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PREF .ACE TO .THE FIFTH EDITION. 

IN recent years the study of English Economic History has 
been prosecuted with great vigour in Fmnce. Germany, 

Russia and America, as well as in this country, and there 
has been no little difficulty in making an attempt to bring 
the present· edition completely up to date. It has, however, 
been a satisfaction to me to recognise how much the know
ledge of this branch of history has increased in clearness 
and in precision since this book was planned some thirty 
years ago. Many minor alterations have been introduced in 

" the present edition; and owing to suggestions made by 
\"- Dr L O. A. Knowles of the London School of Economics,. 

the sections on the effects of the Black Death (§ 119). and on 
the changes in rura.! England under the Tudor kings (§§ 150, 
151,.152), have been entirely rewritten. 

TSINITY CoLLBGE, OAMBSIDGE, 

13 .A."flU'~ 1910. 

w.o. 
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70. The Jews. The Jews were royal cbaHels, and formed isolated. 
groups in ditIerenl towns. Their afIaira were regulAted by Ihe E>Cbequer 
of the Jews, and they were subject to IIDBCrUpuloua and ruthless persecuuon 
for prac&ising usury and base caI.l.iDgs. KissioDar;r eJl'orts were made among 
them and their business was regulali8d. The CruaadiDg enthnsiaem was 
very detrimental to them. 199 

71. P'oreigD. eoclesiast1ca. Economic iml1l8DC88 were exeroieed. by the 
foreign ecclesiasIicB and lawyers who came over in Norman and Angmn 
times. There were appeals to Bome in cases which came under eec1esiasti.cal 
jurisdiction; and IialiaD merohanis engaged in money-lendiDg, while coliec~ 
·ing papal revenues. Mlny reformed JdOll&8teriea were foundtid and ,he 
Orfa.ers of Priam appeared. The new foreign connections gave rise to 
fiscal difficultiea. bolo U1el exercised a sti.mulating inlluence OD indtlSUy and 
OODlID8l'C8, pamoularly Ule wool trade. Eccleai8.aticai POWet1t and wealch 
were the occasi.oD of 1leqUeDt distuzb&ncel ill the toWIlll. • 208 
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v. RoYAL CIlARTEBS. 

72. Town cha.rtera. The growth of mtmicipal institutions continued, 
and chartera of privilege were granted both by kings.and other authorities 
from time to time i but the history of progreu varies in each town. 211 

73. lII!anOrial d1a&!dti... The manori&l disabilities, from which town .. 
men sn:tJered. were at\endance at the Com Leet, and subjection to manorial 
jnrisd.iCtiOD and custom, as well as to the eu.ction of predial services. 213 
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towns by the Sheriffsj and tbJe was collective responsibility, among those 
who were at soot and lot, for fiecal obligatioDs. The towns preferred to pay 
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whether native" or alien.. • • • • • • • • 215 

75. Town orga.n1satiOJL The Gilds merchant aa.w to the regulltioD of 
trade; the members possessed exclusive rights and privileges which gave 
them advantages for the recovery of debts. 219 

78. Aml1a.1ilOD or burghs. The oustoms of one burgb were frequently 
derived in their entirety from Bome other modeL Many towns followed the 
custom of London. • • • 223 

77. The CODBtltuUODl or towJuI. The Gild merchant was an important 
element in the oonstitution of many townsj and there are instances of 
its sDrvival in nwne. The burgh .. constitution is sometimes seen to have 
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coalesoed, an"the names of town offioials suggest manorial or magisterial , 
rather than commercial origin. The business which ca.m.e before the town 
authorities was varied.. There was a danger, against whioh it was necessary 
to guard, of frequeJlt :fires in the ioWDS, and assessment was an important 
duty. 225 
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78. The D1alogua de 8ca.cca.rlo. The manors and other units had. 
common relations to the Crown through the prooeedings in the Exchequer. 
The Dialogm de 8cauo.rio shows the author's high senae of official duty in 
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79. It&nortal documents. The documents kept in the Manors were 
Ca) the Extenta or Survey and Inventories, (b) the Ministers' Accounts, whioh 
are good ezampleo of medi .... l book·keeping, and (oj Court Rolls. 232 

80. Jd&Dorial. omeara. The ofJicieJs of a manor are de86ribed in 
tbe Senucalcia. 

81. Treat1see on estate management. Walter of Henley wrote on 
estate management, and the information he givee can be supplemented from 
an anonymous tract on Husbandry; while GrOBste,te also devised rules for 
the management of a household. . • • • . . • 2~8 

82. Household economy. The grea.t bon.seholda were obliged to go on 
tour. &8 this was the simplest way of procuring provisions. Carefnl estimates 
were made of supplies, and of 8uob outgoings as alms. Natural economy did 

• not completely serve the requirements of the thitteentb, centllry, as money 
was needed. for certain purchases aDd payments. 240 
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881 0pJDi0D. on usury. The condemnation of usury gave rise to DWly 
evasions; 8. Thomas Aquinas discusses the use and nature of mouey; but 
there was some relaxation of the strict doctrine OIl the subject. Still, public 
opinion supported the ecclesiastical role, and this does Dot seem &0 have bad 
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III. REPRESENTATION AND LEGISLATION. 
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loeel inslitutiouB were gradually eupereeded by the more declive work of 
Parliament. The system created by Edward I. combined .... tralisatioD with 
individual indepeudeuce, ADd regulated trade withoul reelrictiD8 iI. 261 

87. BegIJmlDg of DatlODal commerolal policy. The foreigu policy of 
Edward III. woe coDDeOled with the dovelopUleDI of Euglieh natloaal 
reeouroee. His claim 10 the French orowu deled the besI prospeoI of 
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claimed the sovereignty of the sea in the inierest; of shipping; and t.he COt11'18 

of the Crecy campaign woe affected by the .. DBideratioD of trade with 
Flaudera. The Geacouy trade W88 also importent. 268 

88. Bmplrlcal IegIslatloD. The lraditioual oommi!rcia1 momlil1 con· 
linued anei1&ugod under Ih. Edwards. Statute law olteu _ burgb 
ousIomB, ADd legialaIioD woe empirical in chaneler. 269 
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• 89. JIoyalllDthorHy. Bepreeeutaliou did Dol _ from Ihe royal 
authorily, which Ed.....-d L used to pm dowu _IiODO ADd recIify eD· 
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90. _ JmmUDIt\ee. The papal ptetoenaio ... as 10 the Charc:h 

and i&a lfleDue called for Dew mea.aane. The ID08& imporiaDi of tbeIe "AI 
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the Stelate of Mortmain; the Edwards also deelI with militery and other 
orders,-tbe Templars, 0l1llliacs, and Oisteroian& • 272 

91. Boyr.l _gall.... The king enjoyed nndeftned rlghte of prise 
and p1l1'Veyanoe. DefInite lolls at the porte wera onslomary, auob as the 
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from aliens. Eu.otiODB ~ s:r.eaSB of these were thought oppressive. Parlia
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92. '!'he ocmd1tloll8 of trada. Improved conditions for trade were 
eecured by, (a) polioe ordi!wlbes, and regalations with regard to wreaks; 
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eeteblishmenl of esohanges. Tho oraft of the goldsmiths hod pe.rliamentery 
reoogoition. These measures were an improvement i as looal reguldion was 
snperseded by general, and lrede beeeme more fres. 279 

98. The Jews. CODsolidation brought into greater prominence the 
position of U1e.Jewa, whose upnlsioD was demanded and oarried out, though 
there is some doubt as to how far it was complete. 29S 

94. Alien merolumte and bankara. The ltelian merehants wero also 
atteoksd; and the min of the Bsrdi helped to cause their withdrawal. 
Flemings Bud Gascon! were encouraged to trade by the Crown, but not to 
interfere in retail or internal trade. Police responsibility was organised 
through official hosts. The sta.tutes whlcm were passed in favour of aliens. 
were not allowed to interfere with the privileges graDted to "ilie Londoners 
by ohsrtsr. • 288 

96. Culm1Jlation of med1aeval progreaa. The zenith of mediaeveJ 
prOBperii;y was at the end of the tblrlsenth and beginning of the fonrtsenth. 
century. Good government was general, and the arts and building 
SmuUh~. 293 

96. 80urcu aad preuure of tuat10D. Pains were taken to guard 
aga.inat arbitrary assessment, when tenths and fifteenths were levied. The 
pressure of tuation was more fairly distributed, and an inoreasiDg revenue 
was raised from the Customs. 29& 

97. The.- of comfan. Thera wera few of the oomforts and 
conveniences of life j but it is impossible to form a. comparison with the 
present day. In the fourteenth ooutury mediasval progress was iuddsuly 
.beck~ by the Black Death. 297 

. III. BBGnnmroa O~ Oo ...... aoIAL POLlar. 

98. Tho IIUIIU1II of material proeperlt;y. Edward m. endsevoured 
(a) to foster foreign oommerce. He wished 10 ensure oheapnBls to the oon
sumer and protection for me:rohants from the parils of the Be&. Reprisals 
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(e) Thrift was promoted by .umptuary laws .. to food and dr.... The end. 
in view have an interesting a.ffi.nity with those pursued in modern times. 

2e8 
ee. Begul&t1oll 01 trade. The Staple w .. organised by Edward m .• 

and this' institution· aBorded many economia adv&utages. The export of 
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tried to obtain a monopoly and prohibited export by Italian merchants. The 
Staple was ol'ganised within the re8Jm by Edward m., but after some ex~ 
perience it wa.s generally fixed at Calais.. .... • • 311 

100. The wiDe trade. The aims of the regulu.tion in regard to 
imports were plenty and oheapness. Wine, though partly home-groWD, was 
chieOy imported, and attempts were made to regulate the price. 317 

10\- P&1r deaJ1Dg. Forestalling was prohibited, but the rules at 
Yarmouth. with regard to herrings, show the diffioulty of interfering with 
middlemen in the interests of the producer or consumer. The attempts to 
enforce a uniform assize of cloth were not success(w, and the neeeflsity for 
the authorita.tive weighing of goods gave rise to some of the privileges of the 
Grooers' Compa.ny. The inconvenience of changing regulations W88 very 
great; the interference of the Orown, and the taking of grants in kind, tended. 
w disorganise commerce. 320 

102. The CUrrency. The coins had been diminished in size, but eilorta 
were made to keep up the standard. Exchange was a. royal prerogative and 
pains were taken to ensure a supply of bullion for coinage. 826 

103. The Black Death &n4 regulation of wage.. The assessment; 01 
wages generally was necessitated by the Black Deaih which caused a great 

• sca.rcity of labour. Proclamations. and statutes attempted to catTY out the 
policy of regulating wagea 8lld prices, bot this was a failure.. • 329 

IV. CRAFT GILDS. 

104. Formation 01 craft gilds. Craft gilde were probably of foreign 
origin, but; conditioDfI were favourable to them in England- The 
formation of the lorimers' gild took-place in 1261, and the cordwainers 
also had one. Pains were taken to keep them. under the supervision 01 
municipal authorities; when this was neo;}eeted, trooble arose between the 
burghs and the orafl gilds. • aa8 

'06. Objects of the craft gilds. The gilde were meanl 10 conlrol the 
CODditions of industry and to ensure reasonable rates. Ooe object; of their 
regulations was the maintenance of good quality in the wares; and they 
were responsible for their members. It is difficult to ascertain the relation 
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as some of the gilde merchanl appear to bave been speoiaUaed inlo gilde of 
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The Londoner f who bad sefved an apprenticeship, was allowed t.o ohange hi. 
lrad-. and the status 01 craftsmen was high. Scotch analogies present. some 
iD~ting points 01 ecmtrast. 342 

108. lIemberll 01 tho gilds. There were IIuee claaaes of gild members. 
(0) apprentices, whose relauons with their masters were carefolly regulated, 

"Ib) journeymeo and servao*". (e) maeters. 34e 
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107. "l'lle CommonweaL The time was ripe for re1lectiOD on eoonomio 
phenomena and monetary problems. Nicholas Oresme wrote a. treatise on 
the subject, and buBineB8 praotioe gives evidence of City.opiniOD.. 8S3 

108. 1I1cholaB~. Oresme's treatise was known in England in 
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the commonwealth, and contrasts the government of princes and of tyrants. 
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the conception of national rathEy than m11l1icipaJ wealth. 355 
1~. Vleln OD. the currency. Oreame treats althe exchange of riobes, 

nataml and artifici&l; and disouBSe8 the subject of the material for money. 
He considers the alteration of money in denomination, by reducing weight 
and by debasing, and follows out ille evil effects of debasement. . 8S7 

110. City op1nloD. on moneta:ry t:ransa.ctt0Dl. City opinion in th~ four
teenth century ooDdemned a loan for three months at interest. The oonditioDs 
of mediaeval business restricted ba.nking operations. The ourrenoy was 
entirely metaJlio, and the exohange of coins was a prerogative of the CroWD. 
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often occur in connection with demands for taxation as well as in trade. 
Mereha.nts had some opportunities for obtaining gratuitous loans and could 
form partnerships. The ~ta1 mass of money was 80 small that there was 
serious danger or the stoab being monopolised. seo 

111. Grounds for mediaeval opiD1on. It was thought justififlble to 
demand security for 10lms, but that there should be DO ga.in if there Wfl8 no 
damage and DO risk. The modem justification of interest did not apply in the 
fourteenth century. Interest on sooured loans W8B charged at monopoly 
rates; bat partnership in risks and profits gave facilities for commerce. 
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112. DeoaT 8D4 progr8lll. Till the reign of Edward ill. there were 
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114. u:ticipatlOD.8 of the mercantile system. In the reign of 
Richard n. a new departure was made. We find at this time "he revenal 
of Ule old policy, and the first BigDs of the mercantile system in the legisla
tion with regard to shipping, tillage, and bullion. • 877 

11&. 8oc1al chl.uges. Cluses of society became divided, 88 in modern 
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Companies, Buch as the Vintners and Drapers, obte.ined privileges. Wealthy 
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117. Chang .. In the standard Of comfort. The babile of • merohant 

prince in the fifteenth century involved ooDsiderable magniJicenoe combined 
wilb lack of comforl; lb. hom .. of Ibe poor moet have been miserable. 
No acourate comparison with modem conditioDB is possible, as the change 
in ordinary requirements has helD 80 great j and we can only fall back on a 
pbysical test as 10 the support and prolongation of human life~ Famines 
and pestilence caused great ravages; the mea.ns at the labourers' disposal 
depended on the rates of wages, and were reduced by ilregularity of employ· 
ment. Holidays were frequent, but the hotu'B of labour were long. It seems 
probable that there has been an improvement in the condidon of the 
skilled ILltisan in modem times; and it is certain that in the fineenUJ 
century there was coJl8iderable misery and disoontenL • 8S8 

118. ll!anagemenhUrade. The in1Inenoo of m .... hanto had Ito elf"", 
aD ths mercantile policy of the realm. (i) Restrictions were imposed on 
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shipping was demanded. (iii) Money and bullion were wanted in the 
oonnlry. The Ibeory of Ibe balanoe of Uade w.. appealed 10 b" 
Richard m!s advisers, who recognised the importance of a.ceumolating 
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119. 'l'b.e Peas&Ilta' Revolt. The landlords were greatly impoven.hed, 
and were foreed to take to sheep farming, or to lei their Jand on lease. With 
the introduotion of the cash nexus, *he diatinotion between prosperous and 
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oonelru.li.e policy are fbund ...... i;r .. Ihe lime of Biohard u.. 4011 
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particularly the :Merchant Adventurers. Cunsuls were first appointed for 
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123. The Banse League. The position of the men of the Ranse caused 
considerable diflioulty, and there were many negotiations about injt2ies to 
shipping, wilb olaims against and by Ibe English. The Hansards had alao 
grievances against the" EngliBh customers. Arrangements were made for 
potting down reprisals, and the position of the HaDsards was strengthened 
by Edward lV. 419 

124.. Jt&ll.Im trade. The business e&rried aD by the Italians was now 
meroantile and not marely financial; it .. conducted by organised fleets of 
go.lleys by the sea route. Traders from Florence, Genoa, and Venice frequented 
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consisted -in the import of articles of unproductive consumption and of 
artioles that might be manufactured at home. Complaint was also made 
of the induenoe exercised by ltali&n buyers on the oloth manuracture. 422 

125. BatloDal industrial poJiq. The protection of native artisans 
was carried out under Edward IV., and Parliamentary recognition was • 
given '" msuy oraft gilds. • 429 

128. The 81lPPly ot bDl11ou. Strict reglllations were maintained with 
regard to the 6I.port of money and bullion. Bullion was very scarce in 
Europe, aud the polltica.l imparlance of seouring b'easDre was folly 
recognised. 431 

IV. INDUSTRY ~ INTERNAL TRADlI. 

127. Tho cloth manufe.cl1U8. The manofaolnre of cloth had beoome 
a large branch of trade, and the aulnager was an important offioial. The 
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of qualities; it; had become the subject of national regulation. A olus 
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128. ora.rt gilds ID the lIfteenth century. The nalional regnlalion of 
the goldsmiths' and other tradea W&I carried out by the agency of their 
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merchants ana cransmen. 'the condition of journeymen wu unsatisfactory; 
some of them attempted to form brotherhoods of their own, a& was done by 
the cordwainers; and the saddlers and WIole also formed Yeoman gilds. 
At Coventry, and at Bristol, special arrangements and organisa.tion were 
allowed to the joulneymen tailors. In other trades the introduction of 
maohinery a1so gave rise to difficulties. Gilds telded to become monopolies, 
and took a stand against the competition of aliens; they appear to have 
combined for this among other objects.. ~ 441 

129. Agrioultur&lpol1cy. During the fifteenth century, encouragement 
was given to tillage, by freedom to export corn, and by the prohibition of 
importation. Sheep farming increased at the expense of tillage, owing to 
the decrease of labour; and the assessment of wages was resorted to. The 
attraction of the cloth manufacture interfered with the supply of labourers 
in hu,.,andry. • 447 

1 SO. Decay of 1D.ternal trade. The roads fell out of repair i this was 
one of the causes which brought about the decay of fairs, soch as tho8(' 
of Boston and Winchester, and many of the provillcial towns were im· 
poverished. The tOWDS had little recuperative power, and it was n.eceasa~ 
to gra.nt considerable remissions in the colleotion of fifteenths and tenths. 
The causes of this decay seem w..r80ve included incursions of the sea., war, 
and pestilence, as well as the pressure of taxation. • • . • 450 

V. MEDIABV AL AND MODERN EcoNOMIC IDEAS CONTRASTED. 

131. The determ1natloD. of prices. There is such a paucity of litera-. 
ture in the fifteenth century that it is not easy to follow the changes witt 

• precision. Natural economy had been very g.nerally superseded, and thE
intervention of money led to the cha.nge from customary to competition 
prices. A reconstruction of society was taking place OD the basis or 
competition, and with fluctuating, Dot regulated prices. In the Middle Ages 
tbe oost of production was a primary factor in the assessing of prices; while 
in modem times the process is reversed, and price limits the reward of 
labour. New conceptions were coming into vogue in regard to the reckoning 
of rent and the power of capital. • 467 

132. Relations of persona and exchange of thin,.. The social 
strncture was becoming altered, and this aft'ected individual ambition, and 
led to increased deme fOl wealth. 484 

1 sa Personal responslbWt)r. In modern conditions it is difficult to 
apply moral principles to oommercial transactiODS. Formerly the gilds 
brought home the responsibility for wrong·doing to their members. 488 

134. Jl'ational power. The aim of national power had become opera,. 
tin as a limiting principle. The municipal spirit was giving wa-y before 
patriotism in the fifteenth century. This is redected in the DtbtIU oJ 
1M HtTaldil aDd by Fo ...... u.. Th. Libelll oj Engluh PolyCV_ ia also 
fuIleo! a spirit of national ambition. Power waa being aimed at ra~h.r 
thaD plenty, and thia obi .. ' helped '" conaolidale the mercaDtil. &yBIem. 
The reign of Henry VlL is the turning point when the new acheme of policy 
was consciously adopted. 487 



CONTENTS. 

V. THE TUDORS. 

I. PRELIlUNARY SUR'fEY. 

135. The Age of Discovery. The discoveries of Afnerica., and at new 
routes for· tr&de with the Etst, eventuaJIy resulted in a great extension of 
English commerce, as they were the removal of a physical limit to expansion. 
The spirit of the age favoured the increase of geographic&1 knowledge, and 
the tradition of previotlS voyages to the West survived. The old routes 
of trade were mosed, hut Portuguese enterprise pushed alODg the coast 
of Africa and succeeded in reaahiDg India.; there was much rivalry between 
them and the Venetia.ns. 473 

136. Growth of the mercantile aystem. The material prosperity of 
the oonntry as a whole was sought fOl, as a means of gratifying the natjonal 
ambition. Belative progress was needed to secure relative' superiority. 
The pursuit of private gain was kept in check in the interests of public 
good. The mercantile policy regarded power as dependent on (a) treasure, 
(b) shipping, and- (e) population. The long period, when these lJrinciples 
were adopted. must be divided according to political relatioDsbjps. 478 

II. ACCELERATED RAT! 01/ CHANGB. 

137. New direction of EngllBh ambition. In the six.teenth century the 
oontrol of the bala.nce of power became an object of English policy; while 
ihe new discoveries gave rise to hopes which superseded the old schemes 
of continental conquest. 483 

138. 'l'he &ceumula.t:lOD. of treasure. Treasure was aooumulated by 
Henry VIT. through high-handed eu.ctions. Henry VIII. resorted to the 
confiscation of Church property, and the debasemeni of the ooinage, to 
obtain resources. • 486 

139. Boc1al reaulta. Through these exactions and oonfisoations the 
neae888ty evils of this period of transition were aggravated. 488 

IlL SHIPPING. 

140. 'l'h8 ll&v1ga.t:lon polley. The Navigation Acts were maintained by 
Henry vn.; under Henry VllI. tbey were first relax.ed and subsequently 
re.en(orced. 490 

141. Commercial pol1cy. The sarely of meroha.nl shipping engaged 
the attention of Henry vm. during the French war; important commercial 
treaties bad been made by Henry VIL He secured the right to engage in trade 
with Icel&D.d for his subjects; there was a considerable Mediterranean trade 
with Pis&, and in the Levant. U udar EdwaTd VI. many tldvantages were 
e:s.pected from a. proposed mart at Southampton. The Hansa.rds in England 
were now put on the same footing 8S other aliena.. • • . 491 

142. Protection of the coast. Under Henry VIII. Trinity House was 
iDaorporated; the harbours were improved and steps taken for the defenol 
of the coasts. Henry also established a Daval arsenal • 497 

143. PoUoy for the development of shipplng. Increased attention 
was dircote~ to the supply of na.v&l stores, and encoW'8gement was given 



xxi~ CONTENTS. 

• to the trainiDl of seamen in the fishing trades by the enforcement of a 
political Lent. 497 

144. Bngl&nd and tho 418covorle.. Th. Tudoro took DO pa" in tho 
grea.t discoveries, and ColumbuS could get DO help from England. John 
Cabot aDd the Bri&tol merchants organised some expeditions, a.nd Cabot 
obtained a royal license. Sebasti&n Cabot ca.rriJtd on his f&ther'. work, and 
there were other expeditions, such as those or Thorne and B&wkins. AD 
attempt to find a North.East passage, onder ChaDcellor, led to the foundation 
of the Russian Oompany. 600 

IV. THE GILD .. 

14&. 'l"ha conditlon of Industry. Under the ~arly Tudors the COil

ditiozaof industry was uDsatisfactory. The towns still Buffered from excessive 
taxation a.nd were in a state of decay. There were, however, under 
Henry vm. some signs of improvement. 608 

148. Di1!lcult1e8 in the toWllS. The older towns suffered from the 
migration of industry and abuses in the craft gilds; their weakness W&I 

shown in ioability to control the apprentices who broke into a riot known 
as Evil May Day. There were also injurious regulations which tended to 
the oppression of journeymen. ... . • • • • • 608 

147. Legtslat1ve act10D. Under the Tudors the gilds were supported 
io the struggle with aliens, &Dd were used as execauve agents. Begulationa 
were passed for the bramers, coopers. leather trades, and dyers. The olothiog 
trades in the West Biding were important, and pains were taken to introduce 
suitable regolations iota the Norfolk. trade. There wa.a considerable 
difficulty with regard to 'bo supply and purchaao 01 wool 612 

148. Mlgratlonoflnduatrylromcorporatolownl. Th.contiDuedd .... y 
of corporate towns is illusb'ated by the case of Worcester, which W&8 sufleriug 
from the oompetition of village artisans i ihe retail trade of the old toWDS 
had also been injured. New towns sprang up at Manchester, Birmingham, 
and Sheffield, and London trade was expanding.. 617 

149. Oapltal in induatry. In 00 tar .. tho gilds had nol been 
nationalised, they were of little use, and under Edward VL a dl5crimiDating 
attack was made on their properly and powers. CapiWJh:tio prodact.ion 
in factories W&8 coming into vogue, and rules were made &8 10 the numbera 
of journeymen and apprentices. to check the abuaea which accompanied it. 
Capital was also used for plaotiog Dew trades. 621 

v. THB LAND QUEOTIOB. 

1&0. Enc1oalng. ImproVed estate management with enclosure, for 
sheep, for exclusive use in husbandry, or tor deer. Depopulation by land. 
lords, and by pr08perf.1us tenants, who nniLed holdings and farmed in 
.veralty 80 88 to save labour. 828 

. 151. Sheep fanntDg an4 abseDtee1sm. Owing to national dangers 
statutes. were passed to repress sheep tarmiog. and absenteeism, bu~ improved 
hUSbani.' was Dot checked.. • • • • • • • BaO 



CONTENTS 

152. 'rile BUporsecIIDg of III&I1OrIaI eOOlllllllT. Forming lor the market 
superseded the old system of oateriDg for household needs, and serfdom 
passed &""7; bu. m&DJ' _ of ooUeclive husbanchy survived. 635 

·15& CoDdl1i1oDa Of labourer. Labourers' wages and hours of labour 
were regn1Btecl; 88 there was a continued riee of prices, ille men endeavoured 
to eecure better terms by COf1binalioD.. • • .' • • 534 

154. 'rile 1IJIOIII1'1oyed. In clealing with the uuemployed, the Tudors 
distinguished be\weeD stalwari tramps and the impotent poor, who received 
Ii ....... to beg. Legislation enoouraged the raising of fnnde to relieve the 
impoleDt, and ill·ooDBidersd charity was cliscoaraged.~ The dissolution of 
the monasteries W88 followed by an increase of the evils of pauperism, and 
the poor wars graded and oared for in the London hoapil&ls. The gilde 
had formerly aoIed .. Friendly Sooieties, and had prevented men falling 
into poverty. UDder Edward VL loitersrs wars eeverely dealt wi~ and 
oharity W&B organieed in the pariahea. • 536 

VI. THE REVENUlO. 

11515. 'rIIe.tate of the ourre.uoy. The Tudoro fell them.elv .. foreed, 
by the changes in the ratio of the two preBious metals, to issue depreciaied 
silver ooins. The oonsequent rise in prioea was uplainecl by oontemporaries 
as due to combination. The eDravagant use made of the precious metals 
in the fifleenth omlury and the hoarding of bullion by Henry VII. had 
tended to keep prices low. Social coilditions in the Middle Ages had on the 
whole &ended to render prices stable. There is Bome doubt a.bout the modes 
of pa.yment whioh were in vogue, and altogether there is great diffioulty in 
interpreting prices. • 641 

156. Plaoal cIIargeII. Tenthe and fifleetilha were supplemenled by 
S8Deraieubsidiea; tilese BOon became a fixed levy. Ohanges were made in the 
co11ection of OWitoma and Dew imposilioDS 'Were levied by the OroWD.. 647 

VII. CHANGES IN OPINION. 

167. Bconom1o upertenoe. Tbe prinoiplea of the meroantile aystem 
were not strictly adhered to under. Edward VL J progreBS was made in the 
formatioD of capital 6&0 

168. Improvemente and d18covel1sB. Practioal treatise. were written 
on husbandry, surveying. mensuration, and arborioulture, and there was 
much interest in travel and disoovery. • 652 . 

159. MoraUs .... and preachen. Starkey's Dialo{fIU deals with eoonomio 
conditions. Preacb.en and moralists uttered .fins sentiments, but did not 
formulate principles of duty whioh were applicable in Dew aircumstances. 
The questions &ross how far it was a duty for capitalists to give employment, 
and how Car it was allowa.ble to take gain without running risks. Abuses of 
the power of capital have given rise to sentimental protests, rather than to 
aDy reasoned ethical doctrine. • . . : . • • 655 

160. lfatlonal prosperity as a "preeentaU .. prtnolple. Edward .''r. . 
desired to reWn the old social order, and laid stress on di1!erenoes of degree 
and the 'proportion of the country,' but mere repres&ion W8B impractieable. 



·' XXVI CONTENTS. 

The DilCou",~ 01 tM Common W tal auticipates many modern views on 
taxation, self-interest, and the currency, &oDd lays stress OD the balance 01 
trade. There are practical proposals for recoinage, for encouraging skilled 
4 foreigners,' and lor remedying depopulation. The Elizabethan economic 
system followed th~ lines rather th&n the principles of Edward VI. 669 

APPENDIX. 
PAOB 

A. To AaBIZlI OP BREAD ~67 

B. MANORIAL RECORDS 670 

OX. Services and Extents 670 
1. Gerer&. 671 
I. Extent of Borley 676 
8. Commutation of Services 684 
4- Stock and Land Lease 686 

II. Compotns Boll. ADsti. 691 
III. Extracts from the Court Bolls of Granborough • 610 

C. MUNICIPAL LU'B 616 
, I. Ch.rter of Ooventf7 616 
II. London Custom. 616 

W. De Staeh.ia, Reading . 618 
IV. Instructions for Italian mercbaq~8 trading in London 6ui 
v. The Staple at Bruges 622 

VI. London ~ompanies in Ihe time 01 Henry vnI .. 624 

D. To WOOL TUDa IN THE XlIITB AND XIVTH CENTUIIIBB 628 
Monastic Centres 629 

E. THB IHlIIGRA'l'ION 01' ALIEN CRAJ'TSliEN IN'lO ENGLABD 

IJf NORM.AN AND ANGEVIB TIllES 641 

F. PBOTEC'l'ION 0., N ATlVlll !NDUSTRY 656 

Lnr.r 0., AUTHORITIES 667 

lNnEX 676 

o.m. !!'lELDB ." CLOTHALL. from • photograph by Mise E. M. Leonard 
y,.<mtUpUc. 

MAP of. Normal Virgate.,in the open fields of HitehiD, reproduced by 
• the kind permiBBion of Dr Seehohm • to lollorD « 

EXOBEQUBB T.&LLY .. 167 



INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 

L PAST AND PRESENT. 

1. EIGHT hu~dred years have now passed since William Im.,",a." 
of NOf!Ilalldy carried out a great survey of the kingdom heB~k JOStl. 

had secured, and embodied the result of his enquiry as tG-its 
economic condition in Domesday Book. This work "tands' 
out as a great monument which plainly records thegimeraL 
character of English life in bygone days, though there is 
much difficulty in interpreting the details of the infol'lUation-
it contains. A very little consideration of its plan and' con-
tents serves to bring to light extracrdinary contrasts between I 
the past and the present, and to show:the nature of the 
difficulties which we must face when we attempt to trace, 
and to describe, the course which English industrial progress 
has from that time pursued. One need hardly add that 
there are additional difficulties in regard to the still earlier 
ages from which but little accurate information survives. 

2. There has been, to begin with the mosi obvious O ... tra ... -

difference, an extraordinary change, since the time of the ~~ .. i .... 
Conqueror, in the relative wealth and importance of different pon. ... 
'parts of the country. The most casual traveller through 
England to-diLy could hardly fail to remark that a very large 
part of the national industry is concentrated in the northern 
counties; Lancashire and Yorkshire are. occupied by great 
masses of busy population. The wealth of our coal and iro~ 
beds, and the skill we have shown in using these materials, 
have been important factors in enabling us to secure our 
present !ndustrial supremacy. These - nOI·them counties, 

. C. H. 1 
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where waterpower, as well as coal and iron, is to be found, 
have attracted to themselves the textile industries, for which 
they afford both mechanism and power on the easiest terms. " 

r 
London is the great emporium of commerce, but the north 
of England is the workshop of the 'Wlrld. The records of 
Norman times portray a very different state of affairs. 

o/dip'":,,,1 Neither coal nor iron formed an important item in English 
."du.t"", industry or trade, and the weaving trade was but little 

developed'. Tin and lead were the chief mineral wealth, 
and raw wool and hides were the staple articles of trade for 
manl succeeding generations; we had hardly any manu
factures to send to foreign markets bllt we exported raw 
materials for others to work up. 

and di/f" The staple articles of trade in the Norman period were ='., quite different from those in which we now excel, and the 
great centres of modern production had not succeeded at 

Oontrad. 
in thl 
ch4NUhr 
0/-

. that time in attracting any considerable share of the national 
wealth. York had been an important city in Roman Britain, 
in some ways more important than London itself,-and 
Northumbria had been for a time the dominant kingdom 
in the newly settled England; but the power of the North 
had begun to wane before the ravages of the Danes, and the 
rising power of Wessex. The Norman king himself, how
ever, dealt the blow which destroyed it utterly; King William 
harried the North so thoroughly that page after page of the 
Survey describes how one manor or another, which had been 
fairly stocked with meat and men in the time of King 
Edward,.was valueless and waste. The lauds between the 
Ribble and the Mersey had not suffered similarly, but they 
were scarcely more populous, and long centuries elapsed 
before they began to take a leading part in the industrial. 
life of England. 

3. If we confine our attention to anyone district and 
oontrast its condition at that time and the present day, 
another series of filifferences is likely to attract our notice; 

\ the striking contrast which we now find between town and 
I country life was then unknown. Our manufacturing towns, 

J Cloth W88 obviously an imported article, see below ,.lSO, D. 4, on LondoD 
tTlUle; also on Irish merchants. p. 180, D. 2. 
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with their masses of Population, could hardly "have been 
supplied with the necessaries of life in any age when there 
were few facilities for internal communication; but even 
the sleepiest country town, with shops containing goods from 
all parts of the wodel. suffices to illustrate the extraordinary 
change that has taken place. At the time oC the .great 
Survey there were Ilardly any towns; as we understand the 
term; even in a place like Cambridge" which had a fairly ..... 1088 

advanced municipal life, the burgesses were engaged in rural 
pursuits and were bound to supply teams to the Sheriff; and 
the men of Leicester were responsible Cor predial services 
and made payments in lieu of them at a much later dateS; ..... 1190 

the people of the towns were still engaged in agriculture. 
Again. there 'were in these towns few if any shops stored 
with quantities of wares ready for sale. We may specifY 
two of the commonest classes; there were no grocers' shops. 
for commerce was too fitful to supply foreign wares by regnlar 
trade, and no butchers' -shops, for these are of comparatively 
recent introduction even in towns like Aberdeen and Lanark'; 
while the craftsmen would have a comparatively small stock 

• of finished goods and would for the most part execute work I 
to order. Markets there doubtless were in most of the • 
towns, and a few annual fairs near others; but just because 
booths, erected on these occasions, sufficed for the greater 
part of the internal commerce of the country, there was no 
need for regnlar shops' as we know theIl,l to-day. 

-The primitive character of the towns harmonised with a ondcovnl'1/ 

condition of rural life that differed much from that which we lif .. 
have in the present day; just because the villagers had not 
learned to depend on shops in the towns for the supply of 
many commodities, they made more effort to supply them-
selves. There seems to have been in each village a larger 
proportion of craftsmen than we should find among the rural ( 
population now; each household, or at any rate each little 
group, had the requisite skill for supplyillg the main articles 

1 DolllUdsr. L 189 L I See below, p. 21S. 
I SampBon. Hiltory of .Adwm.iwg, p. 59 . 
• Shops are frequenUy mentioned in the eaadred Boa.: il appears that the 

wooden froDt wu made to fold down 80 as to form a sort of eounter. Parker, 
Diimutie .Arc.\~'ans, l54.. 

1-2 
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• INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. . . 
of clothing !nd domestic use, SO that the villages were not so 
purely agricultural as they are to-day, while the townsmen 
had not entirely severed themselves from rural pursuits; 
differentiation lIetween town and country was incomplete, 
indeed it would be more true to say th~ it had hardly begun, 

4. The contrasts in regard to the structure of the 
various industrial groups and the relationships of the persons 
who composed them, are even more striking than those we 
have noticed in connection with the extElrnal aspects of 
society. In every kind of industrial group, urban or rural, 
we may now distinguish three classes,-the landlord who 

I own: the soil where the work proceeds, the employers who 
supply the capital and the labourers who carry through the 

t actual manual toil. Even in those cases where three classes 
cannot be distinguished, it is convenient, for the purpo"e of 
explaining the process of production and even for under-
standing the accounts and financial position of any under
taking, to analyse out the factors of ~" .. Capit~I_I1Il<J 
Land. But though, when we have these distinctions clearly 
in mind, we may find' them in eleventh century society in 
England, we find them under very difierent forms; and it is 

"\not an exaggeration to say that Capital, as now understood, 
i. regard had no place in the industry of that period. Capital means 
~, a store of wealth which can be employed in one direction or 

another as the prospects of remuneration are more or less 
favourable; it is part of its very nature that it is fluid; it is 

- continually being expended in tools, materials or wages and 
• replaced by sales, and thus it affords constant opportunities 
I for increased or diminished investment. But though the 

craftsman of the eleventh century had the few simple tools 
that were necessary for doing his work, there must have been 
many cases where he had no stock of materials of his own, 
but relied on his customer to give the materials or supply 
money in advance for buying them. While industry was 
thus conducted, th'l.re was no fund which could be used for 
p'anting new industries, or calling labour into new directions; 

r 
stock-in-trade there undoubtedly was, but no Capital as we 
now use the term. . 

There were also great differences between Labour, as we 
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nnderstand it now, and the workers of the time of the 
Survey. . J u..-t as we assume in our ordinary discussions the 
fluidity of Capital', so we are accu~mep. to take "the 
fluidity of Labour" Lor granted and to assume that .. man !!£alx,-,'!" • 
who cannot get remunerative work in one place will go and 
seek it in another, so that high wages in one district· attract 
labourers to that locality. But at the time of the Survey, 
labour was by no means flnid; partly J:>ecause .. very largel 
proportion of the population were serfs who could not move to 
other estates or to towns, and partly because others had such 
rights in the land, or at a Jater date snch status in partfcular 
towns, that they were unwilling to try their fortunes else-
where. The labourer, as a man who depended on some 
employer for the opportunity and means of doing his work, 
seems to have been almost unknown in the l!leventh century. r 

There were also great differences in regard to land and ami t. 
the income which was derived from it. The contrast, which Land, 

Sir John Phear draws' between .. Bengali and an English 
proprietor in the present time, holds good between the 
Bnglish proprietor of eight hundred years ago and his 
successor now. The rent of the proprietor now is directly' 
connected with the physical character of his estate, its pro
ductiveness and its situation. • The income of the lord of al 
Domesday Manor depended on the tolls he received, and the 
payments of his dependents; and thus was based on the way ? 
in which his estates were stocked with meat and men, rather 
than on the physical condition of the land. His income was 
a very different thing from modem rent. 

We may thus see that English Society at the time of the TIle • 

Survey was so different from our own, that the language :i-:;~o, 
in which we habitually discuss the industrial condition of . 
the present day is inapplicable, if we wish to analyse the 
circumstances of these earlier times. Labour, Capital, andl' 
Rent have all altered t)J.eir connotation,so much, that we 
run considerable risk of confusing ourselves if we &rfl 
satisfied with adopting modern language to describe the 
period of the Domesday Survey. This is perhaps the 

1 Bagehot, Et'ORomic Studiu1 4.1. 
t The .dryan Village. lS6. 
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greatest difficulty with which we have to contend; not {JUlY 

have the industry and commerce grown immensely, but the 
, very terms in wQich we habitually describe them and express 
our ideas regarding them, have chan jed their signification 
as that growth has taken place. • 

II. THE SCOPE OF ECONOMIC HISTORY. 

5. While the greatness of the changes which we are 
aboJi; to trace makes the task of examining them difficult, 
the wide extent of the field which we must survey renders it 
still harder. In analysing and tabulating the events of any 
'brief period, statisticians can separate economic from other 
phenomena; but in tracing the growth of the different parts 
of English Society we cannot dI'aw,a bard and fast line of 
separation. The student of morbid anatomy may dissect out 
the various organs, or describe the alimentar: system in itself 
and with little reference to the nerves, but in the living 
subject there is no such severance; the alimentary and 

. nervous systems are interconnected, and the process of 
mastication and digestion would not long continue if the 
nerves were completely paralysed; if we are discussing the 
operations of healthy life, or the disorders which actually 
occur, we cannot neglect the interconnection of the two 
systems, or treat one fully without an implied recognition 
of the importance of the other. So too with the constitution 

I and the industrial system of a State. We may separate them 
in thought or verbally, but they never are and never can be 
separated in actual life; fOr purposes of study it may often 
be convenient to look at them apart, but if we are to under
stand their working at anyone time, still more if we are to 
understand the changes which have taken place in the course 
or' centuries, we must bear in mind that economic and 
JIOlitical circum~nces constantly re-act on one another. 
The forces which are applied to the maintenance and eurich
ment of, the inhabitants of England, have been controlled in , 
very different ways and to very different degrees at varions 
periods of our history; b~t at each epoch we have had to do, 
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not with dead matter, but witb a living organism; we cannot 
comprehend the growth of our industrial system, without an 
implied recognition of the constitutional changes that were 
taking place side by side. • ' . 

Indeed a very feit moments' consideration will show us Th. i"t~r.' 

that there is no fact in our nation's history but has some :;.:,~~'::.n 
traceable bearing on the industry of the time, and none that 
we ~hould be justified in ignoring as if it were wbolly un
connected with om: subject. Wars and Revolutions, Court! 
Intrigues as well as Religious Movements, have all had an 
industrial side; they have dissipated wealth, or they..have 
altered the conditions under which wealth was obtained, or 
the terms on wbich it was divided, or perhaps they have 
done all three. Numberless cases might be alleged where 
trifling incidents have been links in the chain of causes that' 
have produced most marked industrial effects. 

There is more need to insist on this interconnection 
between industrial and commercial history on the one 
hand, and the constitutional, dynastic, or any other side of 
our national story on the other, because the fact seems to be 
imperfectly recognised in some of our best historical works. 
The manner of treatment sometimes adopted conveys the 
impression that facts about industry and commerce can be 
easily distinguished from the rest, and dealt with in separate 
chapters; but this can never be a thorough way of' working. 
We might indeed gather the facts of industry, but not the I 
facts that have a bearing on industry and explain the 
changes in industry; and if we wish to understand the real 
progress we'must pay some attention to both. 

It might have seemed that by insisting that the sphere of Th. 'Ph .. , 

our study is so extensive, we are making the task a hopeless of ""dV 

one. If such a mass of facts is to be taken into account, how 
are we to use them, or to hope to obtain conclusions from 
them 1 We shall have to gro\lp them in some way, and if 
our conclusiolls are to be worth having, '\\>'e must take great 
care to marshal the facts wisely. This we cannot do ily 
making an arbitrary selection to start with, but only by and 'h,' 
carefully taking a special Roint of view, and noting what J:;:'!.onuof 
facts come into prominence when seen from this outlook .• ' 
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We get ve';' different views of London from the Monument 
and from S. Paul's; the same buildings lie around us in both 
cases, but tbey are differently placed, and what is prominent 
in one case is ha'f hidden in the other. So we may look at 
the facts of a nation's history from ae constitutional stand
point, and note the bearings of the various events on the 
growth of the political institutions; many reported occur
rences will be of slight, a few Will be of striking importance. 
If we took a dynastic standpoint, and viewed the course of 
the same history as bearing On dynastic fortunes, we should 
find ~hat our attention was called to other facts as the most 
important; so too from our economic standpoint we still 
deal with the same recorded facts, but they have a different 
interest; much that seemed valueless before comes to have 
a vast importance for us now, while great political struggles 

(

may perhaps-be disregarded without serious loss. Economic 
History is not so much the study of a special ClASS of facts, 
as the study of all the facts of a nation's history from a 
special point of view. We wish to draw from the records of 
the past all that bears upon the maintaining and prolonging 
of human life in any form, whether corporate life in the 
family or town or nation, or individnal existence as a private 
citizen. 

6. Nor should we be justified in contending that the 
special point of view from which we look at these changes is 
the one' which gives us the most important and adequate 
survey of the national ~tory. Political, moral and industrial 
changes are closely interconnected and re-act on one another, 
but we shall understand the industrial changes most truly if 
we regard them as subordinate to the others. It is of course 
true that, if its industrial system is not adequate, a nation 
cannot continue to be a great moral power as a civilised 
state, or to hand down monuments of its literary and artistic 
vigour. Political greatness ~d high civilisation imply the 
existence of industr.ial prosperity, and of soUbd industrial 
ctnditions, if they are to be at all stable. But after all, the 
life is more than meat; each nation takes its place in the 
history of the world, not merely by its wealth, but by tb, 
use that it makes of it; industrial prosperity does not w 

.. 
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• 
itself produce national greatness;' 'political vi:ws not only 
control the application of national wealth, bnt affect its 
increase. Industrial progress has often been stimulated by 
new political aims and conditions. Chw1ges in the con- ""f:,m ... 
stitution .of society, and in the police, and foreign relations ':i.u"4.~ 
of the country, have given an altered framework to which:::':: 
our industry and commerce have time after time been forced .~ 
to adapt themselves. The marriage of Edward IlL with P 

Philippa, the severities of Alva, and the revocation of the \ 
Edict of Nantes, had conspicuous results in England; the 
aims of 'the Angevins set our towns {rjle to carry ,on a 
prosperous trade; the ambitions of later days led to the 
formation of out colonies and the s'uccessful struggle for 
mercantile supremacy. Economic affairs have indeed modi-
fied the course of political events; time after time industrial 
movements reacted on political life and contributed to great 
constitutional changes,-when the men of London joined in 
the'demand for Magna Carta, when financial stress rendered 
Charles I. more dependent on p,arliament than his predecessors 
had been, or when the industrial revolution and factory system 
produced a state of affairs in which the First Reform Bill/ 
WAS inevitable. Economic conditions are a factor in such • 
"hanges; they set' before us the special causes of discontent 
with an existing regime, but they never directly determine 
the nature of the changes that are eventually carried 
through. Our national polity is not, the direct outcome of 
our economic conditions; whereas time after time, our 
industrial life has been directly and permanently affected 
by political affairs, and politics are more important than I 
economics in English History. Industrial changes have 
been necessaii!y correlated with changes in the social and I 
political systems;' and the framework of society at each 
period did much to determine the character of the industrial 
habits and institutions. 

7. While the form of industrial u.stitutions has j;hU~Otwr'fl' 
been chiefly determined by political conditions, there hwe morolity. 

been other influences which have done much to control and 
modify their actual working. It may be that the traders' 
ConScience has not been very sensitive in any age, and we • . 



~lO • INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 

hear enough of commercial immorality in our own day, but 
at no time has it been possible for dealers or others publicly 
to defy common s,\ru;e opinion as to right and wrong alto
gether. Current conviction has controlled with more or less 
success the manner in which industry.and trade have been 
carried on; it has found very different orgaru; of expression 
and been supported hy various sanctions. In some cases it 
made itself felt in the customs' of traders who believed that 
honesty was the best policy; in others it was enforced by 
ecclesiastical diacipline or royal authority, or by public 
opinian expressed in an Act of Parliament; but from the 
time "!rhen usury was discredited to the days when the pro
tection of Factory Acts was given to women and children, it 
hai. constantly modified industrial and trading habits. New 
industrial abuses may have called forth new moral indig
nation, and some industrial successes have done much to ~ 

qualify moral judgments; but on the whole we may see that 
the current conviction in regard to the morality of cert<lin 
transactions has greatly affected the conduct of industry and 
trade in each succeeding generation. 

n"""", ~ 8. We shall have to bear in mind at each epoch then: .... 0........ hat the economic changes which we trace are changes which 
ccurred in a definite political society and which were inBu
nced by the current views of right and wrong; these are 

presupposed in every civiliaation; and they give the basis 
of all economic institutions and the atmosphere in which 
they worked. But thia social stmcture and this civilised life 

. must be sustained; there are physical needs which must be 
attended to if the population ia to be maintained in health 
and strength and the government in vigour and power, and 
these aims cau only be accomplished by the application of 

E'''f!!Iarni sl,;iiful energy and patient j(J1'esight. These are the resources 
!oruogh, with which iIjdividual human heings are able to procure 

\the satisfaction ,of their wants; and on the larger scale, 
industry comes in110 being or grows, when men, feeling 
~y need, strive to supply it· by bringing these resources 
into play; these are the factOrs which are invariably present. 
The manner of their working, and the forms which they take, 

• will vary very much in different times and places; the skill 
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that is required in a nomadic family differs very much applied 

from that of a civil engineer; the forethought of a husband-
man can scarcely be compared with that of a railway con
tractor; yet similar quali~es, ability to us~ natural objects"1 
for a given end and·willingness to wait for a distant and 
more or less certain return, are operative in these various 
cases. The history of industry and commerce is only the 

~ story of the various ways in which these human l"IlBources 
have been applied so as to satisfy cl,lnstantly developing I 
human wants. Every change that has taken place in the 
manual dexterity of labourers, every mechanical improvOOlent 
or ingenious discovery by which toil is so saved that one boy 
can do what fifty men could not have managed before, has 
given each individual greater ability for the satisfaction of 
wants. This is a matter of course; but apart from the actual.:a 
increase' of individual powers, much has been accomplished, h_t4. 

as civilisation advances, by the better husbanding of power: 
every change which gives a better status to the labourer, 
and indirectly a greater encouragement to engage or continue 
in labour, has had a similar effect. We can also trace the' 
other factor, patient' forethought-willingness to undergo 
present privation for the hope of future gain. Wealthy' 
peoples and poor differ less in the strength of this feeling' 
than in the opportunities for giving it free play. If the 
.. effective desire of accumulation" produces smaIl resnlts 
in tropical climates and under tyrannous governments, this 
may be, not SO much because the individual desires are 
weak, as because the obstacles to be overcome are' great. 
With every increase of security in a country, it becomes 
more certain that a man will be protected in the enjoyment 
of the fruits of his labours, and therefore he has more en
couragement to work and wait for a future gain; by stable 
institutions patient forethought may be economised, and a 
little of it be made to go a long way. From the sixteenth\ 
century onwards, the greater transferabitity of this factor in 
production becomes noticeable; when it was once embodiea"'i.n 
the form of Capital the national fore,thought could be directed 
into those channels where it was most remunerative. Still 

1 A. Mitchell, PtUt in the Pruent, 29, 168-176. . 
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I
more striking effects both in the husbanding and directing 
of this agent in production are due to the employment of 
Credit, though this requires a very stable social system as 
the first conditi5n of its existenc,e. In one way or another, 
in simpler or more complex forms, thestfforces have been con
stantly at work; and the facts which are specially prominent 
from our point of view are those which show the mode of 
their operation or the results of their action. 

~;z...( 9. The success which attends any particular employment 
of these human resources must largely depend however on 
physifal circumstances; no amount of human forethought 
and energy will give a country heds of coal and iron or 
furnish them with a Gulf Stream. But it is important to 
observe that natural advantages do not make a people rich; 

, they can at the best only make an industrious people richer. 
(Natural pl~nty does not make men wealthy any more than 
want makes them industrious'; in so far as natural plenty 
removes the stimulus of lVant it may almost be an obstacle to 

i
progress. The physical conditions of climate and soil deter
mine the direction of industry which shall be most profitable 
to a given people at a given time; but curiously enough the 
economic value of the physical ·characteristics of a country 
varies greatly at different times. The introduction of ocean 
steamers has given great importance to certain points as 
coaling stations, and diminished the value of ports on sailing 
routes; and so too, many towns have been almost de
stroyed as centres of trade by the introduction of railways. 

! Britain has been in tum a great corn-gr.owing, wool-growing 
I and coal-producing island; and the changes from one 

I This is the """,01 of the aillieally of Stale 8IlC01U'8gemeni of iDdastry; it is 
hardly possible to guess how improved conditions will aft'ect the people them
eelves, but they appear generally to remove an incentive to indnstry. Somelimea 
however want does not act as a atimalus to exertion i in some ca&eI long· 
continued poverty seems to deaden the activities, 88 it is said to han done with 
the natives of Harris and other Scotch Isles; elaewhere the habUs 01 the people 
renaer them anllttea for IIbe eontinU01lS labour of tillage, while they uuolergo 
im"ense privation and IoDg days of unrewarded drudgery in 'QD.8llcceasful bUllting 
or dahillg; or sooiaJ. conditions, such as the class pride or·the former conqueror. 
ot Bengal (W. W. Ho.oter, .ArmaZ,. p. lS7). may prevent them from. eugaging in 
remunerative purmita. In S11Ch cases as these there fs very great want, btu little 

• industryj and we may therefore say that even if want is an essential, it II no~ 
• the sole condition of industry. 
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- employment to another have heen due, not flo' much to 
climatic or physical changes, as to' the relations of trade in 
which its inhabitants have stood to other peoples. Perhaps 
we may say that physical conditio;" at &I1Y given time! 
impose a limit whici prevents a nation's industry from 
developing on certain sides; but that this limit is to be 
thought of not as absolute, but as relative to the character 
and intelligence of the men of that time. Again and again 

. the skill which devotes itself to agricultural improvement or 
the energy which carries oh successful trade has enabled the 
inhabitants of a barren land to maintain a large population, 
and -to pass the limits which nature had seemed to im~e, 
and had imposed for a' time, to their further increase. ~ese 
physical limits must not be neglected, but their influence 
is not unfrequently overstated; for each step in industrial 
progress was after all a new illustration of the truth that 
it is only as he overcomes nature that man can be really said 
to advance in the arts of life. 

H). To follow out the working in our country of these"", .:c, .... 
two great factors-energy and foresight,-in the different non./ 
political and moral conditions of each age; and as limited by 

. the physical obstacles which then opposed themselves,-is to 
trace the growth or English industry and commerce. But 
though there has been growth on th~ whole there have 
heen long periods when there was but little industrial pro
gress, and some epochs which were marked by disintegration 
and decay. During any period when there has been..little 
change in the political framework or in the moral and 
physical conditions which affect the play of human skill and 
foresight, industrial or commercial practice comes, by the 
force of habit, or custom, or regulation, to assume a definite 
form. We can easily distin~uish several types of industrial i.dUl,.rial 

organisation which have dominated in turn, which seemed to :7d:;'~!.t 
meet the economic needs of different ages, but e¥h of which typ", 

has given place, with more or less of social disturbance, to 
a more vigorous successor. In, early tim~s little independe~tt 
and self-sufficing !Toups were united in villages, or in large 
households, where the continued subsistence of the group 
was the ,aim of economic administration. Again we find a 
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E
'fferent ty~e in the more complicated life of the medireval 
wns with their organised industry and hitter commercial 

ivalries; the ambition of one of their citizens was not so 
much directed to the accumulation of much wealth or to 
rising out of his class, as to attaining .an honoured place in 
his own gild and among men of his own status. Still later 

I
there followed a successful attempt to organise the whole ° 
industry and commerce of the country in the manner which 
would contribute most surely to the maintenance of national 
power, and the mercantile system dominated over private 
interests. Each of these different types of economic organ
isms·f1ourished in England; and through changes in the 
political framework, or through new discoveries and the 
consequent removal of physical limits, or through changes of 
moral opinion, or through the combined action of all these 

thti. mt causes, each in turn fell into decay and was displaced. The 
'. and dt<:ay, r history of English industry is not a sketch of continuous 

change in anyone direction-say of increasing individual 
freedom,-but of the growth and subsequent decay of a series 
of different economic organisms, as they were in turn affected 
by political, moral or physical conditions, It will be our 
task to try and understand the growth and working of each 
in turn, and to seek for indications of the precise causes ~ 
that brought about its decayo 

r.:.t:: The story then is n?t of improvement only, but of growth 
'M 74ur" and decay; the questlOn may be asked whether the later 
Ifmnlo/type .of industrial organisms is in all respects an improve-

ment on those that went before? Probably in every change 
in the past there was an admixture of good and evil-as there 
is in every change now; but from an economic standpoint 
we cannot hesitate to say that the gain has enormously out
weighed the loss. Each newer. type of industrial organism 
supereeded its predecessor because it was more vigorous 
and better adapted to the new conditions of national life; 
we have powers at our disposal now for providing the neces
Sjries and comfort; of life such as William the Conqueror 
never dreamed of when he determined to eecure the wealthy 
realm of England for his own. The stability of our political 
life and our command over the forces of nature enable us to 
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organise and utilise labour as bygone generation.: ~uld never 
have done. There can be no doubt as to the effeCtiveness! 
of the economic instruments now in our hands; hope for the 
future will urge us to seek to use these instrllments better, so 
that the benefits thepconfer may be more widely shared, and 
not to attempt to revert to some less effective type of industrial 
organism. 

At the same time it must be confessed tha~ some writers Eada .ypo 

are inclined to do scant justice to the economic systems of ~ •• ly 

the past; they seem to think that because medireval methods :;! .... 
have been superseded, they were always bad, and. that 
because they wonld be unsuited to our time, they were 
therefore unswtable in the days they were actually in vogue. 
Against sach unhistorical judgments, which overlook th~ 
relative value of bygone institutions-their value in rela-
tion to the circumstances of the time,-it is unnecessary 
to do more here than utter these few words of protest; the 
excuse for the modern Contempt for things medilllval lies in 
the fact that in so far as the institutions of a past age survive' 
as mere anachronisms they are likely to be either futile or 
baneful, and that practical men who see these defects are apt 
to extend their condemnation tq the whole social conditions • 
from which Manorial rights, and City Compauies, and Usury \ 
Laws have remained. To the historical student on the other 
hand these very survivals may supply valuable evidence 
which will help him to solve the problem before him and to 
understand the working of various bygone institutions, when 
they were at their best. 

11. Great as the changes have been as one economi"(llo.' ..... 'Y 
organism was superseded by another, they have always beenff'h""tl. 
gradual; we shall have to do with growth and decay, not with 
sudden creations. and wholesale destruction. Rural life is 
now very different from that of eight centuries ago; but year 
after year the seed has been sown and the harvest reaped, 
and the people have been fed; indus$rial processes and 
trading have been going on all the time, even though the::e 
have been constan" modifications in their forms from age to 
age. But we may feel, as we look back on them, that these I 
changes' have on the whole worked in the same direction; .' 
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~"" . there has beEm a growing complexity in our arrangements and 
'''''''''''9 dil>"" h'd'l . Th .f!"'l',/'.o:itg greater uerentIatlOn In t e In ustrla orgamsms. e sever-

,.n .""11; ance of employments is being carried farther and farther, 
and functions which were formerly combined in the persons 
of craftsmen, are now divided betwe~ the capitalists and 
labouring classes. The increase of the means of communica
tion has enabled particular localities to specialise far more 
than they could formerly do, and this again has led to the' 
rganisation of particular industries on an enormous scale. 

In every direction there. has been increasing differentiation 
in"''''';,.,, and ~ncreasing complexity. This increasing differentiation i:s 

in society has led to a better understanding of the nature of 
~:':.:!ing the factors which serve for the production and distribution of 
:,::;,..:! wealth; there has not only been progress in the effectiveness 

• of industrial instruments but consequent progress in the 
clearness of economic. ideas. While inaustrial factors were 
only working on a small scale, and so long as they were 
closely intercombined in each branch of trade, it was 
impossible to analyse them clearly; but with growing COJIl

plexity of organisation it has become more possible t~ 

distinguish the several parts and to name them. The 
minute description of the different kinds of capital, which we 
find in modem text-books of Economic Science.', is possible 
since capital is deliberately applied in many different direc
tions, and with hopes of gain which are looked for in different 
forms. But till the fifteenth century, though there were 
many merchants with large capitals, industrial.capital hardly 
existed either in town or country except as the stock in trade 
of working men. As a fund which could be transferred from 
one emRloyment to another, or as an industrial factor which 
was composed of materials, tools and ready money for wages, 
it could not he recognised till an employing class arose which 
had the command of capital and used it in industrial pursuits. 
Similarly, while the tenant gave his labour and seed on the 
lord's domain in r~tum for the use of a properly stocked 
lw>lding, or even when he leased the stock along with the 

. (land from the owner, it was' not possible to distingnish 
capital as a factor in agricultural success. '1'ill the operation 

1 lIanhal!'s EeoJunniu of 1,J,utrg. lJ. 
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of social changes had brought about the modem'r:lation of Cha~ i. 
the landowning and tenant classes in England it was not ~~.,. .. '". 
possible to form the definite conception of rent .which has minalogy. . 

emerged in modern times. Hence it is that as the industry 
and commerce of the c"untTy have developed, reflection upon 
them bas resulted in a clearer understanding of the ways in 
which 'they work: we have a more accurate terminology, and 
a .bette; apprehension of the conditions which are necessary 
. for' prosperity and for progress. Increased. accuracy in 
economic- ideas has followed the development of industry t 
and commerce; the current use of a new term and .the 
disuse, or perhaps the misuse, of an old. one, are Jost 
noteworthy tests which show some important development in 
actual life, or mark the process of decay. During the six-
teenth century in particular the change in the use of certain 
terms was very remarkable; and if we attend to it, we are 
enabled to realise the extraordinary transformation which 
was then taking place. A .social change may be said to have 
been completed when it found expression in a new term, or 
fixed a new connotation on an old one. 

12. When we thus aspire to trace out the first begin- ~_B ami 

nings of any economic change, or to get.a clear conception of~' 
its final result, we must endeavour to treat economic history I 
as something more than a chronicle of new enterprises and 
discoveries, or even than a summary of statistics of population 
and prices; it must include not only the events but the ideas 1 
of the time. Among the facts with which we are co,!cerned 
none are of greater importance than those which show that 
certain ideas were prevalent during some period, or were 
beginning to spread at a particular date. It is only as we 
understand the way in which men viewed the dealliig and 
enterprise of their own time, and can thus enter into their . 
schemes of ad vancement or their aims at progress, that the 
whole story may come to possess a living interest for us. 
We may thus see in it all the play of active human powers, 
and not seem to be merely undertaking 'the dissection of. 
disinterred remains or the collection and. description of 
curious relics, as if these were ends in themselves. Thel 
political framework and the moral and social ideas have' 

C.H. . 2 
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l
alwa.~s been an environment which affected contemporary 
industrial growth, and the record of events in each age is 
only completed when we have come to understand how the 
changes in economic conditions reflected themselves in 
economic ideas and terminology. 

III. METHOD AND DIVISIONS. 

TM .... tA04 13. From what has been noted above it foll~ws that we 
i;::}, ... cannot, in tracing the growth of industry and commerce in =z. thEili- earlier stages, adopt the principles of division which we 
"iepu, habitually use in the present day. Before the distinction 

Ibetween town and country emerges we cannot properly treat 
either of agriculture, industry or commerce apart from one 

t another; still less can we distinguish between labour, capital 
j. and land till the structure of society has assumed a com
i paratively modern type. "Both principles of division come to 

I be useful in connection with the later stages of economic 
development, but they are not applicable throughout. The 
mere statement of these preliminary difficulties shows" that 
the method that we pursue in studying the phenomena of 
the past must be very different from that which is employed 
by economio science in the present day. Economic science 
is primarily analytic, severing one class of facts from others, 
and investigating the different factors which have resulted in, 

Ii .... '" say, a rise of plumbers' wages. But in the earlier condition 
=::.~t of society we cannot group our facts thus, and we have far' 
~:f'::' too little information to enable us to "cross-examine the 

factslP and see what were the important antecedent con
ditions from which a particular change came forth. It has 
been hard enough to tell whether the recent depression of 
prices has been mainly due to the increasing scarcity of 
gold, to the enormous facilities of production we possess, or 
to sOIl'e dislocati~n, through the imposition of new tariffs, in 

• the cotnmeree of the world. And if it be hard to do this in 
~ ... '" the pr~deY' it must be still harder to detect the precise 
~~?::J!.. influences hich brought about the rise of prices in the time 
,phet101JKft4 

• 1 Harahall. hue", POIilw.. 46. 
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• 
of Edward n, or to say how far contemporaries" were right 
in unanimously ascribing it to another factor-the power of 
dealers to rombine and maintain a monopoly in their own 
interest· against the public>. While there i9 so much diffii 
culty in analysing th~ cause of a well-marked phenomeno 

, in the past, it is still harder to group particular occurrences 
aright SG as to reconstruct a picture of society. Quqtations ",oon

of the prices of each particular article in common nse are not :'::t:.' " 
really instfUctive unless we can form some idea of the quality/~~qf 
of the article supplied at that price'; but even if this difficulty ~"'Y" 
could be met, we cannot construct .a satisfactory scbeme of· whol .. 

the income and expenditure of the fifteenth century labo~rer 
unless we know definitely whether he was constantly em-
ployed, or whether there were many weeks in the year when 
he had neither work nor wages', So long as there is uiuc~ 
uncertainty about the interpretation of the particular pheno 
mena, we cannot hope to gather from these particulars well
grounded views of the general condition of society. The 
combination and interaction of causes' is the great difficulty 
with which any student of social phenomena has to contend; 
but the student of social phe~omena in the past must alsO} 
beware of the danger of accounting for recorded changes 
by ascribing them to factors which are powerful at the 
present tinte, but which have only recently come into 
operation at all. Economic students who attempt to investi- . 
gate some remote epoch by the same analytic method which 
• they habitually apply to the economio phenomena of the 
present may be led to assign an undue importance to one 
particular condition,-which may have attracted their atten
tion through the unsuspected influence of some prejudice or 
because it is markedly operative in modern tintes. Hence 
the same facts in economic history have been ascribed by 
different write;'" to the influence of opposite Causes, and the 
study has been to some extent discredited from the apparent 
difficulty of reaching solid conclusions. '{fe can only avoi~ 
these dangers by endeavouring to pursue an opposite method' 
we may begin with the political and social environment, 

1 See below, p. 686 • Denton, Fiftumth Oentt"'1h 2:19. 
• Denton, Fifteent" CtJlltUry, 171. • Mill, Logic, I. 601. 
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W, mil" ~ith the influences which are plainly observable in literature 
,~';t:;;.':d and public life; and working from a knowledge of the 
:::~r!~~:'l environment and of the forces actually in operation at any 
{:.h'~;:ch, give.n time, we-.shall find how far ~he repo,:,ed facts about 
-. uymg and selling, meat and clothmg, working and recrea-

tion become intelligible. On this method we may hope 
that, even if our explanation is not complete and needs to be 
corrected by being supplemented, it will be sound so far as it 
goes. We shall be better able to guard against the danger 
of generalising hastily from a few particulars. Most of the 
nfopnation on economic subjects, which has survived from 

early times, is purely local in character; it is not easy to see 
'ts true import, and we have no sufficient data for arguing 
from the particular cases to the state of the country generally. 
But in so far as we can get side lights on economic topics 
from evidence about political conditions or admitted legal 
rights, we h.ave a useful guide in interpreting the isolated 
scraps of information '. We must seek in each age for the 
light by which to understand how material sources were then 
appliea to maintain and prolong human life . 

•• ~ ,. . The chief problems which pave to be faced are far les.. due 
=:ri!":".1~0 want of information than to the difficulty of interpreting 
eli, .... ,... the facts which lie to hand; there is a danger of reading 

modem doctrines into ancient records, and it is most im
portant that we should endeavour to make sure that our 
explanatio'!ll'J"~ congenial to the spirit of a by~~e; in 
~his can be secured-wemay -at -least escape absurd. 
anachronism; while on the other hand, by noting cases where 
the facts are still unexplained, we may find a direction in 
which farther investigation of minute detail and the accumu
lation of new evidence are likely to prove profitable. 

C/oT.n.. I. On all these grounds it becomes clear that the main 
~l~~~n ldivisions must be historical into different periods of time; 

I The line taken in \he following pages OD .arioua points which are ,till In 
tlispu*«t amcmg Historians is due &0 this diffeTeDC8 of method. The general 
{",.,ditiona, of laugnage and re1igi0D, point 10 a geuera1 II11bvenion 01 Boman 
inftuence. and the particular C888 of the organisation of rural lite is iDterpreted 
In accordance wilh this view (p.lll). So with the alleged power of a wealthy 
merchant claas 10 opp .... artIaao8 in t ... Hth ... twy towns (po 837) and .. lIh lb. 
alleged prosperity 01 the labourer in lbellfl<eDIb con11117 (p. 390). 
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and since the 'growth of industry and commerce is so directll 
dependent on the framework of society at anyone time, it ma 
be most convenient to take periods which are, marked out b inuir::/i," 
political and social rather than by economic changes. Thi;::t:"o'!z by 

will give the most co\venient arrangement for setting the plJGag .. ; 

various events in a fresh light, and thus for obt&ming so far 
as possible 'a true picture of. the economic conditions of each 
period, and a clear understanding of thE!'" reasons for the 
changes that ensued, Anything that enables us to realise' 
the actual working of institutions in the past and that helps 
us to have a vivid conception of them, will be of v&.!.ue; 
but our chief aim must be to exhibit the conditions under 
which new industrial or commercial developments were 
called forth,. and which rendered each step' in the progress 
inevitable. The broad political divisions in our history are 
sufficiently marked: the accessions of William I" Edward I., I 
Richard II., Henry VII., Elizabeth, James L, William III., I 
mark ve'ry distinct crises. ' In approaching each new period 
we shall find it desirable to note first of all the economic. 
importance of the phase of political life on which the nation 
had entered, and then to put in the forefront the effective • . 
force which was guiding economic changes and to trace its ~~.m •• 
influence. Thus royal power after the conques£, legislative n .acA. 

action under the Edwards, citizen aims in the fifteenth 
century, seem to have been the motor forces)hat came most 
strikingly into play; it is by watching these powerful factors 
at work that we get the most convenient clue to the tangled 
web of the phenomena of early industrial life. 

There may seem perhaps to be something derogatory PoU"".1 

to the claims of Political Economy as an independent science, !"J.~;:!' 
in thus treating the history of economic phenomena in the ~..::~~ 
past as wholly dependent on politics and political changes. P'''4 •. ntof 
But it would be more true to say that the point serves Polo"",; 

to bring out one of 'the differences between the historical 
study and the modern science. The sllience, as Mill ex- \ 
pounded it, is hypothetical and claims to ,t!ace the action of 
economic forces in a well-defined sphere of life, and to show 
what always tends to happen in so far as they have free play; 
special political conditions might come in, according to his 
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but Ec'!"". view, to modify the application of these principles, but not to 
-:~ !'" affect the terms in which they are stated. But with Economic 
t.?i~;,!:';;. History it is different; the very sphere which we are about . . E study is conditioned by the political circumstances which 

ave extended or diminished the area Sver which the English 
overnment'and the English race have held sway at different 

imes. Economic forces in modem days may be treated 
abstractly and ret:arded as exhibiting the mechanical play of 
the self-interest of individuals; while the government seems 
to have no part, but to preserve such security and order that 
this "may operate freely. But History must trace out the 
conscious· efforts, w hich wer~ made from time to time, to 

I develope the resources and expand the commerce of the realm; 
such deliberate endeavours were made through political 
institutions for political objects, and affected our progress 
for good or for evil 

and tli, So too, even the broad distinctions drawn by economists 
...... "40 do not serve to give us satisfactory divisions in historical 

study. We cannot draw a hard and fast line between 
natural and money economy, or between the age of custom 

, and that of competition, for the practice of competition 
has gradually succeeded the customary regime here and there; 
as the use of money has come in, there has been a substitu
tion of a cash nexus for all sorts of customary arrangements. . 
Such foreign trade as existed from the earliest times was 

{

always conducted on a mo.n. eyed .. basis;. b~~Str.Y . and 
agriculture bave )een occasionally affected, and then gradually 

r. ~d allci~transformed,_hii~e W;;;-ofooinage. We can 
Grtulual seetbat, at one time, even the taxation of the country was =-=i chieOy ~d in service and in kind; tha~ere Jepqel1ld =y ~; and that labour got a large portion of its reward in 
.1IIl of com· board and lodging and clothes. The valuing of such obliga.. 

, ~ tions in terms of money and discharging tbem in customary 
payments of coin were improvements which were slowly intro
duced, first in one Bepartment of life and then another. The 
d'etermination to .let such payments be readjusted by com
petition from time to time, and to give up trying to fix them 
at fair rates, has been another gradual movement. We 

, cannot date the change itself; but we can choose certain 
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important points in our history, and enqilire what parts of 
our social fabric had been re-adapted at that particular time. 

It is not easy to give definite dates to "hanges in our 
economic institutions. but it is harder still to apply a precise 
chronological treatment to the moral and intellectual side of au....,... 
economic life-as the modifications must have been so :d::7~'. 
gradual that we can scarcely hope to estimate their extent at ;:i.t. 
any given date; it is in consequence very difficult to trace the) 
connection between the introduction of new ideas and the 
course of events. All that can be attempted is to endeavour 
to set forth, before the beginning of each political period, 'the 
aims and ideas which were so geD,llraily diffused as to influence 
action during that period, and to sum up at the end the 
additional knowledge that had been gained from actual ex· 
perience in the intervening time. The preambles of statutes 
and other documents, and the economic literature of each 
century, give us a series of "dated examples· however, and 
from them we can generally learn what men thought and I 
what they wished, so that we can better apprehend the 

·meaning of what they did. 
14. In attempting to carry out this double purpose we TIM,. 

must rely on evidence of different kinds; though the relation i!.~:n .. 
must often be defective through the insufficiency of the infor- r.:Jf:;n. 
mation that has come to hand. This is especially true of the evitknce. 

earlier periods; while the great difficulty in regard to later 
times is to make a judicious selection out of the ma.ss of facts 
that are easily accessible. We must distinguish, however, 
hetween different kinds of evidence according as they are of 
greater or less weight, SO e,s to be able to judge how far 
any opinion is well founded. Much of our information is 
drawn from literary evidence; but the documents, which 
originally had a practical purpose, have a different interest 
from chronicles that recount events. 

L Literary Evidence. a. Documents. There may be Li!u..-y 
considerable difficulty in determining whet"er any document cvid6ncc. 

is what it purports to be. but when the critical question is set> 
at rest the evidence it furnishes is indubitable. Statements I 
which are directly borne out by the authority of charters, 
leases, accounts, &c., may be regarded as unimpeachable. The 



HutoNu. 

24 INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 

,
chief difficulty in 'Using such documents is due to the facb 
that their direct application is often very limited, and we may 
make' grave mistakes in arguing from them. How far are 
the conditions ~f tenure in this lease typical 1 How far were 
the prices in this locality exceptiona', or do they represent 
I the general range of prices throughout the country 1 It is 
thus that descriptions and reasonings we frame may be quite 
imtrustworthy even when they appear to rest on the firmest 
possible foundation. 

b. Histories. These must differ immensely in value, 
eitl!er as sources for description or explanation, according as 
the au thor was more or le~ honest, and more or less well 
informed. Historians always have had to rely on the in
formation furnished by others; and it is obvious that for 
many purposes contemporary chroniclers are less likely to be 
led into error than those who are writing about the distant 
past, but even the most careful contemporary may be mis
informed as to events that occurred in other localities, or as 
to the reasons which induced a particular course of conduct. 
While contemporaries are in a far better position than late,r . 
writers for describing occurrences, they have not ~uch an 
immense advantage when they try to explain the circum
stances which brought about a change, or to estimate it. 
ultimate importance. A high value attaches to the histori
cal statements in the preambles of the statutes or in royal 
proclamations;' it would scarcely have been worth while to 
put them forward unless tbey at least seemed plausible to 
contemporaries; the authors of such public papers were 
likely to be well informed, and jf they were consciously dis
honest, the proof is probably easier than in the case of private 

~
ersons. Histories give us more or less probable information 

that covers a wide range in place and time, while docp
ments often supply reliable details. We must take the 
two together, and while we try to verify history by appeal
. g to documents:we shall often need to turn to history for 
'guidance in interpreting them aright. 

n. Monuu.ents and Relics. Considerable knowledge of 
the state of the arts at any time may sometimes be derived 
from the monuments and relics that remain. Buildings may ( 
show how far the Olen of a particular age were acquainted 
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with the use of particular materiaLs-stoue or wood-or par
ticular principles-the use of the arch; frescoes, tapestries I 
or illuminations may be of the greatest possjble use; and + 
coins, jewelry or other articles may help us to picture 
the manner of life ·of ou~ forefathers at any particular 
period and their skill in the working of metals. Here also 
we must coutend with the critical difficulties as to the 
character and date of monuments or relics, and we may 
mistake imported for native workmanship;, but we have 

, at all events an important source of subsidiary information 
, which may help us to picture different period. of the. past 

more clearly. 
1II. Sumval8. The maintenance of a custom or inStitu_\s ..... ...z.. 

tion which has come to be a ~or an anachronism may 
, also be of great value as evidence; such things testify to the 
existence of a time when society was so constructed that they 
discharged some real function. There were many municipal 
officials in the unreformed burghs of the last century,
Jlaywards, molecatchers, pinders and others,-whose existence I 
as municipal officials would be hard to explain if it were not 
-that the town had grown up from a little agricultural village" 
and that the functionaries who discharged important rural > 

duties, or who were the organs by which the local magnate 
exercised his control, remain to bear witness of the place as 
it was in those forgotten times. Even if they discharge no 
otller useful function they testify, by their very existence, 
to forgotten facts in regard to the origin of the town. 

15. We are not, however, absolutely limited to informa- Tho 

tion drawn from our own land for the history of institutions;:.,. ........ 
in England: we may be able to fill up a certain number oq""UOW· 
gaps by means of the coQlparative method. There are somel 

. parts of the world where institutions now exist which 
are very similar to those which were at work in England 
during the middle ages; or the early condition of England 
was similar to that of other parts of Europe, and light drawn 
from distant sources may help us to understand what ""'" 

1 At the same time jt must. be bome in mind that some arrangements which 
seem to WI nry curious may be 01 oomparati:n~1y recent origin. Compare Prot -
Kaitland In TM SfllTi~al 0/.dn:AGic COlJalhHlitiu. L4VJ Qututerly, IL 96, 21L 



mGygifJe 
wuseful 
illUltrtJ. ...... 

'INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 

going on in our own land. But ,this method of reasoning 
must always be used with care; the gilds in Baroda! in the 
present day are similar to the medireval gtldS m England, but 
tney are not id.;;;:t;-;';'j; we inust in all cases p~ove that the 
similarity is so close as to justify us iPl arguing from one to 
the other, if We are not content to use the modern instance as 

more or less apposite illustration rather than an explanation. 
The causes, which are bringing about the decay of common 
village life and regulated industry in India, may be similar 
to those which .were at work in former days in England; but 
the mere presence of an active official body saturated with 
modern and western ideas is an accelerating, it may be an 
initiating, force which was wanting among ourselves. The 
debt which each country owes to other civilisations, its 
climate and position, and countless other circumstances which 
are special to it alone, so far affect industrial development 
and decay in each land that we can rarely get any statement 
which holds good of all peoples, or lay down with any exact
ness the "natural progress of opulence." But even if the 

... if w'l comparative method fails to give us valuable generalisations . 
j:::.":I." or sociological laws, it niay serve as a useful adjunct, by 

• ~:~ enabling us to realise the nature of a social structure, to 
the existence of which histories and survivals only testify 

\ 

by the merest hints. By contrasting institutions or customs, 
differing in time and place but with a strong superficial 
resemblance, we may learn to understand the true character 
of each; and I have not scrupled to refer, especially in 
footnotes, to information regarding other countries, which 
serves to throw light on the economic condition of our 
own land. 

E.gl;'A 16. In tbis aspect we may see .that the study of English 
~~ economic history leads us to a standpoint from which we can 
~:: .. :;~ .. examine the industrial development of any other country with 
Oypiul, greater facility and accuracy, since the progress of other lands 

)may be traced mosY clearly when we have followed out the 

I 
hit-tory of that people who have attained the greatest measure 
of success. England takes her place among contemporaries 

1 G ... , .... of B"",bag Pr~. VoL VII. (1883) pp. 160-162. Cootpare oIso 
C F. S. P. Lely on TraJe Gu.ild. oj.AAmedabad in Oauttu:r oj Bomba,l PruitkJley, 

• IV. (1879) pp.l06-116. 
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as the wealthiest of existing nations, and her contribution to ~ " 
human civilisation has not consisted.so much in the deveIOP-! 
ment of Literature and Art, as was done by Greece, or in ' 
·creating Law and administering it like' Ro~e, but rather 
in the triumphs of h~r enterprise and the success of her 
industry. . 

There are other reasons why the growth of English owing '0 
industry may be taken as typical; the comparative complete- ~~=;of 
ness of her records from the times when scattered tribes had :::d ~:'.::~ 
not yet come to be a nation till the present dsyrenders it less{'.~=. 
impossible to trace the course of English than of some ether 
industrial developments. Again, the insular position Of) 
England has given a marked ch&l'&cter to her civilisation, 
while the comparative immunity from foreign invasion has 
rendered it more possible to specify the effects of intercourse 
with other lands, and of the settlement of foreigners here, 
than might otherwise be. the case. On all these grounds we 
may feel that the story of English industry may be regarded 
as typic&!, and as giving us a useful clue with which to 
follow out the history of economic progress in other lands 
aDd other times. 

The study of progress in medieval times may also have a 
re·assuring effect in regard to controversies in ,the present 
day. In looking back we can see that an order has emerged 
from the chaos, and that large political aims, both for good 
government within and influence abroad, have gradually 
asserted themselves. But at each step, the broad issues 
were obscured by passing occurrences, and narrow and selfish 
interests. Powerful as these disintegrating factors have been,l 
'tit every stsge, they have not after all been the controlling 
force; they have only served as the instruments and occasions 
by which wisdom has asserted itself and the public good has 
been secured. • 
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1 POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ENVIRONllENT. 

B.C.5S- 17. THE German tribes, from which the English nation 
A.D. 1":6. afterwards sprang, are described by Coosar as only just emerg-
1Jr<4t ing from a nomadic condition, since they had not secured 
cho!'!!" in settled homes. They were an agglomeration of litt,Lezroups, _ 
~~.!.:!:~% each of which probably consisteci of a joi~fa:;;Jy with'tiie 
66 •• ", closest ties of kindred among the members. The men who 

composed them were occasionally brought into connection 
with the members of other families for jndicial purposes; 
and the whole body might be united in the presence of a 
common danger. 

There was very little complexity in su~h a social con
dition. The patriarchal families carried on pasture or arable 
farming on very primitive lines. In addition to these peace
ful avocations, the organising of predatory expeditions ap
pears to have been a regular practice. Enterprising leaders 
attached. to themselves a devoted personal following, who 
had a part in the riches and the spoils of any venture. But I the ties of blood, and of personal loyalty, sufficed to hold" 
society together, and to' determine the obligations of each 
indiyidual towards his neighbours and his claims upon them. 
If we contrast the position of their English descendants 
a thousand years later, as it is pictured for us in the 

1086 A.D. Domesday Survey,· we cannot but be struck by the extra
~l'dinary revolution which had taken place in the condition of . 
the people. The English were no longer a mete congeries 
of septs, but a ~"tion with complicated political institutions; 
they had been 80\ long settled in the island they had con-

\ 
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quered that they had become a clearly defined J1e~ple, ruled B:C. 65-

from a single centre. As early as the seventh cent~ the A.D. 1066. 

kings of Northumbria had established such influence over 
the other English kingdoms, that they c@ld organise a 
national .fiscal system, in wbich the obligations of each tribe 
were estimated L"Cording to the hundreds '. As tbe kingly 
power was more successfully asserted, an official class, who 
were at once dependent on and representatives of royalty, 
came more and more to the 1'!'ont, and right could be en-
forced witbout regard to the claims of kindred '. 

18. While there was this sbiking change in the political Tho 

structure, there may well have been great differences id' the :'.:.ili;;?;;j 
tone of social feeling; but of this we cannot easily judge, as we ~mili" 
have no real means of estimating the nature of the custom..-y 'ribu 

morality of the primitive English tribes. The unqualified 
. praise which Tacitus bestowed upon them has been echoed 

by later writers'; and the carefuf investigation of the relics 
tbat remain, in tbeir places of burial and elsewhere, goes to 
show that they were not mere savages, while in their primitive 
condition and still uninfluenced by Roman civilisation'. On 
the other hand, some of those who have devoted themselves 
to . the study of their laws are less favourably impressed '. 
But whatever their virtues or vices may have been, tbe 
acknowledged rigbt of each freeman to appeal to the judg
ment of the sword, and their habit of pursuing warfare as 
a regular business, prevented <them from settling down at 
once into well-ordered society, and survived as disturbing 
element. for many generations. 

Tbese practices however fell more and more into disuse; 
but otber influences came into operation soon after the 
'English took up tbeir abode in ~ritain, and became more 449 A.D. 

1 W. :r. Corbett, The Tribal Hid"ag~, in 2'rcmt. B. Hut. Soc. XIV. 207. 
t Compare JudiciCl OintG"' Londoni~, viii. and Seebohm, Tn"baZ Owtolll in 

.Anglo-SaJeM LtI.ID, 416. .. ~ 

• M.onteBquieu, who was somewhat in1luenced by the II noble savage" theory 
which was current in his days, ascribed the excellenoo of the modern English 
coll8titution to their primitive ,,1sdom, ElJlrit de. LoiB, XL 6. " 

• II He was in fact & thorough gentleman, o.nd the proof 1>1 it lies in his 
perceiving that, WO~ was to be revered as well as loved." Hodgetts, Older 
E ... l<uod. 104. 

I II They possessed no several estate, and were steeped in the squalor of 
unintelligent poverty." Coote, Romani 01 Britain, 447. 
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B.O. 65- powerful tn' the succeeding centuries. The Christian Church 
A.D: 1066. worked along with royalty in endeavouring to restrict the 

• 'Of.~~~by irresponsible power of great men with numerous kindred 1. 

inj/1wn«, The enforcemellt of law and the security of property were 
favoured by the exertions of the clerlV' and society became 
more orderly. Nor was the labourer forgotten; the traffic 
in slaves was greatly discountenanced, the lot of the serf was 

I improved, and the worker came to enjoy a weekly holiday 
on Sundays. While the influence of the Church was thus 
effective internally, it also served to re-establish a closer 
connection between England and the Continent, and to 
enc3urage the development of foreign trade. The efforts of 
these Christian missionaries are well worthy of our attention, 
as they were not merely religious teachers, but the agents 
through whom the English came into real cont~t with the 

and bp ,he heritage of civilised life which had survived the destruction 
R:::.::: 01 of the Roman Empire. :Before they landed in Britain the :;'1>- English had been almost uninfluenced by Rome'; and the 

• balance of evidence seems to show that they had little 
opportunity of deriving many elements of culture from such 
remains of Imperial civilisation as they found when they· 
entered on possession'. We are consequently forced to 
believe that in .so far as elements of Roman Law or the 
practice of Roman arts appear in England before the 
Norman Conquest, it is probably because they had been 
re-introduced through eccle~tical influence. • 

II. THE ENGLISH IN FRISIA. 

•. 0.65. 19. The earliest evidence which we possess in regard to 
those Germans among whom the English tribes were in
cluded', dates from· a time when they had_Dot completely 

1 A parallel movement is noticeable in the restrictions of pri ..... te war: 
Semichon, Pais " Trit1t de Dieff, ce. i. ii. 

I Coote. BOfIIfUI. of Brit4i., 447, but see below, p. 49. note 1, alao p. 60 . 
• See below, pp. 59.1c:rt. 

~ ' .. ~ this ak.1eb II baa nol ....,,00 ~ to attempt to c1iatinguiBh the 
.t:ngJiah from o\ller a.rman tribes. Linguialie a1IIniliet show that they cam. of 
tho Low a.rman stook (Grimm, O ... Ai</ou a... ok ... """ Sprado<, p. 658). The 
Saxona have heeD identi.Oed with the Ingn.ev0D.e8 of Tacitue. (G,rm, D. 2.) Zeusa: 
(lHut,eAen u. NaeAhar'tarnnu. pp.l5O. 880) gives the earlier DOUce of these names. 
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emerged from a nomadic state I: apart from .this direct B.C. 55-

evidence we might have inferred on general grounds that they A.D. 449. 

must have pursued a pastoral life at some period. If the T~!.ili". • 

Teutonic' peoples really migrated from the .Asiatic steppes, ~~ .. 
their original economl must have been of this character; 
while the wandering of a tribe-not the incursion of a horde 
of conquerors-is scarcely intelligible unless we suppose them 
accompanied and supported by their flocks and herds '. One 
most important occasion for the wandering of such tribes 
must have been a lack of fodder, and they would take the 
direction which presented the least obstacles to their con-
tinued livelihood from their herds. Level plains aud liver I 
courses would offer favourite lines of progress; while the 
rapid multiplication, which seems to ];tave continued in t~e 
regions from which they came, would always urge an onward 
movement. But at length they would find themselves 
opposed by obstacles which prevented any farther advance' ; 
there were no meana of transport by which a nomadic people 
could convey their herds across the German Ocean, while 
the Roman armies prevented the farther progress of the 
barbarian tribes, as tribes. In some such way as this the and • 

English were forced to settle down on the strip of land in ~;r:.ng 
Frisia, where they were sooner or later compelled to eke out 
their subsistence from their herds by means of tillage. 
From thence they subsequently emerged to conquer Britain. 

The descriptions which WIt read of nomadic peoples in Nomadic 

the pl'E'sent., day', enable us to form a fairly clear idea of the .~. 
economy of similar tribes long ago. In the management of 
the herd, in successful breeding and training, there is op-

and in pp. 490-501 an account of the bibes at the time of the invB8:ion of Britain 
and subsequently j they are mentioned by name by ptolema!us as dwelliug at the 
month of the Ellie, in close association with the ADgli and Suevi, who were 
probably identical. PortiOll8 of the tribes contiDued in the old aetUements, and 
as Old Saxons preserved their ancient CDBtoma (.LB. 780) ti.llllt leas' the time 
of Bed.. (8 .... E.". v. 10.) 

1 De Bello GallieD, IV. 1, Heque multom fromento, sed maximam partem lacte 
atque pecore vivunt, multumque 8lUlt in Tena~ionibU8 •• 

• L. ldorgan (..4ncienl Society, p. 21) points out that tribe8 have sometimes 
boon onpportAld in wDg migratiolla by ftshiDg in the rivers tho eouroo of wh1!h 
!hoy followed. 

• Tho eouditlona which lead to such a sotUoment are wolldiscll88ed by A.l!:.l!. 
SchiifDe. BI!-u und LebeR th6 .oc:1aUa K67ptn, m. p.W. 

• Boschert Nal. d . .dckerbalU', p. so. 
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1I.C. 55- portunity lor the 'constant exercise of forethought and skill. 
A.D. 449. The land over which the cattle =ge is not appropriated. 

Each family however possesses its own herd; and there may 
also be an und~rstanding, for mutual convenience, between 
two septs or families, as to the runs which their cattle are to 

Eoid""", occupy respectively'. When we bear ~n mind these facts as 
of OlUar. to the general character of such tribes, we shall be in 8 better 

position for interpreting the hints which Cresar gives us in 
regard to some matters of detail. 

if:;h::' They were, as he tells us, mostly occupied with hunting 
and warfare', and they derived subsistence from their herds 
and ',;he spoils of the chase; but they hardly devoted them
selves to agriculture at all. Under these circumstances it 
is. quite clear that tl1e assignment of land' which Cresar 
describes, must either have been forest for game or pasturage 

U8~ and for cattle; in any case it was waste land they wished to use, 
if.::;;:'!t as they could have little interest in securing possession of fields 

that were suitable for tillage. What they wished to have 
was the right to use a well-stocked waste, and the lands 
thus assigned were common to the members of a particular 
family or sept for the time being, and were not held in. 
severalty. 

TM. I We cannot be surprised at reading of a people in this 
T·l< .... • imperfectly settled condition that they had no permanent 
;,:r:::v houses; their dwellings were only roughly put together to 
==- serve as a temporary sheltera. But it does not necessarily 

1 Genesis xiii. 11, 12. 
, Vita omnia in vonatiODibus alque in studilo rei mi1i1aris consIstit .••. Agricul. 

tarm DOD student. majorque pars victas eorum in lacte, easeo, carne eonaistit. 
CteSaI'. B. G. VL 21, 22 . 

• Nequeqnisqnam agri modumcertum wfines babet proprioa: sedmagiBtratU8 
Be principee in annos aingnl08 gentibua eognaUonibosqne hominum, qui una 
eoieront, quantum at quo loco mum est agri. attribuunt, atque anno post aUo 
transize <ogunl. B. G. VI. 22.-

The following. _ is also 01 interest, though il may refer to • temporary 
emergenq. 

Hi centum pagos habere dieuntur, ex quibus quotannia aingul& milia ar .. 
matorum bellandi causa dlX inibua educunt. Beliqui, qui doml manseruot. se 
tfq1le ill08Wunt," Hi J'Ol'9U8 in vicem anno post in armis eunt, Wi domi remanent. 
~ neque agrieu1tura Dee ratio atqne UBllB belli iD~rmiUitur.r Cmsar, B. G. I'f'. 1. 
Compare also AJfred'8 orgaDiaation for defence agaInat the Danes. E"gIUk 
UkNPtido,894 • 

• B. G. VI.~. Hanssen (Agrarlri../orUclaf ..fbAand. L 93), who discuasea the 
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follow that they were so wholly ignorant of tillag~' that they B.C. 55-

did not ,practise it at all. Pl'imiti ve agriculture is per- A.D. 449. 

fectly consistent with .. very migratory life. Some migratory 
tribes in the present day diversify the mOl'lotony of their 
life by occasionally gr<,\wing a 'crop', and sin~e; according to 
Cresar, the Germau trihes settled in the same district it was 
at all events possible for them to practise agriculture in this 
primitive form, as an adjunct to their other supplies '. 

20. There are indeed positive advantages in the method Er" ...... 

of tillage which consists in clearing the land to take a single culture. 

crop, and then letting it go wild again, while the s\me 
process is repeated elsewhere. By such extensive culture, full 
advantage is taken of the natural fertility of the soil; the 
system often 'maintains itself side by side with methods of 
culture that imply far more care and Bkill: it obtains in 
RUBsia now'. Extensive tillage, in some form or other, 

evidenoo furnished by Cresar with Considerable care, 'comes to the conelusion that 
they had a regular agricultural system, and that the various sept.s interchanged 
dwellings as well as lands at the time of the annual redistribution. But the 
statements already quoted &8 to their means of subsistence make agaiD.st the 
opinion that they were so elaborately organised. 

- 1 Maize is grown by North American tribes who are still mninly given to I 
hunting and migrating. The Phomicians, when circumnaviga.ting Africa, wintered 
on. land and grew crope of wbeat. Herodotus, IV. 42. 

I Some po.storal tribes in North Africa pl'efer to have their herds ranging near 
their households and layout arable fields at a distnnce of some miles. Kovalevsky, 
Die od:. Entwiculung Europcu. 58. • 

I WIUlaee. RUoII.na, I. 801. In former days in Aberdeensbire the out·town land, 
which Iny at a greater distance from the homestead, was m.o.naged OD this system, 
while the in-~Wfl. ftelds we~ manured and cropped regularly year after year. 
NQrthern ,Bural Life, 20. Simil.arly the two method& of cultivation e.re used tor 
diJIerent par ... of their laud by some peasants in India. II The system of tillnge 
is in many respects peculiar. Having first found his level space the husbandman 
proceeds to puUd thereon his hut of wicker and thatch. The nex.t step is to olear 
the soil of stones and brushwood.. From the ashea of the eat·then grate at which 
his co&ne meal is cooked. from the droppings of hiJ own and his neighbour's 
cattle, is gathered together a BIDall stock of manure i and this he spreads over ~e 
cleared space around his fragile homestead. On the oasis thus created in the 
miWit of wilderneu is sowu year after year the unwatered spring crop. For the 
autumn harvest the goenr or homestead 1a.nda a.re Dever tilled. To find a soU for 
his kharff. the peasant. must go farther afield or rather farther ajUllkle. Sallying 

!::: :PO~i: :-~~:r.CU;h!::e~:=~b~~:rr;:,: :eB8~~~ a:: 
a month or two later, when summer has suftlcienUy dried their sap. he seta the 
whole ablaze. The alkali of the ashes forms an ex.celleut mauure, and on the drst 

c,B. 3 
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B.O.65- appears to have been practised in all parts of the world, 
A..D. t49. and it would be quite congruent with the social habits which 

Cresar describes. In so far as the English had agriculture, 
or when they began to engag~ in agriculture, it was probably 
on this method, as it would fit in oIlI0St easily with their 
other modes of obtaining subsistence. 

E,';d",,!,, 21. The well-known passage' in the Germania of Tacitus 
rs r.~'tl<8, descrihes a state of society which is at first sight not very 

dissimilar, though from the slight stress laid on other modes 
of livelihood we may perhaps' infer that the tribes were 
mynly dependent on agriculture at the time when he wrote. 

I" They change the ploughed fields annually, and there is 
land over." The sentence seems to imply the existence of an 
extefl8iv8 system, as the phrase" et superest ager" is hardly 
intelligible unless we interpret it as an indication that the 
whole extent of the waste was so large that they were able 
to change the part which they cultivated every year. But 
there is one point to which Tacitus calls attention in regard 
to which Cresar is silent; the range of their wandering was 
so far restricted that they were in the habit of storing 

I supplies of food Their villages were curiously irregular to 
Roman eyes', and they may perhaps have occasionally moved 

fall of rain the Boil is ready for the sowing of the autumn crop. It fa obvlOl18 
of course that this process cannot be repeated yearl,.. To allow the soil to recoup 
itself, and the brushwood to grow ~&in, • cycle of fallow years is. needed, and 
&8 • rule the kharif is reaped but ev8l'1 third autumn." Cooybea.re, Nole em tie 
Pargana Dud]"i of the Mirzapur Diltrid, 14. Compare also Virgil, (}eqrgiu, r. 84. 
Illustrations may be found from the habits of differen~ African tribes: the Kafirs 
remove &heir entire kraal when the soU is exhauned and break up DeW' ground. 
Compendiw.n of Kafir Law., p. 150. 

J4r Frazer has called my attention to other instances: to Migrations are Ire. 
queni as the result of .. discovery of good soil; lI01D.etimes a wbole village will 
migrate to a new p1aee." Felk:in on the Hadi Tribe, PTocudin4. of Royal 
&c. 0/ Edinbu'fIh (18M), XlI. SIS. See ahoo Winlerboltmn, 8krra L..,... 62-
Bmmah Ufords a close parallel to CESar'S description, as lhe Karens ehange 
their fields annuallYi they move every two or three years and build new hotl8e8 to 
be near their cultivation; "Each WIage has its own lands; and if ther are laage 
in comparison with the inhabitant., they are able to cultivate new llelds for six or 
seven years; bui if tbQ lands are sman. they are compelled 10 come back to their 
former cu1tivation in three or foUl' years i but: after 80 Ibor& a period the jungle 
on it is too small to produce any good aIDOttul of ashes, and the crops are poor." 
Hason in Jourrtol of ~Mtic 8oem, oj Berrgal (1868), xxXVII. 120. 

I (}~rm. 26. See below, p. 97, note 4-
• Germ. IS. See below, p. 86, note 4. 
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their camps as the convenience of. pasture ground or the I~: :~ 
necessities of extensive culture dIctated, but they were 
accustomed to construct subterranean caverns' both for the Sub, ... ,. .. 

sake of protecting their stores from the severity of the ~ 
winter, and of conc .... ling them, if necessary, from their 
enemies. This gives us a somewhat different picture from 
that of Cresar, in whose time the tribes appear to have been 
indifferent to adequate shelter from the changes of the 
seasons. • 

It is hardly possible to exaggerate the importance of the ~co .... " I 
step that is implied in this statement; so long as a tri~ is ~i;-;:;'~~ 
migratory they cannot accumulate any store of wealth, such :~~:.:f.I~~ 
as they must have if they are to set themselves energetically ';"'" • 
to make the most of the resources of the particular place 
where they dwell. So soon as they have. any opportunities 
of storing, they may begin to look forward to a more distant 
future, not merely to next harvest; and they may begin to 
expend their toil on improvements which will .. be of value for 
many years to come. The wandering shepherd is able by 
migration to shirk the ditliculties of overcoming nature'; 
while wealth in the form of herds is not susceptible of in~ 

1 There iB. 88 Mr Frazer has pointed out to me, an interesting paraDel in the 
habits of the Ka6.rs. J4r Kay writes, "It is worthy of remark that although 
these subterranean storehOUBe8 ate frequently exposed, and the kraal in which 
they are made sometimes deserted for weekB and months together, an instance 
rarely or never 0CCllI'8 of one being broken ppen. or of its contents being un· 
lawfully taken away. This would be accounted a very heinous oft'ence." 7'ra.t7tl8 
and RuurcAu ill Oa.1fro.ri4, 145. 

, It is worth while to compare the obstacles to the progress of the lower races. 
Tribes which live by hunting depend for their...es.istenCft on being within rea.ch of 
game: they must follow the herds and have scarcely any means of 8tOring supplies 
of meai: they have DO forethooght except fol' the nexi few days. As they make 
no don to keep up the sopply of game. any encroachment: on their grounds is a. 
serious danger, and their ooly hope of having enough liee in exterminating the 
inLrnders; hence the ruthlessness of North American Indian wars. They cannot 
spare the Uves of enemies, .. they have no moon. of procuring additionaisupplies 
of food. The position of pastoral peoples is very different: by skilful management 
of their lIocks and herds they may have an increased BUijPly of the means of life, 
and they are able to utilise the services 01 others in attending to them. Hence 
among pastoral peoples we find that there is room. for the preservation of slave8~ 
the struggle for exis&ence begins to take the form of seeking to develope the 
l'esonrce8 of Datnre, instead of that of t:rying to maintain oneself by keeping 
down the Dumber of possible competitors. Compare Roscher, Nat. d. .dckerbauu. 
p.21. 

3-2 
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B.C.55- definite increase i scarcity of fodder limits it', and the 
A.D. 449. C1iances of disease and drought render this sort of wealth 

liable to total destruction from changes in the seasons; there 
are many natutal barriers to the increase of pastoral riches. 

ar.d thir 
btariJlg on 
jurtlitr 
progress. 

But the man with a settled store h .... entered on a mode of 
life in which there are infinite possibilities of progress; he 
may obtain and lay up, not one sort of wealth only, but wealth 
of different kinds, and thus possibilities of trade will arise '. 
Then again his store of wealth enables him to look far ahead 
and engage in "work which will ultimately prove most useful, 
evei though it yields no immediate return; while he may 

. set himself to acquire skill in various directions. The step 
from located stores to fixed houses is comparatively easy; 
and when once a tribe has settled in permanent habitations, 
the prospect of steady progress without assignable limit, 
in numbers, in national wealth and in culture, really lies 
open before them. 

<J'E':$~':i. 22. We have no precise evidence then as to the time 
.. ,tl"" .. ,. when the English entirely relinquished their migratory 

habits and built permanent houses; but whenever this 
.occurred, the habitations provided were very different from' 
those which the Romans would have reared in occupying 
a new territory'; they would have begnn by laying out 
a city from which, as the centre of the new district, the great 

.. to .i.. roads led into the surrounding country. But the Germans 
founded nQ cities and sett!ed in isolated groups as they w!'re 
attracted by physical conveniences', without adopting any 
regular method of grouping. A comparison of the modes of 

1 Mo~ Antknt &cidg. pp. 26, 634. 2 See below, p. 79 . 
• On the laying out of • Roman Colony eomparo Coote. Boman. in Britain, 52. 

M In proofs of centariatioD EngJand and Wales are richer &han any other .Boman 
counlry in Europe," ibid. 88. 

" Gennania, c. 16: Nullas Germanoram populis urbas habitari, satis noium 
eat: De pad quidem inter Be juncta.a aedes. Colont diaereii et diversi, at fOlll, at 
campus., uli neJDUS placuit. Vieoe locant, nOD in nostrum morem. eonnexi. eli 
cohmrentibus edifi.ciis; 81WQ. qnisque domam .,atio circumdai, ave adversus 
C&8ua ignis .remedium, .~e iDscitia edifieandi. 

f: Bethmann-Hollweg (Cinl-Prouu, lV. p. 80) argaea that; the last two aentences 
describe two distinct forms of settled habitation, similar t.o those which are Im01fD 

88 the 'joint-undivided-fAmily,' and the 'village community,' and uiJi side by 
Bide in Bengal. The ioint undivided family eonsiate of a group 01 perbaps three 
generations, who are united by partakiug together in common meala, oommOll 
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settlement adopted by different tribes shows that they were B.C. 55-

greatly determined in their choice by physical considerations. A.~. 449. 

Little oases on heaths and moors, which could hardly support ~~"'i ... : 
a village, might be the residence of a hous;hold j so might 
restricted habitable sp,ts on mountains, or in forest glades t, ~-:'Z" 
There seems to be reason to believe, however, that different ,.11.". 
races have definite preferen,s:es as to the. manner of settle- -
meut which they adopt, when. circumstances allow them to 
use this discretion', The Celts appear to have preferred \ 
isolated dwellings or mere hamlets, but the Germans esta· 
blished themselves in villages'. This was the practice oflthe 
tribes which Tacitus describes', and they made arrange· , 

worship, and who hold commOD property j while in the village community each 
head oIa family has definit.. property, as distinguished from the property 01 other 
families in thrcommunity. 

Mr See~ {Villag. Community, p. 888) abio holds thai the two sentences 
refer to distinct kinds of social groups: the landownenliving in scattered homes, 
with eerfs oceupyiDg villagee (mo.) on \heir .. WeB. 

It seems to be more natural however to regard the second sentence as merely 
explaining the character of the scattered groups which have been already con· 
trasted with Roman towns. On the German distaste for urban life see Gfrorer, 
Paplt Gregorius YII., YlL 98. I#-

1 Particular &ituationamight beattractive for the greater security the,. afforded; 
we may compare the early aettlem.ents of IriBh monks. Where no isolated retreat 
e&U be obtained, deliberate devasta.tion may be resorted to in se1f-defenC8. 

Pnblice muimam putant ease laudem., quam latissime B snis 1l.nibus vaeare 
agros: hac re signi1icari. magnum numernm civitatium suam'rim austinere non 
posse. Itaque una ex parte a Suevis circiter m.i).ia pusuum sexcenta agri vacare 
dicuntur. B. G.lV. 8. Simul boo Be fore tutiores arbitrantur, repentinl8 incursionis 
timQre sublato. B. G. VL 28. 

The same system was in vogue in lDdia under native rule. U One of the first 
thingtl ... waa to make a good road to connect the capital (of Sawnnt Wa.rn) with 
the seaport Vingorla ... One day in eon1idential mood the Bajah remarked, I See 
how IhiB Sehib it! spoiling my country by hi. new road, and what he ealla 
improvements:' I ought perluLps to add, as some excuse for the Rajah, that the 
traditionary policy of the state was to maintain inaccessibility. Forests, difficult 
passes, vile roa4s, thick jungles, were the bulwarkB not only of the capit.al. but of 
most of the towns and Tillages." Jacob, WuUm Ifldia, p. 120 . 

• M:eitzen. Sutkltm{/ und .dgranotu1I, I. 178. Maitland, DomudalJ Booi and 
BeyoJld,16 . 

• M:eitzen, op. cit;. L 46, 168. 
" Agri. pro JlIlDl81'O oultonJ.m., ab universis in vices oceupantur: quos mox inter 

ee aecundum dignationem partiuntur: fa.cilltatem. par\iendi oamporum spatia. 
prrestant: ana per 1lml08 mutant, et 8upereat ager. Germ. 26. • 

Tbie passage baa given rise to an Unmen88 number of di«erent explanations: 
the interpretation adopted la on the whole that of Waits (Yerja.8U"f/89UCAicAu, 
J. p. 182) and Beam (.dryan HoweAold, p. 219), though they support it by the Q88 

of other readings, which ecareely seem admissible It.CC()nling to the manuscript. 
authority. 
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j:g .. :9." menls by authority for regular tillage. "The lands "re held 
by all interchangeably, in proportion to the number of the 
cultivators; and these they afterwards divide among them
selvel! according to their dignity; the extent of the territory 
renders the partition easy. They cha8ge the ploughed fields 
annually, and there is land over." From this we gather that 
an amount of ·unoc.cupied land 'rag assigned to each group
not fields, but the wa.te from which fields could be formed and 
where all other necessaries could be found. The quantity of 

l
unOCCUPied land thus assigned was, in each case, determined 
witt. reference to the number of cui ti vators, who were to live 
together on the land and share the advantages it offered for 
tillage, for fodder and for pasturage. 

The rights 23. If we read the scanty evidence in the light of sub-
! %l~::!or. sequent practice, it appears ~hat the cultivators" in such a 

Toftl" 

Bigid. 

E%fe1/sire 
tilla!}e 0/ 
tht nelda 
in ;he 
Waite, 

patriarchal group enjoyed individual shares of the common 
resources. They seem to have had separate houses with 
yards attached (toft) and valuable privileges as well. Each 
one could probably claim some strips in the fields (arva) 
which were under .cultivation, as well as a portion of the 
meadow land from which they cut their hay; and he would 
use the common land (ager) to pasture his cattle, and to cut 
his fuel. An individual share in these common resources 
constituted the higid of the Germans'. • 

(a) There is no reason to suppose that the mode of 
tillage was different from that which was in use in the time 
of Cresar; Tacitus remarks that the tribes possessed little 
agricultural skill, and explicitly states that the cultivation 
was extensh·e'. Such a condition of course implies that 

, there were no permanent fields, but that a new portion of the 
ager was each year broken up and ploughed by the collective 
industry of the village. When Tacitus says that they divided 
the lands among themselves, he can hardly mean that the 
whole area was broken up into separate holdings, but that each 
villager received fame land to till as his share of the fields 

I A. discussion of the precise 8IleDl of 1_ righle .. admilted In Germany 
at a later time will be found in G. L. voo Maurer. Marl:rJet-/auunu. 63. 

I Ana per anD08 mutant, et 81lpereR ager.e Nee enim cum. ubertate et ampU. 
iudine soU labore contendunt, at pomaria oonaerant. eS prata separent. et bonos 
rigeD'" Germ.. 26. 
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which were newly cleared for crops each year, and that he ~.c. 65-

received it as his for a year only'. The man had a right to a .D. 44~. 
portion of the ground which was annually prepared for tillage, 
but ~e did not retain anyone piece of land except in so far 
as he always occupied ehe same house and yard from year to 
year. 

(b) His share of the hay crop was· secured to him in a rigM"o 

similar fashion; this, when they became thoroughly settled, meado'. 

was grown year after year on the same part of the village 
land, as the spot that was best watered or grew the hest grass 
was selected to serve as permanent meadow; it was usu"lly 
divided into strips, and each villager would have his strip 
assigned him only for a single season, and when it was 
ready to cut. . This practice obtained in historical times in 
places where the annual re-assignment of portions of land 
for tillage did not occur, and it serves at all events to illus-
trate primitive practice', 

1 At Sierra Leqn8 extensive tillage is carried on collectively and lithe produce 
is divided to every family according to its numbers." Wintel'bottom, Sierra. 
Ltone, 62. This would be the only certain method of securing equality in the 
shares: assigoment by lot is a means of avoiding unfairness in assigning lands: 
in sODIe villages in India where certain plots are more favourably situated than 
others as regards the water supply, the plotl are lLDDually re·assigned by lot, 80 
that each may have his chance of getting ODe of the better bits. The Germans 
however did Dot attemp&: to partition equal shares, but made the division 'ac
cording to dignity: This principle of usignment is found in many English 
burgbs where the custom has obtained of allotting the arable or meadow lands 
a.ecording to the seniority of the burgesses. Nottingham. Berwick. and Laugharne 
are cases in point. Gomme in .4.rcluuologiq., U.VI. 411. See below, p. 45, n. 2, 
for these two principles of assignment &mong Norsemen. On modes of division 
for revenue purposes, Bee E. Thomu, Bet:enue of Mughal Empire, 9. 

I On the DUloagement or meadow compare Vinogradoff. Villaifl4!18 in Eng. 
Zand, 259. The stock ilJUBu:aUon is given by Dr Giles in his 11"'0'7/ of 
Bompto,., p. 'l9, U The common meadow fa laid out by boundary ston88 into 18 (1) 
large diriaionB, t.echnically called layinga out. These always remain the same, ~d 
each la,.i,pg out in like manner fa divided into four pieces called ' Sets,' First Set, 
Second, Third. and Fourth Seta. Now, lUI the customs of Aston and Coat are basfd 
on.the principles of justice and equity between all the commoners, and the Common 
Meadow is Dot equally fertile for grass in every part, it becomes desirable to adopt 
some mode of gimg all an equal chance of obtaining the best cuts tor their cattle. 
To dect thie, recourse is had to the ballot i and the fo~wing mode is practised. 
From time immemorial there have been sixteen marks established in the village,' 
each of which corresponds with fo11l' yard lands, and the whole sixteen consequently 
represent the 64 yard hmd8 into which the common is divided. A certain number 
of the tenants, coQ.SEllqnently, have the same mark. which they always keep, 80 that 
every one of them knows his own. The use of these marks is to enable the teuantl 



40 EARLY HISTORY, 

~:g .. ;. (0) In regard to the common rights on the waste little 
need be added here; it may be noted however that space had 
to be provided for each community" pro numero cultorum:' 
This limitation'may have reference to the necessity of securing 
sufficient pasturage for the teams oJ- oxen which the culti
vators possessed and without which they could not carryon 

Gnd "gllt8 
woommon 
pasturage 
on the 
~ 

their tillage'; more probably, however, it means that they al
lotted the land, so that the cultivators could carryon extensive 
culture without being forced to recur to soil already tilled, 
before several years had elapsed and it had completely re-

iner"'/i"l, co~red " The meadow reverted to the common waste as soon 
~~MU~~ as the hay was harvested', and the cattle could pasture there, 

or on the stubble from which the com had been removed. 
Our experience of modern agriculture renders it hard for us to 

[
realise the great importance of the common waste in primitive 
economy. Weare apt to think of a. prosperons village as 
one that had good fields with sufficient pasturage attached, 
every year to draw lots for their portion of the Meadow. When the grass: ii l1t to 
cut, which will be at different times in dift'erent years according. to the &eaSOD, the 
Grass Stewards and Sixtet'lns summon the tenants to a general meeting, and tho 
following ceremony takes place. Four of the tenant. come forward each bearing 
his mark eut on a piece of wood, as, for example, the 'frying pau,' the 'hern's foot: 
the 'bow,' the 'two strokes to the right and one at top,' etc. These tour marks 
are thrown into a hat, and • boy, having shaken up the hat, again draws forth 
the marks. The firat drawn enUtles its owner to have his portion of the Commou 
Meadow in 'Set One,' the second drawn in 'Set Two,' and thus four of the tenants 
having obtained their allotments, four others come forwards, and the same process 
is repeated until all the tenants have received their allotments .... Themostsingular 
feature of this very intricate system remains to be told. When the Iote are all 
drawn each man goes, armed with bis scythe, and cuts oat 'his mark on the piece 
of ground which belongs to him. loud which in many easee tiel in so narrow a 
atrip, that he has not width enough to take a foll sweep with his scythe, bot ill • 
obliged to back down his grass in an inconvenien& manner, as he ill best able:" 
This may be a survival.. or it may have ariaen 10& • later date from endeav0DJ'8 to 
manage land, which the burgesses bad the rigbt of occupying, in an equitable 
manner. Prof. Maitland on SurriraU of .A.rc1Iaie Comrnunilju in LaID Quarltrly. 
n .• 19. 

1 On the reservatioD of pasture as au a:1~unci of the holding see Vinogradoft', 
Villainage in. Eng14'7kl. 261. 

S .. As the natives of the c.oa.m: are ignorant of the advantages of manure, and 
probably are too idle t.o (hoe the ground, they Dever raise two IJOCCe8fJive crops 
from the same plantation; a new. one is made every year, and the old one 
(emains uncultivated for four. five. sis: or &e1"en years according to the quantity of 
Jand eonveniently situated for rice planiations which ma,. be pos&e88ed by them." 
Winterbottom, Siura LeOfit. 52. See on the Karena above. p. 84, note. 

I In Wales after the Aftermath 11'88 secured (Vendotian COth, m. uv. 27). 
Ancien' Lart'., p. 160. 
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but it would be far more .true to say that it had ample B.C. 65-

waste, portions of which were temporarily ~sed for tillage A.D. 449. 

and as meadow. Between harvest and seed time in each 
year the whole of the village lands once more reverted to 
the condition of common waste; and if there was only 
enough of it there could be no fear, under an extensive 
system of tillage, of failing to secure' good' arable ground, 
somewhere or other, in each successive year. 

The possession of ample waste was the primary condition J[o~. of 

for prosperity. So 10Dg as this was available, the group ~i.ur. 
need never have recourse to fields already cropped. till fi.fd~ •• ok 

sufficient time had been allowed for natural recuperation, y~ 
since unexhausted land lay ready for use continually. They' 
were also saved a great deal of trouble in the actual process 
of assigning the arable land' each year; "facilitatem parti-
endi camporum spatia prrestant." No knowledge of land
surveying was needed in order to layout the portions or'EMh 

each cultivator, for his holding did not consist of an area of~~"f.ol 
contiguous land like a modern farm, but of a great many 1..7t':ra 
separate portions which lay intermingled with the separate .tnp·~d'" 
portions of the holdings of neighbours. It would appear '::,l':f! the 

that as the land was cleared, and broken up by the plough, ::'h:::t .. 
it was dealt out acre by acre, to each cultivator in turn. -
If the joint-family consisted of ten·households, or 'families' 
in a more restricted sense, to each of which a share of 
arable land w~ assigned, the typical holding of 120 acres 
allotted to each would consist of 120 separate portions of an 
acre each, or even of 240 of half an acre, each scattered over 
an area of 1200 acres, and lying intermingled with the acres 
allotted to other families. This mode of dealing out tbe '\ 
separate acres in turn would of course be convenient if it 
was desired to give each a fair share 1 of the good and 'Gad 

1 Vinogradoll' has shown that the deme to secure equality was the determining 
motive in this system of division. Villainage in England, 238-286. The method 
-of allotment which was in vogue among the Welsh, w)~ men associated them~ 
selves together o.nd each contributed something to the common plough team aud 
plough, may be compared. The 1lrst acre (trw) went to the ploughman, till 
second to the irons, the third to the owner of the • extelior sod' ox, the fourth to 
the owner of the 'exterior sward' ox, the tlfth to the driver, then to the owners 
of the other oxen in tnrn. .Ant"ient Law8 (Yendotian Codt., m. xxiv. 8), p. 169, 
(Gwentian Cock, D. xix. 1) p. Bu4. Ltges lValUce, 1I. xxx. p. 801. 
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B.C. 55-I 'land in each place. We can understand how the right to 

• A.D. 449. have a share (higid) should be quite precise though the 
,actual area was still undetermined, and that this right to 
I share might even be treated as a saleable property'. 

No . 24. Thi$ is a convenient point a' which to look a litt.le 
';',.'::;:::1., farther ahead and describe the next step in social progress: 
::::;;o:r' one for which, so far as we can see, the tribes with their 

located stores were almost ready in the time of Tacitus, 
though they may not have actually made this advance till a 
much later date; but we have no direct evidence on the 
sUb.Wect and must draw on the knowledge we obtain by com
paring the condition of other countries in the present day. 
Mr Wallace has called attention to the important changes 
which follolV in Russia upon the introduction of more careful 
tillage '. Sooner or later men come by choice to continue 
cultivating the same land; this may be because a particular 
plot proves convenient for their fixed dlVellings; or it may 
merely be a result of increasing skill, when they find that 
by expending labour in manuring the land a. better crop 

inl",n .. {can be obtained; and then a system of intensive farming 
""/t.,,. will snpersede the more slovenly extensive tillage. Instead' 

• of trying to keep up the supply by taking in a new area, 
men will employ more care and forethought on the lands 
already under plough j they will wish to plan their opera
tions with regard to a longer period of time, and will be 
glad of such conditions of tenure as will enable them to 
r carry out their purpose. The plot that is really well worked 
\one year will retain a certain portion of the advantage for a 
. second·, a third or a fourth season; and the holder's claim 

1 Such • ideal' property is the subject of transfer among Karena. JourMl' 
..dsialie Soc. Be"gal. XXXVlI. p. 126. 

s Wallace, Ru.8ia, n. 217 . 
• This may be also called the om jkld system, &8 one plot of ground is 

eultivated OTer and over again with the same crop. U In the pariah of Alvah. 
fields to which lime bad been applied, were reckoned fit to yield from twelve to 
nineteen erops of oats in succession. And it was to Kineardineshire that the old 
school fanner belonged. u'bo. 00 being complimented on the good appearance of 
Its crop. said, ,It's nae marvel. for it's only the auchteent (eighteentb) crop .in' 
it gat gweedin' (dunging}.''' NortA~m Rural Life, p. 23. U the application of 
lime or manure appeared to give rise to 8UCh long-oontinned benefits., we can 
easily nnderstand that rillagers who had been at the trouble of improving their 
plots, would protest against a redistribution. 
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to get the benefit of his nnexhausted improvements will B.O. 55-

make him desire. to retain the use of his land for a longel'tA•
D

•
449

• 

period than the single year, for which the plot was originally r.!~l::'!· 
allotted to him. Where intensive culture is ·well carried on :t.:u;.~ 
this desire will be felt 'by most of the members of the com- ..... " 
mnnity, and few, if any, will wish for a re-allotment of the 
lands; the custom of annu8J. or even of frequent redistri-
bution will only linger among backward communities; and 
grs~ually it falls into disuse altogether. 

When this revolution occurs, the cultivator still retains .nd I~' 

the same rights over his house and yard, still has coml1lon ~:h;:':1 
rights on the common waste, but he has acquired a right to ~~ti •• tor 

the use of a particular holding of arable land indefinitely, '0 p'"}e"Y 

since with the introdnction of intensive culture, his share 
becomes permanently individualised. Under this new order, 
(a) the arable fields are n.o longer shifted from year to year, 
but form a portion of the village land which is regularly used 
for tillage, just as the meadow is regularly used for growing 
hay; and (b) there are permanent allotments to individuals 
in the arable fields. The villager no longer merely possesses 
a definite right to share in all parts of the village land, but 
he is able to claim a particular piece of arable land as his 
own, together with the right to meadow land aud the usc ." •• 
of the waste for pasture. His property to use a common !i;;~!l' bu' • 

phrase is no longer 'ideal' but 'real': since he has not only a!:!!!.:
right to share, but a right to particular plots as his share. A..,. 449. 

Whether this change took place before or after the English 
invasion, whether intensive culture was known to our fore. 
fathers when they came here, or, as on the whole seems more 
.probable, was not introduced in Teutonic Europe generally 
till after that time, it may he impossible to decide with 
certainty'; but it was a change of great importance and.. 

° 1 Hanssen, Agrar . .Abltand. I. SO. 
I See below, p. 75; Prof. Jenks' article on LegaZ Ez~cacilm Gnd Land Tenu,.. 

(E1I9. HMkn'ieGl BeuktD, YIIL 417) gives good reason fOf th.iDld.Dg that; intensive 
culture WIU :no' practised in German landa in the suth century. On the other 
band Waits (De.helle YeJj'tufuRfI.ge.cAicAte, I. p. I'll) seems to consider tW? 
probabilities are in favour of the supposition thac the English were acquainted 
with the practice at the time of the conquest of Britain.. This may be so. but it 
is worth while to observe that in the time of Tacitus. as in that of CleAl", Utey 
were iguorailt of intensive cnllare in ita commonest form; and the II1lrri.val of , 
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D.C. 55_! fraught with far-reaching results. It was a step in the 
• I-.D.449 . .process by which a man's obligations came. to be defined in 

terms of his territorial possessions. 
It would b~ of great interest if we could tell exactly 

when and how this stage of agriculturlfl practice was attained, 
for the system thus developed was maintained in England 
with little alteration all through the middle ages, and 1ll 

many districts until the eighteenth century. The land was 

Ilaid out in permanent open-fields, each of which was divi~ed 
up into numbers of acre or balf-acre strips, and these were 
sep .. rated from one anotber by narrow grass paths known as 
balks. Tbese do not run the wbole length of the field, as 
at the end of a group of strips which lay lengthwise side by 
side a headland was left where the plough was turned; the 
continued ploughing along the side of a bill has sometimes 
resulted in a curious terrace formation known as lynches. 
Each holding: large or small, w.ould consist of a number 
of such scattered strips, nnti! at length the progress of 
• enclosure' in Tudor times marked tbe beginning of a new 
method of laying out land 1. 

T~,o,·gani· 25. The organisation of the tribes is a matter of consti
:;:;i:,::.'t tutional rather than of economic interest, but we must not 
{::,,'tc~ju- wholly neglect it; the villag~ (vicus) was the unit of their 
·::[f;,:!,~,.d economy, and the method of tillage and lot of each freeman 
pwpom. were decided by the village cllstoms; the gau or hundred 

(pagus) was a military and judicial di vision of the people 
(civitas) as a political whole, and in each of these there were 

the practice of rt'!(listributing arable land in "Hill Parts" at Lauder in Berwick. 
shire (Maine's Village C'ommunitu6, 95) seems to abow that some of the settler, 

:::~! ':: !:o!~~~ =:n~inu:.D8:;:e~::te :=:e~~~ 
set apart tithe" as the plough traverses the tenth acre" (Ethelred, VIII. 4, IX. 7, 
~orpe. AflCime LIJID., L 338, 843). especially when read in the light. of the WelBh 
laws about co-aration (see above, p. 41. n.). &eem1!J to imply 8 condition where land 
waa DOt. finally allotted.. and to be IJ; 1easi eongrnent with extensive c:altnre. 
On the whole Inlbjed of early ploughing and the reliea 01 U. compare Seebohm' s 
Village Oommvnitg. eh. \- and IV. The evidence of Welsh tJOnivals and Wellfb 
laws ia carefally examined by Mr A. N. Palmer in his .And'e'" Tenwu DJ Land 
b tAe JluMU DI WaZu. 

I A photograph of Ihe open Selda IUld balb at ClothaD, Hert., .... takon lor 
me by Mise E. H. Leonard. and fol'lD8 the frontispiece to this volume. I am also 
indebted to :HI' Seebohm for pel'llliasion to reproduce the 8Xeellent map of t.Iu, 
opeD fields at Hitchin from his Eng/iM fillage Oommufiity. 
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assemblies for tbe conduct of affairs. In these assemblies the B.C. 56-

freemen and nobiles took part and elected the princ:ipes, who A.D. 449. 

were their judges and captains; while the captives of war, or 
those who had lost their freedom through ctime, were the 
mere slaves of the fre", with no portions in the Boil and no 
right of defending themselves by arms. At the head of all . 
. was the king, electe,l from among the direct descendants of 
the gods; a princeps in his own hundred, he was seldom 
called on to exerCise any authority over the whole nation; yet 
when a national council was held he would preSide, or if '" 
national migration took place he was the natural leader. ! 

The working of the village institutions and customs Tn, 'om· '\' . 

d h I . h 't . '11 mo .. b."d . eserves muc c oser attentIOn ere, as 1 IS more espeCla y • \ 
of economic significance; nnfortunately it has been most II 
frequently discussed in a political aspect, and the subordi·. 
nate question of the rights and freedom of individuals pei-. 
sonally has attracted undue attention. The typical village 
community seems to have been an enlarged' patriarchal. 
~ilL. the members of which worked together on their 

elds, shared the meadow land, and enjoyed the common use 
of the waste. . We can dimly trace a. process by which the 
shares became more and more individualised. and Bee that, 
under changing conditions, there were opportunities for the 
accretion of new social elements. Though the tie of common of bl<>od. 

blood was the basis. of t~ system, it would be strengthened 
by a sense of neighbourliness', and rendered still firmer 
because of the convenience it offered for working the soil 
by associated labour and with combined stock. 

Possibly some groups in England were formed apart ore?"" . 

from the blood tie by men who were associated for military f~,;;~;·h.p 
purposes, and who, having fought side by side, settled down 
together, under the leadership of a superior who was ,;,n 
embryo manorial lord'. In other cases the cultivating 

1 The formation and cl1nra(:ter of the Nar'kgtmft7UIch,,!t in difterent parts of 
Germany has been fully discussed by C. T. v. In6lD8. St-eruegg, Deu.t8clie Wirth-
8chaftBgeBchi.chte. I. 52-92. See also Ba.usaen . .A.gmr~ .4bhand. n. 85, The 
gTowth of II the joint family into a. viUnge community," which seems to be of' 
constant occurrence in India. may be taken D8 illusU'ating the process. Phear, 
Aryall Village,238. Cclmpare also, however. Laveleye, Prim. Propmy, 181. 

I EuTle.lAnil Charter •• lv. In. Such would be the a.pportionments of land 
• mentioned. in the English Chrcmicl4 in 876 when .. ~deDe apportioned the lan' 
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• 
group migtt consist of men who were reduced to subjection 
by the invading English. Agricultural practice. as well as 
internal relations between the members of such groups. 
mIght be very similar even when there were great differ-
ences of social status between the mep who formed one group 
and those who formed another. Those who were the mere 
serfs of some neighbouring lord. and owed him a large share 
of their produce. might yet regulate their common affairs 
by the same sort of rules and by means of officials such 
as directed the work of free cultivators. who were only 
occasionally and nominally controlled by political or military 
superiors. If we make an allowance for these different 
degrees of freedom. we may say that the village community. 

Th • .ulag. as an agricultural unit. is a world-wide institution, and we 
:';:;i:P~tu may draw on the information furnished by other countries, 
::if:,:;;. in order to fill out the bald outlines indicated by survivals 

of tbese groups as tbey existed among the English tribes. 
The much debated question as to the measure of dependence 
or freedom which any of these village communities possessed 
at any time in our land may be reserved for such remark as 
seems necessary below'. In order that the common tillage', 
and due management of the meadow land, as well as of the 
waste which supplied fuel, wood for bnilding. and 80 forth to 
each village community, might be carried on. it was obviously 
necessary that there should be sO.me administration. This 
has generally been committed by the assembled householders 
to one man, who undertakes the duties for a year". In 

of N orthnmbria, and they tbeneeforth continued ploughing and tilling them. U ar 
in 880 when East Anglia was apportioned. We hear that in the apportionment of 
land in Iceland. which was taking place about the same time. regard W8II had to 
the posinon of "the ship'. company in the mother eounUy" (N. L. Beamish, 
Difctmery oj .AmeriM, v.), though eamotimea they cast lot. instead of apportioning 
according to dignity. In the Ba.ga, 01 Thorfill"" E.arl,ej_ it is related &hat 
when the ship of Bjarni, the discoverer of America, was found to be ainki.og from 

" borioga by the teredo, and they were forced to take to a small boat whieh would 
not hold all the crew, the captain generonaly Bald. uIt is my counsel that Iota 
should be drawn, for it Ihall not be according to rank." The lot feU on Bjand to 

• go ill the boat, but he gave up his place to an Jeelandlc man .. who wu dwOUl to 
Ii ..... and went baek to the sinking ship. BeamWi, Di-v ./.d ........... 1(K, 

1 See I§ 46. 47. 
" Campare AIleDstadt in 1485. .. D .. 1DIUl aUe jare Dacll Bant Walburgendag 80 

lOaD erst mag eiIl ~kerdio~ halteD BOl, vnd aI.le ampt belJt.elleD. Dhemlich 10 sal ( 
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Russia the office of headman is a burden which ~;erybody B.~. 65-

IS anxious to escape'; in other cases the· administration ~h~'h~~ 
appears to have been hereditary in a leading family ll'Om man. 

the earliest formation or the community, for it 'Certainly does 
not always seem possil¥e to derive the individual from the 
communal rights>. However this may be, we know that \ 
even at the first there was no equality', but a difference 
of status and therefore of wealth among the memberS of 
the community; and as time went on these differences· 
sometimes became more decided so as eventually to break I 
up the system altogether'. 

ein obersta' merckermeister vnd ein vndermerkermeister die das vergangen jar 
merckermeister gewest sem, d88 merckerding beaiezen, und lOin die rugen horen, .•• · 
\'Dd wan daa also gescheben ist. 80 sal der vnderm.erckermeister vnd alla fnrater 
dem obersten merckermeiBter ire igliehen ampt v1fgeben in sem bant, vnd wan me 
du getban, 80 sal der oberst merckenneister die mercker ermanen vnd sie heissen 
widder em vnderm.erckermeister :m kiesen, da8 sie dan also thon saIn, daa &ucb. 
rechtlicbenn also h.erkommen iat. vnd dieselbeIm, die also daruber gekom werdenn, 
solD em obersten merckermeister -uber ire ampt geloben vnd zu den beiligenn 
schwerenD. der marg reeht zu thuD and Diemant vnrecht." Grimm, Weuthii.mer, 
m. 453. 

1 D. K. Wallace, Ruui •. I.l68. Compare also in Sierra. Leone: "The HerutDw.n 
.of the village claims from the general stock a8 much rice 88, when poured over 
his head, standing erect, will reach to his mouth. This quantity is seareely 
adequate to the expense which he incur. by exercising that· hospitality to 
stranger. and others, which i. expected of him as a duty attached to his ofIlce." 
Winterbottom, Biuro ..5eonfl, SS. 

t Hea.ru., .A.ryGn HOUlehold, p. 2:82:. 
a Tacitus, Germania, 2:6; cf. Phear, .4rytJII Village, p. 235. See aboTe p. S9, 

Dote 1. 
, The village community is a very widely diffused institution: it 1O&y be in a 

sense natural to a people who take to a settled life when the simple co-operation 
<If labour is required for carrying on agricultural operations: the labour of elaves 
eu..o be organ.ised by their JUA.!lter, but that of mATI who are in any sense free must: 
be Ol'ganised by tLbID8cl"y through the appointment of (I. directing head. Varioul 
elements in the institution Ke discuas&d with much discriminD.tion by Mr G. L. 
Gomme. TIle Village Community. A generallketch will be found in Sir Henry fo 

Maine's Village Communitie.,· other points a.re brought out in Dr Hearo's .Aryan 
HOtUdold. A. good &eC01Ult of the system as actually existing is given by Mr O. 
L. Tupper (Pu,yab ClUtomll'1l LISID, D. 1-62, m. 128-15'2) and by Sir John 
Phear ( ..... ryan Village) for India and Ceylon; by Sir D. Mackenzie WaJ.lace in 
Ru..,ia: (L 149 f.) and by M. Kova1evsky in Motkm 0,"10"" and .Ancient Law, of 
Ruuio. (p. 69); by H. x.veleye for other parts of Europe in h1s Prim .. ti" Property, 
where many survivals are noted. Various degrees of permanency of individual 
pOmleuaion within the community are distinguished by Meilzen, 0,. cit. m. 614. 

'£he history and changes in the institution in Germany are fully described by () 
C. T. "I. mama Sternegg (Deut.ehe Wirt1uchajttgeacla:ichte. J. 52-92); theditreren.t 
degrees of freedom and inequality of posaession among the memben of these com· 
muoiti81 .... e full,. brough' out; while atreaa is laid 00 &he social and economic side 
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B.C. 55-- 26. ':Il'rom what we know of the habits of our forefathers 
A;D.449. we must feel that they had made considerable progress in the 
1,ul .. 'ria/ industrial arts. Their powerS of locomotion, both by land 
.4,". and sea, show that they could construct wheeled vehicle.', 

and handle their ships', But the D/,ost definite evidence in 
regard to their mechanical skill is drawn from the relics 

Sult""i.. which have been preserved; ancient swords, shields, and 
other implements can be identified by their forms, or by the 
special type of ornament, as of purely English manufacture, 
and these speak decisively to the skill of the men who made 
them. In regard to such points it may be worth while to 
qJote the opinions of specialists. 

CoV,ag,. I . There seems to be good reason to believe that the English 
,were acquainted with the use of money before they migrat~d 

of the inStitution, and Us political importance is minimised. This distinction was 
not sufticienU,. recognised by 'Von Maurer in his classical work on the IJUbjeet of 
Mar'/crJerjauung. The corresponding changes in England can be partly traced witb 
the help of Kemble, 8tJZCm1 in England (L pp. 86-11), Stubbs, OOflltitutiOflal 
Hulory (I. pp. 53, 49), and Nasse, Land Oommuni,y, also Serntton, Common. Fieltb. 
p. &. Mr Kemble did great service at the time be wrote, but his conc1aaions on 
almost every point have been modified by later investiga.tor~. There is a temp
tation to adopt for England what has been worked out tor Germany, instead of 
investigatmg the pbmnomena 88 they occnrred here. By far the most thorough 
esaminatioD of the English evidence is to be found in Mr G. L. Gomme'. VilUrge 
Oommunity. He adduces good reasoDB agahlst accepting the conclusion at which 
Mr Seebohm arrived that all the oommunities in England were originally senile, 
but the facts collected and arranged by Mr Seebohm in the EnglUh Village Com· 
munity are of the greatest iDterea;t, even though there be a clliferenee of opiniou 
about the maimer iD which they are to 00 interpreted. 

Mr Palmer in his Ancient Temn"e.on tAeMarcAu01 WalucaUs&ttentiou (p.llS) 
to evidence of pre-manorial freedom and joiui-proprietorship of lands by a tamil, 
group. The historians of Irelaud and Scotl&nd have DOted. state 01 society which 
was somewhat similar, though modi4ed by. strong feeling of kinship and respect 
for the head ot the sept; see Sullivan'. introduction to O'Curry"8 Manner. And 
Owt0tn8 01 tne Ancltflt Irid, L cx.ui-exevi, and • hiatory of earl1 tenurel in 
~ Skene's Ctltic Scotland, m. pp. 139, 215. 

It is interesting to find tracea of Ute same institution among a Semitic people, 
IUld to examiue the incidental aDUBiona in the Bible to the land system of tbe 
Israelitea. For tbe first setUement tee J. Penton in the TAt.ologicaZ R~, Xf't'. 

489; and for an admirable &eCC)unt of the changes as well see the Cln~re" quarterlV 
BevUlD. L p. 404. 

1 In which apparently their wives and children eould be conveyed. Creaar. 
B. G. L 51. Tacitus, <*:nnania,1, 18. Hut. VL 18. Procopio, De Bdlo Got" . 

• 1. 1. De Btllo Vandal. II. 8. . 
I The ships of the Germans In the time of Tacitus had not sails; on their "hiP'll 

and those of the Yikiuga compare 1Il0nteliua, IilDeden, p.1U, aDd Keal'J, Viking_, 
'l'l,UIl. 
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to Britain. The whole system of Wergilds is very pririritive, B.C. 55-

and appears to have been organised in a state of society when A.D. 449. 

cattle were the ordinary form of wealth; but Mr Seebohm J 
has shown that the parallelism between Anglo-Saxon and 
continental practice e"tends to the money payments which 
were enforced '. If money was demanded in composition for 
crimes it was doubtless in circulation for purposes of trade '. 

The evidence of I'eHes shows that they had other ele- (l1,,·00;'1 .. 

ments of culture. Dr Guest argues' that the earlier entries orni R ...... · 

in the English Chronicle may have been records inscribed on 
staves, and arranged like those of a 'bardic fr~me: "A", to 
the characters in which these events were -recorded, what 
could they be but the' l"Ones' which our ancestors brought 
with them into th~ island, and which, even after the Roman 
letters had been introduced by Christian missionaries, were 
regarded with so -much favour that we often find them. 
transcribed in onr IdSS. even' as late as the thirteenth 
century with the title 'Alphabetum Anglicum' written over 
them." ' 

Their skill in other arts may be seen from the equipment /VarMO", 

of the great warrior who is represented in Teutonic Legend as ~ •• :~a/t •. 
not despising the craftsman's skill, but as well able to fashion -
the blade he wielded; he had a SIVOrd with a double-edged 
blade of steel and a shield with a rich boss. Specimens of 
these survive to bear witness about the st.ate of th~ arts as 
practised among our forefathers in their pre-Christian days', 

1 Seebohm, mlal Otulom an AflgltJ·8azon Law, 488. 
I The evidence drawn from the Anglo-Saxon dooms does Dot appear to be 

confirmed. as was argued in other edition of this work, by the character of the 
Anglo-Saxon eoins. .. Amongst the almost innumerably variou8 types which are 
found upon the Anglo-Saxon money. there are only two known which can with 
any possibility be deri,-ed from the Romans. II (Ruding, Annab 0/ t1u Ooinagt. 
L 101.) More recent investigation &eeIDJ to show that the Anglo-Saxon 
eilver coinage W88 not primitive, but was derived from that of the Franks 
in Merovingian times. Mr Keary holds that the Roman coinage did in4uence the 
Anglo.Saxon types, but that the actual introdnctioD of an English coinage Uwas 
not due to the influence of the Roman currency but to ...... tbat of the Frankish 
currency upon the other side of the Channel." (Oataloguft L xi.) Roman oivili· 
tiation did not aurvive in Britain so as to be a dominating influence on Eogliah 
trolling practice. 

8 Early Engli.h 8tttlemtftt. from Traneactiona 0/ the Archmologieal Imtitv.te, 
1819, p. 89. On RoDl.8.D influence iD Scanclina.via compare Monte1ius, Swetlm. 97. 

, Numerous illusb'atious of the relics found in graves are given by Du OhaUlu, 
.in The Viking .Age. Hodgetts (Older Engla,uI, 16) descriues the wlUTior's equip-

C. n. 4 
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B.C.55- and these-may be fairly taken as showing what their native 
A.D. 449. genius apart from foreign influence was able to accom

plish. 
Wa'taro 27. Whel1 we see how much of their skill was directed 
:t:":.)i~ to the manufacture of arms and adolIlments for the warrior 

we may .learn what a large part warfare played in their 
ordinary life; it could be carried on without disturbing 
the territorial system already described. We have an 

'.,c.55. (instance of a great defensive war in which the ~ 
'Iengaged, half of them being under arms, and half occupied 
,in. tillage every year; the village system rendered this ar
'rangement possible and it was adopted by the English at a 
much later date as giving the best systematic defence agaiost 

A.D. S94. the Danes'. Agaio we find members oT these tribes em
ployed by the Romans as mercenaries under their own 
leaders, not merely recruited from German settlements 
within the limits of the Empire', although such settlements 

• existed. But much more important schooling in warfare was 
Pi,..!!:. obtaioed by piracy; this was the recognised business of many 

of the people, and offered a constant opening for the employ
I.mas~ of ment of the surplus population. What may be the conditions 
popul~on. which render a nation so specially prolific as English tribes 

appear to have been at that time are hardly known'; but 
it is commonly said that peoples just emerging out of 
barbarism exhibit a suddenly increased power of multiplica.
tion; partly perhaps because a more settled life is favourable 
to the nurture of the young. The social conditions which 
rendered the Germans more prolific than the Romans are 

ment; as very elaborate iDdeed. "In the I La:! of Beowulf.' we 4nd bow the war-net 
is woven bJ' the smith, how the "riDg bymie' was hard Aand-locW aI riveled, how 
the iron shirts sang 88 the warriors marehed: bow the rings and chains were 
twisted and woven, but Dot 88 women weave, till the war shin rattles the song of 
Hilda (Godde,u of War) in the m. How the Niciw8 eouId DO' ....u Beowulf in 
the water beeause of his bymie, nor could the monsters of the deep &ear him 
beeao.se of his linked mail" But eoata of mail do not at all evente appear to 
have been common. and there is DO aatisfactor,r proof that they were of native 
mJ.Dufact.ure in the fifth century. 

, E""luA (J/oronick, 89f. 
I Bethmann.Hollweg, DN Get'fIUIIIe,.l1Or ckr YlIll:eneandenutg. p. is. 
, They are diecwmed m ... ingeDioaa1y by Doubleday (n... L"", qf Popu

l~imt. 5). who produees much evidence &0 show that fectWdity ill COnDeC&cd willi 
privation. See also Roscher, PolitieaJ E«mOlAII, D. 2n. 
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olluded to by Tacitus'; and these, along with the simplicity B.C. 55-

and vigour of a young nation, make up the whole explanation A.D. 449. 

that can be offered '. 
This increase of population gave rise to a"Surplus which Th •. 

could not be maint.a.in¢ by means of primitive methods of ~~~':.h a. 
subsistence; but the German's love of wandering is as strong 
as his love of home, and any leader who started on a life of 
adventure in foreign parts was likely to find a following. In 
inland districts these bands doubtless resembled the free-
booters who infested the English and Scotch borders, and 
whose doings are familiar to the readers of the M rmastery 
and others of the Waverley Novels; but the tribes t~at 
bordered on a sea coast sent out their surplus population to • 
engage in regular piracy along neighbouring' shores. The ,av~ui."g 
coasts of Normandy and of Britain had suffered for ioany B,·,~a.". 
years from these pirates, so that the officer whose duty it 
was to repel these attacks had the regular title of Comes 
Litoris. Saa:onici per Britanniam'j indeed these ravages, at 
the hands of one or other of the northern peoples, continued 
for centuries,-so long as warfare was prosecuted by the 
Norsemen as a regular business' . • A life of piratical adven-
tUYe had many attractions and was eagerly adopted, while it 

1 GentumiG. 18, 19. 20. 
51 Beth.maoJl.Hollweg, Die Germ. tIOr d4r nlkuJHt'ldu'Ung, 18. Cit1il.Prouu, 

IV. lOi-l29. 
8 E. Guest. EArl" Eflgl.Ula Settlement •. Proceeding, oj .A.rch«ological In,titute. 

1849, p. 8S. Another view is taken by Lappenberg, Rozon King., I. p. 46 . 
• E. G. Geijer (Poor Law, pp. 10. 102) has lome interesting remarks on the 

eJrect of this continued prosecution of war as & trade on the internal development 
of Sweden: for its e1lecte on an inland people, see W. W. Hunter, Rural Btngal, 
p. 219. Compare the enumeration of various employments given by Aristotle: 0'1 
IZ." QU,," f3wl "TOIJ'QUTOI tTXfaOV fltTlV, 00'01 "1' Uil'rO.pVTOV exouO'I "";11 .P'YGtTlG" "cd 
"ui a,' dUG'Yij. .al .. a'lrtI~.t4' YOpitOIlTUI T.;II TPO<P~", vop.aau,o, 'Y1!.P'Yuco, 
A~(JTpl"ot aAIIU'T,d, O'JPfcrrUCO., The pirate's employment is treated of as a 
subdivision of the larger alass of men who get their living by the chase. Politi", 
L 0. 8, I§ 7, 8. S .. alJa the Cyclops' enquiry of U1y .... : 

·0 eell/O_, .,.I" .. lrrri; '11"06.11 Y~.ie' il'ypa ".'\.u6a. i 
-B T' KaT« "'pijE'1I Ii p.GVtI~ifll' 4A.ci~'1ri. 
OIIi .,.. X"irrrijpn u ... ip &A.a; .,.ot T' aXO"'lfTtu 
'Jruxu ... ap6'p..IIOI. It'Gf(OIl a'\Ao4a ... oiO'I <P'POUTH, Od.:a.. 252. 9 

Tbucydides eall.I Attention to this state of things l1li evidence of a.,ery dUferent 
aLate of feeling to that of.his own day. (I. o. 6.) On the curious revival of piracy 
in New Engllmd at the close of the seventeenth ceutnry, compare Weeden, Eco
flomic atuI So~al Hutory, I. 844. 

4-2 
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" ~: ~ was readily adapted to institutions which survived from 
times when war was necessary, not merely for the main
tenance of some, but for the defeuce of all. This mode of 
life gave rise 'to a generally recognised social institution; 

Organi, .. . the princeps gathered a comitatus, 'i'ho were bound by the 
~~?;d:{.", closest of all ties to fight in his behalf and act as a 

and" permanent force, or as a body of freebooters or pirates when 
the tribe became more settled. It is indeed a question, 
whether these pirate bands did not serve another purpose. 
We have seen in the' preceding paragraph that there is at 
leltc~t a stroug probability that the German tribes were 
accustomed to trading, and that they made use of materials 
which must have been imported from distant lands. It 
would seem most likely that this was accomplished by 

and .em:.. means of these expeditions, and that the shipmen did a. 
=:.'r~;~h little commerce when there was no. satisfactory opportunity 

. for plundering'. There is abundant evidence to show that 

. in the fourteenth, and even in the sixteenth, century, 
commercial and piratical tra.nsa.ctions were not completely 
differentiated; and we may take these early expeditions as 
the beginning of our merchant shipping, as well as of our 
naval prowess and attempts at colonisation. • 

~::z;:~;; It is not always possible to distinguish the ravages com-
o. 

1 The life of Anl!ikar (Migne. cum. 959) gives" good many intere&ting hints as 
to northern commerce in the ninth century. He bollt a church at Sleswidl. which 
W88 one of the great trading centres, with the special object of reaching the 
merchants (c. 41) j and missionary work snJ1'ered more than once from tbe 
depredations of pirates (ce. 16, 22, 29). The merchanu of • Byrca,' which fa 
described as a very weaUhy depot of trade, failed to organise resi.staoee against a 
viking and his naval mercenaries (c. 28)i fighting waa 80 frequent that there was 
no security for property; and the bishopric of Bamburg was endowed with a cell 
in Flanders (c. 19), which WIIS comparatively sale. There was very little im· 
provement dtuiDg the next two hundred yean, for the close CODDection between 
trade and piracy comes out in many of the Sagas. In lhrald Haa7'fager, So.$G, 
Co 88, it is related that BiorD went but little OD war n.peditiollB, but devoted 
himself to commerce with success (Laing. CAromd~ of King' 011{()rUNJ1/. J. 805). 
In the Bags 01 K S1II/ 0141 tA~ Bas .. " c. 62,. we read that the people" had much 
trading intercourse with England and Saxony and Flanders and Denmark, and 
some had been on vikinl' expeditions, and had had their winter abode in Christian 

( lands" (Laing. u. 62). The alavedea1er would appear in each eJ1aracter alternately 
when on an es.pedition, or selling at a fair. See aleo StreaUleJ.d, LiJfcdmAi,-e and 
tAe Do.nu. 10~, lOS.' Keary (ViJ:ing#, 183) mentions a pair of ecal-. foond along 
with his war-gear in the tomb ot a viking, as a "corious type of the double natura 
of his life as ., Soldier and a tradesman." 

\ 
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mitted by such bands from the migrations of a tribe that B.C. 55-

found their quarters uncomfortably contracted; for the ~~'':iar ,.. 
pirates might settle for a time as the best m~ns of securing mig ... ti ..... 

the spoils, and the fort thus formed become a centre to 
which their countrym<!h migrated; nor was very much more 
preparation required for the one expedition than for the 
other. Their wives and children were stowed in the wagons 
their oxen drew, so that a portion of any tribe cOuld swarm 
of!' by land transit to quarters that were unpeopled or weakly 
defended, and their ships would give similar or even greater 
facilities. But we hear of cases where migrations were <ilie 
to special causes which drove a tribe from its home; such 
was the migration of the Usipetes from the neighbourhood •. 0. 55.' 

of the victorious Suevi'; or of the Cimbri when driven from 
their homes on the Danish peninsula by the inundations of 
the sea'. The great incursions of the English into Britain 
were not improbably partly"due to a similar destrllction of 
their homes;. the people would thus be forced to migrate 
as a body, insj;ea.d of merely sending out bands of marauders 
or comparatively small bodies of settlers. The first raids 
would however be made by bands of warriors; and each new 
wave of invasion which came from across the sea, or which 
rose among the English settlers and drove the Welsh farther A.D. 755. 

and farther toward the West, would be of the same type'. 
It was thus that the bold enriched themselves with spoil, or 
procured estates as the reward which the princeps bestowed 
on their valour. 

There is great difficulty in piecing these various details Summary. 

together so as to get a real picture of the life of our ancestors 
in their German homes; for the different traits are so incon-
sistent, that it seems strange that they could have been 
combined at all. But the accounts of.the migratitms of the 
tribes forbid us to suppose that they had many slaves, and 
we are forced to believe that the warriors were not mere 
ruthless savages, but men who were cayable of manual 
labour, and who were skilled in certaili. crafts. . The hero 

1 C!eIlU', B. G. IV. I, 4-
J Bethmann-Bollweg, CitJil.Prozeu, IV. lOS. 
e EngUI" Ohronick, under 765. 
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B.C.55- was able to forge the blade with 'which he encountered his 
A.D. 449. foe. It is strange perhaps to think of the warrior as ever 

betaking himself to the less stirring labours of husbandry, 
but Cresar's Iailgnage in regard to the Suevi is quite conclu
sive; nor are instances wanting in tnodem times of tribes 
that sustained themselves partly by the cultivation of their 
fields and partly by their plundering expeditions: for many 

•.•. 1790. years the people of Lower Bengal were subject to the ravages 

A.D.40D-
677. 
Britairt'in 
'luJjifth 
.~~ntutY.. 

I 
of hill tribes, who yet carried on agriculture of their own 
during the summer months', The Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
had a love of adventure and were mainly engaged as warriors, 
but the very stories of their piratical expeditions themselves 
are inexplicable unless we recognise that the same men who 
fought so ruthlessly were skilful craftsmen, and were not 
wholly averse to tillage. 

III. THE CONQUEST OF BRITAIN. 

28. The preceding paragraphs have described the con
dition of our forefathers while they were still liviIig. in 
Germany and before they undertook the conquest of Britain; 
it is worth while now to turn to exanline the state of the land 
where they fixed their new homes and see what they found 
on their arrivaL This is a preliminary enquiry, on which 
we must enter before we face the difficult question how far 
the material progress of the English people was directly and 
deeply affected by their contact with the remains of Imperial 
civilisation in Britain. With regard to this we may anti
I cipate the conclusion reached below and state that the 
I historical evidence seems on the whole to show that the 
!subsequent English civilisation was aimost entirely a native 
I growth, though elements of Roman lore and skill were 
• indirectly introduced among our countrymen at a later date, 
. by Christian m~ionaries. and travelling merchants from 

• the continent. 
1:'.'//:." There can of course be no dispute as to the high civilisa-
Roman tion which Britain had attained in the second and third 
ColQ"~: 

1 Bunt4lr • .Annall 01 Rural Bengal, 219. 
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centuries. It had been settled like other Roman colonies, A.D. 400-

and imperial officials had directed the development of its A.D. 677. .' 

resources. 'The Roman citizens greatly coveted grants of 
the broad territories which were subdued by'their legions', 
and there was never mach difficulty in planting a new tel'ri~ 
torium with such settlers; the tenure on which they held !~.iGbil. 
their estates was technically known as possessio' since the 
land was theoretically resumable by the State, though as 
matter of fact it was hereditary, and licence could be obtained . 
for its alienation. But the old inhabitants were retained as 
coloni, the actual cultivators of the soil to w,hich they w<re 
attached, though they had in other respects a considerable 
amount of personal freedom'. But the most important 
changea were those which were made on the actual land aou/ :nG'." 

itself. All Roman territoria were laid out on one definite . 
plan; roads were made both as great channels of communi
cation, and for the purpose of tillage'; these roads served as 
the limits of the different centuriae (of about 200 acres each) 
into which each ci11itaB was divided, while boundaries were 
marked by mounds, stones or trees, which defined in a 
permanent manner the limits of the various e.,tates; the 
rectangular portions thus laid out by the Roman agri-
mensOTes were designed to be permanent divisions of the soil. . . 

The Romans were accustomed to introduce such animals', Ac~l""'" 
planta and trees as they thought would flourish in any new ....... 
colony; the cherry and the vine were brought to Britain by 
them, as in all probability were a great many forest trees, if the 
names they bear can be taken as evidence. ?Ir Coote thinks 
that some herbs were also introduced, and, among other 
things, quickset hedges'. The wh~le country as far as 

• Hadrian's Wall was portioned out, and the amount of corn' 
produced must have been very great; the Roman settlers had 

1 H. C. Coote, BOIR4f11 of Britoi-. p. 239. sa Ibid.. Ope ciL p.. 49a 
• Ibid. Ope cit. p. 128. 
, On the la,yiug oui of a colony see Coote, BcnntJII, of Britain, 42-119. 
6 On difl'erances between the native and Roman breeds of cattle see Prof. 

Hu.;hes' amcl.e in Boyed .A.gricttllural8oe. JounW:, Srd Series. v. 561. 
e NtglecUtl Fact, 68. For. good snmmar;y of lhe effects of &he Roman 

occupation. Bee C. H. PearsoD'S Englmul i. Eorly Gad Mtdtlk ...t~ •• !. 55. 
T According to Zosimua.llb. S. page 145. eight hundred vessels were sent OD 

.one occ.:amon 10 prOCQre com for the Bomao. cit~es in Germauy. 
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A.D. 400- bud;; numerous clties, and introdu~d into them the mu.ni
!;;;i.:7

• cipal and social institutions, to which they were accustomed 
iflopme.::z in Italy. There is abundant evidence of the high civilisa
~.:.:::... tion and largt! population which existed in the island under 
A.D. 61. Roman occupation. The c!,lonies of Londinium and Verula-

mium possessed a population of which 70,000 were slaugh
A.D. 297. tered in the days of Boadicea '. A later panegyrist' describes 

the rich natural productions, the minerals, Bocks and herds, 
the commercial facilities, and the revenues derived from 

A.D.2jO. them, while we also learn that there were fifty-nine cities in 
Bll.tam about tpe middle of the third century'. 

DiBin~· 
gratjonof 
R07n4n 
8ocietg. 
A.D. 401. 

But before the English had made any settlements in 
Britain this civilisation had received many rude shocks. 
We read in the pages of Bede how terribly the country 
suffered after the Roman generals had withdrawn the 
legions. " From that time, the south part of Britain, desti
tute of armed soldiers, of martial stores, and of all its active 
youth, which had been led away by the rashness of the 
tyrants never to return, was wholly exposed to rapine, as 

Pi,,, and being totally ignorant of the use of weapons." When the 
&,/8. Picts and Scots fell upon them and they were unable to 

defend the rampart which ~tretched across from Frith to 
Frith, it seemed that total destruction was inevitable. " Mes
sengers were again sent to Rome, imploring aid, lest their 
wretched country should be utterly ruined, and the name 
of a Roman province, so long renowned among them, over
thrown by the cruelties of barbarous foreigners, might 

Daemon become utterly contemptible." But when the slight as
z.~t":J':"'· sistance sent in answer to this appeal was finslly withdrawn, 

the ravages recommenc;cI, till "at last the Britons, forsaking 

1 Tacitus, ~n'" XIV. ss. 
I Eumenius. Et sane Don sicu& Brita.Imile nomen unum, ita mediocris 

iaetnrlB erat reipubliCle terra tanto hngnm ubere. tanto beta oumero putionum, 
tot metallorum fluena rivis, tot Tectiga1ib1llJ qurestuosa. tot aecinet& porlubUl, tanto 
immenaa cirenitn. Pa.mggriclU Otm8tanlio. c. 11. Merito to omnibus caili ac 
soli bonia Natura donatil, in quA. nec rigor est nimi08 hiemis, nee ardor lMtam, 

r in quA segetum tanla fecunditaa, ut muneribus utriaque tuJBciai el Cermis et 
Liberi. in qui. Demon sine immanibas bestiis. &erra sine aerpentibu noills; 
contra pecornm mitium inD1lDl6J'Bbilia multitudo I8.ete distenta et ouuata velleribu. 
PanegynCfU COJI6tantio, c. 9. . 

• -EX.' W'O:.\fle hrllrrj".ollfl .,6'. llarcianu. Periplu6. D. c. ].t. 
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" their cities and wall, took te flight and were disperSed. A.D. 400-

The enemy pursued and the slaughter was greater than A.D. 577. 

on any former occasion, for the wretched natives were torn 
in pieces by their enemies, as lambs are 'tem by wild 
beasts. Thus being expelled their dwellings and posses-
sions, they saved themselves from starvation by robbing and 
plundering one another, augmenting foreign calamities by F.mi .. 

their own domestic broils, till the whole country was left F.!'ion. 
destitute of food, except such as could be procured by the 
chase'." Even if we make considerable allowance for rhe-
toric, and limit the description to the old ~orthumbria,,in 
which Bede wrote and which was most exposed te the 
ravages of tbe Picts and Scots, the words show that a 
quarter of a '16ntury before the Jutes landed in.Thanet 
Roman society in Britain was entirely disintegrated'. Even 
dUl'ing this brief period there was no opportunity for recovery, 
as the ravages 'of famine, and later of pestilence', were added A.D. 426-

to those of their enemies; and the temporal'J plenty that 449. 

ensued for a time did not serve to resuscitate the decaying 
civilisation. There was besides another cause of weakness, 
for two distinct parties can be traced in the Roman Province 
itself; in the person of Ambrosius there was a leader sprung 
from the old Arturian gens, and his patronymic has come A.D. 620. 

to designate the ideal of Christian heroism; while Vortigem 
to judge from his Celtic name must have been of a very 
different stock. Wasted by famine and tern by faction, the 
Roman province of Britain seemed an easy prey to the 
, heathen of the Northern Sea.' 

29. All evidence goes to show that the Roman civilisation R.n., •• " 
was completely disintegrated at the time when our forefathers M"':'t:;;'U.. 
began their invasion; but the Romans and Welsh, though~..ru.;: 
they could not. organise an effective resistance and'repel the rubmit. 

attacks of the English tribes, were too proud te submit to 
them. As one wave of invasion succeeded another the 
struggle was carried on; the battle of peorham may be A.D. 677. 

1 Bede. H. E. L c. xii. (Bohn's Series). • 
t .A. graphio description of the -severance between the Boman and Germanic 

worllla, and of the completeness of the isolation of Britain, is given by lIr C. F. 
Keary, Viking'. 4. 

8 Redo, 11. 'E. I. c. xiv. 
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" 
o A.D. 400- taken as the really decisive event; but that was not fought 
A.D. 677. till a hundred and twenty years after the conquest of Kent. 

O()uf'Uoj 
""wng. 
ctmtinmd 
.trugglc. 

During all that time the struggle was continued with varying 
success and with occasional checks. Britain was not rapidly 
overrun by biumphant victors; lmt during these one 
hundred and twenty years, new bands of settlers came from 
across the sea, or made incursions from the lands which their 
fathers had won; and thus the country became theirs gradually, 
shire by shire or hundred by hundred. The precise course 
of that long-continued struggle may be best treated if it is 
rE'f.l'arded as a matter of local history. Local dialects help to 
identify the stock from which the precise band of settlers 
came; the boundaries of the shire sometimes serve to show 
the ex1i!lnt of the district which fell into their hands at some 
battle of which only the name is preserved '; while the 
physical features of the ground may have a tale to tell for 
those who are skilled to read it' and so to reconstruct a 

:t;'~fa/ forgotten story. The English advanced bit by bit, and the 
d,.1Da/- Romans and Welsh gradually gave way as they were worsted 

time after time by the brute courage of the heatben they 
despised; the survivors of what had once been a civilised 
province drew away farther and farther into the western parts 
of the island rather than submit. They clung desperately to 
the hope that English victories were a merely temporary 
chastisement, and they tried to withdraw to places of greater 
security till the time for which God had permitted this 

Di'Plare
ffltfltOJ 
oIdJ'optJ-
laI'ClfI. 

heathen tyranny was overpast'. 
It was not by any sweeping victories but by the gradual 

displacement which resulted during this long-continued 

1 Compare Dr Guest's excellent paper in tbe TrtUl.lfU;tUnu 01 tit, .4.reAaologiul 
'Iutituu, 184.9. on the Early EnglilA Settluntnu in &utA Britai •. 

• J UTo esc!ape from their (the Saxons') bloody yoke an &I1D1 of British monks, 
guiding aD entire tribe of men and women. freemen and a1ave&, embarked in 
vesseb, Dot made of wood, but of Ikins I18WD together, singing or rather howling 
'aDder their full sails, the lamentatiOIl8 of the Psalmist, and came to aeek lUI 
asylum. in Armorica and make tor lhemaelvee anoLher couUy (4.D • .t6O-650). 
This emigration lasted &ore than .. century j and threw .. new, bo.& equally Celtic 

,population, into lhat portion of Gaol which Boman iautiona and BarbariaD 
invasion had injured leaat." Monlalembert, The Mou.. 0/ de Wu,. Do 260. OD 
earlier intereour&e between Britain and Armorica. see Bridget&. eiltqrg of M' 
&ly Eud.arUt, L 28. An e:r.cel1en& illtl8tration at &his wilhdra"a} is found in: the 
legend of S. Bemo, qno&ed by Green, Jldif19 0/ E.g/aM, 191. 
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aggression and retreat, that Roman civilisation was swept A.D. 400- • 

away from the greater part of Britain, 8.lmost as if it had A.D. 577. 

never been. The centre of the Roman life had been in the Th. t ...... 

towns, but the towns failed to maintain thellfselves against rui •• 4, 

the invaders. The numbers and skill of the English were not 
so great that they habitua\l y stormed the Roman defences 
and destroyed the wretched inhabitants, and the fate of 
ADderida was probably exceptional. The towns were not •. D.491, 

however safe places of refuge and could not even maintain a 
defence; for as soon as the invaders had secured the sur-
rounding country they could ruin trade, even if they did tylt 
deliberately cut off supplies. One aft~r another of the great 
cities which the Romans had built was deserted and decayed. 
The very sites of some were forgotten; Uriconium, one of the 
wealthiest of all, had wholly passed out of mind before it was 
discovered in 1857'; and Silchester has been disinterred from 
beneath fields which have been ploughed time out of mind 
In other cases where the name and site have survived there 
is clear evidence that the place ceased to be a centre of .. 
commercial and civilised life. Had Verulam preserved a or.' l<a.9, 

continuous existence there would have been no temptation :'!: 
for the population to migrate and build on the other side of % ... ":::;nd 
the valley where S. Albans now stands. Even though the wall ~~i ••. 

and streets of Chester remain, and though York, Lincoln, an<;l 
Leicester embody many relics of their Roman times, it is 
improbable that any of th';se served as a city of refuge 
during the storms of the English invasion. Still less likely 
is it that the orderly habits of civilised Roman life, and the 
practice of Christian rites, were continuously maintained in 
these strongholds. There must always be danger in arguing 
from the mere silence of our authorities, but it seems, 
possible that London had sunk into insignificance' before 
it passed into English handa. The old civilisation had been so 
disintegrated that the attacks of the invaders could not be 
repelled, and it even failed to maintain itself in those centres 

1 Wright, UtiCMIium. 
I LofUe.. Hmory 01 LMU1on, 1 .. 64. The attempt to show, from arcIueological 

evideuce, t.hM the desertion was &0 complete that the main lhoroughfarea had 
fallen into decay appears to rest on & misapprehension. ..Lethab1r London befoN 

• tJu Conque,'. 98, 150. Compare also Gomme, op. cit. 4.8. 
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A.D. 400- where It had been most firmly' established. There doubtless 
A.D •• 77. were many individuals who survived the battles, but failed to 

escape, whose lives were spared, and who then lived to serve 
the conquerort in house or field; but Roman society with its 
language, law, commerce, administration, and religion did not 
survive in any single locality. In the more northern parts 

A.D. 688. of England there were districts which 'maintained their in
tegrity, like the kingdom of Leeds; and there may have beell 
in many other parts hamlets of cultivators who remained on 
their old lands '; but little else weathered the storm. There 
isJIo inherent improbability which need compel us to dis
count the story of de~truction and devastation recounted by 
Bede, Gildas, and N ennius. Despite the similarities between 
some English anJ some Roman institutions t, there is no 
such identity as to compel us to believe. that the English 
habits were derived from the Romans or that our civilisation 
is other than a native growth. We owe a debt to Christian 
missionaries, to Danish adventurers, to Flemish weavers, but 
there is little which we can ascribe to direct Roman influence 

The 
go-ad ... , 
ad ...... 

1f':~ish, 

surviving in Britain. 
30. On the territory which was tbus gradually vaCated 

the successive tribes of English invaders settled themselves : 
they were forced to till the ground for supplies, while the war 
was still waging, and they were doubtless ready for a summODS 

1 There are 8 good many Celtic names preserved in Cambridgeahire; the JaWI 
01 the Thegns Gild (Cooper, ...4.nnaZI, L 15) imply the continued existent".e of 
WelBhmen round the town j for it does not seem in this case that 'wealh' 
merely means foreign to the gild. So too ill Wessex i&aelf it 8eeIOB that some 
of the Britons were 80 far successful in resistance as to maintain • footing 88 
landholders (Coote, Bomtlm of Britain, 182). For there can be no doubt, that 
unless the slaughter proceeded from a mere ruthless love of destruction, the 
proportion at inhabitants who were preserved, in dilferent di.ebieta, would vary. 

"The traces of We1ah names are more numerous in Kent ihau. in Souez: and it 
seems Dot improbable that the conquest of the ftm: kingdom wu effected with 

, comparative ease, and that there WIl.8 in thi. ease rather a _ usorpation than • 
eonqueaL In Nortlmmbria the Dmnber of inhabitants preaened IeelDI to have. 
been considerable; while the Dew settlements in the DOrthem part of that. 
kingdom were few and far between. In Cumbria and Strathc1yde the chicl' 
power remained in Cel~c hands, though some of the innders fouDd homes for 

ethem.selves in that. district i such IWDe8 as Cunningham in Ayrshire, Pt1UDiDg. 
hame in Wigton. WorkingtoD aDd HaniDgtoD in Cumberland. are evidenetl of 
these scattered setUementa in a Celtic kingdom.. The namea of their villages are 
the chief indications of tilt tide of Engllah conquest. 

t See below, p. 107. 



CONQUEST OF BRITAIN. .61 

to take part in it if need were. The men of Kent had been A.D. 400-

established in their new homes for a century before the West A.D. 577. 

Saxons succeeded in appropriating Bedfordshire'. The north ..". 671, 

folk and the south folk had held East Anglb. many year: 
before the East Saxons 4'ushed their way into Hertfordshire 
and sealed the fate of Verulam '; the tide' of conquest was ci,..,.. 660 

still flowing forward long after the period of settlement had A.D. 

begun. It may of course have been true that the first 
English bands were not cultivators hut mere plunderers who 
made raids on the Saxon shore, and that the mercenaries 
who took possession of Thanet persisted in drawing suppl~s 
from the fields of the Britons in Kent; but the very success 
of the English conquest rendered it impossible for the ad-
vancing tribes to ohtain support unless they started tillage •• d 'm· 
on their own account'. As each new district was appropri- ::~~~:. t. 
ated, crops would he sown, and the arts of agriculture would tillag'. 

be practised, in the same sort of way as had been done across 
the sea j and thus a firm basis was given for the operations of 
coming campaigns. There was nothing to tempt t4e English 
warriors in the remains of Roman cities', and as they would 
have little use for the great roads they would often aVjlid 
them; they doubtless settled in little groups as Tacitus 
describes, as they were attracted by conveniences of wood 
awl. water. 

Tbe division of the conquered territory into hundreds Mt(hod of 

seems to suggest that the land was systematically assigned • .... 0"""·' 
to the victorious armies, and the number of villages, which 
consisted of ten hides of landO, favours the idea that some 
formal occupation was carried out on the lines which Tacitus 
describes for an earlier era'. 

Tracts of uncultivated land were apportioned to groups of . 
warriors, and the groups settled her? and there as they were 

: 1 Green, braking.ol England, p. 128. 
t Ibid. 109 n. . 
8 Compo.re the accounts of the Danes ravaging the COllntry and then aettling 

in it. Engliah O1lronicie, 876 and 880 . 
• Stubbs, Oomt;tut;Qnal Hulon). I. 61. 
6 Maitland, Dome.drty Book and Beycmd, 890. Compare also Seebohm, Tnoal 

CtUwm, p. 418. 
e See above,.p. 41. 
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A.D. 400- attracted' by wood or water, to enjoy their hard-earned hold
A.D. 577. ings. The evidence of nomenclature seems to show that 

several men of the same sept' took up land together and. 
'j.'!:a'!!.:olformed a villb.ge (tUn)'; other ~oups ~ay have been com

posed of those who had fought sIde by side before, and who 
were ready to go out and serve together again. The amount 
of land assigned to each such group would naturally depend 
on the number of the cultivators; and it would then be 
possible for them to proceed to begin the labour of tillage 
and assign a holding to each separate family', Whether 
t~e arable holdings were apportioned once for all, or whether 
under a system of extensive culture they were reassigned 
every' year, the method adopted would be sinIilar. The 
allotment of acres was apparently determined by a desire to 

'Otufl, oj give a fair share to each cultivator'; as the land was broken 
kor'd'i.,; 01 up it would be possible to deal out any convenient number 
::':~::,u:' of arable acres, which would of course be intermingled to the 

various members of the group. The members were already 
organised for military discipline, and police responsibility; 
and the person who held a leading position for these pur
poses would have land assigned him "according to his 
dignity;" but most of the members would personally engage 
in the labour of tillage. Each would have a house and 
yard (toft) and such a share of land, extensively or intensively 
cultivated, as a team could plough; he would also have a 
claim to meadow grass for hay, and a right to pasture his 
oxen on the waste'; but unless the whole account of the 
English Conquest of Britain has been greatly exaggerated 
we cannot suppose that so many of the old inhabitants 
were retained that the conquerors were able to rely wholly 
and solely on cultivation by dependents; it is much more 
probable that when not required for warfare, they like the 

B.o.55. Suevi of former days undertook the actual labour of agricul-
':'~~'::i~ t!lre themselves. In any case some organisa~ion was needed 

.qtiQ". 1 Kemble, &:r"an" '" Eng/aNl. LApp. A . 
• 00 the use of this word and the precise Be1l88 of townahip compare Prot. 

Asbley's article. Quarurly Joumol 0/ Eooru:mtiu. nu. 845. 
• Bode habitually estimates IADd In thie faehion. LO... 0' 1M .dbbou 0' 

JJ."~annOHtl. II .. 7. , Vinogradoff, Villaluge i. ElIglmui. ts6 . 
• On th.e mode of settlement in Wiltahire, compare Gomme. fIJJ. cit. 78. 
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for directing the com mon work of the village,' ~nd the A,D.-tiio
institutions of the village community as.already described A.D. 077., 

wonld serve the purpose; though in any group, where there 
·was a leader who called them to arms, and 'who was 
responsible for good orqpr, he may probably have exercised 
some authority in the administration of rural affairs from the 
first'. The balance of historical evidence seems to be in 
'favour of the opinion that the warriors as they settled formed 
villages; and that the freemen, who were ready to follow 
the king in arms, and to assist him' by their judgment in 
the folkmoot, were associated together under their militarl 
leaders in villages for the purpose of carrying on the agrI-
culture by which they lived. 

Some questi;'n has been raised as to the existence of 
groups of cultivators in any other form than as .hamlets of 
servile dependents '; but men who were free to dispose of 
their common property' could not have been dependent, and A.D. loss. 
there are other indications that thirteenth century villains 
had sunk from an onginal pendant'. We are forced by F .... !z,~ 
tbe received accounts of the' English Conquest to suppose •• ,.". 
that the £ree warriors betook themselves to tillage. for there 
must have been a general ~isplacement of population to 
allow of the introduction of a new speech, and the destruc-
tion of the Christian religion in the' south and east of 
Britain, The continued existence of a numerous and gene-
rally diffused servile population of rural 1aboul'er~ would be 
incompatible with such sweeping changes. 

When the lands they had conquered were apportioned 
among the warriors in townships, a considerable area reo 

I Earle, Land O1ttl.rUJ'" Jxvili.. hxii. 
I Seebohm, Village Oommunity, 179. Ashley, Introduction to Fustel de 

Coulangcs' Origin of Property.' Compare the discussion of this point below, 
§§ 46. 47. . • KovaleVlky, DH Dti. Entwicktlung Europtu, I. 505. 

4 DI' Vinogrado1! has a.na1ysed the complex. structure of thirteenth cent1ll'Y 
Tillainage with great skill in h.i8 Englilla Village Community. U Legal theol'J" 
and political disabilities would fain make it all but sla:,el'1; the manorial system 
ensures it aomething of the Boman coloM.tUl; there is a. .,took of :freedom in it 
which apeaks of Saxon tradition," p. 1S7. This comes out most clearly in the 
position·of the villain BOeID.en of ancient domain (p. 156), of the hundredors 
(p. 194), anel of men who!!8 aervile 8tatus had not been proved (p. 85) i in the 
rights of free commonen (p. 277); in the tracea of communal holding among free 
tenants (p. 8(0). in eommuual right.s (p. S68) and in tile Pl'OCedure of certain 

-4::01U'18 (p. 882). 
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A.D.400- mained, much of which was covered with forest'; but 80me 
A.D. 577. of it would be inhabit~d, as in the case of any 8urviving 

Welsh hamlets. Over such land the king had very large, 
claims, and s6me of it seems to hav~ remained unalienated 
as the ancient domain of the Crtlwn; but he had also 
valuable, if somewhat indefinite, rights over the persons 
and property of the free warriors in their villages, as 
they could be summoned to fight, or might be heavily fined 
for various offences, or demands might be made for support. 
The power to exercise these rights was a valuable possession, 
avd it formed the. chief fund for national purposes. The 
king maintained the public servants and military officers 
by the temporary grant of land, or rather by the assignment 
of his rights-whatever they were, or a .portion of his rights 

T.mpM-ary -within some particular area to one of his thegns'. The 
0,;;:;::'.'0 -English thegn received his arms from the king,. to whom 

.they were returned at his death as a heriot; and he was 
supported by a grant of land, or rather of royal rights over 
some piece of land The judicial rights over a few pros
perous townships might be veJlf valuable, while a grant 
of all the royal claims over a larger area of unocCupied 
forest· would yield but a poor income; perbaps the best 

1 Pearson, Bifftorical Map., 49 • 
• In thus devoting a portion of royal rights in land to public ues the English 

were perpetuating • custom which prevails III nomadic and half-settled COIJl. 

mUDities. The power of • Kafit chief depends chiefly on the quantity of catUe 
he possesses, and with wWch he rewards his followers: and the young men of 
the tribe frequent his conn and do hula as the cornieu attaebed to • leader. 
Compare a Oompendium, 01 K afir La"'" and OrutQ11&l printed /()7' tJu GOrJemment 
oj BritUA Kaffr(l,MJ 1858. The reports which were sent by Governmen1; officials 
describe many institutions which are eurlonsly .similar to Teut.onic and Celtic 
ones. The judicial sYstem, pp. 58, 74. the royal reTeDU8, p. 29. the wergilda. p. 61. 
the position of married women, p. M. are all of interelt in this respect. 

• Xing Alfred writes as if the owner of a temporary grant npported. himself 
from the prodaet.8 of the waste. The illustratioD from the diJl'eren.ee betWeeD 
lunland and boc14nd i.e well worthy to mmd in a preface eYeD to IIlC.b • book 

. as S. Anstin's SoliloqNiu; and to as it is very instnwtiT~ II It is DO wODder 
thougb men 'swink' in timber working. and in the outleading and in lhe building i 
but every man wishe!19 after he baa built • cottage on his lord'8 lease, by his 
help, that he may 80meLimee resi him. therein, and bunt and fowl and 8111. and 
aae it in every way to the lease bolh on sea and on land, uolill the time that he 
earn bookland and everlasting heritage through his lord'. mercy: So do UIe 
wealthy Giver. who wielda both these temporary cottages and the everlasting 
homes, may ~e who Ihape8 both and. wielda both,' grant me that I be mete· 
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return could be obm:ined where Welsh rural ham~~ts con- A.D. 400· 

tinued to exist through the storm of invasion and were A.D. />77. 

allowed 'to 'go on tilling their lands hut on mo.re onerous 
• terms. Such hamlets would be specially important to the 

invaders when they we~ found in districts where minerals 
could be procnred, and when the inhabit. ants were skilled 
in mining and the working of ore. The smelting in the 8",.,,;!.1, 

Forest of Dean is said to have been carried on continuously ~.:.:..:: 
since Roman times'; and thiS is quite probable also in regard 
to the tin mines of Cornwall and the lead mines at the Peak. 
But the continued .existence of these industries in special 
districts' in the hands of men who had special rights, doe~. 
not at all dimiuish the force of the evidence, which goes to 
show that there was a sweeping change throughout the 

- country generally. 
So far then as we can peer through the darkness and 

come to any conclusion as to the nature of the English 
settlements, it appears that though portions of the land... 
were cultivated by dependents, free warriors connected by 
ties of kinship obtained their holdings as convenience 
dictated, and ,were associated. together in the common work 
of agriculture. 

IV. E~RLY CHANGES IN ENGLAND. 

31. The three centuries that elapsed between the battle A.D. 677-

of Deorham and the reign of Alfred contain little that attracts ;;;;"ugh 
the interest of the ordinary reader. It requires an effort-- to IM,lO,t, 
realise that the lapse of time, in a period which is dismissed r:;:: .... 
in a few pages, was really as long as that from the Spanish 
Armada to the present day. These centuries were marked ofl 
course by the planting of the Church in England, and by the 
consequent changes in thought and life introduced; they are 
noticeable too for the beginning of Danish invasion, and the J 

for each. both here to bo profitable and thither to come." Blo8lom Gathering. 
in Ki1lg .Aljretf. Work- (JubUee Edition, Vol. II. Part D. pale 84). 

1 Craik, Pictorial Hilllory 0/ England, 1. i. 268. 
I On tho survival of silver mining see below, VoL n. p. 8. The spcciol 

organisation' of the miners 'and their position on royal forests all tend to confirm 
!he view that t.he~ may be 8m-viYors of Welsh hamlets. 

• Co 1L I) 
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A.D. 577-1 new forms of energy that were called forth in imitation of 'i 
A.D._~Ol·1 their enterpris~ But throughout the chaos of local and 
agrunua 
cool~e<n .. apparently fruitless struggles, one change was steadily pro-
t,:~g. ceeding; th~ lesser states were being absorbed into the 

larger kingdoms, and the temporarj' superiority, which the 
Bretwalda exerc~ed over neighbouring kings, was preparing 
the way for the recognition of the claim of Egbert to be 
king of all the English. This coalescence of the smaller 
\kingdoms was the chief political event. 

G,.""h of This process need not necessarily have made any great 
~'J:kfng change in the methods of cultivation, or in the status of the 

. ~abitants. When two peoples were joined, more land 
would be available to the victorious king for the support of 
an enlarged comitatus; and the cultivators on such land 
would be reinstated, but under conditions that ensured their 
loyalty. In one respect however such fusion was of great 
importance. The power of the kingly office increased with the 
enlargement of his responsibilities'; and with the incI'ease of 
his pawer, his ability to make valuable gr!,nts, and the status 
of his personal attendants, rose as well; the earl, or even 
churl, in a village was not so very far removed from a king 
whose realm consisted of only a few hundreds; but when 
the king l1lled over several shires the case .was different; 

~::thi' and the thegns; who were military and judicial officers of 
these more powerful kings, came .to have a much higher 
social status than they had at first; the churl or earl kept 
his old position, while that of the others had greatly im
proved. Thus we have the foundation of a new nobility, 
not of blood but of service and wealth. 

r.~on 32. The internecine warfare of the little kingdoms of the 
mi,';on. heptarchy was a fatal obstacle to advance.in civilisation; and 

nothing contributed so strongly to the cessation of these 
struggles and the formation of a united English nation, as 

• the influence of the monks who came from Rome under 
•. ».597, 'the leadership of S. Augnstine. The consolidation of the 

(separate tribeR·and the first beginnings of really national 
I councils are closely connected with the ecclesiastical usages . 
'which the missionaries introduced, so that their work was 

'. 1 Kemble, &r.%oM in EfJglfUUl, L 147. 
'. 
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indirectly of great economic importance; but it is 'also true A.D. r>77-
that comparatively little economic advance can be ascribed t:: ... ~~. 
to their direct and immediate influence. In Gaul, the Roman f,~;~~~y 
civilisation had so utterly decayed that the sOil had to be ~~onomi.'" 
reclaimed again, by cl."..mg the forest and jungle; in that 'Nfl"'_ 
province the greatest'material benefits <,Iirectly accrued from 
the establishmeut of religious houses and the unremitting 
labours of the monks'. In more distant regions, where the 
Roman empire had never extended, the monks began engi-
neering works, such as those which marked the countries 
which had formerly been subject to Imperial rule". Bu.t 
the special needs of the English, at the time of their 
conversion, and the drcumstances of their land were not 
the same <IS ti).ose of the Franks, or of the Picts and 
Scots. They had settled down to till their lands, and though 
they still sent out bandS against the Welsh or engaged in 
struggles with one another, they 'pad entirely relinquished 
the old roving life on the sea, So soon as commerce 
developed, the old Roman routes of communication were 
r~ady prepared for the use of the chapmen who began to 
traverse them, and Roman bricks lay ready to hand for the 
repair of Roman bridges and the construction of new towns 
where' the Roman cities had stood. The trees which they 
had planted' would also remain and yield their fruit to the 
English settlers; altogether there are few material changes 
which need be directly traced to monastic enterprise and 
diligence, though particular places, like the fens round Crow-
land, owe much to their zeal. Still it is true that in England 
the chief economic influence they exercised was due to the 
constitutional changes they accelerated, and especially to the but ••. 

way in which they promoted the power of the king, and of ::::::::1 
his personal dependents; while the communication with Rome, ~~:;;::" 

1 Monuuembert, The Monu a/tile Wut, IL 814. 
S The civilising influence of the Columban Church among the northern tribes 

can hardly be exaggerated; each monaatery which was pJ.nted beea.m.e a. living 
witness, to a wild aga, of the excellence of a godly We of industry rather than of 
ODe of contemplative piety. a.rtiatic work and eduaation. Many roads in Scotland 
were due directly or indirectly to the existence of mOll88teriea. Skene. CdtM 
Bcotla11d, D. 861. Innes, Scotland in Middle AgU, p. 146 . 

., • I)ee above', p. 06. 

5-2 
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A.D. 577- "'hich W8.s probably opened up for religious purposes, was 
A.D.901. used for commercial intercourse as well. 

The fact that S. Augustine and the other leaders of 
the Roman wission came especially to the kings, and that 
Christianity was from the first a cflurt religion, gave these 

. teachers the position. of royal dependents, closely analogous to 
~~::;: that of the thegns'. As the one did service by fighting for 
Thegn.: the king, so did the others intercede for him by their prayers, 

but while the military service could only profit the king 
during this life, the prayers of God's servants might avail him 
in the place of death'. It thus became desirable to secure 
the perpetual rendering of such service; and kings began to 
make provision for communities of monks, by granting them 
a piece of land, or rather rights and superiorities over land 

grantd?, already occupied, so that they might 'serve God for ever',' 
P''1'''·''Y· This land was secured to them by means of a charter (boc), 

and thus royal rights which had hitherto been only tempo· 
Bocland, rarily assigned were granted away to the owner of boclamd'. 
ho.. These grants in the ninth and tenth centuries generally 
gran".; purported to be made by consent of the Witan, and this may 

have done something to prevent the national resources from 
passing into private hands. It probably was not a serious 
obstacle, however, and as the kingdoms increased in size there 

1 Lingard, ..4nglo·8azon Church, L l1L 
I Montalembert. TM Mon1:s 0/ tM W uf, L 45, 
• It is not a. little curious to notice that this, the ehieI economic effect 

of monasteries in England. did DOt occur from. the planting of monasteries in 
Scotland. The Colnmban monasteries were endowed with land which 19'88 noa 
alienated from. the family which granted it; and the abbot 19'88 alway. selected 
from among the blood relations of &he founder j the one who was highest in the 
monastic community was to ~. It &equenUy happened however &hat a lay 
brother succeeded, or even a member of the clan, .... ho had made DO mOn&lltio 
profession at all j and thus the 1ands of the mOJ'JJl8teries became eecularised. The 
fundamental difference, which underlay all the ques&ioW!I between &he upholders of 
the Soottish and Catholic usages at Whitby. w. due to the lad lIlat the one 
Church W&8 organised on this mbal model, and the other on the terrltorialsystem 
which h8.d come int.o vogue in the rest; of Christendom. The IUbeequent hist.ory 
of the tribal Church in Stotland aud Ireland proves the nperiority of the latter 
SY8tem. Skene, ae~ Scotland. II. 68, 270, 865. Todd's 8. Patrici, p. 158 . 

• The OWDer of lxii:land apparently exercised powen of jurildietioo 8ubject 
to the falfilment of certain specified dutiea; the important thing for the grantee 
W88 that the charter should graot the amplest privilege. and that the obliga:=:posed lIhouldlo be of the alighu.t-nothing more perhaps than the trirwd4 
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was less possibility of a grand ~sem bly of all freemen at the A.j) •• H

witenagemot; these were sometimes, in consequence, little A.D. 901 • 

. more than a gathering of a few royal thegns, who did not 
put a very 'effective check on the disposition of the king. 

The character of tbe"numerous monasteries thus 'foUnded, .;""., ..... 
which were each independent and not responsible to the head :~t::: .. 
of an order,. depended very much on the character of the ruling 
abbot; in some cases no real discipline was enforced, and the 
pious purpose was" only put forward as an excuse for securing 
land in perpetuity. These pretended monasteries were a 
source of grave scandal; but the advantages of a perpetu~, 
as opposed to a merelll temporary, possession were so great, 
that men were strongly' tempted to endeavour to secure 
estates on these ·terms. Others succeeded in 'obtaining grants 
on the strength of an intention, which was never carried out, 
to found a monastery; and large portions. of territory were 
disposed of, in what were little better than packed assemblies. 

ThiS process had already gone on to a great extent in the ao"."~ .. n' 
N orthumbrian kingdom in the time of Bede, whose letters to ~~k::'~ •. 
archbishop Egbert' give us very important information on A.D, 784. 

1 The letters are worth qllOting a.t some length. Bede advocates the establishA 
ment ot additional Beel, and continues, U Ae Ili. opus esse visum faerlt ut, tali 
mOJl88terio, causa Episcopatua suscipiendi, a.mplill8 aliquid locornm ao possessionom 
augeri debeat. Bunt loea. jnnnmera, at DOvimus omnea, in monasterium aacripta 
vocabulum, sed nihil prorsus monasticm conversationia habentia. ...... Et quia. 
hnjnsmodi Ulnima ot plum sunt loca, qwe, at vUlgo cliei 801et, neque Deo neque 
hominibus ntilla BUDt, quia. videlicet neque regularis seCUDdam Deom ibidem vita 
servatur, neqne illa. militea sive comites lecu1ariom potestatwn qui gentem. 
oostram a barbaris detendant possident; Ii quia in eisdem ipsia locis pro 
neeesaitate temporum. sedem Episeop&tus constituat, non culpam prevarieationis 
incorrere. sed opiJ.s virtutis magis ague probabitur ...... Ne nostris temporibna vel 
religione cessante, ·aUlor timorque interim deseratar inspectoria, vel rarescente 
copia militu. seeularis, absint qui fines Dostra. a barbarico. incursione tueantar. 
Quod enim. tnrpe est dicere. tot Bub nomine monasteriormn loea hi, qui monaohicm 
viLa:! plOrsns auut expertes in suam ditiODem Beeeperunt. sicut ipsi melina nastis, 
ut omnioo deBit loena, ubi filii nobilium 6Ut emeritoram militum proc_ouem 
aceipt're possint: ideoque vacante8 BC sine eonjugio, exacto tempore pubertatis, 
nullo eontinenUID proposito perdurent, atque bo.no ob rem Tel patriam SUaDl pl'O 
qua milit.are debuerant tra.ns mare abeuutes relinquantj lei majori acelere et, 
iIupudentia, qui propositumcastitatis nonha.bent, luxu.rim ae fornicu.tionideservia.nt • 
...... AII- alii gmviore adhuc ftagUio, quom aint ipsi Wei et nullius vitm reguloris 
vel usn exerciti. vel amare praediti, data regibus pectmia, emnnt sibi sub pretextn 
monaeteriorum. COIlit.ru.endornm. territoria. in quibus sum liberius vacent libidini j 

et bmc iIisnper in jus sibi heredita.rium edietis regalibus'" faciont ascribi, ipsa.s 
'Iluoque literas privilegiol'Um SQorum, quasi Teraciter Deo dignas, pontitleum, 
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A.D. 577- the subject. He points out that most serious consequences 
A.D. 901. must follow to the national economy from allowing the royal 

rights to be thus alienated. The king could no longer support 
an effective tJOdy of retainers and the nation would be left 
defenceless; land given over to such men was of use neither 
to God nor man; to allow a few men to monopolise such 
possessions in perpetuity was to sap the national resources, 
so that the army could not be maintained, or the veterans 
rewarded. There is an interesting confirmation of Bede's 

'.D. 737. warning in the entire collapse of the N orthumbrian kingdom 
s:> soon after his time; while Wessex, which ultimately 
absorbed the whole heptarchy, was .so situated that it was 
possible to keep up a more military life by grants of the 

Bdj.· 
."lIking 
t:illagu. 

lands from which the Welsh were gradually driven back'. 
33. We may then think of England as occupied by a 

large number of separate groups, some of which were villages 
of free warriors, some estates granted on more or less favourable 
terms; as in all probability there was comparatively little 
communication between them, they would all be forced to 
try to raise their own food and provide their clothing. . The 
mode of tillage and habits of work would be similar, what
ever the precise status of the villagers might be; but the 
information which has come to hand is very meagre, and most 
of the direct evidence consists of some few phrases in laws. 
and scattered hints in the legends of monastic saints. We 
may however fill out the details by reference to Welsh and 
Irish Laws, which illustrate the habits of primitive tillage, 
that is to' say of tillage which is carried on by separate 
communities, each of which is controlled by a single head', 
is chiefly self-sufficing and hardly depends on others for any 
regular supply. 
abbatum, et potestatum smeuli obUoent subscriptions conftmuui. Sieque Mar. 
patis sibi agellnlis sive vicis.liberi exindq. a divino aimul et humano servitio, lOla 

tantnm. inibi desi.deriis laiei monaehia imperantes de8ervium ...... Sie per iIUlDOS 

circiter triginw. ... provincia noet.ra vesano illo errore dementala est, at nullu pens 
exinde pnefectornm. e:r.titerit qui non. bujusmodi Bllri monasterium in diebos 
BtUle pradeetune eomparaver1t. •••. .Et qnidem talea repen&e, 0.& IlO(IU, tonJtura.r» pro 
suo libitu aceipiont. sao uamiDe de laicis DOD D1ODaChi, sed abbates efliciuntnr." 
II 5, 6, 7. Haddan and Sluhho, m. 819. 

1 Lappenberg, Saztm Ki1l{J" L 26L Evidence of the ItU'Vivai of the pranup. 
and comita in weasel occors in tbe EflgliiA CAronkk, 155. 

t Hermann, Staatn:irIA«hajllicAe Unlerl1lchun~en, 10-15. 
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The'most definite informatiolf, however, may be found in A.D. 577-

the regulations made by Charles the Great for the manage- ~;r9(ll. 
ment of his estates. They serve to show what was the ideal h •• bandry. 

which a prudent man kept before him-an' ideal which A.D. 812. 

would serve, with some~light variations, for Englishmen as 
well as for Franks'. The actual inventory of the buildings 
and stock of seed on several estates is of great interest; 
and Charles was careful to provide that there should also 
be skiiled artisans on the premises, and that each establish-
ment should be well stocked with all that was necessary for 
successful culture. 

If we tum to our own country, we find that the legends CoZ.,mb •• 

of English and Scottish saints contain many touches which ;-;:::;:-. 
help us to picture the condition of the uncleared land in, 
which many monks reared their homes. The work which the 
conquering settlers had to do must have been similar, and 
their daily tasks must have closely resembled those of 
which we read in stories of life in the Scottish and British 
monasteries, which were the model villages of the time'. In 
the island settlements, where they were partly protected from 
the ravages of their neighbours, these monks set themselves 
to lead a life of godly industry, and to commend their religion 
as much by the life they led as by the preachers they sent 
forth. We read in Bede'sHistory how the monks of BaI!gor' A.D. 607. 

all lived by the labour of their hands, and of disputes that 
ar'bse about the sharing in labour'. The legends of many 
saints throw instructive light on these matters, but it is in 
~he Lffe of S. Oolumba by his successor Ad3mnan' that we 
get the completest picture of such a monastery, and of the 
various arrangements it contained,-its granaries and mill, 

I CWlDingbam, We.tern Cir:i1i1ation. u. 51. 
S Thus Bede writes in his Lite. of thd .dbbot-l 01 Wearmoutla (Stevenson's 

Translation, p. 6(9). II It was B ple8rtSure to him, obediently to be employed 
&.long with them. in winnowing Bond grinding, in milking the ewes and COWl, in 
working in the bakehouse, the garden and the kitchen, and in every other 
occupation in the monastery ...... Frequently. when be went out aDywhere for the 
furt.herance of the busmess of the monDstery, whenever he "found the brethren a~ 
work, it was We C1l8tom to join them forthwith in their labour, either by directing 
the plough handle, or working iron with the forge hammer. or uswg the winnowing 
fun in his band, or doing som~thiug or other of the same sort." 

• II. E. n. c. ii. t H. E. IV. c. iv: 
1 I Reeve's Edition, notes, pp. 584-869. 
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A.D. 577- its oven and all the other offices. Even in monastic oommu
A.D. 901. nities, which were endowed with estates well stocked with 

meat and men and therefore did not depend for subsistence 
on the labour" of the brethren, many trades were carried on. 
"T e hear of Bede's own labours; ef another who was an 

A.D. 679. excellent carpenter, though but an indifferent monk I; of 
nuns at Coldingham who busied themselves with weaving'. 
We are justified in l'egarding each of these monasteries, and 
to some extent each of the villages, as a self-sufficing com
munity where all the necessaries of life were provided in 
dne proportion by the inhabitants, without going beyond 

"TTIuk 
1I.ardly 
ui6t~ 

ereeptfor 
one or~lDO 
requisites 
HUck al 
salt. 

the limits of the village itself'. 
In early days there was in all probability so little regular 

.trade that no village could rely on procuring necessary 
stores except from its own resources; the fact that they 
tried to do so serves to distinguish them from the most 
backward hamlet in the present day; the food came from 
their fields, and their herds; the flocks supplied the 
necessary clothing; from. the waste land they got fuel, 
and there the swine lived on the aoorns and mast'; honey 
held the place of sugar as a luxury. Salt was however a 
requisite which could not be produced in many of the inland 
villages by the efforts of the inhabitants themselves, and in 
those places where 'it was possible to obtain it the manu-
facture was a very profitable industry, This 'was one 
article the desire of which would tend to bring about tile 
existence of trade from the very first. Even the Arab', who 
with his flocks and date palms is largely provided for, still 
depends on the caravans for salt; and many of the English 

1 B. E. T. c. xiv. , H. E. IT. C. UV. 

a This is more true of the Columban and Cistercian houses thaD of others. 
As Professor Middleton has pointed out to me, there is an interesting"ditJerenC8 
between the resulte of founding at any special place a Benedictine or • Cistercian 
Abbey. Benedictine monks were Dot as a rule handicraftsmen. and so 8ftD U • 
BenediQUne monastery were let in the COtWtry, • town grew up round U witb 
craftsmen to IftJpply ita wants. With the Cistercians this was JlOl 10. their 
monasteries were co&plete1y MlJ·,ufficingj every possible craft that conld be 
~ eanied on by the monks or by the enwrn, and so the CiBterciaD houea 
often remained in the oolilude in which they w"'" founded. 

4 The plentitul supplies which a waste might. lumieh can be gathered frOID the 
panegyric on Ely at. the time of Hereward', defence. Liber Elunn., u. e, CY. 

6 Herzfeld, HandtlagudieAu dtt' Jruhfl, IS, 
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villages must have traded for it too. Till root :n.ops were A.D. 5~~
introduced, it was difficult, from lack of fodder, to keep a A.D! 901. 

large herd of cattle all through the winter; and accordingly 
the meat for winter nse was ordinarily prepated and salted 
down in the autumn. Unless the first English settlers were 
stricter vegetarians than is commonly supposed, ~r else were 
well acquaipted with the management of meadow land, they 
must have practised this system of salting down meat in 
autumn, and salt must have been a specially necessary " 
article for their use. 

34. There was not, in all probability, any remarka~e 
change in tillage or industry during this long period As 
has been said above extensive culture prevailed among some 
of the settlers in England, for otherwise it would be hard 
to account for the modified survival at Lauder'; but it doubt-
less gradually yieldeli to the more convenient methods of ~/"hod. 01 

intensive culture. For this purpose special fields, consisting :it't::: ... 
of intermingled strips', were set apart; these were kept under', 
crop with regular fallowing and. they were marked off bil 
large balks as permanent arable fields. There was besides 
a 'definite area of meadow land; but during winter all de
marcations were removed so that the "cattle might wander 
freely over the stubble and on the strips from which the 
hay had been cleared, as well as over other portions of the 
waste. It was an open field system of which traces still sur-
vive in many' parts of England": 

But though the fields were thus permanently set apart" 0". field, 
for arable purposes, it was not easy to go on taking crops 
from the same land year after year (the 0116 field slJstem)i 

1 Maine. Vill. Com. p. 95. 
A Vinogradoft, l'iUaitlQge in Englatuf, 254, 817. 
8 liwuerous su,rvivals of this .tate of things can still be Doted: the great tart 

balks which divided the fields from one another are still observable from the 
railway between Hitclrin and Cambridge; wilhiD. the last eentury the whole 
country between Royston and Newmarket is said to have been UDeneloaed; while 
.. few isolated parishes. of which Luton in Nottinglwnshire is an example, DI'8. or 
fatel1 were, in this condition. In many parts of the continent there is no' only 
evidence that common tillage baa ensted, but it; actually holds ita own. • 

So far as England is concerned the best illustra.tioDS will be found in .Mr 
J. G. L. Mowat's $iztten Old Map. QI Propertiu ill Oz/ordahi,.,. There are ex
cellen' descriptions by Mr Seebohm (Englull Village CmnmtJ"ity, 1), Prot. 
Andrew (Old 'Engli8lt Manor. 117), Prof. Maitland (Towndip and Borough. 64) 

• and Frof. Vinogl"adoJI (Vill<linage i .. EnglGnd, 2S1). 
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A.D. 677-.lwithout seriously exhausting the soil': and recourse was 
A.D. 901. had to -regular fallowing; according to the two field system, 

one of two arable fields was cropped each year, and one 
\lay fallow; aooording to the three field system, two out of 
ithree arable fields were under crop teach year and one lay 
·fallow. 

thre.field, This three field system was eventually more common 

. 
GfldttDo 
field. 

than the other, as it gave better returns for the same work. 
Early in the autumn of each year the husbandmen would 
plough the field which had been lying fallow during the 
s1Jillmer and sow it with wheat, rye or other winter corn; 
in the spring, they would plough up the stubble of the field 
on which their las~ wheat crop had been grown, and sow 
barley or oats instead; the third field would still have the 
stubble of the previous barley crop till early in June, when 
it was ploughed over and left fallow tilt the time of autumn 
sowing. 

II III 
Siubble of Stubble of 

F&lIow wheat barley 

Ocl. 
PlouA'h and 
BOW wheat 

March 
Plou,:th and 
sow barley 

June 
Plous:h twi~ 

Augu.1 ........ ~~P.._._."_r .. _ ..... ~a.p. .. __ ..... 1 

Stubble of Stubble of Fallow 
wheat barley 

In the following year, field L would be treated as field 
IL in the diagram, field II. as III., and field 'IlL as I., so 
that a rotation would be kept up . 

The two field system was similar and is illustrated by 
the diagram, if it. be supposed that field II. is omitted and 
chat there was a regular alternation of I. and ill The fields 

1 This persistent cultivation of the same land with the same crop iI not unknown 
however. See Hanssen. ~grarlrilt • .AbJuuul. L 192. NortAena Rural Life. 23. 
Oats was the crop which "88 gr01T1l for 811CCe88ive years in Scotland. 
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might have been alternately sown with wheat and fallowed; A.D. 677-

though it appears that it was not unusual in Germany to A.D. 901. 

alternate the crops also, and have wheat. fallow, barley; fallo.w 
in succession in each field'. If half the field unller cultivation 
were used for wheat ahd half for barley, as was sometimes 
done, the necessary work of ploughing would be more con
veniently distributed throughout the year than would other-
wise be possible on the two field plan. A thirteenth century' Their. 

writer has compared the relative advantages of the two :;= ... 
systems in detail, and shows that although a much larger 
area was under crop each year when the three field systMl 
was used, the expense of ploughing was really the same. In 
this way it seems that the three field system was an im
provement on a two field husbandry, but the two systems 
have been carried on side by side in some districts, and the 
three field system never altogether superseded the other'. 
Throughout England generally-in some districts during th~ 
sixteenth and seventeenth and in others during the eighteent 
century-both systems gave way to modern methods 0 

convertible husbandry in which periods of grass growin 
alternate with arable culture'; and when this change too~ 
place the two field system-as the less elaborate-lent itse~ 
more readily to the alteration, especially to the introduction 
of four-course husbandry". . 

Though there. is no positive evidence as to the precise Ea.-ly u .. 

mode of cultivation which was in vogue in early times, there ;r.l~~:r::. 
is every probability that the t~ree field s~st~m was not :::,!,;r:"d 
nnknown. Hanssen quotes one mstance of It ill Germany po"ibly i. 

in 771, and cOflsiders that it was the normal practice in the England. 

1 Hanssen, ..4grarAi.t . .Abh«ud. 1.178. 
t Walter 01 Benky, 8 D. and Intro. xxviii. If the la.nd was laid out' in two 

fields of 80 acres each, there would be 40 acrea to plough before the wheat was 
sown, 40 more before the barley was sown, and 80 to be ploughed twice over in 
June, when the stubble 01 the second field was broken up and it was left fallow, 
i.e. 40+40+(80 xt)=240. It the three field system were used. there would be 60 
acres to plongh before the wheat sowing. 60 acres to plough before the barley 
sowing, and 60 aerea to plough twice over wheu the atuiJble ·was broken up .in 
June, Le. 60+60+ (GO x 2) =j!40. There is reason to believe that Walter of 
Henley's estimate of wbat the plough oould do in the year Wl\8 exaggerated. 
(Yllitla.nd, Domudall Book and Beyond, 898. Page, End 01 jriUaiRdge in. 
E'I!,lana,22.) 8 H8llSsen, .4grarlli't . ..tlbJuma. t. 179 • 

• See belo", p. 628. • Hnussen, ~grarhi8t • .4.bhand. I. 178. 
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A.D. 577- time and on the estates of Charles the Great '; this is con
A,D.90l. firmed by an ingenious argument of Professor Jenks, who 

sbows that changes in the form of legal proceedings against 
debtors imply that some sort of intensive culture had 
come into vogue generally'. Tha! it quickly spread to 
England is probable enough; but we have very little definite 
evidence. The laws of Ine in regard to the amount of land 
to be kept under cultivation are not obviously relevant and 
are certainly not conclusive', though there is one of them 
which renders it clear that some sort of open field cultivation 
w .... in vogue. If agriculture is carried on in such open 
fields there must be difficulty in maintaining the temporary 
fencing which is needed to keep the cattle off the growing 

~o~: ciT:. corn or growing hay. King Ine's law provides as foIIows,
"If churls have a common meadow or other partible land' 
to fence, and some have fenced their part, some have not, 
and (cattle stray in and) eat up their common corn or grass; 
let those go who own the gap and compensate to the others 
who have fenced their part, the damage which there may be 
done, and let them demand such justice on the cattle as it may 
be right. But if there be a beast which breaks hedges and 
goes in everywhere, and he who owns it will not or cannot 
restrain it; let him who finds it in his field take it and 
slay it, and let the owner take its skin and flesh, and forfeit 
the rest·.~ This law gives us a very vivid pjcture of the early 

r.~,1 .• bl. ,tiIIage,-the fields undivided except by temporary fences, 
,and each churl's land lying intermingled with the rest. A 
"holding of thirty acres would consist of sixty separate strips, 
.of which, under the three field system, forty would be in 
!Cultivation .each year. The strips were all.intermingled in 

1 ..4grarAi6t • .dh1Jaliti. I. 102, 154. 
, .. It seems then abundantly clear that several owuership. and therewith 

intensive colture, were familiar to Teutonic Europe before the close of the eiGhth 
rentory. It would have been idle to provide exeeution-proce8ll against ilia un· 
movables of a debtor. 1IIl1ess \he ownership of immovablea had been generali1 
recognised." Eng. Hilt. Be", Vl.lL 422-

• ee. 84. 65, 66 in 'J1"orpe, .Ancient LGw, aM lrutilutitml. L 144. The Gelm,. 
• (Bect. Birt.g. Per,.) W8I to have seven acres of his -."..rd· SOWD when be en&ert-d 

on posseasion, buS was this a halt or a third or a quarter of the lJhoJ~ 1 ThorJ.e. 
-L4S5. 

• f Obviously strips in t.he common arable fields: 
• La.w, o/lne, ·j2. Tborpe, I. 1:.'9. 
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each of the great fields and only marked off from o;'e anothe~ A.D. ~77-
by narrow grass edging. 'A.D. 901. 

Each landholder also possessed the necessary stock for Sloo1; on 
working his land-a pair of oxen went witA the ordinary ~::.oId. 
villain's holding in the ,time of the Confessor. In all proba,-
bility the tenants combined their stock and formed a strong 
team, like the manorial teams of .eight' or twelve', though 
we find mention of plongh teams of very various degrees of 
strength' and we cannot suppose of 80me of them that they 

• did very effective work. 
The possession of draught oxen wonld have been usel')ss Paa'u.ay •• 

unless the churl had the meaus of feeding them; for hay, 
he had an allotment of meadow, and for pasturage he bad 
mcilities for feeding on the common waste including the 
fallow field, and on the other fields between harvest and 
seed time·. There can be -little doubt as to the manner 
in which agricultural processes were carried on, and the 
general type ,was probably almost the same whether the 
cultivators .were servile or free. 

Each separate .group was thus in a position to raise its Ind"'.'ry i. 

own food supply; but it could also, iu all probability, furnish ::J/:'~g 
its own industrial requirements from its own resources to •• u""" 
a far greater extent than any agricultural village would do in 
the present day; each was almost entirely self-truffidng. It 
was in these early times an eco!,omic unit, with no buying 
and selling between its members,-like a household where 
each member gets a living and has to do what work there 
is, instead of undertaking so much definite work for so 
much pay. A lady's maid is engaged to do the dress.making 
for certain persons, and may have much or little.to do; but 
she gets her living and a quarterly salary, and is not paid by the 
piece. When the village community is really a self-sufficing 
whole, the tijatcher or smith'is a member of the body, and 

I This a.ppears to have been the typical team. See below, p. 126. 
I Northern Rural Life, p. 83. • 
I O. O. Pell in DtmUBday Sludiu, 187. Vinogradoff, Villo.inage in England, 

252. • 
" Bcrutton, Commqm and Common Field" 4. See p. 526 below. 
6 O'lJtllliafl Code, L xnvill. ,Lege, IVa/lice, LXxi . .dncit:nt Low. 01 Walu. 

832, 817. • 
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A.D. im- pursues h~ craft without p~yment either by the hour or 
_!!:',~1: _piece, because his livelihood is secured to him in the form of 

m""mt<d. 80- many bushels from each householder, by the custom of the 
village; he does what work is required in return for hiS keep. 
There are of course many advantagfs in the modern system 
tby which a man is paid for what he does; on the other hand 
~he poorer rayats in India might be able to contribnte to the 
Isupport of a village artisan, while they could not save so as to 
!pay for work at the precise time they wanted it; there may 

l·be cases in which the balance of advantage still lies in the· 
p~mitive method. 

In English villages in the eleventh century the swineherd 
was commonly supported in this way; each gebur was bound 
to contribnte six loaves towards his maintenance '. The 
bee-keeper snperintended what was an important indnstry 
iIi the period before the Conquest', and there was careful 
supervision of pasture rights'. All these regulations serve 

\ 

to illustrate the habits of life in any village which was a 
single economic unit', since buying and selling did not go 
on between the members, but each stood. in a known custo
mary relation to the rest. They had little if any external 
trade, anti were practically self-sufficient and able to provide 
for all their ordinary wants from their own resources. 

35. There is no evidence that the early English villages 
valued their condition of self-sufficiency so highly as to try to 
check the development of trade, as has been done by German 

ljjr.::::::ff1 and Indian communities'. On the contrary we get the im
'"ade.. 1 Thorpe, ..bu;ient Lawa. L 485. 

S Andrews, Old Englii"~aM1'. 206. • rh.218. 
" In the Welsh Laws we get minute regulations for eo·tiIlage.-the contri

butions which were to be made for the common work, and the respon8l1rilitiea and 
reward of the ploughman. Yendotia,. Code, m. mv. Legu Wallit'e, lI. xu . 
.Ancient LtwJ, of Walu, 153, SOl. The Bre'lum LaID' give tU & still more 
eomplica.ted ease of collective labour and rigbts in connection with the U68 of 
.. water·milL .A1U'i.fnt LGtD. of Ireland.lV. 217. 

I Von Maurer, Marl:r;erjtU8Vng, p.li9. We find tracea of .. complete protective 

1 

system OD the part of the8e Mlf· ... ffici1lfl .".. ... niIi<., elooeIy analogODS 10 the 
protective '1"tem adopted Ia .... with the oj.., of keepiD& England • wf· .. fficiog 
couutry. The aale of rare prod."'" 10 other viIIag ...... etriA:Uy forbidden by 
thea customs, aud thel of ..... y chattela .... ouIy allowed of .... \he villagero 

~
had had the refuaal of \hem. Such protection may .... be .... rted 10, nol 
in the interest of native reaourcea, but of Dative a.rtisan8. (Compare below, 
pp. 308, 429.) 
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pression that pains were taken to foster intercommunication IA.D. 577-

provision was certainly made for the prop~ conduct of trade; A.D. 901. 

the laws of Ine lay down that chapmen were to traffic before d,·c. '.D. 
witnesses, so that they might be able to prove taeir innocence; 700. 

"when accused oftheftl. pne of Alfred's laws insists that chap- nrc. '.D. . 
men ·were to present the· men they intended to take with 800., 

them before the king at the folk-moot, to explain how many 
there were, and to declare it when they had need of more'. 
In another case we read of the dealer who came across the d,., A.D • 

. march from another estate; and of the responsibility of those GUO, 

who gave him temporary shelter'. On the whole, protectiQ,n 
was needed, for the presnmption was against the honesty of 
the stranger. "If a far coming man or a stranger journey d,c. A.'" 

through a wood out of the highway, and neither shout nor 700. 

blow his horn, lie is to be held for a thief and either slain or 
redeemed '." Besides attending to the personal security of 
chapmen the kings always insisted on the duty of maintaining 
the roads and bridges' without which they would have been 
unable to exercise any authority throughout their dominions; 
the four great roads soon received English names, and tracks 
connected them with many of the villages. The monasteries 
too were centres !i'om which there was frequent communica-
tion, either to cells on outlying estates or to other churches 
in England and abroad, and the village life would become 
more comfortable as it ceased to be so entirely isolated. 

Reference has been made already to primitive trade in 1h{,'''"'u 
salt, but apart from 'this there. were other ways in which ~o~~". 
the natural differences between localities must have made 
themselves felt; metals could not be everywhere obtained-
for the point of the wooden ploughshare, and for arms if for 
nothing else; some wastes must have been more favourable 
for sheep and others for swine: some land for corn and some 
for meadow; all such natural differences would render internal 
trade immensely advantageous'. These physical circumstances 

1 Law. o/lne, 25. Thorpe, L 118. 
I Law, o/.AljN:d. 84. Thorpe, L 82. 
• Law. 0/ Hloelloe and Edn'c, 15, 16. Thorpe, I: 82. 
• Law O/IM,~. Thorpe, I. 116. 
6 R«tihulinu Sirtg. Per.on. I. Thorpe, I. 4.92. Earle. Land C1Iart6l", 11i. 

• Compare AristoUe's accotult of e.u-Iy b.l!'teri.og as distinguished from trading 
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A.D. 677- would make trade profitable, as soon as the social conditions 
;~. 901. which render trade possible became general. In any land 
~/'T;:';;~ where each village is hostile to every other-defended from the 

predatory incnrsions of neighbours, not by any respect for the 
property of others, but by the wide e"tent of its own waste
regular trade would seem to be impossible; but even nnder 
such circumstances, the advantages of trade may be so clearly 
felt that the boundary place between two or more township~ 
comes to be recognised as a. neutral territory where men may 
occasionally meet for their mutual benefit, if ~ot on friendly 
t¥rms, at least without hostility. Some writers regard the 

Ma,ktt.. boundary stone as the predecessor of the market-cross, and the 
neutral area round it as an original market-place'; but tbere 
is more probability in the theory which treats the English 
town cross as the permanent emblem of royal authority'. 
But however this may he a good deal of regular internal 
trade may go on, even in a country which is disturbed by 
constant feuds, and where every hamlet is liable to be 
Iplundered by thli men from other villages. There is no 
)reason for refusing to believe that there was a certain amount 
\of internal trade from the earliest days of the English settle
I ment. We may perhaps add that the market and its custcnns 
may have been instituted among' the trihes before their 
immigration, and imported rather than developed here. 

On the whole it seems tht from very early times there 
must have been regular trade; not indeed carried on from' 
day to day, but still, in regular places at particular times; not 
merely like the occasional visit of a ship to a savage island, 
but occurring at more 01' less frequent intervals which could 
be anticipated, and for which preparation might be made. 
And this introduces a most important step in advance; when 

for the sake of profit: ti ,ull QU, 'nua;~ peTQ/3''''ITUC'; 0"' ."..p. 4'iJtll" ~. 
'XP'II'fI'TltlTurij, iVT;1I .. 1"01' o¥.!o' .1. afltl.'frA.';ptlJIT1fI"ItZp 'T";j •• crrci tpluml aiJTaplt.itu 
ii". Politicll, L C. 9. § 6. 

1 Maine, Village Comm., 192. Compare also Sir John Lubbock's Origin 0/ 
Cim7isatio'll, p. 205, Of the "ariOttS functions which bonndary stones have served. 

51 Compare R. Schroeder, Deutllcll" RecAt8fJueAic1Ite, 690, and references there; 
also Sohm, EflI4teliung fUll Stllduwe""II, 18. The CJ'088 ie frequentJy auoeiatcd 
with the sword and the glove, which are recognised BJ1Dho18 of royal authority; 
and the name by which they are often known in Gennany, BoJand.8aule, 8et!Dl8 to" 
conneet them. by inl.dition with Roland the sword-bearer 01 Charlet the Great~ 
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men engage in labour, not for the sake of satisfying their own A.D. ~'7-
wa,;,ts by the - things they produce, but with a view to A.ll. 901. 

~xchange, their labour results not only in chattels for their 
own use, but in wares -for the market as welL' There is a 
farther change to be not~d ; -while there is no opportunity for 
exchange, there is little inducement fot;, a!nyone. to preserve 
a surplus; a very abunda!!t harvest is more likely to be 
pl'Odigaily used within the _ year, and so with all othel 
supplies; but the existenCil of opportunities for trade makes 
it well worth while to gather a store that far exceeds any 
prospective requirements, and to stow in warehouses for sale~ Wa,.. . 

all that need not be used by the producers to satisfY their!':,~ :'h 
immediate wants; the conditions are present which still {ut::;, • 
further favour the accumulation of wealth. . ,. . 

36. The disorders of the three centuries which succeeded D"a~ 0/ 
the battle of Deorham seem to have tended to the demora- :;jil~'n.l 
lisation of the victors; there is little evidence that the .LD. 577. 

Christian English of the ninth century had advanced on 
their heathen forefathers in any of the arts of life, except in 
so far as they were subject to foreign influences. Some new I~t,·od, ... 
forms of skill had been introdnced by Christian missionaries; !':.:{. ... 
writing and illuminating on parchment with the brilliant a"I: • 

colours which attracted ,.A.lfred as a child' were arts that 
occupied the monks in the scriptorium, and some found 
employment in lock-making and other forms of working in 
metals. Glass beads had probably been used for ornament GI .... 

long before, but the use of window glass seems to have been 
-due to Benedict Biscop in the .seventh century'. "W,hen A.D. 675. 

the work was drawing to completion, he sent messengers 
to Gaul to bring over glass makers-a kind of workman 
hitherto unknown in Britain,-to glaze the windows of the 
church and its aisles and chancels. And so it happened 
that when they came they not only accomplished that 
partic;'lar work which was required of them, but from this 
time they caused the English nation to understand and 
learn this kind of handicraft. which was of n<1 inconsiderable 
utility for the enclosing of the lamps of· the church, or 

1 Hermann, Unter6Ucllungen, p. 25. I Asser'. Life of Alfred, D. 450. 
I Bede. LifJu.o/ tht Abbots oj WeGrmoutla (SteV80$OO'S Tra.nslation), p. 607. 

C. H. 6 
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A.D.677- for vario'l!s uses to which vessels are put'." Other arts for 
A.D. 901. domestic comfort which had been used in Roman Britain 

were reintroduced or revived at a later date but under 
similar eccletliastical influence. The Abbey of Christchurch 
at Canterbury had an admirable "ater supply, which was 
thoroughly Romau in all its arrangements and fittings', but 

Watlr 
8upply. 

it was not constructed till after the Norman Conquest. 
:.:: .• ;;:~~. The importation of vestments from abroad would give a 

considerable impulse to the feminine arts, as they then were, 
of weaving and embroidery. Aldhelm' describes most gor
geously woven brocades, though he does, not speak of them as 
of native manufacture: but the art of embroidery soon took 
root', and the English rapidly attained a high degree of skill 
which was maintained all through the middle ages. 

;;;;:::.. i. This increased skill in ecclesiastical art is quite compatible 
8Mp. with a decline in some of the arts of war in which they had 

formerly excelled. A.. an agricultural people, whose expedi
tions were chiefly directed against their neighbours and the 
Welsh, they had little occasion for a seafaring life; and they 
had probably lost much of their skill in seamanship. It 
seems not impossible that Christian influence discouraged the 
pursuit of war as a trade', and that the effective.force of the 
people declined in this respect. .At any rate they were 
compelled to cultivate arts they had apparently forgotten, 
when they were forced to resist the Danes; and to resist 

8" them by learning from them ~nd trying to outstrip them. It 
bua;,'rg 
" .. "".. was in this way that King Alfred set himself to revive the 
•. ".897. art of shipbuilding. .. He commanded long ships to be built 

to oppose the esks; they were full nigh twice as long as the 
others; some had sixty oars and some had more; they were 

, Glasa had been lD&IItIfaclured ill Britain ill Boman lim.., 001 lb. art had 
died out j I!l8 it apparently did again, after being reintroduced in the seventh 
century. T. B. Turner, Domutic .d.reAituture. L 75. 

t Willis, ArcMuuural Hi#krry 01 OArUtehun:4, 160. Monkl lu Greenland. 
had their cella warmed by pipes of hot water laid on from a natural hot 
8priDg cIooe by. ~or. Z ..... pp. h~ 17. Compare u.e Franclxana' Con_ 
at Southampton in 1290. Davies, SoutJuunptm&, 114. 

• De Laudibtu VirgiRitatU. :tdigne, LDUX. 114. 
, Liller ElimN. D. c. lxiii . 
• It is eertainly carious &0 Dotice how IOOD the power 01 the Norsemen declined 

after their conversion was etreded. 
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both swifter and steadier and also higher than t~e ~the;";. A.D. 577-

They were shapen neither like. the Frisian, nor the Danish, A.D. 901. 

but so as it seemed to him they would bp most efficient'.' 
How far Alfred's new design was really an improvement or 
not it may be hard to Sfy, as the first engagement near the 
Isle of Wight seemed to show that the West Saxons were not 
fit to manage them. . 

The Danes could doubtless have given him much instruc- Dani'k. 

tion in the arts of navigatio~; the Sagas show that they made ~~~1';;6~' 
voyages at this time and during the succeeding centuries, 
which would hardly have been undertaken by any of th~ 
ancients, aud were not repeated till the sixteenth century. 
Some, like' the polar exploration of HalIdor, would be 
regarded as remarkable expeditions even now:'. On these 
voyages tbey had neither compass, nor any of the appliances 
of modem navigation, but they had ingenious, though rather 
rough and ready, methods of making observations. Distance and.obser. 

they calculated by a day's sail, which was estimated at about •• '.on •• 

twenty-seven to thirty geographical miles'; they guessed at 
the direction of the nearest land by letting birds escape and 
watching the direction of their Hight·. They observed on 
one voyage.' that the suu was above the horizon both night 
and day; on S. James's Day it 'vas not higher when at the 
meridian "than that when a man lay across a six oared boat 
towards the gunwale, the shade of that side of the boat 
which was nearest the sun, feU on his face, but at midnight 
was it as high as at home in the settlement when it is in 
the north west." Eafn' has interpreted this as showing they 
were in 75° 46" north latitude, but it at any rate illustrates 
a primitive mode of nautical observation. 

37. There were other respects in which King Alfred v.0Y"fIU 0/ 

was certainly auxious to learn from his foes; the N orthmen d .. ,ov."" 
even in his time had undertaken distant explorations and 
opened up important trading routes. It appears that in the 
ninth century they had regular trade from the Baltic to Arabia 

, E"I//iM ClhrooioU, 897 (lIoIm'a Edition). 
• Beamish. lM<"""'1I 0/4-. 126. , lbieL p. 68 • 
• Macpheraon, .AfIMlI, x. 261. I Beamish. 127. 
e An.tiqu • ..{"1e';CClntU, Abstract of Evidence, p. uxix. 

6-2 
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A.D. 577- a;d the 'East by means of the rivers which run into the 
A.D.901. Caspian and Black Sea'; while they had also settlements 
A.D. 874. in Iceland from ,which they afterwards made their way to 
A.D. 985: Greenland and evell explored some part of North America'. 

Alfred put on record' the accoUflts he received of the 
OMI,,,,. voyage of Ohthere, a whaler and owner of many reindeer, 

who' dwelt in Helgeland in Norway and who had sailed, 
. partly in hopes of procuring walrus tusks and partly as an 
explorer, till he rounded the North Cape and penetrated to the 
White Sea. He also voyaged along the coast of Norway and 

W.lf.ta •. t,prough the Sound', whilst Wulfstan, a Dane, recounted how 
. he had sailed up the Baltic to an East Prussi'ln port': but 

the interest which Alfred took in these more southerly 
voyages show./! how little Englishmen then knew of the seas 
which were perfectly familiar to the merehants of the North
ern lands, from which according to Alfred a portion of their 
forefathers had emigrated. 

In so far as the English had carried on foreign trade at all 
it was with southern lands. An English merchant. was 
sojourning at Marseilles early in the eighth century'; they 
apparently frequented the fairs of Rouen, S. Denys, and 
Troyes or elsewhere in the dominions of Charles the Great; 

A.D. 796. the letter to Offa of Mercia in which he assures them of 
justice and protection is our earliest commercial treaty'. 
The trading and proprietary rights which were conferred 

1 Worsaae, Danu and NtmDqJianl, 103. I See below, p. 90 . 
• Alfred, Or ..... (Bosworth); § 18, p. 89. 
, Alfred, 0.... .. (BoBWortb), § 19, p. 47. 
6 Alfred, OrM"", t 20. p. 50. 
e Lappenberg, England wider Sazon King., n. 364.. 
f De pe:regriDia vero, qui pro !PDore Dei, et .alute animarnm 1118J'UlD, beatorum 

l.im.i..na Apostolorom amra deslderant, Bient olim perdonarimua, cnm pace sine OIWJi 
perturbatioue "adant, lUG iLiueri secum neceuaria portante.. Sed probarimD8 

losdam fraudulenw negotiandi causa Be iDterm.iscere: lucra sectaDtea Il.01J 

:ligioni servieutes:. Si talea inter eos inveninntur Iocis opporlunis statota 
Ih'ant teIonea; cmteri absoluti vadant in pace. De negotiatoribua quoque 
ripmti Dobis, qnos volomua ex mandato IlO8tro ut proteetionem. et pat.rocininm 
,beant in regno nos\Jo legitime, juxta antiquam ooDsuetudinem negotiandi. Et 
in aliquo 1000 i,ojQ8ta a1Iligantur oppre&sione, reclameut Be ad DOl, vel Doalroi!I 

dices. et. plenam jubebimus jaat.it.iam fieri. Similiter et D08tri. sl aliqwd 8ub 
~tra poteatate injuste patiaDl.or, reclament ae ad vestne tequilat •• judicium. ne 
.iquil inter nostroa alicul.li obol'm poait penurbatio. Haddan and Stubbs, 
owu:iU, w. 496. 
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on ecclesiastical houses on the continent at this early time, A.D. 577-

also bear witness to the frequency of communication. Such A.D. 901. 

were the privileges given or confirmed by Oft'a J;o the Abbey 
of S. Denys', or the gmnt· of Lewisham to S. Peter's at 
Ghent'. But English~en habitually passed still further 
south', and a year in which the usual communication with 
"Rome did not take place seemed to deserve special mention 
from the Chronicler'. Alfred had gone there as a boy, when A.D. 853. 

his father visited the Pope accompanied by a large train 
of attendants'. His emissaries at a later time undertook a 
still greater enterprise, when Sigeburt bishop of Sherbourn~ 
travelled to India itself with King Alfred's gifts to the shrine 
of S. Thomas, and brought back many brilliant gems on his 
return'. . 

The particular trade of which we hear most during these Th. ,/a •• 

centuries is traffic in slaves-not necessarily because it was .. ad. 

the most important, but bec,ause it was obnoxiGus to Christian 
sentiment. We may well remember that it was the sight of 
English slaves in the market at Rome which first touched the A.D. 678., 

heart of Gregory as a deacon and made him desire to send 
the gospel message to our" distant isle'. But we feel that 
the trade must have been generally prevalent in districts I 
where ancill<8 and 8erm were used as ~oney, and pay-

1 These included a grant of solt-works at Pevensey,.and of the port of 'Lun .. 
denwic.· De Freville. Row., I. &6. Doublet, B. Deny" 187, 720. The Church 
of S. Mary of Booen had a. valuable estate in Devonshire in the time 01 the 
Confessor. Dome8day Book, I. 104. 

:iii By Alfrithe. daughter of.Alfred. Varenbergh. Btlatiom dipWmo.tiquu, 40 . 
• S. Bertin, when making a journey to Rome, in the end of the seventh century, 

travelled with a company of SaxOJl8 from S. Omer to Verdun, when they parted, 
as the SuODS were going to Spain. MiraculA B. Bertin in ..d.cta Banctorum, 
I> Sept. p. 697 . 

• Eflgli.l Chronicle. 889. 
a Asser's Life of ill fred (Church HYtori4n8). D. 445. 
6 William or MaJmesbury, GUM POfttifietn, lI. BO. Some'doubt has been east 

00 the truth of this story by the fact that it is not mentioned in the life of Alfred 
by A.sser, who does not speak of direct communication with any more distant 
potentate thaD the patriarch of Jerusalem. See his .A.nnaZl y. Ollure" HiatoMaftl 
of England. D. p. 472. Bot Pauli points out that the journey was not more 
impracticable than that of Charles the Great's emissaries to Bagdad, and that the 
report of that exploit might have stimulated him w this undertaking. Lift 01 
Jl.lfrtd. 146. 

, There is Borne rea&Oll to believe that this iniquitous traffic with Italy was 
cfmed on in christian times. Ha(ldan and Stubbs, Counci18, m. 881. 
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A.D. 577-' ments w:re reckoned in terms of slaves'. From very early 
~~: ~:: times penalties were imposed on those who sold' their 
700. countrymen,. bond or free, over the sea, "though he be 

guilty''': and it was reiterated that Christians' should not, 
at any rate, be sold into a heathen land', but despite 
the frequent fulminations by ecclesiastical and civil autho, 
rity the trade appears to have continued. It existed in all 
its horror at Bristol' at the time of the Conquest'; and 
if we may trust Giraldus Cambrensis it had not been 
stamped out in the twelfth century'. The Irish bishops 
!ncited their flocks to boycott the English slave dealer in 
1172. From the accounts of the early fairs in Germany it 

1 For the use of slaves compare Haddan and Stubbs, C01I7WiZ, and Document., 
II. 121. where canons are quoted in which payments are reckoned 10 aMiUte 
and 1D'11i. See also .tJ.ncUnl L41DI 0/ IrelMld, L p. xlvi. Oumllal (originally a 
female slave) is constantly used as a measure of value. See below, p. 123. 

1:1 Law. of Ine, 11. Thorpe, I. 111 • 
• The redemption of elaves W88 a recognised form 01 Christian benevolene6, 

S. R. Maitland, Darl: Age., p. 88. S. Eligius, while still a leading man at the 
QOtU't of Dagobert, apent large sums in redeeming slaves by twenty, thirty, fifty 
iJr even a hundred at a time, Yit.a B. Eligii (Migue, LXIXTU. 487). The m.ouks 
of Jumieges in the seventh eentlll'Y fitted ont vessels in which they sailed. great; 
distances to redeem captives and slaves. I:fontalembert, D.501. See also Vita 
AnllcAarii, Co. 21, 66 (Migne, CJ:vm. 975, 1(01). Missionaries also adopted the 
plan of purchasing young heat.heD slaves, whom they trained as Christians, 
Yittl A.1UICluJrii, c. 63 (Migue, CXVM. 1(05). 

• Law. of Ethelrul, v. 2, VI. 9, vm. &. Thorpe, L 805, S17, SSS. Theodor .. 
Pcmiu7ll. XLII. 4, 5.. Thorpe, II. 50. Ezurpt. Ecgbtrti, CL. Thorpe, n. 124.. 
Ptnitmt. Ecgberti. lV. 26. Thorpe, n. 213. On the trade as carried on in the 
fairs of Champagne, see Bourquelot, Mbnoiru A.ead. au Irueripti<ml, 111M Shie. v. 
1. 809j he exp1aio.s that .Jews were the agents who BOld Christian slaves to the 
Mtl88almans of Spain and Africa. in the eighth and Din&b. centuries; the trade at 
Montpellier in Saracen slaves and slave girls lasted till the 1ifteeDth eentury. On 
the Eastern trade, see Heyd, Do 643. 

I Vicos eai maritimos, Brichstou mctus, • quo recto COI"IU In Hibendam 
transmittitur, ideoqoe illiua teme barbariei aceommodlll. Hajus Indigewa cum 
creteria ex Anglio. causa mercimonii, smpe in Biberniam aDDavigant. Ab his 
W1fstanus morem vetustisaimum 8U8tuli$, qui sic animis eorum oecalluerat, at Dee 
Dei amor n8C Regis Willelmi haeteDu eum abolen potui8senL Homines enim ex 
omni ADglia coemptos majoria ape quatua in Hiberniam dWrahebant; aocillaeqae 
prius lndibrio leeti habitaa jamque pl12gnantes Vellum' proponebant. Viderea et 
gemerea concateDatos funibns miserorum ordines et atriusqae sexus adoleacentea: 
qui liberali forma, ltate integra barbaris miaeratioo1 essen&, cotidie prostitai. 
colime vendit&ri. Facinus es.ecrandum, dedecu& miserabile, nee bellnini atrectna 
memorea hominea. neeeasita.dineII aaaa Ipsam postremo sanguinem SDam serviluti 
addi...... William 01 Yalmesbluy, D. Vi .. B. Wlmmi. D. 20,10 Wharto ... .d"1lI .... 
Sacra. D. 258. Compare also Andrews, 014 Englill MGMr, ISB • 

• See also the tolls at Lewes in DUBUNa1l. , Bzp. Hib. L Co 18. 
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almost seems as if they could have been little else. than A.D. 511~ 
slave marts', and it may well be that at the fairs which the A.D.OOL 

northern merchants held on the shore', the captives they 
had kidnapped' formed th!l staple article of trade. . 

V. DANES. 

38. The Danes were the first of the foreign shoots A.D. 787-

which were grafted into the English stock ; many cir'cum- ~g~_ 
stances have ,,?mbined to make us neglect the importan~ ~:d~ 
of the 'fresh life that we then received. We have been 
accustomed to view the Danes with the eyes of our own 
chroniclers-as . mere plunderers', who destroyed churches, 
and amassed treasures at the expense of peaceful citizens; 
and indeed they were ruthless enough'. We admire the 

1 G. J. Thorke1iD. (E61Qt/ on 8lQ/fJe Trade) has colleeted many incidental 
notices of this trade in Germany and the North: II Helmold beheld at once in 
~e market at Mecklenburgb DO less t1an 7000 Danes exposed to swe," p. 9. 

t Woreaae (Danu tmd NorwegiaAl, 100) states that merchants from aJl parLs 
886e!Dbled at the annual fair at Elsinore: "booths were erected aloog the shore; 
foreign wares were bartered for fish, hides and valuable furs; whilst various games 
and all &Orta of JDel'l'1.making took place." A. B~ fair was formerly held at 
Scarborough. 

8 The opening of the &.gu. of King Olaf 'rryggve88Of1, e. 5, gives an interesting 
picture of the times. When a boy the vessel in which he and hia mother were 
sailing under the care of some merchauf.B was attacked by vikings, II who made 
booty both of the people and goods, killing some. and dividing others as slaves, 
Olaf was separated from bis mother, and an Esthonian DU\D called merkon got 

.. him as his Bhare, along with Thoralf and Thorkils. merkon thought that Thoralf 
was too old for 8. slave, and that there was not much work to be got out of him, 
BO he killed him; but took the boys with him, and I!old them 10 a Dl8ll called 
Klaerk, for • stout and good ram. A third man. called lUlu bought Olaf for a. 
good cloak." Laing, Ohrcmiclu, I. 871. 

t The cruelty with_ whieb Boger Hoveden and the author of the life ot S. 
Elphege charge the Danes is thus explained by Thorke1in: II The Danes had no 
market for Blaves in England, and they could neither give a share of their 
provisiooa to their captives, nor detach a body of men from the army to keep 
in order neb au immenIe number of Blaves, who they knew would undertake 
anything that might reatore them to liberty, and enable them to harass their 
enemy. Under such ciroumatanees the barbariane had no u\her alternative than 
to put their capuvee to deatb-deatb was perhaps far preferable to a diaeased 
life COll8UDled in a horrid dungeon, which has often been the cue." Buay on 
814t:~ 1'rad" p. 29. 

Ii Ke.uy, Vil.:j'IfJ •• I'. 148, hIlS BODle 6.1cellent l-ewadts 011 the ooW"ftge, cl'oelt, 
fud humour of the Nortluneu. 
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Aj,. 787- heroism of Alfred the Great and his enthusiasm for the 
A.D. 106S. promotion of skill and enterPrise, but we forget that the 
=':ft'J,!!:t English peo~le were even then so enfeebled that half their 
Eng!uh. country had been wrested from t~em; and though his im- . 

mediate successors obtained a widmy extended supremacy, 
the kingdom fell at length into the hands of a better man. 

,&.D. 1042. When the . line of Wessex re-appeared in the person of the 
Confessor, he could not trust to native administra~ors; 

Danes still filled important posts and Norman habit. began 
to supersede the older usages. Despite the success of Egbert 
Uld the genius of Alfred, the English had not been fused 

A.D. 960. into a united, well-ordered polity; and the state of the. Church 
in S. Dunstan's time gives an unfavourable impression of tbe 
whole tone of Society. The English had settled down, they 
had adopted Christianity, but they had not preserved the 
spirit of enterprise and the eager activity which still charac
terised their kin beyond the sea. 

;::i.'tJ::f' In order to form any fair estimate of the importance of 
E"". the element which was thus gr.afted into the English stock 

we must turn our attention to the condition of the Danes 
and Norsemen, and the proofs o( their extraordinary vig~ur 
and enterprise, at the very time when so many of the race 
were settling'in England. They had opened up a vast com
merce with the East, by the Russian rivers and the Caspian 
0.' the Black Sea'; furs and amber were probably the chief 
articles of export and the precious metals were brought in re
turn. Large numbers of Arabian coins. have been dug up; "in 
Sweden, and particularly in the island of Gothland, such an 
inlmense quantity of these has been found at various times, 
that in Stockholm alone above twenty thousand pieces have 
been preserved, presenting more than a thousand different 
dies, and coined in about seventy towns in the eastern and 
northern districts of the dominions of the Caliphs. •.. It 
was the trade with the East that originally gave considerable 
importance to the city of Visby in Gothland; and it was 
subsequently the Russian trade that made Visby, in 
conjunction with Novgorod, important members of the 
German Hanseatic League. As long as the Arabian trade. 

1 lIont.elius, 6t«tkn, 190. 
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flourished Gothland was the centre of a very animated A.D. 787-

traffic. Even now an almost incredible number of German, A..D.I066. 

Hungarian and particularly Anglo"Saxon coins, of the tenth 
and eleventh centU).'ies, is dug up in the island. The collec-
tion of coins in Stockholm comprises an assortment of Anglo-
Saxon coins, mostly the product of tbese discoveries, which 
for extent and completeness surpasses the greatest collections 
of .the sort, even in London and England '." Political 
disturbances in the eleventh century gave a considerable 
shock to this trade however; the Italian depots obtained 
a large share of the traffic after the Crusades, and the I~-
openmg of a route somewhat similar to' the old one, by the 
Russian Company, was one of the principal commercial A.D.155s. 
events in the sixteenth century. • 

In the north and west their achievements were still more Belt!. ........ 

remarkable and bear witness to the boldness of their seaman- ;i'.'!..::;~ .. 
ship'. In 874 the colonisation of Iceland began and proceeded No~th .",j 
with great rapidity, so tliat Harold Haarfager {eared that JV .... 

Norway would be depopulated. They found parts of the ruland. 

island already occupied by some men such as those who in frail 
coracles, made of two hides and a half, and with only a few 
days' provisions, left their home in Ireland whence "they 
had stolen away because they desired for the love of God 
to be in a siate, of pilgrimage they recked not where'." 
The Irish monks, like. their Welsh brethren, deserted t,lte 
island when it was invaded by heathens', and the Danes 
had soon oe<;upied the whole of it, with their settlements. 

1 Woraaae. Dtmu and NorwegiaM, lOS. This is no longer the ease; the 
.collection in the British Museum is second to none. 

S Thia ia brought out by Mr J. Toolmin Smith (Diuot:ery 0/ .dmtlricG, p. 822) 
in the 00llJ'8e of BIl excellent discussion of the comparative merits of Columbus and 
the Northmen . 

• Englid Chronicle. 891 (IJohn). 
, Hr Keary (Viking" 186) utes this Irish aetUement in the year 795. "At 

that time was Iceland covered with woods between the mountains and the uore. 
Tben were bore ChriBtian people whom the Nortbmen called Papas, but they 
went aft.erwlU'ds a.way because they would not be here "mong heatheDB, and 
lett after them· IriBh books and bells and croziers from which could be seen 
that they were lriahmen.. Bot then begaJ) people to travel much here out from 
Norway until King Harold forbade it because it appeared to him that the land 
bad begun to, be thinned of inhabitants." Schtdco _/ .4'; Frod.. lleamieh, 

,DiwJr:ery 0/ AmuicG, 176. 
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A.D. 787- From·Iceland they pushed still farther away; sto;.m-dl'iven 
A.D. 1066. mariners had brought back reports of a land in the west. 

Eric the Red, who had been banished from Norway for one 
murder and from some parts of Iceland for another crime, 
was forced to set out on a voyage cJf exploration; after two 
years he returned with the intention of getting companions 

a ... ;,umd. to form a settlement. He called the land which he had 
found "Greenland 'because' quoth he 'people will be attracted 
thither if the land has a good name .... The fleet of 
colonists suffered much from a storm, but enough escaped 
119 found two settlements in 985'. 

A.D.9SG. In the followmg year Bjarni, the son of one of the 
colonists, set sail with the 'View of joining his father in 
Greenland_ After three days' sail he got into a fog, and 
was driven for many days by the north wind; at last they 
sighted land, but they did not go ashore as from its appearance 
they were sure it was not Greenland; they worked their way 
northwards in the open sea, but returning at times to the 
coast, and thus saw lands which have been identified as 

• Ameri,.. Connecticut, Long Island. Rhode Island, Massachusetts. No>:a 
Scotia (Markland), and Newfoundland (Helluland)_ When at 
last Bjarni reached Greenland his lack of curiosity in not 
having gone ashore became a matter of reproach to him_ Lei! 
the son of Eric the Red was detemIined to cavy on the work 
o! discovery; he visited the lands Bjarni had sighted, and 

A.D_ 994. wintered in Mount Hope Bay near Cape Cod'. They called 
the place V ynland, as a German sailoi- recognised grapes 
among the products of the cou,ntry; none of the others had 
seen them before, but he was familiar with them on the 
Rhine_ In 1007 an attempt was made from Iceland to 
establish a regular settlement in V ynland and occasional 
communication was kept up Cor some time. Curiously enough 
the Danes appear to have been anticipated in this discovery 
also by the Irish-not indeed by ecclesiastics; how or when 
the first Irish <;,migrants crossed the Atlantic is unknown', 

1 &go of En. the IUd_ BeamiBh, p_ 49_ • BIlOlJIiah, p. 68 • 
• HI' Beamish I11ggests that it may have been ill the fourth ceola:ry when the 

Irish made 110m 'rigorous attaeb OD Boman Britain, p. 218. Mr J. ToulmiB 
Smith holds that they visited the couotry bot neYer JeU1ed. there. DUcow'1l. 
p.23S. . 
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but a' country somewhat south of V ynland was commonly A.D. 787-' 

referreJi U; as Great Ireland, and there are a curious number A.D. 1066. 

of survivals which confirm the evidence of Sagas OD this point. 
The Danish expeditions across the Atlantic seem to be well
established. We may 'tertainly feel that it was a most 
important thing for the future of England, that a large area 
of our land was peopled with men who could plan and carry 

• ou t s~ch explorations as these. . 
39. Of the Danes as mere plunderers it is unnecessary ~ani,~ 

to say more'; the changes which were made by' the Danes .nft ...... • 
as conquerors are of constitutional rather than econom:.: 
interest, but the influence which was exercised by the Danes 
as settlers demands attention. It is certainly noticeable that A.D. 879: 

the Danelagh, as defined in the time of Alfred, including as 
it did East Anglia and Lincolnshire, has contributed so much 
to English industrial success; while a closer study would 
show that the ports on other coasts, where commerce has It • • ___ • 

been ardently pursued, have had a large infusion of Danish 
or Northern blood'. The numbers who came to this country 
were so great that they really formed an important element A.D. 91l. 

in the population. Rollo and the N orthmen who took posses-
sion of N eustria were plunderers transformed into conquerors, 
who lorded it over the existing inhabitants; but in England, 
part of Lincolnshire' became completely Danish, and the north
eastern side of Watling Street was so largely populated by 
Danes that·their customs superseded those of the English. 

There were not of course the same difficulties in the way Amalg .. 

. of am~gamation between the Danes and the conquered .,"'i01'. 

1 The allegation that rllDio inscriptions and Norse remaiDa were found on 
the New England coast appears to have been. mistaken, but the existence of a 
settlement in Greenland is fully con1lrmed. The later history of these setUements 
is somewhat obacure: in 1121 Bishop Eric of Greeuland visited Vynland (Beamish. 
149): in 1847 • ship 18 mentioned as c:oming from Markland (Nova Scotia); We 
read of interCOtl1'15G as late as the end of the fourteenth century in the work of 
a Venetian named ZeDOj the genuineness of this has been much disputed, but it 
eeeDl8 to have been established by Major, Yoyagu oj the Zeni (Hakluyt Society). 
The Greenland colony received litUe BBSistance from Euro~e in the latter part of 
thefoarteentb century, and seems toha.ve been a.l.m08t destroyed by the Esquimaux 
about 1418. Major, Zm, p.lxvi. 

I See above, p. 61 . 
• Compare the ma.p in Dr Taylor'S Wordl and Pl4Cdll • 
• On the 8fttUement and distribution of the Danes in England compare Keary, 

• Vikingll, p. 862. 
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A.D. 787- Angles, as had been felt when the English overcame the 
A.D. 1066. Romanised Welsh, since both came of the same stock; but 

there may have been some displacement of populati<.>n, espe
cially in Lincolnshire. In the Danish raids many English 
lives must' have .been sacrificed, aIfd such of the younger 
generation as were spared and were deemed superfluous 
would find their way to slave marts across the sea; but 
after all, England was probably not so thickly populated' 
that the Danish settlers need have had much difficulty in 
finding rooin for themselves. 

f},k."{./"" a Their rural settlements were probably very similar to 
"uk .... 18 those which the English had made; many of them are 

• easily distinguished by the forms of the name, and especially 
by the familiar termination in -by. There seems to be a con
siderable proportion of villages which take their names from 
persons', rather than from septs, and perhaps this might 
throw some light on the character of the invading bands in 

~'M:~: the English and Danish conquests respectively. The villages 
in the Danish parts of England are comparatively large; as 
was the case in Denmark also, where there were few iaolated 
homes, or small hamlets. One other characteristic feat~e 
is observable in the great Survey; in the Danish ";'unties, 
such as Lincolnshire, and in East Anglia, a very large pro-

o//mm,n. portion of freemen still survived '. In the English counties 
they were no longer found in any considerable numbers; but 
we are not therefore forced to conclude that they had never 
existed, especially when we remember that they had been 
exposed to centuries of warfare with one another and with 
pirates; while the Danish settlers had not suffered in the 
same way. 

:: it:- 40. More important, however, than the planting of new 
b<mnning villages is the fact that it is from the time of the Danes 

:/'0,.,... that we may trace the beginnings of our towns. The towns 
were indeed little better than more thickly populated villages, 

land most of th~ people lived by agriculture; but still the 
• more populous places may be regarded as towns, since they 

Iwere centres of regular trade. The Danes and Northmen 

1 Streatfield, Lillcol .. Jure 411d ~ Danu. Co 1' • 

• Compare &he m!lp8 in Yr Seebohm'. y~ CoralllURitr. p. 86. 
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were the leading merchants, and hence it was under Danish A.D. ·787-

and Norse influences that villages were planted at centres A.D. 1066. 

suitable for commerce, or that well-placed villages received a 
new development. • 

In some cases the prpof of t'his is easy; the eVidence is Tho t.vo 
partly constitutional. The Danish burghs of LincOln and b·,u •. 
Stamford, with the Lawmen of whom we read in Domesday 
Book', seem ~o have had the most completely organised 
municipal government which is mentioned in that-record'. 
The Danes have left - their mark in other towns as well, 
notably in London itself, where the • husting' shows th, 
part they took in its government; there were • lawmen' in 
Cambridge too. There is also some ecclesiastical evidence; 
for the dedications to S. Olaf and S. Magnus in York or 
Exeter or Southwark point to a Danish origin just as clearly 
as the name • S. Clement Danes" suggests that this church 
was originally built for a Danish community. There seems 
also to be a sign of Danish influence in the improved legal 
status which was ascribed to merchants· in the tenth century; 
among the Danes trading was a profession worthy of a prince, 
and the merchant and his crews were honourably welcomed', 
There is a reflection of this feeling in the doom which de
clares • that if a merchant thrived so that he fared thrice 
over the wide sea by his own means, then was he thenceforth 
of thane-right worthy'.' 

Hitherto English foreign trade had been chiefly with No., Ii ... 

southern lands, and the Danes were instrumental in enabling 1.:,;::;~:' 
them to open up commerce with the trading settlements of 
the N orthmen; Chester and Bristol came into communica-
tion with Dublin' and with Iceland; and this intercourse 

I DOJ7luday, 1. 386, .:. SS6 b. 
'II Maitland, Dome8day Book atld Beyond, 211. 
8 S. Clemeut, with·his anchor. was ol.Jviowdy a suitable patron for seafaring men. 
4 Saga 01 Thorjintl Kar18tJnt. Beamish, p. 8S. 
6 Ranb, 6. Thorpe. I. 19S. 
II The iuJluence of the Northmen in Ireland gives an instructive parallel to 

tllCir dOlogIJ ,in England i despite the communication with th: continent, of which 
we bn.ve eVIdence (Montalembert. Mods 01 tIlt, Welt, n. 891), there can have 
been little trade in Ireland dnriDg the halcyon days of Soottbh civilisation there. 
Despite the power and enthnsiaam of Scottiab. Christianity, it never aucceeded in 
introducing stable oonditions for the development of secular industry and com· 
meree; it even gave new excuses for tribal warfare, as when in 662 A.D. half 
Y6la'¥i .engaged in batUe about "the possession of • psalter (Ibid. IlL 125). 
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A.D. 787- must ha*e been considerahle as in that northern island a 
A.D. 1066. law was passed with regard to the property of English 

traders who died there'. 
Internal 
trade. 

Origin 0/ 
loJt:7lI. 

41. DuriDg the period hetween the death of Alfred and 
the Norman Conquest there were .conditions under which 
internal trade would develop; there was more of a union 
in name at least between the different districts than had 
hitherto been the case, while foreign trade hlUi received a 
considerable stimulus from the settlement of the Danes and 
intercourse with their connections. We may distinguish diffe
rent nuclei round which trade tended to centre, and thus see 
lhe conditions which brought about the origin of towns .. 
What has been maintained in regard to other Teutonic 
lands' probably holds good of England also; any village 
which was recognised as a place of constant trade may be 
spoken of as a town. 

From very ·early times men have gathered to celebrate 
the memory of some hero by funeral games, and this has 

r gi ven the occasion for meeting and for trading, so that fairs 
i were held annually at places of burial; to these the men of 
surrounding districts Bocked, to take advantage of the best 
opportunities for making a eatisfactory exchange. When 

Even the monks were sometimes drawn from their arduous manual and literary 
1&bo1U'8 to take part in warfare in 616 .a..D. (Ibid. m. 803). It IeeID8 also to 
be generally held by numismatoIogisl8, thoogh Dr Petrie _to (Rovnti To"' .... 
212), that the people 01 Ireland had minted no coins of their own before the North. 
men began to settle amoDg them (Keary, Vil:ing,. 183), and hardly any speeimena 
of Roman or early English and ecmtiDental coins are found there; if 80, their 
commerce was certainly tuUmportant. Though they were brave and skilful 
eailors the nature of the coracles they habitually used was 1ID81lited for trade. 
(Montalemberl, IlL 218.) It iJo qnite llDlikely that nnder th ... cireumstancee 
there was any gl'efi development of industry or commerce. On the other hand 
unconscious testimony to the civilising fn1luence of the Northmeo is borne by 
the Irish chronicler who relates that after the baUle of CloDtarf U no Danes 
were left in the kingdom. except snch .. namber of artisaDs and merchants in 
Doblin. Waterford. Wexford, Cork and Limerick ... c:ould be eaaiJy maatered .1 
."y lime, should they dare to rebel; and _ King Brian very _y pennltted 
to remain In these seaport towns. lor tbe pmpose 01 ~ trade and _, 

as th~ poaseased many ships, a.nd were e:r.perieneed eailon." Quoted by Woraaae. 
Danu aa4 Norwt-gkifU, 337. 

1 Lappenberg, ERfJlond. """" &%on K sng" II. SM. 
• Bohm (EftUUA""I/ du StMu ........ 12) insists thai marbl right< are 01 

primary and fundamental importance among aU the TUiotuI eJementa that have 
oon\ribQted to the growth 01 the right< enjoyed by German burgeaaea. 
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Christianity was introduced, and monasteries spmng ·up at A.D. 787-

the grave of each early martyr, the commemoration of the !i'~n:'6. 
saint became the occasion of a similar assemblage' and thus 
religious gatherings served as great opportunif;ies for trade'. 
Shrines, which attaine~ a great celebrity, and were con-
stantly frequented, were spots where trade could be carried 
on all the year round. Thus the origin of Glasgow may be 
traced from the burial-ph.ce of S. Ninian '. It is to be noted •. D.57o. 

too that a stream of pilgrims, even if they journeyed with no 
other than religious aims, opened up a route that could be 
used for other purposes; the regular establishment in th~ 
twelfth century of a ferry across the Forth was due to Queen 
Margaret's desire to provide for the transit of the pilgrims 
who flocked to S. Andrews'. Such places as these would 
be ·suitable sites for annual fairs and woull give opportuni-
ties for trade with more distant parts. 

For regular internal trade other centres would prove Villau ... 

more suitable. In some places a single village has grown 
into a town, and such names as Birmingham indicate 
this origin; something of the old administration survived 
in many towns till the era of municipal reform in the last 
century, and there are doubtless instances where elements .. 
still remain, though they are not so obvious as· in Scottish Conks· 

towns '. Some great cities like Athens and Rome have ~'Jt:ut. 
arisen through the coalescence of several villages, so that 
this has come to be considered as a typical mode of de
·velopment. It is possible that some English towns grew up 
in this fashion '; the arrangement of the town-field~ suggests 

, Village feasts Dol iDfreqlUlDlIy fall OD the day of the dedicatiOD of the chureh, 
and show the universality of the tendency here noted. 

• On this point, and indeed on the whole subject of the history of fa.irs in 
Europe, see Bourquelot" Mtmoire in the .Acad. du InBariptWn8, n'" Sme, v. i.14-

• Skene, Celtic Scotlmltl. D. 184. 
• Skene. op. cil, JL 851. For the connection: between pilgrima.geB and village 

trade in RUBSia. lee 811.kmI 01 Land Tenure, 570. 
I The provost or prooposUus represents the headman, or officer elected by the 

villagers. 
• Such an origin naturally suggests itself in the case of Bolly city where several 

pariahea abut together. The negative io1luence may certainly be dmwn that 
. towns like Leoda, Bradlord, or Liverpool, which lie wholly within one pariah, 

haft not originated thu. . The pariah ia the nearest modem representative of the 
primitive. community. At the same time the p&rOChial organifation-ihe vestry, 
chw'ebwardelll,.&O.-appea.ra to be of eecleaiaatical origin. though it probably was 

• 
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A.D. 787- that Cam 'bridge grew from the combination of two separate 
A.D.I066. villages'. Whether a town arose from. coalescence or from 

a single township, it would be a centre of local trade and a 
market-town,.properly so "Called'. A good deal of light on 
the early character of these towns ~y be got from survivals. 
It is obvious from an analysis of the officers' who were still 
maintained in many of them in 1834 that a very large 
proportion of our towns were originally agricultural villages; 
the pillder, whose business it was to impound strange cattle, 
is found in several; and the history of the town-fields' is 
well worth investigating. 

Fori.. • The original nucleus in some cases might be incidentally 
due to ~he Danes; the" army" of which we read in the 
Chronicle occupied forts, and they would require supplies. 
Markets would also be created by the garrisons in the 

910 to 924 positions which were fortified by Edward and lEthelfleda to 
keep the Danes in check',-such as Bridgnorth, Hertford, 
Tamworth, Stafford, and Warwick. lIlilitary centres, where 
royal authority was paramount, while the men of the shire 
were responsible for maintaining the fortifications, seem tQ 

Roma.. have been deliberately planted '. In other cases the existence 
Td...... of a Roman road, and the neighbourhood of Roman building 

materials, would give the opportunity for raising a town on 
or near the site which they had 9CCupied. • 

~::::;':f... Though these different circumstances. are enunciated as 
tmni>i""d. distinct, it is clear that, in many cases, two or more of them 

were present to account for the growth of a town in some 
particular spot. S. Albans had Roman remaiDS, but it was 
also the shrine of the British protomartyr. Cambridge was 
apparently a fort, as well as a group of villages; while there 
were building materials at hand, in the remains of the 

grafted. 88 in the ease of other «eJesiastica1 institationa, on to ""'ting civil 
divisions of tenitory. Bishop Hobhotl8e, Pretaee to CAtnd Warden.' ..decountl 

~,.(Somerset Record Society), p. 1i. 1 Maitland, Tottnlflaip .1Ul B'IU'flla. 52. 
S On Village Markets in India see Phear • ..(,.,..JI. Vill4gt.29. . 

.. -Gamm •• I...uz of JI[",,;&pal Offian. 7. 
• Ma.iJland. "p. nY. 52. Lethally. LArukni ~/ore llu C01l'ltl~", 
I See ~~y Bedford, Engli.A CleronU:k,919. Kemble. jjOazQft6 itt ElJ9larul, 

II. S"2:1. 00 'Liptilar forbJ erected ill France, compare Keary, Yitifl!16. p. 803. 
• HaiUand. lnome.d'ay Boo! mad Beyrmd, 187. On the growtb of eontinen&al 

toWDI 8M Cuoning~ Eu"y Ott WukFW; (..'iriliHlim&, JL 07 t 
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Roman' city'; these were distinct influences, but they A.D. 787-

might be so combined as to render one point an important A.D. 1066. 

centre of trade, and thus cause the growth of the town 
planted there to be very rapid. ' 

But when we have thus enumerated the different spots Phy,;ca! 

which commerce favoured, there is still much that must , .. ,ditWns. 

remain unexplained. The growth of a town on any of these 
spots was undoubtedly due to natural advantages of site and 
position; but it cannot be too often repeated that natural 
advantages are relative to the condition of human ):leings; 
what served as a good natural harbour two hundred years~ 
ago, would often be useless now: and so with all other means 
of communication. It is hard enough for us to try and 
realise the condition of any English town in, say the ninth 
century, and quite impossible to gauge the natural advan-
tages of one spot over another for the conduct of a commerce 
which we understand so dinily. One thing indeed is clear; 
while roads were few and defective it was most important 
to make use of river communication as much as possible; 
and tidal streams w hic.h enabled the small sea-going vessels Tidal 

of the day to penetrate far inland led the way to the sites ofst",am: 
the chief towns. Chester, York and Ipo'Wich are cases in 
point; while the excellent natural cana1s on which Norwich, 
Doncaster' and Cambridge were situated, served almost as 
well The precise physical conditions which haye brought 
about th~ origin and development of different towns deserve 
careful attenj;ion from local historians. 

Vi ECONOMIC IDEAS AND STRUCTURE. \ \ 

A. Property. 

42. At first sight it might seem hopeless for us to B.C. 55-

try and reach any real understanding of the nature of the \.D.l066. 

economic ideas of our forefathers in primitive times, or at 
any rate impossible to specify the changes which took place 
during these long centuries. The written evidence is so 

C. H. 

1 ¥ we11<8S at Gmotcheater. Bede, B. E. IV. exiJ..' 
I Denton, Fift,utth Oentury, 188. 
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B.C.66- slight, and so much of one kind, that we can only get meagre 
A.D. 1066. fragments of ilirect 'information; but there are other data 

to which attention may be turned The various entries in 
Domesday Book contain definite terms and imply clear and 
precise ideas on economic matters, fluch as could not possibly 
have been present to the minds of a semi-nomadic people. 

E ... omi. Men' cannot think about phenomena, or describe them ac
f!'.:td.;:~. curately, until they are brought within the range of their 
~ ...... i. experience; economic ideas could not be precise and definite 

....... till the industrial and commercia! life of the day had rendered 
"the importance of accurate distinctions apparent. The more 

highly developed life of the eleventh century involved the 
habitual use of detinite ideas of ownership and status, such 
as men, in the condition Oresar describes, could not have 
grasped. Dealings at markets and fairs, as well as the 
assignment of definite portions of land, necessitate the 
employment of measures for which the primitive Germans 
could have had little use. How far the change was a native 
development, or how far it was due to the influence of 
Rome, whether exercised directly through imperial officers, 
or inilirectly through ecclesiastics, is a question which' de
mands much skilled investigation by specialists', but the 

. greatness of the change cannot be doubted. The gist of the 
whole may be brought out by fixing our attention on the 
idea of property_ 

P"operly. It is tolerably apparent that no one can wis~ to have 
permanent possession of a thing which he cannot use ei'thel' 
for profit or pleasure; and that a knowledge of the arts of 
life and some power of applying natural materials and forces 
to human service must precede the attempt to appropriate 
them. 

u .. """. In the preceding pages attention has been directed to 
• Ii ~r:.:opnG- evidence which shows that the English were gradually 

learning to make better use of that which nature affolrls. 

, Yr Seebohm'and Ii. Coole hold \hal imperia1 cmJloaIloa In Brilaln exerclsec\ 
• great deal of direct inlIu .... on the habits of the Eugliab •• tt ..... ; bul thlo vfe1r 
eon hardJy be .....,ciled with the hlotol]' of the Eugliab i1mIsiDD, aDd the_ 
of the dlsplacemenlof the old populaliou. Sir HenI]' Yaiue poInt..cl out \hal the 
praclice of making ..m. ..... probebJy of ecclesiaetiql Inlroductiem. .of ...... 
LatD. 178. See al80 Earle, Land 01tarur., ST. 
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Nomads whose flocks crop the pasture do not appropriate B.C. 55-

the soil over which they wander; but when men have A.D. 1066. 

learned the arts of tillage. especially of intensive tillage. 
they wish to set up a claim to the exclusive' use of par- . 
ticular portions of lana; or a claim to property in land. oj 74ml. 

When this claim is respected '. and the right to use it is 
secured. there is property; common property is that which 
a man has a right to use along with others. private pro-
perty is that which he has an exclusive right· to use. At 
the time. of the English Conquest our forefathers had so 
far emerged from the nomadic condition that the warrioN 
"acquired holdings either ideal or real. of their own. ·and. 
claimed them by lolk right '. Other rights over land were 
at later times ~igned to corporations or individuals. and 
their exclusive use was secured by a boc. The terms of the 
graut show what a man had a right to in any given case; for 
distinct rights over the same area might be vested in dif~ 
ferent persons. as one man 'may have the right to till certain 

'fields, and another the right to shoot over them. When 
. Domesday Survey was compiled every yard of English soil 

was as really. if not as definitely. snbject to rights as it is 
now; and these are treated in the Survey as individual 
rights. involving personal responsibility. The existence o~ 
property implies the existence of proprietors; and by the 
time of the Confessor the ties of blood and personal duty 
had been translated into other terms. and the social fabric 
was a system of contracts between proprietors. 

English Society as constituted in the eleventh century. Propri ...... 

... The analysis of the modern conception of property gives U8 • metaphysical 
jo.stitication of private ownership rather t.ha.n a real account of the genesis of the 
thi.og. In early times the oooceptionl of dominium. and proprieta. appear to have 
heeD blended (Maitland. TOIM&6hip OM Burgh. 28-81), and the historical problem .. 
is 88 to the process by which each became distinct. 88, with cha.nging circum
stances, it .19'as expedient for manorial lords to make clAims to the undeTe10ped 
wastes of • Yillage, or to abandon claims to predial BerViee. It may be sound to 
regard labour .. !.he solo title 10 property .. Locke did (Oiojl G ............. Co T. 
127), or to treat it more generally as an embodiment of rational purpose with 
Hegel (Phil. du Redo ... pp.16, 81) and 1. B. SlirliDg (Philolophy oj La .. , p. 86); 
but; these are utempte to defend the institution, not an &ccount of iw origin. 

, See !.he Oath, Thorpe, L 185. Po11ook and Maitland, Iiill""" of IIIngZWo 
LatO, L 81. 

7-2 
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B.O.S&
A.D. 1066. 

presents a striking contra.st with English Societya.s we know 
it now, a.s well a.s with the life of the primitive tribes. Now 
every Englishman is a possible proprietor; he may be very 
poor and have few actual possessions, but "he is secured in 
the enjoyment of th~m; and his dwn force and energy may 
enable him to amass great wealth. and obtain large estates. 
But in the eleventh century this wa.s not the ca.se; and 
there was a line of demarcation between those who ~ere 
free to part with property by gift or sale, and those 
who were themselves with their progeny the property of 
">thers. Apparently this was not a hard and fast line, 
dividing the nation into castes like those in India, for men 
might rise out of the unfree condition 1 or might lose their 
freedom', but it was none the less a definite line, however 
it was drawn at anyone time '. Domesday Book, as well as 
the Hundred Rolls of the time of Edward the First, seems to 
take this scheme of demarcation for granted and classifies 

1 Seebohm holds that there was less opportunity for rfslng in IOcial statu in 
the ninth century. Tribtd GU8tom in AflfJlo·S~ Law, 367. The Saga of 
King Olal tk Saint, co. 21, 22, describes. viking who was • benevolent malter. 
II Erling had also a ship of thirty-two benchea of rowers, which was beside. very 
large for that size, and which he used in viking cruises, or on an espeilitioD; and 
in it there were 200 men at the very least. Erling had always at home on his 
farm thirty alavea, besides oth81' serving people. He gave his slaves a certain 
day's work; but after it he gave them leisure, and leave that each should work 
in the twilight and at night for himself. and as he pleased. He gave them arable 
land to sow com. in. and let; them apply their crops to their own use. He laid 
upon each a certain quantity of labour to work themselves free by doing It; and 
there were many who bought their freedom in this way in one year, or in the 
second year, and all who had anyla.ek conld make themselves free within three 
years. With this money he bought other slaves; and to some of his freed people 
he showed how to work on the herring tshery; to oibel'll he ehowed 8OID8 08eful 
handicraft; &Dd some cleared hill oulftelda &Dd .. I up ho..... He helped all 10 
prosperity." Laing, Ohroni<lu, D. 19. 

I Stubbs, OOl&ltitutional HiBttny, I. 18. When William mutated North. 
umbria. and a terrible famine prevailed, some pel'BOllJ were forced. to sell them .. 
seJvea into perpetual e1avery. Boger of BO'I'edeo., L p. 119 . 

• Professor Maitland point. out. that the important legal distinction, .. shown 
In the early laws, is between the mao for whom a wergi14 ahould be paid and 
whose relatives ha4. BODle sol'S of right of feud. and the man who was a mere 
chattel, like lID 01 or olber beast of the field. The oil".,.. 01 Dmnadsg "ere free 

> I1CCOJ'ding to this older distinction. In the thirteenth century &he obligation to 
pay mercMt 00 the marriage of a daugbter wu the chief distinguiahiolit' condition 
which proved whether a mao were free or DO; and according CO &hill elae&ea 
which were formerly free were cooot.ed 88 servile. 



ECONOMIC IDEAS AND STRUCTt:DE. lill • 

the population into these two broad divisions l• There ':,vere B.et. 65-

many subdivisions within each of the great classes, but for A.D. 1066. 

economic purposes at all events they are not Qbviously im-
portant; the main div~ion lay between those who w?rJ . 
free under known conditions to possess and to part With! 
land, and those who with their progeny were attached tJ 
another man's estate. Leaving out of account for a tim~ l/"'!g ..... 

all questions connected with the unfree, we may see how aIr s.,::;:~ 
. the organisation of society, for military, judicial or fiscal :'~T.:i;. 
purposes, WJl.S interpreted in terms of property, even if it 
'!Vas not as a matter or fact grounded 'u pon this basis. 'J 

43. The great importance of this change lay in the fact· 
that it was possible to state the duties a.nd responsibilities of 
each individual·in definite terms. Personal obligations are Im1tt/ ... 
vague and indefinite; it may be a. duty to fullow a. lea.der in ':i:t!gae::. 
the fight, hut the questions as to how often he is to be 
followed, and how far, and for how long a time, could be at 
all events most easily defined in counection with the tenure 
of property; this also served as some security for the fulfil-
ment of obligations. The process of commendation' may a~mffid. 
have been convenient to the humbler freeman as a. means of ation.. 

obtaining protection for person or property, or hoth 8; it was 
also convenient to the military earl, as a means of securing 
more efl'ecti ve organisation. There are signs of military Mili'~ry 
organisation ~n several of the entries of the Ohronicle which : ... ::. ...... 

1 It seems to be analogous to the distinction between guithcund and ceorlistJ 
in Ine's Laws (SeebohmJ 447). Another line of division in Anglo·Suon times was 
drawn between the value of a man'a life and of hie testimony as an oa.th-helper, 
and Euglishmen were ranked as twdj·hyMe and twy.hytliU. Seebobm. op. cit. 406. 

S Commendation was the choice of a. lord by ... landl6S8 m1m or tree proprietor \ 
who required surety and protection. Stubbs. COfUIt. Hist .. L 158. 

, Mr Scrutlon has called att-ention to some interesting instances of commen. 
dation in Norfolk: "At DersiDgbam we read tIn eadem villa tenent 21 libed 
homines 2 carucatas terrae et 86 aetas, 5 bordarU, 8 earucas, 7 &eras pratt ... 
habet SU1l1l anteceasor' (the predeeessor of the then lord ot the manot) tcommen .. 
datiouem tantum, et horum 18, si ve1lcnt recedere, daret quisque duos SOlid08: 
Stigand de oJDDibua eoeam.· Here we may conjecture that the village community 
of the 21 liberi homines had put itself under the proteotion td lit more powerful 
man, at first retaining the ownership of ita landa, which it afterwards lost. At 
Hol'1:le)' in the same COUIlty the stage of eommendation is lit litUe later in date ... 
Common Fuld$. 14. Some Cambridgeshire ea.Be8 which point &0 a similar process 
occur in Domuday, Eseelforde, L 198 Il-, 2, 1')1110, 2. Berlestone, I. 200 a, 2. 
H;uocbestone, I: 198 fL, 1. 
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B.C.5t- deal with the Danes; as for example in 874, when Ceolwulf 
!.~·8~~6. held Mercia on their behalf, and gave hostages that he 

would be rettly to help them in his own person and. with 
•• D.917. all that should follow him. In 917 the Lady of Mercia 

got possession of Derby and all tha! owed obedience thereto, 
and in the next year, Leicester, "and the greater part of 
the army that owed obedience thereto became subject to 
her; and the people of York had also covenanted with her, 
some having given a pledge and some having bound' 
themselves by an oath that they would be at he~ command." 

A.D. 918. -In the same year as the result bf Edward's successes, "Thur
kytel the earl sought to hOO to be his lord, and all the 
captains, and almost all the chief men who owed obedience 
to Bedford, and many of those who owed obedience to 
Northampton." Commendations and oaths' and military 
tenure seem here to be taking the place of the loyalty and 

e' 
discipline which had been previonsly secured by pledges and 
hostages. 

!!~~'!' The personal devotion of the Ot»ne8 to the prinoeps may 
have been more effective when it was flavoured with the 
expectation of a share in the spoils, and not by gratitude' for 
a grant in the past. There must have been difficulty in 
enforcing the claim to personal service when it was not 
fully rendered; and this may be one reason why the English 
defence collapsed at the tOOe of the Danish invasion. At 
any rate, when the monarchy was reconstituted and re
organised under Cnut and the Confessor, the claim for 
service no longer rested on a mere personal tie, but was made 
on each man as the holder of so much property j the obliga7 
tion was not imposed on him so much as on his possessions. 
There is a significant hint of this change in the law which 
determined that a churl should rank as a thegn as soon as 
he had land enough to fulfil the duties of his position'. 

:;:!:l:" Thus military obligations which had originally been personal 
bilitg. came by commendation to be defined in terms of property j 

• .and when, thr';,ugh the failure to maintain an effective de
fence, tributary Danegeld was levied, the relations of the 

lOath. L ThOl'pe. L 179. 
I: llallu, 2. Thorpe, I. 191. 
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poorer' and richer proprietors might well undergo a change '. B.a. 55-
Those who were able to discharge this heavy fiscal ,responsi- A.D. 1066. 

bility would confer a; real benefit .on their neighbours by 
undertaking to pay the geld when it was due, and accepting 
a regular rent in return.-

In a somewhat similar fashion the judicia.! status of each ,,,,i;';_! 
individual-the immunities he claimed and 'the jurisdiction biil't~:'" 
he exercised-was defined in connection with the property he 
possessed. It was an enormous advantage for the man who 
was sued for any offence to be able to rely on the help of a 
powerful friend; the great lord who answered for his mall 
and was willing to maintain his cause in the king's court, was 
an antagonist that no suitor would willingly face, and from 
whom it was difficult to obtain the. desired redress .. The '. 
wish to secure such assistance in connection with criminal 
charges or other litigation must have been a great incentive 
to commendation', but the lord could hardly be expected to 
make himself responsible for a man over whom he possessed . 
no control. Hence the freeman was bound to attend at 
the manorial court; the lord had toU and team, the rights 
of sao and soc'-whatever these difficult terms implied-
and he was to this extent free from the jurisdiction of 
others. It is needless to speculate here how such juris
diction arose.-how far from royal grsnt, and how far as a 
survival of the primitive police of little communities; but 
it did not rest on personal qualifications or powers, and 
it was exercised in connection with the possession of so 
much land, and marked the status of different classes of 
proprietors. "As soon as a man found hinIself obliged to 
suit and service in the court of a stronger neighbour, it 
needed but a single step. to tum the practice into theory 
and to regard him as holding his land in consideration of 
that suit and service'." 

1 The pressure of the l&nd revenue in India, and the proprieta.r;r changes 
which have followed in connection with the work of colleeting it-e.s in the 
permanent settlement. of Bengal under Lord Comwallill--t.ffer aD illuatra.tion 
from realli1'e of the hypothesis in the ted. See below, p. IU. 

I Edward and GutA",m,l2:. Thorpe, L 115. 4'theUtan, t. 2:.8. Thorpe, t. tol. 
I Maitland, Select Pletu, Manorial (Sddm Soc'dy), I. xxiii. Dome.dov. 

Borsei. t. H)9 b, 2; Wadon. 194. b, 1; Ordnuelle, I. 198 b, 2j 198 b, 1 • 
• Stubbs, Oon,tiluli0fU1.1 Hi8tory, I. 189. 
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Ii.c. 55- {' 4~. By the time of the Confessor then, the social organ
;~~: 10;6. ism had embodied itself in a 'territorial shen: and various 
pri~I."'I uuties incumbent on free Englishmen were commonly stated 
obb9

0
"on., as incident to the positions of proprietors of so much land and 

of such land. These obligations 'correspond to what we 
should call taxation; though they often consisted of actual 
service, and not merely of money payments, 

Tri"od. (a) Actlla.! service was rendered in the defence of the 
mCtsaita8. country, actual work on roads and bridges, and on fortifi

cations'; this was the trinoda necessitas' from which even 
la.voured personages were apparently never exempted. N eg
leet to attend the Iyrd entailed very serious punishment': 
but there were other personal services from which many of the 
holders ofbocland were exempted by the telms of their charter 
The most common of these perhaps was the employment of 
their tea.nIs in public service at the requirement of the sheriff' 

D4;n;/t ab· For the taxpayer it was most important that these 
ligat~nB. exactions should not be unlimited but should be defined; 

and. the precise obligations at the time of the Domesday 
Survey appear to have been well known a.nd easily put ?n 
record. The land, originally apportioned or granted by boc, 
was subject to many burdens; the tenants of the king's 
lands were under special if not better conditions, since 
they paid rent to the king (salol or gciblwm) as being the 
landlord of their estates, as well as services to him in his 
capacity as king'. In later days it appears that the tenants 
on roya.! domain were on the ~hole-more favourably dealt 
with than others, and bore less of the public burdens. The 

1 This appears to be incorporated in the administrative system of Charlemagne. 
Dr Stubbs haa noticed the obligation in genuine English charters of the eighth 
eent1U'y, but does not regard iii as derived directly from Boman lmperialln.8titu.. 
tiOll8. Conn. Hut., I. 76. Compare on the other baud Coote, Rom"," 0/ Britai1l, 
p.259. 

S Law, oj Ine. § 61. Thorpe, L 135. Oa the other band the length of 8e!'Vk,e 
in the field was defined 88 extending to DO more than 60 days i • limitaliou which 
was of fatal importance in connection with the snecesa of the Nurman invasion. 
Freeman, Nomuut Conquuf, DL 336, 404. 

a The lhA;tit"di7fU Singuiaru", Per~ gives the following enumeration: 
• Et de mnltis terris magis landirectnm exurgi1i ad hannam regia, sic eM deorhege ad 

mana:ionem. regiam. et sceorpam in hosticum., at custodiam ma.rUI, e& capitis. et paciJI, 
e1i e1mesfeoh, id est; pec1lIlia elemoaine, et eirisceatum, et alie ra ma1Umode. 
Thorpe, I. 432 • 

• Round, in DOmt6dag Studiu, I. 182. 
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owner' of bocland might have got a very favourable charter; B.C. 55-

even one which gave . him' practical immunity from all A'f" 1066. 

burdens except the three. 
(b) There was also a certain amount or- ecclesiastical Tith •• 

taxation. The Christiln duty of giving a tenth of one's 
substance to God had been enforced from the time of a 
legatine council in 787, and thus the payment of tithe was 
established. A considerable Bum was also levied by a tax of 
a penny on every hearth and transmitted to Rome; the first 
payment is associated with the name of Off .. but it had 
become a regular tax in the tenth century. 

I 

(c) Up to the time of the Conquest the 'ordinary public D •• eg.U. 

duties were chieRy defrayed by actual service, or the service ' 
of deputies; but there were also extraordinary burdens which 
were necessarily paid in money, such as the geld or 
Danegeld. which was originally a tributary payment exacted 
as a means of buying off the Danes. but was subsequently,. 
levied as stipendiary. so as to maintain the mercenary 
defensive force. This was paid 'off in 1050; but the prece-
dent thus set enabled Edward the Confessor. and'the Norman 
kings to levy similar exactions when emergencies arose'. " 
The due assessment of the geld was the primary purpose' 
which the Conqueror had in view in taking the DomeSdaY\ I 
Survey. The information it contains as to the changes 
anlong the owners of land. or the character of their tenure. 
js all incidental; the main object ;'as to provide a satis
factory basis for the assessment of this revenue. 

45. If we turn to consider the position of the unfree man, Th. vn/.· •• 
we find that this too is susceptible of definition in connection ,z... ••. 
with what he had. If he was not a free proprietor. neither 
was he a mere chattel; he was 'able to hold land and use it. 
even though he did not own it. and could not sell it. He 
was restricted to one estate. and he and,his progeny were 

1 Bound, in DOfMlday Sttul~, L 81. An interesting illustration of tributary 
Danegeld. from the point of view of those who were engaged in collecting it, 
occurs in a Saga. . • 

.. Sigurd imposed a tribute on the inhabitants of Man, a.nd when they had made • 
peace the Jarlleft mt'D behind him to collect the tribute: it was mostly paid in 
timelted silver." Subsequently the collectors were wrecked on the Irish COBSt, and 
relie:ved by an Icelander who traded with Dublin. and who sold them a boat, 

, o.nd "took thei.'efore a great part of the tribute." Beamish, p. 187. 
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D.C.65- under th~ control of the lord, but he had recognised privi
A.I? 1066. leges too. The estates were worked by tenants who contri

buted services in return for the holdings assigned them, and 
who each stdod in an economic relation to the proprietor; 
they did the work on his domain "rm, and they also held 
land which they cultivated for themselves and with stock 
provided by the lord'. The most important thing for the 

I),fin!t'o/>·Iord was that he should be able to attach a large body of 
Iiga".M dependents to his estate; the most important for the tenan t 

that the kind of service and amount of service due from him 
&bould be definitely settled. Though there may have been 
many estates where arbitrary exactions were still in vogue', 
the obligations of tbe tenants of different sorts were in 
many cases clearly defined in the time of the Confessor. 

difficull t. The economic relation thus indicated can hardly be 
:::d~'!: in satisfactorily described in modern terms, as these connote 
.. "". distinctions which only emerged at a later date. We might 

• say that the landlord received a labour-rent for the tenant's 
holding, or we might say that the tenant received a holding 
as wages for the work done for the lord; again it might be 
contended that part of the return due to the landlord wils 
rendered on account of the use of the oxen with which 
the tenant's holding was stocked. But the fact that all 
these three were combined renders it impoasible to compare 
the receipts of the Domesday proprietor with modern rentA, 
or the position of the agricultural labourer then and now. 

h .... · At the same time we may notice that so soon as the 
~r:::.~:! relations of lord and serf come to be defined as economic 
rion. incidents of the tenure of land, they had taken a shape in 

(which they could be commuted for money payments, and 
i stated in a pecuniary form. In the time of the Confessor, 
\the obligations of the tenants could be valued in terms of 
mOlley, and on some of the royal estates in particular the 
commutation of service for money appears to hav.e come in. 

The usual duties of the different classes of unfree tenants 
on a manorial EState are described in great detail in an 

• eleventh century document entitled the Rectitudinea Sing". 

1 00 the customary method of eettliDg tenanta on the land tee L.." Df IRe., 
67. and Seebohm. Tn"hal ClUlt:1t1I, m. • l'o11oek, LaN LGIII., p. 49. 
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larumPer;01Iarum; taken in conjunction with th~ Gerefa, B.C. 65-

recently discovered by Dr Liebermann, of which a trans- A.D. 10G6. 

lation is printed in the Appendix, it throws much interesting 
light on the management of a great estate at the beginning 
of the eleventh century.· The cotsetle had a holding of about Co",'I •. 

five acres, and was bound to work for his lord one day a week 
• all the year round (weelcwork) and three days a week· in 

harvest (boonwork). The gelYur had a yardIand, of thirty or G.b .... 

forty acres, which when he entered it was stocked with two 
oxen and one cow and six sheep, as well as tools for liis work 
and utensils for his house; he was in return to do, as weeTo 
work, either two or three days' a week according to the 
season; and he was to lie at the lord's fold in winter as often 
as he was told.; several payments are also specified, as well 
as occasional boonwork. The whole statement may be taken 
as typical, but we are reminded that the different customs of 
different estates may have varied very greatly; still it is 
evident that the obligations on each particular estate were 
defined with considerable precision in recognized quantities 
of service or money, or money's worth. 

46. A feudal society which was thus interpenetrated by R",m, 

ideas of property, and the obligations incident to the tenure j!.~::t:z r. 
of property, offers many close analogies with that which Z:;k~ 
was in vogue under the Rom~n empire; on the other han~ it :;::!,c~~;h 
presents strong contrasts WI th the amorphous and fleXible tI,.< ...... 
condition of the German tribes at' the time of Cmsar or ~:E:'/ti'h 
Tacitus, or even at the time of the English Conquest, On'" F,i",. 
the grounds of this double probability it has been argued 
with great force aM learning by Mr Coote' and later b.v 
lifr Seebohm' that the destruction wrought by the English 
invasion bas been exaggerated, and that Roman civilisation DId Rom~ .. 
survived the shock and reappeared at the time of the Con- :::i"u •• t .... 
fassor with but little change from the form in which it ::::'j" 
had existed in the days of Constantine. save that Christian • 
teaching had affected it, and ameliorated the lot of the sert: 

'rheir case is very strong from some p6inta of view; it R ...... 

seems unlikely that a great civilisation should disappear, and {~; i.:'t'h:'" 
that another civilisation 80 closely resembling it should arise "0""", . 

1 Bornan, oj Britain, p. 6. I Village Community, ce. viU, :d. 
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B.C. 55-. a few centuries later on exactly the same lands. It is 
A.D. 1066. incumbent on those who believe that the balance of proba

bility after all favours this view to show the grounds on 
which they re)y for proof of the destruction of the. imperial 
civilisation, and to make it clear th\.t the reconstruction of 
such a similar society was possible within the available time. 

P,o%/. The proof of destruction has been already given'; the • 
d,!"""'on histories are agreed as to the disintegration of society and 
~:J0riu the conquest of the Roman province of Britain;' but it is 

possible that the statements of Bede and N ennius, who are 
inclined to moralise on the events, are somewhat exaggerated 

"u... or only refer to special localities. The histories are however 
confirmed by monuments, which .tell of the utt~r and. rapid 
ruin of flourishing houses and cities. They are also confirmed 

Liltl.· by the facts that the old language did not survive and that 
::::;;:.;// the Christian religion was not preserved where the English 
0: rd·lJI .... settled. Had the English Conquest been a mere raid which 

swept over but did not overthrow the Roman civi1isa
tion, the country would have been Christian, as Wales or 
Gaul was Christian, before the time of S. Augustine Qr 
S. Cuthbert, and our language would have been a Roman or 
Gaelic dialect like French, or Welsh. In other countries 
like France or Italy, the ecclesiastical divisions served to 
perpetuate the memory of the old civil divisions of the 
Roman provinces'; but the English dioceses have no ap
parent relation to the territorial divisions of Britain under 
the Roman Empire; they seem to have been completely 
effaced at the time when Gregory d~tel'mined to plant the 
Church in England. There is no reason lo believe that the 
fiscal system or the military system could survive, when the 
language and religion were swept away and left 80 few traces 
behind '. The burden of proof seems to rest with those who 
maintain that despite these sweeping changes, the organi
sation of rural industry was practically unchanged, and that 
the Roman villa remained untouched in all its main features ' . . 

• 1 ~See p. 59 above. . . • Freeman, Hidorieal GeOf/rt1.pA,. I. 166 • 
• For indications of snmvaI of both compare Coote, ROJIf4U of Britain, 

pp. 416, 4SS. ~ • 
• Compare Prof. Ashley, Int won to lin .A.shley'a tranab,tion of Fast.e1 de 

Conlanges, Origin 0/ Propertg in and, p. uxiL ( 

\ 
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On the other hand, the things which speak to us most B.C. 55-

plainly of the Romans, such as the roads, the ca';'ps, the !;~~~~:. 
trees, the stones of centuriation, would he little affected by ;';;:::::i::'. 
a great social upheaval, and would remain unIllss they were 
deliberately destroyed. _ A very small surViving element of 
population would serve to keep the old local names, and to 

• preserve a few terms as well. • 
47. The argument as to the possibility of the growth P."ibiiity 

of a similar society must necessarily be more or less hypo· ':{.~":. 
thetical; for we have no such sufficient records of the first ~";;;~fl~n:J 
settlement and subsequent changes as to enable us to specn:" ,.ei,ty. 

all the steps. 
(i) It may be pointed out however that an argument Similari.y 

drawn' from the great similarity between the two societies ~:;:·~!n. 
in favour of a real continuity of the same social type, " •• ,ty, 

is by no means conclusive. There is a danger of neglecting 
purely natural resemblances. In all societies where agri-
culture is carried on .in the same sort of way there must 
be many analogies in detail; a similar team will be required, 
and the mode of laying out the land which is convenient 
for the day's work will also be similar. As noted .below 
there are many natural units of measu~ement which will 
come to be used so soon as a people wish to have accurate 
knowledge of height or area or value. It cau be shown 
that the English need not have derived their knowledge 
of ploughing with oxen from the Romans, since this is a 
practice common to the Aryan race, and it naturally follows 
that thete must have been many similarities of detail which 
were necessarily involved in this practice and need lIot 
have been derived from any outside source. If our acre 
were precisely identical with the. Roman acre there would be 
either a very strange coincidence or a proof of dependence; 
but a mere similarity can be accounted for without supposing 
actual derivation'. 

(ii) Nor need we suppose that there was continuity even ':K'ciallu 
when there is precise identity of usage, if we can account for : ...... , 
the late introduction of the Roman habit from another source. fh~°::l:'(:::' 

.. .. d'lCh'OR of 
1 The fact of Ihe T&riety of local measures seems to iudicate that they were Dot iza~~~':n 

derived. frOlD a commOD source. , 
J 
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B.C.55- The influence of Roman missionaries must have been enor
A.D. 1066. mous; and the Roman Calendar, and much Roman termin

ology, legal and other, would easily come from this source. 
This must be borne in mind in estimating the bearing of 
documentary evidence on the pointe in dispute'; the eccle
siastics who drafted the early charters would be likely to 
use Roman' terminology to designate existing institutions, 
whether they were survivals from the imperial times, or a 
native English development. Further, the desire of English 
kinglets to imitate the doings of Charles the Great, makes it 
~Iear that in so far as his Oapitularies became known they 
would modify the customs current in England. When we 
have discounted these elements of similarity, the force of 
the argument for continuity is greatly weakened. 

Not ~ (iii) It remains to be seen whether the dissimilarity 
:r';;°i:'!J~ between the life of the English invaders and the social 
:::~:i'..w" system at the time of the Confessor, is so great that we 
grow,:; cannot suppose the one was a development of the other. 

Here again the argnment must be merely hypothetical; it is 
only thus we can see whether two sets of well-established 
facts can be reconciled or not; but even if we cannot 
altogether account for the growth of the new civilisation, the 
evidence adduced for the destruction of the old, and the 
consequent breach of continuity, remains unshaken. 

Milita'1l (a) The English occupation was the settlement of an 
bia:::-- army, and preserved certain features of military organisation; 

military responsibilities are implied in the proprietary system 
under the Confessor; but the chief difference is. that the 
class of free soldiers working sbares of communal property 
seems to have disappeared, and a class of lords relying on the 
labour of dependents had .. taken its place. But we' IVay 

:'-:::;~"y. remember that this is parallel to a change which occurred in 
Italy itself; the old type of Roman citizen who cultivated 
his own land and also fought in the armies of the republic, 
disappeared under the pressure of many wars; some were 
killed off, and many more were utterly impoverished; so 

• that the old system of proprietary cultivation was super
seded by the latifundia, cultivated by dependents. .The 

1 Ashley, Origi_ of Propertp i. LaM, 1 ... 

• 
\ 
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wars against the Danes would be likely to necessitate more B.C. 55-

elaborate organisation, in which whole villages were forced A.D. 1066. 

in self-defence to accept a position of dependence on a 
neighbour'. . 

(b) It is said, however, that the composition of each Manorial 

estate, and the dependents who worked it, could never have "'a',,. 
grown out of free associations of cultivating soldieIll. It is 
of course unlikely that all had the same history, and it is 
probable enough that many were originally servile, even if 
otheIll were originally free. Professor Maitland has shown 
tbat there were villages at the Domesday period which wer<j 
free from seignorial domination t, and these may have been 
the surviving representatives of a state of affairs which had 
once been very general. After all, a village community is' 
a social unit employed in the prosecution of agriculture; itsl 
members will manage their affairs in much the same way 
whether they are in other respects free or servile. The 
Welshmen' in their scattered hamlets would probably feel S.,.".7e 

the yoke of the conqueror', and so would the men in the ,ult!l>ators. 

English villages that succumbed in the subsequent conflicts 
for supremacy; but they would still be independent in 
managing their internal affairs, and they would continue to 
elect their own praepositus' though their status was lowered. 

On the other hand, the free soldieIll were probably &Sso- F"". 

ciated together for the cultivation of the lands originally so/d.",. 

assigned them, and arranged their com mon affairs by elect-
ing their own administrators from time to time. As the: 
process of individualising the shares went on, there was\ 
increasing room for the growth of inequalities within each 
group. The success of some men would enable them to 
secure the help of dependents, while others, in the stress of 
their poverty, might bargain themselves into a servile con
dition. The necessity for doing so might arise from anyone 
of a large number of different contingencies. Whenever 
an individual or a village became liable to a heavy fine on 

1 AndrewB, Old Engli'" JlQNJT', 70. sa Dome6do.y Bbol:: and B~ond. 129. 
I The evidence from Wales, Palmer, .4ftCi'efll TenUTU, p. 115. pointe to & time ' 

of premanorial freedom in some Welsh maenoz,. Compare also the history of the 
BIJ&I.ian mir. Kovalevaky. Modem O"'kmu oll4..4.fICient La1D~ 01 Ruuia, 81. 

'" Seebohm" Tribal CUllom, 899. 6 See below, p. 286. 

J 
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B.C.55- account of some crime committed', they miuht have to 
A.D.1066. throw themselves on the mercy of the lord a:d compound 

by accepting more onerous obligations for themselves and 
their childrel1 for all time. The pressure of royal demands 
for geld, or of tithe' might be sevtre, and little grace was 
given to the man who failed to pay on the right day and 
was likely to fall into arrear. Whenever a man incurred 
a liability which he could not discharge, his more fortunate 
'1-eighbour might come to his aid, and help him in the 
pressing emergency, but on terms" that made a permanent 
ihange in their relative positions for the future. The mere 
pressure of a bad season apart from anything else might 
force men down to a lower social grade on which their 

Z,4ian children would" continne to live'. Even in a land like 
o.nalog,t8. 

India where custom is much more stereotyped than here, 
the village communities are breaking up, sometimes by 
partition inta separate estates, and sometimes by a wealthy 
man absorbing the property of all; ·a manorial farm, or a group 
of small manorial farms will then take the place of the 
commnnity. The process in India appears to be closely 
connected with the pressure of the land tax; the patel, or any 
officer who is responsible for the collection of the village 
assessment, may be able to rise to a position of superiority 
over the other villagers, especially if they fall behind hand 
with their payments and he advances the money. The im
position of the Danegeld and efforts to collect it may well 
have had similar effects in England. If it is true that the 
manerium' was the economic unit' from which the payments 
were in the first instance collected, the lord of each manerium 
was put in a position of considerable responsibility for his 
neighbours, and consequent power of controlling them. In 
any case the Indian analogies seem to show that it was 

1 Lavn of Edward ad Gutlrum, 12 seq. Thorpe, L 175. EtJulrt4, va. 16. 
Thorpe, I. 833. . 

• EWlrt4, Ill. 7-12. Tborpe, L 848 . 
• NtAOftiaA .... 1,.5. The change which oecara ill Ireland when • tenant is 

• hope1eaaly in arrears and after eviction is reinstated 18 .. care-taker may aerve as 
.... a modem illustration. 

"""'~, • See below. p. 121. 
",,-:-, The llutitudiJfu appear to lltate the economic relationI of each member of • 

">,. 1JlaJlO!' bul do 1101 mefllion the &cal connect.ion with other proprieklr.. 
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lot impossible for manorial farms to grow out of and Buper- B.C. 55-
lede communities of freemen' in the course of four or five A.D. 1066. 

:entnrieS) even though. we cannot follow the actual course 
>f the change. To do' so we should have to speak not of L~,al 
England in general; bUll of particular districts; Danish h"tmy. 

England differed greatly from the southern portion, and in 
particular contained a far larger proportion of freemen; but 
even within the Danelagh there were great varieties, for 
neither the Welsh nor the English were wholly. swept away. 
The actual history would need to be a local history, ~bich 
tl;ed to examine what the original settlement in one parish. 
after another had been, and to what causes the changes in 
each place were due. That such history cannot be com
·pletely recovered is obvious j -but in default of it we must 
be content with seeing that the ~upposed change was' 
possible. 

Evidence of the loss of freedom in historic times, or of s ...... aU. 

its survival till a' comparatively late period, must also be 
taken into account, before it can he admitted that all mem-
.bers of the original English village communities were servile. 
Even if the village community was not broken up, the mem-
bers might lose their status by the uecessity of commen-
dation' ; and indications of primitive freedom are found as late 
as the fifteenth century'. There was a tendency to gravitate 
to a lower status; and though there is ample evidence in the 
period after the Conquest of the rearrangement of economic. 

-relations, and acceptance of money payments in lieU: of 
service', i&- is difficult to see .under what circumstances a 10I'd 
would plant a body df freemen on his estate unless he found 
'it necessary to provide-for comrades in war, as was done both 
by Danes and N OIlllans. It seems most reasonable to treat 
the isolated instances of lordless villages as survivals of a state 

1 Mr Seebobm refers to intereaUng analogies, ViUage Oommunity, p. 807. 
l SoroUon, Common FieltU, 14:. The judicial evidence &8 to the original con

stitution of manorial courts also seems to point to the existence of a considerable 
c1a.se of freemen. Maitland, Hekel PUGI, Manorial (Selden So<.lety),I. hv. 

I These commutations cannot be taken aa evidence of increasing freedom on 
the part of the villeins. It appears that the services exacted on the Ramsey 
Ma.nors became more onerous during the thirteenth century. Neilson, ECOJIOfI&\tJ 

(Jondition 0/ the Manors of BamBey 4bbey, 50. 
na . 8 

I 
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• • 
B.C.55- of afi'ai:.a which had once heen general among the original 
A.D.1066. English settlers'. . 

B. Exchange. 

FaCl1iti.. 48. The commerce of the ptimitive tribes must have 
{:h..,g,. been of a very elementary character; whereas in England at 

the time of the Conquest the trade was large and definitely 
regulated. There must then have been a steady improvement 
in the facilities for exchange, and in the other conditions 
which are necessary in order that it may be carried on. The 

• primitive tribes had possessed coins, and payment in kind still 
survived after the Norman Conquest; but the one mode of 
conducting exchanges was gradually superseding the other and 
it is worth while to consider what is involved in the change 

Da""'. from barter to the use of money, and the immense advantages 
for the conduct of trade which follow. Exchange in its 
earliest forms Can only he barter, the exchange of one object 
of use for another object of use, but even in this simplest type 
there are distinctions which are worth noting. The man who 
is most anxious to conclude a bargain will always gain less 
advantage from it than the other; the savage, who covets II 
sailor's jack-knife, and feels that anything he has would be 
worth sacrificing for the sake of possessing it, will be willing 
to give a tusk of ivory or anything else the sailor fancies; the 
savage gratifies his pressing need, but the sailor has got an 
article which would usually give him much more trouble to 
procure th~n another knife would'. The man who .is least 

. 1 On the whole subject compare ProL ViDogradoft'. YiUMtUlg4 '" E"II14nd. 
See above, p. 6a, D. 2. e-

I The commerce between the Danes and the Esquimaux offers an inltrnctive 
illustration. "When they came together they began to barter, and theee people 
would rather have red cloth thaD anything else; for this they had to o1f9r ekina 
and real furs .. .For an entire far skin the Skraelings took a piece of red cloth, a 
span long. and bound it: roond their heada. Tbua went on their tra1Ilo for • time, 
then &he cloth began to fall short among Karlaefue and his people, and they cat it 
BS1IIIder into omall pi..,.. which "ere DOt wider thaD &he breadth of • JIng .... and 
still the Skraelinp gave 88 much for that as they did before. and more," When 
the cloth was all gone. Karlsefne got; the women to take out milk porridge to &he 
Skraelinp, who .ere 10 delighted with !.his DeW article &hel they would buy 
nothing else. .. Thus the traOic of &he Skraelings wu wound up by their bearing 
away their purcha&ea in their stomacb8, btU Kar1aefne and his companionl retained 
their g.oo., and their BkinL" &go. of Tlu>rfi ... K ari,,/.. ODd EriI; t.U &d. 

Beamish, p} '\ 



ECONOllIC IDEAS A..lifD STRUCTURE. 115 
. . ..' .• I·· 

8JlXJ.OUS about the matter drives the best ba.rga.m; we may B.C. 65-

eall him even in a case of barter, the seller, and the man who !!.!~ 
has set his heart on a particula.r a.rtri.cle, the buyer. buy.,.. 

Again we way see the limits within which the exchange Limit. of 
can take place; the ja.ck-1inife has a certain usefulness to the~:h!~" 
sailor, he would not part with it except for an amount of ivory 
which would at least enable him to buy another; while the 
savage sees no prospect of securing another if he lets this 
opportunity slip, and its usefulness to him is immense. In 
technicalla.ngusge, value in USB to the buyer and value in use Val .... 

to the seller give the extreme limits within which the price ;'" 
in ivory can fall. 

The consideration of the limits of exchange enables us to G .... of • 
understand the nature of the gains tbst are made by traders. 'radu •• 

The trader has a'supply of knives or other articles which the 
savages are anxious to use, and he gets from them articles 
which he does not himself want to use, but only to exchange 
again '; his own anxiety is at a minimum and thus he can, in 
the absence of competition, drive up the price to almost the 
point of value-in-use to the buyer. He may be able to drive 
a similarly good bargain with others who mean to use them, 
in disposing of the commodities he has himself received in 
exchange. This is the secret of the enormous profits made 
by the merchants in eastern caravans, amounting to 200 or Oar ..... 

300 per cent.; they do business on a system of tedious bar- • ....t.. 
gaining in which they reap a benefit through the difference 
between the importance of an article to one who wants to use 
it, and its importance to one who regards it as a mere article 
of commerce. 

The intervention of money-or a medium of exchange- Mon.y ... 

£'lCilitates trade by reducing the disadvantage to which the ~::::;'~f 
buyer is exposed in simple barter. Simple barter fails to 
affo~ facilities for many exchanges which would be advan-
tageous if they could be carried out. I have a coat which I 

1 This 'cliBtinction is of great importance and is veryclearly stated by AristoUe: 
';"aCJ'rou ""lap IC"!"lj,u.CI'I"Ot' "''1'''''; wi vii"" 'IJ"Tt." •• .t.iA1I,.' .., ,.'" ol"iIIla. ". a' Gill( 

olJ(.la 1"Oii 'frpJ.,,/,u.aTG'I. 010.. V""od~,u.aTO. ;r "1'" woll • .,.,. '"" ., p.rra!lAJfTuuf. 
tiJlq,&-r'"fll "ttlp 1i.,..Iltl';P.4-r.oC xpljcreu' Ital "ttip A 4AMrrrOI'.HV .,.~ &op..,Jt!l 
1i1l'oclq~.,.ot aJIT! JIOplal£4Tof ,; ..,.po41;;' xp;;-ra& ".. v...0"~,.ul""'!i n6a",.,.a, dUo OU 
'1'1;11 oll.dall XPijQ ... · flU 'Yop ciU.a')'ii, be"..., ryryOl1flll, Polifiu, L o. 9. §§ 2, 8. 

! 8-2 
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Jant to excha~ge for bread; you have bread which you want 
to exchange for boots; unless a third party comes on the 
scene it may be impossible for us to arrange any terms at 
all'. There may be a similar difficulty in effecting ,an ex
change when the right articles ar6lpresent, but in quantities 
that cannot be fairly equalised. All these disadvantages in 
barter are obvious. but it is worth while to try and notice 
how far they may be overcome, even before the general intro-
duction of pieces of money. , 

F""",ion. To discuss this we must consider the various functions 
of ... ··v; hi h --" db' J' 0 f' ha • weare p",norme y cams '0 t 18 In terms a COlDS t t 

we 'reckon the value of different articles, one is 'worth five, 
¥'Iitfo, , another six shillings; a current coin serves as a unit for the 
;::',.i"on; comparison of wares. Again, coins are universally desired j 

people are always ready to accept coins, because it is a form 
of wealth for which they can always find a use; coins are 

m.dium oj therefore a medium of ezchange, and as they are very divisible 
~ch;.g.; and equable they form a singularly good medium. Again, 

when payments have to be made at any time in the future
"and .. d or over a period of years-it is coinage that gives a starularil 
~':;,m .. t.o for deferred payments; while lastly. the compact' form in 

which a great value is contained makes eoins a suitable 
commodity for hoarding. 

_ ~~,~:.;;"d In early stages of society cattle are universally desired. as 
media. also are slaves, and these articles can therefore be used as 

media of exchange; but it is obvious that as a living animal 
cannot be divided, slaves or cattle only serve tbis purpose for 
large payments. Though they probably had no better medill 
in some pre-historic periods, the English were acquainted with 
the use of coinage for some paymenta at the time of. the 

1 llr Frazer baa pointed oat to me a curioDJI ease from. real life which ia 
given by Kr Brooke: 

u'& Dyak has no conception of the use of • dreolating medium. He may be 
seen wandering in the Bazaar with a baD of bee8wu. in his hand for days 
together, because he ean'&: 1bui anybody williug &0 take it for &he eHd &I1icle 
be requires. This article may not be more than • &enth of the rune of the 
beeswax. bat be ftuld not eeI1 it for money. and &beu buy what he want&. 
From the first. he had the particular article in his mind'. eye, and worked IOJ" 
the idenUcal ball of. beeswax willi whicb and nothing else to purchaae iL" Ten. 
Year. '11 84J'Owd, vol I. p. 156. .. 

I Walker, Money, pp. 1-23. 
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occupation of Britain. We are accustomed to a "io"ll marked B.C. 55-

unit, . represented by a definite piece of metal, in terms of A.D. 1066. 

which the value of articles can be measured; and we -can 
scarcely see what meaniJlg prices would have if no such 
tangible nnit existed. But primitive circulating media were 
in all probability little used, an<l it was possible to manage 
fairly well with an ideal unit for money of account; one couldu,al ..... , •. J 

compare a book worth five shillings with a stool worth six, 
even if no shillings were ever coined; and tl\e mancu& appears 
to have been a unit of comparison, but a merely ideal unit' 
.to which no coin corresponded. The difficulty of finding an ~, ..... i. 
unvarying standard never in all probability occurred to our kind. 

forefathers; but as a matter of practical t:onvenience they hit 
on a system which is now recommended by scientific au. 
thorities as fair; for deferred payments it was customary to 
agree to give provender rents'. Uncoined precious metals 
served as well for hoarding as coins do, and each of the kings 
woula douhtless aim at the possession of such a treasure. As 
trade flourished it would become more possible to procure the 
precious m~tals} if Thorpe's collection ?f docum~nts is really ~~;~: .. 
representative, it would seem that dunng the mnth century .. 
these metals became much more abundant.. Occasional 
donations of them are mentioned. after 8U, and regular 
money payments' from tenants appear to date back as far as • 
900. It would however be an error to suppose that estimates 
of obligations in terms of money always imply that the debt 
was actually discharged in coin and not in kind. 

We may thus se~ that all the various functions of money ::t~:'i01J 
could be performed, if not so well, at least to such an extent of coin.. . 

1 Ruding. AmutlI, I. 111. 
t. An 81l\mple is in the Tichbonrne estate, twenty hides of which wer., granted 

by Edward the Elder to the Bishop of Wineheater on this condition. amongotheJ'8, . 
II that every year at the return of the day there be given twelve seaters of beer, and 
twelve of sweet Welsh B1e, and twenty ambers 01 clear ale, BIld two htmdred great 
loaves. and a third of Bmall. and two o:r.8o, one salt, the otberfresh, and six wethers, 
and four swine, and four :flitches, and twenty cheesea. If it happen to be Lent. 
then let the worth 01 the flesh be obtained in &h UDleas it be extremely abundant." 
Thorpe, Dip . .Ang. p. 168. We have here in actu.al use B.lYBtem of p~ent which 
would alway, supply a snflicient feast to the king and his court, and which has. 
curiously euough, a. resemblance to the pla.n of a. multiple Iega1 'tender proposed 
by Prof. JeTODII, Moqy, p.8'2:7. It suited the ICOnvenieDC8 of many monasteries 
to continne fMaitland.l>otMaday Book and Beyond, 819) and to impose (Vinogradofl, 
J'I1Qillafl~ in E"gland. S04) food rents. 
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Natural 
wi" .• 

as to rendpr the circulation of wares' possible, before the 
introduction of coins. That step was an expensive one; it is 
not every man who is well supplied with ready money, and 
it is not every community that is. so rich as to be able to 
afford the amount of precious metals which must be provided 
before there can be a general circulation of coins. When the 
advantages of coinage were realised, and when the kings saw 
that taxes could be more easily collected, or. that by pro
moting trade they could increase their own dues, they would 
doubtless make great efforts to provide a metallic currency. 

(We shall not perhaps be far wrong if we argue that the 
imposition of the Danegeld implies that there was a very 
general diffusion of the precious metals through the country 
in the eleventh century. 

49. The Domesday Survey is retrospective, and embodies 
a great deal of information about the time of the Confessor; 
indirect evidence of the advanced condition of society 
before the Norman Conquest is to be found in the precision 
with which measurements of all sorts could be taken. This 
Survey, as well as the Laws which have been so often quoted, 
shows that Englishmen had accurate terms by which payments 
of all sorts, whether in money or in kind or in service, could 
be defined; indeed there were several distinct metric systems, 
which were apparently prevalent in Welsh, English and 
Danish districts respectively. The whole subject is beset 
with many difficulties, partly because the same term may 
mean one thing when it is used in a Danish and something , 
else in an English' district, but chiefly because the connotation 
of the words themselves must have changed, and sometimes 
came to be defined more precisely. Progress in this as in 
other matters is from the vague to the definite, and while 
primitive tribes may estimate land very roughly by units' 
which have no precise areal value, agriculturists in a highly 
civilised society desire to have an accurate metric system. 

This was ,however a very difficult problem; it is hard 
enough to define the measures in common use 80 that if they 

1 K. Man, D,. Kapi ••• pp. 89-98 • 
• Compare AcheDbach, H~ 0_101"" 4u 8ug<Tl4rJu. pp. 8, 9. U 

the J:ille mean' originally land for. family, it 'had probab17 reference to po8lIible 
produce rather than &0 actual area. 

\ 
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were ail destroyed" it would be possible to reproduce them', B.C. 55-

and it4 mtist have been still harder to find convenient units A.D. 1066. 

which it was natural to adopt, and to settle on the method of 
multiplying and dividin!t which gave a 'suitable system.. If 
we could ascribe its original" purpose to each kind of measure-
ment, we should see what units it is natura! to adopt, and 
understand how similar units are found in many different 
and unconnected regions; on the other hand the mode of Mod .. 0/ 
couming, by threes or tens or twelves, sometimes seems to ;:'7~'io .. 
discriminate from one another some of the distinct tribes or 
races which inhabited various parts of England at different' 
times, 

Short units of!ength, A whole series of units which have No.7, 

proved convenient for measuring cloth and other fabrics are1=~d.; 
derived from the hand and arm; the nail, the finger, the hand,1:;h~'::~ 
the ell, and the yard can all be got in this way; the fathom 
is the distance given from tip to tip when the arms are 
fully stretched out. That the human frame varies and that 
these units were still in want of preeise definition, both in 
themselves and in relation to one another, is of course 
clear enough; but the fact remains that the original units 
of measurement were given by the division of this limb, 
On the other hand the primitive definition of these measures 
was given in terms of a natural object-three barley corns, 
one inch'. 

Another series, which are perhaps more used in outdoor Foot,p ... , 

or building operations, are given by the lower limbs, such as 
the foot, and the pace. 

Units of area, The measurement of areas of IB.nd natu- .dere .. 
rally bore a close relation to tillage, and the unit is the acre. 
This was, roughly speaking, the amount of land which could 
be ploughed in a day; and would of course vary with the 
character of the soil and the strength of the team-not to 
mention the length of the day; but somewhat similar areas 
came to be precisely defined for each locality by the manner 
in which the ploughman set out his work. Ire ploughed an 

1 J'evona, pnncipk. oI8~e, L 857. . 
, .. Whlch rule ia not at all tymea true, For the lengthe of a barlye come of 

aome tyllage is longer, lUld of 'eome tyllage is shorter." R. de Benese, Boke 0/ 
Meuurynge Lalld (1587). 

I 
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B.C. 55- oblong space, 'ten times as long as it waS broad; the most 
A,D. 1066. common acre was 22 yarqs across, and the furro": was 220 

yards long; the breadth was laid out by taking four falls of 
a rod which measured 51 yards; and' thus the acre was 
divided into roods. ( 

Vanot. 
rOth and 

Fu,{OfI(}. 

Leagu,.c. 

!~I ~~~~~'I 
220 yards or " roods or 66 feet 

<But though this acre was the commonest, there were (and 
are) an immense number of local acres, defined by the 
length of the rod with which they were laid out. In a 
thirteenth century treatise' on estate management, rodsof 
16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 feet are mentioned, and the acres 
approximately corresponding to some of these still survive 
in Cheshire', Ireland and Jersey. The acre in one place 
is not the same as the acre in another; but the acre of 
each estate was a perfectly definite area of soil to be 
ploughed. The normal acre of 220 yards long by 22 wide 
was divided into four quarters or roods, each of which was 
220 yards long and a rod (5+ yards) wide. • 

Units of diMancs derived from mea8Ures of area. The 
whole acre was sixty"six feet wide, and could be ploughed into 
72 furrows; so that the day's work of the men in ploughing an 
acre involved traversing a distance of 72 furlongs, or nine miles'. 
Hence from this statute acre we can derive several units of 
distance; the breadth of the acre, 22 yards, gives us Gunter's 
Chain, and the term acre, as a linear measure, was sometimes 
employed in this sense'; the lengj;h of the acre gives us 
the furrow long or furlong of 220 yards. The term most 
commo~ly used for long distances in Domestky is the league'; 

, The......"..,.. e .. baRdry in E. L ...... I'. Walt<r of Heoky. pp. m. 68. 
• The peculiariti .. of the Cheshire ""'" .... _ ''''Y fully by Mr A. N. 

Palmer in his Hilwry of .& ...... T ...... i. tlu Marella of Wa/u. p. 16 omd 19 •. 
It appesr8 to be derived from an aotire11 diaerent 81stem. of working the land and 
to be baaed OD a square rood. 

• Walter of Henley. H.uIHuulry. p. S. 
• Eyton, K., to DomefMlg,y. Dor .... 21. 
• O. C. Pell iII IJorMldall Studiu. L 27L Even if il w .. DOl laid out ill tliq 

\ 
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it consisted of twelve furlongs (one mile and a half) and the B.C. 55-

day's' work of the team.in ploughing consisted of six A.D. lOSS 

leagues. 
Units of capacity are probably derived from some con

venient natural object, 'such as an egg', a gourd, or a shell ; 
but the multiples of these units ordinarily correspond with 
measures of area ; as' it was desirable to make· exact 
allowance for the quantity of com which was given out 'of 
the granary for seed. The relation between the .two is so M,,,,,,, .. 
close that in some districts an acre of land is expressed iu of Sud. 

terms of the quantity of seed required to sow it; thus w~ 
have the firlot-sowing', four of which make up the boll of 
.land, a Scotch nomenclature which corresponds to the quart 
and gallon. On the other hand these measures of capacity 
are correlated with measures of weight'; the tun is an 
example of a term which applies to weight, as well as to 
capacity (in the case at wine), and it apparently refers to the 
same quantity viewed in the distinct aspects of weight and 
capacity', Curiously enough the same term is still used 
in Denmark to denote a "tun sowing" of land', and thus 
to estinlate area. 

50. It· has been pointed out above that the English 
,were acquainted with the use 'of coinage when they landed 
in Britain, but it was also clear that payments in kind and 
barter were in vogue after the Conquest. We have evidence Uni .. of 

therefore of various units of value during this long period, :'-::'~allY. 
and they were deri,ed from the most, convenient media of • 
exchange. ' 

In ord~r that an article may serve as a medium of Any ... 

exchange, there is one quality it must possess-it must be ~~~ity 
an object of ordinary· desire which is generally taken as :.r:;," 
payment; any commodity which is thus acceptable, either 

fashion we may note that a atrip of land one furlong wide by a league long, giTeS us 
120 &crea or a Domesday kid& The squafe league would be an allotment of 12 hidca. 

1 4ntient LatIJ' of Ireland, m., Bool: of 4icill, 8S5. On a curious mode of 
measuring eom see above. p. 47, note L • . 

I 8tamtical auount 0/ &otlsrul, Wick, p. 145. 
• Compare the .tUnze oj J/elUtU'e. (1008), 12 ounces, one pound i 8 pounds, one 

gallon of wine; 8 gallons of win~, one London bushe1l, and S bushells ODe quarter. 
, Barlow. flail. TraM, XLI. 457. 

. "Kelly, Cambiat, 77, 78. 
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B.C.55- from its nature, or as in the case of inconvertible paper 
A.D. 1066. currency by convention, may be used to supply a unit of 
bu, 'h. ",alue. For purposes of convenience from their portability, 
"J:t~r::,. divisibility, uniformity of quality and from the facility for 
mo.' con- testing them, coins made of the pre~ious metals have gene
t1t1l1tnt. 

rally superseded other objects of value as media of exchange; 
Quantiti.. but they appear to have been weighed out in quantities 
%"::iver which served to represent one of the more primitive units 
~~al-::~·d of value-which were apparently cattle and slaves. Among 
of "" .. Ie the English as elsewhere cattle and slaves would always be 

"ken as payment, and we consequently have estimates of 
worth commonly made in tenus of cattle, and occasionally in 

or;la17U. slaves. There was, however, much inconvenience ill: such, 
currency; it might suffice for large payments but it was not 
divisible, and it would ·not be acceptable to the merchant 
who travelled lmig distances over land or sea. The dif
ferences in the quality of different oxen rendered them an 
uncertain mode of payment, and there were great advantages 
in substituting a definite amount of silver as the repre-

• Th. oz, sentative of the normal OL As in ancient Greece and the 
other Mediterranean lands, the price of an ox appears fro~ 
evidence drawn from a large area' to be the unit of value, 

:;:'d7'8s, and the solidus of twelve pence was regarded as the equi-. 
valent of an ox by Charles, in his dealings with the Saxons'. 

manc... The ox also corresponded with the mancus in another 
system of computation', though there is no reason to believe 
that coins of this denomination were ever issued. The 

'silver mancus was worth thirty pence' and the shilling in .-
I Ridgeway, Origin of Curreacy GJUl WeigAt SttmdartU, 124-
t mud notandum est quale8 debeul aolidi esse Sa1OD.Dm: id est, bovem 

annotieom utrisque sexua, aut.umnaU tempore, .1.cut in stabolnm mittltur, pro 
uno solido: aimiliter et VetDDlD tempus. quando de IIabulo exiit.; at deinceps, 
qtumtum aetatem auxerit, tantmn In pretio ereseat. De IIDDOna 'rem botrinia pro 
oolido 1IDO aeapiloo quadraginta doDant at de sigule vigiDti. I!eptemtriona)e ...... 

. pro solidum. aeapil08 triginta de .'Vena et sigole quindeeim. Mel Yero pro IOlido 
botnmsi. Bigla una et. medio donant. Septemtrionalea autem duos IIicloe de melle 
pro uno solido don_ Item ordeum mundum aicut et sigule pro UDO .alido 

• doneut. In argeuto duodecim _ aulidum lacianL Et ill aliis opeeIeb .. ad 
iBtum pretium omnem EStimatiOD8lD. eompositionia IUD&. Capitulare 8GUnieM .. , 
11. Migne, s.CVD. 202. pertz, MOIl. Gera, m. 76.. 

• DtauttM. Thorpe, L 857, tee aho 23. 
4 ..Elfrie, Gramma,. (Somner. p. 52). 
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this system contained five pence. Again in the Brelum B.C. 55-

Law. the cow appears as corresponding to the ounce; so that ~;'066. 
we have three distinct systems in which the unit appears to 
be b""';d on the value of cattle'. 

Similarly the poun~ may possibly have been selected The .14 ... 

as a nnit because it was the silver equivalent of the worth 
of a man'; though such a phrase as 'half a pound oi 
pennies" would seem to show that it was not a natural 
unit of value, but a measure of weight applied to makiug 
large payments of money. In auy case, and as a warning 
against possible confusion, it is necessary to note that severa! 
distinct modes of computation for money appear to have 
been in vogue before the Conquest. Thus we have the 
pound divided into (a) twelve ouuces of twenty-pence each', 4p~"n4 
(b) twenty shillings of twelve-pence each', (0) forty-eight 
shillings of fi vepeuce each', (d) sixteen ounces of sixteen-
pence containing 30 wheat corns'. 

Hence it appears that the smaller measures of weight' s:t:n 
weight,. 

1 &ndaw Mor. L 24.6. Though the basis is .ai.milar in each of these cases, it 
does Dot seem to me possible to explaJD. the relation of each system to the others . 
by taking this 88 80 common term. The solidus of Charlemagne was 12 penn,.~ 
weights of 92 wheat corns eaeh or S84 wheat corns: the mancos was equivalent to 
SO similar pennyweights or 960 wheat; corns; the Brehon 01IIlCe to 676 corne 
(PelriB, Bowod T ...... of Ird.md. 214). How IIimilar _ Bhould come· to 
have snob different equivalents in saver is a problem we may leave on one Bide, 
though," the> eariy time EngJand and Ireland may well beve heeD qm .. Isolated 
80 far aa cattle breeding is concerned, but the evidence is "err Itrong that the 
h'ead of cattle gave the UDit in each of these ay&tema. 

I DtIIWtaI, 1. Thorpe, I. 857. See also Am:Uflt La1JJ. 01 Walu, 794, 825. 
AecordiDg to the Lege. Wallice, II. rvii. 80, 81 and IL uii. 18, the price of a 
slave was one pound, but of one brought across the sea, lit pound and lit half. 
The alave who was brought from. lit diata.D.ce was much less likely to escape, or 
even to attempt it. and was therefore lit more valuable property; this principle 
still holds good among slav8-0"DltIl'I. Slav88 mutt have varied in quality, and the 
qnotatioll8 of the prices ac::tually paid were Sometimes much lower, Turner, .Anglo. 
84ZOf&1, II. 98 (4to). On the other hand the toll on a man at Lewes (DtnnUti4y, 
L 26 10,1) was eight limes &8 heavy as that on an ox. Nave1le,OooAiru:hinejrGfI."a_ DD. 802. 

• Turner, AfI{/lo-Sazon.J, II. 128. 
• This is Welsh. Seebohm, VillGfle Oommunity, 2M, 292. . 
• This mode applied to Tower Pound and Troy PoDhd, but the amounts 

differed, the Tower Peony is 22 grains, the Troy 24. 
• A{frt:d' and Gutkru",., Thorpe, II. 48L 200 Bhillings of five pence make foor 

pounds and forty pence. 
7 PeU in Dpmuday 8tudiu, 288, releJ'8 to Inqllmtio Elit:MU. p. 88, Pampisford. 
• Large measures of weight would be connected with the amount which could 
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B,C, 55- could be conveniently derived from weighing' out small 
AD, 1066. quantities of the precious metals for payment', and that 

units of weight are obtaillahle from units of value expressed 
jin terms of gold or silver. The habit of paying by weight 
'appears to have been in common ~ at the time of the 
. Conquest, though payment "'as sometimes taken by tale. 
'even then', 

Th, , 51. Many of the irregularities in our metric system are 
~::u':i 0/ due to the fact" that it contains natura.! units of different 
""ito. orders, and that it consists to some extent of definitions of 

Mo ... of ...... 
putation. 

. bne unit in terms of another, The clearest instance of this is 
in the Calendar, where we have three distinct units of time,
the rotation 'of the earth, the moon's circuit and the earth's 
circuit; as these cannot be adjusted their relations can only 
be expressed in fractions. But something similar occurs in 
our system of measures of length where the relations of the 
rod, or plough unit, and the foot can only be expressed in 
fractions. A good illustration of a table of "moneys" which 
contain different natural units of value is found in the 
Brehon Laws·, 

In other cases where the larger measures consist of 
multiples and the .smaller ones of divisions of a natura.! unit 
it is difficult to account for the practice of one people in 
counting by twelves and another by tellJ!; some by fours and 
others by threes. Similar modes of counting were applied 
to quantities of different sorts, 

In weight the ton with ita twentieth part divided into 
quarters is a similar mode of computing to the smaller 
weight of the ounce divided into twenty pennies and far
things. So in measures of area; the acre consisting of four 
roods of forty perches each is 'COmputed in the same fashion 

be earrIecL Defioi_ of three ctistinct r..uu oceur In the Am .. oj M .......... , 
.ttributed 10 31 EeL L Theoe are respecIi.eI,y (a) 1500 !be. 01 240 _ 
(b) 2100 Ibs. 01Il00 pence, and (e) 2100 lbe. 01 240 pence. The Load 01 the Peak 
is _bed .. much BDlIIIIer than the 1east 01 _ Companl the phrase cum 

doobna eornDus de ldlva, in lJomuti4l1 L 199 b, 1, Suellewelle: alJo 2 Xing. 
r v.17. 

1 Ridgeway, Origia iJf Ctlrrtflq Mti Weight EtarulanUt 114-
• See for eumple the _ of Soham in Csmbridgeohire quoted OD p.171 below, 

also E...uon1e, Doooudav~~.l90 •• 1 • 
• Irish Laws, &.cA-", M~ I. 246. 
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. J ., I J . 
as the two-field carucate of 160 acres. With thIS a monetary B.C. 55-

. k f d . A.D. 1066. system corresponds also, as the mar 0 13s. 4 . contains 
160 pence'. Similarly the village or~isation at BamptoD 
described above' is arranged in sixteens, and the use of 
this muliiple suggests an affinity with the Mercian ounce 
of sixteen pence, but - it need not extend farther than to 
the mode of computation; they would naturally use the 
same method of multiplication for quantities of land and 
of money. 

52. Domesdav Book, in which so many of the incidents 
of English life before the Conquest are preserved, alsc record" u .... of 

the existence of an elaborate system of taxation which raises ..... """". 
the question as to the unit of assessment. There had l>een 
various collections of Danegeld in pre-Norman' times, and 
the Domesday Survey avowedly followed the old precedents. 

The hide is the unit of asse;sment over the greater part Hid,. 

of England; this word in its vague original sense referred to 
the land which was snitable for a family; and of course 
included arahle land and pasturage for the cattle which 
worked it'. The quarter of the hide was a virgate. These 
terms we no direct relation to land under plough, and as 
a unit of assessment the- hide was applied in Dorsetshire' 
to large tracts of land which may not have been cultivated' 

. 1 T. yards di make Do ~e in London to mete lands by. and that perche is . 
xvi fote eli loDge. In dyvera odor p1acia in this !anile they mete gronnde by pollis, 
goddie and roddis BOlD be of' niij foote, 80m of xx fote and 80m xxi fote in 
length. but of what length 800 ever they be Clx perches make an akir, for Il8 a. 
mark conteynetb Clx pence 800 every am land conteyneth CIx perchies, and as Do 

noble conteyneth lux pense 80 halt an aker lande eonteyileth lux· perchjs. 
TAe fOl'rll4 And tAe MelVre to mete land by. (time of Ed. IV.) in Lonce's .dnwld', 
011 ........ (1811), p. 178. 

The agreement between the two diJferent tables was commonly used as Ii 

tneans of calculating the size in acres and roods of any piece of laud, measured in 
perches. B. de Benese, Bol'e 0/ MeGl'Ul1l"ge 0/ Lande. 

mark = BDfe. tOd. = 1 rood. 
royal (10..) = S roods. 124. = S day works. 

Doble = ! acre. 1 grote = 1 do.i work. 
66. = 1 rood and v day wdrks. 1 p. = 1 percll. 

t See page 89, notet . 

• Bound in Domeaday Studiu. L 19. 
fo Ambrealege. Hrec 8Iltiquitus pro iii hidis fuit llooro.to., mout dicunt cartm de 

ecclesia (Eveaham). Sed.tempore regis Edwardi !nit numerata pro 11' hidiB illtel'" 
asilvam at planum, at tres hida3 ex eis IJUDt libora:l. DomtJllday, I. 176 hi 9. 

I EytOD, Keu to Domelday, Dor,et, 18. 
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B.C. 55- ~ at fall; but whin applied to arable land, it seems to have 
A.D. 1066. had reference to an area of 120 acres'. Professor Maitland 

has made it clear from an examination of entries in Cambridge
shire, where the total estimate of a village is given, and the 
fractional parts are stated as well in terms of virgates and 
acres, that the eqnation 1 hide = 4 virgates = 120 acres holds 
good '. This term, which is used as a unit of rateable value, 
points us back to a time when shares of lands were allotted 
to tribesmen according to the number of the cultivators. 
The term which is used, both under the Confessor and the 
~onqueror in the Danish parts of England, for the unit of 
assessment is carucate, with its eighth the bovate, and this 
is obviously derived from the stock which was needed to work 
the land'. For the purposes of ra.ting it apparently signified 
the same thing as the hide; but these fiscal terms do not 
give us direct light on the ioctual agricultural conditions of 
the villages to which they are applied'. 

Other places, and especially the towns, appeared to· be 
measured by a different unit, the hundred, or Iwlf-hwndred ': 
it has been suggested with much ingennity by Mr Round 
that these are really mUltiples of another unit which was 

1 Hr Round (...tncUnt (JharU,r" 68) pointe out that land at Tillingham, which 
is entered in one charter 88 a hide and a half and ten acres, is &lao de&cribed as 
• three holdings of 60 acres plus one of 10 acrea.' 

51 Domuday Booi a.nd Bt1Jtmd, p. 476. 
t The usual team W88 eight oxen. Compare the Dumbers of the ceama OD the 

Peterborougb estates, where eight is most common, though lids ill also freqa.eut. 
Liber Nigtr (11$-6) ill O7lr ....... P,troburg'''' (Camden Soclely). App. See aIoo 
p. 163, D. S, below. A bovate was the Jand suitable tor the maD ccmhibuting aD 

0%. Bound, DMM.do.,I Studiu, L 200. 
, There has been much ingenious argument baaed on the sapposition that the 

land assessed was land onder crop, and &hat we c:ao obtain iDtormatiOD as to the 
acres under tillage and the acres of fallow from • diac:riminating euminatioD of 
the terms of assessment (Cambridge .Ant'. &c. Comm.. VI. 41. 12). By this 
method Dr Taylor attempted to distinguish p1aees in Yorkahire where the three
field system. wae in Togue from those where the two-4eld "' .. practiaed (Domudo.y 
Studiu, L 157). Be argued that a earu.cate which was worked OD the three-Aeld 
system and had two fields under crop "'88 a88888ed .. two. But farther exami
Dation has shown that this mw is UDtenable. SteyOSOll. in BflglU4 Bu~ 
lievietD. v.142. Ma.itland. DtJ'IM.aall Booi tuUI Be,tnul. 486. 

6 The Tribal IDdage of the seventh ceuhlr1 WR8 made on tWa buia. aDd 
cases in the eleventh century eeem to show p1aeea where the old basis of rating 
WlUl ",tained. Corbelt, Tire Tri!>al Hidag. ill T ... _WM of l/oyal H .... Soc. 
XIV. 216. 
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primarily intended to estimate responsibiliiy for servicd in B.C. 66-

fi hid 'bl £, A.D. 1066. the fyrd. The possessor of ve es was responS! e or ' 
sending one man to the host; this is. stated as the custom 
in Berkshire, Exeter and Malmesbury'. It may well lie \ 
that the towns were aBfessed in terms of their military re
sponsibility, which was stated in multiples of five hides', and 
that this same assessment was taken to serve for their fiscal 
l-esponsibility with reference to levies of geld The town 
that was rated as one hundred, would be bound to furnish 

, , twenty soldiers for the fyrd', and also to pay £10, £5 at 
Christmas and £5 at Whitsuntide', when the geld was levie4 
at the usual rate of 28. a hide. The term hundred is used 
here not to denote an area, but as a mere unIt of assessment 
for military service and fiscal payments; though there can 
be no doubt th;"t the organisation of the hundred as a terri
torial and judicial division was much used in connection 
with the revenue, and the information in regard to the 
rating ,of each manor was taken &CooI'ding to the oaths of _ 
the men of the hundred. 

There is another term in Domesday which might at first Th. mao.' > 

sight appear to be a nnit of assessment; for we read that ~~!~ .1 
land was held pro ii 'IIULneriiB'; this however, as Professor paym ..... 

Maitland suggests', more probably describes the channel 
of payment, and has no direct bearing on the amount of 
payment. Manors were of mo!!t various sizes, and of very 
different values; but the owner of each manor, big or small, 
might well be responsible for the payment of the Danegeld 
for that estate. This too would explain part of the relation 

1 Bound in Domuday Studies, L 120. I Raw. Thorpe, 1:191 . 
• Bedeford tempore regia Edwardi pro dimidio hundredo se defendebat, at modo 

tacit in expeditioue et in navibus. Terr&. de hac villa Dtmquo.m fnit hidata. 
Damuda" L 209 a, 1. 

t Very severe measures were taken with anyone who WIl.8 Dot punctual in 
paying at the terms. Under Cnut persona four da.ys in arrears with their taxes 
were liable to forfeit their lands. and I wita' appears to bave been a payment in 
liou of forfeiture. Round, in Domutl.4y 8tvdia. L 89. 

I Ridmer1ege. Ulmar at Ulchetel tenuenmt pro ii Maneriia et poterant ire 
quo volebant. Dorneld4y, 1.17& a, 2. • 

e &kct PkM, Manorial (&lden &ciety), I. xl There is a curious entry regard
ing Neweton between the Ribble and the Kersey. Hojus Manerii aliam. terra.m. 
1. v homines quos drenchs voeabant pro :n maneriia tenebaot, sed hujus manerii 
Lcrewichea etlUlt, et inter omnea nx solid08 reddebaot. Dotlle,day. I. 269 b, 2. 
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B.C. 5&- 'between the fre~ tenants' and th~ lord of the' manor; if he 
A.D. 1066. was responsible in the first instance for their fiscal payments 

they would form part of the manor as a 'unit of geldability,' 
even if the lord had no other claims upon them, and they 
owed him no military service. Wef>may thus think of tbe 
hide (or carucate) as the unit of assessment, and of the 

Facl1itiu 
for 
foreign. 
trade. 

manor as the localprgan, through which payments were made. 
53. The fact that the' English had come- to require 

and make use of definite measures of all sorts is one of the 
moet obvious proofs of the progress of society; they were in 
possession of the skill and terminology by which men are able 
to drive a bargain with precision. This, would be of use for 
all the purposes of daily life, and for the internal trade at 
little markets, but there is other evidence which showa that 
there were increased facilities for foreign trade as well. 

Fized 
custom •. 

a. The improvement in this respect is partly parallel to 
the changes which have been noticed above, where persopal 

<- duties gave place to specified obligations which were incident 
to the possession of property; in a somewhat similar fashion 

. the position of the foreign trader was rendered definite and 
his obligations were limited and became precise as custonia. 

The kings at first exercised a personal protection over the 
few chapmen who wandered about the country, a protection 
which Charles the Great assured to English merchants; but 
they could hardly hope to \,btain this favour if they came 
empty handed. It is thus that English traders in the 
present day have to secure their footing in half barbarous 
countries by presentl! and bribes; it is an immense advantage 
to them, as it was to early merchants here, when regular and 
fixed rates of tolls are substituted for these gifts. This im
proved practice had been partially introduced in the eleventh 
century, as we know the tolls which were charged at 
Billingsgate in the time of .<Ethelred 1. 

1 DOOfIU of LONdOfi (Law. of EtAtlrul, lY. t 2), Thorpe, •. 800. Ton, were 
demanded at iDlaud towns al well &8 at seaporta. "Wainshilling" and "load 
penny" at Worcestef (899) are de&eribed as dues that always go to the king 

« BDd cannot therefore be remitted or fl8lrigned by an alderman (Thorpe, lJip . 
.Ang. 188). Bot these were eometimee granted by the king. AI e.g. Edgar granted 
(978) the market dues at Taonton to the See of Winchester (Thorpe. Dip. ,And. 
235); or &8 Cnot did to CanterbW'1 (10'.l3): "And I give io the same monaatery 
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b. Besides providing for the protection of the tfader tte B.C. 55-; 

Anglo-Saxon dooms also contain much legislation In regard ~.1066. 
to commercial crime. Business had to be conducted publicly' me!";.l 

before witnesses, as tbere was no ineans o'f"giving a regular enme. 

receipt, and it might o~en have been difficult for a man 
to prove that he had not stolen a purchased article unless his 
statement was supported by testinlony; hence the obligation 
of trading "in port." But there was danger of dishonesty in 
rural occupations also; horses or cattle might be stolen and 
hence it was necessary for men who wished to live at ·peace 
to form associations for mutual·aid in the pursuit of nefarious • 
persons. The regulations for the City of London are 'Very Gild •• 

iuteresting', and those of the Cambridge gild are worth 
noting also'. These were less concerned with the recovery 
of property than with enforcing due money penalties for 
manslaughter and personal injuries. It is most unfortunate 
that the ordinances of the cnighten gild, which existed in \ 
London in the time of Henry I.' and of the similar gilds • 
in Canterbury'. and Winchester', have not been preserved 
for the suhBiBtence of the same monks, the haven of Sandwich, and all the 
landings and dues of both sides of the stream. lee own the land whoever owns 
it, from Peppeness to Marlleet; 80 that when it is full flood, and the ship is 
afloat, 88 far 88 a taper ue can be cast from the ahip upon the l&nd. let the 
ministers of Cb.ristchurcb receive the dll88 .••.•. And theirs shall be the ship. and 
the f~ over the haven, and the toll of all ships .. oand all tha.t which is found 
on this side of the middle of the sea, and brought to Sandwich, be it 8 garment, 
be it a. nett or .. weapon, or iron, gold or silver, the half part shall be for the 
monks and the other part shall be for him who Anda it I, (Thorpe. Dip . .A'IIg. 817). 
On tolla at later periods, see pp. 217, 277. 

J Law of EdrDortl, L Thorpe, L 159. Law, of £tMlItan, 10, 12. 'l.'horpe, 
L 205. Latin of EtlgGr, 8upplement, S. Thorpe, L 276. Special care was taken 
in reg.trd to certain c1a8Se8 of goods, auch as cattle and old. clothes, where the 
presumption ot theft wu particularly strong. Law, 01 Edward the ConfU807'. 88. 
Thorpe, I. 461. 

I Atthelltap', LAllI', v. Thorpe, L 229. It is at least doubtful whether these 
judicia a.re properly described 88 gild ordinances. Dr Gross (GildG MfrcGtoria, 11) 
treats them 88 police ngulations imposed from above, not framed by the members 
of an 888OCiation or gild for themselves. In later times it was Dot DDCOmmOD for 
the rules of • cnift gild mad. by tho members to be omforced by tho weight of 
municipal authority. 

8 Cooper's .cfnnal., L 11., The ordinances of the gildS wh\ah ensted early in 
the eleventh century at Exeter, Woodbur,y and Abbotsbury show that they were 
primarily religious organisations for providing masses for the 80nIs of deceased 
brethren. 

" RyDlt!r, l<'«dtra, L 11. Compare Unwin, OiUII of LondofJ. 28. 
~ Kemble, (JtHl~z Dipl. D. 88. 

,0 Liber WintoD, 1 (Domuday Bool, m. 681). See below, p. 219. 

~a 9 
• 
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, I' ' 
B.C. 65-1 T~ere is'some ibcidental and circumstantial evidence' which 
A.D.I066. goes to show that they were really gilds of merchants', and 

Ithey may have been the germs of the gilds merchant, which 
! were established' in so many towns in the twelfth and 
'thirteenth centuries. 

T....u 
policy. 

Begvlo....... 

c. There are also some slight indications of a trade policy: 
so far as exports were concerned, the chief desire was that we 
should not part with them too easily. It seemed a pity that 
valuable goods should go to foreigners except on terms that 
were really remunerative. The weigh' of wool was to be sold 

.for 120 pence; and if any was sold at a cheaper rate, both 
the buyer and seller were to forfeit 46 shillings to the king'. 
In all probability wool was even then a principal article of 
export; it is enumerated in Henry of Huntingdon's account 
of the valuable products of England'; and the fact that the 
fleece was worth i of the sheep·, seems to show that wool
growing was very profitable. We shall come across many 
instances of similar laws protecting native products in after 
tiules7• • 

The one surviving set of regulations for the transactions 
of foreign merchants is also of great interest, as it indicates 
a scheme of policy that wa.. enforced for many centuries. 
The foreigner was only to sell wholesale', and he was not 
to interfere with the employments of native Englishmen 
by engaging in any work which the citizens were. wont to 

1 Dr _, who has caI1ed attention 10 lb. _ .. referred 10 in !he lex;' 

has \reated !he .. hole subject vory earefolly in hho Gild4 M ... <atoriG, pp. 1~ 
and 98. He showB that; the tenn orrighl was commooly used as the deeigoatioD. 01 
townsmen in charters, along with the Portgerefa. The conneetiOD of the London 
gild with Portsoken wud is at.o of intereaL 

S Somner, Aftligu.itiu of Caflterhry. (Ed. Batteby) I. 179. In an exchange 
of land he!weeD the giLl awl Chriatclmrch, Ibe gild is deacribed .. !he enigh" 
41 Oanterbu'1l or U4pmU.ttn (JiJd. 

• The weigh .... halt ...... ; !he ..... oooaisted of t .. enty.eight (or thirty) 
BIooe of 12i lhe. ..un.. of M .... .., .. , 81 Eel. L 

• Lattl. 0/ Edgar, u.. 8. Thorpe, L 27L The setting of • ftxed minimum of 
price for aD export is worlb. not.ice u this early date; the same polieJ' wu 
ntterwards enfon:ed by par1iameDl, aDd also by l4erohsnt Compaojea. pp. 814, .,,, 

• See below, p. 100. • 
• Crail<, P;.torUU Hu.m. of Eogu...d, L 265. lI7L 
• See below. pp. S08. 4118, also above, p. 78, Do 4-
, Not 1ese than !wolve poIIDcIs of pepper or epieeo, aDd cIolhs of silk, wool '" 

linen were to be sold in the piece. . 
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do, or by taking up retail trade'. This inleresting set 'of B.C. 65;
dooms is chiefly concerned with defining the liberties of A.D. lUG&. 

the townsmen and protecting them against the abuses of 
royal power; but we also learn that the positiou of the 
foreigu merchant was oot wholly uncertain and merely 
dependent on the personal favour of the monarch and the 
protection it afforded. The Rouen merchants who brought .dIu.... 

wine had secured definite conditions for the exercise of their 
calling, and the Men of the Emperor had obtained a factory 
in London with speC"ial commercial inlmunities. In this case, 
as well as when rights over fairs and markets were granted I 

to special proprietors, the royal control of trade came to be 
exercised under the form of proprietary grants,. and .the 
royal demands were rendered precise when they were ex-
pressed as specific obligations. 

540. The practice of exchange had gone 80 far, at the time Tmd<o 

of the Confessor, that it had greatly affected the structnre ofdi"!::.., 
society. Regular intercourse would soon undermine the self- :'~~
sufficiency of the separate communities: the mere fact that 
coinage was coming more and more into circulation shows 
t hat trade was becoming more general. The increase of 
trade, too, gave opportunity for more specialisation and greater 
division of employments. An early example of reflections on 
the combination of employments and its advantages is to be. 
found in Archbishop lElfric's Colloquium', which was written B'f .... A.D. 

for the purpose of instructing English boys in the Latin tongu"- 10.>1.. 

It is a dialogue between the teacher and a number of men 
who were engaged in work of different kinds. It gives us a 
vivid picture of the day's work of the ploughman and his boy. 
with all he had to do, as well as the duties of the oxherd, who 
tended the cattle at nigh t in the pasture. We read also of 
the king's hunter. who took game with nets and also hunted 
with dogs; he was provided with food and clothing !'I'd a 
horse by his royal master. There was a fisherman, too, who 
fi..hed in the rivers and found a good market in the ·towns, 
but who rarely went on the sea and was too timorous to try 
tu catch a whal,,- There was a hawker, as well as a merchant, 

1 Lam. of EdfD(lm tA. CuajUMW, Lihrt4I (Ji~ 'l'horpe. L 4.64., 
• Thorpe, ..w.z..t .. .d.g/q-~ p. 101.. 

9-2 
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B.C. 5~ whO boasted t!at he was of service to the king, and the 
A.D. 1066. alderman, and the wealthy, and all the people, for he went in 

his ship, with his goods, and 'bought precious things' which 
were not native to England, and brought them across, despite 
the perils of the deep and the risks: of shipwreck. And when 
he brought them he tried to sell them for more here than he 
paid there, so that he might have some gain and support his 
wife and son. The salt maker, the baker, and the cook follow; a 
group of artisans is next introduced, and the question is pro
pounded, Which is the be~t of crafts 1 ~ The reply is tillage, 

.8 since the ploughman feeds us all. But the smith objects 
that he is more necessary, since he supplies the ploughshare, 
and the coulter, and goad, and indeed the implement.q for 
every craft. The wright puts in his claims to preeminence, 
and the discussion is closed by the wise man, who repeats his 
view, as to the primary importance of tillage, while he exhorts 
them all to be diligent in their respective callings. In this 
interesting picture of eleventh century society we see that 
there were such facilities for exchange that the division of 
employments could be carried out to some extent, while at 
the same time the inter-connection of these employments 
and the necessity of their harmonious working for the 
common good are clearly recognised. 

We have also an interesting statement, from pre-Norman 
times, of the end which all these various callings seemed 
to subserve. King Alfred has left on record his views of 
national prosperity and of the means by which the king 
should strive to attain it. The passage is introduced in his 
translation of Boethius'. .. When Wisdom had sung this lay, 
he was silent, and the mind then answered and thns said; 
o Reason, indeed thou knowest that covetousness, and the 
greatness of this earthly power, never well pleased me, nor 
did I very much yearn after this earthly authority. But 
nevertheless, I was desirous of materials for the work which 
I was commanded to perform; that was, that I might 
honourably and fitly guide and exercise the power which 

• ne imported purple, Bilk. gems, gold, d1"'l .-. dyes, wine, oil, hoD', 
latten, brass, tin, BUlphur and g18.8l. 

. • Boelhius, L Co 17 b: King .A1/ruf, Woru, ... 452 (Jubilee ed.). 
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was committed to me. Moreover, thou knowest that no B.C. 66-

man can shew any skill, or exercise or control any power, A.D. 1061l. 

without tools" and materials. That is of every craft; the 
materials, without whioh man cannot exercise the craft. 
This then, is a king's material and his tools to reign with; 
that he have his land well peopled; he must have bead-men, 
and soldiers, and workmen. Thou knowest that without 
these tools no king can shew his craft. This is also his 
materials which he must have beside the tools; provision for 
the three classes. This is, then, their provision; land to. 
inhabit, and gifts, and weapons, and' meat, and ale, and: 
clothes, and whatsoever is necessary for the three chisses. 
He cannot without-'these preserve the tools, nor without the 
tools accomplish any of those things which he is commanded 
to perform. Therefore I was desirous of materials wherewith 
to exercise the power, that my talents and fame ~hould not 
be forgotten, and concealed. For every craft and every 
power soon becomes old, and is passed over in silence, if it 

. be without wisdom; for no man can accomplish any craft, 
,yithout wisdom. Because whatsoever is done through 

• folly, no one can ever reckon for craft;. This is now 
especially to be said; that I wished to live honourably 
whilst I lived, and after my life to leave to the men who 
were' after me, my memory in good' wor~s." 

Of King Alfred it may certsinly be said that he attained 
the object of his noble ambition; but his whole view of state
craft;, and of the duty of a king to interest himself actively 
in all the different sides of national life, is in itself in. 
structive, and may help us to understand. the immense 
influence for good and for evil, which was exercised by the 
crown in subsequent reigns. 



·n. FEUDALISM. 

1 THE NORMAN CONQUEST AND ITS EFFECTS. 

~ Pi7~~GO 55. IN a preceding paragraph an attempt has been 
The .. made to trace the gradual change by which, both in the 
dem .. " 0/ kingdom and th~ manor, personal ties developed into pro-

prietary obligations. The whole social fabric was kept to
gether by a number of contracts between different holders 
of land; the land which was commended to a powerful neigb- , 
bour was secured from other aggressors by a contract; the 
office which was granted. to a judge or a sheriff was held 
under terms of a contract; the gebur's tenure of land was 
a contract between the manorial lord and his serf, in terms 
of land and service. Such is the form under which these 

,various social relationships can be described; but oppor
tunities of revising the terms of any of these bargains rarely 
~occurred; men,.were generally forced to accept a position 
'which had been defined long before they were born and 
!which they could do little or nothing to improve. The 
main desire of the trader or agriculturist was that of 
having a clearly defined position, as this afforded a security 
against the arbitrary exercise of irresponsible power. Each 
individual amoog the people had a definite status, deter
mined by his relations to other individuals; and hence they 
composed, not a community, nor a tribe, still less a nation, 

, but a feudal system in which each man took his place. I not thro~gh ties of blood or loyalty, still less through citizen-
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ship, but in accordance with inherited and forced, ratheJ A.D. 1066 
than free, contracts. 1-1272-

The mere attempt to portray the characteristics of a 
feudal system brings iJ\OO light itS grave defects-defeets 110 def.aI •• 

which soon called forth antagonistic influencea Indeed the 
reaction was at work from such an early time that it is 
probably more correct to say that there was an active feudaJ.-
ising tendency, of which the effects still survive, than to 
speak of feudalism as a system,-for the system was breaking 
np before it was completely formed. In the times when the I 
tendency first showed itself, there was no sufficient public 
protection; men had to seek secnrity by agreement with 
tbeir neighbours; tbere was no sufficient machinery for 
guarding the realm or administering justice; for national 
enthusiasm or public spirit, there was no place in a feudal 
system' .. Such a system was necessarily only a passing stage 
of soc;;'1 progress; had the national life been permanently 
confined by its nalTOW restrictions, no great material achieve-
ments could ever have been accomplished. For growth) 
and development imply change; tbe feudal contracts would\ 
have so fettered individuals as to check all energy and 
enterprise'. 

There can be little doubt tbat feudalism gave far greater TIl •. ~.g'. 
securities for person and property than there bad been before po .. _. ~ 
it arose; but it is to be noticed that, when" it had once be-
come an organised social system, the whole of its working 
depended to an extraordinary extent on the personal character 
of its head. 

Up till the time of Cnut tbere had been a gradual ex- A.D. 1017. 

tension of the royal power; in the Norman reigns we see it 
reaching its greatest vigour; the first William checked the 
tendency for tbe great feudatories to become independent of 
tbe king, and made the relationship of each subject to the 
crown to be clearly felt; the Domesday Boole with its con-
stantly repeated .. quando re~epit" marks the. beginning of 

, G. W. P. Hegel, PhJo."phy of Huw'1l, 885. 
t The deleterious decte of many traditional covenants in farm. leases-as to 

the coarse to be. adopted, &c.-are becoming generally recognised. and are lUI. 

iuBtancc, OD a 8uuill scale, of the evil noted in the text. 



\ 1~6 . FEUDALISM. 
\ . 

A.D. 1066 this definite assertion of royal authority over all conditions of 
-1272. men in the land, and of royal iuterest in the details of their 

circumstances. The king is the centre of the whole, and it is 
by their relationship to him that tlte various tenants in chief 
are connected together; with each the king has a definite 
compact-such possessions held in return for such services. 
Looking back on this feudal system we find that it worked 
so differently in different reigns that it is impossible to 
appmise it as good or as bad;' when we see what society 

"".119S- became at the times, such as Stephen's reign, when the 
1154. 'authority of the king was set at nought· and the whole 

fabric fell to pieces in consequence, we- are inclined tq pass 
a judgment> on the tymnny of William different from that 
which we should pronounce if we contrasted his rule with 
government by a modern constitutional monarch. 

Of all the cant which is current in the present day about 
history, none is more pernicious than that which professes to 
be' concerned, not with kings and battles, but with the life 
of the people, and so discards the story of real personages 
and real events in order to busy itself about an abstraction. 
It is true indeed that in modern times the life of the 
people can be treated apart from the consideration of the 

T,{fl:::.:r' personal character of George IV. or William IV. But in 
the Norman reigns this was not the case; security for person 
and property, intercourse with other nations and commercial 
advance were directly connected with the personal character 
of the king; the life of the people was most deeply affected 
in every way by the strength or weakness of his disposition. 
It would be interesting to try to explain the reasons of this 

1 flWhen the traitom pereeived thai he was B mild man. and • 10ft and a good, 
and that. be did not. enforce justice, they did aD wODder •••.••• Every rich man 
builL his eastJea &lid clefended them against him, &lid they ftIled the laDd IuD of 
.. sileo. They greatly opprestle(j the wre~hed people by mslUng them w ... k '" 
theee <aStIes, &lid .. hell the ... Ileo ....... fiDiehed they filled them with devila and 
evil men.. Then they took those wbom &hey BDSpeCted &0 have a.oy good!, by night. 
and by d&7. seizing both men IUId womea, and they pul them in prison for their 
gold and silveI', and tortured them with pains UIl8peabble, for DeTer were any 
JI13rtyra tormented as they were," Englil' lJArvaide, 1187 (Bohn'. 8eriea). 

, EttglU,. CAnnricle, 1081, tee al80 011 Henry L II He "' ... good man IlDd great 
'Was the awe of himi DO man dorsi ill treat another In his time: he made peace 
for men and deer."' Englid Clwmride,ll35. 
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ebange, and to sh:w why the personality ot the king wb'ich 'A.D. 10:6 

was so all important long ago is of comparatively little -12711. 

moment now; but it is merely idle to ignore the fact, or. to 
try to undenitand the history of the N orman reigns without 
taking it into aceount. 0 • 

We may fully believe that feudalism was the best social 
system possible in England in the eleventh century; but the 
very fact that it was so, marks the extraordinary difference 
between that age and this. Nowadays the free play of indi- Littl< /< 
vidual self-in.terest is 8.'!SDmed in commercial arrangements, :::T..J.::' 
and this force has given the greatest possible incentive to thJ onIeJ"p>';" 

dev!,lopment of industry by inventions, and of commerce by 
euterprise; the main principle of much commerciallegislatiou 
in this country has been that of giving free .scope to this 
individual, self-interested activity. But for this the social 
system gave no scope whatever during the Norman reigns; 
there could be but little desire ~f aceumulation when the 
ever-recurring tallages, aIds and fines, were sure to empty," 
the hoards that had been filled during several preceding 
years. There could be no enterprise in seeking out a new .11 ag,'" 
line of life, for each villain was bound to the land, and no cul'.re, 

lord would willingly part with his services; there could be no 
high tarming while the custom of the manor and the col. 
lective ownership of the teams forced all to adopt the same 
system'. Even in trade, there was little opportunity o{ind ..... u 

raising oneself, for the prices of articles of native production 
for which there would be much competition were regulated . 
by authority'; and merchants too were subject to special or IrcW. 
risks, or to special fines for protection, as well as to heavy 
trading dues. If the royal authority was a key-stone for the 
whole social fabric, it is not less true that the condition of 
industry and commerce was directly affected by the royal . 
decisions; the initiative in progress, where progress was 
made, lay far less with individual traders than with the king 
himself. • 

The 8tory of the reigns 'of William's two' sons brings into [mi ... 
clear light the extraordinary influence which the personal ufu6. 

, 0. tl!e brook·upollbla system ... below, p. 897. 
t At least in accordance with legal regolatiOllBj see below, p. 250. 
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A.D. 1066 character of the king exercised on tbe whole condition of 
:;~~~7- society and on every relation of life. The Red King, with 
1100. some chivalrous benevolence, yet fearing neitber God nor 

man, made the most of every occasjon for extortion which 
'.D. 1004. the ingenuity of Ranulf Flambard was able to devise, so as 

to support a body of mercenaries and to defray the cost of 
A.D. 1092. building great castles and defences at Chepstow, Carlisle, and 

elsewhere. The military obligations, to which the tenants 
had become liable under the Couqueror, were more stringently 
demanded; what was implied in the whole Domesday Survey, 
Lut never stated there, was now logically expanded and 

f ruthles.sly enforced. The feudal system of taxation was 
that of giviug aid as occasion demanded, and the art of 

• the crown advisers consisted in making occasions. So too 
each great office, supported as it was by revenues of some 
kind or another, was looked upon as a possession granted 
by the king, and for the bestowal of which he might fairly 

... demand a relief; the public responsibilities of officers of state 
were unthought of, and the sacred calling of priests and 
bishops was ignored 1. The worst abuses of the reigu of the 
Red King are recorded in the charter', in which Heury I. 
specifies the evils he will seek to remedy. 

E.,.." I. In the reign of a wise ad ministrator like Henry L we 
tM:1OO- find that all this is completely changed; it was in him to 

develop a well-organised and firm government, so that the 
people might be at p~ while the king profited by their 
immunity from violence. The exactions of Henry were per
haps more oppressive, in a sense, than even those of Rufus, 
since they were more freq. ent; for the large occasional aids 
of these times were not supposed to fall upon income, but 
to be drawn from the accumulated hoards of severa.! seasons. 

I On the death of • bishop the revenues were treated 88 eeeheating to the kina'. 
of whom he held his office . 

• .. L Sciatis me Dei misericordia et COIlIDl1llli COlIJIiIio bonmam 1oIi .. regal 
Anglim ejusdem regni legem coronalum esse; et quia regnam oppreMDJD eral 
injustis euctioniboa, ... Dei respectu et amore quem erga. T08 habeo, IllDCtam 

( Dei eeeleaiam imprimil libenuo facio, ita quod nee Tendam, DeC ad 1lrmam ponam, 
nee mortuo a.rehiepiseopo sive epiacopo siTe abhat.e aliquid accipiam de c1ominico 
rcelesile vel de hominibas ejus donee nooeasor jn eam. 1Dgredietar. Et 0IDDeI 

DJWaa con.suetodinea quibua regnu.m A..nglUe injQste opprimebatar Inde aafero; 
quas maIa.I eonnetudiDea G parte hie PODO:" &c. Stubbe, Sekc. (JAd,. ... , p. 100. 
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Yet even in spite of all this the Lion of Justice did so far A.~. !066 
maintain security for life and property as to give more .. 

1272
• 

favourable conditions for industry than had been known for 
many preceding years. 1t was thus that the needed initia-
tive was taken by the king, and that trade began to thrive. 
If the king profited, it was because of the comparative pros-
perity of the people under his rule; and when the terrible 
anarchy of the so-called reign of Stephen was over, the Bame. 
course was pursued by Henry II. 

It is in the reigns of the second Henry and his sons that H~':"ML 
we see the crowD. attaining to its highest pitch of irrespon- t189. 
sible power; his governing is no longer the· reckless self- fr;;t~:'; 
assertion of a tyrant like Rufus, but an unfettered sway by 
the head of a great social system, of which all the parts were 
completely subordinated to himself. This result was partly 
attained by the- commutation of the personal knightly 
service, . which had been expeoted in the preceding reigns 
from those who held land by military tenure, for the pay- , 
ment of 8cldage, with which the king could maintain a more Boutag •• 

regular army. A somewhat similar change had taken place 
with regard to other contributions for military purposes; it 
had begun when lEthelred levied geld, to hire mercenaries, Da"odd. 

insteaci of calling out the national hOst'• Each demand for 
Danegeld was practically based on the duty of assiSting to . 
repel an invader; and though the excuse for the levy of sti· 
pendiary Danegeld ceased under the Confessor, the people 
were still liable to the old obligation of assisting to defend 
the realm. In the first Norman reign it was levied on 
several occasions; and in 1084 at the treble rate of six 
shillings per hide; Rufus took a geld of four sbillings per 
hide in 1096, and his successors were able to extort the tax 
annually. When Henry II. obtained money in lieu of 
knightly service, be rendered the crown more free from 
the recurrence of embarrassments, such as those which 
had prevented Harold from keeping his levi~s togather on 
the south coast or had stood in William's way when he called 
his barons to aid him in his crusade for a kingdom. 

The feudal system in England was in form one of 

1 On the whole subject see Round in Domesday Studies, t. p. 77. 
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~~1~~6 coutracts between the klDg as centre of the whole, and eacD 

.of his tenants; but there was no public opinion to determine 
the contracts, and no public authority to see that they were 
truly carried out on both sides; no," did any of his successors 
show the same conscientiousness ill trying to be lair, as is 
evidenced for us in the pages of William's Survey. When 
the tenants were able to elude the performance of their 

A.n,rchy. . obligations, society fell into a state of anarchy; when the 
king was strong enough to hold his own, he was strong 
enough to defy resistance and to strain the obligations of the 

• barons in his own favour-he was practically irresponsible. 
Thus the peciod of feudalism was not so stagnant as the 
nature of the system might have led us to expect; there was 
a constant change from anarchy to ir"esponsible monarchy, 
and from irresponsible monarchy to anarchy. Through the 
whole of this political ferment new ideas began to spread, 
till new social forces made themselves felt, and new institu-

'- tions arose. 
NMmMI 56. The modifications, which were introduced during 
'tt.-::.iniBt

, ... the Norman ·reigns. into the administrative system, were 
undoubtedly due in many cases to the influence of Norman 
advisers or to the el<perience which had been gathered in the 
government of that duchy. This is most clearly seen·in the 
constitution of the Exchequer', and the limitations which 
were put on the power of the great feudatories; but there 

! has sometimes been a tendency to exaggerate these changes 
i and to speak as if William the Conqueror introduced the 
feudal system into England. A social system cannot be 
introduced like' a new fashion from France, and it had been 
growing for generations in England before his time. Most 

• '-D. 1017. important steps had been taken nnder Cnut. Till his reign 
we may trace the absorption of authority intO the kingly 
office; from his time onward we may rather notice the 
leasing out of royal rights to partiCUlar individuals, and 
for particuJaio. districts. It was he who reorganised the 
national system, of defence on a basis of contract, while hie 
forest laws anticipated much of the regulation that is popu
larly ascrihed to the Conqueror. 

1 Hados. EzcAtqwr. iv, II 4, 5 . 

.. 
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The changes made by William of Nor..b.andy~ were :dot i.D:I066 
forced upon the country generally, but were introduced c!:~" 
whenever the death of the tenant or his participation in ani'i:::..911uJ 
of the rebellions, including resistance to the original invasion, hold .... 

gave occasion for the redistribution of the soil. Such landS\ 
were then granted on the condition of military service, while 
the Danegeld was exacted again, and more frequently than 
before; the military resources of the country were thus I 
immensely increased; but it is rather true to say that a 
military direction ~aS given to the existing feudalism than 
that the Normans introduced the feudal system. A glance at, 
a page of Domesday Book will certainly show that a very large 
number of landholders had been d~possessed on one· pretext 
or other; all, except ecclesiastical corporations, who con-
tinued to hold their lands, did so because they were reinstated 
in them by the king; but the terms on which land was 
held were never arbitrarily altered. We thus get important 
evidence to show how far the process of feudalisation had .. 
gone before the death of the Confessor. By far the larger 
number of 80chemanni in Cambridgeshire bad been bound to 
render avera and inward, or to pay a composition; and the 
relation of Earl Harold to Edward is very parallel to that of 
Earl Alan to William. 

The Conqueror modified the character of English feudal- and in iluJ 

ism by taking steps to secure the effective control of the =~I 
crown over the military resources of the land. He would have 
no great feudatories like the house of Godwin under Edward. 
or Edwin and Morear under Harold; a strict limit was placed 
on the powers assigned to the most trusted favourite, and a 
direct relationship established between each of the numerous 
smaller tenants and the king himself'. He did not commit 
more than one county to the hands of any single earl, and he 
gave real authority to the sheriffs in each shire. The success 
of this policy can be best seen by comparing the histories of 
the kings of England and of Scotland or France. The Scottish 

. crown never kept the great families in real·subjection; but 
it was only by unusually persistent combinations, or at times • 

I Freeman, NormOllJ Oonquut. v. 866. 
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A.D.I066~ oflspeci.t\ weakness, that the barons were able to resist or 
-1272. control an English king. 
s:,":: That the feudal system was not brought from abroad and 

imposed from above becomes still clearer when we fix our eyes 
more closely on the evidence of the felt necessity for commit
ting one's life and property to the protection of another; the 
extension of the king's • peace' l'nd of the jurisdiction of his 
officers have been noted above', along with other signs of 
this tendency; while in later days people were only too glad 
to buy a measure of exemption and to t;eat for the right to 

,manage their own affairs. Not only was regal protection 
sought after; freemen commended themselves to a lord of 
the manor while presex;ring a measure of their freedom; or 
laymen made over their property to a monastery in order to 
have the advantage of the exemptions which Church lands 
enjoyed; this tendency was at work and gave occasion for 

A.D. 1290. special legislation in the reign of Edward 1 A system 
which was the natural outcome of such deeply rooted and 

.. widely operative tendencies was certainly no foreign im
portation. 

Changtd 
~ ,dation. 

with the 
OcmtiMnt. 

On the other hand it is hardly possible to exaggerate tIie 
importance of the new factors that were brought into play by . 
the close connection which now subsisted between England 
and the Continent. From the time when the Romans left 

~7't 401- Britain, till the days of Alfred, England had been almost 
entirely isolated from the rest of the civilised world; the 
occasional visits of merchants and the journeys of eccle
siastics were, after all, few and far between. The energies 

A.D. 860. of Alfred and the reforms of Dunstan had done something to 
check the decay, and to enliven the stagnant energies; but 
England was not really recalled from its isolation till it was 

"D. 1017. absorbed in the great Danish empire, and made to partake in 
the commerce and adventure of the Northmen. Thongh this 
life was fresh 'and vigorous, it was in some ways ruder than 
our own; and the Norman Conquest is more important 
than the Danish, not so much because it introduced a new. 

• and fre.her element, as because it brought us in closer contact 
with all that was best in Christendom at the time. 

1 See above. H 48, 47. 
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Of aU races in Europe the Normans wete most fitted to A..D. 1066 

play this part; the conquerors of Neustria had been too few to ;,::72. 
introduce QlaIly usages of their own, but they admired and Norm ..... 

appropriated the culture of the people over whom they had •. D.912. 

gone to rule. The origiha1 stock differed little from that of 
the Danes; the Normans, too, had been pirates and adven" 
turers; they had, however,ceased to be mere pirates when they 
obtained the power in England. Still, the spirit of adventure 
was not dead among them; they found their way to Sicily &-».1029. 

and the Mediterranean, and they were foremost among the 
Crusaders. It was chiefly because England had become the • 

. possession of the Normans, that she was drawn out of her 
isolation to take a place among the nations and have a part 
in the life of Christendom. 

Even in this matter also we ~ay notice the importance Perto...l 

of the pe!""nai characters of the kings and of their dynastic :r,t""i' 
relationships. William the Conqueror had married Matilda " ..... , .. " •. 
of ')'landers, and the first great immigration of foreign .. 
artisans was partly determined by the fact that the Flemish 
weavers hoped to find a protectress in the queen; Richard's 
ambition as a crusader, John's failure in his continental 
schemes and, more than aU, his homage to the Pope, had no 
little effect in determining the course of English progress; 
while the spasmodic piety of the third Henry had much to do 
with attracting the colonies of religious. meu who set them- . 
selves to repair the destruction which William had made 
when he devastated Yorkshire. In each reign we have new 
foreign connections, and new foreign elements· introduced. 
Some remained alien, like. the favourites of Henry, and were 
at length expelled from English soil; but others were as
similated so as to become part and parcel of the English 
people, and to be important elements in the development of 
English industry and commerce. 

It may not be fanciful to compare the economic changes .t~w 
which took place at the Norman Conquest through the advent 'W~ .. '" 
of foreign rulers to England, with those that hIl.ve occurred in :t~': 
India under the British government. We have ereated an 
effective rule over all parts of that Empire; and the establish
ment of one centre of supreme administration, as a power 
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A.D.I066 which makes it~elf felt in every part of the land, bears some 
-1272. analogy to that which worked in English as compared with 

Continental feudalism. India. has been suddenly brought in 
contact with Western civilisation. English arts and inven
tions are being introduced on e~ery side and are trans
forming the character of the native workmanship aud 
economic institutions. While the probable social and moral 
effects of this sudden revolution are most difficult to 

::i~:"'"ic . forecast, there can be no doubt of the extraordinary way 
in which the country 'has been opened up and its resources 

• have been developed. English fashions and furniture Bre 
preferred by enlightened rulers; aud buildings for the 
English officials and their native imitators are rising in every 
station and in many cities. All this has some analogy with 
the time when the Normans flocked here and the great period 

;/::,.'.;.4 oj of church building began; there has been so much rebuilding 
building. at different times, so much destruction at others, that it is 

... difficult for us to form any conception of the actual amoUl.t 
of masons' work that was accomplished under the Normans 

• and early Plantagenets; the abbeys and cathedrals whi,ch 
were erected then may be counted by tens, and the parish 
churches by thousands. Anyone who will take a single 
county aud look for evidences of Norman, Transitional and 
Early-English work may easily convince himself with his own 
eyes that this is ne exaggeration. And as we instinctively 
feel that activity in the erection of new buildings is a BUre 
sign of the prosperity of a town or village now, we may infer 
that an age when so many admirable stone buildings were 
completed, for civil and military as well as for ecclesiastical 
purposes, in so many different places, was on the whole a 
time of general prosperity. 

Mo"?l 57. The foreign influence was also effective in forming 
N.'.....,'. new moral sentiments; the field was well prepared for their 

growth, for human nature could not be strictly tied down 
within the limits prescribed by the feudal system; and when 
the obligation: of vassals were wrongfully strained by Rufus 
or later kiugs, who took full advantage of their irresponsibility, 
all that was best in human nature was set in antagonism to 
the social system. The force of reaction gave scope for the 

'\ 
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religious and the adventurous spirits of the time; but botn A.D. 10Gll 

had grown to be considerable powers in continental countries, -;;:::!,,;.,. 
and especially in France. In t~at land the royal po.wer had :t.{1.:::''' 
not hitherto made itself effectively felt; anarchy like that 
of Stephen's reign was tht. normal condition of affairs, since 
private war between the barons never ceased. The king's Th. king'. 

peace was not respected, and there were no royal tribunals to , ..... 
punish breaches of it; whatever security was gained for the 
husbandman and the plough, for the weak and unprotected, 
was gained by the struggle of the Church to maintain the 
.peace of God ,. In so far as the warfare· of the barons was , 
kept within limits, it was through the establishment of the 
truce of God on several days in each week. and many weeks The '""' •.• 

in each year. In France these ecclesiastical customs declined, of God. 

when, with the growth oftha rega.l power, and other means for • 
attaining the same ends, the need of them was no longer felt; 
for precisely similar reasons they had never been required in 
England. The religious spirit was not called on to create &lOIio •• 

means for controlling the barons in our land; but it did find 'P
iri

'. 

scope in taking a stand against the conduct of the kings. • 
This gives an abiding interest to the career of S. Anselm; he A.D. 1099. 

made a protest against the practice of treating all offices as· 
possessions held of the king on the kings terms; he felt that 
he had a greater responsibility than that of satisfying the 
king; and his struggle about the symbol of investiture was a 
declaration that such duties as his must be discharged with 
reference to right, not in mere accordance with his contract 
with a king. 

. Yet after all, this earnest feeling had not sufficient force Ec,/ •• 

to bring about any marked step in social advance; the ~~'al 
severance of the ecclesiastical and civil courts, as well as the d .. ' .... 

attempt to enforce the rules of Christian jurisprudence by 
clerical judges and ecclesiastical sanctions, was on the whole 
a failure; the effectiveness of the courts was destroyed by 
the intrusion of archdeacons, and the expense of appeals 
to Rome. There was no important social change in 
England itself which can be directly ascribed to the new 
spiritual earnestness in the English Church; for our purpose 

1 Semichon, Lo. pan et lQ tl'th.'fl de Dieu. I. 86. 

C.IL 10 



146 FEUDALIS)L 

A.D.I06~ i~ may·be reg&rded as a mere sentiment whlch scarcely led 
-1272. to any positive result, unless when, combined with other 

factors, it served as an additional incentive. It was also 
weakened by the English jealousy of foreign interference, and 
by the corruptions of the rulers .fho had most power in the 

PO"," cqr. matter; for the papacy, instead of rising to its opportunities, 
"'PM. was being dragged down to the level of the secular policy of 

the day. Realms were treated as fiefs which the pope granted 
to kings on definite terms; there was no fundamental differ

'.D. 1164. ence between the grant of Irelarid to Henry IL on condition 

'. 

• of paying Peter's pence', and any similar grant from a king 
to a lay-baron, though the precise terms of these contracts 
were dissimilar. But it was by the course of papal policy 
during the reign of king John that the distrust of the 
Roman court as a fountain of justice came to be most 
strongly felt in England. People had hoped to find that 
the papal policy would be based on a high standard of 

• right, while it seemed to be shaped merely by the desire of 
aggrandising the Roman see and of enriching foreign ec

. cJesiastics. Though the direct and immediate influence of 
the reinvigorated Church life in England was thus small; we 
.need not forget that its indirect results were enormous; the 
freedom from royal caprice, which was secured to the Church 
and her possessions, was extended to one district after another; 
while the lay public opinion, which was formed partly under 
its gnidance and partly by practical experience, was permeated 
throughont by Christian feeling and expressed itself in local 
customs and gild laWs. . 

Bpiri. of It has. been already noted that in the ordinary routine of 
ad .. ,"UT •. life in feudal times there was little scope for individual enter

prise of any kind; and hence, from the very force of reaction, 
there was a ready welcome for projects which offered it an 
outlet. On the Continent schemes were found which gave this 

• "".1147. sentiment shape. The lofty ideal of S. Bernard, and the enthu-
siasm for the rescue of the Holy Sepulchre from the' infidels 

• 
which his e\()quence aroused, fully met the longing of the 
barons and knights for some sphere of independent action. 

.. ~~ad... Whatever the horrors and the follies of the Crusades may have . 
1 Rymer, F'o:dera, L 19. 
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been, they afforded a nobler outlet for human ~nergy than hold J!.D. i06S 
been found in the constant private warfare, which was being -1272-

slowly extinguished by the Church, through the truce of God, 
and with the growth of royal power. The spirit of adventurll 
and daring found a new olltlet; and terrible as were the cruel- . 
ties perpetrated in the name of Christianity, manly bravery 
was ennobled and consecrated by being devoted to a less selfish 
end. This was obviously the case even in Europe itself; the 
sense of the devotion of bodily powers to a holy purpose 
raised the whole tone of military life, and took a place in 
society in the chivalrous orders. 

The same spirit of adventure, which ,moved the nobles, 
showed. itself as strongly in the sadder story of the multitudes 
of peasants' who set forth on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. A.D. 1095. 

With no conception of the length or difficulties of the journey, 
with vague ideas of Old Testament plenty and New Tes-
tament glories at Jerusalem, they started by thousands,-
each family in its bullock cart,-leaving all the means of 
industry behind; it was like the rush to the gold fields in 
modern times, but undertaken with far denser ignorance and 
under a more blinding glamour, 

If the Crusades had had no other results than these, Elf • .., .11 
there would have been little need ~ lay stress upon them Oom ... r ... 

in connection with the Economic History of England. Butl 
they were of a paramount importance for the commercial 
development of Europe; they enabled the enterprising 
spirits of Western Europe to come into contact with 
the remains of Roman civilisation which were preserved at 
Byzantium, and to obtain a footing in the lucrative trade 
with Asiatic races. The Genoese and the Venetians assisted in 
the Crusades as a simple method of pushing their business con
nections; these cities of Italy succeeded in founding colonies 
in the Levant and in obtaining factories at suitable points for 
trade with the East. Such were the most lasting results 
of the Crusades; and the new commerciaL activity, for which 
they gave scope, gradually affected even the. most distant 
parts of Christendom', The fruitle.qs adventures of the 

, Michaud, Orwado •• 1. 69. 
11 Mr' W. A. Shaw baa traced the course of this commercial expll!18ion in 

COl1llection. with the diffuaioD of gold coinage. Hi.lary o/OU¥'rencg. 5, 

10-2 
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(Jrusaders are ~hieHy interesting to us because of the way 
in which they prepared new channels for commerce, and 
re-acted indirectly on social life at home. 

II. RoYAL REVENUES. 

Norman 58. The potent royal influence, to which attention has 
RetleRfU. been directed aboveJ was habitually brought to bear OD 

industrial and commercial life in connection with the collec-
e tion of revenue. The great surveys, which give us the fu1\e8t 

information about· the condition of society, were due to a 
desire to estimate the yield which might be expected from 
the chief sources of taxation; and many of the steps, which 
opened up the way for future progress, were taken wit~ 
the view of simplifying the collection of dues or of drawing 
on new sources for obtaining a revenue. 

Domain i. The royal domain was the chief source of regular royal 
revenue; in these reigns it was partly in forest, but & very 
large amount was used for agriculture and yielded large rents 
(gala! or ga1Jlum.)', so that the king was able to 'live o(his 
own,' and defray all the ordinary expenses of state out of the 
crown estates. The revenue was drawn from the whole 
of England, and a portion of it was paid in kind till the time 
of Henry L'. Indeed at a later date the constant journeys 
of Henry IL', whatever may have been their object, would at 
al\ events be facilitated by the store of provisions which the 
king could count on at his various estates; he was not 
indeed, as we shall see below, forced to rely on this expedient, 
but it may have been a help. The col\ection of this revenue 

f........u b" was in the hands of the shire-reeve; William the Conq ueror 
" .. • A,riff', " sold out his lands as dear as dearest he might, and then some 

other man came and bid more than the first, and the king 
granted them to him who offered the larger snm; then came 
a third and bid yet more, and the king made over the lands to 

, Bound in Do.tu4a, Stodiu. 1B2. 
• lXaU>gw de &4a4rio. L vii. Compare tbe ...... of Ed"an1 of Baliabary. 

Sheriff of WUtshire. D. B. 69 .. L The _ ... of • mill .. Arundel ia reckoned 

in earn. in t.b~::~. 81 lienrJ L p. 42; !lee alHo &be dairy in &he New ForM 
. whieb supplied '\' p. 89. • EyIoD. C ..... 0/ H,..., I/. 
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him who offered most of all; and he cared not how iniqui- A.D. 1066 

tously his sheriffs extorted money from the miserable people, -1272. 

nor how many nnlaWful things they did'." 
ii. The profits which ","ose in connection with the exercise J",·U. 

of royal jurisdiction were another source of regular income. dicti .. ~ 
Murders and other infractions of the kiug's peace rendered 
the district liable to a heavy payment; and the following up 
of accusations, without too strict regard to the weight of the 
charge, was· a method which. William appears to have 
employed for obtaining funds for his campaign in 1086'. 

iii. The third source of regular income lay in the king's 
rights over his subjects and their property,-,mch· as are 
acknowledged in the primitive gifts offered to a chief'. The 
king's· claims were paramount and therefore he had the 
prerogative of pre-emption when the goods of the subject P ... • 

were needed for his use. On their frequent journeys the <mphon. 

kings employed purveyors, who provided the necessary 
supplies. This right of forced purchase of the goods of • 
subjects, who had no sufficient means of recovering pay-
ment from the royal puryeyors, must have given rise to 
great oppression. We cannot wonder at the frequent com
plaints of their exorbitant demands, and should not under-
rate the importance of the heavy burdens of hospitium' and 
avera and inward' which fell on all land not specially 
exeu",pted. The same right of pre-emption when exercised 
on wares intended for sale, or right or prise, seems to have Pris •• 

been the foundation of all the tolls which were charged at 
ports or fairs or markets on imported or exported goods'; 
these were originally levied in kind, and this practice survived 
i,! the prisage' of wine and in special cases connected with 
wool; but it was gradually commuted for payments in ~oney, 

• J EnglWo Oh ..... ,z., 1067 (BoIm). , Engluh Ol.-o.iclo, 1086 • 
• StubbS. Con.stitutiortal SUtor-y, :t. BSQ. 
.. The precise meaning of firma uniu" noctiB. which is constantly mentioned 8S 

the amount due for Aoqitium, is not clear. Archdeacon Hale calculates that aa a 
matter of fact the court consumed 1501. in Oxfordthire in three Aights. J)omuday 
of S. Paul. p. xl. On the payment of food rents to the crown and great abbey. 
compare Vtnogradoff. ViUainage ill ERflldnd, 8O'l.09. 

6 Wainage and attendance on the sheriff. 
s Ball, Ot"'lomI. I. 62. 
T Right to oue or more casks in each vessel. 
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or was at any rate defined as a fixed quantity-as a tun before 
and one abaft the mast'. At the time when Edward I. came 
to the throne, the royal officers were no longer able to mulct 
the dealers at discretion. . • • 

iv. Besides these regular sources of income, other pay
ments were made on special occasions, and these may be con

r.~i;:;t.. veniently included under the head of feudal incidents. After 
the Conquest the fendal relation was not perhaps more real, but 
it certainly was more explicit than before, and it could therefore 

e be taken advantage of for purposes of taxation with greater 
ease. For each five hides of the large quantity of land held 
by what had come to be military tenure, the demand might 
be made of a knight's service for forty days in the year; and 
this was required, not only for defensive purposes, but for 

.did.. foreign wars as well. Occasional aids (aua:ilia) were also 
asked for the knighting of the king's eldest son, the marry

.. ing of his eldest daughter, or the ransoming of his person. 
v. There was one sonrce of income which must not be 

overlooked, more especially as it is not heard of before the 
The J..... Conquest. The Jews appear to have been introduced into 

England in the eleventh century, and they lived as mere 
chattels enjoying the king's protection, but subject to constant 
exactions from him; they had no status of their own, but 
continued to exist as a part of the king's possessions t!>em
selves, and all that they had was not their own but his. In 
this lay their security from poplllar violence '; but it was a 
security for which they had to pay dearly'. Their transac
tions were all registered in the Exchequer; debts due to 

1 Han, Oud0m8, Do 96. 
t II Letters patent teated the 8ra of April, were issued, set.tiog forth the iDjarita 

\he J.ws had Iately"";"ed in \he dial .. ""'" throaghoul EogIawI, and com. 
manding \he bailit!. and goocl ID81l of Cambridge to make publlo proclamation 
througboul\he town, \bet DO one UDder peril of Iif. and memben ebould damage, 
molest or aggrieve the Jews, their lands. property, ho1lS88, po.esaj.OIlS &nd goods. 
both within the town and without as much .. they eoald." Cooper, dmrall of 
ComiJrNg., 1266. 

• By • writ tl.etea \he 14th of May \he king _"'ted Isaac \he .... of 
Samuel, and other Jews, tog,thee with the eberi1! of \he county, o:ommluioueno "'" 
diatraiDiDg \he J .... of \he town of Cambridge f01' \he proportion of • 1aIIag. of 
~.OOO marks; and • writ of usi&taDce of CODCIU'J'eDt date try clireeted k» the 
~. The con:mrls8ioners had power to seize the wives and childreD. of the 
part;.s charged with thio IaIIage. Ibid. 1241. 
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, .' them were really due to the king; and they rllight not accept A..D. 1066 
compositions for payment, or grant a secret release', As a -1272. 

matter of fact therefore, the king had, indirectly, a monopoly 
of the money-lending in. th«: country; so that the expulsion 
of the Jews by Edward L was a permanent loss.of revenue to A.D. 1290. 

the crown. The Jews gained usurious interest; the king by 
general fines, by fines for law proceedings, or by punishments 
for crimes,-even without proceeding to the grosser extortions 
which were practised by J ohn,-replenished his own treasury 
out of the gains of men whose lives and property were in his 
absolute control, and whom he could mortgage, like other' 
possessions, if it suited his purpose'. 

vi. From these sources of revenue payments were made DlMltlJeld.' 

to the king as ,a great landowner, or by men who stood in 
definite personal relations to him; the contributions for public 
purposes were of a dift'erent character. The one which 
William found partially organised when he came to the 
throne was the Danegeld 'First imposed in lEthelred's time, • 
'Edward had continued to collect it, but some land was 
entirely exempt, and other estates were very favourably rated 
William took it at a treble rate in 1084 (6s. instead of 
2s. per hide'); and though in the time of the first Norman 
king these were occasional not annual payments', they were 
regularly exacted by Stephen'; subsequently, the nam'e fell" 
into disuse', but the crown continued to receIve payments as 
carucage' and as the ferm of the towns'. -

1 Compare KadoK.'s chapter on Judaism. E:z:cbegutr. c. VII. Also the admirable 
work of Hr J. Jacobs, Jew. 01 AfI{#T1ifl Englond. 

I On &he soeial position of the Jews see below, p. 200 . 
• Domuday 8tuduI, 82. 97. • TJialcgw tie 8caCC4J;O, L xL 
I Madox, EzdUJ'Uf'. :J.VIL 1. e Stubbs, ConatitutiOfUll Hiltory, I. 689. 
, Payment per plough-land. 
8 Ferm means rent (MadoJ:, FirmtJ Burgi, S). Fee-Ferm or feud, jirmG, 

perpetual rent, paid by • man tmd hla heire, townsmen and their heirs, or by a 
corpora.te body (Ibid. 4) .... The yearly ferma of towu arose out of certaiD.locata 
or demised t.hings that yielded issues or profits· •• The ordinary issues of towns 
were commonly in value more than sufficient to mue up the yearly ferma. But 
if percha.D.ce those issues fell short •• , then the ferme was to j>e raised among the 
townsmen by collection or contribution. And they who were bound to contribute 
to· these and such like forestations and payments were said to be in IoUo, or e&d 
geldum et 'OOUum" (Ibid. 251). The issues of towns "consisted of diverse thinge 
ac~ordiDg to the ItituatioD awl producti.on of the towu," Q8 rente of assize, pleas. 
perquisites, (ails, markets, stallage, &c. 
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• Another tth of a somewhat similar character was 
levied upon the towns which grew up on royal domains, 
This consisted of the tallages which were taken from the 
tenants on ancient domain when. the kiug was in special 
.need;· they appear to have originated in contributions from 
places which were not liable to the payment of Danegeld', 
but they were afterwards used as a means of supplementing 
the 8cutage which was paid by the knights, and of levying 
something from the "freeholders and towns'." 

vii With the exception of the rights of purveyance and 
• of taking customs, these taxes all fell upon the owners of 

Tau. on real property. Henry II. took the important step of taxing 
:;~::TI~r.· moveables. An inquest had been held in connection with the 

Assize of Arms', in order to find out how far each citizen 
was able to provide himself with the armour necessary for 
serving ip. the fyrd. The contributions made in the parish 
churches towards the expenses of the First Crusade had been 

A.D. 118\ voluntary, but those who paid insufficiently for the Saladill 
Tithe were liable to be assessed by their neighbours on oath ' .• 

The first tax on moveables therefore was of a semi
ecclesiastical character and for an expedition which had 
papal sanction; but it laid the foundations for a regula.r 
system which continued during the reigns of Richard, John 
and Henry III. There are frequent demands for fractional 
parts of the possessions of subjects, sometimes a thirteenth,. 
sometimes a fifteenth, sometimes a thirtieth, sometimes a 
fortieth, once a fourth. These demands, however, were sub
ject to exemptions of various kinds; arms and other posses-

"D. 1225. sions required for public service', and the necessary articles 

1 Dowell, History oj Tazatima. L 41. • Stubbs. Coruntuti01lal Himwy, L 686. 
I Stubbs. &lue O'karlen, 154. 4 Dowell, Bi.to,'1 01 Tazatio., L 46 . 
• Rymer, F«du~ L 177. Exceptis tameu ab hac quinta decima q1UUltom 

ad archiepiscopoo, episcopoo, abbot.., prioreo 01 .......... Tirol religiODia, eoml .... 
baroDel. milites ei liberos homines qui DOD StUll mercatorea, omnimodis libris BUi8; 
ei ornamenlis eeclesiarum. d cape11arum; • equit ad equilaDdum; et equi.t 
_ .. 8lIIODlSriis," armis omnimodis, joca1ibas, ....... utenailibua, IanIariio, 
eeIlariia at fenia; etrexceptis b1adis ad 1t'U'D.i8tmam eastronuo. emptis. 

Exceptia etiam .b hac quinta cIecima quantum. ad mercatoree, qui de omniba. 
mercandisis et mobilibna sa:is quintam decimam. d.abuni. arm.iI ad q1l8!l juraU 1UDt, 
et eqois IIlliI ad equitandom, et uteDsilibua domorum IIUU'UDl, c:eDariia eI Jardariie 
ad "rictam 8DUIIl. . 

Eueptis etiam qoantQlU ad ~ anuiI ad qrue jorati suut. el atooailihua 
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of attire for different classes, are exclude" in some ~es, A.D.}066 

while in others the poor are exempt; though Edward I. in -1212. 

his first Parliameut obtained a fifteenth when the people were 4.».1275. 

assessed" inaudito more ad unguem." It is perhaps necessary 
to add that these taxes were rarely levied on the whole realm 
simultaneously. One year a carucage would be taken from 
the country generally; another a soutage would be levied on 
the knights, and toJ,lages on other tenants; another there 
would be a grant of a fraction of moveables; but even this 
would not be a general tax, it would fall on some class; 
perhaps on the clergy, or on the religious orders', perhaps' •. D. 1227. 

on tqe laity'; at all events we may see that the system' rD. 1209. 

of taxation consisted in making occasional demands from • 
particular classes m turn, and not in levying equivalent; 
·shares from all simultaneously. We can easily understandi 
that under the circumstances it was of the first importance' 
for men to have a voice in the assessments that were made; 
tnd that it -was most necessary to prove clearly who were .• 
tenants of ancient domain and liable to contributions from 
which others were exempt, or liable to contributions at a 
different rate. 

The whole taxation, with the exception of the customs, O/wmg.~ in 

was direct, but there were continual changes in the basis of tho baoia. 

rating; first we have hidage'; then we have carucage on 
• cultivated land, soutage on the knight's fee, and tallages from 

tenants on domain; but for these the more convenient, and 
also more onerous, estimates of moveables were eventually 
substituted. Still taxation of moveables continued for some 
time to be occasional and sectional; the king still lived 
of his· own, and taxes were levied for particular emergencies 
and from a particular class of the community on each 
occasion. 

59. 'l'he royal revenue could not be properly collected un- TM 

less there were coins in circulation in which it might be paid; C ..... 6noy. 

and the business of the moneyers and organisation of the 
mint required frequent royal attention. The coming of the 
snist came et pisee. at potu suo qu nOD sunt ad vendelldnm, et feuis sWs ot 
farragio suo qwe nOD SUDt ad veudendwn. 

1 Dowell, I. 72. 1 Dowell, I. GO. 
a See above: p. 125. ' 
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A.D.I066 N~rmans did ndt make any radical change in the coinage of 
-1272. the country', except perhaps by the general introduction of a 

shilling worth twelve-pence. The weight of the penny was 
still thirty-two good wheat grain.s, and the standard of 
fineness was kept up for centuries, viz. eleven ounces two 
pennyweights of silver fine, and eighteen pennyweights of 
alloy'. The means of coining were very rude, and there is 
consequently considerable variation in the size and weight of 
coins as they are now found, even in the best preservation; 
one die was wedged into a wooden block, the other held 

"in the hand as a puncheon, and the metal stamped by 

. repeated hammering' . 
ThtI mint. The constitution of the mint became more definite after 

the reign of Stephen', when the royai prerogative in this 
matter was more strictly maintained; there was perhaps less 
need for minting coins at distant places, as they would 
circulate more easily as trade increased. From the time of 

., Henry II minting was confined almost entirely to Londollt 
In pre-Norman and Roman times coining was at least 
occasionally conducted at a large number of towns; some of 
them were places which have never been of much import
ance'. The business was carried on by moneyers, whose names 
generally appear on each coin, along with the name of the 
place where it was minted; but this was by no means a 
sufficient protection against fraud, as the frequent laws "n • 

u.ll25. the subject' and the vigorous measures of Henry I! suffi
ciently show. Early English laws insisted that the coining 
should take place in frequented places'-a precaution which 
perhaps survived in the public trial of the pyx. The fact 
seems to be that while there was so little intercommunication 

, 010 __ 0' H,"'1I I .• c. 5. Stubbs, Sda. 0'"''' .... 101. 
I Bading. A....u. 0,001 __ • .. 10. • Ibid. .. 67. 
• H.i.s coins are sometime8 'barbarou.&ly uneouth· in design. and were abo 

ilJ.otruek. (Bading. I. 168.) On \he wbole the coins ...... bolter _ bel ... 
the Conquest, when .. collar wu used, thaD. afterwards; the Norman coine were 
very irregular in shape, 80 thai U was easy to clip &hem without immediate 
de~on. • 

• Bading. op. cit ... 142, 1M. Com)lOl9' grant to \he Abbot 01 B..,. h7 the 
CouIessor. Thorpe, Dip . .Ang. p. 415. 

• Latin of LtAtl8f4n, L 14; 4ttJaared, m. 8,16, IV. 5, 9; emll,8. 
, ERg/a." CAronUu. 1125. 
• LAd). 01 A:tJuUt4n, 1.14:; o/A."tlutlrul, w. 10. 
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between different parts of the <:ountry, thefe was DO facility ~;}066 
for the general introduction of coinage, unless it was minted -l_,i. 

in all sorts of places. When the court travelled through the 
land, any expedient which saved the cost of carrying money 
would be advantageous, and it was convenient for the 
kings to have moneyers in different localities'• Others too 

. tried to ciaim a similar privilege; in the case of the Arch
bishop of Canterburyl and of some others it appears to have 
been admitted; but it was one of the royal prerogatives 
whic!a the barons had grasped in Stephen's time, and which. 
were wrested from them by Heury n.". 

The royal rights over coinage took another development • 
also. The increase of foreign trade must have necessitated Ezc/""" •• 

the presence, at every great mart, of men who were skilled 
in the business of exchanging the coins of one country 
for those of another; the great variety in circulation, even 
in one country, where many people claimed the right of 
coining, must have been considerahle'; and when foreign· 
merchants arrived to malte purchases, it was necessary to 
effect an exchange of their foreign coins for the coinage of 
the country. This was done by the moneyers; and was, 
naturally enough, part of the business of the mint, as the 
foreign silver was recoined for use in England. But as soon 
as the work of the mint was concentrated in London, there 

. came to be a class who made it their business to change coins 
cnrrent in one land for coins of other denominations, or 
perhaps of the same denomination but of other values, 

1 The CQS&oms regarding moneyera at Hereford were 88 follows: II Septem 
m.onetarii enm ibi. UD118 ex his erat monemnu episcopi. Quando moneta reno. 
.... tur dabd qaisque eoru.m. xviii 8Olidoe pro caneia reeipieDdis. Et es. eo die quo 
redibant usque ad unum. menaem dabat quisque eorom. regi n aoIic1oe, et; aimiliter 
habebat epi&eopus de 8DO monetario :u: 8Olid08. Quando veniebat rex in aivUatem 
quantum 1'oleb&t cknariorum faciebant ei DlODetarii de argento ecilieel regia. Et 

,. hi. vii habebant II8.C8JD at aocham BUaIQ. Koriente aliquo regis monetario habebat 
rex xx solitte. de relevauumto. Quod Ii m.oreretur non cUviBo C8Il8U. II110t rex 
habebat omnem ceostuIl." Domuday, L 179 a, 1. This is suggestive of a privi. 
leged associa.t.ioD. such ... e~ted from Boman times in 801le of the oonUoental 
towns. . '. 

I Perhapa Ihia may ....... 1 for u.. J1&l'\ taken by Anseha along with th. kWg 
in poniahing the dishonest. 1DODOyen. Freeman, Normoa. Ctmfuut, .... 1.59 • 

• Diologw. L Co ri. 
• It waa specially obvioWl in Germanr. Shaw, HutJIry of Currency. 26. 
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A,D.1066 'cuhent in the W;d where the alien merchants lived j this 
-1272. was a craft involving much 'skill, and the earnings made by 

'exercise of it were called cambium minutum. It is obvious, 
however, that this occupation gave very great opportunities 
for fraud, and there was good reason that it should be in the 
hands of public officials'. 

Th< 60. The machinery for the collection of the revenue was . 
E.ch'g",r. carefully organised; and it is particularly interesting to note 

Dialc!JU' 
d, 
Bcaccario . . 

how closely the arrangements for managing the English 
finances approximated to the system in vogue in Normandy'. 

·Richard, bishop of London, in his Dialogus de Scaccario, gives 
a full account of the business of, the Exchequer as it was 
organised in the time of Henry II., when it was a department 
of the king's court with an elaborate staff of officers. 

Easter and Michaelmas were the two terms at which 
moneys were received j at Easter the sheriff made a payment 
on account, of half the sum due in the course of the year; 

• this was credited to him, and he received a tally as voucher. 
At Michaelmas he had to render. his accounts in due form ; 
the business was carried on at an oblong table, which wfis 
divided into parallel columns running across it', each one of 
which was used for a different sum,-£1000, £100, £20, £1, 
shillings, or pence. At one side sat the treasurer, and his 
clerks with their rolls~ at the other the marshal, calculator 
and sergeants, who received what was paid in by the sheriff: 
At one end was the chancellor and other high officials, at the 
other end the sheriff and his suite'. On the treasurer's side 
of the table counters' representing the amount due from 
the sheriff were laid in the columns, and on the other side 
the calculator ranged the results of vouchers or moneys 

1 On the official exchanges tmder Edward L see below, p. 283. 
I Madox. EzcAequey, lV. §§ 4, 5. 
I The table WDB thos divided into parallel co!umJl!J, not Into squares; ihough .. 

it would have a checkered appearance wheD the eounteJB were laid on it, U1ere 
does Dot seem to be mach reason for supposing that the cloth with which f& "88 
covered was checkered, 88 is commonly said in explaining the D8me. It is 

• however 80 represented in the carious picture of the Iri&h Exchequer reproduced 
in Longman's EdtD4rd III., L 183 . 

• l4r Habert BaD, Pipe Roll Soeiety, m. Introductory, p. 4l. 
• For a fnll aeoount 01 the Exchequer Dot System of arranging the counters to 

represent varioWl atuna see Yr Hubert Hall, 10 H. ll. Intro. Pipe Boa Soc. 
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which the sheriff actually put. in to· discparge the debt.1.D.' 1066 

After any arrears had been gone into, the first item taken -1272. 

was the sum which had been paid into the Exchequer at 
the previous Easter, atid for this a tally' was produced. 
Then followed the statement of the various sums for which 
the payment by the sheriff was allowed; these were fixed 
allowances, in alms, tithes, payments, or lands, or special 

~ 
o· ., 

'., , .. -

1 The f1gme represents an Excbequer 
Tally delivered to G. B. Min.huU, Esq., 
on paymen. of £1183. 141. 4fd. into ill. 
Exchequer for Land.Tax coUeeled in 
Buckinghamshire in 1819, and is repro
duced from the IUUltrattd London N~., 
1~. A modem example is curious as 
showing ihe survival of ihiB meillod of 
giving a receipt j but modem t8Jlies are 
more clumsy than those of Plantagenet; 
times, which were nine inohes long. The 
tally was a slip of hazel or other hard 
wood, on the edges of whioh notches were 
cut, which by their size and position indi. 
cated definite iums. The tally was then 
split in two lengthwise, and each or the 
two halves showed the same notches on 
ita edges; ODe half was given to the sheriff . 
as a receipt, while the other was retained 
to cheok his statement of account at 
Michaelm... II will be seen thot tho 
notches di1Ier greatly in breodlh, and 
that each of the six sizes of notches cor
responds to ODe of the oolumns on the 
table where iIle reokoiUns took pleee. 
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A.D. 1066 • all()wanctls empowered by royal writ or other definite autho. 
-1272. rity. The sheriff would then be debited with the balance, 

or he was credited with the surplus; in the instance given 
below it will be seen that he started the year with a debt of 
£48. lOs. 7d., and ended with a surplus of £10. 

Mode of The Great Bolio/the Pipe. from which an extract is sub· 
payment. joined, puts on record the state in which each of the sheriffs, 

who were responsible for the ferm of the shire and other 
recurring sources of revenue', stood towards the CrOWD. 
The royal officers had not only to be careful about the' . 

• accounts rendered but also to examine the money which was 
tendered in payment. Owing to the confusion as to coinage, 
it was necessary either to test the coins (per cWlhustionem) 
that were paid by tale (numero), or to exact an additional 
sum of one· twentieth-as de.albating or blanching money
to cover all risks from this source (blank); and there were 
also two different systems of reckoning the weight. according 
as 6d. per pound was accepted to turn the scale (ad scalam) • 

• or according as the coins were actually weighed (ad pensum). 
It woulslhowever be a mistake to suppose that such dis· 
tinctions, in regard to modes of payment, were introduced 
by the N ormana, as we find several of them' are noted in 
passages of Drmwsday Book' where the customs under .the 
Confessor are dellCribed. 

. HUNTENDONESCa 
PAIAN9 VIC. redtt. Comp. de. XLVIII. ii. 7. x". 7 

• VIL it M. de veti firma de Hvnten~. In th·. XXX. ii. 
7. XIIII.!. 7. II. it. M. 

Et In Soltis. Rait Waspail. XVII. Ii. 7. XVI. I. 7. v. 4. M. 
Et Quiet" est. 

ET lit vic. redit Comp. de Noua firma. Inth.o·7 
• LII. Ii. 7. XII .1. 7. VI. it. M. . 

Et In Eleiii Consl . Militib) de Templo • I . iii. argo 
Canonic de HunteDit . XL • I. 

Et 

1 There was besides a aeries of lUuipt BoU., 01 which an esamp1e nniVe8 .. 

- tor 1185. It appean to contain • statement of all the 81lDlI received; and &0 be 
praeti.eally • list of Wlie, issued. Mod of the receip&8 are entered in the carre
&pODding Pipe Boll, bot payment6 made once and for all teem to have been 8I1tered 
only in .... Beeeipi BoD. lWI, &..ip' 80U o/IM Ewug ..... 11 .... p. i •. 

I See below. p. 172. 
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E~ In Donis. Joscet de Haireiz. XX'!I Et In Soltis .'A.D: 1006 

Willo Cade. x. ti. 7. x.!. -1272-

Et In li!;at Const • Willo fit Holdegari'; xxx. !. 7 • v . it Et 
Alano Cornatori. xxx. !. 7. v • it Et I1Curatori vin~ • LX • !. 

7 . x . it Et In Custaiiito ninef • Xln; • ~. 7 . n . it Et Epo 
de Eli • T • !. Et In Suo Suppl9 • VlU • !. 7 • VIll • d. Et 
habet de Suppl9 • x . ti. !;t. 

TELARll de Huntend reddt Comp. de. XL.!." Gilda sua. 
In til lihauei't. Et Quieti !t. 

Nova Placita 7 Noue Conventiones. 

Itt vic . radd Comp. de. x . m. arg. de plaC cancelt. 7 mUdi'. 
·In til. xxxn.!. 7. x. d. . 

Et In pdon p bi'. ~ . Epa Lincot. XXII. !. 7 . VI • d. Et 
Eid . xv.!. 7 . x • it Et A\it;ti de Torneia. I . m. argo Et 
Dne Clementi~. XII • !. 7 . VI • d. Et Walio de Lindeseia 
• x . 11. Et Huhto fit Ernaldi . v . I. Et Willo fi'i :a . XI • I. 

7. lUI. it Et Com. War. x . I. Suma. C • I. 7 . VI • it 
Et Quiet9• est.' 

, Pip< Roll of 4th 1- of Henry n. 168 (lieeord C.mmissiOD). When ex\ended 
it runs as follows. 

HUNTENDONESCIRA. 
p&!us VlCeCOme8 reddit Compomm de :l.L'nII libris et So sOudill et vn denariis 

blaneia de ,.eteri firma de Huntendonscira. In thesauro U1 librae at %IW. 

aolidOs et n dena.ri08 blancoa. 
Et in Soltis Radulpho Waspail xVIllibraa et. XVI l!IolidOi et v dena.riOB blanco •. 

Et Quietus .sI. 
E' idem vicecomes rec1dit Compotum de Nov& firma, In thesauro CLD libl1l.8 at. 

xu soUd08 at VI denariol!l blancos. 
Et in Elemosynis conatitutis Hilitibus de Templo I m&l'C8JIl argenti. Et Canonicia 

de Buntendon u. solidoa. 
EI in DouiB JoeeeliD de lIairei.z :a solido&. EI in Soltis Willi.1m. Cad. "'libras 

et:r: solid08 . 
. Et in liberationibus consUtutia Willielm.o fllio Boldegari xu. solidOi et v denarios. 

Et Alano Comatori us. solidoa at" denari08. Et Proc1ll'8tori vineoe u. Bolidos 
et x denarioa. Et in Custamento vineae :mI 8Olidos et. D dena.riol. Et Epis
copo de Eli v solidol. Et in 100 Superp1ua VIII solidos et vm denariOB. Et 
habet de Superplua s libras blanca •. 

'l'~larii de HUD~D reddunt Compotum de SLlOlidia pro Gilda lua. 
In thelll'Ql'O libera.verunL Et QuleU Bunt. 

Uem vieeoomes reddit Compotum da s marciJ argenU de pTacitle Cancellarii et 
murdro. In t.hesauro sun solid08 at :r. denari08 . 

.Eli. in perdonis per Breve Regis Episcopo Lineolniensi. :r.:r.II aolldos et VI denarlos. 
Et' Eidem x.v 8Olidoa at x denari08. Et Abba.ti de Torneia I ma.rcam. &l"gentL 
Eli Dominae Clem811tiae Xft solidoB at VI donarios. Et Waltero de LiDdeseia 
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A.D. 1066 "P"!an tl'te SheriJf re"nders account 
-1272. of £48. lOs. 7 d. of the ferm of 

Huntingdon for last year . 
Paid in the Treasury (blanched) 
And in payments to Ralf Was

pail (blanched) . 

£ •• d. 
48 10 7 

48 10 7 

The Sheriff himself renders account of the ferm I 
of the present year 

.Paid in the Treasury (blanched) 
And in customary alms to the Knights' Templars 

1 mark. To the Canons of Huntingdon 40 •. 
And in gifts to J oscelin of H~ireiz 20.. And 
.in payment to William Cade £10.10 •. 
And in fixed payments to William son of 

Holdegar, 30s. I>d. And to Alan the Horn
blower, 30 •. I>d. And to the Keeper of the 
Vineyard, 60s. 10d. For the expenses of the 
Vineyard, 13s. 2d. And. to the Bishop of 
Ely,5s. 

And on account of his surplus 

[Less by £1. Is. 2d. to blanch the payments 
marked *, at the rate of one shilling in the 
pound] He has as Surplus £10 (blanched) 

£ .. d. 

3014 2 

17 16 I> 
48 10 7 

152 12 6 

2 13 4· . 

11 10 0" 

6 19 W· 
8 ' 8 .. 

174 4 4 

11 1 2 

163 3 2 

s solidos. Eti Huberto fillo Ernaldi v solido8. EI; Willielmo frairi Regis 
XI solid08 et DD denari08. Et. Comiti Warennae x 8OlidoB. Somma c solidi 
et 'VI denarii. Et QwetUJ!l est. 

1 This payment. on the analogy of olher direct dealings between the Sheri1t' and 
the CrOWD, was probably in blanched money, though this is Dot recorded. 

t The amonnt doe as fenn is Dever stated in the Pipe RollB (Dia/.0gu6. I. 5); I am 
informed by Mr Hubert Ball. on the authority of a liat of all the tenu in England ill 
the time of Henry m. (British Musenm" HArg. MBa. 313), that theferm of Bunting .. 
donahire was £153. s". '2d. With this, 88 he has pointed out to me, the statement of 
aceount for the third year of Henry n. agrees. In that year the Sherif! paid into 
\hetr.......,. £82. 81. 9<1. (blaucbed).and expendcdon behalf of \he king £11. "".4.1 •• 

.... hich whom blauchcd by laking off is (or 12 shilliDgB) (i ... £11. 7,. 4d.; \he tooal 
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The weavers of Huntingdon render 
account of 400. for their own gild 

Paid in the Treasury 

The Sheriff himself renders account 
of 10 marks of silver for Chan-

2 00 

cellor's Pleas and for murder 6 13 4 
Paid in the '],'reasury 
Remitted by Royal Writ to the 

Bishop of Lincoln, 228. 6d. And 
to the same, 158. 10d. And to 
the Abbot of Thomey, ll1}ark ~f 
silver. And to Lady Clemebce, 
128.6a. And to Walter of Lind
sey,108. And to Hubert son of 
Ernald, 58. And to William the 
king'~ brother, 118. 4d. And to 
Earl Warenne, 108. Total £5. 08.6a. 

161 

• :.n.1066 
-1272. 

200 
200 

11210 

5 0 G 
6 13 4 

The extract brings out the responsibilities of the Sheriff 
in regard to the ferm of the shire, and indicates the addi
tional complications in rendering account, which welle due to 
the state of the cnrrency. It also serves to illustrate the 
manner in which other m .. tters were passed ,through the 
accounts, such as the value due from usurpations, and 
escheats to the Crown,' the tallage from Royal Domain, 
including all lands of ancient domain, as well as fines for 
murder or other breaches of the king's peace. 

payment was £98. 1&. 14. He was allowed to transfer the surplus of £10. IS,. &d., 
which he had on his Surrey account (this is stated onder Surrey, p. 94, but is Dot 
alluded k> in the Huotingdonahire &CCOunbi); Ihia with the debt of £48. 10... 711. 
(blanched) still owing. mak88 up the ferm of £158. St. 2d. 

In the fourth year, &8 given above, there is a. d.i8erepanoy of £10 for which I am 
unable to BCOOUDIi i it does not appear to have been kansferred to either of t.he 
other counties. tor the revenue of which Pagan was responsible. It certainly seems 
as if the Sheriff ought to have been credited with a 81U'plus of £20. That there has 
been some confusion in the matter is probable from the appeamree of the roll; the 
parclmumt sho ... that there bave been eraaureo where the £162 paid by the Sherilf 
into"the treasury is entered, and also where the Buperplusof £10 is entered:. These 
corrections are clearly written in blacker ink than the rest of the acoonnt; the 
payment 01 £10. 10... (£10 blank) k> William Cad. appeara k> be an addition, and 
iii is written with the same ink as was used for the correctiona. 

C. H. 11 
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~II. ROYAL INQUISITIONS. 

A.D. 1066 61. When William of Normandy had succe.eded in 
;;;.:~t.o/ possessing himself of the English crown, and in settling his ru........ followers on the lands of those who had resisted him, or who 

had perished in the struggle, it became a matter of im
portance that he should be accurately infOlmed about the 
resources on which he could count in this new dominion! 
He wished to know the condition of the royal estates which 

G%l. • yielded him an annual revenue (ga/ol, census), as well as 
the wealth of the whole .land, fr<lm which he could levy 

f~dios5. the Danegeld s; With this 'object h" sent commissioners 
through the length and breadth of the kingdom with in
structions to take the sworn testimony of the sheriff, barons 
and freemen in each hundred (as well as of the priest, reeve, 
and six villains of each village) in regard to the various 
points of enquiry. Of the actual returns which were thus 
collected, one specimen has survived in its original form. 

Mod~ of. The Inquisitio CantabngienailJ' gives us the names of the 
1"'1 .... ''''''' jurors in each hundred and it contains the lands arranged 

territorially, as they were visited. The scribes at Winchester, 
when they compiled tbe actual Domesday Book, rearranged the' 
information and grouped the lands according to the proprietors, 
who were ranged by their status from the king downwards. 
It appears that the commissionen reported on some details 
which were not regarded as sufficiently important to be 
embodied in the completed work. On the other hand it 
also appears that the sets of commissioners did their work in 
slightly different fashion, and that the compiling clerks were 
not always equally strict; for a vast mass of interesting 

, Cwwingb&m, ..I.I"'~. 62-
, The royal iaDa. reudered (rMdiI) __ ,.".... ... eilher In colD or idDd, 

while the estimated ... alu.e of other estates (Nla) is also given. In Ihe entriel of 
the royal iaDd bettr .... the Ribble and Heney &bare ill & good ..... Omnill """ 
terra ge1dabilia eJ xv maoeria nihil reddebant; nisi geldum regis Edward!. Boo 
maneriam De:rbei cam his sapra.dicUB hidia reddebM regi Edwardo de 1lrma xxvi 
lib"", '" a ... IIOIidco. E' bill iii hide ...... , Iihone, quaram ...,."m ~.u 
tsfDiIo qui ... "","blDl. lJtnowJ4 •• L 269 b, L Here " .. royaIl&nd which poJa 
the Danegeld. bat; from which the king did DO& reeeh'e any renL The &erwl&a were 
bo ....... obliged 10 40 the nec:ea&r7 repairs OD the JD&Dorial bDlIdlDgs. 

, Edited bJ II. E. S. liaonlloD. 
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detail has been preserved to us in the part& of Domesdab A.D. 1066 

which deal with Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex. These Eastern -1272. 

Counties were assessed on a~ intricate system, which was 
quite different from that prevailing in the rest of England;; 
its difficulties have been successfully unravelled by Mr 
Corbet~ careful investigation. An enumeration of horRes, 
pi;,'!!, sheep and goats is also retained for a great part 
of the West of England in the document known as the 
E:ron Domesday·, though many of these details were omitted 
when the Exchequer copy was compiled. Accurate state-
ments, which are ,invaluable, ha~e been preserved in regard 
to the size of holdings in Middlesex, and in Middlesex only. 
Despite these minor variations, the entries are on the whole 
of a similar type, and the ordinary characters of an English 
estate are revealed to us in the articles of enquiry; when 
these have been examined and we have taken one typical 
example of the information returned, we may go on to see 
what additional light can be obtained from the more detailed 
entries, which occur here and there. 

6~. The articles of enquiry are given in the transcript Artie! ... , 

which the Ely monks preserved of those parts of the '''Q'"'1/. 
Cannhridgeshire Inquisition which described their own lands. 
The commissioners were to note first the name of the manor. 
who held it in the time of King Edward (T. R. E.) •. and who 
held it at the time of the enquiry (modo). Next they were 
to report the rateable value of the estate (quot hid<B). and 
how it was stocked with teams (carUClB)' which were dis-

1 Instead of 88Se88ing ee.c.h vill according to the number of Aida. every 
hundred was regarded 88 respo1l8ible tor the payment of ~1 i and the share of each 
"rillage is giVeD. by stating the Dumber of pence it would contribute to make up £1 
for the whole hundred. The method of apportioning the payment is complicated; 
each hundred was divided into leete, sometimes Bix., seven, ten or eleven in number, 
and each leet paid aD approximately equal sl;J.a.re, though the eootributious from 
4ifterent villages might differ ooDBiderably. The whole is lID interestiDg atud,. in 
&he eleventh eentury method of dealing with fractionL On the whole Bubjed 
eompare Mr Corbett.'. DO'MgWl in Ea.' .4.ngliG iD the Oombridg, H"l4rieal 
Egay.. . 

I D. B. IV. 1. It a.J.so contains special infolmation about the ¥i0W&Dcea made 
to the collectors of the Danegeld . 

• One of the moat common confuaiou in regard to Dornuday Boo~ has arisen 
from Ihe fact that the same contraction car is used for ~ and ccwue ... 
Conu:ata occurs in certain counties 88 the unit of auessment in place of the hidfSo 
It is only from ita poeiLioD in the enby that the meaning of this contraction caD. 

11-2 
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A.D. 1006" t~guished intg the lord's teams (quat in dominio) and those 
-127:1. of the villains (quot hominibus), also how it W88 stocked with 

men, 'whether villani, cotarii, or 8n. They were next to 
n';te the freemen attached to the manor, whether 80cmen or 
liberi homine8'; and then to make mention of the resources 
of the W88te, and the meadow; what wood there W88 and 
what fisheries, 88 well 88 the mills. The value of the whole 
estate, with any depreciation or. improvement, was to be 
given, as weIl 88 that of the holdings of the free men; and 
this" was to be stated for the time before the Conquest, the 

, tim~ when the land W88 granted (quando Rea: Wit.lielmUB 
dedit, quando recepit), and the time of the enquiry. They 
were also to see whether it could be estimated at a higher 
rate than had been the case before. We may look a little 
more closely at each point in turn. • 

Attention has been already directed to the meaning of 
the term hida in the Survey; it no longer gives a rough 
mode of estimating land, but a unit for expressing the rate
able value at which the land W88 assessed for the Danegeld' 
(86 defendebat pro, geldabat, in geldo). From this some places 
had been excused', while in other cases the owner was rated 

be delenniDed with c:erIaInty. The 11m .ar ID any enIry In _ ..... tles fa 
probably 6 contraction for ~ and answers the queetioD poe Aidtzl the. 
second and subsequent entriea are probably cmrtractions for cartK'dl', and describe 
the stock on the IancL This la quite clear in some of the Yorkshire entries where 
the two words. are written out in full. In Picheringa. annt ad geldum DHIi 
caraca&m term qoas possunt arrare Il[ call1Cl8. Dtnllad4v, I. 299 a, So In U1& 
B ....... ~ the nomenclature fa Iesa <:OIIfasing. T ...... defendil pro DD& 

carucata.. In hac terra SUD' xvi bovatee, ex hiis Bini; vii in dominio et; aatis ad 
unum aratram fortiesimnm (p. 28) . 

. , ThIa order fa DOl carofull1 presened; in Woroee1erohire the prieoI and \h&' 
radman appear &0 be enumerated 8rst among the human beings on the estate, 
thongh thny did DOl render predialllOl'rieeo; and the t ....... _ and the Ierma 
of his tenure come at the begbmiDg 01 &he entry. In domiDio 1IDDt. ii eartlClB et 
presbyter eI proposilUS eI DO .. JadchenIat.re eI m.riIlani eI .n bonIariI. Inter
omnea habeDt; siiii carueu. Inter aen'0I et ancillaa IJUIIt viL ~,L 174 .. t-

• On the artillc:lal eharacIer of the .......... 1 and dnlIcu1ty of reedjuliDa II, 
oomlll\t'e VinogradoJl', YiIlairuzge i" Englaflfl. t-U. 

• Nadford. H.ec lena DOD geldat Dec pergil ad hDll<hed .... Domu44, &.1, 
L 175 .. 1. Bi¥o l!Je dwe terra nee goIc1um nee a1iad _DID JOddidenJDt 
regi, L 160 b, L CaUDa. lhmquam geldavil, ideo neaeitur qno& mihe tnmt; ibi. L 
64 b, 2, sIao (neD entry) DDDquaJD hidafa fuiL Frome. Nee oeihlr quol _ 

aunt Wi, L 86 b, L Bound in Dmnutl4r &tuliu, 109, points oat; that; the carucatea 
of land, in coant;u. where the hide ia &he unU of UBee8menl, were DOl taxed. abo. 
thlt the laada cleaipatecl 'in1and' were _ from Geld; compue Appleby-

• 
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• • on specially favourable terms (beneftcicil hidlLtioo)'. On the A.D. 1066 

whole the number of hideS at which an estate was rated -1272. 

corresponds closely with the greatest number of pounds which 
the estate was worth annually. 

The enumeration of the teams which were required to Ot<lt,fIGo 

work the land was a simple method of indicating the amount ...... 
<If cultivation that was carried on in anyone place; and the 
division into domain teams and villains' teams may have been BI.ck. 

a rough indication of the mode in which the work was 
organised, and of the proportion of land which the lord had , 
in his own hands. In some cases the estate was insufficiently 
stocked with oxen'; as would be not unnaturally the case 
during the struggles' consequent on the Norman invasion. . 
This occurred not infrequently in Cambridgeshire, and a 
great part of Yorkshire had been so effectually harried that • 
there was no stock remaining at all .. 

Very much greater difficulty attaches to the entries in T., •• "". 

regard to the men on the estates; and the remarks which • 
follow can only be regarded 8.s a tentative explanation. From • 

• all we know of English Society there appears to have been a 
number of social grades, which were not however separated 
from each other by any impassable barrier. There were 
certainly many differences between the customs of one locality 
(Button. OluJ.rtula.ry. p. 80). The earlier meaning of inland was simply domain • 
land. Thorpe, L 268. 486. '.I'bis variation in the oonnotation of the word is a 
useful wa.rning against making use too relWily of earlier or later documents to 
determ.in.e the precise sense of Domesday terms, e.g. VillGftfU, Liller Homo, &C. 

o 1 ObipelwD. pro decem hidis Be dofendeba.t tempore Regia Edwa.rdi; sed quidnm 
viceeomea miaU eas a.d quinque hldaa per' concesaionem ejusdem. regia, quia firma 

i'"'ejus aum gravabat. et modo Be defendit pro quinque hidis. Domesday, I. 197 Il, i. 
Mr Round poiots oat (in Domadag Btudiu, L 110) that the four counties which 1lrst; 
came under William's rnle. Surrey, S118S8X, Hampshire and Berkshire, were very 
lenienUy dealt with and had their rating greatly reduced. Several good illustra
tiona occur in the archiepiacopal land in Sussex (L 16 b, 1). Pageham had been 
rated Ilt 60 hideI in the time .of. King Edward, but was aaaeased UDder the 
Conqueror at 88 only. In the same period the worth had gone up from £40 to £60; 
it was actually paying £1:10, but this was too high. While ~ ~ue had gone up, 
the rating had gone down j 80 &00 in Tangmere and Loventine. The exceedingly 
low ¥d.o.tion in Cornwall was not apparently doe to • c:ha.n$'e made by the 
Conqueror; the low rate had rnled there all along. Ipse comes tenet Li.ecarret. 
lIerleauain tenebat tempore Begia Edwardi et geldabat pro 11 hidis. Ibi tameD. 
SQ1lt xii hidm. Domuaall, L 121 b, 1. 

I Haseleia, DonutJdall,' L 111 a, 9. Adhuc viii carocm plus possnnt esse. 
Kclham, Do".~u1.ay Bool; IUuiraWl, 861. quotes a case where "was overstock ... -d,. 
Villani plus babont carocu quam arabilem kIn'am. 
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a~d those of .rnother. In Domesday Book we have a rough 
system of classification which was meant to apply to the 
whole country; it is obvious that the special peculiarities of 
status which were due to the history of one county, or the 
differences of obligation which were perpetuated in the 
customs of separate manors, could not be fully recognised 
in this· brief summary. We cannot expect to find precise 
statements'as to the status or obligations of ditferent 
tenants', but only a rough classification which should 

• serve the fiscal purposes for which the enquiry was under
taken. 

'I'M ...... or 
·cu a fiscal 
unit. 

Whatever the legal constitution of the manor may have 
beeD, it appears to have served the purpose of a fiscal unit·. 
The sheriff looked to the lord of the manor for the geld of his 
own estate and of the men who held of him; the tie with 
some of the free tenants was very slight, as they could 
apparently break it at pleasure and sell their lands without 
leave asked or given', but others could only do 80 on obtaining 

Free 
tefl4t1t1. 

1 AD. attempt was made after the Peasants' Bevolt to use Dornuda.lI Booi In ~ 
&his fa.shion, see below, p.~99t Dote 2. 

I Maitland, Btldm BoNty. Bdut Pkal. MIJII01'iaZ, L xl 
• Though the free tenants were Dot aetrieted to the land they Ilved under 

cliftenm.t conditions, even in &he same place (Meldrede. Domudtl7/, L 202 a., I). 
In regard 10 the terms on which th"1 eould sell; pohJil recocIere siDe ej .. liA:entia, 

~ Soham, J. 195 b, 2; DOD potuit reeedere sine licenUa ejua, Haalingfe1de, 194 b, 
I; potuit dare vel vendere, BOCa vero domino remansit, Trepeelao, 197 a, L 
The fullest freedom. is defined in the Woreester ctlBtome about the man who 
neglec:led the II1IllIlIlODI 10 aervice In the lIeId. SI!1a liber Iwmo eoI ul habeal 
socam BQam e1 sacam at cum terra na poseit ire quo Toloerit, L 172 a, L 
The ...... ise 01 proprielarJ righl8 more or leu treOly, 8_10 give the IIua which 
is drawn in D~ belweon the free BDd the uulr... Far kgal _ It" 
woe marked by the righl 10 pleed In eerIeiD _, BDd by the subjection 01 tho 
progeny to the lord, which was symbolised by the obligation to pay mercAet. 

Tho Woroealershiro oulrieo show clearly thai the free IouanI8 mighl he reopon. 
Bible far predisI .......... Do boo IerTa (Longeduno) lempore IIegio Edward! 
tenebant tr. liberi homines xri.ii hidu et secaba.bt uno die in pratiJ domini .ui .. 
faciebanl aervilillm 8io ut Bit preciplehetar (L 174 "'1). So 81 Poiwic of the riii 
radmana babentea inter 118 :z caruce.a at. pluree bordariOli at. eert'0I cam 'rii earuclL 
Quod tenebaot. va1ebaf; C aolidoe. Ipsi radmans aecabant uno die in IIDIlO in pratls 
domilll 01 omne oorrililDD quod Bit juheha_faciehon. (,.17' II. 9). AI Ch~ 
AIricus ... _&1 elism Iompore regie WillieImi, 01 roddehel Indo omnee COD. 
sneWdinee 1irma! llicati reddebIm& anl.ece8&oree sui acepto rustico opere aicut. 
depteCBri poleral • propooilo, L 172 b, 2. So the Iiheri hamiD .. of LoiIand 
bet"eon the Bibble BDd the I4erooy Iiko th ... of Salford DOD openabanl per 
consnet.udinem ad aulam domini neque met.ebaD& ill A.agus&o. TUllmDmodo 
unom haism In ailva faci.honI (L 270 .. 1). 
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licence from the lord; still the socman, rodman and otlfer A.D. 1066 

free tenants. appear to have been free proprietors or lessees' -1ll.2. 

whose geld was included along with that of the manorial lord; . 
and who were in a greater or less degree under his control 
Mr Seebohm has sho":n that there was a much larger propor-
tion of this class in the Danish counties than in other parts 
of England 

Of the other tenants by far the most numerous and widely Vill ... ;. 

diffused class. were the 11iUani'; from the Middlesex entries 
it appears that their holdings differed in size, and there are 
only a few incidental notices of services rendered by the men '; , 
at the same time, it seems not unreasonable to identify this 
class with the men who are described under the same name 
in the e.xtenta or later manors; these usually held a virgate of 
land, which was stocked for them, and were bound to do week 
work, boon work and to make some occasional payments to the 
lord. Some Domesday tJillani had aIrea.dy attained the posi-
tion of gablaiores, who paid rent either in kind or coin; though 
the commutation of predial services for money payments does 
not appear to have taken place very rapidly till the fourteenth 
century, when money was becoming more generally available'. 

, In ..... 01 Ibo W ..... lerohire onlrieo the \erma 0I1bo Ienanc7 are stated. 
Land at Pershore 'Wl\8 rented at UDa:firma or twenty ahiIIiDga for the man'. own 
life and that; of his wife, but was then to :return to the Abbey. Other land waals' 
for four lives, and the la8t heir held it at. &he time of the Survey_ Ibid. 176., 9. 

t Prof. V'mogradoft baa shown that considerable oonfwtion arises if this term 
in Domud4, be interpre&ed with the strictneaa that wu IJObsequently given to it . 
... ~t·Uainage .. Engltmtl. pp. 119, '209, 218 . 

• The aervicea are only DOted incidentally. In Bricstelmestuna x villani at 1 

bordarii cum ~ carucit at anwi at aemiDant vi 8Cl'88 de proprio aemiDe. So too 
in Depefordei and in Aiehintune vi coliberti mdnnt per annum :Ii solido. at ii 
deDarioe.i arani ei I181DinanI do proprio _ zIi aeras (DOtJIUdGy, L 174 b, I). 
Relham quotea .. Bimilar case, IJomudq.y JU",. 861. The serri.oeB DOted ~ often 
those of men who were ccmsidered free. Derbei. Omnea iati taiDi habueront con .. 
aueludinem reddere ii oras deuarioram. de 1IIl8quaque oarucata &erne at faciebant 
per eonsuetudinem domoa regiI et qtue ibi partinebant Bio at villani, et p1scarias et 
in ail" haiaa et .tabililuraa; et qui ad hmc JlOD ibat quando debebe.t ii IOlidos 
emtmdabat et post.ea. ad opus veni.ebat et operabatur donee perfectum erato 
UnusqoiJque eorum uno die in AugtlIto mittebat :meaaores WD8 secare aegetes 
regia, L 269 b, ~ The men of Newton in Lanoaahire had the sam~ liberties &II U10se 
of Derby Hundred, et plus i1lia ii diebu in Augusto metebant in oulturi!l regis. t. 
269 h, 2. Again at Deerhurat in Glouoestarahire. De tern. hujua manerii tenebant 
nutchenWri 14 ea\ liberi homines tem.pore regis Edward! qui lameD. omnes ad 
opus domini arabant et herciabaD.&, falcabant at metebant. Domtldoy, I. 166 ... i. 

, T. W. Page, End of Villainoge i1' England, 89, 48. See below pp. 2SS, 898. 



168 FEUDALISM. 

A.D. l066
t 

':nie viliain may be taken as corresponding with the gebur, 
-1272. who is described in the Rectitudinea as holding a yardland 

and owing similar services, in week work and boon work, to 
those which were exacted later from the villunus. 

00......... In the next place we have a cl~s of tenants which is 
sometimes distinguished into two sub-varieties-the cotaryus 
and the bordariu.s; generally we have one or the other 
specified, but occasionally they both occur together '; they 
appear for the most part to have had little plots with 
their homesteads; but not to have had any oxen of their 

• own'. We should be justified in all probability in 
identifying one or other of them with the cotsetle men-

~,,.,,;. tioned in the Rectitudines. The beeherds, swineherds' and 
others enumerated in that document are apparently grouped 
together under the heading of servi in Domesday Boole: 

TT!. omf.. It would be interesting if we could be sure that the 
D:.:.~ay. enumeration of Domesday is complete, and that it gives an 

• accurate statement of the able-bodied population. There is 
no reason, however, to believe that this is the c:lSe; in one 
instance where we can test it, the information furnished by 
Domesday is not exhaustive. There are only a few notices 
of p!l.l'ish priests or parish churches; yet there is every 
reason to believe that these ecclesiastical divisions date from 
a far earlier time; and no mention is made of some churches, 
like that of S. Benet in Cambridge, which were certainly 
standing. The clergy as a class are omitted from the reckon
ing, and we have no reason to believe that the enumeration 
of other classes is complete; if there was a class of • free 
labourers' it is not clear under which heading they would 
have been included. It seems possible too that the reckoning 
is not so much of people as of personal responsibilities which 

1 This is the eue .t Staines: the enllDleration ihere givei:a of the .jze of the 
holdings ill instructive: Ad dominium pertinent :Ii hidie et Wi IUDt xiii earaeee. 
Villani habent xi earucaa. 1m iii villani quiaque dimidiam hidam. at illi TillaaJ 
de i bida et viii "rillani qniaque de dimidio virgatle pi; :us.vi bordarii de iii lUdis fJl. 
i villanus de i virgata et iill bordarii de :d aerie e& :r. bordarii qlliBque • acraa. et 
.... cotarii quisque cIe iili aerie et; Wi bordarii de i ru-gata et ill eotarii de b: acris 
et xii servi ei xlri burgeDBeI qui redilont per aDD:am :d IOlidoe. DomudtJy. J. 
128 .. 2. . 

I Audrew .. Old ,A''II9li.1f JiGJUn', 17S. 
• An acoount of theservantl at Glutonbwand tlJeirperquiaUa will be found 

in the Liber Bema de 801iau. pp. 16-17. 



I ROYAL INQUISITIONS. 169 

might be discharged by more than one hUll}an being, as ill; itA:D. 1008 

. difficult to account for the phrase 'half a villain '1 unless by -1272. 

" some snch suppositio~" , 
There is a great variety in the method of describing the TM ....... 

waste, and in the uses to which it was put·; it was intportant 
11> note that there was pasture enough for the teams', and 
wood for repairing the houses' and for making tbe tem-
porary fences which kept the cattle from straying into the 
growing corn '. In some cases, as in Yorkshire, the length and 
breadth of the waste is given; in Cambridgeshire it is rather 
estimated by the pannage for swine; hawking or hunting> 
facilities are occasionally mentioned'; and great stress is 
laid on opportunities for fishing. We also find careful note 
of the other resources, in particular of the mills; it is not MU". 
always clear what was the power which worked the~" as .' 
in the case of the mill wbicli endangered the ships in the 
harbour· at Dover" per magnam turbationem maris'." One 
very important industry 'was tbe manufacture of salt; the§all. 
pits at Droitwich were much worked, and ,;. large number 
of neighbouring proprietors had an, interest in them'; 
curious details are also. given in some of the Cheshire 
entries". There is evidence that iron ore was worked at r ..... 
Rhyddlan in Flintshire" as. well as in the neighbourhood 
of Gloucester". Another set of profitable rights were those 
connected with markets", which are mentioned not infre- Ma,"". 
quently. On the other hand f",irs are rarely" specified. 

I DomUrJ4Y lJook, Burewelle, 192 b, 2 and Graoteaete, 196 a, 1. :rlii. villani ct 
dimidium. i ill riUani at dimidium. 

S The Bishop 01 WOrcester'8 rights at Malvern are a good instance. De hac 
habeba.& mel et venationem at quiequid uibat et insuper J: solidos. Modo est 
in forest&. P8SD&gitUU vero et ignem et domorum emendatioDem inde acclpit 
epiacopus. Domudo.y, L 178 a, 2. • Pa.stura ad pecuniam villm • 

• Compare the rights in the wood of Milchete in Wiltshirej quater:u. caretedes 
lignorum at ad dom08 et ad sepea quod opus est. Domu8,ay, I. 68 B, 1 and 2. 

, Nemus ad sepes retlciendaa. 
IS Buton&. Harnm viginti hidarum omnes silvas habet comes in foresta sua 

positna. Unde manelia 811D.t moltum pejorata. Haec foreata habet :I. leugas 
longitudin8 et ill leugas latitodine. Ibi aunt qoatoor sine &Cl'ipitrum. Domt8day, 
1.268 h. 

, Domudd1l, J. 1 a, L 8 Dornatlay, l. 172 a, 2-
• DomutlaIf, L 268 a,' 1 and I. 10 DomesdaV, L 269 B, 1. 

u DrnntN:lall. L 169 .. 1. .. 13 Frome, Domudo.y. L 86 hi 1. 
11 Asl»eUa W. Su4'olk, Damuday. a. 4:18. 
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A.D. 1066 \l.'he I~t poiJ¥ noted in each entry is a statement of the v:!: sum of all these separate items; thi~ is given by simply 
noting the annual value of the wh'ole estate in terms of 

and 'h.... money for three distinct periods. We can thus see fairly 
...... 'i ..... well which estates had suffered most during the troubles 

connected with the Conquest; wherever the numbers of the 
tenantry had decreased, whether they paid in money or by 
their work, the annual value would decline. On the whole 
it appears that the lowest point was reached, generally 
speeking, at the time when the lands were granted by King 

-William; many estatee had recovered since that date, and 
some were in better condition than they had been in the 
time of the Confessor. The comparison of these annual 

• values with the rating (quat hidaJ) gives us the means of 
• detecting the cases where the taxation was levied at favour

able rates. 
lIilton 63. Leaving the articles of enquiry we may now look at 

.one or two particular entries; they give us illustrations of the 
points already discussed, but we can also glean from them 
a great deal of interesting information as to the way ~ 
which estates had changed hands at the Conquest. 

~ t 
In Middeltone ten Radulf" de Picot . xu . hid. Tra . e 

t • • It 
VII • <la\" • In dilio font • II • 7 alia! • II • paIs . ee • Ibi x . 

t ~ 
uitti cii XII • bord 7 IX • cot hilt • In • car . Ibi • v . Ierni • 

t ,) t t 
ptii IIII • car • Pafta ad pecun . De mareIch • IeJ[cent 7 L. 

~ t 
anguiH. 7 XII • den . In totis nalent nat • VII • lib • Q..do 
recep £ VIII • iiI; . T.R.E£ xu . liM 

" In Middleton Radolf holds twelve hides of Picot; there 
is land for seven teems. On the domail\ there are two teams, 
and there could be two more. Ten villains with twelve 
bcrdare and nine cottars have three teams there. Five serfs 
are there. The;e is a meadow for four teems and pasture 

1 DoMu.l4" L \lO1 b, L In Midde1loDe Ie ... Badulfao de Pkolo xU bid ... 
Term _ v.ii earueia. In daminio IODt m.. et. alia cbue )QI1IDt ease. Uri:s. 
'rillaDi CQID. :rli bcmlariiB ei D. eotariil haben& iii carucu. Ibi" terri. Pratmn ijjj 
......... l'utma ad pecuniam. D. mari8ea del aoguillio "' xii _ ID Iolis 
valeDtiis .. let vH Hb. Qtumdo receplt rill lib. Tempon JIesUo Edwardi xii lib. 
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for the cattle. From the marsh 650 eels I'Ild twelve pahce. A.D·Y)66 

,The whole is worth seven pounds: when he received it eight. -12<11. 

- pounds j in the tinIe of King Edward twelve pounds '," The 
entry closes with an account of the previous tenan ts: one had 
heen purveyor of the royal household j he had held six hides 
and three virgates of the Abbey of Ely, and he was not free 
to sell them nor to separate them from the church j through 
his death the land returned to the church of S, Etheldreda of 
Ely j four other BOcmen held four hides and half a virgate 
under the Abbey of Ely, but they were able to sell their 
land, There is little bere that calls for special remark; ,thb' 
domain at Milton was part of the Ely land, which the Abbey 
had got iii exchange for another estate', but the long resist
ance of Hereward from hie 'Camp of Refuge' had given 
ample excuse for confiscation, and it now belonged to Picot • 
tbe Sherifi' j the four BOcmen, who each held ~ hide, had also 
suffered in the struggle, and if they survived, tbey were no 
longer in possession; it is not probable tbat they had. 
exercised their powers of selling their land, 

In the entries of some of the manors we get very definite Fo'",,- 0/ 
statements, not only as to the value of the obligations to be PO_'" 
discharged but as to the' form of payment. In connection 
witb the royal manor of Soham we read- of seven fishermen 
who were bound 10 give fish three times a year, and the 
terms for settling pecuniary debts are clearly dofined', 

1 Prom the Libe?' Elimri. we gather that the price orland was about ~5a.hide 
in the tenth and e1evenUl centuries: in all probability this inclu.ded the stock on 
the land: the team of eight oxen would be worth £1. The live-stock on the waste 
at Hilton is given in the IRquintio Elunm, and from various incidental qnotations 
of the prices of stock (Tborpe, .4.ncient LGIIJI, L pp. 189, 296, 867, C;8'l i Hale, 
8. PGuI'" p. J'lill) we get the value of the stock as follows: 

2 oxen unemployed 
220 sheep at 6cI. 
24 pigs at 84. 
6 horses at 101. • 

o 
411 8 

18 0 
800 

£812 8 

• 24.0 ncres in u.chauge for 997 at Fordham. Lib. ElimtM. JI. 81. 
• Baham manerium regia pro i1 hidis et dimidia Be defendebat. Terra est , 

xiv carow. Ibi IUDt xvi villani et xvi bordarii cum. 1ii caro.cia. In dominio 
tl caruem at Iv servi et ii molendini ulv aolidoram. De piBcariB iii milia et 
qningente anguillie. Pratum.:diii caru.cii. Paatura ad pecUDiam villm. Ibi 'ri1 
piscatorea reddentes regi presentatiouem piscium ter in anno secundum quod 
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~1~066 'rwe.nty-ifve pouDJIs were to be tested and weighed; thirteen 
by .,dr,h • • pounds and eight shillings were to be paid by tale, with an. 
OT by tale. allowance of de-albating money for the defects of the coin; 

this payment was -apparently a new composition.for the petty 
customs on corn, malt, and honey. This last article was 
very greatly prized, as meu had to rely almost entirely on 
honey and the honeycomb, both for sweetening and for 
lighting. 

Th. ....... 64.. Among the most interesting entries in the Survey 
are those which put on record some information as to the 
various towns. There seems to have been iii each shire 
a burg or civitaa, which was not part of the royal estate'; 
each of these towns was a curiously complex group, and quite • 
a number of different proprietors appear to have had houses 
and rights in. them'. It is difficult to see amid all the 

POSSUD*'. In tom valeutiis reddit per BJUlum. :u.v llbras arsaa et pensataa et 
xiii b"bras at viii solid08 et iv denari08 ad num.eram de albia denariia pro fmmento, 
brasio, melle et; allis minutia CODsuetodinibns. Tempore Regis Edwardi reddebat 
~ libras ad D~eromJ at per iii dies fumam de frumento, melle et braaio et 
de omnibus allis. Hoc manerium haboit rex Edwardua semper in dominio. 
DMtlJtlday, I. 189 a, 2-

1 Maitland, D()JIIUaa" Book and Beyond, 178. 
t In Burgo de Warunic habet rex in dominio S110 cxi.i1 damns, et baroneB 

regis habent cxii de quibWl omnibus rex habet geldum mum. Episcopulll de 
Wirecestre babel ix masnras. Episcopu de Celltre vii. Abbas de Coventrea 
x.uvi et; iill sunt vast.re propter sitnm castelli. Episeoptul coostantientis i domum 
habet. Comes de Melland xii maaoraa. Alberieus com88 habuit iili qwe pertinent 
ad temun quam. tenuit. Hugo de Grentemaisnil iill et mooachi pilardintone 
babentideeo. BeinrieusdeFerereshabei~ RobertusdeStradlordvi. Bogerios 
de iuri ii Bicardua yenator i. Radulfos de Limesi n. Abbas Halmasberie i. 
WillleImus bounslet i. Willielmua flliua corbncion dnas. Goiafridll8 de 1fagnevi1le 
i. Goislridua de W ..... l GiBI._ de GaD. iL ow._ budI L Nioola .. 
ballil!arius L Stephan .. stinoau i. TurclW tilL Harold ii. o.bern .. lilius 
Rieardi i. Cristina i. Luith monia1i8 ii.. 

Bat ~ pertinen1; ad terrae quaa ipsi baronee tenent extra burgam et ibi 
appreeiabB BUnt. Prsrter baa supradictaa DlUW'a8 lOBi in ipso bargo xix 
burgenses qui habent xis. masuras cam aaca fit BOCa et. omnibus eonsaetudinibus. 
et ita habebani; T. B. E. Tempore Begis Edwardi vieeeomitatue de W&rUuic cam 
burgo at cum regallbua Manerijs reddebat !xv hDraa fit D.1vi aextaria mellis. aut 
DiU libras et 'Viii 8Olidos pro omnibus qme ad mel pertinebant. 

Modo inter 4rmam regalium Maneriorum. et placlta eomitatua reddit per annnm 
exlv libras ad pondUBc et nili librae}ttO coD.8UeludiDe canunt. at xx aolidoe pro 

. B1lIDlIl8rio. et :I libraa pro aeeipitre, et c aoUd08 reg:i.o.!e pro gerBilma. 
Pneter hoe reddtmi uilii sextaria mellia cum maiori 1Il8IlSlU'a, et de Burgo n 

.extaria me1lia. Sextariam aeili~ pro sv deDariia. De hie habet eomeII de 
Me1lew1 vi aextaria et v aolidoe. 

Consuetudo Waruuic fuit at eveote rege per tenam. in expeditionem, decem 
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div~ty of separate claims wJ:'erein the u~it~ of. t'he grpujl ~1~~ 
cionslsted; but there were at least common obligations to the 
. Crown, definite rights in the common fields, some tradition of 
common clls.~m, and the germ of burghal administration. 
The towns seem to have suffered more seriously tban the 
merely rural districts duriog the struggle for the English 
Throne. It is said that the Danish elements in the 
population prolonged resistance more than others, and 
tbis may have accounted for some of the opposition, 
whicb developed in the north and called down such 
terrible vengeance; it may account too for the partialJ 

destruction of Exeter and Chester, of Lincoln and York. 
But the chief complaint was due to the clearances which 
William· effected in order to obtain sites for the castles with 
which he fiw.lly quelled resistance. More than half the t;.t:,'tf.::; 
bouses had been destroyed in Barnstaple, Wareham, and ' 
Dorchester; and in Cam bridge, besides the smaller destruc-
tion ·which had taken place in other wards, 28 houses had 
been pulled down in one ward to build a castle, The city 01' 
Shrewsbury was in a pitiable plight; not only was much of 
it destroyed, but the French burgesses' were exempted from 
the payment of burgh assessments, 00 that tbe sum which 
was formerly defrayed by the contrib!Itions of 252 house-
holders was now levied on a miserable remnant of 59'. 

It is also striking to notice the distribution of the more df.tribu;: 
important towns; the southern coasts were evidently of chief ""'". 
importance. Though London is not included in the Survey 
we can draw on other sources for some information regarding 
the chief city of the kingdom; it was assessed at 1200 
hides', and its customs have been recorded in some detail. 
The city of York contained 1600 houses---<!ven N "rwich 
and Lincoln were smaller-and Chester was the centre of 
bUl'geosea de Waruuic pro m:mbua alija lnmt. Qui monitUi non ibat C 8Olld03 
regi em.enda.bat. . 

Si vero per mare contm h08tea BU08 lhat rex, uel iili bataueins, uel ilii libras 
denariorum ei mit.tebant. DomudaYt I. 238 a. 1. 

1 On &he francigene of Domudall compw:e Appendi21 E •. 
, Domu""r, L 952 .. 1. , 
• Hid4givm comitatua ton ... MidtHZ.eu. The Abbey of Westminster was 

rated a.t 118 hides ; the county of Middlesex at 858i hides.. and paid £85. 0.. 64. for 
Danege1d. ~hile London paid £120. British MUBeum, Add. )ISS. 14,252, f. 127. 
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: I ... ge t:OOe Which extended to the Danish settlements in 
Ireland and perhaps to more distant regions. 

There was both a landed and a moneyed interest in the 
towns, and the townsmen, in so far as they were engaged in 
tillage, probably found themselves subjected to heavier 
burdens in the period after th~ Conquest'. The Cambridge 
burgesses had to lend their teams nine times a year to the 
sberiff-formerly three times only. The best description of 
the rights and duties which were enforced in a trading 
centre is to be found in the account of Ch.ster·. The 
.,egulations for local police serve at all events to show the 
nature of the crimes which were most common; but there is 
curiously little mentioll of difficulties in the actual conduct 
of transactions, or of the security of foreign merchants. 

65. Besides the Domesday Survey there were other 
royal inquisitions which throw light upon this period. Not 
only are there interesting inventories', which were got to
Jether for assessing taxes on movables, and local enquiries 
like the Liber Winton of Henry L', but by a most fortunate 
coincidence there was a second general enquiry, from the 
results of which we have a detailed record of the condition' 
of many parts of England at the close of this period. We 
are thus able to get' some data for estimating the growth 
which took place during the two centuries which elapsed 
between the compilation of Dame&day Book and of the 
Hundred Rolls; while the records of ecclesiastical houses 
furnish us with many particulars for special places in the 
intervening years. The Inquisitio Eliemia' and E:coo 
Domesday' were apparently transcribed for the sake of pre
serving a statement of the condition of the monastic and 
ecclesiastical property at the time of the Conquest. Th" 

J Haitland, T......ap aod B.,..1o, 45. The-pn>dW"""-"~' 
which were a matter of eomplain~ in 1200. ma,. nm han been oId.er thaD. &he time 
of Hemy L. when Bohen of Needham established his power 0"'''' &he whole town 
wilhlhe .. cepliDDoIIheBiahop·o/ee: Ba ....... _of""'B~A oj Lei«mr, 
L XIV. xx. On later eontroversiee ill regard to &he Lammu land8 d CoYentry 
lee ll. D. B&nis. Lift g. .. Old BagU.' TOUt .. 206. 

• TheealllDmS relat.ing Iol0JOign m..-.haoJe .... illlereeting, and they _ 1m
oepara'" jariadieliD .. ill one diy. Ihe king, earl, and _po ~,I. 262 b. 
l,and2ti8a. L . • Bot. Pad. I. 228.. • D.B. rv.ML 

, D. B. IV. 4.9a. AJao edited by N. E. S. 1I&m.iJ:&oIl. • D. B. 1'9'. 1. 
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larger f:iber· Winton 1 was drawn up by the .orders of Bi&hop ~2Aooa 
Henry m 1148; the Boldon Book' was a survey of the rents . 
of the church of Durham, made by Bishop Hugh in 1183 . 
.similar investigations were carried out by Abbot Samson 
of Bury about 1185',' and surveys, more or less complete 
in character, have survived for the lands of Burton', Peter-
borough 6 and Glastonbury", as well as for those of S. Paul's in 
London 1 and S. Mary's at Worcester". The special features 
of these inquisitions have been discu88ed by Mr Hall·. 

The precise object which the first Edward had in view 
when the Hundred RoUB was compiled in 1274, was some-' 
what different from that of the first William in 1086, as 
he wished to discover the real nature and extent of the 
traditional rights of the crown, and to detect the malver-
sations of royal officers. When Edward L returned to Eng- 1(.1..,., •. 
land and assumed the reins of government, he found that""'" • 
the royal righ~ had suffered most serious encroachments 
and that royal lauds had been appropriated, to the very •. 
severe lOBS of the crown". He thereCore appointed com
mi88ioners who were charged to enquire into the royal 
lands and royal ,rights in each shire; this survey was con-
duct..,d in very much the same way as that of the Conqueror. 
Extracts from the inquisition then made, which have special 
reference to the usurpation of jurisdiction and other royal 
rights and poBBesBiODS, exist for all the counties of England. 
The Hundred Rolls in their full shape only survive Cor seven 
counties, but they contain a most extraordinary mass o~ 

I D. B. lV. 642-
• D. B. lV. 666. AlIo edited by Greenwell for !.he S_ SocIety. 
• ruB euqlliry Is mentioned by Jocelin in his Ohronick, p. 21. Tho portion 

of the 8tll'Vey which has been preserved gave a clue &0 Hr Corbett .. to Ule levying 
of the Danegeld in Eaal "'gila. 

• BarfQo llh4rI.w" (IllS), w ... SoU, Arohaol. a... Oolketiono, v. 18. 
I Lih<r Nig ... (1126-8). in Olrom... P.lroburg_ (Camdeu Society). 
o Liber H~nrici de 8oliaaJ, edited by J. E. Jackaou. aDd publlBhed as InquiritiOfJ 

4 y""",. of G_"." Abbey (l1BS). (Bo.burgh Club). 
1 Domudlly &dtdpAi de lJiuto (1181). BagiltnnIa de ,",i£(UI1oM U'W.UIeJ"iorum 

(1222). edited by Hale for the Camdeu SocIety. • 
I lkgNtrum ~ Becta JldI"iG WigomNW (124.0), editecl by Hale for the 

Camden Society. There ia alBo an interesting rental of ColdiPgham in Berwick .. 
.al.ire (1298). {J~ 4 •• oj {JoMiog""'" (S_ 800.), p.lx=v. 

• FOrlirlUla Boole, pt. iL 6, ft. 
10- .dQlIc&U 0/ Winekuter. 119._ 
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·~~7~~6 ill~ation, vel!' much more detailed than that which is 

given in Domesday Book; they afford us a most curious 
insight into the life of the time, and supply information 
bearing on the progrees of the country since the earlier reCord 
had been compiled. 

Arliel .. ol The articles of enquiry are elaborate; they first demand 
enquiry. information as to what manors the king had at the 

time or used to have in his own hands; there is then an 
enquiry as to the royal tenants in chief and as to losses by 
sllbinfeudation; then as to the free socmen on royal domain; 

E"Porlol 
tDOOl. 

-then as to the ferm and other rents of each hundred or 
burgh, and of alienations; there next is an article about 
those who claimed to hold courts of wreckage, to have other 
royal rights or the assize of bread and ale; also about those 
who by the privileges granted to them interfered with the 
course of justice, and assumed or enlarged chases and 
warrens. Enquiries are made too as to the misdeeds of the 

.royal officers, either in taking bribes and compounding 
crimes, or in fiscal exactions'; also in connection with the 
repairs of royal castles and manors, escheats to the crown 
and such other matters. 

The articles, as given at the commencement of the 
printed volume, are not quite complete; there were four or 
five other points on which· enquiries were made and one of 
these yielded information that is of special economic inte
rest'. It had reference to the export of wool to Flanders at 
the time when owing to the hostile relations between the 
king and the Countess' that trade had been prohibited or 
only carried on by special licence'. In regard to each of the 

J The bailift's of the porte in King John'. time took excessive custom; in ca&eI 
.. h ... merobaDls BOld • porlioD of their goods 10 get oapply of viotaalo, the,- ...... 
only 10 he cIwged customs em \be goods told IIJId 001 OIl \be "bole ""TfIO. Bz",,1: 
Book ol.Admiralty, I. 72 . 

• Item qui cImoDte di&cordio iDler domiDum Ilegem et comItisoam FIoDdrbe 
fraudulenler ooniro iDibici<>JIem Tel defOlJBioDem DomiDI IIegje Iaou duenml. 
Bot. B1S1Ul. It. 245. 

, Varenbcrgh, BIl4Iimv <iiplomaliquu _ FI ....... .. /' AagIo ....... 1M, 188. 
, llespcmdeDI et dicuDI qDDd durante di&cordio iDler dominum IIsgem AngIIoe 

•• comItisoam FIoDdrbe quod Gregori .. d. Bokeele, Stephan .. de Coraball, 
Tho .... de BaaiDggea, Niebolu de Wyoloa, Wolmarat de Estebep, P._ Cooyn, 
WillieIm .. Bo., Boben .. de Anz, BicanIwo de Anz, Bicard .. de AbbiDgdon, 
Ricarda de EVer8, AIanu.s ad Cutrum Ba~BoberiQ8 de BuiDgge., Biccrdll8 • 
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alleged infractions of royal right, there ~ the reiterated A.D}066 

question as to the warrant by which the man presumed to -12,2. 

usurp crown property or regal privileges. 
The commissioners appear to· have executed the task Ed!,,

most exhaustively, and to have carried back their enquiries d!i~ry 
as to proof of title for several generations. They also put on 
record in many cases very detailed statements of the precise 
position and ohligations of the tenants on different estates. 
';1'he purpose of the Domesday Survey had been to make such 
a financial estimate as to enable the king to reckon on the 
revenue he might expect as galal, or the sums he might 
levy as geld; but in the Hundo:ed Rolls the immediate 
object was to investigate the legal rights ·of the king, and 
of the tenantry, The mode of procedure was similar to that 
which the Conqueror had adopted; it can be followed step 
by step in the case of Lincolnshire. First in 1274t the 
commissioners were empowered to make their enquiries of 
sworn jurors, and they appear to have completed their task . 
within the year_ From the rolle thus furnished, extracts 
were compiled of those matters which demanded farther 
information, and quo warranto proceedings based upon 'them Quo 
were instituted before the Justices in Eyre'. In the Lin- .oo.-ranto. 

colnshire and in the Gloucestershire Rolls, a brief note is 
appended of the results which were finally reached. Thus 
it was found that Norman Percy held .. carucate of land .. t 
Fulletby in Lincolnshire which was part of the honor of 
Horncastle, and which had been alienated as long ago as the 
time of Henry 1 It was worth five marks annually. It was 
finally decided by .. jury of twelve men that it was geld .. ble 

Digon, MorekiDus Ie Wolmongere, Lnca.a de Lukes at tota sua. societas, Aldebrandua 
de Lac .. et tota 81l11o societas, Bostikeyl et tola SWl societas, Denteytws et tau. sua 
societas. Hugo Pape et tota SUB. societas, Jacomimus de Leget et tota sua societas, 
Willie1mus Lam,. de Bothomago et multi alii tam de regno Anglim quam de allis 
regnis quorum nomina. et persooas penitue ignorant contra. inhibiclonem domini 
Regis fecerunt oariare lanas ultra mare aet quot aaceoa at quos portua oIXlIlino 
ignorant et quo warranto similiter ignorant. Ro'. Hund. I. 405. From other 
entries ii appears that the wool was mostly shipped. either to Calais or S. Omer 
(L p. 406). Wool grown in Nortbamptonshire was Bbipped to Booen by South
ampton (II. 4). In llOlD.e cues it was smuggled out, made up like parcels of aloth 
(L p. 411), and in others it W&8 packed in casks of wine (I. p. 414). 

-II: 1 Statute of Gloucellt". (1278). preamble. 

C. H. 12 
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A,D,l066 laM and that .the king had seisin of it', The abbot of 
-1272. Westminster was accused of very many encroachments'; 

he had extensive privileges but he had enlarged them in an 
unwarrantable fashion, to the prejudice of the king and his 
subjects, since the time of the battle of Evesham. 

Though the enquiry had a legal rather than a directly 
financial bearing, it preserves details which throw an: im
mense amount of light on every side of industrial and com

Wool mercia! life. It is possible 'to get a surprisingly detailed 
trad". account of a portion of the English wool trade from these 

• pages; the persons who were engaged in it both internally 
and as export merchants.; the rates at which business was 
done, the ports of shipment, and so forth. It would be 
comparatively easy to construct a wonderfully complete 
directory for certain towns, with the names of each of 

f.id:~. the householders and a. summary of his title'; and much 
curious information occurs as to the dilapidation' of bridges, 

• and the encroachments of building in the streets. Aga.in in 
some rural districts, as in Huntingdonshire, the rights and 
responsibilities of the various tenants are stated in detail. 

1 Rot. Hunt/,. L 503 . 
• Dieunt quod Abbas Westmonasterii habet et clamat habere retnmmo et 

extractas brevium et tenet pIncita de namio vemo, levavU etiam farcas in eomitatn 
Middlesex. Habet etiam assisam panis at cerevisiat videlicet retnrnum et extmctas 
brevium et placita de Damio vetito in omnibus manerii8 aois in comitato Middlesex. 
Assisam panis et eerevisile in villa de Stanes et .pod WestmoD&8terium. Et 
spud Stapes mereatnm levarit, etiam apud Tyborn quasdam tareaa conetrus.it, 
etiam quoddam moJenwnom aquatieum in Thtunisi in eomitatu MidcUesex fn.. 
pediena rectum eursum aque predicte in prejudicium corona domini RegiJI et ad 
muimum dampnnm" civitatis sue Londoni quo warento Deselnnt et hila U8UB est 
post bellUm de Evesham. Bot. HURd. L 422. 
~ • Thirty-six closely-printed pages are devoted to details about Cambridge. 

Item Lucia qwe fnit uxor Willielmi Toylet tenet unom. meuuagium. hi paroeh.ia 
Omnium Sanctorum juxta 088pitaiem, quod emit de Willie1mo de 8aueto Edmundo, 
eapeUano, qui quidem Willie1mua illud habuit de dono Roberti de Sancto Edmundo 
paw sui, qui quidem Ro~ Wud emit de Andrea de Wimpol, qui quidem 
Andreas illud habuit ex antiqua mecessione antecessorum SUOrnDl at inde reddit 
per annum Cancellario Universitatis Cantabrigeusis iii .. e& llo88pitali SaDcti 
Johannis Cantabrigensis xii d. &t. Hurul. II. 800 . 

• Dicont etiam quod cum pons Londouie fuisset multo tempore in manu eivium 
civitatis et semI*' consueverint de communi 888ensa facers C1l8todem ad COIDIIlD. 

nem. pro.flcium domini Regia et. sue civitatis e& omnium tran8eoucium, DUDe est 
dictna pon8 in manu domina Regine, et Desciuot quo warento_ Dicont. eUam. 
quod idem pons eal in magno pericDlo cadendi per defectu.m co8todie quod ea1; ad 
magnum periculum domini. Regis do 8U8 civitatis et 0lDD8I (.ie:) &raDaetwcium. 

• 110'. HKRd. L 40&. 

) 
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The question how far these data enable' us to e'stim.,te tD. 1066 

the progress that occurred during the two ~ centuries after -1272. 

the Norman Conquest, is not easy to answer. If we hope 
to make a.ccurate comparisons we shan for the most part be 
disappointed, since we are so often ba.ffied by the silence ~opu14-
of Domesday. It ca.nnot be doubted, however, that there tw •• 

wa.s a very great growth of rural population, and a consequent 
increa.se of manorial resources l • The total services due in
creased' and holdings were often subdivided', while there wa.s a 
great addition to-the number of free tenants in some estates'. 
At Milton" there were twenty-three free tenants, twenty-niP.e 
villa.ins, and fifteen cottars, besides the rector and his ha.lf-
dozen dependents. The change ;.; still more striking in the 
towns, for it is evident that they had not only increa.sed in 
number but had a.lso altered in character. Many had become 
centres of dealing and industry; they were filled with shops, 
and were not only agricultural, but industrial and commercia.l' 
groups. 

What is most curious about some of the towns is the • 
complica.ted system of government which obtained in them T. Du4! 

In oeca.sional difficulties at Cambridge a.s to the respective control. 

rights of University and town, we still see something of 
the coBfusion which wa.s ca.used by conflicting rights and 
privileges, but the ca.se of Edinburgh affords a more curious 
instance of the survival of separate loca.l jurisdictions. The 
burghs of CanongateB and Portsburgh and the ba.iliary of· 
Calton maintained their independence of the city of Edin
burgh till they were merged in it in 1856. The tradition of 
the severance between the French and English towns' still 
lingers at Nottingham, where it wa.s perpetuated by the 

1 See p. 104 above. 
:I N. NeilsoD. EcolWmic OontiitiOfU 0/ the Manor • .o/ Ramuli. 46, 50, 
a Kovalevsky. »i.e otk. ERtll1ickduRfI EVI'Op4' •• D. 70 . 
• Page, Die UtnU1aRd/.ng tier Fro/.,adieuce '" ~,19. See below, p. 898. 
• Rot. Hund. D. 452. 

. • This appears even in the depreciatory remarks which are put into the mouth 
of a French Jew i at Bris&o1 there was no one but aoapmakers. A.D. 1192. 
Riehard of Devizes. Chrtm. § 8l. 

t In Norwich the king and earl had had &aek and 80C ana consuetudo over 
238 burgeases, Stigand over 50. and Harold over 82. Domuda.,. D. 116. 

a 8colti.A Yv.uipol CorporatiorN ReporC (ISS5). Part L p. 829. 
I In Norwich the two distinct elementa seem to have been merged in one 

system: of municipal goveroment in 1223 and perhaps earlier. Hudson. LtC' 
J..rndi&tiOti i.- tile Oily of JiOnDicla,DT. :I.Y. 

12-2 
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A.D. 1066 'diJ{eren~es in t~e customs of the two towns'. In London 
w:.~~: each single ward had its own government; and the separate 

reports, which the commissioners collected from each of them, 
show how little administrative unity there was throughout 
the different parts of the city. It was still a congeries of 
distinct wards each belonging to a distinct 'baron'; and 
there were conflicting privileges and competing jurisdictions 
in many localities. 

After all, a great deal of the trade of the country was 
carried on at occasional marts rather than at permanent 

• centres, and we find a g90d deal of information in the 
Fa;". Hund"ed Rolls about various fairs. This is a matter on 

which Domesdav is almost entirely silent', and there can be 
but little doubt that many fairs had been founded since that 
tinle. In Cambridge there were four annual fairs, one 
belonging to the Prior of Barnwell, held for four days from 

A.D. 1211. the Vigil of S. John the Baptist', and now surviving in 
• Mid;nlmmer fair, for this he paid a mark of silver; another, 

whic.h existed in the present century as Garlic fair, belonged 
'.D.1150. to the Prioress and nuns of S. Rhadegund, and lasted for t,vo 

days from the feast of the Assumption of the Virgin'; a 
• A.D. 1211. third, belonging to the Master of the Lepers' Hospital', was 

held on Holy Cross Vigil and Day, and survives in Stourbridge 
fair'; the fourth belonged to the burgesses and was held on 

1 Nottingham lleeord8, t. pp. 124, 168, 172, 186. 
I This silence is not of eonne absolutely conclusive. nor do charters prove the 

date of the origin of • fair; fairs which were gran&ed to partieaJar persons may 
have existed before that time, either 88 mere 1ISlU'pStiona. or in the king'8 own 
hands. So far as Domuday is coucemed • fair might have existed, but if the 
king had not granted the toUs to anyone, but kept them in his own hands, It 
would make no di1t'erenC8 in the rating for the Geld and might possibly be 
omitted from the Ilee.onL The mention of Irish merchants YisitiDg Cambridge 
with cloth (Wer ElitNi6, D. 82) is at leasl engges&ive of • fair &here before Uae 
Conquest. OIl the other baud it is sometimes possible to trace the hi.etory of the 
origin of • fair; there ean be no doubt that the fa.ir at 8. bee did not originate 
before the discovery of the alleged reli .. ID 1002. and the eerliest graD' is 1110.
Maitland (Selde. &t:iety. Selul Pleu, Manorial, x. 181). There were fain at 
Cheeter (Dugdale. Mon. A.". D. 886) ID the .ime of William n., and a. Euler ID 
the twelfth century (Pipe Boll, 6 H. n. p. 61) . 

• By graD' from King John, Rot. Hwod. D. 358 • 
• By grant from King Stephen. HVNlretl BolU. D. S59a 
6 By grant from King John, Hutrdred Boll., 1L 860. 
e In lhe eighteenth century Stoorbridge conUnued. to be • JDCWt importau' 

ma.rt. for all 8Orl8 of manufaetured goods, ... well ... for hol'88l!l, wool and hops. 
Compare Daniel de Foe's most iDtere8tiog account, TolII' (172l). L 91.. 
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the R~gation Daysl. By far the greater par& of the intel'&al A.D}OG6 

commerce of the country was carried on at such fairs, as they -12/2. 

afforded the only opportunities which the inhabitants of 
inland districts possessed of purchasing pepper and other 
imported articles; while they gave the best opportunity for 
bailiffs to lay in a store of those necessaries which they had 
little facilities for procuring in their own homes'. Stourbridge 
fair near Cambridge was the greatest of English fairs'; the 
fens which cut oft'the north of England from the rich district 
of East Anglia here came to an end, :while the old Ickneild 
road which had skirted the north of the great Hertfordshire 
. forest and connected Norwich with the south passed close by. 
Cambridge was thus a natural emporium for trade, but it was 
greatly favoured by the character of its river; this was a 
natural canal along which goods would be easily brought 
from the port of Lynn. It was here that Oxford colleges laid 
in their stock of salted eels for use during Lent, and that 
wool and woollen cloth were largely bought. 

A very vivid picture of the arrangements that were made Und"" 

for the business of a fair is presented to us in the agreement ;if'j.::':~ 
which was made between the Abbey. of Lenton and the 
burgesses of Nottingham about the year 1300'. The fair was. 
to be curtailed four days, in the interest of the local traders, 
and there was to be no open market in the town during the 
time the fair lasted. The size of the booths and the rents to 
be paid for them are specified; cloth-merchants, apothecaries 
and mercers frequented it, as well as men who dealt in hides 
and iron; and the terms of their rents and tolls, according as 
they were members of the Nottingham gild, and had land 
in the town or not, are explicitly stated. Merchants from 
distant towns would meet at these fairs, and they offered the 
chief opportunities for wholesale trade. Any disputes which 
arose were expeditiously settled at the Courts of Piepowder' 

1 Hundred RoU" u. 891. 1 Thorold Bogen, 8i:c Cent. I. 146 . 
• From the point of view of the Londoner in 1189, Bostoh and Winchester 

fairs appear to have been more important j the Rusting Court was not held, as 
otherwise it would have contlicted with the business engagements of the citizen. 
at these marta. Tumer, DomutitJ .4rch'tfotur6, I. 275. On Boston fair Ree 
Thompson, ,Alloe • .ArcA. Boc. D. 870. • Nottingham Becordf. I. 81. 

G Mait.1and. BeldeR &cUt,. 8el~t PkM. Maoorio.L, L 182. On the regulations 
of fairs in Flanders, COmplll'8 Warnkonig, FlfUlllrUc~ Sea""· und Becht8fluckiohte. 
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A.D. 1066 an~ generally "",cording to Law Merchant'. The right to 
-1272. have such a fair and to receive tolls from those who carried 

on th~ merchandise was very lucrative; the owner of the fair 
was tempted however to hold it for a. longer period than 
that which his gra.nt assigned, and for this reason the fairs 
were carefully investigated by Edward's commissioners. 

Ta.king these matters together we may say that a.n 
examina.tion of the Hwndred Rolla leaves on the mind an 
impression of most rapid growth during this period. The 

• population both in rural districts and in towns had increased 
greatly, and there is ample evidence of a large foreign trade, • 
a.nd of great facilities for internal ttade. At the same time, 
despite the mass of information which ea.ch record bas pre
se1"7ed, we have not got the precise data which wQuld be 
necessary in order to enable ns to give an a.ccurate statement 
about the a.ctual growth in any single direction. 

IV. FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 

Political 
rdati0n8 
with· 
COfItinent, 

66. By far tbe most important results of the Norman 
Conquest, so far as English History and Commerce were 
concerned, lay in the new communications which were opened 
up with other parts of the Continent-communications which 
ha.ve been frequently interrupted, but never completely 
snspended. This was partly due to the donble position of 
the reigning monarch, a.s Duke of Normandy a.s well a.s King 
of England, for a. close connection wa.s established between • 
our conntry a.nd the great northern duchy of France; in the 
early Plantagenet reigns by far the larger portion of tbe 
territories of the King of England were on the Continent. 
The constant intercommunication, which these political OM 

injlU$.JlU 
on traM. 

L 320. and App. 'lio. SS. Very InIllnformatiOD rogardiDg Ihooe 01 CIuun~ 
will be found in &he work of Bowque1ot, MhMiru Fue .. U. .. r A~ du 
I"6criptiou, ~ Stirie,.... On the robjooc generally Bee Hovelin., Enai 4iBtoritw 
,.,.le Drvit du Muckil et tk. Foire •. 

1 OD the apecial eharacteri.Btica of Law Merchant 1IlOO the euriou paragraphs 
printed by Mr Bickley io Tlu Littk &4 Bool& of BrUtal. L 57. 
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relations rendered necessary, must have giNen much ni>r~ A.D. 1066 

freqnent opportunities for trade; while the fact, that the -1272. 

lands on each side of the Channel belonged to the' same 
mler, made trading far more secure, and therefore more 
profitable. 

A similar impetus had been given by the connections 
with Denmark' and Scandinavia which were consolidated A.D. 1017; 

under Cnnt, but they were of far less importance, for the 
Norsemen with all their skill and enterprise failed to establish 
a permanent and stable civilisation. Few things ~ more , 
remarkable than the complete collapse of a power whIch had 
shown so much enterprise in planting indusJa'iai and trading 
settlenients; but there was a want of cohesion among the 
several parts, and the alternation of tyranny and anarchy 
seems to have been. fatal to the commerce of the northern 
lands. '!'he decline of northern seafaring and power syn- A.D. 1i1l'l~ 
cbronises in a remarkable m8iIlIler with the conversion of the 
Swed~ and Norsemen. But there was ample comp·ensation. 
in the rapid development of industrial and commercial life in 
Flanders, in Lorraine and the north of Germany, and among 
the French communes; signs of progress were beginning to 
show thjlmselves in the growth of new cities within the 
provinces of the old empire, and even beyond its limits at 
Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck', the nucleus of the H,!-nse 
League, which suppressed piracy and organised. trade. 
Strassburg, ColOgne and other German towns had risen 
into importance under the wise rule of Otho II. and .the A.D. 975. 

fostering care of Archbishops and Bishops'; in the twelfth 
century they were beginning to secure independence from 
the control of the ecclesiastical potentates', S.Omer', A.D. 1127. 

Bruges and other Flemish towns had already attained 
considerable status and importance. The northern to""ns 
exercised a great influence on this island, not only by com
mercial intercourse, but througb the settlers who immigrated 
here'. Tradition reports that many .of them ~ound homes in 

1 CunoingbBll1, ·W utent Ci"iluah'on, II. 112. 
, Gfrorer, Pap" Gregori1J{l VII., vu. 9. HtiWbaum, Hararilches Ur1.'f&Rdenbuc1l, 

L Kos. 4, b, 6. 
8 Schmoller, Stra8,burg. Blilthtl p.14. Bijh1baum, ap. cit. t. No.7 . 
• Giry, lIi&toire de la Vi/k de 8. Om,tr. p. 47. • See .Apptndiz.E, 
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. A.D. 1066 Metray' and Aberdeenshire', and associates them with the 

-1272. Hause which existed north of the Grampinns in the thirteenth 
century'. 

Ioterco"". Great as was the influence exercised by these northern 
::':::.l?':;Ie. towns, far more important results were due to the fact that 
. western Europe now began to come in contact with the 

heritage of Roman civilisation, as it had been preserved at 
Constantinople. The debt which Christendom owes to this 
great city is rarely acknowledged: she was the bulwark 
which broke the force of one wave of invasion after another; 
the Goths in the fourth century, the Huns in the fifth, 
the Slavonic tribes in the sixth, the Persians and Saracens 
in the seventh and eighth, and the Magyars .and Bulgars 
in the ninth, were all checked by the strength she com
manded in her impregnable position'. It was no slight 
service she rendered by merely affording time for the slow 
growth of western civilisation; but we owe her far more 
than this. for the final achievements of the ancient world 
were preserved for us. not in the old Rome. but in the new. 
It was in Byzantium that the great code of Civil Law was 
compiled; it was in Byzantium that the best results of 
Greek science and letters were retained; above all it was at 
Byzantium that the trading habits and connections of the 
Empire were preserved. We in England gradually appro
priated the heritage of ancient Rome, but it reached us 
through strange and tortuous channels: J.lttle came to us 
directly from the province of Britaiu; a larger share waa 
introduced by missionaries and ecclesiastics; but still more 
came through the Italian cities, which had derived their com
mercial vigour from their intercourse with Constantinople. 
Italian commerce revived in centres which had preserved 
their allegiance to the Eastern Emperor; Bari was one of the 
first towns in Italy to show signs of a fresh commercial life ; 
but it never attained to the importance of Amalfi, the town 
from which a ,.ooe of mercantile law emanated. and tbe name 
of which is associated with the discovery of the compas. .. 

I Bain, Nairrw..,.e, pp. 9-2, 98. • Bobbie, .4'-""". p. 18. 
• s .. ttUA Ji..m.ip4l C...,...."'imu. G ... ral Beporl (1835). p.IL 
, D. Bikelaa, ClrUtia. Gruu, 23. 
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The people of Amalfi had the first Italian,factory at Cf>n- A.D. 1066 

stantinople; they had trading connections with Antioch in -1272. 

Syria; and as they entered into friendly relations with the 
Mahommedans in Sicily and North Africa, they did not a 
little to re-establish the commercial intercourse which the 
Arab invasions had severed. The Venetians, who had always 
held aloof from the Lombardic kingdom, soon followed the 
example set them; they obtained a. footing in Constanti-
nople, and engaged in friendly trade with the Saracens; 
while their position enabled them to open up commercial 
intercourse with Germany as well The town life of Italy, ,. 
and the Easte~ and African trade of Italy, had b~gnn to 
revive before the tOOe of the Norman settlements in Sicily 
or of the Crusade.. These were in many ways disturbing 
elements, but they at least served to raise up new com
petitors in Italy, and to introduce the French and English to 
Mediterranean waters. 

The existence of a.ll these towns in such widely separated " ..... !I'~ 
regions is a sign of reviving commercial activity throughout ::1.,,01 
Europe at this time; they supplied the necessary conditions 
without which regular trade could hardly be carried on at 
all UnleSs in a town, or in a fair, the foreign merchant had 
not any sort of status and could not recover his debts; he 
was liable to be mulcted, not according to the Law Merchant 
which he understood, but by local customs which were un-
familiar. ').'his was equally true whether his business took 
him to another country or only to another county. The L,~al . 
Norwich merchant who visited London was as much of a!acil.hU 

foreigner there as the man from Bruges o~ Rouen. In the 
Calendar of fourteenth century letters despatched officially from 
the city of London we find the same sort of communications 
sent to the Bailiff and Good Folk of Gloucester, as went to 
the Burgomasters and Echevins of SluYs'. Commerce almost 
necessarily concentrated itself where such legal facilities 

1 The two entries referred to are consecutive; in the 1!:rst the Gloncester 
authorities are asked to compel Thomas 8011 of William Porter of Gloucester 
\0 pay • ~ ltandiDg debt 01 100 shiIIinp to Andrew Aubrey 01 London; 
iD the next the Burgomasters are informed tha.t Jo~ Pelf'grym and William. 
Crudener of SIUYI had paid .£8. 181. which was owing to Jolm Bartelot. B. R. 
Sharpe, Calendar of Letters, 51. 
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A.D. 10661 wve a;aiIable • and thus the towns, or communes, with their 
-1272. gild merchant, were institutions without which trade could 

not be conducted, or at any rale not conducted on such 
So scale. Even in regard to the business done at fairs 
the mUnicipality was an important factor; for it was • 
through the municipality t'? which tlie merchant belonged 
that redress could be obtained in the case of any wrong 
done'. 

I.,.,.· The commerce of the twelfth century then was municipal 
::.-=~c~ rather than national; internal trade was inter-municipal and 

• so too was distant trade. . It grew rapidly because the king's 
peace and the peace of God, and the pe~onal protection 
vouchsafed by foreign princes, gave some security for friendly 
intercourse. But the chief occasions for intercommunication 
throughout Europe arose in connection with the Crusades, 
and their direct and indirect inJIuence is observable in 
England as elsewhere. Still, apart from this fresh impulse, 
the kingdom gained nOt a little, by the mere fact that it bad 
been drawn out of its isolation into closer connection with 
continental lands. 

Immigra
tion 0.1 
artiMm8. 
Jl"eCltlen. 

67. There was, for one tbing, a large immigration of 
artisans wbich began soon after tbe Conquest'. A number 
of Flemings had been driven from their own land by an 
innndation, and they not unnaturally sought 'new homes in 
an island where a noble Flemish lady had gone to reign as 
queen. She took them under her own personal.protection, 
and they were scattered all through tbe kingdom, where 
however they did not succeed in getting on peaceably with 

1 Boll of S. bee fair printed by Prof. Maitland. &l~d P1Nl, JifltlllP"kU, r. L~. 
A ID08l intere1:ltiug correspondence is prin&ed by Delpit (Colkaioa, No... U,YJU. 

LX.tJ:. and LUL). It arose oa& of • dispute between eome hone-dealers at; the 
faira of Champagne and Brie in 1292.. A Florentine resident iD Loodou. w .. aaid 
10 be in debt for hones bought but DOt paid for. and the eulodes of the fair 
wro&e in 1300 to the mayor and eitizeDl of London.. The FloreutiDe prodqeed .. 
quit ...... duly signed, ....ued and 1Ute&ted, but the euslDcles of the fair declared 
themse1 ... cIiBsatiflied and demanded that the goods of the Flcmmw.e should 
be dislrained. and he himself anestecl. This the mayor refuted to do wilhau.t .. 
maudaie from the king, who wu aw.,. iD Scotland, .. &be Florattine and his 
friends ....... "de h1>enou <i_Us LoDdoDieDsiL" Appueutly inlermanicipal 
jU5tiee was slow. and DOt alwaY' 8IU'e. 

S For additional proofs of &he rie1rs expreseed in this eectioa. tee AppeRdu E. 
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the other subjects. King Heury I. contemillated e~pell"'g 'In. 1066 

them from the realm, but finally assigned. them a special :;~~~oo.. 
district in Wales. There are still marked differences which 
distinguish the men of Tenby and G~wer from their Celtic 
neighbours. Giraldus describes them as "gens Cambrensibus 
inimicissima"; but adds "gens (inquam) lanificiis" gens mer
cimoniis usitatissima'." The· position which .these weavers 
and dealers had originally secured cannot have been satis
factory; Cantden remarks that they were not enriched with 
lands, but taken under pel'$lnal protection by the queen. So. 
long as they were specially privileged they could not amal- ) 
gamate readily with their neighbours; it was impossible 
to perpetuate the distinction for all time, and therefore 
it was necessary that they should either settle down as 
ordinary burgesses, or occupy a .separate district by them-
selves. 

We have llpecific information in regard to these Flemings, M",h.nf •• 

but theirs was not the only, nor perhaps the most important ... 
migration. A chronicler tells us that merchants followed in 
the wake of the Conqueror from Rouen; they preferred to 
dwell in London" inasmuch· as it was fitter for their trading 
and better stored with the merchandise in which they were 
wont to traffic." 

Many monuments remain and give unimpeachable evi- Buildm, 

dence of a large incursion of builders at all events. Tp.e few 
stone buildings which date from the time before the Con-
quest· are different both in style and workmanship from 
those which were erected in the twelfth century, but the 
twelfth century was a time of extraordinary activity in 
masons' work of every kind '. There are numberless abbey 

1 The linen manufacture of Ypl'8S and OlUDbrai (cambric), though it probably 
emted at tha, time, was not planted in England till later. MadOS) Finna 
Burgi,197. 

'1 Giraldus CambrensiB, Iter Ccunb. L xi," See also Camden'. Dote, p. 850, o.nd 
Bolinabed, CAron. 1107 • 

• Anonymous Life, in Material. I or Hut01'1J of 8. 7'1Iomas CI Beelut (Rolls Series). 
IT. Quoted by Green, SAort Hinary, 88. ' 

, Such are the ehurthes of Dee:rhurat (Gloueestershire), Bradford (Wilts), , 
Worth (8 ...... ). Dunham Magna (Norfolk), Stanton Lacy (Shropshire); also the 
towers of. S. Benet'I, Oambridgq, S. Michael's, Oxford, Ear!'e Barton (Nortlumts). 

a On ~e «burch and Castle Bu~ding in Norfolk alone, compare Bye, Norfolk, 
p. SS. 
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A.D. 1006 'ch"rche;' and ctthedrals which'still bear witness to the skill 
0/;:::;..,. of the Norman .builders; but they give but a small idea of 

the amount of work which was going on at that time. 
However it may have. been altered since, the fabric of very 
many of the parish churches of England stilI supplies 
evidence that the present buildings were first erected in the 
twelfth century; possibly the churches before this date had 
been usually constructed of wood'; and the parishes through
out the length and breadth of England seem to have vied 
with each other in substituting new churches of stone! But 

o ... z... • besides these ecclesiastical edifices, many castles were reared. 
From Rochester to Carlisle', from Hedingham to Ludlow 
the land was studded with huge fortresses. Both in design 
and in detail the masonry of the time bears witness that it 
comes from the hands of the men who practised' the arts 
as they were followed at Caen. When we consider the 
number of these buildings which are still standing, though 

• with more or less of subsequent alteration, and the tedious 
labour that was required to erect them, we cannot but fecI 
that a very large number of masons and builders must hav.e 
come in with the Conqueror. 

Th~ . Domesday Book gives us ample evidence as to the 
r::t::::on 

01 existence of artisans of F~nch or foreign birth. The case 
:'ft:'., of Shrewsbury has been noted above', Norwich had been 

much ,wasted, partly by the exactions of Earl Roger, partly 
by fires and partly by the pressure of the Danegeld, and 
many citizens had betaken themselves to Beccles. There 
had been French burgesses in the new town even in the 
time of the Confessor, but the number had greatly increased'. 
This brings clearly before us the fact that the immigration 
of foreigners had begun before the Conquest itself, in con
nection perhaps with that fashion for Norman ways which 
characterised the Confessor's Court '. They were so far an 

, 0 ............ 01 ocmtemporary church balIdiDg iD the Wor<eotershlre 
D0mud4y, Bratfortune. lbi sunt. boves ad unam earueam sed peLnm. t.rabam ad 
teec1eaiam. L 17619. 2. t Like Gt:eenated in Euex. 

• E. S. Prior, Gothic ...4rt U. Eflg14nd, 42. The afftnitiea of English an were 
rather with NormAD and ADgevin than with French models, ill. 16. 

• II CreigbI.oD (Hutorie T01DU), CarliBk,26. 
• See above, p. 118. Compare also the secondand seventh want. 01 Cambridge. 

Domu~a!l. L 189 a, L t Lb. n. ll7,118. , Freeman, ope cit.:u. 29. 
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important body that one of the so-called Laws of William JI.D.1066 

defines their position; the Frenchmen who Had been setded -1272. 

in England in the time of .the Confessor were to be at scot 
and lot with the other inhabitants according to the law of. 
England'. 

From this we may per!>aps infer that the artisans who ., •• ~ •. 
settled in this country after the Conquest, were not at scot c'I',,,,,,.I; 

and lot with the other inhabitants', but had an exceptional 
position such as was accorded to the Flemings by Queen 
Matilda. This may have been a specially favourable con-
dition at first, but as the burgesses gradually secured an • 
increased number of chartered privileges for themselves, the 
men of foreign extraction who were in the community, but th,.i~ <!i •. 

not of it, would be placed at a disadvantage. This is re- abiI"'", 
fleeted in the early laws regarding weavers in Winchester, 
Marlborough, Oxford' and Beverley, which are preserved in 
the Liber Oustwmarum'; the greatest precautions were 
taken to prevent a weaver' obtaining the franchise of the 
town . and he had no standing in the courts as against' a • 
freeman. The disabilities under which weavers laboured 
cannot be accounted for by supposing that the richer bur-
gesses oppressed the artisan', for at Winchester at all events ~~·1850. 

1 LGtJJ. 0/ William, m. 4, in Thorpe, .A.t&Cient Law., 
I Compare the statement as to the position of the EngliBh and French 

burgesses in Hereford. Domuday, I. 179 8., 1. 
I See below, p. 191. D. 4. 
• Rolls Series. Mummenta. Gild1wJ.laJ, u. ISO. 181. 
I The analogy of Aberdeen is inSt.rIlCtiV8. There it appears from .. charter 

granted by Alexander n. in 1222, that the WMvers and dyers (waolkers) were 
already privileged, and were therefore excluded when the burgessea were allowed 
to have their hanse. But the members of the gild merchant we\'e not called on 
to abjure such crafta, in fact none might exercise them but the members of the 
gild who were at BOOt and lot with the other burgesses U with the exception of 
such as had hitherto their charter securing this privilege." Bain, Bi8tory o/IM 
Akrdun IncorporcUe4 Tradu, S6. 

e Prof. Ashley malntains (Economic Hi,toTY, 88) th&t the disabilities of the 
weavers were instaneea of oppression which e.rti8ana suffered at the hands of the 
rich. It is dimcult to IUppoae that trade had so deTlililped in all these towns as 
to allow of the formation of a c1asa of wealthy merchants. It appears that in 
NewcasUe (Stubba,Stlut Charter.,1l2) the freemen did not disdain to be engaged 
in moth manufacture. In Scotland there are more ligna of ~o1usiveness OD the 
part of the gilds merchant, 88 both batchehJ and dyen, as well 88 some othen, 
were excluded from the gild merchant it they laboured themselves at the business 
(Burgh Law, of Scotland. o. XOIV. p. (6), This is parallel to the Belgian prohibi· 
tion against admitting those I with dirty hands' or I blue nails' (Brentano, Qild8 
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A.D. 1066' there \tere burellars who were freemen'. But the whole 
-1272. b~mes intelllgible if we may assume that weaving, as a. 

regular craft, was introduced intcl England by foreign settlers 
about the time of the Conquest', and that the weavers in the 
various towns .were foreigners who were not at scot and lot 
with the other inhabitants'; their independent position gave 
rise to jealousies and riots in the time of Henry I, and would 
continue to do so in the case of those who had not availed 
themselves of the opportunity, if it offered, of removing, 
as other wool workers did, into the south-west of Wales. 

• If this supposition be correct, it will go some wa.y towards 
explaining the first beginning of craft gilds in England. 

a",i arg.am. Frith gilds' were a native institution, and merchant gilds 
:':::ft" ;u.. may have been so, in germ at any rate, though we do 

not find them in their fully organised form till Norman 
times'; but strangers who lived by the same trade and 
had common interests, while they suffered under similar 

• E. E. T. S. CVll.). But on whatever ground the prohibition of one or two panieular 
crafts was based, it must Dot be too readily strained iDto ao ObjeetiOD to artisaDa 
as snch.. It is curious too to observe that one of these very tradeI ia spec:ia1ly 
reserved to burgesses in • charter granted to Chesterfield in the lime of Ed .. ri.rd 
n. No one was to be • dyer or tanner unless he was a bnrge .. or had wade 
satisfaction to the lord. BUQnU of tbe Btm'lUgh of Clruterjieltl, pp. 36, 40. 

1 E •• I"A G;]u, 851. Arc""'~ Jovrnal, IX. 11-
I The re&8ODS for this are the facta that wool was sported and doth imported 

before the Conquest. and that wea.ven are Dot mentioned before t.hM lime 10 far .. 
I have DOtiood. There might of COtu'8e be • great deal of domestic .eaTiDg bJ 
women in hooseholds; this was the way iD. which the an was practiIJed in the 
time of Charles (Gfrorer. Ortgoriw YII., VIL 100); and there might be plent,. 
of Tf!r1 artistic work, even though it W&I not a regular oeeupatioD b.1 which men 
earned • living for themselves and their families. 

• David, a d'yer of Carlisle, fined in the sixth year of king lohn to have hiI 
house made a burgage and to have &he same liberties &8 the other bargeaeea of 
Carlisle. I!ados. Ezeltequer. p. 278 . 

• The king'a peace W&8 on the whole ao effective in England that the fri&h giLU 
played • ~ imporiau.' rou than the corresponding institution in Jh-aDce. where • 

. _ deoI w .. IIC<Omp\ishal by the COIDJDOD ..wm of _ I08IOCiatiDoa in the 

way of aecming the inhabitants of each eoDUr&U1M agaiD8& the deprecla&icmI of 
barons engoged in pri.aIe ....... oruJ. generaUy speaking, of maintaining the peace 
of God. ThiOlT)', Do 122. SemichoD, lA. pw. et '" _ tk DW, L p. 195. 
Levaueur, L '/tUtifrt. tlu ClM.u ou'fJt'iJru ea Frau, p. 180. There wu DO ueed. 
for them '" undertake this functiou in bistorie timaI In EDglaud, .. the kiDg'. 
peace .... enforced dariDg the porta of the year "iUClJ the peace 01 God had ...... 

in...w.cJ. '" pn>feet, and also profeoeed "* all timaI '" gr.. _Iy 011 the main 
roads IlDd navigable riven of the realm.. Boger oJ BO'fedeo., Do 219, 2'l3. 

• a ...... Gild Muclarrt, L 2, 4.. 
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disabilities, would be glad to associate themselves to~ether; <\rD. i066 
and no form of association was better adapted- to their neefis -1272-

than that of which examples. in all probability already existed 
at Paris and Rouen'. Some of these obtained royal S8.nction, 
and paid annually for their privileges; while others, which had 
been informally established, would have been fined by Henry 
II. in 1180', when he amerced various gilds which were 
certainly composed of native Englishmen, like that of the 
burgesses of Totnes. At the same time it is important to 
notice that the permission to fm'm such craft gilds, while it 
might give immunity to the foreign weavers, w~uld not allay 
the irritation of the burgesses who were at scot and lot', 
against those who had no real status in the towns where they 
lived, but had direct relations with the crown. In the time 
of Henry II. there were weavers' gilds under royal protection • 
in N ottiogham, York, Oxford', Huntingdon and Winchester'. A.D. mo. 
The most frequently mentioned of all these gilds were the 
weavers of London, and they had charters from Henry I., _ 
Henry II. and Henry III. John promised the citizens thathe • 
would suppress this gild', on their paying a larger annual sum 
than the weavers had been wont to pay; but apparently he 
only took money from both parties and allowed matters to run 
in the old course. They may possibly, during their earlier 
stroggles, have inhabited a soke of their own, exempt"from 
civic jurisdiction'; but though they still had a weekly court 
of their own for regulating their internal affairs in the time 
of Edward I., the city had succeeded in asserting authority 
over them, as they were under the jurisdiction of the Mayor in 

1 Gasquet, Prlcis du ;nstitution8 politig~ •• II. 288. Levasseur, L'hi8toi", tlu 
Okuau t:ntf1,wru, I. 198. AraBkhaniantz, Fr4'MJj.uch~ GetreidelmJuklspolitik, 5. 
See .A.ppmdiz E. . 

• Madox, E~chtg~r, C.-XIV. § 15, p. 890. ){r Unwin regards the adulterine 
gilds 8S social rather than indaatrial, Gilds of Lontbm. 52-

• This seems to be the general phrase for contributing to the burgh rate. The 
cammon opiDion, that 'soot' means the payment of a rate and 'lot' the perform. . 
ance of commnnal obligations. has been discussed with care and disproved by 
Gross. Gild Morchant, I. 54. He also points out a. case where it seems to menn 
U&Vlng a &hare in goods purchued-the right of ga"d. See below, p. 221, n. 1. 

• They paid 1& cask of wine 88 & fine in 9 H. m. to be alloyed to carry on the 
lWUlufaetUl'e of cloth as they had done under Henry II. and John, and not to be 
obstructed by the mayor 01 the town. Madoz., EzcheqlUr, 286. 

6 Madox. Firrnq, Burgi, 26. Ezckequer. c.:r.. § 6, p. 282. 
6 Madox, Ezeheqtulr, 11. § 2, p. '829, note m. , Riley, Libtr CUBt. L b.ii. 
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A.D.l06S. 1300'.' The difficulty of dealing with craftsmen who claimed 
-1272. to' have royal lluthorisation and to be independent of local 

jurisdiction was illustrated under Edward IV. by the quarrel 
"D. 1475. between the tailors at Exeter and the town', and it seems to 

have been a.question of general interest in the time of the 
O.D. 1376. Good Parliament'. The formation of craft gilds, as specialised 

branches of town authority, occurred very freqnently in the 
fourteenth century', but these earliest craft gilds may well 
have originated as institutions formed by foreigners who had 
settled in English towns. 

~~:f.~ These gilds were probably formed in the places where 
... ,.. weavers had settled in some numbers, but there is evidence 

that in the thirteenth century definite efforts were made 
to develop the industry. The assize of cloth issued by 
Richard I.' (1197) and enforced under the Great Charter, 
was app!rently intended to foster a regular English· trade. 
It would restrict or prevent the sale of cloth woven as a 
household occupation and favour the weavers, who took 
up the industry as a trade i but it also told against the 
merchants who imported cloth of different kinds and 
qualities from foreign markets'. Those who frequented 
Stamford fair' protested against the regulation, and many 
towns in the reign of King John paid fines for liberty to deal 
in cloth of any length and breadth'. Simon de Montfort' 

. exerted his influence on behalf of the native production; 
and the manufacture must have grown",? far, that it seemed 
possible to supply the home market successfully, when the 
'Oxford Parliament in 1258 adopted the policy of prohibiting 
; the export of wool lO i but they had to contend with a lack of 
1 patriotism on the part of Englishmen, who did not support 

t
' home industries but preferred to purchase foreign cloth. 
The subsequent restriction, from 1271 to 1274, of the export 
of wool to Flanders, or import of cloth thence, would protect 
the home producer; but it was doubtless due in part to political 

1 L,1m CtUt. LI21. See below. p.841. 00 the jurisdiction of theWeaTen and 
Fishmongers re:spttt:tively. Compare Unwin, Gild. 0/ Lo.dot&, 42. 

t E,.,liaA Gild. (E. E. T. S." 902. • Bot. Pul. D. 881, No. M. 
4 See below, p. SSS. 'lloR:er of HO't'eden, lY.83. 
I As in 13'28. 2 Edward m c. 14. , Aahler. L 180. 
s Mado~ Eulteqw:r. eo xm. § 9, p. 324.. ~ 
• ..t.>141. Jf ....... (R. S.), "'. 158. 10 WalLer of HemiDgbargb, L 806. 



• 
FOREIGN Th'TERCOUllSB. 193 · . " 

motives, as there was a deliberate desire to qamage FIem)sb ~. 1066 

trade'. The thirteenth century ordinances show the con- -J.2a. 

tinued regnIation of the trade at Winchestsr', while the 
appointment of an aulnager hy Edward L and Edward II.'s 
prohibition of the export of teasles l , gave expressiou to 
the care which succeSsive mouarchs bestowed on the trade; 
disputes • ~bout the regnIation of the worsted trade in 
Norfolk, in 1315, show how f'a.r one branch of the clothing 
indnstIy had developed. There is also indirect evidence 
that these various attempts at fostering and protecting this 
trade were successful English cloth was to some ex-
tent an article of export, and was in demand in Aragon'; 
while the quantity of dye which was imported gives a slight 
indication of the progress of weaving, though the art of 
dyeing lagged behind the manufacture, and English c10th 
was soinetimes worn of the natural colour of the wooL 

These various pi~ of evidence, which have heen for 
the most part accumulated by Professor Ashley, seem to .. 
show tbat the foundatious of English cloth manUfact~ 
were firmly laid before Edward III. invited John Kem 
and others in 1337; but ~ongh it was not introdn~ fro " 
abroad at that date, there 18 no" reason to suppose It was 0 
purely native origin. 

At the same time it is disappointing that we know 80 

little olthe places at which the trade' thus rapidly developed 
was carried on in the thirteenth century; the facilities for 
general regulation took a way the chief' economic excuse for 
forming new local gilds of weavem. The men of Essehum 
who stretched their cloth unduly, were surely weavers rather 
than merchants; and the occasional mention of dyers, 
fullers or shearmen may be taken as indicative of a weaving 
neighbourhood. The art is easily learned, and would soon 
spread. in any town where a skilled weaver settled, while . 

• Tho! ea>q1Iiries in &be H....u.4 R.u. elidIed _____ iDf......-.-
• e1'88ioD& I 

'~J..,."J, IL '/Q. 
• For this poin& I om iadebIal to III' Habert Hall, who has..u.a my __ 

to this intaresIiD& procIamotiou. CJooe BoUs, 19 Ed. n. H. 6 d.. See A.ppad'" 
D. 

• F. D. s.nn," J_ I. oJ ATogoo, p.1l:l9. 

~a ~ 
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A.D. 1066' tqe conditions of life in Flanders and England respectively 
-J272. would favour ;uch immigration, though we do not hear of it 

as we do in the twelfth and fourteenth centuries. 
Alu.. 68. The artisan settlers were gradually absorbed in the 
...... lIcmU. ordinary English life ofthe places where they were estahlished, 

but there were other foreigners who simply came to trade 
and not to settle. They were always anxious to live 'according 
to their own rules and decide their own disputes, and also to 
secure a place of residence where they could be housed and 
store their goods, without being at the mercy of English 
hosts. The privileges which they obtained time after time 
were purchased from the kings; and the struggle between 
conflicting authorities, which we have seen in connection 
with the immigrant artisans, repeated itself in regard to the 
rights of aliens who lived and did business under special 
privileges in London or other cities. 

!hnnaN. The men of the Emperor' had ~een established in a 
c; permanent position in London in the time of King Ethelred 

and their privileges are carefully noted in his laws'. William 
of Malmesbury mentions the importance of their trade at 
London', Very extensive privileges were granted to the mer-

.LD.1167. chants of Cologne by Henry IT. They were to be protected 
as his own men both in their merchandise, possessions and 
house in London, and no one was to make new exactions from 
tbem'; later, they had a concession in regard to seIling their 
wine on the same terms as French wines. King Richard on 

.LD.11114. his return from captivity passed through Cologne and was 
still more lavish in his grants to the traders there; they were 
to pay two shillings yearly for tlleir giIdhall in London, and 
to be free of all tolls and customs in the city, and also to he 
free to buy and sell at fairs throughout the land, in London 
and elsewhere'. This charter was subsequently confirmed by 

"';.1218. John' and by Henry Ill'. The chief obligation under which' 
they lay was that of repairing the gate called Bishopsgate; 

• Heyd (L.....,dandd, L 98) holdo _ theoe probably eamo from lb. fair a. 
Fronkfurl awl from MaiDs, whloh waa ..... Iha "'ple for EaBIem ~ awl 
WB8 frequeoted by the burgeuea of many knrDa. Lappenberg, 814MAo/, L 6.. 

• De lmtilut. Londoaie. 2. Thorpe, L 800. 
• Lib. tk Oefi. PoaL IL proL • Lappenberg. StaAlAo/. u. 4 . 

. • ibid. u. &. • Ibid. Do 6, 8. , Ibid. IL 12. 
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but during the reign of Henry ill they had allo~ed i; tc1 ill. 1066 

fall into disrepair~ and an effort was made wly in the time -1272. 

of Edward I: to distrain them; under this pressure they ..».1282. 
made a payment towards the necessary repairs of 240 marks 
sterling, and promised to keep it in repair for the future. 
On this the city authorities' confirmed the privileges they 
exercisea with regard to dealing in corn and electing their 
own aldermen. There were to be many feuds in after times 
between the men of the Hanse and the London citizens, but 
this incident closed by a formal agreement that the Hansards 
should elect their own aldermen, but that the superioritr of • 
the city should be recognised'. 

At this time the. Steelyard, or ~ouBe of the Germ~ ~:ly ... d. 

merchants, was a constderable p!&ce; It had been enlarged ill 
1260 by the purchase of an adjoining house and garden '. The • 
precise relations between the merchants from the different 
towns which subsequently formed the League do not concern 

"\ us here, but it appears that the men of Lubeck and Hambur~ 
had separate privileges"; and the Flemish merchants also 
had a hanse of their own in London'. ' 

The trade between London and Germany was very Pr ... ,..;.l 

important', but it was not confined to London. There were ~:,:,~I 
many merchants from Lubeck and other German toww. in trod,. 

Boston and Lynn'; hansehouses were eventually built at 
both places; but 'as early as 1271 the Germans had some 
sort of local organisation of their own, and Symon, a citizen 
of Lynn, was' their Alderman there; on one occasion he gave 
a pledge on behalf of some Lubeck merchants to the amount 
of £200. On the whole owe find a marked progress in the 
privileges of the German merchants; at first they had a vague 

1 .&t. Buud., L 416, 428 hi 481. • Lappenberg, 8taAlIwf, II. 14. 
a CollCl6S8erunt etiam eisdem quodhabeant aldenno.nnum 8tU1Dl prout retro aatia 

temporibu habUeJ'D.D.t; ita tameD. quod aldermannua We Bit de libertate civitatis 
predicte, et quociens per prooictos merca.tores e1ectuB merit, ma.1ori et aldermannia 
eivitatis preaentetor et coram e1a sacramentum faciat reemm. et justioiam in curiis 
.uis quibusenmque faciendi, et se habendi. in otIlcio suo, prout salvo jure et con
suetudine civitatis Be habere debebit et CODSUevit.. Lappeuber •• 8t.alUJioj, n. 15 . 

• lllaitland, s.n.,y 01 London, L 29. , Lappenberg. 8taMlwl. L 18 • 
• WornklSnig. }'lGndriWo, 81 __ tm<i R..Jougudidtu, LApp. No. 89. 
I William of Malmesbury, Guta P<mt.1 78. 
8 Lappenberg, Bcaldhol, I. 168, 166. LubetJJ:er Urhndenbuch. L No. 829. 

See also OD Lynn in Sartoriu, DeutWa. BaRn, Do 228, No. l1S. 
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A.D. 1066 <prqtecti~n as the personal subjects of the Emperor, but their 
-1272. status was recogmsed both by royal and municipal authority 

• in the reign of Edward 1., when they had an organisation in 
several towns, and a local habitation in London. 

t:;:;:~· of We have ample contemporary information as to the staple 
articles of the leading trade. Henry of Huntingdon, whose 
history was finally given to the world in 1155, while extolling 
the natural products of Britain', adds a single 'sentence in 
regard to its trade. He speaks of the trade with Germany as 
extensive, and mentions the objects in which it was carried 

• on;. the exports were lead and tin, fish and meat, fat cattle, 
fine wool and jet. Most of these are articles of very general 
demand; while our realm was'so self-sufficing that England 
did not depend on Germany for any of the necessaries of life. 
Under these circumstances the silver of German mines was 
imported into this country in very considerable quantities. 
There seem to have been occasional instances of the export 
or import of com, and this according to Willism of Malmes- ' 

, bury was one of .the main advantages of the trade, that we 
could buy com in time of scarcity. 

There is every reason to believe that spices and other . 
articles of luxury might be imported from the East through 
thili' channeL During the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
the Slavs carried on a great trade, as the Norsemen had 
previously done. They had a trading emp~rium at the mouth 
of the Oder, and were in constant communication with the 
Russian cities at Kiew and N ovgorod, and thence with the 
Black Sea and the East'. Charles attempted to open up the 
Danube valley for commerce"; thoagh there does not seem to 
hav\! been much through communication from Germany along 
the ~hole line, until the time of the Crusades, when several 
of the~xpeditions made a passage by this route. Constanti
nople was in a commanding position for trade with the East. 
whether goods were brought by caravan through Syria. or 
across from Egypt, or hy Trebizond and the Black Sea; this 
last was the fllute which remained most constantly open, as 
• - l(ohammedan power extended • 

• v'" 
";'18 of &be ""Iural producta given by -. Hi ... E ... L 

"-~g •. m.1Il6. " Boyd, L ..... "-dd. L 9L 
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69. The northern trading connection~ remained (In- A.D.}066 

broken, and we may note signs of a vast development in the t~'OI 
importation of wine. The merchants of Rouen, who enjoyed ..w... 
nnexampled prosperity during the latter part of the twelfth 
century', did a large trade in wine transported, as it had 
been before the Conquest, from central France'; but we hear of 
other vintages ton, as a great Lorraine fleet arrived annually'; AJ).l22L 

repeated privileges were given to the men of Cologne'; and 
Rochelle shipped wine to Dublin'. There were Gascon 
merchants in London in 1275, and they received a charter ) 
of liberties from Edward L The city complained that the 
terms of this charter were an infraction of their privileges; 
apparently the diffiCulty was about the right of the mer-
chants to live· together and have their own table'. The 
citizens did not contest their right to have cellars and 
warehouses; the Londoners were more. successful than 
they had proved in their complaints against the men of 
the Emperor, and kept the control of this trade in theu'" 
hands. This would require shipping, as communil"'tion 

• with Gascony must of course have been carried on by sea, 
but it does not appear that English sailors voyaged further 
till the time of Richard ereur de Lion, when we have ·the AoD.llO(l. 

first undoubted instance of English . ships penetrating to the 
Mediterranean'. 

There was of course abundant intercourse with Rome 
on ecclesiastical and diplomatic affairs, but this was doubtless 
carried on by the Seine, the Rhone and Marseilles; Rouen 
was the main port of communication, though Bruges was also 
used', as well as Calais. • The detailed itinerary from this 
point, but for a later period, by Paris, Lyons and Turin is 
given in Arnold's Ohroni<;ls'. Along some such route as this 
the wool of England was conveyed to be worked up in Italian' 
looms. Lucca had been a centre of this trade in the ninth 

1 E. de Fr~villa. Oommerca mel";" da .BoYea, L lOS. 
t Wine of Auxerre, Madox, Ezchegull', xm. 8. • Lt. OUBt. I. 61 . 
• Lappenberg, ISlaAlA./. Do 6. , Munio. Do •• IrdGn.i (Rolls) 17. 
, De1pit, Oolhotian, LXX. LUD:. 

'7 Macpherson. AnnGl., 1190. The first of the loots of galleys which came from 
Veuiceappearaf.o liave been organised in lS17. Brown, Oakn.dM (Venetian},L lzi. 

8 Encomium, Emmm, 1042. Sharpe, aalendar of Later" vi. 
g London, 400. 1811. p. 242. 
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~7~~66 cen~ury, the Flm-entines took it up somewhat later; but the 

Hundred Rolls show us that many merchants from both 
A.D. 1276. cities were engaged in buying wool for transport from 

England They seem to have formed· large merchant houses 
with several partners; Aldebrand of Lucca and all his com
pany, Lucas of Lucca and all his company had been dealing 

!:!:t:' 0/ in London'. There were several companies of Florentine 
merchants who bought wool at Stamford and shipped it at 
Boston' or Lynn', as well as a Piacenza company; and there 

• were more Florence merchants in Northampton'. Indeed it 
appears that in 1284 many monasteries in Great Britain 
had agreed to sell their wool to the Florentines'. It has been 
frequently stated' that the Lombards and other Italians first 
settled in the north as agents for the collection and trans
mission of papal taxation, but it is at least clear that they 
carried on a large mercantile husiness at the same time or 
developed it after they arrived. The proof of the export of 

reftelian 
ana 
'k1wUf! 
jactoriu. 

-Wool to Italy shows that it was perfectly possible to remit 
the value of the payments to Rome witbout denuding the 
country of the precious metals'. . 

This great trade with Italy gave improved opportunities 
for 'communication with the East; allusion has already been 
made to the new developments of commercial activity at 
Amalfi and Venice. The Norman invaders destroyed the 
commerce of the southern town, and the first Crneades had 
little immediate result for the Venetians. But since Genoa 
and Pisa had ousted the Saracens from Corsica and Sar
dinia, they were free to take part in more distant enter
prise; they undertook much of the transport service for 
the Crusaders, and established fuctories in Syria, which gave 
them access to the caravan routes towards the East; whilst 

1 Rol. HUM. L 405 . 
• The returns of the easIoms ..... 10 Ihow ihal &he wool _ of BootoD 

greally exceeded ihlt of _ oth .. pori .t this lime. P. Th ......... bM>tJ. bel. 
&e. Do 869. .' Boe. HUIUl. L 853, 857, 396. • Ibid. Do 4, U. 

• Peruzzi, 8t0ri4 tld ~ e 4ei l!",we/tieri tli Fir",., p. 70. 
I SchaDz. Engu.u.. HMWkr.p.lilii, L 111. 
, A. very _ ... doty ohcnriDg ihal foreigD merchants \rayoned 10 England 

with ready money and collected wool far upon .. early 118 1114, is quoted by Prot.. 
A.shJey (Eng/iM w_ roulut'Y. p. 8&) from IJermaDD, D • .. ,""""' 8. M ..... 
Laudu~, Do cc. 4. 5 (Mil-me, QI.'fL 975). 
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G~noa secured a factory i.n Constantinople in 1242; ,.nel A.D. 106S 

thereby roused the jealousy of the Venetian':' The destinies -1272. 

of the imperial city were for a tinle determined by their 
rivalries; the so-called Fourth Crusade was organised by the 
Venetians in their own trading interests, and when they had 
sUjlCeeded in establishing the Latin kingdom at Constanti- A.D.120S. 

nople, they enjoyed, for nearly sixty years, unrivalled oppor
tunities of expansion; their factories, at the mouth of the 
Danube, at Kiew and in the Crimea, date from this time. Bnt 
when the Greeks, with the help of the Genoese, reestablished 
themselves at Constantinople in 1261, the Ligurian republic > 

was ahle to follow in the wake of the Venetians, and to 
obtain settlements of their own in the Black Sea. Hence 
the Western nations, which were visited by merchants either 
from Venice or Genoa., were brought into closer connection 
with the trade of the East. Though Richard L relied on 
the Genoese and adopted their patron saint, their subse-
quent· relations with France were so close that they were,. 
often hostile to England With the Venetians and Floren-
tines on the other hand our intercourse was frequent, and 
but little interrupted 

The Crusades met with so little success in Egypt Egyp •• 

that hardly any attempt was made to establish Frankish 
colonies, like those in Syria; but several of the mari-
time cities had mercantile factories there, and trade 1;1y 
the Red Sea and the Nile routes was little interrupted; 
while the increasing power of Aragon, and her conquest of ...... 1229. 

the Balearic Isles, .rendered the Western Mediterranean more 
secure; the immediate results were seen in tlte revived' 
prosperity of Barcelona and Montpellier. The twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries were marked by an extraordinary ip-
creaSe of commerce in every part of the Mediterranean; and 
improvements in navigation and in mercantile practice went 
hand in hand with ~his development. Englishmen had but 
little direct part in all this maritime activity; their time waa 
not come; but the Italian merchants who bought English 
wool or visited English fairs brought them within range of 
the rapid progress that was takiug place in Southern Europe. , 

70. At the end of the thirteenth century it would TA, J,:" 
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A.D. 1068 'aPl'ear 'that the English municipalities had so far advanced 
-1272. that they were' able to absorb the foreign artisans and to 

come to terms with bodies of foreign merchants. But there 
was another large body of opulent men with whom £he 
citizens had little or nothing in common. There was 80 

much common law and so many similar habits of life 
throughout the whole of Christendom, that the artisan or 
merchant who was born in a French municipality would soon 
be able to adapt himself to the ways of English neighbours'. 
But it was not so with the Jews; they were intruders, with 

• no status of their own, but such as was afforded them by the 
':i.:;.~r:' king who owned them as his chattels. As against the king 

they had no rights at all, and they could not grant a 
discharge to their debtors without the consent of l'Oyal 
officers'; in so far as they held land, it was simply a pledge 
which they possessed, not an estate to which they had a full 
title'. They were indirectly the instrument. of countless 
exactions by the kings from their subjects, and shared in ilie 
~npopularity of their royal masters. But they were also 
personally unpopular because they maintained themselves in 
theii isolation, just as the Chinese noW do in San Francisc~; 
theI were determined not to adopt the industrial and com
mercialusages of a Christian community. How far this was 
their misfortune, and how far their fault it is not easy to 
say. Mr Jacobs contends' that the formal acknowledgment 
of Christianity, in the taking of oaths, w .... required in the 
acceptance of any public office, or the entering on an estate, 
and that the conscientious Jew was exclnded from all ordi
nary business. It is difficnlt to believe that the formalitv 
was invariably enforced, and tbt it affected all methods 
o{ acquiring land to till; but it is probable that the social 
and religious feeling against them had become so strong that 
Edward 1.'8 attempt to force them to take to ordinary pur
snits was impracticable-. So long as the. Jews were regarded 

, Riehard of DOl'ize&, (J/o, ... § 81. 
I Capitula ,Ju~ (1194), Roger Hoveden (Bolls Series), DL 266. 
I J. Jacobs in Awglo--JePDiaA EzAibitiotr. PapeTl. p. 88. The cue 01 'KanaI8e8' 

who had hongbt IaDd in Osfonlahir .. without the kiDs'. _, &ppearo 10 be an 
early iDlil.ance. bui too much importance must. Dot be attached &0 • mere name.. 
Blieestone, Dorrcud4y. L 160b. 2. • JevJI d .dJlgm. Eft{ll4Nl, p. si . 

• BtaJ_ 0' J..,... B. 1.. Abrahams, Tlu EzpwUio. of 1M J .... fro .. 
Ertglafltl ill 1296. p. B8. 
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with such antipathy that they were liable ~o attacks frpm "A.D. 1066 

their neighbours, it wa.s hardly possible for them to take to -12~ 
ordinary merchandise, or work, a.s they could not secure bulky 
goods from destruction, although they could secrete jewels or 
papers. The ancient house at Lincoln seems to suggest by its 
plan and arrangement that the inhabitauts were· prepared to 

stand a siege, and men who lived under such conditions 
could hardly venture to pursue ordinary avocations. 

The very isolation of the J ewe during this period renders '!'II'''. 
their history specially interesting. The .excellent collection ... :", .... 
of documentary evidence, which we owe to the industry of 
Mr Joseph Jacobs and the publication of the Anglo-Jewish 
Historical Exhibition papers, ha.s shed a flood of .fresh light 
upon th~ whole subject, and it is more easy to note the 
manner in which this one social group wa.s affected by the 
various conditions of the time, and thus to obtain a clearer 
understanding of the nature of these conditions themselves. 
The political structure of the realnl, and the comparative,. 
strength of the' English crown, gave· them on the whole a 
more favoura~le position than they enjoyed in other lands'; 
in the latter part of the twelfth century a special court, 
the Exchequer of the Jews, wa.s erected for the Plll1'ose TM 

of regulating their affairs both fiscally and judicially; and 3t.t:'l"or 
the iT ews were practically forced to gath'er together into ... ,. 
those towns where public chests were maintained for the 
registration and preservation of their bonds. The king wa.s 
able, on an estimate of these debts,. to tallage the Jews 
from time to time aud, if they did not meet his demands, 
to appropriate the properties pledged to them. The Jews 
thus served the purpose of a sponge which SlIcked up the 

. resources of the subjects; and from which their wealth could 
be easily squeezed into the royal coffers. • 

The feeliug against them also serves to illustrate the u ...... P .... 

current tone of morality in various matters. The unscrupu- ~~;::~ 
lous manner in which miserably insufficient evldence againstfi':;:'''·· 
them was aceepted, and the violeut cruelty with which they 
were treated by their persecutors', are striking instances of 

, See the admirable paper of Grooa In bgro.:r...ur. Ezlaibitioo PopeI'" 170. 
Compare also Vbn Baumer, GelCAicAu fUr Ho~en, v.248-256. 

t Walter Bye in Anglo-JewilA EzhilJitiott l'aptr., p. 186 f. 
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A.D.l066 "the credulity auli ruthlessness of the times; but these things 
-1272. lie on the surface and need not be insisted on here. For our 

purpose it is more important to note that the feeling against 
them was partly due to the trade they carried on, and that 
the attitude which was taken towards them illustrates the 
nature of the current business morality to which they failed 
to conform. The precise nature of the Christian objection to 
usury will be stated below'; it may suffice to point out here 
that the Jewish capital can have been of but little use for 

• trading purposes as. the merchant would apparently have had 
to borrow at something like forty per cent. '. If he could 
trade to advantage with capital obtained on such terms the 
ordinary rate of business profit must have been remarkably 
high, despite the terrible lisks run by medireval merchants. 
The real objection was that the Jew obtained forty per cent. 
by lending money to extravagant or heavily taxed land· 

fOWDllrs', and bargained himself out of ris1<s of every kind, 
_hile the merchant who undertook the dangers and diffi· 
lenities of trading could not obtain a similar rate of return. 
The Jew got his large return, not because .he was morjl 
clever in the way in which he did legitimate business, but 
becmlse he made a living by base and dishonourable callings. 
Contemporary writers did not make the excuses for the Jews 
which have been . indicated above, and blamed them bitterly; 
and however much they may have exaggerated, we cannot 
but feel that an opinion which has asserted itself in so 
many lands and so many ages, deserves at all events to be 
examined, before ·it is contemptuously dismissed as an idle 
prejudice; and a little reflection on the condnct of the Jew 
in the East', or in pagan Rome, will serve to disprove the 

I See p. 256. I Aft~evM1 Edibitiorl Paper'" 2f11 • 
• For lID exceIlenl example compare ihe deed of William of ToiteDham 

acknow1edging a debl of 100 marks and mortpgiDg IWo JaneL Bolllld, 4aci< .. 
CluJ""., 8"2. 

, For eentorieo th87 continued \0 Ii •• habllually b.J oordid eaIlingL In ihe 
deya of their ~ kmg foreign Iabo ....... had boon requir¢ \0 build their 
temple,· .nd their prophele in their highesI momenle of inBpiratioD (b. hi t) 
rejoiced in the though, that the GenWea ware &0 do all the work while the Jew 
would idly enjoy ihe fruit. The conlampluous ..- of boneot labour .. 
O'UDpa1"Od with cuJlored 1eisure in E~ (u,..iii. 88) brIop IIWo side of 
the national character into fIlIler relief, while &he Ingenuity of the TalmttdlaLl1to U 
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calumny that the faults of the Jewish race osiginated Wh.,ny"A.D.I066 
in the maltreatment they received at the hauds of Christians, -1272. 

Every legislative effort' was made in the thirteenth century 
to induce them to conform to ordinary ways and take to other 
callings sO that they might he assimilated into the life of the 
placee where they lived. 

Their devotion to their own faith, even if it Was not the 
sole reason for their isolation, was at any rate a very serious 
obstacle to their being absorbed into ordinary English 
society. Many efforts were made to convert them, and an Mr.~ 
hospital was founded in 1233 for the support of those who'il ,." 
relinquished Judaism and were baptised. The converts 
ceased as Christians to be the chattels of !he king, but as 

devoted to the elaboration of a coda of dealiDg by which \bey might oontinu6 to 
spoil the peoples among whom. they sojoumed. If we consider the sort of 
reputation which the Jew enjoyed in pagan Rome, we find that he waa no better 
and no worse than the Jew of the medimval chroniclers. The darker side of the 
Jewish character has not been entirely produced by the treatment the race baa 
received from Christians. II; may Dot he poeaible to dis\ing1tieh enlirely Ibo.>' 
respective influence of oircumstaneea and of disposition, but it is noticeable that 
the Jewa have in IIWl3' ages and lands roulled the suspiciona of those amoDg 
whom they BOj0111"Del1 and aJa.rm.ed them ioto self·defence. It fa worth while to 
compare the feeliog in .Busaia at the present time, which. be it obB6noo, d.oeI 

. not utend to those who have rejected the teaching of the Talmud. . 
The dema.nda of the people of Pereyasl&v are 88 follows :-1. That Jews, 

members of Town Councils and ProvinoiaJ. Assemblies, Vice.Direotor. of Wfterent 
town banks. should voluntarily give up their present posts, 'OILSting of! the cloak 
of pride and braggadocio: as persona not posseSBing civic virtue, they are unftt to 
hold such p1acea. 9. '!'hat the Jews should impreaa on their wives and daughter. r 
not to deck themselves out in aUk, velvet, gold, etc., as such attire is neither in· 
keeping with their educa.tion nor the position. they hold in society. 8. That the 
Jews di8miss from their service all RtlSSian femoJe servants who, having served in 
Jewish houses, assuredly become P~Btitutes, forget their religion, and are inten· 
tioDall,y depraved by Ibe Jews. 4. To beeish wilbout delay all J6W6 bchmgiDg to 
other places who do Dot possess any real property iD ~e town. 6. To olose all 
drinking·shops. 6. To forbid JItWS to abuse the Christian bugesses, and in 
general to scoff at them. 7. To prohibit Jews from buying up in the markets the 
Irst D6CeBBariea of life with the iDteution of reselliDg them. to the Buaaians. 8. To 
impress on wholesale dealers in spirit. Dot to mis. with vodka any foreign element, 
which sometimes is injurious ~ healUl. 9. Not to trade on flle Sabbath before 
noon, and at Cbristmaa and Easter not to tr&de for three days, and not ~ work 
on our holid"ys. 10. To prohibit Jews buying wheat for tradipg purposes within 
thirty versts of the town of Pereyaalav, a.nd therefore to remove all ensting grain 
fWd flour stores. 11. To prohibit lewa from buying up ancut wheal, also to lease 
lend from private Individuals. 19. The Town Counoil is begged Dol to let, and 
the Jews Dot to hire, the grounds at fairs and market&, wiUa. the objeot of farming 
them out. OonWIIW Reporu. RuuiG, No.2. 188'l, p. 9. 

I. Statutu 0/ Jew",. 
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A.D. 1066' they w~re unaQle to claim their g~ods from him, they had to 
-1272. begin life as mere paupers', The Domus Convel'sol'um, as 

reorganised by Edward I., became an industrial training 
home. It maintained 97 persons in 12802, but some of the 
conversions were more apparent than real, if we may judge 
from the letter which Archbishop Peckham addressed to 
Edward I.B. He held that though they could not be compelled' 
to profess the Christian faith, they ought to be forced to 
maintain a profession once made and sealed by Baptism. 

:;v:~~::" But when they remained steadfast in the faith of tbeir 
lnui...... fathers it was necessary, if they were to be absorbed iuto 

ordinary English life, that they should give up the special 
modes of obtaining a livelihood which they practised, but 
which were forbidden to Christians. From the time of 
llichard 1. their usury had been regulated rather than pro
hibited, but Edward 1. forbad them' to live by such loans, 
and insisted that they should seek their living and sustain 

InjlfU'IIU 
o/tllt 
Crusade. 
em their 
po6itiofJ. 

.,themselves by other legitimate work and merchandise'. They 
had however continued to carryon usurious dealings under 
the colour of honest trade; and Edward was forced to revert 
to the plan of limiting the rate to 42 per cent., and decreeing 
tbat the Jew should not be able to recover more than three 
years' interest', along with the principa1. 

The bitter feeling against the Jews was obviously intensi
fied at the time of the Crusades; barons and knights who 
stayed in England were not unwilling to show their zeal by 

1 Tovey, ..4ngli4 JUdait;a. 21&. Edward L. in his anxiety far the connrsion 
of the JewB, and the removal of obstacles to.&heir absorption, eonsenied to waive 
hill claim to the property of CODVerb. Bol, Pail. L 49 (48). 

, R. M. C1ay, MtJufJ/ll Ho,pitah. 22. In 1308 the Dumber had IRlDk to 61. 
L. Wolf in .4n.gf.o..JclDiM EzAibiticm Paper., :i6 • 

• NOD sine dolore eordis et angustia est D08bis auribae Incaleatum~ quod 
DODllnlli &e1t18 otrinsque; tam ill ci'ritate London quam alibi. qui a Juda,ieo. 
perfidia. ad Chriatianam religionem CODversi fuerant, ad vomitum redierunt, saper .. 
stitionem Jodnicm, at primitus nOD sine cont.emptu "ddei Chriatlawe nequi.ter 
mutantes. Cegi.g,.. .. Epi". J. Ped;/uJ .... (Bolls Series). L 239 • 

• Tovey. ~nglia JtMlaie4. mo. 
• Statvtu 0/ }'''''Y' The dut,' of working, .. • mode of penonal oelf. 

discipline, and as supplying the me&DI for· aid.iug man and aening God WIUII 

stzong1y urged by Uuo Path ..... ana .... embodied in the _ Bule. Thla 
was probably the e1eDleni in the puLlic feeli.og against Jew. which ean be moa~ 
diredly _10 Christian 1eacbiDg, and DOt merely 10 pracUea\ experien ... 

, Groea. ~"!Ilo-Jt1CiM E:r1t.ibitiOtt Papt:l'6. 226. 
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slaying their unbelieving neighbours, especially whet! by so A.D. ~066 
doing they were able to wipe out intolerable !mears of debt. -127:1. 

The Crusades had besides opened up opportunities. for doing 
bueiuess which Jews were glad to seize. Though the landed 
proprietor did not require money for purposes of trade, he was 
seriously at a loss for the means of equipping himself for an. 
expedition to the Holy Land The same circumstances which 
e-nabled many of the towns to buy their freedom, enabled 
the Jews to lend large sums on the security either of lands,. 
or of an annual return in produce from the land'. There 
was in consequence an enormous increase in the amount of 
weaith which passed through Jewish hands' at the very 
tinle when religious passions were most deeply stirreq. 

The persecution began at the time of the coronation of A.D. 1189. 

Richard I. I; the Jews ·wished to propitiate this king and 
attended in numbers; but the mob maltreated the Jews 
who mingled in the crowd at the palace, and the scuflle was 
continued by an attack on the houses of the London Jews; 
many of these were burned and the inhabitants perished ~ 
miserably. This evil example was followed at Lynn, Bury, 
and Norwich; some young crusaders attacked and slew many 
of the Jews who had gathered at the Stanlford fair. But the 
most terrible scenes were enacted at York .. on the return 
of Joceus from Richard's coronation; he had been forcibly 
baptised and, since he renounced this compulsory conversion, 
he became specially obnoxious as an apostate'. He succeeded 
in taking refuge with all his treasures in the castle, and the 
J~ws endeavoured to defend themselves there; but as they 
were so mistaken as to defy the castellan and refuse him 
admission to his own castle, he took the lead of the mob 
which was still more incited by the preaching of a Premon
stratensian Canon. Many of the Jews, acting on the spirited 
advice of a Rabbi, killed themselves; the remainder, wh<> 
offered to treat, were massacred by the mob at the instigation' 
of a certain Richard de Malabestia, who was deeply ,indebted . 

J, GroH, "bglo-Jewith EzAibition Papen, 178 . 
• In 1259 the lower baronage cOmplained that they were being ousted from 

their estates to the advantage of the magnates of the realm. Abrahams, op. cit. 
28. Stubbs, Select OAOI"tt:r8.858. • Bye, Ahgw.Jeu,uh Ezhibition Paper" 141~ 

• Drake. EborMUJJ', 9~. 6 Bye, op. cit. U6: 
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A.D.I06\ to theoJews', By slaughtering their victims the crowd 'only 
-1272. allcomplished half their purpose; they then proceeded to the 

Cathedral and burned the bonds which were enrolled there, 
so as to destroy the evidence of the royal claims upon them. 

This bitter hatred of the J ewe made itself felt, not only 
in these savage outbreaks, but in the disabilities which were 

• imposed by regular authorities. They were not able to secure 
the possession of their houses, and were gradually driven 
from their quarters. in the Old Jewry in London', The 
townsmen who were trying to free themselves from the 

• meddling of the sheriff were specially concerned to be rid of 
the presence of royal chattels', and the Jews were expelled 

ci ... A.D. from one town after another. Simon de Montfort turned 
1253. them out of Leicester and promised the burgesses they should 

never return '. In 1.275 they were expelled from Cambridge 
by the influence of the king's mother'; but, as we have 
already seen, such action was not always disinterested on the 

LD.l2SL part of noble personages. Robert Gro88teste, in writing to 
• the CounteBS of Winchester, is particular to point out that 

Christian rulers should not reap advantage from the results 
of Jewish extortion'. Though we hear less of mob outrage 
in the thirteenth than in the twelfth century, no substantial 
succe88 attended the attempts to assinJilate them, and absorb 
them into the ordinary life of the towns in which they lived. 

Foreign 71. The difficulties between the towns and the Jews 
!:-~, were primarily due to the fact that the latter claimed what

ever status they p088e88ed from the king himself, and had no 
inImediate relation with inferior authorities. . But there were 
other immigrants 'tho asserted rights to entire independ
ence; they owed obedience to authorities beyond the realm, 
and claimed immunity, not only from the local regulations 
of burghs, but from the royal power itseI£ Such were the 
ecclesiastics, who flocked into England after the Norman 
Conquest. It has been pointed out above that the mission 

J The proof of hiB debt and therefore oj his moun tame out ill • doc:umen& 
exhibited at the EKhibition in 1885. Rye, .dnglfJ·JeuMA EzAibilioJI Paper., 149 . 

• Compare Io!r Jacobo' ocholarly paper and map In .l.ngW.Jm.A EzAiInliqo 
Pal""". .... • B. L. Abrahams, op. cil. 18 • 

• Tbompaon, Biltory of Leiulr., '12. 
• Bye in 4nglo-Jeutill ErAWitw. Po,penl 165. .. Ep~ol« (RoU.), 86. 
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of S. Augustine and the Roman monks to England- was no. A.D. 1068 

of much direct importance', so far as ecooomic matters' are -1272-

concerned, but that the indirect results were very far-reaching, 
especially in the legal changes which were introduced or 
accelerated, such as the granting of land in perpetuity by 
boc. On the other hand the great ecclesiastical invasion in and tAn. 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries is of interest, not only in f,;~ 
legal, but in economic and fiscal affairs as well. 

a. Willism's expedition had been somewhat of the Eccl<· 

nature of a crusade; and the ecclesiastical reforms which t.'..:.~ 
were carried out by Lanf'ranc and Anselm all tended to d.,....... 
strengthen the papal in1I.uence in England The separation 
of the civil and ecclesiastical courts opened the way for 
frequent appeals to Rome, and gave a new importance to the App""'. 

revived stndy of ecclesiastical jui-isprudence. The Arch- A,.,.. 
deacons, wM had been educated in Italy even if they were do.., .... 

English by birth, were not always a credit to their order'; and 
the payments which arose through papal claims on English 
benefices, and in connection with fees at the Roman court ~ 
were enormous. The whole machinery for obtaining decisions 
in ecclesiastical causes was permeated by Italian influence, 
and tbe great papal revenue was collected by papal merchants; TM Pope', 

apparently the.titbes which the Pope claimed were gathered .... eIi.." •• ' 

in kind and sold in the town markets; so that those who were 
opposed Ii!> the taxation were able in 1231 to obtain payment 
of tithes on the Pope's behalf by means of forged letters, and 
then to sell the goods for the public benefit'. The price'i 
obtained by the Pope's merchants at these sales was transmit- \ 
ted to Italy by bills of exchange, against which, as it appears, ; 
wool was exported It is not likely that much was actually' 
transmitted in specie' ; the frequent complaints of the scarcity 
of coin in consequence of the papal taxation would be quite 
as much justified if the coin was hoarded by merchants as if 

1 See § 82. • Stubbl, Lechwu on. Mediarval at-tory, 802. 
• ou.. p1'oposed 10 I88Ign • Proctor .1 the court of Bomo,lo eooh dio ..... but 

it was not clear that the pa.yment of one man would make it less necessal1' to fee 
several Pearson, Eutory, IL 14 

" Pe&l'8Oll, D. 160. Rymer, L 203. 
• On the whole subject of papal mation, see Gott.lob, .4.w dar Oamflf'G 

'&podolica and Dif! plip,flicAen KTtltMll1l9'88Uu""n., 
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A.D.I066 <it was a~tually exported; this last would only be done when 
-1272. it ~as absolutely necessary. 

If the Pope's merchants were thus able to amass large 
hoards of silver, they were naturally tempted to use them as 

4..a "'0"'9 the Jews did, by lending money on good security'; they were 
k"ding. forced to have recourse to ingenious devices in order to obtain 

M"" ... 
Uric •. 

profit on money lent, without being technically chargeable 

I 

with usury. Matthew Paris gives a most interesting 
document from which we discover one such method of 
evasion'. A sum of 104 marks was borrowed of certain 

, merchants, called Caursines', on April 24, to be repaid in full 
I without interest on August 1st. If however the money was 
not forthcoming at that date, interest at the rate of 10 per 
cent. every two months,-60 per cent. per annum,-besides 
other charges, was to begin. This interest was nominally 
payment for expense incurred in sending for the" money again 
and again; and through this excuse, the various canons and 
enactments against taking interest were evaded. The re
marks of the monk may be quoted as clearly expressing the 
state of feeling on the subject; the Caursines .. circumvented 
the needy in their necessitie; eloaking their usury under the 

. show of trade, and pretending not to know that whatsoever is 
added to the principal is usury, under whatever name it is 
called. For it is manifest that their loans lie not in the path 
of charity, inasmuch as they do not hold out a helping hand 
to the poor to relieve them, but to deceive them; not to aid 
others in their starvation but to gratify their own covetous
ness; seeing that 'the motive stamps our every deed· ... ' 
Hence it came aboufi that the popular indignation, which 
had been raised against the Jews, was diverted to expend 
itself on the wealthy Florentines'. 

b.. The Norman and Angevin reigns were marked by the 
foundation of a very large nnmber of monasteries; this was 
the available means of devoting wealth, not only to the glory 

1 Compare the I8lerestiDg .... (1278) t1 the Abbol t1l1ordeolor"ho obIalned • 
loan in 1DOD81which ho tried 10 dUcbarge by payIDg ",001. BaJ. ptJil. L 1. 

, Hal. Parbo. 0M00i0. Maj_ m. p. 829 • 
• Caaninea, probably derived Iheir 11&DI8 fnIm Caora. alowD ID the ..u.y t1 

the Po, Deal' PiacImza. Dante. Ia/trfIO, :D. 49-61 . 
• HaL Par. (Bohu) L 2. • See below, p. ~. 
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of \Sod, but to the maintenance of culture and leaniiDll". The !I..D. 1066 

existing houses in England were mostly BeIledictine; e3ch -1272. 

abbey was a separate centre under the control of its own 
abbot, and monks.had replaced the secular canons in several 
foundations. Under Norman influence there were many 
attempts to reviv" discipline; but the plan, which was A.D. 1086. 

adopted in the charter of Battle Abbey, of exempting the 
monks from episcopal control had baneful results. . Twenty-
six Benedictine Houses were planted under the two Williams ; 
and some of the new orders were also established; the Augus- Th, ., .. 

tinian Canons, who were favourably distinguished from some o~",. 
other bodies', appeared in the time of the Conqueror; the 

. Cluniac (black), Cistercian (white monks),andCarthusian(white 
habit but black cloak) Orders all arose as attempts to reform 
the Benedictine (black monks) Rule, and were introduced into 
England under the Conqueror, Rufus, and Henry IL respec
tively. The white canons of Premontre were introduced in 
the time of Stephen; the Dominicans (Black Friars) and TMFMa ... 

Carmelite Friars, as well as ~he Franciscans (Grey Friars), 
appeared in the reign of Henry III. There were besides 
the great military Orders; the Hospitallers (black with a-
white crOS8), and the Templars (white with a- red.cross)· so 
that a very large amount of the wealth of the country' was. 
"in the hands of ecclesiastical corporations. . 

Fiscally the results were serious, as ecclesiastical land did Fi.col 
not contrihute so largely as the land peld by military tenUl"e difficulti ... 

for purposes of war; the military Orde,:" owed their first duty 
to the defence of Christendom and not as other knights to the 
realm'. And there was a difficulty abou~ the collection of any 
revenue, as the houses of the Cluniac and Carthusian orders 
were only priories, and the ultimate control of their property 
rested with the Ahbot at the mother houses; the Cistercians 
too owed allegiance to the mother house, from which each 
English abbey traced its descent, but this plea did not 
enable tliem to evade royal taxation in the time of Edward 
III.' 

1 Giraldns, ltin. Oanlb. I. C. S. 

I M. E. O. Walcott, A'fl{Ju,h MinsttJ", n. 11. II Addison. Templarl, 287 . 
• See below I p. 275. On Edw8!'d 1:8 action in 1800 compare Grt.GIu& of Pldnta. 

gemu.228. 

C. H. 14 
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A.D.1066· Ind!1sirially and commercially on the other hand, th'ere 
;;;:~:. waS not much \:ause for .complaint; considerable pains were 
:jnd .. ,ry taken in the management of their estates, and though they 
_,."'... failed to adapt themselves to the changed conditions of life 

in the fifteenth century, and were greatly impoverished, they 
were perhaps less unpopular at the last than at the time 
when they were frequently engaged. in disputes with villain 
tenants. . There is ample evidence too that the monke 
devoted themselves to cultivating our staple export by 

Wool. pasture farming; the Cistercians who had settled in the 
• deserted districts of the north had special opportunities for 

this business, but we have records which show that the 
1!lorentine wool merchants obtained supplies from all parts of 
tne country and from houses belonging to different orders'. 

8'".ggt. The connection between the monasteries and the towns 
-:::::':'h. was close and not always friendly; to .the Abbey the town 

often owed its origin; but as they increased in wealth, the 
townsmen wished to be freed from the control which the 
• abbot exercised; men were everywhere inclined to resent the 
claims of manorial lords, and the monasteries exercised these 
rights in some prosperous places where the grievance was 
most deeply felt '. Again, the friars occupied large sites in 
prominent positions in the towns, and there were frequent. 
and angry collisions between them and the burgesses. The 
struggle .between the monke at Norwich' and the townsmen 
led to open warfare, ll-nd terrible destruction of life and 
property. Sinlilar stopes are told of outrages and rioM at 
Bury<, Reading', and elsewhere. Owing to the position of the 
monks, and the protection they could count upon from Rome, 
kings were not able to give an unfettered decision, and the 
burgesses had great difficulty in securing justice for them-

'. selves, or in resisting any encroachment on their chartered 
rights. 

I Bee ..tppe;.u,. D. 
, Bee the interesting docnme.1 reeoDIlling the diBp~1e at Shrewalnuy about the 

mills, printed ~ the lIev. C. H. Drinkwater, &Iqp bdradog. Tnuuaa .... , 
19M, 24 Ser. ft. 341 • 

• Blomeli.ld. NoifoLt (1789), Do 89. • 
• Yates. Hultny of Bury. 121-138. Much additional information on &heM 

qnarrels is given in the doenmenta printed by Dr Grou, Gild Mcrduual, II. 29--36. 
• Coates, H •• tory oj Beo.dl~ng, 49. 
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V. ROYAL CIIARTERS. 

72. Attention has already been called to the fact that A.D. 1066 

there was an immense increase in the prosperity of the -1272. 

towns d~g this period. This was a noticeable feature in TIM grt>IDtiI 

Europe generally. and there is abundant evidence of municipal 0/ , ....... 
progress in England in particular. At the same time it is 
exceedingly difficult to frame any satisfactory account of 
this most important phase of commercial and industrial 
development. There are analogies between the story of one 
town and that of another. but it is hardly possible to fix on 
a typical example of town life; and still more impracticable 
to lay down any ordinary and regular stages of municipal 
growth. We have ample material for describing the typical 

• manor'ULI estate. and for tracing the principal changes which 
occurred from time to time in the management of land; but 
each English town seems to have an individual character 
and biography of its own. Each town had its own physical 
position. with special advantages for agriculture or for trade; 
each had its own responsibilities to the Crown. and its own 
connections with ecclesiastical authorities or lay lords. 

While this is true if we speak of town life as a whole. 
we' may yet find i* possible to distinguish various elements 
-in these rising communities. Buying and selling were l 
frequent and habitual; we soon hear of the organisation of 
gilds merchant. while the success of ente'"Ecising men 1 gave 
opportunity for the coalescence of holdings. and for the growth 
of manorial claims and institutions on the town fields. We 
can also see dim traces of an ancient burgh-moot' ";'hich en
forced burgh custom and of burgh officials who had charge of 
a common purse'; while the burgesses-were always on the 
alert to secure such additional powers of self-government. for 
themselves as were exemplified in the privileges of more 
favoured towns. 

The actual course of the changes by which any towns- Oh....... . 
men succeeded in getting the management of fiscal. ~i;'::,"" 
economic and judicial affairs into their own hands is written 0"""" 
in the charters of' each town. The proceSs was' gradual. • 
going on step by step. faster here. and more slowly there, 

1 00 chJ!.ogea in London compare GOmDle, YiUage Community, 112. 
• M. BlLt.eaoD. LnceI'« TOlDflllecord,. J. xltu. 
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... ccordiag as circumstances favoured the towns, and the 
ch~nces of bUy&g their own freedom occurred j the needs 
of the nobles who were setting out for the East gave the 
opportunity of bargaining for grants of privilege j and simi
larly tbe towns were able to secure many immunities from 
royal interference at the times when Richard I. started for 
the Holy Land, and when it was necessary to raise money for 
his ransom. The townsmen would usually agree to pay a 

! fixed annual rent as a commutation of dues and perquisites, 
" and they would also have to pay a heavy fine for the charter 
which secured to them the privilege of making this annual 
payment,. and so of being free from outside officials; they 
were often glad to make themselves more secure by paying 
e. fine to a new king for his inspe:cimus, or confirmation of 
the privileges already given by his predecessors. 

The history of constitutional progress in any town is 
therefore the history of the particular steps by which the 
inhabitants secured immunity from various disabilities j the 
opportunities, which occurred in one case, were not available 
in another, or the townsmen were not wealthy enough or 
wise enough to seize them; hence the history of each town 
differs from the history of every other. But not only was 
there a difference in the time at which these privileges were 
secured, but in the persons who were concerned in granting 
them. In.some places the king was in such direct relations with 
the town that hi!! charters availed to remove all the various 
disabilities; but in other cases there was a manorial lord, or 
an abbot, -who had to be satisfied for some matters, while the 
royal claims had to be met for others; and there were other 
towns, like London itself, in which there were several 'barons' 
each exercising a separate jurisdiction within his own ward. 
Until these separate jurisdictions were suppressed, it was 

. almost impossible to have a consolidated municipal govern
ment in which all matters of trade, and police and taxation 
should be treated by a single recognised authority. Even in _. 
the time of ~ward L these separate jurisdictions presented / ' 
such serious difficulty, that he devoted much energy to 

laying out and building towns in new situations' where the 
burg!lSSe9 might be free from the interference of any authority. 

1 See below, p. 261. D. 2. 
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but the Crown. It is not easy to distingpish th~ precis: A.D. 1066 

nature of the privileges which successive charters secured, -1272-

but we can realise that immense advantage accrued to auy 
urban commllllity from unification. 

73. It may be convenient to fix attention first of all on Manorial 

the sort of disabilities to which townsmen were exposed at ~ 
the hands of manorial lords, whether clerical Dr lay; we may 
then examine those for which they were in all cases forced to 
seek relief from the king directly'. In Norwich, despite its 
dose relations with the monastery, the- royal authority was > 

eXbrcised immediately; it was divided into four leets, where 
bailiffs exercised jurisdiction as representatives of the king, 
whether in his seignorial or royal capacity': but the si'!lilar 
court in Manchester was held under the authority of a feudal 
lord, who exercised his control till 1846 ; when the metropolis 
of the cotton manufacture entered at once on the enjoyment 
of a nineteenth century constitution', and the last vestiges of 
the old Court Leet disappeared 

This court had been held twice in the yesr by the lord's c"" ... 
'steward, and all the fines and other profits arising from Lee'. 

matters which fell within the jurisdiction of the court went 
to the manor. The steward summoned the court through 
the bailiffs, and all those who owned service were required 
to present themselves for the view of Frank-pledge; it thus 
afforded an opportunity of reviewing the available military 
strength as well as of inquiring into any 80rt of misdemean-
ours that had been committed. Some of these were erimes 
which the Leet could only present, and which must be dealt 

1 A lord might grant to • town immuDities from roy&! rights if lb. king hod 
•• Iborised him, "" Thurstan·. charter to Beverley (Stubbs, Seka C",.....,... 109). 
But it is not dear what right the manorial lord had, or could acquire by 
prescription, and for what he required distinct warrant. Maitland, BelMt Pkru. 
JftJllorial. L Ix. In the aase of Manchester II the ancient royal grants to ita lords 
included a f., in 1222 and 1227, and free warren in 12:49 i but as to sn.y grant of 
a Court Leet or View of Frank-pledge the public recorda of these early Um,es are 
trilent.; leaving us only to COJljecture that, like the weekly market IUld _other 
ancient franchises of Hancbester, this court; wa& held by pr-mption. II Harland, 
M.w..,/M C ..... L.d & .. rda (Cheetham See.). p. 10. 

t On the constitution of these courts see Hr Hudson's Introduction to the Led 
JurUdiaUm in tAo Oity oj N(1MI1icll, p. :a:vii . 

• The Becords of the Court Leet have been published by the Cheetham. Society, 
and more recent.ly &Dd completely by the Corporation. 
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A.D. 1066 . ·with and punis~ed in other courts-such were treasons ~nd 
-1272. felonies. Other matters of police fell within' the jurisdiction 

of the Court Leet; affrays and bloodshed could be dealt with, 
. as well as failure to follow the hue and cry hgainst robbers, 
nuisance arising fr~m the blocking of highways, the stopping 
of water courses, or the breaking of bridges. Besides this, 

)the court had jurisdiction in all matters of trade; forestallers, 
regrators and engrossers, butchers who sold diseased meat, 
shoemakers, tanners and glovers who sold bad goods or dear, 
bakers and brewers. who broke the assize, as well as those 
who used false weights and measures were all liable to have 
their cases taken and investigated in this collrt and might 
be punished by fine, or the stocks, or ·pillory'. Since the 
lord had rights both in the markets and the fairs, all matters 
connected with the wholesale and retail trade of Manchester 
came under his cognisance, and he received the profits of 
this jurisdiction. We cannot but suppose that in tbe case 
of such towns as Manchester and Sheffield, which grew into 
affiuence under this system, the government must have been 
good on the whole, but the townsmen had no such securi~y 
against rapacious and ignorant officers' as they could hope 
for when the right to adj udicate on such affairs lay in their 
own hands. 

Another point was of even greater importance;. if they 
had the right of jurisdiction they could judge according to 
the customs ,they themselves approved. We gather that in 
Leicester the law, which had been in use under the old 
lawmen, was modified in Norman times, and the townsmen 
were forced to settle their disputes by wager of battle. 
This would seem to have been a tedious proceeding, since a 
judicial combat which began at 6 a.m. only ended at 8 p.m., 
when one of the parties engaged had the misfortnne to fall 
into a pita, The whole incident and the conduct of the 

l..Kitchin, JurUdictw..., p. If. 
t Kitehin writing in 1598 says. II In BOIDe courta barou I hav. aeen IIlCh Abo 

Tertiog of ju:st.iee by atewarda. IIOIDe by igDorance aod willulne&8 and 80m. 
stewards &0 pleue Ibm lords or for fear of losing &heir fee···ih&t. justice maDy 
times had 110 place there, to the perilou8 example and Ol'enhrow" of .tate." 
JuriMlietion., p. 9 . . 

• Thompson, LeicuUr, 28. 
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d~utanta so impressed the townsmen, that they endeS: A..D.I066 

voured to prevent the recurrence of a similar scandal, and -1272. . 

agreed to pay the earl three pence for each house in the 
high street, on condition that the "twenty-four jurors who 
were in Leicester from' ancient times should from that time 
forward discuss and decide aU pleas they might have ";"ong 
themselves'." 

The history of Leicester als~ brings out 9ther manori .. l.~al. 
disabilities. from which the towns had' suffered. Many""""" 
of the burgesses owed predial services to the lord; so 
long as the towns were really agricultural communities 
this obligation was probably enforced by actual service. In 
Leicester it had been commuted for definite money pay
ments, and in 1190 the burgesses were freed from these 
obligations by Earl Robert., "I have demised and in every 
way quitclaimed from me and my heirs for ever those 
pennies which were accustomed to be taken yearly from 
my bUrgesses of Leic~ster on account of reaping my com 
at Leicester'" and other servile obligations. The history of 
S. Albans and other towns shows that these manorial claims 
we~ bitterly resented two centuries later; and we can under-
stand how anxious the inhabitants of twelfth century towns 
would be to secure not only personal freedom from servitude, 
but the right of self-government in regard to matters of 
police and of trade. It was ,vith a great price that many 
of them acquired this freedom, paid in an immediate fine 
and an annual rent; and the older towns were certainly at 
a disadvantage when compared with the towns which king 
Edward planted and which were free-born. 

74. The townsmen, like other subjects, were bound to Royal. 

contribute to the defence of the realm, and they had to ./aim •• 

discharge other fiscal obligations. They could not of course 
be freed from these responsibilities, but to men engaged in 
trade there were many matters of practical importance which 
could be adjusted by royal favour, both in regard. to the rate 
at which their liabilities were discharged and the persons 
through whom they were paid. 

The regular revenue from the town and the occasional Sherif... ' 

1 ThompsoD, English Municipal Hutory, 40. • Ibid. 46. 



216 FEUDALISM. 

A.D. 1066 • taxatio~, which might be due 'from it, were in the first inst~nce 
-1272. collected by th; sheriffs; they were practically irresponsible, 

and they· sometimes abused their position. The Hwndred 
Rolls contain a great deal of interesting evidence on this 
po~t; in Cambri~geshire there were many complaints of 
Roger of Estrs.. When the bridge over the Cam was carried 
away by a flood he took a • tax of 2s. and afterwards of 6d. a 
hide on pret~nce tnat he was going to build a stone one, 
and then he only built a wooden one after all .• It was also 
pointed out that he spent seven weeks in making this 
structure and charged exorbitantly for the use of the barge 
he provided in order to ferry the inhabitants across'. 

0011<,,; .. , . Hence the townsmen specially valued the privileges of 
b3r.;:~ being recognised for themselves and their heirs as collec

ti vely responsible for the royal revenue, instead of having to 
pay it through a sheriff. To be free from the sheriff in any 
respect was a gain, and it was ~lso an advantage to the king 
when no middlemen intervened in receiving the revenue. In 
some instances the collection of dues and taxes had been 
farmed to one of the inhabitants rather than to the royal offi~ 
in the shire; but it might not always be the case that any of 
the townsmen were such substantial men as to be deemed by 
the king fit for such a responsibility. When the burgesses 
became sufficiently rich, they were willing to be collectively 
and individually responsible for the payment of the annual 
ferm, and for the payment of arrears incurred at any subse-

\

quent time. By the establishment of a collective responsibility 
on the part of the burgesses the king had a responsible body 
with whom to deal, and he could then dispense with making 
any provision for collecting the various • issues '; while the 
~ownsmen would be careful to see that no one fell into arrear. 
(Th~ citizens nndertook to pay an annual composition for 
)vanous branches of revenne and thus were made free of 
Customs and other taxes while they levied & house rate 

Beot and among them..""lves to discharge the annual payment. Those 
/0., who were at Beot and lot with the other inhabitants and bore 

their fair share of the public burdens, were welcome to all 
the privileges of the place, but the greatest jealousy was felt 

1 Bot. Burtd. L 54, 55. 
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of 'uplawl men or jormgners (whether ~ative or alien) who"A.D.l066 
tried to take advantage of the town privileges in their trade, -1272-

while they did not as householders contribute a- fair share 
to meet the town payments. This feeling found expression 
in countless regnlations to prohibit foreigners from carrying 
on their business in such a way as to compete with the 
inhabitants of that place. The statutes of the Southampton' 
Gild Merchant, which date from about 1300, are very detsiled 
and serve as an admirable illustration of the policy which 
was generally pursued. 

The question of the rate at which the townsmen should F;!.ol 
be taxed depended on two distinct considerations; it was obUg.ti .... 

partly resolvable into the farther question as to the terms 
on which their land was held, . and therefore as to the 
occasions 'on which they should pay'. On the whole the 
tenants of ancient domain> came off most easily'; and hence 

-the townsmen, like other landowners, were inclined to clainl 
this position,'. As far back as the time of the Confessor 
certsin towns had been favoured,. as the geld was demanded 
less frequently', and so long as occasional taxation lasted it 
was desirable to be placed in the status of those from whom 
demands were least frequently made. 

There was also room for a great deal of adjustment in Toll .. 

regard to the levying of dues. The townsmen undertook to 
give a rent annually, and claimed to be free from the 
duty of paying the royal tolls; they would be able to lery 

1 Gross, Gild Merckatat, u. 214. 
S The town of Beading had been granted to the Abbey there, and it waa decided 

after mneh diopole that the Abbot might IaIIage the townsm .... when the kiDg 
levied .. t.al1.age on hie tenants. Gl'08B, Gild MercAont. II. 204. 

I The vil1.ains of ancient domain were a elasa, who appear to have preserved, 
1Ulder special circumstances, the more favourable conditions 01 the pre·Nonnan 
times. Vinogra.do1f, Yill4iAage in England, 92-

.. So in 1806 of those who held land within .. royal forest. "If any of them 
that be disaf!'onsted by the purlieu would rather be within the forest 88 they were 
before, than to be out of the forest as they be now. it pleasetb the king very well 
Ulat the,. IIhall be received theretlDto, 80 ihat they may remain in their ancieI1t 
estate, and Bhall have common and other easement, as well as they had before." 
Ordinanu 0/ Forut. S9 Ed. L 

6 On the other hand cases of claiming not &0 be of ancieDt domain and &hereforo 
not to be tal.la@ed are given by :Madox, Jri'r"mG Burgi, 6 . 

• Exeter only paid geld when London, York and Winches&e:r paid. D~, 
m.EIO. ' 
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A.D. 1066'" octroi 'duties for the use of the town and defray their 
-1272. payments to th'e crown by the house rate. They would gain 

grea1!ly as their trade increased; but they might also have 
considerable privileges in regard to paying tolls in other 
parts of the kingdom'. In the time of Henry I. the men of 
Beverley and of York were free from tolls throughout York
shire': the men of London and all their goods were free 
throughout England and .the ports of the sea, of toll and • 
passage and lastage and all other customs'. The history of 

A.D.1SlS. the Cinque Ports affords an instance of the assertion of this 
right in the time of Henry VIII. They had been free to buy 
and sell. from the tinte of Edward L. that is to say. not only 
free from the obligation of paying dues at their own homes. 
but free from the obligation of paying them anywhere in the • 
kingdom. A merchant who exercised this priVilege with 
regard to some wool in Blackwell Hall' was forced to defend 
his rights in the matter, and the Cinque Ports established 
their position as free towns. As in other cases, this freedom 
meant that they had got rid ofrestrictions on their business, 
by undertaking some definite payment or obligation. In 
the case of the Cinque Ports they were specially bound to 
supply shipping forthe defence olthe realm'. 

Bul"';... We need not wonder that the towns were jealous of any . =0.. infraction of these dearly.bought privileges', whether by 
unwortby burgesses, royal charters or unwarranted encroach
ments·. The burgess of a town which had obtained this 
full freedom both from royal and manorial control would 
have to make considerable payments towards the sum which 
was annually due to the crown, or the occasional taxes which 
were taken; but he would be assessed by his neighbours, 
and in this right he would find some protection from the 
sheriff who extorted money in the kings name and then 

, au the procedure for enfcm:iDg t.hla righl ... Sharpe, C~ 0/ Le ....... vi. 
In Davi ... UUtory 0/ 8 ... Tuomplo<o, 229. there ill a list of all the Iowua whicll 
could legitimalely claim t.hla privilege. 

• Slobbo. 8dot:/ CIuute .... no. • !hut. 1ll8 • 
• .Teate; Ck~, 8. note L • Ibid. 25. 
o Tboy are dearly II1lJJDlUlrisec ill the .... of Cambridge, Rot. RVNl. Do 891. 
, Bee the _ complaiDl of epiacopoI ........moOD" aI WiDclu!oter. The 

biah9P aU:raded the burelIan to his own quarler. and his t.enanta were .. free to 
buy and &ell as the members of the gild merchant. AreluzCllogie4/ JofV7Uli, 'YlL 315. 
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appiied it to his own uses. The new mode of levjing the"A.D. 1066 

payments was less expensive because it was more direct; -1272-

the burgess was at scot and lot aud paid on his tenement; 
it was through his residence and the payments it involved 
that h; earned the privileges he enjoyed. The VhOl~ 
policy of the towns, as we read it in their records, shows us 
how jealous they were of npland men and unfree men 
who tried to enjoy the privileg~ of a burgess while the~ 
did not pay for them; and the strong measures which the~ 
took against those who connived at the cheat thus practised I 
on their neighbonrs. The subsequent history of the towns\ 
and of the struggles against' alien workmen in the fifteenth 
century, as well as agail!st the new centres of industry 
which began to rival them in the sixteenth, only become 
intelligible when we keep the nature of municipal privi-
leges and the cost of securing them carefully in view. 

75. When attention has thus been given to the different TII,'.",,
mattets in regard to which the townsmen desired to be free g ........... 

from outside interference, it remains for us to notice the steps 
which they took in organising self-government for themselves. ,. 

In the charters of Henry I. leave is given to many towns G>7d8 \1 
to form a hanse or gild merchant; in some cases this may m ..... h •• t. I 
have been the mere revival of the cnighten gilds, such as had 
existed in pre-Norman times in Winchester', Canterbury and . 
London B; thns in the charter to Dunwich we read that the '.D.1215. 

townsmen were to have their gild merchant with a hanse and 
other customs and liberties pertaining to that gild'. But in 
!Dany of the towns which were springing up in the twelfth 
century, there could have been no such forerunner of the A.D. 1204. 

later institution, and we find that they were granted a gild 
merchant with all the liberties and customs which are wont 
and ought to pertain to a gild merchant". The' questions 

1 8cotiUA BtlrgA LaID., 5. 7, 88 . 
• G1'088, Gilda Mercatoria. p. 24. Chenictehalla. ubi cbenictes potabant gildam 

SnaIO. DatJlQday, m. 681, 688. Thia phrase i8 il111Btrated by the later ordinances 
of Winchester. Kant len punoit bevere gUde markande, len doit per common 
assent par lea masters deJa vile enquere ganz ke eODv8nablo aoient et de bone 
fame a. requiller en gilde marknnde. Grosa, (}ild Merchant, D. 256 . 

• Unwin, Gilds of London, 28. Bound..A.ncient (]harte,.. (PipeBoU Society), 25. 
For legendary history 8ll.d other evidence connected with this gild, see Stevens, 
Abbey., D.84j also Rot. Hu.rid. 1.418. 

, Rot. Cut. 21L • Del'by. Bot. Carl. 188 •. 
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A.D.I06S" as to tlte origin and character of these gilds are closely con
-1272. nected with tlie constitutional history of our towns'; it is 

obvious that gilds merchant were bodies of great economic 
importance, but it is difficult to make out what pre.cise part 
they played, and the exact nature of the practical influence 
they exerted . We are, however, on fairly firm ground in 

t
eaYing that the gilds merchant were not capitalistic, were 
not identical with the town, and did not exercise civil 
jurisdiction. 

R""'"'tion The object of these -associations appears to have been the = ... ~ty. regulation of trade. Free tenants of all sorts had indeed 
the right to buy and sell victuals in all English towns 
without paying toll', but the members of the gild obtained 
a similar freedom in regard to goods of every kind; and as 
they paid for the privilege' they were careful to secure it 

Eo.l.m.. for themselves exclusively. This exclusive right of dealing 
righu. is what strikes ou"e most forcibly in all the docum,ents con

nected with gilds; none but members were to buy and sell, 
or at any rate the gild had such supervision over all buying 
and selling, that those who infringed their privileges wer~ 
liable to be fined by the gild'. The right at Chester in
cluded freedom to elect their own reeve; members of the gild 
might buy merchandise coming to the town either by land or 
sea, but non-members could only do so by permission~; those 
who obtained the necessary licence were known as censers or 

PriAl'gu. tensers', and there were unfree traders of vanons gradea But 
\while the privileges of the townsmen and their gild were 

. r.hus exclusive, they were also inclusive; the members of the 
gild had a right to claim to have a part with another 

, The charter of Edward L 10 Ihe Cinque Ports ref .... 10 c:harIen of ..... eral 
kings from Edward the Confessor Obwards graut.ing Jiberly for their'me:rcatum,' 
though if the barooB failed to do ju.sti.ce there ,..u aD appeal 10 the warden. 
Jeake, CAarfe1" of Cinque Pm" 28. This may imp},. that they had • continuous 
self-government for commercial a1Ja.ira from before the time of the Conquest. The 
mention in Domuday of • GiJdhalla at Dover is interealing. &hough 01 COlU'88 not. 
in aoy way conc1u&ive, as the Gildhalla may have belonged SO a BOclal and religiou 
gild which had nomerc&Dtile funetioDS. Gross, Gilda JL~ 78. 

I Boe. HUrltL L 856 . 
• Grosa, .4nUfIUU'Y. lb85. Bo,. OUal", 17, 19. Ul, 223. Mados, KzeJu:quer. 

278. 
, Gioss. Gild MucAanI, L 44- • M.;.......... (Cheetham Society). 
• Hibben, I.jI ..... of Giuu, p_ 146_ 
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member in a successful bargain'. If he feU into poverty oLD. 1066 

he might count on their aid', and if he was imprisoned', -1272. 

or even unjustly accused' they would assist him. Through 
membership in a gild merchant the trader obtained a status 
which was recognised outside the limits of his own town; 
and each body of burgesses sought to obtain a • most fa-
voured gild' clause, and to have its members put on the 
same footing for purposes of trade, as those'w ho carried 
on business to the most advantage. In many cases the 
inhabitants of the town and the members of the gild were 
practically coexteusive bodies', and the gild merchant in-
cluded artisans as well as traders; but Dr Gross has pointed 
out instanceS' where the townsmen were not all members of 
the gild, and others where non-burgesses wer~ members of 
the gild merchant; aliens might also be received into the 
full citizenship of '! town, and thus be naturalised. When 
all Flemings were arrested in London, a certain Christin A.D. IBIL 

Leweblere was imprisoned with the others, but the king 
. ordered his discharge as he was claimed by the men of Lynn 

as their comburgensis'. 
These gilds had courts in which such trade offences as '" 

refusing to share a bargain with a gildsman', or engaging in 
coloura.ble transactions with strangers, might be punished; but 
it appears that mercantile business was more usually transacted 
in the ordipary burgh courts, in which questions connected with 

1 No one was to have lot or scoi with the burgesses in mereba.ndise bought by 
thep188lves or by others. in the town of Chester1ie1d, but the burgesses i but the 
borgMse:a themselves and their servants should have scot and lot with all the rest, 
accordiog to the ancient custom. &cortU 01 OluaUrjield. p. 86. This right of 
pfld it frequently mentioned in the customs of the Scotch muuicipaJitiea, which 
p78IeId interesting a.nalogies. 8lGtuJa Gildt. cc. 27, 41, 48. Bu.rgh Law. 01 
Bcotl4nd, 76, as. 86. see also Worcester, Englilh Gilds, 210. Sandwich, d. LlOD, 
D()Wr, II. 299. Romney, op. cit. II. SSS. Bye, op. cit n. 866. Boutho.mpwn • 

. Groaa. Gild Mtrc:Aant, D. 219 . 
• &atld4 GiUk, c. 14, op. cit. p. 70. • SouthGmpton, c. 11, Davies, 140 . 

.• 8t.atu1o. Gilde, o. 15, op. cit. p. 70. 
e The membership 01 gilds merchant was at any rate large; compare Totnea 

in 1260. Hid. JlSS. Com. IlL 842 j artisans as well as merchants were inclnded 
in these gilds. Thompson, Lticut.sr, M. See also the early gUd rolls of Shrews
bury, printed by the Bev. C. H. Drinkwater in the Sal~ J!r.hao~ Tr .... 1!4 Ser. 
B. 29 (1890). aud Royal HUt. Soo. Tr ..... (1895). 

I .. Et in acoto et loto cum predictis ma.jore et eommtmitate tamquam tiber bur
gensia ejosdem villie emut et in eadem villa Da.tU8 fnit." De1pit. CoUtction, 101'. 

, Bateson, I,t.icutt:r BOTf)1lfI1t B«OTtls. 1. xuiii. 
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A.D. 1066 -the tenns of payment, and the recovery of debts could 
;!::~;" usually be settilld'. When the gild increased in power and 
0/ deb .. , overshadowed the burgh authorities, it is not always possible 

to distinguish the precise capacity in which action was taken, 
and the later statutes of the Southampton Gild require that 
the Alderman should inquire into the ability of the members 
to meet their debts or serve as surety'. So long however as 
the gild merchant can be distinguished as merely an element 
in the municipal life, the main legal business appears to 
have been done by the ordinary courts, and the town itself 
(communit<u) was the organ by which payments to or from 
the merchant of another place might be adjust¥; it was by 

\

SlIing the community that the- creditor could reach a de
faulting debtor at a distance. Though membersbip of the 
gild was not necessary to enable the burgess to recover a 
debt from another town', it is probable .that the fact that 
he was admitted within tbis body, gave any townsman a 

tliro''fIh better commercial status'. He had a wealthy body behind 
:!:r':';:,. him, so that he was a person of credit; his promise to pay, 

• or his warrant for goods was .worth more than that of the 
~ merchant who stood alone on his persona.! reputation for 

honesty, 'and whether he visited a distant town or a fair he 
could claim to be regarded as a person of status, who could 
give a sufficient reference in connection with all transactions 
in which he was concerned. 

l When these two privileges, freedom from toll and the 
(possession of commercia.! status, are taken together, we see 

1 The citizens of Chester had aequittances, releases, recognisa.nees and their 
appurtenanceo and a pendice ( .. un h .... ) iD 'WWclI to.hear them (Harland, 
Maaueutre. L 190); those of Bristol were entitled to have all pl.eu ahom de1na 
held in the town according to the custom of the town.. 

• Groos, Gild M...a.-. D. 219 (2'/). 
• The recogniBecl process ia d...,.;bed iD c!etail in tha Bomney Coatumal. Lyon, 

Doto.r, D. SSS. See also letters "om Yarmouth, Blome1leld, NiPfol4, :a. 843. 
In whatever way it was managed under ditJerent circumstaot.ee, the providing 
a satisfactory machinery for the reco1'ery of debt. was a prime DflCe88ity for 
the growth of ...... ""'" -at thia time. The statule of A.etoD BurueI, like tha 
Burgh Laws of lpawieh, shows tha proviaioD that was IIIade In Enslaud for 
foreigners. 'lbe Mayor of the S&aple also entered recogni.unc.ea of deb&;. 

• In Dublin the members of the merchant gild were bound to NUl. their 
diBputee by arbitration among themselv •• and also to maintain • brot.her'. e&1l88 

if he 'WBS sued in auother court.. Grose, Gild MercA4nt, II. 65. He1atoD. Ibid. 11.108. 
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what a valuable right the ,townsmen obtained w~en theY!:P27;,066 
were allowed to have a hansel, but there "ere d1I'eCt ad
vantages which accrued from belonging to such a trading 
association; they were by COUl bination able to secure better 
terms', each member was able to share in the fortunate 
transactions of others or of the whole body', and they 
could count on getting assistance in case of misfortune'. I 

There can be no wonder that the gild merchant was a 
widely diffused institution. Dr Gross gives a list of more 
than 150 towns in England and Wales, and most of them 
appear to have acquired the privilege in. the twelfth or 
thirteenth centuries. 

'16. He has also worked out some very interesting facts -duai ...... 

as to the filial relation between various towns', from which 
we can gather the importanc~ men attached to the privilege of 
living under good customs', as well as to that of' freedom from 
tolls. The latter lay of course in the king's power, but the 
transmission of bodies of customs depended on the will of those 
who already enjoyed them, and the men of Hereford were not 
inclined to grant them gratuitously to townsmen who were 
only of servile condition'. The bond whicb<bound the new 

1 Dr Gross ~lains tho.( this term is uaed in three senses in England, (1) B 

gild, (2) tho entra.nce fee. (8) • mereantile .... lion. Giry d<lllCribea two distinct 
inatitutiooa at S. Omer; the yil4, wbich comprised both merchants 6Ild artisana 
(Histoi1'6," Us V'Ue de S. Orner, 281), and the~, which was exclusively com· 
mercial and enjoyed 0. monopoly of commerce between the town and England. 
(Ibid. 282. 418.) 

2 See Dublin, A.D. 1452. Gross, Gild Merchant. u. 67. 
8 Liverpool, 1565. Gross, Gild Merchant, D. 148 . 
• Coventry,184O. Gron, Gild Jlttreluutt, D. 60; Lynn, op. cit. II. 161. South. 

IlDlPton, o. 22, op. oiL D. 218 . 
• 0. the AffiIi4tion of Med .... al B .... ugr.. in' Tk. Antiguary for 1885. 
I The men of Derby offered Ring John sixty marks for B charter like that. of 

Nottingham, and the men of Gloucester not leu than two hundred marks for the 
customa, laws awl liberties of Winchester (.dnrigaary, 1885, p. 14). See also the 
case of John Gray, Bishop at Norwich. Quia dominu Rex nobis per e&rta.m. 81l&IIl 

concessi.&; uli e1igeremua Burgum in Anglia qUem.CUDllJ.U8 vellemus, ut eaadem. 
libertatea quaa Burgna i1le habet. haberet et villa nostra de Len' et noB eUgimua 
O:qmefordiam. Mackerell, Kifl{/" Lynn, 248.' 

'I II The kings Dittizena of Hereford who have the cuatodye of his Ditty (in regard 
that it ia the pcincipall cltty8 of all the marl;tet townes from the sea even unto 
£he boundea of the Seaveme) ought of ancient usage to deliver tbeire lawes and 
cwstomes to such townes when need requires, yet in this case they are in noe wise 
bomul to do it, because lihey B&Y they are not of the same condition; for there are 
1iOJn8 townea which hould of our Lord the Kinge of England and his heirea without 
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• town'tl> the parent from whidh its privileges were deri .... ed 
was so far recognised that advice' was sought at the fountain 
head in disputes about any of the customs. , Some towns on 
the Continent appear to have had coercive jurisdiction over 
those which were derived from them, but in England the 
appeal seems to have been merely consultative'. The 

• Oxford men were to judge on recondite points at Bedford', 
while they themselves obtained information from London 88 to 
the mode of holding pleas of land in the Husting·. It thus 
came about that while the history of each English town is 
distinct from that of others, the commercial law and practice 
of English towns in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries may 
be divided into two or three distinct types. The custom of 
London obtained over a very large area', and was still more 
widely transmitted throngh' Bristol and Oxford; but its 
largest expansion took place from Winchester, as the custom 
of this city was not only current in the South West, bub 
through transmission to Newcastle, in Northumberland and 
Scotland Smaller groups were attached to the custom of 
York, .md of the Cinque Ports, while the influence of Bretenil 

any mesne Lord ; and-to 8uch we are bound, when and as often as need llhall be., 
to eertiJie of our lewes and customes. clUe.fIy becan.se we hold by one and the sam", 
tenure; and nothing shall be taken of them in the Dame of .. reward. except only 
by our common towue clerke, tor the wryting and his paynes as iher caD agree. 
But there are other markett townes whiCh hold of diverse lords of the kingdome, 
·wherein are both natives and rusticka of auneieDt tyme, who paie to their lords 
corporaU services of diverse kinds, with other aervieeB which are not used among 
us, and who may be expelled O1It 01 tbose iownes by theire lords, and may not 
inhabit in them or be restored to theirs former state. bot by the common law or 
England. And chiefly those, and others that hold by ItlCb. lorreine &erTieet in. 
such townee, are not of.. our condition; neither shall &hey have our lawes and 
eastomes but by way of purobaae, t.o be performed to our capitall baili1r u they 
can agree betWeeD them, at the pleasure and to the benefttt 01 the eitty &foresaid." 
They gave a eertificate of certain of their customs to Denbigh and Haverford Weat 
(Dancamb. Herefcwd, L 936). &II wellu to 0ardiB (Ibid. I. 838) when 4nea were paid. 

I The case of the Cinque P0ri8 and Great Yarmou&b i8 es.ceptioual; .. the 
Y&rDlOoth men did Dot derive their customs, but their verr eJ.iateooe from the 
porl&. Their town grew up on the Bite of the herring fair over which the Barons 
of the porio had jurisdiction. Blomefteld, NorfolJ. (Parldn).n. 297. Jeske. 12-

s Plo.cit4," po IDGrattto, p. 17. . 
• Wer .4lbtC1. L 181-4. For another cue see Sharpe. Willi, p. 'ri. LeUe~ 

No. 198. 
, An interesting survival 01 the old m1lDicipal mode of government occon in 

1890. when the Commous prayed \hat the Cutom of the CitJ 01 Loudon about 
tl8llrJ might have statutable force through the realm. Rot. Pul. m. 280, No. 2i. 
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is 'specially noticeable on the borders of W .. les'~ The --.:Pi7~~66 
charters, which granted a gild merchant, 'not only gave 
valuable privileges to particular towns, but aided effectually 
in ditfnsing a similar body of commercial law. The history 
of each town is distinct and the· steps by which it obtained 
its freedom were somewhat different in each case, but the 
privileges they ohtained were very similar; and each town, 
which secured a gild merchant, obtained a place in the circle 

. of inter-municipal commerce. 
77. It is by no means easy however to state in general M"';~ip~ 

terms the bearing of the establishment of a gild merchant ..... ~tu_ 
on the growth of other constitutional privileges. It is of 
course clear that when a body of men were recognised as 
competent to regulate all matters of trade, they might more 
easily be trusted with the ordinary police of the town; the 
members of the gild merchant too would include the wealthy 
townsmen and those who were best able to nndertake 
fiscal responsibility. Indirectly therefore the gild merchant and 1I'7d. 

may well have been an important factor in securing self- meroha ... 

government in regard to petty offences, and self-assessment 
for the royal revenue'; but the precise relations of any on~ 
gil~ merchant to the burgh authority in the same town 
cannot be so easily stated, though it appears that in most 
English towns in the fourteenth and fifteenth century, the 
gild merchant had come to be almost entirely merged in the 
municipality and the Gild Hall was use~ as the Town Hall. . 

The coalescence of these distinct authorities was 'pro- Nominal

bably due to some change in economic conditions, but the :."!t;~~ 
memory of the distinction was preserved even after the 
bodies had been practically merged into one. At Reading', 
and at Carlisle the name' gild merchant' was long nsed t~ 
designate the whole body of craft gilds and companies; aD&\ 
'thus the evidence of its latest survivals. as well 8S in regard 
toO its origin, seems to preclude the common opinion that the 
Euglish Gild merchant was an association of merchants in 
the modern sense of the term, or was either indifferent or 
hostile to the interests of artisans. In other cases the 
existence of a class. of non-burgesses. who were free to trade, 

I 1I. Bateson. Lwq of BreUJf" in ElIglUA HiltorKal RevlnJ, IT. 74-
:J Grou, (illd MercAa"" I. 118. 

c. H. 15 
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A.D. 1066 • kept tlle idea' of a gild merchant alive. At Shrewsliury 
-1272. there was a cobsiderable class of censers, who were not free 

of the tow .. , but who paid an annual rent (census) for the 
privilege of being allowed to trade'; and a similar class is 
mentioned in Worcester, Chester, Cllnterbnry and many 
other towns. There were also inhabitants in thirteenth cen
tury towns, like the Jews and the Flemish weavers, who held 
directly from the Crown and were outside municipal and gild 
privileges. Town liberties and gild privileges were distinct 
and were not always acquired simultaneously'; -in Leicester, 
where the gild merchant was in existence long befure the 
townsmen obtained the Firma Burgi or were free from 
predial service, the records enable us to see the differences 
between the gild and the burgh organisation, as well as their 
gradual coalescence, with remarkable clearness'. The case of 
London is most curious of all; that there had once been a 
gild merchant is possible and gilds ';'erchant were found in 
towns that deri oed their cu'stoms from London; hut there is 
little clear trace of a gild merchant in the great centre of 
English commerce'. 

Y ....... th. In other places the town grew up under the mercantile 
protection; this was specially the case at Yarmouth, wilere 
the Cinque Ports had managed the herring fair, and a town 
had gradually gathered beside the site where this great 
annual fair was held'. Even when this town had obtained 
complete municipal. privileges-on the model of those of 
Oxford-the bailiffs of the Cinque Ports still took their part 
along with the men of Yarmouth in managing the fair. 

The precise relation in which the gild merchant stood 
towards the municipal constitution is a problem to be in vesti-

, Hibbert. Gil .. , IS. 
S Mr Hibbert bas investigated the position of theae tradesmen. "1'. eie_ 145. 
• WheD Ipnrieb received. royal charter one of &he flnR s&eps iakCD was that 

of fonning • gild merchant. 14erewet.ber and Stepbens, Bcwouglu, J. 394. 
• Compare MilS Bateson's introduction to the Lftu.u,. TOWfI Ruord •. 
, A snJitluy mention b .. been found by Hr O. G. Cramp in a charter of 1252 

(Eng. Hid. BettieuI, 190.1, s.vm. 815). bat it C&tlllot be regarded u eonelwi ... e. See 
also Unwin. Gild. '" Lorultm, GO. Compare p. 219 abure. 

• As in the case 01 8. bee. Jlaithmd, Beleel PkM, NAtIOnal. L 181. 
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?"ted separately in each single case; it. was genel'ally an·~PiA068 
nnportant factor, but not always equally nnportant. There T""", ' 

are many distinct elements which are combined in each of o§i.WI. 

the complex groups which we call a town. London was 
not improbably a combinatism of hundreds, and Norwich 
of Leete; while others were more like an aggregation of 
separate manors. The mere analysis of the surviving officers' 
shows how complex each separate structnre was; in some 
the agricultural element" is strong; in some the old royal 
officer, the portreeve, maintsined his position as head, 
through many chankes'; in some a manorial officer, the 
bailiff, continued to hold sway; in others we find .. con
stitution of a Norman type, or at least with Norman 
nomenclature, ,in which the mayor, who was an elected Moy.,.. 

official', held the reins of goVE!l"nment. The example of 
London tended· in favour of the diffusion of this magisteria)" 
system; and there were great advantsges in securing oue 
governing body for the whole of a town, though in the 
case of Norwich Lhe new constitution appears to have been 
more oligarchical tban the separate Leet- Jurisdictions which I 
were superseded in the fourteenth century'. None of these 
official designations suggest the gild merchant as a prime 
element, the officials of which took over tbe administration 
of the town; but there are cases where an Alderman was 
at the head of affairs and he may be a representative of 
the important contribution made by gilds mercbant to the 
progress of the towns, though this is at least uncertain;; bu t 
whether they left any permanent "mark on official nomencla-
ture or not, they certainly contributed in no small degree to 

1 Gomme, Inda of M .... cipJ Ofou. 
I In the free town of Ro11, &he King's Warden 'W88 chief officer (Tieke1l's HuU, 

p.ll). . 

, In the 18th year of Hom-y m. the c:itizewI of Lynn complained thot the 
Bishop of Norwich had excommunicated them because they had created a mayor 
among themae1vee, and had tu.oo and tallaged themselves in the said burgh 
without his 8888Ilt, and it was agreed between them in the "laid court tha~ the 
bishop should grant for himself and hit su.coessors &11d his church of Norwitili, 
tlmt the said burgesaea for the future may choose and create to themselves a 
mayor, whomsoever they pleased of their own body, to be presented to the bishop 
Bud admi ..... by him. Biomeftelcl, Nor/olk (Parkin), vm. 490. 

• Hudson, Led Ju.rNdicnon 0/ NortDich, lui. 
6 Grou. Gilda JJercalOr14, 72. 

15-2 



A.D. 1066 
-1272. 
&If-go· 
'Dernment. 

228 FEUDAJ,JS~I. 

'the detelopment of municipal constitutions. It may" be 
worth while to' add a cquple of instances which serve to 
illustra:'te the manner in which' the towns exercised their 
new powers of self-government. 

Wood.m There was an adequate rejlSon for the vast amount of 
j.-;::." .,,,1 building which took place in the twelfth century, as wooden 

structures were so easily destroyed by fire; and it was 
specially desirable to substitute stone for timber house. in 
towns where the closely compacted dwellings rendered it easy 
for a fire to spread rapidly. At the same time the work of 
building could hardly have proceeded' so rapidly as it did 
both in town and country if England had not been prospering 
economically. London had suffered greatly from a fire in 
the reign of Stephen which destroyed the Cathedral Church 
and spread from the Bridge as far as the Fleet; ~ome persons 
.then began to build in stone, and it was found that their 
houses not only served to protect themselves, but to stay the 
progress of any conflagration. In 1181 the citizens met and 
agreed on an Assize' which should both give facilities to 
those who wiahed to build, and might also appease "the 
contentions which sometimes arise among neighhours about 
boundaries made or to be made between their lands, 80 that 
such disputes might be settled according to that which was 
then provided and ordained." All sorts of pointe about 
boundary walls, with gutters for drainage and cesspools were 
decid_ed,asw<!ll as matteI'll that might give rise to dispute where 
one man owned a wall and his neighbour's buildings rested 
on corbels in that wall. The work did not proceed with such 
rapidity however as to prevent the outbreak of another fire 
on the 2nd of July 1212, by which London Bridge and very 
many of the houses of the nobles, as well as a large number 
of men and women, were destroye.t . The citizens met shortly 
afterwards and passed several ordinances for allaying disputes 
and purifying the city, as well as for protecting it against 
fire, • with the "help of God.' Besidee containing other pointe 
of interest this document gives us an early instance of fixing 
a maximum for the wage of builders'; aud it is instructive 

, Lih<r .. .dntiquio Legibvo (Camden Soe.). Turner, DoonuAe .d .. '""""' .... 
pp.l1.275. I Tamer. Dooautio .4n:Aitul.,.e, 281. 
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to 'compare the arrangemellts with the st9;tute which wa.: A.D.IOVG 

lJassed after the great fire in the time of Charles ILl ·:~~!:66. 
The other duty o,.f self-assessment was carned out by the Rtll. 

burgesses of Colchester when they were called upon to pay ..... ".,en'. 
their quota towards the seventh which was granted in 1295 
to King Edward, as an aid for his war lately commeuced 
against his enemi~ and the rebellious in France. With this 
object, sworn assessment was made by twelve burgesses of 
Colchester of the goods and chattels of every one who .lived 
within the precincts. The inventory which was then made 
shows. that Colchester had not yet emerged from the. agri-
cultural aondition; there are Comparatively few artisans or 
merchants, and their stock in trade was very small A coal 
merchant had· goods worth £6. 3 •. 4d.; two taimers were 
reckoned at £7. Ss.10d. and £8.18. 4d., a pepperer 'at 148. 4d., 
a glove-maker at 308. 1he tanning trade seems to have' 
been the most common. of all industries, but it is evident 
that a veIjt large number of the inhabitants were engaged in 
tilla~e·. 

Some light is thrown on the manner in which the taxes 
were levied from the citizens, by the Winchester cnstoms' 
which have been so much . quoted, as well as by an early 
London' agreement. Three thousand marks is taken as the 
usual quota for the county of Middlesex, and the proportiotl. 
to be paid by different men, according to their wealth, is 
worked out, with a considerable desire to be fair, but ·not 
without difficulty in regard to the p.rithmetic· of vulgar' 
n'llctions. 

VI. RoYAL, MUNICIPAL 'AND MANORIAL EcONOMY. 

'18. In the preceding sections it has been necessary to TM 

insist over and over again on the differences which marked """ID,. • 
out each to,vu and each estate from every other. The manor 

, 18 4& 19 Charloa II. c. 8 
2. Itot. Parl.·L 228j see also 243 . 
• J!rclrmologWd Journal. D.. 78. 
, Brit. Mill. Add. 14,252. See .4ppmdiz O . 
• Medismll,l3alculating was done with the help of an abacus. Ball. J(at"~. 

",(((i" in Cambrid~. p. 2. '" 
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~.D. 1066 "was an' economic unit, organised by itself; BO too was ~ach 
-1272. town. There";as doubtless a common type, such as is giveIl 

by the Rectitudines, or in the often 'l.uoted manor of East 
Greenwich, and other manors resembled this type more or 
less closely; from the legal decisions of the thirteenth cen
tury judges it is possible to draw a doctrine as to the 
rights and disabilities of villains generally. There was 
a body of customs in London, which many other towns 
adopted, but each was an independent, separately organised, 
and separately administered body. The threads which 
bound them all together were their common relations to 
the Crown, relations which were most clearly defined by 

.~ proceedinga in the Exchequer. The granting of charters 
~ '''9: i. with increased privileges is marked by fines, and annual 
E""hoq ..... payments ·to the Exchequer; the stock on the manors and 

the moveables of the people we,:e scheduled so that the 
owners might pay their taxes; the rights of the various 
tenants were questioned that the occasions and terms of 
payment might be properly known; and thus the whole 
details of the position and transactions of the various subjects 
are reflected in the records of the Exchequer. This is the 
way in which they become known to UB, and it is from rolls 
originally drawn up with reference to fiscal obligations that 
by far the largest body of evidence in regard to manorial 
industry and municiEal commerce has come down to us. 

The influence of the Exchequer was all pervading, and 
we have full information as to the manner in which it was 
organised. A long series of royal accounts' has been preserved, 
and we also possess an explanatory treatise on the subject. 

~ The Dialogus de Scaccario is nol; only an interesting descrip-
8"""",,. tion of the method by which "business was done, but it is a 

valuable account of the' political economy' of the time. . 
The dialogue is usually, and with much probability, 

ascribed to Richard Bishop of London, who, as treasurer, was 
intimately acquainted with the working of the Exchequer; 

Of/Wll and it is pervaded by a fine sense of the responsibility of 
• dOt. the duties in which he and his colleagues were engaged 

1 B. BaJI, F ...... "z. Bool, Parl D. 9L 
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in • administering the royal revenue. . The royal rlches, ~ A.D. 1066 

he asserts, served to support the royal d'ignity, and the -1272. 

power of princes was rsised by abundance and suffered by 
the want of it. This was specially the case in warfare, but 
attention to revenue was equally necessary for the main
tenance of government in time of peace, the building of 
churc)les and the relief of the pobr. Work of such importance 
as this, and which bore so directly on the maintenance of ·ti)e 
civil power ordained by God, was, as the author maintains, 
no unfitting occupation for ecclesiastics. The personal 
responsibility of kings to God fQr the manner in which they 
exercised their office was generslly recognised in medill!val 
writ~ngs on political subjects', but the author passes on to 
insist on the necessity of care and trnstworthines.. on the 
part of the royal subOl:dinates also; skill and probity were 
needed in every department of the work. 

Here as in other matters we may feel a striking contrast 
hetween the ideal depicted and the actual practice of the 
royal officers of whose extortion we so often read; but aftei 
all, it is well worth while to cherish a high ideal, and thos~ 
who fan to do so will never attain to an exalted stanoord of 
actual conduct. At all events it is characteristic of the time .. fin ...... 

that finance should be treated as an important department 
of work to be honestly done out of a sense of duty, and not 
merely regarded from the' point of view of expediency as to 
the convenience of rsising and collecfmg the revenue in one 
way or in another. 

As a matter of practice, a movement was steadily takin 
place in favour of having all obligations discharged in terms 
of money, and of rendering the money payments as definite 
as might be. The commutation of predial service for money 
on the royal estates, and of actual service for scutage, • 
rendered public burdens less inconvenient and less • ex
pensive' to the subjects and more profitable to the, Crown; 
by the substitution of fixed fines and regular customs for 
arbitrary dues and prises, they were made less 'bncertain.' 

1 It was fully recogniBed by Jamea L (Trttul LtMD, Work&, p. 2(9) &hat lhe 
king was responaible &0 God for the good of the people committed to hiDJ.; in 
arguiJlg that he was not responsible to the people, be makes no claim to arbitrary 
authority. For tbe change in opinion on this point see Lilly, Otmtvrg, oh. L 
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A.D, 1066 'Practical changes were being made in accordance with Adam 
-1272. Smith's maxim;, but the principles were not as yet thought • 
Iio", to out and formulated. The chief matter of importance, in the 
:,:~:.;:~!. mind of the writer of the Dialogus, was to explain a system 

by which payments legally due to the Crown might be 
collected with as little malversation as po,sible. He pro
pounds no scheme for developing the resources of the realm, 
or increasing its power, or the well-being of the subjects; 
such ultimate objects lie beyond the scope of his work, 
because they lay beyond the purview of the men of)tis time; 
not till Edward had consolidated the. realm was it possible to 
frame an economic policy. The Dialogus is simply concerned 
with the work of administration, and only alludes tQ the 
underlying political objects with the view of showing hOlv 
necessary it was that the administration should be upright 
and skilful. 

At the same time it is evident that the work which was 
thus described and discussed was worth doing well; it was a 
great thing to devise a good system of accounts for the 
finances of the realm. No one in the present day is likely 

.04......... to underrate the importance of keeping accurate aCcou,nts 
in business of every kind, if for nothing else, as the chief 
m~ns of removing temptations to dishonesty on the part of 
subordinates. Agriculture was much the most important 
industry in' England, but so far as we know landowners did 
not attempt to keep accurate account. in the eleventh 
centl1ry, and' it was not till the thirteenth century that the 
practice became general. The organisation of the Exchequer 
was not only a reform in the IJUlnagement of royal finance, 
for it also gave an example of a mode of keeping accounts 
which was gradually copied by corporations and individuals 

• for their own private affairs. 
~"""al.. 79. From records that haye been preserved it woul<l 

• ,0<,. appear that in the ordinary manorial estate there were docu-
. ments of three different kinds which were regularly kept. In 

, so far as these have survived in regard to any manor, we are 
able to reconstruct for that estate a curiously complete 
picture, which is clear in its main outlines and accurate 
in thc principal details; and we lUay be able to follow the 
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changes that took pl';;e among the tenantry with'perfec1l'A.D.I066 
• l • -1272. 

certamty. 
The Extenta or Survey of the Manor was the recorded E.t,td40 

result of a verdict given by a body of jurors chosen frotp 
among the tenants. This contained an acconnt of the whole 
condition of the estate, the buildings belonging to it, the 
fields and stock on the domain, the pasturage, the amount 
of wood and the profits of the waste, the mills, fisheries and 
80 forth. It alsO enumerated the free tenants and stated th" 
terms of their tenure; the villains and cottagers, and their 
-services', as well as the patronagE! and other incidental rights 
belonging to the manor. Great portions of the JIundred 
Rolls practica.lly consist of collections of such surveys; and 
the Domesday !look is a collection. of ahstracts of the sort of 
information in regard to ea.ch estate, which was subsequently 
embodied in the Extent. It served as a great inventory Of\ 
the mauor and all that J;>elonged to it or was attached to 
it,80 that it enabled the landowner to see at once what his 
revenue in each year ought to be, or. what item had fallen 
short. The Hundred Roll. show us that at the end of this 
period, the process of substituting money paym~nts for a.ctual 
service had begun, though it was not common'. From 
the printed Extents in these Rolls it appears that at the 
end of the thirteenth century there were three differ~nt 
classes of tenants; those who had commuted all their services 
for a definite money rent'; those who paid either actual 
service or gave the value of the service in money according 
as the lord preferred'; and those who still performed their 

1 It is to be iuquired also of cDstomary teuants that is to wit how many there 
be, and bow much land every of them holdetb, what workB and cnetoms he doth, 
&ud what the works 'and CllBtoms of every tenant be worth yearly. and how much 
rent. of B88ize be paid yearly besides the "'orks and cuatoms, and which of them 
may be wed at the will of the lord. awl which not. 

It 18 also to be inquired of cottagers that is to say what cottages and curtilage, 
they hold, and by wba' service, and how much they do pay by the )"8lLf for all 
their cottages and eurtilagea. Eztenta. J[arwii in the Bt4tu!u of th. lUalm, 
usually assigned to 4. Ed. L It is practically embodied in Flt.t4, II. '19, in 
COlWection willi the duties of the Seneachallue. It forms the basis of Fitzherbert's 
SunJeyir&g which was published in 16~ and takea the form of & CODlDl6Dtary OD the 
separate cla.Ujes of this statute. 

S Page, End of valainn~ in. E"(floftd, 89. 
I Beddens pro omnibus operationibu et serri.clia qum anteeeasorea sui facers 

1W1ebant. &f; HuM. D. 686. 
4 Debet :u.s. vel ope:"Q Ml valorem. Bot. HUfld. u. S2t. 
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A.D. 1066 .obligations, either in whole or in part, in the form of actual 
-127So service'. The intermediate class, whose services were valued 

in money, would undoubtedly be often called to pay in 
mplley j for when an accurate method of keeping accounts 
)~as once devised, it was far easier to collect the mano~l 

/ dues once for all in coin than to ensure that the various 
services, of week work and boon work, and the variO\IS 
payments of seed, fowls or eggs; were properly discharged. 
/ However the obligations were discharged, it was desirable 
that the lord should know what his estate with its stock was 
worth; and this information, recorded in writing, is given in 
the Extent'. The Domesday entries, which may be taken as 
early ..nd previously nnwritten Extents, embrace detail. 
about the goods and stock, which would in the thirteenth 
century have been found, not in the Extent, but in the 
Inventln7l j this enumerates the pigs and the poultry, as well 
as the kitchen and dairy utensils', and the furniture of the 
Hall'. In the Cambridge University Library' there is a tract 
giving instructions as to the taking of such an inventory, and 
containing a sort of schedule of the tbings which would have 

I In some cases where the services are specified &bey are a1.so estimated' in 
terms of money. Et dicW precariJa etc. appreeiantar ad 1Vd.. Bol. HU1Itl. Do 

494. Somo light is thrown on thooo onirioll ..,. information .. hieb Prof. loIail1oDd 
hoo deriyed from Iho rolls of Cambridgeshire mom.... The Wilbartcm Seri .. 
is T'ay ..... pleto, ODd show. Ihot in Iho time of Ec\ .. anl II. " .... lbo _
to sell • considerable DIDIlber of the· opera' m ... ..h year &0 penon8 who were 
bound to do them.bu& the Dumbel' of 'GperaTeudila' 'fariea from year kt year 
aDd rarely if ever exceeds half of the &o&al Dumber of • opera • that are due i the 
reeve IlUd bailiff bad to accoanlfor she 'opera' DOt; '.,endib,,'1IDd Ihow they were 
actua11y done. On Iho olhor hand Ihoro oro ineIaDcaJ of _ paymg _ in 
order to liyo al regu1ar ....,.,. ronlo; Iho following .. try from 16 Ed. II. Is 
typical of III&DY olhms. lolwm. AlbiB da Li.Uepori foeb &em CIIIII domino 
pro olllnibus operibue eoiB III amJrie pronniBDtibaa da j pleJJa lena (L .. III ..... ) 
'" da duabu. dimidiiB lorris quo leo"' da boDdagiD domini I,," lamOD qood !poe 
reddet omnem redditom 8.8IIisum. et DOD dabU galliDam, nee erit.lD Mrriciia domini 
at pro ista arrentacione dB domino per IIDllUDl :ox aolidoe. 

I It is ob'riaas however thai &he maiD. e1emente in the E:lieDt would be matter 
of 00lDDl0D knowledge, whleh might be p8Ipolaoled ..,. lradition fo. gonerotioD. 
wilhout being reduoed 10 writing. Thi8 0<A:tIr1'ed in 8OIIl8 porIo oflho D ..... where 
Iho collecIore of &he lAutd _uo held heredilaly poolo oadeoUecled IhoJlisom', 
_ ..,. heredilaly knowledgo of Iho quo,," duo from diJl'oront per8ODII. Sir 
llalar J_, 811BJ>8O&g IIOIDO of _mOD of disItDDeol7.l'OJI_lbom..,. olromg .... 
to the seriDUII108l of the re'f'8DU8 ... &he D8W man had. DO bow1edge. and ooo1d DOt 
obtain any. of \he obligatiODB in the way of land revenue antler which the di1ferem 
parties were liring: Uris is. preeeDi-day inatanee of aD mnrriUe.D Exleot . 

• .Andrews. Old Efl(JliM Maaor. 2f.6. " .lb., 112. • AI. rii. 8. 
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~ be entered,'in' a typical man~r; it is in a fourteellth cen~ A.D. 1066 
tury hand-writing, and does not give us an 'impression' of a -1272. 

very sumptuous household, even though the ~all contained 
various tressels for putting up tables and" unum scaccarium 
cum familia." We may say that the later Extents and 
Inveptories, taken together, are the fully developed forms 
of the brief summaries of the value of estates which we 
find in Domesday' Book. They are not mere estimates, but 
record the actual condition of the whole live and dead stock 
on the estate, together with all the pecuniary right .. which 
the lord enjoyed, so as to give the component parts of 'what 
we should in modem times call the lord's capital 

The annual income which accrued from the estate may be M ....... ,,· 

seen by examining the accounts (compotus). The p''actice of-' 
balancing the accounts annually was probably of immemqrial • 
antiquity on the continent, and can be traced in England in 
the twelfth century'. An immense amount of information 
as to the method of audit ad~pted by a great proprietor, who 
had many separate estates, may be obtained by an exami-
nation of £he enrolments of the ministers' accounts which were 
prepared for the Bishops of Winchester. The proximity of 
the officials of the royal exchequer wo'uld be likely to modify 
and improve the practice of the episcopal clerks in compiling 
these accounts'; but other clerks would be glad of guidance 
in the matter, and it is interesting to see what pains were 
taken to diffuse skill in this particular branch of estate 
management. In the Cambridge University Library there Boo~. 
are two interesting forms for bailiffs' accounts, with brief kuping. 

remarks on the way in which they should be kept; so far 
88 the substance goes they are practically identical, but 
they are distinct. One, which dates from the time of 
Edward 1.', has special reference to the audit; it is intended 
to hel p the Jord to understand the acco~ts presented, and 
tells him to insist on seeing all the tallies and letters of 
quittance produced. The other' is meant to assist the 
hailiff in writing the accounts, and tells him in what order 

1 Hall, &d Boole 0/ tlul Ezo1aequer, u. p. oolxxTii . 
• Hall, The Pipe· &U oj the Bishopric 01 Wmchutu. p. x • 
• Ee.i.l. 'lJd.vii.6. 
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'the vadous items should b~ entered; it gives him a ch~icu 
of two alternative modes of entering the horses; and the 
copyist confesses that by a stupid blunder he has entered 
the ,heifers in the wrong place. It also points out that 
certain headings should be inscribed in the margin; and 
of course concludes with the form of quittance by which 
the accounts were passed. 

There must have been many matters which were not 
necessarily passed through the accounts at all; where villains 
rendered actual service this did not alway. appear, The 
.bailiff had to get the men to do the work; if they failed 
to do it, the pnepositus, their cwo official, had to see to the 
matter, as they were collectively responsible to the lord for 
work and for rents'; but opera would not necessarily pass 
thrQugh the accounts of money, though the actual services 
are often accounted for on the back of the roll. At the same 
time there are in many compqtus rolls incidental allusions 
which indicate that, when they were compiled, actual services 
were being exacted. The entries of opera vendita show us 
the sums received for commutation in that year, but this 
form of entry seems tp imply that it was only a temporary 
arrangement and not a regular rent', In some cases the 
bailiff accounts in the last entry on the back of the roll 
for the services which were not vendita that year, and 
shows that the full balance had been rendered', In other 
instances the accounts of. the corn used prove that the 
customary tenants did their work and received their ratioDs, 
even when there is no other hint of actual service; and in 
others there are incidental memoranda which allude to the 
matter'. 

The third important series of documents consists of the 
Court Rolls, which give us the records of the proceedings 
in the manorial courts, and enable us to follow the history of 
the tenantry; we can trace changes in the persons who 

1 See ~ppendlz B. 
, Compare Compotus Boll, Symondahide, Herta (lB".6), British M .... m Add. 

Charten,28.737 • 
• I4ap\edorham (1440). British M ... um Add. CharIen, 27,666. Wilaford, 

Hampshire (1447), British M .... m Add. CharIen, 27,679. 
• C'"edyngsloD Coumum (1476), Britiah M .... m Add. Charien, 27,312. 
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occbpied the different holdiugs, and changes in the ~rms aif A.D. 10G6 

which they lived. The Court Leet generaliy had the view -1272. 

of Frank-pledge and was called upon to inquire into many 
matters of crime and police'; the chief interest for economicl 
~tters, however, lies in the fact that these courts enforced\ 
fair dealing, &8 in regard to the assize of br~.ad, and wcights 
and measures. The records of manorial courts also note that 
new tenants were admitted, and the d..,ertion of villains was 
recorded. These rolls furnish evidence of a very valuable 
characte~ in regard to the population of each village and are 
of special importance in trying to estimate the effect of the. 
Black Death. 

80. From the consideration of the nature of the books Manorial 

on th9 estate .. we may pass to the question of the officials oJli, .... 
who administe~ed it. The business of a manor W&8 very 
elaborate and a great deal of supervisibn was necessary in 
order to ensure good, management; but if an estate consisted 
of several manors, on which different customs were in vogue, 
&8 to measures, weights and so forth, the whole affair became 
far more complicated. The various officers on a large estate 
consisting of many manors are described in a tract entitled 
Srmescalcia'. This inculcates a high ideal of duty from th", lord {J~
and each of his subordinates, and it is not perhaps fanciful to col, .... 

urge that in the plan the author has adopted, of describing 
the workjng of a manorial estate by enumerating the duties 
of the various officers, there is a sort of reminiscence of the 
Dialogus de Scaccario. The Seneschal, Bailiff and Prreposi-
tus are treated at considerable length; the Seneschal W&8 to 
visit the manors in turn and see that the bailiff of each • 
estate did his duty j he had therefore to know the • extent' 
and the customs of each estate, so &8 to be able to overhaul 
the management. He acted on behalf of the lord, but he 
had to show the special warrant of the lord in removing 
a bailiff or exercising his authority. The bailiff as the lord's 
officer, and the pnepositus as that of the villains, had the chief 
responsibility in the actual cultivation of the soil; the hay-

, View of Frank·pledge in 8 ........ 01 Boal .. llllSignod 10 17 Ed. II. See also 
Kitchin, JurNtlict.itml. 

, Print.ed in Hiss Lamond's edition of WczlUr 0/ Henlev, p. 88. 
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.. vard WIIS a subordinate officer, who was always present'to 
superintend whatever work was going on; and the respective 
duties of the carters, ploughman, swineherd, shepherd, cow
herd and dairymaid need not detain us. 

81. The working of this complicated mechanism 'is 
admirahlyexemplifiedin the records which survive in regard 
to the management of the manor of Forncett' in Norfolk. 
Further light is thrown on the matter by three trootises 
which deal with English' estate-management; one of these 
is associated with the name of Sir Walter of Henley, another 
with that of Robert Grossteste, but the author of the third 

'is unknown. 
Of Sir Walter of Henley nothing is known beyond the 

statement in a Cambridge MS. that he was originally a 
'chevalier' and afterwards became a Dominican Friar'; there 
can be little doubt. that he wrote in the thirteenth century. 
Internal evidence goes to show that he was a very shrewd 
individnal, and the quaint English and French proverbs 
which he was fond of quoting give point to his remarks. 
His book takes the form of advice, given by an old man to his 
grandson, as to prudence in the management of affairs; it is 
by little and little that people become ricb, and by little and 
little they fall into poverty, and hence it was important for 
the lord to know all about his estate himself: His treatise is 
entitled Husbandry, or as the Merton MS. adds Economy, 
husbanding his resources; but as tillage was the main means 
of income, it is also a treatise on farming both arable and 
pasture. Written in French it seems to have been aD 
extraordinarily popular work and deservedly so; a number 
of MSS. still survive'; the work was translated both into 

J F. G. Davenport. ECDflOfIIf4 4e~doprAe7It (JIll NorfoTi tllallOF', 20---48. 
S The .ys&em wu doubtleu of BoDWI origin, and au noelleni uamp1e of 

care/a! admbJiotration ....... by Chegory !be Great. In hio ....... aboai the 
Sicilian estate. he diseussea detaila of nery kind. from the treatmmlC of the 
peaanta to t.be managt"IIleIli of • herd of cat1le (EpUI. L .. aod XL S2 in Migoe 
Ls::nn.). There ill litUe Race on theeootiDen& of median'al writing OD asriea1ture. 
though Petr'a tk (huuAt'" (1300) compiled • die&ionary entitled o~ ,.."..aU_ 
~ The estates of great nobles in England were so foC8ttered t.b&t 
17at.e-matic managemew wae epeciall,. requiait.e. 

• lJJ. riL i . 
• On the KSS. of theae batiaeR see the IDtrndaetion to K"UII Lamond'. ediUou 

of Wal .... 01 e.a1q; """' ...... .nUl..,... oddiWme aDd ........uon. m Ibe RUllol 
BUt. B~ ~ (N.S. 0:. 215). 
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English I and Latin> in the la.tter part of the fo1irteentlf A.D. 1068 

century. It appeaJ;!! to have held its g!O\ind as the best -1272. 

book on the subject till Fitzherbert published the results 
of his forty years experience as a practical farmer in 

. 1523. It was obviously intended to convey such information 
on rural affairs that the lord should be' able to exercise a 
more effective supervision over his servants, and see that· 
they did not cbeat him. In some points it is hardly so full 
as ~ anonymous treatise on Husbandry' which was probably H .. · 

written about the same time or somewhat earlier, and which bondry. 

must bave been specially useful to landowners who were 
beginning to have accounts presented in writing. It lays 
down the method to be pursued in drawing up the account; 
this was to be done by a clerk; at the beginning comes a 
statement of the bailiff's arrears from past years; then the 
receipts are to be entered, rents of assize and other things 
which yield money, and the total is to be give!!; next comes 
the oilthy in money on' materials and allnecessanes not 
found on the estate, and the paYlllent of all work which 
could be neither begged nor commanded. The treatise then 
proceeds to lay down rules by which the 0utJay on the estate 
for materials and labour may be as small as possible; none 
are to be paid for unless it is necessary, but estimates are 
given to form a gllide in cases where the resources of the 
estate and the labour of the tenants did not suffice, so that 
money had to be paid; there are also other estimates of 
the probable returns from la.nd and stock. 

The·third of these treatises has an' interest of its own, as iho .. , ..... 
it is the work of a well-known author, and it contains 
information as to the circumstances under which it was 
compiled. It is less detailed thap the work of Wal~r of 
Henley but it embraces many topics on which he did not 
touch. The treatise entitled the Reules Sevnt Robert was 
written by Grossteste for a parti<ll1lar person, the countess of 
Lincoln, and consists of 28 practical maxims to guide her in 
tile management not only of her estate but also of her hOuSe-

1 London, Brit. MI18., SlooI&e MS. 686j Camh. Uniy.Library,UDiquecopyprint6d. 
by Wynkyn de Worde; the translation was mistakenl;y attributed to Gt'08Steste.. 

, Oxford. Bodleian, Digby, 147 • 
• Printed in Mise Lamond'. edition 01 Walta" 0/ Henk., p. 69. 
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A.D. 1066 ·hold. . 'Margaret, Countess of Lincoln, was left a widow in 
-1272. 1240, and had ~e. manors of' Ingoldeme.rs, Throseby, Houton 

and Seggebrock' assigned by the king for her maintenaD<'e. 
until her dowry out of her late husband's land should be set 
forth.· In 1242 she consoled herself, and found a natural. 
protector for her property, by marrying Walter Marshall, 
Earl of Pembroke. Grossteste's rules must have been written 
therefore in 1240 or 1241; he was proi:>ably ~ friend of some 
standing, as he had been Archdeacon of Chester when her 
first husband was constable of Chester, and her uncle 
Ranulph was in possession of the Earldom'. 

As the treatise was written for a lady, directions for the 
cultivation of the ground 'and the maintenance of live-stock 
were not thought necessary, and supervision on the6e matters 
was left to the seneschal. The countess was not however to 
trust everything to him entirely. She was to know what her 
estates .were worth and what income they could yield so that 
she might "';'ange her expenses according to that income. 
The rules are most detailed on points of domestic organisa
tion, and most of them are concerned with the household 
rather than the estate.· As "the good Bishop" holds up his 
own establishment as a model, we have in the treatise an 
interesting picture of the arrangement and management of 
a large establishment in the middle ages. 

JI •• ,eh.ld. The rules lay down that servants and retainers are to be 
of good character, faithful, painstaking and so forth, they are 
to do what they are bid immediately without any grumbling 
or contradiction; if they show any such disloyal spirit they 
must be dismissed, for many can be had to fill their places. 
The household is to be quiet and orderly, and guests secular 
or religious are to be courteously received and served. The 
regn1ations of meals, even to the setting of the dishes and the 
way the servants are to walk when they approach' the table, 
are minute, but they hav.e more bearing on questions of 
etiquette than of economy. • 

82. Where the Rules treat of domestic economy' how
ever they become not only curions but instructive. They 
date from a time when ruraI life was very much more 

1 Pegge. Lifo of Gro-tute. !Ii. 
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important, relatively to town life, than it is in the presentrD.I066 
day; the great households were very notable social insti- 1272. 

tutions and schools of manners if not of learning; the re-
sources and labour of large stretches of the country were 
consciously organised and controlled with .referenc; to their 
needs. As has been pointed out to me by Miss L. Toulmin 
Smith, these Rules lay down principles which are illustrated 
in many particulars by the specimens of contemporary house-
hold accounts which have come down to us. 

The most striking contrast with our own time arises 
from the fact that the great households were continually 
on tour. After Miehaelmas, when the accounts. and esti- Hous.hold. 

mates of the produce on each estate had come in, the pro- on ....... 

gramme of the next year's residence would be arranged'. 
We can thus See ~hat economic conditions compelled the 
kings and great men to be constantly travelling through the '. 
country with their establishments. It was easier to move the 
household than to convey the produce to anyone estate j 
and this practice must be borne in mind when we notice 
the extreme discomfort of thirteenth century residences. 
A noble did not require 8.ily permanent home, but was' 
forced to be content with providing travellers' shelters for 
his household at different points, where he could take up 
temporary residence for a longer or shorter period. At 
intermediate stages he might be able to quarter himself 
and his retinue in one of the religious houses; they were 
much aggrieved that they were so liable to have one or 
another of the great lords, who were so constantly on tour, 
as unwelcome guests'. These great monastic establishments 
were permanent residences and would have need to draw 

1 U Every year at M[chaebnas, when you know the mensnre ot all yoar corn, 
"then &nanga your sojourn for the whole of that year, and for how ID&DJ' weeks 
(I in eaeh place, according \0 the seasons of the year, and the advantages of the 
U COUDtry in flesh and in Dsh j and do not in auy wise burden by debt or long reBi
.. dence the places where you aojourn, but so arrange yotU' sojourns that the place 
•• at yOlD' departure shall not remain in debt, but something may remain on the 
U manor, whereby the mlUlOJ' can raise money from increaae of stock, and especially 
.. COWl and sheep, until your stock acquita your wines, robelt wu and all your 
.. wardrobe j and tbat will be in a short time if you hold and act after this treatise, 
II as you can see plainly iu. this way. The wool of a. thousand sheep in good pasture 
"ought to yield dfty marks a year, &0." Buld. oj S. Boben. XXVI. in Waller uf 
Henley, p. 146. . I See below, p. 276, n. 8. 

C. H. 16 
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A.D.1066 .supplies to a common c.entre, but their officials had occa
-1272. sionally to go 4ln visits to the outlying estates'. 

This habit of keeping the household in frequent motion 
is abundantly illustrated by the accounts of Bishop Swinfield; 
the editor has given a brief calendar of the principal halts 
for the greater part of a year, by noting the places and the 
payments which were made for the episcopal washing'. This 
cannot be regarded as a heavy item of expense, but the local 
distribution is instructive; and the same point is exemplified 
in the Wardrobe Accounts of Edward I. for 1297', and in 
the journeys of Eleanor, Countess of Leicester, during the 
disturbed year 1265'. The gradual changes, which took 
place in subsequent centuries, enabled the lords to let their 
land for money, instead of farming their estates for the sake 

:;:.~v. of the subsistence of their households. And when a money 
system was introduced and the lords purchased the pro
visions they required, there was no longer need for such 
frequent changes. The beautiful mansions of the Tudor 
times mark the commencement of a new era, when it was 
possible for a great landowner to li1(e a settled life in one 
particular home. The Earl of Northu'rWerland's Household 
Book (1512) gives us an insight into the period of trans
itionli on the one hand it describes in detail the great house 
which had been erected at Leconfield', while on the other 
it details all the arrangements for the removal of the house
hold,-with the hangings, beds, and other furniture'-in 
seventeen carriages 'beside the chariot: The duties of 
superintending these removals, and of defraying the daily 

1 When &he Prior ,;, Holy Trinity, Dublin, visited the Manor of BaJ.scaadan in 
1337, he was able to obtain sufficient .applies in store on 8OID8 days. but wine bac"l 
to be sent on in advance. and ihe proTiaions were often sarplemeut.ed bJ purehaaea • 

• ..tceount: Ron of Holy Trinity, D1JbUn, edited by 1. Mills. 
• Boll of a .... tAoid E"P" .... (Camden Soc.). Aho'rod. p. =iL 
• L ..... Qowtidiamu. edited by Topham far the Society of Antiquaries, p. hviI. 

Compare also Hartshorne'sltiMrary 0/ Etlmard II., arid Eyton', He.ry II. 
f Manrten tIIId HolUtlwl4 Ezpauu (Boxburgb Club, 1841), p. D:vii. 
I 0. the other hand Lord Wil/ia .. &-a'.1IouMItol<I B .. k (1612-40) ...... 

to show that he was habitually retDdent at Naworth. (Sartee. Soc.) On the 
expeD8e8 and furniture of country genUemen UDder Elizabeth Me WaleoU in 
B"rop"'i~ Areluzolcgiul TraJUaeliou (1878) 1 . 

• HoutAoid B .. 1 of H~ AI".....,. P .... y. fift. Ean of N.nA~. 
edited by TIumuIa P...,., Biabnp of Drom ..... p. 877. 

, lb. P. 886. 
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expenses at each residence, were 'subsequently dlVll • .:t,There·A,D,l066, 
at first they a.Illa.y, in the case of the Roya.l household, _ -1272-

the Trea.surer of the Wardrobe; and the details, to whicl. re 
had to attend in the thirteenth century, are ca.refuIly enu~~~ 
rated by the compiler of Fleta', " 

The specia.l objects towards which the, econ?my .of eai,~ 
esta.te wa.s directed were in a.ccorda.nce WIth the mIgrator> 
habits of the households; it wa.s necessary at Micha.elma.s 
to make a ca.reful estinla~ of the supplies available on each 
esta.te'. .. Command your seneschal that' every year at 
• Micha.elmas he cause all the sta.cks of each kind of com, 
o within the grange and without, to be va.lued by faithful, 
o prudent and capable men, how many quarters there may 
.. be, and then, how many quarters will be taken for seed 
.. and servants on the la.nd, and then of the whole amount 
.. and of what remains over and above the la.nd and the 

." servants, set the sum in writing, and according to that 
.. assign the expenses of your household in bread and in 
" ale; also see how many quarters of corn you will spend 
o in a week in dispensable bread, hew much in alms." The 
food that was over and above at meals wa.s distributed in 
alms', and a more liberal supply on the table went to in
crease the daily alms. In addition to what was given as AI .... 

broken meat, the roya.l munificence to the poor was very 
great, but not apparently very discriminating; hundreds of 
paupers appear to have been maintained or relieved by 

1 Compue the ordina.nC8S for. the Duke of Clarence with the list of officers of 
\he riding household and Blanding houoehold respectively. Oolketi ... 01 Qrdin
GftU.t Grul BegulatiOfl4 (Society of Antiquaries, 1790), pp. 99, 100. For this and 
many other referellC88 I am indebted to Miss L. T. Smith, and her excellent 
IntroductiOD to TAl Earl of Derby:, E:cptditionl, Oamden Soc. 189~. 

S Flaa. edited by Selden, D. c. 14. The Liller Quotidianw 01 Edward L 
should be compared with this chapter. 

• Walter of Henley, p. 127 . 
• Basketa and buckets were provided for this purpose. Thus In the Derby 

Ezpldition.l (Camden Soc.) 1S8, "Item JohlUlDi Peck pro ij boket emptia apud 
DanBk pro elemotinil domini, v 8. pro" Hiss L. Toulmin Smith refers me to & 

similar entry in the Findtale ..tCCOl"'" (Sorleea Society), p. cJ.Vill, "Item. 'akepe 
pro e1emosyna." and also to the ordinance for the Almoner in Clarence's Ordinance. 
(Oollection 01 OrdiJIGftU., "p. 89) ... And that the said Almoner at every dinner and 
supper, wait upon the I18id" Duke'. table, and there take op every diah when the 
&aid Duke hath oet II from him. and !hereof to make ,ullIeieutly \he a1ma dish,. 
to be siVeD to the mOlt needy man or WODl&D. by hia discretion," 

16-2 



246 FEUDALISM. 

A.D. 1066 • an attempt at adapting ancient authors, rather th~n a 
-1272. genuine expre;sion of the spirit of the age in which he 

lived, when so many towns were springing up as ceutre. 
Pl""ting of commerce. The thirteenth century was a period when 
:!ro:.w large areas were being laid out with new streets, which 

formed additions to old towns, while in other places new 
towns were being deliberately planted. The single street, and 
tbe confined market-place of a town that had grown up in 
the period before the Conquest, offer a striking contrast to 
the large market-places which were opened up in Bury. 
Peterborough. Cam bridge and Boston; and the arrangement 
of the bnilding lots' and streets' in these new quarters, 
shows that the areas were carefully and exactly laid out. 
Not a few towns were founded during this century and the 
plans were carefully designed by royal and ecclesiastical 
authorities. Edward I. laid out many free towns'; Salisbury 
was transferred bodily to a new site, where a !pore ample 
water supply was available, and St Andrews was planned by 
the bishop, who induced immigrants from Berwick to come 
and organise the activities of the new town'. ,The v.ery 
plans of these cities afford evidence of the deliberate care 
which was taken to supervise and foster the expansion of 
towns, while the remains of Guildhalls and of Town-houo .. 
are ~teresting testimony to the development of trading 

Municipal 
Buorth. 

activity and municipal authority. • 
From the masses of records which survive in different 

towns it is possillle to form some idea of the relations between 
the various elements in municipal life; and we can also 
gather information as to the policy which the townsmen 

~ This did not necessarily imply thai ell houses-were of the same lrize. There 
were some in Cambridge proYided with yards and wide entrance.. while others 
had &CCe88 to the baek yard by a mere internal pasaage. These paaaagea were 
eometimes left u public ways ou~ the housea, 88 we lee them iD &he YAl'DlOtIth 
row •. 

2 The principal types are best eeen In continental exampte.. The square. 
blocks into which Careaa&ODD8 WIll diTided have analogiea in 811eh towm: 88 
Sallibuly aDd WiDeheIsea, and the careful arrangement of an oblcmg -... with 
three principal meets. which we ADd at Kontpazier, re-appean at sa Andre ••• 
See Cunningham, T1te a>rn<p'/olUnoiotg 0/ Hippod ..... 0/ Mil .... at C~ .. 
in Ollmb . .Am. Soe. TrafU . 

• On the toWllB in his continental p<l88e88iOlll, see below. p. 267, JL 2-
• Scott, Benoid. 6. 
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pursued, and the nature of the business \'thich had to be A.D. 1066 

done. After au, the affairs which demanded attention were -1272. 

similar in a town like Leicester, where the Gild Merchant 
seems to have been abnormally developed', and in one like 
Manchester, where a manorial Court Leet regulated the 
everyday doings of the townsmen. In so far as we have 
insight to interpret the records aright, and to understand 
the occasion and objects of the orders they issued, we may 
get a singularly accurate knowledge of much of the daily life 
i!l particular cities. . • , 

There is in one respect a very marke? contrast between ~::~ 
the thirteenth century and modern tImes, as the con- pro~ty. 
ception of national aims was so little developed. So far as 
the burgh authorities bad an economic policy, ~hey desired 
to promote communal prosperity; national prosperity was 
beyond their purview, individual prosperity was only of 
interest to them, in their official capacity, as it subserved 
the prosperity of the tow;'. Their economic regulation was 
chiefly intended to develop the trade of the burgesses so that 
they migbt be able to pay their dues; in this respect tbeir 
schemes of policy were narrower than those of the mercan-
tilists, who aiD)ed at the development of national resources, 
and less personal than those of modern writers, who urge 
that it is practically wise to allow to each individual the 
greatest possible scope for accumulating wealth. But be-
cause the communal interest comes to the front, we need 
not idealise the characters of the merchants of the d~y, 
and suppose that they were entirely guided in all their 
tl"8Dsactions by impersonal sentiments. 

So far as the affairs of individual workers or dealers came F •• , 

before municipal courts, the authorities tried to do what was cU<U''''' 
lair between man and man; and in burgh customs w~ find the 
record of their practical wisdom and experience. They had 
not necessarily a very high ideal of Christian duty, and the 
gilds merchant do not appear to. have developed much re
ligious or philanthropic activity"; but they felt that 'honour-

I BatesoD. LeictBter Boroug" RtCtYr'tU, I. :I.. 
i There were some exceptioDs, however, see p. 408 below. On the extent and 

character of ~e provision for lepeJ.'8 see B. M.. Clay, MeditfJallloapita18, 86-89. 
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A.D. 1066 "able tIiing was convenable' for the men of the town, 'and 
-1272. they tried to e~force what was fair as to a day's work and a 

day's pay, and to secure that transactions should be conducted 
on reasonable terms,-that the buyer should pay a reasonable 
sum for an article on which the seller made a rea.!onable 

I 
profit. But we must again remember that, though the 
courts and their customs embodied this view, it was not 

! necessarily the line taken by each individual tradesman. The 
. medimval craftsman would scamp his work, and the media!val 

merchant try to pass off inferior articles at high prices j but 
we only hear of him when he was found out. The ordinances 
of gilds and regulations of towns set a standard to which the 
honest citizen would wish to conform, so that he might hold 
an honourable place in the town; the rnles would thus affect 
personal morality favourably. But if all men had lived up to. 
a high ideal, and done their work in the best way from mere 
love of it, there would hav;e been no need of either craft gilds 
or ordinances to keep them up to the mark. 

There are several distinct types of document which amply 
illustrate the current practiCe of the municipal courts. . 

i. With reference to the discharge of communal oblig .... 
tions to the Crown, we have a scheme for the assessment of 
the citizens in London, when the king took 'three thousand 
marks from the county of Middlesex', and various inventories 
.of goods which were made in connection with a levy of a 

O""'1"ti. fifteenth or tenth on moveables. But we have also records 
~:.!r;(.o- of the struggle to prevent foreigners (whether aliens or not) 

from competing injuriously with the burgesses. Reference 
has already been made on this point to London customs 
which purport to date from the reign of Edward the Con
fessor; and the same policy continued through the middle 
ages till ,the Tudor time, when this exclusive municipal life 
was absorbed in the wider economy of the nation. Foreigners 

The Scoteb borgh. were more earefal to protect the town. against lnfeeticm from 
leprosy than to pro'Yide ... a body .. far &he maintenance of the lepere. The 1eper 
who peniated ill entering the toWD WIU to have hi. clothes blU'Dt. and to be 
"thrust forth naked." ShUKla Gild~. c. 18. Brut/A lAJUI. of lkotl4.d, p.72. 

In several towoa tareful anangemenbl were made for the protection of orphans 
and their property; LondoD (Sharpe, Wilu, Sl.'9'l.J. DOTeI' (Lyuu, lJtnv. D. 276). 
Sandwich (Ibid. n. Jkl5). . 

J ~ppe1ldp o. 



ROYAL, lIUNICIPAL AND MANORIAL ECONOMY. 249 

we;" not to sell by retail, and they were not to sell goods t<f A.D . .1066 

one another, because such business could be done by burgesses; -12.2. 

and those who paid rates believed they were fairly entitled 
to be protected from injurious competition in their regular 
caumglL Still more strongly did they reprehend the conduct 
of the burgess who was disloyal to his own toWn, and entered 
into arrangements with foreigners, which made for his private 
profit and that of an unfree partner, but were opposed, in 
spirit at all events, to the policy purSued by the town 
authorities in the interest of the community under their' 
charge. 

• 

At the same time the townsmen were fully aware that Fa<ili~ 
they would prosper better if their burgh was frequented by!:':k":'£. 
foreign merchants, who used it as ,a centre for wholesale 
import trade and purchased products for export. With this 
object they provided the stranger with facilities for recovering 
his debts; and the letters which passed between different 
towns gave rise to a very elaborate system of inter-municipal 
communication in regard to debts '• We are also able t': 
learn something of the means by which these debts were 
discharged; let tel'S of credit were in common use, and bills 
of exchange passed between the Italian bankers and their, 
correspondents, in the thirteenth century. Just as we hav~ 
fonnd that the twelfth and' thirteenth centuries were marke 
by inIprovements in the keeping of accounts, and that th 
practice was introduced on many estates, so we may say 
that the same period gives US early examples of the use of 
instruments of credit'. The debts due to Gascon merchants 
by Londoners were registered'; and on one occasion the city 
was used by Edward I. to conduct a great fiscal operation and A.D. 1299. 

to pay to knights in Gascony the sum of £1049. 138. lld.', 
for which the citizens were reinIbursed by the sh'erift' ont 
of the ferms of the city and the county of Middlesex. 

ii In the attempt to do the fair thing between man and 
man, many regnlatioDS were framed on matters which we 
now allow to take their own course. At the same time there 

1 Sharpe. OalendGr of Letter,from Mayor 01 London. No. 1,4,-1 &e. 
I For specimens see E. A. Solid iIl.4l'chctOlogi4, uvm. '107-8'l..o. Endemano, 

8tudien. L 82., 
1 Delpit. ColketioR, No. xvIIi. of Ibid. No. LVI. 
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A.D.l006 "is an Obvious advantage in thinking out the fair price' and 
;'~!.wl. settling it, wh~re this can be done. There is a distinct 
Nt... advantage in having an authoritative tariff lIS to the reason-

c ...... 

able cab fare, and the maintenance of regulations in reg,,;rd 
to those vehicles does not in all probability interfere with the 
prosperity of the trade; so long as the regulations are wise, 
they subserve the comfort of the public and the good of the 
rtrade. In the circumstances of medireval .commerce, when 

I
'there were comparatively slight fluctuations in the conditions 
for the supply of manufactured goods, and labour was such 
a very important element in the cost of production, it was 
almost as easy to frame similar regulations for reasonable 
transaction in trades of all sorts, as it is to fix rates for cab

:hire in the present day. 
• There were of course varieties of season, and the food
supply was naturally drawn from a comparatively limited 
area, so that a local scarcity would affect prices more than it 
does in the present day. From the time of the Black Death 

'onwards frequent efforts were made to regulate the prices of 
produce, but, even when these were determined by com
petition', pains were taken to ensure that tbis competition 
should be public, and that there should be no attempts to 
make a profit by speculative transactions or by creating an 
artificial scarcity. Common folk 'had a strong suspicion that 
the man who was able to secure a monopoly by engrossing or 
by bnying up the available supply of any article, would retsil 
on terms that were to his own profit but not to the advantage 
of the community. But when the price of corn had adjusted 
itself by • the higgling of the market: a sliding scale could be 
! used to adjust the price of bread, so that the baker might 
'recoup his expenses and get a fair profit, while the public 
\ would be supplied at rates which were not excessive. This 
isliding scale was known as the Assize of Bread; it was 
icertainly framed in the time of Henry II., but this need not 
:have been the first attempt at formulating it. 

• When the price of food was thus known it was possihle 
-"11'" and' reasonable' to assign rates of wages; in the time of 

Heory II. wages were spparently intended to vary along 
with the price o~ bread, from the time of Edward III. till 

.. 
I See below, p. MI. • 
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Efuabeth parliament fixed a ma.ximu~ rate, and under A.D. ~ 
Richard II. the justices were empowered to fix the r .... "'" -1272. 

so long as the ma.ximum was not exceeded. Under Elizabeth 
the ma.ximum was abolished and the justices were enjoined \ \ 
to see £hat the ~urer had sufficient wages. When the 
whole attempt w' rlnallyabandoned at the beginning of t~e •. D.1Sl8.. 

present century, "the crying necessity was the enactment of a... 
minimum rate below which wages should not be allowed to 
fall' j but it was generally feared that the attempt to enforce 
such a standard was impracticable, and that if successful it 
would: so limit the field of employment as to cause increases! 
misery. 

84. The municipal courts enforced what was fair as a 
matter of policy j but there was another authority which 
dealt with what was right and wrong as a matter of Christian w.;"'tia. 
duty. The discipline of penance, and the canons which were dutv· 

enforced in the ecclesiastical courts were framed, not with 
reference to burghal prosperity, but in the hope of detecting 
and suppressing the greed of gain. In eadier times there 
had been very sweeping condemnations which would have 
included almost every kind of trading ': but it was obviously 

• impossible to enforce such prohibitions. Even though it 
might be admitted that the merchant's life was one of many 
temptations, since there were so many opportunities of fraud, 
it by no means follo~ed that he always yielded to them. 
The difficulty became more pressing in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, when trade was generally extending j 
and if the evils were really to be met, it could only be done 
by finding the inner grounds' of the prohibition, and applying 
it eqnitably according to the different circumstances of dif~ 
ferent cases. The question of buying and selling was one of 
the greatest practical importance, and deserves consideration 
first of all: and we find that in the thirteenth century 

1 ParliGmettl4ry Hi8tory, XXXIV.H28. 
t Quioanque tempore meaais vel vindemim IlOD necessitate, sed propter cupid!. 

tatem comparet &DI10Dam vel vinum. verbi gratia de duobus denariia comparet 
modinm unum. et servat, usque dum vendatar denariis quatuor, aut sex, a.ut 
amplins. hoo turpe merom dicimua. Corle= Jun. Oanonici, o. 9, C.14, q.4. See 
also o. I, O. 14, q. 8. and o. B. C. 14, q. S. -If 

I Neumann, Gt,chicAu de, Wucher., p: 15. 
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A.. 1066 "reflection had ~one so far on this matter that it had been 
11 12m, possible to formulate a doctrine of price. . 
·Obj .. , of Modern theory assumes that in buying and selling each 
~~:t'0d'NI man will do what is most to his own private advantage, 
d::l~::.~ and thus explains how the prices of different classes'of goods 
co.tr .. t<d. tend to be determined on this assumption: it merely attempts 

tp give an explanation of actual practice. The mediwvai 
doctrine of price was not a theory intended to explain the 
phenomena of society, but it was laid down as the basis of 
rules which should control the conduct of society and of 
individuals. At the same time current opinion seems to 
have been so fully formed in accordance with it that ,a brief 
examination of the doctrine of a just price will serve to set 
the practice of the day in clearer light. 

In regard to other matters it is difficult to determine how 
far public opinion was swayed by practical experienCe, and 
how far it was really moulded by Christian teaching-this is 
the case in regard to usury. But there can be little doubt 

I about the doctrine of price; the whole conception of a just 
price appears to be purely Christian '; according to Professor 
AshIey, who has written an admirable exposition of the 
whole subject, it is unknown to the Civil Law', and had • 

\ as li~tle place in J e.wish habits as it has in m~em socie~y; 
;~but It really underlies a great deal of commerctal and gIld 
regulation and it is constantly implied in the early legislation 
, n mercantile affairs. • 

Aq"ina', S. Thomas Aquinas, whose treatment of the subject is 
classical, assumed that everything has a just price,-that 
there is some amonnt of money for which it is right that the 
owner of the ware should exchange it. He does not discuss the 
'conditions on which this depends; as it is of more practical 
impertance that we should understand how the just price of 
anything is to be known. The just price is not an arbitrary 
demand; as an extortionate dealer may obtain an absurd 
price when he sees that he ~n drive a hard bargain; or a 
man in need may be willing to part with some heirloom 

1 Thouch partly based OD AriBtotle. LtMc,_ 1'., and Poliliu. 1. In. See 

~
. Thomas. Summm. ta, 2aI, q. 77 _, 1,4. 

, 'II Ashley, ECOft01JIic BUtoty,IS2. , 
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for a mere trifle: for in the one case there is unfair gain, iD,A~}066 
the other a real sacrifice. The just price is known by the -12,2, 

common estimation of what the thing is worth j it is known a~m,,!, 
, by public opinion as to what it is right to give for 'that ............ 

article, under ordinary circumstances. 
So far we have a parallel with modern doctrine '; the 

medimval 'just price' was an abstract conception of what . \ 
right under ordinary circumstances,-it was admittedly ~"'b ... e, 
but it was interpreted by common estimation. Modern 
doctrine starts with a 'normal' value which is 'na~lIt:aF 'in 
a regime of free competition; this too is a purely ~tract 
conception, and in order to apply it we must look at common 
e..otimation as it is shown in the prices actually pa;':l:over a 
period when there was no disturbing ca,pse. 

Common eStimation is thus the exponellt of the natural 
or normal or just price according to either the medimval or 
the modern view; but whereas we rely on the 'higgling of 
.he market' as the 'ineans of bringing out what is the 
common estimate of any' o.ject, medialval economists 
believed that it was possible to bring common estimation 
into operation beforehand, and by the consultation of experts 
to calculate out what was the right price. If' common 
estimation' was thus organised, either by the town authori
ties or gilds or parliament, it was, possible to determine 
beforehand what the price should be and to lay down a rule 
to this effect; in modern times we can only look back on the 
competition prices and say by reflection what the common 
estimation has been. 

It was of course felt that this mode of detecting the just 
price was not very precise, and indeed that it was not possible 
to determine the just price of any article absolutely. The 
obvious fact that the seasons varied made it clear that the 
price of food could not be fixed once for all; still, men thought R"gula.Ud 

that it was ,desirable to settle prices as much as possible, so pMC ..... 

as to leave less room for arbitrary demands and unreasonable 
rates. The real question is not whether prices can be defi-
nitely fixed, but how far they can be fixed at any given time. 
Even in the present day certain economists contend that it 
is possible to,settle authoritatively the relation of exchange, 
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A.D. 1066 ~etwee~ gold and silver; for barristers' and doctors' fees, as 
-1272. well as for railwl'Y and cab fares, there is a fixed and definite 

. tariff; and if it is possible to carry out the scheme of 
f determinate prices so far in the twentieth century, we may 

..J;~ be sure that there was very little difficulty about including a 
. co~~. large range of articles in the thirteenth. At the same time 

, S. Thomas Aqui)::dd would hl'ov~ II(hr.itted that the just price 
could not be' so definitely settled that it was a positive 

/duty to ta~ that and no other; all that could be done was 
'.0' P\!Lnt. "(lut things that must be avoided and that were 
unjust,; - The conception of a just price' was used not as a 
positi~e guide, but as a negative test which might assist 
men to avoid what was wrong. 

v.riati.... Prices &....q~ed bX common estimation would sometimes 
in price. be. high and som.etimes low according as an article was' 

plentiful or not; the just price varied from time to time for 
such commodities. Nor was it unjust for a man to seIl an 
article for more than he had paid for it as its just price, if 
there had been a change of circuinstances,-"lUch a change of 
time or place that he deserved remuneration for some trouble 
in connection with transport or for other service rendered. 
But it was unjust to try to get an arbitrary price; that is, to 
try to form a r41g, or to speculate on the possibilities of the 
future in such a way as to be able to demand an extortionate 
price. If we aIlowed ourselves to be guilty of the ana
chronism of trying to summarise medirevai doctrine in 
modem terms, we should say that they thought it unjust to 
sell without conscious reference to what is now caIled the 
cost of production. It was impossible for tbem to give a 
positive justification for the profit of the man who bought to 
sell again; all tbat moralists could say was that under 
certain circumstances it was not wrong to do 50, and 
practical men kept a suspicious eye on the dealings of 
middlemen. 

F ...... of The practical men who held that certain forms of trans:r action were wrong were able to draw a pretty definite line, and 
?'"::.t::r.of to enforce it strictly. The moralist who had to consider the 

motives in the heart was in a more difficult position; in all 
, • mercantile transactions there was a real danger of greed of 
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~,;but mercantile dealings were for the ."mmon good of t~A068 
mankind a.nd must be carried on, despite the po;;sible danger. 
Commerce might be carried on for the public good_~d 
rewarded by gain, a.nd it was only sinful if it was conducte~ 
simply and solely for the sake of gain. The ecclesiastic wh:' \ 
regarded the merchant as exposed to temptations in all his 't \ 

dealings, ·would not condemn him as sinful unlese it were \ 
clear that a tra.nsaction was entered on solely from greed, and 
hence it was the tendency jAr moralists to draw 9.d.htional 
distinctions, and refuse to pr, ,ounce against businese practices . 
where common-sense did not give the benefit of the doubt. 
ltemuneration for ".( ~ertaking risk was at first prohibited '; 0'TC4 

It the later canol . -~fused to condemn it. The parlia- A.D. 12f\ '. 

nt of Edward IL .ever adhered to the older view 
i took the 'stricter "li~e in legislating for. trade with 

_scony'. • 
.r o' The condemnation of usury in all its forms was Oon<kmn", 

(If "ed: but in this matter too we see how, through an = 
unwillingnese to pronounce that current transactions were 

:necessarily sinful, distinctions were drawn and excUses 
recognised, . which gradually diminished the force of the 
ecclesiastical prohibition, and which gave rise to all sorts 
of ingenious evasions. One of these has b~en -mentioned Eo"';"",. 

above, as practised by the Caursines j another is eXPlaine~ 
by Mr Round' as effected by a.n agreement to lease land 
at a nominal rent to the lender; the nominal rent was to 
be paid for the reduction of the principal by yearly instal-
ments, while the creditor gained by the difference betwee 
the nominal rent and real value of the land Lay opinio 

1 Co 19. Dt.erd. Grtg. IX. v. 19. Naviganti vel eunti ad DandiDaa aertam. 
mutnnns pecODim qoantitatem, pro eo, quod suscipit in Be periculnm, recepturua 
&liquid ultra sortem _us est ...... d... Tbie bas been sometim .. iDlerpl'eted 
88 a clerical error for J1OD. est ceDBendns. For authorities who take it thu tee 
NetlDl8lll1t Guc1licAU du W~. 17 Do For those who take it as prohibitive see 
Ginepro da Diecimo, La. GiUltW4 de' Conlrdtti, 94 D. The MS. authority 
together with the remarks of &he pseudo-Thomas in the Opuaoculum tU untri6 
appear to me conclusive in favour of taking the sentence 88 it stands, 

,''''''' Ed. In. Co 6. See below, p. 819. 
I ..4 Jlcim.t (JAQrlen, 94. Tlle kind of collusive bargain here described wae 

apparen!.ly condemned in '1163 by & d""",\al addre""'" 10 the Axcbblahop of 
Canterbury. 0. .2, Decra. Greg. IX. 1'. 19. 
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~~A066 oIUld m~cipalcourts appaar to have been less lenient than 
the ecclesiastics '. 

Aqu'..... __ .s,. Thomas Aquinas' reasoning on usury for money loans 
£nlY becomes intelligible in connection with the distinctions 

,.-drawn in Roman Law. If you give a loan of money (mutuum) 
, you part with property in the article, and if you subsequently 

acquire property in a similar article you ought to be satisfied. 
You do not have the use of the money you lent, but neitber 
do you b .. "e the risks which always attach to property. But 
if you demand payment for the use of your property, and 
insist on its being replaced as well, you ch!,'rge for something 
that has no existence, for money can only be used hy spending. 
When you handed over the property in the money to your 
neighbour you knew he was going to spend it, for that is the 
only use he can put it to; s}nce he has bargained for ,; 
reimbursement of your property it is unfair to make him pay 
for the use of that which has become his own property and is 
held at his own risk.: Of course if he does not apply for the 
money in order to spend it, but for purposes of display, tb-e 
case is different; he will then return the pieces of silver, and' 
it is a case of hiring (pecunia locata), just like tbat of a horse 
or a house. Bullion in the form of plate might often be tbus 
used; but "tbere is no excuse for treating wealtb which has 
been handed over to be the property of another for a time in 
the way one may fair.!J do with goods that are only hired 
out but remain the property of the original owner'. 

M...... -Again if we consider the nature of money we see tbat it 
has been devised to serve as a medium of exchange, and it 
does greatly facilitate ,the natural type of exchange where 
mutual needs are satisfied hy bartering the product of each 
other's work.: But to treat it as a source of gain is to divert 
it from its proper function and thus to make gain where no 
~ naturally accrues. This argument, might have some 
force if we took the attitude Q/ classical writers and stigma
tised all trading for gain as base; but wben we allow that 
certain transactions are permissible when undertaken in the 

, See below, Po 86L The foBowiug pangnpha on> O1tne1ed _ ..,. ClN64a 
Opirao. _ u,.". pp. 90--33. 

• .s---. 2d., ie, q. 78 .. L 
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hpp1.-but not for the sake-of gain, it has no long' 
same foree. The distinction may seem a mere subte 
but it was of real practical importance, as it served to I ~ 1 

out that some modes of dealing> were wrong. To ba .. !;·~ 
fo; gain as a certainty; however the transaction turns olu"", 
and to bargain for a share in the gains but none in th.pt 

,risks of business, was to trade, not merely in the hope but 
for the .ake of gain. From this standpoint however we are 
compelled to admit the lawfulness of compensation not only 
for actual loss (dClllnnum emergens) but for the cess.rtion of 
gain (~Ilcrum cessam) from the U!'9 of one's capita\. The 
former of these is explicitly admitte~ in writings attributed 
to S. Thomas Aquinas', and the latter is discussed with 
.hesitation. But such admissions really take most of the 
force out of the prohibition; and thus the arguments, which 
had their first bearing on the status of dasses in a heathen 
city, lose their conclusiveness when applied to the rectitude 
of motive and conduct in a Christian man. 

But still further modifications became necessary. It was Ezc'P' 

obvious that a man might fairly desire to he paid when he to .... 

incurred the possibility of losing all he had lent, or when he 
was put to inconvenience by the failure of the )lorrower to 
return the goods at the right time. In such cases 'as these 
jus,tice seemed to require that the lender should be recom
pensed, and hence we have the permission of receiving 
payment on the ground of periculwm 8cn1Jis. This was the 
ground of the permission which lamus nauticum enjoyed', 
and the various maritime customs' show how wide this 
practice was. At the same time it appears to be explicitly 
cO,ndemned by Gregory IX. '. 

1 As dealing on commission. Bt4tuta GildI, e,25. Burgh LaID' of Scotland.' 
76. 
• S Summm. 2a, 2aI, q. 78 8, t. and q. 62 a, 4. See.tao more fully In the 
spurioua OpUllcuiunl tit Umn., o. 7. 

a BtuntrUB, 2a. 2m, q. 78 .. 2. Sed' me qui oommittit pecuniam suam vel 
mercator! vel artiftci par modum BOcietatus cujuadam, non trausfert dominium 
pecuu.i.le SUI8 in ilium, sed remanet ejua: ita quod cum. "periculo ipsius tnel'C8.tor 
de ea negotiator. vel artifex operatur; at ideo sic licito potest partem lucri inde 
provenientis e:r.petere. tamqnam de re B11& • 

• See L. bonu cwtwnu ", to MGr,l94, 196. 211, in the Blaok Boo" 01 the 
Admiralty, m. 880 . . 

6 See "hove,·p. 265, D. L 

C. H. 17 
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FEUDALISM. 

Urther -reason for payment of more' than the 6ulll 
d was found in the pama conventiollalis which seems 

'~e been most generally recognised; a delay in repay
o ,.- might obviously inflict serious damage on the lender, 

aa this gave occasion for additional payments by the debtor; 
Y."nis obligation takes a very prominent place in the contracts 
between borrowers and lenders in the Middle Ages, aud the 
case of Antonio and Shylock has made it familiar to us all. 

Partly then from the doctrine of S. Thomas Aquinas, and 
partly from the practice of a Christian country like England, 
we find that many exce,Ptions to the strict letter of the 
prohibition of usury were tolerated. It is clear that on one 
or other of these l"ea.sOps almost every loan might claim a 
certain amount of interest, and the whole doctrine might 
have become a dead letter. But with certain well-known 
exceptions,'there w"!! little inclination on the part of the 
authorities to connive at such evasions, and the common
sense of the public agreed in this matter with the ecclesias-
tical decisions. The law of the realm was -in practical accord 
with the canons discussed by S. Thomas Aquinas; other 
gnardians of PloraliLy, in the' pulpits and elsewhere, exerted 
their influence in the same direction. We need not be 
surprised that under_ these circumstan.ces a strong public 
opinion was formed Qn the subject,-a. public opinion which 
FlIpported the ecclesiastical and other powers in in flicLing 
penalties on the usurer. The public opinion thus created is 
a most noteworthy feature in English history; the strong 
feeling against usury was more vehement and stringent than 
the laws by which it had been formed; and it tailed to 
recognise the fairness of the distinctions which subtle intel
lects drew, and of which the moneyed men made nse as 
excusing their extortions. 

EjI""''''' It is colllmonly supposed that narrow-minded ecclesiastics 
... ~/!J. ; laid down an arbitrary and unjustifiable rule against taking 

i interest,and that they thus hampered the growth of trade. 
I The rule was not arbitrary, but commended itself to ordinary 
1 common-sense and it did not ham per trade. The limits 
I which were laid down in regard to money loans were not so 
'narrow as modem writers appear to suppose and every 
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enCl:>uragement was given to men who could affortl.. 
make gratuitous loans for definite period!, 88 a for 
Christian charity': and it may be confidently affirmed ~ 
no real hindrance was put in the way of material pro, 
in the then existing state of society by these restrict: 
Tillage was so generally carried on by. communities, or" 
any rate was so far cooperative, that the cultivator WOl lid 
rarely be reduced to borrowin~ 'lIoney, as the Easten'l 
peasantry do. Poverty probably I 3&Dt a greater personal 
depend~nce on a manorial lord: not"'a constant dread of the 
exactions of usurers. Nor was it necessary for the artisan 
to borrow, 88 in all probability his gild' would supply 
the means of carrying on ~ trade if unexpected losses or 
sickness crippled his resOurce8'; while, generally speaking, 
the stock-in-trade required was very small, as he often 
worked on materials supplied by customers. If he was 
engaged on a long job where Iponey was needed, he could 
borrow for the purpose, on terms which. remunerated the 
lender 'with a share in" the profits, without. being guilty. of 
usury, 88 understood by S. Thomas Aquinas', The merchants 
too were not restrained from using the capital of other men 
in their ventures or 'from remunerating them for the risk in
volved. The cases.in which men 'were generally reduced to 
borrow without being able to offer the lenders a profitable 
partnership, were those where kings and barons were suddenly 
called on to meet the expenses of a military .expedition, or 
where land-holders and ecclesiastics had to borrow to meet 
the calls of royal or papal taxation; borrowing for the sake 
of building magnificent works or for other purposes of display 

1 See B case (1188) in Round' • ..4.ncierd C1aMl~"', p.90; alao the iDatanee in 
1116 of Bricalam (Orderic Vital YL in Duchesne, Hilt, Hm.. 628). Ipse etiam 
nee moltum dives. nee nimium. pauper, secundum laieorum ordinem in poueasione 
mediocri aeipsum et familiolam. hOlle8te regebat. V'lCinia euia indigentibus num- -
moe Don tameD ad 1IBOtam aooommodabat, sed propter inftdeUtatem multornm. a 
debitoriblll vadimonia ntinebaL Asic) loans by • burgeas ~ the municipalitTle& 
WiIlc:l>eoler Ordinan .... ArcA""r.g;.,.1 Jou ... al, IX. 78. The ordinances of the gild 
merahant at. Coventry provide for a gratuitous loan of money to a brother who 
ll:ls fallen lDto POl'eri180"to eoable.bim to trade. Gross, Gild Merchant, u. 60. 

II Compare the pracUce of Russian "Proprietors before the enfranchisement. 
Wallace. Buria, u. 200.. See. also on the tradition of monastic management, 
p. 682 below • 

• Compare ,She practice of making such loans on pledges to sick: brothers in 
Gennany. Schanz. ZIW GucAiehu du ,"utlcllett Gueiunu.bdnde, p. 72 . 

• See above. p. 261. n. 8. 
17-2 
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a not consider. MedialVa.1 usury WII.!j quite unlike t'bat 
agan !tDd :eastern countrie,,- for it was prevented from 

. I ... ing and preying on the -industrial resources of the 
~ y,t",.y; the comfortable classes and ecclesiastics were those 

an ' suffered most by being occasionally forced to apply to 
Y.fniE,kers or Jews when they really needed coins. 
be' 
1" 



m REPRESENTATION AND LEGISLATION. 

L POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS UNDER THE 

EDWARDS. 

86.' THE preceding sections have shown us the develop- A,D. 1272 

ment of complex and well-organised chartered towns which ;::Z~ , 
made regulations for their internal and for foreign trade, ::::;f~:":; " 
arranged for the superintendence of manufactures, and en- .. o",,~.ic 
forced a codEl of commercial law. But though much progress :;::.n .... 
had been made in London, at Ipswich and elsewhere, it was 
in all cases a local growth. The time of Edward I. marksl 
the most important turning-point in our history, since he set· 
on foot a machinery for framing general regulations for the 
whole country, and thue took the first steps in organising a 
national economic life that was to ou tli ve and ou tgrcw and 
absorb the most flourishing gild of the thirteenth century. 
Hence we now have the first beginnings of a political economy, 
80 far as England is concerned. Hitherto we have had to deal 
with village or manorial economy; or to' traCe how special 
municipsl and market privileges were conferred upon the 
inhabitants of psrticular towns and used by them, and how 
special trading privileges were granted to groups of foreigners; 
but we are now to see the industry and commerce of the realm 
dealt with as a whole. 

There Rre two main sides to the work of Ed wRrd I.; 0 .... ,:' ... --" 
he instituted the rep,oesentation of the people and he re- ;~.::.. • • 
org-"nised the fiscal system of the realm. Of these the former 
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A.D. 1272 was an improvement in tl1.e constitution on which it is un
_1877. necessary to dwell in detail here. and the direct economic 

effects of his changes in taxation may have been but slight 
and 1M. at first. None the less was his work of the greatest signifi
~:;;l:;;,-:' cance so far as industry and commerce are concerned; it is 
:-J.d .. ,'11 not what he did that is remarkable, but what he rendered 
.... -... possible; he provided the machinery by which the whole 

• 

Connectimt 
of ,''
tKtricnu 
parI. with 
Ii.< Aead, 

subsequent development of English industry and commerce 
has been directed and controlled. Indeed it is not too much' 
to say tnat the whole structure of society was altered by 
his wisdom. Formerly there had been a vast number of 
separate I.ccal jurisdictions, each united by a similar tie to 
the king as head, but without any real counection with one 
another; now the towns in different parts of the country 
were enabled to realise the interests they had in common, 
to get over some of the old local exclusiveness, and to join in 
demanding measures for the common good of their class in 
all parts of the realm. Hitherto particular bodies had bought 
particular privileges for themselves, now they made terms as 
to the contributions which were to be taken from the whole 
land, and framed regulations which should be enforced 
throughout its length and breadth. This was the work 
which the estates of the realm were called on to undertake 
when they were summoned to consult with the king about 
what concerned all. 

It was a new departure; but still it was only another 
step in the work which the first William had begun. He 
had done much to weld the several parts of England into a 
united whole, for he had forced each of the local powers into 
attachment to the .common head of the whole realm; Edward 
proceeded to organise them all as parts of one body, not 
only connected by allegiance to the head, but bound by 

aftd ,";'h common interests and obligations to one another .. The time 
o ... ".u.er. for merely granting special privileges by charter and fur 

relying on occasional contributions from particular groups of 
tenants was over, and the day had come when the strangely 
various elements of English population were at last organised 
into a body politic, and could thus simultaneously share in 
the advantages and in the burde)ls of government. 
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• There had of course been general regulations tor th: A.D. 1279 

whole realm on certain economic matters b~fore this time; :;;:;~!:7. 
a uniformity of weights and measures had been decreed, as ~::~t' '" 
well as .Assizes of Bread', Ale aud Clot!:, and an effort had regula';'" 
been made to ensure fair dealing in regard to the commonest 4·D. 1266 

articles of consumption'. But it may be noticed that these 
were points in which the King and the Court were directly 
interested, since it was of the first importance that the sup-
plies h&.required in progresses through the country should be 
obtained in definite and known quantities, and at reasonable 
rates when they were purchased; the trading classes ~uired 
definite weights and measures in each district, but a general 
uniformity of weights and measures was important to the 
king, and he was specially interested that there should be no 
sudden raising of the price of food when a visit of the court 
created a sudden demand. The Edwardia.'il legislation may 
certainly be regarded as a new departure, since it was very 
different in form, and it primarily aimed at regulating trade 
in the interests of the subjects. Indeed it corresponds, not so in ,h. 
much with the cbarters which kings had issued, butwitl) the ~1:;:" 
customs which had been formulated in different municipalities. ;::::Uy• 

The subjects, by adopting com~on usages in so many towns'l 
had organised a body of customs on commercial and trading} 
matters, a.nd Edward only carried out what they had begun 
when parliament gave to similar customs the force of law in 
all parts of the realm. . 

From this time onwards we may notice the gradual Local 
development of this national industria.! regulation, and how ::;:;;,,,ti ... 6 

in regard to commerce, to manufactures and to agricul- ~~;::!d 
tore "like, the local authorities were gradually overtaken by 

1 See ~ppeJtdia: .A • 
• Precipne 8X parte Domini RegIs preclpiator qnod nullus forisstellariU9 

paciatur in villa commorari, qui paupernm eat depressor manifeste at tooillB 
comm1Ulitatia et patrie publicus inimicua i qui bladUDl, pisces, allee vel rea quas
cunque venales per terram vel per aquom vententea, quandoque per terram vel 
aquam obviaudo pm ceteris festiDat 1ncrnm'scientervioiosom, panperes opprimens, 
et divicioree decipiens, qui sic minus juste illo qui ens apportaverit multo carius 
vendere machinator; qui mercatorea extraneos oum rebus venaUbua oireumvenit, 
offerens Be vendicione rerum B1W't1IIl, et BUcgeren~ eis quod bona sua carina 
veDdere poterunt quam vendere proponebant, at sic arte vel ingeuio-villam aeducili 
at patriam. Btd.cuhlm tk pietoribu.. 
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.tnd superseded by the increasing activity of parliament;iill 
in the time of 'Elimbeth the work was practically finished, 
and a complex but well-articulated system of national 
economy was completed. 

The geneml chamcter of the local powers has been already 
indicated; it would be a mistake to suppose that serious 
efforts were made to suppress them wholly. Indeed it may be 
said that under Edward I. the towns made mpid advances; 
the free towns which he founded attained the highest~oint o~ 
constitutional importance, for they were free from manorial 
restrictions of every kind, and they were not yet overshadowed 
by the growing power of parliament. J n succeeding reigns, 
even when the towns continued to grow in wealth and power, 
the special privileges for which they had paid so dearly came 
to be of comparatively little importance, not so much on 
account of actual t.ttacks directed against them', but because 
statute law extended the blessings of good government 
throughout the country genemlly. Special municipal privi
leges were not withdmwn, but they were superseded as other 
localities came to enjoy similar advantages through the 
vigorous action and wise regulations of the centml authority. 

The progress of this centr .. lising tendency Qrought about 
one remarkable result; as it lncreased, the range of freedom 
for the individual citizen became wider and Wlaer. The 
r~sfrictions which seem to us so galling were not imposed for 
the first time by statute; for the most part parliament 
tmnsferred the enforcement of certain regulations from a 
local to a centml autbority, and by so doing gave an immense 
increase to personal freedom. That there should be similar 
laws, similar customs, similar taxes, similar conditions of 
business throughout the length and breadth of the land was 
a very great gain for pnrposes of internal trade; as all 
Englishmen came to be subject to one law and shared in the 
same pri vilegell, they were freed from the fetters that local 
immunities had imposed on their intercourse. In some other 
countries the special and iocal restrictions and privileges 

1 Though Iheae also occtDTed in the legislatioa OIl behalf of alien mercbanl. 
wbieh. as tbe.ci.tiel complained. .aa WcolUliaten' with ~ ebartered privilege-. 
See beIow,p. 59"2. 
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were swept away. not without blood. and the continuity wit'" A.D. 1272 

the past was rudely hroken by the sudden. introduction .0£-1371• 

modem improvements; in our land affairs have run another 
course; local regulations were superseded by general le~la-
tion, and then general legislation ceased to play such an im-
portant part. as world-wide commerce ontgrew the control of 
national ordinances. Hence one may say that there has been 
continuous progress in this matter; local regulations were 
better than none. and towns regulated by their own gilds had 
a s~'"'in the race; but general regulations are better still, 
and when the country had so far advanced that general 
regulation was possible. the maintenance of merely local 
regulations would have been restriction. It is not regulation RoguWi .. 

that is an evil, but unsuitable regulation; unregulated trade :~~i;, .. 
is not .necessari\y in a sound condition, and regulated trade 
is not restricted trade unless it is ill·regula:ted trade. If we • 
do not bear this in mind we shall hardly realise the extent of 
the progress which is marked by the close of the charter. 
period and the beginning of legislation; while we shall 
certainly fa.\l into grave errors if we forget that the 
Plantagenets and their parliaments were making regulatioDs 
for their own times and not for ours .. 

87. Edward L laid the foundations of a system of 
national regulation of industry and commerce. and this 
gradually outgrew the municipal institutions; he rendered it 
possible for his successors to survey the commercial condition 
of the country as a wbole. and to form a definite policy for 
the development of national resources and for establishing 
satisfactory relations with foreigu places. Before his time 
the rulers could only aim at securing good administration. and 
collecting the revenue satisfactorily; but after his reign it 
had hecome possible to devise a national policy and increase 
prosperity. so that the sources from wbich revenue was. 
obtained might yield more freely. It is in the reign of For.;g; 

Edward III. that we can see the beginnings of a commercial IJ,~;"c;:J 
policy of an international and not merely of an intermunicipal III. ~ 

character'. 

1 This and severa1snbsequent paragraphs were read B8 a paper btd'ore &he Royal 
Hinorieal &c¥ty and have been published ill tbeir TrGAIacticms (N.B. lV. 197). 
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A.D.1272'. Toore is a striking contrast between the reign of Edwal"d I. 
-1377. and that of Edward III.; one was a legislator whose chief 

triumphs were constitutional, while tbe life of the other was 
passed in pressing claims to continental dominion. But in 
his wars, Edward III. aimed at objects which were approved 
by the Commons assembled in parliament, even while they 

Hi. .!aim groaned under the pressure of the expenses entailed; the 
~ assertion of his claim to the kingdom of France was a card 

he was forced to play in the hope of winning the g-djll.8. It 
is not probable tbat he was merely actuated by dynastic 
ambition,-still less that he was endeavouring to secure 
possessions abroad which would render him independent of his 
subjects at home. His policy appears to have been largely 
based on economic considerations; he seems to have aimed at 
the development of national wealth, and he may possibly 
have recognised the cohesive power of commercial intercourse. 
His plans were not farseeing, and they broke down because 
he failed to bring conflicting interests into harmony. The 
privileges he conferred on Flemish merchants roused the 
jealousy of his English subjects'; while the arrangements, 
which were favourable to sheep farmers and to consumers·in 
this countrY, proved to be injurious to English shipping. 

tmdAN 
COftnutiota 
wilA flu 
_fief •. 

Curiously enough too, Edward III. was the instrument of 
thwarting Philip in his endeavour to carry on a work of 
consolidation in France, similar to that which Edward L had 
accomplished in England The great fiefs,-Guienne, Brit
an ny, Flanders,-were the main obstacles which delayed the 
union of France under one strong rule, and each of these in 
tum had the support of Edward III. in maintaining its 
opposition to the feudal superior. He was the hereditary 
ruler of Guienne, though other provinces to which he had an 
equal title had been filched away from him, and he was 
closely related to Flanders by his marriage, while he attempted 
to form similar connections with Brabant 88 well These 
personal relationships made it incumbent upon him to try to 
hold his own, and refuse to submit to yield to the arrogant 
claims and underhand schemes by which Philip was endea
vouring to 0us.t him. But these personal ties do not accoun~ 

, WolsIord, ISlTeogtA of E""I4U. ,.... 
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for' the method he pursued in carrying on the *ar, tht A.D. 1272 

provisions on which he insisted in his treatills, or the favour -1377. 

with which the Commons viewed his schemes. 
The two districts in which he was thus personally in

terested,-F1anders and Guienne,-were. the two regions 
• which were most closely connected with England by common 

mercantile interests. "Trade follows the flag," and trade 
goes on more peacefully between two parts of the same 
empm.,; it was undoubtedly true that if Flanders and 
England, as well as Gascony and England were united, or Ga.'OfIU' 

closely connected, politically, there would be every prospect ' 
that the commerce of both would flourish. The English rule 
seems to have been popular in Gascony at first and Flemings 
were ready to .acquieSce in this scheme and support Edward 
most heart~y; according to Froissart' he only assumed the 
style and arms of king of France with much reluctance, and &.D.1:J40. 

because the Flemish towns urged hint to take this step. 
They· were not on very friendly terms with· their own 
court, and they had every reason to fear the French king; if 
Philip's schemes were successful and he made his suzerainty 
over Flanders a reality, they would be in subjection to a Fland",. 

monarch who was bitterly jealous of the growing strength 
of his own communes, and who had already waged a cruel 
war· against them. They could not but be struck with 
a contrast in the action of the English kings; Edward I. had 
been a great builder of towns, not only in his own island, but· 

. on th~ c~ntinent' too; he had called the burges-es to give 

• aTo...mde,e.42. 
t On the whole subject of the Bastidea or Villes franches founded by Edward I. 

In Guienne and Aquitaine see A. Curie Seimbres, E.BtD ofW" fIiUu, pp: 48, 61. Some 
Interesting detana are.also given by 1. B. Parker in his continuation of T1U'D.er's 
DmnutU ArcAittc:ture, L 154. In plan &hey were rectangular and forti1led, divided 
by streets 24 or 80 feet wide into blocks, which were again separated into separate 
plots by passage. six feet wide. This isolation of eaoh plot served to prevent dil' 

o putes about party walls; gave security against ftre and was convenient for draiuage. 
These were matters which had received attention in London from the lime of 
Henry n., and Edward Dot 11IlD&tnralJ,y &eDt to his own capital for akilled men to 
ln.yout some of hts new towns in Aquita.ine in 1'298 (op. cit.. L 161 D.). The neigh
bouring lords, whether ecclesiastical or lay, strongly objected to these Dew and 
free toWDB: when the Ville franche de Bovergne was laid out the neighbouring 
billhop excommunicated any one who should go and build in it, a.s he feared that it 
woold ruin his own town of Rodez (op.cit. 1. 169). "No leas tho.nflftytoWll8 were 
founded by Ule English in France within the same number of yean, and the best 
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A.D. 1272 him oounsel in parliament, and his grandson summoned 
-1317. merchants-as 'be at other times' summoned other cla..ses

to colloquies on matters affecting their interests. They 
might well wish to be under such a king, while the require
ments of their manufactures rendered it essential that they 
should get a constant supply of English wool'. 

So .. ,ngnly Had Edward III. maintained his claim to the throne of 
of ,h, "G. France he would have of course secured a position as 

suzerain of Flanders; it might possibly be argued ,;.{,at . he 
went some way to assert this right when he issued the noble', 
intending it to circulate both in England and Flanders; this 
'certainly looked very like the assertion of a princely right in 
regard to these countries, while the claim to the Sovereignty 
of the Sea would be morc easily enforced and the king's 
peace maintained on .the waters by a monarc.h who pos
sessed the land on either shore. 

The ...... Be this as it may, we see that in his first campaigns, 
1.:;..",... Flanders was the base of operations; that in the great 
..... 13<6. campaign, after landing in the Cotentin, he again turned away 

bot.h from Guienne and frum Paris to establish his lorces in 
the Low Countries; while his protracted negociations with the 
people, as well 88 the princes, 'of Flanders and Brabant, seem 
to show how much his proceedings towards Philip were 
affected by the way in which he kept the interests of the 
wool trade in view. 

The other great branch of continental trade, the wine 
trade with Gascony, was more than partially Anglicised, eince . 
it had been concentrated in Libourne and other English 
towns, where the burgesses would welcome the policy pursued 
by Edward III. His hereditary right to the Duchy made 
this really a trade between two different Parts of his own 
possessions; and to have established a firm hold upon 
Gascony, Flanders and England, would have been to create a • 
remarkably powerful commercial federation. It is probable 
that the misgovernment of the Black Prince, by alienating the 

proof of the saceea of lbe pIan ia in the strong bold which &be Engu.b ~1. 
held in ~ a1!eetUma '" the people of _ pan of Fra..., •. and in the !oct tha$ 
most of theBe tcnms are still exisling. IIDd ill .. 4oariahi:ng Ita&e." 0". ell. r.1TOn. 
Al.so. Bris_wl. Le. A...,laN _ ~ Uf, 127, 15L 

1 On the e1pur1 of woulw Flandera lee .A.p~ D. a See ti~'F.1ge. 
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sC\u~hern peoples, rendered it impossible to realise this ocheme, A,D, 1272 

for the "Flemish connection' was tqe less important proiect. -1877. 

especially when the manufacture of cloth was being so 
successfully prosecuted in England;, but it was a highly 
ingenious plan and would justify the reputation Edward 
III. enjoyed as the Father of English Commerce. It would 
be curious, lIS it is idle, to speculate how very differently 
European politics must have shaped themselves if this 
dream had been realised; if France had been wedged in 
betwe~ two tracts of territory, united both by loyalty and 
commercial interest to England; and if over-sea trade had "at 
that early period received the extraordinary impetus which 
these political connllctions must have given. 

88. Though the constitutional change which took place 
under Edward "I. is oue of the turning-poiuts of im!ustrial 
history, and the political schemes of Edward III. seem to 
mark a Dew era.in the progress ,of the nation, there were 
other sides of life which exercised no little influence on 
economic affairs, and in regard to which no change was 
apparent; current morality was not substantially altered, 00 .. : 

and the practical measures which embodied it are similar to ::::~ii~. 
those which were already in vogue. 

In a prece~g section an attempt has been made to 
sketch the methods of trading which approved themselves 
to the gilds merchant in thirteenth century towns: a similar 
feeling found expression on a larger scale in parliament, both 
as regards the methods of regulation adopted and the exclu
siveness as against outsiders. Had civil lawyers been more St.tut. 

largely represented in parliament it is quite conceivable that ~i;;;'::; 
our commercial legislation might have been copied almost 
entirely from the code of Justinian; on the other hand, the 
attempts to limit the rapidly increasing wealth of the Church 
would hardly have emanated from an assembly where eccle
siastical feeling was dominant; in either case there might 
have been some expression of jealousy at the prosperity of the 
burgesses and the traders. But the earliest economic legis- ~:r: .... 

1 In the treat,. of Bretigny (§§ xii. xnl, :r.xxii) king Edward sacrificed his 
claims on Flanders B8 the price of the promised cessation of French interference 
hi behalf of ~UaDd.. Bymer, FatkrG, m. i. 4.87. 

. -...., 
. ' 
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• AJ), 1272' lation is very similar to the burghal customs; it ~ pUTely 
;;;:;'.z empirical; ana. it reflec~ the opinions and prejudices of 
/,gulGt;'n. practical men, especially of merchants-the class who were 

dominant in the regulation of town affaire. Early legislation 
i. concerned with providing facilities for trading, for more 

• frequen~ intercourse, for better markets and better prices
in the hope of securing a supply of wares in plenty to the con
sumer'. It also aimed at enforcing what was fair, as between 
man and man in every-daytransactions; but it rests on ~tical 
experience, not on scholastic teaching. and it is difficult to 
use the medi",val doctrine of a fair price, as it is found for 
example in S. Thomas Aquinas, so as to explain the actual 
regulations and restrictions. The more ,the enactments are 
examined the more does it become clear that they are based, 
not on the Aristotelian doctrine of moralists, but on practical 

. experience of bargaining about different kinds of commodities 
, in tbe market or tbe fair. There was much in the acts of 

these parliaments that was mistaken, but the legislators erred 
as practical men may err; there was notbing doctrinaire in 
the remedies they tried or the regulations they proposed; 
they were often sbort-sighted, but they were not led away by 
some favourite theory in the days of the Edwards. It was a 
time of legislation and regulation by rule of thumb; and 
unless an effort is made to understand the social conditions 
which moulded ourindustry and commerce during that period 
the legislation itself may be entirely misunderstood. 

IL CONSOLIDATION. 

8.9. While Edward' L was ready like De Montfort to 
associate the estates of the realm with himself in the work of 
government, he was by no means willing to forego any of the 
just claims of his position as king; it was not because he was 
weak and careless and desired to be rid of respoDsibilities 
that he summoned his parliaments, but because he believed 
that his government would be stronger if his plllll8 were 

, Hen .. the Edwanliatt legislation _ ..... 01 &be _.Ih .... tury 
more closely than tba& of an,. of the iDteneDiog periods j lee p. 810 beJ~ •• 
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supported by the suffrages of his subjects. His father had A.D. 12711 

~ endeavoured to exercise a personal sway, and he had been -1877. 

forced to give up the kingly powers to a committee of his' 
barons. Edward by eudeavouring to act in conjunction with, 
the estates of his realm, did not indeed always get his own 

. way, but he succeeded in establishing a government that was ....d Nl!(aI 

rea.Jly effective against the discontented and disorderly. And ""t/writy. 

hence, while in the time of Henry there had been the most 
serious encroachments upon royal wealth and jurisdiction, 
Edw..;'d-was able to recover and maintain much that had 
slipped &om his father's grasp. Here one may notice that it 
was because he was successful in a.sserting his rights as king 
against individua.J barons, or the Pope, that their constitu-
tioua.J powers were defined in the form they actually took, 
aud that they were prevented from usurping a power which 
would have been dangerous to the nation itself. When u...".,. 

staunchly maintaining the rights of the Crown, Edward was =::;~. 
taking. the most effective means for securing the ultimate 
redress of the wrongs of the poor'. This comes out very clearly 
in the story of the disafforesting controversy. By an adjust-
ment of boundaries considerable portions of the Crown forests 
were given over to certain barons, who gained personally; but. 
the position of the tenants was SO much a.Jtered for the worse 
that their case obtained special attention in the Ordinanc6 of A.D. 1806. 

the Forest, by which their rights of pasture and common 
were secured. 

If this was the most formidable, it was not by"any means ~ ...... a.h. 

the only encroachment about which ·he had cause to bestir;:;''::·'' 
himself. As has been described above, one of his first acts on rig1./ •• 

coming to the throne had been to institute an inquiry nito 
the full extent of the losses which the Crown property had 
sustained '. He sent out commissioners and took account of A.D.1ll74. 

the losses of the Crown from usurpations by the subject, and 
of the misdeeds of royal officers. The resnlts of the inquiries 
are embodied in the Hundred RollB and the records of the 
proceedings which ensued; they contain much evidence to 

1 For • picture ot these &bout this time see the t BQBbandman'. Sc7ng: in 
Wright's Poliriea/ &ng. (Camden SooieI7I, 149. 

• See ....... p. 176. 

._...., 
. . 
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A.D.1272 ... how tbat' wbere tbe king was badly ser;ed, tbe people. 
:!~~5. suffered too. Many things required amendment in tbe realm 

at tbe time of his accession, "for tbe prelates and religio"s 
. persons of the land were grieved many ways, and tbe 

people otberwise entreated than they ought to be, and the 
peace less kept, and tbe laws less used, and the offenders less 
punisbed than they ought to be'." The enforcement of laws, 
and the enactment of more widely effective laws were abso-
lutely necessary for the good of the country. .,... 

Th. 90. There was one particular direction of change however 
Oh_h which called for special intervention; corporations never die, 

and the munificence of successive generations bad tended to 
bring a large area of the lands of the country into the hands 
of the clergy. Tbe excessive endowment of religion was a. 
political evil, as such a large proportion of the revenues went 
directly or indirectly to the enrichment of the see of Rome'; 
these ecclesiastical claims had existed for a. long time past and 
were mcreasing. Peter's pence had been paid with more or less 
regula.rity since the ninth century; and wbile preparing for 
the second crusade, the Pope taxed tbe clergy througbout 
Christendom as a means of supporting the undertaking. The 
.connection with tbe Roman See, which William of Normandy 
had introduced a.nd S. Anselm fa.voured, was soon made an 
excuse for constant a.ppeals; and immense snms were paid as 
mere bribes to the papal servants a.t Rome. The position 

,of feudal suzerain of England, which the Pope had acquired 
during the reign of John, a.nd the fa.ct that by tbe will of 

•• d it. that monareh he was guardian to the youug Henry, strength. 
".""... ened the hold which the papal power had upon the wealth of 

Engla.nd, and the revenues of tbe English Cburch', In par
ticular the various pretexts under which Rufus had appro
priated Church revenues' were soon used on behalf of the 
papacy; while a large number of the riche..ot benefices in 

1 F,m StaJuu 0/ Wutmi,..ter (preamble). 
• On &be organisation of popolluation. ... GotilDb, E_,.8u.m.. 
• On &be paymeula made ID .........m.. with &be IDlrigue for placlDg Prince 

Edmund GO the throne of Sicily, see GoUlob. KretUiatl11.·8t~ 81; WhitweU, 
Ital .... B..u..n ID B. Bioi. &e. T ....... N JI. XVII. 179 • 

• nr caleulatiODl .. to the amoanl of &heee I'eIIOUl'eeI compare Peanoo. 
B .... Eog. D. 496. ondMilman, Lat. OhoVt. IL 16. In the reigo of EdWlll'd ill. lhe 
Commona _loci 11 ... t.hinI of &be propeny of &be rea1m. /lqf. P.rI. D. 837 .. 
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England were-in the hands of alienS and foreigners. 
was a crying evil in the thirteenth centu?y, and de.. 
many efforts to check it, there is little sign that it really 
abated. In the reign of Edward m. the Commons com-. 
plained that the taxes paid to the Pope amounted yearly 
to five times the SUill paid to the Crown'. . 

'This was in itself a serious matter; but the evil became P.P'fl pr •• 

more obvious, when Pope Boniface VIII. claimed to have ......... 
such a~thority in England that royal taxes on the temporali-
ties of'tne clergy should only be levied with his consent and 
approval'. The newl.,._:d startling claim was met by a. 
vigorous measure, for Edward I. withdrew all legal protection A.D. 1297 

from the clergy, and his sentence of outlawry soon sup-
pres.."6d the attempt to maintain such pretensions. But the 
fact that this 'claim could be put forth rendered it still 
more necessary to press forward, on the lines of action, which 
Henry II. had taken by enforcing the obligation of the clergy 
to pay scutage on the knights' fees which they held, • 

The first of Ed ward's measures with this view was the Mo,In •• i ... 

Statute of Mort1na.in', which prevented the clergy from ac· A.D. 1279. 

quiring additional lands either by gift or purchase without the 
consent of the chief lord, and without bearing their fair share .. 
of public burdens; there had doubtless been fraudulent con
veyances of lands to the Chureh by men who desired to be 
reinstated in possession as Church tenanta, and as enjoying 
immunities on that account. This measure was followed up by 
the Quia Emptores', which not only condemned the collusive •.•. 1290. 

sales by which the tenants in chief and the Crown had been\ 
damag~d, but provided for the more easy transference of land 
so long as the rights of the superiors were properly preserved; 
for every tenant was now' permitted to sell his lands or parts 
of them, There is reason to believe that this statute was 
taken advantage of very generally, and that there was in 
consequence a great increase in 'the number of free tenants, 
many of whom however had but small holdings', This was 

1 Rot. PMl. II. lIS7 b. 
t Great. 0/ PlGntagenaa, 229. 00 the iDcreIlse of papa.l mution in the too,r.. 

toonth &tld fifteenth centuries, see GotUob, J.UI dO' Camtra.. 188. . 
• De vi,," religioN, 7 Ed. I. ii. • Quia mnpto"4., 18 Ed. I. ii . 
• Scrlltton,Co.vuROftfaTIdCommonFUld, .. 66. Jessopp,Oomiflgo/tlIe Friars,l90. 

C.H. 18 
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effect, though not so fa.l' as appears tha object, of the 
measure; but .once again .the effort to secure the rights of 
the Crown indirectly .led to the granting of improvements 
in the condition of the tenant. 

h, ... I"i. The struggle to assert the rights of the Crown was 
o;fkrs. prolonged in the case of the various ecclesiastical Orders. 
T""p/4r.. The Templars were among the first to feel the weight of 

royal displeasure; they were already unpopular with the 
clergy because they had been removed from ordinary ecclesi

A.D. 1256. astical jurisdic'oipn, and several bulls were issued""'in their 

" favour') and when the loss of Acre sealed the failure of the 
A.D. 1291. Order to rccover the Holy Land from the Infidel, it was 

possible for Edward I. to argue that they should no longer be 
protected in the enjoyment of wealth which had been granted 
in the hope of accomplishing this object. Their accumulations 
were large, as the religious character of their establishments 
gave some immunity from pillage, and they were rendered 
specially secure by the strength of their construction and the 
training of their defenders. The Temples' at London and Paris 
were favourite places for depositing jewels' and other treasures; 
the hoards of wealth amassed in them were very great', I'nd 
the Templars not only negotiated the ransoms of prisoners', 
but engaged in such financial business as making payments 
in distant places', and advancing money to the crown'. Since 
they were thus concerned in lucrative financial business, they 
were not entirely free from the suspicion which attached to 
all those who were engaged in monetary transactions, and 
they were occasionally the victims of royal necessity or 

'.D.1296. cupidity. Edward L appropriated the revenues which tbey 
were about to transmit to Cyprus, tbough be restored them on 
the earnest appeal of the Pope'. Edward II. on his succession 

1 Rymer, Padms (Record), L L 834, 385. 
S Leopold Delisle, Oph-at ..... FiMMibu i1a Tewopl .... In AM4, i1a r.",.p. 

t.XIXili.p.2. GotUob,Krev:rzug .. 8tnM!:t'W,24D. Seebelow,p.288. AlaoE.llerril, 
lUl4timu o/JrAigku Tempk%n to E"f/lid Orotma in A.mc.- Bin. Rt.. na. 1. 

I Rymer, F«duG, L pp. 435, 492.. Henry m. obtained advanee8 from. 
merchants on CrOWD Jewels depoai&ed at Paril in 1264. 

• Edward L .. h .. Prinee 01 Walea forclblT look £10.000 from \he London 
Temple in 1263. GenJtZH Caaf. B. S. II. 222. 

• Compare the arrangemen&l for the raneom. of William Brewer (1204). PIIUrfI 
Rolh, p. 41. • King lobo (1206, 1213), Pau .. Bdlo. pp. 66. 103. 

, King John, PateJat BoUt, pp. 185, lit. • B1JDeI'. FculeIv, L ti.. 82S.. 
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seize,d no less than fifty thousand pounds in silver, beside ... ~.D: 1272 

gold and jewels which had been deposited in .their treasury' .•. iS77. 

When through a shameful intrigue' the papa.! protection was 
at last withdrawn, the Order was left ut·n~ly defenceless; but 
it is to the ~dit of Edward II. that b'lowed consid~·-l,le 
reluctance to believe the ac~tious \ !lSt the Order, _D. 1307. 

to lend him ... : s an agent for their sui ,;;sion. 
The foreign ruonastic Orders esca.ped-~,"" .J'rs time, but like Clunitu: •• 

the alien beneficiaries' they were very ~<,;erely m:eatr' J A.D. ,,"U6. 

Edwar~II. The Clunia.cs had, like ill';" TempIa.fs;.. Lleen 
supplying money for the nses of the chapter in foreign parts ;"" P 

while the Cistercians had endeavoured to evade the duty of A..", .. 
contributing to the roya.! revenue, on the ground that their ....... 
houses in England had no complete control over their 
possessions'. But these evasions were of no a vail, and 
by rejecting them firmly, Edward followed his grandfather's 
exa.mp~e, and took another step in the consolidation of the 
realm as a whole. 

91. So far we have had to do with the enforcement by' flouI'fi.t4 
constitutional means -of the prerogatives of the king wi ngh .. 

supreme landowner; we must now turn to examine the pre~\ 
rogatives which he exercised as supreme in disposing of th 
products of the soil, and as controlling the use and exchang 
of them. This side of the royal power has been less common! 
understood and admitted' than Crown rights on the land 
for it was never so .explicitly asserted as when William I. pu " 
forward the claims of the feuda.! king at Salisbury, and it\ 
was only exercised within limitations. Nevertheless it is 
only on the supposition of such a prerogative that the 
various forms of royal exaction and roya.! control, over the 
internal and external trade of the country, become in-

1 AddhoD., Enighe. Templar, (2nd Ed.), 4.48. I Ibid. 450 • 
• Rymer, F«d#G (Record), n. i. 10, 19. • Ibid. m. i. 68. 
I It appean that Henry m. admitted this claim (A.D. 1242), aa he appealed 

direct to Citeall1. Mat. Paria, Oitl'OR. Maj. IV. 284.. 285, 2:57. See p. 209 above. 
o For one thing it conffieta with the doctrine which has been held by Locke, 

Adam Smith, and their followers, tha.t property in the products of the Boll reata on 
labour (see above, p. 99 n.). But. it is notorious &hat there is communal control 
over all the produots of labour in a village community. and there is nothing absurd 
in maintainiDg a national right to control and dispose of all the products of the 
labour of individual citizens in the nation. 

18-2 
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telligible. The' king-the heM. of the nation-might require 
goods for his c<;n use and that of his household, and for 
the CODlI'" 3Sariat in warfare, and he might control the 
disposal oy' them in the interest of the subjects or of the 
national resources. His r~quirements might be satisfied 

'j (a) by taking the articles he required, (b) by purchasing 
them on more or less favourable terms, or (c) by accepting 
money in lieu of the exercise of these rights'. . 

,1 The indefinite rights, which the kings had exer.¢sed by 
,\ immemorial usage, were now to be systematised ana defined; 

, \ \ the Domesday Survey is full of hints of obligations connected 
"..,...y- \ with purveyance, and the earlier statutes contain frequent 

references to the subject. The requirements of the court 
had to be met when the king travelled through the country, 
and this was done either by compulsory purchase (emption) 
or the simpler method of caption. A similar right, when 
exercised in regard to articles of export or import, was .known 
as prise ;.and the liability to demands of this sort-for which 
the merchant could only hope to be remunerated in part and 
after a long delay, if at all'-rendered these forms of indirect 
taxation exceedingly inconvenient, if we judge of them ·by 
modern canons, as well as very expensive, from the mal versa
tions of which officers were occasionally guilty. The practice 
must have become specially noxious in connection with the 
continental wars of English kings. So long as personal 
service in the field was maintained and the knights had to 
• find themselves' it would not be so bad, as the barons were 
not in all probability able to imitate the royal practice very 

A.D. 1159. closely'. But when the payment of scutage relieved the 
knights from this obligation it became the duty of the king 

1 On the whole IDbject compare Jdr Hobert Hall's C1UttnM Ilnt:nw, L 56-12-
It Hall. OU8Unn6, L 6L 
• Rot. PMI. 1L 62 a. Forced enjoyment of &he hospitality of re1igjOl1l housea 

was an approach to,.the exercise of rights of purveyance. It W88 eheeked bJ lb. 
First Statute 01 WeltmifUter. Co 1. "Beeause that Abbeys and BOQ8e8 of Religion 
have been overcharged and sore grieved, by &he resort of great men and others, Ie) 

that their goode have not; been I111Ilcient for themselves whereby they haYe been 
greatly hindered and impoveriahed., that they canraot maintain tooIDaelYea Dor auch 
charity as they were want &0 do, It iI Provided that Done shall came to eat or 
lodge in any Bonae of Religion of any other foandation thaD his own at the cost. 
of the Bouse,·· and lhat nODe aL his own costa ahaU enter in and come to li6 
\here again" the will of them that be of the Ho .... " 
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to organise a commissa.ria.t; and the exports and imports of 
the realm lay ready to hand for this purpos~. They might 
either serve as supplies, as in the case of wine, or might he 
carried ahroad, so that the sale might firn,Ji.h the king with 
the means of purchasing the necessaries of':ufe. The purvey
ance of commodities for the king's use within the realm ... 
'onsequently of fa.:r less economic importance than the action 
• the Crown in regard to merchandise. The fiscal history of 
. reims of Edward L and Edward ill. turns very much oir Fr .......... 

efforts to exercise these privileges with, and sometimes 
JUt, parliamentary sanction. - . 

Under ordinary circumstances the king preferred to take D't'"" 
his share of the value of the exports in the' form of a toll, and tol '. 

custom had apparE\lltly come to recognise a definite payment A.D'l276. 

which was a fair toll to take; this was the so-called • ancient .4n,I",. 
custom' on wool, woolf ells and leather of half a mark on , .. tom. 

every sack of wool, and one mark on every last of hides'. 
Similarly, there was a recta prisa of wine', the chief article Ro~'o 
of import, which consisted of one tun taken before and one p.". •. 

abaft the mast. It does not appear that the rates with 
regard to other articles of export and import were simila.rly 
defined Aliens, however, stood in a somewhat different 
position j they paid all their dues in money; for freedom 
from the king's arbitrary prise of wines they rendered butlerag. Bulkrag. 

of 28, a tun'. Similarly, they paid an additional duty on 
wool, and 3d. per pound avoirdupois on all other commodities, 
to be free from the king's prises on their commerce j this was 
the nova or parva CUB/uma' to which denizens were not liable. 

Exactions in excess of these rates were regarded as Mala .0/ ... , 

oppressive (mala tolta), and provoked a considerable outcry 
in 1297. The parliament was, howev~r, willing to make addi-
tional grants in great emergencies; and owing to a scarcity of 
money', grants of wool were made to Edwar? III. and afforded '.D. 1641. 

excellent opportuniti~ for the operations of contractors', Sub-

1 Hall. C"'tOJ1l8, t. 66, I Ibid. D. 96. II Ibid. II. 102 . 
• Lib. Cmt. II. 209. It was temporarily abolished by Ed. n. (1809) in the 

Statute of St&mford as a fiscal experiment (Ro~. Pan. L 444 a.). but lIubaeqll8lltl7 
reimposed. See below, p. 291. 

GRot. ParZ. u. 108 No.4, 107 No.7, 112 No.5. 181 No. 4.2 . 
• Rot. ParI. D, 108 No. 10, 120 f No. 19 &0. Ball, Otuloml, I. 78. 
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A.D.1272 .,telligible. The· king-the head of the nation-might require 
-1877. d goods for his c· '\Il use and that of his household, and for 
A.D.127f.n the comr>"'~at in warfare, and he might control the 

... disposal o~/ them in the interest of the subjects or of the 
. national resources. His r~quirements might be satisfied 
\ (a) by taking the articles he required, (b) by purchasing 
them on more or less favourable terms, or (0) by accepting 
money in lieu of the exercise of these rights'. • 

'\ The indefinite rights, which the kings had exe~ed by 
': immemorial usage, were now to be systematised ana defined; 

• \ i the Domesday Survey is full of hints of obligations connected 
""",,y. \ with puT1leyance, and the earlier statutes contain frequent 
anclS. references to the subject. The requirements of the court 

had to be met when the king travelled through the country, 
and this was done either by compulsory purchase (emption) 
or the simpler method of captUm. A similar right, when 
exercised in regard to articles of export or import, was .known 
asprise;.and the liability to demands of this sort-for which 
the merchant could only hope to be remunerated in part and 
after a long delay, if at aliI-rendered these forms of indirect 
taxation exceedingly inconvenient, if we judge of them· by 
modern canons, as well as very expensive, from the mal versa
tions of which officers were occasionally guilty. The practice 
must have become specially noxious in connection with the 
continemal wars of English kings. So long as personal 
service in the field was maintained and the knights had to 
• find themselves' it would not be so bad, as the barons were 
not in all probability able to imitate the royal practice very 

"D. 1159. closely'. But when the payment of scutage relieved the 
knights from this obligation it became the duty of the king 

1 OD the whole snbjed compare Kr Hubert Hall'. CtuIODIIllnemu, L ~72. 
• Hall, CWtoml, L 6L 
• ]loe, Parl. Do 62 a. Forced eDjoymeut of the hospitality of religious houaea 

was an approach to,.the uercise of rigbta of punreyance. It was ehecked by the 
Fint StatuU of Wutmiuler. C. L to Because that Abbey& and HoI18el of Religion 
hAve been overcharged and BOre grieved, by U1e resori of great men and olhen. 10 
that their goods have not been mftlcieot for themselYe8 whereby th~ have heeD. 
greatly hindeNd and impo.eriahed, thallhey ........ maintain tb_ ... DOl'snch 
charity &8 they were wont &0 do, It i.e Provided that Dooe shall come to eat or 
lodge in any Bonae of Beligion of any other folUldation thaD his own at the COlI'" 
of the Borue,·· and that Done at hiI own costa IhaD enter in and come to lie. 
there agulist lhe will at them that be of &he Boue." 
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to organise a commissariat; and the exports. and imports or }!>i7~~72 
the realm lay ready to hand for this purpose. They might -1 

either serve as supplies. as in the case of wine, or might he 
carried abroad, so that the sale might furnish the king with 
the means of purchasing the necessaries of life. The purvey-
ance of commodities for the king's \10, within the realm is 
consequently of far less economic imp8rtance than the action 
of the Crown in regard to merchandise. The fisca\ history of 
the ~ of Edward 1 and Edward ill turns very much oli: Fr .. I0 ..... 

their efforts to exercise these privileges with, and sometimes 
without, parliamentary sanction. • . 

Under ordinary circumstances the k~ preferred to take :?toil, 
his share of the value of the exports in the form of a toll, and .• 
cnstom had apparently come to recognise a definite payment £.D. !276. 

which was a fair toll to take; this was the so·called • ancient ..incl. .. 

custom' on wool, woolf ells and leather of half a mark on cuslo ... 

every sack of wool, and one mark on every last of hides'. 
SimiIarly, there was a recta prisa of wine', the chier" article R<~f4 
of import, which consisted of one tun taken before and one P'l"'

abaft the mast. It does not appear that the rates with 
regard to other articles of export and import were similarly 
defined. Aliens, however, stood in a somewhat different 
position; they paid all their dues in money; for freedom 
from the king's arbitrary prise of wines they rendered butlerage B.a.'age 

of 2s. a tun'. Similarly, they paid an additional duty on 
wool, and 3d. per pound avoirdupois on all other commodities, 
to be free from the king's prises on their commerce; this was 
the nova or parva custuma' to which denizens were not liable. 

ExactioQS in excess of these rates were regarded as Maid .01",

oppressive (mala talta), and provoked a considerable outcry 
in 1297. The parliament was, howev~r, willing to make addi-
tional grants in great emergencies; and owing to a scarcity of 
money', grants of wool were made to Edw""!i ill. and afforded "D. 1341. 

excellent opportuniti~ for the operations of contractors'. Sub· 

1 Hall, C •• IOIM, I. 66. t Ibid. u. 96. • Ibid. IL 102. 

, Lib. C .... Do 209. I1 .. as temporarily abolished by Ed. II. (1909) ill the ,_ 
Statute ol Stamford as a ft8C8l experiment (Bot. Part L 4.44 &.). but B1lhseqwmtl)' 
reimposed. See below. p. 29L 

• &t. Parl. D. 103 No. 4.. 107 No.1, 112 No.5, lS1 No. 42-
• Rot. Pari, IL 108 No. 10. 1'20 f No. 19 &c. HaU., OtlllOlM, I. 78. 
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.. __ , in' addition to the ancient custom, were 
_ .he fourteenth and twenty-seventh years of Edward 
There were also frequent su hsidies of tunnage and 
zge', which were subsidies in addition to the ordinary 
~ of wines and other goods paid by denizens, and the 
1ge and nova custwma paid by aliens. While the 
lSwere the parliamentary sbaping of the ordinary 
;</ of t)1e prerogative, subsidies were the parliamentary 

voting' of special aids: ., 
The collection. of these tolls and subsidies required a body 

of ,officers.; the king's cbamberlain, the sheriffs, and a con
siderable variety of persons had been employed in earlier 
reigns', but Edward I. appointed regular custqmers for the 
duty'; their business was partly that of collecting the revenue, 
and they were also charged with the responsibility of putting 
down smuggling. They had to see the wools weighed, and 
to seal (cocket) them before embarcation; similar duties in 
regard to exported and imported cloth were also discharged 
in connection with the collection of revenue by subordinate 
officials'. The formation of a special customs department 
was perhaps more necessary, since so many towns had 
become exempt by their charters from the interference of 
the sheriff and from the ordinary courts. In order that the 
Crown might reap the full benefit from the export trade, 
it was necessary to superintend the dealings in wool and 
to weigh the quantities exposed for sale, so as to gather the 
tolls and prevent illicit trade'. But this could not be done 
without taking me&'lUreS to force the trade into channels 
where it could be properly controlled; Berwick, Newcastle, 
Hull, Boston, Lynn, Yarmonth, Ipswich, Dunwich, London, 
Sand wich, Chichester, Sonthampton, Bristol,Exeter, Cardigan, 
2nd Chester were among the principal commercial ports in 
the time of Edward L The scheme wa., more definitely 
organised by Edward IIL'; in some cases the customers 

1 Ball, Ctutmu, u.1M. s Drid.. II. 146. • Ibid... D. 8. 
t This appeared to be an infraetion of chartered pririlegea aDd wu appareuLlr 

resented 88 such aU BrisioI. &no Pari. L 869 . 
• Hall, Cutowu, II. 49 . 
• See .... iDquiry in .... Hwodru IldU, above, p. 17G. 
, III l35S. Qrdi ... _./ t1e 814p1u, I L 
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weN> responsible for snperintending the trade at a neigh! A.D. 1272 

bouring harbour as well; thus Chepstow arid Bridgewater -1377. 

were grouped with Bristol • 
In thus organising the collection of customs, Edward I~ 

and his parliament asserted aright. of regulating the 'places 
of trade, and 'of determining the conditions under which 
trade should be carried on. But besides improving the POT". 

conditions at the centres of commet;ce, he appears to have 
done J.iA,hest to develope new places of trade. Kingsto.wn- F ... ......... 

upon-Hull' entered on a new career at this epoch; and other 
towns were laid out and rebuilt. Winchelsea', which still 
preserves the ground-plan of an Edwardian town, had suffered 
from an inundatiOn and was reconstructed in this reign. Great '.D.1299. 

Yarmouth appears to have been laid out at the same time, 
. and the king endeavoured to place the relations of the 
burgesses to the men of the Cinque Ports on a friendly 
footing. There was already a trade in coal from Newcastle' 
to London', and shipments' were made beyond the seas'. At 
present it may suffice to notice that the king was successful 
in asserting a right of controlling trade, and to indicate the 
nature of the machinery which was organised in connection 
with this claim; a great part of the commercial. history of 
England consists in tracing the different ways in which the .. 
right thus asserted has been exercised from time to time'. 

. 92. Since the Crown had such rights in regard to trade, Imp,,?,!," 

it had also duties towards those who conducted the traffic. j=: 
While Edward I. organised a system for collecting a definite 
revenue, he set himself to iniprove the conditions of trading 
as well He took up the regulations in regard to police and 
to the recovery of debts, which wBfe already in vogue in 
certain towns, and rendered them general, while he initiated 
some inlportant .inlprovements in regard to the currency. 

1 The story of the founding of Bull given by Tieken and Parker and men
tioned in the second ediUon of this work (p. 258) appears to be quite untrust
worthy. Lambert, Turo TlroUland YtQrlolGild Lile,7. 

I Parker, Domutic .Architecturl, u. 168 . 
• Mining rigbts are mentioned in 1246, and the town had greatly increased in 

1281. Brand. N~U1ealtle. II. 259. 
'1806. Brand, D. 264: "'Rot. ParI. I. 405. II Rot. ParI. L 498 No.9. 
e The constitutional questions as to the relative powers of King and parliament 

in controlling t.rade may be neglected, from the present point of vie'" 
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PoZU:e. 
A.D. 1285. 
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a. Police ordinances. Of these the most importan1! arc 
the 8tatuta CiVitutia Londonie. with the regulations for se
curing good order in the town, especially after dark. It was 
necessary that a known citizen should be responsible for 
the good behaviour of every resident in the. town. so that 
everyone might live under the eye of a respectable man who 
was answerable for his behaviour. On this account it was 
ordained that no one bu.t a freem.an of the city might keep a 
hos~elry or inn '. Similar legislation was made for ot~ towns 
in the Statute of Winchester. which also gave greater 
security to the merchant when travelling by land. "And for 
more surety of the country the King hath commanded. that 
in great towns. being walled. the gates shall be closed from 
the sunsetting until the sunrisiog; and that' no man do 
lodge in suburbs nor in any place out of the town. from nine 
of the clock until day. without his host will answer for him. 
• • And further. it is commanded. That highways leading 
from one market town to another shall be enlarged. whereas 
bushes. woods or dykes be. so that there be neither dyke nor 
bush. whereby a man may lurk to do hurt. within two 
hundred foot of the one side and two hundred foot on the 
other side of the way'." 

In the First Statute of Westminster Edward had already 
shown his care for the protection of traders. Legal effect 
was given to the old custom' that when a ship was stranded 
it should not be acCounted a wreck if a man. cat. or dog, 
escaped alive from it. The cargo was to be kept by the 
royal bailiff, and those to whom it belonged might have the 

1 "Whereas diverse persons do resort onto the city, some from parte beyond 
the sea, and others of this land, and do there aeek libelLer and refuge. by reuoo of 
banishment out of their own eountry, or who for grea&: offence or olher miadeed8 
have jied from their own country, and of these some do become brokers. hostelers 
_ innkeepers within the said. city. lor denizens __ ..... .. 1ree11 .. 

though they were good and lawful men of the franchise of the city; and aoIoe 
nothing do but run up aud do .... ill the atreelo, more by IUgbtlban by day._ 
.... well attired ill cloathing _ array and hay. tbelr lood 01 delicate meeto aud 
coatl,. •. neither do they use any craft or merebandiae, nor have they 1&oda or 
tenements whereof to live, DOl' any friend to find them, and t.broogh aueh per80DI 

many periIo do oIten happeD in \be city aud many evib." 8_ ~ 
• 814tuU of JYirttAuter. 13 EeL L at. D. ce. 4, 5 . 
• It is referred to 88 such by Giraldua Cambrensi8; D, ~ pri.eiptUII. 

L (ARUlUs CAriltiana). p. 100. Be apeab of the constant diIregard of the custom 
.. ODe 01 tbe'prools of <he degeneracy 01 England DDder, the AngeriDa. 
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whole -restored to them on laying a claim within a year and' A.D. 1272 

a day; and this was to hold good-whether the rights of-u17• 
wreckage belonged to the king or to a subject'. 

b. Recovery of debts. The policy in regard to debts n\'i'e.. 
owing to foreign merchants, which had commended itself t~ '~. 
the men oflpswich as 'convenable for the town", was rendered '.., 
more general. "Forasmuch as merchants which heretofore A "'83. 

have lent their goods to diverse persons be greatly impove
rished.-b!~cause there is no speedy law provided for them to 
have recovery of their debts at the day of payment assigned, • 
and by reason hereof many merchants have withdrawn to For<igmrs. 

come into this realm with their merchandises, to the damage, 
as well of the merchants, as of the whole realm, the King 
by himself and by his Council'" ordained and established, 
that when the debt was acknowledged before royal officers in 
specified towns, tliey should be irnpowered under the King's 
seal to distrain for debt in default of payment. At Acton 
B\ITDel-this scheme was tried, as in London, York and Bristol; 
but complaints became current that the sheriffs misinter-
preted the statute, so that it was re-enacted in 1285 as a 
Statutum Mercatorum; this was much -more explicit, and 
gave the same sort of facilities in any town which the king 
might appoint, as well as at fairs. These advantages were 
abused, possibly by creditors who foreclosed and took pos-
session, under this system, of lands which had been pledged, 
and the operation of the statute was limited to merchants, 
their goods and tenements; and in 1311 twelve towns were 
specified' where recognisances for debt might be taken 
before "the most safe and the most rich men," chosen by 
the commonalty for the purpose. 

The statute of Acton Burnel had done something to U.I.i. 
remove the necessity for municipal. interference for the au ... i",. 

recovery of debts, and Edward passed a measure to 
prohibit unfair distraint for debts; as has been shown above 

1 8 Ed. L c. 4.. For cases which illustrate the law of wrecka.ge (l86S), see 
Sharpe, Calendar of Letters, pp. xiv and 98, No. 218. 

I See above. p. 222, n. 8. Black Bool; of Admiralty, D. 115. 
a De Mercatorilnu, 11 Ed. I . 
• Newcastle, York and Nottingbam for counties beyond the TTent; Exeter, 

Bristol and Southampton for the South and West; Lincoln and Northampton; 
London and Canterbury; Shrewsbury and Norwich.. 6 Ed. II. § 88. 



A.D. 1272 
-1877. 

282 REPRESENTATION AND LEGISLATION. 

~ had been usual to hold a man coming from another €own, 
hether EngliSh or continental, responsible for tbe debts 

incurred by any of his fellow-townsmen. Edward endeavoured 
.to stop the practice so far as it affected the burgesses of any 
~own within the realm. The very terms of the statute show 
.how little homogeneity there was between different parts of 
the country. .. It is provided also that in no city, borough, 
town, market or fair, there be no foreign person, which is 
of this realm, distrained for any debt whereof ae-1s not 
debtor or pledger'." It was at least as important that tbere 
should be no hindrance to internal trade as tbat foreign 
merchants should be led to frequent the realm. Under the 
same head one may note tbe protection against the oppressive 
exaction of tolls in market towns', and of payments directly 
due to the Crown-amercements made on account of offences 
against tbe king's peace were to be reasonable, the freeman 
was to have his freebold exempted, tbe merchant bis merchan
dise and the villan bis wainage'; while the rigbts of prise' and 
purveyance' were to be fairly exercised. It is impossible to 

1 Fint StatU" 0/ W utnlwle,.. 0. 23. It is not perhaps. matter of surprise 
that the merchants from the WelBh marches bad to 81lbmit to this gri8TlU1C8. • 
centurylaw,in the English town of Calais. U Atrea noble Con.seil notre Seignoar 
Ie Hoi ...,..-.,. 1es Couuteo de WyreesIre, Salop. StaJlord, Hereford, Brialol, •• 
GIOIIC', que come pll18eUl'S Harchauntz et &ntne Gentz des ditz Countee travail· 
lent a Caleys ove lour :Harchaunies. en proflst des ditz Countes et de tout Ie 
Boialme; Queux. Ilarchantz e& aatres geniz plusoDr8 foits soot &reRtuz, UC1ID 

footh pur trespas. ascan faith pur deHes des autree: hommea dea diu: Conntee: 
Desqueux trespaa et dettes 1es ditz Ma.rehanU; e& autres gentz n'oa.nt rieu. .. 
faire, at plQS01ll'li foitz n'ount coni8Iance de ceus. par queux ila II01IDI; areatuz.. .. 
Bot. ParI. D. 852-

I Fi.,. 81al. of Wutmiuter. c. SL • Ibid. Co 6. , Ibid.. Co T. 
I Ibid. c. 82. "Of such 88 take vict.oal or other things to the King'1 use upon 

credence. or to &he garrison of a castle or otbennse. IIUId ,..beD. they baTe received 
their payment in the Exchequer or in the Wardrobe, or otherwhere, thfJ1 withold 
it bum the ..-..Ii ..... 10 their great damoge ODd .... dor of the King. it io pnrrided 
for Bt1Ch 18 baTe land or lieIlemeDta. thai incoDtiDent it aball be lened of their 
IaDda or of their goods, ODd paid DDIo the ..-..Ii ..... with the damag .. they ha •• 
IIUBIained, and ohaU make fine for the __ ODd if th.,. ha •• DO lands or goode 
they ohaU be impriaoued ~ the king'o wilL 

"And of ouch .. take port of the KiDc'o debto or other rewarda of the KiDc'1 
..-..Iilors for 10 make)lO~ of the ..... debt, it is provided Ihallhe)' aball)101 
the doah1e ......., and be grinoasl, paIIiobed ~ the Kiug's pleuan. 

U And of aueh .. take horae ... eal18 for the King's carriage more than Deed 
and take .... ud to leI .. eb hone or ..... "', II io pnmded the, if l1li1 of tba 
_ .. do he aball be grin..w,. paIIiobed by tba KanhaUa.· 

On the misdeeds of paney01'8 two cerduries later compare 28 H. VL 0. 2. 



CONSOLIDATION. 283 

. . ~ted.'r~ •. 
exag'gerate the Importance of attemptmg to .eat< h :t A.D. 127~ 

. . h th h f . '\C tow\. -1877. secunty m t ese respects, oug 0 course we .udg. . 
how far the statutes were at all effective j but it least support 
something to have this desire put on record. .... 

c. The currency. Edward took active measures ~ ~, a.nd~.,..".".. 
the debasement of the currency of the realm; the \l> ~ed, 
reorganised in his reign, and coinage of an excellent &\ l.\ e~ j 
was issued'. He also· endeavoured to prevent the m ng 
from tecJ,UT:ing j it had been chiefly due to the introdt·:d \ 
of money from abroad in payment for English wool. -1fJr~.12~. 
passed a measure de falsa moneta which was sternly re
pressive, and declared all pollards' and crocards forfeit unless 
they were at once brought to the king's exchauge j but he 
aL.o endeavoured to provide against the continuauce of the 
evil by establishing exchange tables at Dover, where foreign Eo,"h_". 
merchants or pilgrims going abroad ~ight .take their money 
and have it exchanged for the current coin. The statute 
takes the form of a writ which was addressed to all the 
sheriffs throughout England, to the wardens of Berwick, 
the Cinque Ports and the Channel Islands, the justices of 
Chester, Ireland, North Wales and Cornwall, and the barons 
of the Excheqner. Special writs were also addressed to 
the sheriffs of London and the coIJectors of customs there, 
as . i~ was believed that the bad coinage was brought in to 
pay for wool and the staple commodities of the realm'. Ex- '.D.1299. 

changing must have been carried on previously, probably 
by the king's moneyers or some of the officers of the Mint, 
but the differentiation of this department of business from 
the coining of money is worthy of attention, as it was symp
tomatic of the development of English trade; the new ""
rangement may have been partly due to a desire to take 

1 Crump and Hoghes in ECOfIornic Jourmll, v. 60. 
I These appear to have been debased foreign coinsj the pollards were nearly 

of the fineness of English sterling silver, but crocards were ot a baser white 
metal according to Boding, aoinag~1 I. 201. See however Cramp and Hugbes in 
Ecoflf:nnic Journal, v. 62. . c 

I Stalutum tU /aU4 monda.. The king was determined to keep the jurisdiction 
on this matter ill his own handa, but the commonalty of ee.eh port were .. to 
choose two good a.nd lawful men of the same port for whom the electors will be 

• answerable," who were to search tor and &rreBt all who were bringing fuse money 
into the realm: It is another interesting instance of communal responsibilitj'. 
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A.D. 1272'" ad been uose for the exercise of this craft; for gain' by 
-13n. ether Enrte'persons. 

ncurred by ,ness of excbange and assay is so closely connected 
.to stop the ork of goldsmiths that it is worth while to call 
t]own withilere to the statute which regulated their craft;; no 
.how little ornaments were to be made of worse gold than" of 
the COl"O of Paris"; and similarly the touch for silver was to 
town, ,tied, and no vessels were to be made of worse metal, 
of t.gh they might be made of better. The main iMtetest of 

..... ,;rie enactment lies in the machinery which was organised to 
carry ont these objects. It was provided that all " the good 
towns of England, where any goldsmiths be dwelling, shall 
be ordered as they of London be, and that one shall come 
from every good town, for all the residue that be dwelling in . 
the same, unto London for to be ascertained of their tonch. • 
Thus the London custom was to be communicated to the 
other towns and to hold good there. The whole work of 
giving effect to the statute was left in the charge of the 
wardens of the craft; in each town; they were to "go from 
shop to shop among the goldsmiths" and assay the gold with 
which they were working; silver was to be marked with tlie 
leopard's head, and no articles were to he sold until they had 
passed the scrutiny of the wardens·. This is,. so far IIIj I 

(

know, the earliest instance when the wa~ens of a craft;.gild 
were recoguised by public authority as the agenta through 
whom a parliamentary enactment should be carried out. 

I . To criticise such legislation on the ground that it 
Ii interfered with the freedom of trade is to misapprehend the 
U whole state of the times,-when there was so little security for 

person and property, and so many temptations to chicanery 
W70 .. 1~ and deceit, unregulated trade was not to be thought o£ To 
:-::: ..... substitnte for the special customs and privileges of each 
~. locality general regulations for the kingdom was a great 

advance; though charters had done much for the places 
which obtained them, they were of little use for tbe general 

1 CtURbiua .uftlUlll, • fair charge for the trouble iDTolved ill &he b'uuIaetion, 
which was CODSiderahIe. u the ftJ'ietis at coinage carrenI: iD .. coantr)' made 
it; very dimcol' to know their wOJth. Chaucer's Kerebam bad sr-* UiIJ ill this 
bnsinea. CtJJJU:r6wy Talu. Prologue. On the·coins c:ireulatihg at. Calaia in tte. 
fiftealth century see YaldeD, Cu, Paper., slis.. S 28 Ed. L Co 20. 
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Progress of the realm; for local imrilUnities created l3~ Ai 1279 . r"77. jealousies, and in later history we may see .how each town --" 
and 10ca.Iity was tempted to demand pl"Otection and support . 
against neighbouring rivals. . ' 

Edward did force merchants to use particular ports, and 
otherwise limited their freedom to trade as they pleased, 
while his tariff favoured denizens as compared with aliens; 
but even if modem enlightenment is justified in condemning 
these .regulations, and this is more than- doubtful, we need 
not forget that our country once suffered from a still 
greater evil, in the protection of one locality or one market- __ 
against others in tlie same shire j by substituting generallra,u 
regulations for the bye-laws of each locality, Edward was :;;,j': ... 
really freeing trade. The statutes of Edward I. mark thl . 
first attempt to deal with industry and trade as a publi 
matter which concerned the whole state, not as the particula 
affair of the leading men in each separate locality. We hav 
already noted the high development of Scotch burghs at the 
commencement of Edward's reigu; they never however 
profited by the example of the southern kingdom, for their 
trade was managed-so long as management. was in vogue-
not so much as an affair of state but rather as the business of 
traders, who met in their own convention 1 and strove to 
maintain their local privileges and immunities against all 
rivals. Till the present century, trade in Germany was not 
freed from disadvantages of the same sort as those which 
the first Edward did much to remove in our own land, by 
consolidating the trading interests of the various localities 
and, organising a single body economic for the whole realm, 
instead of merely perpetuating the intermunicipal commerce 
which had formerly existed 

93. The very success of these measures of consolidation, 
however, brought into clearer relief a difficulty which had 
been becoming more and mo~ noticeable for sevl'ral genera-
tions. The peculiar position which the Jews occupied in Th, J .... ; 

England has been already described "j but as time went on, 

1 Compare the Becord6 of the COnlltl'ltion oj Royal Burgh. 1295-1597 t 
Preface. . 

• See above,.p. 200. 
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AD. l27/.-;~as impossibl~ that that position should be maintatned. 
-l'77! ,'They had no .place in the social system, but were the i personal chattels of the king; and as society was reorganised, 

t a.nd personal connection with the monarch ceased to be the 
\ sole bond which held the different parts together, it became 
l necessary that the Jews should no longer oecu py an exceptional 
; position, but should take their place as ordinary citizens, 
I submitting to the same laws a.nd adopting the same usages 
1 as their neighbours. There were two well-marked character
istics which rendered it impossible for them to be 1!ombined 
with Englishmen on the same footing; they had a different 
ethical code-Talmudic, and not Christian-in regard to 
lawful kading, and they had at all events no readiness to 
betake themselves to actual labour. The frequency of the 
outrageous charges brought against them shows how easily 
popular excitement was inflamed. It is by no means prob
able, however, that the attitude of the Jews was conciliatory'; 
they were said to be more outspoken in their contempt of 
Christianity as they grew in wealth; and the story of their 
attacking a religious procession at Oxford serves at all events 
to illustrate the fact that embittered feeling existed' aI).d 
rendered it impossible for the Jews to live under the protec
tion of the ordinary law of the land. 

:;::z..... When there was so mnch incompatibility of temperament 
we may surmise that but little was needed to determine 
Edward to decree their banishment; it is at least interesting 
to remember that he was following the example of the great 
baron' from whom he had learned the elements of the 
military art as well as the importance of representative 
government. Parliament had urged this expulsion trine 
years before it actually took place; the state of the currency, 
which engaged Edward's attention at a later time', may have 

• 
A.D!.1215. 

served as an excuse, and it is possible that some pr_ure was 
exercised by ecclesiastics. Th? Lateran Council had taken 

, TOTey. Aotgl. Jwl. 208. • IbWi. 168. 
• Simon de HontfOl1 upened the Jews from Lei.ceeter, IUld gave a ehaner 

prot:ohDng that. t.hey should DeVer return. James Thompson. HVt()r'fl 0/ I4U;uter, 
p.72. Compue _ New_e. Brand, D. 140. . 

• See above. p. 28:1. The ",iterated aceuation IIpiDet. the Jews for clippiDc 
the coinage bad led CO • terril.l1e JD&8B&Cl'8 of them in 1279. 
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acti9n in the mat.ter'; and a synod at Exeter in 128t A.D; 127~' 
had followed suit with ordinances as to dre5§ and behaviow. S-1377. 
which tied them down more strictly than before·. Bnt' 
whatever the precise occasion may have been, there was a 
political necessity that persons, who either could not or would 
not conform to "the usages of their neighbours and make 
a living by ordinary callings', should remove from the soci~ 
which king Edward was reconstituting. " 

It is notorious that king Edward did everythinlS'l his ...d 

pow~ Walleviste the misery whicb their banishment h'st .n/orMA 

cause them'. The strongest inducement was put on Englis.· . 
men to pay their debts to the Jews before they departed, , \ 
as those who did not pay a moiety to the Jews remained in 
debt to the Crown for the fnll amount due, till it was 
remitted by Edward m' The prior of Bridlington h~~. • 
not repaid any portion of the £300 borrowed by him ~ 
from Bonamy, a Jew of York, at the time of the expulsion; 
the Archbishop of York bad connived with the prior at 
concealing the fact that this money was owing to the king, 

,and was, as a consequence, impeached and condemned to 
pay a heavy penalty for his share in the transaction', At 
the time of the actual banishment sp~cisl injunctions were A.D,1200. 

given to the warden of the Cinque Ports as to the treatment' 
of the Jews, and condign punishment was inflicted on the 
malefactors who chose to disregard the royal wishes in this 
matter. The total numbers expelled are variously stated at 
fifteen or sirteen thousand; but there is some evidence to HOlD lar 
show that a considerable section remained behind, and comp t •• 

Jewish tradition speaks of 1358 as a year of final expul~ion·, 
From a petition in the Good Parliament it appears that even 
after that date some of them continued to carryon business in 
the character of Lombard merchants·, Some rew may have 
been allowed to return; a Jewish physician named Elias Sabot 
.came from Bologna and was allowed to settle and practise in A.D. I~O. 

1 Mansi. CORcilia, ::au. 1055. t; :X0vey, .Anglo Jud. 809. 
I Statut" 01 Jewry. (Record Edition, L p. 221.) .. Abrahams, Gp. til. 70. 
IIEd.m.lt.I1.C.B. 
• Rot. Ptut. I. 99 (IS), 120 I.. , Tovey, Gp. cit. 24L 
• L. Wolf in .AA!Jlo.J~utid EzkMtiota Papen, p. 67. 
• noO. Pari. n. 982 (68). 
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~.D.}2;2 any par'! of the realm 1. The continued maintenance, of a 
-1377. homus Conv~r:;orum till the seventeenth century suggests 

/
! that there were a, any rate persons of Jewish descent in the 

country. from whom a supply of residents was maintained '. 
There is more reason to believe that the number of Jews 
living in England was considerably increased by migration 

! }from Spain at the time when Ferdinand and Isabella expelled 
I submi~tiI!nce ; it is certain that they did not scruple to endeav
'. as thelTrecover their debts in English courts of law'. an~ they 

. , istic'!!&id to have built a synagog lie for themselves ~ London. 
I~~ w;' 940. When the Jews were thus expelled the feeling 
mer, "against other aliens asserted itself more vigorously than before. 

1 Englishmen were coming to be able to undertake some of the 
lbusiness that had been carried on by the Jewish financiers; 
for it appears that there were several native-born subjects, or 
naturalised aliens'. who had amassed money'. There must 
have been opportunities of doing so, as there was a steady 
flow of bullion into England during the reign of Edward I. 
and very large amounts of silver were coined at the Mint'; 
and someone must have profited by the partial remission of the. 
debts due to the Jews, and by the confiscation of the hoards 
of the Templars. Those who were enriched by these violent 
changes had good openings for nsing their money remu
neratively. They could nndertake all sorta of business 
for the king. such as farming the revenue. or the cuStolDS; 
this was one source of the vast wealth of William de la 
Pole' .. Tbey might also obtain subsidiary office. in COD

nection with the customs, such as that of weighing the 
1 Rymer, F«dtl'4 (orig.), VIII. 661. On the eompJaints against (lllqDIIe in &h,. 

time of Elizabeth see L.Abrahams, J. GQumtl in TrMU. of Jtlvid Bu,. 8oe. IV. 
S Wolf iII .. bgkJ..JeuMA Edlibiti<na Paper., 54. The baptism of .. Jew Dam 

'WDliam Pien in 1391 is mentioned. by Stow, ..dmuJu, 4~J2 • 
• Wolf, op. cU. 60. Cakndar 0/8t .... Papua (Spani.b). L No. 89. 
t n is Dot easy to distinguiah the Lombard alien from. \he Lombard eiUzen. 

Bokerel, Mayor in 1223, whose name SlII'vj;vflI in Bucklerabnry, it aid w have 
heeD one 01 • Pisan femiJy of Boccllerelli by KingdoD, .drc1li .... ld. Slow DOle. 
that the Vintner's Company included .... well EuglishmeD ... strangers born I 
beycmd the Sea," but 8ubjeclll \0 the king of EugLaud. SI1ype, S",,, L bk. m. p.2. \ 

" Compare the paper by Miss A. Law OIl The fIOOlI«lN' ricIau 0/ tIu XlV 
uflfwy in B()fal BimJriul Soekty'. TraftMletiou, 1895 . 

• Mesara Cramp and Hugbes, 01'. tit. p. 85. 
, Be farmed the tax OD wool in 1S39 (Rot. P.l. n. 114- No. 22. 28) and C01D~ 

plaint was made of his extortionate conduct in un. affair. 
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wool', or weighing goods by aV8r-du-pois'; they might collec~ A.D: 1279 

and sell the wool which was voted for the royal necessities'; ~lS77. 
or they might make direct advan<!'es to the crown. English-l 
men who had amassed capital were beginning to COIBpet1 
with the Lombards in all these branches of financial busi 
ness', and parliament sided strongly with the natives an 
complained bitterly of the misdeeds of the great Italian 
banking companies. John Van and his Lombard partners, &.».1809. 

who farmed the business of Exchange, enjoyed ample privi-
leges:'; it" was said that they neglected their duties and 
rendered no accounts'. Edward III had frequent recourse 
to Italians', hut he was aIso under considerable obligations to" 
native merchants j in 1339 he appears to have driven a very 
hard bargain with the Bardi in connection with a contract 
for wool'; while he also postponed the repayment. of money 
he had received'. This' stop of the exchequer' must have 
acted almost as effectively as the formal expulsion, which had 
been long before proposed ", in driving away the Italians from 
England. By the pressure put on them the resources of the Rui'?f 

Bardi were' exhausted, and their ruin in 1345 served to shake fs'¥5~' 
the prosperity of Florence to its very foundationsu ; from that 
time onwards, the public financial business, which the Lom-
bards had inherited from the Jews, passed almost entirely 

1 The importance of this omce is illustrated by 0. complaint at Southampton. 
Bot. Parl. IL 58, No. 89, 40. See also Hall, Cwtoml, II. 61. 

S On the privileges of the Pepperera as the Xing's Weighers compare Kingdon, 
Gr()fJtF8' .Archil't., p. xiii. See below, p. 823 . 

• Bot. PMl. II. lOS, No. 10, 120, No. 19 &0. 
4 The pa.pal business appears to have remained in the hands of Italian merchants 

as depositaries (Gottlob, .Am dtJr Oa'l'lllJTa, 109), but English Eco1eaio.stica wero 
somet.im.ea IlOJDinated 88 collectors (Rymer, F"dera, L ii. 705, B Feb. 1289). also 
in 1377, Ro', Parl. D. 87S, No. lxi. 

e Rymer, Fatkra., D. i 68. John Van and his companions are here described 
as citizens, in the Rolls of Parliament they seem to be spoken of as Lombards . 

. e Rot. Parl. L 298, No. 23. , Bond in .Arcluzologia, nvm. p. 256. 
8 Rot. Pari. XL 121, No. 26. See also 148, No. 58. 
t In 1889. The Bardi and Peruzzi were excepted. Rymer, F«ams, u. ii. 1080. 
10 By Bishop Roger of London in 1285. Matthew Paris, ChrOtzicc. Jtojora. 

m. 8Sl. 
11 Peruui, 8(0';4 tki ooncliitri. 452, 459. Compare also the interesting app~ 

in 1858, made by the authorities of Florence for royal bounty to lave the children 
of King Edward's rained creditors from utter destitution. Ellis, Origintd L.ttfJr., 
Series w. Vol. t. p. 42. ~ 

C. H. 19 
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A.D. 1272. into English hands. The ruin and partial withdrawal Qf the 
-IS77. Italians' was ];lot wholly a matter of congratulation, for they 

left many dehtors behind!"-probably depositors whose money 
. had heen swept away in the crash'; their place was partly 
taken for a time by a group of Flemish bankers', who were 
before long the victims of Wat Tyler's rebellion; but on the 
whole it may be said that during the reigns of the Edwards 
this large department of profitable business passed ont of the 
hands of Jews or Lombards into those of native Englishmen. 

It is much less easy to describe the precise attieb~ which 
was taken, either by the Crown or by the townsmen, towards 
the merchants of Gascony and Flanders. Edward was in
clined to favour the latter as his allies; the former were his 

Fl.-mingo subjects, and. their country afforded the principal basis for 
G:.... his operations in France. The advantage which accrued from 
::-:::uagt: the visits of these foreign merchants, who imported wine like 
u .. Or..... the Gascons, or exported wool, had been generally recog-

nised. The clauses of Magna Carta' had granted freedom to 
foreign merchantS; and the towns, in their municipal regu
lations as well as by their representatives at Acton Burnel, 
had shown themselves anxious to encourage foreigners. to 
come here with their wares'. As a matter of fact unless aliens 
brought them, there was little chance of the country being 
supplied with articles of foreign produce at all; the presence 
of merchants from abroad also facilitated the sale of English 
wool in some ways, and parlisment was sometimes inclined to 
rely exclusively on aliens for the transaction of this necessary 
business'. They were indeed forced to pay customs at a 

~.lS69. higber rate than denizens; but this does not appear to have 
told seriously in regard to the exportation of any article but 

1 Florentine Houses had factors at Lincoln in 1876. Bot. PMi. II. 860, No.lSO. 
Compare also above, p. 289, Do 4. • 

II .. A,1arge pari of ihe money they had Iem "' .. not their own capital, but had 
been borrowed by lhem or received ou &ru8t from fellow-citizena and strangetl." 
Villaoi quoted by Bond in ,t",kao/ogi4, = 259. See also Bo .. Pori. II. 240, 
No.SI. 

, Stubbs D. 532. Vanmbsrgh, Ik14ti<nu, 428. The Commouoin lSSl beheaded 
BIt Flemings all those whose pronunciation of bread and cheese indicated that they 
were of foreign extraetion. (Stow, ArDUJIu, 458.) Some of &he Fleminga were 
o.7ensive. as pumting disreputable callings (lb. 462) . 

• If 41,42. , See lor Ipawieh, Bl4<1< BooI< of MtRiroIl., u. 1U. 
• 43 Ed. m 0.1. See below, 1'- SID. 
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~w wool; and so far as the importation of wine waS concerned A:D: 127g 

they were ha,rdly at any disadvantage at all During th; -1877. 

reign of Edward II. the expedient was temporarily tried of 
removing the chief burdens which they bore in addition to 
those charged to denizens; this step seems really to have 
been due to a city intrigue>, and when: this failed the new AoD.lS1o. 

customs were reimposed. ' On the whole it appears that, in 
the early part of the fourteenth century, the rising class of 
English merchants were engaged in shipping to a considerable 
extent; We read complaints of the difficulties to which their 
trade was exposed in Norway', in France', in Holland' and 
indeed 'in all realms': But, though it is very difficult to 
follow the course of events, the English shipowners appear 
to have been at a disadvantage during a great part of the 
reign of Edward III., and they were' almost driven from 
the field'. It was not till the reign of Richard II. that they \ 
established their footing in foreign trade; his Navigation 
Act struck a blow at the Gascon merchants, and the export 
trade of the country was coming to be organised in the hands 
of the Merchant Adventurers as well as the Staplers. 

In the reign of Edward III. then it seems that English 
merchants were practically excluded from foreign trade, 
and the struggle against aliens was chiefly waged about 
the internal trade of the country. There was a deep-
seated feeling of jealousy against such aliens as settled ~ut not 10 ; 

here and interfered ,with Englishmen who were dealing ::~t:J 
among each other; they were not wanted for retail trade, ,:;::', .. 01 

and were prevented from following it. The London citizens 
had formulated their own customs for alien merchants, but 
they were not able to enforce them, and they complained 
to Edward L that the citizens, who bore the, common •. ».1290. 

burdens of the town, were impoverished by the compe-
tition of foreiguers, whose stay was unlimited and who 

1 The duties had been imposed by charter in lBOS, and the Londoners argued 
that when the extra customs were abolished the privileges were also e.t an end. 
Delpit. Oollection, p. 42 fol. Sclumz. Htmdelqol. L 898. See above. p. 277, D. 4-

t Rymer. u. '288, 400. • Ibid. D.1S2, 248. 
, Ibid. n. 80. , 
6 The phrase OCC1ll'8 in a peUtion to Clement VI. in 1850. Riley, Mem. 252. 
G A tradition 88 to the insignitlcance of English shipping, even in the tlfteenth 

cent.ury, remained in the Low Couutries. De Witt, Int4rut oj HoUand, 278. 

'19-2 
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A.D. 12;9 .carried o~· business that had' formerly been done by natjvesl • 

-1377. The townsmen. wished to keep the retail traqe in their own 
hands, as well as the business of catering}or the alien mer
chants; they disliked any interference with callings that were 
already established, and they had grave suspicions against the 
aliens of forming rings and enhancing prices' if they ,sold 
to one another. But perhaps the chief antagonism of the 

Polie< native to the alien merchant arose from the police system 
'i,iir.'y':'" of the City, which had come in the fourteenth century to 

be closely connected with the gild organisation~ ~o one 
could obtain the freedom of the City unless men of the same 
mistery were ready to undertake for him, The alien who 
continued residing in London was neither under authorita
tive control nor was he liable for his fair share of taxation. 

•. D.1ll27. Hence in his first charter Edward III, straitly commanded 

Hosts. 

Btl1tutu 
sn their 
fafJOur, 

A.D. 1335, 

"all merchant strangers coming to England to sell their wares 
and merchandises within forty days after their coming thither, 
and to continue and board with the free hosts of the City 
(and other cities and towns in England) without any house-
holds or societies by them to be kept·," The host was 
responsible for the behaviou~ of his guests, and for seeing 
that they did not carry English coin out of the realm ~r 
evade commercial regulations'; on the other hand there is 
occasional evidenoe that the free hosts abused their monopoly, 
and charged exorbitantly for poor accommodation', 

In the ninth year of this reign, however, parliament 
passed a statute conferring very large privileges on aliens: 
it enacted that" all merchant strangers and English-born 
and every of them, of what estate or condition soever , , • 
might without interruption freely sell the same victuals or 
wares to whom they would, as well to foreigners as English
born," and this in despite of any local charters to the 
'contrary', The citizens .of London, however, claimed the 

..... 1337, privileges conferred on them in the recently confirmed Great 

1 The king would not interfere. Rex intendit quod merea.toree extranei saDt; 

ydonei et uWes magnatibos et DOD habet consilium 801 expeIleDdi. BoI. Pari_ L 
65 (112). • 

I &t. Pdrl. IL SS2 (59). • Noorthonek. Hi_torr of London, p. 7&1. 
• 9 Ed. m st. ii. e. 11; also CwmiDgham. dlie. lmtnigrtmu, 92. 
• JtliIIIeB.D.d, EJIfIli.A Wagfa.ring Life, 126 L • 9 Ed. ill. L aL.L 
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Chatter; and Edward, by a charter in the eleventh year 01 A.D. 1272 

his reign, ordained that n9thing should be done by pretext -::.:.~S77. 
of the late statu~ ~hich infringed the a.ncient privileges .of ~=,. 
the City'. The pnviIeges conferred on aliens were somewliat 
enlarged by another statute, which asserts the right of 
foreigners to sell to foreigners, all over the kingdom, and 
sets aside all charters that wonld hinder them. PosSibly as a 
result of this legislation, however, we find renewed complaints 
of entrOl' ... hments towards the end of Edward's "reign, 
and notably in the Good Parliament'. The answer ·which A.».lS7'l. 

was given" to the petition was embodied with more precision 
in a final charter granted by Edward IlL to the City of 
London; it ordains that no stranger ""shall from hence-
f\'rth sell any wares in the same city or the suburbs thereof 
by retail, nor be any broker in the said city or suburbs 
thereot: any statute or .. ordinance made to the contrary 
notwithstanding," with the exception that the privileges of 
the merchants of the HanseLeague were carefnlIy preserved s. 

The struggle be~ween denizens and aliens has many 
aspects; not only did it involve the question of shipping 
and give rise to mutual recrimination about extortionate 
prices, but it was to some extent a rivalry between old and 
new centres of trade. Up til!" the time of Edward ill. the 
greater part of the wholesale trade of the country had been 
done at fairs which aliens were free to frequent'. The policy 
of the fourteenth century' was to draw the trade into staple 
towns and not to be satisfied with the occasional opportunities 
of trade which the fairs afforded. 

95. The end of the thirteenth and beginning of _ the Z ... ith of 

fourteenth century may be taken as the culminating point ;,~~y. 
of a long period of steady and solid progress. The towns, 

1 Noorthouck, p. 790. 
S Rot. Pari. n. 832 (69). 847 (HS). In these petitions the dearness of imported 

goods is referred to. bu&; apparently 88 due to the decay of English shipping. or to 
combinations amoDg aliens. 

II Noorthouck. p. 792. Schanz, Handtlqolitij:, L 176 . 
• 00 the decay of fairs. see below, p. 461 .• 
• Signs of the same tendency are found in Norway, where Bergen was & stnple 

for the Iceland trade (p. 418), and in France, where Philip bied to induce.lhe 
English to frequent the staple at S. Omer instead of the fair at Lille in 1814. • 
Bymer. D. i. 248 .. 
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A.D.-1272 ~hich were the, centres of commercial life, were prospeHng 
-1377. greatly, and many of them had secured full powers of self

government; their vigorous young life was free to shape 
itself in the forms and institutions that seemed most favour
able under the circumstances of the time. So much attention 

Goot! had been given to the good government of the cou~try 
~=;r 'generally, that intercommunication was more easy and com· 

Imerce more ~ecure; while it had. not yet adva~ce? so ~ar as to 
,render the gIlds merchant and kmdred orgamsatl0Q9 111 each 
ltown ~eedless, and therefore restrictive, institutions. MuniI cipal regulations were not sensibly weakened, because they I were reinforced and their scope extended by parliamentary 
. authority. So far both these powers were working har. 

, \moniouslY on the whole, and there were admirable social 
facilities for commercial and industrial progress. 

We have ample evidence that t~is progress was real, and 
was generally diffused throughout the country. All sorts of 

A.rt,. arts were cultivated with extraordinary success in the time 
of Edward I. The monuments of the twelfth century 8eem 
to be more substantial, though their apparent massiveness 
has sometimes concealed grave structural defects, but thete 
is a grace and refinement about the choir of Lincoln and the 
nave of York to which the earlier buildings can make no 
claim. Nor was architecture the only art these men culti- . 
vated with success; the west front of Wells shows us their 
sculpture; the seven sisters at York are specimens of their 
glass painting; their metal work was excellent and their 
bell foundries unrivalled', and their embroidery was cele
brated all over Europe. 

Building. There is hardly any token of general prosperity on which 
we may rely with more confidence than the fact that many 
people are able and willing to expend money in bnilding; 
and the buildings of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries 
were not merely ecclesia~ticaL The great fortresses which 
Edward L erected in Wales are interesting illustrations of 
the military engineering of.the day, and show what pains the 
king took to render the principality secure and orderly • 

• The inlproved system of estate management and account, 

, D .. iol1 FiftuoUt 0 ... "'7/, 64. 
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which had come into vogue under Henry m, appears'A.D.li17l1 
to have borne fruit in many rural districtll, for manorial -1977. 

halls were erected on the domains', and massive stone 
barns" began to supersede the wooden erections, ~f which a 
few examples still survive'. The reconstJ;Uction of London in 
masonry was going on, and free towns were being laid out on 
the most approved principles. In town and country alike 
building was proceeding apace, and better provision was 
being-ma4e for all sorts of different purposes-ecclesiastical 
or military, rural or urban. Especially we find that attention 
was !lirected to the improvement of communications be-
tween different parts of the country, and bridges' were 
repaired or constructed in many places; this is in itself an 
indication of commercial activity. 

96. The great c!hange, which was completed during this F;',1,z 
period, in the mode of raising revenue is another proof of :.'::,':. •. 
the steady increase of ';'ealth. The experiment 'of levying 
taxes on 'moveables as well as on real property had been' first 
made by Henry II.; and this had come to be one of the main A.D. 1188. 

sources of revenue, when the tena,. and the fifteenth were T""h om! 
definitely ¥xed in 1334. There were, however, difficulties Fij'eeflth: 

about the mode of asses.sment, which was sometimes arbitrary 
and extortionate; special complaints had been made as to 
the manner in which the tax was levied in 1332'. When a 
similar grant was made in 1334, it was provided that the royal 
commissioners were to treat with men of the townships and 
tenants of ancient domain, as well as with the towns and 
burghs, and to agree on a composition which should fairly 
represent the proportion which that town or village should 

1 The twelfth century manor honse consisted of ... large hall in whirb the lord 
and bis retainers dined, and livel;\ and alept j the chapel, kitchen and other rooms 
were separate buildings within the court yard (curia) connected with the hall by 
covered passages (Gleim) of wood (Turner, Domuttc ..4.rchiteoturs, L 59). Towards 
the end of the century it became common to attach a building to the hall, the 
chamber on the ftrat floor of which (101M) was entered by a staircase from the 
hall j the space underneath wa.a used u • cellar. There are alaa several eumplea 
of houses which seem to have had DO hall bu~ cousiated of a lofty cellar on the 
level of the ground, and a BOlar above it (Turner, L 6, 6). 

, There are good examples at Bredon in Worceatel"Bhire and Bradford In Wilts. 
• As" Wigmore Abbey in Herefordshire. • 
• JIl888l'IUld, EngUJa lY"Y}euing Life, 45. 
• Rot. PMl. D. 44.8. No. 105. 
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A.D.}279 : be .called upon to pay'. The payment, which was agreed 
-10,1. j upon by the representatives of the king and of each locality 

! respectively, was henceforth regarded as the sum which ought 
lto be contributed by that place when parliament granted 
~afifteenth and. a wnth, and no subsequent valuations and 
ireassessments were required. The total sum obtained at 
lthis time was nearly £39,000, and from that time onwards a 

lfifteenth and a tenth became a mere' fiscal expression" for a 
,grant of about £39,000. Englishmen were always eoade!lvour
ing to render their liabilities definite and import an element 
of 'certainty' into the taxation they had to pay; the Tudor 
subsidies and parliamentary assessments, as well as the land 

Pru..... tax, were all converted from flexible into fixed methods of 
• 't.:.,...... raising revenue'. From an·economic standpoint the change 

was most advantageous; the taxes levied on real property 
from time to time were as objection.able as taxes on capital 
would be ili the present day: they swept away hoards which 
miglit have been expended on improved, buildings, or roads 
or bridges, or w ~ich at aw rate would enable the farmer to 
live through a famine year; they drew directly on possible 
sources of future wealth. But in levying taxes on moveables' 
it was possible to make exemptions in regard to the require
ments of public service, the necessaries of life and the prime 
essentials of future production, though these exemptions 
were dictated by equitable rather than by economic con
siderations. The stock of the farin was taxed, bu t the food 
and provender in the possession of the villain was exempted 
in 1225'. In some of the later assessments there was a 
definite limit, and tho"" whose total wealth feU short of ten 
shillings' were exempted altogether, as people with incomes 
of less than £160 are excused from the payment of income
tax in the present day. Once again we may see that the 
principles which were implied in early practice, though not 
perhaps explicitly put forward, have been stated and defended 
by modem writers and financiers as economically sound 

0",0::'" The practice of raising a large revenue from exported 

• 
1 Bot. Pari. Do 447. No. 104. 
" Ibid. I. 88. 
6 Bot. ParI. D. 447, No. 103. 

• Dowell, TCIZ4Ilicm, L 87 .. 
• See above, p. 152. 
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woo} was also apparently very defensible. When the foreigIt A.D. 1271l 

demand for English wool was large and growrng, the expense -1877. 

of the payment would fall on the foreign consumer; but even 
if the duty in any way reduced the price which foreigIlers 
were willing to pay for wool and the impOrts were not so 
large as when trade was free, the pressure which fell 'on the 
English consumer of foreign produce would b~ comparatively 
unimportant, for England provided herself with all the main 
reqw..ite.~of production'; 'and a slightly increased price of_. 
wine, fine cloth and silk would not be a serious injury to the 
industry of the realm. . 

97. At the same time the inventories taken for purposes Com!orts 

of assessment show cleru:ly that, if there had been an increased :::.::. 
accumulation of wealth, the ordinary householder had but of lij .. 

a small commaxid over the comforts and conveniences of life. 
A dwelling with an earthen floor, with no carpet, and in 
which there was hardly any furniture, where meat was served 
on spits for want of earthenware plates and there was no 
glass for drinking out of, would seem to imply the lowest 
depths of squalid poverty; but toyal palaces were little 
better provided till after the time of John', and.well-to-do 
burgesses lived in some such fashion at the end of the 
thirteenth century. As a matter of fact, life in tJie middle 
ages was far more social than jt is now; the churches and 
the halls were the places they frequented; occasional pageants 
provided them with instruction and amusement; there was 
little privacy, and hardly any attention was given to private. 
comfort. This is one of the chief difficulties which confrQnt 1,!,p"88" 

us if we try to compare the condition of the peOple in !::':.'Y.%. ... 
different ages'. if we merely consider what he could get wiil: t 

prCdtf/ 

to eat, the medireval labourer was often better off than the doy. 

unskilled labourer of the present day; but he seems to have 
been worse housed and worse cM ' After all, in regard to all 
such comparisons we must remember that the life is more 
than meat; it is probable that a medireval workman who 
awoke in the present generation would greatly miss the 
social gatherings in which he had taken part, and that if a 
modern artisan could be transplanted into the thirtee~th 

1 Fish was perhaps an exceptiop. See p. 299 below. :II Turner, I. 97-104. 
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tentury he would find little to compensate him for the.lc:lss of 
his tea, his newtpaper and his pipe. 

For our purpose it is more important to notice that the 
ste¢y progress of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries was 
suddenly checked in the fourteenth; the strain of the hun
dred years' war would have been exhausting in any case. but 
the nation bad to bear it at· a time when the Black Death had 
swept off half the population and the whole social structure 

• was disorganised. We need not wonder that the JDngoreign 
of Edward III. closed amid signs of general discontent and 
misery, and that the fifteenth century was, with some 
important exceptions, a time of decay and ruin both in rural 
and urban districts. A period of rElcovery came at last. but 
not till the old social conditions had greatly changed. and the 
revived industrial life was organised in institutions differing 
in many respects from those which were working so 8UCCess
fully in the time of Edward L 

III. BEGINNINGS OF COMMERCIAL POLICY. 

98. We have already seen reasons for believing that 
Edward ill's foreign policy was affected. if not dictated. by 
commercial considerations; and it is necessary that we should 
now enquire into the nature of the objects which he had in 

TM m,';' view. The Dialo!JU8 assumes that prosperity is a good thing', 
{:;tm.l but Edward III.'s legislation implies definite schemes a., to 
fToq>eri/y. the best way of obtaining wealth. There was one distinct 

! practical object which was pursued throughout his reign. I and tbere were others which were less prominently brougbt 
I forward. He endeavoured (a) to foster foreign commerce. 
I (b) to foster industries, and (c) to cbeck extravagance by 
t sumptuary legislation. 

P ... eigoo a. There were two reasons wby Edward ill might be 
;:::;t:- glad to see the development of foreign commerce. It 

brought him in a revenue by means of the customs he 
cbargeJ, as has been obvious in previous reigns, when 80 

1 See aboYe" p. 23L 
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mucli attention was given to the collection of revenue-' and-A.D. ~279 
the organisation of a customs department.. The export trade -187 •• 

in wool had so much increased. that the customs from this 
one article afforded a very large revenue; this was one .of 
the main supports .on which Edward relied for the mainten-
ance of his armies in the field. But while there was every 
reason to attend to this department of finance. he and his 
subjects also valued foreign commerce on the grounds which. 
led l£\fri~s merchant to magnify his office'; it afforded 
the means of supplying all sorts of goods, which were 
not produced in England, plentifully, and therefore at a 
cheap rate. To make imports cheap to the English con- (]h,apou. 

sumer, and to obtain a good sale for English exports, were ~..::... •. 
the implied principles of Edwardian statesmanship; and they 
come out most clearly in the regulations made for the wine 
and wool trades respectively. 

The attempt to give effect to this policy would earn the 
approval of all traders who were connected with the export 
of wool, but it involved a conflict with certain vested interests •. D.1895. 

and especially with the Fishmongers, who were powerful 
representatives of the victualling trades. The nature of the 
-grievancelj alleged against them comes out most clearly in th, 
preamble of the statute which confers full freedom of traffic o~ 
their alien rivals. .. Great duress and grievous damage have 
been done to the King and his people, by some people of 
cities, boroughs, ports of tbe sea and other places of the said 
realm which in long time past have not suffered nor yet will 
suffer merchant stl'angers, nor other which do carry and 
bring in by sea or land, wines, aVBr-dll-pois, and otqer 
livinga and victuals, with divers other things to be sold, 
necessary and profitable for the King, his prelates, earls, 
barons and other noblemen, and the commons of this realm, 
to sell or deliver such wines, livings, or victuals, or other 
things to any other than themselves of the cities, boroughs, 
ports ,of the sea, or other' places where such wines, livings 
or victuals, and other things to be sold shall be brought or 
carried, by reason whereof such stuff aforesaid is sold to the 
King and his people, in the hands of the said citizens. 

1 Seo above,~. 166. I Soo above, p. 278. , See above, p. 189. 
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A.D.1272 l>urgesses and other people, denizens, more dear than they 
-1877. should be, if such merchant strangers which bring such 

things into the realm might freely sell them to whom they 
wO,uld)." Aliens appear to have taken great advantage of 

A.D. l34B. the freedom thus accorded, for in the seventeenth year of 
Edward IlL it was found necessary to subject them to direct 
taxation, according to the length of their sojourn, when it 
exceeded forty days'. 

English merchants retorted by bringing the saIU ~usa
tion against then- rivals, for we read how the burgesses 

A.D. 1876. complained at a later date that the combinations of merchsnt 
strangers were to blame for greatly enhatlcing the price of 
all sorts of foreign merchandise'. The desirability of provid
ing the consumer with foreign goods on moderate terms, is 
generally assumed as a primary end to be kept in mind. 

bote";",, These were the objects which Edward appears to have 
';;:;ra.a"". kept before him in tryin~ to encourage foreign trade; 

among the means he adopted we may notice the increased 
facilities which were given to travelling merchants'. A 

A.D.1S30. statutory limitation was imposed as to the fare which might 
be charged between Dover and Calais '; it was fixed at 
sixpence for a man on foot and two ~hiIlings for a man with 
.a horse. An attempt was also made not only to protect 
their pockets, but their persons on the journey'. Edward L 
had endeavoured to provide safe travelling for those within 
the realm, but Edward ilL made a beginning of affording 

::::::a~f protection on the seas. The dangers of traveIling by sea 
in those days were enormous; apart altogether from the 
dangers from perils of the deep, the whole Channel was 
infested with pirates. The mouth of the Rhine, Calais and 

1 9 Ed. m. at. I., preamble. See also e. L 
• Rot. Pari. u.137 (13). • Ibid. u. 8S2 (59). 
.. There were orgauiaed asaoeialions 01 f hatlmey.meq' in the fourteenth 

eeutury who let out horses to hire, and sometimes had them a&olen. A. patent of 
19 B. II. granted addi-.! privileges 10 Ihooe .. ho ..... ked the D .... Road: 
.. Ampliorea h1>ertales "'"", ..... bominibas vocatis Baclmeymen Inter Loadon e& 
Doyorem, pro condnctione equoram BUOnIlD Be preehun cu]ulibei itineria ac inter 
cretera quod conductio reatitutur s:i equos in itinere de1lcialur." OGund. Bot. 
Pill. 230 b. No. 8. See also Tomer, Domutic .drcAikclure. 119 • 

• 4 Ed.m.c.8. .. 
-, Providing shelter for Wllyfarers and pilgrima " ... recognised form of 

medieval .... efie<mce, Clay, up. cit. 1-14. 
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S. ¥aIo are mentioned' at different times as being theil A.D: 127!l 

chief hauntB, and a very powerful associatioR of pirates was -1877. 

allowed to ravage the North Sea and the Baltic. The 
Hanse League had availed themselves of the dangerous aid 
of these freebooters during their struggle with the king of 
Denmark which was closed by the treaty of Stralsund j A.D. 1870. 

but they were not immediately able to put down the evil 
they had allowed to spread, tb,ough the' great organisation 
of Pirates known as the 'Victual Brothers" was broken 
up after "the great naval defeat off IIl!ligoland in 1402. 
They had burnt Bergeu in 1392, and under their leaders, 
Sto~eker and Michelson, had specially devoted themselves 
to preying on merchants who frequented English ports'. Yet 
Englishmen were quite as unscrupulous in regard to depre
dations, for the ordinary shipmen were hardly above having 
recourse to amateur piracy; when occasion served'. ,:l'he 
portrait which Chaucer' drew, gives us the best picture of 
the conditions under which trading was then carried on'. 

l.,Zimmem. H4N84 Towns, 126. 
, A pitiful complaint in ISBa, from the men of Seal"bol'ough, shows us the nature 

of the perils to which they were exposed; 88 their town lying opeD to the sea. was 
day after ay 888ailed by Scots, Frenchmen and Flemings in their ships, and 
though they had provided a buge and balioger for their own protection, they 
were unable to provide an declive defence without aid in maoni.ng these ships. 
B.t. Pari. m.162 (46). • 

I Compare the complaint as to the conduct; of the men of the Cinque Porta io. 
l~M. 4nfUlk, MClfUUtici, IV. 151 • 

• Canterbury Tala, Prologue. The Shipman. 
I The Ilwmll 0/ t.luJ Bcotch Burgh CORotntion are full of interesting illos~ 

tions of these points, two centuries later. 
In regard to Piracy, these burghs provided at their own expense: 
Inlykemaner, that it be proponit to my Loird Regentis Grace aud Loirdia 

foirsaidis, ill eais the Q."'" M&jestie of Ingland will grant and _ that BUm 

of her schippis aall remano upovn her sea coistis and watteris for purging of the 
saymn of pyratis, and vtheris wicked personis, That inlykwayis it may be grantit 
be his Grace and Loirdis foirsaidis to the merchantis of this realm, upon their 
COlDJDOon chargis to ~t forth ane ship with ane bark for purging of our Sooaranis 
wa.tteris of the aaidis pyrattis and wicked personis, and for convoying the shippis 
of this realm.e !angie the cost of Ingland, and vtheria pairtis ueedfull, from the 
dAnger of innemeis, during sic tyme as we sallfynd gude; and incais the aamyn be 
grantit, tho commisaris of the burrowis foirsaidis gem thair commissiovn and full 
powar to the provestis, baillies, and co1lD88.illis of Edinburgh, DondY8, Abirden8 
and Stervelyng for the said schip and blll'k to provyde men. meit, mvniLion and 
all Tther fnrnvsingia neceasaer thairto, during quhat time they sail think gude . 

. (1574), •• 27. 
At one &imo the Iale of Wight was practically in the po~sessiOIl of a C8l'tain 
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A.D. 1272 Intermunicipal arranaements' may have sufficed in order to 
-1877. 'recover debts, .l'nd ~ prosecute civil suits', but the t~wns 

were not able to protect burg .... es from violence in distant 
places, or to obtain redress from sailors who belonged to 
no recognised centre of trade. U uder these circumstances . 

.. D.lBl8. appeal was made to the king; as when some Lynn sailors' 
were imprisoned by Haco, king of Norway. The simplest 

Repro.ah. means of giving some sort of redress was to allow the 
aggrieved party to seize the goods, in England or on th!l seas, 
of men who hail'ld from the same region, in th<l"hope that 
the penalty would fall on the right shoulders at last. Thus 
when Bordeaux merchanta had their wines taken from them 

"".lS::O. I by Flemish pirates they procured letters of reprisal against 
• Flemish merchants in England '. The injurious effect on the 

honest trader of this granting of letters of reprisal can hardly 
be !lxaggerated, as the prospect of recovering the loss from a 
fellow-subject must have been small; but it must have been 
even more hopeless for a trader to bave bis goods taken on 
account of a· debt incwTed by tbe king to some foreigner: 
John of Newport, who added piracy to his other crimes: "for he and bus hath do 
80 men,. gret offencis in the See abonte the Dond, in mortheriog the kiDgis people 
and hu freudia, caatyng them. owte of bar vesselIi& into the See 18 thei have be 
eomyng to th. pori. 01 HamptoD. bi the which th. kingg;. eomuu .. 01 hill pori. 01 
8uLhampton hath be lost, bi his riot kept uppon the See, of v or "ri H. marks in • 
yere." /lOl, Pari. v. 204 (2j. 

1 The royal power was also called iDto requisition to enforce demands for 
redreas where the municipal authorities failed. IOTestal.um est per Cancellarium 
es clericos Caneellarii quod quando COJD!DDIlitu al1cujua viIIBe te&tat.ur per eoJD· 

muo8 sigillum eorum quod ipsi per bonam probauODem e& teeUmoniam llde 
dignorum. inteIle:l.erun& quod illi cui Be1l1Cripsit Doluenm& parere mandato no. 
quod utUIlC Res. faciat areetare infra regnom Allin bona hominom pareium 
ilIarum. ad valenciam &c. Ideo querens (Henry Gars, mereham and ei&izeD of 
Norwich) habea.t breve de Cancellario ad are!dandom et .... "0 coatodiendu.m &c •• 
hoe tameD adjeeto. quod niehU de bonia ArealaLil amoveatar abeque Conaillo 
Domini Begi.I." Bol. ParI. L 200 (56) • 

• Rymer. Foukr,. (lIecord). Do i. 206, 'JIYI. See also lor Orimoby _to. 
a. L uo, 188. Th. Lin_ and Norfolk _ may ha •• _ opecially 

expooed to altack, hoi ther. 18 frequenl .... Iion 01 mlahapo alloDdlDg LyllD 
.eeoe1L A ehip with 1ampre)'B and oIher 8Dppli .. """'-llor Perth .... altaeked 
by s_ pirales, "ho elew eome 01 the ere" ODd carried 0/1 the """'" to 
.Aberdeen, where they sold iL The Stralmnd IIIlt.horitiee treatec11rith ICOrD aU 
lel\era cIemaDdblg redreee, ODd Edward II. had to Interf..... (1B18). DelpiS, 
CoUutiort. No. CVIL The III'gmnen" about; • robbery M BoetoD Pair b.f 8OID8 
Zeelauden (11163). the responoibilily of the c:ommllllity, ODd the mode 01 pro
.oedure, are p'''' by Rlome1leld, Nor/on.. u. M4. 

• go<. P • .!. L 879 (7'). 
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yet this was the fate of -an unhappy merchant of York; whp A.D: 1279 

lost '£109 worth of wool, which ~as taken by a Flemish noble ::'~~76. 
on account of a debt due from Edward IIL' That the fear 
of reprisal acted as a deterrent to keep men from trading 
need scarcely be pointed out. The merchants of the Abbot A.D.1S27. 

of Fecamp were threatened with being held liable for some 
losses incurred at the hands of their masters, and not 
unnaturslly absented themselves from England', During 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries a sort of licensed 
private wlrf'a.re was threatened or carried on between English 
merchants and people of Norway, Prussia, Flanders, Scot-
land, Spain and Genoa. Even if it was the. only way of 
putting pressure on foreigners to look after the piratical ten
dencies of some of their subjects, it must have been ruinously 
costly. 

The assertion of the 8Q'IJeTeignty of the sea' was a states- Th. . 
sovereignty 

• Bot. Pori. II. 858 (178). 
• To the petition of John <Ie BarIon, ana hill feDow .. English Xerohanta, 

fJhewing, That wheieaa they were within the jurisdiction of the Abbot of Fiacamp 
with • certain ship. laden with diverse KerahaD.dize, "&he said Abbot and hia Hen 
entered the said Ship, and the goods and chattels &0. to the 10888 of co. U. which 
eumme is found in the Chancery for which hee should make restitution; who 
obeyed not; of whom our Lord the Xingia certi1ied iu his Chancery: whereof hee 
comandea sundry Sheri1f .. by hill writa 10 Ie ... 10 the val .. of the foresaid goods 
.of the Merchants of the foresa.id A.bbot coming into England, which Merchants 
have absented themselves from England. Wherefore they pray th., it; would 
please the Ring to grant a Wrilit of. the said Exohequer to bee made ~Bt the 
said Abbot of hill goo<le ana ebattels. laDas ana tenementa, which he hath in 
England. It is answered, Let the Petition be delivered in Chancery, and let the 
petitioners come thither. &C. AIld if the Abbot be fonnd a tresepasser or main. 
teyner or that the goods come to his proffit, theD.let execution be done. Bot. ParI. 
D.4S9. 

• The title Dominus MariI.dnglicam c::inumqutJpd had been explicit!: claimed 
by Edward m .... ly in hill reign, ana when by the taking of Calais ho boa 
established English power'aD both Bides of the Clwme1, he coined a golden noble, 
an engrariDg of which may be seen on the tiUe-page, and which had on the 
revene, a ship and .. sword, to aerve B8 emblems of lovereignty at sea. The 
earliest document which asserts this right is a memorandum of 12 Edward In. 
'the claim to the sovereignty of the sea. involved many rights-those of 4shing 
and diving for peaT1s, or of property in the products of the sea; rigbts of taking 

. tolls for the use of the sea; right of free passage for ships of war; IUld the right 
of jurisdiction for crimes committed at sea. O. Armstrong, &rmon' cmd dulara,. 
tionl ogairut Popery (1580), stands almost. alone in protesting againat the assertion 
of this aovereigntyi &8 he held that the increased trade, for which it pve facili
ties. was not really beneficial like that in old dayB i then aliens had brought 
ballion to buy within tbe country instead of bnporting a.rtitlcial waroa to exchange. 
JLWi 80 oompetiu~ with our cra(tamen i but. his objection Ihowl that thiB .troke 

of th~ ,ell. 
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A.D. 1272 .manlike endeavour to put down this public nuisance' and 
-1371. establish the lUng's peace i. and the granting of lett~rs of 

safe conduct, for which special payments were made', was the 
first form in which the Crown gave protection to its subjects 
when travelling by sea, or at any rate attempted to give it'. 

Flue.. They also endeavoured to organise a Beet which might sail 
together under convoy. Thus in 1353 Edward III. pro
claimed that the vessels sailing for Gascony should all 

Sepl. S. assemble at Chalcheford' on the day of the nativity of the 
Virgin and sail thence together under the char~ of royal 
officials'. But these measures were not very effective. In 
fact the losses by s~a were so frequent on the part of nien 

~uct. who had arranged for safe conduct across the narrow seas' 
that commissioners were appointed to enquire ihto this 
grievance in 1347. They served to indicate good intentions, 
and at length it came to be recognised that those who paid 
customs should have such protection as a matter of right, 
and not as a luxury to be specially paid for. 

:;::'n'ing b. The efforts of Edward III. to improve existing and 
iod .. triu. plant new industries in the country were made at a singularly 

fortunate moment. His connection by marriage with Rainault 
may probably have rendered the weavers of the Low Countries 

of poliey benefited English merehants. In the fourteenth ana fifteenth .... turi .. 
the claim had important practical bearings in regard to the duty of repressing 
piracy" Twiss, Blac~ Boo" (RoDs Series), I, I_ll. • 

In the seventeenth ceDtury, wben the I!tlCCe88 of the Dutcb in proteC'DUng 
11ahing off our coasts was exciting great jealousy, and when their commerce "M 

rapidly developing, the nature of Engliah rights became the snbjed at yerr 
vehement diseussioDj Gratios attacked the claim as ab81lrd (De Man Libero), and 
Selden replied with much learning (M"" Olaumm). The historical j1l8f.i1I:cation, 
IJUch as iI was, of the claim, Ia stalAocl by Sir John Borroughs, Sou,eignly 0/ 
Bm;'" Sou (1651). 

1 In a somewhat similar fashion the attacks of the Saraeena bad led the Piaans 
10 exercise 'rights of commercial and navallJOpremacy' on the W. coast of Italy. 
while Genoa had • similar •• lburily in the Gulf of Lyons (1138). Kaa Lallie, 
Commerce de I' Afrique .epUJItricmak. p. 69. 

51 On the Constitutional aspect of these extra paymenta 188 Hall, CIUtomI, L 

1670. 
• Bot. PMl. II. 166 (U) give a carious eue of failure to aft'ord the ~ 

»rotection. 
• This Wall probably Calshot CutIe outside Southampton Water •• point 

. whieh waslmown .. Calsbord (11 B. VII. Co 6). The GooeoD,. trode had llourlahe<i 
there in the time of Edward L Bot. Pari. L 198 (lO). 

I DeJpit", COUUIw.. cu". 
• BoO POT/. Do I'll, 172 (68, 59). 
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morEl willing to ·settle in England, and th.ere is thus a c10S<! A.D. 1307 

para.I.lel between this new immigration and· the earlier in- ;:::::'", 
vasion of artisans from the Low Countries in the eleventh F"kmja" 

and twelfth' centuries '. Ample evidence has been already :::':;J'" 
adduced to show that the weavers' trade was carried on in 
many towns in the twelfth century, for we find notices of 
their gilds. During the thirteenth century the trade seems to 
have bee!, fostered with some success; attempts were made tol 
give tl1e English weavers the monopoly of the home market,! 
and they' were also beginning to export cloth tq Venice I 
and Santiago'. It seems that in this as in other matters 
Edward L followed the example of Sinlon de Montf(>rt; at any 
rate he is reported to have laid the foundations of the West of 
England clothing trade by introducing weavers from the con
tinent'. The ocCasional intelTuptions of the shipment of wool 
caused serious inconvenience in Flanders', and Edward n.'s 
prohibition of th~ export of teasles' most also have been in
jurious to foreign ri,'als as well as beneficial to the producers 
in England. But though there had been a regular aud 
steady development· since the Conquest there was still room 
for further progress. The statute of 1328 in regard to the 

'aulnager'shows that cloth was inlported from abroad, while 
the organisation of the staple proves that there was a large 
export of the raw material of the manufacture. 

• One of the inducements which Edward In. offered when """"" 
he tried to persuade the Flemish weavers to come and settle 
in Engl~nd was the· promise to give them "franchises as 
many aud such as may suffice. them"; and in this appeal'S 
to have been included a certain liberty in the matter of 
the length of the cloths they made. The first letter of pro
tection was given in 1:331 to .. Fleming named John Kemp', 

1 See .A.ppendiz E. 
II Brown, Btate PGpers, Venetian, 1265, No.8; also PlGO • ..th. 66, B. m. p.18L 

See abdve, p. 192. 
a Dallaway, Aflliquiliu of Brisk,w. p. 19, but no authority is giVeD.. 
" Giry, S. ~r. 816, BiB. 
o Rilt!1, Jlnnoriol_, 149, 150. See .A.ppe,uli:c D. 
e. The coone of progress is sometimes to be b'aced by incidental evidenee. 18 

in tho Norfolk complaint6 of the au1nagcr. Rot. Pan. II. 28 (50). The manufacture 
luw. apparently been plo.nted within recent memory (D. 409. No. 176), but certainly ... 
exiB.ted at Worstead before 1315. Itot. Parr. I. 2951 (IS). 

'I 2 Ed. Ill. c. ~4. 8 Rymer, Fadtwa (Record), u. 8"29. 

C. H. 20 
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who had com~ with servantS and apprentices, both weavers, 
fullers and dy<!rs. He ·and his were to enjoy the king's 
protection, and were encouraged to exercise their craft and 
instruct those who wished to learn. Similar letters were 
issued in 1336 on behalf of two men of Brabant who had 
settled in York 1; a general measure was also passed, and in 
the next year special protection was accorded to a number of 
immigrants from Zeeland '. 

This promised protection would not of cO,!,lrse. have 
induced. the Flemings to migrate unless they had been 
anxious to come, but there were various circumstances that 
made their. position in the Low Countries unattractive; they' 
suffered from grievances which were partly political and 
partly economic. The privileges accorded by the English 
kings to the towns in their dominions must have been well 
known, and Flemings could not but contrast the treatment 
they had themselves received, for they had suffered severely 
at the hands of Philip of France'. In 1328 he compelled' 
five hundred weavers and five hundred fullers to leave Ypres, 
and settle as hostages in France for three years'. There 
is 'also evidence not only of royal but of municipal oppressio,ll. 

-for towns like Ypres', Ghent· and Bruges' had tried to main- . 
tain their privileges in the trade and to suppress weaving in 
the suburbs and neighbouring villages'; the struggles were 
similar to those which occurred in England in the sixteenth 
century' Even within the Flemish towns the lot of the 
weavers was not altogether satisfactory j' and there had been 

i Byme:r. Ftdba (Record), II.. 964:. • Ibid. 969. 
• Longman, L 28. Edward's own statement; II startling. "eum. nonolli homines 

diversartlDl mesterarium de Flandrie. pro adheaioDe 8tl& pam' Dostre, • cli~ 
parlibus banniti, at alii partiom earumdem ob aft'ectlonem quam ad DOS habent ad 
mclain civitalem (London) e& alia loea ngni »oobi ADglie pro meateria I1lI8 
exereendis at Yietu 8110 per laborea querendo acceuerint." De1pit, OLxvm. 

• Diegerick. Ifillellta4re. II.. 51, No. 4.30, 4.32. «8. 
• A charter was granted in 1322 forbidding wea'ViDe within three leaga.ea of 

Ypr... Ibid. L p. 291. No. 363, and IL No. 878, 515, and 518. 
• Thid. 1. p. ?AG, No. S18. 

" T Ibid. L p. 289. No. 860. Bot.. Poil, D. 166 (10). Jlor" fnrther details see 
Diegeriek, I"wnt.air" II. 125; the qaarral at Ypree was .. to the kind of cloth 
woven. Ibid. n.l24. 126, 127, 184. 

8 All 100al ~tierB, excepl one for each parish, were put down outside tree 
towns in 1842. Ibid.. u. p. 125, No. 516, 018. 

• See below. p. 51~. 
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• rioli in Ypres in 1281, when the weavers, fullers, shearmen"A.D. 1807 

md drapers complained that their interests '\vere sacrificed -1377. 

;0 those of the merchants of the London hanse', and there 
were similar disturbances in Brnges and Douai'. Artisans 
ilad but little part in the government of these towns; they 
were excluded from taking part in mercantile life', and they 
were subject to many restrictive regulations for their call-
ings<. In these circumstances the weavers would 'he likely 
1;0 look to England as a place of refuge, and in one case we 
know that "a migration occurred as a direct consequence of 
such disputes; for the prime movers of a disturbance at 
Poperinghe in 1344 were exiled to England, for three years' .• 
By residence in England the weavers would at any rate 
escape the dangers of a famine of wool, and would cease to 
be so dependent· on the merchants who inlported it'. The 
superior attractions of England have been painted in glowing 
terms by Fuller: "The intercourse being settled between the 
English and Netherlands, unsuspected emissaries were em-
ployed by our king into those countries, who wrought them-
selves into familiarity with those Dutchmen as were absolute 
masters of their trade, but not masters of themselves, as 
either journeymen or apprentices. These bemoaned the 
slavishness of these poor servants whom the.ir masters used 
rather like heathen than Christians; yea, rather like horses 
than men; early up and late in bed, and aU day hard work, 
and harder fare (a rew herrings and mouldy cheese), and aU 
to enrich the churls, their masters, without any profit to 
themselves. But how happy should they be if they would but 
come into England, bringing their mistery with them, which 
should provide their welcome in aU pla.ces: Here they should 
feed on beef and mutton, till nothing but their fatness should 

1 Giry,8. Omt:'" 162. Diegerick, t. 118, No. 187, 148 . 
• "Giry, 8. 0rMr.163. • WarnkiSnig, FlGndr., Do 610 . 
• Giry.8. OIMt',848. This and the following pages contain a most iDtereBting 

account of the diJl'erent branches of the cloth tmde in Flanders i the regulations 
lor journeymen &0. 

I Diegeriek, u. p. 185, No. 627. 
e FOJ' grants allowing export of wool by men of Ypres in 1282 and 1269 under 

Henry In. see Diegeriok, pp. '7. 88, Nos. 52, 10!lk EdwlLrd L aut.horised the IIUb

jecta of Guy to travel freely in Flanders and buy wool in 1296. Ibid. p. 148, No. 
176, abo 188. Compare aI80 in 1826, Ibid. D. p.17, No. 888. 

20-2 
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A.D.lS07 "Stint their stomachs ... Happ'y the yeoman's house into which 
-1877. one of these Dutchmen did enter, bringing industry anrl. 

wealth along with them. Such who came in strangers within 
doors soon after went ont bridegrooms, and returned sons-in
law, having married the daughters of their landlords who 
first entertained them; yea, these yeomen in whose houses 
they laboured soon proceeded gentlemen, gaining great 
worship to thelUSelves, arlUS and worship to their estates'" 

PTOtWiOfJ.( The king, moreover, conferred substantial pIivileges on 
• this industry by re-enforcing the protective measures which 

I had been tried in the thirteenth century'; he prohihited 
!the export of English wool, so that the clothworkers might 

'.D. 1887. I have the material cheap; he insisted that all Englishmen 
I should wear native cloth, and limited the class who might 

. • \ wear fur, while he forbade the importation of foreign cloth'; 
: and the workers in England had thus a complete monopoly 
',of the home market', At the same time the fullest security 
was promised to weavers who chose to come from any country 
whatever and settle under the kings protection in England, 
Wales or Ireland '. Whether all this protection was necessary 
to secure a footing for the new manufacture or not', the 
interests of the consumer were not entirely forgotten, for tbe 
aulnager and his officers were supposed to exercise a sufficient 
supervision as to the character of the cloth exposed for sale. 
It is, of course, possible that Edward might have accom
plished his object more speedily if he had made his effort in 
some other form; but the fact remains that he did introduce 
or improve the manufacture of the' old drapery' so success
fully, that the export of raw wool began to decline and the 
home manufacture came to flourish more and more' .. It is 

1 C'AtorcA Hutqry, Book = 59. • See above, p. 193 • 
• UEd.In.ee.S.4. 
I This protective system wu not completely enforcecl for Ul'J Lmg time. 

Compare 27 Ed. m. sL L C. 4, where attention is giTen to &he complaint that 
foNign ,.....,m.n18 have withdrawu Ihemae.lv .. IDd the grienoceo 01 fmeignera 
importing cloth are _ . 

a Btatutu, 11 Ed. m.. co. 1---6. The London weaven were by 00 means 
diJfposed to welcome the immigrants. See below, p. 341. But there II tar lese: 
eridenee of local jealousy of alieu artlaana than we fWd in the time of Edward IV. 
and the Tudors.. .. 

• )fill, PolitiCDl EctJft()IIlll. BIr.. v. 10. § 1. 
, HaD, CuMl"IfM, u. 189. See below, p. 434. 
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nteresting to observe, too, how closely many subsequent A.D. 1807 

'florts to plant new industries followed on the lines which·-
lS

77. 

8:dward m laid down; they secured a monopoly to the crafts-
nen, while they at the same time tried to insist on a high 
;tandard of excellence in the wares produced. 

This does not appear, bowever, to have been the only (!l(x:k· 

lttempt of the kind that was made during the reign of mai ..... 

Edward IlL In 13681 three c10ckmakers from Delft were 
encoumge<l to settle and ply their .trade in London; .and the 
era.£t of linenweavers was also introduced before the end of 
the century'. 
• c. Tbe measure which has been already noticed in regard ~I.i"g 

to the wearing of furs was at any rate partially protective; tlarift· 

there were, however, other sumptuary laws which had no 
similar excuse, but were merely intended to check idle extr .... 
vagance and to promote thrift. The cbroniclers are agreed 
that the success of the English arms on the Continent, and 
the loot which was brought from France, tended to demoralise 
the nation ill this respect; but even before this time there 
was a great increase of extravagance. We can see it in the 
accounts which survive of tournaments; the subjects might 
certainly plead that if they did indulge in costly display 
they were only following the example the kiug had set th~m, 
especially on his visit to the emperor, when apparently he 
was forced to pawn his crown' in order to get money for 
himself and bis retinue. In the earlier part of bis reign he Food. 

had legislated against luxurious living: "No man shall cause A.D. lBBG. 

himself to be served in bis house or e\i;ewhere at dinner, 
meal, or supper, or at any other time with more than two 
courses, and each mess of two sorts of victuals at the utmost, 
be it of flesh or fish, with the common sorts of pottsge, with-
out sauce or any other sort of victua\i;: and if any man chose 
to have sauce for his mess he well may, provided it be not 
made at great e.oat: and if flesh or . fish are to be mixed 
therein, it shall be of two sorts only at the utmost, either 
fish or flesh, and shall stand instead of a mess'." A later 

1 Noorthouek. Huto>"!l of LOfId<m. p. 72. 
I Firma Burgi, 197. Harland refers to the linen manufacture as introducecl 

from F1anders in 1258. Ooll~ctQnea. L 78. 
I LongmaD.l?t1rr.ard Ill. J.170. • tOEd. m st. m.De cihal-ii. u1~dN. 
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A.D. 1"0'/ • statute regulates the appar~l of every class of the community. 
;:::.~. • It appoints the diet and apparel of servants, of handicrafts-
6.».1965. men and yeomen, as well as their wives and children i it 

explains what apparel gentlemen under the estate of knights 
may wear, what knights with lands of 200 marks may wear, 
and what those with 400 marks may have; and includes de
tails for the guidance of merchants, citizens, burgesses, and 
handicraftsmen, the several sorts of clerks and ploughmen 
and men of mean estate. At the same time it .insists that 
clothiers shall make sufficient cloth at the various prices 
permitted to different classes, so that there may be no excuse 
for infringing the law'. We might suppose at first sight that 
the artisans of this period-just after the Black Death
must have been in most prosperous circumstances if they 
could attemptS to wear the fabrics that are forbidden to 
them by this and subsequent sumptuary laws; but we must 
remember that expensive clothes might be procured for 
occasional nse at civic and ecclesiastical functions, by those 
who were habitually clad in very coarse fabrics. The change 
of social habits and of the purpose for which clothes were 
bought may mislead us, if we merely compare prices, flld 
assume that the clothes were meant to be frequently worn, 
and worn out by the original purchaser as they usually are 
now. We should think it odd in the present day if a lady 
left; her clothes in her will to be made into vestments for a 
churchS, but this was formerly a usual bequest. 

F:..u i. \ If we for a moment ignore the means by which these 
...... ends were pursued, and look only to the objects aimed at, 

we find that the commercial poljcy of Edward ill is in close 
accord with the principles which were generally accepted in 
England in the latter half of the nineteenth century. He 
desired to increase the volume of trade, and he legislated 
in the interest of the consumer, and in disregard of the 
claims of particu Jar producers of wool Bnd fish. He 
also endeavoured to develop a manufacture for which the 

• In EeL m ... 8-15. 
S Doubleday, 7 ..... Law 0/ PopvlGtiMt. Edeu, a .... Poor, L 69 • 
• l& Abo I will1.hat mJD, appueD be made in Yefiimenkll ud ornament. of the 

ehmeho ODd 10 be ",.IID 10 1oIal1eby. Kegworihe .... NonyogIoJL" Dame !load 
Parr (1629) in Wilh.frortt Doet~' 0.,...,..,., Camden Soeiet1t P. 17. See. rJao 
Lody Ela Sbarcl.L",. (1~7). n .... w;tu, p. 1& 
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COUl'ltry was specially suited, and showed hi!'l"elf somewha~~P:r,~~ 
cosmopolitan in inviting artisans from "the Continent; we· 
cpuld find recent parallels to these proceedings in our 
colonies, if' not in the mother country. He set himself 
to encourage thrift among the labouring population-more, 
it is true, by precept than example-and inodem economists, 
especially the school of Ricardo, have followed on the same 
line. The necessity of procuring large supplies forced him at 
tim,*, to 1Jlake severe demands upon the commercial classes, 
and his policy was prejudicially affected by considerations of 
immediate pecuniary gain; but it was also defective, from the 
manner in which attention was concentrated on commercial " 
intercourse and the fostering of national activities was 
neglected. " 

99. While Edward lIT. thus made some new departures Reg:z.,;o. 
in his commercial policy, he also maintained the approved ojOTiMU. 

modes of organisation !,nd regulation. Edward I. had named Til< .14plo 

certain ports and forced" the wool trade into particular 
channels so that the collection of the customs might be 
facilitated; Edward IlL carried this still further by the 
ordinances he made for the staple. The earlier history 
of this institution is involved in much obscurity'; the 
merchants claimed to "date, as a separate body, from the 
time of Henry III.; that there was some sort of re
cognised association of English merchants trading to Flanders 
is certain from the mention of their mayor in 1313', "'V •• i.ed. 

when he was sent to settle some disputes that had arisen. 
It is not clear, however, that the' Staplers' of later days can 
be traced back to this early organisation', or that there was 
o;'e definite mart which these merchants frequented at first 
to the exclusion of others'; and indeed the evidence of the u. 1275. 

Hundred Rolla renders this more than doubtful', A patent 
was issued, however, also in the same year-the 6th year of •. D. lSlS. 

Edward IL-" pro certa stapula pro mercatoribus Anglim in • 
partibus transmarinis ordinanda ac libertate pro majore 

J The staple was a depat where goods were deposited 80 tha& tolls might be\ 
collected. and tbejUl.t4pul~.waa t.he,rlgbt of a town to have IIJUOh goodB exposed •• 
for aale iD ita market~ Buvelin, »rmc du trl4rclah, 206 . 

• Rymer, Ftzdera, n. 202 . 
• A New Compauy of Herch&nta at Calais is mentioned in 1868. Roe. Pari. tt. 

276 (11). .. See above, p. 176. 
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A.D.l907 ~orum'." It is likely that E'nglishmen had before this time 
-1877. frequented divers marta in Brabant, Flanders, Autwerp; but 

this patent' insists on the evils that had arisen from allowiIjg 
merchants, whether native or alien, to ship wool" to any port 
they chose, and enjoins the "mayor and communaltie of mer
chants of the realni .. to fix on one certain staple in the Low 
Countries to which all wool should be taken; the mayor and 
council of the said merchants were empowered to enforce this 
regulation; subseciuently the customers at the va!ious·ports 

A.lIr 18"20. were informed of the arrangement'. This plan failed to give 
satisfaction, and at the beginning of his reign Edward ilL 

. enacted that" all staples beyond the sea and on this side, 
A.D. 1328. ordained by kings in time past sbould cease'," but he did not 

maintain this perfect freedom of trade, for we find that a 
staple was regnlarly established in Flanders in 134:3. 

It is indeed possible that merchants preferred to have 
one assigned mart, where English produce might be regularly 
supplied, so that those who wished to purchase it might 
frequent that recognised place of sale. It has been argued 
that in early times, when the stream of commerce was too 

\

feeble to permeate constantly to all parts of the country, the 
concentration of trade at certain staple towns, or at fairs, was 

It. . advantageous for industry and commerce'. To this it may be 
=:U. ndded that a number of English merchants, who frequented 

one mart, might have political and judicial privileges granted 
to them such as they could not have hoped for, unless they 
gave a qu;a, pro quo by pledging themselves to frequent that 
town'. At the same ti'nc there certainly were merchants 

1 CGlead. /lot. Pat. p. 75, D. 5. 
• DeJpii, Co/lutWo. scvm. (CaDt.erl>ury, Hay 20, 1318). DeJpil dale8 i. 1312, 

bul the reign begau on Jaly 7. • 

• Hakluyt. Y O1Il1gu, L 142.. '1'bia is Dol given in Rymer; it embodies the 
patent quoted abaYe, ud wu gr,en from Doyer on June 18, 1320; there 11'18 the,. 
• luther "templio carry ... the policy adopted in 1818. 

• 2 Ed. ill. c. 9, 8/4w, at N...uu...ptoa. 
• w. Roecher, E"glid~ YoI..berirtbtJuzjWdre, 133. 
• The Seoteb merchants appear to have found it best to as. •• tal"le. and no' &0 

• have &II open trade. n is iotere.tiDg to aotice the prjrilegea f« which lbey 
.... ltargaiDed, in hiDe their staple III Cunpfer ~ lb86. ~htm &hey made the following 

demands: L The coo!naing of old pririlegeo. t. Pnrriding. better __ lor 
the entry of shipa. a. To have a berth (8J the doeb where &heir ahipa oooId lade 
aod DDlade wi_ distmbom .. from the _ ~ Prot.etion aplns< 

extortiob on the part. of the c:astom-hOlUle oflieen. $, AD custom.; to be cbnged 
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whl\ preferred to go to other ports, as we find that they weoo A.D~ 1807 

willing to pay for royal licences' to make slripments of wool -1377. 

to other places than Calais, when the staple was fixed there. 
. These economIc reasons give some justification for the 

policy of fixing on certain staple towns; there was at all 
events a widespread belief in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries that this was a wise step in the interests of com-
merce', and the English kings were only acting in accordance 
with.the .current opinion.of their day. But in England the'E","", .,. 
chief of the staple.commodities of the realm was wool; and,....z. • 
the organisation o( the institution by the Crown and byi 
Parli&ment was determined by the necessity for regu!&tingl • 
transactions in this. particular article. In connection with 
the levying of duties on export it was necessary to have (i) a 
set of collectorS of cnstoms in all the ports; there was also 
Deed for (ii) officials who were charged with the weIghing of 
wool; while (iii) attempts were made from time to time to fix 
the price at whicq. it should be sold. Authoritative weighing 
of wool' was not only important for the fair transaction of 
busioess between traders, but also as a fiscal measure, when 
subsidies were voted at so much per sack of wool; the men 
charged with this duty apparently found their office a re
munerative one; and they, like tbe farmers of the customs, Keep.,., 0' 
would have excellent opportunities, as royal factors, for:;. 7h>N

taking up the large quantities of wool which the Commons 
granted to Edward m' it seems probable that we must 
look for the origin. of the great organisation which was known 
as the M erchams of the Staple', to these classes of officials, 
aecordiDg to ... authoritativ. 1m. 6. Seeuri;y agains$ doubls eu.etion of the 
enstoms. 7. Freedom from £ convoy gilU 8. Reasonable chargee by artiaans and 
warebo.......... 9. So too by pi10ts and 1Iahermeu. 10. To bay. premiaeo 
assigned for their merchants to live in. 11. That their conserva.tor Ihonld DOt 
have aoldiers billeted on him. 12. That iIi &Il qua.rrela between Scotchmen and 
t .......... the cou.....alor sho1lld be bean! by the Courl before jwlgmaut waa 
given. lB. That in criminallllita among Scotchmen the trial should be conducted 
by the conaenator. 14. That he should have • place assigned him for use as 
a priBOll. 16. That they mould have a chapel for their own form of preaching 
and prayers. BuoriU 0/ OOliUllti ..... L p. 57. 

S Bot. Pari. II. S23 (17). T. 149. • See above, p. 29S, u.. 5. • 
I Qrdinanu of Reapk, 27 Ed. m. st. II. Co i. aDd Co So Hall, (hut.ornl. II. 47 • 
• See above, p. 277. 
, The new Ol'g&IlisatiOD of the Staple appears to have intedered with the 

chartered rigb~ of weigbeni of wool Rot. Pari. II. 38. No. 89. 40.· 
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~th opportunities for private trade, rather than to the ship
pers who frequehted Flemish marts in the time of Edward I. 
and Edward II. The Merchants o/the Staple appear to have 
attained to power and prominence at the very period when the 
restrictions on Englishmen shipping wool were most severely 
felt. 

The policy of fixing a price for wool also seemed necessary 
at a time when there was so much royal trading j it gave 
an authoritative means of calculating the worth of.the·wool 
supplied from each county for the royal needs, and the price 
of Nottingham 1 appears to have been fixed with reference 
to these demands. But there was also a wider reason. 
All through the legislation about the wool trade, we see an 
anxiety to keep up the price and make continental towns 
pay heavily for our product. There were few competitors in 
growing wool on a large scale at that time", as the great 
arrangements for pasture farming in Spain' date from the 
middle of the fourteenth century-the time of the Black 
Death. Under these circumstances there was no need to 
force a market by supplying wool at a cheap rate: there 
was little danger tbat the fleeces would be left on the hands 
of the growers, and their chief anxiety was to get as good a 
price as possible. The high price of wool would be felt more 
severely in prop9rtion by the native weavers, who produced 
coarse cloth, than by the foreigners j but it was doubtless 
thought that they could recoup themselves by charging more 
for their cloth, though this did not give satisfaction when 
they tried' it in London in 1321' But on the whole the 

1 The price of Nottingham wu as&eI8ed in 18S1, IIDd .... I&ken .. the bMW of 
Edward'. tranBat:ti<ma in l3<O (Rot. Pari. Do 119, No. 10). In ll1fl1the 11IIIrCban1o 
oomplainecllhe. 11 .... impo •• ible io keep io _ pri<o (Ibid. 149). ODd .""' .. 10 
was set (ByDl8l',Fao.4D-a., Do ii.1225. and ~ppendiz D) which wu to be. minimum 
for export. But the practical diftlcultieB caused 117 aPt aaaize were 110 gre.t that 
....... cIetormined in Ihe foBowing 1- to allow the pri<o io be .. 11Ied freel1 (RoO. 
P.l. D.. 149 ., and 156, No. (9). 

• Tborold Bog ..... ~ rwl,'P'_. 9 • 
... • On theorpniaiDgollhe ........ lIoDwiU, B ......... oft1o Wool Tra4<,40. 
There JD:Ud however have been IOII1e importation Ions Wore thai time, u we 
...a 01 Ihe .... -.... of SpoDish wool in Eoglaod in 1~ ol ADdo ..... Grooa, 
GiUl M........" !L 4, oIso -. Fi ..... B"";, 199. On Ihe quality 01 S,,""iob 
wool Bee Arutstroog"a ~ p. 28; see below, p. 4.89. Do 8. 

, I,ibor C.;.,. ... (Bolle), 41&--425. 
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tendency was, not to attempt to push trade as is done 1n A.D. lSOT 

modem times, but to be content to exPort the surplus -1877. 

commodities, which could not be used at home. From this 
point of view it appeared desirable that foreigners should pay 
at a high rate, even if the amount of exports declined. The A.D. 1848. 

curious Assize of Wool embodied in the Appendix' shows 
what pains were taken to prevent dealings with foreigners in 
this staple commodity at any low price; there was a hope 
that byoenhancing the prices of the wool in England it might 
be possible to draw more money into the country'. 

There were grave complaints as to the conduct of the M"'p"ly 

men of Bruges, where the staple was then held. They"tried at Drug ... 

to monopolise the supply for Flemish towns, and prohibited A.D. IS44. 

the export of wool by the Itsli.an and Spanish merchants }~~n 
who frequented. the mart"; they even put unnecessary hin- Mlrch ..... 

drances in the way of Brabant dealers, and the large towns 
prevented the weavers of the smaller villages from coming •. D.IM7. 

to buy'. For these evils a remedy, which had been proposed' 
some years before, was adopted in 1353', and the staple was 
removed to England. The reasons for this step are very 
curious; the free concourse 'of aliens to this country was 
already permitted, so that the Englishmen .hoped they would 
no longer suffer from the restrictive regulations of the people 
of Bruges, but would have a better market, and that the com~ 
petition of buyers from many lands would raise the price of 
wools. This was possible; but it is not at all clear that the 
1088 which arose from the perils of the deep and from piracy' 
would be reduced because the staple was removed, though it 
might rail on aliens and not on English subjects; it almost 
appears as if parliament did not realise that the foreigners 
would recoup themselves, for undertaking these risks by 
paying less for wool in England than they did in Flanders. 

1 ..ttppmdi:r: D. Fmdera, lI. 1225. 20 May, 1848. 
I Bot. PMl. D. 188 (17). Comp&re LtJID8 oj Edgar. 868 above. p. 180 . 
• R.'. Pari. D. 149 (5). 202 (18). ' Ibid. D. 166 (10) • 
• Ibid. D. 148 (68). • 27 Ed. ill. • 
, It is of COUI'8e possible that the English merchants suffered from Flemish ~. 

pirates, and that Parliament believed thoy would not attack Flemish merchants in 
the same w&y. On these piracies ill 1871, see Varenbergh, RtlGliofl.., 407. 
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A't any rate they 'deliberately transfen'ed the export tfnde 
to aliens by prohibiting Englishmen from engaging in it 
at all, and as the customs which aliens had to pay were 
much higher than those of denizens (lOs. instead of 38. 4d. 
per sack) this would put another hindrance in the way of 
trade and a very decided obstacle to any rise in the price of 
wool. Their last point, that the holding of the staple in 
England would give a better opportunity for preventin~ the 
introduction of inferior money of foreign coinage,"'as pro
b~bly sound, and there was also an advantage in having 
the merchants within reach, if there was occasion to distrain 
;'ny tlf them for debt>. 

The Ordinance of the Staple, which carried out this 
policy, Damed Newcastle, York, Lincoln, Norwich, Westmin
ster, Canterbury, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter and Bristol, 
as staple town.. fur England'; and for each of those which 
was situated inland a special port was appointed; as Hull 
for York, Yarmouth for Norwich, and Sandwich fur Canter
bury. Careful arran.,;ements were made between the mayors 
Bnd the Customers to secure t.he due payment of the king's 
taxes. Every facility was given to foreigIi merchants to· 
freqnent these marts, anol they, like the king's subjects, were 
to be free from the exactions of purveyors on their journeys 

-thither. All the transactions at .these staples were to be 
taken out of the jurisdiction of the justices anll the common 
law, and settled by the Mayor of the Staple a!cording to law 
merchant while alien merchants were to be chosen as asses
sors; arrangements were thus made for duing speedy justice 
from day to day and hour to hour. All sorts of other induce
ments were held out so as to induce the foreign merchant to 
frequcnt these marts; rents were to be reasonable, aliens . 
might sell by retail if they wished (c. 11), no man was to be 
illipeached for another's debt, aDd their oaths were to be 

1 See below, p. 418. also p. 496. 
I Boston was added to the Ust in 1369, wben the staple once again returned to 

England after being hed in Calaia. The deet of boldiog • idaple in any given 
towu C8D be obsened in tlri.8 cue; the neighbooring toWD'. like LiDcolD. com. 
plained bitlerly (&t. Pa,{. D. p. S82, No. 62). It ..... eIl 10 give an additional 
attractioD to foreigners &.0 aettle a' the town, .. DWly bad done from. dte time 01 
Edward L A fadory of lhe Haue League .u organised here (P. Thompsoo, 
B ...... ,8S9). 
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accepted as to the value of the merchali.dise they broug~t A.D. 1807 

when 'ad valorem dues "'ere levied (c. 26)'. ,Everything was -1377. 

done which might attract the foreign merchant here, and bring 
about a good competition for our wool; but the experiment 
was not altogether successful, the fees charged by the officials 
were exorbitant and had to be reduced by an ordinance' in 

• 1354; Parliament preferred to have the trade more concen· 
trated, and although there were some changes, the staple was, 
gen~lly speaking, fixed at Ce.lais', where elaborate arrange· .t Cal.i, 

ments ":ere made for the conduct of the trade and the 
residence of merchants'. 

100. In regard to imports the maio object of policy was Import 

just the reverse, ~ it was deemed desirable that these 'rad •• 

1 OrdiJUJ1I.U of tAe Stople, 21 Ed. m. u-
s Ordinatio de jU!du 8tapult. It is not quite clear whether this was issued in • 

the twenty-seventh or twenty-eighth year, but the earlier date would: only allow 
for a couple of montba'-experience of the evils complained. of. 

a This Appears to have heeD. proposed in 1862, with the hope of raising the price 
of wool and redressing other evils. Of Item pour cause que les Lames du Roialme 
sont IIlhI a petit value, taut pour c&use que eles ont amenez hors du dit Roialme 
en autri Seignurie at Poail' au notre dit Seignour Ie Roi n'ad Jurisdiction, De lea 
mesprisious et outrages fsitz a lea Subgiz poit rec4'e.scer, n'amender, COlDe pur 
soners Eschangea des Monoies at feb,lesee d'ycellea, et plusieura autres damages et 
mischiefs ad eat$ parle et monstre au Conseil notre dit Seignour Ie Boi plusienrB 
foitz que bon senoit mettle reDledie: Et que la Ville de Caleys qui est a. notre dit 
Seignour Ie Hoi et en il ad plein JuriBdiction, senoit bon place et lieu convenable ' 
pur lea Leins et demo8l' des Ma.rehantz, per eschuer lea meschiefs et damagcs 
suisditz et par taut Ie prte de Leines 8erront amendez et enhancez." Bot. ParI •. 
u. 268. 

The policy of diseoura.giDg nath'e merchants to go abroad had apparently been 
reversed before this mne. as the Englishmen at Broges, who had sn1l'ered much ~ 
status and position since the staple had been removed to England, were allowed to 
organise themselves and have a mayor in 1859. (Bot. Slap. 27--46 Ed. m. m. 11, 
Tower Records, Record Office.) See ..apptrldi~ O. These merchants were appa
rently predecessors of the Merchants Adventurers. 

The nncertainty of the place at which the staple ahonld be held is alleged a8 the 
reason for the grant by Urban V. in 1868 to the Merchants of the Staple of the 
privilege of having an English speaking chaplain. (Wilkins, Ooncilia. m. SO.) 
In 1869 owing to the war it was necessary &0 move back into England, Rot. ParI. 
n. 301 (24), but the staple was fixed at Calais in 1876 by the grant of Edward m. 
1Uymer, m. ii. 1067). There was the same Hort of vacillation in 1390 ed 1892. 
Hall, CUStC;f1I8, I. 285. 

Armstrong's Treatue con.ceming tM staple and the commodities 0/ tM realm 
(1519) is well worth perusing in this connection, as in regard to all matters 
connected with rural economy. industry or oommerce during the centuries im. 
mediately preceding the Reformation. He arguea that the removal of the atople 
to Calais was beneficial to the merchant class bnt injurious to the publio, p. 20. 

" See the excellent accouui by lt{r Malden. Cely Papers, x. :t11ix. 
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318 REPRESENTATION AND LEGISLATION • . 
articles should be pbtainable on easy terms by conRU mers. 
A· great deal of, care was devoted from the time of King 
John to the management' of the chief branch of import 
trades-that in wine, in the hope of rendering it plentiful 
and cheap'. On the whole the Edwards were inclined to 
favour their Gascon subjects, and native English sbippers 
felt themselves at a serious disadvantage during the greater 
part of the fourteenth century. 

Edward I. gave the Gascony merchant privileges wpich 
roused antagonism in the City of London'; and E<fward II. 
continued this protection and had recourse to severe threats 
against the authorities of the City'; the men of Cologne had 
similar privileges'. The reason of his anxiety that these 
merchants should be encouraged to visit London, becomes 
apparent in the regulations he issued for the sale of wines'; 
the king and nobles were to have an opportunity of pur
chasing before the wine was offered to the public; the prices 
at which the different qualities were to be sold are defined; 
arrangements are made for the callings of the' grossour' and 
the taverner respectively, and precautions are taken about 
the assay of wine. The charge of this was to be in the 
hands of the mayor and aldermen, as they were to choose 
twelve jurors to test the quality of the wine; and no taverner 
might sell it by retail till it had passed this scrutiny. 

These regulations for the price of wine were not confined 
to London bnt extended to the provinces as welL There 
~ad been many vineyards in England in Roman and Norman 
times, and the manufacture was not wholly extinct'. The 

1 KiDg .Tohn established an assize of wine, fWDg the price at which the winea 
of P ...... and Anion were 10 be retailed, and Wo !.be wholeaale prieeo. He left 
80 little margin of profit, however, that the merchant;a coold DOt contmue the 
trade. and ihe retaillDg price .... _ from <d. and 6d. 10 6d. and Btl. !.be 
gallou, .. et oic repleta ... terra potu .. polalorib...... Boser of Havedeu. IV. 99. 

I De1pit. OolIt:elion. x.u.m. . 
• Ibid. UDI:L xc. XCI. scu. 0. CL Brissaud, L • .tf.fI,(flw a (Julienne, 169. 
• Bot, Part L SU, No. 1.2. • Delpit" XCIV. 
• Turner, Durnut~ bcAituture, L 186. BoI. p..n.. L 815. No. 109. B&I'Ilaby 

Googe writing in 1517 _Y8 ••. We might haTe • reuou.ab1c good wine growyug 
in many p1aees of ihia BeaJme: .. doubtleae we had immedia&e1y after the 
Couq1Iesi. Iyll partly by ~ not likiug onything IontI !.bet .. poiDetu1I. 
partly by Civil discord IontI CODtimdDg, it w .. 1eft, and 00 with time ..... .. 
appeuetb by • IUIIDber of p ...... in this IleaIme, that keopea oti11 !.be ....... of 
Vineyards: and upcm maIJ7 Cliffe. aDd Hi1.hJ are,.et &0 be aee:ne the root.eI and old 
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chief supply came from abroad; not only" was it desirabl~ A.D. 1807 
, " . d --~ .. 'th -1877. to obtain a close connection an lOUe communIcatIOn W1 • imporllJd. • 

Gasoony, bnt to provide for the terms on which the wine 
should be obtainable in different parts of the country. In 
1330' an Act was passed regulating the distributive and. 
re~ trade. "Because" there be more taverners in the 
realm than were wont to be, selling as well corrupt wines 
as wholesome, and have sold the gallon at such" price as they 
them~lves would, because there was no punishment ordained 
for them, ~ hath been for them that have sold bread or ale, 
to the great hurt of the people; it is accorded, that a cry 
shall be made that none be so hardy as to sell wines but at 
a reasonable price, regarding the price that is at the ports 
whence the wines came, and the expenees, as in carriage of 
the same from the said ports to the places' where they be 
sold" The town authorities were to make I!.n assay twice a 
year, and all wines found to be corrupt were to be shed and 
cast out and the vessels broken'. 

Somewhat later in Edward's reigu there were some very! 
curious enactments, which were designed to strike at the > 

profits of middlemen, in the vain hope that wine would be I • 

rendered cheaper. It was assumed that middlemen gained n.'f}tua. 
at the expense of the public; and it seemed to follow that ,;:/or 
if middlemen did not gain, the public would be put to less ...,.1858. 

expense. English merchants were not to forestall wine in 
Gascony, or buy it up before the vintage, and the time of 
the common passages'; nor were they to charge high for the 
wine, on the pretence that they ran risks. Cost of carriage 
was a charge which could be checked, and this might doubt-
less be allowed f?r when sale was made Uf;LoJl'don'; ~ut 

remaynea of ViDea. There la beaidee Nottingham an atmei.ent house called Chylwel, 
in which house remayneUl ;yet 88 an a1lIlCient monument in • great wyodowe of 
GlasBe, the whole order of planting, proyning, stamping and pressing of Vines. 
Beside, there is Jet also growing an old Vine that yeeldea a gra.pe~sumc1ent to 
ma.ke • right good wine &8 was IatelJ zwootn4 by • Gentlewoman in the &aide 
hOUBe." Epistle to the Reader preflxed to Bereabach'& Foure Booku 0/ HruVandrg. 

1 The Chancellor and Members of the University of Cambridge complained 
more thaD 0llC8 tJu.l they were not served with. wine 80 aheaply &II the residents in 
the Bister university. Btt<. PAil. II. 48 (69), m. 254 (8). 

a 4 Ed. ID.o.l2. 8 27 Ed. DLL6,1 . 
• Thougb the statute does DO&; say SO, o. G. Compare. however, Rot. PAri. IL 

i79 (86). 
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A.D.1907 iemuneration for risk was obviously regarded as a plere 
-1877. excuse for arbi'rary demands on the part of the merchant, 

and these were not to be permitted at all The operations 
of the English merchant were confined to two special POlts, 

• but the Gascony traders might ship to any port they pleased: 
under these circumstances it need not be a matter of surprise 
if English _hipping declined for a tilDe. 

It thus appears that the Englishman was forbidden to 
\ export wool, so that it might be sold dear, and thlt he was 
. prevented from importing wine, in order that it. might be 

bought cheap; in both trades he was placed at a disadvan
tage as compared with the foreign allies or subjects of the 
Crown'. The only part of this curious statute which would 
commend itself to modern ideas, as likely to do much for the 
enconragement of trade, is the last clause, which provides that 
the tuns and pipes should be authoritatively gauged so that 
the purchaser might make sure of obtaining the full quautity 

..... 1363. for which he paid; ten years later it was fonnd necessary to 
have the wine ganged at Bordeaux as well as in England' . 

. 101. Other regulations to promote fair dealing in internal 
trade are simply copied from the ordinances that were in 
force in many towns'. Besides the regulations mentioned· 

!::Ui... above against Englishmen forestalling or engrossing important 
goods', we have one general prohibition of engrossing the 
wares that were brought to the staple towos'; but there is u........ one special case that brings out very clearly the grounds of 
the objection which was commonly felt against middlemen 
of every kind; it occurs in a couple of local Acts, which may 
possibly have been nece.sary from the double jUrisdiction 
exercised in Great Yarmoutb by the local. burgesses on the 

• one hand and the Wardens of the Cinque Ports on the other'. 
It is an interesting illustration of the manner in which they 
tried to ensure fair competition in those cases where it was 

1 Bot.. PM. Do 2161 (48). 282 b. • Ibid. IL 2'i9 f34,. 
, See ahme, p. 200. AIoo &he &4t",_ Ik pUtmbu q_ p. 268 ... I-
, 'ifI Ed. m. L .. 7. /lot. Pari. II. ll6l (48). Tbo pruoperiIJ '" &he ,... .... and 

t1"'r Compouy ""'"'"'. good _ '" i-,. dariag \hjo period. Rot. Pari. u. m 
(23).280 b. 

.. QnIi ... e 0/ de Slap&. c.. lL See Uao 25 Ed.. m 10. e. a. 
• .Jeake. C1t1lrfen of tie CiIaqw ParU.17. 
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imppssible to calcul&te out and settle what a reasooabte. A-D Il107 

price would be-as well 88 of- the practical difficulties which -U07, 

rendered their well-meant efforts futile. The poor fisberman 
was the victim of the greed of tbe Yarmouth hostelers, the 
local consumer W88 outbid hy the engrcaer who wished to 
transport the fish to otber markets'; of comae'if they had 
been allowed to do' this freely, there wonld have been 1_ 
difficnlty about the low price for fish given to the fisbermen. • 
But Jhe attempt to remedy these two very diasimilar griev- •• 
ancea at ibe same time resulted in meddlesome regulationsl 
which introduced new aod unlooked for miochief"a. 

In 1357 a statute W88 passed aga.iDst the bosteletll of Di; ... 
Yarmouth' .and otbers, wbo made special bargains with the ~ ..... 
fishermen and forestalled their goods before they were landed 
or exposed in open IIIlII"ket; a price was fixed of 4&. the last, 
above whicb no one should boy for the purpose of curiog 
fish; the rate of profit on reselli\lg, and the tolls that migbt 

. be taken, were carefully defined, and the IIIlII"ket was to be 
• held in broad daylight. All these regulations were meant 

to let the ordinary consumer have a fair chance, and to 
prevent the middlemen and speculators from having special ... JI_ 

opportunities of purchase, and 80 setting an unree80nable • 
. price for their own profit. But before four years had elapsed ..... 18tH. 

it 11'88 found that tbe results were very prejudicial; whatever . 
ill effects accrued from their speculations, tbe middlemen \ 
undoubtedly bad been discharging a needed function. A ~ tAo 

new ordinance "88 made, wbich recites in a most interesting ~ 

''I'boIlwlill8Ihat.,at .... _oIlhia~ ... ~oIlhial 
_: .... .-...& ....... opo&feblhat be ..... _ehla ....... ....a- 01 ..... \ 
pIaN, oDd Ihat ao\y .... ...,..,.. oboaW be _ ...... __ BDcIiab or 
,..,..... 'I'bo _ -1WderIoJ ...... dooI. 01 ,,-•• JocWatioo. at ..... 
limo: we _ boI • _. for .... oupIao, ba& _ 110& aport -"d 
CIOUlmoditiiN- am-I.bere .... alllll"Jdu: _ OIl 'riJ.lace proIeetioD do ... P. 78. j 

• II Lt.. m. do Do '!'be prauabIe ...u. tile preciM pie.....,..; it. nIDI .. 
Io\lowo: \IUe_ ..... q .... _de_1 __ .. _ 

................. ,,",-.10 oIi", .iIIo ......... de '-1N." -. .. t.r-.1aIIoa& 

.......... ,._qO ......... YilIe: .. aaiDI .. _ ... _Io-rillo.i ................. ~ .......... ~ .... Ioar-... .. .....n.at_ .... diu ___ - ...... ""'-, .......... 10 ___ 10_. 

lulu yolaDle ~ .. alII!II' 0(8D0 Us.euU.d eI 4--* u ~ ceo qe Ioar 
...... , ,.... quai lea ................................ iUoeq_" ...... ___ 
lWS • phil p'M&I. ~ •• twqeI pe fUlL 

CoIL 21 
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JlIanner the arguments for the statute as well as the evils to 
which it had givoen rise: the fishermen had great difficulties 
in personally a~tending the public .market at the times it 
was open while also prosecuting their trade; the collecting 
of the purchase-money from all the retail buyers took .UP 
time which they should have spent in fiRhing, and the fishers 
were thus prevented from bringing their fish to that port at 

. all. Besides this, while the statute had thus inconvenienced 
the fishers, it had done little good to the ordinary consupJer'; 
for the middlemen and merchants, or others, no long;r allowed 
to forestall, were now ready to outbid the retail purchaser, 
and buy up the fish for curing, and for transport to distant, or 
export to foreign, markets'. All that could be done to redr_ 
the Yarmouth grievance, was to give the right of selling freely 
to the fishers whenever they came to port, while at the 
same time a prohibition- was put on anyone interfering with 
another buyer while he was bargaining-a piece of trade 
etiquette which is still very generally observed', The 
supplying of a town with fish was a trade in which the inter
vention of middlemen was almost inevitable; the Fishmongers 
in London had regnlated the terms of supply from time 
immemorial in their Hallmoot', and they succeeded in 
obtaining a status which enabled them to exercise extra-. 
ordinary influence in London affairs and national politics'. 

There was also a good deal of discussion about the Assize 
of Cloth, and the action of the aulnager. Tile manufacturers 

. of worsted cloths had been accustomed to make them of 
various lengths from 24 to 50 ells; but the aulnager insisted 
on all the cloth being made in pieces of 24 ells only, which 
did not suit all the buyers so well', They subsequently 
complained that the diversity of wool with which they had 
to work made it impossible to keep any specific standard1, 

and attempts were made to abolish the office of auluager 
1 That foreigners should be more cheaply served with good English &h, and 

lb.e price raised to home eoJlB1lDl8l'8 in CODBeqDeDee, would have been onivenal1y 
regarded .. an evil, for which no cheapeDiDg of imports could eompen.aate (1M
courlle Dj C'DtII1IIOfI Weal, p. &I): and Norfolk men would have a certain jealousy 
ty.s.rds the inhabilanl.l of London. s 35 Ed. ID. 

r ~. P. ~ • .4m:bc:wMtlor.. 0/ C~mere~. 78. The old Cloth Han at Halifax. 
w~lanned With aeparate cubicles WIth • View to 1lDiDterrapt.ed bargaiuiur. 

• Unwin, GiId6 0/ L.o'lWum, 128. • See below, pp.378. S82. 
• Bot. Pad. n. 28 (50). t Ibid. B. 409, No. 1'ii. 
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altogether'; this was not done, but his duties were diff~- A.D. 1807 

entfi defined, and restated so as to suit the views of mer- ::-~~~~&s. 
chants who imported cloth from abroad. According to the 
new scheme, he was to give an authol'itative statement as to 
the length of the cloths exposed for sale, bnt was not to 
insist that goods, which were not up to the old English 
standard measure, shonld be forfeited'. In accordance with 
the liberty thus granted to foreigners a customary assize 
see"\,, to have grown up in different districts, as the later 
statutes ~n the cloth mannfacture insist on defiuite measures 
for all cloths, but on different measures for cloths of different 
make'.' Under the new system there must have been less 
temptation to streteh' short cloths !;() "as to bring them up to ' 
the required standard. 

Though there was little fresh legislation on the suhject, 
there was much organisation connected with the authoritative Autho";' 

weighing of goods. Just as the Libripendes attained to con- 'Jj::i;,.ing. 
siderable importance in the times of the Roman Empire', so 
one, if not more, of the great livery companies seems to have 
come into heing in connec~ion with duties of this kind. The 

. pepperers' had a leading share in nominating the officials 
who were admitted to the office of weighing aver-du-pois', 
and in 1316, they ' made ordinances for weighing. Some of 
the leading men among them appear to have been of Italian 
0ri"ain8, and they certainly dealt in spices and other goods' 

1 Bot. Pan. II. 252, No. 84. I 27 Ed. m L o. 4-
• See below, p. 435 • 
• Mad01, Eu/uqlur, o. XIV. § 16. 
I {forIa JurU Ciflili8, Ind, Do tit. L De tutamentUl)Tdinandi,_ 
S Kingdon, Grocer" AreAiflU, p. mi. . 
'J The origill of the name seems to be indicated in an ordinance of the time of 

Henry m, Quod nullus mercator extr&neus vel 8limr vendat vel emat rJiquod 
... avenom quod ponderari debeat vel tronari Disl per stateram vel tronam oostmm 

(La,. Alb., p. 188). An early dispute on the subject (Bol. Pari. I. pp. 47.882). 
8OOlIl8 to show t.ha.t it 'Y88 used by SpaniBb merchants at Souf.hampton (1290 and 
1814). The origin of this metrical system, with 16 oz. to the lb. is BODl8what 
Obseor6. a closely analogous system baa B1l1"Vived in Hadrid, Lisbon a.ud Marseilles 
(Martini, ManU4k ~ Mdrologia), and there was also an aoalogoQ8 system in the 
Low Countries (Lb. Bruges, Cologne). The pouod of 16 Engliah onocea of 
460 grains. mentioned in Flda (u. c. 11), or of 25 shillings BB it is defined in the 
Statu tum de ~ (6750 graln.a), is possibly a rough appro1imation to the 
present Bover.du-pois pouod of 7000 gra.i.nB. 

8 See above, p. 288, D. 4: 
, The wares weighed by ~"er-d".poi8 are enUmel'Boted in the Libf!f' .Alb"" 

21-2 
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which reached England from the south of Europe;, in 
1345, they uniteci. with the spicerers in forming the Grocers' 
Company,-a hody which exercised a predominating influence 
on London affairs in the latter part of the fifteenth century. 
They may have derived their name from the popular com· 
plaint against them as engrossers, hut it seems possihle that 
they assumed it from their wholesale transactions, en gros', 
or even from their dignified office of weighing by the peso 
grosso'; they came to have charge hoth of the king's anej the 
wool heam·-the statera or the' tr(1Tl8. Their rivals, the 
Mercers, were originally pedlers and retailers of goods in 
small quantities'; their earliest ordinances date from 134.7', 

. and they seem to have' had official cognisance in the City of 
the standards used in retail trade. It has been sugge.ted 
above that the official weighing of wool was one element 
of the organisation of the Staplers'; the Grocers had the 

p. 280, and are distinguished from. "80tils cliosea/' A distinction between "peso 
grosso" and "sottile" BDl'Vived tilll8U a.t Geyoa.; U1e former syatem-whicb 
diftered from the EngJish awr-du-pos#-bei.ng used tor merchandl8e in geueral, 
the latter for retail __ and 1In. gooda: moreen, j .... e1Iero. draggiBlo &lid 

cont .. tioDerll used the latter. Martini, M......z. di MelToIogia, p.~; ... oko for 
Frankfurt. ib. p. 218. 

1 Compare the ose of the word for • wboleaale wine-mercbant, p. 818. 
I Kingdon, GroctJr,· .Archi~. xxxi. 
, "In 1453 the [Grocers) Compony, haring the charge and menagemenl of the 

pnblie scale or Kmg'. Beam, mad •• regnIar _ of charg... It appean thai to 
;rohn Churchman, grocer, who ..... ed the ofII"" of Iherill In 1885, the Inda of 
London 10 indebled for the eotablilhment of the _ Cu\om Boase. Chmchman, 
in the sixth year of Richard n.. built .. house on Wool-wbalf Ke7, in Tower Street; 

, Ward, for lb. tronage or weigbing of wools in the pori of London, and a grant of 
the right of tronage .... made by the King 10 Chan:bman for Iif.. It 10 pr .... blo 
that Churchman being UDab1e of himself to 1Jl8Dag8 10 eonsiderable • COll.C8I'D sa 
the public &cale, obtained the aasiBtance of hill CompaDJ, aod tha the 1I1&Il8(&
ment of the weigh house, and the .ppoinlmen. of the ofII .... belonging to II ....... 
in'" the hands of the Groeen' Compeny." lkporlo' Jlqyal O.....a..ioa .. L_ 
LiI'VY Compaiu (1884), ZHIL pt. ii. 130 . 

• See &hove, p. S2S. D. 9. "Mercer in ancient times W8I the Dame far _ dealer 
in amoIl ......... -.. \ben comprehended aU Ibinga IOId retail by the 
liltle baIan"" or amoIl ocaleo, in contradiolinotion to aU Ibinga .. Id by the boom or 
in -. and incladed, not only toyo, toge_ wilb habenLubery, and nriowI 
o&ber articles CODlleeted with dresa, but &lao 8picee arul drugs; in ahori what: M 
preaent _\oleo tha .1Ock of • eonnlry .bopkeeper. The -. in Ib ... 
perinde of simplicity, chiefty kept \be fain and ...... ulo; for .. e ....." \bat In 
1290, JDel"CftII who attended the French fain for trading. iII lOme iData.n.cee -* OD 
the gronnd 10 aeII their ....... and only paid • half-penny "'n. wbi10l o\benI .. ho 
elevated their goods on l!ltalls paid a penny." Herbert. Litlely CornpGIfiu. p. 230. 

• J. G. Nicholls in JliddIaa ,drd. &e. Trwu .• ~.119. 
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offieial custody of weighing by aver-du-pois .. and the Mercers' A.D. 1807 

dealt by retail in ponderous goods which were weighed -1877. 

by a different system, with a small balance (balancia). It 
is quite clear that before the end of the fourteenth century 
these various merchants were not keeping strictly to their 
own callings. The Grocers had charge of the king's beam, 
~d they also clainted the tronage of wool Parliament 
interfered to insist that each merchant should keep to one 
styl.! of husiness', thougb,.it must have been very difficult to 
define the precise spheres of the Staplers, Grocers and 
Mercers respectively, especially when the latter increased. in 
wealth and began to import goods as well as to retail them. 

It is nnnecessary to observe that the mere existence 
of detailed regulations for export, int port, and internal In ........ 

trade, and the occasional attempt to improve them, must :~. o{g 
have caused terrible incol).venience to the merchant, from rt:::.~ 
the frequent uncertainty of the conditions under which he 
would have to dispos~ of his goods. On the eve of a Budget 
this element of uncertainty may affect those branches of 
trade in which changes of tariff are expected, but it must 
have been infinitely more oppressive in byegone tintes. 

The raising of the revenne affords the one excuse for 
such governmental interference as still survives; but finance 
was so mismanaged in Ed ward's time, as not only to in- Fi"al 

conveuience traders, but to disorganise the whole com- :;::~~ •. 
merce of the country. This was especially the case in those' 
instances where the king obtained supplies not in coin but 
in kind, and traded with it hfmself, or through appointed 
factors. Thus in 1331 the king obtained a grant of wool, /han/< i. 

and the export of other wool was forbidden that he might kind. 

have a monopoly of the foreigu market; though it seems 
that the prohibition was not in force long enough, or , 
that all the profit went to' his factors, as very little gain • . • 
accrued, to the king', In any case the· expedient was of 

1 In the time 01 Edward m. II the Company also appointed a common meter 
of lineD cloth awl Bilk, a common weigher of raw silk and tackle porters to do 
their work at the waterside." Report of Lontlon LW. Oompaniu OOfll'll&U. 
1XXVD. ii.. 2. For the fifteenth centnry see Midtllu= AreA. Soc. IV. 14.0. 

II 37, Ed. UL e. 5. Rot. PMt II. Z17 {2S}, 280 b. See below, p. 882 . 
• Longman, IldlDGrd III. I. 117. . 
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A.D.I807 d'oubtful wisdom; for the interference. with trade wouhl so 
-18n. far reduce the r~gular customs, that little if any profit might 

arise from the extraordinary grants. Besides these attempts. 
at speculation, and the reorganisation of the staple as a 
means of collecting the customs, which has been already 
described, tbere is little in connection with Edward's taxation 
that calls for special attention. 

-no. 102. The reign of Edward III. is distinguished by some 
""""'1/. very remarkable experiments in. regard to the <currency. 

The increasing communication with the Continent would 
bring a greater in1Iux of foreign coin. Edward 1 had tried 
to prevent its getting into. circulation, but his grandson was 
also forced to legislate against importing it. The preamble of 

A.D.18~5. his first statute on the subject complain.. that" divers persons 
beyond the seas do endeavour themselves to counterfeit our 
sterling money of England, and to send into England their 
weak money in deceit of us, and damage and oppreBBion 
of our people';' and as a remedy it provides that none shall 
carry gold or sil;er out of the realm without a license and 
that no money shall be molten to make plate. If the coinage 
were not thus diminished, there would be less temptation to 
introduce coins from abroad, while a special provision was 
made against bringing in counterfeit sterlings and false money. 

c!"~'. King Edward I.' had slightly diminished the weight of 
t~-::::~A'd the English sterling; and as the efforts to keep bad money 
.LD.lBOO .• out of circulation had been unsuccessful', especially during 

the reign of Edward II.', heavy and light money were circu
lating together. As payments were still made by weight 
and not by tale in some cases, a curious fraud was per
petrated by the receiver of the tenth and fifteenth in the 

• diocese of Canterbury, who had selected old and heavy 
pennies to serve as weights, and exacted enough silver to 

. balance them: apparently 25 per cent. more than he ought 
to have received'. With the coinage in such a state, we 

, 9 Ed. m oL Do , Budiug, .d.....u ./ Coi.oage. L !ilL 
, According 10 the ealcnIalioDs at Meaoro Crump and Hagheo Ibe oomplaint. 

of the badnesa of foreign eoiD. were much euggerat.ecl. Ee<MOfflu JqumtJl. T.62 . 
• Boding. AftMU. L?1Y1. BoI. PIIZ'l. L""-
• Radiog. hnall, L 2lL This story IeeIIUI to confirm Hr 8eebohm'. aaggestiOD 

!bat "hen po"..,," " ... made b7 1I'eighl, the7 " .... made In Ibe .. eigh' at th. 
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need not be surpnsed that the better coins continued to he A.i>. 1907 

exported and light and debased coins, known as pollards, -1877. 

croce.rds, scaldings, brabants, eagles, rosaries and others, were 
brought by foreign merchants into England'. Three different \:\ 
expedients were tried in order to"remedy these evils. . 
. a. It was proposed that every merchant should give 

security to bring 408. in plate into the realm for every sack A.D. 1889. 

of wool he exported' •. This was decreed' in the following year, 
though 4t a modified form, requiring only that 138.4d. should 
be thus secured; and: it was hoped that plenty of bullion 
would thus be supplied to the mint. 

b. It was proposed that certain foreign coins, Florins de 
Escu, should have free circulation in this country for sums 
over the value of 408."; this was not done; but after consul
tation with the goldsmiths as to the fineness which should 

carrenl com (.beh~ B ...... , III. 20); and thai pricea nlDllliIled fair9" 
stable because the value 01 silver was slowly rising, 80 that the practical effect of 
climiniahiDg the size of the ooiDs irIS to prevent the fall in nominal priees which 
mut otherwise have 0CClU'l'ed, 80 far as we know the dondiUoDa of the time. 
Professor Thorold Rogers on the other hand 88SDD188 (Economic Inte1prt!lt4tion, 
194) not only that payments were made by weight, but that they continued ta 
be made by the old weights till the time of the Tudors. In IUpport of (his view 
the payments for certain pieces of plate are quoted, but Mr Seebohm's careful 
calculatiODB have shown that these prices would be excessive if reckoned a.coording 
to the old and heavy weights, and that ProfesBOl' Rogers hu greatly underrated 
the value of Bilver in the fifteenth century. His assumption lands UB in several 
other diflleu1ties in regard to the value of silver before the disoovery of America. 
It. also seems to .imply tha.t all payment.a mo.st have '6een made in the same way, 
i.e. by weight, eince the rates by weight. and by tale would ditler 10 much. 
On :Mr 8eebohm'. view there would be no diftlculty in having lOme payments by 
weight and others by tale a8 WB.IIJ actllnUy the ease at the time of the Domesday 
Survey. See below. p. 646. In 10 far as payment of money by weight was 
practised in London in the thirteenth century it Bflems to have been a oumbrous 
lnuIiDeBB. De GAtiquia ~ l4ber, 26. • 

Gold was commonly paid by weight till much later times, aa at fairs ih Ireland 
m tho eighteenth conl11r.r. When HODrJ V.lnsisted that aU gold ohould pose by 
weight (9 H. V. st. !. o. 11, st. D. O. 9) he made no similar provision for lIilveri gold 
was accepted in 1421- by greatly diminished weights, as 6 •. ad. WIS to count for" 
&.. ad. m payment 0/ tho tIfteonth and iAlnth. Ro •• Pari. lV. 151 (10). 

1 Ruding, L 201, gives litUe uplanation of t.heae terms; the coins appear to 
have been made of a white metal which resembled silver. A pound weight of 
'Lnshboumo.· (Luxembourg ooiD.V was OD9" worth eight ohillings, I/o •. Part II. 
160 (16), and IODl8 of the Flemish money appears to have been SO debased that 
a pound of it was only wOlih tony pence. See .d.ppendi:n D . 

• Ro •. Pari. D. 105 (14). 
I 14 Ed. III. L o. 21, and 14 Ed. III. m., 0/. _ Boo. Pari. II. 188 (16) • 
• Rot. Parl. ,D. 105 (14). 
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1\e adopted. and in conjnnction with the people of Flanlklrs1• 

a gold coin waS struck for currency both in England and 
Flanders. and some attempt was made to come to an agree-
ment as to a common silver coinage as well". This gold 
money was not required fdr internal trade. and as it was at 
first somewhat overrated. people were unwilling to receive it 
for silver. In order to retain a supply of good silver coin in 
the country. a proclamation was issued forbidding anyone to 
carry any money. except the newly minted gold. QjIt ctf the 
kingdom; while to meet the convenience of merchants in the 
north it was coined in York as well as in London '. This' 
bimetallic circulation did not answer its purpose. and it gave 
rise to a good deal of internal complaint; bad foreign money, 

A.D. 1846. especially of the coinage of Luxemburg'. continued to find its 
way into England. The Commons complained most bitterly 
of the wrongful gains of those who introduced such money'. 

c. In 1351 the king appears to have been wearied out 
with the struggle t!> maintain the old staudard of coinpge; 
and an entirely new coinage, both of gold and silver, was 
.issued, of the same fineness but of considerably less weight; 
the standard of the money issued was thus reduced towards 
the stand8.rd of the money in circulation '. This was by fur 
the moat sudden change in the value of the current coins that 
had yet taken place. and it caused no little dissatisfaction. 

E",/umg,. Two things are· noticeable as to the actual manner of 
carrying on this business of coining; it was let out from 
time to time to different persons. Similarly the business of 
exchange, which furnished the channel by which the Mint 
might be supplied with bullion. was maiutained as a royal 
prerogative and fanned out to different merchants from time 
to time7

; others might exchange for mutual convenience, but 
..... 185L not for the sake of profit'. Both of these are repetitions, 

• though on a larger scale, of the methods adopted by Edward I.. 
while the regnlation of the g .. ldsmiths· craft', and reliance on 
their advice, also f8C3ll his statute on the subject. 

1 R.I. Paol. D. 131 (14). 
• 18 Ed. m.1L c. 6 • 
• Bot. Pari. Do 160 (15). 
t PoD'. Parle u. 462-
• 17 Ed. mc.1. 

-17 Ed..m 
• Pier. Pw-.., 82 b~ 
• Bailing • .d....z.. I. 2"..a. 
fil25Ed.nL't'.o.l2. 
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Similar monetary difficulties. were felt in other \n.ndeP; A.D.1S07 

the Flemings made a strict law against tM exportation of-
1Bn• 

bullion, and this rendered it impracticable to carry out the 
payments required' 011 each sack of wool imported from 
England. The Scotch coinage was suddenly debased, and 
as it had circulated freely in England, the change caused 
much inconveuience. But there is one point that is well • 
worth attention in this English legislation on the import Bullion 

and expol)t of bullion; it seems to have reference to coin- ::",g .. 
age and coinage alone. There is a desire to • increase the' 
money' of the country, and therefore to get more bullion, 
which should go straight.to the mint and be coined, hu~ 
no hint of trying to amass t'reasure; the plate which wat! 
to be brought in for each sack would do little more than 
serve to pay th-e customs, it would not pay for the wool. 
The effort to prevent the influx of inferior money is 
as constant and persistent as the effort to prevent the 
export of the good coins. On the other baD.d there was no 
objection to the good gold. money, which hardly circulated 
internally, being exported', and merchants were allowed to 
re-export money which they had not spent in goods'. When, A.D. 1S,S 

later in the reign, the export of gold and silver was pro
hibited an exemption was still made in the ca..e of those who 
imported fish', who might apparently carry mouey away with 
them if they liked. Edward III. dealt with the question asl 
a mere matter of the circulating medium; he lived before 
the times of bullionists or mercantilists, arid his experiments 
and regulations are unaffected by the prejudices which arose 
later, and which we have outgrown. 

103. The reign of Edward III. also furnishes us with 
the first of an important series of statutes defining the hours 
and wages of the labouring man. These had not of course B,gu/<dion 

been unregnlated np to this time; the custom of each manor', w"agu. 
and the ordinances of the gilds in each town had hitherto • 
sufficed; but in the presence of the terrible plagne which 
swept over England !n 1349', the frame of society and 

1 Rot. Parl. D. 202 (16). i Ibid. u. 18'1 (14). 
I 27 Ed. m D. c. 14. • 88 Ed. m. I. C. 2. 
Ii B. H. Putman·, E,voreement oftke Statut" of Labo,wer&J 166. 
e The c:our~ of the plague fJ:om the East baa beeD graphically told by Dr 
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~he ordinary instruments. of social authority were entirely 
shattered and 'it was necessary for the central government 
to interfere. This is the principal case, during the reign of 
Edward III., in which Parliament took over a department 
of regulation that had heen hitherto left to local hodies'; 
they were thus carrying out the policy of Edward I. in 
another direction, as well as continuing to work on lines he 
had already laid down. . 

Of the ultimate effects of the Black D"'1th' 'in its 
successive visitations' and the impulse ill gave to far-reaching 
social changes it will be necel!Sary to speak helow, hut a few 
words may be said .... to the extent of its ravages at first. 
The terror which it caused is noticeable in the extraordinary 
change which was brought about in the !Jrlistic represen
tations of death about this time: the horrors of the actual • 
visitation can certainly not be described, nor, for that matter, 
easily inlagined. It has been argned tbat about half the 
population of tngland was swept away by this visitation; 
and though we are tempted to treat the estimates of con
temporaries as exaggerated because of the horror which the 
new and sudden death caused, they appear less inlpossible 
when the records of the time are examined'. The chief of 
these, for larger areas, are the records of the institutions of 

Creighton (Kpi<kmil;l, L 142). He appears 10 be mistaken In oupposiDg \ha~ 
D.M ..... wae aclaally on board \ha veaeel which brough, \ha lDIec1ioD 10 G ...... 
(Gaequel, G,"" Putil ..... ~ D.) 

1 Compare the regulations far Builders In London, Appendis A; also .in the 
lime of Edward L, IM>er 0"". IL W. 

I A good IC.C011Ilt of the cansea, Dature, and character of this diJeue ...... en .. of 
its moral eftec&8 is to be found in Hecker'. EpUkmi" of eM Middle ~gu, pp. 1-
66. Part of the horror it eauaed wu due to the I1ldden and UDGpeICled ouibreaD . 

• Creighton, Epi<kmiI;o, I. 202 f. In an IospaimDo by Edward IV. of ""_ 
pa_ of Heor,y VL \ha Impcmoriohm ... 1 of W_ is uc:ribecllo \ha repealed 
p1ogoes;_ ...... Uttoogh frequenl p1ogoes and withdrawals of cilizeJuo and mer· 
c1umllllO _ by \ha dcc ...... 1ioD of el ...... __ cIl1lrcheo and 987 

hooaes within the last fifty yean that it u. quite ttnable to pay Ul8 fee farm rent 
of 100 marks." Kilcbio, Wiodauter (D ....... T ...... ), P. 174-

• The eviclcoCe I .. clli!ereol __ and ec:cleoiaoIica1 bcnueo In England 

hae been care!alIy _ by Dr CreighIoD (EpidDniu, 1.123), and m«a aha .... 
tive1y by 11. GaoquI (Or"" p...a....), who hae eonccled an __ of 
..Ioabls malerial. BiB "ork ....... 10 bring out \ha Ioog""'- _ of \ha 
plagae, and lbe _ of \ha """'"'7 from 1111 dcrt'atIII_ The CODdiIioD of 
Florcmceandolher Ua1isoclru., _ baa been """117"""-by Dr Kowoleaki. 
is _ODIly aoaIogooo 10 .. hal ... read of J!ogIaocI. 
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c1ergy.·to benefices'; for particular villages, the records of A.D. 1307 

the court rolls'. While the former seem to 'show that with -1877. 

all allowances for the ordinary death rate, more thau half 
the parish priests died during the year, the latter give us 
instauces where whole villages were practically annihilated. 
We shall not be far wrong in saying that nearly half of the 
population' waS swept away at this time'. 

I Jesaopp, T1uJ Coming of the Friar., 193. I See .A.pp,nig B. 
~~ resparches 01 Dr ~reigbtol1 and F. Gasquet tend &0 eonftrm. this 

• A Dl11Ch greater ctifticolty ari8es if we try to estimate DO' the proportion but the 
number of deaths; that is to calculate the total population'at the time. This has 
led to • CODtro .... sy between Mr Seebohm ODd Prof. Thorold Rogers (, .. <nightly 
BefJie1D. JL m. IV.). The latter discontinued the discuB8ion on the ground that no 
time .. is lost more thoroughly &han that devoted to arguing on matters of tact 
with a disputant who has no facts but only very Bb'ong convictions" (Siz 
Ceflturie.,1l7). Hr.Seebobm had argued that the tu: rolls of 1877, which give a. 
population of about 26 millions. represent pretty closely the population lIB left by 
the Black Death, since the return of the plague in 1861 and 1869. and the unsettled 
condition of the time had probably left litUe room for any iuerease of population 
betw .... 1S50 and 1877: ha therefore BDpposes that the popolalioD before the BIa.k 
Death may have been Ave millions (F~ightlU BevletD, II. 158, IV. 89). Professor 
Thorold Rogers holds that the population had recovered from the ravages of the 
plague in the twenty-five years which immediately succeeded, because he cannot 
admit that medifeval England had the means of supportmg a larger number. 
The reasoDS for assigDing this limit are,' his conviction tha.t the popo1ace lived 
practically on whea~ and that the area. of other cerea.la SOWll may be neglected for 
ibis purpose. Be refers taibe .tt •• of Brw.4, which indeed only mentions whea~ 
but which supplied the basis from which the price of bread of other grains could 
be ca1cn1a.ted (see .Appendim .A). But oatmeal and other cereals than wheat were 
commonly used fdr food. In the allowances provided for various servants, the 
reeve-had equal quantities of wheat and rye, the other DUm had more rye than wheat 
(DeuloD, Fif'unth C",rury, 817). Stell .. (E"II. Loh~ 284) iDsisls Ih.~ 
Bogen' argument only applies to the countiea in the IOUth and east, and thAt 
wheat did not become the common food of the people in the north and west till & 

later date. The caSe against Rogers' view is put more strongly by Savino, in Ozfortl 
Btntiie., I. 199. The area of food-producing land may therefore be taken 8R much 
larger thRn that which Professor Rogera a&SUmee (Seebohm, Fortrtightlg Bef1ilnD, 
IV. 98); ~ haBfailed to show that ive milliona was an impouib1ept.pnlation in 1846. 

Profeaaor Thorold Rogen also adopts another line of argument, and works back· 
ward from the time of He1l1'1 vn. and Elizabeth, when the population may be 
put at between two or three millions. and expresses a conviction that ae there had 
been no change in agricultural production, population could Dot have been larger 
lD 1846. Bot there was a great alteration for the worse during the :ftfteenth cen
tury: sheep farming W81 BObstituted for tillage in many placea, a ehange which 
Profe88Gr Rogers postdates by a considerable period, as he underrates its importance 
batore the time of Elizabeth (see below, p. 463 n.). Besides, the south-east of 
Kent, to which be spoci!illy refers, was exposed to attack from 'Enemies,' wbfie 
there I.e some reason to believe that the soll was more wausted (Denton, 
FifUeftt1a Oentury, 153). If under these circmn8taDces of deoreased tillage and 
&;Teater insecurity a population of two and a half millions eould be snstllined 
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A.D. 1807· As one immediate result there was great difficulty in 
;~~:~ 0/ getting labourers; the difficulty was aggravated in those 
labo..,.. eases where the tenants had died off and the lords were left 

with large holdings on their hands and no means of workiug 
them; while they lost the predial services of these deceased 
tenants on the home farm. There was consequently an 
immensely increased demand for hired labourers at the very 
time when their numbers were so much thinned, and it 
seemed as if the agriculture of the country was ~mPIetely 
ruined. A very vivid picture of the widely spread disaster is 
given in the story of a Cambridgeshire chantry at Bottisbam. 
Sir Thomas Ched worth had endowed it in 1348, but he 
found in 1351 that the estate which was intended to support 
two secular priests was only sufficient for one, 80 greatly 
had the revenues declined. The new instrument by which 
the original deed of foundation was altered states that owing 
to the vast "mortality of men in those days ••. lands lie 
uncultivated in many places, not a few tenements daily and 
suddenly decay and are pulled down, rents and services 
cannot be levied nor the advantage of them generally had 
can be received, but a much' smaller profit is obliged to be 
taken than usual'." 

under the Tudors. the Dumbers .,-the beginning of theofourteentb eeota:r:J' might. 
have been considerably larger. . 

The results, which are of • somewhat negative ehara.cte:r, may be atated .. 
follows: (I) that the population W88 pretty uearlylltationary at. oYer two miIJionI 
:bom 1377 till the Tudors. (2) &hat eirctunataneee did not favour npid iDereaae of 
population between 1850 IIDd 1377, (8) that the eoa:ntry .... noi mcapable 01 
SUltaiUing .. much larger population in the earlier pari of Ed.ard m'. reign &baD 
it could maintain iu the time ol Henry va 

1 llai1stoue., Hinory of BoIIWalA. 278. In &he manor 01 Blaekmere In 8hrop. 
Ihirc there were three millt .·bieh uecl toO be wor1h 20 marca, bu. DOW' they are 
worth oaIy ball that IODl. by ....... 01 tha cIeIec& 01 grinding ... _t of tile 
pestil..... At Doddiugtou two ........... 01 land _ to be .. orth 60 BhiIliDgo, and 
DOW the said jurors know not bow to extend the said land becaue the famali and 
senieDtes are dead, and no oue is willing to hire the land.. The water mill ia IIDDk 
flo ... 90 ahiIIinp to 6,11 ........ tile _to ore dad. 0 ..... and Blakowa;r'a 
SJw.,~. i 165. Very IIUID1 oimiIar _ .... gi."" by F. GuqaeL 

An /upm.uu of a _ at SimDD, Biohop of Ely (dated 12 Sept. lB65). 
regarding the porish cIJm<he8 of All Seinto and S. em... of Combridge, ..... tile 
'tulle, ......no &hat tha parWUonen of All Sainto ... tar the _ pan dead by 
~ awl thoae that. are aliTe are lODe 10 &he ~ of other ebarehee; 
and that the pariBbiooera 01 S. Gilea'. have died; and Ihat the DaTe 01 AU 8ain&a 
is ruinooa, and the boDea 01 dt:ad bodiee are upoaed to the beu&e; and he 1lDit~ 
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While the plague was actually raging Parliament could A.D}.30T 

not meet', but a proclamation was at once jssued' by the·;.!!~;" .. 
king with the ad vice of ce~ prelates and nobles. of which =.':.' IMp, 

All Saints and S. Giles. .A.pp. 10 Si;t;th Beport of fJommiuion on Hi,tOJica/. MBS., 
299. Bee also DlUlSton In Norfolk. Buokling'. Su,-.l". I. 195. 

Some interesting information as to the plague in Lancashire is obtainable from 
8. document in regard to claims for probate duty, as well as the administration of 
the estates of persons who had died intestate. It was printed by Yr A. G. Little 
in the EtrgliiA HillorWJl Review, 1890, p. 624, 1891, p. 159. 

On the enrolment of wills in London see Sharpe, Wills, xxvii.. Hany orphans 
died ill I!a.nd"i.b. and \be Mayor as truBlee bad to make opecia\ lIl'l'Otlgemeuta for 
their properly. Lyon, DOtJer, D. 806. 

Walsiugham (Rid~ L 273) puts the mortality at more than half, and mentions 
the common opfnion that not a tenth of the people were left alive. The numbers 
given for Leicester seem to be exaggerated, unless they cover a period of years 
(Bateoon, lh ...... • , 'M B ...... 1 ., Lri<u ..... D. p. Wv.); Enygbton .tatea 
(D ..... Bmp""". 2599) \bel 880 died In \be little parish of 8. Leonard, mora 
than 400 in S. Crose. and more &han 700 in S. Margaret's parish; his account of 
the ravages of the plague in Southern Europe and the Eut is also interesting. 
There 'Wall f~erly au inscription in the Church at Great Yarmouth which 
reckoned the deaths there at 'l,OS:!. Weaver'. Fumrcd Monu1Jlenta, 862. 

A similar record has been preserved about Bodmin. In registro aptid Bodmin 
Eeclesia frAtnm minonm Magna p6stilencia per .vniuersum mundnm Inter Sara
eenos quam pe.ganos at pollee. inter Christian08 Incepit primo in siDgulis eirea 
Xalend' August' et parum ante nativitatem domini Intrauit villam Bodmine vbi 
mortui fuenmt circa Mille quingentorum per pestilenciam Et Domerus tratrum 
delonctorum vt (1) in capitulo generali lugduo' celebratum anna christi 1551 vsque 
ad aliud sequens capi~ulum generale fuerunt de ffr&tMbus tresdecim milia. octingenti 
octoginta tres exceptia se:r. ~riiB. ltiflerary of Wi1lio.m of Worooster, Corpus 

~~o~i~:l·:'::14~e;~:';::;P~llding ata~ of things in other countries is 
worth comparing. A good deal of evidence for Italian towns has been collected by 
Dr. Kovalevakyinhis artiole in the Z. f. Social· und Wirthschaj'tlguchichfe, 1895. 
In France a great OrdonDan.ce deliliDg with all matters of trade and industry was 
issued in 1550, which contains the following cla.UB6 (Tit. 62, Art. 281): Nulle per •. 
sonne qui prenne argent pour BOD sa10ire pour journ.ee. on pour sea muvres, on 
pour marchandise qu'iI face de 8& main, on face faire en SOD hostel pour vendre. et 
dcsquela iI D'est ordOllD6 en eea presentea ordonnances, De poarra pour sa journee, 
salnire, au deniers, prendre que Ie tien plus de ce qu'll prenolt avant 1& mortaJiU, 
BIll' les pemsdessus contenUl. Ordonnancu des rois de France de la troisihne nICe, 
n. p. 5'17. From Levasseur's account it seems that the chief difficulty in France 
lay with the gilds of artisans who abont this time endeavoured to insist on monopoly 
rates for all work done by craftampn. Clalses ouvrih-es. I. p. S96. 

In England the disturbance of prioea eJfected all persons who lived on fixed 
incomes, and appears to have been severely felt by Parish PriestS, whose demands 
for increased fees and paymeIltu were met by a statute in 1562. 86 Ed. m. o. B. 

I 28 Ed. ill. The plAgue first attracted attention in London as a public 
danger at the very end of 184B, as tho meeting of Parliament had to be postponed 
(Rymer, Fmdera, m. L 168). The proolamation about wages wb issued, according 
to the copy printed in the Statute Book, ou IB June 1849 i in Rymer it is placed in 
1650, which would hnve allowed a. very long time to elapse without any interven .. 
tion (If'<>>dera, m. 1. 198). Parliament did not meet t.ill February 1851. 
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A.D.1807 the preamble states that .. many seeing the necessity of 
-1877. I masters and gt;eat scarcity of servants will not serve unless 

: they get excessive wages," and that consequently the land 
! can be scarcely tilled. Everyone, free or villan, who can 
i work and has no other means of livelihocd, is not ·to refuse 

/

' to do so for anyone who offers the accustomed wages; each 
lord is to have the preference in hiring the men on his own 
estate, but none is to have too many men for his work; 
no labourer is to leave his employment before the speci~ed 
time; nor to receive more rations or wages that/" he .lid in 
the twentieth year of the king and the common years before 
that; none are to give or take more wages in town or 
country,-for the proclamation mentions saddlers, skinners, 
tailors, smiths, carpenters as well as farm labourers,-subject 
to definite and severe penalties. After thus enjoining the old 
terms with respect to wages, the proclamation insiste on 
reasonable prices for victuals and all the necessaries of life; 
and announces a strict penalty against valiant beggars who 
though able to work preferred to· wander about as tramps, 
while those who gave them support were to be imprisoned; 
this and a previous clause seem to imply that there was some 
system organised by the labourers to enforce their demands: =.,... Subsequendy the same regulations were enacted by a statute', 

..... 1351./insiSting on the accustomed w&/l"es for work of various kinds, 
-mowing, reaping, threshing, the labour of carpenters, 

1\ masons, plasterers, their servants, tilers, and carriers, as well 
as shoemakers and other crafismen,-and at the same time 
decreeing a limit for the price of com and other victuals. and 

..... 1857. ! insisting on the use of the old measures. Strenuous efforts 
were mad!, by the appointment of special justices to bring 
these measures into opemtion2, the sums obtained in the form 
of penalties offered a new source of revenue, and were at first 
applied to the relief of existing tax"tion'. In the year 1360 
the penaltiCil were rendered fur more severe, 88 labourers and 
artificers were no longer to be merely fined but imprisoned 
without the option of bail; those who broke their agreement 
and went into pother country were to be outlawed, pursued 
and branded with F .. for their falsity"; while towns 

1 25 Eel. m. at. u. c. L • B. H. Putmau, op. <it. 15. • Ibid.l.U6. 
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where runaways were harbonred were to be fined tent.fSl~~ 
)()undSJ:. 
, There are very many interesting points to be noted in Poli<yof 

. . Ia . I had d·'" t·d . .""dating ,egard to this legts tlOn. t two lUeren B1 eS,-m ""'11" ""~ 
,he first place it tried to fix fair rates of wages, and in the p".",.
!econd to insist that men should do work if it was offered 
~hem and not become vagrant tramps; this second object of 
~he statute marks the beginning of a great part of our 
legi&lation in regard to the poor-not the destitute poor, but 
~he 'v;'liant beggars '-and it has been much less criticised 
than that which fixed the rates of wages. But as in the 
case of the legislation for trade, so in regard to these 
regulations for wages, there is need ,of a warning against 
trying to judge about the fact. of the time, unless we first 
attempt to comprehend its ideas; it is difficult to agree with 
Mr Seebohm' and other writers in thinking that it was 
unjust to try to prevent wages from being determined by 
<JOmpetition, when the prices of goods were not so determined. 
Prices were then so closely. connected with wages, that the,e 
seemed to be good ground for expectin$ that if wages were 
forced back to their old level the abnormal prices wO\lld no 
longer be demanded. Both the proclamation and the subse-
quent statute attempt to regulate prices and wages together, 
both in town and country districts, and to go back to the time 
when normal rates had ruled'. Under these circumstances it 
is not reasonable to denounce these statutes as tyrannously 
oppressive towards the Iabonring classes. 

In spite of the strenuous efforts to enforce them, the 
statutes do not seem to have been very successful in driving 
back the rate. of wages. Competition for labour, was keen ; 

1 84 Ed. m. co. 9, 10, XL • Formightly Bef1iew, D. 278 . 
• OMonu:le6, 1848. Contemporaries remarked on the varintioI1ll of price •. 

llnder 1887 Holinahed notes. "The HiDg sought by all waiea posaiblti how to recover 
mobie, both to supplie biB charges for the 8cotish wars and also to furnish the 
.other wars which he meant to take in hand against the French King: he got 80 

much into his hands that it W88 verie scaot and hard to come by throughout the 
whole relllme: by reaSOD of which acarsitie and want of monie, or upon some 
-.other pCOO5Sa1"ie cause, vitt.els and other ohafler and merchandize were uceeding 
.clu~.peJ" u. p. 605. When peace was made in 1848 and wealth poured into 
England, 80 that most U English maides and matrons were bedecked and trimmed 
up in French womens jewelJj and apparel" (BoUnahed, D. p. 649), the drain of 
.cowage would cease and price8 would balikelJ to rise; the simultaneous reduction 
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~PS7~:m .and wages were not kept at the statutory level thoug~ they 
were" kept fOJ; ten years at a lower level than would have 
resulted from a regime of fre"e competition 1 "; and they also 
gave employers an increased hold over labourers who went off 

(before their term of service was .up'. But the shock to 
\\society brought about a greater mobility of labour on the 
whole, and the era of competitive wages had begun. Parlia
ment failed in the attempt to go back to the old customary 
conditions; and began to make persistent efforts to orJlanise 
a new system of reasonable wages, and regulated ~rices to be 
enforced by central a.uthority. It is by a curious irony that the 
nineteenth century, which under ordinary circumstances ac
cepted competition with all its severe pressure on the weak 
as the only possible method of adjusting wages, a.nd which 
familiarised us with the countless oppressions of the poor 
labourer by contractors and sweaters, should have been 80 

much shocked at the men who .refused to regard competition 
as a satisfactory means of determining wages, and who en
deltvoured-with little succ_ indeed, but still honestly-to 

Oraft 
gilM. 

caiculate wages that ~hould be faii-. . 

• \\ IV. CRAFT GILDS. . 

104. No indultrial institution in the Middle Ages has 
attracted more interest than the craft gilds, but though a 
considerable mass of documentary evidence is available for 
the study of their practice and powers, there has been a 
curious conflict of opinion in regard to many fundamental 
questions about them. Increased investigation of local 
archives will doubtless throw fresh light on points which 
are still unsettled; but in order to read aright the evidence 
at present available, it is necessary to resist the temptation 
of the size ofJhe coins wonlil of eourse make these lIaeluations more strikinA'. 

Another Buthor recognised the CODDedion betweep &he continued demands of 
the labourers aud the advance of prieee which W88 due to lhe depreciation of tbi 
coinage in 1351. WillcJmus de Edyngdon8 excogitarit et fecit in&culpi Dovam 
monetam~ scilicet grossw:n et dimidium grossom sed heec eranl minoril ponderis 
quam correspondeo. summa sterlingonun. Qua! rea fnU expofi oceaaio. qnod 
vidualia sive mereimouia fuere per totam Angllam magis cara. Ope-rarii ... ero et 
.rtiftcea Be servien~ proiJule ca1lidinrelf e&; fraadulentiorea IIOli&o IUIlt e1lfrli. 
'rllOJDaS of Wabingbam, Hi.t . .tf,.,. I. :.1:76. 

1 B. R. PULwaO, 01. cit. 221. • Ibid. 195. 
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to seek for. parallels with the policy of modern Trades' AJ). 1307 

Unions', and to beware of pressing the similarities betwee; -1377. 

English craft gilds and their continentsl analogues too 
closely'. It may be worth while to recall the conclusions 
already ststed as to the earlier history of the towns before . 
going into any detsile ·about those industrial organisations. 

Some reason has been adduced above for believing that Thd! 

·craft gilds (or corps de mitierp) existed in the Norman,:' 
FleIDish aud German towns in the twelfth century, and 
were -first "introduced into this country as royally authorised 
organisations among alien artisans settled in English towns. 
They appear to have been in occasional conflict with the 
-town authorities, but by the beginning of the fourteenth 
century the causes of disagreement seem to have been set 
at rest; and' the Mayor of London had succeeded in ests
blishing authority over the Weavers' Gild in 1300'. From 
that time onwards gilds were organised among the inhabitsnts 
who worked at one craft, with the consent and approval of the 
municipal government, and were utilised for certain purposes 
of police and regulation by the town officials. 

But though the craft gild 8eems to have been of foreigu FG"'~!o 
extraction, the circumstsnces of the English towns in which :~~ 
it had tsken toot must have greatly affected its growth. gl<UWl. 

In German towns in the eleventh century there were privi-
leged merchants who carried on foreigu trade'. They were 
not a very large class', but they.had a position of superiorjty 
in' the towns, and in the thirteenth century these wealthy 
merchants made an oppressive use of their powers. In 
England there does not appear to have been any correspond-
ing native class in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries', as 

1 As e.g. in lli Howell's Tradu Unionl. The distinction.is ~bly drawn 
by Mr and Mrs Webb, and the opinion that the modern Unions had an historical 
,coIlW!etion with the old gi.lda is c1isproved. Biftory of Tradu Untorn..m, 14-

:a This appean to me to be a. defect in Dr Brent.&no's Essay in the Introduction 
&0 ToulmiD. Smith's Eng,"! Gilds j B work which deservedly attracted mueh .tten
tiOll, and inlIoenced the treatment adopted by Mr J. R. ClTeen and others. 

, Lib. Out. 121. The new ordinances which were then eata.bliahed. providing 
for \he reception of weavers from abroad (0. 14), and in regard ~ the court (eo. 12 
and 23) are nol COlJUIlODiy loand in gild regu1a1ion&. Compare aI80 Ibid. 416 seq. 

10 Begalium institorea nrbiam. Lappenbarg, Hamb. Ur.bmtUabuoA, I. p. 66. 
ri Nitzach, MinNterialit4' tmd Bfirgrium, p. 209. 
II See above. pp. 189, D. 6. and 223, D. 1. 

C. H. 22 



338 REPRESENTATION AND LEGISLATION. 

A·.D. 1:107 .so much of the foreign trade was done by aliens. A class of 
-1377. wealthy Londen dealers had grown up in the fourteenth 

century, and they formed organisations of their own, like the 
Fishmongers, Grocers, Mercers, Drapers and Vintners' com
panies' ; but in many towns craft gilds had taken shape 
before special cl .... es of dealers in wares were organised, and 

. without being subjected to the hostile influences' of which 
the artisans in Flemish cities complained'. 

As distinguished from the twelfth century weave'" gilds, I which took their anthority from the Crown, the· fourteenth 
I century craft gilds were created with the approval of the 
I civic authorities, and controlled by them. Some friction may 
, have occasionally occurred in the differentiation of craft gilda 

F~ and delegation of authority·. A very early instance of the 
i!:~.. formation of such a craft gild is found in connection with 
gild. the lorimers, who did the smith's work for bits and other 

harness: .. These are the provisions which the forgers of 
lorimery in London' have provided by the common counsel 
of them all, and with the assent of Sa: William FitzRichard, 
the then Mayor of London, and the otber barons of the same 
city, for the amendment and relief of tbe mistery' and tbe 
bonour of tbe city, and for the abating of all guiles a'nd 

u. 1261. trickery.~ They insist on tbe Saturday half-boliday and 
varion. otber bolidays; they provide against tbe enticing 
away of apprentices. and fix the terms on which apprentice. 
may be taken and strangers received to work. .. Tbese i 
provisions aforesaid to hold and to keep all those of tbe 
mistery have sworn, and before the Mayor aforesaid and the 
barons of the city bave granted; and, for the greater surety, 
all the maoters of the mistery and the wardens likewise have 
confirmed this writing with the impress of their seals." 

I See above. p. S"A. below, p. 882. 
t In some Italian towna &be indastriaJ. companiee appecr &0 have been 

organieed for public convenience. The Lucca st&ta.* of 10 mow the' the silk· 
kadea and &he wool·weaTer8' trade were onder the aot.horUy of the Merebante 
(..hell. Stor.lttJl. 1. Doe. p. 58). but .. early .. 1255 • corporatioD. of mlk-dyen 
_ and hod their eomposilioD apprond (Bioi, I Locdtu<. Y""':'" L 58) and 
the weavers had acorporaaioD (mliVenD.tu) of their own ill lB20Uld 1368 (lb. L 68). 

a The hi-,. 01 CaYen"7 aIIorda. &trikU:Ig ill_; & boUn' gild ..... body 
which mn es..iaa--wu aothoriaed by 1.he town authorities ill 1208. W. G. FreUon. 
¥....,..;"u of"'" BoJun' Goild. Oooauy. in Mi4-E.,u...d ,lIan:h lll8O). p. m . 

.. Bateeon, ~ T".,. lkcorth. Lxxxi ... 
• Libu C.ut. n. W. • ~rium., no& I""'"UI ..... 
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The doings of the cordwainers are also of interest-A.D. 1807 

• Wh~ many good folks cordwainers of the<Jit,Y of London 0::17
• 

have given to understand unto John Ie Blount, Mayor, and ::-;'''f.oo. 
unto the Aldermen of the same city, that some persons of 
their trade work false things-that is to say, mix basil' with 
cordwains, and ca.Ifukin with cow"kin, and cut out shoes of 
basil, of ca.lfskin, and of dogskin and sell the same to knights 
and other great lords of the land for cordwain and kid: 

~ 4nd that many of the mistery trade with denizens and 
strangers, :nd are not freemen or sworn to the franchise, to • 
the great scandal of the craft and the damage of the common 
people of the land, rich I!,Ild poor; and it is ordained, as for a 
long time heretofore it has been provided and established, 
that those who shape and make shoes shall mix no manner 
of leath~r with other, but shall make them wholly of one 
leather, &c. : 

" And for the maintaining and performing of these points 
there are chosen four proved men of the mistery ... who are 
charged to go each month' at least, and at all times wheu 
they shall hear that there is necessity, tl!roughout the trade 
and make search; and the arf;icles they shall find made 
and mixed they. shall take and bring into the chamber of 
the Guildhall, to take their award before the Mayor and 
Aldermlln according to the law and the usages of the City 
of London. 

I "And the said four men are charged upon their oath that 
all the names of those who become master cordwainers and 
others makers of shoes, aud who trade with denizens and 
strangers, who are not sworn to the franchise--that such 
'names they shall present unto the Chamherlain of the com
munity, to be shown untQ the Mayor and the Aldermen .... 

"And it is .forbidden that the servant workmen in 
cordwaining or . others shall hold any meeting to make 
provision which may be to the prejudice of the trade and 
to the det;.riment of the common people, under pain of 
imprisonment'." 

1 Ft-ench, Buen, inferior leather made from sheepskin (Riley) . 
• A tawed leather made In lmIta_ 01 thai 01 Cordova In SpaiD, _ 

probably to tha modern moroeoo leathar (lIiloy) . 
• Lilnf" Cut. n. 640. Compare also Riley, Memoriall. for artio1es of Armoureta, 

22-2 
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A.D. 1307. The ordinances of the London crafts were enrolled in the 
:;~!~:'. to City records, and alterations were only made hy the City au
~:th~i~. thorities1 ; the oath of the masters and wardens', as w:ell as the 

attempts of the civic authorities to strengthen their hands', 
, testify to the fact that these industrial bodies exercised their I powers under the constant and friendly supervision of the City 
I authorities. The people of Exeter were careful to preserve 
full control over the cordwainers' gild; for they compelled 
them to deliver up their powers every year to th<; ~own 

• authorities, and to pay a fine for having them" renewed'; 
and tbe evidence of the compositions, or annual agreemems 
between the town autborities and the gilds, which survive 
for one place' or another, illust";'tes . the care that was 
taken to maintain complete control over the gilds. In the 
case of tbe building trades generally, it appears tbat the 
Mayors and Aldermen did not encourage the formation of 
gilds, bnt kept powers of direct regulation in their own 
hands'; they were also always ready to put down self-con
stituted authorities'. 

In the above cases we see that the craft gilds received 
authorisation from the municipal officials'; where the town 
had no real pghts of self-government, the. craft gild might 
derive its authority from the lord of the manor, as was 
the case with the Cutlers' Company of Sheffield in its early 
p.l45; Petterers, p. 159; Girdlera, pp. 154, t16; Tapieer8, p.179; CDttera. p. 217; 
Spurrier&, p. 2-26; Whittawyera, p. 232; Bea~ p. 237; Haiters. p. 239; 
PewtererB,p.241; Gloven,p.245; Shearmen,p.147; Furbiaherl,p.268j Braelera:. 
p. i17; Masons, p. 280; Farriers. p. 292; Wuchandlera, p. 800; Plamben, p. 321; 
Bowyer&, p. 848 (a peeuHarly tall ......,,1); HabenIaahen, p. 8M; BIacbmjU,.. 
p. 861; Seri ........ p. 872 (tall _); Barbers, pp. 894, 606 (full """"""to); 
Fotmders, p. 512; Flet.chers, p. 566; Limnere, p. 667; FOJ'C8IIIakerI, p. 663; 
BruierB. p. 625; Stringers, p. 634. 1 haTe &hought: it; worih while to eDUIDeJ'a&e 
theBe cases; no& ODe giTes any iwlicatloD. of the oppreasioD which g eommmdy 

. 11]>0.... of, and &h4 llCOOonto 01 all confirm,' or '" _ hannonile wIIh, Ihe 
1lta&emaDt.a in the ten. 

• See ad<litions made for Cord~ BIley, M.......u.u, 891; for euu.n. Ibid. 
439; Blaeksmiths, Ibid. 568 •• 

I Liber A1.bw, L 627. • Ibid. L 49l. 
• Toolmin SmiIh, E"IIlw. Gilb, 11M. • 
• Hull. Iamhen, T100 Thoman4 Y...... -borJ. HibbeJ1, I.jIu, ... 0/. 

Gila... II Webb, 7'radu Urtiom...8. " , 
• See !he ..... of Hugh !he Limebttruer. BIley, M-w..174. 
• Compare oIso !he .... blishment of • toiJon craft by !he KaTor 01 NorIIwupo 

Ion m~. ~ B..,,,,uoj X ... __ L i76. 
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&Y.81
.' . When the industrial. monopolies were effectivelY,. 1807 

r,ontrolled by local. authorities, as was seCured by the 1577. 

administrative system at Bristol', there seemS to have been 
little trouble; but disputes arose in cases where any gild of 
craftsmen Claimed to be independent of local authority. This . 
had probably been the real reason of the disagreement between . 
the twelfth century weavers and the towns; and difficulties 
of the same sort arose "again and again where aliens were 
introdnced ,into a town under royal protection. The Flemish 
weavers, who were .introduced under Ed ward IlL, did not at 
once fall into line with the established crafts. The London 
weavers were anxious to retain a monopoly', and they would 
in any case be unwilling to have so many skilled intruders 
settling among them'. When they had to submitto accept 
the Flemings as neighbours, they tried to force them to 
belong to the Weavers' Gild '. This the king refused 
to allow; but subsequently the Flemings and Brabanters 
organised an alien Weavers' Gild of their own, with the 
approval of the Mayor and Aldermen, and the quarrel was 
set at rest when the civic jurisdiction was fully recognised '. . 

The same sort of difficulty, from the incomplete control of BorgM 

the local authorities, occurred in other towns besides London, ~~,aft 
and the Commons complained in 1376 that many of the 
Mayors of burghs were prevented from exercising their office 
thoroughly, by the special charters which had been granted 
to certain misteries, and prayed that these special charters 
might be rescinded so that the hands of the local powers might 
be strengthened'. In one instance-that of the tailors of 
Exeter-the difficulty cropped up in the time of Edward IV.', 
owing to the special charter they held from th~ king, which 
enabled them to defy the municipality. 

1 Hunter's Hallarmh'r~ (Gatty), p. 150. The Oyster.cJredgers of Faversham, 
who are said to date trom the time of Henry n., 801'., described as governed by 
salutary laws and amenable to courts appointed by the Lord of the Manor. P,e.u. 
nant. JOU'I"MU to Ide of Wight, I. 97. 

t BickleYI Little Red Book of B';8tol, ni. 
8 They apparently were guilty of abusing their privUegesto their own advantage 

e.g. by refuswg to admit qualliled strangers. RUey, Lwt'l' OUBtum.424. ' 
• Ashley. Englilh Woolltn Industrv. 47. Delpit. Oolkction. OLXVm. 
6 Madox. Firma Burgi. 288. G Riley. MtmOriah, 806, 8B1. 
, hot. Pari. II. S31, No. 64. 8 Toulmiu Smith.Engli~h Guilds,201l. 
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A.D. 1307. 105. The purpose of thelle gilds was the regulat.,ion of 
a!~;;i"'" work in such fashion that the public ~ight be well "';t;ed, 
o/ind"'rv',and that the trade might therefore Bounsh. The condltlOns 

/

OC supply and demand in each city were so well known 
that it was possible to attempt to bring them under 

i control, and the whole industrial life w~ governed by 
, different id ..... from those which are at pre.ent in vogue. 
To-day each manufacturer, works to produce at as low a 
price as possible, and thus to force a sale for h\B gOMs by 
their cheapness. In old times the effort was to secure 
satisfactory conditions for production-skilled workers and 
honest materials-and to ensure a price which should be 

R ... OMbu 'reasonable' to receive, and theref"re reasonable to pay, for 
r..... such wares thus made. The tendency in the present day 

is for the conditions and quality of work to conform to 
the market price, and to be ruled by the opportunities for 
sale, whereas in old days the conditions of production were 
attended to first of all, and the price asked and the develop
meut of the trade were rendered conformable to these prior 
and fundamental condition.. It is, of course, true that the 
two sets of conditions must react on one another, but none 
the less has the change been very striking; it cOmes out 
more curiously perhaps in the proceedings of mercantile 
than of industrial associations; but it was the real basis on 
which all medireval dealings were supposed to rest and on 
which all gild ordinances were founded. 

Olitduf In order that the trade might thus be well conducted it 
:;;'.J!1! was necessary that the wares should be of good quality; but 

this could only be secured if men who were really skilled in 

I the trade were appointed to supervise, with a right of search 
into all that was done by the craftsmen; they had to see to 
the quality of materials, the skill of the workmen' and often 
to the time of working. Thus oight work was apt to be 
secret work and badly executed work; while it gave oppor
tunities for fraud aod was aleo objectionable as disturbing to • 
the poblic'; and it was consequently prohibited. 

I Thus the Braelers were 10 ~ any sb'aDgerw who came to the knrD and 
wiahed "'olk ... -trade, and .. repon .. the H.1or wbeth .. he WIllI properl,. 
okilled, and 01 good standillg lor dwelliog in the oame oil,. Ril.,., M.~, ?:I7. 

• Oehenkowski, Englq.NU .wt/udafl. S ... ..w,., 72. 



CRAFT GILDS. 343 

The wardens who exercised this right of search could ndt; A.D.-lOOT 

supervise the trade unless they had some hold over the crafts- -1877. 

man; and hence it was required that the membem of the 
craft should be resident, and that some householder shonld 
be responsible for each of them-the master for the appren-R~ 
tice who resided under his roof. To some extent, therefore~bil."", 
it was a police system', but it was also a brotherhood; many\ 
of the regulations about enticing away the apprentices or 
ser\'ants o{ another master in the craft, or about not working 
on holidays and 80 forth, were intended to secure fair play ~» 

between the differep.t craftsmen and to exclude an unfair 
and dishonourable competition which could not be for the 
ultimate good of the trade. It is unnecessary to attempt 
to illnstrate the various parts of this policy in detail; it - • 
must suffice to- have sketched thus briefly the principles 
which governed it. There are probably few, if any, ordi
nances which have come down to us that do not become 
intelligible when they are viewed in the light of these prin
ciples. 

There is however one qup.stion of great difficulty which Oraft !liM, 

is suggested by these regulations; it has been said above ::::~:. 
that a gild merchant, with powers to regulate trade, existed It 
in many English towns; what then was the relation of, 
the craft gilds to the gilds merchant 1 Of course in many 
towns this question does not arise; in London, from which 
most of the illustrations have been taken, the gild merchant 
had no distinct organisation in times for which we 'have 
records-if indeed it had ever existed at all; in Coventry 
the Bakers' Gild had been established for more than a century 
before any gilda mercatoria was created But it seems as if 
the gilds merchant and craft gilds must aave existed con
temporaneously in some towns; it may be possible to discover 
the relations which 811 bsisted between these two sets of 
authorities, bllt it is not easy'to do so. 

It may be said at once that there is no evidence that N. rioal>'ll 

they were conflicting or rivar authoriti_,{o instances have 'nE,,!/an4. 
been alleged. of disputed jurisdiction between gilds mer-
chant and croft gilds. Indeed the chief difficulty in regard 

• Ocllenkowsld, England. wirl/t.clwJt. Efttwiei., 66. 
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A.D. 1507 . to the matter weIlAto';' the fact that there is so 'little 
"';'1877. mention'ln the··fourteenth century of gilds merchant at all; 

they seem to have passed out of sight altogether. There 
appear to be only two ways of accounting for this strange 
silence; we may suppose, either (i), that the gild merchant 
\had been practically absorbed into the civic government of 
~he town, or· (ii) that the craft gilds were specialised branches 
'of the old gilds merchant, and that these particular bodies 
supplied for each trade in a town the supervision.which had 
ibeen . originally exercised by the gild merchant generally aud 
lover all When we recall the fact that. the relations of the 
gild merchant to the burgh differed in different places, we 
shall see that we are not even justified in assuming that 
any single hypothesi~ will explain the disappearance of the 
gild merchant in all towns alike. It seems quite probable 
that each of the alternative hypotheses already suggested is 
true for certain places; and that in 80me towns the gild 
merchant became practically identical with the governing 
authority of the town', while in others it survived as an 
aggregate of special craft gilds. Indeed they might be true 
together; for it is to be notir.ed that the two hypotheses 
are not mutually exelusi ve; the gild merchant, as identified 
with the to\Vll authority, might call craft gilds into being,' 
while the members of the gild merchant formed the body 

Oilh"YMr. 
Chaflt con
~roIling 
croftl· 

out of which tbe separate gilds were carved 
The gild merchant has been treated as identical with 

the "burgh by 80 many lawyers, and the difficulty of distin
guishing the two is 80 great, that it is likely enough that 
the 'gild merchant was really combined with the town, in 
!Creating and controlling craft gilds among the inhabitants; 
fthe functions iIr this respect, which Ponlaon ascribes to the 
igild merchant of Beverley, are exactly those which were 
,exercised by burgh authorities. "Another regulation of 
1" this gilda mercatoria or merchant fraternity was appoint-

•• ing lesser gil<ls, with an alderman or warden to each, 80 
"that each description of trade was governed by its own 
.. partienlar rules, subject to the approbation and control of . 
.. the twelve governors' ," 

, 1 Ai Wisbeeh a religious gild wu the preeanor of &be eh'ie eorporation .. weh 
,obtained u. charter from Edward VL Wat.eon, WUWcA, 178 . 

• Pouleon. lhrerlae., L 112. 
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That in some instances the members of the .craft gilds A.D~ 1".07 

were also members of the gild merchant is abundantly -187'1. 

proved. The history of industrial life in Shrewsbury has a ... jtrrMrl 

been preserved in unllllWll detsil. We there see that from ;:;:t':.::! 
its first foundation the gild merchant contained craftsmen I ; ,han', 

and as time went on and special gilds were formed for 
special trades their members continued to possess the privi-
leges of membership in ~he gild merchant', Dr Gross has 
qlio'ted ~ses where the aggregate of craft gilds were spoken 
of as the gild merchant~; and it may be regarded as estab'\' 
lished that in such towns as Reading, Andover, Carlisle, 
Ipswich and Kendal at all events, the old gild merchant 
lived on, not so much as a distinct body, but in the life 
of the separate crafts into which it had been specialised. 

I venture to add two remarks, which may serve as sug,oLnging 
.gestions for further enquiry, though they are little mor<lfTTadu, 

than speculations at present, There is one feature in somii 
English crart gilds which inclines me to think that this pro-
cess of specialisation, which has been established in one or 
two instances, was not uncommon. According to the ancient 
custom of London, the man who served his seven years' 
apprenticeship in any trade became, not merely free to 
practise that pSlticular calling, but free to trade in any 
fashion within the City. There was a re~gnised liberty for 
a freeman to change his business', and this ancient right, 

1 Gild MtrC1umt Rolli, printed by the Rev. C. H. Drinkwater In Salop .Ard«o .. 
logical 7'r1l1Lt'., Ser. ii. VoL II. p. 29, and Royal Historical8ociety Tram.,1895. 

, Hibbert, l.ft ...... oj Gilds, 28 . 
• GroH, Qiltl Mm:1uInc, X. 118. This appears to me the correct interpretation' 

of the evidence about Newoaatle.· Dendy, AID-chant .Adventurers, I. Div. 
4 Compare the Complaint of the Weavers against"&. Grocer printed in Appendix 

0, and tor York, Drake's EbCJ1YlCfIm, 212. See also my article in the Z.,. Social· 
und Wirth8chajtsgeachiehte (1898), L 80. A typioal case is repol'Le4 by Sir Henry 
Calthrop. BtpOTt&"O! SptcWU Galt,) Hilary Term, 12 James L 

"The said John Tolley doth pleo.d. B special plea in bar, shewing that thel'e is • 
B cUBtome of London, which hath been naed time out of minde of man, - That 
every Citizen and Freeman of London which hath been an Apprentice in London 
unto any trade by the space of seven years. may lawfolly and-well relinquish that 
trade aud exercise auy ot.her at his will and pleasure, .And Bheweth further,- _ 
That all the customs of London were eoDfirmed by Ring Bichard n, in the parlia. ~ 
ment holden in the se1'eoth year of his reign. And Bverreth, That he had served 
one in the Trade of a Wool Packer, as an apprentice, by the space of seven years, 
aud that he ":BS a Citizen and Freeman of London, and that he did relinquish the 
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though often attacked was never abrogated; this cWltom 
was probably in vogue in the towns which followed the 
custom of Londou'. This curious usage is quite intelligIole 
on the supposition that the crafts 'Were all mere bmnches of 
such a body as a gild merchaut, and that each formed an 
avenue by which an apprentice became free of all the tmde 
privileges of the town; but it is difficult to reconcile with the 
suppositions that the craft gilds were formed either by 8SBG

eiation in self-defence or by the civic powers wit~ me", re
ference to the economic efficiency of each industry • 

Medieval gilds were very numerous both in town and 
country places': but even when existing solely for religious 
objects, they appear to have been formed by men and women 
of some social status, and to have been somewhat exclusive
When tbe institution came to be adapted to be an organ of 
industrial regulation, within a town, it did not lose this 

• exclusive chamcter, and the craft gilds appear to have 
Vade of • Wool Packer, ODd betook 10 himoeIf the Vade at ... 'upho ............ 
lawfnll iI. ... for him to do." ••• 

"As &0 the first question. which is the IawfulDesae of the eutome. it was agreed 
to be goocl; lor it. migbthaTe .reuooable conatracUon. beginning and ju& cause 
for the patting of it in es.ecu:tiou. in 80 Dl1lCb. tlW: Loudou.., being • famou City 
for tra1&qae aod commerce. cannot bat lIOOIetimes haTe merebante .. tndeameu 
m it, .. ho by __ 01 Pyn.Ieo. .. IlIDp<rncl< m the 1Ieu, ... by Ihe ..... 
fixation 01 their gooda m Fona;gu Coantria obrood, or by......we. 01 ftre etc. 
at home haTe thei7 estUea IAlDk i • •• ADd it were lamen"", tba& 11'_ 
iDPitable easaalities baTe disabled • man &0 proceecl in &hat COIU'IIe wherein he 
.... brough' up, he ...... ohoald"" he ~ 10 ocquire IDoIi"riDc by _ other 
Inde. AIooit....,.1>e, that the!rode._ he_ ... ~ roqm..u. 
"""" laboar ODd oIl'eDgIh 0I1he body, .. ""'!rode 01 a Smith, c..p.. ... ODd ...ell 
\ike, and that through __ or other ctiouIen befoIn him, he is ......... infinD 
in body and weak in IItrengda, whereby he ill DOt .ble to 1U8 t.ba1 tnde. .ow to 
debv him 01 all other trades whidl are men beofI:Umg hie cruy body were aome-

· ..... bat DIlI'eUOD&ble. Wherefore. to meet wiih &heM iDDoIrreaieDeiea, ao4 &0 pe 
__ ....... ttnIo the CWzeDo ODd __ of LcmdOD, un. .......... of_ 
qu;.hing the Inde ._ they bad heeD • __ by the _ of ...... 
,...... ODd beIalriDg _ ... ttnIo ..- _ Hath bad • perpeIuIl 01-
_ ODd being.,......s..t _ .. good -. otiIl haIh ito __ ODd 

may DOl...,. ways be called ill qaestioa. for &he 'IIDI"M"-Menewe of iL .. 
1 See _ p. 2M. The _ doeo DOt _1ba.1bero _. foomaIIy 

argaisod gild -... m L<mdm1, bat oaIy ..... the laD Inding pmiIopo of 
LoadoD. _ere open to aD bargesaeII mel wne BO& loa&. by art7 of them.beD tbeJ 
ioiDed cnft gilds. 

:I There __ Co be DO rea50II f_1IIIpp08iDg t.h&l OunbridpUlire .... spec:iaD,. 
fa.aarahIe 10 lIDs form of orpoiBatIoD, ODd If it is ...uy <ypjeoI the ..... he< 
Ibroagheai the COI11IUy mut han --.. """""'-- )I. Do ..... , C~ GilM 
(<lomb ..... L Soe.), 0100 W. )I. PrJmeo-, GilM of C~_ m C"- """ 
B ... .Ad. /Joe. T ...... L 330. 
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consisted of the aristocracy oflabour', and its membership WI'S A.D. 1807 

rec':"'ited from those who had trading privileges in that town. -1877. 

Journeymen in England were not a very well defined and 
important class, and there seem to have been large bodies of 
half-instructed helpers and nnskilled labourers who had no 
part in the gild at all. The good men of the trade governed 
it, with constant supervision from the town authorities, but 
the craft gilds can hardly be regarded as democratic bodies ; 
thej' were apparently the ilite of each trade, and eaen was 
closely :ttaehed to the interest of a particular town. 
There seems to have been less regular intercommunication 
among men of the same craft in different towns in England 
than there was on the Continent; and these features in the 
craft life are at least congruent with the opinion that the 
craftsmen here inherited the loeal exclusiveness of the gild 
merchant. This is confirmed by a consideration of the trades 
in which craft gilds are known to bave existed; in London' 
al,?ost every possible industry had its own gild, but there 
are some remarkable omissions in the later lists. It a\most 
seems as if, when weaving was diffused through the cowitry 
and regulated by statute, the weavers' gilds, which had been 
the earliest of all-fell into abeyance; while we have hardly 
any evidence as to the labour organisations among the masons 
who built our great cathedrals. That there was organisation 
we cannot doubt", but it seems to have been based on 
different lines from that of the ordin~ry craft gild. The 
English craft gilds were formed not merely of any men who 
:\Vere skilled in some cmft, but of those who, being free to 
trade within some place, practised a particular handicraft'. In 

1 This point is well brought out by )!r and Mrs Webb. Track. Unionillm, S7. 
Compare a1ao Mrs Green, T01DtI Lile. D. 101, who refers specially to the case of 
Norwich in 1840. Hudson, uet oTuri.diction,lxvi. 

II Webb. TrtUk. Unioni,m. 8. Some suggestive details will be found in Raine's 
Y(wJ: Fabric RoU" 171. 18l. 

• The ordinallee8 of t.he G,irdlers are most instructive on this point. The 
London girdlera had a. olu:Lrte:r which gave the w&rdens of their trade a right of 
search &long with local girdlera throughout the kingdom.; and the custom of the 
London craft would be likely to in1luence those of other towns. (BUey. Mem. 164.) 
The London rules wsist that DO one sllould take an apprentice unIelS he was free 
of the City. and thntno straugershould be admitted to work unless he would serve 
lUI &D apprentice or buy hi.a freedoID. No women were to be set to work in the 
trade witb the exception of the mader's wi.t:e or daugbter. Compnl'e also tbe 
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A.D.1807 aay case where membership of the gild merchant went along 
-1877. with membership in the craft gild, the right of the craftsman 

to change his trade becomes intelligible, and the comparative 
exclusiveness of the crafts wonld be the natural tendency in 
gilds developed on this basis. Just because the craftsmen had 
the fullest trading privileges in these towns, their gilds were 
less able to welcome or find a place for members who did not 
poss~ss such freedom to trade'. 

Be.",. The curious difference, which may arise in th .... develo»
.4..u.gitl. ment of similar institutions, is illustrated by comparing the 

town history of Scotland with that of England The Scoteh 
towns <l.erived much of their constitution from N eweastle 
and the custom of London; but there was a strong Flemish 
influence from the first, and this was officially recognised 

, after the war of Independence'; while the weakness of the 
•. royal power in Scotland gave rise to political conditions which 

resembled those of Flanders rather than of England 
The division of the inhabitants into guildry. and burgesses 

revtl"-Is a sta~ of affairs like that at Bruges or Ghent; for 
the guildry appear to have been an inner circle or mercantile 
aristocracy, and the mere burgesses did not attain to full 
trading privileges. Nothing analogous to craft gilds, or 
'trades,' appears to have exi.ted in Scotland till the fifteenth 
century, and at that tinte each craft was regulated by a deacon 
appointed by the town, which was practically governed by 
the guildry. During the fifteenth and sixteenth century the 
trades (or crafts) were constantly struggling to obtain the 
power to elect their own deacons, and to have a share in 
the government of the town, but it was only at the close 
of the sixteenth century that they attained these desired 
privileges. The local privileges survived till 1846, and gave 

articles of the spurriers prohibiliDg aliens of _ COIIDUy 01" foreignen of tbUo 
COIIDUy from following 01" using the trade _ they ..... enfranobiaed. Ibid. 227. 

1 The merging at the gild merchan1; m the conmtntion 01 • towa woold ten 
__ the position of women in craft gilds. W ...... might be memben of the 
gild merehaot but Dot barges&eIJj and would have no ltanding in erat& giId8 COb~ 
BisUng of burgeues. (See below, p. 1152.) On the _ position of Women m 
ParisiaD and London Gilds respeeliveJy, OIBDpoH Mioo Dixon', Irlicle in th. 
E~ ~0IIrIkJl. 1895. The chief meatioD 01 them i:o London .ia in connecr.i.uu 
wi&b the feuta of the London Companies aI. Merchant&. Beau.. Groeu., M. 

t Groea, Gild Jlerc1uDll. L 199. 
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risEt to frequent cases in the courts of law, so that the stoPY A.D. 1807 

of old town life in Scotland is facilitated hy its survival till -IS77. 

reeent times. But the continued existence of the guildry 8& 

an active body, and as a body from which the craftsmen were 
excluded, serves to accentuate the difference of development 
in England and Scotland respectively'; such remarkable 
divergences in the external relations and internal rules of· 
the craft gild bring out the necessity of studying- the 
evi.dence about this institution as it is found in each 
country: and not trusting to the argument from analogy, 
however tempting it may be. . 

106. When craft gilds reached their full development Gilt! 

the members were ranked in three distinct classes'. membm. 

(a) Apprenticeship seems to have been at first a private 
arrange~ent between a master, who was also a householder, • 
and a youth whom he undertook to instruct in his bllSiness jo 

but it had become a recognised institution before the four
teenth century', and was subject to public regulation in 
LOndon, and other towns adopted a similar practice'. During 
the fifteenth . century it became the usual, if not' the 
only, method of entering a calling'. The position of A)'PT .... 

the I1ppr~ntices roay be most easily understood from toc". 

the terms of an' indenture of the fifteenth century:-
.. This indenture made the xviii day of September the .. ».1'80. 

1 In Scot.1a.nd the deacoIlB concerned themselves with viewing articles exposed 
for sale, but the right of search by the wardens, into the materials and conditions 
of manafacture, waslitUe exercised; there was much laxity in Scotland a.bout the 
terms of apprenticesbip and the essay or masterpiece was the chief teat of tltneas 
for the trade i little is heard of that in England though something of the sort was 
required by the London Pewterers Company in 1659 (0. H. Welch, Hi.torg 01 
Pewtertlr. Oompany, I. 201), and several seventeenth century instances &1'8 

mentioned by:M:r Unwin (Gildl afld Oomp",,"', 264,847). 
2. These gradea a.re found in tbe highly developed gilds of Paris as early as the 

tw:teenth century (Etienne Boileau, LWre de mttierB), and they are apparently 
alluded to in the thirteenth century Assize of Bread, where servants and ladJ are 
mentioned as well as the baker (see below. p. 668). 

a Biley, lAb. Oust. L 98. See also p. 888 above. The growth of apprenticeship 
in England has been carefully traced by Mias O. J. Dunlop in aD. unpublishod essay 
on the National S)'Btem of Apprenti.ceahip . 

• Bristol, l344 (Bickley, lAttk Bed Boole, 86), Lincoln. 1828 (Toulmin Smith, 
EngU,h Gildo, lBS). 

I Miss Dunlop points out that the older pra.etioe had been to admit any men eo 
who could prove lhat they were skilfal workmen into the craft gild (p. 842, n. 1 
above); but that this practice, though not wholly forgotten, became l:Duch less 
common after the middle of the fourteenth century. . 
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A.D. 1807 y<!l!.r of the reign of King Edward the iiiith the nth between 
-lS77. John Gare of Saint Mary eray in the county of Kent, cord

"wainer on that oon partie and Walter Byse, son of John Byse 
sumtyme of Wimelton in the same county, fuller on that 
other partie, Witnessith that the saide Walter hath cove
nanted with the saide John Gare for the time of viii yeres, 
and that the saide John Gare shall find the aaide Walter 
mete and drink and clothing during the saide time as to the 
saide Walter shall be according. Also the aaide J"hn Gare 
shall teche the aaide Walter his craft, as he may and can, 
and also the &aide John Gare shall give him the first yere of 
the saide viii yeres iiid in money, and the second yere vid 
and so after the rate of iiid to an yere, and the last yere of 
the aaide viii yeres the aaide John Gare shall give unto the 
aaide Walter l[ shillings of money. And the saide Walter 

• shall well and truly kepe his occupacyon, and do such things 
as the aaide John shall bid him do, as unto the aaide Walter 
shall be lawful and lefull, and the saide Walter shall be none 
ale goer neyther to no rebeld nor sparte during the saide 
viii yeres without the licence of the aaide John. In witness 
whereof the parties aforeaaide chauogeably have put their, 
seales this daye and yere aboveaaide'.'· 

!:::';... There are many additional illostrations of the position 
M .. , .. ,. of apprentices as it was defined in the fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries Some rules are intended to protect the masters 
against an apprentice leaving berore his full time had expired, 
or leaving in the master's debt'. At Coventry (1520) no 
capper was to take an apprentice unless he had two sureties 
that he would perform his covenant; if the apprentice com
plained that he had not sufficient" finding'," and the master 
was in fault, the apprentice was to be removed on the third 
complaint and the master wonld have difficulty in replacing 

• him. Once a year, the principal master of the craft was to 
go round the city, and examine every man's apprentice and 
see they were properly taught. The Clothiers' regula-

~ 

• J MS.-O. 2. Pm Trill. eoll.Camb. I Heaamen,1Lle:1. Me.. 2Stf • 
• lin Green ..... that .. Ipswich t.bio iDeloded e1olhiDg. ~ bedding. baud 

and cbastiaemeDt.. Hin, AI •. ao.. 11. 259. .Al Bomaey &he apprexUice ... M to 
receive 10.. at the eonclusioD of his term.. Ibid. .... M3. Elaborate rule8 for the 
proteeti.oD of apprentieeeaia&ed at Nortbampton,O. A.. Markham. ikeora..D'. 320. 
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tions, which appear to be of about the ssme date, though A.D: 1801 

they are incorporated with rules of a later character, had a -IB77. 

system of allowing an apprentice to be turned over to another 
master if his own master had no work, so that be might 
not lose his time. In Norfolk, where a similar custom was 
in vogue, the masters were liable to very severe punish-
ment' if the change worked unfairly to the apprentice. 

(b) In describing the position of the apprentice it has J_. 
been,. possible to draw on evidence from a later date, as == 
the rules ~hich were enforced in the fifteenth or sixteenth 
century at all events serve to illustrate the condition of this 
class. But there is much greater difficulty. in obtaining 
evidence about the journeymen ;. this class is not so clearly 
defined as that of the apprentices, and we have not sufficient 
data to distinguish with certainty between skilled and un... 
skilled helpers in any craft. The records of some continental 
towns' are full of regulations for the journeymen; we read at 
S. Omer' that they were not to seek work at shops but were 
to wait in public to be hired, that preference was to be given 
to the decayed master, and to the purgess of the town over 
the foreigller. In England the journeymen had occasionally 
a position of importance'; but for the ·most part the rules 
about them and the serving men are confined to insisting on 
the responsibility of masters for the conduct and welfare of 
those they employed D, and with laying down that no master 
is to entice away another man's servant', and that the 
servants are not to combine among themselves and IIlake 
congregations. The evidence which we have as to the 
condition of the jonrneymen comes almost entirely from 
times when dispntes occurred between them and the 
mastel1'. Such difficulties arose after the Black Death among 
the London Shearmen'! when the serving men and journey-

1 PaIIUm. LettlJ,." 1.·878. 
I In 8OD.Ul places 00 the Continent the journeyman 01888 was not more clearly 

detined tluw in Englaud. Sombart, Duo motkrm Oapitalismw, I. 117. 
" CHI'Y, 8. Ome,., I. 849. . 
.. At Exeter iu 1481 two of the Cordwainers' Wardens were shopholdera and 

two were jonrneymen, Englilh Gaa., 882. The ordinancGs of the London Bowyer 
were agreed to by the &erVing men as well as the maaters. Biley, .M~m. M8. 

r. Heanmers, Riley, Mem. 282, Br&el.era.lbid. 277. 
o Sheannen (1850). Riley, Mem. 247, Glovers, Ibid. 245, Braelel1l, lhid. 277, 

and Pewterers, Ibid. '244. 
, Ibid. 247, 250. See also the general order. 253. 
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Oilen were combined in a demand for higher wages. But 
similar trouble had arisen among the cordwainers as earry as 
1306' and the journeymen were forbidden to make ordinances 
for themselves.. In 1387 there was a great conspiracy among 
the servants in this craft to raise wages; they maltreated a 
• blackleg' who would not join them. and relied for assistance 
from the Court of Rome on the kind offices of a friar'. At the 
same time these conspiracies appear to have been merely 
occasional. and there is at present little evidence that English 
journeymen united in permanent associations', su"", as w~re 
common on the continent'. This lack of organisation is not 
improbably connected with a difference of practice, for English 
journeymen do not appear to have formed the habit of 
spending some Wanderjahre in perfecting their acquaintance 
with their craft'. . 

(C) The master was a substantial man and a householder 
who both from his skill and his position in the town could 
undertake the responsibility of training an apprentice. The 
members of his household had a recognised position, for hi. 
eldest son could claim to become free of the craft by patrimony. 
and wife and daughter were permitted to help in the craft' 
while he was prohibited from employing other women. In the 
case of the London weavers these rights descended to h~ 
widow, but in a restricted form; for if she subsequently 
married a mRn who was not of this craft, she had to relinquish 
her house to someone who was a weaver'. Even in this care
fully limited form the right seems to have been exceptional; 
for the position of women was much less favourable in the 
gilds of London than in Paris'. In the French town women 
workers had gilds of their own, which were organised on 
exactly the same type as the other corps de mitiers; while 
women members were definitely recognised in many. of the 
other bodies; women workers do nOL appear to have been 

, Lib. a.. •. (R. S.), 84. 
S Riley, Mtm. 495. A8 Mrs Green points out. the frian wen in eeveral eues 

llCC1UIed of aiding and abetting these DlOnmenta. TOIOIII Life, u. 120. 
3 On the,.eoman and b&ehelora gilda, Bee below. p. 448 • 
• Schanz, Gutlk.ft..Verl.dftde. p. SL • Webb, Trad. Unioflina, 23 D • 

• EflgliM GiltU.l80. Bilsy, M~. 217, 278, 641. 
I Riley, Mem.l24. • la:l.ia8 JL Dixon in E~ JOVT'rUll, 1896. 
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under any disability on account of their sex. In London. A.D. 1807 . 

on th~ other hand, there seem to have been 1\0 organisations -1377. 

BJllong women workers in the fourteenth century, and the 
privileges they enjoye.I were very restricted. That they 
were regarded as mere outsiders may a.lso be inferred from 
a statute, which left them free to pursue various callings 
while it restJ:ained any artisan from following more than 
one1• 

V. ECONOMIC DOCTRINE: 

10'7. The mpid development of trade, which had taken A.D. 1272 

place in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, had rendered ;.~7;; ... 
commerce a very important element in social life. The ..... "" .... 
commercial clasSes had attained an independent status in ::::~ttfto. 
their gilds merchant, and their representatives were able to 
take a decided part in the government of ·the realm. And 
as merchants had such a distinct and well marked position, 
and were such an important factor in the State, it was 
natural that special attention should be given to their 
requirements, and that men'sbould reflect on the conditions 
which would promote the prosperity of merchants and 
through them that of the realm. The time was ripe for an 
advance in economic qoctrine, for economic phenomena could 
be easily examined as a well marked group of social affairs. 

The fourteenth century too rendered some examination ... d 

of commerce, and especially of the medium of excbange, not ;:.i:Y, 
only possible but. inevitable. In many countries the coinage 
had been much debased, and internal trade as well as 
foreign commerce was hampered by the scarcity and de. 
fective character of the circulating medium. The most in· 

1 It is ordained that Artificers Handicraft: People hold them (!IVery one to one 
Mystery, which he will choose betwixt this and the said Feast of Candlemaaj and 
Two of every Craft shall be chosen to survey, that DODe use other craft than the 
tame which he hath chosen ... But the Intent of thl King and of his Council is,. 
that Women, that is to say, Brewers, Bakers, ClU'ders and SpiDnfll'St and Worken 
as well of Wool, &8 of Linen Cloth and of Silk, Brawdestera and Breakers of Wool 
and ..n other that do u.se and work &1l Bandy Worb may freely use and 1I'ork as 
they have done before this time, without any impeachment, or being restrained by 
this Onliww<e. 87 Ed. III. c, 6. 

C. H. 23 
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teresting econo~ic t~eatise of the time, written in England, 
~eals with the subject of the currency; the Tractatus-'novae 
monetae' was probably the work of Walter de Bardes, a 
Lombard who held the office of Comptroller of the Min~ 
during a great part of the latter half of the fourteenth cen
tury'; he describes the technicalities of his department in 
a fashion which invites comparison with the dialogue on 
the organisation of the Exchequer. He treats at some length 
of the purchase of metal for coining,"and of the business of 
the mint, especially of the trial of the pyx; but while he 
writes as an authority on these technical points, he hardly 
touches on any of .the financial questioDs about the currency 
which were coming to the front. Grave practical difficulties 
had "risen in the reigns of Edward I. and Edward TIl.; 
and the various proposals put forward show that the legis-
lators were feeling their way and had no clear doctrine in 
regard to money and coinage. A very successful effort had 
been made by a French bishop, however, before the end of 
Edward IlL's reign, to investigate the whole subject; and 
his treatise De mutatiO'l!8 Monetarum may be regarded as 
the first careful study of the reviving commercial life of 
Europe. Its interest lies partly at least in the fact that jt 
is not a mere re-setting of fragments of classicalleaming, 
but is a careful examination of the actual difficulties that 
were felt in commercial circles at the time when the author 
lived. 

Some information in regard to the economic doctrine of 
the fourteenth century may be obtained from another source; 
the condemnation, which City authorities pronounced and 

B .... ~... enforced on certain forms of business, gives us an insight 
=!"! ... into City opinion as to the legitimate and the baneful use of 
1·~ commercial capitaL The sixteenth century worked a revo
P' lution in mercantile habits and ordinary business practice, 

, 1Iy ...... tion has been called 10 thio Ireatioe by Yr Hubert BaD, who has 
cli_ !he authorship m.w. lDtrodueiiuu 10 !he BctI 11001: 0/ tAo ~. 
The _lise is aloo IolUld in !he British 11...."., LauadoWDe, 171. 

t Mears Crump and Bughee suggest t.ha& the &reati8e was written in the reign 
of Edprd L, ba& that: iD ita present: form it cootaioa inaer1iollll made ill !S50; 
they make no attempt to 801 ... the question u So &he identitJ' of &be Author. 
E~ J01U'7IIJl, 'Y. 61 11. 
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as in much else, but even as early as tne fourteenth century A.D. 1272 

thel'<l. were conditions which favoured' the growth of a moneyed -IS77. 

class; it is interesting to see the problems whi~h execcised 
men's minds at this time, as well as to trace the influence on 
industry wliich the 'IIOuveaua: riches exerted in the fifteenth, 
century'. 

·108. During the whole Edwardian period we have sem Or..;..·. 
how a conscious regard to the well-being of the realm 8S a treat ... 

whole was superseding the mere municipal privileges of the 
earli~ rei~ In the work of Nicholas Oresme, which was 
apparently written in 1373, some years before he was elevated 
to the see of Lisieux', this comes out with great clearness. It 
was known and circulated iIi England and an English version 
was attempted by a translator who was quite incapable of 
carrying out the work intelligently, but his unsuccessful effort 
at all eveqts proves that the work was known and valued'k.o,;. i. 
in England in the earlier part of the fifteenth century'. It Engkmd. 

had to do with questions of coinage--a matter of pressing 
interest bQth in England and France. Before dwelling on 
the economic doctrine it contains, however, we may just note 
the political principles embodied in it. • 
~e fundamental point in his whole argument is the ~y 

assertIOn that the money of a country belongs to the com- ,h. com. 
munity and not to the prince; it is not the sole posseSsion mo.wealth. 

of the monarch, as it is not intended for his sole use, but for 
a social purpose'. The prince has autliority to issue coinage 
and regulate it, though it is not his own possession, but that 
of the- whole body who have the use of it. From this principle 
the author deduces an opinion that the expense of minting 
should fall on the community; and he also insists that the 
prince has no right to make a gain out of the coinage or to 
tamper with it in any way. 

The object which _the prince should keep in view in all 
acts of government is clearly stated, while the conduct ofthe ;'1"': 
tyrant is contrasted'. The tyrant aiIns at his own privat: tyr ....... 

1 See below, p. 487. 51 Wolowski'B edition, p. xxxiv. 
, This translation. in a. band which appears to be not later than 1450, is in the 

Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 0.8.11. . 
'cc.5,6. 10.25. 

23-2 
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A.D.127~ /Iood and tries to subordinate' the subjects to tbis end; the 
-1377. l<ing on the other hand prefers public to private' ulrility,' 

and next to God and his own soul he loves the good and the 
public liberty of the subjects. The whole treatise is full of 
;'eferences to tbe Ethics and Politics of Aristotle, such as are 
not common in tourteenth century books. It is also in.ter
e';ting because the autbor disputes the opinion expressed in 
th~ O]J'U8mdwm. attributed to S. Thomas Aquinas, and shows 
that the prince has no right to make gain out of the coinage. 
So grave are the economic evils which come f ... m de'bi..se
ment, that the community ·itself could never be justified in 
delegating a power of trus· kind', and the prince neither 
possesses it inherently nor is there any source from wruch ho 
can receive it. 

P"""."ial ~ Even though this treatise did not fulfil the author's 
:ii.i."" expectation' and serve to set all controversy on the subject 
.-.... of coinage at rest, it may fairly be credited with very great 

practical results. During the reign of John the Good, and 
especially in the years 1359 and 1360', the French coinage 
had undergone a series of constant variations; and the evil 
effects of the uncertainty thus produced were everywhere 
patent. Nicholas Oresme as the tutor, or at least advi!«;r, 
of Charles V. had ample opportunity of indoctrinating that 
king with his own views on the currency, and during his 
reign practical effect. was given to the views expressed in 
this treatise and the fluctuations ceased, with most beneficial 
results as far as the commerce of France was concerned. 
M. Wolowski' has pointed out that Nicholas Oresme for
mulated opinions wruch were prevalent and were embodied 
in a great ordinance of 1355, issued from Paris. It is also 
true to say that some of the views he promulgated were 
those on wlllch Englishmen were acting. Tbis is especially 
obvions in regard to the political principles which he put 
forward; with him the' commnnitas' ia not the commnne, 
i}ut the commonwealth. He is not merely concerned to 
promote the well-being of some incorporated town, as 
against other towns, but he deals with the whole body 

'" 22-
• W olowoki·. editiou, p . .uL 

I Prolqrae. 
'p. ,hi, 00 .... 
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politic. in which the same coins circulate. for whose use A.D. i272 

money is provided. and to whom it belongs. in thus making -1877. 

a clear survey of the natiorutJ. possessions and obligations, 
as well as the national relationS to other countries, Oresme 
took the standpoint of political rather than of municipal 
economy; and it is the good of the polity. not the advantage 
of the person who occupies the throne, that. he considers. 
The conceptions of national wealth and national power were National 

ruIillg- ideas in economic matters for several centuries, and wudth. 

Oresme appears to be the earliest of the economic writers 
by whom they were explicitly adopted as the very basis of 
his argument. 

109. The treatise of Nicholas Oresme is not ouly inter-
esting from the standpoint he adopts, but because of the 
acuteness with which he discusses many matters of economic 
iuterest. He shows the convenience of exchange. because of E..na.ng .. 

the difference of natural products in different places; and he 
defines money as the instrument of interchanging th~ natural 
riches which in themselves supply human wants. Money does 
not directly support life. but is an instrument discovered by 
art for the more· ready exchange of natural wealth'. From Ricka. 
this distinction it appears to follow that some meh are """ .. al and 

engaged in supplying the commonwealth with natural riches 
and thus pursue useful and honourable callings, which are 
necessary for the community'. There are others who enrich 
themselves by transactions in artificial riches, as exchangers ... tiftcial. 

or usurers; such men are superfluous to the community as 
they do not cater for its necessities, and are disreputable; 
while their riches are often obtained by the impoverishment 
of others. This may be regarded as a hint of a distinction 
con·esponding to that which modern economists have drawn 
between productive and unproductive labour; honourable 
callings supply the actual needs of the community, physical 
and spiritual, directly; men who follow disreputable caJlings 
do not really cater for the needs of the community, but enrich 
themselves at the expense of their neighbours. • 

The author also discusses the materials of which money Molerial 

may most suitably be made', and decides in favour of the for monty 

10.1. I eo. 18,21. • 0.2. 
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precious metal/!; they can' be readily handled, the), are 
portable, and they have much value in small compass. All 
these qualities gold possesseS in a high degree; but it is 
not always available in sucli abundance as to be a sufficient 
medium of circulation, so that it may often be necessary to 
use silver also, and even baser metals like copper or an alloy 
of silver like bl;"'k money', which is specially convenient for 
small payments. He lays down as a rule that if two kinds 
of metal are circulating together, the more precious sh~uld 
not be alloyed, but should be kept above suspicion, while a 
sufficient supply of money may be provided by an alloy of 
the less precious of the two. 

Next we have a discussion of the different ways in which 
money may be altered. The stamp' on the coins may be 
altered, but this is of little importance, as long as it involves 
no farther change; though there may be good reasons for 
calling in the old coinage when this is done, if worn coins or 
debased. foreign coins are in circulation. Again, the ratio oC 
exchange between gold and silver may be altered; bresme 
assumes that 20 to 1 is the ordinary ratio of exchanges, and 
he rightly holds that their ratio as coins ought to follow the 
relation of gold and silver as commodities, and that there 
should be no arbitrary rate'. This is perfectly sound as far 
as it goes: the farther question-what determines the ratio 
of exchange of gold and silver 1-is one on which he does 
not enter j and indeed it was not satisfactorily dealt with 
even by the economists who discussed recoinage in the time 
of William ITI.: they had made but little advance on the 
medimval doctor. 

He then passes to consider another expedient-that oC 
altering the denomination of the money by affixing a new 
sense to the old names j if only one name ia altered while 
the others are preserved, that is a change of ratio; but if all 
are altered, EO that the ratio is preserved, there can be no 
good result; and it ought not to be done, because it is merely 

lL~ .~~ 

• Venuntamen 1st&. proportio debet sequi naturalem habitudinem .Uri ad 
argentum in pretiositate, et eecnndum hoc iDBtituenda eat bujusmodi proporlio. 
quam nOD lleet volontarie tnmBmutare, nec pOteat juste ftI'iari. nisi propter ceusam 
realem. et variationem u. parte ipsius materile. qwe tamen raro eontingit. Co 10. 
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false.and scandalous to call that a pound which is not a ponnll. A.D.127\! 

Besjdes it will be really prejudicial to those'who have made -1877-

agreements about regular payments, IjUch as rents, in terms 
of coin. 

Diminntion of the weight of coins, as well as the coining 'by !"",ucing 

of less pore metsl, are both condemned as false, and unworthy :::fhl • 
of the prince; but the latter is worse as it is less ~y to du...iag. 

detect:· "magis est sophistica et minus perceptibilis et magis 
potel;t noc;ere et plus Iredere communitatem'.D AIl through 
there runs the idea 'that for the prince to issue money, under 
his own image and superscription, which is not what it pur-
ports to be, is mere lying; and that to try and get gain by 
so doing is to grasp at wtlalth which is not really his. In 
one very interesting chapter the author proves that to get 
wealth in this way is worse than usury-in fact it is a depth 
of depravity to which Aristotle's contemporaries had not 
attained, so that the philosopher does not discuss it at all. 
For the usurer lends his money to one who has made a 
volunlary contract with him', while the prince who debases 
the currency deprives the subject of good money and gives 
them bad, whether they like it or no. 

The author follows out the evils that arise from debased 1:'" 
currency in some detail. The prince may have to condemn ::.!~ .... 
utterers of false coin, but how scandalous if he were guilty of 
the same crime himself. There. is a temptation to get gain 
in this way rather than by levying taxes, because it does 
not cause such immediate complaint; but it is all the more 
perilous on that account: for where bad money has been 
issued, good money will be carried out of the realm, however 
careful the supervision may be, and debased money, similar 
to that .which already passes, will be imported from abroad. 
In this way the bullion of the.country will be diminis!;ted, 
and if there are no mines, the prince will not have the 
necessary material for issuing coinage'. Altogether it may 
be said that a very large number' of points of economic 
doctrine in regard to coinage are discussed with much 
judgment and clearness. 

J c.IS. • c.1G. • c. 20 . 
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. no. Evidence has been already adduced to show. that 
during the foutteenth century a moneyed class of English
men was coming to the front. English capitalists had ousted 
the Jews and Lombards from their position as intermediaries 
in public finance; they had been temporarily balked in their 
endeavours to force their way into foreign trade but they 
were more successful in their efforts to secure a command 
of internal trade. The existence of this capitalist class gave 
rise to many interesting developments of towv life' Imd 
industrial institutions in the fifteenth century, which we 
shall have occasion to consider below; but even in the 
fourteenth the ethical questions connected with the use of 
capital were engaging the attention of the City courts. One 
case has been recorded which serves to illustrate the nature 
of the monetary transactions in the City, and the opinions of 
business men about them. 
. In the month' of January, 137'1, Ralph Comwaille, of 

Broad Street, made a complaint to the Mayor and Aldermen 
of the City of London. At the preceding Michaelmas he had 
been anxious to get a loan for a period of three months, and 
went to two brokers, one of whom was a Lombard', to procure 
it for him, at the same time promising them a commissi~n 
for their trouble in the matter. The brokers found that 
Walter Southous was willing to lend the money (either his 
own or acting on behalf of a friend) on receiving security for 
the repayment of the full ,w,ount on a given day from Ralph 
Cornwaille, as well as similar secUrity from Ralph's friend, 
John Tettesbury. When the necessary documents were com
plete, however, the brokers only advanced £10 to Ralph; at 
the time of repayment, he tendered the £10, which was all he 
had had, but Walter Southous refused to receive it, persisted 
in his demand for £2 more, a~d sued Ralph before the Sheriff, 
to his " great wrong and damage'." . 

The case was a hard one according to modern ideas, for 20 
per cent. was an extravagant charge for a three months' loan 

, This and the following pal'IIgrapha formed pan of a paper ....a before the 
Bankers' Institute and published in the JOtInIal. 

I John de Saint Mariemon& and Altlebrande Gaaeoigne. 
• Biley. Lw.. .41b .. (ito.). 340. 
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fully.secured; but the wrong which rankled in the mind ,,[A.D. 12711 

Ralph was not that the interest was extortioliate, but that he r l877
• 

was called to pay interest at all,-to return anything more' 
than he had received-and his view of the case was' fully 
endorsed by the City authorities before whom the matter was 
re-opened. Some years before this time, King Ed ward III. 
had empowered the men of the City of London to form a 
special tribunal to deal with cases of the sort',. They had 
£raIDed t~ir own ordinances and they had fnll power to 
enforce them. In the present case, Ralph Cornwaille was .. .a.m.rj. 
declared free from all obligations in connection with the debt, 
and Walter Southons was condemned to be imprisoned till 
he made over double the £2, which he had tried to get by • 
nsnry, as a forfeit to the City of London. He had, with the 
cognisance .of the brokers, disregarded the ordinances of the 
City of London against usury'-{)rdinances which the pubqc 
opinion of the day completely endorsed'-and there conld 
only be one result, according to the law and feeling of the 
time, when such conduct ,,,as brought home to him. 

J Riley, Lib .. .Alb .. (4to.), 818. 
I Framed in 1008. n Whereas heretofore the City of London has 8UAbUned 

great miBchiefa, 1CaD.dala, and damages, by reason of certo.i.n persona who, neither 
10r fear of God nor for shame of the world, ce888, but 1'8.ther do daily exert them .. 
selves to maintain the false and abominable contract of usury. under cover and 
-colour of good and lawful tradingj which kind of contract the more IUbtily to 
deceive tlle people they call'e1c!ulollge' or 'cbeviSlUlce,' whereas it might more 
truly be called I meachenonce,' seeing that it rni.n8 the honour and BOnl of the 
agent, and sweeps away the goods and property of him who appetU'fl to be 
accommodated, and destroys all manner of right and lawful traftlc. whereby, as 
well throughout the land &8 the said city, they ought principally to be upheld and 
maintained." In 1890, addiUonal explanations were framed. "And whereas such 
ordinance is too obscure and it is not comprised therein in what is especiall,y usury 'II 

or unlawful chevisance, Adam Bamme, Mayor, and the Aldermen with the aasent 
of the Common. of the said City in lb. GoiIdh&II aaaembled on lb. tweIlth day of 
Hay in the fourteenth year of King Richard the Second with good advice and wise 
deliberation thereon. with the aasent aforesaid. bave ordained and declared these 
articles as to U1IUl'Yand chevisance, in manner following, that is to say:-If any 
person shan lend or put into the hands of any person gold or silveri to receive 
gain thereby, or a promise for certain without risk, such person shall ha.ve the 
punishment for usurers in the said ordinance contained." Riley, LW8r .If.u,,,, 
(4to.), 819, 844. Complaints of ecclesiastical laxity in this matter a.re Dot uo
lrequenL (Jomp .... B ••. P • .-I. m. 280 (24) and HI (68) • 

• The Commona petitioned in 1876 that the ordinances of the City of London 
be enforced against usory and that similar powers be given to the bailias and 
mayors of all oilles and burghs. 11.,. P .. I. II. 850 (168). On lb. \raDBferenco 
and ex.tension ~ municipal customs in earlier times see above, p. 224. 
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A.D. 1272 The conditions of business in the fourteenth century 
: -;;:::;:;; ... were such that· banking operations were very circumscrihed. 

'o/m,d" Though bills were used for the transmission of wealth, there 
, :.~ In"';' is a striking difference between those times and ours in the 

absence of commercial credit' as a basis for transactions of 
other kinds; there were no bank notes or cheques, or gther 
instruments of credit. We must remember that transactions 
were carried on in bullion; men bought with coins and sold 
for coins; loans were made in coins and repaid m coifuj; a 
special coin was struck for payments to foreign countries'; 

M"al/i, and thus the whole currency was metallic. There was no 
",,"""y. paper'circulation of any kind; this continued to, be the case, 

• for practical purposes, till the latter part of the seventeenth 
century. Dealing for credit was little developed, and dealing 
in credit was unknown; hence there was no room for·a large 
part of the functions of modern banking. 

E.ch4.g. It' might have been supposed, however, that there was 
of ""',... scope for business in money changing; th':t just as the 

modern banker receives payments iI! "promiscuous money's 
worth," and converts them into money', so there was need of 
some men to distinguish the different values of the coins !If 
different countries, and to supply merchants from abroad or 
merchants going abroad with current coin in exchange for 
the money they had with them. This was certainly a very 
difficult business; ana the necessity of accomplishing it some
how led at a later .time to the establishment of the Bank 
of Amsterdam'. But it was not a calling which was open to 
moneyed men in London in the fourteenth century, as it 
was ~ully preserved as a prerogative of the Crown, and 
exercised by royal officers, or merchants who farmed it from 
the Crown for a period of years. The reason' of this was 
obvious; the minting of money was one of the royal pree 
rogatives, and the officers of the Exchange were empowered 
to see that no foreign coinage got into circulation in this . 
country, but that it was sent to the Mint for re-coinage; and 

1 Except what corresponds to book deblB. 
• The Noble. Rot. P.ri. D. 1JJ7 (14), 452 (117). 
• Rae, Curmtry Bader. 156~ 
• Adam Smith, Wealt" 0/ KalUnu, lV. 8. 
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also that the English currency was not unduly exported. It A.D.127l! 

was not unnatural, therefore, that the business of exchange -1877. 

should be kept in the hands of officials, though freedom 
was granted. to merchants to exchange with one another as 
long as they did not do it for gain, but only for mutual 
convenience. 

While two of the principal functions of modem banking 
were not open to the moneyed men of the fourteenth century, 
they WerG also restricted iD their operations, because the· 
opportunities for lending out money were cQmparatively few. • 
The demand for money.c0r commercial or industrial purposes, ~nd j.,. 
at the only rates at whICh men were accustomed to lend, was 104., r 
practiCally niL It is not likely that the medimval'merchant ""Fit. 

was often able to make a profit on capital if he borrowed at 
80 per cent., and, as a matter of fact, money was not borrowed • 
except' for emergencies,-as in the well-known case of The 
Merchant of.Venice. The emergency might arise in many E .. ,rg ... 

ways; but it less frequently occurred in connection with trade -
than from the sudden pressure of taxation on a man who was 
really wealthy, but had no ready ca.,h· in which to defray 
these demands. Thus royal aud papal agents had the most 
frequent opportunities for lending money to English subjects; 
the Jews had come over with the Conqueror and settled inl 
the principal English towns to carry on money-lending as a 
sort of royal monopoly, and the Lorn bards are said to have\ 
come as the agents of papal taxa.tion. In these tinles taxes 
were levied in large amounts, which were demanded every now 
and then as occasion arose, and the Jews and Lombards lent 
money to the subjects who were suddenly called on to pay large 
sums which they did not possess; they might be wealthy land-
owners or merchants, but their wealth could not be realised, 
and the Jew or Lorn bard was able to take advantage of their 
necessity to charge exorbitant rates. Money-lending in its\ ~ 
beginnings here had nothing to do with commerce; wealthy 
ruen borrowed in an 'emergency, or ·to equip for a war; they 
could give ample security to the lenders, but the rate of • 
interest they had to pay had no relation to the profits of 
commerce, for it was simply determined by the temporary 
necessity <?f the borrower. • No wonder that the Commons' 
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~fi7f.72 complained I that" many men had been undone and brought 
A.D. 1376. to poverty by tHis horrible practice." 
Grat.itm.. It is probable that even in an emergency merchants did 
10..... not often have recourse to borrowing, as the gilds merchant 

TotalmtW 
ojmrmeg 
mall. 

made p.rrangements which enabled them, in some cases at 
all events, to get temporary aid'; but for the ordinary course 
of business they preferred another expedient when they saw 
an opportunity of trading on a larger scale. They formed 
temporary partnerships, in which two or more pe~ns joined 
in the risks of aJ:!. enterprise on the understanding that they 
would share in the gains; this was lawful traffic as the people 
~f London understood it, and men who had money lying by 
~hem might use it so as to gain by it fairly and honourably 
If they would share risks and profits with other merchants. 
There was no reason why a hoard should lie idle because it 
could not be borrowed on a promise for certain gain without 
risk, as it might be clubbed with the hoards of other men 

\ who shared risks and profits together. No objection, either 
ecclesiastical or popular, was made to such a manner of 
proceeding as this ~ while it was available, there was no 
necessity to borrow capital for trading purposes; and hence 
the field for lending money was limited, although the rates 
'at which it could be done were exceedingly profitable. 

Lastly, and most important of all, there was in those days 
a comparatively small supply of money wbich could be loaned 
out; the whole amount of the precious metals in Europe was 
small, and though England had long carried on a prosperous 
trade, the drain for papal taxation and political purposes 
must have been considerable. In the reign of Edward III., 
indeed, the spoils of Calais and the newly-planted industries 
may have combined to bring more bullion to England, and 
to render it more common for merchants or other burgesses 
to possess a hoard which they did not know how to use; but 
at all events it was convenient that the business should be 
earried on by the intervention of brokers, who brought the 
borrower and lender to,gether. and had a commission for their 

1 BoL ptJrl. u. BiiO (1S8, • 
• Compare the Gild Slalota at eo.eutry. Groa, GiU JI.,cJu,.,. D. 50. 

For uther caseB 01 gratuitous loal18 see above, p. 2M) DB. 
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trouble; this seems to nave been the nearest appro""h to A.D. 1271l 

banking during the fourteenth century in ~he City. The -lS71. 

ordinances of 1363 mentioned above' are very instructive as 
to the !lsual practice. and the opinion of the City authorities 
on the subject. "Whereas such bargains are but rarely 
carried out without false brokers, who, for their own profit, 
do often intermeddle so as to deceive both parties, the said 
good folks have also ordained and established, that all those 
who shall from henceforth be attainted of acting as brokers 
in sucb haveries, shall the first time be put in prison one 
whole year; and if 'they shall be a second time attainted 
thereof, tha.t they shall forswear the said City forever, and 
shall be led through th~ City, with their heads uncovered, 
nnshod, and without girdle upon horses without saddles; and 
shall be so escorted from the midst of the place unto without 
one of the gateS of the said City that so all others may be 
warned through them, and be the more abashed to commit 
such or other like knaveries. And be it made known that 
the intention is of all the good folks that the punishments 
aforesaid shall be incurred as well by those who shall .pe 
attainted of being partners in the said bargains, as by the 
principals therein'." Evidently an evil time for those who 
had hoards they were disposed to lend, or for the brokers 
who brought the lender and borrower together, and thus did 
banking business.. . 

111. This account of fourteenth century opinion may The .. ,ri" 

be rendered clearer if we revert to the consideration of the of Ik. , .... 

special illustration quoted above. Ralph Comwaille went to 
the Lombard broker who was to negotiate the loan and get 
something for his trouble; so far it was all right, no one 
took exception to such payment for a real service rendered. 
Walter Southous demanded full security that the money Seeurity. 

should be repaid at a definite date, and there, too, his conduct 
met with full approval from City men at the time. He might 
be inconvenienced if he layout of his money beyond the 

. given time, and if the borrower did not keep his day; to 
avoid risks as to repayment and risks as to punctuality he 
was perfectly justified in seeing that the debt was amply 

1 See above. p. 861. I RUey, Liller ..4.lbus (4-to.)! 820. 
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A.D. 1272 secured. But when he went further than this and charged 
-1577. fOr the-use of the money, public opinion did not support· him. 

His money was • safe, it appeared, he was sure to get it back 
if:,!'.af: i/ at the time he wanted it him:'elfj and that being so, why 

should he charge for the use of It 1 He need not, they would 
have said, have lent the money unless he liked,-unless it was 
lying idle in his strong box,-but having lent it why should 

.. dam.go he be paid for an action which involved no risk and no 
privation 1 Of course, if there was risk, or if the borrower 
'bro!<e day' and caused inconvenience, there Wal a reaSon 
for making a charge j but the case we' have before us was 

! typical of a vast number of transactions when there was no 

\ 

real risk and no real privation, and tp.erefore, as men thought, 
no justification for taking usury, or interest as it is more 
commonly called in the present day. We may regard 80 per 
cent. as an excessive rate of interest, but the City men of 1377 
did not condemn ~t because it was excessive; in their eyes 
it was wrong that there should be any charge for the use of 
money, of which the repayment at a given date was fully 

..anon.i. secured. 'No risk, no gain' was their maxint of lawful traffic, 
and therefore, from their point of view, the man who took 
security, or otherwise bargained hinlself out of all the risks 
of trade, had no claint to share in the profits. 

The 
"",.urn 
jUiltijicG
tion of 
ifllD'ut. 

What then were the reasons of a feeling, which is at first 
sight unintelligible 1 Modem men would be inclined to say 
'that so long as the rate was not excessive, Walter Southous 
did a real service to Ralph Comwaille by lending him the 
money when he wanted it, and that the Lomhard showed 
himself a useful member of society by introducing the two, 
and thus bringing about a transfer of capital that was lying 
idle into the bands of a man who had occasion to use it. 
Such money-lending was in itself useful to society j and even 
though risks were excluded by the terms of the bargain, the 
wealthy man required some inducement to render the other a 
serviC/l; had the City authorities not made regulations which 
rendered it necessary to do such business secretly he wonld 
probably have been satisfied with a moderate rate; Ralph 
Comwail\e had to pay highly for the accommodation, because 
of the mistaken attempts at regulation.' Such I take to be 
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ordinary City opinion now, that (a) money-lending is useful A.D. 12711 

to sooiety by"bringing capital irlto the hands of men who see -1877. 

their way to.employ it well; that (b) people must have some 
inducement beyond security for its return, or they will hoard" 
their money instead of &!Iowing others to use it; and "that 
(c). exorbitant rates have been brought abont by mistaken 
governmental or ecclesiastical interference. From each of 
these propositiops "city opinion in the fourteenth century 
would have dissented. .. 

Tn begin with tc): As a matter of fact, money-lending for Int.,.,,1 • 

the sake of gain had first appeared in England under royal, 'J.":rr,ut ..,. 
and had continued under ecclesiastical, patronages. The high ::::"?,,ly 
rates paid to the Jews were not due to the risk incurred in· 
evading the law, as there was no tribunal which could touch 
a Jew for his part in such business. The high ratell obtained 
by the Pope's merchants were apparently charged under 
forms which were not condemned by the Canon Law, and 
there was no appreciable danger of their being convicted in 
any of the ecclesiastical courts. The exorbitant rates were 
charged because there were comparatively few moneyed men, 
and these men were able to trade upon the necessities of 
their fellow-subjects. 
, Again, it would have been said in reply to (b), that the p~ __ 

opportunities for gain which partnership afforded were quite J.::!aft'l:: 
sufficient to draw out the hoards of the wealthy. 'Let him {%;,::"" 
have full security, or let hint have gain: but money was 
forthcoming without bribing men by offering both security 
and gain. Partnership in risks and in gains was the 1oru1 
way to develop sound enterprise : brokers would be weill 
employed in arranging such partnerships, and there w\:Is 
ample inducement for the wealthy man to bring out his 
money and have it employed for him. But if he would not\ 
take business risks, he ought 'not to bargain for a share in 
business gains; however small the sum he asked might be 
he was clainling an assured gain when the speculation might 
really fail, and the borrower have to pay for the use of money 
which had as a matter of fact proved useless. If he liked to 
lend money for which he had no use, and to require repayment 
at a given date, and get security for the repayment, good and 
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A.D. 1~72 well; but to ask for the most moderate usury for money he 
-1877. ~uld not use, and would not fisk, seemed to the men of that 

time quite unju'stifiable and merely extortionate. 
.. b.d;, .... • And hence the fourteenth century City men would have 
~;:!~=. emphatically denied (a), since money-lending was not useful 
~:;;,~;:;u to society according to their notions. Apart altogether from 
.enefi' th. the injurious effect on the morals of the lender, which the 
.... .,un.ty. Church should look to: apart altogether from the injury done 

to the borrower who was lured by an unreal advantage to his 
ruin, it did mischief to society by hindering la~ traffic; 
just because men could make large sums by lending, they 
were less likely to join in partnerships, and undertake the 
risks of trading, though it was by 'lawful traffic' and not by 
money-lending that the prosperity of the country was really 
developed. In so far as the wealth of moneyed men was 
diverted to usurious dealings' instead of being employed in 
regular trade, there was a danger and not a benefit to society, 
for money was actually diverted from the directions in which 
it could be best used for the real advantage of the nation. 
On the whole it appears that City opinion was in perfect 
harmony with the principles about natural and artificial 
riches which are laid down in Oresme's treatise. 

1 See p. 557 below. The ecc1esiastie&l authorities bu.ded themselves about th8 
moral character of semred investments of various kinds rather than with tbe use 
of capital engaged in trade. The condition a, onder which Btont chargee bad been 
treated as allowable, were Il'adoally di8J'egarded. AD interesting example II giVeD 

by Mr Leadam, Seket Ca.u in lAe BI4r (Jham1Jer, LD.:s:m. 
• John Gower. Vi«. of &cU<, in PoliriuU &mg. (Bolla). L 858. 



IV. LANCASTER AND YORK. 

I "DISINTEGRATION AND THE BEGINNINGS OF MODERN 

SOCIETY. 

112. THE course of English History till the reign of A.D. 1877 

Edward III was marked by continued, if not steady growth. ;~:5;f 
Even the struggles which brought about temporary dis- ""tiona! 

organisation, had resulted in "the iufusion of new and valuable t:;r~" 
elements into the population. Danish settlers and Norman ..... n.! 

artisans found a footing on our island, along with the agri
culturists who had won it at an earlier time. From the 
Norman Conquest onwards, we appear to ha;'e a constant 
development of the powers of producing wealth. There 
was a rapid increase in the towns and a real progress in the 
rural districts, as is evidenced by a comparison of Domesday 
Book with the Hundred Rolls; and the monuments whieR 
survive prove the excellence to which Englishmen had at-
tained in many of the arts of life. 

There also had been a great improvement in the means ."d"sooial. 

of regulating the industrial and commercial forces of the 
eountry. The moral suasion of the Church, in protesting 
against slavery, in securing the weekly rest of the serf, or in 
seeking the protection of the pilgrim, was no longer the 
chief factor in introducing improved condi~ions for industry 
and for trade; the king's peace and royal charters had 
given definite securities here and there, parliament had 
begun to legislate for the country as one industrial and com-
mercial whole, and the amhition of Edward III synchronised 

ua U 
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A.D.1877 mth a'definite scheme for the relations of England. with 
-1485, ~ther trading cOuntries. 

But the social structure, which had been thus gradually 
built up, was subjected to a severe strain, and to more than 
one serions shock, during the latter part of the reign of 
Edward III., and in subsequent times. The long-continued 
French war, even though it enriched this country with spoil 
for a few years, must have been a constant drain on Eriglish 
resources, both of men and money; the ener~ thus. mis
directed was not available for prosecuting the various lines 
of industrial progress that were opening up. On com
merce this long war had still more noticeable effects; for 
the disturbances in France rendered the old route from the 
Rhone valley northwards impracticable for merchants, and 
the great fairs of Burgundy ceased to exist'; the old lines 'of 
communication and places of intercourse were utterly de
stroyed. 

Still more serious mischief was done by the Black Death; 
some attempt has been made above to estimate the extent 
of loss inflicted, but it is also necessary to add that recovery 
seems to have been very slow indeed. There was no country 
from which a stream of population could pour to fill 'up 
the space that was left, and it rIJJJ.y be doubted whether 
lIhe population and productive power of England had even 
begun to recover, thirty years after the plague first visited 
our shores. It is perfectly clear however, that even if the 
population were increasing, it conld not be so effective in. 
dnstrially as in old days. The old methods of organisation 
lhad broken down, and a long series of troubles with the 
labouring class culminated in the Peasants' Revolt of 13tH, 
In preceding chapters we have been able to follow the story 
of a gradual growth which went on for centuries; but in 
entering on this new period we .hall have to try to trace 
th,e effects of sudden and violent catastrophes. It is not easy 
to follow out the far-reaching consequences of the Black 
Death, or to indicate all the readjustments which it set in 
motion. 

There is a special difficulty in solving these problems, 
1 See below, p. 422. 
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1eCaQj;e the most superficial examination of the fifteentli A.D. iS77 
enturj presents us with a number of startliD.g contrasts, so -14f16. 

hat it is by no means easy to detect the general course of 
,vents. There is a temptstion to lay stress on some feature,·CJu.tid«l 
.hich was prominent in certain places, and to exaggerate its .f""""' ... 
mportance by neglecting the qualifying or conflicting con-
litions which ;ere certainly present, but which do not lie so 
nuch on the surface. Under these circumstances there need 
Je liule f<lI'SOn for surprise that different writers have ex- • 
}ressed strangely conflicting opinions about the condition of 
I!:ngland dnring this period. Mr Denton' paints it in the 
larkest hues as a period of misery and disaster; while au-
;horities like Sir Frederic Eden" and Professor Thorold 
Rogers" have argned from the rates of wages actually paid, 
md have spoken. of it as the time when the masses of the 
people attained the highest degree of material prosperity. 
!'he picture they have drawn of the rural population harmo-
nises with the vivid description, which Mrs Green' has given 
lIS, of the vigorous life in some English towns at this time. 

Many interesting facts may be brought forward in support 
of each ot these conflicting opinions in turn, and hence a 
great mass of evidence ean be adduced to shew that each one 
of them is an overstatement. It has been noticed above that E.u. ... 
there is no such clear sign of prosperity, either in the present ~ 
day or in the past, as is given by certain building operations. 
If men have wealth which t~ey can afford to sink in unre
munerative works, they mnst have enough and to spare. The 
fifteenth century was a great period of church and chantry 
building and decoration; it was also an age when many civic 
halls and merchants' houses were erected in the towns, and 
it cannot have been such a desperate tiIqe as Mr Denton's 
langnage would lead us to suppose. On the other hand, the 
evidence which he adduces as to the general condition of 
the rural districts renders it necessary that we should be 
careful in interpreting the figures which Professor Rogers 
has collected;; quotations of prices never carry their own ex-I 
planations with them, and we can only get at the real mean-l 

• Fif ... ..u. 0 ..... ",. p.lOS. 
I Biz Ceniuriu. p. 826. 

t Butof1j 0/ the PotII'. L 66 • 
• T ..... Lt/ .... 68. 

24-2 
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A.D.1811 \ihg of such particular facts, when we view them in the,light 
-1485. pf social condit1ons. We shall see below that the figures 

given by Professor Rogers do not necessarily bear the in
terpretation he has put upon them. Again, though Mrs 
Green has gathered a large collection of interesting facts 
about towns that were making progress, she has had to con
fess ~hat she could only procure detailed information about 
comparatively few; she has written as if the others were 

• making quiet progress also, and has failed to tltke &ClIOunt 
of the incidentsl evidence that many of them were silently 
·declining. 

A.ft""p' to We cannot get at the truth of this difficult period by 
.. :::::mi- ignoring either side of the evidence, nor can we hope to 

strike out any rough and ready compromise between opinions 
that are diametrically opposed. The solution is only to be 
found in more careful and discriminating study, which will 
shew how far and where th~re was progress, and how far and 
where there was decay. We need not be surprised that, in 
a period of rapid change, there were many phenomena which 
it is, at this distance of time, difficult to reconcile. The 
historian of the future may be tempted to think that the 
declarations of free traders "that our prosperity has increaSed 
by leaps and bounds," are incompatible with the "bitter cry 
of outcast London." Yet both sets of facts have coexisted 
side by side in our own day. If we could get a thorough 
understanding of the fifteenth centwy, we should doubtless 
be able to reconcile well-established pieces of evidence re
garding it, which now seem to be conflicting. 

lNdru. It may be convenient however to point out the direction 
r::~ in which, as it seems to me, a reconciliation is most likely 
by to be found. No complicated investigation can be conducted 

with<>!lt the help· of a working hypothesis; the following 
suggestion is only offered as a first approximation to that 
complete explanation which cannot be hoped for, till the rich 
local records of several towns and manors have been more 
thoroughly eJ<anlined. On the whole it appears that the 
fifteenth century was a period of general distresS, when little 
employment was available in rural districts, when the roads 
and internal communications fell into decay, and when the 
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toWDjl had not vigour enough to recover from the desolation A·.D. "1877 
caUSllli by the Black Death. Industry, in£emal commerce. -1485. 

and tillage were alike depressed. But yet the gloom was by 
no means unrelieved; there were two directions in which, ~1!::.r"" 
despite the general distress we may find signs of new pro- ::..;. ... 
sperity. The cloth trade was developing in many parts off."' ..... 
the country, and all those who were connected With this 
particular industry-in growing wool, or manufacturing cloth, 
or ~portipg it-were flourishing greatly; it is not a little" 
curious to notice how many of the perpendicular churches--
like those of Long Melford and Lavenham-are monuments 
to the prosperity of this special industry in a time of general 
depression. The action of Edward m in encouraging the 
introduction or" improvement of this trade was bearing good • 
fruit. But even if there had been no additions to the pro- • ..1 of" 

duction of the country and no increase in the volume of E~;l'~k
trade, there was another way in which there seem to have..... ~ 
been new developments of native prosperity. The commercial 
and finOJ}.cial business of the country had been partly and 
was being increasingly transferred from the hands of aliens 
to those of Englishmen; the wealthy burgesses, who had 
taken the places of the Je'fs and Lombards, were able to 
organise themselves in important companies and to build 
magnificent Halls both in London and other towns. We 
may find a clue to thread our way through many of the 
confused phenomena of the time, if we remember that, de-
spite the general depression and decay in town and country 
alike, the cloth trade, in all its branches, was developing 
rapidly, and that the English capitalist was conducting in 
English towns much of the business which had hitherto heen 
done by aliens at fairs'. 

n3. The violence of the economic changes, which were D"':J' of 

at work during the last half of the fourteenth century, can be ~':itJooritg 
.partly indicated from the fashion in which they reacted on" laow 

1 The parallel ilrFrance is of considerable interest; when commerce began to 
revive after the Hundred Years' War, it was DO longer conducted by Lomba.rdll and .. 
other Bliens ., the great fairs, but by native Frenchmen who formed a. sort of .
commercial aristocracy, and it centred in the towns, espeeiaJly those of the south" 
(Pigeonneau. Oommerct M "' France, D. 889), though there was also much activity 
In Bouen (Ib. 854). 
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the constitutional system of the country. It has been PQinted 
out above that'during the Norman and Plantagenet reigns, 
the Crown was of supreme importance as connecting the 
various parts of the country into one, in controlling the 
whole, and initiating progress of every kind. This was no 
longer the case at the beginning of the fifteenth century; 
though there was a revival of royal influence at its close, 
under the Y orkists and Tudors. Richard II. seems to 
have schemed ingeniously, in order to utilise ,the U<lrest 
of the times for his personal advantage; but bis effort 
to obtain absolute power ended in failure. His deposition 
affected the prestige of the crown; while the usurpation 
of Henry IV., and the weakness of Henry VI., all con
tributed to lower the importance of the kingly office. A 
strong monarch rIke Edward IV. was able to do much to 
assert himself, but it may be said of him, and of the Tudors, 
thai they appeared strong, because there was no effective 
resistance; it may be doubted if they had the same influence 
in controlling the conduct of affairs throughout th~ realm
so mnch power to rul&-as Edward L or even as Edward IlL 
And if the Crown was ineffective for internal rule, it was not 
successful in fulfilling the duW, most receutly undertalien, 
of protecting the realm from enemies on the seas, and in 
finding a footing for our citizens in foreign parts. English 
shipping continued to suffer from.the attacks of pirates; the 
English coasts were plundered by ferocious expeditions that 
recall the days of the Danish invasions; and the terms of the 
commercial treaties, of which 80 many were made during 
tbis period, show that trade was not a peaceful calling. 

While the royal power was thus wanting, i' cannot be 
said that the parliaments were as yet either wise enough 
or strong enough to provide an effective substitute, or to 
maintsin a good central government. We may perhaps 
trace in them the new political importance of that c~ 
of English moneyed men whose rise has been noticed above. 
In 80 far as English merchants, or English rowns, were the 
royal creditors, they had an opportunity of bringing pressure 

• upon the Crown I_an opportunity which was constantly used 
1 Stobbs, CtnUI. HW.u. 379. 
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both.under Richard II. and by the Lancastrian parliaments. lU>. ·1871 

The centre of gravity of power had shifted since the time -:-1485. 
of Edward L in accordance with changes in the distribution 
of wealth. But though the Commons were able to assert 
themselves effectively as against the Crown, they had neither\ 
the wisdom nor ~he self~restraint flhat .was necessary if the 
realm was to be well governed. The LanCIIBtrian parliaments 
furnished important precedents in regard to constitutional 
pro"oedure. but they were not altogether deserving of respect, 
and their influence waS not such as to provide the country 
with a really strong central authority. • 

The lack of effective political control is even more obvious D.",yof 

when we turn from the central authority to the local ad- :~:ti
ministrative authorities. Their weakness appears to be to 
some extent the unlooked-for result of Edward l's reforms; 
through his action there had beey. a growth of national 
powers, and· it was perhaps an inevitable result that local 
life, industrial and political, should at any rate cease to 
develope, and as new circumstances arose, should be proved 
inadequate. Edward I. possibly intended parliament to do 
little more than supplement the existing institntions, and 
during his reign it may be that both were doing good work, 
and that the local conrts and chartered towns were con-
ducting their affairs wisely in the comparative peace which 
was secured them by a strong ruler. But the succeeding 
reigns tried them severely; the parliament not only supple-j 
mented but superseded their powers', while the feeble' 
government of Edward II, and the economic difficulties of 
the time of Edward III., subjected them to a very severe 
strain. The manorial authority proved powerless to control bee ..... 

the social and economic movements which originated with i~u:~nt 
the Black Death. The reign of Richard, with the convulsions ~W1rdlI 
that marked it, brings into clear light the darker side of the 
changes which had been taking place in the previous reigns. 

The Peasants' Revolt in 1381 was the overt expression 

'The elI .. 1 of ... tIDn&l regulation in superseding \he inlIuenco of local 
authorities is seen, not only in roraJ. districts with Justices of the Peace, but in 
the decay of Craft Gilds in towna. A.e a modern mUBtratiOll we IDa,. compare 
how ihaScbool Board system-ha.e tended to supersede, not JIl8lely to supplement, 
... olDD~ eft'ortl. 
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A.D.1S??· 01' the disintegrating influences which were affecting "very 
-liS.. side of social life ; though the outbreak was repreS/led. there 

is no reason to helieve that the old institutions. which had 
maintained order and enforced morality. recovered an effective 
sway. Alike in town and eountry the foundations of their 
influence were sapp~ The manorial system was doomed 
at the time of the Black Death. and an agricultural revo
lution was spreading slowly but surely throughout England i 
not till the time of the Tudors did it advance sorrapidlyas 
to attract the great attention it deserved; but the change in 
the position of the labourers. which was a concomitant in 
this revolution. soon came into startling prominence. When 
Richard II. ascended the throne a large proportion of the 
English peasant population were serfs; when Henry of 
Richmond defeated the third Richard. serfdom was fast be
eoming extinct. Manorja.! authority was ceasing to have the 
pmctical importance which it had once possessed in regard 
to all the details of village life. 

011l'1<b. 

and 01 
uck
.Ifl~eal 

."jluerw.e. 

Nor did it fare better with the regulation of town in
dustry; many of the towns were over-a.,sessed and sank into 
decay under the burden of taxation for the war; but even in 
cases where trade was expanding. just because it was a time 
of growth. there was a strain on the industrial organisation. 
It eould not readily adapt itself to the new circumstances 
which had arisen in eonsequence of this. expansion; the 

"management of commerce by Livery and other Companies 
may have undergone some improvement. but the system of 
cmft gilds. at any rate in London. was beginning to get out 
of gearing. as we may note with speciaI clearness in the time 
ofHenryVL 

The weakness. which is seen in all these civil au thorities, 
also affected the Church on every side. The snpply of clergy 
continued to be insufficient, and the religious houses never 
really recovered from the devastation caused by the Black 
Death'; from one cause or another the ecclesiastical powers 
no longer inspired the respect which had once. rendered them 
important factors in the economic life of the realm, and this 
may be one re"'''On why the eondition o! secnlar moralit~ sank 

, a..q .... no _Pula....._. 
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so terribly low as it appears to have done during this period'. A.D;1877 

, But in some directions, at any rate, the secu1ar consciousness -Us..· 
imposed a stricter rule than ecclesiastical authorities tried to 
enforce; the laxity of the courts Christian in regard to usury 
and chevisance is a complaint on the part of city men-who 
certainly showed no inclination to connive at these mal-
practices. Nor do the monasteries appear to have been 
altogether exemplary in providing for the rdief of the poor, 
wli.;n they needed an admonition from parliament in regard 
to this matter. ) 

114, The reign of Richard II. ml/.y be regarded as, a.! .... 
turning-point, because in the course of it this process of decay o.par'UT<. 

comes into clear light, but it would be an error to ~egard 
this age as destitute of all constructive force. The consti
tutional changes by which the Commons were able to assert ' 
themselves and to eStablish their claim to take an effective 
part in the government of the country were of lasting im
portance; and they were specially noticeable at this juncture, 
sinoo they mark a turning point in economic policy, We 
may discover in the legislation of Richard ll.'s reign the 
germs of economic ideas which were destined to have most 
important results in the subsequent history of the country, 
The commercial policy which Edwar,d m had pursued was &.."al 

discredited by failure; and a new scheme began to appear 1.t:: 
which maintained itself in its main outlines till the presE\n 
oontury, It was a policy of encouraging the native shippin 
which Edward III, had neglected; it favoured native mer 
chants, and subsequently artisans, in opposition to aliens, an 
at the possible expense of consumers'; there were deliberat 
attempts to encourage the agi}cultural interest an 
especially the corn grower; part of this new scheme w 
an endeavour to attract the importation of bullion for th 
accumulation of treasure and not merely with a view to the 
maintenanoo of the purity of our coinage, In all thes 
respects the legislation of Richard's Parliaments is very 
different from that which held sway during the greater part 
of the reign of Edward Ill; but the dust of conflicts between 
sectional interests, local requirements and perSonal ambitions 

1 Denton, Fiftanth a~nturvt 119. • See pp. 266 and 811 above. 
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. ~P!8!?77 nlust have completely obscured the underlying issues at the 
time, The LonGon Fishmongers were the spokesmen of the' 
shipping interest; -but there was frequent agitation against 
their monopoly of an article of common consumption; and it 
may be doubted if they were· conscious pioneers of a new 

cmdjir" 
ngtUlof 
mercantile 
'1I1It.em. 

policy, even though they had an important part in laying 
Ithe foundations of the Mercantile system, The Navigation 
Laws, the Cor1\ Laws, and the deliberate manipulating of 
'commerce with a view of procuring bullion wer", allied· in 
fact, since they were economic expedients which subserved 
the development of {L vigorous national life ; but in Richard's 
time they seem to have been adopted separately to meel; 
pressing practical needs. The agricultural depression con
sequent on the Black Death. gave a sufficient reason for 
encouraging tillage; the jealousy of aliens-even though 
they were continental subjects of the Crown-contributed to 
the passing of the first Navigation Act; and the difficulty of 
meeting the demands for Papal taxation called attention to 
the dangers which might accrue from a steady drain of 
bullion. Each was a separate object, and each appealed 
specially to a distinct class in the community; it was only 
gradually that statesmen came to co-ordinate them, and to 
treat them as parts of a definite economic policy. The 
keystone which eventually bound them. into a • mercantile 
sy$tem '-the desire of national power-was not altogether 
awanting in Richard's reign, though it was not so potent as 
it afterwards became; but we may certainly feel that an age 
which took a new departure in so many directions, and with 
such far-reaching results, is not withont great constructive 
importance in the story of English commerce. The history 
of after times throws a strong reflected light on the maxims 
of commercial policy which were coming into operation from 
the time of Richard II. -

TM a...:.. 115. In looking back, too, we may disceru something 
0/-"", more than the disintegration of society; there were signs of 

decay on all sides, bat there were also traces of social 
reconstruction in new forms and on new lines. Medi&lval 
groups were breaking up, but modern distinctions were be-
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ginnillg to appear; and we see indications of the lines t>f A.D.1S77 

clea;age which are familiar to us in modern times, and which -148 •• 

have given us the different classes 6f· our existing society. 
Feudal society had been an aggregation of local groups, each 
directly connected with the king as head; the inhabitants of 
each place hsd their position and privileges as members of 
that group, whatever their precise status might be. In 
Edward llI.'s sumptuary laws, however, there is a recognition 
of .classes in the nation at large; and this appears more 
cl"';'ly at' the time of the Black Death and in the sub-
seqnent 'statutes of labourers,' which attempted to enforce Labotwor': 

regulations for wage-earners' wherever they were found, 
throughout the whole country. Before Tudor times, the 
main lines of cleavage of English society had ceased to be 
perpendicular, into privileged-local groups, and had become 
horizontal, into separate classes, and classes precisely similar 
to those we have now. Employer and Employed, Landlord • 
and Tenant are seen, with the relations between them 
reduced to something like .the simple cash nexus of modern 
times; social conditions had become such that the owner of ~i1:t 
capital could make himself felt as an important power, not tft : 

only in commerce, but also in regard to the management of 
land and the organisation of industry. Large capitals were 
invested in sheep farming, and the wealthier companies gnd 
wealthier members of them were the dominant powers in 
industrial life in London. . 

The recognition of a labouring class in the country 
generally, and also of a moneyed or capitalist class of nll.tive 
Englishmen is ~he principal feature in the period on which we 
are entering'. The attempts to define and to regulate the 
labouring class throughout the realm as a whole, begin at the 
time of the Black Death. It is not so easy to assign any date 
for the rise of a capitalist class. We find the names of wealthy 
individuals and little knots of moneyed men specified all 
through the fourteenth century. We cannot be surprised that 

J Those aeeused of demanding excessive wages were draW)l from e. large 
Dumher of calliugs. Putnam, op. cit. SO. 

~ Compare the OamlJridge Modem Huto,.", I. 491 r OD Economic Olumge. 
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.. considerable class should have arisen before its close, .when 
we consider the 0PE0rtunities which were accessible to the 
enterprise of the English capitalist. The financial crises of 
the time of Edward III. had laid open to natives a large field 
for business operations which had previously been carried on 
by aliens. One after another of the bodies which had formed 
the moneyed interest in the country had Buccum bed. The 
Jews had been expelled by Edward I., the Tcmplars had been 
'broken up in the time of Edward II., and the Florenbine 
Bankers had been ruined by Edward III. The wtole of the 
financial and banking business of the country had been 
broken up once and again; yet all this time the trade 
with foreign lands was increasing, and industry was being 
developed, while money was coming more and more into use 
in the ordinary life of rural districts, and natural economy 
was being superseded by a system of cash bargains. The 
forms and methode of business differed from those to which 
we are'accustomed, but tbere can be little doubt that during 
tbe fourteenth century native Englishmen had new oppor
tunities at every commercial centre of taking a part in 
financial business. 

The reahtyof this change in social structure must not be 
ignored, for it had very important results: there is sometlmes 
a u.mptation to speak as if the halcyon days of English 
prosperity had been arrested at the death of Edward I., and 
mere disorganisation subvened till the strong government of 
the Tudors rendered progreSs possible once more'. But the 
two centuries which intervened between the time of 
Edward I. and Henry VII. were not wholly.barren, and the 
Tudors did not take up the task where Edward left it. It 
may be that the soil had rest while the nation was distracted, 
and that a silent recuperation had taken place unknown and 
unobserved; in any case the manorial farm of Edward's 
days would have been a terrible obstacle to the agricultural 
il)lprovement which was going on under the Tudors and the 
Stuarts. Whereas commerce had merely been municipal and 
inter-municipal in Edward rs time, it had become national 

1 Dt:'utoD, Jt'iftee1tl4 Oemwr!l. 65, 124. 
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" and jnternational in Tudor days; while a vast a,:!"ount of ~i9~~77 
experience as to the possibility of regulating industry, and 
the best methods of promoting commerce had been acquired. 
When we see how intimately the great industrial and com-
mercial code of Elizabeth is connected with previous attempts 
at i<igislation, we can judge better of the real advance which 
was made during the long period of depression and transition . 

• "11. TtHE lI1EBCANTlLE CLASS Ah'1> THE LAlloURERS. 

116. The first hints of the so-ca\led mercantile scheme Th. ' 

of commercial policy and the increasing importance of capital ,:/,:.~h.nt 
have been spoken of .. boye as the two main elements which . 
attract ·our attention at this time. It . is not fanciful to * 
connect them both with another phenomenon which is 
noticeable duriD.g the reign of Richard II.-the wealth and 
political importance of the native merchant class'. 

It is not a little remarkable that, in spite of the dis
advantages of which they complained, 'the mefC!l.Iltile classes 
had been growing in· wealth and importance during the 
reign of Edward m.; the ranks of the nobility were even muler Ed· 

. then recruited from among English merchants'. We should ward III. 

probably realise the new state of affairs most clearly if we 
thought of the new men, not so much as merchants, but as 
capitalists. The progress made by the capitalist class is most 
clearly shown by their increasing organisation, and the 
formation and incorporation of companies of merchants, each 
of which dealt in a particular class of goods. Some account Tl" 

has already been given of the rise of the two most im- :;~';t;~ 
po~t companies of this type, the o,rocers and the Mercers; ~:'e;::, ..... 
dunng the first forty yeaI'll. of thell' existence the former 
attained to overweening proportions; ,they were accused of 
encroaching on the business of other traders', and they had 
immense influence in the government of the City. They • 

1 The deliberate encouragement 01 a body 01 London merchants to compete 
with aliena in the shipping of Wines i8 Been in the letters pa.tent granted by 
Edward m. to the Vintners' Company. See below, p.882. 

S Bourne. Bngtu" Merchants, 66, Iki. . 
, llot.Parl. u. 277 ... 
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~Pi~~77 were largely represeIJ.ted among the aldermen " and olle of 

them, Nicholas ~rembre, seized the mayoralty for a second 
time by violence in 1385'. These companies had emanated 
from the classes of wholesale dealers and retailers respectively. 
There is evidence of the growth of a trading class and 
specialisation by different branches of commerce, not only in 
the offshoots of the older companies, such as the Apothecaries' 
and Haberdashers', but in the new attempts to discriminate 
between different kinds of trade. In 1363 it was ena.eted' 
that no merchant should deal in more than one kiIfd of mer
~handise, and though this measure was repealed in the 
following year', a somewhat similar result was attained by 

yin,...... the formation of two new companies, the Vintners and 
• Drapers, in 1364 and 1365 respectively: The charter granted 

,to the former company is of special interest', not only because 
'its language affords an early anticipation of many parts of 
the Mercantile System, but because we see that this company 

, of Winetunners of Gascony was to consist of two classes,-
• the Vinetarii, who dealt wholesale and were importers, and 
the Tabernaru, who bought from the importers and retailed 
the wines; the. two branches were analogous to the Grocers 
and Meroers, as one had to do with the wholesale trade, by 
tuns and large measures, and the other with retailing by the 
small measures. The Vintners had exclusive rights of retail 
as against alienss, and were encouraged to compete against 
aliens in the import trade; for this purpose they were allowed 
to export cloth and herrings, but only to Gascony as return 

Drap",. cargo for imported wine. The Drapers, as they were called 
in London, corresponded to the Clothiers' of the West of 
England and dealt in cloth; the growing importance of the 
industry is shown by the establ~hment of a weekly market 

1 A. B. Beaven in E1IfIlU1& HUtorieal Bet!IiaD (1907), D:II. 6211. 
I Herbert, L 99. See the Mereera' petition in Bot. PGri. (1386). 
• 08'sboot of Groeers. 
• Oft'sboot of Hercen who c1ea1 in a.r tl'oeiu. Her~ D.688. 
• 87 Ed. Ill. c. 6. • sa Ed. m. c. 2. 
, Ii is priD1ed in Strype'8 SUnD, D. bk. v. p. 19t. Compare .... BJ1D.8I'. 

Fader4. m. i. 742. 
8 Bot apparenu, BODle alien. were memben of ii. 
i Herbert, SH. 
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for the sale of co~ntry cloth at Blackwell Hall in 1397'. Thp A.D. 1m 

Fishmongers had a long standing. and we!'e not mere retailers -1899. 

for they were among the chief shipowners on the Thames'. 
they were wealthy enough to give considerable assistance to 
Richard II.; they were strongly hostile to aliens. but there 
were many complaints of their monopoly of this victualling 
trade and it was thrown open under the Lancaatrians'. The 
attempt to limit each trader to one kind of goods could not 
be maintained; and we have already. in the case of the 
Vm'tners. lln indication of a new method of definition, by the 
local limits to which they might export '. 

The formation of capital in the hands of native English- w'~Y 
men was evidently going on. and there are indications that ••. , ....... 
men were rising from the ranks of the craft gilds to compete 
in internal trade. Nicholas Brembre appears to have taken 
an active part iri preventing weavers and tailors from taking 
up the business of drapers'. by enforcing the restriction which 
parliament passed in 1363'; this was obviously intended. 
to prevent artieans from .encroaching on the business of 

.merchants. 
We may gather some additional confirmation as to the P .... " 

growing importance of the capitalist class from the changes ~~h"" 
which were made in the constitution of the City. These 
were sudden and violent, and it is difficult to understand the 
objects which rival factions had in view, more especially as 
the worst rioting by the city mob synchronised with the 
incursion of peasants ,from Kent and Essex under Wat Tyler'. 

1 Lif). Company OOftlmusion (1884), DXIX, pt. i. p. 170. 
, Unwin, Gilds oj London, 89, 40 . 
• WeIBford, 8trengtA of E7Igland, 166, 162, 174, 179 . 
• According to the view here taken we first have the gild merchant regulating 

dealing of all kinds within the town (8oe above, p. 219): next we have craft gilds, 
regulating the production of a particular elaas of goods (see above. p. 841) i now 
we have livery companies regulating dealings, eapeciall,y if not excloaive1y who~ 
sale dealings, in a particular class 01 goods in a given city; and later we !w.ve the 
Dl6l'Cbaot companies, trading in a1lsorts of goods with particular foreign countries. 
and wiUDn specified limits (see below, p. 416). There are BOIDe signs of all these 
gilds and eomplUlies in the history of LondoD, though the existence of B gild 
merchant in LODdon iB doubtful. It is Dot perhaps quite clear that the twelve 
great companies ha.ve anyprecise a.na.logue in other EogliBh towoe; but there • 
were gilds merchant, era.ft gilds. and merchant companies in many of them. 

6 Herbert, L eo. D. II 87 Ed. m. o. 6. 
'/' The reasons for the conduct of HOrDe IlDd the other traitorous aldermen who 

facilitated the entry of the men of Kent mlo LondoD (Reville, Bouu"ammt, 190) 
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A.D. 1877 '.I:he constitution of the City had been settled in the time of 
-;;;11!~"" Edward 11.'; bat ill 1376, when the conduct of LyonS and 

Peche had caused wide-spread scandal', an attempt was made 
to put the government of the- City. on a more democratic 
basis by organising a Common Council to be elected by the 
misteries'. Complaint was subsequently made, however, that 
the proceedings of the Council were swayed by clamour 
rather than by reason and the popular powers, both as to the 
election to the Council', and in regard to the electi,?~ of 
Aldermen' were considerably restricted. Steps .tere taken 
to insure that no single company should have a dispropor
tionate share of influence; but the wealthy merchants were 
able to retain a dominant position in civic politics; and by a 
custom which continued unbroken for centuries, the important 
administrative offices were reserved for members of one of the 
Twelve Great Companies. 

~..:.~h"" The great increase in the wealth of the mercantile class 
• is specially significant, as it occurred at a" time when the 

nobility were greatly impoverished. There had been an 
extraordinary change in the distribution of wealth, and the. 
moneyed interest began to exercise unwonted political power. 
The movement was not by any means confined to London, 
though it is not likely that there were many companies of a 
purely trading character in provincial towns in the time of 
Edward ill The formation or reconstitution of great gilds 
for social and religious purposes in such towns as Wisbech', 
Coventry' and Norwich' at all events suggests the existence 
of a class of prosperous dealers; and there is other indirect 
evidence that the centres of trade were placeS of very con..ider
remain unexplained. The attack on the Savoy is alleged to han been begun by the 

. citymob,andnot by the peuant.e(Oman, GrtalBoolt,l94}; anddter£ thenovicea 
.and well-m.mng ODes had been appeaaed • (Froiasart, c. lS8). an artaek WII8 made 
by Walter Attekeye, a brewer, of Wood Street, on the Guildhall, with the new of 
destroying the • Jubilee Book' (lUvDle, op. tit. 206). 

1 Noorthouck. Hinmy of L...w., 785. 
S R. B. Sharpe, Letter Book H. 88 . 
• The 6rst result of this revolution seems to have been &he eompiliug of the 

book called Ju.bilee, which ID1l8t han contained regulation. which bore hardly on 
• the Fishmoug... and Brew.... (B. B. Sharpe La .... Bod H, 41 and DOle 
above.) 

, In 1884 (Sharpe. "p. oil. 227). • In 1397 (Sharpe. "p. oi •. ~.) 
.W ....... W~4.152. 
, Mrs Green, TOIOfI Life, n. !05. , Blomefteld, NQr/oli, II. 7M. 
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.bie wealth. Like Edward I. and Edward ill' Richard II. A.D.IS'I1 

found 'it necessary to borrow, eithJlr in anticipa~ion of revenue--
1899

-

or for the sake of some exceptionally large expenditure; but, ..... 1876. 

while his predecessors had for the most part relied .up~n 
foreigners, he was able to draw upon native resources, and he 
seems to have borrowed chiefly, though not exclusively, from T ....... 

corporate bodies. On one occasion he pledged his jewels ':Xil,or •. 
with the city of London and obtained £9000; and lists 
haVE! been preserved of the payments made by different 
townS in 1882, 1386, and again in 1397. It is not easy to 
see on what principle ihe demands were regulated, as it did 
not apparently depend on any accurate assessment'. These 
loans were exacted both from private pers@ns like th~ great 
landowners and from towns as well; an analysis of the list 
of 1397' shows that of the 193 contributors 78 were ecclesi-
astics who gave ·sums varying from £1000 to £13. 68. 8d., 
45 were gentlemen who gave sums varying from £400 to 
£3. 68. Sd., and the remaining 70 payments came-from towns'. 
The class of moneyed men were made to bear a large share~ 
<>f the burdens which had hitherto been defrayed by the 
landed interest only, whether ecclesiastical or lay. To lie ou 

1 On his transactions with Richard Lyons, Bee Bot. ParI. II. S'U (17). 
S Thus Gloucester which paid twioo 88 much as Cambridge in 1897. paid a 

smaller sum,. £54 as against. £60, in 1386; default to meet the demand c:alled for a 
renewed requisition of a proportional payment from ev8l']" citizen worth £20 in 
Boston. Rymer. Fadua, YD. 544 .. No mention 0«1ll"8 of several importantplaeea 
in thillist, e.g. Newcastle and Coventry, the latter of which bad contributed £320 
in 1386. Interesting information 88 to the special characteristics of each town will 
be found in a document printed by C. Bonnier. Eng. Hi.". Ra. :1VJ. 601. . 

• London, £6666. u.. 4d.; Bristol. £800; Norwich, £388. 68. 84.; BOlton, 
.£SOO;-Lynn, £266. 138. 4d.; York, Gloucester and Salisbury, £200 each; 
Lincoln • .£lSB. Cia. 8d.; SoUthamptoD. £l1S. 61. Btl.; Bury. £106. 138. 44.; 
Cambridge, Colchester. Hull, Hereford, Shrewsbury and WinchesteT, £100 each; 
Oxford. £SO; Abingdon. Canterbury, Chichester, Grantham and Harlaxton, 
Leicester. Northampton, Nottingham. Sandwich. Stamford, Scarborough, War
ecs\e.r and Yarmouth • .£66.1&. 411. each; Cirencest.er, £60; Wells, .£68. St. tW.; 
Beverley, £46 i Bedford, Blakeney and Cley, Dover, Ely, Grimsby, Huntingdon, 
Hadleigh, Hornca.stle, Ipswich, Louth, Maldon and Sall and Beepham, £40 ee.cb.; 
Lymington, £88. IS •. 4d. j Barustaple, Barton.on-Humber, Cromer, Ludlow, 
PonWfract. Sudbury and Thetford. £26. 1&. 44. each; 'SOoth. Cawston, Dorby, 
Lavenham, Whitby, Plymouth and Lichfie1d, £20 each i Beccles, Bilde5ton, 
Bodmin. Burton·oo.Trent and Lostwitbiel. £18. 61. ed. each; Harwich, £10; 
Braintree and Liskeard, £6. IS, . .w. each. 

f, .Macpher&OIl, I. GOd. 

C. H. 25 
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A.D.1877 pf their money on the king's behalf! was probably mnch more 
-1899. of a grievance Jio the merch~nts than to the landownem 
Shar" i. Even more distinct evidence as to the position of mer
......... nt. cbants may be gathered from the rate at which they were 

Th. 
standard 
o/liwng 
•• tho 
XythUfl
tvryand 
in the 
1"' ..... 
day. 

. . 

assessed for the poll tax of 1379. The tax of 1377 had been 
levied at the rate of 4d. per head '. and the returns of the 
amounts collected give invaluable information as to the popu
lation at that date-a quarter of a century after the Black 

lDeath '. But the poll tax of 1379 was graduated. The 
sums levied on the trading classes are as IarKe as '!;bose 
taken from the nobility. if the DUKes of Lancaster and 
Bretagne and the Archbishop of Canterbury. who were each 
to contribute £6 . .138. 4d .• are left out of account. The Lord 
Mayor' of London was to pay £4. like an Earl. Bishop or 
Mitred Abbot; the London Aldermen and the Mayors of 
larger towns £2 each. like barons or abbeys with a rental 
of £200 a year. The mayors and jurators of other towns and 
the great merchants were to give £1 each. like knights or 
abbeys with a rental of over £60. The substantial merchants 
and mayors of small towns were to pay 138. 4d .• 108. or 68. Bd. 
according to their estate. like the landed esquires and lesser 
abbeys; and smaller merchants and artificers were to give 
68. 8d .• 38. 4d'l 21 .• 18 .• or 6d. All seems to show that ihe 
trading classes had come to form a very important section oC 
the community for fiscal purposes'. 

117. These lists give an interesting survey of English 
society. and of the wealth of different classes at the end of 
the fourteenth century; it is impossible to glance through 
them without having questions raised In regard ~ the 
material well-being of the ordinary Englishman then, as 

1 The lists from which t.hese facta are taken are In the form of Iettere to the 
treasmor 10 offer oecurily!or ibe repayment of Uoe Ioaua 10 ibe ftri .... pam .. 
who had accommodated ibe 1dDg. Rymer. Fteder. (origU!al). m. 841, 6<8. The 
Ic.n of 1397 was OIl the kiDg'8 penonall8CUrity. Rymer, TIlL 9. 

, Bot. Pari. D. 36< (19) • 
• The C01IDtiea of Dnrham and Cbester are Doi ineluded, but the r~ giTea 

for ibe _ of England 1,376,442 I&y peroona above 10 ........ y ..... of age. The 
IoIal popuIaUoD, clerieol ODd I&y. including _ ....... tleo is .... Uy __ ., 
2,500,000. Topham, in ..4rebologia, TIL 837. 

• &~ Pari. DL 57 (IS). For ibe _ papoen.. ... Willino, 0_;" 
II. IU. 
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Impared with that of a man ,in a similar social position m.A.D.18'17 

Ie present. day. No attempt will be made Ilere to answer -1899. 

"h questions at all precisely, but some !.lUggestions may be.. 
,rown out which show the difficulty of solving the problem. . 

In the fifteenth century the mercantile classes had a. 
osition of dignity and importance in all English towns; and 
le house and style, which were maintained by a merchant .6. ~ .... 

rince who could entertain royalty, show us the height ofpnnc .. 
18 terial comfort that was attainable by rich men at the 
:wei: The 'visit of Edward IV. to Bristol was the ocoasion A.D. 146L 

f magnificent pageants in the town, and he was the guest 
f William Canynges in a house of which fragments still 
amain". It had been built as a suburban residence about 
he end of the fourteenth century, and' had all the newest 
mprovements; the gro~nd floor was no longer of bare earth 
,ut covered with' tiles, and the' overhanging bay windows 
f the fimt floor were co"lPletely glazed, probably with 
ichly stained glass. The amount of plate, which a merchant Magnifo . 

ould then display, was of great value, as he invested an , .... oflti 
xtraordinary proportion of his wealth in this form; and 
he hangings on the walnscot, and the glass would not im
lrobahly be better than any that could now be procured. 
3ut despite all this magnificence, there was a singular lack locI: 01 

If comfort even in the ,house of a merchant prince '. .. Few '''''lIo,'. 
louses. even those of the gentry, could boast of more than 
,wo beds for the accommodation of the inmates, and any 
lossessing three or four were considered to he furnished with 
,his article of domestic comfort after a very extraordinary if 
lot extravagant fashion." The sleeping accommodation in the 
,ttics of Canynges' house was small and uncomfortable; the 
~rincipal apartment would have tahles on tressels, benches, 
,nd window seats, with but little other furniture, anel. the 
aoore would have mats of plaited straw. 

This picture of 'the home of a merchant prince is at least 
suggestive of the conditions under l\'hich other men lived, who 
\Vere .0 poor. that they could afford little or nothing for display; Hom .. of 
if there was so little comfort in the sumptuous abode of the til. poo,. 

1 Compare the account of the dreIS, etc.; 01 John ~ woolstapler, of Salis. 
bury. Duke, Proltutionu Ai8wriead. . 

• P.,.ce, TAe Can"ng" Family (1864), 126. • Ibid. ne; Steffen, op. d" 285. 

25-2 
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A.D.1S77 great magnate of Bristol, the homes of the poor must have 
-1S99. beell. most misQrable, according to nineteenth century nbtions. 

}to may be that our)ife would seem dull and colourless to fte 
(J/w.ngdn· fifteenth century burgess; the whole conditions of society 
';.;::r:.? ,have so altered, and the requirements of an ordinary EngIish
... n". man are so different, that we can hardly get any sound basis 

for comparing the standard of comfort then and now, and we 
are forced to fall back on a merely physical test. \V e may 

The "'P' ask how far the social conditions were favourable for the 
:~;~-:. maintenance and prolongation of human life, and wJi;ther 
·~:.1.1ife. they were more or less favourable in the fifteenth century • 

than they are now 1 
Unless the statements of the chroniclers .. re grossly 

exaggerated, England suffered severely during the firteenth 
century from two scourges which are now entirely unknown 

Famines -famine and pestilence. the population was dependent on 
the seasons for the food supply~ and though this might be 
plentiful in good years, there was often a general scarcity 
which was intensified in particular districts into a local 
famine. At such times- men were driven to use aCorns and 
roots for food', and had recourse fo the Besh of dogs and 
horses: some cases of cannibalism are reported'. It was only 
rarely that starving people were reduced to such extremities, 
but there is some reason to believe that they habitually used 
diseased and unwholesome food, and that they were thus 
rendered a ready prey to the ravages of pestilence. The 

;:ilenee. Black Death was specially terrible, but we read of many 
other visitations, the accounts of which are sufficiently 
appalling. .. A century during which more than twenty 
outbreaks of plague occurred, and have been recorded by 

1 Bolinsbed, WIg. 
" Ia 1314 .. notwithatanding the lltalala of the laBl Parliament, the Kings 

Writtes &e.. all UriDgs were sold dearer than before. no fleshe eoalde be hacl, 
Capons and Geese could DOt be found, Ega were hard to come by, Sbeepe died 
of the rot, Swine were out of the W81; 8 quarter of wheal, beanes and peue 
were solde far 20 shillings, • quarter of 14a1te for • marke. a qaarter of Salt lor " 
S5 shillings." In the next year .. Hone leah Wall counted great delieatal; &he 
poore st.oIe 'aUe Doggea to eate: IOIDe (u i1; "u aide) compelled &htough 
famine, in hidde p ...... did _ the deoh 01 their owne Childnm. and ...... 
stole others which they devoa:red. Thee-rea thai were in priaone did placke in 
pieces those that were Dewlie 1Jrought amongst them awl greedily deYoured ibem 
b&lf alive.·· Stow. A.R"~. 
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the cljroniclers, can ha.rdly be regarded by us except as onE!':.I..D.1877 
long unbroken peJ;jod of pestilence',"", "," The undrained -1888, 

neglected soil; the shallow stagnant waters which lay upon 
the surface of the ground, the narrow unhealthy homes 
of all classes of the people; the filthy neglected streets 
of the towns; the'insufficient and unwholesome food; the 
abundance of stale fish which was eaten; the scanty variety. 
of the vegetables which were consumed ; ...... predisposed the 
agrieul tural and town population alike to typhoidal diseases 
and left th~m little chance of recovery when stricken. down 
with pestilence '," It is thus that Mr Denton sums 'Up the 
normal conditions of life in the fifteenth century', 

It may however be argued that this picture is too highly 
coloured, that he has attached too much importance to the 
exaggerated statementa of ill-informed chroniclers, and that So 

the famines were only local, and the pestilences only occa
sional' and due to climatic· conditioUll rather than induced 
by the habits of life, We may approach the problem from Tho.,,,,,,,, 
the other· side and try to form some estimate as to the means Z::b~r.,." 
at the command of the ordinary labourer' for procuring the dispo.a/. 

necessaries of life. He could not of course secure a greater 
degree of comfort than the merchant prince, but how far could 
he count on obtaining an adequate share of the supplies'that 
were available? What were the means at his disposal? for 
even though food were plentiful and cheap, the ,labourer 
might suffer real privation, if he was too poor to purchase 
corn', The. means at his disposal would depend partly on 
the rates of wages and partly on the constancy of employment, 

It is probably true that when the daily labourer was R .... o/ 
engaged on a long-continued piece o~ work, and could count wag'". 

1 Denton, 106. I Ibid. lOS. 
• Compare also Rogers (Fort. Bev. m. 19S) and Jessopp (FriGrB, 89). who tu'8 

both speaking 01 the lour\oenth century. 
• The evidence is discusaed in considerable deta.il by Dr Creighton, Hutory of 

Epidemica. L 225. Be shows good J;'easou for supposing that the pl'evo.lcnce of 
leprosy, which was alluded to in the second edition of this book (p. 847), has been 
generally 618ggerated (chapter ii). , 

• During a recent famine in India, when the export of "lice from Beugal 
eontinued, it was 8O.id that there WIl8 au.ffi.eient food if the people could have had 
it couvoyed to them and purchased it, e.nd that they suftered from povert1 rather 

.than 8CArclt,y. 
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A.D. 1877 'on constant employment, he fared well; the statutablE! wageR 
-1899. were not low !Cs compared with rates tha,t had been formerly 

paid, and Professor Thorold Roger!! maintains that the slims 
actually paid were sometimes in excess of the limits laid 
down by parliament. This might seem to show that there 

Irregu. 
lantyof 
employ~ ...... 

was a great demand for labour; but there is also evidence 
that employment was irregular. "The custom of hiring 
labour by the day is more general during the sixteenth anrl 
seventeenth centuries than it was in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth, mainly because the practice of culti;ating lands 
was abandoned by the great land'owners and wealthy corpo- • 
rations, and the labour which they hired was occasional and 
casual'." A comparison of the salaries of servants engaged 

I by the year, with the wages of day labourers, makes it 
~ 'probable that 'day wages were comparatively high, because 

: employment was so irregular that the labourers could not 
I live unless they were .well paid for any work they got to do; 
but no accurate conclusion can be drawn, as those who had 
yearly salaries may not improbably have been indoor ser
vants. Still it seems unlikely that, even if they could eke 
out a living from the common waste, the daily wage earners 
of the fifteenth century had a larger free income than the 
agricultural labourer of the present day; we could not insti
tute an accurate comparison nnless we knew not only the 
prices of the articles they used, but also the quality of the 
goods they were able to procure. It is not easy to obtain 
such information in the present day, and we ,cannot hope 
to get sufficient data for judging about the distant past. We 
can, however, as Prof. Nicholson has shown', find illuminat
ing facts both as to the condition of particular classes and the 
progress of society by a careful study of the changes in the 
relative prices of certain commodities in common UI!8. 

::Jid"l' On another side, however, the question seems simpler, as 
to the amount of free time at the labourer's disposal The 
holidays were frequent, and those who were paid yearly 
salaries would have the advantage of thew; they were care-

1 .dgrictdlllN cutd Priu.,I'f'. 498. 
I PriMp," 01 Politieal Ei'A)IJ&(1fR'. IlL 65-99. 
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fully t:aken iuto s=>unt in. reckoning the payments that were ~fS9~~77 
due for opera vendita '; but the day labourer would only find 
that they reduced his opportunities of finding employment 
and therefore of earning. His free time must be reckoned, 
not by the periods of enforced idleness, but by the leisure he 
could count on when fully employed. In so far as regularity 
of employment and short hours are a test of the well-being 
of the workman, the fifteenth century day labourer was 
badl}' off; his summer hours ia.sted from five in the morning IuJu., 01 
till half-p.Jt seven at night, with breaks which amounted to lobo.... • 

two hours or two hours and a half· in all 
On the whole it appears that, even if we altogether forego ~::fd7.i(::: 

the attempt to measure how much one or the other was olIM 

better off, the balance'of advantage lies with the modern rural i.!."'!:.. 
labourer. In all probability his employment is less irregular, 
and his hours are shorter; he enjoys practical immunity 
from famine and pestilence, and he is far less exposed 
to attack from 'enemies: or to violence from unruly reti-
nues' .. The French Wars and the Wars of the Roses led to 
a terrible amount of disturbance and crime, and we may be 
certain that whatever disasters occw-red,-whether pillage or 
famine or pestilence,-the poor were least able to resist its 
effects and suffered most from it. Taking one consideration 
with another we may feel that the lot of the labourer did 
not render his life a good one from an insurance point of view. 

It might indeed bave been supposed that tbese evils ~i .. ry ".d 
were so far common to all classes of society, that the labourer d .. eo,,'''''. 
might be satisfied with his condition, since he could not 
hope for any great improvement. The distinction between 
rich and poor was marked by all the externals of rank, but it 

t Compot .. Boll of WilBford in Hampshire, 1447. British Museum, Additional 
Charters. 27,679. .. 

S The long houri of which ~lfriC'8 ploughmau complained-who had to plough 
an acre or more in the day-would Dot great1;y di1!er from those insisted on in 
the Act of 1496 • 

• This was no new evil, for it was B grievance in the time of Edward L. both 
in roral distriots (Song on the Retinues of Great People in Wright's Polimd 
Bong., Camden Society, 237) and in towns. Licence was reqnired by the Bishop 
of Durhnm while attending parliament before he could venture to quarter his 
retainers at Stratford at Bow (Rymer, ~'«de1'Q, IV. hiS). From the time of Rich&rd 
n. (18 B. II. 8&. m.) there was.frequent legiBlation ag&inst the practice till &he 
reigu of Henry vn., under whom it was practioally suppressed. 
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*as not such a wide gulf as separates the East and West of 
London in the" present day. Though all classes w~re so 
much more nearly on a level,.so far as the material conditions 
of well-being were concerned, there is ample evidence that 
the I~bourer was not so comfortable as to be contented with 
his lot; the records of frequent riots and constant crime 
show only too clearly that the masses of the population 
were not only poor, but also miserable; their political im
portance came out chiefly in antagonism to the exiijting 

. order. The attempt to widen the basis of taxa(.on and to 
,force wage-earners and peasants to contribute directly' to the 
irevenue was the signal for the great revolt of 1381. 

foli'; •• , 118. Changes in the relative distribution of wealth as 
::::;;h'::,:! between landed proprietors and the capitalist classes seem to 

• be reflected in the new powers which merchants possessed for 
influencing the policy of the realm. A body of men, who 
contributed to the royal necessities as largely as the citizens 
of London did, had really a direct means of putting pressure 
on the king; the towns from which the king borrowed had a 
more immediate means of making their wishes felt than 
through the agency of petitions in parliament, where the 

M,~.1.·Ia:nded interest might not always suppon them. This is 
p

olo
'1l.. possibly the reason why the objects they had at heart were 

secured to them by charter, at a time when the statutes were 
framed on different lines; but before the end of thf! reign of 

I
'RiChard II. statutory force was given to some of the principles 
of trade-management for which the London merchants had 
been steadily contending. 

Rum.· i. The chief point for which they pressed was a limitation 
~t:.o:' of the freedom of aliens, especially their freedom to compete 

with Englishmen in internal trade, and to sell by retail. 
The deeply rooted objection to the upland man; which shows 
itself in the earliest monicipal laws, appears here in a later 
form; men who bore the burdens of the town had a right to 
the gains which came from itS trade. The mea. of London 
pat then: case very strongly in 1372, when they urged that 

I The poll lax o.fI'ered the meall8 of proearing reYenlie by. much lea cumbrous 
IIUlehinery than w .. required to collect the flues iDcurred by oftend.en agaiDsl 'he 
Statutes of Labourers. Dictumqoe fnit; ibidem quod peeania regn.i taera& ill 
manibua opi4cum et JahorauUulD_ E~Il. HUtCWI4TWJII, B. S. m. 845. 
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they could not meet the royal demands if their ancien.,t A-D. 1877 

cha.rtkrs·were infringro by the privileges newly granted to -l3SiI. 

aliens'. They took a very early opportunity of bringing 
their grievances before Richard II., who reaffirmed their 
ancient privileges, but in doing 80 he made a further ex: 
caption in favour of his subjects in Aquitaine·. This indul- A.J).13T1. 

gence appears to have been withdrawn by the statute of 1378, 
which forbids the aliens to sell wine or other imported 
me~handise by retail in London or other towns, though it 
gave thenl considerable freedom at fairs for selling by retail 
and seliing to one another'. Subsequently the privileges of • 
aliens were affirmed by statute', and the charters of boroughs A.D.lSS7. 

set aside in their favour~; but in the end the citizens were 
too strong for them, and carried a measure after their own 
heart', for it' prohibited aliens from selling to one another • 

.. 
ru.d from selling by retaiL The statutes' which had A.D. 1m. 
favoured aliens were set aside and it was enacted that" no 
merchant stranger alien shall sell, nor huy nor merchandise 
within the realm with another strange merchant alien, to sell 
again; nor that no strange merchant alien shall sell to retail 
within the said realm, nor shall put to sale any manner of 
wares or merchandises, except livings and victuals, and also 
that aliens shall sell wines by whole vessels, and spicery by 
whole vessels and bales, and in no other manner; and that 
no manner of spicery, after that it be brought within the 
realm, shall be carried out of the same realm by alien or 
denizen upon pain of forfeiture of the same." . It may be I .. ....., 
said that this measure marks a stage in this long struggle ~~1 
with foreiguers: contests with foreign merchants in the 
fifteenth century have a different character, for Englishmen 
were beginning to compete with them in that foreign trade 
and ~g trade in which they were ~entually to succeed 
80 well What they had accomplished 80 far was that they 
secured the retail tRl.de and the internal trade of England for _ 
Englishmen. 

1 Rot: Pari. D. 814 (46). s Rot. P4r1. m. S7 (1!!7). I :1 B. II. n. 1. 0.1 • 
• 6 B. II. 81. D. e. 1; 14 B. U. c. 9. 6 11 B. II. Co 7. 
s 16 R. n. c. 1. On the political iuJluencea which brough' about &hese 

ehanges of poliey CODlpare We1sford, 8tr6flgtA oj Eng14lt.tJ. 145. 158. 
'9Ed. m. 8t.Le.l; 25 Ed. III. et.m.o.2i nan. e.? 
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n. They were not satllified with the victory however, 
f~r they were anxious to obtain a firm footing in f~reign 
trade as well, and demanded that encouragement should be 
given to English shipping. The policy of Edward lIT. had 
told against the English shipper; though the statutes which 
gave commerce over to his alien subjects were not strictly 
enforced, for the London Vintners got their charter in 1364, 
and Englishmen continued to frequent the marts at Bruges', 
and obtained indemnity for the severe penalties to wl>ich 
they had rendered themselves liable'. The com&iercial re
strictions, though they hampered, did not entirely destroy 
English shipping; but there were other causes which led to 

. its decline. The owners and crews· of ships requisitioned for 
'.D . .1872. war were put to great expense and inconvenience', and they 

,. suffered by the enforcelOOnt of forfeiture' for trivial breaches 
of custom regulations; and the decrease of the navy appeared 

lIto be a public danger'. This feeling found expression in the 
\ first Navigation Act', which is of a very sweeping character. 

A.D.158L I" To increase the navy of England which is now greatly 
diminished, it is assented and accorded, that none of the 
king's liege people do from henceforth ship any merchandise 
in going out or coming within the realm of England, in any 
port, but only in ships of the king's liegance," under penalty 
of forfeiture of goods shipped in other vessels, the third part 
of which were to go to the informer. Apparently, however, 
the navy was so far minished that the statute could not 
be enforced; and an explanatory clause was added in the 
following year to the effect that English ships when "able 
and sufficient" should be preferred" before aU other ships'." 

'.D.1890. A further condition was annexed' some years later, from 
which it appears that the shipowners had taken advantage 
of their monopoly to' charge exorbitant rates, instead of being 
satisfied with" reasonable gains." . 

M""", au iii There was a third point in the great statement of 
~~76. the grievance of the towns which was made in the Oood 

1 aol. 814pvl. See .4pp..aiz O • 
• HoI. PorL n. 311 (20). 
, Ibid. m. 94 (35); 58 Ed. m. L .. 8. 
• Ibid. n. 314 (46). 
, 6 B. IL 8t. L c. 8. 

, Bot. ParZ. II. au (d). 

See p. 414 below. 
• 5B.n.et.LC.8.. 
I 14 B.II. e.G. 
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Parliament; it was mentioned in connection with the 00- A.D. 1$77 

co~ement of aliens and the decay of -shipping. Men -1899. 

said that the land was withont money', and this last point 
received consideration from the parliaments of Richard IL 

." For the great mischief which the realm suffereth, and long A.D.lSSL 

hath done, for that gold and silver as well in money, vessel, 
plate and jewels as otherwise by exchanges made in diverse 
manners is carried out of the realm, so that in effect there 
is ~one thereof left, which thing if it should longer be 
suffered ~onld shortly be for the destruction of the same 
realm, which God prohibit·," it was ordered that no onl .' 
shonld export gold or silver except for the wages of Calais 
and other fortresses beyond the sea. Necessary payments 
were to be made with royal licence, and through the agency 
of good and sufficient merchants, who were to be sworn npt 
to send any gold or silver beyond the sea under colour 0 

the said exchange; the debt was to be liquidated in the 
last resort by the export of goods, not of bullion. By a later A.D. 1390. 

ststute this was explicitly ordained witli respect to payments 
made to Rome; it is possible that a decline of the Floren-
tine exports of wool rendered intervention of this kind more 
necessary than before'. An interesting commentary on the 
whole is found in the record of the information on which 
it appears that the statute was based'. The Warden and 
other officers of the Mint were summoned to give evidence 
as to the reason.. of the scarcity of coinage. The large sums 
paid to Rome, and the export of money in the course of 
exchange were the chief points they spoke of; some laid 
greater stress than others' on prohibition of the export of 
bullion, but one of the officers, Richard Aylesbury, stated his 
opinion in terms which appear to anticipate the doctrine of 
the balance of trade. Sj,nce neither gold nor silver is to be Bola.", 0/ 
had in England unless' it is imported from abroad, he con- ,rath. 

sidered that if the merchandise which goes out of England • 
were well and justly governed, the money that is in England 
would remain, and great plenty of money would come from 

1 BoI, PtJtrl. Do 8S2" (69). t 6 B. II. at. L 0. 2. 
I See p. 488, below. Compare also 14 B. n. c. 2 . 
• Bo" Pori. m. 126, i. and 2. 
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·~~9~~77 abroad; the valu~ of imports should never exceed the ;vallie 
lOf exports. Papliament went so far as to pass a statute of 
I employment' by which they insisted that half the value of 
!the imports of aliens should be expended on English exports'. 
, Edward m. had also legislated with reference to the. 
currency and in terms that' are somewhat similar to those 
quoted above s. but none the less may this enquiry. and the 

A.D.ISS5. statute which resulted from it. be taken as marking an 
important point of departure. The reference to the ':.de

c struction of the realm" suggests at any rate the itnportsnce 
T" ... ". of accumulating treasure for political purposes, and not merely 

as a circulating medium; of this there is no hint in Edward'. 
statute. Besides this. the attempt to regulate the expendi

A.D. ISS!. ture of merchants was a distinct addi tion to his regulations. 
• Tile permission Edward made in favour of fishermen coming 

in small ships with fish, and who might be paid iii gold and 
silver since they did not" meddle in other merchandise .... 
shows that the rule at which he aimed was an exchange of 
goods·for goods'; butthere is no evidence that he attached so 
much importance to it, or saw its bearing in the same light 
as the parliaments of Richard IL 

]:",!.a",.' . 119. These grievances in connection with the commerce 
... 01,. of the country will help to account for much of the nnrest 

which characterised the time of Richard II., bnt we must· 
look a little more closely in order to understand the reasons 
for the violent and widespread revolutionary movement which 

'.D. lSSl. occurred in 1381. The .peasants had many sympathisers 
in other classes of the community, and the irritation caused 
by the enforcement of the Statute oC Labourers would be Celt 
in any area where capitalism had come into vogue and there 
were clearly marked classes oC employers and employed': this 

1 14 R. n ~ 1. Parliament adopted • bullionist expedient., while Bicbard 
Aylesbury appean to haTe heeD • men:anlilisl..-to adopt Inma which were in 
Tague iII &he se.eoteenth cento:ry. < 

I 9 Ed. nL sLu.c. 1 . 
• sa Ed. UL d. L C. 2. The mercmtilisi. of the StDaJ1: lime _oald haft COD. 

detDDed with all \he lORe a/ IaDguage \hey coaJd ...... BDd,. ~ 10 ..... 
Ii8hing-Ihe oehooI of _~ \he band of IomgDen aDd 10 ,.,. \hem iD 
baIlioo for domg iL . 

.. ADd dWI is dear from the TintDen' charter of the same dale. 
• Compare the eommiAion to the Keepers 01 &be P~ace a1 Benrley. DeriDe, 

. SotJheaetll~ 268. lio. 16-l.. 
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WM the case in LOIidon, and probably in the clothing country A.D. 1377 

of Norfolk. But in rural districts generally there was no ;~~~d" 
wealthy capitalist class such as existed in the towns; the ~~,;i:'
men who had been wealthy were now on the verge of ruin 1 ; p..,.,,,h,d 

the old system of land management which rested on mutual 
personal obligations, discharged in klnd, had become im
practicable; and great difficulties arose in connection with 
the introduction of the cash nexus, pure and simple, into 
rufill life. This was what the villains preferred; and the) 
commutatfon of labour-services for money payments which 
was gradually taking place' went on rapidly' in the period I 
after the Black Death when larger amounts of circulating/ 
mediums were available'; b)lt when the landowners began to 
reorganise estate management in accordance with the new 
conditions, they adopted expedientswhich"affordEJ9less scope • 
for employment, and there must have been increased difficulty 
in maintaining even the diminished population. In cases afld .. er, 
where labour could not. be procured, or additional land was {;;k:'t t. 
tbrown on the lord's hands through the deaths of the tenants, 'J,::!.i. or 

the lord might be alm~st compelled to take to sheep farming', l!:d,}!.;r 
k .... 

J Come par lea Peatilencea at graut.z ventz soot diyerses meachiefs et menail
loUBe8 aVeDUZ, diverses Hanoirs., Terres et Tenementz de notre Seignour 18 Roi, 
tenuz en chief. Iluxi bien come &uLrea. sont touz desolatz •. gastez at anientez: Ii 
bien lea BOIDRge8 at Bondages come les chiefs Manoirs at tieus. Tenantz de 
Bondage come feurent devant ne poent ore mre trovez. Et pur lea dites 
Meschiefs eeohuire. at pur avoir a8cun profit des dites Terrea at WMtes, lea 
Seignours des clites ruiuo1l8e8 pla.ces leslessent, toute ou partie. a terme de vie pur 
les enhabiter, q'est snrvys et aceomptez Alienation saunz cougie du Boij lesqueux 
Lessez De pocot estre Alienations 10. ou D08tre Seignonr Ie Boi ad Tenants en 
droit. Bol. Parl. II. 279 (83). 

t Herdsmen at wages were a part of the establishment of lome manors, where 
other services were uncommuted (Maitland, Hutory Qf Cambridgewre McmQ7'8 in 
Engli81a HiBtQriC4l RetMtD, xx. 417). Hired labourers with the lord's own o:tellscems 
to have often been preferable for plongbing to the enforced l&bour of the villains 
and their oxen. Trevelyan, .Age Qf Wycliffe, 186 i Ashley, ECOPIOfAic HutfJry, 
1. i. 82; Page, Fro1utdivute, 22. 

8 Page, End 61 V.UaiJl4ge, 67. ProfeasOl' Thorold Rogers greatly antedates the 
Ume when services had been commuted in the country genernl.ly (fiiz Centuries, I. 
44.258); heoveD aaserw that in 1881 "DOJDetDory went back tot.heolder custom." • 
(EeOflt'mliD lnt~ 29). This hu led him to argue that the £undament.aJ. 
grievance wu an attempt on the part of the lords to re-introduce prewal service 
(Biz Oenturiel,218). 1dr Page's researches have rendered this view untenable . 

• Page, Ff'OhnJiemte, 22; Trevelyan, ~g. of Wllcliffe, 186 i Ashley, Econ. 
His'. L 82 . 

• Davenport, Norfoll; Manor, 50, SOj Collum, Bau:,tetl, 2:17. See p. 44::1 below. 
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A.D. 1877 b.ut this was quite likely to bring him into conflict with the 
-1399. . . An h d' ~ hI' d • :1 surv1vmg te~anJ;ry'. ot er expe lent was lor t e or to 

1\ let his land either for arable purposes or for sheep. The stock. 
'I,and-Iand lease was a convenient agreement during the latter 

half of the fourteenth century', but instances occurred both 
earlier and later'. TIie new tenant took the land and the 
stock off the lord's hands and made in return a definite 
annual payment. Gradually, and possibly by mere lapse of 
time as the stock died off, it was replaced by the tenant,);lOt 
the lord; and we thus have early examples of thb ordinary 
system of English tenant farming, in which the capital is 
supplied by the tenant, who pays a definite rent to the land· 
lord for farm and buildings. The yeoman farmers, or tenan t 
farmers, as we may call them, may have mostly sprung from 
the class of labourers who had no holdings, and were under 
no obligations to do predial service', but some of the bond· 
men were able to take land on new terms. 

With th, The grievances of the villains in 1381 were primarily 
:i':"~i..i. social; to some extent they might perhaps be described as 
'JJ.,,:h "z", sentimental; though they also involved serious hardships. 

In the lack of detailed evidence as td'the precise nature ()f 
the economic element in their revolt against the existing 
order', we may b6rrow some light by considering the agrarian 
difficulties which came into prominence in Tudor times, and 
by arguing retrospectively to the earlier stages of the' 

,movement for' enclosing'. It is also very instructive to 
\,~][amine the analogies suggested by economic changes that 
\ re going on in Russia at the present time in consequence of 

he freeing of the serfs. 

1 See p. 526 below. There are compJainta of repeated trespass of peuaote .nd 
their cattle on the lord'. pasturage. Oourl 11011, Stap1eford, January 1882-
British Mnseum. Add. CharteR, 28792. ' 

I Thorold Rogen. Agrictdture tMId P,;cu, L 24-
• Ball, Formula Booi, u. 19, No. IS. See also ..4ppau1iz B. p. 586 below . 
• IIr Page point. out that the &errices eucled from &he new esurte were 

comparatively light, and thal u soon as all the waste land of the village was 
allotted in holdiDgB, an increase of villaiD population would mean the growth of • 
..... of villain Blat.., who had DO predial obligatkm8 __ \her had DO land. 
Die UmllXJndlURg del' FroArttliaate ill Gddrellte. 20. 

, There is an interesting statement in 1 B. U. c. 6. 
I See below, p. 528. 
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Sir D. Mackenzie Wallace points out that in "the tim .. A.D. 1877 

of serfage an estate formed, from an' economie point of view, -1899. 

a co-operative agricultural association under a manager who 
possessed unlimited authority and sometimes a!:msed it, but 
who was generally worldly wise enough to understand that 
the prosperity of the whole required the prosperity of the 
component parts." A" communal equality" had been arti-
ficially maintained; but in consequence of recent changes 
"the,strong compact whole fell into a heap of mutually in
dep;;"dent >units with separate and often mutually hostile 
interests. ...... The restrictions on individual freedom have 
been removed, the struggle for life has become intensified, 
and as always happens in such circumstances, the strong men 
go up in the world while the weak ones go to the ,,:all.. All :::::::,:; •• 
over the country we find on the one hand the" begmmng of p""po'.'" 
a village aristocracy,-or perhaps we shauld call it a E!~:
plutocracy, for it is based on money,-and on the ot~er m~:;
hand an ever increasing pauperism. Some peasants po.ssess marked 

capital with which they buy land outside of the Commune, 
or embark in trade, while others have to sell their live stock, 
and have'sometimes to cede to neighbours their share of the 
communal property. This change in rural life is so often 
referred to that a new word differentsiatsia (differentiation) 
has been invented'." • • 

In England the economic changes' consequent on the 
introduction of the cash nexus would be sintilar, with the 
great difference that in England in 1381 the serf had not 
become free, and was therefore not able to better his position 
by migrating or seeking other employment as the Russian 
peasants habitually do. The sudden introduction of the cash 
nexus in consequence of the labourers' demands could not 
but give rise to a great deal of mutual recrimination between 
different classes of the community. The personal ties be 
tween rich and poor were sometimes softened by kindl 
sentiment and timely assistance; this seems to have survive 
in the case of some of the monasteries till Tudor times', bu 
the cash nexus would strain it considerably; and there . 

1 lltUBio, 200. I See p. 628 below. Compare also Wallace, op. cit. II. 198. 
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mnch complamt in Wycliffe1 and Piers Plowman' of the 
harshness of the landed classes. The breaking down of 
habitual practice and introduction of new conditions almost 
necessarily ~used a spirit' of enquiry as to the, grounds on 
which the authority of the manorial lords rested. What 
justice was there in the exclusive claims of the lord to the 
game on land, where the villains had common rights·! What 
right had the lord to prevent one of his tenants from trying 
to better himself by taking service in a town! The economic 
grievances in rural districts, and such incidental unnoyances 
as the obligation to use the lord's mill', or the interfering 
with a right of way', were the occasions of a discontent which 
found expression in attacks on the foundations of society, 
The villains of 1381 were not communistic, but they were 
in a ~ense anarchists, since they regarded the whole social 
system, defined by legal documents, as unjust, and as some
thing that ought to be swept away', Hence the assaults on 
muniment rooms', and on the Temple' as the home of the 
legal profession become sufficiently intelligible; while the 
manner in which the tenants of St Albans' were satisfied 
over the question of game, and the men of Kent a.nd Essex 

1 "Lol'ds strive with their tenants to bring them in thraldom, more than &hey 
should by reason and charity:- Wycliffe, EngU,h Waril, E. E. T. 8. 254, 

51 Le.ngland, PiertJ Plounnan, VI. 89. • 8 Knighton, B. S. 137. 
, The villains on breaking into 8. Albans abbey at once took poueuion of the 

handmills which the abbots had confiscated. Ge6ttl .4bbat1fm S . .Albani, m. pp. 
009, 329, 346. This popnlar feeling gave additional point to the addreo of Jakke 
Hylner, where the state is compared to a windmill. Knyghton, 1381. Compare 
also Sir Walter Scott.'s de6Cl'iptioD 01 the 1diller of Melrose and his anxieties, in 
the Mtm0.8tery, c. IS. In 1737 there was much dissatisfaction at Manchester, 
because the millers of Hanehester insisted that all the inhabitants shouJd grind at 
their mills U tho' they were Dot able to serve halt the town ... · See the epigram in 
the GentluMn'. Magazine, 1787 (vu. p. 507). 

But the pat1.icular grievances that seemed moo oppreesive differed in di1ferent 
places: at Cambridge the toW08ID8D rose against the Univenity, and ftrR aUaeked 
Corpu Christi College, If beea.use that college wu endowed with mao,. candle 
rental 80 tbat a sixth part of the town is said at that time &0 belong thereunto." 
Fuller, HUt. Um". Oam}). p. 69. 

Ii J. RoM, Historia Re!fUlll' .A.n.gliae, p. 126 . 
., The sentiments which Shakespeare pole into the mouth.of Jack Oade are 

more appropriate to the riJriDg UDder Tyler and BaD. He.ry VI, Part n. Act IV. 
So. 2. 

T Wahringbam, Rut . ..4."91. L 455. The revolt hu thu a famllylikeneae to the 
great revolution in France. Maine, ForlnigAtly Be"uID, xu. N. 8. p. 462-

6 Oman, op. cit. 58. • Beville, "p. cit. 35, 45. 
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when personal freedom ';as conceded', goes to show what it A.D. 1371 

was that they felt to be oppressive.·. -ISll9. 

The 'differentiation' of which we read in Russia was 
a marked feature of English rura.l life in Tudor ti'!les'; and 
it had begun to show itself in Norfolk' within a generation 
after the Black Death. The new cla.ss of yeomen farmers 
were probably gomg up.in the world'; while on the other 
hand there is no .reason to suppose that there had been The ..... ?1' 

any. improvement in the lot of the peasants who had:::: ;;:"mg 

not secure:! additional land, if indeed they had not gone ~t •• 

from bad to worse. The subdivision of land seems to 
have proceeded very far before the Black Death', and 
there appears to have been a considerable cla.ss of landless 
villains. The villain-holdings, when worked on the old 
methods, would in many cases hardly suffice to maintain"a 
family except on the verge of starvation'. The villains who 
carried on a collective husbandry on the old system might 
not find it easy to market tfteir produce and obtain money to 
pay their quit rents', and they could in all probability make 
little profitable use of the additional time they had at their 
disposal. All the conditions were present which would give 
rise to 'land hunger'; and although we do not find it 
specia.lly mentioned, we cannot infer from the silence that it 
did not exist.· There. would be a difficulty in "formulating 

1 Soo above, p. SSS. , See p. 628 below. 
8 Davenport, Norjoli MaftOl", 68 . 
.. There seems to have been an active market for holdings at the close of t1J.e 

fourteenth century. Petroskevsky, YoutaiM Uo'. TGilertlw n. 204. In the latter 
part of the fifteenth century ~ts were sometimes able to pnrohas8 the farms 
they worked. Johnson, Disappt.artmtuJ of email LGfIlicJlDfUlf", 87. Compare also 
Sir T. Smith, Oommonwealth, Bk. iii. 0. 10. 
.. I KovaleVBky, op. cit. m. 70; Neilson, Ramsey .Abbey, 49; Davenport, op. oit. 
19. It seema that in Tudor times 20 acres was regarded u the m..inimum on 
wbich a husbandman could live and thrive. as no offort was made to maintain 
smaller holdings 88 separate &enan.cie8. 4 H. YD. o. 19. 2 IIUld 8 P. and M. 0. 2:. 

G The poverty of the perumut proprietor in France is a matter of common 
remark, and is said to be due to the tinj' holdings from which they can only obtain 
the barest subsistence by hard work. M. de Fovi1le. who defends the system in 
France at present, points out that under existing conditions there are fe.adjust
menta whiah prevent eueasivo subdimion from being permanent but tho English 

(;:~~~7~99~om to deal with his laud as the French peasant enjoys. 

, The samo diBlonlty would arise about paying their quo&o, of taxation under 
tho Poll Tu. It is noticeable in Russia how closely tho arrea.ra of taxation re1lsct 
tho poverty 01 ~o serf in any district. Wallace, op. cit. D. 204. 

ua M 
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A.D. 1877 this grievance, and in seeing whether to lay the blame on the 
-1B99. landlord or on the new class of tenants'. There was appar

ently a feeling, as subsequently in the Chartist times', that 
if the ma~ter of political status could be put right, economic 
grievances would be easily remedied. The very improvement 
in the condition of those who had land on lease would be 
an additional irritation to villains in hoPeless poverty, who 
saw no means of bettering their position I, 

hi 0' ..... The imposition of the Poll Tax was the incident w.hich 
.'/,y~'d caused this widespread irritation to break out in dpen revolt; 
Poll Tao; and in this respect its importance can hardly be exaggerated, 

for this exaction affected the poorer population of town and 
country alike, and thus rendered the revolt both widespread 
and formidable. The economic and social difficulties might 
ha.ve worked themselves out separately and locally, but the 
new demands raised political questions as to the gov~rnment 
of the realm as a whole. Other classes than the peasantry 
were eager that action should be taken, and a widespread 
organisation gave solidarity to the movement for political 
reform. Wat Tyler and his followers attributed the mis
government of the realm to John of Gaunt, and he was by no 
means popular in the city. The finances of the realm seemed 
to be in hopeless disorder; the yield of the last parliamentary 
grant . had been small, and had come in slowly; the Crown 
jewels were in pawn and the English garrisons in France had 
arrears of pay due to them' for more than a year. Parliament 
tlierefore voted a poll tax, as a means of raising a large sum 
immediately. Everyone over the age of fifteen ycars was to 
pay; but this seems to be assessed as a graduated tax on the 
value of every man's goods, though no one was to pay more 
than sixty groats and no one less than half a groat·. The 

1 Hayward's aeeount of n:1J'aldiseonteut under Edward VL iaillustlatiYe, I. Some 
would have DO justicee. some DO gentlemen, some DO lawyera nor ordinary c:omta 
of jll8tiee; and above all Ine10aurea moat be pat down., but whe&.ber all, or which, 
none could ten. every maD regarding what he followed, DOt. what might follow 
thereof." Rennet1'. Oomplete Binary. u. 29B. 

• See below. vol Do p. 736 . 
• In BUSHia., the serfe are .. ble io make a good deal of money by obtaining 

occasional employment; in the towu (Wallace, Gp. cit. I. 186 .. D. 213" but the 
English 8eJ'fs were prfVenied from doing lhia. 

.. DoweD. H~ of Tazatioa. I. 97. 
I Bot. P4ri. m. 90 (IS). The grant conwna .. pbrase. to wlrieb Dowell relen 

(HUttny of Tazatioa, L 99), .. alunriDI' thai the tax W&8 modelled on .. Frach 
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form of the levy, which involved an inquisitorial investig.t- A.D. IBT! 

tion 'into every person's property by officers who did not -1899. 

always execute their difficult duty with delicacy, was enough 
in itself to render it unpopular, and this was the occasion 
which brought the separate and local discontents into a 
single focus and united different classes in a common 
rising. 

This politic8.1 discontent reacted on the' agrarian agita
tioQ. by raising a new point,-as to the value of the contri
butions ~e by landed proprietors of different kinds to 

• the good of the realm. Knights and men at &rms were ready 
to defend the realm and serve the king in foreign parts; but 
the questi~n as to the nature of ·the contribution made by 
monAstic establishments to the good of the realm was not so 
easy to answer. Wycliffe fonnulated what must have been a 
very widely spread feeling in his writings on the possessions 
of the clergy', There had long been a feeling that the ~ ..... 
ecclesiastics did not pay a sufficient share of taxation even in d;~Za 
money; and it need be no matter of snrprise that this:! "'
should have taken hold of the popular imagination, and that ........ · 
the possessions of the monasteries should have been a special 
object of attack. It rumost seems that if Richard II. had • 
anticipated Henry vm. the dissolution might have proceeded 
on a wave of popular approval. The sympathy with which 
the peasants met in unexpected quarters was doubtless due 
to a recognition of the fact, on which they insisted, that they 
were not thieves and robbers but zealous for truth and 
justice'. The destruction of traitors, the abolition of places 
of luxury or useless idleness, and the freeing of prisoners 
condemned for offences against unequal laws, seemed to them 
impost: per issint qe lea fortes f8OB88D.l constreintz bider lea feobles. Bu~ iIle 
1&1 granted by the assembly ., Paris in LS69 W8I .. hear1h tax, Dot .. poll tax, and 
U1e phrase "ie tort portaut Ie faible' in their grant refers io the fact that fortified 
towus were taxed four (rancs. and UDfortitied toWllB or plac:es in the OpeD counuy > 

only It. Clamageran., Hiaklire • "iMp&., L 891. It. seema to be • common 
mediaeval phrase for I equality of tuauon'; the different applieation in Franoe 
and England gins some inBtructive light. OIl the respective condition of the two 
countries; in England unfort.iJied places were DOt. 80 insecure that. they had to 
.have special rates when taxes were levied. 

1 Ettg/i&A Workl. E. E. T. S. U7. 189 . 
• "Knygh'ou, B. S. 1116. 

26-2 
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ro be the first steps in the regeneration of society. So lil\" as 
they. had a positive political programme it was apparently the 

. establishment of a free peasant proprietory, to-be governed 
by the king as monarch', without the intervention of the 
knights and nobles, whom they regarded as oppressors. 

There were successive outbreaks in Kent, Essex, Cam
bridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and other counties, and 
much light has recently been thrown upon "these from new 
sources of information '. The most violent proceedings ",ere 
in London, where the combined mobs from the rural dis
tricts and from the City itself were for,. time masters of 
London' aud wreaked their vengeance on the persons of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Richard Lyons, while they also 
destroyed the property of John of Gaunt. But their triumph 
was very brief and they were unable to use it so as to secure 
permanent ad"antage; the manumissions were retracted'the 
peasantry were exposed to ruthless punishment at the hands 
of the Bishop of Norwich. The legal system, which they 
had defied, reasserted its power and long accounts remain of 

-judicial proceedings, while new repressive statutes were 
passed. 

So far as regards the political and social objects which 
the villains had in view, they entirely failed to carry out any 
constructive policy; and the law givers of the next reign 
looked back on them as merely"subversive of order of every 
kind, and condemned the Christian Socialism of the LoUards 
as a mischievous doctrine'. The rebellion had also been an 

1 There ia a close aoalogJ between &be English DeToll and that of &he lJerman. 
pee.aantB, eepeei.ally in the desire of both for a political abaolulUm. See Bo8cber. 
GuelicAU tiff NtJJ. QU. 79; and compare the auertiou of t.bepeuam.iathattbey 
were loyal to \he king. The BuasiaD. empire u. probably. cloMr approximation 
to their ideal thaD anything &hat emta el8e"here in the world. 

I Bi'ri11e.,Le8~ du Tnwaiu.,..I.A~e; Powell. The Hitti", itt 
EGd A...,lia i. 1881; Trevelyan .00 Powell. n. p,.,.,., Ru;.g od 'Alii 
Loll4nU; also <be ....... i4I Olorootido prinlA>d by Treoelyan ill E.,. a .... _. 
:on. 509, and _1A>d by l'nlI. Omon (0.-'" Beool., 186) • 

• See p. 88S above. 
" 6 B. n. &L i. Co 6, a1ao o. 8; and. 6 R. n d. i. Co '" Compue 111m Rymer, 

Fot4UrG (Record), !Y. 126 . 
• 1I Heury V ... 7.· Trevolyan (Age of Wfdil.,199) defiD. W,oJiBo·. penooal. 

pool&ioo 01_.". Compere .... KovaIev*1, "P ..... IT. 288. 
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effort to get rid of the stigma of serfdom and to secure the A.D. 1877 
stat;'" of freedom for all the peasantry, atid in this aspect -1899 •. 

also it proved to be a failure'. It is also clear that they 
did not obtain any great ~conomic advantage, for they only 
escaped from the obligation to pay predial service by degrees'. 
In every respect the rebellion failed; but the slow 8.griCUl-\ 
tural revolution, which rendered their services less useful to 
the manorial lords, gradually set the villains free by removing

l
· 

th~ interest their masters had in retaining a hold upon, 
them. • ' " 

120. The disorganisation in rural districts seemed to be s,",... 
a serious danger to the realm; on the one hand there was the ~~. 
risk attendant on 8. decline of population, and on the other 
there seemed to be doubt about the maintenance of a sufficient 
food supply.' The remedy for both evils seemed to lie in the 
encouragement of arable farming, but great difficulties lay in 
the way. These are described in the preamble of the statute of ii 
1388'. This measure attempts to enforce remedies by fixing the I i 
wages for different classes oflabourers and ordaining penalties 
for those who paid more than the regulation rates, while it 
also lays down that artificers, their servants and apprentices, 
should be "compelled to. serve in harvest, to cut, gather 
and bring in the corn."· 

This ststute plainly recognises the new condition of oj ,. .. ,. 

affairs where tenants were the principal employers of :rJ:;;~ ••• 
labour; the grievance was felt by them, and only in- . 
directly by the manorial lords as it touched their rents. 
Subsequent clauses throw considerable light on the social 
condition of the country; though wages were comparatively R~MI . 

high, the lot of a rural labourer was not attractive, and a :=:' ... 
1 The opinion of StubbB (Olmlt. BUtt. D. 485) and Thorold Rogers' Ecollomic 

InkrpretatWA 0/ Hilftoiy that the rebellion was the means of aeotuing substantial 
gain is discussed by Petit.-Dutaillia in his introduction to Bfhille, op. cit. cxxvm. 

, See p. 684 below. The courBe of the cliangea in Forncett has been cnrefully 
traced by Hiss Davenport in ..d Norfolk MafJOJ', 96. 

a 12 B. n. oc. B-7. U The servants and labourers will not, nOl' by .. long 
BeBSOD would, serve and labour without outrageous and enesaiva hire. and much 
more than ha.th been given to such servants and laboUl'8l'8 in my time past. 80 
that for 8C6I'Cit)' of the said servants and labourers, the husbands and. land tenants 
may not pay their rents nor unnethea live upou their landa, t.o the great damage 
and loss as well of tbeir lords as of all the Commons." 
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prohibition was introduced against those who had serv¢ in 
agriculture till "twelve years of age, being subsequeutly 
apprenticed to a I;rade in the town; this might prevent the 
supply of agricultnral labour from being still further dimi
nished. We also fiud some indication of a feeling that it 
was important to maintain the rural population, not only for 
agricultural but for military reasons; the servants and 
labourers were to have "bows and arrows and use the 
same on Sundays and Holy days, and leave all playing at 
tennis or football, and other games called coits, dice, 
casting of the stone, kailes (ie. skittles), and other such 
importune games." The prohibition of swords aud daggers 
to the labourer and artificer, "but in time of war for defence 
of the realm of England," was no unnecessary precaution 
when there were so many disorderly but able-bodied tramps. 
and when there were large retinues of liveried ruffians ready 
to maintain a quarrel'. Bands of discharged soldiers lurked 
in the woods and made travelling unsafe', and the "assemblies, 
conferences and conspiracies" of labouring folk seemed to be 
fraught with danger', and were prohibited in the first Game 
Law. . 

p""",","" There are two other points, which are worth noticing; in 
~ subsequent statutes Edward III bad prohibited the export
f:=.. ation of com to any foreign port but Calais and to Gascony'; 

if the production was diminished, it was desirable to secure 
the whole harvest for the use of English subjects, but under 

...... 1lI9L Richard IL parliament entered upon another policy. If the 
prosperity of agriculture was to be assured, it was necessary 
that the farmer shonld have a good market for the corn, and 

F~ of so at the request of the Commons the king· granted licence =- to all his liege people of the realm of England to ship and 

1 1 R. 11. .. 7. • Den ..... Fiflu>d Cw.r" 186-
• 13 B. n. IlL L ~ 11. MFonamacb .. diven .Arti6oen, lahoann, aen.m. 

ODd Grooms bep __ ODd othar Dop, ODd em the Bolyda,. _ good 

CbrioIiaD ~ be at Chmdl heariDg DmDO ..rn.elhq II" HIIIWng iD Pub, 
W ....... ODd ComdDgria of lArio ozuI_1o the ""y grMl ~ of the .... 0Dd""- UDder _ Colour Ihq _ __ c...t ........ 
ODd eo..pineioo ...... _ ODd otiooboy _ ~ ... "..... trilh _ thea 
tOLODddorgJ ___ no.y.- ... _lobepdopm:_ ........ ...,. .. 

-horepipeo. ......... -~ .. ~-. 
.. MEd..DLc..20. 
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carry.com out of the said rea!m to what parte that please All. 1877 

them except to his enemies'." The king's cOuncil appear to -1899. 

have interfered frequently and to have rendered this law .: 
dead letter, but this statute, as confirmed' and amended" 
under Henry Vi, may be certainly' -taken as an attempt to A.D. 14J17 

keep up the price of corn and so to eucourage the farmer to 
carry on and' to improve tillage. The policy thus begun, of 
affording protection to native tillage, was carried still farther 
under EdlJard IV. The merchants of the Hanse League p ... ~i1Ji'"'" 
had taken to importing corn in considerable quantities', and~:" •. 

• in 1463 parliament prohibited the importation of foreign 
grown corn, when·the price of wheat at the port to which it 
was brought did not ~xceed 68. Sd. the quarter'. This was 
deliberately dorie to relieve the condition of the labourers 
and OOcupiers of husbandry and to raise the price of corn 
grown within t,he realm. 

The statutes of this reign also notice the existence of a Po ... 

class about' whom there' was to be an immense amount of Bellif· 

legislation in later times-the impotent poor; there was no 
lDtention that they should incl}r the penalties which were 
designed for the sturdy tramp who was wandering about 
with no testilDonial from his last employer, but they were 
to stay in the cities and towns where they were dwelling at 
the time of the proclamation of the statute', "and if the 
people of cities or other towns will not I)r may not suffice 
to find them, then the said beggars shall draw them to other 
towns within the hundreds, rape or wapentake, or to the 
towns where they were born, within forty days after the 
proclamation made, and there shall continually abide during 
their lives." There is a certain naivete.in the sanguine tem
peralDent of legisla.tors who thought that the 'settlement", 
of the impotent poor might be effected once for all in six 
weeks; the maintenance of the impotent was of course left to TIu 
charity, and this could not always be depended upon. Owing uft'1}Y. 

to the agric?ltural depression, there had been a considerable 

• 1 17 B. U. 0. 7. 
115EL VL o. 2. 
.~ Worms, LG Ligue hans~que. 989. 
B 12 B. It. c. 7. 

.411. VLo.6 . 

• 8 Ed. IV .•. 2. 
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.u>. 1877 falling offin clerical incomes'; and the tithes, which had formed 
-1899. a somewhat uncertain source for poor relief, were quite in

sufficient for the purpose. The claim of the poor upon them 
was not wholly forgotten, and it was enacted that when a living 
was impropriated, a convenient sum should be set. aside to be 
distributed yearly to the poor parishioners'. As Professor 
Ashley has argued, there is little reason to befieve that the 
almsgiving. either at monasteries or from the establishments 
of wealthy. nobles did much to relieve or abate pauperism'. ... More real benefit may have accrued from the parish stock' 
which was sometimes available for the use of the poor, and 
from the proceeds of which relief could 'be given both in 

B''''l'itah, kind and in cash. The foundstion of hospitals and alms
houses of an ecclesiastical character had been' a fa vou ri te form 
of benefaction in the thirteenth and earlier part of the' four
teenth century. After the Black Death. many of these 
foundations suffered from greatly reduced income.', while 
others were grossly mismanaged'. Municipal' authorities 
had occasionally exercised supervision in regard to the 
control of these establishments'; but in the fifteenth century 
there was a great increase m the philanthropic activities of 
secular institutions. Town authorities and companies' busied 
themselves. not only in the maintenance of orphans, but also 
by providing accommodation for the passing traveller, for the 
sick and for the impotent poor. 

\

:Fint';l/M It thus appears that in dealing with rural problem., the 
It.i:;:''' parliament of Richard initiated' several very important lines 
. of policy. They set themselves to encourage tillage as. a 

permanent employment, and began the Corn Law., and in 
doing so they had a!"gard not merely to the need of food, 
but to the military strength of the country as recruited from 
the rural population. Again. we have in this reign the first 
legislation for the impotent beggars 88 distinguished from 
the sturdy trsmp; and since both sides of the problem are 

1 Ashley, E~ Hinorg, L U. 810. I 1." B. n. e. 6 • 
.... .. Ashley, E~ HutoTY, I. ii. 818. • Ibid.. 810 

~.l4. C1aJ'.lI~al Hu.piltlU, 182,222. 'l'hiI W88 partJ"throo::ch the faD of 
"tdIotJI af'Ilrlly from t.be decreue of tolle at fain. See .ho,,~ p. 180, D. 6 . 

• 'lS. t .. i. 0.1. Aahley. ECOfI(MW: Huwry.l. ii. 818. 
1 &. )t. (., .... cit. 16. . 
• JI..)It f.f:ff"l Jf ". 11. 18. )In Green, ToWli Life, a. 41 Do E. Leonard, 

£,sJM JlUI4H"1' . '?, op. tit. 8'25. 
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attacked we may consider this the beginning of the Poor A.D.m7 
Laws'; the idler was discouraged by the Statu~es of Labourers, -1899. 

which attempted to force vagrants to accept employment, 
and by the Game Law. Like the mercantilist regulations 
for trade, and the Navigation Acts of the time, they are mere 
germs from which a whole elaborate code was to spring,' 
but it is not uninteresting- to notice how all these branches 
of social legislation have their first beginnings during this 
reign. . . 

III. CoIDolERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, 

121. It is commonly said that Richard's failure to AJ.1S99 

protect English shipping alienated the merchants from his ;;::;'., 
side, and indeed that his deposition was directly connected &gr.;~h 
with the weakness of the naval force of the realm, since a M.PP'''90 

small Beet might have prevented the landing of Henry of 
Bolingbroke'. Be this as it may, Richard's successors were 
more careful than he had been, and tried, with but little 
apparent result, a variety of expedients for giving proteotion • 
to English shipping and to the English coast •. 

Some allusion has beell made above'. to the piratical 
organisation known as the Victual Brothers j when it was 
.crushed the evil hardly abated; several small nests of pirates 
were formed out of the surviving elements of the gr.eat 
association. Their ravages both by sea and land were so 
bold that .the men of Amsterdam at length endeavoured to 
take tbe matter in hand, and entered into a league' with • ..,.14.08. 

Hamburg, Lubeck and otlier towns for the extirpation of 
the evil'. They were successful in destroying nine of the 
haunts of these pirates at the mouth of the Ems; but little 
permanent good was done. A celebrated pirate named Voet, • 
who was at any rate acting in the interest and possibly with 
the connivance of the Hanseatic League, sacked Bergen 
in 1428; this was a serious blow to English trade in the 

1 Xl\cpberlOD, .Annal., I. 610. I See p. 801 above. 
I VossiUB, .dMGlu Bolkuuli4e, Ub. :r. •• p. 470. 
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A.D.lS9D N-orth Sea. But similar evils occurred nearer home, and 
-14si. there were pitiful complaints of the attacks of bands of 
,"",.1429. outlaws, known as 'Rovers of the Sea: who pillaged the' 

Ezpollul 
condition 
pIth< 
~alt6. 

coasts in the time of Henry VI.' The zeprisals of one 
trading community upon the merchants of another, was 
·also a serious trading risk; but it ought not to be confused 
with mere plundering, for after all it was a rough and ready 
way of obtaining recovery for debts '. 

It is only, however, by an examination of the sepallate 
histories of different localities that we get any r:al "idea of 
the frightful extent of this evil along all our coasts. Agnes 
Past~n writes in 1450, as an everyday event, of a neighbour 
"who was taken with enemies walking by the sea side," and 
adds, "there ben ten great vessels of the enemies: God give 
grace that the sea be better kept than it is now, or else 
it shali be a periioull dwelling by the sea coast'." . The 

Ul.l442. marauders seem to have kidnapped young and old'; we can 
well believe that rural districts like the neighbourhood of 
Paston had cause for alarm, when towns like Sandwich and 
Southampton were burned, and London and Norwich were 
forced to plan means of defence' with booms and chains. . / 

Bdf-pro, Henry IV., though he organised a considerable navy ~ '( 
=:A:.,~,. 1400 by requisitioning ships from the nobles and the toWDS;'; 

did not attempt the difficult task of protecting English ship-
ping. Probably the best security was given by merchant 
vessels sailing together as a Heet, and this was a generally. 

A.1>.1406. recognised practice'. But Henry attempted to organise a 

, Bol. Pari ..... 800 (42). 876 (29). One of Ihe _.;gns of Ihe .... ing maritime 
impot1anee of Holland was given when they helped to clear ou* • Desl of pirate. 
from Fries1ond. I4acph ........ .4.mud6. L 62q. 

S The line was not drawn very It.ric&ly however. The commanden of .,.~ 
who gave security for their good conduct aceordiug to treaty engagemen&l; with 
Brittany, were upected to refrain from aitaeking' Breton veaaell, preIIDII1&bly 
under all ci=mstanA:es. Rymer. Frz<kr .. L 80<. 

• PAl"'" Letlq" L 114. , 20 H. VL c. L 
, Donlon, Fift...u. C'''''''lI. pp. 87. 89 • 
• Bymer. F~. vm.127, 172. 
, Cot.ton, .A.bridgetnetd. 548. John Sharpe 01ll'1l8f of .. veuel ealled &he 

CbrUIIopher of RnlI, complainant, obe"eth that Ihe ..... Christopher alllarde¥s 
"'88 appointed to be one of the Admirala of the Englith 0&..,. &hen boaDd ror 
England, and how _ aU Ihe English ..... _ ....... ...om Wore \he Chu., 
Ofiicera of Bordeau noi &0 depan 01' 1eaYe the I&id Admiral until they came &0 
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systelll of defence rather for the coasts than the shipping; A.D. 1999 

he committed this duty to the merchants· themselves in -1461. 

letters addressed to the various ports, which empowered 
them to take three shillings on every cask of imported wine, 
besides other payments o"!' stsple exports for expenses con-
nected with the work'. They were also to nominate two 
admirals', one for the south and one for the north, to be 
appointed. by the king and to have full jurisdiction in 
maritinIe affairs, as weIl'as power of organising naval forces 
whenever tt was necessary; but a brief experience seems to 

• have shown that the scheme was a failure, and the payments 
were rescinded'. A somewhat similar expedient was tried 
under Henry VI.; the Earls of Salisbury, Shrewsbury, Wor- A.D. 1459. ' 

cester, and Wiltshire, with Lord Sturton, were appointed to 
• keep the seas' for three years; a grant of tunnage and 
poundage was assigned them for the purpose, and certain 
towns were to contribute specified loans, on the security 
of these tsxes, for their'immediate equipment-. But this 
attempt was also dropped, and the lords were, at their own 
request, discharged from the duty'. 

It is inde~d difficult, in looking back, to realise that r. .. ,ellritu 

there was a real difference in the actual security afforded 1.':'~. 
during any part of this period " or that Richard's reign was 
mal'ked by greater losses than those of his grandfather' and 
his successor. The expedients of the Lancastrians appear to 
have been futile, though the militsryintercommunication with 
France', especially in the days of Henry V., may have afforded 

Englanci ODd how by doing Iha conlrary lb. said ship folly freighted was taken by 
the enemy: for &he which ship and goods he requireth recompense of all the other 
ships. 

1 Rymer, Fadera, '9'111. 488. I Ibid. vm. 489. • Ibid. vm. 455 . 
• Cotton's Abridgement, 652. 6 Ibid. 657. 
e Is; appears however that the tradition of the English sovereignty of the seas 

had Dot become altogether & dead letter, if we may tru.st the complaint alleged on 
behalf of John Willis. a poor flsherman of Ostend, who was oarried oj! to Roll 
aloog with iUteen companions and tour boys, aJ.tb.ougb they were unarmecl and 
lowered their sail as Boon as the English haUed them: the incident is tradition.alJy 
interpreted as a sort of solute. Rymer, Fadera. TID. 277. 

, See a.bove, p. BOO. 
8 Henry V. had in 1417 a. fleet consisting of six large vessels. eight barges and 

ten balingers (Nicolas, .4gincourt, App. p. 21). • 
A good deal of interesting information on the state of the arts in England is to ... 

be found in ·the accounts of Henry Vo's preparations for his Frencll campaigns. 
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a greater measure of safety on the seas. This was at)lest .. 
very temporarf improvement, for in the reign 'of Henry VI. 
we find all the old complaints; the people on the coasts 
could not even get satisfaction by pillage, lor their enemies 
claimed the prizes they took by fo~ged letters of safe conduct. 
It appears that it was safer for' neutrals' to send their goods 
in foreign ships, as they were less likely to be attacked. and 
the native shipping-so important for the safetyofthe realm
was much discouraged'. It is also ~urious to n"ote how the 

Th .... was • ...,.t galhering of cra1t.smeD 10 .. ait feB- the kiDg; ten .. (Rymer. • 
Fu ...... n. 200) ........ (22<). _ (248). _ ... ""d _ (250). omnra (436). 

gmuo (542). are an 10 be provided. Shipe ...... 10 be hired ill &llaod IIIId Zealand 
(215). and im~ from Eug\ish ports; .............. 10 be g'" 10 man tiJem: 
cupen_ and ......... presamably for making eogin .. of atlack (261). and oar· 
goons (252 IIIId 363), were 10 _ the expeditioD: while """"" (437) IIIId 
an sorts of other vi_ ... ere 10 be provided (22<). Pat reody """"'7 he ...... 
10 ha ... had" ......... to pawniDg the Crown jewels (284). and 10 tzying to raise 
toano. though wiIhout much ....... (499 and 814). The regalatio .. mads fat the 
good government of Normandy. providing for UDilorm we;gh" and ~ and 
coiuage (788). the repres&ioD of IIlIfair dea1iDg by ooIdien and merclum" (72S. 759). 
and ccmfinoat.ion 01 fODDer' posaeesioDs a:od prmIegee, abow • r.1 don to gOl'e1'D 
the conquered c:oantry weD. 

1 .. Whereas poor lIezdumts of the King of this Boa1m daily be robbed by the 
King'S Enemies. upon the Sea, and ill eli .... Bi .... _ Patio withiD the IIIUd BeaIiD, 
of their Ships. Goods and ller-ehaDdi-, of great IIicbeo, and their __ 

IIIId imprisoned with great Dmesa, and pa& to great FiDeo and -. and the 
King'S poot Subjects dweIIiDg Digh the s.. Couts __ of their cnm U ...... 
with their Chattels IIIId _ upon lADd, IIIId eonied by the Did _.here 
itpleasethem, .. hieh_..-by ....... thatthe&aidKerdwl .. be~ 
with Porce and Puis&aDce of Ships and of People defeosible 10 keep the s.. and 
the Couts of the eome, far that the Shipe, Goods _ lIerchandiseo by them _ 
from the said KiDg". EDeaDeo, be .... _ daimed by the KiDg"a _eo, by 

Colour of Safe 'Coo_ "'" duly pan:bued, .... of _ emvIIed, .. that the 
KiDg". 8ubjeds may ha ... Notice of them, _ ........... be daimed by -. 
Stnmgen of the KiDg". AuUty. 10 be helouging to them, by Colour of faloe Wi<
....... of their Natioa _ by Letters of lIarque, _ ChRWo Party by them 
...... _Ied, IIIId by BD<h Proofs apou BD<h Claima be __ 10 the .... 
Goods IIIId __ ofteD..- ill Sbipa IIIId Veoaelo heioagiDg 10 the KiDg". 
EDeaDeo, _ the KiDg"s &aid Subj .... pa&'" great VeutioD,lIIId u-of their own 
Goods, whereby the said _ be g>eatIy euriched, _ their Navy eIooagly 
iDcreaaed, _ the Navy IIIId -... of the aid Boa1m of ...,. Lord the KiDg 

• grea&ly dimiDished-.o.u Did Lord the King ooaaideriDg the Premiuea, _ that 
if People of the King'. ADmy be land _ ~ 10 fnight the Shi .. and 
V_ of the King'. Enoorleslllld Adv..-.riea, theirliavy ill _10 ...... will ha 
_ and dimiDW>ed, and the liavy of the KiDg". 8ubjeeta __ IIIId 
enlarged .. -it _ provided that an Leuon of Sat. Coad ... abould ha .001 ...- " 
they had -. emoIled ill ~, and that Gaoda ...... from E_ llhil" 
whieh had _ """'" Ie-. abould ha iawfal prize. 20 B. VL e. 1. 

This preamble _ lID iDstnJdive Iigh& em the JIe8OIlatiooo with tho 
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first· attempt at remedying a crying evil only seemed to A.D. 1899 

aggravate tJw mischief: the issue of letters. of safe conduct -146L 

prevented the men on the English coasts from getting redress 
by taking the matter into their own hands, while. they did 
not serve to secure any inlmunity from danger. 

Henry V. ende:>-voured to bring about one change of Shiro'. 
permanent value, for he devoted hinlself to the improvement bu, d,no· 

of English ships, in imitation of the large vessels of the. 
Genoese; three ships of unwonted size were turned out from 
the 'docks "t Southampton, and were called respectively the 

• Trinity, the Grace de Dieu and the Holy Ghost; twenty years 
afterwards the glory of this achievement was still celebrateu '. 
Private merchants also showed great enterprise in this way; 
Jolin Taverner of Hull built a great carack and received A.». 1419. 

substantial encouragement by being exempted from the law 
. of the staple', and William Canynges owned 2,853 tons of 

shipping, among which was one vessel of 900 tons burden'. 
Similar endeavours were being made. in other countries; 
it was during this century that the large herring busses, 
which are familiar to all readers of Adam Smith, first 
appeared in English waters'; and large ships capable of 
holding two hundred passengers were now built, and went ~.». 141&. 

on regular voyages in the summer season, with pilgrims who 
desired to v~t the shrine at Santiago di Compostella'. It 
is of course difficult for us to estimate .the precise amount 
of the progress that was now made, but it is well worth 
noting as an important effort; these impro:vements in 
ship-building enabled Englishmen to send out f1.eets that 

Hansards &B to the damage they had 8uffered, and 6& to the COUl'Be taken by 
the English Ambassadors in requiring clear proofs of the wrongs done, and iD 
cutting down the amonnts claimed. 

J, LibdU 0/ Engli'h PolYCVa in Political Songs, D. 199 . 
• Rymer, F«thm. Xl. 258. 
I WilliAm of Worceater's ltiMrarg (Dsllaway), p.ll', But it is nor clear that 

they were English built.; tor it; is st&ted as a grievo.ncein 1442 (Boe. Pari. '9. 64, 
No. 89) that. Englishmen were prevented from buying or building ships in Prussia 
and the Hanae towns. The largest ship of which we hear at this time in English 
waters was one belonging to the king of Sweden, which was of 1000 tons. 
Rymer. FeztkrG,:u. 864-

, Macpherson, I. 681 . 
• ' Jnaaerau.d, EflglWi Wayfaring Lit', 567. Rymer, F03d~ra, x. 896, 401, 567. 

11. 77~ 
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A.D. U99 were fit to be employed in voyages of discovery uniler t~e 
-l<SL Tudors. • • 

Narigatiolo While this direct encouragement to the building of ships 
,..... may be regarded as a new departure. the older· and indirect 

methods were not left. out of sight. though they were allowed 

I to drop. and the navigation policy was .somewhat in abey
ance'; a navigation act very similar to those of Richard II. 

\ was passed in 1463'; but it was only temporary. and it 
appears to have expired at the end of three years and not to 
have been renewed. • 

122. The growth of English commerce at this time is 
shown by evidence of another kiud. for we have a consider
able number of commereial treaties. There was much corre
spondence between the Venetians and Edward III before 
the trade was established ou a sati;factory footing'. The 
Venetians appear to have desired protection for their Flemish 
galleys on the Channel-; bl1t they were indisposed to call at 
English ports'. till they were driven to do 80 in self-defence 
by the competition of the Genoese. The agre<>ment with 
Britaony' bad special reference to the hostilities between 
England and Fran.,.,; ~hat with Bnrgundy laid the fonnda
tion of English trade at Antwerp'. Others were of a more 
general character. and show that direct trade was extending 
to wider limits. An agreement for the security of the BU bjects 
of the two contracting parties was made between England and 
Castile in 1403, by which freedom was given to them to go 
and stay for a time and return with their goods. in safety 
both on land and sea'. Oor political relations with Portugal' 

1 Scbauz, H-uupoWiJ; L 1163. H....,. IV. _ ..... to ......... fDnip 

. shipo """ -.... "'" lia.,;p.tioa Ad '" BidJonI U. (p ..... ohon~ ........... ... 
: ac:tiwelllepe (llot..ParLm.lK, 50.153). UldDONaripIioDAd .... puael1IDder 
I 1I.em7 V. (II' llaD7 VL • S Ed.. IV. e. L 

• BIGe Papen. J"~ No. t,. No. 47. See below, P. t25. 
- Rymer. 'a4eN, 111. pO. L. SOL 
• After tile _ riot of l323. &414 Papuo, v ........ lioa.l9. l8, 20_ 

• '1'be king aid his best &0 ft&8I5UI'e them. Rymer, F«tlera. Do i.. i9S. 
• Bymer.laJ"..., nIL 490.. 
, E .... Bruyodl. H;.u,v. .,. IA c..-. _ BdgVpoe, iL 12>; R"..... __ 

<469. • Ibid.. 'QIL 112-
• Philippa, daIJghtB of 101m '" GoJml, _ murieoI to 1 .... L aI ~ Her 

thUd ...... PriDoe BeIu7 ..... lia.;p... C. B.lIeuIq. H.-, .... l' .. ~. 
p.lS>.. 



rendered the commercial ties closer than before; though the A.D. 1599 

conneCtion was not very popular in this country, and the -1461._ 

el[istence of a treaty did not restrain English subjects from 
capturing ships and goods belonging to natives of Portugal'. 
It must be added that these agreements do not render it 
quite clear that English merchants were ~tually accustomed 
.to visit the Peninsula at'that time. 

To the north of the continent of Europe they certainly M""~a.m 
traclt>d; but English merchants· in Prussia and the Hanse .ompan .... 

towns fou"d themselves at a disadvantage and exposed to . 
• loss, because there was no proper authority to regulate their 

officers and settle disputes among them'; they elected a 
governor whose authority was confirmed by Richard in 1~91. 
Subsequently Henry IV. empowered' the merchants tradin~ 
in those parts to meet together and elect governors who • 
should not only have authority in quarrels which aras 
among the English themselves, but should have power 
arrange disputes between English and foreign merchants an 
to secure redress for any injury that might be done .them in 
foreign parts. This was in 1404, and three years later 
similar privileges were granted on precisely similar grounds 
to the English merchants of Holland, Zealand, Brabant and 
Flanders', and afterwards to those of Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark'. These documents are of considerable interest as u.1408. 

they are among the earliest instances of the formation of or
ganisations of English merchants for mutual protection in the 
prosecution of trade'.· In the formation of these companies 
there is no close analogy with the Merchants of the Staple, 
thongh they formed· a ·trading association', for they were 

I Rymer, FacUrGt Vm. 829 . 
• Ibid. VII. 698. a Ibid. VIII. 860 . 
• Ibid. vm. 464. • Thiel. TID. GlL 
II The previous protec*ion afforded by treaty (Bakluyt, Voyagu, L 160) had 

not proved effectual, and for a time trading relations were suspended. 
,. The e&rlier OrgaWsatiOIlB of Staple Merchants, lOch as those of which we • 

read in the time of Edward ILl and the organisation of the staplers at Brnges 
in 18&9 (see A.ppendiz 0). are much more nearly parallel to these Dew com· . 
paniea. The IlCtion of the 8tap16l'l in regulating trade is alluded to in • complaint 
which came before Parliament in 1442, and exposed the mischiefs which accrued 
from the Staplers' Ordinance of partition. The merchants were obliged II to leave 
their M~handisea of Woll and WollfeU, because the,. may not be mIen 01 their 
OWeD goodes.:' and othen who ooold not "abide the streight rule of the saide 
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A.D.1899 primarily concerned with one· great source of revenue and 
-1461. carried on their. transactions in a town that belonged to En
Me~cTuu'" gland 1. The various companies of Merchant Adventurers 
t.~;::: which were authorised at this time seem to have been oreated 

for commercial purposes, and not 8s administrative agents 
of the government: each of them had definite territorial 
limits assigned, within which its members were privileged to· 

• trade. Similar cpmpanies played a great part in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and served as the organs 
by which English trade was so greatly extended ih America. 

~
frica, and the East Indies. .As institutions these companies 

form a ourious oonnecting link between the intermunicipal' 
trade of the Middle Ages and the world-wide commerce of 

odern times. The merohants who traded from' London. 
ewoastle, and Hull to Bruges, and whose affairs were 

managed by a court of English residents in Flanders. 
advanced so fast as to become dangerou& rivals to the 
Hause League in ~ome branches of their trade. The prime 

: object of these companies was to secure judicial facilities 
:,for their members in foreign places; but they also had 
,much to do with the regulation of trade, and they laid 
ldown rules which were intended to keep the members from 
; reckless' trading. and to prevent any of them from spoiling 
; the market for English goods. In the later history of the 

..... 1600 •• Merchant Adventurers we hear much of a 'stint' or limit 
" assigned to each member according to his standing in the 

Company, and which restrioted the number of oloths he 
might export in each year·, Similarly the regulations for 

....... 1467. the trade of Bristol. as reissued under William Canynges. 
pre8D ppose that there should be a 'ruled price' for each of 
the chief commodities of t:ade, and that no merchant should 

parlitl ..... had laken to .... aggling wool oui of the ...... by. au4 cIefraaded !he 
kiDg 01 his regular ...... ,... Bot. Pari. v. M (88). 

1 From !he time 01 Richard II. tID ass the slaple wae ....uy ftud .1 C ...... 
Gr086, Gild JfereJulflt, L 141. Ii " .. prin:wi1y • '1lscal organ' &hob.gh alto au.h

. aerriDg IradiDg pm-poeae. Ibid. 144. The mayor of !he elaplo in E.eIer. au4 
preoumably in other \owns, eonliDued to exerciee jurisdiclloa in _ ..... , 
Leadam. &ka C .... in 0 ..... 1 JUqvuU. LDlV. 

I 12 Henry VII. c. 6. • Rymer, TDI. 4&4:. 
• Grou, Gild J:fercMAl, L 153 . 

. • 1. Wheeler (Seore....,..f!heK ... hant Advenlurera), T.-.atiH.1 0""""""".67.' 
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sell below it, nnless he was in difficulties and the wardens of A.D. 1099 

the Company had failed to 'p~vide a remedy' a.fter three -146~. 
days' notice'. 
. Provision for the protecti~n of English merchants conld 0 ..... 11. 

also be made by the appointment of foreign consuls. The 
Italian cities had accredited such agents long before this 
time; but the appointment in 1485 of Lorenzo Str07.zi, a 
Florentine, to be English Consul at Pisa appears to be the 
fil1!t instance recorded of an official being empowered' to 
undertake this responsibility for Englishmen in the Mediter
ranean'. Possibly bis duties were not very arduou~ at first; 

• it appears from the terms of the appointment that English 
merchants were intending to trade ,there, and that the 
e':perience of other nations showed that the existence of 
such an officer would prove an inducement to Englishmen 
to undertake direct voyages to Italy. 

In the north, however, Englishmen were really pushing R~.a1ry 
their trade to such an extent that they were bronght into H~~ards. 
difficulties with more than one, of their neighbours. At the 
beginning of the fifteen th century the Hansards found that 
their monopoly of the Baltic trade was threatened by English 
merchants', as well as by their old antagonists the Danes; 
after the accession of Queen Margaret, the Danish influence 
became dominant over the whole Scandinavian peninsula'. 
There was no immediate breach with the Hansards, but they A.D. 1897. 

complained that they were unfairly treated by the Danish 
officials in various ports; and open war was carried on in the 
time of Eric. The great Norwegian staple town bf Bergen 
suffered severely during this struggle; a corsair from Wismar '.D.I429. 

attacked and destroyed it, and the English merchants who 
resided there were massacred '. They had been in a more 
fa,voured position than the Hansards, and were thus specially 
obnoxious to their livals. On the whole, however, English 
merchants gained by the struggle betwsen the Danes and the 
Hansards; they were able to open up communications with 
Prussia, where they were welcomed by theTentonic k~ghts',and 

1 Barrett, Hill .. 0/ BrUtol. 179. t Bymer, F«tUrG, UL 51;70 . 
• }d. SellenI • .Act. Gnd QrdinMIcu 01 Ba.'larul O&fItP4"Y. O. S. L 14l.. 
, WOl'Dl8, LA Ligw 1uMHiGtiqw. 189. .. • Ibid. 144. 
G Ibid. 150. 

c. Ii. 27 
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A.D. 1899 thus the monopoly, which the Hansards had enjol'ed iu the 
-1461. Baltic, was completely broken down. Even by the treaty of 
&.1>.1474. Utrecht, in which Edward IV. was forced to treat the 

Hansards with special indulg~nce', the right of the English 
to trade in the Baltic was preserved, and the position of 
Eastland merchants who traded with Prussia was rendered' 
more secure on paper, though it does not appear that they 
gained much practically. 

· Though the rulers of Scandinavia and Denmark w.ere 
willing to encourage the merchants of England and Holland 
in preference to the Hansards, and in order to break down 
their monopoly, they were by no means inclined to brook 
interference in the regions where they had themselves en-

27ad. 1ft'" joyed an exclusive trade. Iceland was their chief depend
Iul4nd.. ency, and they were anxious to preserve the fur trade for 

their sole benefit, and also to keep their fishing rights on 
the north and western coasts inviolate. This was the regular 
policy of the Norwegian rulers', but though it was frequently 
re-enforced, it was not steadily maintained, and foreign mer- ( 
chants did not willingly conform to it. The English persisted 
in trading with Iceland; and in the early part of the fo,r
teenth century, an elaborate proclamation' was issued for 
regulating the bartering at the general market; for coined 

•• n. 1413. money does not seem to have been in use there. Englishmen 
preferred to-deal direct with the island, and were not content 
to frequent the royal .taple at Bergen and abide by the 
regulations which governed transactions there'. The king 
endeavoured to enforce his rules and confiscated the goods of 
English merchants throughout his dominio~ step which 
caused general consternation, for as there were no Danes 
trading to England it was impossible to make reprisals'. 
Our seamen continued to carry on the contraband trade with 

1 See below, p. 422. 
• WOl'DIII, La L;g.. ~iqw, 156. 
• Professor Muller of Bombay has called my attention to thiI interesting 

docum.ens, Ii has been printed by F. llagnU8lOD. Xqrdi¥i Tiddrift for 
OIdkyodigIud,!Wd a __ Ia given in Prot. Ridgeway'. OMgio 0' C,.,.,....". 

• p.18. • 
cSH.VI.c.2. 

.. ' 10 B. VI. c. B. In IJOlIle previo1J8 quarrela the Hansards at Boston had 
baeD held responaible. Rymer, 'YUL 684. 701, 736 j IX. 825. See above, p. 816. 
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Iceland under various excuses', and 'in 1476 they ravaged A.D. 1B99 

Iceland and slew the royal bailiff there. Such open defiance -146L 

was promptly met by their expulsion from Bergen and re-
sulted in the trinmph of their Hanseatic rivals for the time'. . 

123. The disabilities to which Englishmen were liable Alun 

in foreign parts reacted on the position of foreigners in Wf:;Z:<:a.· 
England. King Henry IV. was forced to call pointed atten-
tion to the fact that the privileges granted to the men of ~ 
the- Hause Towns had been accorded to them on the express 
conditio,. that English merchants ·abroad should receive 
similar treatment in Germany'. But negotiations were. 
always complicated by the fact that reprisals were con-
stantly going on, from both sides; and the main business 
was not so much to arrange the footing on which merchants 
might trade, as to settle the large claims for redress which • 
were put in by the merchants of different trading towns. 
The practice of reprisal and the existence of organised bands 
of pirates have been spoken of above'; but much additional 
information may- be drawn from the accounts 9f the two 
serious attempts tha~ were made to settle outstanding 
grievances. • 

Tedious negotiations began inl403when William Esturmy, If,goli.· 

Knight, and .John Kington, Canon of . Lincoln, were sent ::'j:;:~.~ 
from the court of parliantent at Coventry, "very slightly in
formed'," as royal ambassadors to treat about the" injuries 
unjustly offered" on both sides. Each town makes its plaint 
in turn, and the ambassadors endeavoured to cut down 
exorbitant demands. The chief complaint against the English 
came from the Livonians, who had had three ships "unjustly" 0/ ..... 

robbed and rifled by the English in July 1404; they valued "J!::;/;~~~h' 
the ships and goods at £8037. 128. 7 d., but the English 
ambassadors reduced the claim to £7498. 138. lOld. It was 

1 John, ODe of the Icelandio bishops who was afraid to go and get installed, 
deputed John Hay, Captain of the Katharine 01 London, to go and inspect the. 
temporalities of his see. Rieh&rd W.tOD, a stock·fishmonger, was also con~ 
cemed in this voyage. Rymer, L 645; see also 682 and 762. 

I WOl'Dl8, La Ligue IUlf'l8ltJtiqm, 152. 
I Rymer, Ftl!ilora, VDL 112. Richard D. had made on express stipulation "of • 

their aiding, couociliDg, IUld comfodiDg" Englishmen abroad. Roe. Pan. m. ... 
" (6) • 

• pp. ~1, 409. t Hnkluyt, Voya.gU,-I. 1M. 
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!:fi6~~'9 also alleged that in tho affair the English had caused "25() 
men very baruu.!:"ously to be drowned, of whom some w-ere 
nohT e and others honourable personages, and the re,t common 
merchants and marinel's/' in respect of whom the Engli~h 

.. agreed that the "said sovel'eign lord the king should of his 
~ great piety vouchsafe effoctufI,lly to devise some convenient 

and wholesome l·ew.Ddy for the souls of such persons as 
• were drowlled," The people of H!IJllburg c1.imcu U1l7 

n~btesJ and aft·er due eX3,m:in.ation restitution was promised 
to the sum of 4 Hl nobles; to the mell of Bre'Mn, who 

, cL'llmed 4414 nobles, no Sa.t,iHfu.ction was promi.-:;oo; and the 
claims from Stml"uud, Lubeck, Cre:i£swald und Kampen we!'e 

': greatly ""Juced, Some matters were deferred till additional 
evidonoe could be procured, "Ild I;:uglisb goods in the hauds 
of foreigners were to be counted as an off,ot. 

(]Iaim' The chief claims Qn the English side were against the 
111~~i~. citizens of Wismar and Rostock, who, in the t€n preceding 

years. had committed robberie. un ships from N oweastle, 
Hull (nYc complaints). York (two), London (two). Colchester, 
Yarmouth (five), Norwich, Cle. (six), Wiveton (six), Lynn 
(seven). The most serious charge was from the peo:,I. of 

6.0.1304. Lynn; they had a mercantile settlement consi, bing of twenty 
·it houses at Bergen in Norway; this town was attacked by 

the men fruw Wismar and Rostock and bUl'nt; the Ellglish 
m=hants lost their houses and goode, and had to ransom 
their persons at an expense of £1815'. It was f{,rlher 
.,verred by the Engli,<h ambassadors that these were not 
the mere acts of individuals, but that the whole towns were 
implicated in these outrages) swce th e men were ,t hired 
thereunto at the .xpenses and charges of the common 
societies of the cities aforesaid, and that the inhabihlllts of 
every hou""hoIU in the aforesaid cities (each ml1Il according 
to his ability) wittingly and purposely set forth one, two 
or more men for the same expedition" Event \Wily king 
Henry agrecu to pay' the sum of 6:J08 nobles. 

1 Hahluyt, V 0Jagu, I. 169. 
• 2; Bymel", F'a;rif;ra; VlII. £01. It is espeeiallY Btipttlft.-ted that the p3.ymAAt 

shonld be by bills and llc>t lIUIode in bullion, e4Ce'p~ tit reasonable suru for tl1.e 
a.mbnsaador'B C.1penses. 



When the qUe8tiOIl of damages is thus eet aside, we may A.D.18!l9 

Ilee mOl'e clearly the nature of the grievances.on """h side. N~:! . 
The .I:£an.satdH chiefly c~mpla.ined of. the way iu "'.hioh the 1n:'.:.. ... 
customers performed therr dutws at different ports, ill charg. . .' 
ing customs twieo over; or clu!.rging at illegaJ rates, and they .. 
claimed the privileges of their ancient charters, The English . ,-' 
complained that the Hansard. would not deal with their 
merchants. and had carried this boycotting so fur as almost 
to starve Borne of them; they had not only made unrm,on-
abl" ""gu]Iltions themselves, bnt had procnred the JIIIIl&og of 
,imilar laws io Norway nrul Sweden. It w,," u.loo urged Lhat 
they had iofringed their privileges in Lundon; th"y were 
acensed. of allowing strange"", who were llQt membe ... of their 
floeiety. to "colour" their "g-oods a.nd merchandise under 
their company'," and SCI had diroini8h~.<I the king's cllstom. 

This had been done 80 oo=ooly for wenf,y years l"",t • 
. both by f,he general oouneil and particular cities, th"t the 

i(ll;B to the raven"" could not easily be r"l.ulated. 'The loose 
or~anisation of the H;'nsc League rendered i~ very difficult 
10Ghook frauds of this kind, and the English ambassador .. 
demanded " deelaration ill writing " .. to "what and what 
mann',~r of territories, cities, towns, villages or companies they 
be, for which the .aid .ooi~ty chaJlengeth and. pret<lndeth 
f,hat th".v ~lJght t<> enjoy the privileges granted unto their 
merchant.,. 

,';II 

Ona .. e'sult oC these negotiations wns .. new effort to put A"""Y'

down • unj ust' robberies by se •. ; it was agreed that when -::r~ -
anything v r<U! takeu by English pira.tes from Pcussian subject. • 

.. &n<! carrif ,d to England, the governors of the variOUll port. 
should be bound on sole report or probable suspicion to ,,,,reot 
and keep the goods in safe custody to be restored to their 
owners; " nrl if they omitted to do 80 they wGra them.elves 
bound to} 'eoomperus6 the looses; .. delay in executing justice' 
Ol", ,""(\ph UrBing the pillaged merchant., was to be met by 

the arrest of English goods in·Pl'ussia.n. toWJIS. Such limita
tion of reprisal, so that it became the final remc-dy when 
legal proc"",,,," flriled, wns B real step in ad vance. 

Still more important n.goti,,~ons were carried 011 in the p.r; ... ., , 
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time of Edward ry.; and the treaty of Utrecht was confirmed 
by the king in 1474. The Hansards then secured very 
favourable terms, which were \vrung from Edward IV. some
what against his will, for he desired to stand well with the 
City merchants; but the Hansards had come to his aid at the 
crisis of his fortunes and he did not dare to resist their 
demands. When, in 1470, Warwick secured French support 
for the cause of Margaret and the Lancastrians, the Hanse 
towns, with some exceptions, felt called upon to in~rfere; if 
French influence came to dominate in London, there was little 
hope that their privileges would be respected, and they gave 
substantial assistance to Edward, who landed at Ravenspur 
and carried all before him '. Four years later he had to pay 
the price for their aid, and the Hansards were able to secure 

, unusually favourable terms; they were to have absolute . 
possession of three factories, the Gildhalla Teutonica, or 
Steelyard in London, the Steelyard in Boston, and another in 
Lynn". Besides this, they were cr¢ited with a sum of 
£10,000 in satisfaction for injuries done them; this sum was 
not to be paid. but deducted from the customs as they accrued. 
Various important privileges were confirmed to them, and 
they secured the right of selling Rhenish wines by retail". 
This agreement probably marks the highest point of success 
to which the Hanse merchants attained in their dealings' 
with this country; the settlement in London, haft flonrished 
for more than four hundred years, but their monopoly of the 
Baltic trade was already broken. So far as their position 
in England was concerned their decline and fall were sin
gnIarly rapid, and in the time of Elizabeth the ancient 
Steelyard was altogether deserted. 

Fa/UTe of 124. The frightful disasters which overtook France 
::':ie.an during the Hundred -Years' War must have reacted to 

,some extent on the trading connections of England. The 
whole of the couutry had suffered terribly, but no part was 
more utterly exhausted than' the districts of Champagne 
and Burgundy', where the great fairs bad been commonly 

1 On the whole incident eompare B. Paoli. Die HalluJIf _ ~ is 
.... R~ .. in H...u.Joe GuclUcAW>l4tt.I1875,. 7,;....105 • 

• Rymer, F«duo. XL 796. • Ibid. XL 799. 
• Buin.·U .... d. IJ10tulu VII .• D ... I. ed. Quicbent. p. "-
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held. These were practically discontinued', and merchants A.D. 1399 

no longer travelled along the ancient trade route from Mar- -1461-

seilles by Lyons to the north; the course of traffic was 
diverted, and the chief etream . of commerce between Italy 
. and the north was forced to make its way through the Straits 
of Gibraltar and the Bay of Biscay. Italians continued to 
frequent this country, but they sailed here in their galleys, Ilo/I •• 

and no longer travelled by the overland route. There was a gali,y •• 

change too in the etyle of the business they carried on, for 
it was m:rcantile rather than financial It is commonly said 
that Italians originally settled here, as in other parts of the 
north, with the view of collecting and transmitting papal 
taxation'; and this becomes probable, when we bear in mind 
that finance. was . not their exclusive calling, and that, as we 
have seen, the Florentines were also engaged in procuring • 
raw wool for the manufacturers in their own city; while men 
of Italian extraction were partly occupied in the importation 
of spices'. In 1284 three Italian merchants wrote from 
London to acquaint their principals with the arrangements 
they had made for procnring wool regularly from various 
monastic eetablishments; and a list survives from the year 
1315 of nearly two hundred ecclesiastical houses in England 
and Scotland which furnished the Florentines with this 
article'. The fact that the papal agents were also engaged 
in an export trade goes far to explain how it was possible 
for England to meet the continual drain of papal taxation; 
as the wool trade declined' it became more necessary to 
insist on the use of bills of exchange in this business, for the 

I PigeoDlle8ll, Bi.t. 4. OommdnuJ tU France, L 863. 
• Soh .... Eng. Honde/qolOtil:, L 111. 
• Chroniek 0/ t~ Mayorl G'IId Sheriff6. De tmtiguil legibu, Liber (Camden 

Soc..), 118. Bee above, p. 828. .. 
• S. L. Peruzzi. StonG tW commercia et dei lnw:lu:e7i 4. Fi~ 70. • 
IS The development 01 the cloth trade iIt EogJ.a.nd may have interfered somewhat 

with their chief exports, and inclined them. to attempt that direct export of bullion 
which Richard n. prohibit.ed j but in the earli8l' part of the fourteenth century, 
their business must have been principally tha.t of negotiating bills of mcha.ngej 
these were proba.bly liquidated partly through transmission of English "iDOl over_ ., 
land to Italy. and partly at the great fa.irs of Champagne. A. Beer, AUgemeim 
GucJaichte du WelthanMlI, L 221. Bourque1ot in JUm. u r .ACGtUmie de. /n ... 
• enptiou, 'll. aeries, v. ii.127. 



A.D.1S99 
-1461. 

Florence. 

424 LANCASTER AND YORK. 

wool-merchants would prefer to export raw material when 
they could. 

The first Florentine merchants settled in England were 
chiefly occupied in transmitting money's worth to Italy and 
in carrying on financial business in England: the. Fresco
baldi, Bardi and Peruzzi were, not so much merchants, as 
bankers with whom Edward m had large transactions. 
He was not the only royal defaulter of the time~, and the 
disasters which attended the banking-houses appe~r to Imve 
reacted on the prosperity of the Tuscan city itself'. They 
never recovered their financial importance however, but they 
seem to have followed in the wake of the Venetians and "to 
have carried on a direct maritime trade with England in 
the fifteenth century; their great galleys brought 'things 

• of complacence' to London, while their merchants throve by 
their business relations with the Netherlands'. 

0"",.. The original connection with the Genoese was of a dif-
ferent character. Richard I. had established relations with 
them, but it was not easy to preserve friendly ties with 
the Ligurian republic<. They took the same impartial in
terest in the maritime struggles of the fourteenth century 
as the Swiss did in military operations at a later time, for 
they were always ready to supply mercenary ships of war. 
In 1316 King Robert the Bruce hired some galleys from 
Genoese citizens to be used against England, and Edward II., 
into whose hands some letters ahout the transaction' had 
fallen, complained of this infraction of the ancient amity with 
the Republic; while a few months later he endeavoured to 
procure simila£ assistance for himself·, Edward In was at 
great pains to court their friendship' and to disarm their 
hostility'. As French influence over Genoa increased there 
was a breach of the friendly relations with England '. This 

,was a matter of regret on other grounds, as the Genoeoe 
1 Boberl of Sicily. Peruzzi, 8 ...... 461 • 
• S. L. Peruzzi, 8","", 457 • 
• Libelk of Englu" Polycye in PolitiMl &ng., JL 112-
• J. T. Bent, Gerwa, 149. ~ FauUT4, D. i 298, 8lS. 
o Th~ n. iL 941, 946, 9t8. , Ibid. II. ii. 1156 i m. J. 126. 
8 Ibid. VIII. 717. 778. H8DJ"1 V. endeavoured at leul to eecure thefr 

neutrality ... wben he granted th8lll trading ccmceuioD8 he did noi biod lhem 
noi to trade with his enemies. FUuG.1. 120. 
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had opened up commercial as well as milit:ary connections ~f.6r!19 
with the north of Europe, .aud the trade WIth them would 
have been particularly profitable. At • one time there 
was a prospect of a Genoese staple being established at &.D. 1879. • 

Southampton, but this was prevented by the jealousy of 
London merchants'; and England lost the advantage which 
would' have accrued. The Genoese were skilled in the 
manufacture of weapons and munitions of war', and they 
also .imported alum, woad and other materials which were 
useful for' the ~loth manufacture', while they exported 
large quantities of English goods; the business they carried 
on was more in favour with the English citizens than that 
done by other Italians' despite their political connection With 
France. But. this connection affected the privileges which 
the kiug allowed them to enjoy, and their position suffered 
from the varyiDg relations of the Laucastrians and Yorkists 
to France'. 

The Venetians were under no such disadvantage; they v .... ",. 
seem to have frequented this country for trading at an earlier 
date than any of the other Italians'; and they were the 
pioneers among their countrymen in organising direct trading 
voyages. The Flanders galleys first sailed in 1317, they 
seem to have called at Southampton on some of their earlier 
voyages; we hear of a quarrel between the crews of five 
Venetian galleys and the people of SO!lthampton and the 
Isle of Wight in 1323'; shortly afterwards a regular grant 
of trading privileges' was accorded by the Crown, but the 
Venetians do not seem to have been willing to take advantage 
of it at first'. The growing success of their Genoese rivals in 
Flanders, however, foi:ced them to allIer their views and to 
visit Southampton", and in the early part of the fifteenth 

1 WalBingham, Bin, Angl.l. 40'1,449. 
• A. Beer, GueAicA~ tha Wdlth4Rtkl8, L 200. 
• We hear of the impon of corn in lS16, a famine :Yo:l&r. F01tUra, n. t ~ 
• ·LibeRa in Political Songs, n. 1'12. 
6 Sehanz, EnglUcM BantkUpolitil; I. U6. 
• Ibid. L 117. Bot. OGrt. p. 84. 18 Jan. 1201. 
, Oakndar o/State Paper. (Venetian), L 6, No. }.s:. 
8 Rymer, Foukro, u. i. 598. 
8 See above, p. 414. 

10 The earl,. history of commercial intercourse with Venice may be traced in the 
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~461~ ~:::Yan ~~:j:n~h:~:rt~:;g::ro;~ t~:;!: ~e~!:do~ 
and other EngIi$ ports with merchandise. thence passed to 
Flanders to transact business. and afterwards loaded with 
English goods and returned to the Adriatic'; they enjoyed 
very special privileges about arrest for debt. and in regard 
to the trihunals before which they should· plead'; while 
they shared in the relaxation of the staple regul~tions which 
was permitted to merchants trading towards the West' •• But 

••• D. 1879. the trade which they carried on did not meet w'th general 
approval. Venetians had far outstripped their Italian rivals 
in the development of manufactures. and their connections 
did not enable them to bring to England raw materials for 
cloth dressing and dyeing. such as the Genoese furnished; 

• ,they therefore imported spices, drugs and fine mannfactured 
goods which public opinion condemned as mere articles of 
luxury that pandered $a extravagant tastes. 

!:"t- This objection to certain branches. of foreign trade. on 
..".-.due. what we may call snmptuary grounds. 18 one we shall mce~ 
hWlCOll~ • 

.... P ..... S .... Popor6(Ven.tian)I. In 1817 (\he_JOIU" "ben Ihollee& .... organioed) lUI 
attempt was made to come to 8OlD8 agreement with Edwald m., and ~ thia 
"nang •• " .. , ..... ratiJled \he FIaoden galIeyo wera "'" to mit EngIaod (110. 9). 
In 1919 (110. U) &h. ogaot ~"coriain liIiooleIo BasadoooIlOld 10.000 1ho. 01 _ 
aod 1000 n.L 01 caody in Loodoo, aod laot alao 8580 liTreo in 1DOD8Y. lie bougbt 
a return cargo at Bostonfair and set sail in hro coggos to1!'l..anden. bat was robbed 
by EosHsh sail..... H .... we may argue thai at &his dale direcI -. by _ bad 
oirMdybegon. The riot 011828 caoaed. rap&mein \hedirecl in __ ... 

Veoieo .. a EosHsh porta (11 ... 19 aod 22) but EosHsh preclude ...... being ..... 
Teyedby&h .... route, aod &h"",,,,,,,,freqae.t_ieTyiDgdutieoOD EosHsh 
wool brought 0TerIa0d from FIaodara (1108. it, 23. S4, 87). In 1SS4, _ .... tiIe 
~ oompetiliOD 01 Gao_ ga11eyo in FIaoden __ to haT. f ...... \he 
v .. eIlaoe 10 send .,.n ~ \heir lIee& 10 SontbemploD (110. 96). bn& Ihe ......... 
wore to be probibiIed from lOiog _ 8imilar _ •• ....ugemeDa wore 
made in snbeeqnaotyean (11 ... 97. 98. 109, 1000,aod _1999 ..... _ ~ Iho 
English porta .... regnIarIy mlled by Ihe FIaodara GaeL A.oeordiog to &heir 
regnlIr 001lIII0. &bey mlled Synenoe. Kaj<m:a, tile _ 01 8paiD aod Por&ngaI, 
.. a proceeded _ 10 Eogland, aod to &ha Low Connlria; &hey fnoquenled &ha 
ClwuuIi porta ra&hOl' &bOIl Lcmdon Itself. The whole .... nna...1he _ 01. 
Commodore 01_ by \he Groat Conncil; __ I bad 80 ........ COl boanI. far 

pnrpoees 01 dol..... The ga11eyo ..... IIUIDDed by 180 8cIa.cmiaD ........... ho 
had • frolemHy in Son&IwopIoo aod &heir OWD p1aoe ~ oopuI&oro at lIorth 8I0Il&
ham, wbe.e \he iDBcripliOD ma1 be ........ SepniInra do 1& IICboIa do ocIaTODi, .... 
Dui.""""'-laDI." B. B .. ~ Caleoular 0' S_ Po"... (V ....... ). I. W-

I Rymer, Ftadero, 'YtIL 69S. 
, C~ 0' S .... P.".,. (V-), I. 4l, II .. l38. 
• lB. n.c.S; 9 B. V. sLu. a. 6. 
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over and over again, but it nowhere finds more definite ~~6}~99 
expression than in the Libelle of English. Polycye. 

The grete galleys of Ven ... and Fflorenoe 
Be wei ladene with thynges of oomplacenoe 
All apioery .. and of grocers ware, 
Wyth .wete wynes, aile manere of chaff ..... 
Apes, and japea and marmaaettee tayled .. 
Trifles, trifl .. that IiteUe have availede 
And thynges wyth whiche they fetely blere oure eyo, 
Wit~ thynges not enduryng that we bye. 

• * * *. * 
ThUB th ... galeiae for this Iykynge w ..... 
And etyng w..... here hene our best chaff are, 
Cloth.. weUe and tynn.. whiche as I aaide beforn .. 
Oute of this londe werste myghte be forborne. 
Ffor eche other londe of necessite 
Have grate nede to by BOrne of the thre, 
And wee reeaeyve of them into this coo.te 
Ware and chaffare that Iyghtlye wol be l08te1• 

On these and other grounds public opinion demanded 
·that some limitation should be imposed on the Italian 
traders. It was asked first of all that they should only 
import commodities from Venice ind the East, as they had 
engaged in the carrying trade between Spain, Portugal 
Britanny and England'; here we have another .indication' 
of Navigation policy, requiring these foreign merchants t~1 

1 Libdk of BttglV1a Polyege in -Political Songs (Rolls), II. 178. This moat 
interesting tract should be compared with Sir John Fortescue's Ot'JfMllyU' 0/ 
EngUutd, written before 1451 but only recently printed. After mentioning the (1) 
riven and (2) harbotll'8. which gave all parts of the land the advantage of trade, 
he adds. liThe third comodyte of this land 18 that the grounds thereof is 800 good 
and commodyoU8 to the shepe. that bea.re BOO goode woll, and 11 fIOO plentyoua 
thereof that all the merchands of two londs may not by that one merchandyz. 
The fourth oomodyte that the comones have with in hem ys wollyn clothe reely 
made at all timys to serve the merchaunu'of any two kingdomya ChrysteDye or 
hetbynuye." I. p. 5.U. • 

• .. Eke when \he Spaywu:da, PorLyngalera. Bre&ona. and othere Merchantea of • 
the Contrea on this baH the saide Stray tea (Marrock, i.e. Gibralt.a.r) brought anel 
solcle tbeymself here in this Beaume. Greyn, Oyle, Wex. Iren. Froyi. and BUche 
other ld.erchandiaea of the same CounUea, and also where that the Merchantes of 
EDge10nde with her ShiPP88, 1DJght goo IlDd bye there hemaelf such Merchandises 
and brynge hem into Engeloud, thaDDe were a1 suche mansr of Merchandises in 
grett.ere habnndance, and at bettere chepe and priee wythymas this Reaume, and 
the Navis and the lIerchauudises of this saids Reaume in bettere estate thanne 
e,'cr they were or are lykly to 00." Since the Italians had taken up the carrying 
trade they had brought fewer goods from their own land, wi\h the usual complaint 
of increase of price, decrease of custoIDB, lowering the price of native eQorta, 
a.u.d u eke to p.eUer hurt of t.lle &he Navys." Rot. Pari. V. 81 b. 
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A.D. 1399 ; import only the produce of 'their own land. The petitioners 
-1461. also urge the singular plea, qnite in a Cobdenite spirit, 

that Commercial needs would facilitate peace between tbG 
hostile nations, if it were not for the intervention of neutral 
traders. .. All tho that are youre Ennemys in any Contres 
on this half the said Streites schall be rayne to desire your 
peas and frendeship, or atte best to bryngge hider their 

""'it. Merchandises and fette yours be sauf conduyts'," No action 
~k!. .. igh, was taken on this petition, and in 1445 there were" other . ~=., complaints brought agajnst them; this is the fi;'t symptom 
hOml), of the objection that they were seriously interfering with' 

the native industry of the country-and indeed with the 
staple trade. "Whereas the Merchaunds Straungers Italyans, 
of longe tyroe contynually abydinge in this your noble 
Reame, have customably used to ryde aboute for to bye 
Wollen Clothes, Wolle, Wolfelles, and Tynne, in every partie 
of the same Reame, by the sofferaunce wher~of the said 
Merchaunds have knowleche of all the privetees of the 
same Reame, as well of the povertye of your peple as of 

~:'ou. :~:::~n;;;ev:;:'Ch:a;:V;~;:n~~::y~dtht~::t~:~ 
the first hande bye Wollen Cloths, Wolle, W ollefelles aud 
Tynue, of IiUch indygent persones as sell hit at their grete 
myschief and losee, and summe of the said Merchaunds 
putte the said Wolle for to make Clothe thereof," and the 
price of wool and cloth had in consequence been greatly 
diminished and decreased, than which there could be no 
greater hurt to the liege people of the realm. The suggested 
remedy was to ordain that these foreiguers should ouly buy 
the staple commodities at .the ports where their galleys 
called, and that they sheuld not be allowed more than 

. three months in which to dispose of their cargoes', Like 
the previons complaint this was ineffectual and it is not 
hard to discern the real ground of the objection here 
alleged. The London wool staplers and clothiers' did not 
pay ready money, an.d for that matter did Dot always pay at 

1 Bot. Ptul.. v. 52 a. I Rol. Perl. 'Y. sa4 (11). 
a See a complaint of their mouopoJy from. the drapers in 1406. Ro'. Pan. m. 

598, So. 127. 
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all'. 'Such competition as that of the Italians in the internal A.D. 1399 

trade of the country mnst have interfered seriously with.their -1461. 

accustomed profits. The complaint of their buying w601, 
.. , some of which they delivered to clothiers to make cloth 
after their pleasure," reappears in the reign of Richard ill., A.D •• 1481. 

along with a very complete summary of the other grievances 
which had been matters of complaint at all times-of storing 
goods so as to sell at enhanced prices, of selling by retail, 
of exporting money and not commodities, and of harbouring 
other aliens". 

• 125. Though the outcry about the. interference of Pro""!"" ' 

foreigners in the great manufactures of the country had no 1"i.'~:,~' 
inImediate effect, serions efforts were made in the latter hal~ 
of the fifteentl) century to encourage native industry, partly 
by prohibiting the importation of finished goods and partly 
by encouraging the importation of materials. In 1455 a 
complaint was m¢e on behalf of the silkwomen and spinners 
of the misfery and occupation of silk-working in London 
that the Lombards, with the intention of destroying the said 
mistery, were introducing" ribbands ~d chains, falsely and 
deceitfully wrought, all manner girdles and other things 
concerning the said mistery and occupation, in no manner 
wise bringing in any good. silk unwrought as they were wont 
to bring JIeretofore "; and parliament entirely prohibited the 
inIportation of these goods, under the penalty of forfeiture 
together with a heavy fine'. • 

The reigns. of the Yorkists were particularly distin- un<!" Ed- • 

guished for the eagerness with which this policy was pursued. ",.rd IV. 

Edward IV. passed similar measures with regard to silk in 
1463' and 1483'; but the former statute contained another 
clause of a far more sweeping character. It complains that 
owing to the inIport of wares "fully wrought and ready made 
to sale n the "artificers cannot live by their misteries and 
occnpations as they have done in tinIes p.."t, but diverse of' 
them, as well householders as hirelings and other servants 
and apprentices in great number be this day, unoccupied and 

1 PG4Wn L~lter •• Ill.. 166. 
8SSH.VI.c.5 • 
• 22 Ed. IV. Co S. 

I lB. ill. 0. 9. 
• SEd. IV. 0. 8. 
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~P461~99 do hardly live in gl'eat misery, poverty and need," and it 
proc~eds to prohibit the introduction of a very miscellaneous 
assortment of finished goods'. 

A.D.l{GS. The wardens.of the various misteries in tOll'ns where they 
~:;;~ existed were to have the right of search to aid in executing 
':iJ:~::';, this statute, and their powers were extended so that they 
gil,". might search in adjoining towns and villages where there 

were no wardens of their own craft. It is a curious feature 
that the prohibition did not extend to the sale of '~goods 
taken upon the sea without fraud or collusion t,r that come 
into the realm by way of wreck." Similar prohibitions were 

A.D.U8{ •. enacted by Richard III.', and there is every reason to suppose i that this protective policy was worked with some success, for 
Ito wards the close of the fifteenth century we begin to hear 
~f an incursion of Italian artisans to reside and exercise their 
6Jlings, but not to settle in England'. Parliament prohibited 

I Woollen Caps, Woollen Cloth, Laees, 001'888, RibbaDda, Fringes of Silk and 
Thread, Laces of Thread, Silk Twined, Silk in any wi .. embrolderecl, Lac .. of 
Gold., Tyres 01 Silk or Gold, Saddles, Stirrups or any Barneu pertaining to 
Saddler;" Spurs, Bosses of Bridles, AnndiroDs, Gridirons, any Manner of Loeb, 
PinsonB, Fire Tongs, Drippiog Pans, Dice, Tennis Balls. Points, Parses, Gloves. 
Girdl .. , Harness for Girdl .. of Iron, LalleD Steel, Tin or of Alkemlne, anYthing 
wrought of any Tawed Leather. auy Tawed Farra, BI18eaJlI. Shoes, GalocheI, or 
Corks, Knives. Daggers, Woodknives,. Bodkins, Sheers tor TaylorB. SciPon, 
Razors, Sheaths, Playing Carda, Pins, Pallen., Pod, Needleo, or "»1 Pointed 
Ware, Forcers, Cook.1s, Ringa of Copper or of LolleD Gill, or ChaJIIDg DIahea, 
Hanging CandiesliekB, Chafting Balls, SaeriDg Bells, Binga for Certains, 1Adl .. , 
Scimmers, Counterfeit BIUIOllSt Ewers, Bate. BTuahe8, Cards for Wool, bbmch 
Iron Thread common1y called White Wire. 8 Ed. IV. c. 4-

J; lR.m.c.l2. : 
• "IV. Moreover'. great number of artifleers and other stranger. not. born 

undar ths king'. obeyeaDce, do dail,y .... ort and repair 10 ths ...,. at London, and 
to other cities, boroughs and town8 of the said realm, and mach more than they 
were wont to do fIt timea pad, and inhabit by themaelvee in the said realm with 
their wives" ehildren and household. and will DOl take upoD them any laboriOUl 
oceupatioo" as going to plough II!1d can. and oiber like bnainee .. but rue the 
making of cloth and other handicraft.. and easy oecupation.a, and briog and 
CODvey from the parIB beyond the sea., great sabstance of warea and merchan.diae& 
to fairs and markets" and all other placee of this realm at U1eir p1eaaa:re. and 
there sell the same, as well by retail as otherwise, u freet,. as any of the kiDg's 
subjeet .... 10 do, 10 the greai damage ODd impoveriahment at ths king' • .aid 
subjects, and will in no wise saUer DOl' take 8DJ of &he 1riDC • .u4 sobjedl to 
work with them. but. they take only into their eenice people born ill their own 
countries, whereby the Iring's said sabjede for lad!: of occupation fall into idle.ness. 
and be _elf, beggara, .. gabonda, and peopla of vieiowo living 10 the greai 

perturbanoa both of ths kiDg and of an biB reaim; and .. hen tho merehanu. 
art.i4eer& and strangers before rehearsed han gained wilbin &his tealm, by buying 
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artificers who came from abroad from exercising their craftSlA.D. 1399 
as independent householders, or as employers; they were tor1461. 
engage themselves as "~ervaunts unto BUche of your subgietts 
oonly as ben experte and connynge yn Buche Fetys, Crafts 
and Werkes as the seide Straungiers can occupie." Alien 
artificers', already established in the country, were only to 
sell by gross and not by retail, and only to take the king's 
subjects for their servants. There is indeed on~ interesting 
excep~on to this prohibition; the act was not to be prejuili-
cia! to any "!Artificer' or Merchant Stranger, of what Nacion 
.or Countrey he be or shall be of for brynging into this Realme 
or selling by Retaill or otherwise of any manner of Bokes 
wrytten or imprynted or for the inhabitynge within the said 
Realme, for the ,same intent, or to any wl'iter,lympner, bynder 
or imprynter, of such bokes as he hath or shall.have to sell 
by wey of Merchandise, or for their abode in the same Reame 
for the exercising of the said occupacions." , 

126. The preceding paragraphs show that there had M~y ond : 

been a very great increase in the trading connections of buU .. n. 

the country since the time of Edward lIT., and considerable 
attention was directed to questions connected with the media 
of exchange. There was not however any fresh departur~ 
from the lines laid down under Richard II.'; aliens were still 
to expend half their money in goods though they might take 
the rest in bullion'; but before long this permission was D. 140L 
rescinded' and they were requiied to expend the whole of 

or by such easy oecupatioDB and handicrafts, great substance of goode, with the 
same substanoe they go out 01 this said realm to snah parts beyond the sea as 
lifleth them best, and there spend the same goods, oftentimes among the king's 
adversaries and enemies, to the great damage of our BOvereigD.lord the king and 
his subjects, and impoverishment of this reolm and the commons of the same, EUld 
so by occasion of the premisses. the substance of the inhabitants in the ssid cities. 
boroughs and toWDS DOW late hath fallen, and daily doth tall into great poverty 
and decay, to their great undoing, unless the king's gracious aid be io them. in 
this behalf allowed." " 

In &Il8wer to Uria petiLion aliens were restrained from exerclBing handicrafts, 
and were compelled to sell their goods in gr088, and within eight months from' 
landing, &nd restrained in other ways. 1 Richard m. c. 9. 

1 Of these the number must have been conaidera.blei in 1486 no fewer than 
1788 aliena, dwelling iii different counLies, were naturalised. Rymer, Fmdera, 
1.687. 

t See above, p. 895 • 
• " H.IV. 0, 16. 

• 2B. IV. Co 5. 



432 LANCASTER AND YORK. 

A.D. 1999 ~ their moneys, saving only their necessary expenses, on the 
-1461. I di . f hiS . . I .. commo tIes 0 . t e rea m. evere restnctlOns were a so put 

• upon their dealings with one another; and houses were to 
be assigned for their residence where they might live with. 

'.D.1409. sufficient hosts'. This statute is chiefly remarkable for the 
clause which renders it felony to multiply gold or silver or 
use the craft; of multiplication '. 

R,coinage. Henry V. fi'amed a. complete code of regulations in con-
nection with an attempted reformation of the gold coinage; 
he ordained that the clipped and worn- coin sh!>uld only be 
accepted by weight, and endeavoured to induce the public. 

&.».1421. to bring in their money to be recoined '; they were to pay 
seignorage of 58. on the Tower Pound of gold, and fift;een pence 
on the pound of silver', and to receive the money recoined in 
eigh\ days'l all the gold in the hands of the exchange was 
to be brought for coinage also'. At the same time he ex
tended the time which was allowed to the Pope's Merchants 
to export goods to the value of their bills, from three month. 
to nine; as they complained that they could not bind them
selves to carry out the terms of. their bonds within the 

.L.1>.1423. shorter time. In the reign of Henry VL a new step' was 
taken, and aliens were required to give sureties from their 
companies that they would not export gold; the same 
measure contains a noticeable exemption, for it permits the 
exportation of gold for th~ ransoms of English prisoners'. 

I On this system compare Cunningham. A.litn Immi{ITGn/" 93. 
• 6 H. IV.ec.4,9. This was _ded b7 HmuyVLin fav .... of philosophero 

... who undertook to transmute metals for him. FaulcTG, XL 128, 240. 
'9H.V.Bt.J:.c.lL 
4. 9 H. V. at. II. c.l; compare 211. VI. co. 15, 16. 
I But the royal exigencies rendered this condition nugatory: &eO the complaint. 

Bot. ParI. IV. 101 (17). 
, The business of the ExcbanCe was still organised in the old way and lei out to 

individuals to!' • period of time (see above, p. 283). There were eomplainU from 
time to time 88 to the way in which this duty wu di.sebarged (e.g. John Van, Bot. 
Pari. t. 298, No. 23; Hugh Bryce, Bo •• PlITt. v. 634, No. 42),_" the _ of 
Hmuy IV. t.h. olIlcers of the Exchange .. ere opeeiaIIy exempted /rom the geoera1 

• pardoD. R ••• PtwI. IT. 7.. In 1484 the oJlke .... granW to .. Huler William 
HatIeclyf oar l'hiBieion _ 1Iore;r. BarghilI," on • payment of £'Ji) Jeor\y .... it 
was lateD to fellDe betorn. and £10 over of encreee by "ere." Bot. PMI. v. &29 b. 
In H.....,. Vn.·. reign it .... let for • oUniIor IRI111 (£90.61. 8d.) to FOL Bot. P .. ~ 
VL B77 b. The charge on euhange wu ODe balfpeJm, on eY~ Doble. Bo', 
Pm.? 635, No. 48. , 2 H. VL Co 6. 
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The evils could not be easily prevented however; the precious A.D. 1899 

me.taIs were so scarce in Europe at this time, that all nations ~;M 0/ 
were making similar regulations in the vain effort to retain' ~ion 'n 

them', while they y<ere being extravagantly used for purposes ...-op<. 

of adornment and display; and Edward IV. increased the 
penalties by rendering the export of bullion felony, in the A.D. 1478. 

hope of averting" the intpoverishing of the Realm, and -:6.nal-!,oliti<ai 
destruction of the Treasure of the same RealIii"." He also ~f~~=' 
enac~d that merchants of the staple should insist on int-
mediate pa~ent, and that half their receipts should be in 

• the form of money or bullion and should qe sent withiJi: three A.D. H63 

months to the mint'. While a political motive may just be 
detected in the foregoing regulations with regard to treasure, 
a sintilar .intention stands out in clear relief in the measure A.D. 1472 

which insisted on the intportation of bow staves'. Richard's 
statute in 1483 is particularly curious, as it combines the ""~ 
diverse objects of providing for the defence of the realm and a '11· 

encouraging a body of native artisans. "Mekely shewen 
unto youre discrete wisdom youre besechers ·'the Bowyers 
inhabitant within Citeez, Burghes and Villages of this noble 
Realme of Englond, occupying Artillary to theym belonging' 
for the sure tuicion and defence of the seid Realme, that 
where in tymes past goode and hable stuff of Bowestaves as 
well by Englishe Mercbaunts as by Straungiers hath been 
brought into this said Reame, by the which the .aid inhabf
taunts Artillers myght competently live upon suche Stuff as 
they then bought of Bowestaves at xis. the C, orxlvis. and 
viiid. atte mooste. It is so nowe, that by the subtile meanes 
of Lumbards useing to diverse Portes in this Realme, the 
Crafte of Bowiers aforesaid is sore mynnushed and likly to be 
uttirly undone, and therby the londe greatly enfebled to the 
greate J eopardie of the same, and the greate comforte to the 

1 Schanz, Englilche HallrkLrpoliliJ;, I. 488. 
s 11 Ed. IV. o. 1. This seems to impl,y a recognition of the two distinct 

OhjectiOllS which were urged by mercantilisLs, (1) to drainiug the country of coibage 
8ti an inCODVenience to the public. and (9) diminiBbing Treasure as a political 
d&nger. 

8 SEd. IV.c.l . 
.. Four with every ton of goods, 12 Ed. IV. 0. 9, and ten with every buU; of 

wine, 1 R. m . .a.l0; both enactments are specially directed against Itali&ns. 

C.B, 28 
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Enemies and adversanez thereof." They continue to point 
out that bowstaves are now sold at four times the old pJ:ice, 
'and that they are sold unsorted, good and bad alike, at this 
outrageous price. While the political IIlotive lies in the 
forefront, the statute is interesting as being an early case of 
legislation for the import of the raw materials needed in a 
branch or manufacture. 

IV. INDUSTRY AND INTERNAL TRAI1E. 

12t There is' abundance of evidence to show that the 
manufacture of cloth had increased with such extraordinary 
rapidity, that it had grown to be a very important trade. 
English wool was still sought. after by foreigners', but much 
was retained at home; the customs from wool were declin, 
ing' while commerce was expanding fast; and in the notices 
of trade, as well as the complaints about' pirates, we find 
that cloth, and not merely wool, was an ordinary English 
export. The manufactnre had its chief centre in the eastern 
counties, but it was really diffused throughout the length 
and breadth of the country, as we may gather from the 
various statutes. which were intended to regulate the pro
duction. The aulnager held an ancient office, as it existed 
in the time of Edward 1.'; it was his duty to visit the fairs 
and presumably to try to enforce the one measure of cloth 
which had been established for the kingdom '. His office 
gave great opportunity for fraud and there are frequent 
complaints of 'covin' between dealers and aulnagers. to the 
hnrt of the public'. The attempt tQ enforce one measure for 
the whole country was discarded in favour of the makers 
of Cogware and Kendal cloth, in divers counties'; ,and from 

1 00 the project ol opening a .taple for wool al Pia Bee below, p. 493. 
s From £68000 in the time of Edward m to ,£12000 in 1448, at CalaIa. 

t7 B. VI. c. 2. See abo Ramsay, La1tcIuUr fUUl For". u. ~7. 
, Perot. Ie Taillour forteitea &be oftlto.e &04 PieR. de Ede1meton 1f .. iD.staUec1 

in hill place auu1 look \he oalhL Hado .. Em"""". 5S8. Bee oleo Bot. Pari. L 
m (18) aDd II. 28 (50) • 

• lIagDa Carta (9 H. In. e. 35), 
6 8 R. II. c. 2i 11 B. D. c. 5 . 
•. IS B. II. at. L Co 10. TheJ wen allowed toO make theee IOr1a ~ cloth of &he 



'INDUSTRY AND INTERNAL TRADE. 435 

the bame statute'we learn of such abuses in the manufacture .u>.1461-

in' Somerset, 'Dorset, Bristol and Gloucester, that the mer- -;-.!.~J 
chants who took them abroad were imprisoned, and in danger ERgl4od. 

of being killed. The Essex custom, of selling cloths opened, E...... • 

so that the buyers might examine them, was put in force 
more generally. A few years later greater scope was given . 
for the varieties of local manufacture, as anyone was allowed Ul. IS94-

to make cloth of the length and breadth he liked, so long 
as it was measured by the king's aulnagers and sealed to 
show·what;i.t really was'; but this liberty was abused and, 
subsequent statutes defined the ra:ract sizes to which clotbsi 

• of different sorts should be made'. Worsteds were made in 'Eat 

Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridge, of four different dimensions, :::'1~7. 
and the oversight of these counties was assigned to the 
eight wardens'chosen at Norwich'. The making of broad-
cloth was also carried on in East Auglia and &sex'; London 
was known as a centre for manufacture', as well as 
for sale, early in the fifteenth century, and towards its 
close', we hear of the cloth- industry at Salisbury and Win
chester. 

The manufacture was evidently extending to different Yari<'i~. . 
localities, and as the hands became more skilled, an increased of qualoty. 

variety of articles was produced; though high-priced and, 
presumably, fine clotbs were still imported'. The variety 
was partly due to the quality of the wool grown in particular 
districts, and on this account the practice of mixing flocks 
with the cloth was permitted in certain parts of Devonshire, 
though it was forbidden elsewhere'; but in other cases, 
increasing skill was doubtless able to meet varieties of 
taste. The statute of Rich8J.'d IlL which defines the sizes A.D. 1484. 

of the ordinary clothS, broad-cloths, straights, and kerseys, 

usual -.Jth of three-quarIerB of a y...t Thill, one may DOti"; is the Flemish 
ell of 27 inch. (ToolmiD Smit.h" (JilM. W"mchester. p. 851 n,), and Ule practice 
may possibly point to • Flemish origin of the species of mauufaetn.re. 

118 B. n. L 0. U. .17 B. n. 0. I. 
, 11 H. VL 0. 9, and statutes recUed there. 
.7Ed.IV.o.L 88MIV.CoL 
." KIV.c.G. '1IB.me.8. 
8 "Ed. IV. 0. 1. The French Herald appears to admit that more oloths are 

made in England but inaiaY that far Aner cloth is made in France. Pyne. 80. 
17 Ed. IV. 0. 2. 

28-2 
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A.D. 1461 yet enumerates some hali-dozen additional sorts to which it - ~~~~ .. 
By far the most complete picture of the cloth manu-

.... 1465. facture in the fifteenth century is furnished by a statute 
of Edward IV. The preamble makes the ustlal complaint 

lof bad workmanship, and alleges that English' cloth was 
"falling into disrepute abroad; the statute regulates the 
, whole business in all ita details. The size of cloths of 
: different sorts, the modes of sealing good cloths, imperfect 

cloths and half cloths were all ordained, and fuil disci-etion 
was given to appoint a Sufficient number of officers to attend. 
to these duties. The long list of officials charged with 
powers under this act gives proof that the trade wlis carried 
on alike in towns and rural districts, and that mere municipal 
supervision could no long~r prove effective. The whole act 
serves to show that there was a very complete system for the 

r:;::u national regulation of the chief industry of the country, and 
,.... that this system was chiefly enforced by the action of a royal 

official and his agents. 
The existence of such national supervision was unfavour

. \ \ able to the maintenance of a system of local regulation by 
i i means of craft gilds', though in Norfolk and other places the 

local gilds were used as instruments for exercising parlia
mentary control'. The croft gild was an association of house
holders to whom the supervision of the trade in their own 
locality was officially entrusted; and the granting of parlia
mentary recognition to any of these gilds would tend to 
perpetuate this domestic type of industrial organisation. 
When anthoritative regulation. was exercised over craftsmen 
by outside officials, there was less obstacle to the introduction 
of new forms of business organisation. We can see that in 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the moneyed men with 
capital were coming to take an active part in the clothing 
trade, and that in the arrangements they made for the conduct 
of business, the household no longer served as the unit for 
purposes of trade regulation, as it had done in the ordinances 
of craft; gilds. As early as 1339' we find that Thomas 

IlB.nLc.8. 
S For an excellent UlustratitJ.D from the organisation for _rching cloth iD 

Coventry in Lil8 see Miss D. Harris'. Lift. in a Old EngluA TtnMI, 254 . 
• See below, pp. 441 &.lid 518. • Rymer, F~ D. ii.1098. Aahle1', J. ii. 202, 
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Blanket of Bristol, who came of an important family there, was A.D. 1461 

setting up looms and causing workmen to be hired to carry on -1480. 

the trade ; whilst a few years later, certain merchants had their 
cloths fulled in villages round about the city to the disadvau-
tage and discredit of the Bristol fullers 1. This class of Capital .. . 

capitalist employers might·be recruited frOm different sides; -ploy .... . 

it might consist to some extent of those who bought up the 
wool> used as material, and let it out to workmen to weave 
into cloth; it might be drawn, as Professor Ashley' points 
out, from a dlass of manual labourers like the shearmen who 
finished the cloth, and began to trade wholesale in the pro-
duct whel); thus ready for the market; or it might be that· 
drapers, who dealt wholesale in cloth', and tailors, who made 
goods out of cloth', began to employ workmen in the manu-
facture. By whatever stePs a man rose to ~e a capitalist, 
those .whom he set to work would become economically' 
dependent, and the small masters in a trade he organised~ 
approximated to the position of journeymen. Personal super-
vision by an employer was more effective than gild regulation', 
and capitalistic management was compatible with increasing 
division of labour and with the introduction of machinery. Din"li ... of 

The signs of progress in equipment are an additional indication Lab""". 

toot the industry was being conducted on a large scale; and 
the confused story of the trsde organisations of the time 
becomes more intelligible when we view them as inci-
dents in this transition; on the one hand we have asso-
ciations of capitalists, connected with the manufacture, but 
engaged in wholesale trading; while on the other, there are 

1 Engli8k Gild., 285. 
I Ashley, Ec. Billt., L ii. 227. 4 Ed. IV. o. 1, and S H. vm. Co 8 . 
• Ashley, Ee. But., L ii. 21L The proclamation of 1864, conferring a charter 

on the Drapers' Company shows that artisaus, 88 we should caD them, were en
gaging in the cloth trade. n orders that .. Each or the mysteries of tenterers, 
letters and fnllera confine themselves to their own myst.eri.es. and in DO m&Dllel' 
intermix themselves or interfere with the making, buying or seI.ling of any manner 
of cloth or drapery on pain of imprisonment. II Herbert, Li"ery Compania, 1.400. 

" Polit.,ical p(){!Dl8, R. 8.,11. 285. Armstrong's &rmo.,. p. 65. 
a Their onlinances show that the tailors of Bristol were skilled artisans who 

t:!ould cut; out in 1401, but that they cl.ai:med to engage in the trade of dealing in 
clotll as an IUlcient usage in the time of Charles L Fox, MtnA4RC Toylort qf 
BriUol, pp. 32..86. I Compare Vol D. p. 4.99. 
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~p~~1 struggles to maintain, under the new conditions, l"l"gulations 
similar to those which had heen in vogue under the old order. 
The statute of 1465 already referred to, indirectly indicates 
that the influence of capital had made itself felt on every 
side, and that the industry was carried on in those forms which 
survived till a century ago when the invention of machinery 

Cl«J>;"'" brought about the Industrial Revolutiou', Clothiers delivered 
the wool to the spinners, carders and other labourers by 
weight, and paid them for the work when it was finished'; 
but apparently they perpetrated frauds on th~ labourers, 
in delivering the wool, and by foreing the Iaboure1'9 to take. 
a great part of their wages in pins, girdles, and ,!ther • un
profitable wares.' This appears to be the earliest act against 
truck; it ordains that for the future payment shall be made 
in true and lawful money. The various employments, which 
were combined in the manufacture of cloth,-as carders, 
spinners, weavers, fullers, shearmen and dyers',-are dis
tinguished, and the duties of the fullers described with great 

s"~ precision. Among subsidiary employments connected with 
=~. the preparation of cloth, the dyers seem to have occupied a 

• prominent place. At Coventry in particniar they seem to 
have heen a powerful body'; and defective dyeing with 
materials that faded or of cloth not properly prepared was 
especially condelDDed by statute in 1484'. 

JIalm..z.. Considerable care was taken that English workmen should 
A.D. wos. be well supplied with raw materials; Edward IV. rearranged 

the regulations for the staple with the intent that "sufficient 
plenty of wool might continually abide and remain in the 
realm, and might serve for the occupation· of clothmaking, 
in all its various branches', while he prohibited any bargains 
for the clip of wool before tbe sheep were shorn, in any of 
the southern counties where the clothing trade cbiefly lay', 

, A good ~ is Hi .... in u.. Bepon .., u.. WooIleD Hau __ 
0_ J..".."u. UL 696, ...a &po.ou, 1806 m. Compon We> lin Green', 
........ .., Norfolk. T .... Lif., D. 105 Do 

• This type 01. indU6bial organiealiou ... probably Dot uoiTenal «",al in the 
W",,* til EngIancI. AoccriiDg to W_ (V ..... of ~ ;. 16O!1, p. 61) 
the farmers ao1d ... 001 &0 spiImen, who IOld yam. to WNY", who eold the cloth 
to clothiem. 

• 4. Ed. ff. c. L • HoI. Pari.IY. 75. No. 21. ' lIt. W. e. a. 
'SUIT.c.l. '''Ed.IV.c.t. 
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On the other hand we do not hear of such restrictions on A.D. 1(61 

the export of fuller's earth, teasels and other agents in the -1485. 

manufacture, as had been in vogue in its early days under 
Edward ll.' Parliament had apparently endeavoured to 
preserve the English breed of sheep' but Edward IV. is 
commonly charged with less care in this matter, and it is 
said that the breed of Spanish sheep was greatly improved 
in conseqnence of a present of rams sent by him to the king 
of Aragon'. _ There were also endeavours to keep the whole 
of the process of manufacture in the country, and prohibitions A.D. 1429. 

, of the export of ' thrums " and woollen yarn'. 
Whether the rapid development of the industry was the 

reason why it attracted capital, or whether the introduction 
of capital led to its rapid growth, or how far these conditions 
reacted on one another, it is hardly possible to say. The 
fact remains, that while there was stagnation or retrogression 
on so many sides of economic life, the one industry, which 
was already organised on modern lines, was flourishing 
greatly; it affords one of the few redeen:ting features in 
the gloomy story of the fifteenth century. The beautiful Bocia,l. 
buildings which perpetuate the somewhat gaudy taste of cowl."o •• 

the prosperous classes at the time are so striking, that we 
may easily exaggerate their testimony, and argue that the 
century which produced them was a time of general .pros-
perity'. That this is a hasty and onesided inference has 

1 Riley, Memo'I'itd" 149, 150. See Appendix. 
t 8 H. VI. c. 2. This was partly intended to prevent frauds on the revenue by 

exporting live sheep to shear them in Fla.nders~ (Pyne, DtlJaU oj Herald" 544), but 
it had also reference in all probability to the preservation of theEngliah breed which· 
was at all events believed to be superior. Ashley, WooUen Man1ifactuf'e, 70 n. 

I Smith's Ohronicon Ru,ticum, L 69. Eden (Hilt. POfn'. t. 88) gives a case 
of the exportation of English sheep to Spain in 1850. See above, p. 814 . 

• The threads left unwoven at the end of a piece of cloth. 
18H.VLc.2B. 
II Professor Thorold Rogers regards the ":fifteenth century and the 1lrat quarter 

of the sixteenth," as "the golden age of the English labourer" (Siz Oentunu, 826). 
Be is followed. by GuntoD (Wl!'olth and Pro(fl'l!'n, IS7) and Hyndman (Hueorieal 
Ba.m oj Bocial""" 1), whodoubts .. whether any European community ever eDjoyed 
such rough plenty as the EngliBb yeomen, cmftsmen and labourers of the 1lfteenth 
century." This view rests entirely on the interpretation of pricea. and especially 
on tAe auumptiOtt th(J( employmtll' tDGf COtVIane, and that the labourer's income is 
fllirly represented by BOO times his daily wages (Rogen·s, .A.gnOulhn onci' hieu, 
IV. 765); it lB ~y necessary to observe tha.t acoountl ;'lla.de out for times when 
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been already shown; but on the other band it would be a 
mistake to ignore the fact that the rich clothiers, and others 
were able to spend large sums on building; the distribution 
of the finest examples of Perpendicular Architecture in 
England coincide closely though not exactly with the areas 
where the clothing industry was planted '. There is also 
good evidence that there was, in other districts, a decay 
of tillage and lack of rural employment', during this century', 
and many of tbe towns were inlpoverished too. The freqllent 
complaints which led to exemption from taxatiru, the pre
ambles of the Yorkist statutes, as well as the narration of 
the gild difficulties, show that there was much suffering in 
town.. in all parts of the country. But while tillage was 

• decaying. wid some towns were becoming inlpoverished, the 
wealth of the clothiers was increasing; the rates of payment 
they offered would suffice to keep up the rates of wages 
for agriculture, and .to increase the difficulty of carrying on 
tillage with hired labour; boys and girls who had opportuni
ties of learning some branch of the textile trade were 
authoritatively forced to labour in the fields'. We may thus 

cUJthmanu-
/aeture. work was going on. are not evidanee as to the frequency or length of period. when 

work was Dot obtainable. Some men worked all through Sunday. and holiday. 
and worked extra hoUl'll to complete a piece of work, bQ)i this doe8 not help us to 
guess how t&r employmeut was CODstant. 

1 This can hardly be regarded as eonclosive howeverj King'e College Chapel 
and monastic bnUdings which were paid for by wealth drawn from distant estates 
might be fiouri8hing, while the lay inhabitants of a town were much reduced in 
Dumbers and wealth. The building 01 Great S. ltIary •• at Cambridge dragged 
aver many years (Fuller. HitJtqry 0/ tM Uflif1emtyo/ Oamlnidge, V1.). and "8.11 only 
acoompliahed by persistent beggin( for anbecripti.ons; &8 • matter of lact &heM 
buildings must have been going on at. the very time when the town obtained 
exemption OD tbe grotIDd of poverty in 14.72, and again in 1489 (Rot. ParI. n.4.38). 
On the other hand the great Suftolk churebellike Laveuham and Loog HeJfonl 
were erected by the mtmi.ficence of suceessful clothiers. 

I Denron, FiftUIIIA CeJIlwy, 94. The authors of that invaluable storehol18e 
of faets., the .4nnm. of Coulmera. also apeak deeidedly: "the maoafaeturea and 
COlD.II1e!'t.8 of the country were grieVOU8l,. depressed and their advaneement ro
tarded." llaepberaoD, L 609 . 

• Professor Thorold Bogen calls attention to ii ... matter of importance in 
It the later years of the sixteenth eeutury" and notes that the complaint t. found 
"IllS early loll .. 6 Henry vm. c. 6 j but it bad attracted attentitm in psrIlam8Ut 
loog befon thai tuDe. He apparOD1lJ" holds thai tho ODelooiDg 01 !he IUteenth 
ct"Dtury WB8 not lDade at the expense of tillage (.04grieuleurc Mil Pr~u, IV. 63. 
54 D.. 109). . 

'12B.IL6; 7H.IV.c.17. 
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find "in the growth of the clothing trade, a solution of the ~p~~61 
apparent contradictions spoken of above. For some of the 
. rural poJ!ulation the fifteenth century was a time of abund-
a.iice; not because agriculture was flourishing, but because 
of the reaction of the development of the clothing trade upon 
rural life. By way of contrast we may note that the close 
of the eighteenth century was a time of great misery-not 
merely because agriculture was in difficulties, hut because the 
dom1"'tic industries were giving place to the faCtory system. 

128. Yhenomena somewhat similar to those which have Royal 

been describeli in connection with the cloth manufacture, ~jl",'f::,~"" 
may be observed in other trades, thongh they·operated in a ~ia;::IX'd 
different fashion. Parliament interfered to exercise a national ""i'''" 
control over various b;"nches of industry; but iIi doing so, it 
did not set the gilds aside, but acted through them and 
used tbem as the instruments of national authority'. Public 
attention was given to the goldsmiths" and embroiderers' 
craft', since they were concerned in the use of the precious 
metals and gold thread. The statute about goldsmiths in A.D. 14!:9. 

the time of Henry VI. recognises their gild as the agency for 
carr.fing out the regulations that seemed necessary j each 
workman was to set his own mark on every article as well 
as the Leopard's Head which testified to the quality of the 
metal j and the mark and sign of every goldsmith was to 
be known to the wardens of the craft'. In the time of •• 'hori,a

Edward It. other craft gilds came to be recognised by statute ';i!dt 
as the authorities for searching out manufactures illegally im-
ported' j they were charged with important public functions, 
and had power to exercise them outside their own particular 
town. Such functions could hardly have been undertaken by 
mere operatives, and there are signs of the existence of employ- Or"!.' 
ers in various callings. The mason's craft had always been ~~n:';.!z 
carried on by substantial men, who could undertake a. o.#i='. 
considerable responsibility'; but the orgarrisntion of this 

J Statutory authority was given to worsted W0d.Vere in Norwich to eleot War-
deWJ (23 H. VI. Co S. 7 E. IV. 0.1). t 28 E. I. c. 20; 87 E. m. 0. 7. 

I tH. 'VI.c.lO. • 211. VLo.17. a BE. IV. c ... 
11 Compare a building contract doted 1412, in Canon Beine's Catterick OhurcA 

in tJlt Conmy of York. aD the Masons' craft. see Cunningham, Western Oif1il"tJ.. 
tiDA, n. 98 n., 128 D. • 
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A.D. 14611. industry lay outside ordinary municipal control'. Difficl1lties 
-1485. ;arose wben any attempts were' made by a prosperous man to 

I !carry on some municipally authorised brancb of industry on 
'capitalistic lines: the whole system became strained. It has 
been argued above that there is no evidence of a conBict be-

~!i;'~::;:.. tween craft gild~ and a merchant class in the twelfth century; 
..... but during the fourteenth century a class of wealtby burgesses 

had come into being and there is reason to believe that 
there was a" divergence of interest between them and. the 
manual labourers in their crafts. If Professor A!!!ley's sup
position is correct, and the Coventry shearmen took up the 
business of dealing in cloth, then the frequent and partially 
successful efforts of the fullers to separate from the shearmen 
and form their own gild', may be interpreted as an attempt 
on the part of craftsmen, bOth masters and journeymen, to 
retain economic independence. There is reason to believe 
that towards tpe middle of the fifteenth century there was a 
considerable increase in the population, unaccompanied by 
any great improvement in tbe means of production', and 
consequently a relative overpopulation in several European 
countries; and there can be little doubt that this was' the 
case in English towns at all events. The alleged exhaustion 
of the soil' and the prevalence of sheep-farming were at all 
events incompatible with any great increase in the food
supply, while there was a tendency for the rural population 
to move into the towns. The frequent complaints Of poverty 
and lack of employment, which led eventually to stringent 
measures against foreign competition, confirm the evidence 
from other sources to show that tbe gilds were being over
stocked witb journeymen who could bardly hope to attain 
tbe position of housebolders and employers. In the callings 
where the old organisation was effective there was an 

1 Iron smelting was also extra-munici.pal, and it aeems to ba\"e been carried OD 

byemployen and wage-earners. Lapsley,..teeonl JJoU. of a Fijuen14 CeldurtJ 
Iron-ma.eer, in English Hut. Rmn" XIV. 609. 

I In 14481Uld 81IbseqQeDtly. W. G. Fretton, Mem.orUU. 0/ Fulk~' or Wail:er,' 
Gild 0/ COf¥1ltrr. p. 10 . 

• Schwoller, Die kill.orilCM E1IItDieUltmg du Fl~uehcO'1U1lm8 i,. DeuI.dlalul 
in TUbingen Zeit,clu.fji,u, d~ guo., 8ttuJUutUHflldo,ft, U\'U. 843 . 

.. Deuton.. 1iJ3. 
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increasing tendency, during the fifteenth century to restrict A.D. 1461 

the avenues by which the freedom to exercise a craft could -1485. 

be obtained'; larger fines were demanded on admission', (Jf»!di'jon 

while the standard of social qualification for those who were t1.~. 
eligible as apprentices was raised. In those trades in which 
the capit;ilist interest had become dominant; the small 
masters appesr to have united with the journeymen in trying 
to maintain the economic independence of manual workers 
and to !l<'cure better terms for them by forming yeoman or 
jOllr!leym~n gilds'. The .movement appears in England at a 
very early date indeed, as in 1303 the "servant workmen in (Jo~d
cordwainery" .were forbidden "to hold any meeting or make .......... 
provision which may be to the prejudice of tlie trade and 
the detriment of the common people'." The confederacy of 
masons which was put down by Edward ill. appears to have • 
been a joil!t effort of masters and journeymen to get better 
terms from the publica, but among the Shearmen the Black Yoom •• 

Death seems to have roused a dispute between masters and gilds. 

men' in regard to wagp.s. The earliest proclamation recorded in A.D. 1888. 

English i1). the City was directed against" congregations and 
conventicles'''; but it had no effect on the cordwainers who 
met at the Friars Preachers, and did conspire and confederate 
to hold together in rebellion against the overseers of the trade'. 
They had given money to a certain Dominican to obtain 
confirmation to their fraternity from the Pope', Similarly the 
Saddlers had a yeoman gild, the members of which attended Baddk". 

mass once a year, and went when summoned to vigils and 
masses for dead members of their fraternity; but the masters 
asserted that under a "certain feigned colour of sanctity" they 
were really combining to secure excessive wages". The journey-

, Bnmiaoo, H""'rr aM dndopmo .. 0' Gilds, 74. !dias Dunlop baa ooUecled 
much additional English evidence on this point. 

.. See p. 611, below. . 
a Simil&r gilds .Uained to great importance on U1e ContiueD.l. Schanz, Z .. ,. 

GuckicAte hr rkut.chtn Guelkfl11erbIJnde ilQ MiUelaltu, ll . 
.. Liher OUilt. D. 54.1. 
6 84 E. m. c. 9. 80 also S H. Vl. c. 1. 
o Riley, Memo,,",", 251. 
'f Ibid. 4.80. 8 Ibid. 495. • 
, The journeymen" brotherhoods sometimes bad • religioWi oharaeter similar to 

that of the Tertiaries among the Franciscane. Schaws, GutlknDerbdflfu, 70 D. 

10 BUeY. Jl~Orid16, 643. • 
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~P.·8~~1 man tailors too preferred to live together in companies il1 
"».1395. dwelling-houses by themselves without any superior to rule 
Taiw,... over them, and their conduct caused a good deal of difficulty 

to the Wardens, and scandal to the City in 1415]. The 
formation of such combinations in London, even if they had 
little permaDence', testifies to lfusatisfaction among the 
workmen, while there is evidence of similar dillic'ulties in 

('0_",. at least one provincial centre of trade. At Coventry in th" 
£,arly part of the fifteenth century the masters andjourneYlJlen 
of the weavers' craft came to a formal~ agreement; 'its terms 
serve to indicate the nature of some 'of the points in dispute. 
It was agreed that anyone who could nse the art freely might 
have as mal)Y looms, both linen and woollen, in his cottage, 
and also take as many apprentices as he liked; every cottager 
or journeyman, who wished to become a master, might do so 
on payment of twenty shillings; while the journeymen were 
also allowed to have a fraternity of their own, on condition 
that they paid a shilling a year to the Weavers' Gild for 
the privilege, and a shilling for every member theyadmitted'. 

BriMol. The journeyman tailors of Bristol had wardens of their own 
and a common chest to which contrihutions were' made for 
the relief oC poor brethren, but the .Fhole. arrangement 
seems to have been under the supervision of the Master 
and Fraternity of Merchant Tailors'. The Bachelors' Com
pany of the London Merchant Taylors consisted of small 
masters as well as journeymen'; Mr Unwin' has adduced 
other exampleS which seem to show that the London yeomen 
gilds came to be organisations of small masters, under the 
general control of the trading elements in the companies. 

I./rod".. Not only do we thus see symptoms of organised struggles 
~f.a.,.. between the employer and the employed, but there was also 

a difficulty arising from the introd1jction of machinery. This 
was apparently felt in the cappers' trade in 1376 when a 

1 lliIey. ¥.....n.b.609. 
, Webb, Trod. t· ........ p. 4. It;. ... tieeable, ........... \baa joarDeJmeD 

gilds seem to have existed as impor1aD.t iDstitutioos amotII' the pIasIeftn and. 
Iailon in DobliD in the eighteenth eeutury. B... ·!ielsoo . .A poea ill j()ftOtlr of tie 

t' CUlcU.llIOti4tt of J~yaea Tai'l.on. 1726. Brit. liDS. lit90 e. i (16d) .... abo 
1 • ..., .. 5(~~ 

, eo....try lfwUcipllDoeameu&a, Luf Boo1; f. '1:1 •• 
• Fox, 11.....-- T.u-....f BriMol. 38. 
I CIocIe, gariy Ir~ of Gild of Jlud'" T4,w., p. 60.. 
·/~IO~"-,60.. 
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question arose as to the use of water-miJIs, which were said iD. 1461 

to do the work insufficiently and badly; but still the public -I4S •. 

bought their caps from the men who used the mills, and 
the simple folks of the trade were greatly impoverished. and 
at the point .of perishing'. Despite the prohibition then, 
members of the craft; and others frequently had recourse to 

• the use of these mills'. Eventually the matter came beforef 
parliament and the use of Fulling Mills was forbidden by 
statute in 148~ '. . 

>The ~lds were not only in"difficulties as to their internal Gild, ... 

affail:s, but in regard to tbeir relations with the public . .. onopolo". 

The weavers' monopoly was a grievance as early as 1321'; 
there- had been other difficulties in 1376. The charges in 
1437 were more specific, although the grounds <tf complaint 
were similar,-that the gilds set the local authorities at . 
defiance, and thus injured the public', This petition called .:.-. 1437. 

forth an ",ct', the preamble of which recites that" masters, 
,vardens, and people of gilds, fraternities, and other companies 
corporate, dwelling in divers parts of the realm, oftentimes 
by colour of rule and governance and other terms in general' 
words to them granted and confirmed by charters and letters 
patent of divers kings, niade among themselves many un-
lawful and unreasonable ordinances, as well in prices of ware 
and other things for their own singular profit and to the 
common hurt and damage of the people"; and it goes on to 
provide that new ordinances shall be for. the future S?bmitted\ 
to justices of the peace, and recorded by them. There is 
here a further step in the process of nationalising the craft; 
gilds; on the one hand they were being used by parliament 
as its agents for regulating trade, while on the other they 
were being controlled more rigorously by extra.municipal 
authorities. 

Even the spirit of monopoly had somewhat changed 
its character in accordance with the new conditions of the. 

1 BUey, Memoriala. 408, There is an instructive phrase: IIwhich to the 
advantage of the people cannot be properly and lawfully fulled saV8 through the 
8U}lPOrt of persons skilled in the said b:a.de." 

:I Ibid. 659. 667. a 22 E. IV. o. 6. 
4 Riley, Lib. Otut. %. 416. 
a .Rot. Dan. IV. 607. iii 16 Henry VI. 0. 6. 
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A.D. 1461 times. In the old days it had been directed ~gain"t npland 0::8
:;, men, who, though English, were foreign to the town-in fact 

.. ,i'lal ..... against non-residents who did not contribute to the burdens 
• of the town. In the fifteenth century the same feeling was 

brought to bear on the resident alien. The mercers of 
Shrewsbury, in the time of Edward IV., made an ordinance 
against receiving French, Flemish, Dutch, Welsh or Irish. 
apprentices'; and the tailors and coopers of Southampton 
were also at pains to exclude resident aliens from competing 
in their crafts'; they were more particularly expojjed to· the 
immigration of Italian artisans which has been already 
.noticed. English capitalists had ousted the aliens from 

l
'finanCial business and from internal trade; Englis~ mer
chants werll at last holding their own in foreign trade; but 
under the Y orkists and Tudors the stress of alien competitiou 

.• /was borne by English artisans; and the national prejudice' 
gave new force to the local exclusiveness of the craft gilds. 

::ti'iR!1' The union which took place among many of the gilds in 
the fifteenth century was probably due to tbe success of one 
gild in obtaining ascendancy over allied crafts'. It may have 
been fostered by such social influences as the struggle ·of 
Englishmen to hold their own against aliens', and the obliga
tion to take part in the pageants which were provided annually 
in some towns and occasionally in others'. The plays at York', 
at Chester', and Coventry' were performed by the various 
misteries; Shrewsbury Show" was also a magnificent spectacle, 
which involved a heavy outlay. The wearing of liveriesu was 
anotber extravagance by which the companies rivalled the 
state of great nobles; and expenses of this sort, even thongh 
they testify to the prosperity of the richer crafts, may well 

• Ribber!, Gild., 64. • Da';" ~ 278, 276 . 
• On proteetioo during this period eolDp&nIlIrs GreeD', TOIM Life, L 71. 
, UDwm.l~ O,.g~ 85. • 8eeyol.lL p. 88. 
, In Norwich the IWIiDp or ~ of the giLIe- were __ 1lIId ... 

the au&hority of S. George'. Gild, IiDd 0CC1II'r8Il lbree 01' four timee • year 
(Blomelleld, Nor/oil:. Do 97). La_IY8OTenJ cralte ...... 10 ha .. _ UDder 
the same banner on these oocuiOl18 (Ibid. D. 148). 

, _ 1.. T. Smith (Yar~ Pia,,), ODd KiM SeIIero In E"II' B .... lin. IS. 

300. • BeIsby'. Ormerod', 0la1fr, L sao. 
• DU~oIOOlJUllOll Wcal.p.16,L 18n. 
10 Hibbert., (Jildl. U1. 11 .bhlelt E«nuMK Hul0'J, L ii.127. 
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have proved a heavy burden to the poorer ones, and accele- A.D. 1461 

rated the process· of decay. -1485. 

On every hand it appears that the gilds were changing; 
their chamcter and were coming more and more, in so far as! 
they were preserved, to be at once the organs of and subjec~ 
to national regulation; while their exclusiveness was _t~, 
expression of a national feeling'. They were accused of ~ 
mitting oppression on one side and of being guilty of at''ava
gance on the other. But there was no easy remedy for the 
mi';'hiefs Ivhich were beginning to appear in craft gilds, and 
which at length called forth the. mournful reflections of 
Clement Armstrong. who looked back to the reign of 
Edward ill, when there" were no corporations of no craftes 
in London nor halles with no constitution and ordinaunces 
for no syngularities as now is but the Guyldhall'." 

129. The agricultural policy of these reigus was de- E:,tn<rag. 
veloped on the lines that had been indicated under Richard "'1/ tiliag,. 

II.': but the preambles explicitly state that the statutes were '.D. 1437. 

intended to encourage tillage. Those who went in for higher 
farming and "used manurement of their land," could only get 
a 'bare price: and were therefore allowed to export wheat Freedom to 

without a license when the price was not more than 6s.,ad. "'po,t""," 

the quarter'; in 14M this statute was made perpetual, 
especially for the advantage of the counties on the sea-coast 
which could not sell the" substance of their corn" except for 
transport by water'. In 1463 the English farmer received ProJIibition 

another boon'; he suffered greatly from the importation ofoj ... p o ..... 

foreigu corn, and this was only allowed for the fu ture when 
the price exceeded 68. Sel. per quarter, so that in plentiful 
harvests he had a monopoly of the home market. These 
measures offer the most sigual instance of the reversal of the 
policy of Edward ill.; that corn and victuals should be 
plentiful aud cheap was. quite axiomatic in his time, and the 
complaints of the doings of alien merchants generally allege 
that somehow or other they made goods scarc~ and dear. 
Wool' and cloth' were treated differently, as Englishmen 

1 Disabilities on aliena ea1l8ed the people of Antwerp to migrate to A..materdam. 
rather thaD to England in lS85. De Witt, Political Mazim.., 62 . 

• 8errJt.t>fU and DulartltWnf in Paoli, Drei fHJlhrDirtAsclaaft. Dm&cAri.fUn.45. 
, See above, p. 406. , 16 H. VI. c. 2. & 2S H. VI. c. 6. 
d 8 E. IV. 0. 2. , See above, p. BU. 8 See above, p. 416. 
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~Pis!~61 wished to sell at dear rates to the foreigner. When we 
remember the dislike of engrossers and others who raised 
the price of victuals, it is very strange to find that parlia
ment was willing to pass measures of th~ kind'. One can 
only suppose that the increase of sheep farming', at the 
expense of tilla~e and cattle breeding, was going on so fust as 
apparently to threaten the national food supply. 

Pa.',!" The first signs· of this change have been noted above j it 
~;';~:"U had gone great lengths in the' time of Henry VII" and t.here 
U1l:":.' of are isolated notices which show it was. steadily progressing. 

9 The case of Stretton Baskerville in Warwickshire is a 
striking example. .. Thomas Twyford, having begun the 
depopulation thereof, in 4 Henry VII. decaying four mes
suages, and three cottages, whereunto 160 acre~ of errable 
land belonged, sold it to Henry Smith, Gentleman. Which 
Henry following that example, in 9 Henry VII. enclosed 640 
acres of land more, whereby twelve messuages and four 
cOttages fell to ruine, and 80 persons there inhabiting, being 
employed about tillage and husbandry, were constrained to 
depart thence and live miserably. By means whereof, the 
church grew to such mine, that it was of no other use than 
for. the shelter of cattle, being with the churchyard, wretchedly 
prophaned, to the evil example of others, as are the Worda of 
the Inquisition '." 

f:t,,,:;:;~v of It might at first sight appear strange that while the 
breadth of ground under tillage was thus decreasing there 
should be any serious difficulty in finding a supply of labourers 
well qualified for agriculture, but the renewals of the statutes 
of labourers show that there was an alarming deficiency. 
In the time of Henry VL it was ordained that every servant 

'.D. 1445. leaving employment must give ample notice so that his 
master might find some one to take his place'. Rates of 

1 Impoverished landlonIa had the me8D8 of ~ themse1l'eII and were more 
likely to lay down their land in pasture than to petitiou parliament for com 
mws. Seo above, p. 404. ' . 

I It 11'&8 apparently a common jest. with foreigners doring &he time of Henry 
VI. to 8880ciakt the decline of our naval power with the increue of lIheep 
farming. CachinnaDt de nom. ini:mici, et dieaD1, "Tollit.enavem de pretioa moneta 
vestra. at; imprimite ovem, "ecordiam, Testram in hoe: argoentell." Capgra:"s, d~ 
.a~ HefU'ici., p.185. See also LibeUe of E,.,lilA Polycye. VY. 86, 86, 
PolitWd Ponti, B. S., lL 159 . 

• Dugdale's Anliq.itiu oj WcuwicbAirt:. p. 36. • 23 B. VL eo I!. 



wages both in to.wn and country are laid down with very A.D. 14&1 

great precision for summer and winter, with meat and -14SO. 

without it. These are obviously intended to be the maximwn Au,urn .. ' 

rates; since tbe time of Ricbard II.' the Justices had been of Wage.. 

empowered to as..<>es& agricultural ~ twice a· year accord-
ing to the plenty or scarcity of the time so long as they did 
not exceed the statutable limitatIOns j they had the means of 
authoritatively lowering wages" when it seemed expedient. 
Eve~ effort was made to promote tillage by renderiu g cheap 
labour ava1lable; but the labourers in rural districts must 

• have had diminished opportunities of employment, at care
fully restricted rates of pay. Besides ~ the frequency of 
holidays must have ·made a considerable· difference to the 
wage-earner, since he was only allowed to take a proportionate 
payment on these days. 

That many mere idlers were kept as retainers under 
colour of husbandry may have accounted for part of the 
difficulty of procuring labour wben it was needed j but it 
was most probably chiefly due to the development of thd A ...... "". 

cloth manufacture in rural districts. Children who ba~ of "'~ cloth 

served till the age of 12 years at husbandry were to keep to f:='. 
that occupation, and nnder Henry IV. it became illegal for any 
but freeholders with 208. per annum to apprentice their chil-
dren.to a trade'. But while this had little success so far as 
husbandry was concerned it checked the development of, and 
indeed did positive injury to, chartered towns. The citizens of • 
London (8 H. VI. c.1I), and later those of Norwich (11 H. VII. 
c.ll), were exempt from its operation. The citizens of Oxford . 
were not SO successful in their appeal; they complained of the '.D. 1460. 

J. 18 B. n. st. Ii. c. 8. Allusion 1fU made &0 this a.ttempt to regulate wages 
In ......-dan .. wi'h prices Inthe first edition of this book,p.IU4- lhadmistakenly 
wpposed that it was a mere paper proviso and omitted. all reference &0 it in the 
second edition; but Mis.s McArthur bas shown (EttglNA Hut. BemlJlD, D.. 8(5) that 
the 8BBEIS8Dlf3Dt of wages formed one of the well-recognised duties of the JIlSt.i.C8I 
of the Peaoe under Henry vn. and Henry VIll. It is therefore evident that the 
&y8&em of a.saessing wages was intended to operate along with the limitations fixing 
a maximum wage. The change introduced by the Elizabethan Act (6 El. 0. 4) was "<' 

&be removal of the opper limit; it did not introdnoe new machinery or impose .. 
neW' duty on the Justices (though it did impose penalties if they "neglected the 
duty) but it removed the old limitation. 80 that they could fi1 wages at as bigb a 
nWl as they thought desirable. See vol. u. p. 88. 

tRot. PGrI. v. 205 (8). .. 

c. a. . 29 
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A.D.1461 heavy ferm they had to pay to the king, and urged that when 
-148.;. it was fixed the town was fully inhabited with merchants, arti

ficers and lay people; in consequence of the statute they could 
not obtain apprentices for different crafts, and could neither 
meet the royal charges, nor serve and please the clergy and 
university that is there'; they claimed to have their ancient 
liberty in the matter, such as the people of London' enjoyed. 
'We are forced to believe that a development of manufacturing 

I was causing a demand for the services of labourers, and that 
the measures which had been intended to pronfute tillage 

: hindered the towns from obtaining the benefit of the in- , l creasing trade. . 
D"",y 0/ 130. The break-up of the manorial system, the decline of 
r-U. tillage and the paucity of agricultural labour' soon came to 

affect the internal communication in the country, and the 
roads and bridges were not properly maintained. There were 
some public-spirited individuals who gave attention to' the 
matter, and a fourteenth century stone bridge was built to 
replace the wooden one at Rochester'; but on the whole it 
seems that care for internal communication diminished with 
the declension of manorial courts, and still more through the 
impoverishment 9f the monasteries which had done much 
for the maintenance of roads. Professor Thorold Rogers has 
connected the complaint of bad roads with their disruption', 
but it may certainly be traced back to the time of their 

..". 15S&.. decline. The monasteries had difficulty in adapting them
selves to the conditions of money economy', and in some cases 

1 llol.. Parl. v. 205 (8). • Under wbote et1atom. they lived. See .herve. p. 224. 
• The care of rosda had f&lleD on &he 'Villain8 u.oder the supeI'1'imon at the 

llanorial Courta. Denton, FijteentA Oeaturg,173. 
t Rochester Bridge .. W88 built ill the time of Richard n. by that gnat 'It'anior 

Sir Robert KnoOyo and Sir JobD de Cobham. The old bridge hacI boon of wood 
aod stood near the cut1e. It eoruristed of Dine piera. The repair of the archee 
,... olIoUed '" dUI ...... people; fa. eumpl&-lhe Archbishop hacI .... of the filth 
and ninth pier. the Bishop of _ of tho 11m, tho king of tho foarlh. 
Gillingham, Bow and other manors and Janda; had the care of the rem&iDing, 
which by their len ..... they ... ere bound io _pan." P_ J .. roq f
Londoa to I"Ie 0/ Wight, J. 79. Catterielr: Bridge. the oootrad for the building' 

. of which still8l1l"riVe8 ...... erected in 1425. Kuna.,.... YorbAire, 828 . 
.. .Agriculture GIld pnu., IV. 114. 217 . 
• The monasteries bad DO capital for &be deYe10pment of indutrial 01' mining 

euterpriae (Saville, in Orford 8tuJiu, J. 124" and they bargained &0 obtain pBJ'# 

menta in kind from l.eaaebold~ 011 the domain lands, &va after the C'WIwm&1"7 
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their resources were dissipated through the bad management A.D. 1461 , 

of an abbot', and many of them were much impoverished at :;~~. 
the time of the dissolution. The roads suffered, because the 
institutions which had been accustomed to do repairs lost 
their resources, and no· one else had sufficient public spirit· 
to take up the matter in earnest. There were OCC8.jIional 
benefactions for the purpose; a London alderman left for 
.' the repair of the highway without Bishopsgate 5 marks 
and .for the highway without Aldgate 100 shillings'," In '-D. 1469. 

Reformatidb tinres the Bishops regularly enquired at their 
visitations as to the manner in which such bequests had been 
expended'. But when a great town like London was 
dependent for repairs of the reading highways on private 
munificence', . we can easily guess how much the· rural 
districts were neglected in such hard times. 

The bad condition of the roads must have reacted on the D=y 01 

internal trade of the country, and was alleged as a reason for I ..... · 
the decay of some of the fairs. In 1391 the bUrgesses of 
Cambridge complained that on account of the mire on "the 
king's highway, men withdJ:ew themselves and their mer
chandise from Reach Fair', There were also other causes at 
work which "brought about the decline of fairs; a large 
number of grsnts for lIew fairs' were given in the fifteenth 
century, and the competition of these new centres must have 
affected the prosperity of the old centres of trade. Thus a 
fair was.set up at Bristol, and this interfered with the trade 
in· cloth which had been previously done in the fair at Bath', 

serviooa had been commuted for mc:lDey (Ibid. 164). A supply ohorn. rather than or 
money to buy eorn, W88 also preferable in Elizabeth's timofor the maintenance of the 
Oxford &Wl Cawhl'idge Colleges. 18 El. G\ 6. Xenuett, P4rocllial.4.ntiguititl, 600. 

I S. Mary'., Alcester, Rot. Pan. v. 206 (6) j s.A.ndrew'a, Northampton, Bot. P,,-l. 
VI. 434 (85). Bath, Leadam,Be.kcl OQ,IJujrom the 8t4r Cluunher,lx.uii. 

s Orridge. IlluatTatiotJ 01 Jad Ow'. Ihbtllioa, 8. ' Denton, 176 . 
• Simil.&rly the town of Bristol could not repair the atreeta, not for lack of 

money 80 much u because they had not U1e necessary powers. Bot. Parl. VL 

890 (9). • Cooper, 4....u., 1891, p. 189, 
, A. Law. TOfilm Life ill ECOtIOfIIio &vktD. IV. 885; an article to which I am. 

indebted for Beveral references. TheBe new fairS might be convenient for the sale 
of country produce. 88 are the Dumerous fairs in Ireland now i when trade was so 
much diatribut.cd, no one mart would be important enough to attract aliena. 

7 Bot. Par" II. 847 (141). Compare the decay of the weeki)" market at Rich· 
mond (14S8) through the establishment of markets at MBSbam., Bedale, and 
Middleham. G. B. de S. N. Plantagenet.Barrison, Yoriuhire, 1. p. 88. 
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It is possible that at a time when social disturbance was rife, 
the Government looked with some suspicion on these great 
gatherings of people, who could not be effectively controlled. 
In 1394 the king commanded the sheriffs to attend Barnwell 
fair in person, and to make proclamation against any illicit 
convepticles or congregations, secret or open, which might 
lead to a breach of the peace'. Whatever the causes may 
have been which co-operated to produce this result, there 
can be no doubt that the great fairs. which had attr'ICted 
merchants from all parts of Europe. were declitfing in im-
portance. . 

The fairs of S. Botolph at Boston and of S. Giles ab 
Winchester had been two of the principal events of the com
mercial year in 1327'. when the skinners of London obtained 
a right of search with regard to the sale of furs throughout 
the kingdom. It had heen the custom in London to put off 
the Husting at the time of Boston fair; but in 1416 it was 
alleged that· the holding of the fair had entirely ceased for 
many years, and that there was therefore no excuse for inter
Tupting the usual. course of legal business in London ': S. 
Giles's fair' was also greatly reduced in 1471'; and a statute 
of 1478 seems to show that the evil was general, and thab 
trade no longer centred at, these great annual marts. The 
courts of Pie powder were, like all other local jurisdictions, 
working badly. Complaint was made that the stewards and 
ba~liffs were inclined to take cognisance of matters over 
which they had no jurisdiction, and to misuse their powers 
for th~ private. advantage of their frien4s; these malpractices 
were said to be the reason of the decline of some of the 
fairs' . 

. The restrictions on town trade which had been imposed 

, Cooper. A....z..l6. In the xvmt.h co.lmy Kay Fair .. u complained of .. 
a centre of disorder; and Bartltolomsw li'air was limited on &he aame groundt. 

lluutnu lor ",",,,.;.,g lA_ '''''1'/ .... ioo BrotH. FkU (1709~ 
I Riley, JitlllOr'ial6, 154... • Ibid. 661. 
4 For • brief period after 1456, in consequence of diaturbaneee in London. lb. 

Itali.&n merchant. coued 10 frequenl t.ha& city. ODd _ 10 Sou.bamplon and 
Wincb_ ins>ead. 1Utehin, Wi"",_ (HiBIoric T ..... ). 176. • 

a Kit.chiD, OUrter /07' 8. f'liI,U.lfai,. iII WiaeAuter' Oallwlrol RUQrtU. p. 23 . 
• 11 Ed. IV. 0. ~ The fair was leu frequented. IKt &he LordI Joec the ton. and 

the public were DOt &0 well served with goOOl. 1 B. m Co 6. 
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in the interest of the fairs had been grievances of ·long A.D. 1461. 

standing'; and it might have been supposed that the decline -1485. 

of the fairs would react favourably upon the prosperity of 9 .... "l'~d 
the towns. That this occurred to some extent is likely ::;:::":;,,h. 
enough, but there is no reason to believe that the business ::'I.i' 
which had been done at a provincial fair was transferred to "'''''' •. 
a neighbouring town. It is more probable that the decline 
of provincial fairs favoured the development of London, and 
~ibly o.f some other centres of trade. The aliens who had 
frequented S, GiJes's fair did not transfer their business to 
Winchester; and in the time of Edward IV, the men of the 
Hause withdrew from Boston'. It is probable that the towns 
had gained from the concourse of people in t~eir neighbourhood 
much more than they lost from restrictions on their ordinary 
business, and that the decline of the faUs reacted prejudicially 
on the prosperity of provincial towns. Despite the wealth 
and' extravagance of the capitalist class in many places. the 
fifteenth century towns were in a miserable plight; several 
of them had failed to recover from the ravages of the Black 

'Death. This seems to have been true of Richmond in "D. 1438. 

YorkshireB, while the case of Bristol is still more striking; 
as the port where the most enterprising merchants fitted 
their ships for foreign trade. and a convenient centre for the 
prod~cts of West of England looms. Bristol had every chance 
of growing rapidly; and yet even in this case, a century 
seems to have elapsed befure it recovered from the blow 
which had been inflicted by the Black Death'. We cannot' 
be surprised that in·other parts of England, where there wail 
less opportunity for foreign ,commerce, less development of 
weaving, and more disturbance from the Wars of the Roses', 
the revival should be delayed still longer. 

The administration of town affairs appears to have been ~='" 
gradually concentmted in tbe bands of those who were best ch""IJ'" 

fitted to exercise it efficiently'. This change was the natural • 

1 Kitchin. Charter for 8. G\lu', Fair, p. 17. See a.bove, p. lSI. 
s Leland, Itin. VJL 146. • Plantagenet-Barrison, Yorl:.tAire, L p. 88. 
t geyer. BrVWl, D. 1". 
I The local feuds bet.ween the Berkeleys and their rivals were of sut1lcient im.. 

llOrtance to cause serious dlst11l'bance to industry and trade. Seyer, BrUtal, II. 
198.' a Bateson, ~Ct6ter Recordl, D.liv. 
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~r.;J~l outcome of the couditions which have already been sketched 
with regard to the distrihution of wealth;' for it too was con
centrated in a few hands and places. An almost uninterrupted 
wail of complaint rises from town after town; they professed 
themselves unable to pay their shares of the tenths and 
fifteenths. Such grumbling uright not perhaps be in itself 
conclusive--the more important fact remains that very 
large remissions were actually granted; one parliament after 
another evidently believed that the complaints :rere iren 

~ grounded and that the burgesses could, not pay. Hard 
dc..u... pressed as the parliaments were to find money, they were 
;;:;:!th forced to make special exemptions in some of the votes under 
Qu ........ Henry VL The tenths and fifteenths were still assessed on 
£4000. the basis of 13M; and in 1433 parliament allowed a re-

mission of .£4000 in voting a fifteenth and tenth, • in release 
and discharge of the poor towns, cities and burghs, desolate, 
wasted or destroyed, or over greatly impoverished or e1se to 
the said tax greatly overcharged"; Great Yannouth and 
Lincoln are specified for particular exemption". £6000 ....... 
also remitted on the fifteenth and tenth and hslf fifteenth 
and tenth voted in 1439", when Lincoln, Elm, Wisbeeh, 
Leverington, Newton S. Giles and Tidd S. Giles in Cam
bridge, and Andover and Alresford in Hampshire are parti
cularised for reliel In 1 M2 the remission is at the same 
mte on the eum granted; hut Lincoln is to be entirely 
exempt, Cheltenham, Alresford, Andover, Headington in 

• Oxfurdsbire and Scarborough are to pay hal( and Great 

S .After tbe peaaaIIf reYOI& ........... eaaIIIt ,. ........ pvape 01 _ ... 
-taaaed ia tile 1IIidd ,. enry town who,were .... od rn.. &be cirie life 4 die ·_ .... ____ ol __ -... .. lIIoprmlopd_ • ___ lIIottigDityol ______ ~ 

-ia -me.-prioo. The ......... ,..ty odoIed to &heir ..-__ 

·ar podIof'O ..... ol -..w.;,....p "bay Il1o ~ wIIiIo Il1o 
·_iDlIIe_ ... _ .... bopD~eutyiallle-.. 
-Iife,"'-"bylspo--, 1iIl..-.IJlIIooldbalaaoool_iDlIIo · ___ -.IIIe ___ ol._-"ol....,J --... ~--~ .... ~--_ <I. pririIocoi ___ • ___ .... oUjed"""'''' 
·_ .. _tIooy~_IIIo __ IIIo_ol-"',-2loonLifo-Ll9L ___ ~_ ...... __ 

toDBpJ,-&ho&lIIowbolo-,,_ialllo.....,..m,<I. ... _(Ilt.L68) .... ,.;_...t.Iacimc __ ol~_ 

• .,... P .... IY. 415. • IW. .... 6.. 
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Yarmouth three-quarters of their ordinary assessment', In A.D. 1461 

consecutive entries' March 15th and April 9 in 1445 there -1485. 

are grants of half a fifteenth and tenth, and of a whole, and 
a half, fifteenth and tenth; in' t».e former the remissiona 
were similar to those of 1442, but by the latter £9000 was £6000 • 

• remitted. In 1449 there was a remission of £3000 on the 
half tenth and half fifteenth granted, Great Yarmouth being 
named for relief'; in 1453 the remission was at the same 
rate, £6000, on one fifteenth and tenth, and Lincoln and 
Great Yannouth were entirely relieved', The same towns 
were again allowed to go· free when .£31,000 was given to 
Edward IV. in 1465, though he endeavoured to get payment 
of the £6000 which had been remitted of the la.qt grant of a 
fifteenth and, tenth', In 1472 there is the same remission, 
New Shoreham and Cambridge coming in for the boon as • 
weIl as Great Yarmouth and Lincoln", 

There is no reason to look far afield for the causes of this (J ... u of • 

general distress; the strain of the long-continued French a".y. 
War imposed a heavy burden, and the disturhances arising 
from the 'WarB of the Roses caused terrible misery. It is 
the fashion to regard this struggle as a sort of tournament in 
which the nobles and their retainers took part, while the 
routine of ordinary life went on with little interruption. 
A very different picture is given us by the contemporary 
chronicler, who had seen the wretched fugitives seeking 
refuge in the fens from the ravages of the northern army, 
Peterborough, Cambridge and Boston were burnt, and Stam-
ford suffered so severely that it never recovered its former 
prosperity'. The soldiers who fought in these battles must 
have obtsined supplies somehow, and it is ouly likely that 

,they laid hands on any cattle they found, and left the 
peasantry without any means of cultivating the land', The 

1 Rot. Parl. v. 87. I Ibid. v. 68, 69. 
a Ibid. v. 142. 41 Ibid. v. 228 . 
• Ibid. T. 497. • Ibid. VI. 40. 
, Peck, Stamford, bk. nr. p. 68. 
I I am indebted to Hr Leadam for one Instance of the kind at AbWots Ripton 

in Huntingdonehire. "And further examined aaithe that he hathe bard bys father 
aye, that before the batayle whiche was callyd Ester daye Fe1d. aU the tenauntea 
of Abbotles Rypto ...... Cople holdero 8& held of Ihe Abbot of Ramsey. And Ibe 
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• 
~f4s1~61 very defences which the towns erected for their own protection 

were terribly costly; the burgesses at Coventry appear to 
have found great difficulty in erecting and repairing their 

· wall'. In some other ~es special reasons are alleged for 
6.D.1421. the poverty of a town, At New Shoreham the heavy pressure 

of taxation is assigned as the chief cause of decline from 500, 
to 36 residents, though it had also suffered from incursions 

B",. from the sea'. Rottingdean suffered from the sea, but it 
had also been burned by the French, and tbe heavy as8ess-

War. ment forced the inhabitants to withdraw', Tte port of 
Yarmouth was stopped up, so that ships could not enter'. ' 

6.».1407. Lynn had been attacked by the French', so had Melcombe'; 
PUlil ..... Tnlro had also suffered thus, as well as from pestilence'. 

· Of the others mentioned, it may well have been the case that 
• the Cambridgeshire towns had been attacked by enemies; 

while Lincom had probably been injured by the competition 
of Boston. It is obvious that whenever a town was tem
porarily injured from any accidental circumstance, the neces-

T.......... sary contributions for the ferms would fall very heavil, on 
those who were left, and that the temptation to migrate from 
corporate towns must have been strong. We may see in the 
present day how high rates drive inhabitants outside the 
municipal boundaries to build large houses in the suburbs, 
and even affect great business concerns; the Great Eastern 
Railway is said to have saved in rates by moving their 
continental traffic from Harwich to Parkeston. The real 
extent of the decay, and the position and character of the 
places which escaped, could only be clearly understood by 
the investigation of the history of many localities separately. 

Nortben ~en laye there 80 100g before the Felde was Fowghte that they
lmpoveryshed the """' .... ey. ADd the lenaunta were fayue 10 fold OJ> Iheyre . 
Copy. hold .. , for thai they ..... DOt hable 10 Bepa". th.,m. ADd the» eeme 
other tenaunt.es and occopyed theym .. tenanntea at wyll and they had the Ren&e8 
Abatyd." a""" 0/ Bequu« MBB., Hunlo' Calendar, Bundl. 7, No. 10, m. 8. 

1 nu-. .... 0/ 0_ w.ol, p. 18, L 83 "
!II l.'ot. ParT. IV. 169. 
• Ibid. m. 620. 
• IbidA:o.. 638. 

• Ibid, JV. 160. 
I Ibid. m. 640. 
t Ibid. m. GaB. 
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4,.1).1377 
-1486. 

131. The fifteenth century and the first half of the P .... ty 0' 
sixteenth may he regarded as a period of transition" from litera<uT .. 

medireval to modern society; many of the changes which took 
place under the Lancastrians and Yorkists went on with 
grefltly accelerated rapidity under the Tudor kings. It is 
al ways ex;eedingly difficult to mark with any precision 'the 
point which the tide of progress had reached at-any particular 
date; but this difficulty is really insurmountable in the 
present case, from the meagreness of the ecOnomic literatnre . 
with which we have to deal In the Libelle of English Polycye 
we have one invaluable storehouse of information, and the • 
preambles of Statutes and Rolls of Parliament have much 
to say on particular points; but there was little if any 
attempt to expound the old principles afresh, and till the 
invention of printing there was no facility for the publication 
of pamphlets discussing current topics. But though we 
cannot mark how far the change had gone at the time of 
the battle of Bosworth, we may try and Bet in clear light the ,"".1485. 

real character of the movement which was taking place. We 
can most easily specify the phase of development on which 
Ji:ngland had entered in the fifteenth century by noticing 
some of the habits which were being discarded. 

In preceding sections the characteristics of what is oom- Natural 

monly called a system of natural economy have been pointed !;::.~. 
out'. There may be plenty of production from the Boil, and 
a considerable development of industry, but trade does Bot 
advance very far, unless there is a recognised medium of 
exchange in some form of money.. Money facilitates trade of 
every kind, since it renders bargaining easier and more accu-
rate, and so soon as it is nsed at all it is sure to be gradually 
introduced into all economic relations. At the close of tlrel 
fourteenth century money had come into use in all parts of 
the country for many economic purposes. Comparattvely.' 
few of the obligations of the citizens were discharged in 

1 See above, pp. i2 and 2K. 
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A.D. 1877. person; and their payments to the government were ordi
-1486. narily made, not in food or wool, but in money. The disputes 

about wages after the Black Death, and the act against truck 
in the time of Edward IV. show that the obligations of the • 
emploler to the employed were ordinarily discharged in 
money, or in money with food; while the value of all sorts of 
goods exposed for sale at fairs or markets can be quoted from 
recorded prices in money. Even the relation between land
lord and tenant was commonly expressed in terms ,of mOlley, 
and noted in a rental; though payments in service or in kind 
continued to be the practice on some estates. 

J:."'J". With the partial exception of the payment of rent, how-
_. ever, it may be said that money had come into nse in all 

economic relations; at the time of the Peasants' Revolt it 
offered a mere convenient method of discharging obligations 
and of receiving what was due. But the habitual use of 
money in any department of business prepared the way for a 
further change. At first, the substitution of payments in 
money for payments in kind made no difference in the recog
nised method of calculating the amount that was due; there 
was a customary standard of what was fair which was 
reflected in a customary price. The intervention of money 
brought with it a possibility of close bargaining, of which 
either the buyer or the seller was anxiouS to take advantage. 
There may be great advantages to the community in main
taining a steady range of prices'; but the individual at eaeh 
moment prefers to get the highest and pay the lowest price 
that is possible then and there. It is obvious that in the 
case of any commodity like corn, the plenty of which is 
affected by the seasons, a regulated price would often be 
either higher or lower than a market price; and if it were 

~ enforced, either the buyer or the seller would suffer'. Hence 
;:t~ it follows that so BOOn as the use of money becomes common 
pneu. in any department of economic life, competition prices or 

'. 

rates are likely to take the place of calcnlated or customary 
rates. Customary prices are the money equivalents of pay_. 

• As in the Com Bounty Syslom in the .nmh cenlmy. See .01. D. p. 541. 
t On the break·dgWD of &he Auize of Bread !lee ?OL IL p. s18. 
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ments in kind; they are the expression of a natural economy A.D. 1877 

in terms of money; but, as the habit of close bargaining -1~ ••. 
comes to be practised in one direction after another, these 

'customary prices give way, and competition comes to be the 
means of determining price. 

In the fifteenth century the use of money had become 2'ratllifion. 

general; the old forms of natural economy were discarded, but 
thongh prices could be quoted in a money form, they were not 
yet determined by monetary considerations pure and simple. 
This seems· to me to be the gist of the confused movements 

• of the time, and to mark the particular step of progress 
which was taken during this period. Old institutions of 
every kind, in town and country, were falling to pieces; new 
attempts were being made to regulate industry and encourage 
commerce-that lies on the surface:and no one can faiT to 
observe it. But the completeness of the change cannot be 
satisfactorily accounted for nntil we see that the principles on 
which the economic organisation of the middle ages was based 
were being discarded, and that the system which waS rising 
on its ruins was being framed in accordance with entirely 
different ideaS and objects; we shall really get near the root 
of the matter if we contrast the modern and medialval ideas as 
to the principles which determine or should determine prices. 

So long as' each man had a definite place in the social 
group to which he belonged, it was possible to calculate what Ric",,: 

his reasonable wages should be, and thus to estimate reason- ::';'1::' 0/ 
able prices for the commodities he produced. Even in aPticles 
like bread and beer, which were closely dependent on the 
chances of the season, an element of reasonable calculation 
and regulation could be introduced; but the competition 
of aliens in the fifteenth century, and of unfree craftsmen 
in the sixteenth, rendered it a matter of increasing difficulty 
to secure these calculated prices, and the organisations which' 
had assessed them were falling into disrepute and decay. 
The gradusl subdivision of employments and the appearance\ 
of intermediaries rendered it more and more difficult to name \ 
a price that shDuld be precisely just-as bad been attempted, • 
in bygone days-and competition 'prices, from their greater 
convenience, came slowly into vogue. 
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. It is of course possible to argue that the price which is 
reached -by mere competition is the just price there and then'; 
it gives a rough and ready way of measuring what is due to 
the seller, by showing what buyers are willing to give for 
the right to use these wares. It. certainly is true that in a 
large market, where there are many buyers and many sellers, 
one effect of competition. is to give a uniform and therefore a 
fair price all round; but the results are not so satisfactory 
when prices are determined by mere competition, alth"ugh 
there happens to be little competing. Som~times the 
physical conditions are not present which render it possible· 
for many buyers and sellers to meet; at such times the price 
of the commodity is really settled by. a bargain in which one 
party can take the full advantage of some accidental circum
stance which gives him an advantage in haggling. This was 
the very thing which medireval regulation had been intended 
to prevent, as any attempt to make gain out of the necessities 

~
f others, or to reap profit from unlooked for occurrences would 

have been condemned a.q extortion. It is by taking advantage 
f such fluctuations that money is most frequently made" in 

modern times; but the whole scheme of commereial life in the 
::f,r:: middle ages was supposed to allow of a regular profit on each 

transaction. Traders did not flood a market with goods so 
as to force a sale; but they ~tinted the export in tbe hopes 

'. of getting 1\ good price and a clear profit on all the transac
tions; and all the industrial and commercial institntions of 
the fifteenth century-craft gilds, merchant companies. or 
'Flanders fleets '-were engaged in regulating indnstry and 
commerce so that there was comparatively little "room for 
flnctuations. As all these institutions decayed a great oppor
tunity WIIB given for eilterprise aJlli business Capacity; tbere 
were henceforward fi~Ids....i"""",wf,ich the active man could 

. pnsh forward and the man of capacity could speculate witb 
success, and thus tbe breaking down of tbe old system 
gave scope for an extraordinary development 'Of industry 
and trading. The spirit of enterprise which had been 

• checked before was at last left free to assert i"",,11: 

1 Medina, De rtitu rutitfUffdu. Scaccia, Trad. d4 COJUItTc. p. 120, II. Gbo. 
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In our o ... n modern days then we take for granted the A.D. ~S77 

existence of continual' fluctuations in price .asmedia:val -;;o~~8:i 
so:iety did not do; b~t we also approach all questions about ;,:;o:'~l;'; 
pnces from an OppOSite pole. The older view was that of P';'" 
taking the common estimation of the cost of production, 
while an attempt was made to secure that the articles were 
of good quality and thus likely to meet the needs of the 
purchaser who was willing to .pay the' just' price. But the 
ruling conception, which .has come to the fron,t in modern 
times, is oot the cost of making the article, but its conveniellce 

• and usefulness and desirab:tity when made. One mighj; say 
that in old times utility lietermined whether any exchange 
took place or not, but considerations of fairness regulated 
the terms of ~he exchange.; whereas in modern times it is by 
mere reference to present or future utility', which includes 
the idea of scarcity, that the rate of exchange is agreed on. 
Only on an average and in the long run do competition 
prices represent the cost of production; medireval prices 
were regulated by a consideration of the requirements of 
the producer, modern prices are determined primarily by the 
utility of the wares. 

The difference, which emerges according as we start from 
one principle or the other, comes out most distinctly with 
reference to wages. In the middle ages rea.,onable wages I:ri'i'. 
were taken as a first charge, both by the writers who laid ~:"::~:7:J' 
down the doctrine of just price, and by the gilds which calcu- labour. 

lated 'ont the rates that were to be paid; in modern times 
the reward of the labonrer cannot but fluctuate in connection 
with fluctuatio~ in the utility and market price of the' 

1 The really important cOnsideration in the mind of the seller is the utility of 
the article j its usefulness to him if he r~801ves not to part with it, or its usefulness 
88 a. m~ of procuring other goods at a future time if he defers the sale i he mny 
often part with it for less than the expense of production if he neither wishes to 
1188 it nor sees a chance of getting a better price.' So too the buyer only thinks of 
the usefolness.of.the-article.to·bimj he will DOt pay more for &on,. piece of goods 
than will suffice to get him 80mething else that serves his turn as well; the 
expense of prOduction is nothing to ~, the utility of the article is all he cares 
about. 

10 a,la:fge market this is disguised; the price to all is that which is expected to , 
tempt j1l8i 80 maDY buyers to come forward, that all the stock offered may b~ 
sold; the price which all pay accords with the·usefuIness-of·the·artic1e to the 16481;:\ 
BUD-OUB buyer who actually buys iL 
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~P.;J~77 things. There always must he a connection between wages 
and prices, but in the olden times wages were the first charge, 
and prices, on the whole, depended on them, while in modem 
timeS wages are, on the other hand, directly affected by prices. 

Something' similar may be noticed in regard to pay
ments made to landlords; a fertile estate would have yielded 
but little annual income, unless the necessary labour was =.'.9. attached to it. The peasant's ~hare of taxation, paid through 
the landlords, was probably the original element in rent; 
and so far 'as the copyholders were concerned, ,their quit 
rcn~ had direct reference to t1:e personal predial services 
of which they were quit, and thE( fines marked their entry 
on a definite personal relationship with the lord, in which 
mutual obligations were implied., But in letting land on 
lease, account had to be taken of the character and worth of 
the land and of the possihilities of working it at a p.:o6t, and 
rent in its modern form, as the surplus which goes to the 
landlord after outlay has been defrayed, came into vogue. 

The rent to be paid on this basis could best be settled by 
competition and not by assessment. Immediately after the 
Black Death, there seems to have been a keen competition 
for holdings, and rents were high '; but during the fifteenth 
century generally, the landlords who desired to keep up the 
effective force of their tenantry seem to have had difficulty 
in getting offers from substantial men', and the rent of 
arable land ranged low. Hence the price which could be 

)obtained for wool, opened up possibilities of gain of which 
jIandlords in many districts were ready to avail themselves. 
Land was diverted from a less profitable to a more 
profitable nse and sheep runs took, the place of cultivated 
farms. We read complaints of reckless evictions and de
population; but it does not appear that rents rose on the 
land which continued to be used for tillage. to the 
sixteenth century, however, the effects of bargaining began 

\

to be felt; landlords began to demand from the arable farmer 
a payment which should be equivalent to the utility of the 

1 In the lack of detailrd eTidence the Norfolk manor which baa heeD carefully 
• invutiga&erl ia tabn 118 typical Davenport, NoifoU JiaJtOr. 18. 

S Frequent remiasiona of rent an oot.ieeable ill manorial recorda in the foar· 
t«nlb oentory, e.g_ at; Prestob in Kent OD &OCOODt 01 the mildew 00 "bt:at. c.mb. 
'Dniv. Lib. Dd. ID... 63 f. 141. .Also OIl account of a murrain.. Thid. 1.1a. 
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land if employed for pasture'. Here once more, consideratio~ A.D. 1S77 

of the persona.! condition of the .tenant falls into the back- -1486. 

ground, and attention is fixed on the utility and worth of the 
holding under a system of competition rents. 

In the Bame sort of way the old objection to usury broke u."",. 
down because men came to look at the matter in a new way. 
In the middle ages attention had been riveted on the persona.! 
needs of the borrower, and public opinion condemned those 
who took advantage of his folly or his necessity; but in the 
fifte~nth c&ntury men were awaking to the use which might 

, be made of their stOred-u Ii wealth for industrial as well as 
commercia.! purposes, and the formation of 'capital' waS be
ginning>. Of course every craftsman must have had his stock 
in trade of materials and tools as well as food and clothes; he 
must have had the means of waiting till his work was • 
completed as well as the means of working. But by capital (Japilal. 

we habitually mean far more than this: we mean a store of 
wealth which can be directed into new and more profitable 
channels as occasion arises. Stock in trade is fixed and 
cannot be readily diverted from one channel of production to 
another; capital is to some extent fluid-always being 
consumed and replaced, and so far changing ita form that it is 
capable of transfer from one kind of production to another. 
The moneyed meri of the fourteenth century had demonstrated 
the power of capita.! by their operations in commerce and to 
some extent in industry, and the formation of capital became an 
object of ambition. A man who had some success in his calling 
and began to gather wealth would not necessarily increase 
his own stock in trade, and he could hardly be contented to 
hoard his money; he tried to embark in .my profitable in
vestment; it seems that there were such opportunities for 
the profitable use of money at the close of the fifteenth and 
beginning of the sixteenth centuries, that money was not so 
much hoarded-perhaps even that hoards were broken up'-

1 This was a matter of common complaint eUly in the sixteenth century (below, 
p. (26). but Thorold Boge1'6 contends that there was no real. only a nominal, rise 
of rents untU the time of Elizabeth. Anritmlture and PrieM, IV. 185, '160. 

, For au investigation of the eouditions and effects of the introduction of 
Cnpi.tal in the later middle ages, 800 Sammut, Dt.r mfUUr'1'18 Capitalismw, r. 898. 

a .. He (Enterprise) will promise you &0 wante noe treasour.-· The mercbnnts, 
the lIarmouro, the gl'asiers that be rich, into this market will bring their bugs that 
they have kept BOO long. And 88 f01' the widows and the WJ'ves also ther will 
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A.D.1877 and that the coinage circulated more rapidly. Such in
-B86. vestors, dealing as they did for the most part with pr08perous 

city men, felt no call to co~ider the personal condition of the 
borrower, as long as the security was good; for he seemed well 
able to look after hinlself. The one important point on which 
they insisted was that their wealth was of uoe in industfY or 
commerce, and that they could be paid by men who wished 
to have it to use. 

lI«;al 132. Medilllval economy with its constant regard to the 
.-""e.\" relations 0/ perstm8 was giving place to moderJI. economy 

I which treats the exchange 0/ things as fundamental; and 
'I this· has introduced an extraordinary simplification in the 

structure of society; the whole of the complicated industrial 
organisations of the middle ages have passed away, and the 
strong espri.t-de-curps, which gave so much healthy life in 
many cities', has aJso disappeared. Economically we have 
only three broad divisions in society, for men arrange them
selves according to the things they own and exchange; they 
may exchange their labour for wages, or they may exchange 
the use of their capital for interest, or they may exchange the 
use of their laud· for rent. In modem societies Labourers, 
Capitalists and Landlords are the three classes which group 
themselves ronnd the possession of the power to labour, 
the possession of wealth and the p'.ssession of land. This 
is the social structure we habitnally assume, but it is 
strangely unlike the municipal and manorial life it has 
superseded. 

!:.t'Z:" The change which has so altered the structure of society 
has also affected the individuals who compose it; the old 
burgess society has donbtless been idealised.to an absurd ex
tent; but it had this striking characteristic, that tbe ordinary 
object of ambition was not so much that of rising out of one's 
grade, but of standing well in that grade; the citizen did not 
aim at being a knight, but at being warden and master of his 
gild, or alderman and mayor of his town. For good or for evil 
we have but little sympathy with these humble ambitions; 

"'....- _ r..r-. [chestoJ ODd \heir kDoIWd doaleo 10 IIIe lui peDDlli1q "'" 
6u .... • Dudley. Troo of C_........LtA. 6L 

, ]I;ehl. .O..U. ... .Ar6eic. 23. 
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everyone desires to rise in the world himself; a.nd the phila.n- A.D. ~S1'1 
thropic construct social ladders by which the IlOOrest child -1485. 

may climb to the highest rank, as was done by ecclesiastics in 
the middle ages. And with this changeq socIa.! structure, and 
changed social ambition, money has come to have a new im
porta.nce for the individual who possesses it. In the older days 
coinage had given a unit for the comparison of one kind of 
wares with a.nother; but it was not a.n object which men were 
likely to seek after, except in so far as they desired to la.y by for 
a rainy.da..l'. If they had la.rge sums at comma.nd they could 

• not invest them; and,"" far as the greater part of the population 
were concerned. their food and clothing were practically deter
mined by their status in the socia.! system. So long as prices 
were arranged. by calculation, there must have been compara.
tively·little variation in the real reward which a man got for 
his labour; a.nd while payments were partly made in kind, 
attention was not directed forcibly to money as a purcbasing 
power. But with competition prices all this. cbanged; the 
amount of comforts a man could procure no longer depended 
on the regulations of his gild, bu t on the purchasing power 
of the mouey he obtained by the sale of his w!'J'es. Statesmen 
aimed at something more than regulating the coinage so 
as to have a definite unit for the comparison of wares; money 
had come to be a thing for which everyoue sought, not exactly 
for its owu sake, but because of its purc"lla$i"fl pfmJer; it was 
!' convenieut representative of all ~ther objects of wealth, and, 
as such, a thing of which each man desired to have as much 
as possible'. From this time forward the desire of wealth,as Th, d,si,. 
the means of gratifyiiig the desire of social distinction and all ofw'.w~ 
else, became a much more important factor in ~conomic 
affairs than it had beeu before. /'\ 

133. These changes had a very important bearing on all MOra~) 
questions of epmmercial morality; so long as economic deal-
ings were based on a system of personal relationships they all 
had an implied moral character. To supply a bad article was 
morally wrong, to demand excessive payment for goods or for 
labour was extortion, and the right or wrong of every trans-
action was easily. understood; but when' all dealings are 

1 Bo.tzinger, Voll.:.rwirt1uchaft.296. 

C. H. 30 
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~f4s~~77 considered as so many instances of exchange in an open 
market, the Case is different. No compulsion was put upon 
either party to the exchange; and if either of them came 
badly oW,it might be regarded as his fault or his misfortune; 
but it was not always easy to say that the other party to the 
transaction was to blame. In every case of exchange one 
party has an advantage; he may have superior knowledge, or 
he may·be less anxious to come to terms, and he can therefore 

b~::'g afford to wait; in either case he is able to drive the b~tter 
bargain. There are extreme limits which define w"nether any 
transaction shall take place or no; and though the advantage , 
which aocrues within these limits is not often equally divided, 
there is no apparent moral wrong in taking full advantage of 
the power of' driving a good bargain under conditions of free 
competition. In many Cases the weaker has gone to the 
wall; and some writers have even formulated an iron law of 
wages which states the existence of an irresistible tendency 
on the part of the employer to drive down the labourer • 

• Though this appears to be a decided overstatement, the 
fact remains that there is really no means of applying moral 
jndgments to economic affairs at present; 'supplyand demand' 
are taken as ultimate; and so long as. transactions are above
board imd in .accordance with market rates, the ordinary 
modern "';nscience is unable to go behind these circum
stances and discuss how far they are right or wrong. 

TM. gild, Once again the existence of the gild system demonstrates 
~ how much medireval and modern feeling differ in this matter; 
jorvmmg. it is often spoken of as a police system, and it was a police 

system because it served the purpose ~f bringing home the 
responsibility for every mischief and scandal to some olle or 
other. The city authorities looked to the wardens of each 
craft to keep the men under theu charge in order; and th us 
for every public scandal, or underhn.nd attempt to cheat, some 
one was responsible, and the responsibility could generally 
speaking be brought home to the right person.' In the great 
sociat difficulties of modern times all this is altered; all 
deplore the evils of the Bweating system, but the blame 
cannot be brought home. Thought and opinion on economic 
subjects do not now attempt to offer decided moral judgments. 
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Political Economy explains what tends to happen, but declines A.D. 1ST1 

to decide what ought to be done at any juucture ; it professes -1485. 

to be non-moral. ADd heuce modern ways of thinking about 
business transactions were very· shocking to the ordinary 
conScience when they were fust propounded. The intmorality 
of rent enhancers' and others, who only thought of their own 
private gain, was a favourite topic for preachem in Reforma-
tion times; though their language has been re-echoed during 
recent agitations, the ordinary modern reader is out of sym-
pathy wiill their denunciations of ma.ny practices which he 
takes as a mere matter of course. 

l:l4. While the structure of society was being recast, Nari<nlal 

and the recognised principles of economic morality were only"""" 
derided, there se,med to be complete moral chaos; but tltere 
was one factor which was strong enough to reduce the • 
anarchy to order again; men were forced in their dealings 
to have a due regard to the power of the state; this is the 
central idea in the commercial systems of the Reformation 
and post-Reformation periods. 

In the fifteenth eentory this principle was consciously at .... 
taken into account, and it operated to restrict action which ~ri':;f .. 
seemed to be. fraught with danger.· Naval power was 
affected by the use of foreign shipping,and native vessels 
were preferred; so too, t'!.e export of bullion .was prohibited 
as it led to the impoverishment of the realm. Any importa-
tiou which interfered with the employment of the people, 
the woolgrowiug and cloth making which threatened the food 
supply, and the unthrifty games which interfered with their 
military training, were all authoritatively checked; but as 
time passed on, the desire of. advancing the national power 
<:ame to be much more effective; it was the ruling ambition, 
and the whole commercial and agricultw-al system was formed 

1 U You landlords. you rent niBers" I ma,. la1 you step.lords, you 1lIlIlaturai 
loJdB, you have for your possessions yearly too much. For &hat here before wen' 
for twenty or forty pounds by year (which is an hones' por&iou. \0 be bad grat.ia in 
-one lordship of UlOther man'. aweate and labour) now is let for fifty or • hUDdred 
pounds a year. II Latimer', 8U'f1Um8 (parker Society). p. 99. U Let these terrilJle 
examples BUftioe u &his present &0 teach and admoDi.8h the enhancer of rents.· 
Ibid. JL 109. See ahto Thom.as Becon., Cal4CAu.. &0. (Parker Socie&y). 599. 

For aimllar expressions of opinion by GermaD refo.rm.ers see Sehm.oller in 
2titatirij'jU.r!JUGfll_ Sf4ll~oft. xu t6L 

30-2 
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~P.-..l":n on this basi.. As. this principle was more definitely thought 
out it became, not a restrictive and limiting, but a construc
tive force, and under its guidance commercial enterprise and 
industrial skill were stimulated, while they were combined 
into a great national economic system. • 

"',!".;dpol National ambition conld hardly come to be the guiding 
;:,':/.~;;.:,. principle in industry and commerce, while municipal life was 

at its best; the enthusiasm of the medireval merchant did 
not go far beyond the advance of his own town in wealth and 
diguity. Under this limited impulse the Italian. cities 'at
tained a high degree of wealth and power, and the monuments 
of their medireval splendour are still a glory to the world'. In 
England this feeling was less potent than elsewhere; the work 
of William L and Edward L had laid the foundations of a 
tru; national life ; even in England, however, the great centres 
of wealth were municipal in their feeling and amhitions, ab 
all events' in the fourteenth century. But the decay of 
municipal institutions, in the fifteenth century, must have 
done much to check this ancient spirit, and to sap the 
old burgess ambitions; while the long war with France called 
forth a new sense of national unity', and a pride in England 
as a country. Thill is strongly reflected in the literature of 

fie the time, especially in that curious work the DebaJe of 1M 
nerola.. Heralds' which, fashioned as it '!Pparently was on a real 

incident', puts before us the points of which the English were 
wont to boast'. The claim that tbey were "more richly and 
amply provided with ships than any other nation of Christen
dom ~ was 'one plain lie to begin with"; the French Herald 

1 The enthusiasm for their city .... perbape etrooger ill Veoiee thu ~ 
(Olipham, Jlohr. of Y ...... c. 1), though the jealouq 01 other I&aIiaa eiDa .... 
'elt in each of tbem.. • 

!I The Kettban& A.dventmen aDd aome al &beotber fitteenSh ceuhuy eompunea 
though ehie1ly....",.,... 01 Lcmdouera ....... noD1118tioDa1 _......... 0..-. 
G.ld Jlerdaat, L 15L 

/'" ' On the growth 01 DIItioDaliIiea iD Europe at lIDo limo _ R. Pauli,B.......m..,. 
./ hi HtJu:i.de Gudric4tAldtt. (1874), p. 78-

• Written by Charlea. Duke at. Odeaus, 14.58-146L 
• The diopule •• the CGJmcil 01 c.m.ta-e iD 1416 _ to wbeth<o Eoctand 

BhouId t ..... • _ uaiiorL P7Do. E."u-l .. Frau. p. xU. 

• l'7ne, P. 89. • 
7 Aa Sir Thomas .More aid. allllllDll.- .-1ioG, which IIee'IDI &0 haq c.abo iiII 

rue ""'" _ DelIo .... Iha& ............. i2,IlOO por;m.. iD EngIoD4. l'7ao. ap. 
cit.. llrii. DOte. )lore, ~ of &.N. ill. Wo,-.b., p.. '!32. 
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did not contest the point so forcibly as he might have A.D. IS77 

done" though he accused the English of merely using their -1485. 

ships to plunder the commerce of others; the English Herald 
extols the national policy by which the English" cunningly 
withdraw and bring to their own countries the money of the 
neighbouring countries'," and he speaks of the great quantities 
of cloth exposed for sale ·at Calais, and·the number of large 
and populous villages'. Sir John Fortescue's Oommodities of ~·Qd"CIMI. 
England' is a noteworthy contribution to the controversy 
which waJ; written some years earlier; it enumerates the 

• rivers, ha~ellll, and so forth, the "woollen cloth ready made 
at all times to serve the merchants of any two king· • 
doms, Christian or heathen," and lays claim to the greatest 
treasure in the world, that is gold and silver ore, "whereof 
Englishmen bad the worthiest payment passing any land, 
Christian or heathen." But it is against France that he draws 
unfavourable comparisons with most gusto; her havens 
never had any navy of ships and never shall have, but only It 
few ships of war that can do us no harm, while we on the 
other hand cannot do the French much harm, for. they have 
very little maritime trade with other countries. The Libelle of Lib.n. 0/ 
Engli8h Polycye, already quoted, is full of It similar spirit of ~:r:~~~. 
national ambition; and this conscious desire of national power 
was the element that was needed to bring all the isolated 
experiments in mercantile legislation together and form them 
into a 'complete system. Other nations were taking up the 
same ideas, and. Cbarles V. is generally spoken of as the man 
who created this mercantile policy'; but he was certainly 
anticipated by Fernando of Portugal', and, as we have seen, •. ».1867. 

English commerce had long been affected by similar prin. 
ciples. So far as England is concerned and with regard to 

"'l Compare the complaint in parliament in 1444. And also atte that tyme more 
pleiute of Sbyppes and ot)ler Nave in this Reaume of Ingelonde by the half tbaone 
is now, B8 it a.pperith opeyn1y to every man by experience; the which was iD tho 
dnyes gret p1ca11l' to aU estatez and degreez. grete riehesse, and by the myght of 
such Nave gret defence for all this londe, and grete fere to all thl'Lyme that boo 
Ennemyes to this IODd. I RoC, ParI. v. 118. Schanz. I. 868. .. 

\Ii Pyne. p. 67. a Pyne. pp. 61, 62. 
t Tlu tatmb of /Ji,. J. Fortacue, edlt.ed by Lord Clermont, I. 561. 
to Blanqui, Bi,w'!l oj Political Econbm.y, 218. 
II Schanz, i. 858. See also for a later period Heyd. n. 511. 
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~p~~77 her insular position, we may state the main lines of policy 
thus,-to obtain Power, we needed (i) Shipping, (ii) Treasure, 
which came by commerce; while within the realm, we had to 

. attend to (iii) the Food Supply, which gave the means of 
maintaining a vigorous Population. All the galling inter
ferences with pri vate interests which Adam Smitb condemned, 
and which move us to wonder, were directly connected with 
one or other of these objects, and hence had their ultimate 
justification in a desire to promote the power of the nation. 

Pknty Y. When this aim was consciously and persistentl'y pursued 
POU1l!r. as the main end of meWlotiIe regulations there was an entire 

- reversal of the principles which had actuated such a ruler 
as Edward ill.; the first signs of tentative efforts in the 
new direction may be found in the complaints of the Good 
Parliament and the Statutes of Richard II. Edward had legis
lated in the interests of the consumers a:ld with the view of 
providing plenty; the parliamenta of Richard II. took another 
turn, and insisted on introducing conditions which eventually, 
as they were worked out in subsequent centuries, favoured 
the growth of English power. It is only when we cast o:nr 
eyes forward that we see the full importance of the changes 
which were urged in the Good Parliament and carried out in 
Richard's reign, and that they really laid the foundations of 
~he famous mercantile system. 

The encouragement of natives and discouragement of 
foreigners, the development of shipping, and the amassing of 
treasure-these were the three main points of the mercantile 
programme, and they were all deliberately adopted by the 
parliaments of Richard II., who deliberately rejected the 
opposite policy which had been pursued in each of these 
particulars by Edward III. The scheme for commerce which 
they preferred directly favoured the immediate interests of 
English merchants, while it had obviously grown out of the 
antipathy to the upland man and the stranger, which cha.rae
terised the householders of chartered towns. But the rise of 
nationalities an4 the increasing bitterness of national rivalries, 

, the discoveries of the New World and the strnggle for the 
possession of its treasures, brought about, in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, political conditions which were 
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favourable to the detailed development of the mercantile A.D. 1977 

system, though the main lines of it had been laid down long -1485. 
~fum • • 

When Lord Bacon in a well-known passage remarks that 7Vming

Henri VII. bowed the ancient policy of this realm "from potnl •• 

consideration of plenty to considemtion of power'" he calls 
attention to the leading characteristic. of the commercial 
action of the Tudor kings; but it was not they who made 
the, change, it really occurred when the City merchants had 
attained ~ch an influence that they were able to give effect 
to their own ideas. To some extent, plenty is a condition of 
power, and the two policies may have mnch in common; but, 
whereas Edward III. desired to see large cargoes, whoever 
brought them, i.e. plenty, the Ricardian Parliament desired 
to have more English ships, even if the home consumers were 
for a tinle badly supplied with wine. The distinction may 
become clearer for us if we take a modern analogue. It was 
only last century that England discarded the economic policy 
on which the parliament of Richard II. entered, and began 
again to Il.im at plenty instead of power. The corn laws had 
been intended to keep up the home food-supply, and thus to 
give us strength; but parliament repealed them in 1846, with 
the view of making corn more plentiful. The navigation laws 
have disappeared, and intercommunication with all parts of 
the world is unfettered, with the result that the mercantile 
marine of other nations has greatly developed, and that our 
naval supremacy is threatened. While questions of currency, 
and especially those connected with a double standard, are 
'felt to be of overwhelming importance, no se~ons effort is now 
made to amass treasure as a source of political strength. In 
fact, England has reverted to the commercial policy of 
Edward III.; a policy framed in the interest of the consumer, 
but a policy which depended for it.: assured snccess on the 
maintenance of stable political relationship~ with other 
regions. There are great differences of course; the consumers 
of foreign produce in Edward's time were the comfortable 
classes who drank wine, not the masses who needed bread ; 
the area within which the exchange took place was most 

I B&COD, Bi,t. Benry VII.; Wor,u, 'VI.~. 
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limited, now it is .world wide; none the less is it trne that 
Cobden turned the. policy of this realll,! back from considera.
tions of power to considerations of plenty, and that England 
thus returned to a line which bears a closer analogy to the 
policy of Edward III. than it does to the scheme willch had 
been on the whole dominant since his time. 



V. THE TUDORS. 

L PRELIMINARY SURVEY. 

135: THE great discoveries of the last decades of A.D. 1485 

the fifteenth century effected a revolution in the whole ;.;::58. 
trade of the world, for they opened communications : .... reriu 

between the most distant parts, and thus laid the foun-
dations for the great international commel'Ce of present times. 
Medireval, like earlier European trade, 'Centred in the cities 
of the Mediterranean; there were streams of traffic by 
the Russian rivers and the Danube, which led towards the 
Baltic and to South Germany, but the great centres of 
commerce and industry we." on the shores oT the Mediter
ranean; the citizens of Genoaahd Venice were the chief 
agents in carrying on the traffic between East and West. 
But when the Cape of Go<>,<l Hope was successfully rounded ~::.::;."..-) 
by the Portuguese, an entIrely new prospect was opened to .,.ad. ~th 
European traders; they could make their way to. India direct, tho E) .... / 

instead of submitting to the exactions of intermediaries in / 
Alexandria and elsewhere; the great stream of commerce 
between East and West was at once directed from the Levant 
to the Atlantic, and the Portuguese became for a time the 
chief trading people of the world. Partly at all events in the 
hope of sharing in this lucrative trade, Columbus planned 
the voyages which led him to the West India Islands, and 
Cabot found his way to the coast of North America. A little 
later, according to the ordinarily accepted vi~w, a P"rtuguesc 
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A.D.1485 expedition to the East was driven out of its course, and this 
-1558. led to the discovery of Brazil'; and from this time onwards 

Lisbon bore away the palm from the Italian cities and became 
the great commercial depOt for We..tem Europe '. 

¥.;~Lh. Henry VII. was too parsimonious to seize the oppor· 
'tom ..... ". tunitles which were offered him and to take a leading part 

in this age of discovery'; perhaps the English colonial 
empire was all the stronger because it grew so slowly; the 
intmediate effects on English commerce were small,. bu' 
none the less the events of this tinte really fom the grea' 
epoch in English commercial history. Far from the Mediter. • 
Eanean, English mercbants had taken little part in the trade 
of the world; they sold English products and catered for 

'\ English tastes, but they had not had any opportunity of 
• acting as intermediaries and carrying goods to their own 

;depOts to be distributed thence to other nations. From the 
(Tudor tintes onwards English trade assumed this character, 
• ~d with ever~increasing success; in the· present day by far 
the larger part of the trade of the world is carried on in 
English ships, and London is a depOt for the trade of 
all nations. England had only been on a side-eddy before, 
but the discoveries of the fifteenth century placed her on the 
main stream; and though the immediate results were small, 
English enterprise took a new character with most far-reach. 
ing effects. 

B .... ~ The change lies rar deeper than any mere modification of 
ii~" the political life of the country, for it affected the world 

as a whole, and England as one of the family of nations 
arising in Christendom; it is a striking instance of the 
sudden removal of a limit imposed by physical conditions, and 
of the extraordinary advance which enterprise is ready to make 
when thus set free. It has no parallel but in the mechanical 
inventions of the last hundred years; in both cases advancing 
knowledge removed barriers which seemed to be insuperable. 
The limit lay of course, as always, not in any material ohetacle 

1 KrYuleOLlhamhuuguedwilhmacb_lhat Ihia .... \bemoa_1e 
....... w America, ODd _ Brazil .... probobly cUooorered ..,. \be p~ .. 
early .. 14<7. but _1hBy c1id not _ Ihia Hne 01 en&erprloe. ~ J_._lS95 . 

• Heyd, n. 51L • Baoon.lle"'l/ YLL (SpeddiJJg). or. m. 
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which was rem.ved by some physical change, but in the ~~w 
want of that knowledge and skill which at length enabled men 
1;0 grapple with the difficulty and.' overcome it.. There is 
no absolute limit to the ad\1lllce which man may oItimately 
make; though there is in every age a relative limit, not set 
by physical nature, but cone;l)Ouding to the limitations of 
human skill and energy at ~ time. Nor do we sufficiently 
honour the names of those pioneers of inventiou and discovery, 

. whose skill, or patience, or daring enabled them to overleap 
the barrie1s, which rormer geuerations had founu insuperable,-

, and by so domg to break them down 'fur all posterity; the 
name of Columbus is known 1;0 all, but "some there be which 
have no memorial.» Those who deprecate hero-worship no.,.... 
assure us ~t the "spirit of discovery was in the airn and of d"J" 

that Columbus was ooly the ft embodiment of the spirit of • 
his age. n He certainly did not emBody the SJlirit of any 
other ages than his own; if he had done so he would have 
been a Car less important personage for practical life; ooly in 
lit.erary circles is there much interest in such anachronisms. 
His greatuess simply consists in the lid that he did embody 
the spirit of his age, and that throngh his energy, the floating 
specnlatiODS of many took definite shape and were brought to 
a successful issue. 

The revolution which occurred at thi., time was of 'such ~. 
immense importance that it is worth while to indieate :very~
brieRy some of the steps which led up to it.. The travels of 
Sir John Mandeville and the Venetian Marco Polo had aroused 
a great deal of interest, and there was a desire which sur-
vived from the time of the Crusades to break through the ring 
of Mahommedan inRuence' which circnmscribed Christen-
dom on' every hand. Prince Henry the Navigator and his 
captains sncceeded in coasting beyond the region dominsted 
by the Crescent, and past the inhospitable desert of Sahara, 
to the rich territory beyond. The trade on the African 
coast was so profitable as to check the enthusiasm of the 
sailors for further discoveries', though the Prince seems to 
have been eager to press on and f<lrce a route to the East by 
circumnavigating Africa. Others who had been at most pains 

, ~, Priace Hev, tle }'-tnigaIIw.175. > Ibid., !ilL 
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~P5~~85 to enquire about Eastern countries were of opinion that Cathay 
might be approached from the west; the Florentine Paolo 
Toscanelli (born in 1397.) bad drawn a map of the world ill 
which this is suggested, and sent it to Portugal; Columbus 
entered into correspondence with him aud procured a copy of 
his map in 1474', A globe' embodying the same geographical 
views was made in 1492 by" Martin Behaim of Nuremberg, 
He had lived for many years at the Azores and made voyages 
from them; and as Behaim spent the latter part of his lite in" 
·Lisbon, he may have been in communication, with "columbus, 
though there is no proof of any connection, 

The tradition of the success attending the voyages of Pr...... the Norsemen to Vynland must have" been well known to 
.. vau .. · Columbus, as he spent some little time at Bristol, and sailed 

• thence to Iceland'. His residence in that town cannot but 
have stimulated his interest in possible discoveries, as such 
projects seem to have met with much support from the 
merchants there; he may have met the great John 
Cabot-a native of his own town of Genoa, but a Venetijl.n 
citizen-who was to rival his own fame as a discoverer ·of 
America'. There had been previous attempts which had 
ended in fwlure indeed; as in 1291 when the Genoese 
Theodosius Doria and U golino Vivaldo set out with two 
"essels thr'lUgh the Strruts of Gibraltar on a voyage of 
discovery westwards' from which they never returned; and 
agrun in 1480, when two ships' set out from Bristol, in quest 
of the island of Brazil', but after a two months' voyage they 
returned to take shelter in an Irish harbour. -th'.../ 

There were, however, ru,;tinct commercial obiec ; 
rendered the views of Columbus attractive,and whic ~ns,a~ 
the discoverers plenty of support, so soon as it b y h ~ al 
clear that their scheme was at all practica"-b .ne madec ~c 

.oot cases vanclDg 
~'''' be insuperable. 

, Peschel, 6 .. <1,,<1,. du Z.iud'm dq &ud<,,,",,,, .? '.:>~. I bstacl 
• A portion is figured in Mr Yule Oldham'. paper, ,"l, ~ 0 e 

lS95,p.8. <0, %.s:-~ "~b" 
• Peschel, op. clio, 101. • If c." .. 
• F. Y. Bellwald, &""""'" 0./>0., 7. V-ow ana Bol~". '\ ~t ;--..... 

n Helt 124. 9, ....... , 
• Kieooelbach, De. Ga"fldu Wc1,/uJadtb, S08. Boya, IL 141' I " 
e William of Worcester, ItirtUarJJ (Dalla:"ay), 155. $# ; 
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advance of the Turks had seriously interfered with comfdenJ" , 
between East and West. The Venetians were able to maintain ;A, 01<1 

their trading stations in the Bosphorns after the invasion of ::::'S: of 

the Turks, and the Egyptian ronte was still availahle, though <"w,d. 

the Tartars had rendered the northern lin! of traffic impracti-
cable. Not only were Europeans forced within narrower 
limits, bnt their transactions were hampered with very heal"y 
dues. Worse than this was in store for them; in 1471 Kaffa. 
was attacked and 70,000 Christians were carried off as 
slaves; theoislands of the Archipelago and Levant had to be 

, abandoned; nothing was left but the Egyptian trade, and since 
that conld not be regarded as Secure, there was the keenest 
desire on the part 'of;, traders to open up a new commercial • 
route with the East. • 

The Portuguese', who had already establiShed themselves Po'1'<!J'."" 
• in· the Azores and Madeira, were gradually pushing their ,nt.rl'''''' 

discoveries and trade along the coast of Africa, and reached A.frica. 

the Equator in 1481. They were also acquainted with the 
products which came by caravan to Morocco, and in 1445' 
Fetnan:lez was despatched to the desert to make inquiries 
about the trading prospects. Even before this time, however, 
geographers had,. represented Africa as a peninsula, and there 

• i. no doubt that the' Portuguese were really aiming at finding 
a route to India by these expeditions', Another explorer, India. 

Pedro de Covilbam, with Affonso de Payva, was sent out to 
India by the Egyptian route; he visited the Malabar coast, '.D. 1487, 

and the Persian Gulf; returning to Aden, he wrote a full 
account of his journeys to Portugal and gave mtich iJllorma-
tion about the African coast as far south as Madagascar. It 
was plain to hi. mind that ships might find their way past 
Guinea to the east coast of Africa. and to India'; he himself 
stsrted on an expedition to Abyssinia from which he never 

. returned, though his letters bore ont in the most curious way 
the expect!'tions that were raised by tbe success of Diaz 
in rounding the Cape of Good Hope. But it was not till .... 14S7. 

some years later tbat an expedition was. sent out to try the 

• Kiesselbach. SOi. 
I Pescf:1el, Z~taltu tkr EflUkduugm, chapter IlL, especially pp. 71-7B. 
• Heyd .. u. 506. 
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. __ ~ ",,, .. route, and Vasco da Gama anchored with his four .hips 
-155S. lat Calicut in May 1498. From that time onwards King 

Manuel sent out fleet after fleet in rapid succession, impressed 
the native princes with his power, and established strong 

Th' factories for trade. Despite the indignant efforts of tbe 
;:;';7::"" Venetians to use Arabian influence to oust tbe Portuguese 
V_'ia... from the East, they made good their footing; African gold 

and Indian spices were obtained in greater abundance tban 
ever before, ana the Levantine trade with tbe East was 
destroyed'. Tbe greater part of the trade was oorried on in 
royal ships, though tbe king allowed Florentine vessels to. 
accompany them on some occasions; but be deliberately 
planned that the whole trade should. flow through Lisbon, 
and that the munopoly for Indian spices in Europe should be 
in his hands'. A new incentive was now given to the ex
ploring expeditions of other peoples, for they hoped to find 
Ollt some new routes by the west, which might break down 
the Portuguese monopoly, and Englisbmen were specially 
haunted by the ambition of discovering a north-west 
passage. 

136. Before this commercial revolution occurred, industry 
and commerce had been considered almost entirely witq 
reference to the internal condition of the' country; commercial 
policy was affected by the facilities for collecting customs and 
the prospect of increasing them, and by the expectation of • 
providing plenty, or of securing employment for tbe people. 
Local interests had gradually fallen more and more into the 
background, and parliament legislated for the prosperity of 
England as a whole; but at length men came to see that if this 
was to be preserved, they must take-a still wider survey. We 
have already traced tbe growth of tbe idea of a national interest; 
in modem times. this conception has been consciously grasped 
and bas dominated all commercial policy. Our statesmen have 
considered the condition and progreas of England pot by itself, 
but relatively to that of otber nations; what they sought was 
not mere progreas .witbin their own land, for they wisbed to 

J In 1509 peppel' WB8 brought to England in Portogaetle ships. and we were DO 

WDget' dependent 00 the YeuellaD supply_ Herd, Do 5026. 
I He"d, D. 525. . 
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prosper relatively to other nations. They were n~t ...... -- .- J).1485 

aim at maintaining some standard of comfort, they desired to Ii;i;;'M 
exercise an influence upon the peoples of the world. In fact \up<rioritg. 

the object of their ambition was to increase the power of the 
nation, and greater power implies a greater relative advance j 
greater power could be obtained by inflicting loss on others 
as wel! as by attainin g positive gain for England; it has dis-
tinct reference to a relative condition. If we discuss whether 
England is a more powerful maritime rea.lm now than ten 
.years ago,owe must consider not merely what the fleet was 
and is, but what other fleets were and are; we may have 
bigger ships and better armed, but we are not ~tronger 
for offence and defence if we have merely considered the 
excellence, and not the relative superiority of our own navy. 
The one leading idea of policy which caused so much national • 
rivalry, and led statesmen' to attach so much importance to 
the maintenance of the 'balance' in Europe. was this aspira-
tion after national power, or relative superiority. • 

It was brought out into stronger relief by the rise of.other ni., 0/ . 
nationalities in Europe.-the consolidation of Spain under :i~:on4l •. 
Ferdinand and Isabelle., and the recovering strengtli of the 
French monarchy; and also by the great struggles 'which 
occupied the sixteenth century. The division of Europe in 
regard to the papal pretensions, the religious passions which 
they called into being, and the eager desire to partake 
in the expected treasure of the N ew World, aroused the 
bitterest feelings of jealousy between riva.! nations. 

The keen national feeling which was thus evoked, and lI.ubtwdi_ 

the desire to strengthen the power of England against all her ;ri~:r. ' 
rivals, affected the commercial and industrial legislation in ~~ti~ 
every particular; on every hand private tastes and personal good. 

convenience . had to give way to the patriotic duty of 
strengthening the nation. It was thus that men were re-
quired by Inw to eat fish all through Lent and twice a week 
throughout the year; they might not like fish, but by, 
buying it they helped to encourage fishermen and thus in- • 
directly to keep up a school for seamanship. Time-honoured 
sentiment had preferred that the dead should be wrapped in 
linen, but public policy demanded that this sentiment should 
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L '::l5iiS.."".A~~roJ!1'6e . and that woollen should be used. And &. in 
. these mattes; so in everything else; cummt opinion de-

"manded that private interest should be set aside, at once, in 
favour of an apparent puhlic gain. How far the gain which 
;accrued to the power of the country was real may be 
jdisoussed below; that there was a distinct losg to individuals 
t from the enactments no one would have denied. It was 
admitted that the plauten were hampered by the navigation 
acts, and the Englishmen who had established grazing farms in 
Ireland suffered from the laws against importing ca~tle; there. 
was a losg of their wealth, and a decrease of the aggregate 
wealtb to that extent. This was obvious long before the time 

,of Adam Smith; but parliament had no scruple in doing these 
i injuries, because they believed, rightly or wrongly, that it 
! was necessary to sacrifice the interests of some indi,iduals 

I for the sake of increasing the shipping and maintaining the 
wealth which was available for national defence. They may 
'have heen right or may have heen wrong; in some matters 
they ~ly made grave erron of judgment, but they were 
not ignorant of the hearing of the policy they pursued. 
Carre.n/; sentiment has changed so much in regard to this 
matter that it is very difficnIt for US to understand the 
attitnde which was generally taken in the sixteenth centwy 
by public opinion; the one reiterated complaint which we 
meet with on all sides is that men were seeking their 
private lucre and singnlar advantage, without having due 
care for the prosperity of tLe community. Artisans who 
withdrew from the pressure of burgh rates and the restric
tions of craft gilds, landlords who raised their rents, miners 
who did their work in the easiest way', capitalists who asked 

1 A petition WOO mode III 1532 ohoaI &be harboan of PlJlD08Ih. Darialoulh. 
Po.ey and Falmouth. Tba& where the -.id POI1eI haye byD ill .,... .-ae tbe 
principoIl ODd ..... _ ........ ODd __ IIWo B.Une, lor 1100 

-. - ODd __ of Sbippes, ~ from aU pIacoo of 1100 World, 
asweD in periIl 01 sa.oz:a.. .. o&henriee; Far wbe:n before thi.l t,-me aD -.ooerof 
Shi~ beJllP 1lIlII",&be _ of 'riD. c. _ ~ 10 OIlY of &be _ 
_ ... _mygbtailbe ........... ......q_illIo&be_ODdIhenoIla 
m aaertie wbai wyDde 01' iaD.pe8& meTW dyd bIowe. By .... _beroI DOt oaIy • 
grease lIl1Ihi_ of Shi ........ ...n of IIWo __ .. of ... a.c;.... ODd 
CoanU-eis I>eIan IIWo _ haft _,......... ODd .... .... aIoo ia _ . ., 

...... t ....... -..., ...... - ..... ""~f.rl~ ... i ... fr.l«t,...,....f 
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for a definite return on their capit&.!, were all branded Illce A:.P.;~85 
victims of covetousness, not merely by .preache~ and writerS1J.t 
but in public documents. It i 

The politicians of. the sixteenth, seventeenth and gr~t. 
part of the eighteeJ!th century were agreed in ~ ~,,:_lS 
regulate all commerce and industry, so that the powe~wed.\ 
England relatively to other nations might be promoted,;e 
and in carrying out this aim they had no scruple in tramp
ling on private interests of every kind The main principles 
of the scReme of policy which dominated in England during 

• this long period have been sketched above', but it may be 
convenient to repeat them a little more fully, as they furnish 
the framework on which the facts of the' succeeding periods 
in the national life may be most clearly exhibited 

Power depends on (a) the accumulation of Treasure, (b) P; ....... 
the development of Shipping, and (c) the maintenance of::;ende •• 
an effective Population. 

(a) The accumulation of Treasure, in a country which has Tr ......... 

no mines, depends on the proper management of commerce, 
whether by (a) making regulations for the flow of the precious 
metals and the exchanges, or (11) by making regulations for 
the export and import of commodities. From this point of 
.view the volume of transactions is much less important as' 
a sign of prosperity than the nature' of the trade that is 
being carried on. • 

(b) A strong navy was obviously necessary for defence, Shipping 

and with this purpose. it was desirable to encourage the 

t1l" BeaifM And tAe rpeciall pIut",tJCion oj eM grMt pfJrU 0/ eM Nane 01 tAe 'ame., 
Whioh said portes and havens beu. at this present tyme in manner utterly deca.yed 
and deatroied by means of certain Tynne workes called Streme workes used by 
certain personnes wit.hw.. the said Counties which personnes more regfU'ding thftr 
0tDft prit7ate lucre tlaan tile commDfliDeltAe tmell'fW'tie of t'his Realmd have by work .. 
ing of the said Streme workea digging, sereb.ing, washing of the same nere unto 
the freaahe rivers, wa.ters and lowe p1acea di.ssending and commiDg outeof the londe 
towards alid into the saide portes of the sea, conveyed sand, gravel IIoDd rubbish 
which filled up the ha.vens 80 that a. ship of 100 tons could:hardly enter at hal! 
flood. 'l'inners were to have II sumcient hatches and ties in the end of their 
buddels," and thUB keep the sand from being we.shed away by the streams. 
28 H. VDI. c. 8. The italicised pa.saagea are instructive;-lD thiJI century we 
should be afraid 01 bamperillg indllBtry and would be liIoeIy to let tho tiM ... do 
thei.!' worat and then ky to dredge out; the gravel frOm the Harbours. 

, See above. p. 410. 
I Thus in the controversial at; the beginning of the eighteenth century the 

trade:rith Franee W&8 constanUy spoken of lUI a lJosing' trade. Vol. u. p. 896. 

O. H. 31 
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~Jiiiimt of English ships; hence we have a whole series 
"'tiavigation acts, while attention was also directed to 

measures for procuring the materials for shipbuilding and 
."'CeSS8.rJ' naval stores. It was also felt to be a matter of 
(accrn~t. importance that we should encourage the fishing 
i diseY,"as that was the best school for seamen. 
J f- Subject to the restrictions about the kind of trade and its 
bearing on treasure, the increase of the volume of trade was 
importan.t, as it not only gave a larger sum in customs bub 
also stimulated the development of shipping. HE!Dce there 
was a preference for distant trade over coasting trade, as ib 
gave more employment to ships, while the commodities of 
distant lands were often things that could not be produced 
at home. On the other hand, the planting of new trades 
in England, the development of our industry, and the reten
tion of all the arte in which we excelled, enabled us to 
dispense with purchases from rival lands and gave us more 
products which we might sell in the markets we frequented. 
This also tended to give employmen,t to our own people and 
so to maintain an effective population. Hence arose all the 
attempts to regulate industry; it did not itself directly 
promote power, but it could be so managed as to give a 
stimulus to the accumulation of treasure, and lead to the 
development of commerce as well as provide favourable 
conditions for the population. 

{c} This last object depended most immediately and 
direetly on the food supply. Sufficient corn could be most 
easily secured by the encouragement of tillage, though the 
fisheries were also an important source of supply; tillage abJ6 / 
gave the kind of employment which was most favourable for 

. the maintenance of a healthy and vigorous race, accustomed 
to outdoor sports and likely to offer the best material for 
forming a military force. 

, The end in view was Power; this was furthered by 
I attention to Treasure, Shipping and Population; while these 
objects conld only be attained by the careful regulation of 
Industry and Tillage. Such in brief is the raliunak of the 80" 

called Mercantile System, which had been gradually coming 
into operation since the time of Richard II., and which 
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survived with much vigour in some ot·, Cou 
and Bright completed the revolution in :h....",. 

The long period when these principles', ~J" is 
policy dominated in England can be convenie-_.~ 

-according to political considerations; but here &g3w' ......... '" 

a difference from the periods we have already reviewed.\ 
Since shipping and treaaure, as the handmaids of power, have 
become the main objects of importance, we are compelled to 
look, not so much at the main changes in constitutional 
structurE), but at' the changes in political relations. It has 
been noted above that the personal character of the monarch 
was, in Norman times, one of the most importan,t factors in 
industrial life and progress during his reign', but the changes 
from Elizabeth to the Stuarts, from the personal government Political 

of Charles to the Commonwealth, or at the Restoration, made :ftl"~" 
very little difference in industrial affairs; a similar system of 
policy was carried out, with more or less skill, and more or less 
success, through all these sweeping constitutional changes; 
their chief effect lay in altering our political and trading 
relationships with other nations. Hence the epochs which 
form the most convenient divisions' of the history of the 
Mercantile System in England will be found in the accession 
of Elizabeth, and entire breach with the rulers of Flanders; 
the accession and fall of 'the Stuarts, coinciding with the 
period of bitter rivalry with the Dutch; the Revolution 
serves to date the outbreak of a life and death struggle with 
the French for supremacy in' the East and in the West; 
the victories of Clive and Wolf marked its greatest triumph, 
and the revolt of the American colonies was the beginning of 
its fall From that time onwards we can trace the steady 
and rapid decline of the system which had held sway so long. 

U ACCELERATED RATE OF CHANGE, 

137. The views and schemes above described were Th. 

slowly coming into operation .much more clearly than theY;!:r':" 0/ 
• had done during the fifteenth century. From the accession 
of the Tudors onwards we hardly hear of serious attempts on 

I. See above, p. 186.. 
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rings to acquire great continental pos
igation acta.use they were less powerful than their 
'ell for »T certainly because they were less ambitious, 

ssary nrtheir ambition took a new form. They felt that 
l~.!1gllt J>e possible to exercise a practical sway over, the 
affairs of Europe by holding the balance between rival powers. 
The foreign policy '>f England took this shape during the 
time of Henry vm. '; and Elizabeth succeeded in playing 
off her angry neighbours against one another. .. True it 
was," as Camden said', «which one h3th written, that 
France and Spain are as it were the Scales in the Balance 
of Europe, and England the Tongue or Holder of the 
Balance." The ambition of an English statesman was to 
hold the balance, not merely to be a passive tongue that 

• announced the relative position of the other monarchies, but 
an active member that conld decide it. 

Effecl So far as they desired to extend English power, they ",ere 
t.:::..n.. fired with an ambition to share in the riches of the New 

World; these recently discovered lands stretched more widely 
than the provinces of France and conld be far more easily 
won. Lord Herbert of- Cberbnry sketches this prospect as 
it appeared to the more far-seeing statesmen who, in 1511, 
endeavoured to dissuade Henry from reviving his clainl to 
the crown of France. 

.. Some yet, that did more seriously weigh the -Business, 
reasoned thus; that the Kings Title indeed in France, 
especially to the Hereditary Provinces was undoubted, the 

00-.. Occasion fair, and many Circumstances besides conducing to 
~ this great Business: yet that all these were not sufficient for 
~. the making of a War against so potent a Neighbour, unless 

there were more than Possibility of effecting our Purposes. 
'':!lis they might consider by comparing these Times with the 
former. And if when all Guyenne, Anjou, Tourrain and for 
a long while Normandy was ours; and when besides this the 
Duke of Britany was our Friend, and the House of Burgundy 
an assnred Ally and Confederate to this Kingdom, we ye' 

, OIl \he ____ .... \he _ aDd political __ 

Damn .... Beyking's admirable ~ tier R pwW+7.."corY • 
• ComdeD, Eliza6d1 (1688),1I2S. 
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could not advance our Designs in that Coux'lh 
is there now to attain them? Are we strongei'he;. 
that time 1 Or can we promise ourselves better S :r~? Let 
it be granted, that as many Battles as we have foue;'.J against 
the French have been almost so many victories, What was the 
Kingdom the better for them; who can say he made a fortune 
thereby; Had we ever a more glorious Time than that of, 
Edward m; and was yet the Country ever more poor or 
weary o! the Wars 1 ~ you will not believe our Histories, 
look even OD ollr Records, and you will find not only how the 
Treasure of our Kingdom was much exhausted but even the 
People themselves glutted with their Prosperity 1 And shall 
we now trust to better Days? What though with over 
12,000 or i5,000 we have oft defeated their Armies of 
50,000 or 60,0001 Stands it with Reason of War to expect' 
the like success still? especially since the Use of Arms is 
changed, and for the Bow, proper for lI\en of our Strength, 
the Calaveer begins to be generally received Which besides 
that it is a mote costly W BapOn, requireth a long Practice 
and may be managed by the weaker Sort. Let us therefore 
in Gods name leave off "our attempts against the Terraft'1'Tf!(1,. 
The natural Situation of Islands seems not to sort with 
Conquests in that Kind England alone is a just Empire. 
Or when we would enlarge ourselves let it be that way we 
can, and to which it seems the eternal Providence hath 
destined us, which is by Sea. The Indies are discovered, 
and vast Treasure brought from thence every Day. Let US 

therefore bend our Endeavours thitherward, and if the 
, Spaniards or Portuguese suffer us ;ot to join with them 

there will be yet Region enough for all to enjoy. Neither 
will a piety equal to tha~ of succouring Julius II.' he wanting, 
since by converting those Infidels to the Christian Religion, 
there will be a larger field opened for doing of Good, than by 
establishing a doubtful and controverted Head' of the 
Church'," Whether ~his be a .trustworthy report or not, 

, Who .... urging EDgland 10 .ttack ........ ODd th ... aid him . 
• The Councu of Pial. had determined to depose him.. 
• Lord Herbert of CberbDl'7t Life an" Brigra 0/ King Henrg VIII. (Ed. 1741). 
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'an excellent statement of the policy which 
:Vlgat1<!nore and more pppular from that time onwards, 

--1d Rres f!S precision to the more general remarks which 
have b€l.l made above. 

The:.,..... 138. That the importance of Treasure was fully recog
:':0/ nised appears very clearly in some words which Bacon' puts 

into the mouth of Cardinal Morton, as a speech to the 
Commons. "His Grace prays you to take into consideration 
matter of trade as aIso the manufactures of the kingdom, 
and to repress the barren and bastard employlnents of 
moneys to usury and unlawful exchanges, that they may 
be (as their natural use is) turned upon commerce, and 
lawful and royal trading; and likewise that our people be 
set on work in arts and handicrafts, that the' realm may 

• subsist more of itself, that idleness be avoided, and the 
draining out of our treasures for foreign manufactures 
stopped. But you are not to rest here only, but to provide 
further that whatSoever merchandize shall be brought in 
from beyond the seas may be imployed upon the com
modities of this land; whereby the kingdoms stock of 
treasure may be sure to be kept from being diminished by 
any overtrading' of the foreigner. And lastly because the 
King is well assured that you would not have him poor 
that wishes you rich; he doubteth not but that you will 
have care, as well to maintain his revenews, of customs and 
all other natures, as also to supply him with your loving aids, 
if the case shall so require, .. .And you know well how the 
Kingdoms about you grow more and more in greatness, and 
the times are stirring: and therefore not fit to find the King 
with an empty purse." 

"I/f.""Y To do Heury VU jnstice he took great pains to provide 
against this contingency; he was not always too careful as to 
the means he adopted; he was .. king "tha~ loved wealth and 
treasure, he conld not eudure to have trade sick',H but the 
course of trade was a slow and uncertain means of replenish-

1 H~ 0/ n-. VII. (BpeddiDg), flo 79. Bee _ p. 76, DOle L 
, No. ootnmniog Ilia capiial or eredl" bu& HoverbaIIaneiDc .. ID VacIe' .... 

to nport 1mIli .... 
• B ...... H~ YO. (Bpedding), flo 171. 
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ing the royal coffers, and the sums'th'Wd to shiPl-qnance A.D. 1485 
more rapid means of • Morton's Fork' .... owns. there. ,. __ -;;-16&8. 

EmpSon and Dudley are proverbial. lI,e t..... W arbeck's ~ 
proclamation called public attention to these "extortions. 
the daily pillaging of the people by dismes, tasks, tsllages, 
benevolences and other unlawful inlpositions'," but there 
was no change after the insurrection was put down i a great 
treasure may have seemed the best security against other pre
tenders. In 1497 the MillUlese ambassador reported that 
Henry W1IS perfectly secure, partly through his wisdom and 
partly on account of his treasure, which was even then said 
to exceed 6,000,000 golden ducats and to which he was add-
ing at the rate of 500,000 per annum i this he might easily 
do, for his revenue was great and real, not a mere written 
schedule, and his expenditure was small'. Indeed it was • 
not till he was firmly seated on the throne that his most 
oppressive exactions began. "As for Empson and Dudley's 
mills' they did grind more and more. So that it was a 
thing strange to see wbat golden showers poured down upon 
tbe King's treasury at once. The last payments of the 
marriage money from Spain. The subsidy. The benevo
lence. The recoinage. The redemption of the city's liber-
ties. Tbe casualties .... He needed not to make riches his 
glory, he did excell il), so many tbings else; save that 
certainly avarice doth ever find in itself matter of ambition. 
Belike he thougbt to leave his son such a kingdom and 
such a mass of treasure, as he might choose his greatness 

1 He also promised to "see that the oommoditiea of our realm. be employed to 
the most advantage 01 the 88JDO, the enterooorse of merchandize betwixt realm 
and realm to be ministered and haudlecl as shall more be to the common weal 
and prosperity of our subjects." Bacon, who quoted from the originlll doc11IIl8D.t, 
Henry VII. (Spedding), VI. 169. At the same time it is noticeable that there is far 
less managing of trade in the publio interest than in some of the preceding reigns. 
The navigation laws were hardly enforced i despite the decay of tillage, there W8.8 

no att.empt 80 far &II I have noticed to pass laws about the exportation of com 10 

8S to favour the farmer. The Dew modes of warfare had given a special import. 
ance to beD.metal and the export of it was forbidden (SB H. vm. 0. 7, 2, and 
8 E. VI. o. Bt), as the import of bowstavea had been encouraged in preceding 
reigns. 

, i Brown, Cal~nclar, I. 261, No. 151 . 
• Their method of misusing legal forma and penal laws for the purpose of 

extortion ate described by BacoIt. Henrt! YII. (Spedding), VI. 211. 



.n this ambition he certainly succeeded 
e ~-•. ",u .. " 1lJ' d a treasure which seemed to be simply 
fabulous,~lI..~ ... r·,atever the total mass may have been, it 
would have an enormous purchasing power in the early 
years of the century, before the Bow of silver from Potosi 
and the rich mines of America had begun. 

Though Henry VIIL was personally extravagant and 
soon ran through this large sum, he had resources to draw 
upon which his father had left untouched. The nobles, the 
towns and the Cornish miners had felt the press~·e of that 

/?tmjiBcll- hand; it was left for the Defender of the Faith to appropriate 
::::.:.... the lands of the monasteries, and to eke out his resources by 
ol_e. debasing the coinage. Edward VI. continued the confiscations 

and the debasement. The sense of insecurity and the 
• confusion of the currency disturbed the whole eocial fabric, 

but they did not do much to replenish the royal coffers. • 
Like the Portuguese and other monarchs of the time the 

Tudors also tried to reap a direct benefit from the expanding 
commerce of the world Henry VII. and Elizabeth made eome 
efforts to participate in the profits, but not in the risks .of 

, trading with the New World; Henry VII. was quite unsuc-
• cessful in the attempt, and the gains of the English ships 

upon the Spanish main in the dsys of the Virgin Queen did 
not always arise from legitimate trading. 

139. The Tudors thoroughly understood the possibility 
of treasure being brought to England in the course of trade, 
but they a1eo realised that it could be most easily secured for 
the use of the Crown by extortion, or confiscation, or piracy, 
The exactions of Henry VIL must have added to the 
pressure on the citizens of corporate towns, as well as on the 
agriculturist; industry and tillage could scarcely revive in 
his reign; but the high-handed proceedings of Henry VIIL 
and Edward VL added new difficulties both to rural economy 
and to mercantile. dealings. The disintegration of society 
became complete;. and the institutions, which had already 
begun to decay, could not survive the shock they then 

• Bacou, H...." VII. (Spedding), ... 225. Some of !he _ he fmuJdOO 
for __ P"'1"'" for his oouJ .... oblomed bJ dinrliDgAD<iel1lllD&nnnenta 
to himaeIL • 
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received With some exceptions in regard to shipI-<mance A.J>.1485 

possibly in regard to the repair of the towns, there, and -1658. 

improvement, no reconstrnction which can be tracec> kings 
reigns of the Tudor kings; the blight which fell on. ship-
with the hundred years' war; was not removed whee and 
once more reigned. It was indeed necessary that the. the 
should be secnred from pretenders and the crown·~ ~f 

enough to he above the intrignes of king-making nobles; 
but the social anarchy which was produced under the Tudor 
regime wall a heavy price to pay for ·the privilege of living 

, nnder the tyumny of such a king as Henry vrn., and of 
such place-hunters as Cromwell, Somerset or Northnmber-
land. . 

Even under the most favourable circumstances the marvel-
lous commercial expansion which followed on the discovery of • 
America would have involved rearrangement within the realm, 
and considerable social change. Old institutions cannot readily 
adapt themselves to changed conditions; butwhile better rulers 
wonld have set themselves to diminish the evils and render 
the transition as smooth as might be, the action of the Tudors 1M 

tended in every way to aggravate the mischiefs. . The tow¥ ~i:'V 
were decaying, and Henry vn pressed on them unnecessarily =: 
for additional grants; the decline of tillage and increase of""""'" 
grazing was a national danger, and Henry VITI. transferred 
large tracts of land to courtiers who evicted the tenantry, 
and lived as absentees on the profits of their flocks. The 
minister of Edward VL, who was so ready to rob churches, 
seems to have had no .scruple in. continuing and increasing a 
public injnry by the debasement of the &inage. The rising 
"Of the commons under Arundel and Kett were startling 
expressions of the grievances which were felt in all parts of 
the country; other evidence is supplied by the frequency 
and severity of the poor laws which were called forth by the 
misery which ensued from the disorganisation of the whole 
economic system. 
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m. SHIPPING. 

The na.vigation policy, which had been begun 
___ ...If~{ichard II.,was fitfully maintained nnder Henry VIL 

Tho~nse to complaints of the decay of shipping and the 
,ack of employment for mariners, the traders with Gascony 
were compelled to import their wine and woad in English 
ships manned with English sailors', when they could be 
obtained. The king was persona.lly in favour, of this policy,. 
for he rarely granted exemptions, though the Sale of licences 
to' use foreign ships would have been an easy source of 
revenue; it was one of which Henry vm. availed himself 
so frequently that the law became- a dead letter', and there 
are contemporary complaints of the laxity which prevailed, 
especially when compared with the very strict na.vigation 
laws which were in force in Spain'. Wolsey was apparently not 
disposed to insist on a regulation which undoubtedly rendered 
wine less plentiful in England, SO as to diminish customs and 
raise prices', but Cromwell took a different line'. In 1540 
a very complete act was passed for" the maintenance of the 
na.vy .; it calls attention in the preamble to the insular 
position of England, and adds that .. the navy or multitude 
of ships of this realm in times past hath been and' yet is 
very profitable, requisite, necessary and commodious as well 
for the intercourse and concourse of merchants transporting 
and conveying their wares and merchandises as is ahove said, 
and a great defence. and surety of this reaIm in time of war 
as well to offend as defend, and also the maintenance of many 
masters mariners and seamen, making them expert and 
cunning in the art and science of shipping and sailing, and 
they and their wives and children have had their livings of 

11 H. vn Co 8; 4 H. vn. 0.10 . 
• See Ihelable In SebaDz, L 810. 
• 8ebanz.1L. No. 1S8. Starkey, Dialogtu. 17'-
, --. C-z-w.. m. ptrt iL 689. No. lMt. Io &be lime of Edwonl VL 

.. han \he ""'7 of Eoglaod had again dac:IiDed, &be '"" In fa ...... 01 ohippiDg 
wine IIIHl wood In EngIiah IIhipo w .. npeoIecI, u Illeoded 10 bop'up &be price 
In EngIaod 10 an _ve rate. 5 and 6 Ed. VL .. 18. 

'DB. vm.c.1. 
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and by the same, and also hath been the cluef maintenance A.D. 1485 

and supportation of the cities, towns, villages, havens, and -1658. 

creeks, near adjoining unto the sea coasts, and the kings 
subjects, bakersJ brewers, butchers, smiths, ropers, ship
wrights, tailors, shoemakers, and other victuallers and 
handicraftsmen inhabiting and dwelling near unto the 
said coasts have also had by the same a great part of 
then- living"; but the complaint continues that the navy 
was di~hed and the towns on the coast decayed, and 
that " diverse persons not regarding the maintenance of the 
'said navy, nor yet the commodities and profits coming and 
growing unto this realm by occasion of the same, for their • 
own singular lucre and advantage" had pot refrained from 
infringing the" existing laws against importing in foreign 
ships. The old laws were re-enacted, and the freights were 
strictly defined for goods of various sorts from different ports; 
inducements were offered to aliens to make use of English 
ships, and arrangements were made for the publication in 
Lombard Street of notice of the 'sailings of ships'. This 
act gives a clear statement of t)1e political objects of the 
navigation acts, while the recognition of the coasting popu-. 
lation, and the attempts to remove the practical difficulties 
which had rendered previous measures inoperative, show a 
considerable advance on the laws that had been already 
passed 

14L The protection of merchant shipping also engaged Saf.ty of 

the attention of King Henry VIII.; when the war broke out ;'hi;;''':;;~ 
between France and Spain assisted by England, an attempt 
was made by the two monarchs jointly to' organise a regular AoD.1Dll. 

fleet to keep the seas. Ferdinand and Henry were each to 
furnish 3000 men; the Englis\l fleet were to guard the coast 
from the mouth of the Thames to "the Trade'," and the 
Spanish ships were to be on duty beyond that limit'. The 
English Admiral, Sir Edward Howard, was to scour the sea', 
and to give protection to the merchant ships which were to 

1 S2H. vm c. 14. 
t Not as Macpb8I'80D interprets it, Gibraltar, but either the Trade or Bade of 

Brest (Brewer, Oakndar, L 659, No. 40(5), or the roadstead of Bx:onage near 
OleroD. Pigeonneau. Hu," tU Com""",,, Do 116 . 

• F«dera.:DU. 815. " Ibid. un. 326. 
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sail under his directions, and the whole Beet was so far as 
possible to keep together; they we~e to revictual at Cowes 
when necessary, and the rates of pay per man,at which Sir 
Edward undertook to maintain the captains, crews and soldiers 
on the eighteen ships' under his command, are specified in 
detail. 

But protection was needed for English merchants, not 
only during time of war, but in the actnal conduct of their 

~;.z business as weIL Two great commercial treati~ were made 
lnMiu. by Henry VII. which are of very considerable interest, as 

they refer to very different trades and were concluded with 
powers whose trading policy was exactly opposite. The kings 

Tratk .. itA of Norway had a! ways regarded Iceland as a sort of royal 
1.d0n4 domain, and trade was carried on either in royal ships or with 

special royal permits. Bergen was appointed as the staple, 
and all foreigners were required to trade through this mart; 
but English merchants found that they could drive a very 
profitable trade by smuggling to Iceland', and this business 
was prosecuted, on a large scale, from Scal'borough and later 
from Bristol, and was as usual combined with piracy and 

...... 1415 pillage'. Henry V. prohibited this illicit trade', and parlia
ment followed his example in 1429'; but from the numerous 
outrages of which we read, there is every reason to believe 
that the trade continued to exist, despite these attempts at 
repressing it. 

Henry VII. was able to obtain an advantageous settlement 
of this diffiCulty at a time when the extensive pretensions of 
the Hanse League had rendered it very unpopular in Scandi
navia and Denmark, and when there was a general desire to 
enter into friendly commercial relations with England. By 
the terms of the Treaty' of 1490, the English had all tbeir 

pennitId former privileges reassured, particularly the right of forming 

• The Begem of 1000 tons .... \he largest 01 \he ..... 1 .... 01 &00 ....... 01 
400, 1 01900. 1 012<0. 1 01200, 1 01180, ~ 01160. 9 01 140, 4 01120, ODd ODe 0170 
to... The admiral had lOz. • day. \he eaplaimo 10. 84. • day, \he 101di ... ODd 
marin. 51 .• month for wages and an alloWIUlCl 01 II •• month for nctu.al& 
Fu. .... un. 826. 

• Bee ....... p. 4III. • Be""", L 2M. 
• Bymer, IL S22. • 8 H. VL e. 2-
• Rymer, Ftzdero. :uI. 38L 
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companies and electing their own Aldermen; they had A.D. 148. 

favourable terms given them in regard to customs and the -1659. 

recovery of debts, and they were permitted to trade direct 
with Iceland, .on psying the customs there. 

Another great commercial treaty, which was signed some A.D. 1490. 

months later, presents many points of interest and is in • 
itself evidence of the development of English trade with the' M.di ..... 

,Mediterranean. This was probably due to the remarkable =. 
scheme, which Florence had tried experin!entally and at length'I' 
embraced h~y, of abandoning protective tariffs and navi- . 
~tion regulations and adopting a policy of Free Trade'. The 
neighbouring cities and Venice were most jealous of the 
Tuscan capital, more especially as she could now obtain the 
raw material for her woollen trade at an easier rate; it was 
to the advantage of the Florentines that English wool mer- • 
chants should make the port of Pisi, where they already PiH. 

had a consul, a regular depot, while the Florentine con
nections with Constantinople' and Egypt' rendered it very 
desirable for the English to establish a footing there. 
The Venetians were greatly perturbed when they heard 
thst the-project of establishing an Engl~h Stap1e for 
wool at Pisa was seriously under consideration, and in 
private letters to their agent' in England, as well as public 
despstches to the Lord Chancellor and Lord Mayor, they 
argued against the scheme as prejudicial to English interests, 
and threatened that if it were carried out they would no 
longer send their galleys to England'. In the treaty as 
finally drawn up' it was agreed that 600 sacks of wool should 
be allowed to go to Venice, but that the rest of the wool 
required for all Italian towns should be shipped to Pisa in 
English ships. Englishmen were to b,e put on the same 
footing as the scholars who resorted to Pisa, and they might 
if they wished form a -company and elect officers to have 

1 The gradual reduction of duties was carried Sbrough bit by bit with a. most 
careful eumiD&tioD of the results as shown in trade Btatiatica for ditl'erent periods. 
I. is desc:ribed in deIail by POhlman, Dio Wir!h<OA<lfUpolioil> rUr jIo.-.nCi .... 
B~~, pp.117 seq. (PreWdlrift_ II"'*" eon. dar jabloRotDINMefI. GuJ.l-
aclwft. 'UL), Leipsic, 1818. . 

t Heyd. II. 886. I Ibid. D. 477, 486 . 
.. Brown, OalmdGr of 8t4ta P0JWr8 (Venetian), L lSi, Nos. 661, 562-
• Rymer, PooluG, :m. 890. 
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jurisdiction over their affairs. This was probably the first 
attempt at establishing a regular factory of English mer
chants in the Mediterranean; but trade was soon pushed 
farther eastwards, for in 1513 Baptista Justiniano, a Genoese, 
was appointed consul for English merchants in Scio and 
the Archipelago', and an Englishman, Dionysius Harris, was 
appointed consul in Candia in 1530'. The articles of trade 
to the Levant were those in which grocers dealt; it is' 
probable that these merchants were members of their 
company, and that the Turkey Company grew, out of the 
Grocers', much as the Merchant Adventurers was an ofiBhoo~ 
from the Mercers. 

While these new developments of English trade were 
being carefully fostered, attention was also given to the 
trade with the Netherlands. It had indeed greatly changed 
its character; the weaving industry in the neighbourhood 
of Bruges had declined', as that of England increaeed; the 
trade in wool was ~considerable, but England was trying to 
secure a footing for the regular sale of her cloth. Antwerp 
had come to be the centre of the commercial world', and it 
offered advantages which neither Calais' nor any other town 
afforded to the merchant. Henry VII. was fully alive to its 
importance; he succeeded in re-establishing commercial re
lations by means of a treaty, the Magnus Intercursus7, which 
gave rise to general rejoicings'; and preseed for and obtained 
an agreement against the arbitrary increase of cnstoms 
beyond the rates which had obtained .. from the beginning 
of the world to the present time'" in 1506. This measure 
proved ineffective, bnt it set forth an ideal", which Henry VIII. 
and his ministers strove to realise, with but indifferent 
success. The political and religiousu conBicts of the time 

1 Rymer, F~ xm. 8SSi XIV.4U. I Ibid. 1n". 889. 
• Heatb, _ 0_,119. • , IleIwJz, L S2. 
, Ibid. 90. • Hall, Cln>ai<k. 724. '129. 
,. Rymer, FtzdutJ,:In. 578. I SchaDs, L 18. 
" Rymer, Foedertt., %IlL 1S8. 10 Seb&na, L 89. 

11 Bishop Creight.on has kindly pointed out to me a ease in p6tm wbeD 
Pope <llameId demaudecl t.bM tile HiDg at J!nglaDd ahoaId ..n admU Into hio 
reolm _ .. from _ pula at a....- _ bad .... sabmllIAId to 

tile E<\i« at w ...... IIiDce "'"' might be auspeeIed at hereoy. The king .... 
10111 to ..... Ihia· atop; .. dubilaDdo tone <he poi Ii 0a1erlliJsi DOlI .. mo ....... 
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caused frequent interruptions' to trade, and the jealousy of A.D. 1480 

the new commercial and surviving industrial interests in the -1558. 

Low Countries complicated the matter. Despite these 
difficulties, however, the English seem to have advanced on 
the whole, for we see signs of progress in the organisation of 
the merchants who traded with the Netherlands. They 
cla.imed to exercise privileges granted by the DUke of 
Brabant in the time of King John, but the body probably 
came into existence in 1407, when Henry IV. granted the 
Adventllre(S the privilege of a consul at Bruges'; they had 
developed out of the Mercers Company in London, and had 

'local connections in Newcastle, Boston, Exeter, and many 
other towns'. Though nominally national, their main strength 
was in London, and provincial merchants regarded them with 
jealousy; like the other companies of the time they became 
more and more exclusive, and they raised the entrance fees 
from 68. 8d. to £20'; Henry vn. pursued the sound policy 
of reducing the entrance fine to ten marks (£6. 138. 4d.). 
But while checking the exclusiveness of the company he 
gave it a much more complete constitution' than it had LD. iro5. 
hitherto possessed; the mem bers were to choose a governor 
and twenty-four assistsnts, who were to have authority to 
)lear complaints, levy fines, and make and enforce regn\ations, 
while all the merchants trading within their limits were to 
submit to their authority. Their head-quarters were to be 
·at Calais, and they soon got into difficulties with the mer-
chants of the Staple as to their respective rights and juris
diction'; but it is unnecessary to attempt to follow the 
struggle in detail or to adjudicate on the merits of the case. 

1.'he difficulty of adjusting the conflicting clainls of the Prot-d 
different bodies of merchants comes out in a cnrionipaper, ~ 
written by King Edward n, which contains an abortive ... p .... 

project for opening a great mart at Southampton. It was 

_ di .. _ ... doll quel poIvere _ U lDgleoi .......... Ie ... pecore, 

eeDD eI qual in minor iermiDe de dui umi morerieDo kIUe." BaalaD, Mora. 
....... B'f_~p.860. 

, Ths Blozy 01 ...... dip......., doria, _ poriio1 ....... end -.ioual 
faiIuIe ia told bJ Scbano, H~ L 65 fol. 

• Bee Ap,.- O. • Groos, Gild Jl--. L 169. 
, 12 R. vn. 0. 6. • Schauz. Do No. l2L • Ibid. Do No. lit.. 
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proposed that for five weeks after Whitsunday, merchants 
should be encouraged to frequent Soutliampton, by a remission 
of half the usual customs on goods landed there; business was 
to be suspended in the neighbouring counties; and it was 
thought that Southampton would soon rival Antwerp as a 
commercial depOt. The mart was to he closed before the 
tinle ot S. James's Fair at Bristol and Bartholomew Fair in 
London, so as not to interfere with them. It was thought 
that in the disturbed condition of the Netherlands, the 
Channel migh1; provide safer means of communif.ation than 
the land routes; that continental merchants would frequent 
our island, bringing bullion with them; and that Engli8h' 
merchants would carry on trade in greater security, as they 
would not be liable to arrest for every light cause. The 
whole project was mooted in consequence of the unsettled 
state of the Continent. It was evident that there would be 
some difficulty in changing the channels of commerce, though 
this perhaps might he done when the advantages of the Dew 
harbour and depOt were understood; but the chief obstacle 
lay in the priviieges of the Hanse Merchants and of the 
Merchants of the Staple, while the Merchant Adventurers 
would be unwilling to break up their factory at Antwerp. 
WlIether any serious attempt was made to carry this schem~ 
into effect does not appear; had it succeeded, the king 
contemplated opening a similar mart at Hull, some time after 
Stourbridge Fair, but before the northem seas became unsafe' 
from the 'Great Ices': The day when commerce could be 
advantageously controlled in this fashion had however gone 
by; companies of traders were pushing their business in the 
places where they found that it could be made to answer;. 
some oj the evils which King Edward proposed to rectify 
were cured, not by our merchants withdrawing to the limits 
where the king could protect them, but by their making good 
their footing abroad, so that they were able to protect them-
eelves. . " 

1 Burnet, Hiltory of Be/OJ"'tJUJlitna; CoUutWti of Buord.. v. 109. The whole 
is worth pe:rasal, as it tbroWB • very interesting retrospec&i1"8 light OD the cb6ngea 
of the pla<e "here the &taple for ,,001 _ hold under Edwanl m; eopecia1l1 It 
briDgB out U.e ......,.. "hy parIiameni "" .. mueb IDclined to bold the &taplo ill 
Eug1and. See sbove, p. 816. 
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• 
While the Merchant Adventurers were prospering abroAd, A..f!Y80 

the position of their ancient rivals the Hause Leagne becrupe ;:~ 
less and less secure' internal dissensions loosened the bond !l.~-

.. , 'Al!.ngIaatL 
between the various towns which were its members. Danzig 
had always maintained a somewhat independent policy', and 
the anthorities of Riga concluded a sepamte treaty with &oJ). 1498. 

Henry VIT.'; the English antipathy to the Hansards did not 
diminish", and in 1551 the Merchant Adveuturers urged on 
the Privy Council that these merchants had abused their 
privileges, and ought to forfeit them. After mature con
sideration the special privileges which had been granted 

• them 'Were resumed and they were put OB the same footing 
Os other merchants alien'. King Edwwd VL was obdu
rate, despite repeated appeals, and they never regained their 
old position. The action they had takep in support of 
Edwwd.IV. probably gave them a longer tenure of their 
special privileges in England than they would otherwise have 
possessed; but the fact that they could no longer hold their 
own in London shows how much English commerce had deve
loped. Not only had native merchants succeeded in ousting 
foreigners from the iDternal trade of the country, but they were 
able to do a 1arge proportion of its foreign busin .... as well 

H2. The condition of the coastB and harbours of Englaud 
exposed our ships to many serious risks, and Henry VITI. 
took an excellent step towards reducing the losses when he 
incorporated the Fraternity of the Holy Trinity at Deptford. Tri";ry 

There is every probability that there was some gild already H ..... 

existing among the pilots on the Thames, and that Henry VITI. 
reconstituted and incorporated it; the original documents 
relating to this venerable body were destroyed by a fire 
in 17H. but copies of the charters of Henry and Elizabeth 
survived. According to the original charter they were ..... BU. 

empowered to frame "all and singular articles in any wise 
concerning the science or art of mariners "; and to make 
ordinances U for the relief; increase and augmentation of this 
our realm of England." THey were governed by a governor. 

1 Sebau:I. L 228.. • Rymer, DL 'IOL 
" _ m Pauli, Dm ............ Jlli<U IJai«}u;ft-, !18. 

• Wh<oIe<.~.IC_67. BiddIo,_C_.186. 

C. H. 32 
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A.D. 1486 wardens and assistants, and had jurisdiction over all offenders 
-16~. against their rules, while they had power to sue and to hold 
•. 1>.1668. real property'.' By the first charter of Elizabeth' they were 

Imprtn1&
mt:nt of 
lrarbotrr6 . 
... ».1645. 

also empowered to erect beacons and sea marks, which were 
much needed in consequence of the destruction of certain 
steeples and natural landmarks on the coasts, and in 1594 
she conferred on the iIicorporation all the rights connected 

'with beacons, buoys and ballastage which had hitherto be<>D 
enjoyed by the Lord High Admiral of England, and which 
were now formally relinquished by Lord Howard' .• 

A body was thus established which had general oversight 
over the coasts and harbours, but special attention was given ' 
to the requirements of particular localities. There was a very 
large outlay in making piers at Dover' and Scarborough', and 

• parliament inter~ened to prevent the harbours of Devonshire 
and Cornwall from being injured by the operatioIljl of the 
miners'. Similarly provision was made for the ruined con
dition of Rye and Winchelsea in 1549'. Henry VIII also 

Def...... made a beginning in the work of fortifying the Thames; the 
river was so exposed to the attacks of pirates that Henry IV. 
had narrowly escaped capture when crossing the river, and all 
his baggage had fallen into the enemy's hands', A fort was 

..... 1618. now erected however at Gravesend, and another opposite it 
on the Essex shore', and Londone .. " were able to rest in 
greater seeurity than they had done before. 

Henry VIII. also attempted to establish a naval arsenal; 
this too was settled at Deptford U, SO long as there had beeu 
DO royal navy, there was of course no need for royal docks or 
magazines for naval stores, But Henry was really bent on 
having a well-equipped Beet; the destruction by fire of the 
Regeni-, his great ship of 1000 tons, set him on building 
another, the Grace de Die.., which should be of still larger 
dimensions; and there was decided need for an arsenal, like 
the cej"orated one at Venice, for building and fitting ships. 

1 J. Cotto .. M""';".,1Ao origi. on4 ~'.ITri";., H ..... (181S),16L 
• Ibid. 166. • • Ibid. 169. 
f, PeUDallt. JOW"IItY.fr"' LtIffIlma to IJ.e oj Wig"'. L 191. 
• 87 H. vm. e. 14. • 28 B. vm. c. 8, See above, p. tSO. 
f 2 and 8 E. VI. c. SO. • Hol.Wshed. U.07 • 
• 1la.epbel'8Ollt .ARIUIlI, D. 48. 10 Denton, 89. 

11 HacphenoD, n. 46. 
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.. 143. In. this connection we may notice one or two ~ 

meation. of what was afterwards an imporli¥'t part of t~ 
policy of developing shipping. In Elizabeth's and suhsequeno, 
reigns great pains were devoted to increasing the supply of 
naval stores and materials used in shiphuilding; one little 
enactment shows that Henry VIII. was alive to the importan .... 
of "" doing. The decline of arable f,!rmiug had atIected the 
growth of other sorts of prodnce besides com, and for naval 
pnrposes it was most desirable to have a good supply of 
hemp. pus was probably the intention in insisting on 
the cultivation of hemp, as well as flax, in a statute' 'which 
recites the mischief which accrued from dependence on other 
countries for linen cloth; a quarter of an acre was to be in 
flax or hcmp, for every sixty acres of tillage. 

But there was another matter of far greater moment; s/ ..... 
neither the royal nor the mercantile navy could be well 
manned unless there were a number of able-bodied sailors from 
";hom mariners might be drawn; and the fishing trades offered 
a conveuient an.\ inexpensive, as well as a thorough, school 
of seamanship. This was one of the commonplaces of politics ondjYmng. 

in the seventeenth centnry, when the keenest anxiety was felt 
about driving the Dntch fishermen out of wate", which might 
have afforded remunerative employment for the men from 
our own coasts. Neither Henry VII. nor Henry VIII. real-
ised its importance sufficiently to interfere actively in favour 
of the English fisherman'; but in 1549 parliament enacted 
an extraordinary measure for encouraging the fishing trade 
by promoting the general consumption of fish. ".A.lbeit·:' it Po/m<al 

nms, "the King's subjects now havi~g a more perfect and clear L .... 

light of the gospel and true word of God, through the infinite 
cleansing and mercy of .A.lmighty God, by the hand of the 
King's Majesty and his most noble father ·of famous memory, 
promulgate, shewed, declared and opened, and thereby per-

124H.VDLc.4 . 
• 38 H. vm. Co t., seems So abo" thai the 8ahing on the euI: co:I.8t was 

alu:u:te\ extinct, .. the men wen' in boais and bough' the flsh from foreigners 
instead of eat.ching it.. The siridD._ wilb. which Lent; had beeID kepi comeB 00& 
in the proclamaliOD of Feb. 9, 1548. which permiU.ed the eamtc of white m.tB 
BtlCb as milk, egga. bnUer, awl ~ because the IAlPPIy of fish 11'&8 Ilhort. Tudor 
~ . 

• 2ud8E. \.i:.c..19. 

32-2 
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that one day or one kind of meat of itself is not more 
more pure or more clean than another, for that all day • 

. _ • .Il meats ~ of their nature of one equal purity, cleanness 
~d holiness, and that all men should by them live to the 

JounoCJ of God, and at all times and for all meats give thanks 
stnto Him, of which meats none can defile Christian men or 
,.nake them unclean at !\nytime, to whom all meats be lawful 
and pure, so that they be not used in disobedience or vice, 
Yet forasmuch as diverse of the King's subjects turning their 
knowle<Ige therein to satisfy their sensuality w,hen they 
should thereby increase in virtue, have in late time, more 
than ·,jn times pas(broken and contemned such abstinence 
which hath been used in this Realm npon the Fridays and 
Saturdays', the Embering day., and other days commonly 
called Vigils, and in'the time commonly called Lent, and 
other accustomed times, The King's Majesty considering that 
due and godly abstinence is a mean to virtue· and to subdu~ 
men's bodies to their soul and spirit, and considering also 
especially that Fishers, and men using the trade of living by 
fishing in the sea, may thereby the rather be set on work, 
and that by eating of fish much Besh shall be saved· and 
increased, doth ordain· that all statutes and constitutions 
about fasting shall be repealed, bnt that all persons who do 
not observe the usual fast days (Fridays, Saturdays, Ember 
days, and Lent) shall be fined lOs. and suffer ten days' 
imprisonment for the first offence. This curious effort to 
maintain, fmm motives of political expediency, the very 
usages which were officially condemned as superstitious is 
characteristic of the times; the mea._ure was taken up with 
great energy by Burleigh:who ';'garded it as the best means 
of encouraging fishing and seamanship. 

'FA.. 144. Though the Tudors did 80 much for developing 
...........,.. English commerce, they took no real part in the great 

discoveries of the age; Henry VII. had the opportunity 
, There ;" ........ to -.. _ &taIda7 bad _ been geueraIl7 ........, 

- • """ m 1!DgIand, Ibi>agh the pnctiee ...... jollied b7 • Boman CoaDciI m 
1ms. Tham&asin, 7TGiU da JeM_. L 4m . 

• See the pncIomatUm .. laDe 16, l548 (Ia)'ll _ em .a..w...- ... 1I1OI'IlI 
duJ.7). .All _,.,..-... • 

• The ....m objeet .. the ~ _ 9, 1551, .... to red_ the 
......... ption, .... keep down the prioo" D1<OL ToJ.r~. 



but' wanted the will, and Henry VIII, who had the W1ll ~ 

push forward in this matter, was fully oocupied with mOl 
urgent affairs'. England was most favourably situated 
the undertaking, and in 1487 while Christopher Cot. :.~ f \ 

was waiting on court favour in Lisbon, his brother Bartho· 
lomew' went to London to try to interest Henry VII. in 

. the eJ;lterprise; he was robbed by pirates on the way, and 
was glad to get employment at the EngliSh court for a time 
in drawing maps and making a globe, but he was unsuccessful 
in the n:ain object of his.journey. 

John Cabot was more fortunate; there is some reason John 

to suppose that he had resided for a considerable time at Cabo •• 

Bristol, where. the interest in maritime discovery was B,;"tol 

exceedingly strong. On July 15th, 1480, two ships .of ... • ... " .... · 
eigbty tons burden belonging to John Ja;y, a prominent 
merchant of Bristol, who had served the office .of sheriff,' 
imd whose monument. is in S. Mary's .Redcliffe, set sail to 
the west of Ireland to find the Island of Brazil. They were 
driven back in September by tempestuous' weather, and had 
met with no success; but it was evidently a serious expedition 
which had been placed under the charge of "the most 
skilled mariner in the whole of England'," and some 
students have hazarded the guess that Cabot was the 
man', though it is clear that he was a Welshman named 
Lloyd'. Even if he had not this reputation, however, Cabot 
was apparently entrusted with the charge of an expedition 

1 Schanz. I. 822. • Peschel, 119. 
8 William of worcester, ltiflmJrtI (Dallaway), 158. The author died about 

14.81 (Ibid. 17), before the actual discovery of America. 
, 11'. v. HeJlwald,Seba8tima Otihot, 9; M. d'Avezac.Yacaya, LuNa.oigatioM tMftoo 

MUtM'UIU, 10. These writers have discussed the intricate qUestiODS connected 
with the Cabote in BODle detail. and on &he whule their results harmonise. The 
voyage of 1494 is much questioned and the informatiOD. fnrnished by the Paris 
map baa been recently shown to be merely 86COlld.hawl (Coote. S. Oabot in 
Dkti0n4ry qf NatioMl Biography): but the tmdition of the earl,y discovery 
appears 10 be con1!rmed by the Ierme of the Patent granUld in 1497 (1Iymer, 
}~ DL 695). Biddle's Life is most careful and thorough, but it was writteD 
in 1831 and without knowledge of the important docnments which have DOW been 
pnbliBbed in the Oalendar. of 8t. Papttr.. The story that. he was employed in 
1495 by Henry vn. to eft'ect & treaty with Denmark by which Iceland should be 
made a staple for trade is exceedingly improbable i Bim.ilar privileges had been 
grauted to ;English and other merehantB in 1490 (Schanz, L 257 n.). 

I The name is given variooa1,. 8B Th11de and Llyde. Dallaway, 159. 
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~cll ~et out from Bristol in 1494, and discovered the 
mai~land of America; he sighted it at five in the morning 
• ') June 24,1494, and call'ld the land Prima Vista, 8JJ.d the 

,and'opPQsite Sd9.hn'~ Thus far it would seem that the 
t.d'xpeditions were sent out at the expense of the Bristol 
-merchants. "The people of Bristol," wrote Pedro de Ayala 
in 1498 to his masters in Spain', "have for the last seven 
years every year sent out two, three or four light Ships in 
search of the L,land of Brazil and the Seven Cities, according 
to the f"ncy of this Genoese. The king has dete:UUned to 
send out, because the year before they brought certain news 
that they had .found land. His fleet consisted of five vessel. 
which carried provisions for one year. It is said that one 
of them in which went Friar Buil has returned to Ireland in 

, ~t distress, the ship being much damaged. The Genoese 
• has continued his voyages. I have seeu, on a chart, the 

direction which they took and the di"tance tbey sailed, and I 
tbink what tbey have found or what they search is what 
your Highness already possesses." This document is of great 
interest in one point of view, as it is confirmatory evidence 
of the fact that the merchants of Bristol had sent out 
exploring ve .. els before the news of the success of Columbus 
could have reached them. 

King Henry was now willing to patronise these expedi
tions; he had taken no initiative; according to P. de Ayala 
he "equipped a fleet in order to discover certain islands and 
continents which he was informed some p"'1ple of Bristol hiw 
found who manned a few ships for the purpose:' The licence 
Pro JohU/lt'T18 Cabote et Filiia lJ'Uia IJ'Uper Terra Inccgnita 
Investigaflda.· empowers Cabot to fit out five ships at his own 
expense, but confers a strict trading monopoly with all the 
lands he might discover, on the condition that a fifth part 
of the capital gain was to go to the king. Cabot was to go to 
lands" which have been hitherto unknown to all Christians" 
and to take possession, plant the English flag, and exercise 

• A map a.tributed, InR mistakenly (1Xc •• of Nol. Bi<JgropA,), 10 Se_ 
Cabot. ill the Biblioth~ae NatioDaJe at; Paris contains U1ia iDformat.ioD. 

• Bergenroth. Caleod4r (Bpaniah), L 177, No. 210. 
• Rymer, UL 695. 
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jurisdiction in the Iring's name over the peop:ll· Hawkins ~6~~S5 
was in 1496, and Cabot was able after some and South- H • .,,,, ... 

out in a singl~ ship the.' Matthew: The resu': a~m.pt 
voyage are best described in the language of a contemporary 
writer. Lorenzo Pasqualigo' wrote to his brothers, on October 
11, 1497. "The Venetian our countryman who went with 
a ship in quest of new islands is returned, and says that 700 
leagues hence he discovered land. the territory of the Grand 
Cham. ,He coasted for 300 leagues and landed, saw no 
human beings. but he has brought hither to the king certain 
snares. which had been set to catch game. and a needle for 
maJdng nets; he also found some felled trees. wherefore he 
supposed there were inhabitants, and returned tohis ship in 
alarm. He was three months on the voyage. and on his return 
saw two islands to starboard', but would not land, time being' 
precious, as he was short of provisions. He says that the tides 
are slack and do not flow as they do here. The king of 
England is much pleased with this intelligence. The king 
has promised that in the spring our countryman shall have 
ten ships armed to his order. and at his request has conceded 
him all the prisoners, except such as are confined for high 
treason, to man his fleet. The king has also given him 
money' wherewith to amuse himself till then, and he is now 
at Bristol with his wife, who is a Venetian. and with his sons; 
his name is Zuan Cabot, and he is styled the great admiral 
Vast honour is paid him; he dresses in silk, and these English 
run after him like mad people. so that he can enlist as many 
of them as he pleases and a number of our own rogue.~ 
besides. The discoverer of these places planted on his new 
lound land a large cross with one flag of England, and another 
of S. Mark, by reason of his being a Venetian. so that our 
banner has floated very far afield.· 

The patent for this new voyage was granted in 1498; 
it appears to imply a scheme for colonisation rather than for 

1 Brown. OGJ.ular SIAU Papera (Venetian), L 262:. No. 762. 
'lII The Milanese Envoy had less accurate information than the Venetian: he 

8&y. that Cabot had disoovered two large iBlanda and the &even cities 4QO leagnea 
from Englmd. Brown. OakruJar (Venetian), J. 260, No. 160. 

• To him \hat found Iha ... " Ialo, £10. Biddle, p. 80 ... 
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Apparently John Cabot had died in 
of }l.' ana oebastian carried out the undertaking, 

./ ... uu~. 2+_d from Bristol with five ships; they discovered 
Newfoundland, and Cabot afterwards stated that he had 
also made out the route of a north-west passage'. But his 
success did not come up to the expectations of Henry; and 
Cabot, having entered tlie service of the king of Spain, was 
lIot to be tempted back even by the liberal offers of Wolsey 
in 1516'. 

O'Mr ,~. Though there was so little royal encouragement for the 
put";",,.. explorers, the merchants of Bristol were not readily dis

couraged In 1501 Henry VII. granted a patent to Richard 
Ward, John Thomas, Hugh Eliot, Thomas Ashehurst, and 
three Portuguese,' to go on a voyage of discovery and 

• exercise a trading monopoly, Shortly afterwards a larger 
scheme was planned' and two Bristol merchants with two 

'.D. 1502. Portuguese associates were empowered to establish a trading 
settlement on the newly-found lands; the king afterwards 

• ..<signed them a trading monopoly for forty years and 
granted them some remission of customs on imports. 

It is unnecessary to attempt to follow out the results of 
the different exploring expeditions which were now sent out 

TJwm<. to the west. Robert Thorne; a linen merchant, persuad~.d 
Henry VIII. to make an attempt at finding the north-west 
passage to the Mohiccas. "With a email number of ships," 
he urged, "there may be discovered diverse new lands and 
kingdoms in the which without doubt yonr Gmce shall win 
perpetual glory and your subjects infinite profit. To which 
places there i. left one way to discover, which is into the 
north." Spain had already discovered the west and Portugal 
the east, "80 that now rest to be discovered the said north 
parts, the which it seemeth to mA is only your charge and 
duty, because the situation of this your realm is thereunto 
nearest and aptest of all other'." The expedition did not 
prosper however, and royal interest in the matter was again 

1 It is printed by Biddle, &ba.8tiaa adm, 76 . 
• Or p088ibly8 norlb....t passage. Brown, C~ (VenetiaD), = _ 
• See.Sc.hanz. L 677. 
4 Rymer.lIu. 41. 
a Hakluyt;, J. 219.. 

6 Ibid. SID. 37. 



SHIPPING. 505 

"checked, though Euglish euterpris~ pushed on. Hawkins A.D. 1485 

made his way to Guinea an~ Brazil in 1530', and South- H.!~~;,.. 
ampton merchants began to trade there. Another attempt 
at discoveries in the north-west was made in 1527 under the 
advice of a forgotten cauon of S. Paul's "which was a great 
mathematician and a man enU';'ed with wealth'''; he himself 
sailed in the Dominus VQbiscum. Little resulted from this 
voysge; but nine years later, Master Hore of London, "a 
man of goodly stature and of great coursge and given to the 
study of ct>smography," planned another expedition. This 

,led to the establishment of the colony which first developed 
the Newfoundland fisheries; these are mentioned with 
approval and protected from abuses in 1549'. 

Foiled in the west, the English merchants, who complained ..vorll.

of a depression of trade, turned their attention, on the sug- pa .. "" .. 

gestion of Sebastian Cabot, to a" north-east passage to the 
Indies'. Some London merchants founded a joint-stock com-
pany with a capital of £6000 in £25 shares, for prosecuting 
the enterprise'; Edward VI. looked favourably on the scheme 
aud gave them letters to foreign potentates in Latin, Hebrew 
and Chaldee'. The whole of the "arrangements'were directed 
by Cabot; but Richard Chancellor and Hugh Willoughby were (J/uactl/qr. 

in charge of the expedition, which set out from Harwich 
in 1~53. Willoughby was forced to winter in Lapland, and he 
and his companions perished miserably; but Chancellor was 
more fortunate and succeeded in" reaching Archangel The 
people, who were" amazed with the strange greatness of his 
ship (for in those parts before that time they had never ~een 
the like), began presently to avoide and to flee; but he still 
following them, at last overtook them, and being come to 
them they prostrated themselves before him, offering to kiss 
his feet: but he (according to his great and singular courtesy) 
looked pleasantly upon them, comforting them by signs and 
gestures'. The friendly intercourse thus set on foot, led to 
the establishment of regular relations. The Russian Com- Th' 

pany obtained recognition from Philip and Mary', and when ~=y. 
, Bakluyt, OJ. 700, 
82andSEd.VLc.6. 
I Macpherson, IL U4. 
, Hakluyt, I. 246. 

• Ibid. m. l29 . 
• Biddle, Life of ado'. 164. 
e Strype, Ec. perR. D. 16. 
9 Ibid. L 265. 
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an ambassador from the Great Duke of Muscovy reached 
London in 1557 he was receiv.ed in state by the merchants 
adventuring for Russia, to the number of 150 persons' with 
their servants, all in one Iivery1. This was a promising trade 
for it seemed to offer an inexhaustible supply of wood for 
shipbuilding, hemp, oil, talloW" and furs. It also led ulti
mately to other important openings, for the operations of the 
Russian merchants prepared the way for the Whale Fishery 
at Spitzbergen", while their connection with Moscow enabled 
Jenkinson and other English merchants to enter tuto trading 
communication with Persia and the east. 

IV. THE GILDS. 

,145. While shipping was thus fostered and commercial 
enterprise was being stimnlated into such new activity, there 
is very little sign of any fresh development of industry; 

(JoodiMo indeed the evidence of contemporaries would lead 118 to 
·/~· suppose that there had been no recovery from the blight 

wbich had fallen upon the urban communities at the ,time 

lof the B\aclc Death. Complaints of the impoverishment 
of towns continued nnder Henry VIL, and were supported 
in tbe next reign by appeals to the obvions testimony of 
deserted houses and impassable streets. There is' indeed 

2'......... no reason to suppose that the places which had suffered so 
much from the pressure of taxation and the troubles of the 
fifteenth century were able to recover under the exactions 
of Henry VII. Pedro de Ayala describes the general decay 
in 14.QS and ascribes it to its true causes. The king or 
Englsnd "likes to be thought very rich because such a belief 
is advantageous to him in many respects. .His revenues are 
considerable, but the cnstom-house revenues, as well 88 the 
land rents, diminish every day. As far 88 the customs are 
concerned, the reason of their decrease is to be songht in the 
decay of commerce partly by the wars but much more by the 
additional dnties imposed by the king. There is however 
another reason for the decrease of trade, that is to say, the 
impoverishment or the people by the great taxes laid on-

1 Hakluyt. .: t81. " Kacpbonoa, Do 1U. 
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theml.n There must have been very real decay when svch a ~5£148S 
king granted large reductions by letters patent,-for example . 
in the fee ferm of York which was allowed to fall from 
£160 to £18. 58.'. When two fifteenths and tenths were ..".148'/ 

granted in 1496 tbere was a remission at the usual rate' 
amouuting to £12,000 in all, and Lincoln and Great Yar-
mouth obtained specially favourable treatment'. There is 
indeed less mention made of decay in the first thirty years 
of the sixteenth century; but the foots were again bronght 
forcibly foNard when the parliament of Henry VIII. began 
to put pressure on "the owners of houses to repair their ..... 11M 

prope~ and to remove the ruhbish that endangered life 
in th~ towns. Norwich had never recovered from the 
fire of 1508'; ·the empty spaces at Lynn Bish9P' allowed ami tkco.y. 

the sea to do damage in other parts of the town. Many • 
houses were ruined and the. streets were dangerous for 
traffic in Nottingham, Shrewsbury', Ludlow', Bridgenorth. 
Queenborough, Northampton and Gloucester'; there were 
vacant spaces heaped with filth, and tottering houses in 
York, Lincoln, Canterbury", Coventry, Bath, Chichester. 
Salisbury, Winchester, Bristol, Scarborough, ~ereford, Col-

. chester, Rochester', Portsmouth, Poole, Lyme, Feversham, 
Worcester, Stafford, Buckingham", Pontefract, Grantham, 
Exeter, Ipswich, Southampton, Great Yarmouth, Oxford, 
Great Wycombe, Guildford", Stratford, Hull, Newcastle, Bed
ford, Leicester and Berwick 10, as well as in Shaston, Sherborne, 
Bridport. Dorchester, Weymouth, Plymouth, Barnstaple, 
Tavistock, Dartmouth, Launceston, Lostwithiel, Liskeard, 

• BergomoIb, (Jakodar <if s .... Popon (Spanisb), .. 177, No. 210. 
tRot. ptJrl. 'YL 990. The CODmlOoa of York in l5SS complained of lavish 

b()~pitality 88 one cause of the decay of their city. Eng. Hilt. Review, !L 297 . 
• As this sheet was passing through the press my .ttention was called. to 

HI' W. Hudson's most interesting pUblication of the assessment of Norfolk. as 
made in I.lI84, wiSh \he remissions .. adjusted in the 8fteenlb oantury (Nar/"u, 
.A~. XII. t4.S). The assessment. of Blakeney and Wiveton were much. 
reduced. while Cley remained at the old~. The explanation of the facls is no 
easy tuk. but the facts themselves are of great; interest. ' 

t Rot. PtJrl. VI. 614. also 458. I 26 H. vm. o. 8. • 26 H. VIII. c. 9. 
, Shrewsbury and Ludlow are menUoned both in 97 H. VllL Co 1, and in 

S5 JL vrn. e. t. .27 H. VllLc. L 
II Cnnwrbw:y. Rochester, GuiMford and Buckingham are mentioned In as 

H. vm. Co 86, as well .. in S2 B. vm. 0. 18. 10 52 H. vm. 0. 18. 
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Bodmin, Truro, Helston, Bridgewater, Taunton, Somerton, 
Ilchester, Maldon' and Warwick'. There were similar dallgers 
to the inhabitants oC Great Grimsby, Cambridge, the Cinque 
Ports, Lewes'; and even in the more remote provinces things 
were as bad, Cor Chester, Tenby, HaverCordwest, Pembroke, 
Caermarthen, Montgomery; Cardiff, Swansea, Cowbridge, 
New Radnor, Pre:,teign, Brecknock, Abergavenny, Usk, 
Caerleon, Newport in Monmouthshire, Lancaster, Preston, 
Liverpool and Wigan'were taken in hand in 15-14. In trying 
to interpret this evidence, however, we must re!nember that 
we are reading oC attempts to repair: not oC complaints oj 

new decline; the mere fact that such efforts were, made 
was perhaps an indication that things had reached their 
worst; and we are perhaps justified in inferring from the 
double me~tion oC some Cew towns that a real improvement 
was effected in the others. "!f the pressure oC taxation was 
such as to prevent recovery after any occasional disaster, like 
the Norwich fire, these acts for the re-edification of towns 
may be regarded as marking the ext.,nt of the damage done 
during many preceding years; they are not so much evidence 
oC recent decay, as oC a reviving life which was endeavouring 
to effect an improvement ihat had been long delayed. It is 
possible that places like Shoreham and Fowey' showed so 
little sign oC returning vigour that it was impossible to make 
any attempts for their restoration. 

146. It is of course difficult to speak with any confidence 
on such a snbject; but even if this interpretation of the facts 
is correct, and the towns were on the whole beginning·to 
recover from long years of disaster, we mnst not too hastily 
assume that their prospects were altogether bright; for there 
were causes at work, other than the pressure of taxation and 
disasters from pestilence, fire, or piracy, to hamper the in
dustry oC the older towns.. Attention has been directed in 
a preceding section to the dVticnlties caused at Oxford by the 
stringent policy of Henry VI about apprentices', and to the 

, KeutiGDeoI boIh ill 3! B. vm Co ill, .... 16 B. vm eo .. 
• 12K. VllLe.lt. I 3SB.. VIn.c.. .. 
« 35 R. YIJL e. ... 
.. Which -.:re meoboDed above .. IftAlly aeca,..: .eo pp. ~ .&tQ. 

• Set- abo1'e., p..fd. 8 B. VI. e..1l, ua 1 B.. IV. 0.17. 
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complaints which were made in London of the mischievous A.D. 14SO 

ordinances of the gilds'. In the sixteenth century the gildsi-lb5s
. 

were no longer serving a useful purpose. The OrganisatiO~ 
of industry on a household basis was proving cumbrous an 
was being superseded; where the. old system was still 
retained, efforts to enforce restrictions drove workmen to leave 
the tOwns and establish themselves in villages where the Migration 
gilds had no jurisdiction. In some .cases the towns may have ofindu,t,y .. 

beer; suffering, not through any real decay of the trade, but 
because th~ir own regulations. led to a displacement of 
industry: while in other instances they were prevented from 
getting the full benefit of ~he revival that was beginning to 
be fel~ in different directions. 

It may be worth w.hile to call attention to the facts Abu .... i. 

which indicate' that the difficulties in regard to the gilds, ... ·fl flJld •• 

. which have been noted in the fifteenth ce~tury, were ' 
becoming more pronounced. 

The craft gilds had in their origin exercised police F .. 1",. to 

control over their members and thus secured the safety :::';;~ . 
and good order of the town; while each master really had pnoli, ... 

a linllted number of apprentices and servants living under 
his root; this was a practicable method for maintaining good 
order, as each man was responsible for his own household. 
The conduct of the tailors in 1415 described above, shows 
that the journeymen were inclined to withdraw from this 
control; and in the beginning of the sixteenth centnry 
the apprentices appear to have been a very unruly body; 
they were donbtless strongly imbued with the prejudice 
against alien workmen' which found expression under Ed-
ward IV., and in 1517 they broke out in a riot which was 
long remembered as Evil May Day_ The incident appears to E"l M.y 

have ~gun through the action of a broker named Lincolne, D~Y, 
who induced Dr Bell, who was preacher at the Spital on the 
Tuesday in Easter week, to read from the pulpit a paper in 
which h!, had stated "the griefs which many found with 

J See above. p. 446. 16 H. VI. c. 6. 
I There was also. great riot against the alien merchants in 1494 when the 

trade of Englishmen with the Netherlands waa auspellded. Hall, OAr01licle. 
(67. 
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strangers f.;;r<taking the li~ings away from artificers, and the 
intercourse from merchants"... Dr Bell then preached from 
the words, Ore/urn cre/i Domino, terram autem dedit fi/iis 
hominum, and "upon this' text he entreated, how this 
land was given to Englishmen, and Ill! birds defend their 
nests, so ought Englishmen to cherish and maintain them
selves and to hurt aud grieve aliens for respect of their 
commonwealth. • • By this sermon many a light pe;son 
took courage and openly spoke against strangers, aud as 
unhap would, there had been diverse evil Pl\rts of late 
played by strangers in and about the city of London whic~ 
kindled the people's rancour mQl"e furiously agaiust them. 
The 28th day of April diverse young men oC the city picked 
quarrels to certain strangers as they passed by the streets, 
some they did strike and buffeted, and some they threw into 
the channel, wherefore the Mayor sent some of the English
men to prison. • • Then suddenly arose a secret rumour and no 
man could tell how it began, that on May Day next, the city 
would slay all the aliens, in so much that diverse strangers 
Bed out of the city'." The rumour came to Wolsey's ears, and 
after consulting with him the City authorities ordained that 
every man should shut his doors and keep his servants within 
from nine at night till nine in the morning. This was pro
claimed but not very generally, and Sir John Mundie on his 
way home found two young men in Cheap playing" at the 
bucklers" and a crowd of others looking on; he ordered them 
to desist and would have sent them" to the counter," but the 
prentices resisted the alderman, taking the young men from 
him and crying" Prentices and Clubs; then out at every 
door came clubs and other weapons so that the alderman was 
fain to By. Then more people arose out oC every quarter; 
forth came serving-men, watermen, courtiers and oth~rs· to 
the number of 900 or 1000; they rescued the prisoners who 
had been locked up for mishandling strangers. They plun
dered all the houses within S. Martin's; near Leadenhall 
they spoiled diverse Frenchmen who lived in the house of 
one Mewtas, and if they had found him, "they would have 
stricken off his head"; and they brake up the strangers' 

I Stow. 4rutaZ., UDder 1617. 
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houses at Blanchapleton and spoiled them. ~"'n. .tIer was A.D.I485 • 

at length restored signal justice was done on 'ttf.;" offenders, -I558. 

inclnding Doctor Bell. who. was sent to the Tower. On the 
whole it may be said that those members of the City Conncil, 
who did not feel satisfied with the anthority of the hoose-
boldetS and "thought it well to have a snbstautial watch,-
were sensible men. 

Another of the objects which had been clearly kept in ~ 
view in the authorisation of craft gilds was the welfare of the =
public; th ...... associations were able to ensure the production 
of wares of really good quality. They had so far ceased to I 
fulfil these functions that their own ordinances were brought 
nnde .. the -control of the justices in 1437'; but the evil 
reappeared ,,·hen that statute expired, and parliament enacted 
in 1503' that" no masters, wardens and fellowships of crafts 
or misterieii nor any of them, nor any rulers of gilds and 
fraternities take upon them to make any acta or ordinances, 
nor to execute any acts or ordinances by them here afore 
made, in diminution of the prerogative of the king, nor of 
other, nor against the common profit of the realm n; unless 
their ordinances were approved by the Chancellor or the 
Justices of Assizes. • 

The third object which the gilds had professed to serve was app.--... 
that of obtaining wr conditions for those who worked in the ~ 
trade; instances of difficulty between the journeymen and tbe 
rising class of employers have been mentioned abOve', but in 
the tune of Henry vm the mischiefs were so patent as to 
attract the attention of the Iegis1ature. This point is of very 
special interest as it helps to explain the reason of the dis
placement of industry which characterised the times. 
Restrictions had been imposed on adulission both to 
merchant companies< and to other corporations by charging Fiou. 

;'xcessive fees on apprenticeship. U Divers wardens. and ..... l6Sl. 

fellowships have made acts and ordinances that every 
prentice shall pay at his first entry in their common hall to 
Lhe wardens of the sawe fellowship some of them forty 
shilling>!, BOme thirty, some twenty, some thirteen and four-

• See above, p. «6. 16 H. VL 0. 6. 
• See above, p ..... 

I 19H. VRo.7. -. 
-12K. Vn.o.L 



512 THE TUDORS. 

.. ~Pi5~~85 ~;t:;\'Z:~~:: :~~s:!;h!::e'::;l::::e::~.~a:;~e~~ 
great hurt of the king's true subjects putting their child to 
be prentice' ''; it was therefore enacted that no craft should 
charge more than half· .... crown as an apprentice fee and three 
and fourpence as a fine at the end of his term of service. 

Of still greater practical significance were the grievances 
of the journeymen for which redress was provided in 1536. 
Previous acts relating to craft abuses are recited and the 
statute proceeds, "sithen which several acts estaplished and 
made, divers masters, wardens and fellowships of crafts have 
by cautel and subtle means practised aud compassed to" 
defraud and delude the said good and wholesome statutes, 
causing diverse apprentices or young men immediately after 
their years he expired, or that they be made free of their occu· 

Oadul. pation or fellowship, to be sworn upon the holy Evangelist 
at their first entry, that they nor any of them after their 
years or term expired shall not set up, nor open any shop, 
house, nor cellar, nor occupy as freeman without the assent 
and license of the master, wardens or fellowship of their 
occupations upon pain of forfeiting their freedom or oth~r like 
penalty; by reason whereof'the said prentices and journeymen 
be put to as much pr more charges thereby than they before
time were put unto for the obtaining and entering of their 
freedom, to the great hurt and impoverishment of the said 
prentices and journeymen and other their friends'." Such 
restrictions naturally resulted in the withdrawal ~f the 
journeymen to set up shops hi su barbs or villages where 
the gild had no jurisdiction; and from this they were not 
precluded, in all· probability, by the terms of their oath. 

~. U50. This might often be their only chance of getting employ
ment, as the masters were apparently inclined to overstock 
their .shops with apprentices, rather than he at the expense 
of retaining a full proportion of journeymen'. 

~ gila. 147. Snch were the abuses connected with the craft 
~ gilds; it is obvious that they were working badly, aDd the 

policy which Henry VII. aud Henry VIIl pursued was 

122H. vm. .. 4. 128H.vm. .. 6. 
I 8 and 4EoL VLo. 22. 
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sound; they carried on the work, which Wid been already ~',14S0 
begun, of nationalising the gilds. The increase of capitalism -L>5&. 

had rendered the old system of municipal regnlation, exercised 
through householders, nugatory, and the abuses called for 
the intervention of parliament or the crown. Bemy \II. \ 
took a decided step in transferring the supervision of the I 
ciaft; gilds from the mnnicipal anthorities to the Judges'; 
and they could be conveniently used for administrative L 
pnrposes when they were thus brought under effective control. . 'Pportd 

The gilds :!till appeared to be the most effective instrnmeJlts ,. liN 

• for regulating each industry and keeping it in good order, and 
the Tudor kings continued to employ them for this purp<lll8o 

'lIbe TudOIs coutinued to pursue a protective policy against ::r~ 
alien workmen, such as had come into vogue under Edward IV., 
and the struggle between the Londou craft.s and the alieu • 
workers was at last decided by the victory of the gilds" in . 
1523. The aliens were prohibited from taking more than 
two journeymen, and they were forbidden to take aliens as 
apprentiCES; by a still more stringent clause, every alien 
handicraftsman in any part of the City or within two miles 
of it was to be uuder the search and reformation of the 
London wardens of bis craft, who were, however, to choose a oud...., .. 
stranger to act along with them in searching, viewing and = .. 
reforming the aliens at their work, and in assigning their 
trade marks. Similar powers were to be exercised by the 
craft; gilds, or, when no gild of the ciaft; existed, by the 
borough authorities, over alien workmen all over England. 

There were complaints from the pewtereIs and brasiers Qf 6nui<n. 

London and York as to the frauds perpetrated by those who LD. 150&. 

carried on the trade in out-of-the-way places, or who stole 
the materials, did bad work and used false weights. . The 
remedy was again found by insisting that the standard 
adopted by the London gild should be everywhere adopted; \ 
the ciaft; gilds in every town and borough were to have the 
right of search in towns, and the Jnstices of the Peace to 
appoint searchers for the shires", 

1 19 BeD.1'J' VILc. 7. 
",. and 16 H. TIII. .. 2. See OIl _tie< ___ -" 10 oIiea 

cordwainers. 8 B. vm.. Co 10. 
• 19 H. VB. 0. 6. 

C.IL 83 
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l""r'lll<l.,n.. . 
PreCIsely lnmilar steps were taken in 1532 with regard to 

the coopers, who had, perhaps with the connivance of the 
brewers, been making barrels of uncertain and insufficient 
size. The London coopers were to have search and to gauge 
and mark all barrels turned out in London; and in towns 
where no gild of coopers existed the local authorities were to 
insist on the same standards being used '. In the same way 
the tallow-chandlers were to search oils, and to destroy such 
as were mingled or corrupt s. 

LU>lhtr '. The leading trades of the country were dealt with in similar 
~~485. fashion; Hemy VIL defined the respective relations of the. 

tanners, curriers, and cordwainers', in the hope of securing 
better work if each man was only responsible for one I'b-rt of 
the process; in 1512 the fellowship of curriers in London 
was given the right of .earch over the tanners, and also over 
the fellowship of alien cordwainers'. The evil did not abate, 
however, since in 1533 few of the king's subjects could either 
"go or ride either in shoes and boots," and by the .dct C01I

cerning tru8 tanning and /J'IJ8T')/ing of leather' the powers of 
the fellowship of curriers to search in London were confin:ned, 
and the mayors were instructed to appoint cordwainers or 
others to search all tanned leather. The interest of the 
feJlowships of saddlers and of girdlers in the matter was 
acknowledged, and perhaps stimulated, by giving them 
shares in the forfeitnres under the Act. 

Dy.... A precisely similar measure was passed with regard to 
..... 1023. the dyeing of cloth'; the wardens of the mistery of dyers 

ill each corporate town might search the dye-houses within a 
mile compass of each town, and in places where no wardens 
existed, the local officers were to do it instead. =.'9 The regulation of the cloth-manufacture continued to be 

..... 1488. a matter of interest; from very early times it had been 
.conducted by royal officials, and was only committed to the 

gilds in special cases. The manufacture had expanded 
rapidly in the fifteenth century. In some parts of Englaud 
a very large trade was being carried on, as we gather from 

, 28 K. vm. ... 4. The _ of ma' ........ eaUed fA> Iblo AA:& bJ pr0cla-
mation. TfIdor p~, 2i Ap.1622:. \I Stow, 1lwH" Book •• c. l2;, 

• IH. vn.c.., aud19K. vn. •. 19; of. _2 H. n .. 7. 
'SB.VIll.c.IO. 't4B.vm.e.L • 24B.vnLo.2. 
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the history of Jack of Newbury', But them was every dis- A.D:l486 

position to push the business farther; the advantage which -1_ 
England possessed for this branch of industry may not 
improbably have been impressed on the mind of Henry VII. 
when be was a refugee at the court of Burgundy, The 
West Riding had been a centre of the clothing trade before Wut 

his time', but there is much probability in the tradition ~TISs. 
that he improved the manufacture, and" secretly procured a 
great many foreigners who were perfectly skilled in the 
manufactltre to come over and instruct his own people here 

• in their beginnings'.n As in previous reigns legislative 
encouragement was given to new industry; the export of 
wool" and of white ashes' was prohibited, so as to supply A.D. 148s. 

materials for making and dressing the cloth; and gilds were 
partially recognised as executive bodies',for in 1550 an Act • 
was passed for the true making of woollen cloth'; the w&rdens 

.of the cloth workers, wherever they existed, were empowered 
to act along with public authorities in seeing that the 
regulations were properly carried out. On the other hand 
in 1552,-when a great Act was passed which enumerates a 
variety of cloths produced in different parts of the realm, and 
thus gives a brief survey of the whole manufacture through

'out the kingdom,--a somewhat different line was taken. 
The subject was examined with the. advice of drapers, shear
men and others, but the execution of the Act appears to 

. have rested with the municipal authorities pure and simple', 
.and the trades in their corporate capacities are no longer 
recognised for this purpose. 

1 John Wwchcomb, who died in 1619, waa a clothier whose prosperity became 
D.lJ'overbial and wu celebrated in • sixteenth ~tury ballad. (A.ahleYI Eo. Bill. L 
ii. 265.) "Within one roome being large and long, There stood two hundred 
Loomes full strong; Two hundred meu.. the truth is ..0, Wrought in theae Loomes. 
aU in • row." Eat'b weaver was IS8isted by ". pretty bo7"; on tile same 
Jtr8IDisea were employed a bundred women in carding, two hundred maidens if. 
spWning, one hundred and ifty children in sorting &he wool; afty Dearmen, 
&Dd eighty rowen, besides forty men in the dye-house. and twenty persons in 
.the fu.lli.ng·mill. 

I Wateon. Ho1i/a,a" p. 66. • Defoe, Pltmo/ Eng14d aomrntree, 127, 129. 
It 4 H. vn. o.l1j 22 H. vm. 0. I; 87 B. VIU. 0.15. 
6 2 and 8 E. VI. o. U. 
I Compare the authority 'given to the woolman of London with regard to the 

winding and Joldin8 of wool in all parta of the kingdom. 2'tulor .ProelamotioM, 

Ms.; :~:r:E. VL Co 2. Compare the proc1amadon of April 17,1549. AU mcl& 
'proclamatiom. 8 6 aild 6 E. VL Co 6. 
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Som~nstructive illustrations of the difficulties with 
which the legislature had to contend, in its efforts to regulate 
and encourage industry, are furnished by the worsted manu
facture in Norfolk. The trade had been organised with eight 
wardens in 1467', but it had remained in a stationary or 
declining condition till 1495 i this was attributed to the 
action of the statute of Henry IV. respecting apprentices, 
"by reason whereof the young people of the said city he 
grown to idleness, vices and other diverse misgovernances'." 
This Act was consequently repealed so far as tlle citi£ens 
of "Norwich were concerned, the custom of a seven years' • 
apprenticeship was enforced, and the shearmen of Norwich 
(always subject to the authority of the mayor) were to 'have 
search over the shearmen, dyers, and calenderers of worsted. 
The powers thus vested in the worsted shearmen interfered 

I 
with the rights of the old-established shearmen who plied 
their craft in regard to cloth of all sorts; and we have the. 
usual trouble about disputed jurisdiction between two crafts; 
this led in 1504 to a minor alteration of the Act of 1+95, 
and in 1514 order w~ tsken with respect to the process. of 
calendering; dry calendering was forbidden, and those who 
did the work were to serve a seven years' apprenticeship and 
satisty the Mayor of Norwich and two masters of the craft· 
of their ability to do this work well'. Under these various 
regulations the trade w~ much increased and multiplied in . 
Norwich and the adjoining towns; but since it was " costly 
and painful" for the people of Yarmouth and Lynn, "who 
were daily using and practising the making of the said cloths 
more busily and diligently than in times past." to take the 
worsteds to be examined at Norwich, the worsted weavers of 
Yarmouth were to he permitted to choose a warden of their 
own'; as soon as there should he ten householders of the 
said craft of worsted weavers at Lynn, they were to have the 
same privilege. The whole was recited in an Act of 1534, 
which makes some provisions for trade marks, limits the 
number of apprentices to two for each worker, and exempts 

1 7 E. IV. c. L See above, p. 435 . 
• 11 B. vn. c.ll; 19 H. vn. e. 11 . 
• 14 and 16B. vm..c.8. 
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Lynn and Yarmonth from the obnoxionsAct of Henryrv.; it A..D.l486 

also insists that the whole process of manufacture; shearing, -1658. 

calendering, dyeing and all, should take place before the 
cloth is exported'. This series of statutes is ,instructive in 
many ways, hut especially becanse it shows that the need of 

regulation was strongly felt. Parliamentary regulation was \ 
superseding merely municipal authority in t~e control of 
trade affairs, but the old institutions continued to .be used, 
80 far as was practicable. It was the policy of the govern-
menl; to ~rganise and recreate misteries, or fellowships, 

• or craft gilds in places where they did not then exist, so long 
as they were really kept in subjection to parliamentary or 
judi~ial authority. 

There were other matters connected with tbe worsted w ... 1. 

trade that demanded attention; the Norfolk trade depended l'\ 
on a supply of .'11'001 from the Norfolk breed of sheep, and 

. in 1541 sufficient yarn from this wool could no longer be 
obtained by the local weavers, as it was bought up by little 
and little by regrators who exported it to Flanders, and we 
have a statute against the regrators 'of yarn'. A general 
statute against the regrators of wool was so worded' as to A.D. 16~ 

render illegal the operations of the middlemen, who supplied 
the Norwich spinners with 8a. worth or one shilling's worth 
at a time; and this made it impossible for the poor to get wool 
to spin, so that further modification was needed'. These D.1547. 

may appear to be the merest trivialities, but they are worth 
meptioning, since they serve to show the great practical dif
ficulties with which the legislature had to contend during 
the whole of the period whell serious efforts were made to 
develope native industry by governmental interference; the 
aim of these measures was one thing, but they often had 
indirect effects which were unforeseen and which rendered 
subsequent modification inevitable. 

148. In so far as the control of industry was thus 
nationalised, and effective measures were taken for securing 
the use of honest materials and good workmanship through
out the country, the old centres of industry would lose any 

1 26 H. vm. Co 18. 
I 8'1 B. VDI. o. 16. 

• asH. vm. c. 16.. 
"lEd. VI.c.6. 
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A.D. 1486 advantage they possessed by a special reputation for good 
-l668. manufacture. The displacement of industry from these 

ancient towns was also accelerated by other causes, for they 
had not only lost their advantage, but suffered from oon
siderable drawbacks in attempting to oompete with new 

DM"1IOf I districts. The pressure of the apprenticeship Act of Henry IV., 
::;:;:'''0 the heavy assessments which they paid for the wars with 

France and for Henry VIL's unnecessary exactions, and lastly 
the regulations made by the gilds with regard to ~prentice8 
and journeymen, were all telling against the old oorporate 
towns; they were at a disadvantage as oompared with neigh-· 
bouring villages, and there was as a oonsequence a. con
siderable displacement of industry from old centres to new 

• ones, or to suburbs. 
w ..... ,... An excellent instance may be found in the oomplaint of 

the clothiers of Worcester, Evesham, Droitwich, Kidder
minster and Bromsgrove with regard to a trade which had 

'.1>.1594. been existing from a very early time. "Whereas the said 
city, burghs and towns' have been in time past well and 
substantially inhabited, occnpied, maintsined and upholden 
by reason of making of woollen cloths, called long cloths, 
.hort cloths and other cloths, as well whites, hlues, and brown 
bIdes, and the poor people of the said city, burghs, towns 
and of the oountry adjoiniug to them daily set awork as in 
spinning, carding, breaking and sorting of wools, and -the 
handycrafts there inhabiting as weavers, fullers, shearmen 
and dyers, have been well set awork and bad sufficient living 
by the same, until now within few years past that diverse 
persons inhabiting and dwelling in the hamlets, thorps and 
villages adjoining to the said city, burghs and towns within 
the said shire, for their private wealths, singular advantage 
and oommodities, nothing regarding the maintenance and 
upholding of the said city, burghs and towns, nor the poor 
people which bad living by the same, have not only engrossed 
and taken into their hands diverse and sundry farms and 
become farmers, graziers" and husbandmen, but also do 

I 25B. VIn.c.18. 
" The point 0/ this ..... pJoiut, .. iD reganllo Hemp at Bridport, bad rot ...... 

10 the price 0/ ...... 
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exereise, use and occupy Ule misteries of cloth making, A.D. 1486 

weaving, fulling and shearing within Uleir said houses, and do -lli68. 

make all manner of cloths, as well brOad cloths, whites and 
plain cloths, within their mid houses in the countries abroad 
to the great decay, depopulation and ruin of the said city, 
towns and bwghs." It was therefore enacted that none were 
to make cloths in W oroestershire but the residents in the towns, 
and with a view of facilitating the return of the craftsmen i\ 
was ordered thai; houSe rent should not be raised to clothiers 
.. bove thtt current rate of the preceding twenty years. ' 

Precisely simiiaz, measures were also passed with regard ..... 1529-

to Bridport about rope-making, which was a trade of special 
impOrtance for naval purposes', and another abont coverlets ..... l5<S. 

in Yorkshire: none were to be made but in the city of York, 
and the wardens of their craft were to have the right of • 
'search all over the country'. There ie some evidence in 1550 
of the special difficulties to which London artisans were 
exposed "as well in bearing and paying of tax~ tallages, 
subsidies, scot, lot, and other charges as well to the kings 
majesty as to the said city and ali many and sundry 
triumphs' and other times for the kings honour,- eo that 

. there was a danger of the freemeu being driven away'. In 
the time of Philip and Mary the eame sort of change.was ..... l555. 

taking place in Somerset, and the weavers and other artisans 
were moving iuto villages where they escaped the supervision 
that would have been exercised over them in Bridgewater'. 

Nor was thie a merely local affair which' was ouly to be 
noticed in oue or two dietricts; it was a cause of general 
complaint by John Coke, the Secretary of the Merchant 
Ad venturers, in hie vapid reply to the Debat8 of tM Heralds', 
and 'it called forth a statute in 15540 of a perfectly general 
character. The preamble sets forth how the cities were. 
formerly very populously inhabited by craftsmen, and the 
childreu a were civily brought up and instructed· so that the 

I 21 B. VIll. .. H. • !It aDd 8& 1I. VIll. c. 10. 
a 8 and 4 Ed. VLe.. m. ItandIP.UJdILe. U. 
, • Abo if ..... clo&hieno ...... C!CIIIIDIImUIed to tIIIbab7te ill .......... they do ill 

~PIa~_"HoIaudeaud_pIoceo, .... ahuldha .... _good 
lo ...... iIlEngland .. :rouha .. iIl _tIIldalolhlJuertllldtruolyormodeoo&wy<h
ot&odynge JOur bnggeo.· John Coke, DoboU. floe ahIo AImsIroog (Pauli). po 6t. 
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A.D. 1480 kings could obtain the services of many persons well fur
-1658. Dished for the wars, and the towns could pay fifteenths and 

tenths, which were far too high for them in their impoverished 
Bttail condition. The most pressing mischief arose from the way 
d<ak". in which linendrapers, woollendrapers, haberdashers and 

grocers in the country districts, not only carried on the trade 
where they lived, but interfered with the retail trade in the 

, towns 88 well; and it W88 provided that countrymen might 
not retail goods in market towns except' at fairs '. From this 
very curious statute we may see that the migration "findustry 
had gone so far, that the retail dealers were forced to follow 
the artisans in order to get a livelihood, and that the older 

_ towns were decaying, not merely 88 places for industry'but 
88 centres for buying and selling. There were so few 

, substantia.! householders' who were not concerned in the 
victualling business and eligible for the duty, of regUlating' 
the assize of bread and ale', that the regulations of the 
statutes were relaxed in their favour in 1512 '. 

What' has been proved so far is the general decay of 
English towns in the fourteenth or. fifteenth centuries, the 
effects of which were patent in the sixteenth; we llave 81so 
found evidence of the displa<,ement of iudustry in particular 
ceut,res where it was migrating from the older towns to the 
country districts; while there are indications of the growt.h 
of one important industry and the partial recovery of Great 
Yarmouth; the whole picture would become more complete 
if we could name any new towns which were beginning to. 

N,,,, _ •. come into prominence. But it is much harder to date the 
expansion of a village into a town, than to mark precisely 
the signs of the decline of what had once been a flourishing 
city into a mere village. There are, however, three of the 

M .... 
cAuter. 
4.».1477. 

great modern centres of industry which began to come iuto 
• notice iIi the Tudor reigns. Manchester is casually referred 

to as a market town in the time of Edward IV.', but it is 
spoken of in 1542' 88 a flourishing centre of textile manu
facture, both linen aod woollen, especially of Manche.ter 

11 and 2 P.ODd M. .. 7. • 12 Ed. IL c. 6. 6 B. IL .. 9 •• 
• s a v= c. 8. .. Mauy ODd &he mod pori of &he dtieo, Inugha ODd ........ 

corporate wiihiD thia realm of England be falleD ill rum and deca,.. I, 
j flot. Parl. VL 182 a. , as H. VW. c.. i5. 
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cottons and Manchester freizes'. Leland gives a most inter- A.D. H8S 

esting picture of Birmingham as it was in his time, and we ~~~52. 
may picture it as a mere village, but with very active forges Bi ...... g· 

and ironworks '. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth the Lord limn. 

of the Manor of Sheffield' permitted the formation of a 8Tuffidd. 

company of cutlers there. In each 01 these cases an ancient 
village, which was still under manorial government, and had 
not risen to the rank of a corporate town, comes into notice 
as a centre of the active industrial life through which it has 
subsequeatly attained a world-wide fame. The assessment 

, of 1334, which rendered the Lancastrian taxation so heavy 
to the older corporate towns, was in all probability but 
lightly felt in these rising villages; and we may surmise 
that craft gilds bad never obtained lIny considerable sway. 
It is not improbable too that London was greatly rein- • 
vigorated at this time'. The new companies, such as the L .. dOA 

Muscovy Merchants, the Turkey Merchants and others, were 'rade. 
mostly composed of London citizens, and the 1-apid growth . 
of the capital' gave rise to much anxiety, which found expres-
sion under Elizabeth and Charles 1. 

149. . Since the corporate towns were thus decaying" o.Uo 
it seems to follow that municipal institutions for t,he re- Et:~" 
glilation of trade would be in a moribund condition. .The VI. 

craft gilds, in so far as they were merely municipal, and had 
not been nationalised by royal charter or parliamentary 
legislation, had little power for good, and they had long been 
complained of as detrimental to the public; they were ready 
to vanish away'. In the reign of Edward VI.. their prestigej 
suffered seriously by the confiscation of the property theYl 
held for religious purposes, while it also appears that their! 
powers, for good or for evil, were greatly diminished.. I 

1 6 QUd 6 Ed. VL 0. 6. '!'he ·cot.tons' were a kind of woollen manuftl.cture . 
• Leland, lV. 11'- • Hunler, Hall4m8Ai ... (Golty), p. 150. • 
, Compare Armstrong's complaint in Pauli, Drei DtmJ.;.cArijtdA I p. 40. 
,lo Some of lho York gilds, which had the right of 'VOting in city elections. 

disappeared about the middle of U1e sixteenth centlll'1. (Miss M. Sellers. ill Eng. 
JJillt. BetMtD. 1:1:. 279.) Ollier crafts contiuued &0 wst and to exercise their 
municipal rights of election to the common COQllcil under the Charter of 
Henry vm., but U I88ID8 donhtful whether they exercised much direct authority 
over their respective trades. It &ppear8 that they served as mere asses801'8 ill the 
Mayor's Co~ in trade disputes, and did not exercise coercive POW8l'8 of, their own 
aller 1&19. (Drake, EIIoroc.m, 4&1&.) 



A.D. 1485 
-1658. 

IM. 
criminat-

:rui1a"'~ 
p,oper<t/. 

522 THE ;tUDORS. 

The generally accepted opinion', that the entire property 
of the gilds was confiscated by Somerset in 1547, can no 
longer be maintained without considerable modification. 
Professor Ashley' has shown that the confiscatory statute' 
was drafted in most careful terms, and discriminated clearly 
between the property devoted to religious and to secular 
purposes. All the property of gilds which simply existed 
for religious purposes was taken away; but the property of 
craft gilds was left untouched, except in so far as it was held 
in trust for some religious purpose; in such calles it was 
swept away as superstitious. But even though the statute 
was thus discriminating, it may be doubted whether con· 
siderable loss was not inflicted on the gilds in their se<!ular 
character. Gilds which were founded for purely religious 
objects occasionally devoted their funds to works of secular 
importance, like the repairing of roads, bridges or sea walls; 
it is not clear that such bodies would escape under this Act, 
though at Wisbech' the inhabitants were able, by paying a 
heavy fine, to obtain the position of a corporate town and to 
retain the possessions of the Trinity Gild. The real questipn 
is as to the fairness of the commissioners in enforcing the 
Act; some educational foundations were spared as had been 
don,e in 1546', but since this was the work which the royal 
advisers professed to have chiefly at heart', they could 
hardly do less. On the other hand the story of the diffi· 
culties connected with the preservation of the hoopital at 
CoventryT renders it doubtful whether they were scrupulous 
in maintaining charitable provision for old age; and it is 
difficult to understand the precise motive of the Grocers" 
and other companies in attempting to conceal their lands' if 
there w"'!. no danger that the commissioners would deprive 
them of their property. 

I J. ToalmiJJ Smith. EfI{/liiA Gilth,250. Rogers. Bie Oenlu,w" 849. 
t BU1fIOfIIieHm.Lii.l45. 'IU VI.e.tL 
• WalaoD, WWbecl.l69 f. , AI LadIatr. EogIiM OildI,l98. 
I No new IChools in Yorbhi:re were founded by Edward VL. and .:me .w..t.ing 

edoeational foundati0D8 were diaeol.,ed. Page, CAd,.",. CerlijkGtu. II., D. 
f It appears from Dugdale's Wonok.bkWe. &hat &II. Janda of J1'ord'. Hospital 

were claimed by .... Crown UDder tho Acl, ODd thai Bond'. ~ta1 w .. .... 
f01Dlded by • ,.Ieu& In 2 Ed. VL Boo ..... B. II. Clay, lip. cU. 2'.$. . 

• Strype'. Stoul. &'roer,Jl. v.171. • Clode, Eart, Hiltory.l44. 
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Though the charaCter of the Act of 154'1 has been mi8- A.D. 1485 

represented and its effect exaggerated, it is difficult to believe o~s;a;... 
that it passed over the craft gilds and left them unscathed .• trio ...... 

Another measure in 1.549' struck a mo~ direct blow, not at " 
their property but at their powers'. It was especially aimed 
at victuallers and cooks, and it decreed that any brotherhood 
or company of any craft or mistery of victuallers which 
combined to raise prices should be immediately dissolved; 
but it aIso prohibited any artisans or workmen from making 
those verY regulations which it had been the chief function 

• of the c .... ft gilds to enforce .. Workmen were not to conspire 
or make oaths that they shall not do their work but at a 
givei. rate, or shall not work but at certain times and hours. 
This enactment seems to strike a blow at the powers of all 
the craft gilds, in so far as any of them rested on merely 
municipal authority, and' had not been re-enforced by the 
crown or by legislation. 

In any case, the day of these municipal institutions was 
over; as was pointed out above, they were hardly consistent 
with capitalist production; and the leading manufactur«\ of 
the country was being organised more and more on the new 
lines. John Winchcomb was a great employer of labour, who FfJ<'oria.· 

seems to have been under little restriction as to the number ' 
of his apprentices or the conditions of his journe~en. 
Stump, who fitted up monastic buildings at Malmesburyas 
a sort of factory', was a man of a similar type; that cloth-
making had assumed a capitalistic type is no longer a mere 
inference, and the evidence is confirmed by the terms of the 
Act of 1555, which shows that this trade had got into the 
hands of employers. with large capitals. "For as much as 
the weavers of t4is realm have as well at this present 
parlia.ment 88 at diverse other times, complained that the 

1 ~ IDd 8 EeL VI. .. 16. The tblrd oeetio. of Ihls Act relating to the bnilding 
trades was repealed in &he following year, B a.nd 4 Ed. VI. o. 20, but the sections 
.11IIl1IIArieed In tho IBn wsre made perpetual by ~ and 2S CharI .. n. c. 19, and 
on1y repealed In 1825. 

I In Scotland where these measures did not operate the re.tDJLins of the gild 
system are far more obvious Ulan iD English k)wns; as in S. Mary Magdalene's 
Ch.pe11n the Cowgale In EdInburgh or tho TrinIty HaJlIn Abard.... • 

• Leland. Iii •• Ii 58. 0. tho Tamee 01 Cirencoator and Fairlora compare 
""Mrs Green. TOlD" Lif~. U. 68, and Leland. Itin. T. 65.. 
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rich and wealthy clothiers do many ways oppress them,.some 
by setting up and keeping in their houses diverse looms, and 
keeping and maintaining them by journeymen and persons 
unskilful, to the decl!-y of a great number of artificers which 
were brought up in the said science of weaving, their families, 
and households, some by engrossing of looms into their hands 
and possession and letting them out at such unreasonable 
rents as the poor artificers are not able to maintain them
selves, much less -their wives, family and children, some also 

. py giving much less wages and hire for the we!ving and 
workmanship of cloth than in times pa:st they did '." Economic· 
conditions would cooperate with the decay of the towns. and 
the action of Parliament, to hamper the old craft gilds, but 
therfi is no reason to believe they were' actively stamped out 

• or entirely suppressed, Even if their prestige was lowered 
'and their authority sapped they might still linger on; before 
the close of Elizabeth's reign there was a reaction in public 
opinion in favour of some institution of the 'kind, and they 
were reconstituted, or companies which corresponded to them 
were created anew, But these Elizabethan institutions differed 
from those they had replaced in two particulars-they were 
nationa.! not merely municipa.! institutions, for they drew 
their powers from Parliament or the Crown; they were also, 
in their composition, capitalistic associations, and thus they 
were in close accord with the changed conditions of the times. 

The increasing importance of capital in industry may 

A.D. 1550. 

a.Iso be indirectly gathered from measures which were pussed 
in the reigns of Edward VL and his si"ter, Steps were 
taken to prevent employers from hiring their journeymen by 
the week or for other short periods; and . they were also pro-

• 
hibited from overstocking with apprenti~, as 'each man was 
to have one journeyman to every three apprentices', Those who 
are familiar with the discussion which has arisen in our own 
time about uncertainty of employmem and' hourly hirings',' 
or with the eighteenth century outcry about' overstocking 
with pauper apprentices',' will have no difficulty in recognising 
in suc? phenomena the symptoms of capitalistic industry. 

12 aDdS P. and M.e.Ii. I Sand" E. VLe. 21. ... 
• Ituluatri4l BeaM~ CflJtferftU R~porl. pp. 9i. 106. "Breut&no. CLXSD.,. 
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There is another striking in.:,--tance or the important part A.D:_1485 

which industrial capital was beginning to assume in connection -laos. 
with textile manuf'aetures. Russets. satins and fustians of Plali.g 

Naples bad been imported into the kingdom in large quantities - lNi,,_ 

and the Norwich worsted trade was said to be suffering in 
"COnsequence. It 0CClllTed to certain substantial men or that 
-city, however', that it might be possible to introduce the 
Weign art into this countty; and the Mayor with six Alder-
men and six other merch8.nts of Norwich had, a at their great 
costs and charges. as well in bringing or certain strangers from 

,the parbs beyond the sea into the said city, as also in making 
looms and all other provision for the same," introduced the 
art, Ifnd set twenty-one weavers to learn it, so that the russets 
and fustians or N oiwich were better and cheaper than those ..... 1555. 

of Naples. They accordingly 6btained _an Act of Parliament 
by which they were incorporated, and bad power given them 
to regulate the manufacture and to choose wardens who should 
search for defective goods. This is, so far as I know, the first 
venture of capitalists to import the necessary plant and the 
necessary skill so as to introduce a new trade; the craft; gilds I 
bad originated as associations of those who were actual workers, 
but it is evident that this was a corporation consisting not ofl 
artisans but of capitalists. Just as the merchants of Bristol 
were empowered to make discoveries ana trade to the ";est, 
and the London merchants to send their expeditions to the 
north and ea...t, so were these Norwich merchants associated, 
but for an industrial and not a trading enterprise. We might 
push the analogy farther and notice that in both cases they 
were enabled to form a regulated and 1j.ot a joint-stock 
company_ The efforts which were made to -develop mining 
in England' with the help of Germans and others in the 
sixteenth century must certainly have proceeded on capi-
talist lines. The increased attention which was now given 
to industrial improvement was at least congruent with the 
new importance which capital was assuming in industty. 

I land9 P. and U. 0.14.. 
'~ • .dI;"'I~= 
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V. THE LAND QUESTION. 

150. The Tudor reigns were a period of great discontent 
and some disorder in rural districts; the tendencies which 
had begun to operate after the Black Death were causing 
results which were viewed with great anxiety; the depopu-' 
lation of some parts of the realm-with the dearness of 
provisions which was supposed to be associated with it'
seemed to be a great political' danger. The remarks of 
such writers as Sir Thomas More', the Chancellor of the 
Realm, and Thomas Starkey, a Royal Chaplain', are con-. 
clusive as to the wide range over which the change was 
progressing, as well as the preamble of the Act of 11534'. 

;~~"'4 It is necessary, however, to look at the matter a little 1D0re 
... nag •• , closely, in order to appreciate the reasons which rendered the 
.. ,., new methods of land management profitable, and to note 

the precise nature of the injuries which were being inHicted 
on some classes of the rur .. l population. ' ::t ..... , There were doubtless many landlords who used their 

for ,h"p land as sheep runs', and this was the form of the new land 
management which struck the popular imagination. But this 
was only one of the ways in which the new order was proving 
incompatible with the old; whatever was inconsistent with 
the' traditional customary husbandry was injurious to a 
peasantry whd preferred to carry on their work by the 
methods to which they were habituated. Improved land 
management of any kind implied the withdrawal of some 
open fields or some portion of the waste from use in common: 
it was the destruction of the "territorial shell" of the 

, traditional agricultural organisation, and was spoken of as 
/"'" enclosing. Neither a landlord nor a tenant could use his ::=.. land exclusively, in the way in which he could tum it to 
htubtmdry, 

I On ibis point tho judgment of CODtemporariee teeDUI to have been miataken~ 
There appean Ie have been DO ltisproport.ioDale riBe III !he price 01 com and oIher 
victuals. It was & time when aD. priceI ware rising. Strype, Zce. Mem, D. i. 146 
and D. ii. 859. 

, Utopia, p. 41. 
, Dia/ogMe ~ a""'i..z Po" .,., n ..... up ... (E. B. T. 8.), p. '12; 

Introduction, See. 2, refs. ~ 
c 2:i H. vm. c. 18. I See p. 448 above. 
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most advantage, without depriving his neighbours of some of A.D. 1485 

the rights they had previously exercised. If a portion of the -1568. 

common waste were enclosed, the area on which the tenants . 
could pasture their cattle was diminished, and they -might 
:find it impossible to keep their stock in proper condition. 
A similar injury, though on a smaller scale, was done by the 
enclosure of adjacent strips in the arable fields, as the 
commoners could no longer let their cattle range over the 
whole of the stubble in what had once been common fields. 
The nat11¥ of the evil becomes most clear when we refer to 

, It present day illustration afforded by recent troubles in the 
north-west of Scotland. The position of the Sliye crofter is, 
ecooomically at all events, closely analogous to that of the 
husbQ,D.ds in the Tudor times; a struggle has arisen between 

.. the small farmer working his holding on traditional 
lines and the leaseholder or tacksman with a farm', which 
he worked on the most remunerative system. The precise 
grievances alleged are 'very sim ilar, as in many instances 
sheep farming was very profitable. Sometimes we hear 
more of eviction and the pulling down of houses, sometimes 
of deprivation of pasture and the consequent inability 
of the crofters to farm at a profit>. The parallel becomes 
eVen more close when we remember that much of the de
populating in Tudor ti)Iles was made not so. much for profit, 
and the keeping of sheep, as for the amenity of enjoying a 
park, and for sport. "If they will needs have some deer for qr for4,er. 

their vain pleasure, then let them take such heathy, woody 
ani:! moory grounds as is unfruitful for corn and pasture so 
that the common wealth be not robbed; and let them make 
good defence that their poor neighbours joining with them 
be not devoured of their com and grass'." The ·fashion of 
imparking 'seems to have been less prevalent in Elizabeth's 
time, and some of those who realised that it was a usoless 
extravagance began to dispark their land'. 

1 Sy1.:e Oro/Ur" Communo,. .&port, App. A" pp. 6, 86. 
'I Report, p. 91. 
I H. Brinklow, Ctnnplo.ynJ oj Botleryc1.: Mon (Eo E. T. S.), p. 17. WhitLaker's 

If?talley. u. 188 . 
• Harrison. o. 19 in Holin.!W, 846. Norden, SurfJeyor', Dialo~1 118. 
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A.D. 1485 There can be no doubt that in some cases there was 
:;165S'/4 deliberate depopulating' on the part of landlords who desired tiZOl:y . 
1."dl""d. to get.the whole of the area into their own hands and to use 

it in the way that gave them most profit or pleasure. The 
practice of granting land on lenses of lives had become 
common', so that on an estate where the new system of land 
management was adopted, the tenantry could be gradually 
dispoBBessed without any straining of legal rights on the part 
of the landlords; though the greatly increased fines which 
were sometimes demanded' were felt to be a hardship. In 
very many instances; however, it would appear that the. 
landlords were not the prime movers in the matter, but they 
were only to be blamed for giving permiBBion to enterprising 
tenants to enclose'. There is ample evidence that the process 

• lof differentiation was going on among the English peasantry • 
:and yeomen, and that while some felt> the preBBure of the 
inew conditions severely, others were prospering greatly'. 
jFarmers were doing so well that many of them were able to 

aM by :I>uy the lands of unthrifty gentlemen'. These men were not 
r.:.r":OU8 for the most part sheep farmers, but men- who combined 

arable farming with cattle breeding, and carried on what w .... 
known as convertible husbandry'. To do this, however, it 
was necessary to withdraw the land from the customary 
system of tillage, and to he free to fence it, and use it as 
separate closes. This could hardly be managed so long as a 
man had a holding which consisted of many scattered strips': 
what the tenant wished to do, was to get hold. by exchan~e 

J See p. 448 above. HaD.. ForwuJa Boot. D. 181. 
I Bacon. Hen:ry YII. in Wcwb. VI. 94. See also A.. B. JohwKm, op. cit. 61. 
'.d IlUpplicaliOflo/ Poor C.Q1Ammu (E. E. T. S." 79. Serut&on, OtnA11I0tU, 82 . 
• Norden, Bvrreyor. Diologu. 98, 101 . 
• Daven~, tl'p. eit. 86. llaabaeh. Eff!1lui. 4~ IA/xnJrer. Itt. 
a See p. 401. n. 4, above. Barri80n in HoUMIutl, L 215. 
, Cattle breeding had been au important: element in mOll&ltic economy (Sa.,.iue. 

EWJli&4 AiOflU4kr'ia, 194) .. • supply of dairy prodaee ..... needed in large 
eatabliahmenta. Dairy farming, as well as oorn growing, involved the emplo~" 
men&; of labour, and sheep farming. with 4epopolation, wu unfavourable to bc>tb. 

• The pnblication of L. M:ucall'. 6oHnrt--' of OdtUl (1600) and Hulxmd/~ 
Ortlering and G0'0eTtti1l{/ oj POfDlln. (1581) was ligDiflcaut of the iDereued.tteD· 
ti.oD. given kt these branch. of I1D'al industry in the latter pari 01 Elizabeth', reign.. 

8 The Dodor ill the DU~ 0/ tAe CDIUIOII Weed argues that if &he .,.Idem 
of holdinp. each eoDBist.ing 01 eealioered 'lrips, ware mabrtaiDed. eDGJo.w, .ould 
Dot OCCID', p. 66. 
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or purchase of contiguous strips which he could fenre: ~d ~f .. ~~85 
which would form a conVenIent close. The enterpnsmg .. .\0 ...... ,«1 

tenant who wished to work his land on the best system was /wid.,,!/' 

anxious to join several holdings and to work them as one 
furm, and this practice of letting two or three tenantries unto 
one man was particularly singled out for reprobation in 1514 
and subsequent years'. Under these circumstances there 
would be a keen competition for farms, and those who were 
carrying on their business .on the best methods would be 
"ble to o.tbid the men who adhered to the customary 
,system. The man whose holding was in severalty was well 
able to thrive, both as regards ploughing with oxen t, folding 
his skeep on fallow', breeding and rearing lambs', rearing 
calves',!'Ild using his pasture to advantage'; while he could 
8Jso count upon having better crops than grew on the 
common fields. Trouble almost necessarily ensued from th 
inevitable competition between the men who farmed i 
severalty and those who kept to the traditional practice 
Men who practised convertible husbandry were able to affor 
to pay rents' which were ruinous to those who carried on th 
traditional customary tillage. The rise of rents would occu 
in connection with improved agriculture, and not merel 
because the value of the land for sheep-pastq,re had increased. 

The operations of a tenant who obtained leave from the .nd 

lord to farm in severalty were plaiuly injurious to the rest =1,;" 
of the villagers; and it is interesting to note that the most 
dangerous of all the outbreaks against enclosing appears to 
have originated in grievances of this type. There is no 
re ... on to suppose that there had been any great development 
of sheep farming in Norfolk', and the complaints of Kett and 

1 Compare tho Pdition to Benry YllI., 1514, quoted in Bali4thjnnn MS., by 
Fnrnh'an. p. 101. Tyndale, DoctriruU TrW.,u (Parker Soc.), 201. W. Boy, 
Ruk me ond b<.ott .... 'h. (Arbor', Reprint), p. 100. BoIltuU from MS., p. 17. 
HfJtcAiRlori's Wor.b (parker Soc.). SOl; T. Lever, A &:rmo..&tIde in tile SAroudu 
at Poole. (Arber's Reprint); Crowley'a EpigrGm. of Bmc RaUttra (E. E. T. S.). On 
the CODIlection between engrossing and enclosing, compare H. L. Gray, YlWfIIali 

farming in Oz/oms4ire in QuilrUrly JourttGJ ojEcottDfIItiu, :Dn'. m. 
» Fitzherbert, HU8krulry. p. 7. I Ibid. p. 20. 

--. Ibid. pp. 84, 86. 6 Ibid. p. 61. lIS Ibid. p. 71. 
7 T. Lever', &nnon. See Vol. II. lOG1 D.1; Barrisonin HoU .. Atld. L S18. 
S ,.,Da!eoport, op. cit. Sl. 

C'. H. ' 84 
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his followers were almost entirely confined to allegations of 
encroachment on common rights', and to abuses in con
nection with dove-cotes and rights to fishing and to game'. 
Thete is no mention of the pulling down houses in order to 
convert land to pasture, and the excitement might all have 
arisen in connection with piece-meal enclosure by tenants 
for convertible husbandry. Fitzherbert, and tbe other ad
vocates of agricultural improvement appear to have thought 
that it would be possible for all the tenants in a town to 
adopt convertible husbandry, so that all should gain by 
enclosing their holdings into severalty'. But the improved 
husbandry was a labour-saving system; a large area could be 
profitably worked by the tenant himself, without help; and 
each man was anxious to get as large a holding as he could 
manage to advantage. The march of agricultural improve. 
ment involved a certain amount of depopulation; as Harrison 
observed" The ground of a parish is gotten into a few men's 
hands yea sometimes into the tenure of one, two, or three, 
whereby the rest are compelled either to be hired servants 
unto the others or to beg their bread in misery from doq,r to 
door'." This change was not so ruthless as the depopulation 
caused by the introduction of sheep farming, but it was 
practically incompatible with the maintenance of open field~ 
and of the customary tillage. The enclosure of a f~w f"';;:es 
might be felt as a serious grievance even in cases <;here the 
greater part of the parish continued to lie in open fieJds. 

151. The outcry and social disorder which arose in '~n
nection with the introduction of the new system of ~d
management necessitated government interference on seve I 
occasions; the action of the government was directed towar g 

political and social objects, and there was an evident desi e 
not to obstruct the course of agricultural improvement 

1 Bussell, Kett, 48. Compare alao iD. Cambridge; Cooper. ,4maa.t., D. sa. 
I Compare the complaints in 1881. See p. 40S above . 
• Fitzherbert, 8urrleyinge, p. 96. Norden, Suneyflr'. Dialoglte. 99. Compare 

also the agreement quoted by Hr Corbett, Eli=abttha" Village $U'""1l. in lith/a/, 
But. &C. Tnin •.• N.S. Xl. B4. Di«ou,..e 01 Commma Weal, 49; TUNer • .iiH 
Hundrr.d Poiau oj H~. chapa. :l.VUL and LID. 

• Hol'MAd, L 825." 
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There were three points of view from which sheep farmingr'D' 1485' 
with depopulation was to be deprecated: it diminished the -15&11. 

effective fighting force of the realm; it encouraged ab-
senteeism, and it interfered with the raising of the latcgest . 
available supply of food. The political danger of having an 
insufficient number of inhabitants to repel an attack, was 
the point which first 'attracted the attention of Parliament'; 
the Isle of Wight was takel1 up with a few large sheep-runs, St.tutu 

the towns and villages had been let down, the fields dyked ;::,a to 

and made tlasture, and there was no effective force to defend ~~;" 
.the coast against the French; hence it was decreed that no farming 

one was to have more than one farm, or a farm the rent of 
which exceeded ten marks. The lords did not exert them-
selves to put pressure on their tenants as they might have 
done under Henry VIIL's first Acts on the subject'; but in 
1517 the matter was taken up energetically by Wolsey', and 
royal com~sioners were appointed to visit every county 
and to make enquiries on the spot as to the area that had 
been enclosed since 1488, as well as the number of ploughs 
laid down, of houses decayed, and other evidences of depopu-
lation. The result o~ these enquiries survives for several 
counties; it was known in an imperfect form to some previous 
enquirers': but it has been examined with great ~re, 
analysed in detail and published by Mr I. S. Le8.dam·. The 
minute information it "furnishes as to the nature of the 
changes wrought during thirty years is of the greatest 
interest; but it does not appear that the enquiry led to 
successful measures for checking the evils of depopulation, 
In 1536 Parliament enacted that the king should have the 
moiety of all lands decayed since the previous statute was 
passed, till the owners should repair or re-erect houses of 
husbanw:y again'; while another statute prohibited any 

14B. vn. c.16. 
I 6 H. Vill. c. 6 and 7 H. VIII. c. 1. 
I E. F. Gay, InquUitiona of Depopulation. in Royal Hut. Soc. Trani., N.S. 

XIV. 286. 
, Schanz, D. 671 . 

. 6 Transaction.t oj the Royal Hiatoriool 8ocitt}J, VI. 167, VII. 127, vm. 26L 
a 27 H. Vm. c. 2'2. 
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A,D.1485 single grazier from having a flock of more than 2000 sheep', 
-1658. The political danger which arose from the progress of sheep 

farming was also put prominently forward as the grouud for 
the Commissions of enquiry issued in 1547' . 

• nd • We should have heen inclined to suppose that Parlia-
't:.';"". ment would have been as decidedly opposed to depopulating 

for the sake of forming a park; but an exception was made 
in favour of these enclosures. The reason may probably 
have been that the sheep farming proprietor was likely to be 
an absebtee, while the man who indulged in the e,g,ravagance 
of a park was likely to make his country house his home., 
Whatever the faults of monastic management may have 
been', the religious houses were. resident landlords and 
tradition ascribed to them a readiness to perform duties 

• which new men were not nnlikely to ignore. A very 
large area of landed property changed hands abou t tbis 
time', and the evils of enclosure were brougbt into fresb 

1 25 H. vm. 0. IS. 
t The King's ProdlUIlstion is nry explicit. The force aDd pnilaance of this 

our realm, which WD8 wont to be greatly feared of all foreign powers is nry .lpucb 
decayed; our people wonderfully abated. and tbose that remain grievously 
oppressed.. Strype, Eee. Mem. Do ii. 849 also II. i.I46. Compare also the addr~ 
of Hales to his fellow-commissioIl8l9. .. For l&ek of people to defend tl8 against 
our enemies we ahall be • prey for them." Strype. E«" Mem. u. ii. 352-

• See above, p. 450. A tradition B1lrVived in some quaners 88 to the 
kindly relations of mona.steries with their tenants. •• If &Oy poor householder 
laeked seed to sow his h:wd. or bread, corn or malt before harvest, and came to a 
monastery either of men 01' women he abollld not have gone away without belp; 
for he should han had it until harvest, that he might euily have paid it agaiu. 
Yea if he had made his moan for an ox, hone or cow, he might have had it apon 
his credit, and rmch was the good con.scieuce of the bomnf6n in lh~ day. t.bat 
the thing borrowed needed not ioave been asked at the day of paymenL 

.. They never raised an,. rent, or took any income8 or ganomee (fiDet) of their 
tenanta, nor ever broke in 01' improved any commona although Che mos& part and 
the greatest waste grounds belonged io their posaeaaions. If any poor people had 
made their moan at their. day of marnage Iio any Abbey they a:hoald have had 
money given to their great help.· • Happy wu lhat penon tha& wu tenant to 
an abbey, for it. was a rare thing to hear that IIDJ" tenant was removed by takmg 
hill farm OTer hill head, nor was he afraid of aD1 re-entry tor non-payment of rent. 
lt necessity drove him thereto." Cole KSB. (Brititdl HIUleUDl), XII. fol.5, TJu 
Fall of Beligunl. HtItUQ . 

• The difficnltJ' of making auy estimate in figures, either .. to the area of the 
monastic lands or the IUJlO1lDt of their income if; diaeuaed by Sari.oe (EnglUA 
MOfIIUkrie., pp. 16 t.), bllt the IIeD!I8 of inlecurit,. which &he diaolntkm caued 
must have been widespread, and tenants would be am..ioua to oblaio 1euea from 
the De. OWDera even at increased rente (Ibid. 64). 
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prominence liy the action of those who had obtained posses- A.D. 148. 

sion of confiscated lands'. The Act of 1536 had endeavoured -1658. 

to guard against absenteeism and contained a clause that 
the new owners should be bound to keep a good and con-
tinual house and household on the same site, and to keep up 
the same amount of tillage as formerly. 

On the other hand the form of enclosure which was being bu' 

pushed on by enterprising tenants, who desired to have ~':.='Y 
,holdings in severalty, was a real improvement in agriculture, ;k~,k:~ 
and proviaed an increased food supply; aud no government 

• could have seriously set about trying to stop it. Bacon 
explains the discriminating policy which was adopted under 
Henty VII.': The government were content to try and 
guide the change, and to prevent the small men from being 
crowded out, in the hope that the practice of farming in • 
severalty might be adopted generally without injury to any 
one. As, however, convertible husbandry was a labour-saving 
system, its introduction tended to a decrease of the popula
tiou maintained upon the soil and socialliifficulties necessarily 
ensued'. 

152: The failure of the Commissions of 1549 shewed F •• ming 

that the new system of land mauagement had come to stay : {~;:f::. 
the manorial economy under which land was cultivated Iv a :i:f'.:idd,d 
great household consisting ?f the l~rd and his dependants was d'::::;g,;ftor 
broken up; the skilful agncultunst did not aim, as Walter ..... <hold 

of Henley had done, at providing sustenance' for a great n,¢. 

household, but at meeting the requirements of the market] 
Both in rural and in industrial areas the household was 
ceasing to be the unit of organisation', and market consider-
ations were becoming paramount: in towns the change is 
marked by the decay of gilds; in rural districts by the 
extinction of villainage. 

1 Jolm Hales in Miss Lamond's Introduction to the DUo01lrlO of the Common 
Weal, XI. LlX.; 8Mpplicmion oj Poor Commoru, so. 

I Bacon, He"", Vll. in Woru. VL 98. 
avo!. n. pp. 101, 652 • 
• There is a parallel but also a contrast;, In towns there had been an a.asocio.

tiOD of small honseboldera and it gave place to a system of large employers j in 
rural districts there had been large households and they gave place to m;:ill 
capitalist farms. 
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Manorial economy had come to an end, for the traces of 
serfdom which crop up at intervals before this time may now 
be said to cease. There is incidental evidence of the very 
general continuance of serfdom long after the time of the 
Peasants' Revolt, The efforts of the villains to shake off 
their disabilities by inducing.- the lords to answer tbeir 
pleadings in the kings courts, would hardly have demanded 
epeciallegislation in 1385 if they had practically succeeded 
in attaining their ends', Servitude of a practical character 
survived the revolt; Henry VL legislated abont lis villains, 
or bondsmen, in Wales'; the manumission of a serf and. 
his three sons on the estates of Bath Abbey is recorded 
in 1531'. Much evidence of the general TetentiolJ of 
serfdom has been adduced' in corroboration of the complaint 
of Fitzherbert, who, in the third decade of the sixteenth 
century, lamented over the continnance of villainage as a 
disgrace to the country'. In 1536 the Honse of Lords read 
and rejected a bill for the manumission of serfs called bond
men', but Elizabeth issued a commission for enquiring into 
the cases of bond~en on royal estates and for granting 
manumissions'. In some localities the exaction of predial 
services from villains by manorial lords can be traced as late 
as the time of Elizabeth', but though no change was made in 
the law, the lords seemed to have found that it was not 
worth their while to assert their rights over the persons of 

~ their bondmen '. Cash' relationships entirely superseded 
! personal obligations in the ordinary conduct of the operations 

1 9 B. n. c. 2. • 25 Heury VI. 
• GnotecJ by Bishop Zobn CIarluo. Bad. ](88. 3970, f. 31. 
• SaYiDe, BO'IIthru:a tJadtr.1Ae: TwJ.or. in Bo,al But. Boe. 1'rGlU., N.S. X\'JI. 

175; Leadam, &lu:l C ... i. t1u! 0.,.. tlf RMJIIUU. 42, 46. aDd. &J~ct Cue. .. 
de 8fM" OAaaber. C%:ttV. 

• Fitzherbert, iJurtTff1Je, ehapter DIL Compare a1ao JutitUhoJu. f. "
quoted by hoi....,.. ~enb, E--. J.~ IlL 683. Leodom. L..l Dar. 
of B~ .. E""Umd in Z- Qwortm. _. lL 366. See _ KeI&', 
-II, "We P"" Ibat aIlboDdmeD be mode free, f ... God mode all free with hlo 
pndoas bIood-oheddiDg." BuaseU, KdI'. BdodI .... p. 61.. N ........ ~. 
~.78. 

• J..,."u of a ..... f Lon1.. 1li Z1lI7, I_ 
t Bbymer, F.Jt:ra.. n. m. • Hub.c:h, ap. cil.!O. 
• 52 H. VIII. .. I. See lIDwoll', _ T..w.. u. 40. in \be report ~ \be _ 

of Somenet, • ....., ala.., in 171L NOJ.ll<porfo.27. 



THE LAND QUESTION. . . 535 

of rural life ; but survivals of the old system in the habits of~.D. ~ 
collective hu.handry remained in many districts', and oon- t;:!',!!;,u 
tinued to affect the rate of agricultural progress. The open ~::;t. 
field system, with customary tillage, held its own in many A.,~,., 
parts of the country till the beginning of the nineteenth j ..... ed. 

century; and it would be interesting if we could detect thei 
local causes;economic and others, which brought about the 
introduction of new methods of land management in some 
areas, while the old and less profitable s)'lltem was maintained 
in other districts'. 

, 153. No important change was made during this period La~""'.' 
in the statutes of labourers. The Act of 1495' closely follows ""'1/ 

on t!ae lines of that which had been passed fifty years before'; 
it could not be enforced and was repealed' bu~ its provisions 
were revived in 1514., These Acts-limit the payments for 
holiday times, and permit reductions for laziness in the 
morning or at noonday or for sitting long over meals; they 
fix maximum rates of wages and permit the payment of 
lower rates, where lower rates are usual. They are thus 
obviously intended to keep wages down; but it is interesting 
to notice that the ststutsble rates are higher than they had 
been; the bailiff might get 268. 8d. as against 248. 4d.; the 
common servant in husbandry 168. 8d. and 48. for clothes as 
against 158. "and 38. 4d. for clothes; artisan wages (witl:iout 
meat and drink) go up from 4d. and 5d. per day to 5d. and 
6d. per day in summer and ,vinter respectivllly. The pre-
scribed hours of labour' are long. From the middle of March and k ..... 

to the middle of September artificers were to work from 5 a.m, of labour. 

till between '1. and 8 p.m., half an hour for breakfast and an 
hour and a half for dinner and for the midday sleep, which 
was allowed from May to August. In wihter they were to 
work during daylight'. This Act could not be enforced in 

1 On co11eetive organisation for the management of milch kyne- see my address 
in the Royal HUt. Soc. TNN. 1910, Std Ser. VoL IT. 

S Basbaeb gives DWl7 interesting CBSe8 where local conditions affected the 
. chara.cter of enclosing, op. cit. 369. 

B 1:1 H. vn. c. 22. • 2S H. VI. c. 12. 'aB. VII. c. s . 
• Tbe grounds on which Professor Rogers infers from various incidontal 

indications that the working day only lasted eight ho1ll"8 are very slight. 
1 6 H. VIlL c. S. A. conveWeDt 81l1DID1U'y of the la.ws regulating labour will 

be found in Tn. Ordpal.'1M2. [Brit. 101 ... lS79 .. 8 (8).] 
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London, where higher wages had been given and where the 
artisans were" at great charge for rent and victual"; so that 
London was specially exempted from these regulations in 
the following year'. The statute book also furnishes some 
additional evidence of a continued rise of the prices of 
food, and consequent demands of lI.bourers; victuallers were 
prohibited from combining to ask unreasonable prices, and the 
artisans from combining for various purposes. Some of them 
agreed not to work but for a rate which they themselves 
fixed, they would not carry on the work which others had 
begun, they limited the work they would do, and the hours ' 
they would work each day, and generally conspired and took 
oaths to back one another up in securing their own tefms; 
this conduct called forth a severe law against such combina-
tions' in 1549. • 

154. Such were the conditions on which employment 
was obtained; it remains for us to glance at the arrange
ments made for the unemployed. The problem was not 
new but it was pressing. and it was felt in al\ parts of 
Europe'; the best methods of dealing with poverty were 
being debated, and the municipal authorities, in English and 
Continental towns, made strenuous efforts for the better 
orga:nisation of relief'. Reform in the method of bestowing 
alms to the poor was one point on which Roman theologians' 
were at one wit):t Lutherans' and Zwinglians'. The English 
legislation of the day distinctly reflects the new view of duty 
which was thus gaining ground; it was an endeavour to 
adapt the experience that had been obtained and the prin
ciples laid down in other conn tries to English use. 

There was of course the double problem of dealing with 
the vagrant and with the impotent poor respectively. The 
difficulty in regard to the latter clase was greater than ever. 
The progress of enclosing, accompanied as it was by evic-

17K. VIU.c.5. • 2andSE. VLe.lB. 
• In 1526 the Iown of YpIOBled the way in an ....... 1" 10 puldatmmendkan"T 

and 10 provide empIoymem far the poor. and the Sm-bonue oxpr_ approft! df the 
project. On the whole &object compare the _ Esoay in Pn>L .A.ohIey'. 
E«WII»I&ie H~. L ii. 840. 

, E. II. Leonanl, B."q, B....., 0/ B"fI/UlI P..,IMu/. 28. 
• The work of L. Vives, De .8Itbmui.ofte ptUlptI'IIa (1526), ... writteu in LondUD 

(.A.ohIey. "p. cit. 34lI). • Ibid. .... • Ibid. SU. 
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tion, must have reduced large numbers of the population A.D. 1485 

to th" condition of homeless wanderers, while the disbanded -1558. 

retainers were even more dangerous tramps. The literature T ..... p'. 

of the time is full of complaints of this evil, and in Starkey's 
dialogue one of the speakers contends that idleness is the root 
of the mischie£ But the Act of Richard II. was 80 severe that A.D.lS83. 

it could not be.enforced'; all the vagrants could not be I 

committed to gaol, as there was no accommodation for im- . 
prisoning the crowds of valiant and sturdy beggars. Ac
cordingly> the first measure of Henry VII.' reduces the £09. 149S. 

, penalty for vagabonds to three nights in the stocks, a punish
ment which was afterwards limited' to a day and a night. 

The difficulty about impotent beggars was met by enjoin- '[k
ing everyone who was not able to work to "go rest and abide ;dr..u" 
in his hundred where he last dwelt, or where he is best • 
known or born, there to ab.ide without begging out of the said 
hundred." Those who professed to be scholars of the Uni
versities were to be punished like other vagabonds unless they 
could show letters from the Chancellor; and soldiers and 
sailors were to be provided with letters from the captain 
of the ship in which they landed'. Subsequent legislation 
followed on these lines but became more and more definite. 
In 1531 licenses' were required from all impotent pers(lns; Li ...... 

these were to be granted by justices of the peace and to define t. kg. 

the limits within which the holder was licensed to ask for 
alms. The able-hodied vagrants were now submitted to more 
vigorous treatment; they were to be tied to the end of a 
cart and whipped through the place where they were found 
begging, and then to be dispatched by the straight way to the 
place where they were born or last dwelt, there to labour" like 
as a true man oweth to do." 

So far legislation had proceeded on the old lines; it is Fu"", fur 

in the Act of 1536 that the traces of the new opinions may ~;6. 
. be seen; and, as Professor Ashley points out', this measure \1 
is the real basis of the. 'English Poor Law System as it was \ 
further developed under Elizabeth. An attempt was now 

l1R.D.c.6. 
'19 H, VII. 0. 12. 
'2'lH. VIII. 12. 

11tH. vrr.o.2. 
t lIB. VU.c.2. 
• Ashley, Ee. Bi.t.!. ii. 85~. 
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A.D. 1485 made '~o raise funds in each parish which might be used 
-1658. for the employment of the· able-bodied and for the. relief 

of the impotent. The lack of some such provision had been 
the chief defect in previous measures; it had been found that 

. the exi!lting Acts could not be enforced because there was no 
money for the relief of the impotent poor, nor for the employ
JPent of the able-bodied, when they did r~turn to the places 
where they ought to be maintained; there were besides no 
sufficient instructions as to the way in which tramps should 
repair to their proper districts. A beggar who waS'tramping 
homewards at the rate of ten miles a day was to be relieved. 
"upon the sight of hie letters given him at the time of his 
whipping," and the officers of all towns and villages wete to 

I;Wulol keep the poor by way of voluntary and charitable alms j while 
Impo.en,., they were to set the able-bodied to work so that they might 

maintain themselves. The churchwardens were to gather the 
alms with boxes on Sundays, festivals and holy days, so that 
the poor, impotent, lame, sick, feeble and diseased might be 
sufficiently provided for and not have to go about and beg l • 

~i ... OIW<Ifl- The most striking feature of this Act, however, is to be 
::s.~';;in. found in the clauses which prohibit begging and those that 
charity. are directed againSt indiscriminate charity. It was here 

that, the influence of the new opinions on Christian duty 
is most obvious. If adequate provision were made for the 
impotent by the authoritative administration of charitable 
alms, begging was inexcusable, and private munificence only 
came to be a temptation to the idle. Hence the first clause 
imposes a penalty on any parish which does not make suitable 
aITangements for organising the charity of the parishioners ; 
and anyone who gave common doles or alms, except through 
the agency thus created, was liable to a fine of ten times 
the sum so expended It is obvious that this provision • 
could not be strictly enforced, as the bona fide traveller 
was permitted to give alms, and the monasteries were allowed 
to continue their usual doles. 

It is important to notice that these enactments were 
found necessary before the effects of the dissolution of the 

I 27 H. vm. Co 25, which w .. compooed by IIenr7 bimaelf (Froode, L 80). 
Dorse' in SuppreuiQn. of MMltUU::rU,. 36. 
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monasteries could be felt; the religious houses obviously ~._14S5 
had not sufficed to relieve all the pauperism in the country, ~'.8. 
for the cOmplaints to which allusion has been made above :}':i:;-:: 
all date from the time when they were still in full pos· ..... ..-iu. 

session of their wealth. But there can be little doubt that; 
their suppression was followed by a frightful increase of thel 
evil; we cannot of course obtain anything of the nature of! 
statistics', though the desperate measures of Edward VI. are 
monuments of the greatness of the evil with which they 
attempted. to deal. His attention was called to the subject 

• by a sermon which Bishop Ridley preached at Westroinster. 
and the municipal authorities were encouraged to utilise the LmuI"" 
resodrces of the London Hospitals so as to provide for ·the diffe. HoapWu. 

rent classes of the poor'. The Grey Friars' honse was intended, 
as Christ's "Hospital, to be a home for beggar children. • 
s. Thomas's and S. Bartholomew's were assigned to the 
sick, while Bridewell was to b~ used for the reception of 
the thriftless poor; this scheme was worked out by Bishop 
Ridley in conjunction with the Lord Mayor. Three hosp~ta\s 
• were also set aside as places where the poor could be set on 
work'" in the city of York, where much consideration had 
been given to the best means of dealing ";ith the poor. 

The effects of the destruction of the religious gilds in 1Ji4'1 Gild8 .. 

appear to have been exaggerated'; but even if the labouring :;t.t:. 
1 &lConcemillg the poor people, notwithstandiug all the laws made against 

their begging and for the provision of t.hem within their several parishes and 
towns where they d17ell: for there be for one beggar in the first year of King 
Hemy VlIL at &his day in the thirty.third year of her Maj...,. an hundred. As 
may parIIy be gathered by the multitude of the beggara thet came to the funeral 
of (180'80 late Eor) of Shrew&bur,y oel.brated at Shollield in Yorkabiro the 18th 
day of January in the thirty-third year. For there were by the report of ncb as 
served the dole unto them. the number of eight thotlS8.Dd, and they *hought that 
there were almost as many more that coold not be served through their nnroliness. 
Yea the press was 60 great that diverse were slain and many hurt: and further it 
iB reported of credible persons that well estimated the number of all ihe said 
beggars that they Ulought there was about twenty thousand. Now judge ye what 
• number of poor ~ple is to be thought to be within the whole realm, seeing so 
maoy appeareth to be in one amaU part of • county or &hire. for it is thought bJ 
greai oonjectof'8 that all the said poor people were abiding and dwelling within 
thirty miles of lhe towu of Sbef6.e1d aforeae.id and yet were there many more that 
came Dot to the dole." n. Fall 01 &Iigi ... a......, Col. MSS. :<D. 101. 26. 

:I E. H. Leonud. Early History 0/ Poor Rdi~/. SI. Clay, op. ca·t. 286. 
II M. Sellers. Oily 0/ ro'*'" XYI. Centu,.,. Eng. HiI'- Ref1iftJ, IX. 287 . 
• See p. 522 above. 
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. c1asse'i did not suffer much from'the actual loss of property, 
~hey were poorer by the destruction of these i,!stitutions. 
The landed property of these gilds was for the most part 
devoted to the maintenance of masses for departed brethreu; 
but from the chests, as they were annually replenished with 
fees and payments, assistance had been given to brethren 
which enabled them to tide over hard times. The loss of the 
peasantry cannot be measured by guessing at tbe probable 
amount of cash in these chests, for the wrong that was done 
tbem consisted in the removal of the friendly aid wl.ich would 
have enabled them to pass through times of difficulty without. 
being ruined. The real mischief lay in the break up of 
institutions which had saved men from falling into po"erty, 
far more than in the actual loss of !lCcumulated funds. 

• Full information in regard to the possessions and rentals 
of the gilds at the time of the confiscation is available for 
the county of Somerset'; ~nd while it is clear that there 
had been considerable snms set aside for the support of 
priests and the maintenance of lights, as well as wealth 
in the forms of vestments and plate, it is not obvious that 
there were accumnlated funds or much land of which the 
income had been ~igned to benefit purposes; it is doubtful 
hOlY far the discriminating provisions of the Act were 
carried out, but it is possible that the benefit funds were 
sometimes preserved for their original purposes. The de
struction of the organisation was a serious matter, bnt the 
loss of the possessions was comparatively nnimportant, so far 
as their fiiendly society functions were concerned. 

Loilenro. The first year of Edward's reign was remarkable for an 
...... 1l>I? extraordinary statnte about loiterers; they were to be rednced 

to a temporary, and if incorrigible, to perpetual slavery, to be 
kept in irons, and branded with a V. for vagrant or an S. 
for slave according as their slavery was terminable or life-long. 
It was also enacted that beggar children might be taken from 
their parents against their will and apprenticed to serve till 
-they reached the age of four and twenty'; but such severe 
remedies were of course ineffaetna!; they were set aside and 

, E. Green. S.".y """ltnUl (lB88), __ Sodet7. 
SlEd.. VLOoa. 
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the Act oJ 1536 was revived with some trifling modifications A.D. 1485 

in 1550'. -1558. 

The arrangell!ents for providing employment and for the CAs'; .. 

relief of the impotent were overhauled in 1552', and the =.., .... 
system of charity organisation, which had been introduced A.D. 1552-

in 1536, was modified in some details. Two collectors were 
to be appointed by each parish; they were to have a list of 
all needy persons as well as of all parishioners, and to 
«gently ask and demand" regular gifts of so much a week r 
from every man and woman. If any persons declined to· 

• ,give, the parson was to exhort them; and if they were still 
obdurate, they were to be sent for by the Bishop who was to 
pers1J.ade them as best he .might. Under Queen Mary the A.D.1S,o;s. 

sa.m~ system 'was continued, but Christmas was fixed as the 
time for obtaining promises about weekly contributions'; and .• 
it was arranged that if there was such a number of poor that 
the people could not support them, some might have licenses 
and hadges and go about begging. So far it seemed that 
local charity, even when organised, did not suffice to provide 
for the really deserving poor, and that it was impossible to 
put down open begging altogether. 

VI. THE REVEI\'UE. 

155. The Tudor kings were distinguished in various 
ways from all other English monarchs, but they are specially 
marked out by the expedients on which they ventured in 
order to obtain supplies. ~heir high-handed robbery of 
religious and charitable institutions is sometimes defended 
on the ground that the monasteries and hospitals had 
become useless anachronisms. Their abuse of royal rights, 
by the reckless debasement of the coinage, seems even less T~ml,eri"9 
excusable; but we ought to bear in mind that they bad very ~~y, 
little experience to help them to steer their way through 
the currency troubles of the sixteenth century. The 
remedies which they tried aggravated the disease; but this 
need scarcely be a matter for surprise when we take account 

18 and 4 E. VI. 0.16. • 6a.nd6E. VLc.1l. 
I i a.nd Sop. and M. 0. 5. 
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of the extraordinary complexity of the financial di6;iculties of 
the day. 

The root of the evil lay in a variatjon in the ratio 
between gold and silver, and this was in all probability due 
to the opening up of new sources of supply. There had been 
frequent complaint that the silver money of the realm 
was much clipped, and in 1522 the rate at which gold and 
silver coins of recognised weight should be current in the 
king's dominions was fixed by proclamation '. Soon after- . 
wards a new evil began to appear; the Council ha& reason to 
fear that the kingdom would be depleted of its gold alto-.· 
gether, since gold coins were rated much higher in terms of 
silver in Flanders than in England·. With the vie'ly of 
correcting this auangement two proclamations were issued 
in 1526 and the value of an ounce of gold in England was 
enhanced from 408. to 458. in silver. Silver coins were 
struck of the old purity, but of diminished size, so that they 
might correspond to the newly-fixed rates of the precious 
metals; thus two very different issues of silver coins were 
circulating together, and the clipping of the larger and older 
coins caDie to be once more the subject of complaint'. Some 
years afterwards, at the instance of Sir Richard Gresham', 
the, restrictions on the import and export of the precious 
metals were abandoned', with the result that England came 
to be more directly affected by monetary conditions on the 
Continent. A farther enhancement of gold within the realm 
from 458. to 488. to check the drain of gold to foreign parts 
may have been desirable'; but. the d;baseme';t of the issues 
from the Mint, both of gold and silver'. had disastrous con
sequences whatever excuse there may have been from the 
standards which were adopted in other lands. The difficulty 
with which He~y vm had to contend was not solved till 
1816, by the complete acceptance of a gold standard and the 

1 Bading. L 302. • Hall', Cirotrid4. 718. 
• TodDr~, July 5,152'1. 
• B ........ Life of 8iT T. ~ L Sf. 
t SO ,;JulY. aDd 6 Aug., l.5S9. 
• 16 Hay, lML Ldttn eu., IIear, YllI., 1rC. p. 818. 
• The low'" deplh .... .....tIed ill WI, _beD Edwud VI. coined 8 os. at 011.", 

with 9 os. at alloy iDlo £3. 12<. ad. 01 coinage. 



coining of silver as token money'; the Tudor monarebs were A.D. US 

unable to cope with n. The drain of gold became more -=a. .. 
aIanning than befure', while _ the same time the cunency 
deteriorated still fonher.. The base i.esnes from the llint 
gave an excuse both fur the coonterfeiting of English coins 
and for the importaliion of debased money from abroad'. 

There an be little doubt thai; silver was the ordinary A .u
standard of value fur internal prices; "'! early as 1530 it. was.......w.L • 
remarked thai; the groaIB had been 110 fiIr reduced in size as 
to be lessovaluahle than furmerly", and the debasement of the 

, ~ was followed by a rapid rise of prices. The regula
tions resIricting the price of butchers' meat' and of poultry' 
had 'to be revised from time to time. This appeared to be 
due to special causes; and even the evidence of a con- lJioe 0/ 

& siderable rise in the price of com' was not attrihuted to the r-; 
condition of the currency. King Remy VIII. issued a 
Proclamdiorl t:I1fII%rIlynge C'onoe in 15U, and stated that 
"com of all greynes and especially wbeate aDd rye is 
sodaynely enbaunced _ unreasonahfe prices and one special 
eanse is, by occasiDn that it is used for a common merchandise, 
and most commonly bought by soche persons as bane plentie 
of their owne growthe, to the entente to make a derthe 
thereof: and dyverse husbandmen and fermers do cqlour 
such byingis for sede, where diey have no such necessitie 
to do .... the kinges most royall maiestie ... .consyderyng 
that (thaukes be to God) there is no just ground or cause, 
why such grayne should be 110 high enbaunced in price, as it 
is, but thai; the enbanncement thereof groweth by the 
occasion aforesaid, and by the subtle invention and cra.fte of 
dyverscovetous persons'." The evidence of contemporaries as _ .... 
to what occurred may be perfectly relisble, but we need not =: . 
accept their explanations of the reasons of changes they de- ..n... 
plored The great rise of wages and prices after the Blaclt 

1 See.u.. D. p. 4S8. W AU -.cl pm r ri ..... U April. IM9. 
'1bMI. ID April, l6t8. " ~.1Ioa<eII, P_ 0/ PeopU. p. !Q. 
• '!4 B.. vm. a. .; 25 B. vm.. c. L !'twIGr PN! 't'ms, ~ lla.7.lSM. 

2July.1M9 . 
• 2> B. VIlL .. 2. tw.r -. 21 "",15<4, 9 ~a17,lM!I. 

., !2 0cL l53t, ... -. 1585. '!'be..,...., pia ... pn>IIihited,.....,& _,or:;:::::" ";'9'1 1_I6I6,ODd it Sep&.165O. TwdGr~ 
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Death had been due to the way in which the labourers took 
advantage of their monopoly, and in the sixteenth century 
each class was supposed by its neighbours to be acting in a 
similar fashion and to he guilty of causing general distress'. 
The landlords were said to enhance their rents, and hence it 
was believed food was dearer; the rich graziers were said to 
have combined so as to keep up the price of wool, and the 
cluthing trade suffered; and lahourers were accused of joining 
to dictate their own terms to their masters. At the very time 
when competition was destroying the old institutvlDs, there 
could be no such close rings formed by rival traders, and it is 
much simpler to suppose that the main cause of the change' 
lay in the debasement of the circulating medium and the con
sequent rise in the price of gouds of cv~ry surt. Indeed the 

'a~ 
tirm. 

tiThe ananimous opinion of contemporaries that the rise of prices was due to 
: combination is very cnrioua:. It finds expression in the very severe law which WII8 ... 

\ pused against the engrossing of corn, wine, fish, butter, cheese, candle8, tallow, 
&beep, lambs, calves, swine, pigs, geese, capons, heue, pigeooa and conies (5 and 6 
E. VI. c. 14). This was intended to render food cheap, by preventing middlemen 
from reaping apeeolative profitt.. So too there iB a similar enactment about the 
engrossing of butter and cheese (8 and 4, E. VI. c. 21). The law agam.t conspira
cies to raise the price of victuals and to obtain excessive wages is coueeived in the 
same spirit (2 and S E. VI. c. 15). But this view of the reason of the rue of 
prices appears in ita most naIve form in connexion with the price of wooL W (l 
should say that when wool was plentiful it musl be cheap, and the,. felt that BiBee 
it was plentifol and not cheap, the price must be unduly raised by the speculatiol18 
of u.d grazier8. .. They that have grate numberment of shepe muai Belies have 
great store of won. and we cannot thy:ok:e who tthulde make the prJ88 of won. but 
those that have greta pleD'ye of ehepe. And .. e do p,,<ly _ .. that there be 
8ODl8 dweUynge wi&hin these thre &byres (Oxfordshire, Bu.ekinghamahire. Nortb· 
amptonsbire) rather than tbey will sell their woU at a low pry_ they will keep U 
• yere ar twaYlIe and all &0 make it deare and to kepe it .. deare pryse." Oertagr.e 
Oawu fD FOWl' Supplieatiou. E. E. T. 8. 96. "ThaD begane the rank myloCbyf'f 
and distraction of the holl rame to spryng and sprede cnrt. of London duryng wi ... 
faUlty yel'll past and more. Thao begane 80 many byers of wolle in all contrey6 
callid broggeno and Dot oteplerB .... cIolhmaken, bu. ouch .. gate it .... of pore 
mens banda and ferms to sell it to the IJiaplen in London far coynne of money. 
Than began ihe price of wolle to rise 80 hygh more IIDd more daily. that fermoa.n 
alway metyng at markett8 ... a1le 8Ol'tfI mete like to like, GODe heryDg of another' 
the higIm ... of the price of .. oDe .. risyng _yed ",d den.id, how 10 deatroy 
mens werks of. honsbondry to enereae more woUe. therot to haTe the more plenty. 
So nlS8 the price of wolle to byghly, thal in CODCluioD fermonrs. ybe. and gentil
men IN!!!an 10 pull ther erthe 10 idulneo. makyng pasture 10 fedo ...,.. shope 10 
eDCl'e&se the IDOJe atapIe wqUe. in 80 moch as they begaoe to serche and lIftody t.her 
wiadome 10 ......... the grot proftte, thai u..,. myght".,-nne therby ..... hyng .... 
the Ieyn of tha gnl1rnd. wberiD Goad golf hi< gilft 01 fyne ... oDe. either term ..... 
'that of the lordes eowd gete erth in ferme by 1eiKZ., ar the lordN of the ertbe tberm 
ee1fee. perceyyyng lIOeb aingularite8, made &her accownta." Clement Armstrong 
in Pauli's Drei ~fkrl, 2"2. 
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• difficulty does not lie in accounting for the rise of prices in A.D. 1486 

the time of Henry VITI., but in understanding ~hy that rise -m8. . 
had not taken place before. Not only" had the standard been 
reduced by the issues of 1412 and 1445, but the formation of 
cap~taI, aUli the employment of capital in the manufacture of 
cloth, might have been expected to bring money which had 
been hoarded into active use, and to increase the rapidity of 
circulation'. This would of itself have rendered a considerable 
rise of prices possible, even if no diminution had occurred in • 
the size ,of the coins; but the two causes in combination 
might have been expected to produce very marked, and not 
merely sligbt, changes during the fifteenth century, before 
the. great debasement began. 

Two matters must however be taken into consideration. Eotr"""," 

In the first place tbere was an extraordinary and extravagant ;~;:;~:., 
use of the precious metals in the arts; gold lace, and gold and ... tal •• 

silver trappings, heavy gilding and massive plate must have 
been obtained by making use of silver that might otherwise 
have got into circulation. The frequent regulations of the 
goldsmiths' trade seem to imply that they found a good deal· 
of employment, and we need not forget that if society generally 
was distressed in the fifteenth century, there were many 
individuals who had prospered in trade as clothiers and had 
made considerable fortunes. Edward IV. did not borrow 'from 
the overtaxed towns, but cast himself on the benevolence of 
individual citizens; the nobles and the gilds vied with one 
another in costly display. 

Besides this, the action of Henry VII. in hoarding so H ........ 

much bullion would also diminish the circulating medium 
and prevent Prices from rising. If he withdrew anything 
like £500,000 a year, it would cert8.inly do a great deal to 
keep nominal prices stable during the less Mtive period of 

• debasement. Much of this wealtb was probably drawn from 
the private hoards which Edmund Dudley knew so well, and 
not taken· directly from the money in active circulation; but 
the action of the royal miser would at all events tend to 
minimise the rise which might have been expected from de
basement, and which became more apparent as Henry vm, 
squander.ed his father's treasures. 

1 See above, p. 428, Oil the comPe.titioD. of aliens and clothiers. 

C.IL 35 
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.A.D.I486 Other consideratio~. drawn from general social conditioll8' ;,= render it ~probable that the debasement would act very 
oonditiotu rapidly on prices. Money economy. was not completely 
:;;::." introduced; and undel; a system of paying labour partly in 

• ~k. coin and partly in rations, an alteration in the coinage w;ould 
be very slowly felt in the agreements between employers 
and employed. This practice was found not only in the 
immemorial customs of manorial estates, but in a newly 

• developed industry. We hear of a truck system in 1465, and 
it existed in the clothing trade, which would othe~e have 
been most likely to be easily affected by changes in the 
circulating medium, as it wal! growing rapidly. So long as . 
natural economy survived or calculated prices were in vllgue, 
there were institutions which tended to diminish the 

, fluctuations; the regulations of each gild, and the jealousy 
which each gild felt for its neighbours, would make for 
stability in prices. The relations of exchange were chiefly 
determined by the calculations of the makers of different 
wares, and coins were to some extent like counters, in which 
the payments agreed on could be settled, and for which 
valuable articles could be procured at the calculated rate. 

Mod. of Another suggestion to account for the stability of pnces 
paym"., during the later Middle Ages has been made by Professor 

Thotold Rogers, who supposes that payments were generally 
made by weight and not by tale, and that nominal prices 
eontinued to represent the same quantities of silver, though 
as the coins were rednced, each ponnd in weight would be 
made np of a larger number of coins. Some reasons have 
been given above which tell against this view, for it appears 
that when payments were made by weight, they were made 
according to the weight of the cnrrent coin 1 ; but it is very 
doubtful if any considerable number of transactions in silver 
money were conducted in this cumbrous fashion during the . 
• fifteenth century. There can be no doubt that payments by 
itsIe were common at the time of the Conquest, and it is not 
jllear why the more primitive practice should have been re
introduced, while it is difficult to see what poesible motive 

1 Bee IIIMm>. p. _ .... t. A proclamation at July 5, 1527. taka ......... at the 
pnIOtioe at ~ybIg bJ weigld, 1m Ii __ .ppeu to bo •• been Iloo ordiDar7 
pnoctico. TodoT p~ 
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there could be f~r diminishing the size of the coins, if thep_n: 14116 
Crown was not to pay by tale, and so to gain the difference. 1058-

When the state of the currency was the subject of official 
-enquiry in 1382, John Roo sugges~ that a remedy would 
be found' by insisting that payments should for the future 
be made by weight; this sufficiently proves that payment by 
tale was a usual practice then. On the whOle ,,?e are forced 
to suppose that silver payments were usually effected by tale, and ..... in 

and that, when made by weight, they were reckoned in terms '/:J :a~':f. 
of the diminished coins, so that the stsbility of prices is 
due to tLe fact that the value of silver was steadily rising 
at the time when the kings were reducing the weight of 
they- issues. 

These considerations as to the structure of society and 
doubts about the mode of payment serve at least as sugges
tions which may some day or other be so far confirmed as • 
to render the stsbility of prices in the fifteenth century 
more explicable. They may certainly warn us against the 
error of trying to interpret the fluctuations of medireval DiJ!i • .zty 

prices as easily as the changes which take place in the ~;,i~-;
modem society with which we are perfectly familiar; in the F"''''
ease of articles such as com, in regard to which no general 
regulation W1lB possible and where fluctuations were fre-
quent. the difficulty of carriage and tbe accidenU! of 
drought or flood, made it possible for prices to be at a famine 
point in Leicester while they were much more moderate in 
London. Changes in prices, while the state of society is I 
known and remains practically unaltered, may lead us to 
examine the possible causes of change, and may even help 
us to estimate how great a change has :Qeen brought about 
by some known cause; figures may give more precision to 
the knowledge we already possess, bllt we must have some 
acquaintance with the social conditions and the forces that 
were actually at work in each age, if we are to avoid 
anachronisms in trying to interpret the course of commercial 
transactions. _ 

156. The remissions which had been so constantly allowed T""h. anti 

during the fifteenth century, in voting fifteenths and tenths, fiI, .. "thB. 

I Rot. Pa.rl. IlL 127 a. 
35-2 
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A.D.I485 made it obvious ·that some new form of contribution 
-lMS. must be devised. The fifteenths and tenths. which had 

been originally a payment of fractions of actual posses
sions, were in 1334 turned, by agreements between royal 
commissions and the local authorities, into fixed payments to 

. be regularly made and acceptsd in lieu of accurately assessed 
fractional parts 'of the actual wealth at the time when a 
fifteenth and a tenth were voted'. The towns which had de
clined in importsnce were too heavily burdened, while there 
must have been many wealthy clothiers and grapers who 
only contributed a very small quo.um for public purposes. 
It would have been very difficult to upset the old settlement; 
Englishmen have apparently always objected to inquisitQriaI 
levies based on attempts to find out what their actual poe-

• s~ions amount to, and greatly prefer to pay a fixed sum. 
The levying of an additional charge was the simplest 
solution. In 15140 when the Commons were endeavouring 
to make up the deficiency which had been caused by 
Henry's French expedition of the year before, they granted 

?:::r::. a general trubllidy of 6d. in the pound; and similar general 
subsidies were afterwards voted along with grants . of 
fifteenths and tenths. As an illustration one may refer to 
the Act of 1534', when supplies were voted because of the 
expe'nses incurred by the king during the twenty-five years 
just closed. in war with Scotland, in fortifying the Northern 
Border, and in renovating the defences of Calais and the 
harbour of Dover; and also because of his intention "to bring 
the wilful, wild, pnreasonable and savage people of his said 
land of Ireland, and his whole dominion of the asme, to. 
such conformity, rule, order and obedience as the aBme 
for ever hereafter shall be much utile and profitable to the 
kings of this realm, and a great surety and quietness to the· 
subjects and inhabitants of the aBme." A fifteeuth and· 
tenth were then granted; and iu addition a general snbsidy 
of one shilling in the pound on the property of thoSe who
had lands of £20 a year, or goods to the amount of £20, and 
who were subsequently known and commonly spoken of as 
• subsidy' men. Gilds, Corporations and Companies. as well 
as all aliens. were to pay at double this rate. The king was. 

1 Dowell, H~ of T......."., .. 'II. • \l6 H. vm. ... Do 
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to send commissioners to every shire, who were to make en- A.D. 1485 

quiries through the constables as to the amounts which differ- -l5S8. 

ent persons should oontribute to this tax; these persons had .' 
however the opportunity of appealing 1;0 the commissioners 
if they were overcharged. But this elaborate machinery 
did not really serve for the purpose of Jeadjusting the claims 
of the revenue, as the wealth of the country developed; the 
assessment got into a regular groove. Each silbsidy was .4 f=4 • 
"imply based on the payments made on the last occasion ,-. 
when on~ was levied; and thus in the later Tudor times a 

• subsidy came to mean a payment of about £80,000', though 
there never were such definite agreements as those which 
had'reduced the fifteenths and tenths to payments of about 
.£37,000, iriespective of the actual value of the property of. 
which they professed to be fractional parts. 

So far for direct taxation. A very important change was 
also made in the collection of the customs during this period; 0..-. 

the old practice had been to take the oaths of the merchants 
as to the value of the goods which were passillg in or out; 
in the time of Queen Mary, however, a book of rates was 
compiled, which assigued an official value to different 
classes of goods'. This may have served a double purpose. 
as it prevented frauds on the part of merchants, &tid it 
would probably operate as a check upon the collectors. It 
was notorious that frauds on the revenue were constantly 
practised by the officers; there was surely some exa,ggeration 
in the statement of the Venetian ambassador that of ,£200,000 , 
levied from merchants, only a fourth part reached the royal • 
treasury', but the accounts show that the admitted expense 
of collection was sixteen per cent.·, and this may in itself 
be taken as evidence that the management was inefficient 
and corrupt. 

The returns of the customs also reB.ect the changes that ~ 
were g&ing on in English commerce. In the time of Edward 
Ill. the main revenne had come from ~he custom on wool, 
but during the Tudor period this became less important", 

1 DoweD, L 19'1~ 

.1 Ibid. L 166. 
5 Ibid. II. 138.. 

• Ibid. L 165. 
• BaD. c..".,.~ 11. 144.. 
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A.D.1485 while on the other hand the revenue obtained from cloth was· 
-1668. increasing; what remained of the Great Custom on wool was 

• assigned for the maintenance of Calais, and at the fall of 
that town the whole system was re-arranged by the book 
of rates. 

One other matter of considerable importance comes out 
in the Tudor timeS, and especially in the reign of Mary, for 
new payments over and above the customs, tonnage and 

1 .. ".,. ...... poundage were levied as • impositions' on the goods,imported 
by aliens, and on the importation of foreign luxuries. This 
was a. new development of the ancient preroga.tive of the 
Crown', and it was used in a. fashion which did not a.t Jirst 
render it unpopular, for it was the means of giving specml 

• a.dvantages to English merchants, and of protecting English 
artisans. This definite political object wa.s kept· clearly in 
view with regard to direct and indirect taxation a.like. In 
the very same year in which the geneml subsidy was voted, 

&.D.15SL which a.liens paid a.t a. double rate', the king was empowered' 
to re-arrange the whole scheme of rates; and the subse
quent manipulation of the new customs was prejudicial·to 
alien merchants, while the levying of impositions was 
favourable to the English artisan. ,The conditions under 
whiCh aliens ha.d to tra.de were rendered 80 hard that so 
soon a.s English shipping again revived under Elizabeth 
they were driven out of the field; in the time of Ed ward ill 
they ha.d ,done most of the tra.de of the country, but they had 
been gra.dually forced out of internal tra.de and were now 
driven from condncting our foreign commerce. 

VII. CHANGFS IN OPINION. 

157. The period which we have been reviewing wa.~ a 
time of transition; medimval life was breaking tip, and 
modem society was slowly rising on its mine; but just 
because it was a time of startling changes, it was not a 
time when the full bearings of these changes could be 

, HaU. 0-. L l24. 
• 26H. vnLc.lO. 

• 26 B. VlIL .. 19. 
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clearly understood, and there is very little progress in ~~~ 
thought on economic matters. . 

National regulation for national objects was accepted as M~" 
necessary and right; but the maxims by which effec, was ~.::., 
being given to this aim had not taken such a firm hold on f.1."""" 
the minds of the men of the .time as to dominate over 
practical politics. Under Edwaril. VL it was impossihle to 
sacrifice the least chance of obtaining an immediate revenue, 

• and the increase of the customs was felt to be of more im-. 
portance "than anything else; hence the navigation law with 

• regard to wine and woad was suspended. Everyone seemed 
to Qe poor; the range of prices was high, and it appeared 
cruel to force up the price of bread to a higher level; hence 
com laws were dispensed with, though the government was • 
most anxious to encourage tillage. The collection of the 
full' fifteenths and tenths' from the old and highly assessed 
towns WIIS rendered difficult by the migration of industry to 
more favourable centres, and this natum!. development was 
checked in the hope of reviving the prosperity of decaying 
towns. The government of Edward VL was living from hand to 
mouth, and was forced to discard all the recognised principles 
for increasing the pow ... of the nation, in order to keep things 
going from day to day. But just becaUse the government 
was living from hand to mouth, and was unable to attend to 
the development of the national wealth and to strengthen the 
foundations of national power, little fresh experience was 
obtained as to the best means of promoting this object, and 
of so systema¥sing industry and commerce as really to build 
up the national strength. 

The government of the day could not afford to attend to OapW:J. 

the development of the power of the country, and it was also 
suspicions of the new element which was coming into play 
to facilitate improvements in the production of wealth. So 
far as it had intruded in rnmI. districts, capital was bringing 
about progress of many kinds; but contemporaries did not 
welcome this advance; on almost every side an outcry was 
raised, and the legislature were ready to check the new mode 
of working. The large graziers and the wealthy clothiers were 
held up to execration, and every effort was made to retain the 
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~P5J~85 old arable farms, and to regulate the action of capitalist em
ployers in the cloth manufacture. In our time the wealthy 
capitalist has been spoken of by men of the Manchester School • 
with great enthusiasm as if he were a sort of national bene
factor; in Tudor days he was regarded with grave suspicion. 

IThere was at that time a remarkable growth of this very 
powerful factor in economillife; but so much attention was 
directed to the evils which accompanied it, that no one 
~ecognised the importance of tbe power of capital, nor gave • 
serious tbought to the question of directing it arigtt. 

158. The economic literature of the time is of great • 
interest, since it reflects current opinion at a time of stsI1ling 
change; but just because the times were so confused, there 
was much difficulty in obtaining a clear grasp of economio 

• principles, and the writing of the Tudor reigns has very 
little scientific value. The surviving literature is full of 
interesting description and suggestion; but if we e!,cept the 
Diswurse .of the Common Weal which was probably written 
by John Hales', there is little sign of greater accuracy 
of thought or definition of language in dealing with the 
social and economic problems of the time. He was the only 
writer who did much to give clearness to the current ideas of 
nati&na\ prosperity; or to lay down principles which should 
guide men in pursuing it. There are, 'however, some 
treatises of a practical character which show a distinct 
progress in particular arts. ' 

H ... ~. Fitzherbert's Husbandry is in itself evidence that serious 
and conscious efforts were being made to improve the agri
culture of the country. Till the sixteenth century Walter of 
Heuley's treatise had been the best work on the subject; and 
though the later copies and English translation show, by the 
interpolations, tbat some progress had been made in knowledge 

, From the two"": which abo bad _ (1Ir Lomllarde'., and.!.he J!od. 
leWI) _ B. Lamond proTed !hallha dote of lido diaIoguo io l549, and ohowed 
!hal Iha editioD pllhlioha4 in lO8l bad _ deIihenoteI7 pi'bIecI. Of Iha _ 

IfB8. which ha~e been identi4ed &iDee her tat; ... priJ;ded. hro-Lorcl caJ.tbmpe'. 
and the Hatlield ..... (_ .01. II- po 16'l)-ore 'YOr7 __ to Iha _ The 
Brilioh 141lII0IIIII .... (lIorI. .s88), 1o .. 1Dch my..-.... m .... by Prof. C.1oI. 
_ ... io dooeIy oIlied 10 the Lombonle copy, though i& io 110& disftguI'ed by 10 

..... y aueIe&o biJmden, ODd iA _taiDa Iha ,"hie of __ ". tho thin! 
dialogue. 
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that was neoossary for the grazier, the thirteenth century.A.D. 1485 

sug~ions appear to have been accepted as a sufficient guide -1668. 

in regard to tillage. Fitzherbert was possibly acquainted 
with .walter of Henley's book and deals with similar topics: 
but he was also a practical farmer and he embodied the 
result of forty years' experience' in the treatise he wrote, out 
of the" great zeal, love and comfort," he bore to the" farmers 
and tenants, and all other goddis creatnres that they mo.)" surely 

• easily and profitably increase and susteyn their poore house
holde, ~ and chyldren, and also truly to pay theyr rente • 
.customes and services unto they. lordes." It opens with a 
discussion of the parts of a plough, and the best team for 
domg the work, arid gives practical hints on all agricult\'f8l 
operations, as well as on the management of sheep, cattle; 
horses, pigs and bees; it is specially explicit on hedging and • 
ditching and on arboriculture; the concluding portion is 
taken up with ·remark •. on household and personal duties. 
This work went through an extraordinary number of 
editions in the sixteenth century; and the author also 
issued another· tract on SUnJeying, intended, not for the SlJh,.ytfI9. 

husbandma.n, but for the landlord. It is a. treatise on estate 
management in the form· Of a commen~ on the ElCtenta 
Mansrii in the StatuEll ·Book. The a~thor. speaks wary 
strongly about the iniquity of unfair evictions, and adjures 
lords that they" doo not heighten the rents of their tenants." 
.. A greater bribery nor extortion a mau cannot do tban npou 
his own tenants for they dare not say nay, nor yet complayne, 
and therefore on their sowles go it that so do and ·not on 
myn'." At the same time he is fully alive to the advantages 
of convertible husbandry, and in the last chaptei- he shows 
how by enclosing, the annual value of a township may be in-
creased fifty per cent. 

When the work of enclosnre was actually undertaken, the 
process pf measuring out each man's holding and readjusting 
the various lots must have presented grave practical diffi
culties; it was hard enough to manage this satisfactol-ily in the 

I See tbe co1ophOD. This statement renders it probable ihat the wort".. not 
.. wriuen by Sir An&hony Fitzherbert. but; by his elder broUler John. Compare 

B. H. C. FlLIlherbert, The ..tulolonAip 01 1M Boo" 0' HwbOftd." """ S"""Yi"11 
in EnglWt H"trial R~. XlI. 225. 
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~~-J~85 later era of enclosing, at the beginning of the nineteentb cen.: 
tury; and Fitzherbert wrote his Husbandry with a view to the 
requirements of landlords who were not able to write', and 
there was much need for a simple book of rules for the more 
ordinary calculations in connection with the management of 
land. This was supplied by Sir R. de Benese, a Canon of 

::::.,.".,.. Merton, whose Boke of the measuring of land was published 
in 1537~ One can easily see that, in conjunction with Fitz
herbert's hints in regard to quick-set hedges, it would be a. • 
real help in carrying out the enclosure of open fields. 

The section of Fitzberbert's Husbandry on Horticulture, 
would be acceptable at a. time when increased attention was 
being given to ga.rdens a.nd orchards'. There are signs of 
a revived interest in this matter in the fifteenth century, as 
the work of Palladins enjoyed a considera.ble popularity. It 
was translated in verse by a Colchester Monk', and formed !'i:: the basis of a Treatise of Planting and Grafting of T"eeB 
which is sometimes found in conjunction with Walter of 
Henley'. The merchants and clothiers were inclined to take 

• to rura.l pursuits', and they ha.d plenty of money to invest in 
the planting of trees and laying out orchards and vineyards. 

There is another series of writings which have survived, 
anq which bear on' pra.ctical matters of another kind. There 

T~..z a;'" is a. great deal that is fascinating in the a.ccounts of voyages, 
Ii..."..",. and the speculations which go to make up so much of the 

Iitera.ture of discovery. The whole world then afforded 
problems such as are now presented by the remoter parts 
of Africa; one writer after another collected a.ccounts of 
voyages and tra.veIs, and on the information thus obtained, 
schemes f';r new expeditions were based. Hakluyt's great 

1 See the chapter enti~ .A IAm'I in/01'JIIt4'i1tn /",. II rovng' gerUU1IUII& tltJI 
''JI'entldA &0 thrive. f. 57 .. 

• On dle inlrodaetion of KeDIi8h Cherrieo by lIan70 in Ihe lime of Henry VIII. 
... PenJl&Ilt, J_fr- Ltmd .. II> 1. 0' W., L 6L 

• Edited for tho E. E. T. B. from a 14ll. of about 1420..... • 
, Brili8h 11....,." SIoaoe, sss. n &110 """"" with Ihe Vaoolali ... of Waller 

of HeDley whleh ... uctibed 10 _10 &lid printed by W1Dk7D de Worde: 
there is aD _Ie in tho Combridgo UDinnily Library. n 10 &110 printed by 
Douce in his editioa. of "A,..oltl. Claronide: Ii IJeeIDI to ban had lID iDteree& for .. 
city _ u weD u dle torm. of letlon of credit whleh .- beIide Ii iD . 
his book. 

• Crowley'l Epigrtmu, 01 Merclaflll, p .. 'L 
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collection is full of recitals of pluck and enterprise, but none A.D. 148. 
of the papers it contains -is of greater intere...t than Mr -1668. 

Thome's argument in favour or prosecuting the north·west 
passage. In particular it brings out clearly the objects which 
attracted the English merchants of that time in urging the 
government to carry on the work of discovery; they were 
eager to trade and to secure a share of the highly prized 
spices of the East, for which the demand in Europe was 

, very great, and also to establish factories and plantstions .. 
The idea "r mining for the precious metals did not take 
'a prominent place in their schemes, at first; but as the 
Spa.niards obtained larger spoils and at last opened up 
the !.eemingly inexhaustible treasures of Potosi, English 
enterprise was for a time diverted to lawlesS methods 
of sharing their booty and to lands where similar gains • 
might be secured. 

• 159. The treatises. which deal with strictly economic 
topics are of great interest from the way in which they 
afford an insight into opinion current at the time, but the 
explanations they give of the phenomena they describe do 
not commend themselves to the modem mind as sufficient. 
The very form of some of the most interesting works in
dicates the uncertainties of the times; for the chief writings 
which deal with the welfare of the nation as a whole, do not 
lay down definite principles, but set forth conflicting opinions 
in dialogue form. More's Utopia and Starkeis Dialogue DIalogtMl. 

are both works of intense interest, but it is hard to see tha.t 
the authors reach any very definite conclusions, or ~re able 
to formulate any new principles for economic life. The justi
fication of sheep·farming, which is put in the mouth of 
Cardinal Pole, and assertion of the benefits which accrue to 
us from being able to buy foreign goods which we cannot 
make at home, may be taken as an interesting statement 
of the iplportsnce of securing plenty, but it cannot be said to 
ad vance beyond the views of Edward m. and his counsellors. 
To make a real step forward it would have been necessary to 
show how this pursuit of plenty could be really reconciled 
with the pursuit of power, which seems to be the guiding 
principle'in other passages; but as this is not done the whole 
tract lacks cohesion. On the other hand, in the Discourse of 
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A.D.1485 the Common Weal of thu Realm of England,. the dialogue 
-1&58. form serves not only to set forth the complaints of different 

cla.'lSes, but to lead up to the very acute and discriminating 
remarks in which the Doctor suggests remedies to be applied. 

PruuA... Besides these dialogues, there is a good deal of literature 
::!uim which dea.ls with economic topics from a moral point of :view, 

though it gives little definite light. The sermons of Clement 
Armstrong, Latinler, and Gilpin' are full of spirited denun
ciation of the vices of the tinle. There is a still grooter' 
interest attaching to the, Tree of the CommonlDealth, the 
treatise which Edmund Dudley wrote while in prison and 

..... 1650. sent to King Henry VIII.,and Crowley's Epigrams contain 
some pointed remarks. But these moralists do not 'speak 
with a very certain BOund; they waver between principles 

, of Christian duty and judgments of political expediency, 
and though their exhortations were very vigorous, we can 
hardly be surprised that they were not effective, for there is 
no satisfactory basis for positive teaching. 

utt~red 
jin~ unti
flUnU bid 
did not 
formulate 
prineipk. 
ofdulU 

So long as they confined themselves to denouncing vices 
there was little difficulty. Some launched out against. the 
extravagance of the rich, some against the idleness and 
discontent of the poor, some against the greed of merchants 
in their bargains, some against the harshness of landlords in 
raising their rents. We may agree that all social evil springs 
from human selfishness and admit that if all men did their duty 
unselfishly and wisely the whole nation wonld be in a better 
state; but these are mere truisms. What was needed was 
defini~ teaching as to the' particular duties of life in each 
different position in society. Medilllval moralists had distin
guished the kind of transaction that was right from the kind 
of transaction that was wrong, and the distinctions they drew 
could no longer be enforced; there are also signs of a feeling 
that the self-interest, which they denounced absolutely, was 
not only sometinles allowable but, when kept within due 
limits, was positively beneficial t4> the community. 

,,,MeA ...... Christian moralists in all ages had said it was wrong not 
.ppli..u. to work; and in the organised structure of medilllval society 

1 atrypa, He. Me.. II. iL 1M. 
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there was litJile difficulty in saying what each man ought to A.D. 1480 

work at, or how long he should work. He might serve the :'!~. 
king in war, or till the soil, or follow his trade and make goods ~= 
to sell; but in a time of transition, when there were so many 
who could get no work to do, there seemed to be no particular 
use in reproving them for being idle. Lupset and Dudley are 
both inclined to take that line, but what was really needed 
was some positive teaching as to the duty of employers. They 
were turning men off from the opportunity of working, 

• and were 1;hus increasing idleness, but there was· great diffi-
culty in deciding what their duty really was. It is not a duty II i •. ... oIy 

to find a man in work, in the same way as it is a duty to pay ;~::;; 
him fur the work he does; the obligation is entirely different. 
It may be ~ act of charity to make employment for those 
who are out of work. but it is impossible to say that it is 
the duty of every employer to carry on his business in such a ' 
fashion as to provide the greatest opportunities of employment. 
This has been seriously urged', and it is a common feeling on 
the part of those who destroy property in the vain hope of 
thereby making work. But there is ;n0 need to demonstrate 
how unsound the position is; all the great improvements in 
the power of satisfying human wants have come about by 
introducing natural forces to lighten the pressure of ~he 
drudgery done by human muscles-but at the same time each 
step in advance has necessarily restricted the opportunities of 
employment, for a time at all events. Preachers could not 
positively say that it was a duty to conduct affairs in such a 
way as to give employment, but they gave utterance to a 
sentiment that it was wicked not to do so. 

In similar fashion all Christian moralists had contended 
that it was wrong to be greedy of gain; and the merchant, Th. f1!UtI 
as a man whQ was peculiarly liable to this temptation, was oj g ••• 

held to pursue a dangerous calling. There had been a 
great deal of acute casuistry expended on the effort to 
distinguish what kinds of transactions were fair, and what 
were to be deprecated; to ask for a share in the profits of 
business while bargaining to be free from. the risks, had 
always been denounced as Wl-ong; and yet in the changed 

1 Defoe. Plait of English Commerce, 58. 
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A.D.1486 circumstances of Tudor times it was very ,.hard to say 
-1658. precisely why it was wrong. Professor Ashley has examined 

the teaching of continental Canon Lawyers and Theologians 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries', but it is not easy 
to see the precise influence which their decisions exercised 
on the practical conduct of business in England'. To lend 

':!:..""'" a merchant money, and to .bargain for a definite, instead of 
a contingent, share in his gains was not extortionate, and it 
was convenient to both parties; was it allowable that it. 
should be done or not'l What benefited trade b~efited the 
realm; and though the sentiment against usury survived, th~ 
ordinary conscience did not feel clear that it was altogether 
an evil practice, since there was difficulty in Baying ",hy it 
was hurtful Moralists could no longer get a hearing when 

• they insisted that it was wrong to take any payment Cor 
the mere use of money; all they could urge was that 
people should not lend on exorbitanb terms; but there 
was no rational definition of what was excessive, for the 
limiting of the rate to 10 per cent., as was done in 1545', was 
no real solution of the difficulty; to some borrowers 10 per 
cent. might be an excessive, to others it might be an easy tate •. 

The duty of work and the evil of greed had been the two 
great foundations of Christian teaching on social matters; and 
in \he Tndor times, the maxilDS which had been thought out 
and formulated by Christian moralists became inapplicable for 
guidance in actual life. This change was due to the introduc-

I TAo.-" tion of capital The duties of employers could not be laid down 
j ojoap;u.l as dutie.3 of strict obligation, nor could the right and wrong use 

of capital be stated with perfect precision; both were constantly 
treated and regulated not as matters of right and wrong, but 
with a view to political expediency; their bearing on the power 
oC the state came to be the criterion of what was allowable. 
In this way enclosures were deprecated, and on this ground 
the State did much to control the direction in which capital 

1 .l.sbJey. Eeouau= B.Vtor7, L ii. 897. 

• See p. 867. ahoy&. 
• On the ecJI&b'ddW ,,; ... or threefold h&rpiD with ODe perIOD, .. hieh opc!IJtIC1 

\he way fur leoding a& a.,6ni ... iDlerS 10 peno .. _ed iD InAIe, .... Adley. 
E~ Butor"L ii. «.(L 

• S7 H. vm. e. 9. 
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was employed; but Christian moralists were no longer able AJ). 1485 

to give positive teaching as to what w"" right or wrong, -1558. 

they were contented to ap~ to sentiments which practica.l 
men regarded "" merely fanciful The outcry against the""" 1M 

un-Christian chamcter of social life in the present day is a =.::.:1. 
vigorous protest against the movement w hicli h"" been going 
on steadily since the fifteenth century. Since the power of 
capital bas come into being, society h"" .been reconstituted 
on a b...is in which the old moral distinctions do not apply; 

, the sentim~nt bas remained, but merely"" a sentiment, and 
no serious effort bas been made to determine what is right 
imd what is, not criminal but still wrong, so "" to give clear 
and djlfinite guidance in ordinary business affairs. • 

1,60. The good intentions and the real weakness of cur- Ed-.l 

rent economic'discussions are admirably exemplified in a paper ~ 
which possesses a special interest, "" it is in the handwriting ~y. 
of King Edward VI.' In presence of the social disorgani-
sation of the time, there w"" a wide-spread feeling that it 
would be well if everyone would do his duty in his own station 
of life; this w"" one element of canonist teaching which, "" 
Professor Ashley bas pointed out, h"" to some extent survived. 
" Men - - bad been placed by God in ranks or orders, each, 
with its own work to do and each with its own appropriate • 
mode of life'." Fitzherbert', following the Gams and Ptall 
of ChesS6 which is familiar to lovers of Caxton, insists on the 
differences of degree' among men, and the importance of :e-:" 
fulfilling the " authorities, works and occupations" for which 
they were respectively responsible. The idea runs through 
the whole of King Edward's tract. He is nervously anxious 
that society should be well organised with each man in his 
own appropriatepla.Ce, and he dreads any incre...e of in-
dividual wealth which should disarrange the social fabrio. 
The gentleman who took to sheep farming, the mercbant 
who became a landed man, the farmer who took several 
f~8 at'once, or who became a pedlar merchant, the artificer 

1 DiIcourH about: the RefoMll4l.ion of many c&buIu. Temporal &giman. Bumet, 
B,' ............ v.97. 

t AshleY. EetmOf1l'io HUtmy, L if. 889. • Hu.sbcmdryl Prologue. 
• SbaIrBpefe, Troll .. """ Q, .... L iii 88. 
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~p~~ who for Ills more pastime would live in the country, were 
all pushing, prosperous men, hut they were all obnoxious 
according to Edward's idea of a well-ordered commonwealth. 

Th. . Noone should have more "than the proportion of the 
{f0.t:""" country would bear"; and therefore the king approved of laws 
00tmlry. for preventing anyone man from having too many sheep, 

or more than two farms or more than one trade to live by. 
There is indee4 a constant and ever recurring difficulty 

between maintaining a systematic organisation on the one, 
hand and leaving scope for expansion and growth oq. the other'. 

\

' Regulation and organisation are good, but they become a~ 
evil if it is necessary to sacrifice activity and vigour in order 
to maintain them; and tills was what Edward was. quite 

. prepared to do, in his capacity as head of the body politic, 
• and to ensure that no one part of the body should "eat up 

B,p"""" another through greediness." But in attempting to repress 
the evils of the time he had no clear principle to guide him, 
but the rough guess that it was "hurtful to enrich im
moderately anyone part. I think," he writes, "this country 
can bear no merchant to have more land than .£100; no 
husbandman nor farmer worth above .£100 or £200; no 
artificer above 100 marc; no labourer much more than he 

• spendeth. I speak now generally, and in such cases may 
fait in one particular; but tills is sure: This commonwealth 
may not bear one man to have more than two farms, than 
one benefice, than 2000 sheep, and one kind of art to live by. 
Wherefore as in the body, no part hath too much nor too little, 
so in a commonwealth ought every part to have ad victum et 
non ad saturitatem." But the whole of his argument suffers 
because there is no clear principle to which appeal can be 
made; the proportion of the commonwealth gave no certain 
guidance. He entirely failed to see that the very energies 
which he was repressing were working indirectly for the 

, All • modem IUI&Iou we may DOIice ho .. with the growth 01 ~ Union 
orgBDiaatioo there bas been • \eodeocy to _ each iodIvidual to apeci1I. 
dopartmImts of work and 10 aoma ...... to • Iimlt..a ........ , of .. wi< (ScbJ .... 
Md1uxU 0/ I..au.m.I lItoo_ .......... p. H), aeecmIiog .. the • proportion' of the 
Orad. • .. ould bear.' Thtee _ regulatiooo boolo taIlsd forth maclI <riticiml 
1m tht gnnmd that they ...... oofair to _tic buliftluala and Iolerfered with 
the .. paooioo of English trade. 
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enriching of the whole commonwealth, so that in time to A.D .• I4S5 

come each of ihe various classes would be the gainers; the -1008. 

proportion of the country 'was so altered that it was able to 
bear the rise of a moneyed class, and middle class, and the 
struggles of .. vast working class, to help themselves. 

The contrast is easily pointed by turning to the contempo- btiT 
rary writing which affords a singular anticipation of the :;.::;." 
modern attitude of miud, on most of the questions in dispute . .;.w, Oft 

"The DisC<Jurse of the C<nn1TWll Weal has always been re-
• garded iii' an accurate and striking work; but it gains int- • 

mensely in interest now that we know its real date', and 
are able to see how mnch its author was' in advance of his 

• con~emporarie.. He treats of each of the topics which at
tracted attention in his" day, and he deals with each in a 
masterly faShion; there is much that is re~kable as a. 
vivid description of the stste of th~ tintes, but the main 
interest lies in the clear enunciation by the leading speaker 
in the dialogue of principles which hi!! companions are 
skilfully led to accept. A brief summary of the leading 
principles the Doctor lays down will serve to bring out the 
epoch-making character of this treatise. 

The Political Philo.sophy which is implied in the Doctor's 
remarks first claims our attention; it shows a curious sinti-
larity to the. principles which were intplicitly. assumed by 
economists for the next two hundred years. 'Modern T....no., 
Political Economy,' says Mr Bonar, 'may be said to begin 
with the introduction of 'taxation as a means of suppo~ing 
states': This method of finance is habitually assumed by 
the Doctor. 'So long as the subjects have it, 80 it is 
meet the king should have it; but what and' they have it 
not 1 for they cannot have it when there is no treasure 
left within the r~lm. ... And as for the subsidies, how can 
they be large, when the subjects have little to depart 
with?' The paragraph as summarised in the margin-' How I 

the kihg cannot have treasure when his subjects have 
none' '-gives a philosophy of taxation in a nutshell 

c. II. 

I See p. 55'2, n. 
t PhilolopAy and Politiall Bconomy, p. 69.. 
• ~ of CO'IrUJlOa JJ'eal, p. 85. 
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A.D. 1485 A still closer affinity with modern habits of thought 
-1658. is brought out by another point. All through the middle 
Btlf.; ..... ages self-interest and private lu'cre had been spoken of as 
.... immoral and evil principles which ought to be put down; 

as we haye seen the preambles of the Tudor statutes reiterate 
the condemnation '; and writers of every school of thought 
were equally strong in denouncing them. But in modern 
times, self-interest is recognised as a stimulus to energy 
and enterprise. which may have beneficia.! results; we are 

• inclined to let it have free play. or only to checJ< it when 
its influence is plainly baneful. Under the. Mercantile 
System it was the avowed object of statesmen to play upon' 
self-interest so as to direct it into the wisest channels ;' and , 
with this the Doctor agrees. Men' may not purchase to 

, themselves .profit by that that may he hurtful to others. 
But how to bring them that they would not do so is all 
the matter'.... True it is that that thing which is profitable 
to each man by "himself (so it be not prejudicial to any 
other) is profitable to the whole commonweal. and not other
wise'.... To tell you plainly, it is avarice that I take for 
the principal cause; but can we devise that all covetous
ness may be taken from men? No.... What then? We 
mus,t take away from men the occasion of their covetousness 
in this ~.: This discriminating view of self-interest 
marks a considerable divergence from contemporary writings; 
and the general attitude of the Doctor corresponds very 
closely with that taken by economic writers long after his 
time. 

When we turn to specific economic doctrines we find 
1M c.,.. that the Doctor is perfectly clear on one important point. 
rMICII. which was not fully understood by some of the financial 

authorities of his own day. He is quite. decided as to the 
evils of a debased cnrrency, and as to its effect in causing 
dearness or dearth. 'And thus to conclude,' he says. 'I 
think this alteration of the coin to be the first originll cause 
that strangers first sell their wares dearer to us; aDd that 
makes a.JJ farmers and tenants. that reareth any commodity. 

1 See above. pp. 480 ILt 626, and 656. • DUco.n.e oj CUIRaDJI Weal. p. so. 
• Ibid. p. '1. • Ibid. p. l2l. 
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again to sell the same dearer; the dearth thereof makes the A.D. 1485 

gentlemen to raise their rents ': Tbis is a commonplaoe-155& 
now, bnt it was an acute observation at tbat time. 

While there is no sign of attaching undne imporlance 
to the precious metals, as if they were the only wealth, 
there is a clear recognition of the fact that a treasure of 
gold or silver is necessary for the royal requirements, ,I, &.1 .... 

especially in war, and that this might be most easily sup- oflralk. 
• plied through the commercial balance of trarle. 'If we keep 

within IlI5 much of our commodities, we must spare many 
• other things that we have now from beyond tbe seas; for 

we must always take heed that we buy no more of strangers 
thad we sell them; for so we should empoverish ourselves 
and enrich theDl; For he were no good husband that hatb 
no other yearly revenues but of husbandry to live on, that· 
will buy more in tbe market t1!an he selleth again>: T~ 
Docfhr takes the mercantilist position as distinguisbed from 
the bullionist. Modern writers are inclined to assert that the 
object which these parties had in view was a mistaken one; 
witbout discussing this criticism -it may be enough for me to 
point out that the Doctor advocates the more sensible means 
{or attaining the .end in view; in 1549 he urged an opinion 
which found general acceptance a century later. 

If we pass now from points of doctrine to direct. practical 
proposals, we find the Doct(fT recommending measures, the PNldical 

wiedom of which was eventually recognised, so that they P"'P",al/t 

were adopted at later times. 
The dialogue of 1549 is fnll of remarks' on the debased 

state of the coinage; among them is a suggestion as to 
the best method of effecting a remedy, After criticising 
varions proposals for a gradual cbange, the Doctor says, for . 
the goldsmiths • apperceiving the new coin of gold to be ........ g<. 

better than the new coin of silver that was made to connter- • 
. value ii, picked out all the goid, as fast as it came forth 

I DUcour.e of Oommon WNl, p. 1M. It is one of the grounds for believing ti.!at 
the Doctor was drawn &om Hugh Latimer that this bishop had expressed bimR-lf 
in similar terms iD his Lent sermons before the King. (&rmoa., 68, 95, 1S7.) 

·s Ibid. p. 68 . 
.$ These were recast o:r omitted as no longer applicable in l5Sl, when W. S. 

Wlucd his editiOIl. 
36-2 
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A.D. 1485 of the mint, and laid that aside for other uses; so that 
-1068. now y6 have but. little more than. the old current.' And 

so both the king's highness is deceived of his treasure, and 
the thing intended never the more brought to pass; and 
all'is because there is no due proportion kept between the 
coins, while the one is better tthan the other in hiB degree, 
And as I meant to show you another way; that is, if the 
king's highness should call in suddenly all his now current 
money, and set forth a new coin somewhat better, but yet • 
not all so pure as the old.'.' It is interesting ~o notice 
how closely the suggestion here made tallies with the plan. 
actually adopted in 1560. 

{:::;::;'''11 The Doct<n was also strongly in favour of inviting sk{I1ed 
.Lilkd artizans to settle among us:. He would not.set the privileges 
't:':"gft- • of the old companies entirely aside, but he condemned them 

as being sometimes injurious. • I say not that strangers 
should commonly have like liberty or franchise [as they 
that were prentices in a city]. But as one craft makes 
but one particular company of a town or city, so I would 
have the wealth of this city regarded, rather than the com
modity or franchise of one craft or mistery: for though 
commonly, none should be admitted there to work but su~h 
as ~ free, yet when a singular good work~n in any mistery 
comes, which by his knowledge might both instrnct them 
of the town, being of the same faculty, and also bring into 
the town much commodity besides, I would in that case, 
have private liberties and privileges to give place to a 
public wealth, and such a man gladly admitted for his ex
cellency to the freedom of the same town, without bnrdening 
of him with any charge for his first eutry or setting up. 
Yea, where a town is decayed, and lacks artificers to furnish 
the towns with snch crafts, as either were sometime well 

• exercised there, or might be by reason of the situation and 
commodity of the same town, I would have better crafts 
allured out of other places, where they be plenty, 'to come 
to those towns decayed to dwell, offering them their freedom, 
yea their house rent free, or some stock lent them of the 
common stock of such towns. And when the town is well 

I ~ 0/ CPmIOJa Weal. p. 106. 
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furnished of such artificers, theu to stay the coming of A.D. 1486 

forei~ers; but where the town lacks inhabitants of arlificers, -1568. 

it were no policy for the restoration of the town to keep off 
any strange artificers; for the. most part of all towns afe 
maintained by craftsmen of all sorts, but specially by those 
that makes any wares to eell out of the country and brings 
therefore treasure into the same'.' When we remember 
how much England has gained from the introduction of 

• skilled workmen under Elizabeth, and in later reigns, we 
cannot bat feel that the Doctor was wise in pleading for such 
liberty. 

The most imminent danger of his time was of course 
due' to the increase of sheep farming at the expense of .'~for. 
tillage, and the agricultural policy which the Doctor suggests 'de"';':J:! 
closely coincides with that which was eventually adopted . .rw.. 
He was anxious to make the profit of the plough as good . 
as the profit of the grasiers'; he proposed-in language 
which still more closely harmonises with the views of the 
statesmen who granted Corn Bo.unties under William III :-
that' the husbandman might have as much liberty at all times 
to sell corn, either within the realm or without, as the grasier 
hath to sell his; which should make the husbandmen more 
willing to occupy their plough. And the one seeing the 
other thrive would turn their pasture to tillage. And though 
it enhanceth the market for a time, yet would it cause much 
more tillage to be used, and consequently more corn; which 
in time of plenty within the realm, might bring in much 
treasure; and in time of scarcity would suffice for the realm, 
as I showed you hefore. Apd thus with lucre they should be 
enticed to occupy the plough'.' A comparison of this argu-
ment with the remarks of Harrison, some thirty years later, 

. on Corn Bodgers', enables us to feel how much the Doctor 
was ahead of his contemporaries. It is not a little noticeable 
that ... in his commercial principles, so with respect to 
industry and agriculture, he makes recommendations which 
were afterwards generally accepted., and long maintained. 

The anthor of the Discourse was in adv~ce of his time, 

1 Dr"scour" 0/ OO'l2l'mO!t We~ p. 129. 
• Ibid. p. 128. 

• Ibid. p. 58. 
• Dttronpt'iots of EngkwJ. 
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A.D.l485 and full effect was not given to all his ideas whe.n the 
-1558. economic system of the country was really organised on a 
Th. EI..... national basis in the time of Elizabeth, but there was com· 
:::::n paratively little of the repression which Edward recom-

mended; and the repression was exercised in coonexion 
with a political, not an economic, principle. The idea of 
national power which had been gradually coming into clearer 
consciousness was treated seriously by her advisers; private 
interest was looked on with disfavour, but it was only reo 
pressed when it conflicted with the strength of tlfe realm; 
for the rest its activity and force were recognised and directed. 
The true solution of the conflict between public and private 
interest is not perhaps to be stated in general terms; it must 
possi!Jly be discovered anew by each age for itself; but we may 

.at least feel that if the legislation of Elizabeth had been 
drafted in "the spirit which inspired Edward's little essay, it 
could not have stood so firmly or so long as it did. Rules 
were laid down for every department of life-for industry and 
agriculture and comme~nd a very elaborate code was 
passed for employers and employed and unemployed Y ~t 
so much scope was given for enterprise and the accumulation 
of wealth that the great force of private interest was guided 
and ,.egulated, not repressed; its best energy was directed 
into channels which served to promote the riches of in. 
dividuals, and did not at any rate injure the power of 
England. 



APPENDIX. 

A. THE ASSIZE' OF BREAD. 

THB earliest form of regulations for the prioe of bread, wbich 
might possibly have influenced English ordinances on the subject, 
is to be found in the Frankfort Capitulare of A.D. 794. It aims 
at limiting the prioe of corn and of food, no matter what the 
season might be, and fixes a. maximum ratej this was a matter of ' 
importanoe for Charles and his court. 

Statuit piissimus dominus noster rex, consentienti saneta 
synodo, ut nullus homo, sive ecclesiasticus, sive laicus sit, ut 
nunquam carins vendat a.nnonam sive tempore a.bundantire, sive 
tempore caritatis, quam modium publicum et noviter statutum. 
De modio de avenal denario uno, modio ordii' denariis duo, 
modio sigli' denarii tres, modio frnmenti 4 denarii quatuor. 'Si 
vero in pane vendere valnerit duodecim. panes de fruoiento, 
habentes singuli libras duas, pro denario dare debeat, sigalatius 
quindecim mquo pondere pro denario, ordeaceos viginti similiter 
pensantes, avenatios viginti quinque similiter pensantes .• De 
vero annona publica domini regis, si venundata fuent, de avena 
modius 2 pro denario, ordeo den. 1, sigalo den. 2, frumento mod. 
densr. 3. ' Et qui nostrum habet beneficium, diligentissime p""" 
videat, quantum potest Deo donante, ut nullus ex. mancipiis ad 
illum pertinentes beneficium famen moriatur, et quod superest 
illius famillie neoessitatem, hoc libere vendat jure prescripto'. 

In London regulations were made on this subject at a very 
early date; the following rule, which occurs in close conjunction 
with one for wages, is certainly not later than the twelfth century, 
and may be earlier~. 

DB CONBTITUTIONB BT PONDERATIONB PANIS. 

Lune post sanclum lucam constitutum est apud Gildhallam 
quando lrumentum vendebatur pro xl et aliud pro xxxviij d. 
tunc ponderavit gastellum' de ob. Ix solidOB et paWs bisus' de 
ob. ix marcas. 

1 Oata. , Barley. • Coarae wheat. ' Wheat. 

: ~{j~M:~~ ~~~~~: 118 hI in • twelfth centary or very early 
thirteenth century hand. 

1 Wutel brea.d, fine bread (Fr. gA.teau). 8 Brown brend (Fr. bis). 
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DB CONDITIONE OPBRARIORUll. 

Et ibidem tunc provisum est ut magister carpentarius at 
. magiie.r ma.ceri",,' et magise.r tegulator' capiat ind. ij d ~t e<mre
diu1n Oi \''61 sine con-redio ii,j d pro O11mibus. Minores vero iij 011. 
~um con-redio. vel sine conredio iij d. Coopertoresc vero ut de 
iunco vel arundine capiat magister iij ob. cum conredio vel iij d 

. sine conredio, minores a.ueem i d et conredium vel ii d pro mnnibuB, 
et ita servetu.- usq"" pascha. 

The same mss. contain (foL 85 b) an AsSize of Bread which 
is much more elaborately worked out; it is of the time of 
Heury IL, and differs in several important respects from that 
in the Statute Book .. The range of prices for wheat ill different, 
as this runs from eighteenpenee to .six shillings a quarter, while. 
the Statute Book gives larger variations, from two to twenty 
shillings. The order is different, 88 this runs from a high <!,riee 
and small weight to .. low price and large weight, while the 
Statute Book begins with cheap com and a large loaf and runs to 

• dearer com and smaller weights. The two lists agree in the size 
of the loaf when corn was sold for four shillings and sixpenee; it 
was to weigh 30 shillings, each presumably of twelve pence, and 
the pennies of twenty to the ounce; but in the earlier &88ize the 
loaf was smaller than in the later one, both when com was as 
dear as six shillings and when com was as cheap 88 two shillings. 
tb.e quarter'. The allowance for the baker's servants is larger 
in ~e later assize, "" the baker was to have three halfpenee. for 
three servants instead of four, and a halfpenny instead of a 
farthing for the two \ads. 

JIec est assi ... de pane faciendo et vendendo que probata est 
PM' pistores domini regis Henrici secundi, ita quod pistor poterit 
sic vendere ut subscriptum est et in quolibet quartinario frumenti 
lucrari tres d. et brennum exceptis duolmB panilmB ad foro ... 
gium'. Et quatuor servientilmB tres 000108 et duobU8 garcioni
hus quadrantem. In sale 010. in gesto' ob. in bosco tres d, in 
candela quadrantem in buneter" ob. 

Quando quartierium frumenti se vendit pro sex sol; tunc 
debet panis .... bonus at albus et pond"""re """decim sol. de xx" 
lorras'; et panis de toto blado" debet ease bonus ita quod nichil 
inde subtrahatorw et debet pondersre viginti quatuor sol. de xx 
lorr... Quando quarterium frummti se vendit pro quinqUB 

1 The maker 01 the waltled sides of a h01l88. 

t The tiler. - Allowance of food. rations. • The thatcher. 
• Aooording kt the assize in Arnold's Cltrcntick, which it probably of the 

fifteenth century, the pricee of wheat; gil'8D range hom a.. &0 201. d&e quarter. 

~ :~: ~t:1';:; in.:.:ee:h~ ::ea: :..~ 0::-:00 ~!t: ~~~, 
Henry m; UUs looks as if the debasing 01 the eoneocy ."U really feU. but it is 
&00 douLtful to be t.lu! buia of 8tJy inference. 

• The paymeut; too the baker h.i.mIIell. 
, YeasL I A bolting ('loUt. 
• Twenty pence 10 the oonce; see the paten' of t B. lL quoled aa a note in 

Record. Edition of Statutu, L 200. 
10 Whole meal bread. 
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solidis et sex denariis tunc debet ponderare Ti"ointi sol et aIius _ 
pani. viginti octo sol. Qwmdo pro quinque solidis too"" debet 
ponderwe Ti"ointi quatuor soL. et aliu paois :n::x- duos sol 
Quando pro quatqpr solidis et sex d. tune de~ pondmare 
triginta sol, et ali .... q1ltldra"ointa sol 

Quando pro quatuor soIidis tune debet ponderare triginta sex 
sol et ali," quadrsginta sex sol 

Qwmdo pro trihu soIidis et sex denariis, _ debet ponderare 
quadraginta duos sol et ali .. q ..... quaginta quatuor sol 

Quando pro friba solidis too"" de~ ponderare qVGdrsginta 
• oetb soL et a1 .... sexaginta quatuor sol 

QtIlID.~O pro duobns IlOlidis et sex denariis t""" debet pondero
are q"'nquq.,ointa q"atoor soL et ali .. sexaginta duodecia sol 

Q!MJlldo pro duob... solidis tunc debe. ponderare aenginta 
soL et ali ... quatuor h"bras. 

Quando pro octodecim denariis tunc de~ pondmare """"'" 
ginta sa: sol. et a1iuo quatuor Iibras et octi sol 

Et sic deineeps ad plus vendieioois frumenti minor panis et 
ad minus T"endicionis frumenti maio~ panis. • 

(Explicinnt leges illustrissimi et invictissimi Henriei Regis 
secnndi tilii Matillidis predicte impmotricis.) 

Other sortB of bread occasionally mentioned are bread Of tret, 
which I take to be tourta, and to correspond to the bread of 
sigala, though this grain was rarely grown in England (compare 
Rogers' Pri<:ew, L 17!): from the frequent mentions in the Liher 
Albus (L 259, 265, 338, 7(», and especially m !14 note) jb 
appears to be bread made of .....,., 1Ionr, but it is not clear 
how this would dilfer from bread de omni blado, or de toto blado. 
In the assize in Arnold'. Clwmtick, where several sorts of loaf are 
specified, the 'loaf of all manner of grain' is distinctly ~en of 
as a wheat loaf (p. 66). On the otlier band we also hear of 
mixtilionis, which appears to ha ... e been compo<;ed of dilferent 
grains, and of horse bread, which was 'made of beans (Riley in 
Glossary to Libt:r Albus sub payn pur "M_). , 

The various loaves mentioned in this assize then appear to be 
made of wheat and of wheat only: but the Judit:ium pill"';" 
.... hich is attributed to the time of Henry IlL, ordains that the 
jurors who settle the assize of bread shonld take account of the 
J.rice, not merely of wheat but of oats. The S_ tis pislori
"us too has a special clsnse de wndihoM fan"" which refers to 
the adnlteration of oatmeal It appears that juSt as the price of 
wastel bread was given as sufficiently indicating the price of 
other :-beat loaves, so the price of wheat rnled the rate at which 
rye bread, or any other bread was to be sold. In the face of all 
tbe evidence we have that other bread was constantly used for 
the allowances of servants on estates, it seems impossible to 
believe that it was never exposed for sale in towns. 

The mode of proceeding in attempting to eoforce the assize of 
bread is, fully described in the Romney customary, Lyoo, /)_, 
II. 337. • 
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B. MANORIAL RECORDS. 
I. SERVICES AND EXTE~TS. 

THB interesting description of the duties of a Ee",," h ... been 
printed by Dr Lieberma.nn from the ms. in the Library of Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge (CCCLXXXIII. f. 102); for the translation 
and notes I am indebted to the kindness of Professor Skeat. The 
DIS. dates from about noo, but the document is probably from the 
early part of the eleventh century; it immediately follows the well
known Eectitudines, and throws considerable light on the system • 
of managing estates in England before the N orma.n Cooquest. 

The documents which follow serve to illustrate the conditions 
of rurru life at periods from whicb much fuller inform&-' 
tion survives. The first is a remarkably detailed survel. of 
the Manor of Barley in Essex; it was taken in the first 
year of Edward II. and it shows the obligations and position 
of the villains before the services were commuted for money . 

• At the time when this extent was taken the manor of Barley 
belonged to the King. Edward I. had procured it, along with 
other lands and castles, for a sum of 20,000 mares; it continued 
to be vested in the C.-own till 1346, when King Edward III. 
granted it to Christchurch, Canterbury, in exchange for all the 
rights of the convent in the port of Sandwich and Isle of 

.Sheppey (Morant, E88e:1J, n. 318). The extent is now transcri~ 
from a book in the British Museum which belonged to Christ
church (Add. mss. 6159), into which it was probably copied at the 
time when the monastery came into possession of this manor. A 
tra~ation h ... heen printed by Prof. E. P. Cheyney in the A muds 
of tJ .. .American Academy qf Polilical Scienu, voL IV. p. 275. 
. Some other extracts are appended aa illustrations of the 

changes which occurred when lands were let at a rent, and the 
services were commuted for money. The information about 
Barrington is extracted from an extent which occurs in a book of 
deeds relating to property there, written in a fifteenth century 
hand, and now in the muniment room of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. It shows that before the third year of King 
Edward III. the services of the villains were all valued, 80 that 
they might be actually rendered or else paid in money; they were 
then oommuted for regular rents. 

The extract tram the Winslow Court Rolle is from the twenty
first year of Edward III., that is before the Black n ... th, and is 
interesting as showing that the Abbey endeavoured to mtintain 
the collective responsihility of the tell&Dts for the money pay
ments, just aa they had been collectively responsible for services. 
The other cases occurred after the Black Death. There are two 
extents of the manor of Rustington, Sussex, in .. fifteenth 
century hand in .. ms. (0. L 25) in the Trinity College Library at 
Camhridge: one of these waa made in the third year of Edward 
III., and the other in the eighth year of Edward IV. They 
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illustrate very clearly the change which was' going on at this 
time. From another document in the same hock it app"&rS that 
a considerable alteration occurred in the forty ..... cond year of 
Edward m., and there were farther changes in the twenty-first 
of Richm II., as we. learn from the body of the later extent. 
One or other of these is prohably the event which is referred to 
by a clerical error in the extract as occurring in the twentieth 
year of Ed ward III. 

For the example of a stock and land lease I am indebted to 
the kindness of the Rev. W. Hunt. It has been already 

, printed by Mr .A.rchbcId in his Somer.et ReligiOUll HOUIle8, 
, • p. aoo, alonl, with much valuable information on the condition 

of the mona:steries and their property_ It affords an illustration 
'If a type of contract which bas long ceased to be familiar; this, 
lease was made by the Prior of Bath Abbey in 29 and 30 
Henrx VIIL, just, before the dissolution of the monasteries,. 
and it Serves to show that this method of letting land survived 
till a much later date than is genera.lly supposed. 

A considerable number of documents simiI .... to the specimens •• 
here given have been printed at diJIerent times, and may be found 
in County Histories and other publications. Tbe excellent 
Claatrifod List of Printed Original Materialafor English Manorial 
and Agrarian Hi.tory, by Miss F. G. Davenport (Radcliffe 
College Monographs), forms an invaluable guide to the available 
sources of information. 

1. BB GESCBADWISAN GEREFAN. 

fl1 Se scadwis gerefa sceal "'g5",r witan ge hlafordes landriht 
ge folces gerihtn, be ~am l5e hit of eaIddagum witan gerEdd&n, 
WIld ",Icre til5an timan l5e to tune belimp5; for 15am on manegum 
landum til~ bili redre 150n"" on ol5rum: ge ~e tima hrEdra, ge 
mEd"; rEdran, ge winterdlln eac swa, ge gebwilc o15er tilt!. 

[2] Hede se l5e scire healde pret he fri15ige WIld for1lige .. Ice 
be 15am 15e bit selost sy; and be 15am he eac mot l5e bine weder 
wi~. He sceal snotorlice smeagean and georne tiurhsmugan 
... lIe t!a 15ing l5e blaforde magan to ... de. 

[3] Gyf be wei aginnan wile, ne mreig he .Ieac beon ne to 
• oferhydig; ac he mot .. g5er witan ge I .... e ge mare, ge betere ge 

m .. tre 15 ... l5e to tune beIimpt!, ge on tune ge on dune, ge on wucla 
ge on w.,tere, ge on felda ge on falde, ge inne ge ute; for 15am to 
soI5e ic secge, oferbogie he oWe forgyme t!a liing to beganne and 
to bewitanne, l5e to scipene oMe to odene belimpa15, 80na hit wyr~ 
on berne I'ret to 15am belimpat!., 

[41 11.0 ic ].,re pret be do .wa ic "'r cwEt!: gyme ",g5er ge 
15res selran ge p... sremran, pret nalior ne miofare, gyf he wealdan 
mmge, ne corn ne sceal, ne B.rese ne fiotsmeru, ne cyse ne cyslyb, 
ne nan ISera l5inga t!a ",ira to note mrege. 

[5] Swa .ceal god soyrman his hlafordes 'healdan, do ymhe 
his agen swa owe. he wylie. A sw .. he gecneordra owe. bi~ be 
weor5ra, gyf he wits witan hafots his wisan gemmne. ... 
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[6] Symle he sceal his hyrmen scyrpan mid manunge to 
h1afordes neode and him eac lesnian be l5am lSe hy esmian. 

[7] Ne lart.e he Dlefre his hyrmen hyne oferwesJdan, ac wille 
he ... lene mid hlafordes cree.fte and mid folcrihte. Selre him hi. 
IIlfre of folgolSe !Sonne on, gyf hine ma.gan ~ldan fia !S& he BColde 
wesJdan. N e bi~ hit hlaforde rEd »at he »at fiafige. . 

[8] lEfre he m"'ig findan OIl fiam he marig nyt beon and 6,. 
nytte don lSe him fylstan seylan; hnru is mrest neod J>at he asece, 
hu he yrde mrege fyrme geforllian !Son ... llres tinla sy. 

[9] Me mIIlig in Maio and J nnw and Julio on sumem 
fealgisn, myxendincgan ut dragan, lochyrdla tilian, sceap scyran, 
bytlian, bote atan tynan, tymbrian, wudian, weodian, laId ian, • 
:fiscwer lJI1'U1. mylne macian ; • 

[10] on hrerfeste ripan, in Agusto and Septembri and Octobri 
mawan, wad spittan, fela tilfia ham grederian, l5acian, lSecgan and 
£aid weoxian, scipena behweorfan and h10san eac swa, Ill. tp tune 
to .ti~ winter cume, and eac yrlSe geome forllian; 

[Ill on wintra erian and in miclum gefyrstum timber cleofan, 
• • orceanf rEran cmd mamige inweorc wyrcean, tserhsan, wudu doofan, 

hrylSer ·anstyllan, swyn stigian, on odene eylne msci8ll-{)fn a'llo(l 
aste and fela ~inga scesJ to tnne-ge esc henna hrost ; 

(12] on lrengtene eregian and impian, beana sawan, wingeard 
_n, dician, deorhege heawan and ralSe IIlfteto fiam, gif hit mot 
gewiderian, mederan settan, linsed sawan, wadsred eac BWa, 
wyrtun plantian and fela ~inga ic eal· geteaUan ne marig, pal 
god scirman bycgan sceaL 

[13] A he mreig findan hwret he m"'ig on byrig betan; ne 
l5earf he na nnnyt beon !Son .... he l!rer hinnan b~ : 00lSe hus godian, 
rihtan and weomn and grep hegisn, dicsceard batan, he~"", 
godian, weod wyrtwalian, betweox hnsan bricgisn, beoddian, 
bencian, hors anstyllan, Bor feonnian o(5(5e synnes 8tDll t;ing t5e 
to nyte mrege. 

(141 He sceaI fela tola to tune tilian and fela andlornena to 
husan liabban : . 

(15] 1Eese, adsan, bi!, byrae, scafan, &age, cimbiren, tigehoc, 
DIIlfebor, mattuc, ipping-iren, seesr, cnltur and eac gadiren, si~ 
sioo!, weodhoc, spade, 8OOfte, wadspite!, brerwan, beaman, byte!, 
race, geafte, hlredra, hOn!Camb and sceara, fyrtange, wlllipnndem; 
and fela towtola: ftexlinau, spinle, reo!, gearu windan, Btodlan, 
lorgas, presse, pihten, timplean, witte, wefta, wulcamb, cip, amb, 
crancstoef, sceal!ele, seamsticcan, scearra. DIIldIe, slic. 

[16] And gif !>e smeawyrhtan blllfl!, fiam he scesJ to tolan 
fylst&1L Mylewerde, BUtera, leodgotan aud roran wyrhtan IIlle 
weorc sylf wisal! hwret him to gebyre3; Dis .. mig man 1* ateUan 
UUEg8 fia tol ealle lSe man habban sceaL 

[17] Man scesJ -habban "'IIlngewedn, aulhgesidn, ege3getigu 
and fela ~in" ... ~ ic no geIUllDlnian De can, ge eac mete, awel and 
to odeDe ftigel and .. ndJamena rela: hwer, lead, eyte!, hIIIldel. 
pannan, crocca, brandiren, dixsa, stelmelas, eyfa, cyftaa, cyme, 
eysfiet, ceodan, wilian, wiDd.las, systras, eyfa, sredleap, bridde!, 
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b.ersJie, t..mespila.n, fauna, trogas, ... cena, hyfa, hunigbinna., 
beorbydene, bret5fret, beodas, butas, hleda, melas, cuppan, scobban, 
candelstafas, sealtfret, sticfodder, piperhorn, cyste, mydercan, 
bearmteage, hlyda.n, sceamelas, stolas, 'Ire1Ia.s, lcohtf .. t, blacern, 
cy11an, sapbox, camb, yrsebinne, fodderhec, fyrgebeorh, melu
hudern, .. lhyde, ofnrace, m • .xscolle. 

[18] Hit is earfol5e eall to gesecganne 1>"" so ~enca.n scoal 
fie scire healt; ne sceolde he nan ISing forgyman fie &>fre to note 
mehte: ne for~a· musfel1an ne, I>"" git wse is, to h",psan pinn; 
fela sceal to holdan hames gerefan ami to gemetfmstan manna 

• hyrde. 
[19] If geeende be &m fie ic euISe; se fie bet cnone gec~e 

his mare. • 

• (I) The sa"aa.eious reeve ought to know both the lord's land
right,and the folk-rights, even as the counsellors of olden days 
have determined; and the season of every crop that pertains to 
a homestead;' since, in many districts, the farm~work is earlier 
than in others; that is, ploughing-time is earlier, the season for .. 
wowing is earlier, and so likewise is the winter'pasturing, and 
every other kind of husbandry. 

. (2) Let him who holds such office take heed that he guard 
and further every work according as is best for it; and he must 
act with regard to it as the weather directs him. He ought pru
dently to consider and diligently to look into' all the things that 
may be for his lord's advantage. 

(3) If he wants to begin well, he must not he too lax nor 
too overweening, but he must know both the lesS and the more, 
both the greater and the less important matters that concern 
II. homestead, both in the farm-yard and ·on the down, both in 
wood and in water, both in field and fold, both indoors and out. 
For I tell you of II. truth, if he be too proud or negligent to 
undertake and attend to the things which belong to cattle-stail or 
threshing-floor, the result, in so far as it depends on such matters,. 
will soon shew itself in the barn '. 

(4) But I advise that he do as I said before. Let him pay 
attention to things great and sma.U, so that neither go wrong as 
far as he can control it; neither corn nor sheaf, nor flesh nor 
cream·, nor cheese nor rennet-, nor any of the things that can 
ever be of USB. ' 

(5) So should a good reeve keep his lord's goods; let him do 
what h.e will with his own. Ever, as he becomes more diligsnt, }Vill 
he be more valued, if he observes a course like that of " wise man. . 

1 Lit .• to creep into'; but tiwA.mallgan was used (like the Icel. .".,'i1ga), with 
the particular 8eDBe of putt.ing the head throUR'h t.he neck-hole of & smock-like 
garment; see Sbat, Etym. Diet., 8.Y. naoci. Rente the &8DS8 of 'ptser into,' 
'look into: or • investigate.' 

! ~:a~4:ahS;O~= ~e:.ve now call I meat: Flol8men, is obvionsl 
.~,' though poorly tra.nslated hitherto by ·OoatWg·fat: However, the i!!L 
IMp is the 'usual word for' butter'; and • loa&-bu.Uer· is obviously' cream.' 

• Prov. Eug. chte,dope. 
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(6) He should ever stimulate his servants hy an admonition 
(to ohse .... e) their 10rd'B'desire; and moreover should pay them 
according to what they deserve. 

(7) He should never let his servants get the upper hand of 
him, but let him wish (to direct) each one, with a lord's authority 
and according to folk-right. Far better were it for him to be 
always out of office rather than in it, if they whom he should rule 
come to rule him. It will not be prudent for hIS lord to permit 
this. 

(8) He can ever be finding out something to he useful in, 
and be thinking of useful things to assist him. However, it is • 
most desirable for him to search out how he may aromote the 
estate by farming', when the right time for it comes round. 

(9) In May and' June and July, in summer, one may harrow, 
carry out manure, set up sheep-hurdles, shear sheep, build up', 
repair, hedge', build with timber, cut wood, weed, make .folds, 
and construct a fish-weir and a mill. 

(10) In harvest one may reap, in August and September 
, and October one may mow, set woad with a dilJble', gather home 

many crops, thatch them and cover them over, and cleanse' the 
folds, prepare cattle-sheds and also shelters', ere too se"ere a winter 
come to the farm; and also diligently prepare the soil 

(11) In winter, one should plough, and in severe frosts 
cleave timber, make an orchard, and do many affa.irs indoors; 
thresh, cleave wood, put the cattle in stalls and the swine in pig
sties, set up a stove on the threshing-tfoor-for an oven and a 
kiln 7 and many things are necessary on a farm-and moreover 
(provide) a hen·roost. 

(12) In spring one should plough and graft, sow beans, set 
a v&e-yard, mak~ ditches, hew wood for a wild-deer-fence; and 
soon after that, if the weather permit, set madder, sow linseed 
(i.e. flaxseed) and altiO woad· seed, plant a garden, and (do) 
many things which I cannot fully enumerate, that a good steward 

_ought to provide. 
(13) He can always find something on the manor to improve; 

he need Dot be idle, when he is in it; he can keep the house in 
order, set it to rights and clean it; and set hedges along'the 
d .... ins', mend the breach .. in the dikes, repair the bedg..., root 
up weeds, lay planks between the houses, make tables and 
benches, provide horse-stalls, scour the Hoor; or let him think of' 
something that may be usefuL 

~ I here VeDture to translatef.'/nRe literally. 
S I alter the punctuation, to glve 8OIIl8 sense; the p~e iI certainly corrupt, 

bm,tl~~~daa~::;,,=':t!:~ bou alaR) is ~ ~ior re4J~ . 
• Zupitza suggests that this is cognate with G. 1DUc:4e.; lee alao Swt1Cl.. ~ 

to wipe over wit.b a brush. <I 
G .0\ guess; supposed to be allied to Jallm". , Lit. an out-botule. 
I Liebermann tran:Blatt:s. grer by Ger. ia ... in.den. BoweTer, the Epinal 

gloss hu: .. Scrobibus, groepura = grlpWA)." The reference ia ubrioo.a1,. klthe 
setting 01 hedges with trenches below them, in &he ordi..oary .ay. 
. • .,nRU ia obviouslv wrong, but &be final • wu doe to the • in .... Jkad 
qmu=.u.ne, let him think of.. It. .ahonld govem a genitive. 
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(14) He should provide many tools for the homestead, and" 
get many implements for the boildings: (as, for instance)-

(15) An axe, adze, bill, awl, plane, saw, chimbe-iron " tie
hook', auger, mattock, prise', share, coulter; and also a goad-iron, 
scythe, sickle, weed-hook, spade, shovel, woad-dibble, barrow, 
besom, beetle, rake, fork, ladder, horse-comb and sheare, fire
tongs, weighing-scales, and many spinning-implements, (such !"'): 
flax-threads', spindle, ree1, yarn-winder, stoddle' .. weaver's beams, 
press, comb, carding_tool-, weft, woof', wool~mbt roller-, slay· 
(I), winder with a bent handle, shuttle, seam-pegs ", shears, needle, 
slick-stonell• .. 

(16) And if be has skilled workmen, he should provide them 
with tools.· As for the mill-wright, shoe-maker, plumber, and 
other artisans, each work itself shews what is necessary for each; 
there is no ma.n that can enumerate all the tools tha.t one ought 
to have. • 

(1 '> One ought to have coverings for wains, ploughing-gear, 
barrowing-tackle, and many things that I cannot now name; as 
well as a measure, an awl, and a flail for the threshing-floor, and 
many implements besides; as, a caldron, leaden vessel, kettle, 
ladle, pan, crock, fire-dog, dishes, bowls with handles, tubs, 
buckets, a churn, cheese-vat, bags, baskets, crates, bushels, sieves,_ 
seed-basket, wire-sieve, hair-sieve, winnowing-fans, troughs, ash
wood-pails, hives, honey-bins, beer-barrels, bathing-tub, bowls, 
butts, dishes, vessels, cups, strainers", candle-sticks, salt-cellar, 
spoon-<>ase, pepper-horn, chest, money-bol<, yeast-box, seats" (I), 
foot-stools, chairs, basins ", lamp, lantern, leathern bottles, bo" 
for resin [or soap'k comb, iron bin, rack for fodder, fire-guard, 
meal-ark", oil-flask ,oven-rake, dnng-shovel. . 

(18) It is toilsome to recount all that he who holds this office 
ought to think of; he ought never to neglect anything that may 
prove useful, not even a mouse-trap, nor even, what is less, & 

peg for a hasp_ Many thin!!" are needful for .. faithful reeve 
of a household and for a temperate guardian of men. 

1 Prov. Eng. eAirnlul, the prominent part of the staves beyond the rim. of a. = ~ cAim~ •• irtna W88 probably a son of spokeshave, $0 make \he stave-ends 

II I do not see how a • tie-hook' 08D mean a vice, lUI lI1lggeatod. I take it to be 
a hook such as is oaed for twisting hay.bands. 

II Prov. E. priu, a lever for OpeWDg a box; the A. S. word means 'opening-
iron: , 

II Translated by Ger.jlacA.II1ind6, without RthoritJj the A.. S.lIIM (pL IIJUm) 
means 'a Iiue..' 

6 PallIb'l'ave hu: • StodylL a IOOle for a wever'; seo.se unknown. 
G Perlm.p$ allied to provo E. 14 tum, to card wool for the tirsL time. 
1 • Cl.ad.i.a, weft vel oweb' i Gloss. lB. 2S; and oweb=woof. 
s • K'Ji..tretJ, the horizontal roller of a draw.well'; Halliwell. 
II See Bosworth. J.O i.e. pegs to hold a thiug for sewing. 
11 See Halliwell. 
11 t;ee Toller; frolo alorl-, to strain. 11 J1=Alida.. 
111 L~t. l4beUa. 
HIi Hardly a mcal·hou.se, but rather a meal.arlt 01' 00:1:, called a meal·hOU8e as 

being a place where it iB stored. 
10 I lake ~ in the BeDtie of 'oil,' not· eeL' ,. 
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(19) I have declared all as well as I could; let him who 
knows better declare wore than this. 

2. EXTENTA lIwBBU DE BORLE. 

tI Extenta lI[aneru de Borlee facta ihidem die martil 
proxima post festum saneti Matthmi Apo8Ioli Anno domini 
HCCCVIII regno Regis Edward. filii Regis Edwardi primo, coram 
Johannem Ie Doo Seneschallo per manus Willie1mi de ffolesham 
clorici per sacramentum Philippi Ie Reve de Borlee, HenricO 
Lamberti, Dionisii Rani, Ricardi atte Mere, ",alter> Joban. 
et Roberti Ernald tenentes domini in "",dicta villa pe Borlegh, 

til; Mesna- Qui omnes jurati dicunt quod est ibidem unum mesuagium bene 
i..... . et mtionabiliter edificatum et sufficit pro .... itilnu maneni et 

continet in se infra situm manerii quatuor acras per estimationem. 
Et valet herbagium inde per annum per estimationem ij ... £ Et 

tJ; Curti1a. curtilagium inde valet per annum xij d. aliquando plus et ali-
~"G;..m, quando minU8 .........tum quod appreciator. Et gardinum indo 
DIUI$. valet pm" annum ut in pomis et uvia vinearum cum acciderint v .. 

et aliquando plus. tI Summa viij .. 

t[ Ad... tI Et sciendu", quod dominus esb verus patron ... eccluie de 
=~ BorIee, et valet dicta eccleaia ut in Bladio oblatio subventionilnu 

et aliis minutia decimis per annum secundum taxationem x libra.9. 
Holendi
nwncuw 
pi.seario. 

tI Et ibidem unulll molendinum aquaticum in manerio, et 
valet per annum ad dimittendum ad firmam Ix.. Et piscarium 
in stagno' valet pm- annum per estimalionem cum avalatione 
Angnillarum de gnrgitibUB xij d. tI Summa lxi .. 

t[ -. ·"tI Est ibidem nuns hoecus vocatus Ie Hoo et continet in .. 
x &craB, et valet herlxLgium inde per annum 1'" s. Et suboscus 
inde valet pet" annum, et hoc sine -wasto, v 8. Et pannagium S 

inde valet per annum xii d. Et ibide", qnidam alins booen! 
VocatUl Chalvecroft' et contina in .. v aera.9 cum fossatio. Et 
.,.alet herbagium inde per annum ij .. vi d. Et suboecus inde 
valet per annWll iij... Et pannagium valet inde per annum vi d. 

tI Summa valprio uij .. 
f..~::. in tI Sunt ibidem de terra arabili in dominico in· di v..-.is 

campis ccc ae ... terre per minus centum. Et valet per annum 
ad dimittendum, xv Ii. precium acre xij d. 

«: Summa acrMUm ccc. 
t[ Summa valorio xv li. 

tI Et sciendum quod pertica terra in isto manerio continet 
xvi pedes et dimidiu". ad terram mensura.ndam. FA quelibet 
acra poteat oongrue sewinori de ii busoeaio et dimidio frnmeDt~ 
de dnolnu buaoellio et dimidio silig'''''' de ii buaoellio et dimidio 
pison.m, de iij buaoelli8 ave..., et hoc annulatim et de iiir 

1 Weir or milldam. 
I Payment. 101' penniaIioD lib feed nine in the loni'a wood. 
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busSdlis ordei per mensuram rasam '. Et quelil!el earu ... debet 
jungi de iiij'" bobuo et iiij'" driB. Et caruca poteet comm .. niter 
.. .-rare per diem unam acram te.", et aliqumsdo plus. 

I[ Sunt ibid .... de prato falcabili in divenris locis xxix ac .... et C:"!'ra_ 
i rod&. Et valent per annum vij Ii. vi .. et iij d. procium aero v .. faloabi/L 

I[ Summa &era ... m xxix acre, i rod ... 
I[ SummG d"""""",,,, vij Ii. vi .. iij d. 

I[ Sunt ibidem de pastura sepoTabili xxviij acre et valent per c: Pastura 
annum xlii s. precivm &CN xviij d. de quibu xvi &cl'8 ~"Dantur septl1"&hilia. 
vaccir pro daeris. Et xii bobus et stottio. I[ Summa xlii .. 

• I[ Sci.nd .. m quod dominus potest babere in communa pasture c: P .. t~ 
(sic) de Bo'l-Iee cum esiamento Ifriscorum et dominiou ...... domini ............ 
j.elupore aperro' C bidentes per mains centum'. 

Et valet pastl¥'G cujnslibet capitis per annUm ij d. et non plus 
proplljr resumptionem cibi Berkar'. I[ Summa xx .. 

I[ Est ibidem quedam curia de Iibore tenentibuo domini et c: 1Iln ... 1 
custumariis de iii septimanis in iij septimJmas. Et valent fines perquis;t4 
at perquisite inde per annum cum viau franci plegii xx B. I::. e 

I[ Summa patet. 
I[ Willielmw. fiJi,.. Radulphi Miles tenet de domino xviij c: Libera 

&craB reddendo inde per annum ad pascha xviij d: ad f""'m teuentes. 
Sandi Micbaelis xviij d. 

I[ Henricm de LatheIeye tenet de domino I acras ter .... 
reddendo inde per aunum ad Pasch<> xxi d. et ad festum SaneR 
Michaelis xxi d. Et debet sectam curie. 

I[ Johannes de Lystone tenet de domino in Borlee xl acraB 
terre et iiij &craB prati reddenda inde per annum ad feslum Sa"cli 
Michaelis vj d. pro omnibUB serviciis. 

I[ Willielmus Joye tenet de domino unum mesuagium et xx 
&CraB terre et ii acraB prati et dimUiam &cram pasture, reddendo 
-inde per anuum ad festnm Sancti Michaelis xij d. Et debet 
sectam cu.-is. 

I[ Hugo atte Iren tenet de domino vi acras terre et dimiJimn 
acram prati et i rodam pasture, reddendo inde per annum ad 
predictos duos terminos ij sol ix d. Et debet sectam cun.. 

I[ Reginaldus CrummeIond tenet de dOJnillo xii &craB terre 
reddendo inde per annum x .. et debet eectam cun.. 

I[ Williel";"s Ie Yactber' tenet de d~ino in .iom'nioo .t 
servitio ij &craB terre et dimUiam &cram prati, reddendo inde 
per annl'l' ad Pascha et ad festum sandi Michael .. per equales 
portiones vij d. Et debet sectam cun.. 

I[ Tenentes ber .... Simonis AunseI videIicel. 

1 Corn was either heaped in tho b1llhel. or atraked so as to fiU the measure and 
no more; this latter was tlUftlUNi null. When the bushel was heaped (curntfl(14) 
an allol\'lUIce was made pro cumtdo in keeping the reckoning; &eo below, p. 6O'L 

:l ""beu the temporary fencing was removed and all the Aelds lay open • 
• He might paslure 100 tilieep. by the grea~ hundred, i.e. 120. 

C. H. 37 
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t[ Joh,,"""" Aunsel tenet unum cotagium et uuam rodam 
te..... t[ IWg ....... atte Remete iiij" acra. et iii rodaa terre, 
RicMduB Ga.koun ij acraB terre. t[ Willidm ... Oslock' i acra", 
te...... tf Augustus Ie Clerk' ij acra8 et dimidiam terr.. t[ 
Walte..... Morel iij acra. terre. t[ Dionisi... Rauftu i rodam 
prati. Et redd...., inde per annum videlicd ad Pa.scha ix d., 
et ad feslum Sancti Michaelis ix d. Et ad pu'i/icalionom de 
Unthiel ij s. ij d. ob. q. Et ad Natale domini unam gsllilUJm 
precii i d. ob. Et invenient ii homines metentes ad unum 
Bedrepe' in autumpno pro voluntate domini ad cibum domini ut 
pa~ infen.... Preei ..... cujuslibet oporia ij d. Et facieut seetam , 
en",,- • t[ Willidm... Oslock tenet de domino i mesuagium et xx 
ac .... terre et i roda .. prati, Reddendo inde per annum ad pr ... 
die/os ij tenninos iiij a. Et de U nthield ad purifiea4ionom Beale 
Marie ij a. ij d. ob. q". Et ad Natal. domini i gallinam ",.ocii 
i d. ob. Et metet in autumpno ad unum Bedrepe per duOll 
homines ad cibum domini ut sUpr&. Et debet merchet. Et 

• facit sectam curW. 
t[ Summa redd"... assise de termino Sa...u Michaelis 

liber. tenentium ix s. viii d. 
t[ Item v a. 
t[ Summa tormini purifieationio de U nthield per annum 

iiija. vd.ob. 
t[ 
t[ 

Summa redd"", termini pa.sche viij a. ij d. 
I_va. 

• I[ Summa Gallinarum de termino Natalu domini iij d. 
t[ Walterus J ohan tenet de domino in villenagio unum 

mesuagi"m et l[ acr ... te.Te Reddendo inde per annum ad festum 
Purijicatu",u &ate Man. de Hunthleld iiij a. v d. ob. Et ad 
Pa.scha l[l[ d. ob. Et ad festum SancU Michaelis :ui d. ob. Et ad 
f .. tum N atalu domini i gall;""m et dimidiam pr""ii gslline i d. 
ob. Et a festo SancU Michaelis usque ad fMum Sa...u Petri ad 
V incuIa qualibet aeptinumG tria opera per unum hominem sine 
ciho domini procium operis ob. Excoptis iiibus septima .... , TiLklicd 
septimo .... Natalia Domini, Pascbe, et septimanG Penleoootel in 
qnibuo non operabunt, nUi indigeat de neceuitate pro blado in 
autumpno ligando, et £enis' Ievandu. Et arabit cum earnca sua, 
sive i1lDol78ot sive non iiii- acnu teln domini sine cibo domini 
precium cniuslu.u aero vd.q",1IIl<M iiacra. ~ seisone frummli' 
et ii acra. ad avena.... Et cariabil lima' domini in mag"";" cum 
equo et .....- sua ad cibu ... domini, vidtl.e." quolibet die i pancm 
et dimidiam siliginis unde de quartorio debent Iieri xl panes. Et 
sarcIare bIad_' domini quamdiu fuerint sarclandum et alIocabil .... 
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in ·operioo. suis. Et debet faJ ...... ' prats domini videlicet i 
&cram et t..ertiam partem uniuB acra per mensuram ydoneam. Et 
..uocabittw in operioo. sui&, videliut pro qua.lw.t acra iij opera. 

t[ Et lICiendum quod qtiandocunque ipse simul cum allis 
custumariis ville faJcsv"';nt pratum de Rainholm, habebunt 
ex conBuet"di"" iii bussello. frumonti ad panem et unum Hu1'
tardU1B· precii xviij d., et i lagenam butyri et unum caseum ex 
ds.eris domini post meliorem, et sal et farinam avene pro patsgio 
suo et totum lac matutinale de omnibus va.cciR totiw Daarie ad 
ipsum tempus. Et sparget, levabit .t cumulabit predictam acram 
et dimidiam feni et csrisbit ad manerium et aUocabitur in operibus 
Bois. Et Jvtbebit pro quolibet opere faJcationis tantum de herbagio 
viridi cum falcauelit, q .... ntum poterit levare sup ... punctum fa.lcis 

• sue. Et cum ca.riaverit dictum fenum habebit in fine dicti cari· 
agii de feno plenun. corp ... car.tte sue. Et metet in autumpno 
a fe50 Sancti Petri ad Vincula usq ... ad festum Sa .. cti Mich...tis 
per totum autumpnum xxiiij opera sine cybo domini prec;um 
opms i d. Et caria.bit bladum domini et tsssabit et s.uocabit .... in 
operioo. suis. Et habebit quotiens ca.ria.verit i garbam vocstam • 
meneschef8, et averabit cum equo suo xii leucas circa ma.n.erium ad 
pondus duorum bu .. elloro", salis, vel iii busseUortt)1. frumenti, 
siliginis et pisorum et fabarum. Et de avena iiij 00.. avene. Et 
debet querere predictum bladum ad granarium domini cum pre
dicto equo et a&eco proprio. Et habebit quotiens averav"';t de 
avena quantum potest ter in manu sua palmare et levare poterit. 
Et si non av ..... v.,.;t nihil dabit set aUocsbitur pro quolibet (sic) 
avera i opus preeium ob. Et dabit auxilium et faci.t sectsm 
curie. Et dahlt m ... chetum pro lilia sua tnaritsnda ad volli ... 
tatem domini • 

t[ Idem Wa.lt...us tenet i toftum qui continet ij acraB terre. 
Et f&eiet a festo Trinitstis usque ad Gulaw Augusti' qualibet 
septimana ij opera pretium operis ob. Et pro dimidio tofto qua
libet septima .... per idem tempus i opus preci"", ut supro. Et a 
Gula Augusti u"'l"" feseum Saneti Mich...tis qualibet septimana 
i opus et dimidium sine cibo domini precium operis i d. Et 
habebit j garbam vocst&m Tofschef' q .... ntum potent liga.. in 
quodam ligamine meta.to et non abradicato', nequ.e cum radicibua 
ne terra extracto. 

fl. Ricardus atte Mere tenet de Domino in villenagio xx 
&craB terre reddendo inde per annum de Unthield ad festum 
purificationis iiij •. v d. ob. et ad pascha xvi d. Et ad f .. tum 
Sancti Michaelis xvij d., et ad N aWe domini i ga.llinam precii 
ut supra. Et op ..... bit a f •• 10 Sancti Michatlis usque ad f .. tum 
& ... cti Petri ad vincula qualibet septimana ut WalteruB J ohan. 

1 To mow. t A ram. 
• llio's sheaf, which two reapers received while &\ work, Scrope, auae 

Com~. 60. . , August. 1. Lammaa Day. 
6 Possibly the sheaf received by t.he holder of • toft who worked in harvest; 

Sp~l~tb,s:.~ '!!I::te::.: ~ t;:piDg II great deal of straw was left. 

• 37--2 
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Et arrabit, cambit fimum, sarclabit bladum, falcabit pratnm, 
sparget, cumulabit et ad Manerium cariabit, motet in autumpno, 
averabit et faciet omnia alia servic-ia nt prediceu. Walteruo 
J ohan. Et dabit auxilium et merchet et faciel sectam curie. 

tI. Idem RicMdus tenet unum teftum. Et facit a futo 
T,initatis nsque ad Gnlam Augusti qualibd septimana ij opera 
p,·.cium nt supra. Et a f .. to Gule Angusti usque futum 1I,.,.cli 
Michaelis qualibd septimana i opus sine cibo domini pr<Cium j d. 

tl Robertus Ernald tenet de domino in villenagio xx &er/JB 
terre reddendo inde et faciendo omnia servicia et consuetudi .... in 
omnibus sioot dictus Ricardus atte Mere. Et dabit auxilia et , 
merchet et faciet sectam curie. Et tend i toftum d .. domino et 
facit in omnibus et singnli. lIicut predictus Ricardus atte More. 

t[ Matilda Davy tenet de domino in villenagio xx aCTU8 terr.' 
redd.ndo inde et faciendo in omnibus siout dietus Ricardus atte· 
Mere. Et etiam pro tefte suo siout dictus Ricardus. Et ·dabit 
auxilia et faciet mercbet et sectam curie. 

tl Philipp"" Ie Reve tenet de domino in villenagio x aCTU8 
ter.. reddens inde per annum ad pnrijicationem beate Marie de 
U nthield ij)l. ii d. ob. q. Et ad Pasch" viij d. Et ad festnm 
Sancti Michaelis viij d. Et ad Natal. domini i gaIlinam p1'<'Cii 
i d Et arrabit, carishit limos, aarclabit bladum, falcabit prats, 
"parget, cnmulabit. Et faciel omnia alia servicia medietate nt 
terra predicti Ricardi atte Mere. Et dabit m ... chet et faci.e 
sectam curie. 

tl Idem Pbilippull tenet unum teftum et facit pro eo omnia 
.. rvicia ut predict"" Ricardus atte Mere et sectam curie. 

I[ Dionisius Rolf.... tend de domino in villenagio x acrns 
te .... e redd.ncto inde et faciendo in reddit.. et omnibus aliill 
serviciis ut predictus Ricardus atte Mere. Et pro uno tefto 
quod tenet faciet in omnibus sievl idem Ricordus. Et idem 
Dionisi ... tenet unam acram t...re reddendo inde p... annum xii d. 
ad featum pasch. et aaneti Michaelis p... eqnalea porciones. 

t[ Petrus ad crucem tend de domino in villenagio x acras 
terre. Reddendo inde et faciendo redditum et alias co".uetudi .... 
et servicia nt predict ... philippus Ie Reve. Et pro uno tcfto 
quod tend facie in omnibus sicnt idem Philippus et facil sectam 
curlt'o 

tr' Edmund N eJ tenet de domino in villenagio x 00"'" te,.,.. 
reddendo inde p... annum et faciendo omnia servicia nt predictus 
pbilippus. tl Idem Edmund tenet dimidium teftnm et facie in 
omnibus omnia servicia medidatem ut toftnm predicti pr.ilippi 

t[ Wualt...us de Lynton' tenet de domino in villenagio x 
ac1"<l8 terre Reddendo inde et faciendo omnia servicia et cono_ 
ludi .... ut predict ... Philippus Ie Reve. 

t[ Idem W ualterus tenet de domino dimidi"". wftum et 
facil in omnibus sicut predict ... Edmund N eel .. 



lUNORIAL RECORDS. 581 

II Ascbelot Ie Yonge tenet de domino in viIIenagio ][ acraa 
tern. et dimidium toftum et faciI in omnibu ut predictua Wal
t.n.s de Lyntou'. 

c: Henricoa Lamberd tenet de domino ][ "" .... tern. et 
dimidiu", toftum. Et faciI in OIllJUl>u.9 et singulis sicut Wa.I
terus de Lyntou'. Et insupor pro quadam strata vocata Rap
_ ij d. per annum. 

II J oha ....... Rolf tenet de domino ][ acraa terre et dimidium 
toftum. Et faciI in ...... ibu serviciiB sicnt dictus Walterva. Et 
pro quadam Rapstreta ii d. por annu .... 

II JobtJllna Gille, Willidmua Gille et Pet"'" Gille tenent " 
8CMB et <!hid."... toftum, et faciunt in omnibu serviciu sieat 
d.ctus Walt.n.s de Lynton'. 
• II A"oms SeIOBe tenet de domino ][ ...,.... terre et dimidium 
toft"VL Et faciI m omnibus serviciiB et consududinibua sieat 
dictus Walterns. 

II ThomaS de Reculver clericua tenet de domino quamdam 
terr&m vocatam St&negroundes\ond que continet ][ ""raa terr. 
et dimidium toft .. ",.. Et faciI omnia alia """;cia et consuetu
dines in omnibus serviciio sicnt dictns Walterus de Lyntone. 

II Willidmua Warengtu et :Matilda Warenguo ten ... t de 
domino in viIIenagio v ""raa terre. Et reddunt indo per annum 
ad featum purijicatioRia beate :MaN de U ntbield xiij d. ob. Ad 
pascba iiij d. Ad festum sandi :Michaelis iiij d. q. Et ad Nat
uk domin' j gall.""", precii ut supra.. Et faci4 in omnibus aliis 
serviciiB et consuetudinibll8 medietatm& ut terra Pbilippi Ie Rove.. 

Il Idem Willidm"" et :Matilda tenent unum toftum et facVmI 
in omnibu sieut predict"" Philippua. 

II Idem Willielmuo tenet v &craB terr. per sa Et faciI in 
omnibus ...-vieiiB et consuetudinibuo medietatem ut predictus 
philippus. Et pro quart.. parte uni .... tofti quod tenet, facit 
quartam partem sicut et alii soivunt pro tanto tenomento. 

II Idem Willielm ... debet pro Warengerestrete ij d. per annum 
ad tenninoo ~ptos. 

II Willidm... Faber tenet de domino vi ...,.... terre pro 
ferramente earn"",",m domini de proprio ferro eiusdem domini 
fabrieando. Et reddit de Untbield xii d. ob. q. 

Il Diollisi ... State tenet de domino in viIIenagio v "" .... terre, 
et (luartlLm partem unins toft;' Reddenda et faciendo in omnib ... 
et singulis per annum sient diet ... Willielmus Warenguo pro v 
acri. ter .... et quart.. parte uni ... tofti sui. 

II Nicholans Hervy tenet de domino in villenagio v &craB et 
iiij~~ pariem j tofti, reddendo et faciendo in omnibns per annum 
sicut diet... W. Warenguo pro tanta terre. 

II Willidmus Selone tenet de domino in villBnagio v acraa 
terr. et iiij~ partem j tofti, Reddendo indo et faciendo in omni
h1U per ~um sicut dictus W. 'Yarengus pro tanta terra. 



582 APPENDIL 

t[ Margeria Simondes ten'" de domino v acrao terr., red. 
dendo indo et faciendo in omnibus Bioot dict"" Williolm". pro 
tanta terra. 

t[ Waltems Arnewy tenet de domino in villenagio v &Oras 
ter.. reddendo indo et faciendo omnia .ervicia Bicut predicta 
Margeria. 

t[ Mabillia atte Mere teM de domino v acras terre, Red· 
dendo et faciendo in omnibus et singulis .icut predicta Margeria. 

t[ Mabillia Nicole tenet de domino v ""rao terre, reddendo 
et faciendo in omnibus et Bingnlis Bicut predict<J Margeria. 

t[ Iidem Waltems Mabillia atte Mere et Mahl:Iia Nicole 
tenoot unum toftum reddendo indo et faciendo servicia .icut 
Philippus Ie Reve pro tofto suo. • 

<lot....... t[ Radulfus Denys tenet de domino unum toftum reddendo 
indo per annum in omnibus Bieut dict"" Philippus Ie Rev... Et 

• propter hoc debet aperire suloos aquatioos in yeme super terr ..... 
domini, tempore seisone frumenti. Et debet spargere lima domini 
quamdiu fuerint spargend .. qualibet seisona anni Et Bi non 
aperie;.it neque lima span!erit nichi! dabit. 

t[ Mabillia de AIfetone et Oundreda soror eius tenent de 
domino j toftum et faciunt in omnibus Bicut predict .... Radtdphus 
Dynie. 

t[ Willielmus N enour tenet de domino j cotagium et facie 
qualibet .eptimtlntl operabili j opus die lune precium ob. videlic.e a 
festo ...... Ii Michaelis usq .... festum MnCti Petri ad vincula et .. 
festp s....cli Petri ad Vincula usq"" ad f .. tum S .. neti Michaelis 
qualibet septimtJrna j opus precio operis j d. 

t[ Walteru. Selone tenet de domino j cotagium et facie in 
omnibus sicut Walteru. Nenour .. 

N_ t[ Et sclendum quod Bi predicti W. Nenour et Walterus 
Solone tritutaverint bladum in Orang;,. domini habebunt de 
domino de foragio quantum poterunt Bim,,1 et semel cum uno 
rastro in area dicte Orang;., congregare. Et sic de feno cum in 
prato domini eum congregaverint. Et hoc a tempore quo non 
extat memoria, ut dicitur. 

NCIIIuod.a. tI Sciendum quod omnes CURtumarii supradicti debent met..e 
in autumpno per unum diem ad unum Bedrepe de frumento. Et 
habebunt inter eos vj buu.Uos frumenti ad panem suum in manerio 
furnitum et potagium et carnem videlic.e duo homines i ferculum 
carnis bovine et caseum et cervisiam ad bibendum. Et predicti 
custumarii operabunt in autumpno ad duaa precariao avene. Et 
babebunt vi buu.1to. siliginio ad panem mum ut predictum 
est. Potagium ut pri .... et alleceo' videlic.e quilibet duo homines 
vi alleceo et caseum ut pri ... et aqu ..... ad bibend ...... 

'lIerriup. 
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Summa reddi!U8 assise custumari. de 
termino &nc!i Michaelis por 
annum :r.viii •. xi d. ob. q. 

Summa reddilm de Unthield de 
termino purification.. Iv s. vii d. 

Summa reddilm de tormino Pasche. :r.vii s. ii d. ob. 

Summa reddilm GaJlinarum d"l<>-
rum custum.anorvm de tm-miflO 
Natal .. Domini ii s. xi d. q. 

Summa reddaus &SSise de termino 
1>ascbs. tam lihere tenenRum quam 
custumariorwn ltJ:V s. iv d.. ob. 

Summa reddilm eorumdsm de ter
mi .... ......,,; Mich""l" por annum 
J:J:viij s. vij d. Item J[ s. ad 
prod"!os term;""s 

Summa Custumorom vocatorum Un
thield ad purificationBm beate 
Man. por annum lx s. ob. 

SummtJ reddilm G&!lintJrum de N .... 
tali domini iii s. ii d. q. 

Summa swnmarum pred"!arum cum 
U nthield por annum cxvij s. iii d.. 

([ Item de Reginald' Crummelond' " s. reddiluo por annum 
inveniente ... pcB! ."ten!am fac!a.m. 

CD. 
t~rmiRO 
Itlichae' .... 

C Pasch. 
alii. 
C Natal" 
don,iJli. 

([ Sunt ibidem de opsribus custumariis ut pale! superius a optra. 
moo sancti Michaelis usque ad guIam Augus" per xliiij septtmcma. 
mcccc iiijD et v opera per septimanam iij opera. 

([ Et de duobus ootagiari" por idem tempus iiij'" viii opora 
de quolibel eorum per septimanam i opus. 

([ Et de xvj toftmen a f .. oo sanc!e TrinitaIiB usque ad gulam 
Aug ... " por " septimanas cce et xx 01""" preci"m cuiuslibet 
operis ob. de quibus retractatur pro iij septiman" vitUlicel Natali 
Pasch. et PentecoB!eB a.J.locand". Et etiam pro ij cotagiio et 
pro arrnris gabul .... ad seisonae diveraas aUocandiB, clii opera. 
Et remanet mdccxlij 01""" precium operis ob. 

([ Summa iiij Ii. vj s. viij d. ob. 
([ Sunt ibidem de exit.. pr.dic!orum custwnariorom xxij 

gabuLo et dim.dia qua .... m quelibet gabnla debet arrare super 
terram.domini ad diversas sesonas. Et valet gabnla ad commodum 
domini ad omnes seisinas x d. ob. 

([ Summa xix s. viij d. q. 
C[ Sunt ibidem de operibus autumpnalibus prediciorum cus

twnari.....". a gula Augus!; usque ad festum sanc!i Michaelis 
ecce J:J:iiij opera precium operis ij d.. 

Summa xlj •. ij d. 
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tl Summa toti ... valon. p'" extentom xliij Ii xix s. ob. q. 
tl Item de Reginald' Crummelond' x s. P"'" annum inveni

ellt. pos! .onfectum extente u! supra, de quibus retractis vij d. 
reddi! ... debiti Domine 1I'elicie de Sencler per annum pro quodam 
praia vocato Ba.se1yemede apud Radbrygge. 

tl Remane! x1iij Ii xviij s. v d. ob. q. tl Item. x s. ut supra. 
tl Et sciendum quod dominus prior Ecclesie Christi Can

tuariensis habet lib...t&tem suam in villa de Borlee. Et habet 
Infangenethief' , et U tfangenethief' cum manu opere caplo videlicet 
Hondhabbande', Bakberande'. Et furcejudicialu eiusdem liher
tams stant et debent stare ad Radbrigge. Et inde ad inquiren- , 
dum de pilloria et Trebuchet". Et inquisitum est qt&!d debetur 
stare extra portas exteriores VM'8U8 occidentem iuxta porcarium 
domini. f 

,d.... tl Et memorandum quod quocienscunq"" indigerit quod iiij 
homines et praepositum extiterint coram iusticiariiB in itinere"
vel alibi videlicet ad gaolas domini Regis deliberant/as vel alibi 

• ubicumq... fuerint. Dominus debet invenire duos homines 
sumptibus suis coram eisdem iusticiariis. Et villato de Borlee 
sumptibus suis iij homines invenient. Et hoc per consuetudinem 
n. tempor" quo non extat memoria ut dicitur . 

..,.... tl Et aciendum quod si quis custumari ... domini in isto 
lOanerio obierit Dominus habebit de herietto' meliorem bestiam 
ipsiu.s tenentis tempore mortis sui inventmn. Et si bestiam p.on 
habuerit, dabit domino pro herietto ij s. vi d. Et heres facie! 
finem domino pro tenemento quod fuit patris sui, si sibi viderit 
expedire, sin aueem nichil inde habebit. Sa.lvo tamen ux""; 
eius.em tenentis defuncti toto tenemento quod fuit viri sui 
die quo obiit ad tenelldum de domino ut liberum bancum suum 
ad terminum vite sue, si sa tenuerit sine marito, et faciendo 
asrvicia domino inde debito et consueto. tl Si anee", per licen
ciam domini Be maritaverit, heredes predicti defuncti predictum 
tenmnentum ~ licenciam domini intrabunt et uxorem relictam 
dicti defuncti de medietaee dicti tenemenIi dotabunl. 

3. COMMUTATION OJ' SERVICES J'OB RBNT. BARRINGTON. 

Sequitur .... vicium quod dicti tenentes tenentur facer. annna
tim sub hac forma. Memorandum quod dimidia virgata terre 
custumabilis in vi1la de BareIltonn de homagio domini Ricardi 
de Mun6chet dabil operari P"'" annum viz a 1I'""to sancti Michaelis 

" 

1 Jurisdiction O1'Bl a thief caught on the manor. 
I Jurisdiction O1'eI' any of the men of &he manor &akeo lor lelony. oat of 

his fee . 
• Wben the thief had stolen goods in his hand . 
• When the &hiel WB8 bearing stoleo. goods on his t.ek. 
I A tumbrel. 

w~ Inu:Z~U::= o~= w'!. ~:7~= wb;'vm!: ~ii~ 
Inferior animalL 
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usque ad Natale Domi'" in qualibet quindena tres optmCiones 
preci .. m operis ob. Et debet arrar. per unum diem et di",idium et 
erit allocate pro tribus operacionibtu. Et valet arrura si non arat 
vi d Et delm herciar. quinque dies cum j equo et aIlocabtmt .... 
ei v operaciones, et valet si non herciat v d Et dabit ad festum 
saneti lIIartini j d ad Warhpayn et ij d. ad Slayrecher et ii 
gaJ.Iinas ad Natale domini precii ii d. Et debet averar. tor pet. 
annum et erit aIlocatum pro tribus operacionib.... Et si sit fori. 
per unam noctem habebit sibimet cibum et equo suo de custll 
domini, et erit aIlocatum de quolibet averag[i 10 ii operaciones et 
val.t vi d. Et faciet quarterium b .... ii contra "'.Natale domini vel 
ii d Et inveniet fora.gium ad ii aquos domini per ij noctee infra 
Natale doJ.ini ad domum suam si dominus habet hospitom. Et 

,debet opera.. a N .. tali domini usque ad Pascha in qualibet 
quindena, iij operociones preci .... operis ob. Et debet arrare per 
i die,.. et dimidium et erit allocatum pro trib ... operacionibus, et 
va.let si non arat vj d Et faciet j quarterium brasii' contrll 
pascha vel ij· d. et dabit x oua ad pascha et valent ob. Et 
dP.bet operare .. pascha usque ad festum saneti Johann .. B"pti.,te • 
in qualibet quindena iij opemciones precium operis ob. Et debet 
.. rrare per unum diem et dimidiu... Et erit aIlocala pro iij 
operib.... Et valet si non .. rat vi d. Et debet operare a festo 
saneti Johann .. Baptiete usque ad gulam Augusti in qualibet 
quindena iij operaciones precium operis ob. Et falcabit holmum 
domini infra cla.USU71l et omnes custumarii simul • •• pro 
multone suo preci"m x d. ob. Et falcs.bit aliud pratum et 
levabit pro ij operibus. Et sarc1s.bit per unnm diem pro amore, 
viz quod .. festo saneti Michaelie usque ad gulam augu.t. quum 
debet triturare pro operibus xxiiij garbas fr .. ",."ti triturabit pro 
uno opere et XXX ordei pro uno opere et tantum faba.rum et 
pi ....... n. pro i op ... e. Et si ad opus feeerit op ..... bit .. mane 
usque ad nonam pro uno op..... Et de gula augusti usque ad 
fes~um saneti Michaelis debet in qualibet quindena v operacionea 
per totum diem CUm j homine preciu .. operis j d. et ob. Et debet 
facere iij precarias per iij dies quolibet die cum ij hominibus et 
babebit cibu", suum. Et debet facere iij lovebones po.t precarins 
cum j homine suo opere et suo cibo preci .... cui ... libet i d. et ob. 
Et cari .. bit xvi carectas bladi suo opere pre ... cuiuslibet caracte 
ob. Et falcabit j sellionem de dolo domini si dominus vult, et 
cari .. bit ad hospici .. m domini pro j op..... Et si sit dimidia acra 
falcs.bit pro ij operibus et dabit di,,,idiam .. uOllm ad festum saneti 
Michaelie preeio j d Et dabit j garb .. m frumenti propter quod 
equi sui manduca.nt dum intra-n.t bladum suum. aJiqua occasione. 

Et !l:iendum quod infra xij dies Natalie domini, septims.na.. 
pssche et Pentecostee quiet... erit ab om ... opere, et si dies 
operacionis sue sit in die apo8toli vel in alio Wasto de quo habetur 
vigilia quietus esl ab onmi opere, et consuetudine. Et non 
poteat ponere filium snum ad studium nequ.e maritare filiam suam 

'Mall. 
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sino IicenM domini. Ista voro opera aupr .. dicta mutata aunt 
in pecuniam et sic isto die nOR faciunt or sd solvunt ut 
sequitur. [The names and payments follow. 

WINSLOW. (Monday after S. Ambrose Ep. in the twenty·first 
year of Edward III.) Dimiuio Ierraruim. 

Memorand"", quod orones tenentes infra scripti tam de 
W ynslowo quam de Greneburgh concedunt pro Be et auis her ... 
dibus quod quociens et qtuJndo redditu. terrarum et pasturMUm 
infrascriptus aretro esse contigorit ad 8liquem torm ........ in p<>rte • 
vel in toto, quod dominus por balIi"", BUOS in <my>ibus aliis 
t...ris et tenementiB que de domino tenentur in W ynslowe et in 
Greneburgh predictis possit distring..-e et districtoB retiner .. 
quousque de predictis redditibus sive arreragiiB, plenarie fuorit 
satisfact.... Et pr_ omnes horedes prodictorum tene .. ~ 
linem facient cum domino post mortem anteosssorr.m S1lO"l"V7ll 

pro ingressu habendo in tenemmtiB predictis ad voluntatem 
• domini. Et herietabit ete. 

A later entry shows that a considerable area of land was 
&gain let in the forty-second year of Edward III. 

RUSTINGTON. 

N ota-nd"", quod omnes virgate t...re et dimidie virgate et 
fferthinglondes ab antiquo tenebantur in bondagio prout patel 
per custum ... predictoB, et postquam magna pestilencia fuit, viz 
in tempore Edwardi tercii, alique tenure inde nno tempore et 
alique alio, penni ... fuer. in man ... domini, et postea dimisse por 
dom ... um pro certiB redditibus prout ptJtet por antiquam com
poBitionem de anno EdwMdi iij XX" [ sic]. Et sic au..rata fuit 
tenura bondagii et custum....... operihus et B<rviciiB. Et sic 
modo tenent .... ad volUIltatmn domini. 

N omma nativorom domini de sanguine huic manerio suo 
portinentium, viz. (but the names are not added). 

4. STOcK AND LAm> LBASB. 

The following example, to which my attention was called 
by the Rev. W. Hunt, occurs in a Register of Bath Abbey 
(Brit. Mus. HarL m88. 3970 f. 20). It illustrates the form of 
contract very clearly, though it is a case of letting a farm stocked 
not for tillage but for grazing. . 

THB lImEIfTUBB 01' W II.LlAlI POLB 01' CoIIDB. 

To alle trewe Christen to whom thys presente wryttyng 
Indented shall come. William Holleweye by the BUffefaunoo 
of God Priour of the Monasterye and Cathederill Church. of 
Saynct Sauyon. end of the holie aposteUes Pe"". and Paule of 
Lathe in the comite of Somerset and Connente or chapiter of 
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the same place senden graten in our lorde god euerlastinge. 
KNOWB ye that we .the foresayed priour and Conuent or chapiter 
with one assente hane lett taken and by thy. our present 
wryttyng indented oonfyrmyd to William Pole of Combe in the 
Comite afol'Slloyd hnsbondemane to Edythe hy. wyfe and to 
Thomas their sonne aUe that our Ifarme barne and sheppon sett 
and beyng withyn our manour of Combe aforsayede with aUe 
landes medowee leases pastures wood.. and vnderwoodes with 
alle and sundrye theire appo)ll'tenaunces 1:1> the foresaide Ifarme 
of olde tyme by ryght perteinyng or belongyng. Except not 
withstandyng and reseruyd aUewayes to VB the said pryor and 
Conuent ...,d to our suocessours the Rentes Relevys and aile other 
seruices of aU other tenauntes theire togither with aile custumarye 

• werkes of the same tenauntes there to be done or elleswhere 
and aUso excepte likewyse and reseruide to vs and to our ouc
"",,s&urs the mausione or place of our manour of Combe aforsaide 
with aUe the courte ande dovehouse garden and orcharde there 
and also the weye that goith frome the kechyn walle vntille the 
highe weye by the Shepen. And aUso .xcepted and reseruid to· 
VB I\nd our ouccessours our lordesshyppe or Royalte there withe 
weylfes and otrais and aUe ryghtes and proffytes of our courtes 
there vayde and accustomyd And aliso excepte and reseruyd to 
our chauntre or ohauntreyo office for the tyme being the thytheo 
of the lande of our parke within our lordesshepe of lyncombe 
and J ussements of aUe catelle and bestes there pasturyng aboue 
thys nombre folowyng that ys to saye of xij oxen or for them 
other xxiij bestes vj leyen vj kal ves oone bule a mayere and 
i colte. And aUso excepte and reseruyd to vs the sayd priour 
and Conuent and to our successours the pasture or fedypg of 
cc felnale conyes their brede goyng restyng and fedyng yerelye 
duryng thys punte at horsecombe within the sleite of Combe 
frely and in rests withoute any lette gayneaaye or Impedymente 
of aayd William Edithe or Thomas theire sonne or theire assynes. 
Alm BORBOVER knowe ye that we the foresayde pryour and 
conuent by our Iyke assente and consent have puntede lett 
taken and by thys our present wryttyng indented confyrmed 
to the sayd William Pole Edythe hys wylfe and Thomas 
their BOne aUe that our wether fIIoke of Combe aforsayde con
tenyng in nombre ccclx wethers with aile and alle manere Issues 
protfyttes and revenewes yerly comyng and growyng of the sayed 
wether fIIoke togyther with pastures sleytes closes medowes 
hylles or down.. and aUe other maner of landes or Ifeldes 
belongp>g or apperteinyng to the sustentacyon or fedyng of the 
sayed wether fIIoke of olde tyme within the lordesheppe of 
Combe aforsayde and elles where with the custumarye werkes 
of our tenauntes there that ys to saye of waysshyng and sheryng 
of the sayde wether lIoke at the seasons or tymes mete and 
accustomyd To HAVB ANn TO HOLDB aile the forsayed ll'arme of 
our manour aforesayed with other the premisses excepte before 
excepted. And also the foresayd wether lIoke contenyng in 
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nombre ccclx with the pastures of the sam. and custumary 
werkes aforsayed to the forsayd Wyllyam Pol. Edithe his wyf. 
and Thomas their sonne frome the laste daye of Aprylle in the 
xxiijU yere of the reign. of our soueraigne lorde kynge henry. 
theight for term. of their lyves and for euery of theim longer 
lyver successively hoolye quyetlye weil. and in peace Y&LDYNQ 

and payng therfore yerly duryng the term. aforesayede to va 
the sayd pryour and Conuent and to our successours in maner and 
forne folowyng That ys to say. for the forsayde ffar[ m 1e of our 
manour a.nd other the premy .... in grayne or corne as {olowythe 
That ys to sayo thei shalle paye or cause to be payed carye or , 
cause to be caryd at theire owen propre costes and e~nses yerly 
duryng the terme aforesayed into the Garnere of the sayd pryour 
and Conuent and their succes80Urs within the sayd monastery of. 
pure a.nd clene and of the beste whete and not of the orffes of 
any whete weille and purelye thressyd and wynowed xvi qu ... ters 
of good and lawfule and resonable mesure. To be payde and 
dylyveryd alleweys betwyne the ffeastes of Saynt Mychelle 

o tharchaungell and Witsontyde wekely as sh&lhe demaunded and 
requiryde of theym by the sayed pryour and hys suecessours or 
their seruauntes or officers. And in pure and of the beste b&rlye 
weill and purely thressyd and wynowed xxii quarters of good 
lawfulle and resonable mesure. To be payede browght in and 
dilineryd as yt be foresayed yerly allewayes bitwyne the ffaestes of 
alle sayntes and of saynt Davide the confessor the ffyrst day. 
of Marche wekelye Iykewyse as shalbe demaunded and required of 
theim by the sayed pryour and hys successours or theire mynisters. 
And moreouer thei shall cutte downe clene and make before the 
monethe of Maye and carye or c[ a juse to be caryd at theire 
owen 0 pPOpre costes and expenses yerly durying the terme afore-

. sayed foure weyne loodes of woode or fuelle owto of our wood 
of Pryston or ell.. where &8 then ah&\be aasignede into the 
Bruerne One within our Monasterye or to our manoure of 
Combe yf thei be so commaunded and theire to pyle the sam. 
where thei shalbe assigned at their owne costes and charges and 
aliso they shalle ffeede and faten in atalle yerly duryng the sayed 
terme for VB and our successours with theire beaste heye from 
the ffeaste of Saynt Martene the Bysshope in wynter vntille the 
lnvencyon of the holly. crosse one 0:<8. And moreoner thei 
shalle carye or cause to be caryd yerly duryng the terme afo ..... 
sayd three loodes of heye of the draught of vi oxen owt of the 
brodeerostes to Combe for the fedyug of the sayed wether8ok. 
at tlleire own. propre costes and expensee and yeldyng and 
paying yerly duryng the sayed terme 00 VB the sayed pryotu- and 
Connent and to our snccessours for the sayed wether80ke with 
their pastures and other their appertenaunces vi poundes of good 
and lawfulle mony. of Englande. To be payed yerly in the 
ffaeste of th. Natiuity. of saynt John the haptyste in the 
chapelle of aile ""yntes within our monastery. aforesayed.. And 
the foresayd Wylliam Edythe bya wyfe and Tholllll8 their lOOn. 
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and euery of them shaJle sue duryng the terme aforsayed to the 
halyroote .ourte of the sayed pryour and. Conuente and theire 
successours twyse euery yere at lyncombe and lykewyse at the 
lawe dayes hundre of the Ba.rton twyse euery yere as the manour 
ys summons hade before. And furthermore thei &nd euery of 
them shaJle yerly duryng the sayd tyroe gather paye and leuye 
aJle the rentes of the sayed pryour and Conuente and hys sue
cessours of theire tenauntes there and bryng hyt home to theire 
monasterye and theire paye yt to the sayed pryour and hys suo
cessours or their deputes in their behalfe quarterlye and therof 
also at theit .. audyte make a trewe compte without any fee 
therefore demandyng. .AND FURTBBIWORl! yt ys couenauntyd 
the forsayc1 Wyllyam Poale Edithe hys wyfe and Thomas theire 

,soone and euery of them duryng the terme afOl"t'sayed shalle 
from tyme to tyme weill and sufficientlye repayer susteigne and 
mayqteigne when and as often as ned shaJbe at their own 
propre costes and expenses the foresayed fi"arme in hedges yattes 
dyches and aile other manour of defenses and so weille and 
sufficientlye repay red susteyned & mayntenyd in thende of • 
the sayd terme shaJl leve and gyve vppe. And yt shaJbe not 
lawfule to the sayed Wylliam Edythe nor Thomas theire soone 
to lette or assigne any porcyon or parte of the premisses to any 
other persone duryng the terme aforesayed withoute specyalle 
Iycence of the sayed pryour and Conuent or theire succeSSOUl"l! 
thereunto fyrst askyde had and obteynyd. And yf yt chaunce 
the sayed yerly rente of grayne that ys to saye of xvi quarters of 
whete and xxii quarters of Barley for the foresayed ffarme or 
the foressyd yerly rente of vi poundes for the forsayed wether
f1oke. Or the ffelyng downe cleuyng and carying of the foressyde 
woode apd heye at their tyroes to be byhynde vnpayed b" the 
space of one monethe after any terme of payment that it owght 
to be payed then it sh .. lbe weille la.wfulle to VB the sayed pryour 
and Conuent and to our successours into the forsayed ffarme and 
other the premisses with their appertenaunces or into any parcelle 
thereof to entere and dystreine and the destresse so there founde 
ta.ke bere and chase 01' dryve aweye and with vs stylle for to kepe 
and retaigne vntill suche tyroe as vnto VB fule satysfactyon of the 
sayed grayen and rente of the wetherfloke with tharrerages of 
the salDe if any be and our costes damages and charges in that 
behalue be dueJy made and payede. And yf the forsayed rent of 
grayne of whet and Barleye or the sayed rent of vi poundes 
for the sayed wetherfloke or the sayed cuttyng downe cleuyng 
makying and carying of the sayed woode and heye be byhynd 
vnpayede in parte or in hole by the space of a quartere of a 
yere after any terme of paymente that it ought to be payede 
and in the mene season sufficient destresse for the sayd rent so 
beyng behynd cannot be founde vppone the sayed ffarme in 
th"ppertenaunce. Or yf the foressyd fi"arme in aile hedgyng 
dychyng gattes and other defenses be not frome tyroe to tyDle 
duryng the terwe aforesayde weille and sufficientlye repayrd 
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susteynd and mayntaignd. Or yf there chaunce any wayste te be 
made there by the sayed Wylliam Edythe hys wyfe or Thomas 
theire sonne then it shalbe weilllawfulle te VB the sayed pryour 
and Conuent and to our successours or &ssignes into alJe our 
foresayed ft'"rme and other the premysses with aile and sundrye 
theire appertenaunces te reentere resease and haue &g"yne and 
in our handes after our fyr.t or formere state te reteigne and 
peasiblye te possesse thys our present graunt in anythyng not. 
withstandyng. AND FtJBTHERMORB te areate and saese in te our 
handes alle the goodes and cataJJes of the sayed Wylliam Edythe 
and Thomas tharrerages and dutyes for the sayd ft'arme and flake 
yf any . . . . . . • • • . . be byhynde and theim SO arestyd in te our • 
handes kepe stylle vntylle we be fully contente and'paid with 
our castes and damages susteynyd in that behalue. AND 
FFURTHERMORB by specyalle couenaunt made the said William' 
and Edythe hys wyfe a1ld Thomas their sonne couenaunt and 
bynde theym and euery of them theyre heyres and ex8Cu\ours 
by theise presentes that they and euery of them streight im-

• medyatly after the sealyng and delyuerye of theise Indentures 
shalle stende oblysshed and bounden by theire wrytyng oblygatery 
vnder the payne of one c Ii te vs the saide prioure and Conuente 
and te our successors that they or oone of theym wbom it shalle 
chaunse te be laste or hys executers or .... ignes in that be 
halue in thende of the forsaide terme well and truly yelde and 
delyuer to vs the saide priour and Conuente or to ower succeB80urs 
or te our deputie in tbat behalne the forsaide wetherft'!Cke 
.conteynyng in nombre ccclx hoole sounde and stronge not rotten 
benyd nor otherwise diseased. Or at the leaste for euery pole or 
peace xviii" to be estemyd valued or Judgyd by the hole homage 
there. So that allewayes notwithstendyng it sbalbe at the 
libertie and choise of vs the said priour and Conuent 4nd ower 
successours whether we wylie then take the forsaid shepe or the 
price aforesayd and also that they and euery of theim contynually 
durynge the terme aforesaid shalle maynteyne and kepe vpp the 
nombre of the wetherftocke aforesaid withoute any notable 
dymynycion vpon the past",e a£oresayd. And furthermore that 
they shalle stende te performe and fuUefyUe euery oone oft' hy. 
tyme aile other thynges before specyfyed and expressyd. And 
we the foresayd Priour and Conuente and our successoura aUe 
the forsaid Ifarme and other the premysses with their apperte
naunces e"cepte before exceptyd to the forsayd William Edithe 
and Thomas for term .. olf their Iynes and of euery of theim 
longer Iyner in maner and forme aboue wry ten shalle ageyn.te 
aUe people wamunte acqnyte and defende by theyse p .... ntes. 
hI WYTNBB whereof te thone parte of thys wrytyng indented 
remaynyng with the foresayd William Edythe and Thomas we the 
forsayd Priou'r and Conuente have putt oure comen or Connente 
seale. And te thother parte oft' the same wrytyng J ndentyd 
remaynyng with vs the said Priour and Conuente and our su,," 
cessours the foresaid W il1iam Edythe and Thomas hane pute 
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theyr seale& YBVEN in our chapter house with our hole .... ent 
consente and wylle the xi'" day of Nouembre in the ",," yere of 
the Reigne or our souer..yne lorde Kyuge Henry theight. 

II. < COMPOTUS ROLL. 

This remarkably full statement of the accounts of a Hert 
fordshire Manor gives an admirable picture of the whole system 
of estete lll&Il&g<O!Ilent. It shows that in this case a considerable 
number of eervices were still rendered in the old fashion and 
not commuted for money at the beginning of the fifteenth • 

• century. ~ie had temporarily escheated to the Crown, as its 
owner the Duke of York had died in the previous August and 
.his son had not yet done homage for it. Clutterbuck, U..,.tjO'Td, III. 
341. The Roll is at the Record Office among <the Exchequer 
Recosds, and is numbered Q. R. Minister's Account, No. 547/31. 

ANsTY HERTS. 2 & 3 Henry IV. 

Anesty } Compotus Wilhelmi WOOeward prepOBiti ibid.m 
.. festo Sancei Michaelis anno regni Regis Henrici 

Quarti post ConqueBtum /ieCUndo usque in erastinum ejusdem 
feBti tonc proximum sequentem anno Regni Regis predicti teTeio 
videlicet p..- unum annum integrum. 

Arr..,.ogia } D. arreragiis ultimi sui compoti precedentis nil 
hic quia solvuntur /!'Uper compotum suu".. 

Summ& nulla. 

Redditue Assise '} Idem on..-.._ de Ix s. iiij d. ob. de reddie.. 
assis. ibidem t..-minoSameti AndreeApo'toli 

Et de ij . d. de reddie.. assis. ibid.m t..-mino N atalis Domini 
Et de lviij s. xj d. de reddit ... .... is. ibidem t..-mino Annuncia.
cionis Beate Marie. Et de xiij s. iiij d. de reddie.. .... ise ibidem 
_ino Paach.. Et de vj d. ob. de auxilio vicecomitis ad eundem 
_inum. Et de lix s. iiij d. de reddit... assis. ibidem t..-mino 
N ativitatis Sancti J ohannis Baptiste. Et de xiiij s. ij d. ob. '1". 
de reddie.. .... ise ibid.m t..-mino Sameti Michaelis. Et de ":i d. ob. 
de auxilio vicecomitis ad .... ndem t..-minum. Et de ij d. de in
... ",,enio redditus v acrarum terr. lib ... e quas.J ohannes Wbassh 
nati""" Domini perquisivit p..- cartam de Henrico Pake p"" 
annum ad .... ndem _inum. Et de ob. de incremento redditus 
dimidie acre terre libere quam Thomas Ode nati""" Domini 
p..-quisivit per carlam de dicto Henrico p... annum ad eund.m 
t..-minu.... Et de ij s. de incremento redditus nnius columbarii 
edificali sup..,. tenementum Ri ..... di Reymound sic eidem Ricardo 
concessi p..- licenciam Domini Tenendi eidem RiCi'"do et her .. 
dibUB suis de Domino p..- annum ad eund.m t..-minum. [DB 
xij d. de n.ovo redditu ejusdem columbarii nil hic nee decetero 

< 1 A hod rent, which w .. paid by Iha free tenants. 
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qu;a predictus redditus condonatur predicto Ri ..... do et heredibul 
BUis per Dominum ut palet per litlera8 Domini pstsntu auditori 
directaB super hunc compotum 08tsnS<UI et penes eundem Ricardum 
remanMtes DataB apud Hertffordiam iiijlo die Decembris anno 
regni RegiS Henrici quarti· secundo '.] Et de v d. de novo 
reddit,. unius tofti et iiij acr,.,.,.". terre libore vocate Paskatss 
quas Petrus Phippe nativ.... Domini perquisWit per cartam de 
J olumna Paskat per annum ad f!lWndem torminum. 

Summa xli. XB. ob. q. 

Firme1 Et de iiij.. de Roberto Tryndeleygh pro firma 
tsnementi quondam Alicie Milward Bic eidem dimi .. i 

per annum Solvendis torminis Andree Annunciacionis Beats ' 
Maris et N ati1>itati. Sancti J ohannis Baptiete equalitJi. et solebal 
dimitti pro vij B. Et de x B. de eadem pro firma tsnement\ 
Haccbislond sic eidem dimissi per ann..... ad tormin ... m i:.:
annorum hoc an ... iiijlo et sol.bat dimitti pro xij I. viij d. ,Et de 
vj .. ix d. de firma vj acrarum iij rodar..... terre dominiee lie 
dimissarum divers;. hominibus per annum ad eoacUm torminos. 
Et de xij d. de Wilhelma J oye pro firma umus acre torr. vocal6 
Ethomisacr. per annum ad eo.cUm torminos. Et de iiij.. de 
Mauricio Longe pro firma tsnementi Andreux nuper in tenura 
Johannis MMvyn sic aidem dimissi per annum ad terminum 
xviij- annorum hoc anna xj- et solebat dimitti pro vj B. Et de 
v.. de Mauricio Wodeward pro firma tenementi Verdons hoc' 
annD ad eoatkm tormino. et solebat dimitti pro vj.. Et de vj d. 
de eodem pro firma uni ... acre terre dominice apud Mi1nemar in 
Northayfeld juxta terram Bandons per ann ..... ad eoacUm tormino •. 
Et de v.. de Johanna Longe pro firma unius meauagii et vij 
BCrt>rum torr. native quondam Roborti Ie Cook sic dimisaorom 
eideln per annum ad eoscUm torminos. Et de vj.. iij d. d. 
J ohanne Perlebien et Wilhelmo Thomas pro firma uni ... tofti et 
v acrarum torr. nati ... quondam Jolumnis .Mervyn vocatorum 
Ratslers sic eis dimisaorom per annum ad eoadem terminos. Et 
de vj .. de J ohan ... Ode pro firma uni .... tofti et v acrarum torr. 
native quondam Ricardi filii Alicie Gayller que Wil/"lm .... 
Waldyng nuper tsnuit sic ei dimissorum per annum ad torminum 
xij- annorum hoc anno vij·. Et de " .. de Nicholao Goodzer 
pro firma tsnementi quondam J ohllnnis Breust.ore sic ei dimiBBi 
per annum pro omnibu.t servieiU excqJtis precariu' in Autumpno 
per annum ad eoackm torminos. Et de va. de Petro Phippe pro 
firms uniua meauagii et v &cramm. t:.erre natiw voc.atorum 
Ruddexs que Wilhelm ... Arna1d nuper tsnuit sic ei dimissorum 
per annum ad eoackm torminos. Et de iiij .. de Ricardo Andrew 
pro firma tsnementi quondam Wilhelmi Longe quod Wilhelm ... 
Vauwe Duper tenuU sic ei dimisai pm' annum ad ~inum xijd. 

1 Thls,....... is ....... \lod in the original. 
I Benta at which the land .... let from time to time; it .ppeen thai; tben bad 

been • fall in rente. . 
• PrecariIe, Boon day&. or 0CCI1rional clays 01 work which were required in 

Idditian to the regular week work. 
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BDIlOl'1IDI hoe ......., 'riij.. Et de 'OJ \'- de Joo..- Ballard pro 
firm .. teD......vi at T _ temr nati"" _ Olde 
.Andrew< que Rob.mos Wyae Duper tenuil sic ei ~ per 
........... ad t.!rJninu .. xij- _ hoe ........ iij". _ Et de .. So 

Mauricii Sotbman pro fumg 1IDi.- tofti at T acrm"IUIO temr 
nat"", v_ CIa .... que WiI.Wd.- Waldyng DUper tenuit 
sie eiden Mamieio 1limissonaa per __ ad """""-_ zxilij'" 
annorv .. hoc _ iij". Et de 'OJ d. de Jobanne Ballard pro 
firma 1lIIivB ..,.. at dimidie temr ~". in Weston quas 
Matilda Driv...... DUper tenuit pro xij d. in ....... Dmroini exis
tenli .... , per """""tala ........ felonie quam Johtmaes Bekenor fee;, 

• sic dioo ...... ",,,. eidem JohamU per __ ad ........ ~ 
Et de 'OJ d. de eod<m Jobamoe pro firmr> 1lIIivB ...,... _ in 
Weston quondam Jobmmis Ie Bene porcella dicle ......,te sic 
IruUm Jobtmni dimissa per """"'" ad te ........ _ nii~ anno ...... 
hoe _ xj". Et de x.j d. de Ricardo Gerard pro fumg uni ... 
crofti" TOC<Ri Croweseroft CDDI j acru tern adjaemote sie eidem 
dimissi per .......... ad t.ormimom xvii~.......",.". hoe a..,,,, >:j". 
Et de iij s_ viij d. de Johamte Doraunt pro firmr> ij croft" ...... 
vocatorum Whe\ymers centi"""' ...... v acru temr nat;.,., ptuce1Ima 
de xv acri& ........,.. te7n Dati"" quondam Joha ...... Reymound 
de Wodestreoo per BRmlm ad et»d_ t..rmmo.. Et de x d. de 
J oha""" Helder pro firme j acre at iij rodanmt tern oat.ire 
parrella dioo tensmenH in Rerstsll feld que WilM1mus Kent 
DUper tenuit sie ei dimissanma per __ ad t<nninum xviij-
annorum hoe ... ,," xxj"" (Bit) ut patd per robJum .",m de &mID 

rtgni rogV iiij". Et de xiiij d. de eod.m Joha1l .... pro firme ij 
.......".,. terre Dati"" parcell. dieIi tensmenH sic di...u.......
eid"", per ........... ad -m. ~ Et de x d. de Henrico 
Colsweyn pro firma univ. acre at dimidie tern nati1I8 et utri ... 
rOO. proti parce11a diOO tencm.,.,. sie ei ~ per __ 
ad ............... xxj" 1UlIWrI&1A hoe """" _. Et de Tij d. ob. de 
Ricardo Thrusten pro firme ani... acre at 1lIIivB .roe tern 
nati. pa1'CelJa: dicti tenemMli sic 6i di".isson.na J>f"" a,u",,. ad 
terminum niij- IUWOrum hoe ......., xTij". Et de viij d. de 
Nicholao Reymound pro firm .. ani .... acre et dimid .. tare nati1I8 
parcclla diOO tensmenH in Berstallefe1d vocalanml Ie Thonge sic 
ei dim.........". per ."""'" ad ................ x'rii~ annon .... hoe armo 
>:Tit. Et de iij d. de Rohorto Tayllonr pro firma iij rodarum 
terre nati.... parrella diOO 00 ......... ,. sic dimi....,...". eidem 
Johonni per an, ..... ad eood.mt tmmi-. Et de iij d. de Johanae 
Raroun pro firm .. dimidie acn terre nati ... parcell .. dioo ten&
menti sic dimisse eidem Johanm per &711\1"" ad. ~,. :u.j'a 
annorum.hoe .""" xl. De firme ij acranom et dimidie _ 
nati"" parrella dicli tensmenH nil hoe anne pro def""", cond...,. 
tioais'. Et de ij s. de Ricardo Reymound pro Jirma ani," 
ten."...,.,. minorU tenure vocali Beckee quod WiJ1lftmllB Kene 
prius tenwl- peT op-ra sic di",issi eidom Ricaroo per a ...... m ad 
eosdem termine& Et de iiij s. de Thoma V yne pro fil'lWl oni .... 

'.Fall........ • 1'01' default ol a lessee. 

c.n. 38 
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tenmnenR et v acrarum Urrd native vocatorum Rauenas que 
Nicholaus Goodzesr prius anuit per op ..... nup.,. in tenur .. Alicio 
Lavend... ex concession. Domini tenenda eid6111 Alicio ad tor
minum vite sue modo sic dimis ......... eidem Thome per ........". ad 
termmum xviij .... annorum hoc anno x· et solebat dimitti pro v s. 
Et de iij .. de WilMlmo Algood pro firm .. uni", mesuagii et iij 
acrarum torre natitle vocatorum Coupers tenement que Johannes 
Milnore nuper tenuit p'" op ..... sic dimissorum eidem Wilhelma 
et heredibus suis per &MIlUm ad eoadem termino. ut patet per 
Rotulum Curie de anno regm regis iiij". Et de vj s. viij d. de 
Thoma Martyn pro firma uni... mesuagii et vij acrarum VA'rI 
native cum pertinenti':" quondam Henrici Joye que WillMlmus • 
Arna.ld nuper tenuit per opera modo sic dimissorum eMlem Thome 
per annum ad terminu.m. xxiiij an:wrum hoc anna xiiii'. Et 
de xviij d. de Domino Johanne Caules rectore pro firma uniuA 
crofti continentiB j acram tdrr'e native cum pwtinenciiB vocatum 
Hewlotes Croft quod WilMlmus Joye nuper tenuit mollo sic 
dimis.; eidem Domino Johan"i per ........". ad terminum xijcl .. 
annorum hoc anno et solchat dimitti pro ij.. Et de viij.. vj d. 
de WiIMlma Ode pro firma uni ... tenementi major.:.. tenure cum 
pertinenciis quondam Ricardi Buntyng quod Thomas Saman 
nuper tenuit per oper .. sic dimi .. i eidem Wilhelma per annum pro 
omn1.bus ·serviciia ad te~'7ninum xviijclm. annorum hoc anno xjUlO. 
Et de iiij d. de J ohanne Ode pro firm .. uniu. acre torre dominice 
jacentiB apud Hungerhul nuper in tenura Johannis Tbressber modo 
sic dimisu eidtm Johanni ad ttrmi"um vijelll annorum hoc anno 
1'" (sic). Et de viij d. de eodem Johanne pro firm .. ij acrarum 
terre dominice cum pertinenciis parae))a dicta pecio sic dimissa
f"Um eidem Johanni per annum ad terminum X::a:jlU annorum hoc 
amto v". Et de iiij d. de J ohanne Baroun pro firm .. uni", acre 
terre dominice cum pertinenciiB parcella dicte pecie sic di71Jtsse 
eid.m Johanni per annum ad termi"..". xl" annorum hoc ....... xO. 
Et de iiij d. de WilMlmo Togood pro firm .. uni.... acre torr. 
domini .. cum pertinenciis jacentiB apud Smetheehul sic dimi884 
eidem WilMlmo et heredibUB sois per annum ad eosdem terminos 
ut patet per Rotulum Curie de anno r<gn' regis xix·. Et de viij .. 
Nicholao Reymound pro firma uni ... ten<7Tlnlti majoriB tenuro 
cum pertinenciis quondam Nicholai Horsman quod idem Nich ... 
z...... Reymound prius tenuit per oper .. 8ic dimissi eidem Nicholao 
per annum pro ownibuB sm-vicii.9 natitris ad tm-minum njCiUD 
annONm hoc anna v". Et de iiij d. de WiII .. lma Crench pro 
firma uni", acre et uni", rode terre dominice jac..uium apud 
Hungerbul sic dimissarum eidem Wilhelma per annum ad tor
minum xx" annorum hoc anna ijdo. Et de viij.. ~ Ricardo 
Stokwell pro firma uni", tenement. et " acrarum war .. l; de 
Molond ex~ium in manu Domini ptll' escaetam causa abju .. 
racionis' elJIIrelon;" quae WilMlmus Martyn fecit sic dimissorum 

~~ ma:, :8::0:m_:u..~ be ~~!~Dr.-:ed ~:.m.eaoe:.~w:: 
pouihIe. Cf. A..lUviIle Iu B .... ~ ... L L 
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eidem Ricardo ultrG antiqu_ redcitun. et servici<z per "" ....... 
ad term ........ xij- anno""" hoc ......" ij'. Et de viij.. vj d. de 
Johmme Ode pro firma ani ... ~ majon. ten1ll'O continenlia 
" acmo '""""" tom. Dati ... cum port.inon<:iia que diclus J olum ..... 
nuper tenu;, per opom sic dimissi eid..... et heredw... allis pro 
omnibus ..,..;"m nati,,;,. per ........... ut paW per RoIul ..... Curi. 
de anno Rsgm Bogt. Henrici Quarti.........cIa. Et de v.. de 
Johanna Helder pro firma uni ... ~ et v...".,.,.,.m w,,""'" 
t.<1w Dati"" cum pertinenciio voca/OI'WD Whelers que diclus 
J ohamles nuper tenu;, per opora sic dimissorum eidem J ohamri 
per annum ad termi ....... ij- annorum ut paW per BoIul,,,,, 

• L'urio hujru anni Et de xij d. de Nicholao Rediswell pro finna 
ij 8Ut11rU'" tom. domini"" in Bandennfeld sic dimissa ....... eidem 
Nicholao per _'" ad torminum xxiiij~ annorum ut paW per 

'BoIul" ... Curia huj ... anni Et de iiij .. j d. de RiCMdo Helder 
pro firma vij acrur ..... tom! dominic.. et uniu. rod4 et dimidie 
pastUre pareella dicle pecio tom! _ Bay\lyhul sic dimissa".", 
eidem Ricardo per _mom ad terminum ",,:U annorum ut paW 
per BoIul ..... Curia huj ... nnni Et de xvij d. de Johanna Frer ' 
pro firma ij acmrvm iij rod ..... ", tom. domini ... apud Hirchouns
heg sic dimissamm eidem J ohomri per ann"", ad termin,.m 'j 
annorum ut potd per RoIul ..... Curio huj ... anni. 

Summa vij Ii xij s. ix d. ob. 
Opom vendita} Et de iiij .. v d. de coj oporihua yemaIibua 

venditia exira proci ..... operis obol.... Et de 
iij .. iiij d. de xl operibua autumpnal.b ... venditia exl .... proci .. ,,. 
ope";' j d. Summa vij .. ix d. 

Exu... manerii} Et de vj .. de firma xij galIinarum hoc allno 
pro capito vj d. Et de j d. de "" 0,," gallin

a",,,, de reddita vendili. """"- Et de xviij .. de iiij acn. ij rodio 
subbooci venditia in ambob... bosciB hoe anno pro acra iiij.. Et 
de iij d. de spinis venditia in Busswode hoe anno. Et de x .. de 
raceini&l et croppes querculorum in Busswode venditia hoc afl.M 
in grooso. Et de vj .. de stramine albo vendita eliv""" hoe anno. 
Et de iij s. de st.ramine pisoru .. venelita hoc anno. Et de " d. de 
stramina vendita hmlarie hoc anno. Et de iij d. de corio ani ... 
vituli de marina venelito exIra. Et de I .. vj d. de feno vend;'" 
eli \ ....... hoe &lIllQ. Et de ij .. iij d. ob. de ij acn. iij rod .. war.m 
venditia J ohamri Frer hoe anno. Et de viij s. j d. de eliv""" 
eepiB veneliw hoe __ Et de lI:][ d. de vetori meremio' cujusdam 
pistrine' ten ..... ,.,. Rauenes prostrate per ventnm venelito hoc 
anno. Et de xiij d. de ij peciio veteris m ........ ii venditia per 
warenlum. Et de ij .. de lopp;' et raceinis meremii prostrati pro 
moLmdin3 vendi,.. Johanni :Nhote hoc anna. Et de 10ppiB frv,xi
n"",,,,' in Rookwode vendiw Simoni W &renD ij.. Et de vj d. 
de ij peciio veteris meremii vendiw per w......mum. • 

Summa cxij .. vj d. ob. 
I This .~ to be • IatiD.ised. form of &he Prt!IlCb. ...a.s. from. abe low 

Latin Nliicl-.. The pbrue &lands fOl' BooC6 uul br&oches. 
i Timber. . • ~.. .. Aah-ireea.. 

38-2 
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Perquisita Curie} EtM~ xxivs. Yd. de j curia tenta ibidem 
die Lune proximo ante festum Simonis et 

Jude. Et de x s. viij d. de j curia tenta ibUkm die Jovi8 prQ,i"", 
post festum S<mC1i Hilarii. Et de xxiv 8. ix d de j curia cum 
vis ... tenta ibidem die Sabbati in VigiliiB Tra!1UlfigurationiB. Et 
de iiij s. xj d. de j curia tenta ibUkm die Lune in f .. to Sancti 
Jacobi. Summa lxiiij 8. ix d. 

Venditio pasture} E~ de ix d. de pastura cirea sepes berea ..... 
vendita Johanni Baroun. Et de ix d. de 

paswra circa MilIeheg eidem vendita. Et de vj d. de pastura per 
sepes cirea gardinum eidem vendita. Et de iiij d. de pastu ra , 
in La Stonydane vendita. Et de iiij d de p&8tur~ per .. pes 
exopposito tenewmto J ohannis Helder eidem vend,ta. Et de 
xvj d. de pastura subtuB tenementum Wilhelmi Togood vendita 
J oh .... ni Frer hoc anno. Et de xv d. de pastura de La Teenacres 
vendita Wilheimo Thomas hoc anno. Et de vj 8. rt«p1U de 
pastora in terra frisca' tam pro iiij vitu/iB ablactatiB quam pro 
bestiis divmri& ultra f5Cit.u.lli \I manmi ibidem pasturandiB hoc anno. 

• De agistamento· in campo post autumpnu1n nil hie quiaamercia.tu,.
in Rotu/o CU...... De pastura apud La Lygh nil ea_ 8upradicla 
et ecism quia depasta cum bidentibu8 Domini De pastura subt ... 
hoseum Prio ..... nil quia 8ubter et dimittitur ad firmam s"pra 
in titow firmarum. Et de iij 8. iiij d. de pastura apud La Hale 
cum una pana pecia Urre frisce subt ... croftum Roberti Wyse 
in eodem campo vendita Domino Johanni Caules rectori hoc anno. 
Et de iiij 8. de agistamemo equorum diversorum in Estwod .. ven-
dito hoc anno. Summa xviij s. vij d. 

Venditio bladi} Et de x1viij s. de ix quarteriiB fro_Ii 
• venditiB exira pro quarterio v s. iiij d Et de 

iiij Ii xix 8. de xvi quarteriiB iiij hUBBelliB frummUi venditiB 
h",picio Domini exIra pro quarterio vj 8. Et de x1iij 8. iij d. de 
xij qr. vij bu. pisurum venditiB ad diversa preeia. Et de xxxj s. 
viij d de ix. qr. iiij bu. drageti venditiB qr. ad iij 8. iiij d Et de 
viij Ii vj 8. X d de xlv qr. iiij bu. ordei venditiB qr. ad iij 8. viij d 
Et de iiij Ii ij 8. de xx qr. iiij bu. ordei venditiB extra qr. ad iiij 8. 
Et de xxx .. viij d. de xj qr. iiij bu. avene venditiB hospicio Domini 
apud Walths.m quarterium ad ij 8. viij d Et de iiij Ii. ix 8. viij d. 
de xxxiij qr. v boo avene venditW exwa quarterium ut supra.. Et 
de xviij B. de vj qr. avene venditiB extra quarUrium ad iij 8. 

Summa xxx L ix s. j d 
Venditio StaUri} Et de xxxij .. de iiij hovettiB venditiB extra 

mense Octob ..... pro capiu viij 8. Et de 
xvi 8. de ij stottiB debilibuo venditiB extra mense J uni. Et de 
iiij .. de xij &uciB venditiB extra pro capite iiij d Et de viij s. 
iiij d. de xxv caponibuo venditiB exIra pro capiu iiij d Et de 
xx d. de " gllliniB de reddi.lu venditia extra pru cap;'" ij d. 
• Summa lxij s. 

I. Waste1an~ 
I The rnrtilage of the manor·bO'O.lle . 
• The taking in of other peol'le'. cattle &0 graze. 
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Firma Vaccarum} Et de !xxv a.-de firma xv vacca .... m ad 
plelltJm firmam exi.tentium pro capito v s. 

Summa lxxv a. 

"Chevagium'} Et de xij d de chevagio Wilkimi Breusttre de 
Walkerum nativi Domini 1""0 Iicencia morandi 

extra dominium per annum. Et de vj d. de chevagio Johannis 
HOl"Rm&n. de Mesden nati1'i Domini pro licencia morall,di extra 
dominium per annum. SumllKl xviij d. 

Redditus et recepta forinseci} Et de xl a. de firma de 
• Brunne pertinen18 ad istud 

matl8rium ~ .... num. Et de Ix a. de prima escaeta causa felon':' 
quam Radiilphus Reymound fecit. Et de xxv a. vj d de parte 
pltime escaete causa. felon':' quam idem Radwphus fec# ut patet 
per Rotul .. m Curis huj ... anni. Et non plus quia diversa staur .. 
et hO!ltilamenta' ejusdem escaete ap1""eeiata ad Ixij s. reservantur 
ad opus Domini. 

Summa vj Ii. va. vj d 

Venditio ""p'r compotum} Et de ix a. j d de divers .. rebuo 
venditis super compotum extra. 

Summaix s.j d 
Summa tctal .. receptorum lxl<ij Ii. viij s. vij d ob. q. 

Allocatio,... et defeetus redditus} Inde in defectu redditus 
. _ tenemBnR vocati Hacchi&-

land quia in manu Domini et ad firmam per annum terminis 
Andree Annunciation.. Beate Maris et N ativitat" Saneti J 0-

hannis BaptiBte xviij d. In defeem redditUB tewimenti quondam 
J ohannis Reymound de Wodestrete per annum ad eosdem ter
minos xiiij d In defec/u reddituB tenementi quondam Ricardi 
Buntyng per e.nnum ad eo.de", tertninos xij d. In allocatione 
redditua Johannis Nhote messori&8 pro officio suo per annutn ad 
eosde", terminoa v s. Summa viij s. viij d. 

Cust ... carectwrum} In ferro et ""cere' emptiB 1""0 ferrsmento 
ij carectarumfabricatan.m hoc anno viij s. 

vj d. In stipendio fabri pro f"bricaeione earundem ix s. iiij d. In 
iiij stradeloutis' empti. pro peeia ij d. ob. xd. In"iij Rustesehon' 
empt .. 1""0 pecia iij d. ix d In iiij ferris pedalibus emptiB xv d. 
In iiij duoden" ferrorum equinorum emptiB tam pro equiB car",,
/arum quam 1""0 BtcttiB fer .. and" hoc anno pro duodena ix d. iij B. 

In [mille] elavorum equinorum emptorum 10m pro dictiB ferris 
quam pro veteribus firmandis 1""0 cenl8na iij d. ij s vj d In . 

1 A capitation payment, or poll taL 
• Stores and household goods . 
• The hayward, an omcial who looked after the seed paid by ib,e villans and 

I.b.e 80wiDg, and who had an allowance made in his :rent in consequence of 

di~hW~th~:!~=~ ~~in!:::~ ~ia~ of 1.hin iN: !~~hich the upper 
part of the eud of the We was 'clouted· 80 88 to prevent the whtl8lfrom wear
wgit. 

e RfllIltlJe/uin iti probably old hone-shoes. 
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stip<ndio fabri pro imposiCione et r ... cione dictorum f.rro,." ... 
ex c<>nIW!tud1ne nltra fromeneum extra ij 8. In 8tip<ndio car
pmtarii tam pro factura novarum carectarum de meremio Domini 
hoc anno q1Ulm Pro cooperatG exacione carectarum I et hwciarum S 

manmi ex conBuettuiine pm" annum iij 8. vj d. In uno vomere 
de novo empto ij a. iiiid. Summll xxxiiij a. 

Cnstu.. carroru ... } In nnctum empla pro ca"";" wj d. In 
dimidio corio dealbato emplo pro ham .. ii.t 

roparandis viij d. In ij reynes de cannabo empli.t pro capistril. 
[j d.] Sum ..... xiij d. 

Empcio bltuli at 8tt1U"}'In xxiiij palcini.t empti.t(>1"o upon .. 
bus bciendi.t pro upiee j d. ij.. In 

ilij vitali.t empti.t de firmario va.ocarum ex C<>nBUet<.tdine firm. sus 
ilij 8. Summll vj .. 

MinUttl} In oblatione ilij famulorum carucariorum etouni ... 
carectarii pro die N atali8 Domini cujmlihet in 

, die ij d. x d. In oblatione eoruooem pro die Pasc,," .... juslib.' 
in die ob. ij d. ob. In p<rgamento emplo tem pro RoIulo Cun. 
et Extracti.t quam pro isto Compolo 8up<r8Cribondo xij d. In 
emendaciono iij ptlrium cath....,.".". et serurMUm equinarum 
ilij d. In 8tipmdio Mauricii Longe facUmiBX ij clades' pro lalda 
de virgis Domini viij d. In stipendio Johmmis DOT&unt carprn
taMi de novo fa.cientis unum alveum ligneum et unum presepe 
pro vitali.t ilij d. In una seruM equin .. cum catben'" empla. vj d. 

Summa iij a. x d. ob. 

Cnst ... Dom ... } In stip<ndio Mauricii Longe cooperientil 
• SUP"" longum stabulum ac edam aupu sta.

bul ..... car..-/arum per iij dies fet] dimidium capienti.t per diem 
iiij d. xilij d. In stipmdio Alici.t Helder tracttlnti.t stramen 
eidem per idem tempus vij d. In stipmdio WilMlmi Joye car
pmtarii v..-genti.t gn>n&rium infra per j diem iiij d. In spykyngs 
et minuti.t clavi.t empli.t ad idem vij d. 

Summa ij a. vii d. 
c.ut", Molmdini at bidenl ..... } In una petra molari. empl4 

pro molendino Ix.. In ati
p<ndio molendinarii circnlana. Ie trendel' molmdini iii d. Sol"" 
molendin&rio cubanti diet&m nov,.". petram molarem ex .."...... 
ludine xij d. In stip<ndio WilMlmi Joye e&rp<ntarii scalpanti.t 
meremium pro iiij poetibtu DOVY una cum imposi~ UniUl 

whepe' uni"" overway &C eciam bordsnt" latera ex utralibet 
parte molmdini ex COIUIIetudi ... in grosso xiij .. iiij d.. In spy
kyngs et clav;. empli.t pro dicti.t bordationibus firmandis xiij d. 
In expensi.t prepositi et uw ... molendinarii eunti .. m usque Cantil
brigiam pro dictll petra molar. emenda vj d. In e&re&cione' dicte 

1 Fitling .... uIe 10 !he _ aDd boci7 "' ........... 
• Harro .... 

: ~ol.~ia.aDdniD&. ; =:e~{LJe). 
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petn molaris 1lD& ""'" exponsis ip.rius prepooiti molendinarii 
famoloru", et equorom mannii ac aJiorum ad id.m auxilium 
eundo et redeundo om"ibw in denari.. computmu preci
aveno ut exira ij s. iiij d. In j lag ..... resine ampta pro bidmlib ... 
ungendis' viii d. In 1lD& la"oena butiri empta ad miscendum cum 
eodem pro unctum inde bahenda viij d. 

Summa \xxix s. x d. 

Trituracio et vannacio'} In vj qr. iiij bu. frumenti trituratio 
ad taacl&am pro qr. iij d. xix d. ob. 

In vj qr. aveDe trituf"aIU ad tascham pro qr. ij d. :lij d. In bet qr. 
• div"".,.,.". bladorum tam de trituralw... famolorum quam ad 

tascham ...:.mati. ad tascham pro qr. ob. <t. iiij s. iiij d. ob. 

I Sarculatio et falcatio'} In blad"1S Domini sarcuLmdia ultra 
oport> CUBtumariorum et molemen· 

noruJ. hoc ....... v s. x d. In v acriB [ell dimidia h.,.begii fal· 
cand" ad tascham hoc anno pro acra viiJ d: iij s. viij d. In dicto 
h ... bagio spargendo levaMo at in feno fa.ciendo ut in ....-vieia data 
eisdml custwwJri .. et molemennis ultra au:rilium famul."...m hoc • 
a'",o iiij d. et non plu .... ac... falcate ad tascham quia xxj acr. 
falcate per oport> custumariorum et molemenHorum et non plures 
pro _is que sunt in man .. Domiui hoc anno. In uno 
homine conducto ad falcaoulum ""'" eisdem custumariia et mol .. 
mennit 1000 tenentU Rauenes quia in manu Domini et ad tirmam 
supra viij d. Et pro teDemenlo quondam Henriti J oye causa 
predicta viij d. Et pro _ quondam Rieardi Buntyng 
C&U6a predicta viij d. Et pro _ Whelers causa predicta 
iiij d. Et pro _ quondam Nioholai Horsman causa 
predicta iiij d. Et pro teDBmOnlo quondam Thome Ode causa 
predicta iiij d. et non plur .. quia faoiune opera sua ut molemen,,;' 
Et pro _ m .......... causa officii sui iiij d. De ij d. pro 
uno tofto cum ij acria cfunidis t..-re de molagio' vocato C\aoes 
existents in man.. Domiui per su .... m reddioionem' Hugouis 
Blunvyle et Ague/is uxoris sue usque ad plenam etatem heredis 
nulla aJIoeatio hic quia Mauritius Wodeward faoit prediotum 
opus hoc anno. Et sciendum [es/1 qtMld Mauritius Wodeward 
faoit prediotum aJternato anno. De iiij d. pro ten......uo quondam 
WilMlmi Martyn existente in man.. Domiui causa supradicta 
nulla aJIoealio hie 1lIJC deoet6ro quia ten_mentum prediotum in 
man.. Domiui et ad firmam supm CUfl. operibuB suis. In ca&8O 

empto pro eisdom custumariis et molemen .. is faicantibus in pratis 
Domiui ex consuelud .... vij d. In feno predictarum xxj aortJrUm 
falcatarum per op..-a llevaMo et faoiondo nil quia per oport> 
custumciriorum et molemennorum de consuerudin& 

Summa :riij s. Ix d. 
Cmt ... Autumpui} In ij' xxx allecium per min ... OBntum 

emptis tam pro upanN cj" eustumario-
1 For the acab. t Threshing and wiDDOwlDg. 
• Weeding and mowing. • Molmen'8land. 
I The 8IllTeDder of • holdiog into &he hands of the lonl. 
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-rum et mo]emennoTum venientium quasi pM" unum diem ad ij siccas 
preca.rias I in autumpno de consuettuline ut extra quam pro exprnsis 
unius messoris unius "carecta.rU ilij famulorum carucariorv.m et 
uni ... bereari. quorum oustumarii et molemenni quilibet hahebat 
ij allecos preeii quadrantis et predicti vij famuli quilibet similiter 
hahebat ad utramque precariam ij 0.11 ... 0 precii quadrantis ex 
consuetudine ij s. iiij d. ob. q&. In xxix &Cris dimidia frumenti 
meUndis et ligandis ad tascltam pro e.cra vj d. xiiij s. ix d. In xliij 
acris dimidie pismoum et avene metendi. et ligandis ad tascltam pro 
&era v d. xviij s. j d. ob. In xxj acris dimidis ordei meUndis et li
gandis ad tascha", pro acra viij d. xiiij s. ij d. In diversis bladis de « 
messoris famul .... ligandis ad te.scham propt.r occupaciqnem caru
carii xij d. In expensis famulorum mano'!rii metentium ligantium 
et colligencium diversa blad& ut extra. cariantium furcaluium act 
meiancium blade. in grangiam hoo anno prout allocatum est in 
compoto precedent. iij s. iiij d. In v paribus ciroticarum empti. 
pro famulis manerii x d. In candeli. empti. pro autumpno ij d. 
In expensis famulorum ad eorum Ripgoos· in tine autumpni 

• xviij d. In stipendio unius Repreve nil boc anno quia nullum 
bahuerunt. Summa Ivj s. iiij d. q&. 

Stipendia} In stipendio prepoRiti per annum xiij s. iiij d. 
prout allocatum est in compoto precedente. In 

stipenclio firmarii qui eat eciam 1000 unius daye' per annum iij s. 
In stipendic clerici scribentis hunc oompotum vj s. viij d. In 
stipendic iiij famulorum ce.rucariorum et uni ... carectar;i quolibet 
capiente per annu1Il xij s. Ix s. In stipendio uniu.t bercal'ii ex 
consuetudine per annum x s. Et . predicti famuli percipient 
vesturam unius rode frumenti et uniUB rode Visorum vel avene ex: 
conS'tutudin.e ut extra et vocantur cowrodes. Et messor sinu,1itm" 
~cipiet vesturam uni'UI rode frumenti et uniw rode pisorum vel 
avene. Summa iiij Ii. xiij L 

Vadia et e.nnuetates } In vadiis Simouisatte Bowe de Buntyng-
ford per tempus compoti ad ij d. per diem 

ex. conces8'ioM Domini ad terminum vite sue pro custodia silvarum 
et warennarum ut patet per litUras Domini patentu aliter super 
compotum osten8a8 et pena eundem Simonem remat'IMUeB Dataa 
npuJ London x, die Novembril anno Regni Regis Reorioi Quarti 
ij'lxs. xd. Et solmi Johanni Harwe de quadam anouetate xis. 
PM' M&num eidem Johanni concessa pm" Dmninum Edmundum 
Ducem Ebor<lOMl8em et Comitem Cantabrigie ad terminum vite sue 
percipienda annuatim de Dominio de Brunne pertill""te ad istud 
me.nerium ad termioos Pasche et Sancti Michaelis per equalu 
porciones ut patet per litteras Domini patentu pellU' eundem 
Johannem remantntes aliter super compotum ostensa.t et per 
Jitt<rnm Domini de warento prepoaito directam aliter super com-

I Preca.riE "heD DO beer w .. allowed. Apparently '&ieee preearhel might tan 
em diee optorabilee and the t.enaDt then was excued from renderiDg &he lea Talaahle 
service. See btoJow under opera autumpnalla. 

2 /fipgool_ This ma,. have bee:o the Kem-1IUpper wbeD baneet. wu OTero 
• Dait,- WOmaD. 
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potum ostensam et penes eundem prepo8itum remanentem DataB 
ij' die April .. anno regni Regia RicarrJi vij' pro terminis Pasche 
et Sancti Michaelis hoe a"no xl 8. Et eidem J ohemni de quadam 
annuetate ""xiij 8. iiij d. per an....". eidem Joh ...... i concessa per 
dictum Dominum ad tet'lXlinum vite sue percipienda annuatim de 
hoc manerio ad terminos Pasche et Saneti Michaelis per equal .. 
porciones ut patel per liUeras Domini de warento prepoBito 
directa. aliter super compotum ostensas et peDe8 eundem prepooi
tum reIIl!Ml.llnte8 Data. xxvij die Aprilis anno regni Regia Ricardi 
xxij' pro tet'IXlinis Pasche et Sancti Michaelis hOD anno xxxiij .. 

• iiij d. Summa vj Ii vij s. vj d. 

Expenlla S6nescall, cum feodi.t} In expensis senescalli eu", 
- coronatoriB clerici sui et a1i~ 

• n.m ibidem existentium ad unam curiam ibidem tentam propter 
inquisitionem et appreciaciomm bonorum et cat&llorum Radulphi 
Reymonnd felonis ao eciam quo die dictus Radulphus abjuravit 
regnnm Anglie ommb ... computatis in denariis v s. Et sol .. t. 
sen .. callo tenenti curiam Domini ibidem pro feodo suo per annum. 
ex precepto Domini et consilii sui xiij s. iiij d. 

Summa xviij s. iiij d. 

Expenoa forenoioa} In expmsis preJ>08iti equitontis apud 
Wa.ltham ex precepto Petri Mavan sa

ne8calli hospicii Domini pro frumento et avena providendis pro 
dicto hospicio enndo et redeundo per ij vi ... hoo anno xij d. Et 
soluti Johanni Child coronatori et ckrico suo pro fcodis suis 
exist<ntibu.t ibidem die quo Radulph... Reymound abjuravit 
regnum Anglie ut ""Fa v s. Summa vj s. 

Liberatio Domini} Liberatio Henricc Bracy thesa .......... hos-
. picii Domini tam in denariis quam view 

ultimo die Februarii ut patet per quandam indenturam sigillo 
iprius signatam xiij Ii. xij s. iiij d. Et eidem per eandem inden
turam x- die Marcii lI;j Ii vj s. viij d. 

Summa xxiiij Ii. xix s. 
Summa Otnlliu.m expensaru.m et libM"atWnu.m xlvij Ii. xvj & 

X doh. qa. Et debet xxiiij Ii xj .. ix d. E quibUB allooati eidem 
lI;j d. pro agistamonto nni ... vituli Race [I] ibidem. Et eidem 
xvj d. de rewardo facto servientibu.t ibidem ad potand...... Et 
eidem "" d pro j vitulo anno predicto similiter dissoluto.. Summa 
a.llocata iij s. xj d. Et sic debet xxiiij Ii. vij a. x d. quos colu!oB 
super compotum 'fhesaurarii. Et quietuB est .. 

[Back oflk Roll.] 

Anesty } Exitus grang;. ibidem de anno Regni Henrici 
Quarti primo. 

Frumenlum } Id6Ill respondit de iiij'" ij quo j bu. eli. menstWiJ 
rasa de toto exit.. grangie ibidem hoe a" ... 

ultra vci;turam ij rodarum ejusdem exitus liberatam famuliB 
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manerii et messon 6% oonsmtudine anno precedente. U nde 
trituratis et vannatis ad tascham vi\j bu. cu,n"lat08 vj qr. iiij bu. 
Et pro cu1nulo ad idem j bu. di. Et por famulo. secundum xxj 
pro xx !xxv qr. v bu. di. . Et pro avantagio ad idem iij qr. vj bu. 
Et de j bu. frumenti de mutuo novi grani respondi! pro libemtiono 
famulorum. Summa iiij"" vj qr. ij bu. 

Inde in semine super bcrix u.crad terre per 6stimationem 
seminis in Hoomfeld hoc anno· xxiiij qr. vj bu. sic &uJMr acram 
ij bu. di. plus in toto di. bu. por taJlagium conbra Johnnnem 
Nhote measorem et semi_tonom et pr"JlOsitum inde fact"",. In 
stipendio prepoBiti por annum capientis per annum j bu. frumenti 
prout aliter 881 in comporo precedent. vj qr. iiij bu. Et libsrati 
ad mixturam famulorum inferiorum xxv qr. v bu. di. In paus , 
furnato pro expmais custumariorum et molemennm"'lml in pratis 
Domini de coWl/Utudi ... hoc anno iiij bu. undo tiUHt de hue/,llo 
xj panes at non plur .. quio non plure. custumarii qni operant .... 
In pane furnato pro expensia oj cust11DllJf"iorum et molemennorum 
,ultra expens"" messon. et famulorum ut infra quasi por unum diem 
venientium ad ij si0ca8 pr~rias in A utumpno hoc anno quorum 
quilibet porcipiet j panem undo fiunt de hue.ello x pa"". de 
consududim et xv custumariorum et molemenn.onm1l quilibet 
porcipiet sim.1itor ad veaperam j panem ad utramquo precariam 
nndo tiunt de buesello xv pan .. et vocantur Aveloves j qr. v bu. 
di. In vendicione hospicio Domini infra xvj qr. iiij bu. Et pro 
cumulo ad idem iiij bu. Et venduntur in palriam ix qr. Et pro 
avautagio ad idem iij bu. di. Datu. Februario ex consuettuiintJ 
ferrore equorum ....... tGrum et stottorum ultr.. denarios infra 
j bu. In stipendio nni ... garcionis spargentis suloos' por ix septi-
mana! ad seasonam in""""; et xl" capientis por septim..nom di. 
buc iiij bu. di. Summa que suI"'" Et eq .... 

Pied} Et de xxiiiJ qr. vij bu. di. pisorum mensura r&Sd 

rupondit de toto exitv grangie ibidem hoc anno undo 
trituratis at vannatiB per opera mensum rasa xvij qr. ij btL 
Et pro famulis secundum :uj pro xx vij qr. v bu. di. Et pro 
avantagio ad idem iij bu. SUD""" xxv qr. ij bu. di. 

Inde in semina SUP"" xxix &CrtJI terre per estimationem seminis 
in N orthayfeld ix qr. por tallagium oonIr .. eundem sic super &cram 

ij bu. di. min ... in toto di. bu. Et liberal. ad mixturam famu-
lorum infe ...... ij qr. vj bu. di. In vendicione infra xij qr. vij bu. 
Et pro avantogio ad idem v bu. 

. Summa que &upr"- Et eque. 
Ordenm } Et de !xxviij qr. ordei mensu ... r&Sd reap4ndi, de 

toto exit .. grangie ibidem hoc annD. U od. mlu
ralis at vanna,is por opero mellBlml r&Sd xx qr. iiij bu. Et por 
famulos secundum mellll1WGm supradictam lvij qr. iiij bu. Et 
pro avantogio ad idem ij qr. vij bu. 

• Summd iiij"" qr. vij bu. 
ll'urro .... 
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Inde in semina super xxiij &cras dimidiam terre per estiwa
honem seminis in Hoomfeld hoc anna xj qr. vj bu. por tallagium 
contr .. eundem sic capiens aora ilij bu. In vendicione infra lxvj 
qr. Et pro avantagio et cumulo dato ad ideDl iij qr. j bu. 

Summa que supra. Et eque. 
Dr.agetum } Et de ix qr. ilij bu. dragai mensura rasa ..... 

. spondit de toto exit.. grangie ibidom hoc ......" 
trituratis per famulo.. Et pro avantagio ad idem iij bu. di. 

Summa ix ql·. vij bu. eli 
Inde in vendiciono infra ix qr. iiij bu. Et pro avantagio dato 

ad idem iij bu. eli Summa que supr... Et eque. 
Aver.!>} Et de iiij"" viij qr. ij bu. avens mensu"a rasa 

respondit de toto exitu grangie ibidem hoc an1W 
ultr .. vesturam ij rod,.,.,..,. ejusdem exitus liber .. tam f&mulis man· 
erii et messon ex; constUtudine &UnO precedentB. U nds tritw-atis 
et ;"nnatis per opera mensu" .. rasa """vij qr. v bu. per famulos 
earJ.m mensura xl [iijl) qr. v bu. Et pro avantagio secundum ix 
bu. pro quarteriovqr. iiij bu. Etad tascham eadem mensuravj qr, 
Et pro avantagio ad idem vj bu. Et de vj bu. ejusdem exitus pe .. 
estimationsm in Ix garbis lilleratis pro .ustentations ilij vitulorum 
ad staurum Domini reservatorutn. Et de xv qr. iiij bu. de tote 
residua ejusdem evitus per estimationem in m

' 
ij' xl garbis libera

tis _quis carectariis et stett.:. manerii loco .ue jmbenck ut p .. tet 
per dietam inferi ... hoc an1W. Et de j bu. ""'ens de mutuo novi 
grani. Summa ... " qr. vij bu. 

Inde in semine super iiij"" viij &cras dimidiam terr. per esti· 
matio ... seminis in N orthayfeld hoc ..... 1W xxxiij qr. j bu. per 
tallagium contra eundem sic super acram iij bu. min ... in toto di. 
bu. In farina facta pro potogio famul.,....,. hoc anno j qr. iiij bu. 
In p'·ebend .. ij equorum carectMum ". festo Miohaeli. usque Gulam 
August> per vices prout laborabant per estim .. ti....". in cl garbis hoo 
aDDO j qr. vij bu. In prebenOO xij stottorum ad seasoniam f ....... 
menli prout laborabant per estim .. tionem in cc garbiB hoc anno ij qr. 
iiij bu. In prebsnda eorundem a XXO die J annani usque xmum diem 

M Ilii videlicet per ex nocteB per estimationem in viij iiij x [i.e. iiiJuJ 
garbis hoc anna xj qr. j bu. capientium qualibet nocte inter se viiJ 
garbas plus in tote ij garbas. In .u.tentaci .... iiij vitulorum ad 
statlP1"'Um Domini reservatorum hoo anna per estimationem in Ix 
garbis eisdem lib ..... tis supra vj bu. In vendicione hospioio Domini 
infra xj qr. iiij bu. Et pro avantagio ad idP.m j qr. iij bu. di. In 
vendioion. in patriam xxxix qr. v bu. Et pro avantagio ad idem 
se .... ndum ix bu. pro quarterio et xxj qr. pro XX vij qr. di. bu. 
Lillerlli Simoni Waren pro perdicib ... ex precepto Thesaurarii 
Hospicii Domini ij bu. In prebenOO .tottorum cariantium unam 
petram molarsm pro molendino de Cantabrigi .. usq .... An • .sty j bu. 
novi grani. Summa que ."1""10. Et eq ..... 

Multure. molendini} Et de vj qr. iiij bu. multure molendini 
sio dimissi Ricardo molendinario hoc 

anno et non plus propter defectum pet". mol"ris. 
Summa vj qr. iiij bu. 
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Inde liberati ad mixturam famolonwa infen," vj qr. ij bu. 
Et alIocati eidem Ricardo mol.ndinario pro tempore quo mokndi
RUm quassatum fuit per magnum ftntum ac eciam. stetit ociosum 
tempore r<paTBCionis ij bu. Summa que llUpnL Et equ<. 

Et de xxv qr. v bu. di frumenti ij qr. vj bu. di pisorum vj qr. 
ij bn. mixtn ... molmdini rupondi4 supra pro lib<ratione famnlmv .... 

Summa xxxiiij qr. vj bn. . 

lfutura famolonwa} Inde in libmuim&ibuo ani," car'.Mrii 
iiij famuJoru", C81'Ucorionma et uniUl 

bermrii per annum quoliba eo ...... capi ... ", per me"""". iij bn. 
nnd" ij p<JrUo frumen4i et iij" pars mixtnre molendini.et qu"'" 
blada mokndini des,,'" j bu. fru-mi et ij bn. pisorum mixtO 1000 
ejusdem xxix qr. ij bu. In liberatione ..mu. m"""";' tempore • 
semin.is et x)e et per riij· septi'mana.a in Autumpno hoe &I,no 
eapienk ad quamlil><t """"""iam vj bu. et in Autompno vi' bu. 
ex eoDB1ldvdu •• ij qr. ij bn. und.! ij pat"ta ••• llUpra.. In libmu~ 
uni... firmurii """"'"'''' qni eae ecUuoo in loco ani," da,e per 
.n .... m iij qr. ij bu. frumen4i cap;""'" j qr. frum<n4i ad xvj 
sept;........... Sum ..... que ""pnL Et eq ..... 

Seminantur ibidem cum divnsia genuiln&o bladonun hoc anno 
sup'-" ccxx acre.. Su.mma CC'%X acre.. 

Acre seminate} Inde in liberationibtu famulonun manmi ex 
consududine pro firma 1lI1iw V"""" pro eia 

rondueW pro Iacte inde habendo vestur-a j rod<! fru~ et j rod<! 
aVen<! hoc _ eli v_ cowroda. £t liberrJt& JDeI!8Of"i pro 
sotuIV' snis in autumpno ex eons.-di ... TeStartlI ani .. rod<! £no.. 
tReRli et j rod, aTen<! hoc [""""1 etT_ Veewrod. Et mete
baruu .. per DF<rCl Autumpualia infen... xxxij """ per ~ 
siCCtU b:riij acre pro denariU infra iiijU ][ ... acre di Et por 
famul ... ][J[jjjj acre di Su.mma que IltIprrL Et eque. 

Eqni ...... } Et de ij eqnis caredCIrIo", de __ ibv&. Sum.-
«Iarttm ij. E. rema""" ij equ4 .......aan. ... 
Storti1 Et de xij IItC>t:t.U de ....... .....nbua. Et de iiij proT&
~ per _ .. _ feIonj., qua.w Badulphaa 

Beymoun feed ut pcakI per Rotul .... Curie. S_ xvj. 
Inde in TeDdieiort< infra _ lnni&. Et h"h<n>ti lobAroni 

Ode ex pm:epto Auditori&. 
Sum.- iij. Et .......- xiij IIiot&L 

Taunu} ~ de j b1u1'O de.............,. s..m-. j. Et.-
J~ • 

V""",,} Et de ][T Ta«i. de ~ibv&. s..m.... ][T. Et _][V_ 
Boveua eli jUYeD<e} Et de iiij bovett.io de ~ibv&. 

E. de iij ~ de adj1lJlCtiDM 
juveooeuIan< .. infen.... Sum .... vij. 

I ApIoiDIy_"'~""; _u.a'-"'c_ 
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Inde in vendicione infra mensem Octobrio iiij bovetti.' 
&mma iiij. Et remanent iij juven .... 

Bovi.,..1i et juvenculs} Et de iij juvenculu de remanentibus. 
Et de j bovic-ulo et ij juvenculu de ad· 

junctions vitul""",, annaliurn infen.... Summa oj. 

Inde in adjlUlcmone cum juveneu supra iij juvencul.. Sum",,. 
iij. Et remanent j bovieult ... et ij juvencw.. 

Vituli de exitu} Et de iiij vitul .. de remanentibu8. Et de 
iiij vitulu de exw emptio de lirmario VIlA)-

carum ex conauducline firme sue. Summa viij. 
Inde in adjunclione cum bovicul.. et juveneulu supra j 

vitul... nIas et ij femi.... In morina' mellS8 Octobris ut patel 
per Rotul .. m Curi. j vitul"" ma.s. 

• Summa iiij. Et remanent iiij vitul. quorum ij IIlllS (sic) et ij 
femiM. 

Coria croda } Et de corio uni ... vituli de morina supra. 
. , Summa j. Et venditur iufra. Et nil remanet. 

Auee } Et de j auee '(Me) et iij aum maribus de remanentib",: 
De iiij aum de reddil .. ad GuIa ... August; nil bic 

quia tenebamur in manu Domini et ad lirmam ut palet in titulo 
tirmarum infTa. Et de xv aneulia de exitu dictarun& iij aucarum 
manum per annum ex certa consuetudine facta per Dominum 
Rogerum de WyIesbam eu,,, firmario vaccarum. 

Summa xix. 

Inde in decimu data j. In expensis fawuI',""II' ad eorum 
Ripgoos in fine Autumpni ij. In vendicione infra xij. 

Summa xv. Et remanent j &uca et iij a.UOB mar68. 

Capon .. } Et de xJ<iiij caponibUB de remrmemibUB. • Et de 
xJ<iiij caponibUB de factura pulcinorum interios 

emptorum hoc anno. Et de ij caponibUB de reddilu ad term,nu", 
Pasch.. S .. mma l 

Inde in defectu reddituo tenementi quondam Nicbolai Hors
man quia in manu Domini et ad firmam j capo. In vendit;ane 
infra xxv. Summa xxvj. Et remanent Driiij capon ... 

Galli et galline} Et de j gaIl. et xij ga1li.nis de remanentibus. 
Et de j gaJIo et xvj gaIJin.. de reddil .. 

custumariorum ad N atole Domini. • Summa lCC[. 

Inde in defectu tenement; reddil ... quondam J ohannis Rey
mound de Wodestrete tenement; Hacchislond tenement; quondam 
Johaunis Breust"'!'t"e et tenementi quondam. Willudmi Longe quod 
Will"'1;,. ... Dauwe nuper tenuil et reliquit quia ad firmam iiij 
gaIJin.. In defectu tenement; vocali Claees tenememi vocati 
Buntynp:g8 et tenementi quondam Nicholai Horsman iij gallina. 
In vendicionB x. Suwma xvij. Et remanent j go.llus et xij 
gulline. 

lllurmiD. 
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Ova} De exit .. gal~ nil hie quia galIin. ad firmam. 
Sed de iiij~ xv ovio de redditu eustum .... ':O""'" ad 

f .. tum Pa.sehe. Summa iiij"" xv ova. 

Inde in defecm redditua tenemonti vocati Hacchislond xv ova 
tenementi quondam Johannis Reymound de Wodestrete tenemonti 
quonw.m Johannis Breustere tenemenei vocaei Buntyngg. tene
menti quondam Nicholai Horsman et tenemenei quondam Thome 
Ode causa supradiela 1 ova pro quolib<t tenemento x ova. Et 
pro tenemento quondam Wilhelmi Longe et tenemento vocato 
Claces x ova pro utroque tenemento v ova. In vendicione infrG 
xx ova. Summa que supra. Et eque. 

Pulcini} De pulcinio de exitu gallina.-um nil hie q"", gallin. 
ad firmam infra. Sod de xxiiij pulcin .... de empti. 

infra. 
Summa xxiiij. Et fiunt in capone.. Et nil remanet. 

Cyncihrum} Et de j uncia eyncibn de redditu ad term&um 
Saneti Michaelis. 

• Summa j uncia. Et lib.,.ata auditori super compotum. Et 
nil remanet. 

Fenum} Et de feno xj prati de remanente. Et de feno 
xxviij acrarum di. prati de exitu pratorum ad opus 

Domini falcate hoc anno una. in Selkemeed vij &cre di. et in 
Hoommed xxj acre. Summa feni x.xxix acre di. 

Inde in decimiB datum fenum ij acrarum iij rodarum prati. 
In expensio equorum caruc......... [01] stottorum manmii equorum 
charectarum equorum 8enescalli equorum audiWria et aliorum 
de consilio Domini ibidem supervenieneium hoc anno % &Orarum-. 
In velldicione infra fenum xvj &Crarum di. In vendition. super 
compotum fenum iij acrarum prati pro fix .. j d. in margin]. 

Summa feni xxxij &cramm j rode. Et remanet fenum vij 
&crarum j rodo prati. 

Et de ij'" iiij' lxxiiij o~ yemalibuo provenientibus de 
xxviij custumariio inter f .. tum Micha.lis et Gulam Augnsti 
videlic<t per xliij septimanas et iiij dies quorum vj custumarii 
quilib<t facieno per septimanam iij opera per dies Lune Mercurii 
et Veneris J<vij cmumari' quilibet fa.cieno per septimanam ij 
opera scilicet per dies Lone et Veneris et v CUlItuma.-ii quiliboe 
fscienB per septimanam j opm videlicet per diem Lune. 

Summa ij'" iiii" lmiij opera. 
Opera iemalia precium operis Ob.} I~de ~ dejecta operum 

VJ maJorum custuma
riorum viddine tenemonti vocal. Hacchislond tenemenei qftondam 
J ohannis Reymound de Wodestrete tentnMnti quondam J oha,mis 
Breustere tenementi vocali BunttynggB tenem.onti quondam Ni
cholai Horsman et te"""""'" quondam Thome Ode quia in man .. 
Domini et ad firmam quorum quilib<t ~ per septimanam 
iij opera Dec iiij"" opera pro quolibet ten......uo per tempm 
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pmlictum CXXX op...... In defectu oporum xij tell6nti..... ij' 
tennro vid&iC<t ten.",..,ui quondllm Ali"", Milward modo dimissi 
Roberto Tryndeleygh teIl6menti Andreux modo [dimissi) Mauricio 
Longe ten.",..,ui VerdonB modo dimissi Mauricio Wadeward 
tenemonti Roberti Ie Reue modo dimissi J oh""";' Longe teno
.... nt. Ratelers [modv) dim;ssi Jo~ Parlebien et Wilhelma 
Thorn... tenementi quondfJm Ri ..... di filii Ali"", Gayler modo 
dimissi J ohanni Ode tenementi Rudden modo dimissi Petro 
Phippe ten.",..,ui Longes modo dimissi Ricm'do Andrew tenement. Oldesndreux modo dimis .. J oht.mni Ballard tem....nti Claoe. 
modo dimissi Mauricio Sotbmau tem....nti quondfJm Henrici J aye 
modo dimissi Thome Martyn et tenem..m vocati W helers modo 
dimiss' Jo~ Helder [quill) in man .. Domini et ad firmam 
infra m' xliiij opera pro quolibet tem....nto per tempm predictum 

• iiijD vij opera. In defectu oporum uni ... toft.: [mi)nor.:. tenuro 
quondam Nicholai Crowe quill in manu Domini et ad firmam 
xliij·opera per septimanam j opm. In defectu oporum uni", 
acre terr. vocate Ethonsacro caUS/J predicta xliij opera per 
septimanam j opm. In defretu oporum uni'lB temmonti ejuedem 
tenure vocati Becbes quod Wilhelm ... Kene nup ... tenuit per op .... 
modo dimissi Ri ..... do &ymound et ad firmflm xliij oper.. p ... 
septimanam j opm. In defectu oporum aJterius tenementi ejuedem 
tenure vooati Coupers tenement quod J oh""""" MiJIl6re nuper . 
tenuit per oper .. modo dimissi per sellescallum Wilhelmo Algood 
pro iij s. per annum pro omnibue ""';ci .. ut patet p ... Rotul ..... 
Curie de anna Reg .. Ricardi iij' xliij opera per septimanam j opus. 
In defectu opernm uni... aero terr. ejDedem tennro vocate Howle
tiscroft quod Thom ... Ode nup ... tenuit per operll modo dim .... 
per seneacallum Domino J ohanni Caules rectori pro xviij d. per 
annum pro omnibua serviciia ut pats' per Rotulum Cu.rie del anno 
Regie Henrici Quarti primo xliij opera per septimanam j opu •. 
In defectu operum unius .tenementi ij6 tenure vocati Ra.uenes 
quondfJm Ali"", Lavender modo dimis.' per sen .. callum Thome 
Vyne por iiij s. p ... annum [prol omnibus sorvici" ut patet p.r 
Rotulum Curie de ""no Reg .. lticardi xv' iiij"" vij opera per 
septimanam ij op ... a. In aJiocatione medietat.. oporum uniu. 
tenementi ... tenure quondam Mauricii Howe quod Thorn ... Parker 
tenet per opUB ex consuetudi". stipend .. sui hoc anno xxxv opera 
per septiman..m ij opera. In a.\locationo oporum iiij minorum 
cUBtumariorum relD"nontium ad oporandum per iij septima" ... 
festivaB videlicet Natali< Pasche et Penteco.!eB in quibus no ... 
opcrantur xxiiij op ..... pro quolibet custumario per Beptimanam ij 
opera. In allocation. opernm dictorum iiij cUBtlllnariorum ~ 

ix diebuo festiv" accidentibus super dies 8UOS ... videlioet Luce. 
lame lAme V8IUJI'iI Voneril Lu.ue 

Omnium Sanctorum Nicholai Annunciationia Parasceues Marci; 
VIIPIIlU VIIIDOriI LIUlI 

BaptiBte Magdalene J &CObi xxxvj opera «",,,,libe! custumarii 
p'·o ... die festivo j opUB. In aJiocalWns oporum dictorum iiij 
custumariorum faJcantium in pratis Domini pret... oonsu.tudinem 
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molemennorum iiij opera cuj';"libee eorum j opus. In allocationo 
oP"""m pro eorum avers.gio nil hoc anno quia nulla feceront. In 
xvij qr. ij bu. pisorum xx qr. iiij bu. ordei trituraeis et vannat .. per 
opera eustumariorum ut supra c opera pro singulis iij bu. j opu •. 
In xxxvij qr. v bu. avene trlturatis et vanna/is psr opera ut supra 
xliij opera pro singulis vij bu. j opus. In vendiew... infra cvj 
opera. Summa que supra. Et eque. 

Arrur. procium opsris iiij d.} Et de rvj operibus arrur. 
provenientibm de oustuma

nis et molemennu cum viij caruciB suis junctis hoc anno ad 
seasonias frumenti et xl·. Et de vij opsribu. arru .. provenisnei
bus de eisdem custumariiB et molemennis cum vij carucis suis f 

junetis ad seisoniam warectationis. Et sciendum qulid qnilibet 
hahens caruMm per so vel junetim arabit di. acram ad quamlibet. 
soisoniam pro operibus auis precium operis iiij d. 

Summa xxiij opera. Et expsnduntur in terra Domini al'l'"nda 
et warectanda. Et nil remanee. 

Opera sarculationis} Et de xxviij OpsrWUll sarenlationis pro-
venisneibus per dimidium diem d~ liij 

custumariiB et molemennis quorum quilihet de xxxvij custumariil 
et molemennis predict;' quilibet facie iij opera j molemennue f.cie 
ij opera et quilibet de xv custumariis et molemen";,, predictis 
facit j op.... Summa cxxviij opera. 

Inde in allocatione operum meaaoris pro officio suo iij opera. 
In allocations operu.m xix tenementorum custumariorum in manu 
Domini et ad fir[mam] titulo oP"""m yemalium lvij opera pro 
quolibet tenementa iij opera. In defeem operum v tenementorum 
minoris tenure videlicet tenementi Becke. [quod Ricardm 1 Rey
mour.d tenee tenementi vocati CouPS''S tenementi quod Wil1 .. lmua 
Algood tenet uni ... acre terre vocala EtbonS&Cl'e uni". tofti cum 
j acra terre adjacen16 quondam Nieholai Crowe uni... crofti 
continentia j &eram terre vocati Howlotes Croft cawa predicta v 
opera pro quolibet tenemento j opus. De iij opsribtu pro uno tofto 
cum ij acria di terre de Malagio vocato Claceo existenla in manu 
Domini per SU1'8um reddicionem Hugonis Blunvyle et Agnetis 
uxoris sue usque ad plenam etat.". beredis nil allocatur hoc Anno 

quia MILUM ... Wodeward facie predicea opera. Et eciendum 
quod Mauriei ... Wodeward facie predicta opera alternato anno. 
De iij operilnu pro uno tenem<nlo de Malagio existenla in manu 
Domini per escaetam causa felon ... quam Wilhelm,.. Martyn fecit 
nil hi<: nec decetero quia tenementum predictum in manu Domini 
et ad firmam cum opsribuo et custum ... sui&. In bladis Domini 
sarenlandis hoc "nno lxiij opera. • 

Summa que s"pra. Et eque. 
Et de viij'.iiij'" vj opsribus autumpnalibm provenientibm de 

xxviij eustumariia inter Gulam August> accidentem die Lune boo 
ann<> et f..tum Michaelis aooidentem die J avis hoc anno scilicet per 
viij' septimal!a8 et ij dies quorum vj de prediclis oust""""';;' 
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quilibet facie... per septimanam v opera scilicet per dies Lune 
Martis Mercurii J ovis et Veneris xvij de custumariis predictis 
quilibet faciens per sept>manam iiij opera videlicet per dies Lune 
Martis M .... uri. et Veneris ij de custumariis predictis quilibet 
faciens per septimanam ij opera videlicet per dies Lune et 
Veneris et iij de ClllltumMiie predictis quilibet facie ... per septima
"'.'" j opus vide"."., per diem Lune_ 

Summa viij" iiijD vj opera. 

Opera &utul"pn&lia preci"", operis j d_} Iude in ?;fec.tu 
operum VJ maJo

""" custumariorum videlWet tenmumti Hacchislond ten."..,.ti 
.J ohannis ~ymoU:nd de Wodestrete tenem.nli quondam J ohannis 
Ilreuster6 tenemonIi BuntynggB tenomonti quondam Nicholai 

• Horsman et ten."..,..ti quondam Thome Ode q'lda in m&nu Domini 
et ad f[ irmam 1 infra pro quolibet teIlO1Mnto per septimanam v 
oper.. ij' lij opera. In defectu operum xiij ten."..,..torum ij' 
tenure videlicet tenementi quondam Milward tenementi Andreu" 
ten<menti Verdous tenementi Roberti Ie Reue tenementi Ratelers. 
tenementi quondam Ricardi filii Alic" Gayller tenementi Ruddo"s 
tenmumti Longes tenement; OIdandreux tenemenli Claces ten ... 
menti quondam Henrici J oye tenem.enti Ravenes et tenementi 
Whelers quia in manu d(lm.ini et ad nrmam pro quolibet tene
wmto per septimanam iiij opera iiij' xlij opera. In defectu 
operum ij tenementOl'um minoris tenure videlicet tcnementi vocati 
Coupers Tenement et teDf'~ti vocati Backes caUHQi predicta. pro 
quolibet tenemento per Septimanam ij op~ra xxxij opera. In 
defectu operum uni'UB acre tmTe vocate Ethonsacre causa ~dic.ta. 
viij opera per septimanam j opus. Et pro uno tofto cum j aera 
terre adjacent. quondam Nicholai Crewe viij op.,.a per sep,ima-
7Ulm j opus. Et pro uno cro£OO continent." j acrum terre vocate> 
Howlotes Croft e ..... a predict& viij opera per septimanam j opus. 
In allocatione operum [qualuor cUBtwnarior"m 1 adhuc operan
cium pro vj dieb ... festivis accidentibus super dies suos ope .. abile. 

Moreuril Luue )lucl.lrU 
hoc anno videlicet LlU ... ncii .assumpcioniB Bartholo",.i Exal-

1I0l'Cl.lrU 
taoi""iB et :Mat/hoi xxiiij opera cujus/ibet pro quolibet die festivo j 
opus. In allocatione operum dictorom iiij custumariorun~ pro ij 
sicc:is precariis accidentibus super dies BUOS operabileB hoc o.nno 
viij opera eujuslibet pro qualib.t precaria j opus. In xxxij acriB 
div .... o"'''' bladoru,n metendis eolligendiB adjuvandiB et ligandiB 
per opera hoc a.nna lxiiij opera sic ca.piem scram per extentum ij 
opera. In vendicione inf,'a xl opera. . Summa que S'l.I1"'a. Et equ6 . 

Et de C iUjU j precBriis siccis provenientibus de lvij custu~ 
marii8 et molemennis ad ij siccas preoa.rias in Autumpno quorum 
x.xxiij custumarii et molemenni quili?et faciens iiij preca.rias xvj 
custumurii et mollemenni quilibet faciens ~j precarias et v ~ustu
wa1'ii et moleruellni quilibet faciens j preca.riam, 

Su.mma C iiiJJ:x j pl't:carie. 

o. H. 39 
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Inde in allocations operum mess0ri8 pro officio suo ilij precari& 
In aIlocatione operum xix tene .... neorum tom majo ...... quam 
minorum in manu Domini existencium et ad firmam infra lxvj 
opera pro quolibet tenemenlo ilij precan. et non plure. quia 
tenmB Breusters :fa.eit p1"6carias suas tenMIS Horsmans et tene-
menJti quondam Thowe Ode et tenens Whelen ut molemenni. 
In defec!u operum uniUB ten."..nti minon. tenure vocali Beckes 
quod [Ricard ... ] Reymound tenet cauaa predicta ij precan.. Et 
pro uno ten."..,,10 vocaro Coupen Tenement quod Wilhelmus 
Algood tene! C&UBa predicta [ .. precarie ]. Et pr" una &cra terre 
vocata Ethonisacre C&UBa predic!a ij precan.. Et pro uno tofto 
contineme j &cram terre adjacenI/J quondam Nichol .. i Crowe CBUB" ' 

predic!a ij precarie. Et pro uno crofto contin8me j a(;ram terre 
vocalo Howlotes Croft cau ... predicta ij precarie. De j precaria 
pro uno tofto cum ij &criB eli. terre de molagio vocaro CI...... exis-' 
ten!e in manu Domini per SUl'8um reddicionem Hugonis Blun\"yle 
et Agnetis uxoris sue ut supra nil allocatur hoc anno'" quia 
MauriciUB Wodeward facit predic!am precari...... Et sciend"", 

• quod MauriciUB Wodeward facit predicmm precariam alternato 
auno. De ilij precaliis pro uno ten.......w de Molagio e:t:istenU 
in manu Domini per escaetam caw.. felonis quam Wilhelm ... 
Martyn feci! nil allocatur hie nee decetero quia tenementum 
predictum in manu Domini et ad firmam cum operibUB at custu
Mis sllis. In Jxviij &criB diversorum bladorum supra metendis 
colligendis adjuvandis et Jigandis per precana. siooaB hoc anno cj 
precarie pro singlllis ij &CriB meUnd;' et Iigandis iij precan. plus 
in toto j precaria. Summa que supra. Et eq ..... 

III. COURT ROLUI. 

The following entries arc taken from the records of the court 
at Winslow in Buckinghamshire; it was a mallor Lelonl,,1..IIg to 
the Ahbey at S. Albans, and the records are preserved for .. 
portion of the reigns of Edward III. and Henry VI. in a hand
some volume in the Cambridge University Lihrary, Dd. VII. ~2. 

The longer portions selected are the entries for the hamlet 
of Granhorough in three distinct courts; one in the year before 
the Black Death, another in the year of the Black Death, and 
another in the time of Henry VI. The spring court ill 1349 
dealt with au enormous number of holdings vacated by deaths in 
that year, though Granhorough seems to have 8uHerpi much 
less than the other hamlets in the manor; an extract from the 
record of the autumn court suffices for purposes of illustration. 

The last entry is a memorandum appended to a Jetti ng of 
the lands for rents in 1347. It is instructive as showing an 
attempt to maintain the collective responsibility of the village .... 
so thet no individual need be allowed to get into arreal'lL 
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-1. HAL'JlOTUM DB WYlISBLOWB DlB LUliB PROXIMA ANTB 

FBSTlJJl. BANeTl LUCK BV,4NGBLISTE AlifNO XIIJo. J. BYNRAlll. 

Grenebw-g'. 

J oharmes Ie Longe reddidit su"""" in man ... domini di",idiam 
&Cram terre cum pertinentibu8 iuxta terr&m Walt.ri Ta.illour' apud 
Ie Redebreda. Et dominus concessit prediclam t..rr1llIl cum per
tinentibu8 Waltero Geffes tenendam BWi et suis in villenogio et ad 
Toluntatem domini per .. ruicia inde debita et consueta. Et dut 
de fille ij a. Et fecit fidelitatem, &c. 

Johannes de Longe reddidit SUl"SUm in man"" domini di".idiam 
acram ter:e cum pertinentibuB iacen!em Buper Ie Mellehulle hula 
,terra:m dominiC8D1- Et dominus ooncessit predict&Dl t..rram cum 
pertinenlibUB Isabelle Elyot tenendam sWi et snis in villenagio et 
ad v<liunta!em domini per .. ruicia inde debita et .<mSueta. Et 
dat de fine ij a. Et fecit fidelitatem, &e. 

Walteru. Perkynes reddidit sursum in man ... domini dimidiam 
acram terre cum pertinenlibuB iacemom in Blakewelleforlong quam 
Rosia Adam tenet ad termin".,. vita. Et domiuus concessit pre
dictam terram J oh"""i Hore tenendam sibi et Bnis in villenagio 
et ad voluntatem domini per """;cia inde debita et .<mSueta. Et 
dat de fine ij B. Et fecit fideJitatem. Et est forma talis videlicet 
quod dw... Johannes Hore habebit vnam dimidiam &Cram 'super 
hidehulle ad termi .. um vite supradicte Rosie et post decessum 
dicte Rosie ad supradictum Walterum reuertatur &c. 

Radulpl.UB Henries habet licenciam ponendi GalfridUDl filium 
sun'" ad scolas clericales. Et dat de fine xii d. 

Walterwl Taillonr' reddidit Bursum in man ... domini dimuliam 
scram terre cum pertinentib". iacentem super Astonehulle qua", 
prius cepit de terris dominicia iuxta t..rram dicti Walteri. Et 
dominus concessit predictam terram cum pertinentibUB Petro fi.lio 
Ene Rolfes tenendam sWi et .ois in villenagio et ad voluntateDi 
domini per seruicia inde debita et C01ISueta. Et dat de fin~ vj d. 
Et fecit fidelitatem &c. 

J oharmes Hughprest et alicia vxor ei ... examinats. reddiderunt 
sursum. in manus domini vnum cotag&um cum curtilagio adiacente 
iuxta tenomentum J ohan";' Ie warde et tres dimidias &Cras terre 
vnde vne dimidia ia.cet in Ie Clayforlong iuxta terram Johannis 
Peres et alia dimidia scra ia.cet BUper Ie Langelond iuxta terrsm 
J Oha .. fUs Horewode et alia dimidi6 scra ia.cet super Eldelayes 
iuxta terraDl Willelmi Ponteya. Et dominus concessit dict-um 
cota,giu': cum eurtilagio et t..rra J ohanni Hughprest et Alicie 
vxori eiUB ad tennin'Um vite eorum. Et post decessum predicton.tm. 
J ohannis et Alieie predict& cota"aia cum curtilagio et terra ellm 
suis pertineutibus rema.nea.nt Elene filie predictorum Johaft.71,is et. 
Alicif' ad terminum vite sue. Et post decessum dicte Eleue 

1 f. 48 b. 

39-2 
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Predicta tenementa remaneant heredibus predietorum J ohannis et 
Alicie tenenda de domino in villenagio et ad voluntatem per 
virgam I per seruicia et consuetudines debita. et' consueta. Et dat 
de fine v.. Et fecit fidelitatem &c. 

Elena atte halle per Iicentiam domini dimisit J oh"".,.i 
Martyn duas acras terre ad termi""", xl. anflOrum proxims 
sequentium post datum istius Curie, sicut iaoent sup.,. Costcuwe 
iuxta terram J obannis Pieres. Et dat domino pro termiflO 
habendo' iij s. iiij d. 

2. IlALIMOTuM DE WYNSBWW" DIE LUNB PROXIMA POST 
JlB.TUM ... NeT! DIONISII ANNU XXlLJ". AD WITTEIIH¥'. 

Greneburgh". 
Willeimus Houprest mortuus eat qui tenuit de domino vnum' 

Mesuagium et dimidiam virgate terre cuius heriettum vnup bos 
precii ij .. Et Johannes filius eius est proximus heres etatio iij 
annorum. Et ratione minoris etatis commissa est custodia terre 

• et heredis J ohanni attewelle tenenda usque ad legitimam etatem 
heredis per virgam faciendo seruicia et consuetudinea ffinis 
condonat ..... propter paupertatem. Et fecit fidelitatem. 

Johannes Clerk mortu ... est qui tennit de dOlnino vnu>n 
Mesuagium et vnam virgatam terre CUiU8 htrietwm VD'U8 bos 
precii iij s. iiij d. Et sup ... hoc venit Anabilia que fuit vxor dieti 
Johannis et clamat habere coniunct.um statum in diclo Mesuagio 
et Urra. Et S\lper hoc vocat recordum Rotulorum. Et habet 
diem usque ad proximum. 

Johannes Longe mortu ... est qui tenuit de domino vnum 
MeshagiulIA et v acras ten'e cui"" hmettum j IuueoCU8 preeii 
viij d. Et WiIl.lm ... fili ... ei ... est proximUB heres qui venit et 
gersummauit· dictum Mesuagium et t8rram tenendum aibi et suis 
in villenagio per virgam ad voluntatem domini per seruicia. et 
consuetudi"... Et dat de fine xij d. Et fecit fideJitatem. 

Willelmua Horewod mortuus e.t qui tenuit de dcnnino vnam 
BC'1'tJm et dimidiam terre cuiUB heriettum vna ouis precii iij d. 
Et remanent in manus domini pro defectu heredv. 

Emma Clerkes mortua edt que tenuit de domino vnam aoram 
terre cuitU heriettum vnus bouiculus precii xviij d. Et remanet 
in manus domini 

WiIldmus Carpenter mort ..... est qui tenuit de dmnino vnum 
cotlLgium et duas acras terrd'cuiua heriettum vna om precit: iij d. 
Et remanent in manUB domini ~ 

WiIldmus Wengraue mort..... est qui teuuit de domino vnum 
cotagium et duas acras Urre cuius heriettum vna ouis precii iij d 
Et lticardus fili ... Ricardi Wengraue est proxim ... hel'Cfl. 

1 The fOrllll'll eDtry on a Tillain'8 holding. 
S Fur haloing a lease for a term of years, - f, 53 b . 
.. Gerau..ma. a 4De paUl on complet.iu.g aD agrcexnent. See above, p. 530 D. t.. 



:MANORIAL RECORDS. 613. 

J ohtmnes Hobbes mortu ... est qui tenuit de d?mino vnum 
cotagium et ilijor a.cras terre euiu heriettum vna ouis precii iiij d. 
Et dominus concessit dictum cotsg'u", et wram Isabelle Hobbes 
tenenda ad terminum vite faciendo seruicia et consuetudines 
sine vasto saluo iure cuiuslibet. Et dat de fine xii d. Et fecit 
fidelitatem. 

Matilda Hobbes mortua elll que tenuit de domino vnu". 
cotagium et tres roda& teTre euius heriettum vna ouis precii iij d. 
Et Johannes fili ... Johannis Hobbes est prox'm ... heres etstis vij 
annorum. Et ratione minoris etatis dotninus concessit custodiam. 
cotsgii terre et heredis Isabelle Hobbes tenendam usque ad 
legitimamoetstem heredis in villena.gio f&ciendo seruicia. et con
suetudi..... Et dat pro custodia. habenda vj d. Et fecit fideli

·tatem. 
Alicia Hobbes mortua est que tenuit de domino dimidiam 

a.cram terre cuius heriettum vna. ouis precii ij d. Et Johannes 
filius J phtmnis Hobbes etau. vij .... norum est pToximus heres. 
Et ratione minoris emtis dominus concessit custodiam terre et I 

heredis Isabelle Hobbes tenendam usque ad legitimam etstem 
heredis faciendo sernic;" et consuetudines. Et dat pro custodia 
habend .. vj d. Et fecit fidelitstem. 

Johannes Hore mortu ... est qui tenuit de domino dimit:U&m 
&Cram terre cuius beriettum vnus vitul ... precii iiij d. Et J oha""" 
soror dicti J ohannis est proximua heres. que venit et gersummauit 
dictam terr&m tenendam sibi et suis in villenagio &d voluntstem 
per seruicia et consuetudines. Et dat de· fine vj d. Et fecit 
fidelitstem. . 

Raduifus Geffes reddidit sursum in manus domiui ..filum 
cotagium et dootinus concessit dictum cotagium Johanni Reynald 
clerico de Greneburgh tenendum sibi et suis in villenagio et ad 
voluntatem domini per virgam fa.cientlo seruicia et consuetudines. 
Et dat de tine xii d. Et fecit fidelitstem. 

Radulfus fili-as Walteri Norton reddidit sursum in manus 
domini vnum cotagium continentem in longitudine xvj pedes et in 
!&titudi1Ul xiij pede. cum curtilagio adiacente. Et dominus con
cessit dictum cotsgiu", cu'" curtilagio Willelrno Wyth tenendum 
sibi et suis in villenagio faciendo seruicia et consuetudines. Et 
dat de fine xii d. Et fecit fidelitstem. 

Johannes filius Radulphi Rolfes mortuus est qui tenuit de 
domino vnum Mesuagium et vnam virgatam terre cuiua heriettum 
vnus bos precii iiij s. Et Juliano. Rolfes &mits dicli Johannis 
est prOXitnU8 heres que venit et gersummauit dictum Mesuagium 
It terr&m tenendum sibi et suis in villenagio ad voluntstem 
domiui per seruicia et consuetudines. Et d&t de fine x s. 

J ulmns. Rolfes reddidit BUrBum in manus domini vnum Mes
auagium et vnam virgatam terre cuius heriettum vna cista precii 
iij d. Et dominus concessit Radulpho Geffes dictum Mesuagium 
tenendum sibi et suis in villenagio et ad voluntstem domini per 



614 AP~ENDIL 

virga.m per seruici<> et consuetudines. Et dat de nne Xl< s. Et 
fecit fidelit.&tem. 

Tast.&tores carnisie presentant quod braciatr.... fregerunt 
assisam, ideo in miBerico-rdia vij d. 

Radulphus de Norton dat domino vj d ad inquirendum de iure 
suo de vna &el'a tel're. 

Jobannes Reynald dat domino vj d ut inquiratur de iure 8UO 

de vno cota.,->io et dimidia &cra terre. 
RaduiphuB fili... Rosie Adam dat domino pro licenci.. 88 

marit.&ndi xij d. 
Willelmus Scot debet sectam et f&cit defaltam, ideq, in miseri· 

cordia iij d. 

3. HALIMOTUM TENTUM IBIDEII DIE LUNB PROXIMA. POST' 
PFESTUM ASSENCluN18 DOMINI ANNO REONI BEGIS HORle! I)EXTI 
QUINTO. 

Greneburgh '. 
Jurat. presentant quod Johannes Ost.&ge debet sectam et facil 

defaltam, ideo ipse in mi8eric<>rdia. 

Item dieunt quod Riem·dus Harry et Walterus Harry apud 
Swanburn Thomas Deye et Willelmus filius suus ibUkm sunt 
natiu' et fugitiui ideo &c. 

Preceptum est Roberto Jauyn firmario man"';; de Byggyng 
quod distringal Galfridum Kyng filium Raduifi Kyng per o!nni" 
bona et cat.&lltI sua vbieunqU<! infra domum fuerint inuenta ad 
801uendum et satisfaciendum alie' wyght de Greneburgh quondam 
ann\1um redditum eidem alicie debitum, videlicet iij s per annum pro 
quadam clausura vocata Colettiaclose. quociens et quando diet, .. 
galfridUB in solucione diet; reddilUB defi"';t, quod preupmm est, 
dictus Robertus dictum Galfridum dietringat de die in diem et 
districta capta retine .. quousque dictus reddil... cnm arrl!rQ{fii., 
siq ... fuerunt, eidem et alicie plenam fturit satisfactiawm d:c. 

Dominus concessit Radulpho eyre sex dimidiaB acra. terre cum 
j !aye, iacont super Swynehulle extendentu vsque molendinum de 
Greneburgh. Tenenda sibi et BUis .. dato istius Cu';" vsque ad 
finem lx annorum proxime sequentium comvletorum in villt·nngio 
ad voluntstem domiui per Reddmdo inde annuatim vj pro omlli· 
bus semi';i8 et secti8 Curie. Et dat de fine j capon"",. 

Walterus Berry sursum reddidil in man1U domiui vnum 
mesuagi UIR et qtID«iU IK.-ras et dimidiam terre quondam J olumni! 
Elyot et Ali";' vxoris eius vnde dietum cot&gium situ .... est inter 
tenementu.m Radulphi wengraue et suoweslane, vna &era et dimir 
dia ia.cd inter culturam ,·oeatam MillehuUe in duabus porcellia. 
J &era ia.cd snper longcroft et dimidia a.cra iacd super Middul. 
furlong et altera, dimidia a.cra eet quadam forer .. • iaceno !lUI"'" 

11.10b. 
S Foren.; a beadlmd or iraan"erae por1.ioa at the eod 01.. 8eJd; lee 8eebohm. 

Yillage Co",,.rri.tr. "" 
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Wydepoleshulle. vna aora iacot apud Bla.kewe11e hegge in ij 
porcellis et dimidio 80m iacet apud aImondesmede et ali .. dimidio 
acra aubtus molendi ....... domini cui ... hm_ in pecunia iij .. 
iiij d: et dominus concessit dictum cotag\um et t.rmm cum 
pertinentibw Roberto Cawode Tenendum sibi et anis in villenagio 
ad voluntatem domini P'" sernicia &c. Et dat domino de fine 
vj s. viij d &c. 

Testamenlum J oh"nnis watt.es probatum est co........ ffratre 
Roberto Onnesby 0.11"";0 et commissario in h80 parte, eni ... 
tenor sequitur.... hee verba. In dei nomine Amen. Ego J 0-

banna [aie] wattes compos mentis anno domini milIesimo ccccxxvijO 
condo tettam.mlum meum in hune modum. In primis lego 
animam meam deo at corpus meum ad sepiliendum in cimiterio 

, sancti Johannis Baptiste de Greneburgh. Item monac"is sancli 
albani xij d Item vicario de Greneburgh xij d. Item Clmco 
eiusi.m ecoluie iiij d Item iiij luminibua eiusdem ecol,rie dim .. 
dium quarterium brasii. Item ecoluie de wynge xij d Item ago' 
lary vnam olla". en ...... poteUum et cistam et j ooo~rium et j, 
parcellam linth... Item Margme lary j oUam enea ... potellum 
et eistam. Item £raw,bus de Aylesbury xij d ltem Will<lmo 
Childe filio meo spintuali j buoaellum brasii. Et de resid,,,, 
honorum meomm non le.:,aato constituo J ohtJf'lnMll Geft'ea meum 
~xecutor.... vt ipoe disponal bona mea cum adiutorio J oh"n .. is 
Boueton melioN modo quo Bciverint deo placere pro anima mea 
et indo pl'Ollt-.t saorammtum in for", .. iuris. 

C. MUNICIPAL LIFE. 

I BAVB here grouped several documents which illustrate the 
rights of burgesses, the trade policy they pursued, and the privi. 
leges they desired to possess. 

I. CIIARTBR OF CoVENTRY. Tbis Charter W88 granted by the 
Earl of Chester to Coventry, and the privileges were subsequently 
confirmed by Henry II. It has been printed from .. transcript in 
Trinity College Library, 00, 2, 20, which I have corrected, with 
the kind assistance of the Town Clerk of Coventry, from the 
original; this is in the possession of the corporation of Coventry 
and is in beautiful preservation. 

It is chiefiy instructive because it shows UB .. city with .. 
good deal of self·government, while there is no mention of .. gild, 
or grant of the right to have .. gild; we bear of this right in 1268, 
as a mlItter which was then in dispute (Gross, Gild Mllf'cham, II. 
48). There was .. portmanmote, and foreign merchants might ba 
introduced 88 comburgenses, but these things might exiet without 
any gild merchant. The Coventry Gild Merchant obtained .. 
charter in 1340 and came to be .. very importsnt body in the 
lAter history of the city, but it does not appear to have been 
an importsnt element in its earliest municipa.\ life. 
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t[ Ranulp/'us Comes Cestrie omnibus Barouibua, et Con
stabulariis, et Ballivis, et ministris, et hominibus et amicis sWs 
francis et a.nglis tam presentibus quam futuris Baluum. 

Sciatis me Burgensibua meis de CovintrU concessisse et dedisse 
et hac carta mea confirm ..... omnia que in presenti carta scripta 
sunt, videlicet ut bene et honorifice et quiete et in libero burgagio 
teneant predicti burgen ... et heredes sui de me et de heredibue 
meis, sicut unquam in tempore patris mei vel aliorum antecessorum 
meorum melius et firmius et liberius tenuerunt. Omnes aut<1l. 
liber... et bona.s leges illis concedo qua.s bUl'!J8D'" Lincolnie 
meliores et liberiores habent. Prohibeo et defendo oonstabulariis 
meis ne eos aliqua causa in castellum ad placitum dpcant ... <1 
portmowm suum libere habeant. In quo omnia placita ad me et 
ad illos pertinentia iuate tractentur. Quemlibet autem ex semet- • 
iporis pro me eligant qui sub me super eos iU8ticia sit, qui leges et 
consuetudines sciat, et eos meo consilio in omnibus rationabititer 
omni causa remota custodiat et mi!.i jura mea fideliter faciat. Si 
forte aliquis in mi.rericordiam mea.m inciderit mwciatus sit ration&

'biliter per ballivum meum et fideles burgenses curie. Quoscumq1.t<l 
autem mercatores secum ad ville emendationem adduvrint, pre
cipio ut pacem haheant, et nullus eis injuriam faciat vel injuste 
eos in curiam mittat. Si vero aliquis extraneus mercator aliquod 
inconveniens in villa fecerit in portmoto coram iusticia supra
dicta sine .,....a ill~d dirigat. His testibus. &:C. 

II. CUSTOMS 0 .. LoNDON. These are taken from the same 
vol (Add. 14,252) &8 the Assize of Bread printed in Appendix A
They date from the twelfth century and may of course be earlier, 

. 80 far as a great part of their contents is ooncerned. The tirst 
extraet refers to the position of foreign merchants; and the next 
to a levy of a fifth on moveables. As the London customs were 
given to Oxford a.nd many other affiliated town8, they are of 
greater interest and importance than those of later date or of 
smaller places. 

QUEDA.M CIVITATIS CONSUETUDINBS SIVB LIDERTATB8. 

6. Si quia forensis hominem civitatis itnplacitaverit nan 
poterit comprohare eum per forenses nioi alter de civitate sit. Et 
si homo civitatis forensem implacitaverit qui [de] civitate IWn sit, 
necque in ea terram habeat, cum testibua enm prohare IWn poterit 
nioi alter sit de comitatu in quo manet. 

11, Mercator foraneUll ubi uoluerit in civitate hcepitet ...... 
sed ad decisionem mercee sua.s non vendat. Si fusco tif,ctum' 
attu1erit, vel cordewan non minus quam duodena". simul vendat. 
Pann08 de serico vel lana vel lino integroe nendat. De cera non 
minus quam unum quarterium. Foraneus mercator nequit pan. 
num madidum emere vel tincturam facere ill urbe, vel opera 
aliqna quod ad cives pertineat facere, nee "socio suo vel alio in 

• Dyedclolh. 
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nrbe emere quod ibi iternm revendat. nee plusq.uun xl dies in 
adventn suo morari nisi enm impediat morbus aut debitum quod 
eivis ei debeat, nnde monstrare et probare possit q.rod vi_ 
et insti"", ei de recto tenendo defecernnt. 

12. Mercatores qui londonie redeunt et aiferunt pannos de 
lino et de Ja.no n.... debent vendere nisi tantum iij diebm in 
ebdomada, scilicel Inne, martis, mercurii, et tnne debent religare 
trnssellos usq... in aliam ebdomadam, et facer. similiter, si 
aliquid restat ad vendendum nichilq ... vendant ad- detail. 

13. Haspes domus n .... poteat accipore aliquid de cordagio nec 
de pellibus agninis, nee de aliquibus allis. Sed si ad ru .. _tum 
fuerit, vel ,.liquis pro eo, bene ptTCipiat in marcato ut alius. 

14. Mercator foranus nequit transgredi spatium trium milia
,rum extra civita.tem eundi ad fenam vel ad mercatum extra 
n I'hem, nee iustieie necqtUS victc07llS8 eis potest dare licenciam. 
Et sioviceeomes eum ceperit extra civitatem ul tra metes ill ... cum 
pecunia iJJ&, reduC&t ilIos, et mves cum vicecomito pecuuism inter 
Be dividant si vera cives eum ceperint civium sit omnis ilia 
pecunia. 

15. Foranus non faciat forchepl civi necqua cum eo emat vel 
vendat in civit&te nisi civis voluerit. 

QUEDAM ASSISA PACTA AD H..4BBNDAM PECUNIAII' DOMINI REGIS 
QUANDO DABANTUR BI M. 11. M. MABCIS [sic] PRO VICECOMITATU. 

Constitutum esl quod unusquiscque aJderruann... et omnes 
homines de -W &rdie 8uis debent iurare quod de singulis xx" sol. 
reddiwum quos habent ipsi in civitate etc. 

Quod in feudo sit, de 8ingulis libri. d"bunt iiii soL, et-de x 
801. ij sol., et de v 80\. xii d., et de xxx d. vj d., et de xij d. 
quantum ad hoc pertinebat. Et de redditu hospitum, arundine vel 
iunco, vel alia quod uhi sit in feudo dabunt de sing'~lis libri. ii sol. et 
8ic usque ad xii d. quantnm continget. Pretere& de suis omnibus 
catallis et allis que in manum habent sic in domo iacentibus vel 
alia mobili catallo ubicunque sit, vel citra mare vel ultra et ubicu ... 
que sit, dubunt de libra ij 80L, et ita usque ad xii d. quantum 
pertinebit. Et debent iurare quod pro hac &Ssisa nunum cataJJum 
neeque in domo nequs in aliquibus allis removerunt, nec remo
bunt [sic 1 donee ad hanc assisam plenarie pr.buerint quantum eis 
psrtinebit. Et de omnibus debitis 8uis que intelligunt bah.nda, de 
quanto intelligunt habere, dabunt quantum de &!iis 8uis catallis, 
et de redditibus foranis quo. tenentur [sic 1 in civitatem et in par
socn", liui sint in feudo dabunt iiij soL de Ii sicut pre.criptum 
est, et de allis qui non sint in feudo .. cundum quod dictum est 
8uperi.... Et ilIud debet computari forensibus in receptione sua, et 
iurent quod nullum celabunt qui de civitate sit tiel per civitatem 
se aduocet qui hoc sacramentum et adiutoriu1n non iaciant, sicut 
constitutum at provisum est, quin hoc dieant alderma.nnis et custo-

1 Forestalling. 

.'t. 
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dibuo ciste; feneratores et fe""",trices DDn iurabunt hoe sac ..... 
mentum. Omnes Bint inbreviati qui veoiunt ad cistam et qui 
n"" veoiunt; et si quO volunt iurare quod non habent lI:ii d. ..... 
in reddit .. ""I catallo demoDStrel .... hoe maiori et civibus: at ip"i 
hoc eweodabunt. U n...q .. isq.... iurat pro 88 et pro uxore et 
puma suis et det pro illis quantum iltis ",,",inet; vel si mavult 
veniant illi coram maiore et civirnu et iurent pro Be ipfis et 
solvant. Et bene defendant OmT.... ald.rmannii omniiJu. de 
Wardis suis, quod nullus exeat a civitate necq"" viam domini 
nee alibi donee 88 at BU()8 de hac .... isa aquietet. Si quia auI<m 
ho....... faciat aliud. faciat eum inbreviari, at tradat maiori et , 
ceteris qui om"ia sUa terras at catalla capiat ad oP"l civitatis. 
Et omnia femina que m..-.:andisam faciat, siullliler quod ..... 88 8it;, 
at maoifeste hoe agat. 

IlL RBCOVBBY OF ABBBABS OF RBliT. When any tenant 
fell into arrears of rent the burgh authorities would sanction 
setting a stake up in front of his houee (Lyon, D __ • IL 275), 

• and after a certain lapse of time, the owner might recover the 
tenement. The extract from the proceedings of the Reading port. 
mote in 1290 occurs by itself in a volume (Camb. Univ. Library, 
Dd. iL 38) which formerly belonged to the Abbey there, and 
wbich contains aeveral of the documents abuut the conftict 
betwcen the towns and monks, which are printed by Coate. 
and by Gross (Gild M.,.cNml, II. 202-207). 

DB STACBIA. 

Consideratum eR ..... totam """,,,,,.,,itatem Burgi Radyog' 
quod om"ia te.......- que recuperantur ..... stachiam pro arre
rag~ reddituum ad IDiIuu quatuor annorum quod ea recupmmtut* 
sub hac forma sem ..... hucosq ... vsitata videlicet quod quiscunque 
dominus fuerit qui aliquem redflitum in quocumque tenemento 
habuerit ilium redditum calumpuiabit quando ..... consideratione ... 
curie stachia debeat figi at nin fec<rit clami ..... 8uum tam de 
redditu quam de _, amittat i .. perpetuum.. Sic pata in 
.. _do de po..tesmoto tento in vigilio apostolor", .. Symon is et 
iude &fI110 regni regis Edwardi primi po8t conquestum xviit. 

The rule here laid down .. as apparently intended to aid the 
leesors in recovering their property; it may be compared with 
the provisions that were made for enforcing payments from 
tenants in arrear by the I$laJuU of Gl<ruustn. Co • (1278) and 13 
Ed. L e. 'I (1285). 

IV. IIIBTRucn01<ll FOB IULUJr IIERCIIAIITII "l"BADtlIQ Ilr 
Lo"DO!OJ. Theae instructiona are taken from Lt. Prat~ tkli4 
M<r<<ulWG of Francesco Baldueci Pegolotti of the Company of 
the Bardi in Florence. This is • merchant'. goide to commercial 
practice in all the principal depots of Europe and the Mediter. 
ranean. This book was written abuut 1315 (Peruzzi, Storio tbJ 
C~ • dei 6aRd&ieri il). It ...... printed by Pa" .... ini· in 
the third volume of his DdbJ Decima a tkll • ..tire Grau= ita 
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J____. The Drie..maJ. is much contracted and somewbat archaie 
in form. I bave thought i1; more convenient to reprint PagniDi's 
VaDscript, rather than to attempt to reproduce the pecnliarities 
of spelling, &c. in the 11& 

Lmtdrro d' IngAillaTG ptn' .. lIIIlfiui-. 

In Londra d' Ioghilterra Ii ba di piu maoiere pesi, e misure, 
ai quali, e alle quaIi Ii vendono, e comperano Ie mercatanzie, 
come did qui app""""" e inll&ll2i ordinatsmeute. 

lAna Ii """de in Londra, e per tutta I' Isola d' Ingbilterra a 
_, di .movi 52. pesi per uno sacco, e ogui ebiovo peso libb. 7. 
d' Ingbilterra.. 

Pepe, e gengiovo, e Dccbero, e cannalla, a inoe.,.." a Iacca, e 
totte spezierie Ii vandono in Lonm a centinajo di libb. e pesasi 
in gl<>sso, e dassi libbre 104. per uno centinajo. 

Mandorle, e riao, e cera, e stagno, a allume, e ferro, e totte 
cose grosse Ii .. endonn in Londra a centinajo, di libbre 112. per 
nuo centinajo, a pesssi con bilance, ebe sono piu dure, ehe quelle, . 
ore Ii peso 1& spezieria, da 2. per 100. ma tutto des essere una 
bilancia. 

Seta cnda si vende in Lonm a libbre d' once 18. per una 
libbra. 

Sefa tinta vi Ii vende a libbre d' once 15. a mezzo per una 
libbra. 

Cano.-acci vi Ii vendono a cento d' alia 120. per I. cento, a di 
5. qworUeri I' alia. 

Zendadi vi si veudono a pezza di brsccia, di braccia 30. di 
Lo~la~ • 

Piombo vi Ii ""nda a eiarrea, e ogui ciarrea si e di peso la 
montauza del peso in 80Dlma di 6. aacca peso di I ....... di chion 
52. per I. sacco, e di libbre 7. per 1. ehiovo. 

In Londra Ii ba 2. mauiere di pesare argento, cire il marco 
della Zecca della Torre eli Londra, che it appuuto col marco di 
Cologua della Magna., a l' altrc si a il marco degli Or£evori, cire 
degli Orafi di Londra, eha a piu forte, a piu granda marco, ehe 
'IndIo della torre sterlini 5. e un teno eli sterlini 20. per 1. oneia., 
a d' once 8 per 1. marro. 

AI marco della Torre di Londra Ii vende, a oompera totte 
maniere d' argenti in piatte.. 0 in vergbe, 0 in moneta, 0 in 
buglione per disfare, a nullo uomo, ne cittadino, ne forestiare 
non osa tenere cambio per cambiare in Lonm altri che '1 
maestro della Zecca della Torre di Londra. 

A ~ degli Orfevori Ii vende, a compera totte vasella, e 
oose d' argento, ehe I' nomo avesse a trafficare con gli Or£evori. 

Ispendesi in Inghilterra una moneta d' &rgento, eba si ebi&
mauo &terlini, che sono eli leg.. d' once II. d' ariento fina per 
libbra, a battene Ia Zecca d' Iughilterra di S. maniere, eba l' una 
maniera si chiamano denari &terlini, ehe na vanuo in una libbra 
peso, oome escono della Zecca soldi 20. a conto, 0 soldi 13. denari <l. 
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a conto per 1. mBrco; • I' altra moneta sl si chiamano medaglie 
sterline, che Ie 2. vagliono, e si spendono per 1. denaro sterlin~, 
ed entran. in una libbra, come escono della Zecca soldi 40 ... 
conto, e 80ldi 26. denari 8. in uno marco, e }' altra moneta al si 
chiamano sterlini, che gli 4. de' detti sterlini si mettono per 1. 
denaro storlino, ed entrane in una libbra, come escono della 
Zecca 801di. .. denari ..... & conto in uno marco: e tutte & tre 
maniere sono d' una legs. d' argento, e nulla altra moneta D~ 
d' oro. ne d' ariento, ne piccioli non si spendono, De hanno COrBO 

in Inghilterra.. 

Diri.tW, tJ BpeMJ di panni, eM 'Bi pagCJ CI tAt 
gl' rnetU in Lrmdm. 

Per carriaggio, moe al molo; ove si discarica di nave in ierra 
alla riva di Tamigia denari 1. sterlino per balla.. 

E per 10 Visconte della villa di Londra denaro 1. sterlino per 
.panno. 

E per gli misuratori della villa di Londra denaro 1. sterlino 
per panno. 

E per muraggio del molo di panni di colore, 0 mellati denari 2. 
stert per panno. 

Diritto, • speBa, eM Aa lana .. Warnela tkl Porto di 
Lrmdra fHJf" porllwla fum d' Inghilmra.. 

Primieramente per costuma allo Re soldi ••••• tort per !IaCCO 

& peso .. di costuma, ciob quello, che co' costumieri del Re trovano, 
che pesa allo loro peso, quando 10 pesano per prendere la costuma, 
moe it diritto del Be, e cownnalmente fanno largo peso da .... 
chiovi per aacco al pro6tto del mercatante. 

E per cortesia a' cherici della detta coatum&, cioll agli scrivani 
per 10 cocchetto, cioIl per la lettera 8Uggellata del suggelo della 
costuma, per la tratta in somma .. tutta la quantita d' uno mer· 
catante da 3. in 4. sterlini 

E per diritto de' Visconti di Londra den. 5. per aaceo, e pin 
in tutto den. 1. sterlino, e per vino a' cherici, cioIl agli scrivani 
del Visconte a tutta la somma den. 2. in 3. sterlini 

E per pesaggio al pesatore della eoatuma un mezzo sterlino 
per scarpigliera. 

E per gli baramanni, che traggono Ie sacca della lana dell' 
ostello, e mettolle sui carro on mezzo den. sterlino per iprpi. 
gliera.. 

E puotesi ragionare, che comunalmente tatte Ie sopradettl> 
.peso sieno .. tutti gli altri porti d' Inghilterra, onde si tragga 
lana dell' Isola d' Inghilterra. 

E per gli ban.manni, cioe per gli baatagi del peso, cbe la 
pongono, e Ip.vano del peso. quando .i posano per gli coatumieri 
del Be, a tutta la quantitade in somma denari 2. in 3. sterlini 
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Sea, zaB"enDo pagano d' entrala a metterle in Loudra un 
....., den. ~ per Jibbra.. 

C- il ".. •• t.. .......... " I'fI!JloiJJerYa _ ... pi_ In'Tfl 

Jill .J(0IId0, • quJk .... z-dra, • ~ 
.... Aagwena di BrabaaI& 

Libbre 100. di Loudra fanDo in AD,,- Iibb. 100. di spe
zieria. 

J...ibbre 18.. di _al peso di Loudra fa in AD,,"1lersa Iibb.l00. 

• 
c .... Parigi. 

J;.J.Dbm 100. di Loodra fanDo in Parigi hob. 96. in 91. 
Libbre ~ di _ al peso di Parigi fauno in Londra Iibb. 3-

dioeta. 
Oorio:a una di spezierie di Parigi fa in Loudra hOb. 364. 

Alk 100. di .......-.:io alia misura di Cemo, fanDo in Londra 
.ne 95. e mezzo .. misura di canovaecio, cbe e 5. quartiere I' aRo, 
_ debbe .......... Rlttuna misura, ma divi......, pen:he II Loudra 
in lDgbil ...... fanDo piia Lu-ga misara, ehe .. Cam ... 

C_A_· .. diP~ 

Per ispese di laua II COIItIocerle da Londra d' lngbilterra ad 
Aj!'U&IDOna in Pro_ a UDO .....,.. di !aDa, cbe ... De fanno due 
balle, cbe ....... una eariea, ~ una """'" di mulo, ehe dee essere 
t.. cantara di Provema, cbe lOBO da Iibbre 500. di Firenze. 

Primieramen'" per nolo di Londra fanDo II Lihorno in G ...... 
~ den. I!. Merlini per halIa monta Ia """'" ooldi 2. sterlini. 

Per ludimannaggio un meaD den. oterliuo per balIa, DIOnta 
aDa IIOID& den. L 8lerlini. 

E per guindaggio ~ marinieri della nave, quando Ii earica II 
Liboroo della nave un mezzo ..... Iino per balIa, mona alia soma 
den. 1 • ....,..Iino. 

E 1'" oalaro della guam&, ehe vi viene BUBO di Londra II 

LimboKno den. L Merlino per halla moot&, alia IIODIa den. 2. 
sleriin. 

E per 1& __ di roani BOpra Gironda den. 1. st .. rlin. per 
balla monta alia soma den. :! sterlini. 

Somma Ie dette 5. parti,e sol. 2. den. 6. sterlini alla soma di 
IKlI. 3. oteri. 1. lior. d' oro. 
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An.he per isp ... Iii wnduuro La'M dalltmdra adaqt;fYI1U»"ta. 

. E per la cootuma di borgo in Guascogna sol. 1. den. 8. per 
balla monta alIa soma ooL S. den. 4. 

E per la castuma di Vara den. S. bordellesi per carica. 
E per la costuma di Fronzacco appresso di Limbomo denari S. 

bordellesi per carica. 
E per la costuma di Limbomo den. 2. bordellesi per carica. 
E per discaricarla della nave a Limbomo, e per portarla all' 

ostello, e pesarla, e a pilalla nell' ostello in somma den. 8. tornesi 
piccioli per carica. 

E per due fune per legare Ie due balle ciascuna per se a Lim· 
homo in somma den. 8. tomesi f 

E per ostellaggio, e travaglio dell' osoo in Limborno, che Ie 
riceve, e manda da Limbomo, e Monpelieri soL 1. per balla. 
monta alia soma sol. 2. tornesi. 

E per vettura, e per pedaggio da Limbomo a Monpoliori in 
somma alia carica da soL 50. in 60. di tomes;, puotesi ragionare 
a comunal pregio lir. 2. sol. 15. di tornesi la carica. 

E per ostelIaggio dell' oste di Monpolieri, che Ie rioeve, e 
manda a tutoo sue spese di Monpolieri, ed Aguamorta soL 2. 
denari 1. per balla, monta soldi 4. denari 2. tornesi alla carica. 

E per 10 diritto delIa chiaveria d' Aguamorta soL 5. tomesi 
per carica. 

E per la tratta del Be di Francia sol. SO. per carica di lana, 
e soL 50. per carica d' agnellina, toccane alia lana soldi 30. 
tornesi. 

E per ostellaggio dell' osoo d' Aguamorta, che la rioeve in 
casa sua in Aguamorta, e poi la conduce, e carica a tutte aue 
spese.di bastagi, e di coppani infino mease in galea nel porto d' 
Aguamorta solI. den. 4. per balla, monta sol. 2. den. 8. per 
soma. 

Somma per tutoo Ie spese scritoo da qni in suso, e d' &!lato 
lir. 5. sol. 3. den. 6. di tornesi piccioli 1. fiorino d' oro, den. 8. 
bordellesi di sol. 16. uno fiorino d' oro. 

Somma per tutte Ie epese d' lnghilterra ad Aguamorta da 
qui in 8U80, e adietro. 

Lire - sol. 2. den. 6. aterlini d' argento di sol S. uno fior. 
d'oro. 

Lire - sol. - den. 8. bordellesi di sol. 16. DnO fior. d' oro. 
Lire 5. sol. 3. den. 6. tornesi piccioli di soL - uno fior. d'oro. 
Che in somma si pub ragionare che sieno da fior. II. d' oro all. 

som&. 
V. PRIVILEGES DBSIRBD Ilf OTHBR TOW!lS. The following e>:

tract from the Staple Roll. (27-50 E. III. In. 11 ) among tlu!'Tower 
Records in the Record Office is of interest in many ways; it is dated 
1359, and shows that English merchanu. continued to freqnent 
foreign martA! despite the disadvantage to which they were put by 
the removal of the staple to England. It also show8 US a group of 
merchants of the staple who were not organised for fisca.l p111'J'O'""l, 
but for mutu,,1 protection and the regulation of trade. The 
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extract thus gives a warning against assuming that the fiscal 
arrangements were so rigid, .... the laws so strictly enforced as we 
might have supposed. It is followed by a lioense addressed 
Universis et singulis meroatoribus regoi nostri Anglie, granting 
leave to elect a governor (custos libertatum mercatorum in 
partibWi FI .. ndrile)-a privilege for wbich they bad urgently 
petitioned. "On the whole this group of mercbauts dealing in a 
staple commodity in Flanders, occupied a position closely reeem
bling that of the Merchant Adventorers fifty years later. The 
charter of privileges granted by Lonis Ie Mile (26 Feb. 1359) 
and referred to in the body of this document has Lean printed by 
Varenbergh (RiU. de& Relatimu, ~7) • 

. . 
Le roi a touz ceux as queu.: cestes lettres vendront sainz. 

Coment q. entre autres choses en les ordinances de noz estaples 
establiz nadgaires en notre roialme Dengleterre soit contenuz q. 
nul d&! marcbaunu de notre dit roialme sur forfaiture ne passast 
par de la oue leines quirs ou peaux lanutz. Nientmeina, pnis oue 
bone deliboration oue gnmtz et autre. de notre conseil pur commun 
profit de noUB et de notre dit roialme ai gnmtames ~t don&Btnes 
congie a noz auantditz marchanu quits pnissent passer par de"l .. 
oue lour dites leines quirs et peaux pur un tempe, paiant a nOUB les 
.ustumes et subsides ent dues. Et par cause q. la moinoie es 
parties de Flandres feost grandement empire et les pris des leines 
molt amenusee par tant q. noz diu marchauntz nauoient mies 
leur fraucbises illoeqes tiels come its unt en deuant ces heures, si 
envoiames nadgaires noz messages oue noz lettres especiales a les 
trois bones villes de Flandres, en requerant eux qits vousissent 
soetrrir noz ditz marcbantz auoir leur franchises auantdites, sur 
quoi Ie comte de Flaundres par commun assent de sa tor .... et 
especislment a la requeste de ses bones genu de la ville de Brugges 
ad graunte a noz ditz marcbantz qils puissent anoir et user souz 
la gouernance dun gouernour toutes les fraunchises et libortees 
qils soleient auair asoun tempz passe. ment contre esteant q. les 
estaples sont tont outrement departiz hors de Ie dit paiis de 
Flanndres, et mis en notre dit Roialme Dengletene, come en nne 
cbartre ensealle du seal du dit Comte et du seal de la dite ville 
de Brugges a nous envoie par noz ditz messages plus pleinement 
est contena, et sur ceo eons done congie et poor a noz ditz 
marcbantz par noz Je«;res patentes a durer a notre volunte delire 
entre eux VB gouernour conuenable a toutz les foitz q. lour 
plerra et mester soit pur tenir entre eux en la ville de Brugges 
lour congregations et &BBembles a tin qits peussent auoir et 
enioier lour francbises et priuileges, issint .. eux de nouel 
graunu;. par Ie Comte de Flandres, si q. parmi lour assemhles 
et congregations ne pM' autre cause noz ditz estaples establiz en 
nom dit roialme Dengleterre De soient emblewiz. enpirez nen
~ues par Dulle voie. Et qs nulle ordinance ne comune soit 
(aile par les auantditz gouernour et compaignie en la dile ville 
de Brul>h"'" De aillours pur d.,.tourber noz marcbantz ne lour 
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vallettes on servant., qila n~ peussent franchement et peisibl ... 
ment vendr. et &Chater lour marchandises a queles hours q. lour 
plerra et a qecunqes persons ou ils verront mentz lour profit 
sanz destourbances ou enplechemente de nulle. Nous a tin q. 
nous Boions Ie meutz serui de noz custumes des leynes quirs at 
peaux lauuz, qe serront amenez hora de notre dit roiahne, volons 
q. des leines quirs et peux lanutz q .... nt ils serront charges et I .. 
custuwes ent uues paiez, suient les l.etres de ooket endenre. 
prontre I.. custUtnel1l et m .. tres d.. ditz niefs, et q. lune 
partie soit seale de notre seal de coket, et lautre partie du seal 
des m .. tres des niefs, issint q. les ditee custUID,"" Ia partie de 
lendentw-e seale du seal d .. ditz mestre.. dem"rante denv .... eux 
eient a notre Escheqer .UH' lour aoompt et I .. ditz L,estres d .. 
niefs lautre partie de la dite endenture seale de notre seal de 
coket demurante den'Ve7'S ellX quant ils vendront as dites parti~ 
d .. Flandres, ·liu .... nt et haillent au dit gouernour p"" ftire Ie 
aerche illoeq .. , a tin q. si null .. leynes quirs on peaux lanutz 
soient trouez nient cokettez ou nient custumez, 80ient forfaitz 
a nous ensemblement oue les niefs en quell .. ils serront trouez, Ie 
quele gou..-nour ennoiera I.. parties de 1.. ditee endentures 
quelles ils an ..... issint raceu des ditz mestres, ensemblement oue 
les nouns de ceux q. au.ront passe I .. leines quirs et peaux a 
le.scheqer DeDgleterre a tin del an d .. quenx forfait ...... des leines 
quirs et peanx volona q. lune moite demuerge dev .... IlOU8 et q. 
Ie dit gou..-nou,. eit lautre moitie p"" son aerohe et trauille Ia 
forfaitwres des Diem entierment a DOUI sauuez. Du tesmoignance 
de quele chose nous auons fait faire cestee no. lettres ouertes. 
DOUR sou notre grand seal a Westmimter Ie premer iour de 
J uyl Ian de notre regne Dengleterre trentieme tierz et des 
France vintisme. PeJ" ipdum Regem et consilium. 

VI. LONDON CmIP .. NIBS IN THB TIMB or HENRY VIIL Mr 
I. 8. Leadam has called my attention to the following account of 
a dispute between the London Weaven and a Grocer; it led to 
proceedings in the Star Chamber in the Hilary Term in the 21st 
year of Henry VIIL It has heen preserved in tlte H.eoord Office 
(Slair Clw.mlHr, Bundle 19, No. 266) and serves to illustrate 
sever8.I interesting points: (1) The claim of a grocer to change 
his tl'Mle and set up as a weaver, __ claim which was allowed by 
the City Authorities; (2) the position of the Weave",' Company 
which was still tiscally independent of the rest of the city and 
paid their own ferm to the King; the point in dispute was not as 
to the qualifications of the Grocer, but as to his contribution to 
the Weave", ferm. It thus appears that the Weavers were not 
qnite on the footing of the other municipal gilds, but were distinct 
for fiscaJ. purposes. The special provision for the widows of 
weavers and their hooses noted on p. 352 above, may have had 
reference to these special fiscal arrangements; (3) the Mayor 
was evidently anxious to establish his complete authority over 
this gild, so that the memory of their independence survived as a 
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practical thing. It is "Iso noticeable (4) that Richard Lee was a 
capitalist employer, and that the W cavenl Company took no exeep
tion to the manner in which he was organising his business. 

I.n most humble wyse compJeyneth ... sheweth vnto your highues 
your true and faithfnlJ Snbgettee and liegemoo Robert Hill and 
Thomas Darger Ba.illifes of the Gyld of the Wooers oflondon ..•... 
the body of the Ifelyssbipe of the same Gyld. That whereaa the 
same Baillifes and Ifelissbipes and their predecessours hane helde 
do holdene the said Gyld from the tyme wherof no mynde is the 
contrarie of the graunte of your noble progenitours kynges of 
[England] ..... ,baue ... hold the same of your highness in fee tferme 
.And by ..u.. the same tyme hane paid ... vsed to pay to yonr 
highnes &: your seid progenitours for their said Ife Iferme yerely 
xxiiij' in your Eschaker for th.t no weener but if he W&8 of the 

'seid Gyld shuld intromytte in the ..,id craft; within the citee of 
London nor in the burgh of Snthwerk. And to hane the sarche 
& coheccion of all dificrs ... myssbehanyng in the same craft; and 
the occupacion ... exercise thereof And that no wener that were 
not of the seid craft '" Gyld shuld resseyue eny threde within 
the seid citee of eny dwellers of the same for the tyme beyng to 
be ca.ried to ether places ont of the seid Citee there to be wrought 
or wened as in the same Charter more pleinly apperith. W biche 
Gylde ... lihertas your seid progenitours and their seid predece&
sours baue pecyhly hadde ... vsed for the seid fee liorme out of 
tyroe of mynd.. And by all the same tyme haue truly content 
'" paid to your highues '" your seid progenitours the seid fee 
liorme of J<Xiiij' yerely &8 it apperith of Record in ,the seid 
Eschequer. Neuerthelees gracious soveraigne lord so it is that 
seid Richer<! Lee of London gro<:er contrane to the Tenonr of the 
seid Charter '" contrarie to the vse ... prinilege aforseid beyng 
noone of the seid Gylde ne contributorie to the seid fee liorme 
hath letely of his wilfull mynde set vp the craft of weevyng ... 
neth tbe same in his owne house within the seid citee without 
any licence assent or aggreament with the seid Baillifes ... Ifelis
shipe contrarie to all ryght and consciens. So that therby '" by 
suche oder mysdoers if they shuld be so sulfred the seid Gy Id and 
your seid fee Iferme shuld· vtterly be decayed ... lost Ifor the 
which. your seid Oratours compleyne theim ayaist the seid Ric. 
Lee before the barons of yoor Escheqoer And therupone the seid 
Ric. caused the seid baillifes to be send for to appere before the 
maire and a.ldermene of the seid citee. And there wuld hane com
pelled them to haue bene bounden by reconysaunce to abide the 
award and diroccione of the sawe maire and Aldermene. And 
fOr&SmQl!he &8 it W&8 then '" there opeuly shewed by the seid 
maire '" aldermen and spoken by the mouth of the Recorder ... 
the Towne Clerk of the seid citee that euery freman of the ssme 
citee shulde set vp '" vse the seid craft; at his pleser without the 
will assent or aggrement of the seid Ba.illilles or Ifelisshippe. 
Whiche if it shuld be so sull"red shuld cause the seid Gyld and fee 
flim"e to be .-tterly decayed '" lost ... well to the losse of your 

Q& ~ 
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hyghnes as of the vtter vndoy"g of your acid Besechera and the .. 
fore the seid Baillifes denyed BO to be bounden. And bec&u.e they 
wuld not ne durat so be bounden tho seid waire oou,mytted the 
seid Robert Hill to ward '" there kept hym without Layle or 
maynprise and in Iykewyse wuld haue done to tho seid Thomas 
but that he was so impotent feble '" syke that it shuld haue beno 
to the great ieopardie of his life. And after vppone compleJnt 
therof made to your highnes and your most honorable Coumell -
It pleased your highnes by the aduyse of your seid counsell to 
directe your letter to tho scid maire for the dclyueraunC8 of the 
seid Robert. Whiche the seid maire wold in no wyse obey. but 
send vp the Towne Clerk of tho seid citee vnto your highnes 
and your seid counsell to abandon to ooloure '" excul!d tho said 
water sUnllysyng that the said Robert was in for oder causes 
wherof the contrarie was true. And theropone it pleased your' 
highnes to directe another letter to the seid ruaire for to delyuer 
the seid Robert inoontynent vpone the sight of the sawe. • And 
theruppone the seid maire delyuored the seid Rohtert at large 
vppone suertie founden to oome ayenat to hym within the space of iij 
oures and to brynge with hym dynera of his company to here what 
direccion the acid maire would take vppone the seid letter. And 
so the seid Rohtert did and brought with hym dyue ... of the most 
sadde '" discrete of the seid oowpany. And on their comyng the 
seid maire at the senyster labour of the seid Lee shewed vnto the 
seid Robert and his seid company that the sawe Hobert with oder 
of his oompany shuld be bounded by reconysaunce to aLide the 
direccion of the seid maire and not to sue ne compleyne in- eny 
oder place or els the seid Robert with oder of his company Bhuld 
be oommitted to ward. And because the same Robert and his 
comp"'y durst not so doe the same maire committed the seid 
nobert and iij of his seid oowpany to ward and there kept them 
'" yet doth without hayle or maynprise and wuld Buffre no 
man to .peke with them but onely their kepera and hy the meanes 
of the seid impprisonement and of the trouble cost '" charges that 
your seid besechera haue bene put to and the losse of tlleir 
ocenpacion they be Iyke to be vtterly vndoyne but if your speciaU 
grace be shewed to them in this behalfe And allso the acid Gyld 
vtterly distroyed and our acid fee ffenne of 24' by yere vtterly lost. 
Please it your highnes the premisses graciously oonsidered to 
oommannde the seid maire by your gracioUB letters to delyner the 
seid Robert '" his seid oompany your oratonra out of prisone ... ith
out delay and to cause the seid maire to appere before your moost 
honourable Connsail '" your highnes to take Buch further direcciou 
for the euminaciou '" determinacion of the premisses as shall 
"ccorde with right '" good consciens and to send for the aeid 
Richard Lee to appere before your higbnes '" your most honou .... 
.. ble Counsell and there to fynde anertie to recompens and satiofie 
your seid oratoura for the seid injuries '" wronges done voto theim 
by his senyster labour and to baue Buche further ruoysshement aa 
shall BA:CO.lIe with justice '" eqoite and thos at the reverence of 
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God '" in the wey of charite and your seid O"'toUl'll shall con
tynually pray to God for the preseruacion of your most Roiall 
estate long prosperously to endure. 

Termino hillarye A. R. xxi 
Endorsed: Thomas Hyll and Thomas Barger captores london 

cont maiore london '" RiC&rdus Lee de eadem grocerum. 

The Answere of Richard Lee to the Bill of compleint of 
Robert Hill '" other W evers of London. 

The said Riehard saith that the mater of the said bill is 
fayned and of no trenth. And the said Richard seith that he set 
many anti diners Ifolkes in werke with spynnyng of wollene yeme 
and setts on werk the wevers of the Cite of London 'to wene his 

• cloth_till of late tyme the wevers of the said cites perceyving 
that the said Richard had grate plente of wollene yeme to weve 
wollt not weve any wollene yeme of the saide Richard except he 
wolde pay for euery brode cloth v" where they were afore that 
tyme vsed to-take oonly ilij' '" not abone. And the said Richard 
seith that in the Cite of London amonge diuers other custumes 
it hath ben vsed oute of time of mynde that euery Ifremnn 
enfraunchesed in any crafte or lfelisshiP\l of the said cites may'" 
hath vsed to occupie the craft of the occupacion of wevers aswell 
as all other so that they will be contrihutory to such fee forme 
as the fensshipe of wevers here, and pay yerly to the kinge after 
the rate of his occupacion of wevynge as by diuers maters of 
record and otherwise shalbe sufficiently proved. Which costume 
amonge other hath bene by diuers aetas of parlia.ment '" other
wise sufficientlyauctorised ratefied and confermed. And tbe said 
Richard saith that he is and of longtyme hath bene enfraunchised 
and .. freman of the eraft or felysshipe of Grocers within the said 
Citee. And he so being bought ij brodes lomes for weving of 
cloth and afore be occupied the eame he came to the Baillives of 
the said Wevers and olfred and desired them to be contributory 
to their fee ferme after the rate of his occnpacion. And the said 
Bailliv,," entending to encrese the price of weving of cloth for 
their owne covetise, and to the comen herte of the kinges suI>
jectee wolde not agre therunto withoute that, that the said 
Richard hath doone or committed any thinge to the contrarie of 
the effect of the said Charter or to the lusse or dekay of the said 
Ifelisshipe or fee ferme, and withonte that tbe said Richard is 
gilty of any vnlaufull demenyng sute or vexacione as in the said 
bill of complaynt is submytted. 

Endorsed :-Ricardus Legh deponit in vim juramenti sui in 
hac parte prestiti presentem Bnum responaim fore verum negat 
cetera singula in billa gua'" eum tkderinl. 

40-2 
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D. THE WOOL TRADE IN THE THIRTEENTH 
AND FOURTEENTH CENTURIES. 

THB subjoined list of monasteries, with the plices of wool at 
eacb, is .. document which Francesco Balducci Pegolotti incor· 
porated in his book'; it is obviously derived from a Flemish 
source, and may perhaps be regarded as a monument uf some 
effort to divert .. la.rger share of English grown wool to Italy. 
It may be taken as part of the movement wbich found expression 
in tbe organisation of di,-ect ..... trade between En~land and 
Italy, and this probably goes back to near the time wben the 
Umi!i..ti introduced the art of weaving as practised in Fla.nders, 
into the immediate neighbourhood of Florence (1250)', The 
letter of Simone Gherardi to U go Spini in London in J an. ~280·. 
shows that there was. great business aetivity among Italian wool 
buyers at that time. The list may be usefully compared with 
the Flemish documents which have been printed by.Varenbergh 
and Hohlhaum. These are apparently abstracts, while this more 
elaborate list gives greater detail. 

Pegolotti'. book waS transcribed by Agnolo del Lotto dall' 
Antella, and a copy of this transcript, which was made, a.c
cordiDg to the colophon, by Filippo the son of Niccolaio Fresco
baldi in 1461, is now in the Riccardian Library at Florence 
(No. 2441). It is, under the circumstances, Dot improbable 
that a certain number of clerical errors have been introduced; 
the original spelling _ms to have been phonetic, e.g. Chondis
gualolo for Cotawold. The document has been printed hy 
t'agnini', but the present text is not a mere reprod uction of 
that edition as it has been carefully collated with the 118. hy 
Dr E. Roetagno. Peruzzi' has given a list of houses-with 
attempted identifications-but his transcript W88 much less ca .... 
ful than Pagnini'.. A comparison of the identifications of the 
pla.ces in the Flemish lists given by Varenbergh', and more 
l-ecently by Dr Liebermann in the Index to Hohlbaum', bas been 
of great assistance to me in trying to interpret this interesting 
document more accurately. The text is, however, so untnurt-
worthy that there is still a considerable element of mere guess
work; the few cases, where I have ventured on an emendation, 

, IA. proti<G .. u. JI..-- I am __ 10 Hr B.1. WhitweO (.4~ 
23 Aug. 19(r'!) fOl: calling my attention to &be 1I01D'C8 of the mat.eriala which I bad 
h3d before me in • 'Yay iDcomple&e 1Grm .heo &he aeecmd edi\iuD of. uu. .orAl 
was puhliBhed.. • 

• E. DWID, ~ Wool 2"rodu in &,al Hilt. &eo 2""' ........... 11.8. 
z:!L 162.. • Pognini. Ddl4 _. *Il4 .un _ n. 824. 

6 lb. m.. 263. 
I Sioria tiel ~ ~ _ 6adieri 4i Firm:u. p. 7l. 
• H..- ... _.~_. """"" .. 81. .. ,,/,," f.d"llk ....... 

CD BaOyeJI age. p. 214-
, H....udt.u Ur~l" m. 408. 
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...... ita.Iicised. The letters C. Cistercian, B. Benaliai,.., A. C. 
Augustinian Ca.nons, G. Gilbmine, P. P.--nstratlmBian, CI. 
CI .... WI; &c., indicate the order to which each house belonged. 
The list appean to he drawn up with. earefnl regard to this 
system of classification, and also with considerable attention to 
local position. In some donbtfol cases of identification I have 
preferred a house that is distinctly specified in the Flemish list; 
th_ mentioned in both lists are distingnished by an asterisk. 
It most snffice to give Pegolotti's own statement (Cod. 2441, If. 
11'-12'; P.gnini, op. ci&. llL P. xx) in regard to the dilferent 
qualities of wool 

Chome "Iene della faIda, vnol dire intena, oome viene la lana 
tondnta di herbiooe, cioe della peooora tntto il toxone intero, 
che non e levato mente.. 

Bri~ta, vnol dire scielta, e fi"attone pili ragione del toxone 
della Ian&. 

BUODa lana si e la migliore, quando si briseia. 
Mojano lana si e la mezan& ragione della lana, quando si briscia. 
Locchi si e la term ragione della lana, quando si briscia. 
Stecchats vnol dire, levato dal toxone della lana pura Ie zacehere 

della lordura delIa berbiccie appioohata alia lana. 
Torce Yool dire 10 toxone della laua ripieghato, &; arrotolato. 
Pnugnea (Bi<:) vnol dire 10 toxone della 1ana, poi che e brisciata, e 

apparecchisto si e '1 ROtolo, e fiattone ad modo d' wfa palla 
gross&. 

§ IBGIllLTERBA f. 17L 

IwomLTERRA PBB. LAlIB Dl MA.GlONB, B PEB LAJlB CBOGt..lB'ITB, 
B QUA5TB LAlfB CJ..ASCIIU1II'A KAOIO!lB 8OGLIOBO AVERS PBR 

AliNO, B QUBLLO CIIE I'FUROliO VDDUTB III FJ..urDBA 11 AlilfO 
DEL ...... B QUELLB KAGlO!U, CBB LLB BBI8CI..A.WO, Bl JiB PANllO 

3. RAGIOlil, mOB LA 1I1GLlOBE, CBS 881 DICE DUONA, B .BZZAJ1'~ 
CBB SSI DICS AIlODAllA (sic), B IoU. )lENO DUONA, CRB 8SI 

DICB LOCCllL 

Niobottoli (Netd!oUk, Edinburgh, C.) la buon&, marchi lQ, 
e lla mojana mar. 9. e locchi mar. 7! il saecho, e annone 
da 30. """"hi per anno. 

-Mirosooso (Mel ....... Rtxdnwgh, C.) la buona marehi 16. e lla 
mojana mar. 10. e lIocchi mar. til il saecho, e lnnone da 
50. sacchi per anno. 

Barmicciacche (Bglmm'IW [Balmm..acAl C.) la buona mar. 10. 
IIJla mojana mar. 7. e lIocchi mar. i. il saecho, e annone 
per anno in somma da Ii. saccha. 

"Chupero (Cupar Angtu, PerlA, C.) la buona mar. IS!, e lla 
mojana mar. IOl, e lIocchi mar. 9 il saecho, e annone- da 
~O. """"ha per anna. 

echilosola (KinIoa, Elgin, C.) la buona marchi 15. e lla moj .... a 
marchi 11. e locchi mar. 11 il SB<:Cho, e "uuone da la. 
saccha I' anna. 



630 APPENDIX. • 

"Donfermellino (Dunjermlim.8, Fife, R) la buona m&rehi 13. e II .. 
moj&n& 8i, e llocchi mar. 6. il sa.ccho, e ilnnone da 16. 
saccha l' anno. 

-"Dondarnane (Dund .. """"", Kirkcudhri{Jhe, 0.) la buon& mar. 18. 
e lla moj&na marehi IOi, e llocchi mar. 8. il sa.ccho, e 
annone da 15. sa.ccha I' anno. 

-Grenellusso (Glenl .... , Wigeonsl,ire, C.) la buona mar. 18. e lla 
mojan& mar. 11. e lloccbi mar. 6 il sa.ccho, e annone d" 16. 
sa.ccha per anno. 

Balle diruccho' (Roxlnvrgl') 
Ghuldinghamo (Coldingham, Ber-

Chome vengnono della 
falda, e cchogliette fur
ono vendute in- Fiandra 
al BOpradetto anno, ';00 
... da mar. 9 insino in C 

marc. 10, saccho, sic· 
chome Simolia' e beltebe 
(aie) ricevute dalle dette 
magione. 

wick, B.) 
Ghelzo (Keho, R) 
Norbonucche (North Berwick,RN.) 
Sansasano Sl 

Grideghord&' (Geddeuxrrth, Jed-
wort", A.C.) • 

n tenpo di Bratendocch& (Balan
trodocl.)· 

Cogluee.. 
Di Luizenstrj (L.u..Ier) la 

buona marchi 12. sa.ccho. 
Di Ledeaia (Leed,,) mar. 12, 

aacclio. 
Del Pecche (The Peak) m&r. 

10, saccho. 
D' E1metta. (Kimel) mar. 11. il 

saecho. 
Di Tre.che (ThirBk') mar. IO! 

il sa.ccho. 
Di Chondisqualdo (Col8wold) 

mar. 11. saecho. 

Coglwee. 
Di Granno (Granelwm) mar. 13. 

il saecho. 
Di Montingamo (Nouingham) 

mar. 11. saecho. 
Di Rottolando (Rutland) mar. 

12. eaccho. ' 
Dinponte'mar. 10. e mezzo il 

saecho. 
Di Vervicche (York) mar, IO~ 

saecho. 

MagUmi delf ordi,,;, di C .. eello. 
-Olchoitramo (Bolm Culeram, Cumberland, C.) la buona marchi 

18. e lla mojana marehi •.• e i Iocchi mar. 91 il saecho, 
e ilnnone da 40. saecha l' anna. 

-Nio Mostnere In orte bell&nda (New Ninaler, Northumb., C.) la 
buona marchi 17" e lla mojan .. mar. 11. e llocchi mar. 91, 
e ilnnoDe da 35. saccha l' anno. 

-Fornace In norta bellanda(Fumu6, Lanca., C.) la bDona marchi 
J Mr J. Ed"ardo suggesl8 Boxburgb baIeo, and ..u. aIlentl"" 10 tba form of 

~=uaedbythemooey8l',BqgOODBocll. (Inoe8,OrivinuPtllodiaWicotice, 

• Mr J. Edwardo sngges18 Iba CUIercian AbboT of S. _'. or CaIr .... 
Skeo.e Oeltic &oIl4.d. u. 257. 

• I am indebted 10 Mr Edwards for &bIo ideJJtiJlcation.. Compare lmJeo 
Gp. nl. 1. 366. 

wh:n =:!'~=-si~\' s::;, ~!tB~ ~bq earlier &ban l81J 

: l::~~~)2w:r .. ~ar:=~OD. 
, There are DO m1Iieien' data fOl' ideDWicauoD.. 
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lSi. e lIa moiana mar ••••• e ; 'Iocchi mar. 10. il oaccho. 
e annone cia 3(1. per anno. 

-Ch .. lderea In ehoppolanda l Caltkr. C~lanod, C.) torcielj mar. 
12. il oaccho. e anne 4. per anno. 

"Salleo in Chravenna (Sallay. yorks" ..... C.) la bnona marehi 15. 
e lla mojana mar. 10. e llocchi marchi 9. il oaccho. e annone 
da 16. saecha per anno. 

-Gi_rvalese (J...".".."." y ... """ ..... C.)la buonamar.17. ella mojana 
mar. 10!. 8; loccbi mar. 9. il oaccho, 8 annone da 50. saccha 
per anno. 

-Fontana (Fountai .... y ... kshi .... C.) la buons. mar. 21. _ lla mojana 
mar .• 12. e loccbi mar. 9. saecho. 8 annone da 76. saccha 
per anno. 

, "Biolanda (Byland, y",.kshi .... C.2la buona m .. r. 17!, ella mojana 
m .... 17 i. 8; locchi mar. 9. il oaccho. 8 annone da 35. saccha 

.I.'anno. 
-Bivalse (Rievaula:. y ... ks" ..... C.) la buona m .. r. 17! 8 lla 

mojana mar. lOj. e; loccbi mar. 9. il saecho. e annone cia 
60. oaccha I' anno. 

eMiea.a. In oldara.ese (Mea"", ... Hold ......... y ... ksh ..... C.) la 
buona mar 15. e lla mojana mar. 9. e i locchi mar. 7! il 
oaccho. e annone da 25. saech.. per anno. 

-ChirehiBta.llo In .. rdona(K"'kstall. YOf'ks,.... .. C.) la buona mar. 
20. e lla mojana mar. 10!. e llocchi mar. 91 il ""'leho. e 
annon_ cia 26. saccha l' anno. 

-Laroccia (BochB. Yorkshi .... C.) la buona mar. 17. e lla mojana 
m .. r. 11. e locchi mar. 7 i oaccho. ed annone da 20. saeeha 
l' anna.. . 

en parcho di Lima (Louth PM'k, Li_., C.) la buona mv. 19. 
e lla mojana mar. 111 ;0 saccho. ed Annone da 30. saccha 
l' anno. 

-Chinecbistede (K"'kBteM. Lines .• C.) la buons. mar. 24. e lla 
mojana mar. 11. e i loeehi mar. 91 il saccho. e annon_ 
per anno da 40. saecha. 

-Revesbi (R_by, Line •.• C.) la buona mar. 20. e lla mojana 
mar. II. e ; loeehi mar. 9f il saccho. e annone cia 40. 
saccha l' anno. 

esvinsivede (SlDine8head. LiMB .• C.) la buona mar. 16. e n .. 
mojana mar. 10. 8 ; locchi mar. 8. il saccho. e annone da 
6. saccha per anno. 

-Lavoldio (Yaudey. Line •.• C.) la buon .. mar. 191, e lla mojana 
marchi llj, e i loechi mar. 10. il ""echo, e annone 24. 
saccha l' anno. 

-RulIcJI-te in Estiereuda (Rufford in Shnwood. N ou. .• C.) la buona 
mar. 16j. e lla mojana mar. lOt. e i loeehi mar. 10. il 
""""ho. e annone da 16. oaccha 1 anno. • 

-Gie,"Ondona (G .... ....um, Leieest8r. C.) la buona mar. 18. e lIa 
mojana mar • .10h e i locchi mar. 9. il saccho, e annone da 
20. &&Cob.. per anno'. 

1 The bMd·line to f. 172"'. seem. to hue been mista.kc b.J Pagnini for the 
tiUe of • new division .i Uli& point.. 



632 APPENDIX. 

·Chonbrumam (Cumb..,."..,. •• Chu"ire. C.) la buona mar. 21. e 
II .. mojana. mar. 13. e i loechi mar. lOt il saccho. eO 
annone da 6. saccha. per nnno. 

·Crocchestrenda (Cro:xde". Staff.. C.) 1& buona mar. 21. e lIa 
mojana mar. 12. e i loccbi mar. 11. il sa.c:cho. e Annone da 
30. saech .. per anna. 

·Lagraziadio (Grace Dieu. MOfl .• C.) Ia buona mar. 16. e lIa 
mojana mar. 10. a i loecbi mar. 7! il saecho. ed annone 
da' 5. saccha per .. nno. 

·DioIacchrescb .. (Dieulac,· ... Staff.. 0.) la buona mar. 16. e II .. 
mojan .. mar. 10. a i Iocchi mar. 8! il saccho. ed annone 
d.. 20. saccha l' anna. • 

·Biligu .... i (Buildwas. SMop .• C.) la boona mar. 20. alia mojana 
mar. 12. a i Ioechi mar. 10. il saccbo. e annone d .. 20. &&Cch .. 
}' anno. 

·Stalleo in Zestri (Stanlaw, Cheshire, 0.) Ia buon .. m .. r. 18. " lin 
mojana. 8 buoni Ioccbi mar lOt. a i grossi loeehi mar. 7. 
saccbo, e anDone da 10. saccha l' anno. 

-Morghan" (Margam, Glamc-r .• C.) la buona marchi 17. e II .. 
mojana viene. perb eha non fanno nb mojona, nb lIoceh;, 
rna briscialla, 6. pietre per aaccho. a annone da 2li. &&Ceha 
per anno. 

·Nietta (Neath, Glamor .• C.) quasi .... Ia altrettanto. a parecchiasi 
&Ua medesima mamers., e Annone da x 68CCha r anno. 

·Lantarn .. me (Llantarnam, Mon .• C.) 10 saecho di due pesi mar. 
il saecho, ed ~ gro .... chosa, ed annone da 8. saccba per .. nno. 

·Tanterna (Ti",,",. Mon.. C.) la huona mar 28. e lla mojana 
mar. 15. a i locchi mar. 12. il saccho. e annone da. lli. 
""Fcba per anna. 

·Dora (Dore. Hereford. C.) la buonamar. 28. ella mojana mar. 15. 
e i locchi mar. 14. il saecho. e annone da 16. aaccha per anna. 

*lstaoforte (YBlrat Marchel. Montgom.. C.) marchi 10. i due pes;' 
e annone da 12. saccha. per anno. 

"Biancilanda (Alb" Landa, C<JtI1'm4TtJ.e", C.) mar. lOt aaccho di 
dua pes;, a annona da 15. saccha per anno. 

*Chinchesulda (Kingawood, Wilts., C.) la buona mar. 26. e lIa 
mojaD& 15. il saecho, e annone da 25. saccha per anno. 

*IstaIlea In GiJdisire' (Stankg", Wilts •• C.) la buona marc. 19. e Ila 
moiana marc. 12. il saccho ed Annone da 40. saccha per anno. 

IIchona' (Hilton, Staffs .• C.) la buona marchi 14. il saccho, ed 
Annona da 8. saccha I' anna. 

eBeIlaugbolera (Beaulieu. Hatnts., 0.) 1& buona mar. 24. e i locchi 
mar. 15. saecho. a Annone da 25. saecha I' anna • 

• Binendona (Bindon, Dorset, C.) la buona mar. 15. ella ':ojana 
mar. 10. iJ saecho, e annona da ~O. saccba per anno. 

Letteleccia (Net.ley [Leuky], Hants., C.) la buona mar. 12. ella 
mojana mar. 7! il saecho, e i locchi mar. 5. ed Annone da 12. 
aaccha per anno. 

*La 'luarriOl1' dell' bola di Ghnccho (QtuHTer. Isle 0/ Wigl". C.) 

1 Omi>"'cI by Paoninl and supplied from the ... 
I Not Deona as PeruDi priDt.ed iL 
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1& buona mar. 20. e Ua moja.na marchl 11. e i locchi marchi 9. 
e annone da 15. saccha per anno. 

'"Gnarverlea (W_ley, 8U811C, C.) 1& bnoDa mar. 25. e Ua moja.na 
mar. 16. e i \oochi mar. 14. il saecho, ed aDDone da 14. &&Ccha 
pera.nno. 

.Forde (Ford. Dt!fXm, C.) 1& bnoDa mar. 15. e lIa mojana mar. 10. 
e i loccbi mar. 9. il saecho, eel annone da 10. saooha per anna. 

Bnfeltro in Cbomovaglia (Budifastleigh, Dt!fXm, C.) 1& bnoDa 
mar. 12i, e 11& mojana mar. 9. e i loccbi mar. 7. il saecho, 
ed lnnona da 10. saccha per anno. 

*r..briniera eli Ghontisgualdo (Bruerm, O:«m., C.), Ia bUODa ma.·. 
25. eJla mojaDa mar. 16. il saccho, e i Ioccbi mar. 13. ed 
annone da 12. aaccha per anna. 

,Mninamo (Newenham, Dovon, C.) 1& bnoDa ma •. 16. ella mojana 
ma •. 9! il saooho, et annone cia dne saccha I' anno. 

*Pipl'uella (Pipewel/., Nt1rliw>nts., C.) 1& bnoDa mar. 22. a lIa 
mojana mar. 12. ilsaccho, a Imnone da H. saccha per anno. 

*'ramo (Thame, 0.:0..., C.) 1& huona mar. 27. ella mojana mar. 17 . 
• terlini il saecho, ed Imnone cia 5. saecha per anno. 

'"Guardona (W ardon, B«1&, C.) la bUODa mar. 16. e Ua mojana 
mar. 10. e i loccbi mar. 8. il aaccho, ed annone cia 25_ 
saecha per anna. 

.Bettesdellana-(BiUluden, Buclea., C.) la buona ma •• 21. e II .. 
mojana mar. 12. a i locchi mar. 10. il saecbo, ed annona da 
12. aaccha per anno. 

*Cbonbo (Coml><, Waf"lDick, 0.) la bUODa mar. 19. e Ua mojana 
ma •. 12. a i loccbi ma •• 10. il saecho, eel Imnone da 18. 
aaccha per anna. 

*Mirava.lle (Ner....k, W.....mc.!:, C.) 1& buona m .... 17, e Ua mejan .. 
mar. 10. il saccho, e non fauno locchi, ed annona cia 30. 
aaccba per anna. 

eBasingnecche (Basingwerk, Fli.." C.) la buona mar. 17. e lIa 
mojana mar. 11. e i loccbi ma •. 9. it saccbo, a imnOlia da 
10. aaccha per anna. 

FrascheI ... (FlezJey, Gloucu., C.) la bnona mar. 15. e Ua mojan .. 
mar. 10. e i loccbi mar. 81 it aaccbo, eel annone cia 6. 
saccha per anno. 

·Brondislea (B",desky, Wore., C.) 1& bUODa mar. 19. e 11& mojana 
ma •. 11. e i Ioccbi mar. 11. il &&Ccho, ed Imnone cia 10. saecha 
per anno. 

·Stalleo in Gnarviccbe (8100011, Waf"IDick, C.) 1& bnona mar. 18 e 
Ua moja.na mar. 11. e i locchi marcbi 10. il aaocbo, e Imnone 
da 10. saccba per anna. . 

·Ubornt. ( Wobum, Bd8., C.) Ia buona mar. 18. a lIa mojana mar. 
10. a i loccbi mar. 9. il saccho, ed annone da 10. aaccba pc. 
anno. 

Bufeltro' in Cbornovaglia (Buclcfru/leigh, Dt!fXm, C.) la bnoDa 
mar. 12!, e Ua mojana mar. 9. e i loeobi mar. 7. il aaccbo 
ed annona cia 10. saccha per anno. 

1 A. duplicate entry presumably mads in error. 
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Chinna (Kinner, MfII'ioneI.h, C.) Ia buon .. mar. 15. a Da mojana 
mar. 9. a i loechi mar. 8. il saecho, ed Annona da 8. saecba 
per anno. 

·Salterrea (Sal/,r"1l, H'IJh&u., C.) Ia buona mar. 15. e 1Ia mojana 
mar. 9. a i locchi mar. 61- il saecbo, ed Annone da 7. saccha 
per anno. . 

aBoccbeseDa In Cbanti (Brxrky, K.m, C.) Ia buona mar. 15. aDa 
mojana mar. 9. a llocchi mar. 7. il saecho, a Annona da 5. 
saecba per anno. 

aCbonchisa\a (Coggulw.lZ, E ... ." C.) Ia bUODa mar. 18. e Da 
mojana mar. n. e i locchi mar. 9! il saecho, ed Annone 
da 15. saecba per anno. t 

'"Tilitea (Tiltell, E ... ." C.) Ia buona mar. 17! a 1Ia mOJana mar. 
10. a i loechi mar. 8. il aaccbo, ed Annona d .. 12. saecha. 
per anno. 

al:ltaniorte (S/,ratj ... d, E .. ez, C.) Ia buona mar. 15. alia m.jan& 
mar. 10. e i locchi mar. 7. il saecbo, ed Annona da 13. saecba 
per anno. 

aJscippitona (Sibl<m, Suffolk, C.) Ia buona mar. H. ella mojana 
mar. 8. e i locchi mar. 6. il saecho, ed Annona cia 10. saecha 
per anno. 

Ponte ruberto (Rob ... u Bridge, S_ 0.) no 1Ia brisciano, ma Da 
stracehano, mar. 9. il saecho a annona cia 3. saecha per anna. 

E'Jlesi in Chondisgualdo (Hailu, GloB., C.) Ia buona mar. 19. aDa 
mojana mar. 10. e i locohi mar. 7. il saecho, ed Annona da 
20. saccha per anno, ed e poi peggiorata. . 

aVareale In gualesi (Yale Royal [Domkall], ChulWr., C.) Annone 
da 6. saecha, non ~ di nome. 

Bareba Doe' ingualesi lnnone da 20. saecha, non e di nome. 
Conte' Ingualesi Annone cia 6. saccha per anna mar. 9. il saecho. 
La magione reale non to lana. 

Magion' d.U1 ordini di PromWllimi ... InghillMTa. 

A1nuieche In nortobeDancia (.Alnwi<k. NO'f'Ihumh., P.), non bris
ciano, mar. 10. il aaccho, AnnODa cia 20. saccha per aDno. 

"Santa Agbata (Eashy, Yor""hiro. P.) apparecchista aI modo 
della magioDe toroccea, mar. 13. il aaccho, e annona cia 10. 
aaccha per anno. 

Cboverramo (Corham, y ... ""hv., P.) torcea mar. 13. il saecho, ed 
annona da 8. per anno. 

'"Toppolino (Tupholm, Linu., P.) Ia buOn& mar. 20. ella mojana 
mar. n. e i locchi mar. 10. il saecho, ed annona cia 8.oaccha 
per anno. 

·Berlinghe (BMling., LiflU., P.) Ia buona mar. 2~. e 1Ia mojana 
mar. H. a i locchi mar. 12. il aaccho, • annona cia 25. aaccha 
per_o. 

I 1lr Whitwell saggeeta Abercon .... ,. • 
• There are .,.era1 Welsh Ciat.ereian houses which are DOl Included and this 

may poosibIJ be ...... f ...... cd ~ .... 8 ..... Florida """ De nile C..-. 
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Nittxumi (N .... lmm, Li~CB., P.) Ia buona.mar. 21 •• lla moj&n& 
mar. 12 .• i loochi mar. 9. il s&ccho, ed annona ~a 20. &&Ccha 
per anno. 

"Crocenstona (C,.ozton, ~ ... , P.) Ia buona mar. 22 .• IJ& 
moj&n& mar. 12. il saecho, • annone do. 25. saocha per 
anno . 

• Ottubo (N..dwI4, Lines., P.) torce mar. 16. il 8&CCho, ed Annon. 
do. 6. S&CCha p<'r anno. 

*La.vuo.lderia (Welbeck, NoUB., P.) torcla mar. 11. il &&ccho, ed . 
Annone da 6. 8&Ccha per ADUO. 

• Agreata.no (Eglu!on, Yorks., P.) 10. buona mar. 15 .• lla moj&n& 
mar. ~O. il8&CCho, ed annone do. 10. 8&CCha per "nno. 

Sallehi (Sulleby, Nortka:nJ,s., P.) torcia marchi 16. il &&ccbo, 
• annone da 6. &&ccha per anno. 
Ticcifeltro (Tychfield, Hanl •. , P.) Bchracchat.. mar. 9. Baecho, 

lInnone do. 15 •. 8&CCha per anno. 
Laballa' (Le Dale, Derby, P.) in torceo. mar. 14. il saccho, 

Annone da 8. saccha per anno. 
Ciappi in vestrebellanda (Shapp, Westmoreland, P.), chome vien. 

della lalda mar. 9. il s&ccho, • annolle do. 10. saccha per 
anno. 

Dereforte ieost.. a Pportsmua (Duriford, SUB..." P.) chome viene 
della lalda., mar. 9. il saecho, annone da 10. &&Ceha per 
anno. 

Becchamo In ehosta. a Pponte Ruberto' (Beighann, SUB'''', P.), 
ehome vi.ne della falda, mar. 8. il ... ccho, iLnnone d .. 5. s&Cch .. 
per anno. 

Santa. Indigond .. • (BradBok, Ken!., P.) mar. 7. il &&ccho, ed ~ 
grossa coss., annone d& 5. sa.ccha l' anno. '» 

Mieldona' mar. 7. il sa.ccho, ed e goossa chosa, /mnone da 5. 
&&Cchs l' anno. 

BialeeO"o preBBo alia Roec .. (B ... uchieJ, Derby, P.) torei .. mar. 14. 
il sa.ceho, lonnon. do. 10. saccha per anno. 

Bal .. In Esseechisi (Bueigh, B.BeZ, P.) come viene della £ .. Id .. , 
mar. 7. il saccho, • annone da 6. sa.cch.. per .. nno. 

r.. Ghalea In Sifolco (Langley, Norfolk, P.) come vien. della 
fald&, mar. 7. il sa.ccho, annone do. 8. s&ccha per "nno. 

Avenebi llendisi .. (Hagneby, Line., P.) torci" mar. 13. il saecho, 
annone da 5. sacco per anna. 

Samperinghamo (&mperiagham, Line., G.) Ia buona mar. 20 .• 
IJ& moja"" mar. lOi, • i locchi mar. 9., Annone d" 25. sa.ccha 
per anno . . 

D~~ identi1led by Peruzzi wUh the PreDlOnatratensiaD Abbey of Ton in 

I The dedication of Bradsole was to S. Badegund . 
• I have no suggestion to oller. There was a PremODstrateDSlan Honse at 

Bi1eigb near Maldon in Essex, and a Gilbermu, Bonse at Melton in Yorkshire. 

~~tn~~tr::llbo:e ':=~~~~ ~~eI:tio t, thde~~dih:man:;'~ 
I:'::nd!tnity .. to which of the numeroUl PreUlOnat.ratensian houses may be 
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• Santa Cbaterina di Nicchola (Lincoln, G.) Ia buona mar. 22! 
e lIa mojana tratti mar. 121 il saecho, /umana d .. 35. 
8&Ccha 'per anno. 

Averolino (U,."..-hol1TU!, Lincs .• G.) la buona mar. 18. e IIa moj .. na 
mar. 10. a i loccbi mar 81 il sa.ccho, Annona da 15. sa.ccha 
per anno. 

·Cbatellea (Catteky, Lincs., G.) la buona mar. 19 .• lIa mojan .. 
mar. Ill. e i locchi mar. 8! il saecho, Annone da 7. saccha _ 
per annol, 

*Bollintona (Bullington. Lincs., G.) I .. buon .. mar. 22. a lIa mo
jan .. mar. 13. e i loechi mar. 9! il s&ccho, Annan. da 18 
saccha per anno. 

*Sicchisilla (SixhiU, Lincs., G.) Ia buona mar. 18. alIa mojana 
10!, a i locchi mar. 9. il Rnccho, ed annone da 18. saecha. 
per anno. 

·Orinesbi (Ormes/ry, Lincs., G.) Ia huona mar. 19. a lIa moj .. na 
mar. 11. a i locchi m .. r. 10. il saecho, Annone d.. 18. saecha 
per anno. 

Manses. (MatUTsey, Notta., G.) la buon .. m .. r. 19. ella mojana 
mar. 11. e i locchi mar. 10. il aaccho, e annone da 8. saecha 
per anno. 

*Ghuantona (Walton, Yorks., G.) la buona mar. 16h a lla 
mojana mar. 10. a i lacchi mar. 8! il &&ccho, a Annone 
da 40. saccha I' anna. 

*Maltona (Malton, Yorks., G.) I .. buona mar. 17. e lIa moj .. na 
mar. 11. a i locchi mar. 6. iI saecho, e annone da 45. S$CCha 
per anno. . 

Elertana (Ellerton, Yorks., G.) la buona mar. 15. e II .. mojana 
mar. 91 iI saecho, e Annone da 10. &&Ccha per anna. 

Santo Andrea di Verrvieche (S • .Andr.ws, York, G.) Ia huona 
mar. 15. a lla mojana, mar. 9} iI aaccho, ed annona da 3. 
&&Ccha per anna. 

·Sisante (Chi<:ksand, Bedl<., G.) Ia buona mar. 16. a IIa mojana 
mar. 9. il MCCho, e aDnone da 12. saccha per anno. 

Saldaroo (Shouldham, Noif.. G.) Ia buona mar. 12;' a non fanno 
n~ mojana, ne lIocchi, rna brisciano 3. pietre per saecho, a 
annona da 16. saccha per anna. 

C1arerchoni (CI_cote, O:wn., G ) Ia buona mar. 17. ella mojana 
mar. 11. il saecho, e annone da 3. saccha per anna. 

• Alvinghamo (.dlt>ingham, Linu., G.) la huon& mar. 18. e IIa 
mojana mar. 10. a i locchi mar. 9. iI aaccbo, e annone da 10. 
saccha per anna. 

Novelluogho (NetDIlt<4d. Lincs., G.) mar. 15. iI aaccho, non fanno 
mojana, rna brisciana iuori pura i laccbi, a annan' da 10. 
saccba per Anno. 

AI Ponte (Holland Bridge, Lincs., G.) non ha lana quaxi niente. 
lIliramaudo (Mirmaud, Cal"""., G.) non ha Iana. 

1 A DeW 4ivisiOD OCCU!1ll in the •• 0 with &he title Drlf .-lii", tli Pr08ulzio-, 
which is proba.hl1 doe to t.he incorporat.ioD. of. head.lin. bJ. traueeriber. 
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Fordamo Insulfolcbo (Fordham, Camb •. , G.) ha d .. uno sa.echo di 
lana inter&, e grossissima. 

Nonna,;" di Dan;'" eM anna lam di "noma in Ingl,ilterra . 
• l<tanfeltro (Stan,twd, Linea., B. N.) la. buona mar. 28. e lla 

mojana mar. 16. e i loechi mar. 7. il sa.ccho, ed annone do. 12. 
saccha. per anno, eel e molto megliorata, e vendesi in Fiandra 
mar. 30. il saccho della. buona. 

*Istiechi Sigualdo (Stykawold; Lif'lC8., C. N.) la. buona mar. 20. 
e lls mojana ma.r. 12. e i locchi mar. 9. il sa.ccho, e annone 
da 15. saccho. per anno . 

• No;wchotono (Nun Coton, Line •. , C. N.) la buona mar. 18. ella. 
mojana mar. 10. e i loechi mar. 8. il saecho. ed annone da 
10. saccha per anno . 

• ·Ampola (Ha",po~, Yor"'., C. N.) tore ... ma.r. 14. il .... cho, e 
imnone da. 6. saccha. per anno. 

Grin'esbi (Grimsby, LinCB., C. N.) chome viene della.faJda mar. 17. 
il Mecha, e annone da. 2. saceba. per anno. . 

Eninghe (Heyning', Linea., C. N.) chome viene della £aIda mar. 
13. il saecho, e annone da. 2. S&Ccha per anno. 

Cboccuelle (GokweUe, Linea., C. N.) chome viene della. £aIda ma.r. 
13. il sa.ccho, et annone da 4. saceho. per anno. 

lAngho.l ... presso a nontighamo (Lang~y, Leice •• , B. N.) com. 
viene della £aIda, mar. 12. il saccho, e annone da 5. saccha 
per anno. 

Ardena (Arden, Tor"'., B. N.) torcia mar. 13. il saccho, il.nnone 
da 10. saccha per anno. 

Cbildomo (Xi/don, Yor"'., C. N.) cbomeviene della fa.lda mar. 12. 
sa.ccho, e lonoDe da 12. sa.ccba per anno. 

Rosedalla (Ro.ed~, Yorks., B. N.) chome viene della faJdll mar. 
IO! sa.ccho, e annone da 10. sa.ccba per anno. 

Sanchiwento ( Clementst/wrp, Yorks., B. N.) stracchata mar. 12. il 
sa.ccho, e annone da. 3. saccha. per anno. 

Suino Inoldarnesa (Swinltell. Yor"'., C. N.) la. buona mar. 14. ell .. 
mojana mar. 9. e i loechi mar. 7. il sa.echo, e annone da 8 . 
.saccha pel' anno. ;p . 

llaricche In chosta ricciamonte (Mary"" Yor"'., B. N.), chome 
viene della faJda, mar. 11. il saecho, ed annone d .. 8. Baccha 
per anno. 

-Vichamo In chosta rival .. (Wllckh4m, Yorks., C. N.), chome 
vien. della falda, ma.r. 11. il sa.ccho, ed annone da 4. saccha 
per anno; 

Anchordona (Ankorwyks, Bue"'., B. N.) chome viene della £aIda, 
ml'r. 11 t il 88Ccho, e annone da 4. saceM per anno. 

Tme cbotte appresso di Verruicche a 6. miglia (Th.icket, Yorks., 
B. N.), come viene della. £aIda, mar. 12. il saccho, e annone 
cia 4. sa.ccha per anno. 

Monacherone prel!So di Vemicche (Monkton, York •. , B. N.), 
chome viene della falda, mar. 11. il sRecht>, e Annone cia ••• 
88Ccha per anno. 
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Endichamo pr ... o di Malton .. (Litt~ Manu, Yedingha.m, Yorke., 
R N.) mar. 11. il .&ccho torciea. 

Leechehomo In eho.t.. a.lluja (Lekeb.,.,., Louth, O. N.) come viene 
della falda mar. 12* il saecho, ed annone da S. saccha 
per anno. 

Putt;, magioni d! ordim. ...... 0, cJ.. anno I,.,.. in Ingl.ilterra. 

~Chi8ibomo (Guisborollgh, Yorke., A. 0.) ischracchat.. mar. 121 
il saecho, e annone da. 20. saccha per anno. 

Niuhorgho (Newbwrgh, York.t., A. 0.) in torc ... mar. 13. il saecho, 
e annone da. 13. saccha l' anno. 

*Brindellintona (Bridlington, Yorke., A. 0.) torcea .mar. 13! 
saccho, Annone da 50. 88Ccha per anno. 

*Ohircamo (Kv..lcha.m, Yorke., A. 0.) in tol'cea mar. 14 saccho,' 
annone da 30. saccha l' &nno. 

Guitebi ostr&ttone ( Whitby, Yorke., B.) i loccbi gr08lli mh. 91 
saccho, annona da 30. l' anuo. 

Sellebi (Selby, York.t., R) in tore ... mar. 12. il saecho, e annone 
da. 15. B&Ccha l' anno. 

Nostra Dama di Veruicche (S. Mary/., York, R), chome viene 
della falda, mar. 11. il saccho, e annone da 30. saecha per 
anno. 

Guarterra (W..,.,.., Yorke., A. C.), chome viene della falda, mar. 
lOt sacco, ed annone da 20. saccha per Anno. 

Dradiccbioi (Draa;, York.t., A. C.) chome viene della falda mar. 12. 
il saecho e annone da 5. saecha per anno. . 

Santo Usgualdo (S. 08UKlld'" NOBtdJ, Yorke., A. C.), chome viene 
della falda mar. 12t saecho, ed annone da. 10. saccha per 
anno. 

Boltrona in Chravenna (Bolton, Yorke., A. 0.), chome viane della 
falda, mar. 12. sacco. 

Bria (Blyth. Notts., Bo), chome viene della falda, mar. 12. il 
saecho, annone da. 6. saccha per anno. 

Giuiraopo pre880 abliada (Work.top, Blyth, A.O.). come viene 
della falda, mar. 12. saecho, ed Annone da. 5. saceha per 
anno. 

Grimesbi InIendisia (Well<nD near GrimBby, IMtea., A. C.), come 
viene della falda. mar. 14. saceho, Annone da. 10. saccha per 
anno. 

Tomolino (Thornholm, Lim.u., A. 0.) la buona mar. 16! e lla 
mojana mar. 101 il saccho, e Annone cia 8. saccha per 
anno. 

*Bardinaja (BMdney, Linu .• R) la bUODA mar. 18. e lla 
mojana mar. 11. e i locchi mar. 9. e annone cia 15: aaccha 
per anno. 

Marchebi InIenwoie (Markeby. Linu., A. 0.) mar. 131 saccho, 
e annone da. 12. saceha per Anno. 

OI .... IDo Inlendesie (A.iluham, Lim.u., A. 0.). ehome viene della 
falda, mar. 13. saccho, annona da 10. saccha per anno. 
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0uhresGm0 In Leodisie (0----, Ltrt&&. B.). chome viene 
della faJda, mar. 13. ....mo, e Umoue 5. IIIICeba per &DDQ. 

-NoccbOua parcbo (Noctmo. Liaa., A. C.) Ja b1lOll& man:bi 20. e 
Ila mojaaa mar. 11. e i Ioeehi I11III". 9 .. e Umoue da i. IIIICCha 
peranno. 
~ In cbosta alpeeebe (R_. Staff ... A. C.). chome 

-rieDe della faJda, man:bi 1 i. il IIIIllCbo, e Imnone da 10. 
IIIICCha per IIDDO. 

Deriea (Llarkg. 1Nriy. A. C.) in _ I11III". 12j ......,),0, e 
iDnoDe da 16. IIIICeba per anno. 

Dreeeheno (~ Stoff .. · A.C.) In to_ ........ Ii. """""'" 
e iDnoDe da 10. IIIICCha per anno. 

CbiIdirfortIe (&Wford. N-., A. C.) In to..... mar. H aaccho, 
e Umoue da 12. IIIICeba per IIDDO. 

.chDDtoriJeIj (c..-rlno~. R '), come viene della faJda, mar. 12. 
aaccho, e .......... da 8. IIIICCha per anno. 

.Bor.Iooa _ (~T...,." R) In _ mar. Ii. 
....mo, e Umooe da 25 • .....,he per anno. 

Reupeodooa (RepIoa, Derbg. A. C.) in _ mar. 15. il .-cho, 
ed Imno .... 25 • .....,he per &DDQ. 

LentoDa In cbosta a Nontinghamo (l.o7tIoro, Noa. .. CL) mar. lSi 
aaccho, e iumooe da 10. saceha per IIDIIO. 

S_ llama eli Lui2estJj (8. MarY .. LeieuItIr. A. C.) In to_ 
mar. lat aaccho, ed .......... da 20. IIIICCha per aDDO. 

Cbirbebi (Kirihy. Leit:eBI4r. A. C.). cbome viene della falda, mar. 
13. il aaccbo. e lmJone da 5 • .....,ha per anno. 

Gittenmo (W'yfWi,.,. N~ R). chome viene della falda, 
mar. 13. il aaccho, e& innone da 5. IIIICCha per 11lIIIO. 

LaIaoda (lmIado, ~ A. C.). chome -rieDe della falda, 
mar. Ii. il aaccbo, e annooe da 6. IIIICCha per 11lIIIO. • 

·NoveIlnogbo 8c:inmda (N-....l, N-., A. C.), chome nene 
della faJda, mar. 12} il .....,bo. e iumooe da t . .....,ha per anno. 

BeIln .... (BJwiT. Li--. R). chome -rieDe della falda, mar. IS. il 
IIIIllCbo, e bDOD8 da 5 • ....,.,he per _ 

Fme vete • 5. migIia pr-. a StaDfone (T....Metl, N~ •• 
A. 0.), chome viene della falda, mar. 9. illlllllCbo, ed innone 
da 5. IIIICCha per anno, ed e gnaa om.-. 

Ispaldinghe (SpaJdiflg. Liaa., R) In _ mar. 13. il """""'" 
e hannone da .0 . .....,u per IIDIIO. 

Toruai pr-. upaldingbe (Tionoor. a ...... B.) isVacchata mar. 
10. il -. e hannone da 6. IIIICCha per 11lIIIO. 

.A...M -.gimoO tk1l' twrliJu .... eM ..... __ 

DiepHogbe pr-. • Stanforte (Doeping. LiRa .. R) stracchata ma'. 10. il ....mo, ed /mnone da 6. IIIICeba per anno. 
Bremo (Bmana, L ...... A. C.). chome vieoe della falda, mar. 10. il 

.....,bo, .......... da 5. per anno. 

.....:.:: ~ =-:..:r = .. aI.l:..":!;'!:.r.~=~ ........ Cbn.t a....a .. s. ~'.IIaoI __ iD .... diatrieL 
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Croianda (Urowtamd, Lin",:, B.) Tor""" mar. 12. il .&ccho, e 
annone da 30. sa.ccha per anna. . 

. Borgo Sanpiero (P.urbor01Nflh, NorlJuvn.t.s., B.), essendo tutta 
insieme stracchata. mar. 12. il sa.ccho, ed Annone da 40. 
saccha per anno. 

Ramix ... (Ramsey, HunIB., B.) cbome viene della falda, mar. 9. 
il saccbo, ed annone da 29. 8&CCha per anna. 

Donnistabile (Dunslabls, Bed,., A. C.) 1a grancia loro eli Brandin· 
borno (Bradbwrn) nel Peoche torciea mar. 12. il sa.ccbo, e 
annone da 8. saccba per anno. 

Gniccichonbo (Winchcombe,. Glouua., B.) straccbata mar. 13. 
saccho, e annone da 40. saccha per anno. 

Eu_rno in Chondisgualdo (Eve,llam, Wore., B.), .lDome vione 
della falda, mar. 12. il sa.ccho, ed annone da 10. Baccha pe~ 
anno. 

Persore (Per,lwre, Wore., B.) cbome viene della falda, mar. 12. 
saecho, e annone da 10. sa.ccha per anna. • 

Chausheri (TewltabWIJI', Glouce,., B.) chome viene della lalda, 
mar. 12. il saccho, ed Anne 8. per anno. . 

Lofnifeltro in ghondisgualdo (Lufold, NOTIhantll., B.) come viene 
della laid .. mar. 13. i1 saccho, ed annone da 5. sa.ccba per "nno. 

E Bindona (Abingdon, Ber""., B.) cbome viene della lalda, mar. 
9. il 8&CCbo, e Annone da 10. sa.ccba per anno. 

Santo Andrea di Norettona (S. Andr .... ', NOTIhamplon, A. C.). 
cbome viene della falda, mar. 10. il a&eebo, e annone da 3. 
DeeM per anno. 

Osn ... in Cbondisgnaldo (Omey, O:xxm., A. C.) torcea, e brisciata 
4. pietre per sa.ccho mar. 13. ilsaccbo, e Annone da 25. sa.ccba 
per anno. 

Not"'l .. presso a Ttamo a 2. miglia (Nut.lstl. Bue""., A. C.) 
straccbata mar. 12. sa.ccho, e annone da 8. S&CCba per anna. 

Martona In chosta a L10ndra (Merion, Surrey. A C.) cbome viene 
della falda, mar. 7. il sa.ccho, e annone da 20. saecba per 
anno. 

Borcecestri preaso a Braccbel ... a 4. miglia (Bia,,,,,, Ozon., 
A. C.) mar. 12. aaccbo, e Annona da 5. saccba per anno. 

La Trinitade di Londra (Holy Trinity, Ltmdtm, A. C.) inoorra 
mar. 8. il saceho, annone 5. saceba per anno. 

-Gbnaltamo (WalIham, E8H:1:, A. C.) tor""" mar. 11. il saecbo, e 
annone da 20. a&eeba per anna. 

-Santo nogli borgu Sestri (Colcha""', A C.) 1& bnona mar. IIJ. a 
lla mojana marcbi 10. et i locchi mar. 9. il saccbo eli soL 13. 
den. 4. sterlini d' Argento per jo. mar., et annone d. 15. 
sacch& per anno. 

Lme cbogliette delle cbontrade del N orto d' Ingbilterr:., chon· 
perate nel N orto medeximo per via di choglietoo, torneranno 
in F".andra il saecho, saccbo jO. e cobiovi 12. in Fiandra. 

1 This seems more probable than ...,. other houe 01. Black Honb or Caooaa. 
with the _me termination. 

S . This lIeeID8 UUQ'S probable from its gec:lfitl'aphieaJ. position tban either Chester 
.. Cu-eneesIer. Tbe·~"" abbe7 .... dedicale410 8. BoIolph ood S.lDliao. 
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Gli pregi chontenuti aile Jane schritte di sopl'&, e adrieto sono· 
quello che lfurono vendute in Fiandm; aieche a chonperalle 
in lnghilterra ai vogliono avere a ttanto minore pregio, ch~ 
a pportalle poi d' lnghilterra in Fiandra, 0 in a1tra parte Be 

De faccia buon utile. 

E. THE IMMIGRATION OF ALIEN CRAFTSMEN 
L~TO ENGLAND IN NORMAN AND ANGEVIN 
TIMES'. 

l'rofessor Ashley, in the course 9i a kindly review' of the 
second edition of this book, took exception to the opinion I had 
expressed that "there was a large immigration of artisans which 
began soon after the Conquest,» and to the suggestion I made, 
which as I now find had been previously put forward by Dr 
Ochenkowski', as to the probable cbaracter of the early gilds of 
weavers in Engli:;h towns (p. 189). He seems to think that there 
was no such movement before what he calls the "first great 
immigration» in the time of Edward Ill." II H we look," he 
says, "at the various pieces of evidence which Mr Conningham 
adduces, it will be plain, I think, that he has put his theory into 
them instead of getting it out of them"; and in regard to the 
definite phrase about the Flemish settlers in Pembroke which I 
quoted from Giraldus Cawbreusis--gens lanificiis uaitatissin}a.-he 
o eges that "the whole passage is rhetorical,» and that "no very 
great stress can he laid on anyone word in it." Such an exp ...... 
sian of opinion by Professor Ashley made me feel that it was 
necessary to examine the available evidence with some care 
before issuing a new edition of the volume which contains the 
statement criticised. I bave had the good fortune to he ahle to 
draw largely on some notes which the late Miss Lamond had 
made for me on a topic in which her occaaional residence at 
Pembroke had given her a specisl interest. The history of alien 
immigratio .... into England is of more than local importance, 
howeve .. ; and could only he adequately treated in .. book 
devoted exclusively to the subject. The sketch of one period, 
which I now offer, serves to raise several interesting problems 
which are closely connected with the main point at issue 
betw.ren Professor Ashley and myself; his criticism involves 
.. view of the nature of a Gild Merchant which I cannot accept, 

I A translation of the following pages baa already appeared in the z.J. Social
.. W1"rlhl1dafU9uchit:hte In. 

t Political Science Qunrterly. VI. 165. : ~== i}~.a~~~ i~~t;;.g, p. 00 D. 

c. H. 
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while the whole question of the origin and character of the 
early craft gilds will be set at rest, if the hypothesis which 
1 put forward, and still maintain 88 tenable, shall be eventually 
confirmed. I shall therefore examine in tum: 

1. The Frl1lnCigS'M< of Domudaiy, their position and distri
bution. 

2. The openings for industrial enterprise in England in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, and the facilities which aliens had 
for engaging in them. 

'3. The evidence of, and reasons for, a continued immigration 
of Rlemings during the twelfth century. 

4. The development of buildillg and of tra<lini in the 
twelfth century, with some remarks on Gilds Merchant. 

o. The development of weaving and the orgauisation of " 
weavers in the twelfth century. 

1. There seems to be an impression in many quarters 'that 
the Normsn Conquest merely changed the surface of English 
society. That it did aJrect the surface is clear enough; in every 
shire large estates pa.ssed. out of the hands of Englishmen and 
were granted to adventurers who had followed William of Nor
mandy; the language which Professor Freeman used to B<lcentuate 
the lega.! claims put forward by William and the precise lega.! 
character of the changes he m..oo, tends to obscure the fact that 
these changes were very deep, and affected the whole fabric of 
society. But the army which William led was composed of 
persons of e.II ranks and classes; peasants, artisans and merchants 
lleem all to have had a place in the invading host'. This opillion 
is confirmed by a careful consideration of the picture of society 
in Noman England which is given us in IJO'I1WIdaiy Book. There 
were immigrants in the lower 88 well 88 in the upper strata of 
society; even though the old conditions of land tenure and other 
obligations were preserved, the aliens did to some extent lead a 
separate life under institutions of their own. 

The precise meaning of the terms frand' and frl1lnCigenfUJ' 
need not detain us; but few of William's followers, whether 
Normans or Flemings, were French in a strict sense fo

, and it is 
plain that the terms were applied indifferently to e.II those who 
followed William from abroad &8 well &8 to men of aimilar 

1 A.. D. de Ia FonteDelle. u O~ tk Poitnli .... in Be"," NO'I1ft4NU 

(Ca:nl; ~=;... the wordfrGRt:w doea Dot meaD an alien of an,. kind, but ia 

~~:i ~~dt:: t?~~~; ~~;~~~l·. ;~tfsl.':'-rr.- e~"'f:":h:. 
arrangements for the pleu (L 175, a. 2) and 1m- the p .. ~t. of Kirbco. at. Per. 

=='!l}::.~J.!e: rh~~t..tmded for freemen lJrtMIeI) thoo.gh lhere were 
, E. NormanniB et Flandrewribua .. Fnmcio et Briloniba& Gulielmua 0 ..... 

metieensi&, in Duchesne, N()f'& p. 286, 1 . .u.. c. 54. The part. played by the 
Flemings in She Conquest baa been 4iacussed with admirable care by IlL Gannel iD 3:!'x: ~~p~bent), D. pp. 323-409. lave been greatly iDdebWtd to 

• Freeman. N.,.".,.. 0"",,"",- Vol. m. p. 814. 
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extraction who were already settled in England. It was merely 
the term in ordinary use, which served to distinguish those aJiens 
from the natives of the country (<mgli or anglici). The continued 
existence of this cl&SS of inhabitant.. is evidenced by the s<Hl8.lled 
Laws of William tk Conqueror'. The relations between subjects 
of the different races were dealt with in some detail; the pre
Norman inunigrants were to be regarded as merged in the 
English inhabitant&, and the right of more recent comers to 
separate treatment was fully recognised. It may perhaps be said 
that the king was anxious to see the two r~ combined into 
one, but that in some cases, especially of recent arrivals, t,his was 
not possihle. . 

AlJlOltg the tenants in chief in DOme8day Book many aliens 
are specified by name; but those who are described asfrl1llldge'fI,(U 

- were often below the rank of tenants in chief'; some had very 
small holdings", and others are enumerated ..!ong with the viIlans 
and 'borderers as .ervienle8' or described as cotoJrii'. They are 
occasionally mentioned in the returns from almost all parts of the 
country; the patient compiler of the Index gave up the enumer ... 
tion of instances in despair with the words alibi passim; but the 
du.tribution appears to have differed a good deal. There were 
considerable numbers of them in several towns, such as Norwich', 
Sbrewsbury', Southampton', and Hereford'; we find several 
entries respecting them in the neighbourhood of Pershore", and 
in Cheshire u. In this last ...... the francige'fI,(U seem to be on the 
lands of the Earl, and in other instances we find them concen
trated on the estates of some particular lord d. But though these 
eutries throw interesting light on the position of the humbler 
jrancige1Uloe they cannot be regarded as exhaustive; there is other 
phrllSOology which is apparently applied to the men who fohowed 
the leaders in William's army. Such a phrase as ,.""...,... Giol£.. 
ber";" who demanded unwonted tolls at Barton on Humber'", may 
be fairly ,·egarded as applying to immigrants, and it is of constant 
recurrence; on one of Robert de Vesci's Lincolnshire manors the 
distinction is pointed explicitly. De BUpradicta terra et BOCa 

habent III homines Roberti XII carucatas ....... Unus quoque 
anglicus habet uuam carucatam ". Those who are specified as the 
lwmines of Norman leaders may be fairly regarded as swelling 
the numbers of thefrl1llldg"""" of inferior rank. 

J, Thorpe. ,..tftcient LGUJ' (Bee. Com.), J. p. 211. 

wi~ ~.c;~c::!e~!.ten~r'!.!~~6cda.~:e~~=:~ 
small estates in Ulat. county direct from. the king. 

: ~~~~~e.l~4,t.12~:a:'·~.~cirlDltlDdewaUe). On the status of 
&rvuntu compare Pollock and Maitland. Xwtmy of EttglU4 LtwJ. I. 262 . 

• See the CUriOWI entry a' Gistleswurde, ibid. L ISO, &. 1. 
f ILid. D. 118, a. , IbId. L 252, a. 1. • Ibid. I. 62, a. L 
• Ibid. L 179, a. L 10 Ibid. L 174, bi 1'16, .. and b. 
U Ibid. L 264, a and b; 966, .. and b; 266, a and b. 
11 Such aa Hugh of GrantmeanU, both in Warwickshire (ibid. L 242, .. 1) and 

Leicest.ershinl (ibid. L 232, a and b). 
II Ibid. L 85t, b. 1; 876, b. 2. U Ibid. I. 868, .. S. 

41-2 
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There is another side fro~ which this opinion as to the large 
Dumber of such immigmnts may be confirmed j the names of the 
jurors who gave evidence in Cambridgeshire have heen preserved, 
and it is plain that tbere was a considerable number of J't"ami
.ql1l'llMJ among tbem', even if the recurring tnnfUJB alii frtml:i eI 
MIIlli in hoc htmdreto' be treated as a mere formula. There does 
not seem to bave heen any Bpecia.lly large nnmber of jrancigtI'TIIU 
in Cambridgeshire, so far as csn be gatbered from ])01M.day 
Book; I have noticed eigbt·. Yet the lists of tbe jnrors in the 
InquiBitio prove that they were really largely represented among 
the smaller tenants'. We cannot pursne the same inqniry as to 
tbe personnel of the jnries in other oounties, as tbe names of tb9 
jurors bave only been occasiona.lly preserved'; but there is every 
reason to believe that their. oomposition was similar in the rest of 
the country; at all events they were mixed bodies of francig01llU ' 
and English. This comes out in some instances where differences 
of opinion are recorded. Thus the opinion of the English jurors 
who estimated an estate at .£60 is recorded as well as that of the 
~'rench p,.aepoBitus who put it at .£90'. In Sonthwark the jurors, 
both French and English, gave evidence abont a snit corumenced 
but relinquished by the Bishop of Bayeox '. In Berkshire the 
English jurors decided against the claim of an Englishman as 
unfair'. In Essex one case is noted where the French and 
English jurors agree', and one where they differ". In Wiltshire 
the English protested that an estate valned at .£70 ad pmoum 
was only worth .£60 by tale", and that another valued at .£18 
was only worth .£12", while tbe English jurors proved that 
William of Pincbengi held a hide and a virgate which rightfully 
belonged to Edward of Salisbury and the manor of 8tocbe". 
The s]>ecial record of English opinion in these cases exemplifies 
the mixed character of the jury, and goes to show that thef""""" 
genM were dispersed throngh districts in wbich none are specified. 

The tenants mentioned in ])_day Book are, generally 
speaking, regarded as snbjects of the King, and the commissioners 
were not called npon to specify their origin. Now and then a 
tenant is simply described as an Englishman, owing to some 

• aocidental cireumstance", and it is probable that there were far 
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more franr:igenae in each county than are directly, or by implica
tion, described 88 such'. It was not the business of the commis
sioners to record the fact that certain tena.nts we .. e imnligra.nts, 
unless for some special reason. In some few cases it is possible 
to make at least a gness at the reason. Thus, in some C888B, the 
franrigenae, and the value of their tenancies, are reckoned 
separa.tely', and the detsil helps to explain the ca.use of the rise 
in the value of an estate. In Hereford' the fiscal obligations of 
the francigena. were quite different from those of the other 
inhabitants, and in towns like Shrewsbury' and Southampton' the 
number of the francigenae is mentioned in the course of a 
complainj on the part of the burgesses about the pressure of the 
old taxation under new circumstances. The facts about the 

• frau.dgenae are recorded in these and other oasea, but we are 
justified in regarding them, not as exceptional, but as typica.l of 
a lB.l'ger or sma.ller ,number of similar but unspecified instances. 

The evidence of Domesday thus serves to oonfirm the view 
that not only the great leaders but the fighting men obtsined a 
footing in the new country. It must be remembered, too, that 
provision had to be made not only for the soldiers, hut also for 
those who hsd supplied the means of transport. Wi1lia.m had 
been compelled to procure a fleet' 88 well 88 to conquer the 
count .. y. Part of it was obtained from FlandeJ:S, and William 
was forced to incur a very special obliga.tion in return'. But in 
one case at least he paid for a ship with a carucate of land'; and 
it is possible tha.t this t .. ansaction was .. type of the bargains he 
Olnde with the shipowners of Rouen and eaen. Knyghton' gives 
us to understand that a crowd of adventurers flocked to England 
and settled on the land. Iste duxit secum in Ang!i&m tl>.ntam 
eopiam et multitudinem variarum gentium, scilicet Normannorum, 
Picardorum, Britonum, Burgillorum, de quibus magna pars r ... 
mansit in Angli .. ubilibet dispersa. Quidam possessiones habentes 
de dicto Willielmo, seu ab aliis domiuis sibi datas, quidam vero ex 
emptione habentes, sive in officiis sub spa habendi remanserunt. 
It was on the whole the policy of the government to ignore the .. 

1 I have only noticed three jmncigeflM in Wiltshire, one on the estates of 
Alvred of Marlborough, the other on the estate of Edward of Salisbury (D. B. L 
69. a. 2). But the specific appeals to English opinion and specified instances of 
English tenants, almost seem to show that the Francigen@were the main element 
in the population. ... 

II ECCl:I8.tWgeton8 (D. B,I, 69, a. 2). Toritone (ibid. 1.116, b.l). It is difficult to 
account for the rise in value of 80 many estates. between the time of the Confessor 
BII(I of Donuaddy, unless the number of tena.n .... of di1ferent classes was not only 
kept up but woroased. Even if the Btru~gle QIld change of masters left the native 

~~=~o:ad:rath~.!s~ta~e = ::le~r:Jd'fod :eiaD~e::s ~f8ta~~~~: 
land; the diBblWded army is at least an obvioWl source from which BUch additional 
teuauts might. be drawn. 

I D. ».1.179, a. 1. Francigenae vera burgenses habent quietaa ptoxiidenariia 
omDCH forislacturas 8U8B praet.er t.res supradict88 • 

• Ibid. I. 2.)2, a. 1. Ii Ibid. L 62, B. 1. 
,II Gnliel.mus GenuJleticewris, in Duchesne N01'm. p. 286, estimates it at 5009 

l'hIPS, 1. "D. C. 84. 
1 Yaren~h, Bdation., pp. 68--56, Rymer, FMhrG I. pref. Ad Lectorem. 
8 D. B. I. 8sG. a. 2. a Henricus de Knyghton in Twysden, p. 2S49. 
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differences between the races, at least for fiscal purposes; and 
Orderic asserts that amalgamation went on rapidly and was 
promoted by intermarriage'. Still, it is clear from the laws of 
Willil,m I. that some of the immigrants had a separate status, 
and were not taxed in the same fashion as their neighbours, and 
there were many causes of disagreement I i these led to open dis-
turbances in several parts of the country, especially in outlying 
districts. Gherbord the Fleming had had the earldom of Chester 
assigned him, but he did not enjoy it long, and magna ibi et 
difficilia tam ab Anglis quam ab Gallis adversantibus pertulerat '. 
Walcher of Lorraine, the Bishop and Earl of Durham, was a man 
of excellent character, but tbe excesses of his subordinates, 
especially of his archdeacons, gave rise to a disturbance in which 
he lost his life4-, &8 well as a hundred men, French and Flemings-. ' 
The two racea may have begun to draw together before the close 
of the Conqueror's reign, but they were still very distinct: and 
some of the immigrants were separately organised. 

2. Though the great DlItSS of William's followers seem to 
have settled on the land, it is well to remember that there were 
other openings for a.ny artisans or merchants who had come in 
the army, and who preferred, when the war was over, to betake 
themselves to their old avocations, as builders, as merchants, or 
in connection with the cloth trada. 

(a) Apart altogether from the explicit ststement of Orderi
ens Vitali.', we might have gathered that there was a great 
demand for building in the century succeeding the Conquest. 
Many castles and numberless churches remain to show how 
effecti¥ely this demand was supplied; huge structures were 
erected both for civil and ecelesiastical purposes. The White 
Tower dates from the time of the Conqueror, and building opera
tions were going on at the Abbey of Evesham' during his reign. 
There was evidently a great demand for masons. 

(6) It is obvious too that there were great openings for 
merchants. England, from the character of its eoast line and of 

.its rivers, offers admirable facilities to traders, and little use 
seems to have been made of them before the Conquest. The 
regulations -for trading in William's Laws seem to take little 
account of fairs, and only oue is mentioned in Domm/all Book. 
There were, of course, plenty of markets, and doubtless thpre 
were travelling chapmen. But a market w .... as it is, primarily 
the place for offering weekly supplies for the use of the inhahit
ants of a town j it is different in character from gatherings like 
horse-fairs. These are and were generally held outside thl! town, 
and when first instituted were frequented by foreign merchants 

.. 
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with imported goods. The passage already quoted from OMericus' 
shows how prominent a feature of English life the fairs became 
soon after the Conquest. The English taste for imported cloth of 
fine make was developed', while the merchants who visited this 
country were glad to purchase English embroidery'. Encourage
ment W88 given them, for William the Conqueror took care to 
provide for tbe security of traders, even in the excitement of his 
first entry into London '. 

(c) There were also great opportunities for the manufacture 
of cloth. England W88 well adapted for the growing of wool, 
and eventually became the chief 80urce of European supply. 
Weave.., at the time of the Conquest, could not only get a supply 
of materials, but the change in English taste and tbe demand for 
dress of Norman fashion' would also give them a ready sale. It 
is of course impossible to prove a negative, but there seems reason 
to Ilelieve that this &rt was not practised &8 a trade in England 
before the Norman Conquest j there is no mention of weavers in 
IJtmIe8do.y, and the homespun cloth was prohably the result of 
women's work as a household occupation.. There were thus 
plenty of openingo for enterprising men, quite apart from oppor
tunities of eettling on the land and living by agriculture. 

From what we know of the Normans and their compauions, 
they were able and ready to take advantage of these openings. 
So far as building is concerned it WIly be said that they created 
the dem&nd in England. Their passion for Church building has 
left its traces in their Sicilian as well as in their English con
quests; while the masons of eaen were well able to execute 
work in our country. Again, the river Seine had been the 
resort of merchants from time immemorial, and Rouen was the 
point at which the trade of N orth-westom Europe was then con
centrated; such merchants wonld be ready to open up new m&rkete. 
In regard to weaving it may be said that one section of the 
fra'Mig- wbo followed Willism already practiEOd tbis trade on 
a considerable .cale. Weaving and fnlling had been introdueed 
into Ghent by' Baldwin the Young, a century before the Norman 
Conquest. The art of weaving was well established among the 
Flemingo', and they were capable of taking advantage of the 
openingo for carrying on the cloth trade which the conquest of 
England afforded. It is at least wortb notice that Gilbert of 
Ghent used a small piece of land in Lincolnshire, whiell had 
hitherto been under plough, for his ftock of sheep'. This reads 
like an anticipation of the enclosing which caused 80 much 
indigjjntion in the fifteenth and ailtteenth centuries; it is at 

1 Or4. Vito IV. c. 11. 
S Ibid. tv. Co 11 (Migue) • 
• Gulielmns Pie'-vensia In Ducheme, Non,u • .,...., p. !lL 
• Ibid.2Al8. • 0rtI. Vito IT. 0. 11. 
, Ondeghent, .4f1R4lu. by Le8broo.ssar&. c. 28. p. 171. Dote t. 
, Pertz. MonU1llelU4 Gt.rJA. HUt. VoL tl. (HaDover, 1829), MOIl. s-,an. (}utIJ, 

Earoli.1ib. L C. 84. p. 147. 
¥ D. B.o L SM. b. 1 (Sudtone). 
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least possible that he had an eye to the development of the 
weaving industry. 

3. There is ample evidence that during the eleventh century 
there was a continusl stteam of Flemish immigration into this 
country; there are two main class"" who may be distinguished
those who came as mercenary soldiers, and those who were driven 
by stress of circumstanc"" from their own land and attracted to 
settle here. 

It is not easy to say to. which of th""e classes we should assign 
the Flemings of whom we read at the beginning of the reign of 
Henry I. They bad hoen attracted to England by the hope of 
his motbe"'s protection, but they came in such numbers~&8 to be 
a burden to the realm. They were disturbing elements in the • 
population, and Henry I. determined to deport the whole of them 
into Wales; hence he sent them to Ross, where they might pelp 
to keep the Celts in order'. 

When Henry was dead, however, and the disturbed tim"" of 
Stephen began, there was a large incursion of Flemish mercen
aries. Stephen is said to have spent the whole of Henry's treasure 
in procuring soldiers from Flanders and Brittany'; they proved 
unruly, and were guilty of repeated outrages, for they even looted 
the church"" and the burial-grounds; Stephen's dependence on 
William of Ypres-tbe leader of these mercenaries-was one of 
the reasons which alienated mallY of the Norman nobility from 
his cause'. But others followed the royal example, as we J!lay 
see from the story of the Battle of the Standard, in which, by the 
way, a son of Gilbert of Ghent took a leading part '. 

Some years later, during the rebellion of Hugh Bigod against 
Henry -n., there was a new incursion of these milita,y adven· 
turers; their ravages in the eastern counties were startling, and 
Norwich was taken in 1174'. In the preceding yMr there had 
been a pitched battle at Bury, when 3,000 mercenaries marching 
towards Leicestsr were slain or captured '. Gervai.e of Canterbury 
expresses great satisfaction over this massacre. Nam Flandrenses 
lupi, Anglicanae oopiae ab oUm invidente&, naturali negotio 
textoria scilicet arte dimissa, Angliam se jam copis,e jactitabant '. 
It may seem that this passage is merely" rbetorical," Hnd that it 
is unlikely that these military adventurers had any skill in textile 
arts. But the phr.... of another chronicler is worth noting. 
Ralph de J)iceto certainly writes &8 if some of the individuals 
who had come as mercenaries in Stephen'S reign were sent back to 
work at Flemish loom. when Henry II. expelled them. A castrio 
ad aratra, .. tentoriis ad ergasten.. Flandrensinm plurimi ~.oca-

I Gulielm" HaJmesl>urienmo, 0 ..... Bt_, B. S. Vol. D. L Y. p. 477. 
S Ibid. Bid. ;z.-cm. a s. VoL 00 lib. i. p. 540. 
• Ortl. Vii.. (iII MigDe) L l3. Co UIL &DDO US1" 
• DogdaIe. BtJTtIIf4{Je. L 400. 
• }[atthe .. Pan., B. S. Vol. D. P. 292. Cf. lladalph de D;uto, Vol. L p. 881 

(Bolls Series). 
CI IlJid. D. p. 290. f Gerrai.e CGId. (B. S.) L p. 248. 
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buntur '. It is at least possible that some of the soldiers who 
came from Flanders at the Conquest subsequently were, when 
forced to settle, able and willing to take up the trade of 
weavers. • 

But besides these military adventurers there were other 
Flemish immigrants who are sometimes distinguishable from 
them. Though Henry I. found it advisable to deport so many 
Flemings to Wales, he was yet willing to grant an asylum to 
other men of the same country in England itself, though on its 
farthest border. Early in his reign he aJlowed a Flemish colony, 
who WE're driven from their homes by an inroad from the sea, to 
settle at the mouth of the Tweed; subsequently in the eleventh 
year of h:' reign he transferred them to Ross, where their com-

• patriots were already settied, and to Haverfordwest '. William 
of Malmesbury contrasts their orderly life under the protection 
of Hanry I.' with that of the mercenaries who descended on the 
land in the time of Stephen. One of the first acts of the second 
Henry was to expel these mercenaries from England altogether; 
so effectively was his decree carried out that they passed away 
like a dream'. Still there is no reason to suppose that this edict 
extended to aJl Flemings, but only to the military adventurers 
who would not betake themaelves to honest labour. Enough has 
been said to show that there was a constant stream of immigr ... 
tion which bogan at the Conquest, and continued during the 
twelfth century; and that these immigrants gave rise to frequent 
difficulties. In the beginning of the reign of Henry I. a number 
were deported to special settlements of their own in Wales, and 
the military adventurers we .. e expelled from the kingdom by 
Henry II. 

4. So far we have seen that there were openings for mer
chants and artisans to engage in certain kinds of enterprise in 
Ellgland after the Conquest, and that there was continual immi
gratiOli to England from parts of the Continent where callings 
little known in England were snccessfnlly practised. It is not 
unnatural to put these facts together and to connect the rapid 

"development of certsin sides of industrial life in England in the 
tw.elfth century with the immigrants who came from the Con
tinent and settled here; u.nd some incidental pieces of evidence 
can be add uced which tend to confirm this view. 

(a) That there was a great development of bnilding shortly 
after the Conquest is obvious from the remains which snrvive. 
The stone churches, indeed the stone buildings of any kind, 
e .. .cte<\.. before the Conquest were probably very few in number, 
as wm was a favourite building material; the masonry which 
remains from p~Norman times has some peculiarities of struc
ture, while the workmanship is coarse though effective. The 

1 Rndulphus de Diceto, Rist. L 297 (Bolls Series). 
t JnhllUnia de Bromton in Twysden, 1008. : g~::= ~:h=~~is!;le:;:·J:;. ~ !.o1i.D

• p. 561. 
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be&utiful masonry of the Norman castles and churches could 
scarcely have been executed by the less skilled English craftsmen, 
while it has its exaet parallel in contemporary buildings in Coon. 
When we remember, too, the extraordinary number of stone 
buildings erected in this country in the twelfth century, it is 
difficult to see where all the masons could have come from; frag
ments of stone work in one church after another go to show that 
churches which have been subsequently restored in the fourteenth 
or fifteenth centuries, were originally built in Norman times; 
masons were at work in every part of the country, building, after 
a foreign fashion, and with foreign skill, within a century after 
the Conquest. Stone was frequently imported from Cten 1; and 
that there was frequent intercourse' between the workmen on 
both sides of the Channel appears from the simultaneous improve- • 
ment in the art which took place in both countries in the twelfth 
century. In other cases, where Flemish fonts' are found in the 
churches, it seems possible that the fabric was partly due to 
Flemish hands. The men of the Low Countries had a high 
reputation as builders in the succeeding century, and 80me were 
brought to do work e .. en then; though by that time the art bad 
bad every cbance of taking deep root in English soil. Bishop 
Poor of Salisbury employed Flemings in the building of his 
magnificent church, and there are traces of their presence at the 
erection of L1andstr Cathedral, of Caerphilly Castle, and in 
Leicester', in the thirteenth century. The continued relisnee 
on foreign skill raises a presumption that the best work of. the 
preceding age had been done by imported craftsmen; indeed skill 
in any manual art can only be transferred from one land to 
another by transferring the men who praetise tbat art. 

(b) The rapid development of fairs after the Conquest is a 
proof of the growth of trade, and especially of trade at centres 
which alien merchants were free to visit. The fairs in the Low 
Countries date from the tenth century, and tbat of S. Denys i. 
older still: in the thirteenth century they were frequent enough 
in England; Orderic's reference to them is graphic; as they came 
to be organised here or there' in tbe Norman and early Planta- . 
genet times, tbe foreign merchants would have their best oppor
tunities of trading. They could also obtain a footing as """"" 
burg ....... in towns where they did not reside, and some of them 
even found it worth while to transfer their business altogether 
to London, because it was more suitable for traffic than either 
Rouen or Caen '. 

I cannot suppose, however, that the development of commerce 
was 80 rapid as to bring about the formation of a class of «oealthy 

I T. Hudson ~er. DorrIutie .4rcAitutlire. p. uv. 
t Rickman., Goth" .4rcAikcttlU, pp. 78--19. 11h ed.188L 
• Parker. latroduetiora. p. 1>8, DOte. 
• Banis in ArcAaologia. Vol II. P. 12 (1718) . 
.. Chester (Dugdale. MOL ..A1fu1.) Do 886. 

• III Vi/G 8. 1'1lomcu due/ore .MapO II. in Materiab for Risto..,. of Tbomu 
Beck •• , B. 8. Vol. IV. p. 81. 
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traders in a number of provincial towns. The growth of fairs, as 
centres of occasional trade, was still going on in this country, and 
that is a less ad vanced phase of commercial history than the 
development of permanent marts where mercantile business is 
constantly carried on.. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
there are signs both in England and France of the growth of 
these permanent centres of trade and consequent decay of the 
fairs, and of the development of a wealthy class of trading bur· 
gesses. But it is an anachronism to assume the existence of such 
a clasa in the petty towns of the twelfth and thirteenth century. 
We must not be so much the slaves of language as to assume 
that wh&t we understand by a merchant cl .... existed in the 
thirteenth century, because there were so many Gildae A{IN'ca
toriae; artisans who wished to buy materials or sell their goods1 

were dealers, and in this capacity formed a Gild Merchant. This 
vie. of the membership of a Gild Merchant is confirmed by an 
inspection of a most interesting document which is imperfectly 
summarised in Owen and Blakeway'B History of Shrow.bw1'y·, and 
which has been recently re.<lisco ... ered in the arrangement and 
cataloguing of the archives of Shrewsbury. Of the nine members 
who belonged to the gild in its earliest phase two were fishermen, 
and one was a butcher; the callings of the other six are un
specified. Several of the lists of members of the Gild Merchant 
of Shrewsbury have been preserved from the thirteenth century', 
and men who were described &s craftsmen of one kind or anoth ... 
were frequently admitted; while the number of members is so 
large in proportion to the probable population of the town, that 
it is impossible to regard the Shrewsbury Gild Merchant as an 
exclusive aristocracy which oppressed the poor craftsmen. The 
evidence of this early English document and the analogy of 
contemporary Gilds Merchant on the Continent' confirm Dr 
Gross's opinion that the aJleged conflict between merch .. nts and 
artisans in twelfth century English towns is a mere myth. 

There were not, in the twelfth century, sufficient merchants 
to form. an exclusive class with distinctive organisations; but 
there was every reason why neighbcurs should combine for 
trading purposes. I bve ventured to suggest elscwhere5 that 
combi""d purchaaing was the economic object in the formation of 
Gilds Merchant; the right of CJWi~ or of sharing in the purchases 
made from a stranger in the town, would be of great importance 
when there were but few opportunities of purchasing at an. As 
these opportunities became more frequent, or as other expedients 
for qpm bined purchasing were developed, the main economic 



652 APPENDIX. 

object of the Gild Merchant would be gone. Some such expJa... 
nation is necessary in order to account for the rapid decline in 
economic importance of an institution which had been so highly 
prized and so widely extended as the English Gild lI1erch~nt. 
But whether this suggestion as to their function and the cause of 
docline be well founded or not. one thing is clear: the Gild 
Merchant in the twelfth century WIlS not an exclusive body of 
capitalist traders who held aloof from and oppressed unhappy 
weavers. We may now turn to the history of this trade and of 
the ol'ganigations among weavers. 

(c) .There is ample evidence that tbe trade had attained 
considerable proportions in certain English centres q<iore the 
end of the reign of Henry I .• for there were gilds of weaver. in 
Winchester and other towns in tbe thirty-first year of his reign. 
But we can do little to trace tbe growth of the industry even in 
a. city about which our inform~tioD is so compa.ratively full. 'l'be 
inrluisition made by Henry himself I is a. •• ilellt as Domeway 
aLout weavers among tbe burge..... and that of 1148' only 
enumerates one weaver, Aldelmus, and three dyers, Ailwardus, 
Drogo and Rogerus. These are the only entries in these returns 
from whicb we can infer tbe existence of a clotb trade at all; but 
there must have been many more workmen engaged in it, as both 
the fullers and tbe weavers of Winchester were organised in gilds 
as early as 1131. and each paid the sum of £6 annually as tbe 
equivalent of a mark of gold;} j &8 there are numerous entries in 
whieh no calling is specified there is no con6ict in our evidenee. 

Weavers' Gilds existed in otber centres at thi. date_ The 
gild in London was perhaps the largest. as it was rated most 
hea,~ly~ the members bad to make an annual contribution of 
£12. and apparently this was beyond their power'. There were 
also gilds of weavers at Oxford' and at Lincoln' each paying £6, 
while at Huntingdon tbere was a weavers' gild whicb paid 40/-'. 
Subsequently a weavers' gild is heard of at Nottingham'. and 
anotber at York which paid DO 1 ... than £10'. They seem to 
have been recognised institutions which were increasing in 

J Liber Winkm, D. B. n. 531 uq. t Ibid. 642 kq. 
• Pip< Boll (Record CouL) 81 H. L p. 87. 
• Ibid. 2 H. II. p. 4. In 31 H. L they paiIJ .f16. We find an aecamnlating 

:;~ t& ~o~. ~~ ~f,Uwt;) &/Bp.W:=~ ~oldw:~~ ~~r~: ~~ 
year. They fell £4 in a.rreara in 14 h. IL p. 2, bot wipe!l off the d~l,t ae well as 
the l:)'DleIIt tor the current year by giving .nS in 16 H.lL, Pipe Roll &e. p. 170. 

year,S;' ~e~ ~ 'Q ,~; ~c!s e:r;M":,;f ~:m! were ~=be~J~t 
p. 6. Their annual rate was one ounce of gold or 15/. Ot ru. p. 69, PiJ!8 BoD 
Soc.), n is eur10UB that 80 maoy of these gild payments are in gold. The hUo of 
gold to silver is Dot quite cle.1r; in the cue of the Wineh.elt.er Jew. thirteen 
1DIll'ka of silver were carried over ... debi of 1 mark of gold (11 H. IL 42. 12 H. 
n. 1(4); but this was probably. partial remillBion., ILl the debt .u eventually dis
charged (13 B. n. J78, by the payment of .£6 in Iril"er. This .... the reeogDillt'd 
~~ for computing gold paymeuta (laJ. far the ounce and .£6 for the mark) aud 
It gIves a ratio of 9 to L 

• 81 H. L Bee. Com.. p. 109. f 81 H. I. p. t8. 

: ~Hli.~(;;rd~~~:)':.'~~k p. 46. 
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number, but the regularity> of the entries regarding them p ..... 
cludes the idea that similar organisations existed in other towns 
without being mentioned. The character of the Pipe Rolls is so 
different from that of Domesday that we are justified in regarding 
these entries as specifying certain exoeptional organisations. 

If the conditions of the twes have been correctly described 
above, and weaving was being introduced intq the country, not as 
a household occupation but as a trade for the market, we can see 
that there was considerable economic excuse for the formation of 
gilds with special powers. The men who were working for pur
poses of trade would wish to have their cloth recognised as 
possessing a character of its own, to which the product of house
hold 100 .... had no claim. They would desire to superintend the 
industry, and to give a repntation to the cloth manufactured by 

, their members; and the gild system, whatever were the special 
privileges they procured', generally offered the means of attaining 
such' objects. Gilds, as the organisations of a particular craft, do 
not appesr to have been known in England before this twe; but 
the tradition at least of ~ch organisations had survived in some 
of the continental cities, and the thing itself was probably· 
familiar to the /rancigen1J6 of the twelfth oentury. The 
cordwainers of Rouen bad a gild granted them by Henry I.' and 
the tanners by Henry IV; while at Cologne there was a gild in 
a special department of the weaving trade as early as 1149'. 
Another craft unconnected willi the cloth trade which had a gild 
st this time, were the bakers of London '. Like the London 
weavers they seem to have been too heavily rated'. It seems 
probable that the baking trade in .. populous centre was in the 
same pbase of transition as weaving, and that there was an 
economic reason for the formation of these gilds when a-useful 
art which had been a domestic occupation came to be practised 
as a trade for the market. 

But whatever the economic reasons for the formation of these 
weavers' gilds may have been, it is clear that when once formed 
they had not only an economio but .. political character. They 
were the organs through which a oertain amount of taxation W88 

regularly paid. The .. nnual.contributions of the members were 
net made as part of the ferm of the town, but were answered 
separately by the gild, or by the sheriff on its behal£ The pay-

1 There are however some apparent omiuioos: there is DO entry for HUDting~ 
don in 6 H. II. and. the payment in 7 H. lL p. 48. is made at the old rate with DO 
mention oJ. arrears. So the Oxford paymenL is noL uumUoned either in 6 or 6 
B.IL 

fa The Charters of Henry U. and of John to the men of Nottingham, with the 
e:I.(:lu8ioo privilege for cloth within ten lesgue8 may be noted in this connection. 

8 DUl'Sllge, .,.b t70Ce Co"esariua. This was as we have seen a craft which had 
aD orgallil:l8.tion ali Oxford. 

: ~1::~~8RL:;:,.l:ng::';:!~D~:;'':'unak. "!~B~ fi.~: 4 (Bee. Com.). 
7 In 4. B. D. &c. Com. they were £4. 10". in debt, p. 114; in 6 H. II. Pipe lton 

Soc. p. 2. £10. lOs.; in 6 H. n. p. 13, £16. 10,. (ib.). We then hear no more of 
Uuom till 10 H. n. (ib.) p. 21, when they pay for three-quarters of the year ali the 
old rate (£{i per an.). 
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ments were not special fin~l: but regular contributions. Occa.
sional payments there were, as when the cordwainers of Oxford 
had their gild reconstituted; but some of these had a political 
ch'>racter, for the Lincoln weavers' paid 40/. for two fugaWr ... 
that they might have their own customs, according to the King's 
Brief. When the weavers of Winchester were reconstituted in 
1165, they paid a fine of one mark of gold "pro consuetudinibus et 
libertatibus suis habendis et pro eligendo Aldermanno suo"; while 
they also agreed to pay two marks of gold annually for the future'. 
The regular payments also had a political character which comes 
out in the first entry respecting the fullers of Winchester, who 
contributed a mark of gold" ne disfncisnt Utlagos" in 1131'. 
Similarly it was a charge in regard to which the p..yment of 
Danegeld by the Huntingdon weavers was taken into account'. 
This fiscal' and political character is interesting, for the English' 
Gilds had their parallel in this point with institutions in Nor· 
mandy; according to an inquisition of 1199 the Rouen f4llers 
and dyers were responsible for the repairs of the walls', so that 
the organisation of trades for fiscal purposes was in use in Nor· 

. mandy at the close of the twelfth century. 
The employment of trade organisations for fiscal purposes is 

of course natural enough, and we find analogies in many places. 
But it is interesting to find this fiscal system existing side by 
side in certain towns, with the more usual English method of 
local taxation and assessment of a house rate. It seems as if the 
members of the weavers and other craft gilds were taxed by one 
method and the other inhabitanta by another, and there is SOme 
evidence that this arrangement survived in London till Tudor 
times. I have already suggested that there is a possible explana.
tion oi this political anomaly on the supposition that the members 
of these gilds were alien settlers for whom a special system was 
provided, just as in the Domuday period the Jramcigenae of 
Shrewsbury lived under special conditions or were assessed on 
special terms. Just as the Steelyard in London, or the Jewry' 
in any town, was a special community with special privileges 
and special obligations, so may the gilds of weavers haye been
a fiscal group of men who were not of, though residing in, the 
borough where they lived. The men belonged to trades, which 
were at all events simultaneously, if not previously, organised in 
the &ame fashion on the Continent; and tha chief of these trades 
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60urished in Flanders long before it was pra.clised here as a 
trade. It is at least a plausible hypothesis tha.t the weavers' 
gilds were the political organisation of aliens " who were neither 
deported from England by Henry L nor expelled by Henry II., 
though they were not at once absorbed in the life of the towns 
where they lived. 

If we assume for the moment tha.t this hypothesis is con'eCt, 
it servea to give an adequate explanation of a.nother group of 
facts-the evident unpopularity of the weavers as a class in 
certain towns in the thirteenth century. The exceptional position 
of theae aliens, even though it was an onerous one, would give 
a focus to the jealousy of francigenae which was felt in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. In those town. where they were 
specially orga.nised for fiscal purposea, a.nd therefore exempt from 

'contributions to the ordinary burdens, their mere existence-
like that of the frfllMigenae residents in Shrewsbury,-as non· 
conttlbuting householders, w'ould he a grieva.nce. Taxation was 
felt to be oppressive and was sometimes defrayed with difficulty. 
The officers of the Norman Exchequer may ha.ve been more 
lenient tha.n the modern Income· tax Commissioners, but they 
doubtless did not make remissions to a town on account of its 
poverty, without due cause'. That the men of Winchester, 
Oxford, Beverley and Marlborough should do their best to ex· 
elude prosperous weavers, who did not contribute to the rates, 
from the privilegea of citizenship, was only natura.! enough. 

Such is the suggested explanation which Professor Ashley 
says I ha.ve read into the facts, instead of deriving it from them. 
I am not sure tha.t I understand the distinction he intends to 
draw. The elements of menta.! activity and imagina.tion ha.ve a 
part to play in the progress of all science; I put forwarli my 
explanation tentatively as an hypothesis, I ha.ve examined a great 
deal of evidence which was unknown to me when I wrote, and I 
find unexpected confirmations of the hypothesis on. every side, 
while I ha.ve found nothing to con1lict with it. The whole 
argument rests 8G much on isolated pieeea of evidence and on a 
tissue of probabilities that it does not amount to a proof, but 
I think there is an increased presumption in favour of the ex· 
planation adopted in this book four years ago. At least I trust 
I have cleared the ground by giving additional foree to Dr Gross's 
contention tha.t the alternative explanation of the weavers' dis. 
abilities,--<>wing to supposed oppression by Merchants-rests on 

• a misconception as to the composition of the Gilda Mercatoria; 
oonsiderable ingenuity will he required to reconcile the evidence 
now av!Plable with tha.t opinion. 

" The names of ihe weaver s.nd t.be dyers in the Liber W"mton are at alleventa 
favourable to this opinion. 

on ~~~~J~~·~B!!'=:~ SB.'i.~l= :'2~) ror ':~~~. 55) 
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F. PROTECTION OF NATIVE INDUSTRY. 

Mr Hubert Han has caJled my attention to an inte,· •• ting 
proclamation in the Close Rolls, 19 Ed. II. M. 54, and has kindly 
transcribed it for me. 

De proclamando ne quia cardones terram Warenciam &0. 
extra regnum defeITe vel transmittere praeeumat. . 

R ... vicecomil' Norhumbrelande, salutem. Cum pro com
muni commodo et aisiamento populi regni nOBtri ac terrarum. 
nOBtrarv-m Hibernire et WallliB per nos at cODsilium nostrum 
ordinatum sit quod stapula lanarum. coriorum et pelliumAlanutarum 
in certis locis infra eadem regnum et terra. et non alibi tenestur; 
quodque nullus dictorum regni et terrarum, quibusdam personia' 
dumtaxat excepti., utatur post festum Natalis Domini proximo 
futurum panno de propria emptione sua post idem festum' extra 
praedicta regnum et terras facto; jamque a nonnullis intellex
[erimus] quod quam plures de partibu. Flandrim BrabancUe 
et aliarum terrarum ex.terarum facturam bujuBmodi pannorum 
in regno et terris pro viribua impedire satagentes omnes cardones 
qui Tasles vulgariter nuncupantur quos in eisdem regno et terris 
invenire poterant et sine quibus hujusmodi panni fieri nequiuntj 
nec non terram arti fullonum aptam, Warenciam, wayclam 
butirum at alia. lactune pannoJ'llm necessaria post ordinacionem 
illam emerunt, et ad partes exteras daxerunt et traDJDDiserunt 
et adhuc indies ducore et transmittere non desistunt, at . quod 
nequius est, herbam et radices cardonum emernnt et radicitu8 
evelli fecerunt ad ea.s ad partes exteras transmittendas, in ipsius 
poptlli noalri dispeudium non modicum et jacturam ac ordina
cionis prrediclle illusionem manifestsm. Nos volentes hujusmodi 
maiiciis obviare in hac parte tibi prt.reipimm firmiter injungent.es 
quod in singulis lacis in balliv .. tua tam infra libm-tates quam 
extra ubi expedire videris, publico proclamari et ex parte no,Ira 
firmiter inhiberi facias nequis mercator alienigena siva indigena 
sive alios quicumque hujuamodi cardonea t.e7TaID. Warenciam way~ 
dam butirum aut alia hujua factu,... necessaria extra eadem 
regnum et terras au b g"an forifactara noBtra deferre vel tran .... 
mittere nec hujusmodi herbam seu radices emere vel evellere 
pr ... nmat vel deferri aut transmitti, emi vel evelli ad _ ad 
partes exteras transmittendas faciat quovis modo. Et.i eos 
post hajuswodi proclamationem at inhibitionem invenms contra 
facientes, tnnc eos cum cardonibue terra Warencis wayda butiro 
herba et radicibue illis sine dilatione arestari et 8ub a""lto salvo 
custodiri fa.ciaJJ quousq ... aliud a nobiB hahueris in mandatis, et 
nos de nominibus hominum ac valore bonorum sic arestandorum 
reddas sub sigillo tuo de tempore in tempus distincte at aperte sine 
dilatione certiores. Tesu Reg. apud Saltwode primo die Jun;;. 

Eadem modo mandatum est singulisvicecomitibuaper Angliam. 
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Clock makere. 809 
Clontarf, 94: Do 
Cloee. 528 
-Bolla, 656 
Cloth. exporled, 193, 305, 416, 423 D ••• 

447. 469. 646 
- imported. 2 D., 130 D., 180 n., 

190 D., 806, 430, 435, 647 
- lineu, 853 D. 
- woolleD, 853 D., 428. 430 D.. 

435, $15, 618, 520 
- .. orated, 485, 518 

Sa Asa~ Drapery, Weaving. 
Clol.ball, 44 n. 
Clothes. 129 n.., 281. 810, 635; '" 

Livery 
Clothiers, alien, 426 
- capitalill&. 488. 623, fU n., 

645. 548, 601 I., 654 
- artiau.n, 437. 524 
Cloth maDuCaeinre. 191. 428. 449. 

623, M4 t., 562, 646 f., 652, 658 
- domemo, 190 D. 
- eDeouragemeDi lor. 192, SOJi, 

808, 4S4, 616 
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Cloth manufacture, improvements in, 
435, 5Ui 

- materials for, 19S, 3OS, 425,426 
- nativ~ 192, 378, 4S4: 
- regulation of. 192. 822. 4811, 

436 D •• 441 
Cloiliwouer8. 508, &16 
Oluniao, 209, 275, 629 
Cnighl, 130 Do 
CDighten gild. 129. 219 
Onu;, 102, 127 n., 128 Do, 18&. 140, 

188 
. Coal, 1. 2. 12. 279 

Coal merchant, 229 
Co-aration, 44 n-
Coasts.J.10. 411, 498, 646 
Cobden, Richard, 428, 488 
Cobham, Sir John de, 450 D. 
Cooket. 278 
Coggeshall, 634 
Coeware, 434 
Coinage, 116, 117, 121 f., 164, 158, 

284, 826 t '" 336 n., 354. 866. 362, 
~ 542, 542 n., 646 f., 564 

- Angla-Saxon, 48, 49 IL, 89 
- Arabi8~ 88 • 
- circulation of, 2M and n., 862, 

898, 464, 545, 554 
- clipping, 286 n .• 482, S4:2 
- debased, 283, 859, 488, 541, 

"642 r., 662 £ 
. ".....:.- denomination of, 858 . 

- foreign, 288, 284 Do, 816, 326 f .. 
862,643 

- French, S56 
- gold, 147 n., S05 D., 827 n., 

828, 829, 858, 432, 64B 
- in Ireland, 94 D. 
- Seottiah, 829 
- Silver, 828. 864, 858, 686 .... 

542 and Do 
See Money. 

Coke, John, 519, 68611. 
Colchester, 229, 885 n., 420, 607, 

654, 640 and n., 656 n. 
Ooldingham, 72, 175 n. 
Colleges, 181, 451 n. 
Cologne, 188. 194, 197, 816, 868 
Coloni, 66 
Colonisation, 89 
Oolony, 66 
Columbus, Christopher. 89 .... 4711, 

476, 476. 601, 502 
- Bartholomew, 601 
Oombe. 636 
Oombft!.ations, of labourers, 852, MS. 

628. 586, 544 and D. 
- of merchants, 292. BOO. 646, 

644 and"n. 
Oomburgenms. 221, 650 
eomes, 102 . 
Comion, 297, 887. 889, 479 

CoDlitatns, 52, 66 
Commendation, 101, 102, 103, 142 
Commeroe. 9, 17. 18, 183. 262, 868, 

867.868,880,473.647,566, 566 
- Engllah, 298, 474. 049 r., 650 
- intermUDicipal, 186. 249. 302, 

880 
Se~ Merchants. 

Commissariat, 277 
Commissioners. 162, 168, 177. 29G. 

682. 649. 644 r .• 656 
ColDIDodore. 426 D. 
Commona. House of, 266, 267, 278, 

313, SU, 841, 861 n., 868, 875, 
817. 405, 548 

Common Council, 888 
Common Weal. Disoourse of the, 

552. 585 f. . 
Commonwealth, 366, 866, 867, 660, 

562 
Communal prosperity, 247 
Communes, 18S, 185, 856 
ColDIDunitaa, 856 
Community. 78, 78 Do, n3, 247, 

368 
- village, 45, 111; see Village 

8u Commonwealth. 
Commutation, 106, 118 and n., 167, 

212, 215. 231, 233, 897. 462 
Companies, Joint Stoak, 606, 525 
- Drapers, S38. 382 
- Fishmongers, 382 
- Grocers, 820 0., 824, 838, 881, 

494, 522, 620 
- Livery, 16, 878, 876. 881, 888 n., 

416. 548 
- Mereers, 824, 8ss, 81!!., 494 
- Merchant. 180 D., Sll. 8S3 D., 

415, 460, 648 
- Russian, 89, 505, 521 
- Turkey, 494, 521 
- Vintners, 888, 882, 896 D-

Se, Merchant&. 
COmp .... 88 
CompetitioD, 22, 11.5, 250, 544 
- and ouatomary prices, 880.458, 

460 f. 
-.:..... in trade, 815 
- of foreigners, 291, 429, 448, 

459, 645 D. 
Compostella, 418 
Compotus Bolls, 285, 236 D •• 591 
Computation, 119, 128, 124, 125 
Confederacy, 899 D., 448 
ConftsoatioD, 488, 681 
Coniee-, 644 D. 
Connectiout. 90 
Oonquest, English, 68 
- Norma.n, 78. 82, 86, 118.174, 

246, 548, 641 
Oonredium. 668 
Consolidation, 270 

404-2 
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Conspiracy, GBG Do; ,u Combi. 

nations 
Conslable, 549 
Constance, Council o.f, 468 n. 
Oousta.ncy of employment, 390, 4890. 
ConstantIne, 107 
Constantinople (Byza.ntium), 14:7, 

184, 185, 196, 199. 493 

8:::.t:,ti:f.;, ~9r 494,49& 
Oonsumer.. 266, 8n, 877 
OonsumptioD, 297, 818, 322 
Conle lngualesi, 634 
Continent, 182, 266, 442, 542, 649, 

651, 654 
Contract, 164 
Contractus mntlS, 558 D. 

Convention of Royal Burghs, 285 n. 
Convertible husbandry, .,. Hus-

bandry 
Ooopers, 514 
Ooopertores, 568 
Coote, Mr H. ., 55, 98, 107 
Copyholders, 5, 462, 588 n. 
Oorbett, Mr, D., 168, 115 D.. 
Cordova, 33 D. 
Cordwain, 9 

co~:rm: :5&~O~~:~lri~~4,a8:S1~; 
652 ., 653 I. 

°en, 614 

rc~ ~94:4 
CIh'D, 12, 195, 2116, 408,451 n., 482 
_ bodgers,' 565 
- bouniy I 468 D~ 565 
- expor'S of, 66 n., 406, 447, 

· ~ai:;po~ 407, 447 
- laws, 378, 406, 447. 471, 651 
- prioo of, 250, 334, 468, 526 I., 

680 n., 543, 6« D., 647. 668 
- protection {or eomgrOW81, 877, 

406 f. 
· - tt'Sde in I 65 D., 195 
Cornhill, 176 n. 
Comwaillo, Ralph, 366, 861, 365, S66 
(I-wall, 65. 166 D~ 283, 488, '28 
Cornwallis, Lord, 108 n. 
Coronation, 205 -
Corporations, 648 
Corps de MeUer, 245 D., 806 D.., 849, 

362 
· Corsi.... 198 
• Oorveaarii ••• Oordwaioera 
• Cosmography, 605 

C08& of production, 200, 461 
CosyD. Petro., 176 D. 
Cotarios, 168, 648 i '" ,",D Cottar 
OotenuD, 268 
Oo-tillago, 78 n.; .u 00-_ 
CoIsollo, 107, 168 

Ootswold, 628, 630 
Oottagers, 233, 2a3 n. 
Oollages, 283 n. 
Oollar, 164, 170, 179 
Cottons, 621 ".' 
Council, 642 
COUBter, 610 
Conn, 166 D., 191, 214 
Court. Ecciesi&!;tical, 145, 207, 251, 

861 n .• 867, 377 
- Leel, 213, 2a7, 247 
- ManorieJ, 113 D .• 4.50 n. 
- Pie Powder, 181, 4;;2 
Court Bolls, 236, 831, 682 n. 
Coventry, 174: D., 223 n., 404, 419, 

436 D., 4.46, 456, 607,662.0., 615 • 
- Gilds, 259 no, 864 Do, 884, 622; 

Bakers, 8S8n., 843; Cappers, 850; 
Dyers, 43S; Shearmen, «2; 
Weavers, 444 

Coverlets, 519 0 
Oovilbom. Pieciro de, 477 
Covin, 484 
Oow, 107, 530 It. 
Oowbridge, 50" 
Cowes, 492 • 
Cowgate, 623 Do 
Cowherd, 2a8 
Oran gilds. 129 n., 836 t, 883, 436, 

441 f., 460, 664, 662 I. 
- decay of, 876 n., 876, 436, 446, 

609, 621, 640 
- and Gild Merehant, 843 I., 

661 I. 
- nationalisatioD of, 486, 4fl. 

447, 618 
- objects of, 940, 842, 883 IL, 

441, 609, 653 
- officers of, 284, 430, 619 
- probable origin of, 190, 887, 

653 f. 
Crafts, 68, 100 D., 189 IL, 486 , 
Craftsmen, 192, 412 D., 442, 4f.i9, 
. 641, 650 t.j _u Artieaoe 

CraveD, 631 
Cree, 6430.. 
Credit, 12, 22a, 249, 862, 486 D .• 

6500., 6M D. 
Creigbton, Dr, 829 D" 381 D. 
Crime, 112, 129, 237, 891, 8tt! 
Crimea, 1~ 
O ..... rdo. 288. 28S D., 8\17 
Crocche8trende (Cromeo). 63"1 
Crocen.atooa (Croxtoo), 635 

g~:da6~roWlan.d), 640 0 
Cromer, S85 D. 
Cromwell. Tbomaa, 489, 490 
Crose, Market, 80 
Or_land. 67. GtO 
Orowley, 656 
0""",,648 
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Crownrights,178,174n..'971.273,650 
- jewels, 984, 400 

Su Influence.. 
Oro.d .... 632 
Oro.ton, 635 
Crusade .. 143, 152, 199, 475 
- objects of. 146 
- commercial effec~ of, 89, 147, 

11)6, 196, 198, 205 
-.and towns, 212 
ewron, 6ao n. 
Cultivator, 38, 40 t. 48, 62 f. 
Culture, la Tillage 
Oamberl&nllt 60 n. 
Comber!Jere, 632 
Cumbria, 60 n. 
Cumhal, 86 n. 
Onpar Angl\8, 629 
Cnp.2950. 
~ucy, Bee Coinage 
Curriere, 614 
Cartilagee, 233 Do 
Custom, 44, 16B, 178, 211, 214, 228, 

248, 263, 269, 646; Bee London 
Customers, 278, 2SS, 288, 290, iUa, 

816 
Customs, 128. 174 n., 277 f., 288, 

298, 411, 504, 649 r. . 
- decay in, 434, 490 
- excessive, 176 n., 277 
- foreign, 174 n., 808 n. 
- rego.l&tiOnB, 894 
- revenue, 149, 277. 288, 296, 

298, 813. 817, 482, 551 
- the Greet (on Wool), 550 

8u Customers. 
Custom House, 824 n. 
Custuma, Nova. or Parv .. 277, 278 
B. Cuthbert, lOB • 
Cutlers. 940 n. 
__ Company, 840, 521 
Cypru .. 274 

Daggere, 406 . 
Dagobert, 86 D. 
Datry I 238, 528 D. 
Damnum emergen&, 257 
DtLoegeld, 102, 105, 112, 118, 126, 

127,189.141,151,162,164,178n., 
175 D., 188, 664. 

DaDelagh, 91, 118, 126 
Danes, sa D., 50, GO, 610., 82, 87 f., 

lIB, 14.2. 17B, 869 
- eiatributioD of, 89, 91, 98, 178 
~ aod Hanaarde, 417 
- 68 explorers, 88, 90, 91 
- as merobants, 88, 98, 114 n. 
- 88 plunderers, 2, 61 D •• 65, 91, 

Ill, 148 
- in Ireland. ~D •• 174 

i; Dnnube, 196, 478 
DauziS, 49'1 

Darley, 6S9 
Dartmouth, 4BO D., 507 
Davenport, Miss F. G., 402 D., 671 
Daye, 600 
Deacons, 348, 849 
Dealers, 8Bl, 651 
Death, sao 
Debasement, .~, Coinage 
Debts, In. 287, 895 
- of foreigners, 282, 802, 426 
- pressure of, 112, 208 
- reoovery o~ 222, 281, 802, 410 
- registmtiOD of, 249 

See :Money-lending, Usury. 
Decay, 14, 26, 878 f., 469, 468, 488, 

521i au Bridges, Craft gilds, Fair, 
Boada, Shipping, Tillage, Towns 

Deooan, 2S4 Do 
Deeping, 639 
Deer, 406 D., 527 
Deerhurst, 167 n., 187 Do 
Defence, 410, 480 
Degree, 058 
Delft, 809 
De Montfort. lee Simon 
Denbigh, 224 n. 
Denmark. 92, 121, 183, SOl. 415, 418, 

601 D. 
Denton, Mr, 881 D., 889 
B. Denys, 84 . 
Deorham, 67, 65, 81 ..... : 
Depeforde (Del!ord), 161'h. . .. 
DepopulatioD, 404, 448, 627. oSl f., 

665 
Deptford. 497, 498 • 
Derbei (Derby), 167 D. 
Derby, 102, 228 n., 885 n.. 
Derby (Lao"".), 162, 167 
Doreforte (Dureford), 635 

~~\?':i~:y), QS9 
Dersingham, 101 D. 
Devonshire, 85 n., 430, 698 
Dialects, 68 
DiMogu.. 555 f. 
Diaz, 477' . ~ 
Diepinghe pre.'" .. S_forte (Deep. 

. ing), 68~ 
Dice, 406, 480 n. 

~~:~l~, 692 .\ 
DifferentiatioD, .4. 16 
DiIlD8J'1 809 
Dinponte, 680 
Dioleeohreeoha (Dilmle.ores), GSS 
Disabilities., manorw1 218 
Discontent, 298. 891, 899, 656 
Discourse of the. Common Weal. 

55S, 665 f., 661 
Discovery', 88, 90. 478 f., 477, 484:, 

600 r., 664 f. 
Displ&cemen' of industry. 609 
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Dissolution of monasteries, 450, 680, 
5~8 

Distraint, 281 
Distress, 870, 87l, «0, 6S8, &44. 
Ditching, 553 
Division, principles of, 18 
- of employments, 181 
- of labour, 437 
Dizon, Misa, B52 
Docks,498 
Doctrine, economic, 858, 354, 855, 

359, 562 f.; lee Price, U Bury etc. 
Documents, 23, 24, 111, 232, Ml 
Doddin,nOD, 832 D. 
Dogs, 280, 888, 406 n. 
Domain, ancient, 217 and Do 
- manorial, 106. 1M, 165, 288, 

882,576 
- royal, 148, 152. 175, 217 
Domesday Book, 1, 5, 28, 98, 100 and 

n., 101, 111, 127, 185, 158, 180, 
188, 276, 869, B99 D., 642 f. 

- compilation of, 162, 177, 233 
- completeness of, 118, 179 
- towns io, 93, 172, 220 n. 
Dominicans, 209, 238, 443 
Dominium, 99 Il. 
'Dominus Vobiscum,' 505 
Domas Conversorum, 2M, 288 
Doncaster, 97 
Dondamane (Dondrennan). 630 
Dondye (Dundee), 801 D. 
Donfermellino (Dunfermline). 630 
Dooms. 49, 128 n., 129 
Dora (Dore). 632 
Dorcbester, 178, 50'1 
Dore, 632 
Doria, Theodosio8, 476 
Dorsetsbire, 125, 435. 643 D.. 
Danai. 307 
Douce. 654 D. 
Dover, 169,220 D., 221 n., 283, BOO. 

800 n., 312 n .• 885 D., 498, 648 
Dowell, Mr 8., 548 D., 649.n.. 
Dradi.chisi (DlUl, 6B8 
DraiDage, 228 
Dtapet8, 282, BBB, 428 D •• 515, 520 
- CompaDY, 888, 882, 437 II. 
Drapery, 308 
Drax,6B8 
Dreochetlo (TreDtb .... ). 639 
Dress., 647; fa Clocbee. Lhe:r;r 
Drink"ater, Mr, 651 D. 

Droitwich, 169. 518 
Dublin, 9' D., 222 D, 2BB Do 
- Holy Trinity, 242 D. 
- trade of, 93, 106 n., 19'1 
Dudley, E., 6SO n. 
Dodley, EdmUDd, 487, 581 ..... 645, 

656, 657 
Dues. Me Customs, Tolla 
DDU, Mr, 887 II. 

DODd ... BOlli. 
DundreODIlD, 630 
DDDfermliDe, 630 
Donham Magna, 187 u. 
DDDnable, 640 
8. Dunstan, 88, 142 
DunS&oD, 838 D. 
DODwiob, 219, 278 
Doreford, 685 
Durham, 175, 886 Do 
- Bisbops of, 175, 891 D., 646 
Dutch, so. D., 446, 488, 499 
Dutchmeu.307,808 
DyeiDg,426 
Dyers, 189, 488, 614, 618~ 652, 654, 

656 D. 
Dy .. , 132 D.; ... Woad 
Dykes,2I<0 

Eagl .. , 827 
E&r~ 141, 174 n. 
Earls Barton, 187 II. 
Early English, 28, 61 
Easb,v, 634 

• 

East, tbe, 147, 829 D., B88 11.. 416. 
427, 475 f., 606, 655 

Ea~t Angli~ 45 n., 61, 91, 92, 181. 
4~5 

East Cheap, 176 D. 
Eus Greenwich, 230 
ElIo8ter, 166, 157 
E BiDdo ... (AlriDgdODl. 840 
Ecclesiaa'ics, 868 D.. 885 
- foreigny 145, 206 f. 

8.. Oourt, Chriatianity, M.".... 
&eries, Orders. 

E .... tiDg.toD. (ElhchilhamptoD). 
645 D. 

Economists, 8ll,Ml f.; fa Political 
Economy 

Economy, municipal, 246, 851 
- national. 70, 261, 264, 867 r 470, 

513, 659, 666 
- naiuraJ, 22, 106. 467, 646 
- nomadic, 81 
- yillage, 70, 77 

8u MODey. Polilical. 
Eden, 8ir Frederick, 871 
Edgar, 129 It. 
Edioburgh, 179, BOl, 1523 Do 
EdulIlDd, PriDoe, 272 ... 
Edward L, 21, 100, 191, 193, 195. 

200,2200.,235,246,249.261.298, 
800, _ D., 80;;, 814, -. 1170 

- hooochold or, 242, 24., D. 
- poli"" of, 175, 232, _, 1'10, 

273, _, 880, 875 

- and coiDlp. 219, 288, 288. 326. 
828,_ 

- and CUllom .. ISO, 218. 811 
- and foreign merchaDU, 196, 

291, lIO'I .... 316.... 8l1f, 8'J6 



" INDEX. 695 

Edward L and J.,.,., 151, 201, IOf, 
286, SSO, 8M 

- ODd 1sgislali00, 281, 288, 280 r. 
- and laulion, 158, 209 XL, !129, 

974, 97'T f. 
- and 10""", 212, 218, 264, 1167, 

979 
Edward IL, 198, 2M n.,. 991, 802 D .. 

318, 828, 876, 888, 424, 439, 670, 
676, 656 . 

- and Slaple, 811, 814, 416 II. 
- and Temp1ars, 974, 8BO 
Edward m., 9, Ml, 864, 869, 870, 

B76, 496, 649 r., 670, 641 

877~~ ~~O~~~' 976,298, 810r .. 

- and alieDs, 209, 292, BOO 
- and coinage. 326 f., 364, 896 
- and Fleminga, 267, 268, SOS, 

.12 
- and Gascons; 266, 287, 288, 

819, 394 
- and Ilalians, 289, 880, 884 
- and middlemen, 820 
- and Sovereignty or See, 268, 

B03 
- and ta:mtiOD, 209. 277, 825 
- and wages, 260, 3M f. 
- and weavers. 198, 8M I., 878 
Edwa.rd IV., 874, 887, 488, 439, 458, 

620, 546, 670 
- and oloth manufaoture, 486 f. 
- Bud Exeter tailors, 192. 841 
- and Bansards, 418, 422, 458 
- and protection, 808 n., 429, 

448 
Edward VI., 19, 488, 490 n., 495, 

497, 642 n., 661, 659, 660, 566 
Edward ~e Blaok Prince, 268 
Edward the Confessor, 2. 77, 85 n., 

88, 99, 102,104, 106, 106, 110, 1l8, 
126. 189,141,161,168,163,166 n., 
171,217, 22On., 248,6440., 6ol5n. 

Edward ~e Elder, 96, 102, 117 n. 
Edward of Salisbury, 148 n., &4, 

646 n. 
, Edwin, 141 

Edyahe, 628 
Eele, 171, 172, 181 
Egbert, King, 66, 88 
Egbert, Archbishop, 69 
Eggs, 121, 284, 888 D" 499 D., 626. 

529, B06 
Egleston, 686 
EgyjII, 196, 199, 477, 49B 
Ei~ in Ohondisgualdo (Ihiles). 

Elhe, 81 D. 
Eleanor, Countess of Leicester, W 
Elertana (Ellenon), 636 
8. Eligiu8, 86 Do 

Eliot. ~ugh. 604 

Elizabeth, 21, 264, BSS n., 380, 483, 
484, 488,497,621,660,665,666 

- honsshoJds nuder, 242 n. 
- and Hansords, 422 
- and paalure farming, 381 n., 

483n. 
- and serfdom, 402, 6B3 
- and wages, 251, 449 n.. 
Ell, 119 
- Flemish, 436 n. 
Ell_n, 686 
Elm,4M 
Elm"" 680 
Elmella, 6S0 
Elsinore, 87 n. 
Ely, 72 D., 885 n., 408 n. 
- Abbey, 163, 171 
- Bishop 01, S82 n. 
Ember Days, 600 
Embroiderers, 441 
Embroidery, 82, 294, 647 
Emperor, Men of, 181, 194. 197 
Employer, 4, 879, 401, 487, «I, 

442 n., 444, 524, 546, 662, 667 f.. 
666, 626; ... Master 

Employmenl, 890, 686, 536 n., 667 
- constanoy of, 19, 890, 4S9 n. 
- statute of, 896, 431 
Employments, dift'erentiaUoD. ot. 16. 

131,488 
EmpBOD, Riohard, 487 
Emption, 276 
Ems, 409 

E~~g~t ~'o~~ :6'8 ~~6::,8s:r' 
Endiohamo presso di Maltena. (Little 

Maries, Yedingham), 688 
Enemies, 831 n., 410, 411 n., QS n., 

434, 466; .ee Pirate 
Energy, 10, 476 
Enfranchisement, .u Serf 
English Chsnnel, 800 
Engrossers, 214, 821, 824, 4.48 
Engrossing, 260. 820. 024:, 64S, "' 

and D. 
Enh&noing prioes, 292, 800; 'tle Bent 
Eninshs (Heynings), 637 
Enquiry, Articles of, 168. 176 
Enterprise, 27. 88, 187. 460. 416. 

665, 662, 666, 64SI 
- political, 468 n. 
Environment, 20, 27 
Equality of T",..\ion, 400 n. 
Equator, 477 
Eric, King, 417 
- Bishop, 91 D. 
-~Red, 90 
Brling, 100 D. 

~:,~o~ !:~'ts~camb •. ), 101 n. 
Esquimaull:, 91 n., 114: n. 
EesorIa,898n. 
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Essebam (Ashburn), 198 
Essex, 168, 188 Do, 888, 400, 4.85, 

498, 670, 6S6 D" 64' 
EstaDlee (SIoDely), 632 
Esta.ie, mllDagement, '11, 286, 898, 

553 
Estimation, common, 253, 461 
Esturmy, William, 419 
Ethe1red, 194 
Enesamo in Chondisgualdo (Eves-

h&m) 640 
Bumenins, 56 n. 
Europe, 211, 442, 479, 650, 618, 647 
Evasions, 266 
Eveeh&m, 125 D., 518, 640, 646 
- battle of, 178 
Eviction, 629, 632, 553, 618 
Evidence. 28 t., 371; au Analogy, 

Surviv&ls. etc. 
Evil May Day, 509 
Euctions, .u Extortion 
Exchange, 114, 131, 357, 464, 466, 

546 
- limits of, 116, 466 

8 .. Bills. 
Exchanges, Foreign. 156, 288, 328, 

862, 895, 432 D., 469, 481, 486, 542 
Exchequer, 140, 150, 28S, 655 
- importanoe of, 230 
- organisation of, 156 I., 232 
- 01 Jews, 201 
Exclusiveness, 262, 398 
Exemptions, 454, 490 
,Es:eter, 127. 217D_. 278, 2810., 816, 

361 n., 416 n., 607 
- DanIS W, 93, 178 
- fair ai, 180 Do 
- gild of, 129 II. 
- synod of, 287 
- tailors of. 192, 840, 841 
- vade of, 278, 816, 416 De 
Exha11JllioD of Boil, S31 D. 

Edribilioll, Anglo-lewish, 201 t, 
205 n. 

Emu Domesday, 163, 174 
EspedieDOY, 556, 663 
EzploratioD, lee Disoovery 
E:rporianoD, limits to, 78 Do, 180, 

416; ue Bullion, Com, Wool 
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Bours of work, 842, 891, 623, 585, 

686 
HODseholder, 178, 848, 429, 431, 611, 

620. 6S0 D,. 665 
Households, 87, 41, '17, 420, 609. 

524, 66S 
- accoonts at. 242 f. 
- orga.nisation of, 239 f. 
- Royal. 243, 276 
House rate, 218, 654 • 
Houses, 32, 86, 169,172, 246n., 256, 

295 D., 862, 444, 606, 612, 624, 629, 
682, 684, 624 

- Jews', 201 
- Tudor, 242. ate Steelyard 
Houton, 240; Ie, Holton 
Hoveden, Boger, 87 D. 
Bow, 450n. 
Howard. Lord High Admiral, 498 
Howard, Lord W., 242 n. 
How&l'd, Sir Edward. 491 
Haberl, 161 
Hugh, Bishop, 176 
- Bigod, 648 
- of Grantmesnil, 648 D. 
Hugh the Limebumer, 340 D. 
Hull, 227 D., 278, 279 D., 816, 886 D •• 

411 D'I 418, 416, 420, 496, 607 
HumbresWD, 689 
Hundred, 44, 101, 126 
HUDdred Rolls, 100, 176 f .• 198. 216. 

288, 211. 8U, 869. 404 
Hundred Years' War, 298, 422 
Hang&rian, 89 
Huns, 184 , 
Hunting, 12n., 82. 850., 169. 406n.. . 
HuntingdoD. 168, 160, 161, 191, 

886 D .• 652 f. 
- CanODS of, 160 • 
HuutiDgdoDshire, 168, 160 D, 179. 

456 n. 
Husbandma.n, 643; 553, 560, 668, 

565 
HU8bandman's Bong, 271 n. 
Husbandry. 71. 632 Do. 684. 663 
- Convertible, 75, 627, 628, 529, 

682, 653 
- Treatises on, 71, 238, 239, 

652 f. 
S.. Agriculture, Three-field. 

Tillage. 
Husbands, 406, 634 
Husting, 93, 181 D., 224, 4:62 
Buvelin, 182 D., 311 D. 
Byudman. H. M •• 439 
Hypotheaia. ti56 

IOBloDc!, 45 D., 84. 89. 98, 293 D, 
418, 419, 419 D., 476, 492, 601 D. 

IokDeild Road, 181 
Ideas, 17. 552 
Idlen .... 637, 658 f. 
Ilcheeter, 608 
nchODO (Hillon, Stds.), 63~ 
IlluminatiDg, 25, 81 
Immigration, 188, 806, 480, 641 f., 

648 
Imports, 182, 19G, 818, 426 t., 4BO D. 
- policy regardiug, 180, 299, 817, 

896, 426. 429. 481 
ImpositioD&, 650 
Impotent Poor. 641 
loch. 119 ,. 
luoomes, 680 D. 
ludi.. 78, 85, 100, 889 n. 
- analogies with, 26, 88n., 97 D., 

~ D;~:!sDi'o~71~8, l~;;'J 112,.148 
- trade with, 478, 606 
Indies, 416, 4.85, 606; lee East 
Industry, 7, 8, 12n., 18,17,18,22, 

77.137,179.262,646. 665 f •• 842f. 
- depresaioD of, 878. 440 
- displacement of, 609, 611, 618, 

520. 551 
- domestic. HI 
- household, 192, 246 
-local,65 
- planting of, 298, 804, 482, 626, 

6411. , 
- regulation of, 842, 848, 880, 

481 f., 656 

Se:a!:~~ete~:!t:~n~P:=~:: 
lue, 76, 79. 101 D. 

In(angenethief, 684 
InfioeDC8, Roman, 20 0., 80, 49 D., 
, 56, 60. 98, 107 t. 184 
- of curreDt opinion, 10, 253 f., 

aoo 
- of merchants, 270. 868, 874, 

379 t. 896, 471 
- of the CroWD, 29, 67, 133, 

136, 148, 212, 276, 802 D.., 87' 
- of England in India, 144 

Bee Christianity, Danes. FJeminga, 
Italians, Normana, Papal 

Ing&eVonee, 80 0. 
lngold.meno (lugoldm.lls). 240 
Innkeepers, 280, 280 n. 
lnquisitio Cant&brigieD8ia, 162, 168. 

ID~tn:: ;'ieDBie, 17ln .• 17' 
Inquisitions. 162 
InscriptiODS. 2S, 91 D. 
lusperimus, 219 
In8titu~iona to benefices, 830 
In~naive, Me Tillag-e 
lu\erCUrBUB 1aIaenus, 494 
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Interest, 208, 256, 866 f., 558 and n. 
- private, 187, 479, 556, 561 

Su Usury. 
Interpretation of facts, 19, 54B 
In~toWDf S3 n. 
Inventory. 71, 174, 2M 
Inward, 141, 149 
Ipswich, 97, 222 Do, 226 IL, 261, 

278, 281, 345, 386 11., 507 
Ireland, 120, 146, 283, BOB, 460, 

501,54B 
- Danes in, 93 D., 174 
- fairs in, 827 n. 
- land tenure in, 48 n., 112 n. 
- monastic aivili.za.tion in, 68 D., 

86, t8 n. 
- trade with, 86, 178, 180 Do 
Irish, 2 Do, 90, 180 Do, 446 
_ in Iceland, 89 
·Ir~!t. 2, 12, 41 n., 65, 169, 181, 

Ironworks, 521 
Isabella of Spain, 288, 479 
Iscippilona (Siblon), 6B4 
Isle of Man. 105 n. 
Isle of Wight, SS. SOl D., 425, 629, 

682 
IspaldiDghe (Spalding), 689 
Israelites, 48 n. . 
lotall .. In Gildisire (Stanlegh), 632 
lotanreltro (Stanfield), 687 
lotanforla (Yotrat Ma.rahel), 682 
loticohi Signaldo (Stykeowold), 637 
Italian artisans, 430, 446 
---.:- Eoaleaiaatios, 207 
- finanoiers, 288 f., 424 
- merchants, 198. 816, 428 Do, 

488, 452 Do, 618, 628 
Italy, 66, 86 n., 89, 108. 804 D., 428, 

468, 474, 628 
- Blaok Death in, 880 n. 
- ooDsuls in, 417 
- intercourse with, 184, 198, 428, 

42'1 f., 4S3 n. 
- and Levant, 147, 184 
B'i;;s Fair,lSO n., 186 n., 226 Do, 

Ivory, 114-. 116, 1S2 n. 
hola di Ghoooho (L of Wight), 682; 

.ee Quarrer . 

Jacobs, Mr ;r., 200, 201, 206 Do 
Ja.cquerie, 401 n. 
B. James' Fair, 451, 496 
B. J&mes' Day, 88 
James L I 21, 2S1 n. 
Jay, John. 501 
Jedwortb, GSO 
Jenkiu8on, 506 
Jenke, Prof., 48 n., 78, 684 n. 
Jememuthe (Yarmouth), 821 n. 
Jersey, 120 
Jeruaalem. 147 

Jerusalem, Patriaroh of, 86 De 
Jervaulz, 631 
Jel, 196 
Jewels, 274, 275, 896 
- OrOWD, 809. 884, 400, 4UI D. 
Jewry, 654 
.Jews, 179 D., 200,206, 208, 252, 3S0, 

368, 867, 65' n. 
- coDversion of, 209, 206, 288 
- employments of, 86 D., 202 n. 
- expulsion of, 161. 206, 286, 

360, 8M 
- hostility to, 200, 201, 204:, 206, 

286 
• - statUB of, 150, 200, 206, 226, 

285, 664 
Joce1Ul, 206 
John, Biehop of loeland, 419 n. 
John de BartoD, 808 n. 
John de Twyeford, 4:48 
John, Xing, 148,146,161,152, 176D., 

190 n., 192, 194, 297, 818, 658 Do 
.John Ie Blount, Mayor of London, 

839 
John of Gaunt, 404, 414 D. 

John of Newport, 802 D. 

John L of Portugal, 414 D. 
John the Good, of France, 856 
Joint.family, 28, 86 D •• 41, 46 D. 
Josoelin of Haireiz, 160 
.Joumeyman, 847,8511,429.442 f., 

480, 609, 611 f., 618, 628, 624 
- gilds, 448; lee Servants 
Jubilee Book. 884 lID. 
Jnages, 13~, 618 
8. Julian, 640 n. 
Jalius II •• 4811 
Jamiages, 86 D. 
lung, Sir Balar, 284: D. 
JurisdiatioD, 142, 149, 174 D., 207, 

924, 227; IU Oourts 
Jus staplll&e, 811 n. 
Justices of the Peace, 876 n., 446. 

449 u., 611. 618. 636 D. 
- in Eyre, 177, 511 
Jnstinian, 269 
Justiniano, Baptista, !l94 
Just Price, IU Price 
Jutes, 64, 6'1 

Kafira, 84 D., 85 n., 64: Do 
Kailes, 406 
Kampen, 420· 
Ka.rens, 84 D., 42 D. 
Karlsefoe, 114 D. 

Keary, O. F., 49 D., 57 21 •• 89 n. 
Kegworth, 810 D. 
Ke1bam, 166 n., 167 D. 
Kelso, 630 

~:l~I,J~~, 198, 805 
- cloth. 484 
Kent, 68, 60 D" 61, 850, 888, 4.00, 40' 
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Xentish Cherries, 554 u. 
Xerseys, 486 
Kett, Bobert, 489 
Xidderminster, 618 
Kidnappers, 410 
Kiew, 196 
KildoD, 638 
Kincardin8shire, 42 D. 
King, 46, 63, 104, laB, 135, 174 D., 

231, 647 r., 560, 657, 5601., 563 D., 
564, 624, 64.8; It' CroWD 

King's Beam, 289 n., 824: 
- Brief, 654 
- Peace, 142, 145, 149, 161, 186, 

190 D., 282, 804, 569 
Kingston OD Hull, 279 
Kingswood, 632 
Kington, JOhD, 419 
Kinner, 634 
Kirkby, 639 
Kirkham, 638 • 
Kirkscot, 642 D. 
Kirkste.ll, 631 
Kirkstead, 631 
Knights Templara, IU Templara 
EDOilys, Sir Robert, 450 D. 
KnyghloD, 333 D., 645 
KovaJevski, Dr, S3 D., 47 n., 63 D.., 

830 D., ass D. 

Laball. (Le Dale), 635 
Labour, 4, 6, 18, 22, 898, 646 
- agricultural, 382, 406, 440, 

448 f., 527 
- aDd property, 99 D., 276 D. 
- productive and unproductive, 

357 • 
- reDt, 16, 106 
Labourer, 5, 68,898, 406, (M, 538, 

544,560 
- free, 169, 879 . 
- prosperity of, 20 n., 890, 489 n. 
S88.~Ddard of eomforl 6f, .30, 

Labourers. statutes 0(, 829, ~ 879, 
397, 409, 448, 584: 
See Hours, Servants. _ 

Labriuiera eli GhODtiBgua.l40 (Bra. 
eme),633 

Laeuland, 64 D. 
LagemlUlDi, lee Lawmen . :ll

La Ghal.. in Sifolco (L&nglq, 
Norfolk), 636 

LagTaziadio (Graoo Dieu), 632 
Lailand (Leyland I' 166 110 
Lalanda (Lauudo , 639 
Lambarde, Mr. 652 Do 
Lambs, 544 D. 
Lammas lands, 174 D-
Lamond, Miss, 2a8 D., 652 Do, 60. 
Lampreys, 809 D. 
Lauark, a 

Lancashire, ~ 1, 167 D. 
"Lancaster I 608 
~ Duk~ of. 886 
LaDC&strianl, 88S, 422,420,457.521 
Land, sa. a faotor in prodnction. 4, 

li, 18 ..... 
- 88signment of, 32, 41,48,46 n., 

61 
- tenore of, 47 D., 56. 99. 105 t, 

141, 217 D., 398 n., 532, 642 
- valne 01. 164, 171 D., 832 
Land tax, 112, 296 
Landlord, 4, 106, 879, 885, 464, 582, 

644, 653 t., 666; .u Manor. Lord of 
Lanfrano. 201 
Langbale. (Langley, Leic",>, 637 
Langley (Leieesters.), 637 
Langley (Norfolk), 635 
Language, 108 

t::::!d~~~5(Llantamam), 63\ 
Laroccia (Roche), 681 
Lastage, 218 
LateraD CouDcil, 286 
Latifundia, 110 
Latimer, Bp Bugb, 656, 663 D. 
La Trinitade eli Londr. (Holy 

Trinity. London). 640 
La.tten, 132 D., 4ao D. 
Lauder (Berwicks.), &4 IL, '18 
Laugbarne, 89 D. 
LaUDceston, 607 
Launds, 639 
Lavaldio, 6S1; lee Vandey 
Lavenham, 873, 886 D., 4401L 
Laventon8 (Lavington), lHo D. 
L.vual~eria (Welbeek), 6a5 
Lawmen. 93, 214 
Lawe, 263 
- Brehon, 70, 78 D., 128, 124 
- Breteuil, 211 D. 
- .Merehant, 182, 182 m: ISS, 816 
- Boman, 27, 80, 256 
- Sociological, 26 
- Welsh, 44 n., 70, 78 n. 

Bel Canon. Couria". CU8~ 
Layse, 627. 528 

~, ~~,l::Sn.,402't'16n., 
. .s1 D., 4.55 n., 682 D., Gas L, 626 

Leadenhall, 610 
League, 120 
Leaset, 185 D., 167, 405, 628, 544- n. 
- Slock and Land, 897, 4V8, '62, 

570,586 • 
Leatber, 277, 839, 4BO D. 
Leoebeboruo (Lekebom), 638 
Leconfield, 242 
La Dale. 635 
Ledesia (Leeds), 630 
Leed., 60, 630 
Lee$, 16.1 110, 227 
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LO!'alin. Council, 10~ "'I" .• '" 
L"ff6Slation, 21, 137, ~ f .. 2~li1llI, 

- IIUDlptuary, 29B, BOO, 310, 879; 

Le~~~~r'l~~' 211'tn .:-,. 226, 247, 
ass n., 385 no, 507, 647, 6S0, 
648, 650 

- JdWS at, 206, 286 D. 
- lawmen of. 214 
- predial services at, S, 114 n.. 

216, 226 
- Roma.n, 69 
- S. Mary'., 639 
Leicestershire, 643 Do 
Lekebolb. 6aS 
Leland, 621 
Lent, 117 u.... 181, 479, 499 n., GOO, 

627 
Leaton, 181, 699 
Lentona (Lenton), 639 
Leonard, Miss, 44 n.) 408, 586, 689 
Leop&rd's head, 284, 441 
Lepera, 247 D., 248 n. 
Lepers' Hoepita1, Cambridge, 1BO 
Leprosy, 247 n. 
Letteleooia (Netley [LettleyD, 632 
Letter8, 424, 505, 6S7 
- forged, 207 
- of credit, 249, 553 Do 
- of Marque, 412 n. 
- of qnitta.uDe. 235 
- of reprisal, 802 
- of safe oonduo1i, 804, 419 n., 

ns 
- pa.tent, 806, 881 D" 899 Do, al. 

446,607 
Lettley, 632 
Lev8Jlt, 147, 477, 478, 494 
Levasseur, 190 n., 839 D.. 
LeveriDgton, 454 
Lewebrefe, Ohristin, 221 
Lewes, 86 a. 128 n., 608 
LewishtLm, 86 
Leyland, 166 n: 
Libelle· of :&ngliah Polyey., 427, 

467, 469 
Liber, 6411 Do 
- Eliensis, 1 n n. 
--- Winton, 174:, 176, 666 Do 
Liberties, 190 n. 
Libollme, 268 
Licenses, 406, 490, 687 
Liohlield, 8lI6 n. 
Liebwmann. Dr, 101, 628 
Ligurians, 199, 424 
Litle. 298 n. 
Limerick, 94 Do 
Limits, 12 
_ of ucho.nj.{e. 115 
- physicBol, 14, 474 
Limnere, 840 n. 

C. If. 

Lincoln, 98, 178, 281 n., 294, S16, 
385 D., 686 . 

- bishop of, 161 
- COtmtess of, 289, 240 
- deca.y of, 816 n., 4M f., 501 
- Jews at. 201 
-Roman, 69 
- B. Catherine's, 636 
- weavers in, 652 f. 
Lincolnshire, 91. 92. 177. 802 n., 

537, 648, 647 
Lindsey, 244 
Linen, 180 n., 809 n., 419, 520 
Linen~dra.persJ 620 
Linen~wea.vers, 181 Do, 809, 809 n., 

35S n. 
Lisbon, 474, 476, 478, 501 
Li.carret (LiBkea.rd), 165 n. 
Lisieuz, 855 
Liskeard., 165 Do, e85 Do, 601 
Literature, Economio, 552 ; ,ee 

Husbandry 
Little Maries, 688 _ 
Littleport, 284 D. 
Linia, n parchctdi (Louth Park), 691 
Liverpool, 95 n., S08 
Livery, 446, 606; ,u Compa.ni.es 
Livonians, 419 
LlandatI, 650 
Llanta.rnam, 682 
Llond.ra, 640; ae~ London 
Lloyd, 601 
Load, 124n. 
Load penny, 128 D. 
- of the Peak, 124 n. 
LO:r:: i:~' 208, 266 f., B60J., 884 f., 

- gratuitous, 208, 259, 8M,580n.; 
,tt Usury 

Locke, J., 99 n., 275 n. 
Locks, 81 
Lofaalellro (La8leld), 6!0 
LoiWrers, 640 
Lollarda, 404. 
Lombard St., 491 
Lombards, 287 f., 498 
- bD.sin~ss of, 198, 860, 869 
- ·hostility to, 289, 429 

S~e Italians. 
Lombardy, 185 
£n.udon, 1'18 n., 185, 198, 217 n., 

261, 281, 288, BOOn., 819, 846n., 
888 n., 885 Do, 896, 420. 428. 
485, 444., 449, 458, 474, 544 D., 
6t7, 618, 620, 624. 628. 647, 650, 
652 f. 

- Aldgale, 451 
- apprenticeship in, 845, 449 
- Assize of buildings. 228, 267 D., 

295 
- BiBhopsgate, 451 
- Black. Death in, 988 n., 951 

45 



706 INDEX. 

London, Blanch&pletoD, 611 
- Bridge, 22R 
_ 00&1 in, 279 
- custom of, 129, 178, 218, 224, 

2S0, 291, 846 I., 848, 361 D.o, 460, 
818 

- Danish, 98 
- defence of, 410 
- Eastcheap, 176 n. 
- Flemings in, 187, 221 
- Gaseons in, 197, 818 
- Gild, 129, 219, 226,848,88811. 
- Holy Trinity, 840 
- influence of, 892 f. 
- lta.1ians in, 198, 428 f., 480 11., 

462n. 
- Jews in, 205, 288 
- Lombard St., 491 
- Mayor of, 191, 227, 837, 889, 

842 n., 860. 861 n., 881, 888, 880, 
493, 610, 614, 624 

- Mint in, 156, 288 
- Police, 280 
- Portsoken, 180 Do 
- rating in, 229,. 248. 617 
- Roman, 58, 59 
- S. Clement Danes, 98 
- 8. Martin's, 610 
- 8. Paul's, 8, 176 
- shipping of, 197, '91 
- Templars in, 274, 
- wards of, 180, 212. 888; let 

Companies, Bteelya.rd, Weavers 
Londra, .u London 
Longed.nne (Longdon). 166 n. 
Long Is~nd, 90 
LoDg Mellord, 878, 440 II. 
Looms, 624, 648, 658 
Lords, Bouse of, 638 
Larimen, 838 
Lorraine, 183. 197 
Lostwithiel, 885 n., 607 
Lot, 44, 189, 190, 191 IL, 216, 

221 n., 658 
Louth, 886 Do 
Louth Park, 681 
Loventine, 165 D. 
Low Countries, 268, 806, 819, 425, 

428 Do, 660; IU Flanders, Nether
lands 

Lubeck, 188, 195, 409, '20 
Luoc&, 177 Do, 197, 198, S38 a.. 
- Aldsbra.nd of, 198 
Luorum cessans, 257 
Ludlow, 188, S86 D.., 507 
Luffield, 640 
LuizensLrj (Leicester), 680 
Luizestrj (Leiocster), 689 
Lapset, 557 
Lushbonrnes, 327 n. 
Lu therana, 636 
LuxembotUg, 927 n. 

Luxuries, 196, 244, 424, 426, 650 
Lyme, 507 
Lymington, 885 D. 
Lynches, 44 
Lynn, 221, 227 n., 802, 885 n., 616 
- decay of, 466 
- BaD8&rds at, 196, 422 
- Jews at, 206 
- tra.de of, 181, 198, 278, 420 
Lynn BiBhop, 607 
Lyons, 197, 428 
Lyons, Bicbard, 884, 40' 

McArthur, Miss, 449 D. 
Macerios, 668 
Maobinery, 444 
Madagasoar, 477 
Madeira, 4.77 
Madi, 84 n. 
MaeDol, 111 n. {. 
Magna Carta., 9. 192, 290, 484 n. 
Magnates, 206 D. 
Magnificence, 381 
B. M_us, 93 
Magyars, 1M 
Muhommedans, 86 D., 186, 196, 476 
Mail, coats or. 50 n. 
Maine, Sir B. 8., 47 n .• 98 11. 
Mninz, 194 11. 
Ma.itla.nd, ProfeRBOr, 87 n., 61 D., 

76 D., 98 D., 96 Do, 99 D., 100 n., 
101 D., 111, 117 D., 126 and D., 
127,172 n., 174 n .• 181 Do, 186n., 
234 D., 898 11., MS II. 

Maize, 8a D. 
Major, 91 D. 
Majorca, 426 n. 
Malabar, 477 
Mlllabestia, Ricbard. 205 
Mala wlta. 277 
Malden, Mr, 284. n., 817 D. 
MlIldoD, 886 D., 608, 635 Do 
Malmesbury, 127, 523; 1M William 
Mall, 172. 680 D., 6R6 
Malteby (MaUby), 810 n. 
Mallon, 686 
Maltooa (Malton), 688, 6B8 
Malvern. 169 n. 
Malversation8, 176, 232 
Manusea, 200 Do 
Manchester, 218, 218 D.., 114, 24-7, 

4.01 IL, 620 
- Scboo~ 662 
Manous, 111, 122 
Mandoville, Bir 10hn, 476 
Ma.oerium, 112; Ie, Manor 
Manor. 168 f., 171, 176, ~1l, 229 t, 

8117 t, 646 
- aeoounts of, In. 232 r., 691 
- decay ot, 876 I., aWl, .04. f., 

460 
- ofliciala of, 287 
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M"~oor, origin of, 29, 108, 111 
- iw fiscal ch&ract.er, 112, l27, 

166 
- lords of, 5, 45, 99 n., 106, 

lJ3, 134, 166, 212 f., 840, 898, 
403 f., 621, 634, 544 j .ee Courls 

Ma.nor house, 296 D. 
Manuel of Portugal, 478 
Manufactnres, Ite Industry 
ManumiasioDS, 401, 402, 689 
Manure, 40 D., 42 and no, 578 
Maps, 476, 501, 601 n. 
M ..... hebi Inlendi,;' (Markeby), 638 
Marcianu., 66 Do 
M"arfleet:, 129 lL 
Margolb, 682 
:Ma.rga.ret, Countess of Lincoln, 2S9, 

240 
Jrlargaret, Queen of Scotland, 9Ii . ~=:~ ~:!:r~, 4fi7 
Moricche (M&ryke), 687 
Ma.risea, 636; .ee .Maitsrsey 
S. Mark, 608 
Mark, 126, 180, 229 D., 627, 629, 

652 and D., 654: 
Markeby, 638 
Market oross, 80 
Ma.rket-place, 80, 95, 246 
Markets, 8, 98, 169, 270, 4:80 D., 

461 Do, 460, 680·D., 644 Do, 668, 
646 t., 668 

- and origin of toWllS, 50, 94: Do, 
96 

Ma.rkgememschaft, 45 Do 
Markland (Nova. Scotia). 91 Do 
Marlborough, 189. 654 D., 656 
Marrook (.Morocco), 427 D. 
Ma.rseilles, 84. 197, 428 
Marshall. Walter, Earl of Pembroke, 

240 
Mart, 312, 496, 651 
Ma.rtona (Merton), 640 
ldlU)', Queen, 461, 619, 649. 660 
M&ryke, 687 
MaBha.m, 461 D. 
Mo.aon, Mr, 84 n. 

> Masonry, .u Buildings 
Masons, 884, 840 n., 847, 4-HI Do, 

441 and n., 448, 646 t, 650 
Massachusetts, 90 
Masses, 129 11;, 540 
M,,',72 
Master, 850, 851 D., 448, 4M, 609, 
6~, 644 

Materials, 857, 468 
- embezzling, 618 
- for oloth trade, 192f., 809, 426, 

488 
- for shipbuilding, 499 
- import of, 429, 434 
Mutilda, QueeJl, 143, 189 

Mattersey, 898 
II Matthew," 608 
Matthew Paris. 208 
May, John, 419 Do 
May Fair, 462 
:Mayor, 227, aas D., 841, 888, 514, 

614 n., 624 
- of the staple, 222 Do, 812, 818 

Sa London. 
Meadow, as r., 49,46,62, 78, 76, 164 
Jd~ 118 f.. 287, 268, 412 Do, 

434 
Meat, 78, 196. 499 D., 629; ,,, 

Bations 
- price of, 600 Do, S4a 
Meaux, 631 
Meoklenbargh, 87 D. 
Mediterranean, 122, 148, 186, 197, 

4.17, 473, 474, 498, 619 
Medium of excllange, 116. 122, 266 
Jdeiizen, 87 Do, 44: Do, 4:7 n. 
Jdeloombe, ~6 
Heldrede, lee Heldreth 
Heldreth, 166 no 
Melrose, 400 Do, 629 
MeltoD, 686 n. 
Mendicancy, 686 Do 
MeneBchef, 679 
Mensura rasa, 577 
Mensuration, 654 
M.ercantile System, 14., 247. 829, 879, 

882, 895 f., 48Bn., 470, 47tti., 561, 
662, 668 

Meroen.aries, 50, 106, 189, 424, 848 f. 
Mercers' Company, S24 f" S88, 881, 

. 14:r~~!~ 16, 54, 191, 2fo, 888 Do, 
859, 468, 556 r., 642, 646 t., 649 f., 
655 

_ and artisans, 20 D., 189 0.., 
228 D., 887, 651 f. 

_ Adventurers, 817 n., 840 n., 
416, 468 D., 494, 496, 497, 511. 
619, 628 

- Danish, 98 
- Esstla.nd, 888, 418 
- English, 128, 291, 819, 988, 

874, 877, 881, 887, 410, 412 n., 
416 f., 488,446,470, 474, 4~0, 606, 
649, 650, 664, 656, 669, 622 

- Flsmish, 195, 802, 815 D. 
- Florentine, 198, 208, 424 
- German, 194, 197 
- Irish, 2 n., 180 no 
-!to.lia.o, 628 
- London, 877, 883, 892, 422, 

426. 471 
- Papal, 207, 208, 867, 482 
- Ronen, 187, 197 
- Viking, 52 D. 
- Welsh, 2820.i .teAlien, Go,&. 

oon, In1iuenae, Italian, Staple 

45-2 
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Merchant Tailors' Company, 444 
Merchet, 100 D., 166 n., 678, 580, 685 
Mercia, 102, 125 
- Lady of, 102 
Meremium, liHli 
Merevo.le, 638 
MeroviDgia.n, 49 Do 
Mersey, 2, 127 D., 182 n., 166 Do 
Merton, 654, 640 
Mesaor, 597 
Meata, 814 D. 
Meta.ls,79 
- precious, 117, 12!;1, 198, 358, 

364, 433, 441, 481, 642, 64.5, 550, 
668 

- transmutation of, 482 n. 
8u Gold, Silver, Bullion. 

Metal working, 294: 
Meiere, 678 
Method,18 
Metrology, 118 
Mewt&.s, 610 
Micbaelmas, 156, 241 Do 
MichelsoD, 801 
Middeltone (Milton), 170 
Middle Ages, 416, 628, 646, 562 
Middleham, 451 n. 
Middlemen, 216,254,919,321,617, 

544 D. 

Middlesex, 163, le7, 178 D., 178 11., 
229, 248, 249 

Middleton, Prof., 72 D. 
Mieldona, 635 
Miesa In oldaraese (MaMa in Ho}.. 

demeBB),6S1 
Milanese, 487 
Milchete, -:t69 n. 
Mildew, 462 n. 
Mile, 121 
Military earl, 101 
Milk, 499 n. 
Mill, 71, 164. 169, 238, SS2 n., 400, 

446 
Mill, J. S., 21 , 
Milton, 170, 171, 171 D., 179 
Minerals, 56. 65 
Miners, 65, 65 d., 279 IL, 480, 488, 

498, 664 
Mines, 196, 859, 526, 655 
Mmt, 163 t., 283, 288, 828, 8M, 86~, 

4S3, 642, 643, 664 
- Warden of, 896 
Hir, 4:70., III D. 
Miramaudo (Mirmaad), 6S6 
MiravaUe (Merevale), 688 
Mirmaud, 636 
Miro80880 (Melrose), 629 Misery, _, 620 

Missionaries, 50, 49, M, 60, 66, 81, 
86 D., 110, 208 

Mistery, 807, ass, 889, S88, 428, 
514, 617, 623; ... Oraft gildo 

MixtilioDis, 569 
Molecatcher, 26, 94 
MolmeD, 578, 599 
Moluccas, 604 
MonacheroDe pre880 di Veruicche, 

637; .u MODketon 
Monarchs, 1~3t 488 
Monasteries, 79, 117 D., 208,276 n., 

423, 620, 6BO and n. 
- Benedictine, 209, 629 
- Black Death and, 876 
- Cistercian, 72 n., 209, 629, 

632, 68S 
- ColumbaD, 67 D., 68 D., 71, 

~ dissolution of, 4.08, 46.>, 4~8, 
626, 6BO, 630 D., 631 

- influence of, 71, 81 
- pretended, 69 
- towns and, 210 (j 

- wool trade of, 198, 428, 628; 
.u Abbeys, Monks 

Money, 174, 256 t., 827 Do, 856 t., 
898, 646, 654: 

- blaok, 858 
- commodity, 116, 12S, -'18 
- 1okeu, 642 

8ee Coinage, Commotation. 
MODey Economy, 22, 174, 242, 458, 

646 
lrIoneyers, 168, 164, 166 
Monsy lending, ." LO&ll8 
lrIOnketoD, 637 
Monks, 210 
- Black, 640 D. 
- Irish, 87 D., 89, 93 Do 
----=- Boman, 66, 207 
- Welsh, 68 n., 89 
-of Ely,l68 
- of S. Alban's, 401 

8u Monasieries. 
Monopoly, 19, 161, 200, 292, 299, 

809, 816, 826, 389 Do, 841, 868, 
883, 894. 417, 418, ~ 0., 44li, 
447,602,604,_ 

MODtesqnieu, 29 D. 
Montgomerie, 608 
Monlingamo (NoiIingham), 680 
lfontpazier, 246 n. 
Montpellier, 86 D., 199 
Kon1lmeDts, U. 25, 910., 108, 187, 

294, 899, 378, 468 
Moralist., 2M, 2M, 270, 6.56 f. 
1Ilora1i'y, 9, 29, 876, 467, 666, M9 
- commezoial, 247. 465 0 
- currenl, 10, 201. 269 j IU 

Ohristiani.,. 
Moray, 186 
Morcar, 141 
More, Sir Thomae, 468 D., 626, 666 
Morgbana (Margam), 682 
Mon-,606 
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Morocco. 477; BU Gibraltar 
Mortality, 831 n., 883 
Mortmain, 278 
Monon, Cardinal, 486 
Morton's Fork, 487 
Mosoow.506 
Mount Hope Ba.y, 90 
Moveables, 174, 248. 296-
Howa'. J. G. L.t 73 JL. 
Mowing, 834, 679, 599 
Muinamo (Newenham), 683 
Millier, Professor, 418 n. 
Mundie, Sir John, 510 
Municipal Records, 246 
Municipality, 26. 211, 225, 246, 24.6, 

806, "68, 636, 6a9 
Muniments, 401 
Munain, 897, 462 D., 605 
Muscovy, Duke of. 606 
Mbolmans, 86 Lj '" KahOJJlllL8.. 

MutwD. 807, 629 
Mutuum, 256. 
Mylner, Jakke, 400 n. 

Nadford. 1M D. 
Na.il, 119 
Nantes, Edict of, 9 
Naples, 626 
Nationaliao.tioD, .. OrganisatiOD, 

national 
Na.tionalities, 468 D., 470, 479 
NsturalisatioD. 288, 481 D. 

Navia-atioD Act in XIV. century, 291, 
878, 881 n., 894, 409, 471, 490 

- in XV. oen'ory, 414, 427 
- under Tudors, 490, 561 
Navy. 394, 409 D •• 409, 4.10 D., 412 Do. 

4:13, 469, 479, 481, 481 0.., '90. 
490 D., 491, 499 

Naworth, 242 D.. 

Neatb,682 
Necess.itas Trinoda, 68 D., 1M 
Needham, Raben of, 174 Jl.. 

Negro, 634 Do 
Neilson, N., 11S D., 179 n. 
Nennius, 60, lOS 
Netherlands, 807, 424, 494, 496, 

509n.; ,eeFlandera,LowCountriea 
Netley, 632 
Neusbam, 636 
Neustria, 91, 148 
Newboth, 636 
NewbottJe, 629 

::~:'~:,' IS: D., 281 D •• 8M D., G07 
- oustom of, 224. 848 
- trade of, 278, 279, 816, G6. 

420 . 
!ilew England, 51 n.., 91 n. 
Newenham, 6S3 
New Foretl't, 404 

Newfo1lDdland, 90, 50!!, 505 
Newmarket, 79 D. 

New Minster, 630 
Newpon (Ilon.), 508 
New Shoreham. 455, 456 
Newsteed (Lince.\, 636 
Newstead (No\t8. , 639 
Newton (Lane.), 127 D., 167 n. 
NewtoD S. Giles, 454 
New World, 470, 479, 488 
Niaholas d. Wynton, 176 n. 
Nicholson, Prof., 890 
Nietla (Neath), 6SH 
Night. work, 842 
Nihiliste, 400 Do 
Nils, 199 
8. Ninian, 9lS 
Niobottoli (Newbottle), 6H9 
Nio lI:oamere (New Iline\er), 680 
NiWoh, 245 D. 
Niuborgho (Newburgh), 688 
Niummi (Neusham). 63D 
Nizam, 2M n. 
Nobilea, 45-
Nobility, 66, fi4fi 
Noble (coin). 125 Do, 268, 30S D., 

432 n. 
Noechona paroho (Nooion), 6S9 
Nocton, 639 
Nomads, 28, 81, 82, M 11., 64 D., 

99 
Nonoabotono (N1lD Oolon), 687 
Nonyngton (BoDDington), 810 n. 
Norbonucohe (Norih Berwick), 630 
No .. ttona (Northampton), 640 

NO:~~l~'OJ ~, 6'S4 :?2 n., BSS n •• 
- assessment of, 168, 607 Do 
- Duke of, U4 D. 
- industry of, 198, 806 D., 861, 

4.35 f., 617 D.. 
NormaD buildings, 144, 188 and n. 
- oba.mcter, 148 
- Conquest. 80, 68, 118, 114, 

124, 125, 142, 165, 174, 179, 182, 
190, 869, 646, 641 t 

- intluenoe under Conteasor, 88 
- kings, 187. 140, 151. 154. 208 
- settlemen. in Sioily, 186 
Nonnandy, 51, 412 n., 484, 654 
Normans, 118, 642, 647 f., 650 
Norsemen, 89n., 51, 82n., 8t1, 89 D., 

91, 91 n., 165, 476 
North America, 88 n., 86n., 84:, 478; 

8U Amerioa. 
Northampton, 102, 198. 181 D., 

8"'0 D., 350 n., S85 n., 461 no, 507 
_ S. Andrew's. 451 no, 640 
Northampton.hire. 177 DOl 644 D. 
Norlh Berwick, 680 
Nor&h Cape, 81. 
NOl·th~Eas' Passage. 604: D., 505 
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North Biding, Itt Yorkshire 
Nol1h Sea, 57. SOl, 410 
Nonh Stoneham, 426 XL 
Northumberland, 224: 
- Duke of, 489 
- Earl of, 242 
Norihumbria., 2, 29, (SIL, 17, 6Oa., 

69. 70. 100 D. 

North Wales, 288 
North.Wes't Pa.ssage, 478, 504, 605, 

655 
Norway, 84, 89, 291, 298 u., 802, 

808. 416. 421. 492 
Norwegian, 4.18 
Norwich, 97, 178, 181, 185,802 D" 

846 D.. 3S5 IL, 410, 608, fi16. 525, 
64a. 648 

- apprenticeship in. «9. fi18 
- Henry, Bishop of, 404 
- John, Bishop of, 223 D., 227 II. 
- decay of. 507. 508 
- Francigeom W, 188, 697 
-gild.31!4 
- Jews in. 206 
- leeta, 179 n., 213, 227 
- tMe of, 281 n., 316, 625 
- and monks, 210 
-- weaving in, 435. 441 D., 616,626 
Nostell. B. Oswald's, 638 
No.tra Dama di LuizeBIIj (S. Mazy's, 

Leicester). 689 
NoatraDamadi Veruioche (B.llarTs, 

York), 638 
Nottingham, 89 d., 228 Do, 281 at 

819 Do. 885 0.,630,658 D.., 654 Do 
- fair near, 181 
- &eAch in, 179 
- price of. 814 
- weavers in, 191, 652, 658 Do 
N:G1ea presso a Tlamo (Nulley), 

Nova Scotia, 90 
NoveUuogbo (Newatead, Lines.), 636 
Novelluosho Scirenda (N .... tead, 

Notts.). 639 
Novgorod. 88. 19& 
Nun Coion, 637 
Nurembe",. 47& 
Nutley, 640 

Oatb.belper. 101 Do 
Oaths. 101 n.. 102. 339. 512. 64lI 
Oats, 74, 74 D., 831 D.. 569 
OobsnkoWBki, D. W., &u 
Oder. 198 
Offa, 84, 85, 106 
Obtb ..... 84 
Oil. 132 n.. 506. 61' 
Olaf. tr1 D., 93 

g~=.,~~ ~ 4~~::-m). 630 
Oleron, 491 n. 

Olesamo Iulendesie (Alle8ham), 088 
Olip;arohies, 464 n. 
S. Omer, 85 D., 298 D. 
Onbrestano In Lendisie (Humbres

ton, 639 
Open Fiell, " and n., 78 f., 627, 

564 
Opera. Vendita, 2M n., 286, 891, 696 
Opinion, public, 10, 258 t., 813, 354, 

360 f •• 480. 662 
Oppresaiou, by employers, 851, "7, 

624. 646 
- by merchants, 20 Do, 189 L, 

837. 340 n.. 601 I. 
Orchards, 654 0 
Orderio Vitalis, 646 f., 660 
Orders, religious, 158,274,276; '" 

Cistercian, Cluniac, etc. 
Ordeum, 667 
Ordinances, 416 Do 
- French, 839 n.. 866 
- of gild •• 446. 611 
Orduuelle (Orwell), loa n. 
Ozesme, Nicholas, 854,656,866,867, 

368 
Organisation, mercantile, 818 D., 

416 
- national, 261, 284, aBO, 408, 

436. 44l. 447, 478. 618 
- of sooiety, 101, 646 f., 655. 

659. 660 
- parocbial, 96 D. 
- piratical, 801, 409 
-tribal,44. 
Organism, 6, 7, 18, 14 
Orins.bi (Ormesby). 636 
Ormesby, 686 
Orphan&, 248 Do, 938 D., 408 
Ortob.llanda; ... NOrihumbPrlaud 
OSDe& in Cbondissualdo (Osney), 

640 
Om.,., 640 
OsieD.d, 411 D. 
Otho n., 188, 207 n. 
Otlubo (N .... both). 636 
Onnoe, 123, 125, ~ 542 
OU'-"towu, as n. 
Overpopulation, 442 
O.BrInding. 486 
Owen, 851; 6U Blake",a, 
Oxen, for W~oDS, 68 
-- paymeni8 in, 1110., 122 
- ploughing wiili, 40, G n., S2. 

'17. lOB t. 109. 128 n., 186 f., 
171 Do. 898. 680 0. 0 

Oxford. 181. 886 d.. 007. 6:i2 t 
- apprenUceship in. 449. 508 
- C1lIIWm of, 223 Do, 2"u, 226. 

818 • 
- J .... in, 286 
_. Merlo. 0011. Liln-aJ7, 286 
- 8. lUcbael's, 187 II. 
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Orlord Parliament, 192 
- weavers in, 189, 191, 669 
O%fordshire, 149 D., 200 D., 628, 

544 D. 

Oysler dredgers, Ml Do . 

Pace, 119 
Pagan, the Sberifl, 160 
Page, Mr, 75 Do, 167 D., 179 Do, 

233 D., 898 Do 
Fageanta, 297, 448 
Pagebam, .u Pagham 
Pagham, 165 Do 
PagniDi, 618, 628 and D., 629 

~=t297' 
Palladius, 554 
Palmer, Mr, 48 D. 
Pampisford, 128 n. P_., 169 
P&JlIlB!lium, 676 
Papal agents, 198. ~, 859, 868, 489 
- COrruptiOD, 146 
- pretensioILB, 145, 207, 972 f., 

479 
- taxatiOD, lOG, 207. 269, 972 l, 

S63, 878, 423 
Papas, 89 Do 
Paris, rea Matthew 
Paris. 191, 197, 268. 274, 866 
- touch of, 284 
Pa.rishes, 95 D., 118, 168, 468 Do 
ParisiaD. 852 
Parks, 627 
Parker, J. H., 279 Do 
Parkestou, 466 
Parliament, 258, 267, 818, 817, 

8S8, 886, 869, 874, 415 n., 4S0, 
U8, 492, 626, 529 f., 685 D. 

- Good, 192, 287, 298, -894 
- Orlord, 192 
- under Richard n., 892, 895 I., 

405, 408, 471 
- and alienI, 290, 292, 816 D. 
- and local institutions, 268, 880, 

876 
_ ~ and tuauon, ')t17, 295, 400, 

- and usury, 256, 861 Do 
- under Edward L, 168, 261 t. 

279, 286 
843 Legisl&tioD. 

Parmenters, 661 D. 
Parr, Dame Maud, 810 D. 
PaWnerahip, 864, 867, 868 
Pasqualigo, Lorenzo, 508 
P&8BageB, common, 819 
PastoD, 410 
Puton, Agnes, .nO 
Pastoral, 8lS D. 

Pastllre, 82, 88,40, "". 62, 78, 169t., 
288, 408 f., 448. M4 D., 666; '" 
Farming, pasture 

Patel, 112 
Patent, 501 Do 
Pauperism, 589 
Payment, in service and kind, 104., 

116, 117 D., 121 f., 127, 171, 172, 
281, 244, 266, 418, 450, 458, 465 

- by tale, 124, 158, 171, 172, 
826 0., 546 I., 644 

- by weight, 124:, 158, 171, 172, 
826. 827 n., 646 and D., 547, 644 

- foreign, 207, 826, 862. 89i. 
420 D., 433 

- responsibility for, 216, 664 
Bu Commu~tion. 

Payva, Monso de, 477 
Peeoe, of God, 145, 186, 190 Do 

Bu Kings, Justices ot. 
Peak, fue, 65, 630 
Peasants, 642; IU Classes, Oolli

'Ya~ra, Villagers, Villani 
- Revolt, 166 n., 870. 876, 896, 

898, 399, 402, 458 
Pecohe (the Peak), 680 
Peohe, 884 
Peckham, Arahbishop, 2Q4, 
Peounia. locat;a. 266 
Pedl&r, 8U, 559 
Pegoiotti, 818, 628 f. 
Pelegrym., John, 186 Do 
PeUerers, 840 Do 
Pembroke, 608, 641 
- Earl of, 240 
Pendant, 68 
Pendioe, 222 n. 
Peninsula, the, m . 
Pennant, T., 841 D., 410 Do, 498 D •• 

6MD. • 
Penny, 154, 685 Do 
- Tower, 128 n. 
Pennyweight, 12S 0., l64 
Pensions, 631 0. 
Peppeness, 129 D. 
Pepper, 180 D., 181. 478 II. 
Pepperera, 228 • 
Perch, 124, 125 Do 
Pereyaslav, 90S Do 
Perioulum BOrtis, 257 
Perot Ie Taillour, 484 Do 
Pershore, 167 Do, 640, 642 D., 648 
Persia, 606 
Persian Gulf, 4:7'1 
Persians, 184 
Persors, 640 
Perth, 802 Do 
Peruzzi, 424, 618, 628, 685 D. 
Peso grosso, 824 
Pestilence, 888t., 466, 608; ree Black 

Deeth 
Peterborough. 126 n., 176, 246, 466, 

640 
Peter's Pence, 146, 272 
PetitioDs, 892, 4S0 Do 
Petrie, Dr, 94 n. 
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Pewterers, 840 D., 951 n. 
Phear, Sir John, fj 
Philip aod Mary, 505, 519 
Philip of Valois, 266 f., 293 D., 806 
Philippa, Queen, 9 
_ of Lancaster I 414 n. 
Phoenicians, sa D. 
Physical conditions, 12, 14,97,460 
Physician, 287 
PiacenZ8, 198 
Picheringa, lee Pickering 
Pickering, 164 n. 
Picot, 170, 171 
Picts, 66, 57, 67 
Piepowder, 181, 452; Btt Courts 
Fieres de Edelmeton, 4114 Do 
Piers, 498 
Piers, William, 288 II. 
Pigeons, 644 D. 

Pigg's Case, 408 
Pigs, 163, 171 D., 284, 626, 644: Do, 

553 
Pilgrims, 84 D., 95, 288, B69, 418 
Pillory, 214 
Pilots, 497 
Pinder, 25, 98 
Pins, 438 
Pipe, Cheal Roll of the, 158 
- of wine, 820 
- Rolla, 168n., 169 n., 160, 658 
Pipewell, 638 
Pippuelle (pipewell), 638 
Piracy, 50, 188, 804 D., 846 Do, 488, 

501, 508 
- as a trade, lSI, 188 
- ohannel, 61, BOO, 315 
--- operltions agains', 92, 801 n., 

409 
- protection agai1l8i, 800, 804, 

374, 498 
Pirates, 501 
- American, 61 D. 
- Ballio, 301 
- English, 801, 421, 492 
- Flemi1lh, 802, 816 n. 
- Norsemen, 61. IS8 
- StrB.1sund, 802 no 
PiSll, 198, 411, 4S4 D.. 486 D.., 

498 
Pisans, S04 n. 
Pilitrlna., 596 
Plague, 829; 'ee Black Death. Pesu-

len .. 
Plantagenets, 144, 182, 266, 600 
Plantations, 5M 
Plant.ers, 480 
Plasterers, 884 
Plate, 256, 826, 829, 387, 395, 540, 

543, 644 
Plato, 245 
Plenty, 210, 489 Do, 447, 470, 4n, 

56li 

. 
Plough, 41 D., 42, «, 44 Do, 75 D., 

528, 568, 685, 647 
Plonghing, 16, 109, 398 
Ploughma.D, 41 n., 18 D., 119, 181, 

132, 238, 810, 891 D. 
Plumbers, 840 D. 
Plymonth, 885 D., 480 D., 507 
Poena Convtmt.ionahs, 258 
Poitol1, 818 no 
Poiwio (Powiok), 166 Do 
Pole, CardinaJ, 1)55 
- William de la, 288, 288 D. 
Police, 9, 214, 287, 279 fo, 292, 488 
Policy, commercial, 130, 28~, 265, 

::'; ,~!OEd~~~ ~~2Ed!:Jd tL~; 
Richa.rd II. 

Political conditions, 8, 14, 20 
Political Economy, 16, 230, 858, 

467, 581 .0 
- a.nd History, 21; I" Econ~ 

mists 
- Pbilosophy, 561 
Pollards, 283, B21 
Poll tax, sse, 400, 404 n. 
Polo, Marco, 476 
Ponlefrset, 386 n., 507 
Ponte roberto (Roberts Bridge), eM 
Poor, 388, 891 
Poor, Bishop, 6.50 
- Chris1ian duty re~rd.ing, 281, 

m, 877, 630 d., 686 f. 
- municipal provision for, -'08, 

686 and n., 689 
- valiant, 835, 587 
Poor Law, 401, 489, 587 fo 
Pope, 85, 201, 271 I., 443; '" Papal 
Papering be, 307 
PopulatioD, clasaea of, 101, 168, 

484 
- coDdition of, 297, 876, 888, 

587 
- decrease of, 830, 870 
- di.plaoemenl of, 58, 83, 9S 
- eatima&el aI, 168, aUl n. 
- increase of, 61, 179, IH2, 442 
- maintenance of rural, 406, 470, 

481, 531 
Port, 129 
Porter, William, 186 n. 
Portgerela, 130 n. 
Portreeve, 221 
POril, 12, 177 d., 218, 278. 279, 

285, 816, 320, 411, 4120.. 426 Do, 
480 Do, 491 • 

Ponsmoutb, 50'1 . 
Port8oken, 130 0. 
Portugal, G4, 414 D., 4U, 426 IL, 

427, 476, 4770 Ii04 0 
Portuguese, 427 d.. 473. 471. 478, 

485, 488, "'" 
P08M88io,4W 



· Potosi, 488, 655 
Pottage, 309 
Poulson, B44 
Poultry, 284, 528 n., 548 
Pound, 128, 165, 959, Me: 
Poundage, 278, 500 
Poverty, 626, 636 
Powell, Mr Edgar, 400 
Power, 134 
- balanoe 01, 479, 464 
- D&tional, 14, 266, 857, 875, 

878, 467 f., 470, 481, 551, 558, 666 
- of the Crown, 21, 66, lBa, lBO, 

148, 276, 802 n., 874 

P~=:m9~g~~il~u23~uenoe 
Preachers, _, 487, 566 f. 
Precari&e, 2M n.. 692 Do 
Predi&l, au 8ervieea 

g==~ Abbey, 685 D. 
Premonstratenaian Canons, 206, 209, 

629 
Prerogative, royal, 149, 154. 218 Do. 

271 f., 279, 862, fill, 649 
Prealeign, 608 
Preston, 608 
Preston (Kenl), 482 n. 
Prices, 630 n. 
- calcalated, 25St, 81Sf.,819f •• 

468 I., 486, 644 f. 
- competition, 268, 469, 465 
- enhancing, 292, 648 
- :ftuotaations of, 890, 460, 648, 

647 
- high, 248, 270, 814, 651 
-- interpretation of, 18, 890, 1S4.7 
- low, 815, 842 
- medimval dootrine of, 262 
- normaJ, 268 
- reasonable, 248, 250 f. j 268. 

270, 819 f., 884, 842, 460 f. 
- rise of, 816, 885, 686, 64S t. 
- ruled, 416 
- slability of, 646 f. 

8" Oom, Wool, etc. 
Priest, 162, 164 D., 831, BaS, 888 D. 

, Prima Vista, 602 
Prinoe, 231, 856 f. 
Princeps, 46, 62, 68, 109 
Printing, 467 
Prior, E. S.; 188 n. 
Prisa recta, 277 
Prisage, 149 
Pi"", 149, 281, 276, "282 
PnsoDS, 888 D. 
Privileg", 176, 280, 415, 497, 664 
- town, 189, ~12 f., 217 f., 228, 

264, 298 ". 
- of aliens. 191. 194, 197. 29S, 

818, 892, 419, 421, 497 • 
- of miDting, 155 

,.<It:.' ,%. 
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Privy Connell, 487 
Proelam&tion, 94, 888, 984, 514 0.. 

581, 642 f., 546 n., 656 
Proctor, 207 n. 
Production, cost of, 461 
Productive, .u Labour 
Profit, 864, 866, 480,58',667,669, 

666 
Progress, 18,179, 298, 294, 298, 869, 

870, 830, 890, 487 
Property, 48, 98, 99 D., 100, 166 n., 

266, 275 n., 557 
- oommon, 88, 40, 69, 99. no, 

582 
- ideal, 44 
- private, 99 
- real, 152, 295, 498 
Proportion, 560 f., 664: 
Proprietas, 99 n. 
Prosperity, 298, 878, 880, 489, 486 
- Communal, 247 
Protection, of merchants, '19, 187. 

800 f., 409 f., 49l 
- of products, 78 n., 180, 198, 

soa, 821 Do, 439, 666 
Protective legislation, for oom, 878, 

406 f., 447 
- for industry J 192, 805, 808,429, 

430,518,656; .,' Na.vigation Act 
Provost, 95 n. 
Prussia, 84, 308, 415. 4:17, 418, 

421 
Pryce, 0., 887 n. 
PtolemE81lS, 81 n. 
Purohaae8, 244. 661 
Purveyance, 276 f., 282 
Purveyors, 149, 276, 818 
Pp., 154:, 854 

Qu.uty 01 Goods, 842 
Quarrer, 682 
Qua.rriera dell' bola eli Ghucoho, 

L. (QulllTer), 582 
Qoeenboroogh, 607 
Quick-set hedges, 664 
Qui"renta, 897, 898, 462 
Qui"""... 236 
Quo warranto, 177 
Quoits, 406 

Baceina, 595 
Badman, 164 no, 167 
Radnor, 608 
Badulfus, '170 
Rain, 88 
Bailways, 12 
Balpb de Diceto, 848 =":aru-y

)' 640 
Ramsey, 118 n.~ 226 11.. 640 
Banulf Flambard, 188, 141 
Ranulpb, Earl of Ohester, 616. G51a. 

45-5 
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Rate, of gold and silver, 868, US, 
652n. 

- of interefi, 208. S86 f.. 558; 
.,. Prices. reasonable, Wagea 

RatiODS, 286. 390, 449, 686, 646 
Ro.venspur, 422 
Ray.ta.78 
Reach Pair. 461 
Beading. 210. 217 .... 22i, IW6, Ii4S 
Reaper. 390 n. 
Reaping. 216. 8M 
Reoeip. Bolls, U;S ... 
Recoinag .. 432. 487. 563 f. 
Becla Prisa, m 
Becuiudines, 106, 168, 2SO 
_.179 
Red Sea. 199 
Beepbam. S85 ... 
Reeve. 162 
Reformation, 317 D., 467 
IIefoml Bill. 9 
"lIe8ent," 492 n. 
Begrakmo. 21(, 617 
lleguIa<iOD, ... Assize, Craft gild, 

Legislation, Organisation, Par
liament, Pro_ .. Trade 

Bel&live superioriC}', 479 
.Belics. "-. 25, -is n., 96. 108 
Belief, Me Poor 
lIemains, Boman. 96. 9'1. 108 
Benpmdona (Bop-I. 639 
Bent, oandle, 401 ... 
- obarges. S86 n. 
- competition, .as 
- dilticul .... ft61IIding term, II, 

17. 106. 462 
- ecclesiju!tical. 176. 630 n. 
- enhancers of, 461. 480. 628. 

644, 003. 606. 563 
- fall of. 832, 406 
- lI.........wns in, 170. 369 
- in kind, 22. 117. 117 .... 2lII, 

399 
- of ........ 283 .... 2311.691 
- of 00 ...... SUI, 619. 636. 618 
- proveDder. ... II in kind D 

&bene 
- quit, 212. S9'I f.. 48\1 
- remisaiODS of, 462 Do 
- zoyaI. lOt, 148, 162 .... 178, 

217. See Commos&tion. 
Bepaira, 169, 176. 19(,507.622.654 
1Iepnooen000on, 961. 270 
IIeprisals, 802. 800, 410. 4l8,419.421 
Bep<on. 639 
Beooarces, 10. 11. 12 
- miIisouy. 141 
~. coIIeetne,U6,I83 .... 

- &seal, 102. 654 
- mililUy. 110 
- police, 29";1, S43, 4GII 

Reaponsibllily. royal. 281 
BestoratioD, the, 483 
Betail <rode. 250. 324. 520 
- and ali8l1S, 131, 291 I., 882, 

892. 429· 
- in books, (31 . 
- in wiDe, 818 
_ .... 391 n •• 406. 449 
Revenue. colleetioD of, 166, 158, 216, 

279, M9 
-~272 
- expedients for raising, 295, 

641 f., 548 f. 
- Nonnan, 148 

~J<=e!byr-:~L • 
Beveeby, 631 
Rhine, 90. 300 
Rhode Island. 90 
Rbone, 197. 370 
Rhyddlan, 169 
Ribble, 2. 127 n.. 162 .... 166 n. 
Ricardo, 311 
RiocardiaD LibraJy. 628 
Richard, Biahop of LondOD. 156,230 
Ricloard de Malabeslia, 206 
Richard de Munfiehai, 684 
Richard L, 143, 152 
- and aaoiz. of doth, 192 
-andlewo, 206 
- and towns, 212 
- and b'acle, 194. 19'1. 424 
Bichard n., 21. 324 D •• S45 11., 87'
-. 416 D •• 419 n.. _. 637 

- and hnllion, 394. 431 
- andmen>baD1&,876,381,II92I., 

416 
- and peasanl&, 402 
- and shipping. 291, S9(, 409 

4ll, 41(, 470, 490 
-and_ 251 
- poli.,. _, 8771., 409,447, 

470,482 
Richard m., 1178. 429, 430, 438, 436 
Richard Lee, 626 
Riahee, DUDraI and artificial. 857 
Richmond, 461 .... 46S 
RidDlerlege lBecImarleJI, 127 D. 
Bieoautt, 631 
Riga, 497 
RighI&, Cnnm, H9, 16(, 175. lUI n., 

2711, m. 862 
- .............. 88. 40. 99, 1'1l1.66lI 
- manorial. 106, 168, 172. 238. 

398 f.. 5a3 n. • 
- of properly, "' 99, 166 n., 

97611. ~ f 

- I<nrD, 172 f., 2U, 218, ao 
Ilingo, 292, 643, 644 and II. 
BioI&, no, 892 . 
Ri-.600n. 
JIi.ok, lI56 f., 320, 861 L .. 488, :16'1 f. 
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RivaJs. (Bievaulx). 681 
Riven, 84, 96, 97, 181, 469, 646 
Roads. 97. 280 
- decay of, 8711. 450 
- maintenance ot. 79. 214, 996, 

522 
- monastic. 67 II. 
- Boman, 55, 61, 67 J 97, 109 
Robbery. 526 
Robert de Vescl., 64S ~ 
RobertGro .. tesle,Biohopof lUnooln. 

206. 289. 244. 554 n. .' 
Robert, Earl of Leicester,' 216 
Robert of Needham. 174 D. • ' , 
Robert the Bruce, 424: 
Boberte Bridge, 634 
Roche, 681 
Roche Abbey, 581 D. 
Roohelle, 191 
Rochester, 188, 607 
---!.... Bishop of, 450 Do 
Rod, 120, 124 
Bodoz, 267 Do • • 
Roger, Bishop of London, 289 n.. 
Boger of Estra., 216 
- Earl,l88 
Roger of Hoveden, 87 D. 
Rogers, Prof. J. E. Thorold, 827 Do, 

381 21., 871, 890, 897, 899 n., 
489 D., 440 D., 460, 468 no, 522, 
585 D., 646 

Roland, 80 n. 
Rolandsiule, 80 D. 
Roll, lee Pipe, Close, Court, Reoeipt 
Rollo, 91 
Rolls House, 2M 
Romans in Germany, S4, 86, 50 
- in Brita.in, 2, SO, 64 f., 67, 

1071, 142 
Bome, 85 
- &ncient, 27, 96, 202, 208 n. 
- intercourse with, 66, 110, 197 

8 .. Papal. 
Romney, 221 D., 222 D., 669 
Rood, 120, 120 Do, 124, 125 Do 
Roots, 888 
Ropemaking, 491. 619 
&saries, 827 
Roseds.le, 687 
Rosedollo, 687; ... Rosedola 
Roses, W&1'S of, S91,-458 
Ros8, John, 404 
Ross, 648 f. 
Rostagno, Dr E., 628 \ 
Rostook, 420 
RottltlgdeaD, 466 
Rolk>londo (Rullond), 1130 
Roucester., 639 
Rouen, 84, 85 n.,' 18'1; 177' n., 185, 

187, 191, 197" 878 II., 646. 647, 
650. 6581 , 

RolUld, Yr J. H' I 126, 126n.,l64u., 
255 

Routes, to Italy, 67, 85, 197. 423 
_ to Blook Sea, 84, 88. 196, 199 
_ trade, to India. 85,147, 473f., 

506 
Bovergne, 267 n. 
Rovers of the sea, 410 
Bovinoestri, 689; IU BoUQester 
Roxburgb, 680 
Boyal Commissioners, 629 
Royston, 73 n. 
Rading, 49 n. 
Bufford in Sberwood, 631 
Bufforte in Estiereuda, 631; 't~ 

Bufford 
Rule, Monastic, 204 D., 209 
Runes, 49, 91 II. 
Russets, 625 
Bussi&, 88, 42, 47, 88, 96 D., 196, 

208 n., 899, 401, 478 
Bueaian Company, 89, 605, 621 
RustiDgton, 670, 586 
Rutland, 680 
Rye, Sussex, 221 D., 498 
Rye, 74, SSI n., 648, 669 

Sabot, Elias, 287 
Sao, 103, 166 n., 179 D., 211 D. 
Saddlers, 884, 448, 614 
Sa.fe Conduot, 804, 412, 418, 428 
Sagas, 62 n., 83, 01 
Sahara, the, 475 
Sailings. 491 
Sailors, 114, 197, 802, 412 n'l 482, 

490. 499, 587 
Saints, 71 
S. Albans, 59, 216, 400. 400 n. 
S. Andrews, 95, 246 and h. 
S. Botolpb, 640 n. 
8. Botolph's Fair, a.,., Boston 
8. Olement, 93 D. 
8. Oross, ssa n. 
S. Denys, 84 
8. Giles' Fair, .ee Winohester 
S. IvesFair, 1800., 186n., 226n., 244 
S. John's, 602 
8 • .Julian, 640 D. 
S. JIIalo, 801 
S. Mary Ora.y, 850 
S. Omer, 177 D., 188, 229 n., 851 
S. Oswald's, Nostell, 688 
S. Rodognnd. 180. 6S5 n. 
S. Thomas Aquinas, .el ThomlloB 
Saladin Tithe, 152 
Suar Jung, 234 n. 
Salaries, yearly, 390 
Sale, by gross, 481, 481 n. 
Salford, 166 n. 
Salisbury, 246 and D., 270, 885 D., 

SS7 D., 485, 507, 600 
- Earl, 411 

~~:'S:3i' • 
Ball.bi (BiiU.by). 686 
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Sanoo. in Chr&venna (Sanay), 631 
Salop, 282 n. 
Salt, 72, 73, 132, 169 
Ballerrea (Saltre!), 6&1 
Saltrey, 634 
Bamperinghamo (Semperlngham), 

635 
Samson, Abbot, 176 
Bancbimento (Clementsthorp), 637 
Sandwich, 129 D., 221 D., 278, 816, 

833 D., 385 D., 410, 570 
San Franoisco, 200 
Bansasano, 630 
Baota Aghata (Ea.by), 684 
Baota Chalerina eli Nioohola (Lin. 

coln), 636 
Banta Indigonda {Bradsole}, 635 
Santiago de Compostella, 805, 418 
Baolo Andrea eli Norettona (B. 

Andrew's, Northampton), 640 
Saoto Andr.. eli Verrvlcche (B. 

Andrew's, York~. 636 
~., SM~ nogU borgo esm (Colchester), 

Banto UsguaIdo (S. Oswald's, Nos. 
leU), 63B 

Saracens, 86 n., 184, 185, 198, 804:0. 
8a.rclare, 678 
Bardinia, 19B 
Satins, 625 
Satorda.,EI, 838, 500 
Savage, 114-
Savine, 402 D-
SaxOD Shore, 51, 61 
Saxous, SO Do, 48, 64, 68 n.., 61, 83, 

85 Do, 122 
Suony, 51 n. 
SoaldiDgs, 327 
Seal .. , 62 n. 
Scandinavia, 188, 417, 418 
Scarborough, 385 Do, ~ 492, 498, 

607 
- fair at, 87 D. 
- piracy at, SOl Do 
8cholara, 493, 531 
Science, economic, I. Political 

Economy 
Soio, 494 
Selavoniaos, 426 II. 
Boot and Lot, 189, 190, 190 D., 191, 

191 n., 216, 219,221 D., 519 
Beo>land, 51, 269 n., 303, 648 
- analogies with, 189 D., 848, 

534 
- ooDtran with, 141, 189 n. t 848 
- influence OD, 224, 312 D., 848 
- monasteries in. 67 II. t 428, 

629 f. 
- towns in, 95, 184, 2211l., 224:, 

247 D., 285, 848, 523 D. 
- ~ communi", in, "n., 

48n. • 

Scots, 66, 57, 67 
Soo", John, 246 D. 
Scott, Sir Walter I '401 0. 
Scottish pirates, 861 D. 
Soriveners, 840 D. ' 
Sorutton, Mr T. E., :rot n., 118 n. 
Sculage, 139, 152, 153, 231, 273, 276 
Sea, peril of, 300, 501 D. 
Sea marks, 498 
Seamanship, 82. 479, 500 
Seamen, IU Sailon 
Sea walls, 622 
Bearch, 618 
- right of, 430 
Secority, 134, 867 
Sedgebrook, 240 • 
Seebohm, Mr, 29 D., 87 D., 44 n., 

48 n., 61 D., 98 n., 100 n., 101 n., 
107, 111 n., 118 n., 167, 826 D., 
827 D., 831 D., 885 • 

Seed, 71, 234, 580 n., 548 
Seggebroek (Sedgebrook), 840 
Seignorage, 432 
Seine, 197, 647 
Selby, 68~ 
Selden, 804 n. 
Self'govemmf'tlt, 211 
Sell.interest, 666, 662, 668 
Self·sufficiency, 18. 70, 72 
Benebi (Selby), 638 
Seller, 116, 248,261,252,4.68,461 D. 
Semitio, 48 D. 
Semperingham, 636 
Senesealcia, 287 
_hal, 237, 240 
Senesch&Uus, 238 D. 
Sentiment, 656 (. 
Serf, 87 D'I 46, 68, 106 I., W, 184, 

876 
- and ChriBlianily, 80, 107 

Bte Villains. 
Serfdom, BU Villains 
Serrora. 698 
Servanl8, 331 n., 851, 429, 481, 688 
- wages, 834. 390, 400, 449 

Bu JOl1l1leymeD, Labourers. 
8ern.86 
Services, commutation of, 106, 118, 

167, 216,231,233,236, 39B r., 482, 
584 

- enumeratioD 01, 107, 167 D., 
233, 236, 670 f. 

- mililary, 66, 102, 189, 141 
- paymente by, 22. 104, 184, 

233 r., 236, 558 • 
- predial, 99 n., 118 n., 164 n., 

166 D., 167 aDd D., 174 And D .• 
215, 226, 231, 632, 898 L. 4O'J, 
482, 684, 570 r. 

BenieDte8, 643 and D. 
8ervus, .4 Serf. alIo Slaves 
Seven Oiiies;· WJ 
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Severn, 223 n. 
Shapp,686 
Shardelowe, EtA, 810 n. 
Sharpe, John, 4>lD n. 
Sha.ston, 607 
Sbe&rmen, i!t6 n., 437, 615, 618 
- .. , Coventry. 442 
- at Ypres, 307 
- London, 840 n., 861, 448 D. 
Sheep, 107 t 163, 888 no, 438. 660. 

647 
- breeds of, 489, 517 
- price of, 180, 171 D., "' D. Sb::, ~~8i a:g2, a::O:'62~7~~ 

551,-563, 655, 559 
Sheepcote, 405 
Sbeep·run, 526, 529 
Sbeffield, 214, 840. 521, 639 Do 

~tlf~'t2rotte.), 639 
Shepherd, 238, 404 D. 
Shoppey, 670_ 
Sherborne'; 85, 60'7 
Sheriff, 8, llJ4, 141, 148, 156 I., 166, 

174, 206. 216, 249, 278, 281, 360, 
462, 653 

ShilliDg, 122, 1M, .586 n. 
Ship, 48, 82, 197, 801 n.,· 408 0., 

427 11., 468 I., 474, 480 n., 498, 
646; ,tt: Galleys 

Shipbuilding, 82, 4l8t, 482, Gaf., 
506, 686 

Shipowners, 291, 888, 894 
Shippe .. , 814, 818, 894 
Shipping, 62, 874, 550 
- decay of, 291, 2U8 11" 81)6, 409, 

412 r., 490 
Su Navigation Acts. 

Shipwrighla, 491, 685 
Shoemakers, 214, 834:, 491 
Shoes, 480 D. 
Shops, S, 8 D., 179, 284, 512 
Shoreham, 508 
Shouldham, 636 
Shrewsbury. 210 n., 281 D., 886 n. 
- foreigners at, 17B, 188, 226, 

648, 645, 654 I. 
- croft gilds at, 446 
- deca.y of, 178. 507 
_ Ea.rl of, 411 
- George, Ea.rl of, 689 n. 
- gild merchnnt of, 221 D., 845. 

651 
Shrines, 95. 418i m Pilgrims 
Sb~ook, 258 
Sibton. 634 • 
Bioobisille (Sixhill), 886 
Sicily, 148, 272 D., 647 
Sierra. Leone, 89 D., 47 D. 
Siroleo, 6S5 _ f. 
Sigaburt, Bis~.up, 85 ... 

.. 

Siglum, 567 
Sigurd, 106 "
Silchesier. 69 
Silk, 180n .. 18211.,291.429, 430n., 

60S 
Bilkworkers, 88811 •• 36S Do, 429 
Silver. 122 t., 208, 432, 542 t., 560 
- ex.portation of, S26. 542 
- importation of, 196,·395, 469 
- mining, 66 n. 
- standard of, 284 
- ratio of to gold, 358, 659 n. 
- value of, 827 D., 535 n., 543, 

6481. 
Bee BullioD, Coinage. 

Bimolia., 680 
Simon, Bishop of Ely, 832 n. 
Simon de Montfort, 192, 206. 270, 

286 D., 806 -
Simone Gherardi, 628 
Bisante (Chioksand), 886 
Sites, 97 
Bixhill, 636 
Skill, 1142,475 
Skinners, 9U 
Skraelings, 114 Do; .ee Esquimauz. 
Skye, 627 
Slaves. 85 D •• 40, 58, 68 D.. 100 n., 

Ill, 640 
- as units of value, 116, 122 
- liberation of, 100 n. 

..... 

- price of, 128 n. 
- trade in. SO, 85£ 
Slavs, 196 
Bleep, 477 
Sleawiok, 52 n. 
Sliding "",Ie, 250 
SlllYS, 185, 185 n. 
Smelting, 65, 442 no 
Smith. 77, 182, 884, 491 
Smith, Adam, 282. 275 n'l 418. 470, 

480 
- Henry, 448 
- Miss L. Toulmin, 241, 248 n. 
- :Mr J. Toulmin, 622 
Smuggling, 177 D., 278. 416 n., 492 
Soap making, 179 D. 
SOO, 108, 166 D., 179 n., 211 no 
Soohemanni, 141 
Society, 6, 6, 16, 99 t., 54a, 656, 

642 f. _ 
- Feudal, 107, 187 t 879 
--- Modern, 464, 669 

Bu Organisation. 
SoomeD, 164, 167. 171, 1'16 
Boham, 166 n., 171, 171 n. 
Soil, 880, 669, 567 
- exha.ustioD of, 449 
Soke, 191 
Bolar, 295 n. 
Seldamo (Sbouldham), 686 
Soldiers, ;11, 412 D'I 644 
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Solidus, 122 
Somerset, 244, 435, 519, 540 
- Duke of, 489, 522 
Somerset's case, 634 J1., 

Somerton, 608 
Sorbonne, 636 n. 
Souls. 420 
Sound, the, 84. 
SouthamptoD, 82 n., 244, 885 Do t 

410. 607. 643. 645 
- Gild at, 217, 221 n. 
- ltaJians at, 425, 426 D. 
- mart at, 496 
- trade of, 177 D., 278. 281 Do, 

302 D., 41S, 505 
Soothampton Water, 304 D. 
Southous, Walter, 860,361,865,366 
8outhwark, 93, 644 
Sovereignty of the sea, 268, 308, 

soa h" 411 D. 
Spain, 86 n., 484, 487, 491, 502 
- and discoveries, 604 
- economic policy of, 288. 4.79, 

490 
- trade with, 85 n., 426 D., 427 
- wool of, 814, 439 

See Santia.go, Aragon. 
Spalding, 639 
Spa.n.iards, 815, 485, 655 
Spanish Main. 488 
Specie, 207 
SpeculatioD. 250, 826, US D. 
Bpicerers, 824 
Spices, 180 Do, 196, 323, 893, 428, 

426. 478. 555 
Spinners, 438, 615 Do 

Spilal, 6CI9 
.' Spitzbergen. 506 
-.. Spurriers, 340 n. 

Sta.ttord, 96, 282 D., 607 
Staines. 168 D., 178 n. 
Stairca.se, 295 n. 
Stalleo in Guarviecbe (810001y). 688 
S~ in Zesb'i (S&&nlaw), 632 
Stamford, 93, 198, 271 D.., S85 L, 

456 
- Pair. 192. 205 
Stamp. 358 
Standard, BaHIe of tha, M8 
Standard, double, 471 = :: -::~~:sa, 328, 542 f., 

545 f. 
- of comfort, 297. 386 f., 479 
Unic:! vall1e. 116, 543, 641; 1M 

8tanes, 168 D., 178 D. 
Stanfield, 637 
Slanfone (Stratford. E .... ). 684 
Stanlaw, 632 
Slanlegh. 682 
Slanlon LaoJ', 187 Do 

Staple, changes in the, 812, 818, 816, 
816 n., 817, 416 D., 496 Q. 

- detinition of, 811 n. 
- ecoDOmiC advantages 0', 812, 

816 
- mayor of the, 222 n' l 312, 816, 

416n. 
- merchant ot the, 31S, 817 D., 

415. 495. 496 
- ordinances of, 816, 438 
- origin of the, 811, 416 D., 622 
- toWDS, 298, 812, 318, 816, 4171., 

425, 484 D., 498, 601 D. 
Staplers, 291, 811, 825, 416 D., 64:4 D. 
Star Chamber, 624 
Starkey, Thomas, 626, 687,-665 
State, Ibe. 558 
Stater .. 824 
Statistics, 493 D., 689 
Blatus, social, 46, 66, 111, 118, l~H, 

217. 884. 465 
- commercial, 22liJ 

8u Villains, Jews. 
Statuta Civitatis. 280 
Soatule Book, 553 
Steemera, 12 
Steelyard, 195, 422, 654 i "' H&o' 

... rcis 
Stephan •• d. Comholl, 176 II. 
Stepben, 186, 189, 161, 154, 166, 

209. 648 
Sterling, 826 
Btervelyng, .ee StirliDg 
Steven80D, 126 D. 
Steward, 218, 214 0., 462 
Stigand, 179 D. 

Stinl. 416 
Slirling, 801 o. 
Slocb .. 644 
Slock. Parm, 45. 72. 77. 106. 126. 

165, 171 0., 230, 288, 289, 2~, 
897. 632 

SWak and Land, .u LeaRe 
Stock in Trade, 4. 16, 463, 664 
Stockfiabmonger, 419 Do 
Sloekbolm, 88 
S~ks, 637 
Siooebam. 428 Do 
8&onely, 633 
Stop of Exchequer, 289 
8\0re8. 84. a5 
- Naval. 482, '98 
Sionebelrsr. SOl 
8kmrbridge Fair, 180, 181 
Suado}outia, 691 
Siraiia, 428 
Blralaund, 802 D., 420 
8h'assbulll. 188, 24.5 n. 
Strata Florida. 634 D.. 
Stratford, 11m 
StraUord at Bow, 391 II. 
Stra.ford (E .... ). 684 

• 
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Strathclyde, 60 D. 
Streams, tidal, 97 
SlreeYi, 246 and D., 606 
StrettoD Ba.skerville, 448, 629 
Stringers (Bowstring ma.kers), S40 D. 
Strozm, Lorenzo, 41'1 
Btn&rts, 8BO, 896 d.. 48B 
Stump. 523 
Blurton, Lord, 411 
Btykeswold, 6117 
BnbinfeudaiiOD, 176 
Subsidy, 277, 278,296.487.619.661 
- General, 548, 549. 650 
- men, 648 
Buh!lihs, 45ti, 61S 
Sudbury, 885 n. 
- SimOD of, 404 
Sudtone (Sutton). 647 n. 
Soen, 81 Do, 50, 58, 54, 62 
liutlolk, "168, 169 D., 400. 485 
tiogar, 72, 426 n. . 
Suino Inolda ........ (SwiDhoy), 637 
Sull.by, 636· 
Snlphur, 132 n.. 
Somptina.ry laws, .e~ Legislation 
Bunday, BO, 4.06, 440 n.. 
Supper, 809 
SurgeoDS, 412 D. 
Surrey, 161 n., 165 0. 
Survey, 2aS, alto '" Domesciay 
Sorveying, 658 
Survivals, 26, 44D.., 60n., 96. 118, 225 
SUSBe:r., 60 D., 165 D., 670 
Bntona, 169 D. 
Suzera.inty, 267, 268 
Svinsivede (Swineshead). 681 
Swansea, 608 
Sweating, 836, 466 
Sweden, 51 n., 88, 4180.. 416 • .£21 
Swedes, 188 
Swine, 72, 79. 169. 544 0. 
Swineherd, 78, 168, 238 
Swioeahead, 831 
8winfield, Bishop, 242, 244, 245 
Swinbey, 687 
Swiss, 424 
Swords, 48, 406 
SWyn&ty, 405 
tiymon of Lynn. 191 
Synagogue. 288 
Syracuse, 426 n. 
Syria, 186, 196, 198, 199 
System, Ite Heroantile, '.rbree.8eld 

Tllhemsrii, 882 
Tacitus, 29. 94, 37, SS, 42, '" D., 61, 
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