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PREFACE 
THIS study presents an account of Christian \Vilt, a pioneer 

merchant of Saint Louis during the decade from 18IO to 1820, 

years that mark a well defined period in the development of the 
western community. In 1810 the Louisiana Territory had been 
in the possession of the United States for only six years and 
Saint Louis had for one year been a chartered village in that 
territory; in 1820 the Territory of Missouri, carved out of the 
Louisiana Purchase, was being rapidly settled, and Saint Louis, 
emerging from the pioneer stage, was ready to assume the duties 
and responsibilities of a city, T~is she did in 1822, just one year 
after Missouri had been admitted into the Union as a state. 

In this study an attempt has been made to show the role played 
by the business man in the growth and development of pioneer 
life. The merchant was an outstanding member of his frontier 
community. As a distributor of merchandise, as a pioneer in 

,building industry, as a banker, as an advocate and patron of 
social institutions, as a patriot, he was a citizen of importance. 
An appreciation of his work is necessary to an understanding of 
the general development of western trade, manufactures, and 
the social life of that day. 

Out of the numberless courageous men who, undaunted by 
hardships and dangers, pressed on to distant points to open marts 
of trade in the western wilderness, Christian \Vilt has been 
chosen as a type. In his story, told in detail, one may get in 
outline at least, a picture of the pioneer merchant and an estimate 
of the power he wielded in the building of the Middle West. 
In the early nineteenth century it required a man of courage to 
establish a business enterprise in the midst of the comparative 
wilderness that surrounded Saint Louis. At the time of which 
we write there was great difficulty in maintaining communi
cation between the region west of the Mississippi and the older 
communities of the eastern states. In the \Vestern districts, 
separated by a wilderness of hundreds of miles, by areas sparsely 
inhabited save for roving savages, by stretches of land unin-
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viting in their untilled expanse and undeveloped resources, the 
people were badly handicapped by the lack of means of trans
portation. The courage and heroism, implicit in the record of 
the way in which the pioneer settlers faced their hardships and 
overcame innumerable difficulties, constitute a fascinating and 
inspiring chapter in the history of our country. 

The most important sources for the story of Wilt's entre
preneurial career are his own letterbooks (1812-18IS) and 
those of Joseph Her,tzog (1811-1815). The first letter found 
in Hertzog's letterbook is dated March 20, 1811, while Wilt's 
first letter was dated almost a year later, January 18, 1812. The 
letters in both books are arranged chronologically, just as they 
were copied by the authors when the originals were ready for 
the post. The books, which are to be found in manuscript in the 
archives of the Missouri Historical Society in Saint Louis, have 
recently for the first time been given publicity. Because of 
limited space it has been impossible to include in this monograph 
a detailed account of all the projects described in this corre
spondence, or even to give a complete list of them. However, in 
the hope of encouraging further study of the early efforts to 
establish trade centers on the western frontier, an attempt has 
been made to select such portions as give a clear picture of this 
young merchant, his ambitions, his character, his successes, and 
his failures. 

The present work had its source in a paper prepared under 
the guidance of Dr. Dixon Ryan Fox at Columbia University 
in a seminar in American History. The original material was 
found in the archives of the Missouri Historical Society of 
Saint Louis, to whose librarian, Miss Stella Drumm, I am deeply 
indebted for assistance in the use of the Society's remarkable 
collections. For their generous and willing aid in facilitating the 
research for this work, I wish especially to thank the staffs of 
the Saint Louis Historical Society, the Columbia University 
Library, the New York Public Library, the New York His
torical Society, the Library of the Historical Society of Penn
sylvania at Philadelphia, the Historical Society of Western 



PJlEFACE 7 

Pennsylvania at Pittsburgh, the Saint Louis Mercantile Library, 
and the Fontbonne College Library of Saint Louis. It gives me 
pleasure to acknowledge my.indebtedness also to Mother Agnes 
Rossiter, former Superior General of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet, to Mother Rose Columba, present Superior Gen
eral, and to Mother Angela, Superior Provincial, for their con
stant encouragement; to Mr. J. Felix Valle, who made available 
for my use manuscripts in his private collections; to Mr. 
Alphonse H. Clemens, Fontbonne College, Saint Louis, to Mrs. 
Louis Houck, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and to Miss Ellen 
Masterson, Quincy, Massachusetts, for their generous and valu
able assistance in procuring original source material; and to 
Monsignor Charles Van Tourenhaut, Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, 
who put at my disposal his valuable collection of rare books on 
the history of early Louisiana. 

To Professor John A. Krout of Columbia University, lowe 
a special debt of gratitude for his criticism, advice, and encour
agement in the preparation of this monograph. I wish to express 
my thanks to Professor Allan Nevins for his reading of the 
manuscript, and also my appreciation for his helpful suggestions. 
To these and to all others who have in the slightest degree helped 
in the preparation and rounding out of the work here presented, 
I am truly grateful. 

SAINT LoUIS. MISSOU1ll 

DECEMBER IS. 1938. 

SISTER MARIETTA JENNINGS, C.S.J. 
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Aaronsburg. Pennsylvania. s8 
Alexander. B. W .• 194 n. 
Alexander. Robert. 169 
Almond street. SL Louis. 37 
Amelia. an island near Florida. 142 
American Army. 186. 198 
American Fur Company. 36 
Amherstburg. Canada. 98 
Amsterdam. 200 
Andrews. Captain. 114-115. 127. 176 
Anshutz. George. 53. 58-59.69. 102.147 
Arkansas Post. fur trading center. 

31; river. 22; state. 182 
AshIer. William H .• 32 
Astona. 20 n .• 93 n. 
Astor's Overlanders. 44-46 
Astor. John Jacob. 28. 36. 45. 53. 145 
Atlantic coast. 62. 82 
Aurora. Philadelphia publication. 91. 

93 
Austin. Moses. 15. 81. 88. loS. 112. 

117. 121. 126, 140. 170 

Baird. James. 130 
Baird. John. 5~. 153 
Bakewell. Benjamin. 89-90. 107. 128. 

136 
Bakewell. Page and Bakewell. 89. 

109-111. 115 
Bakewell. Thomas. 130 
Baltimore. Maryland. 17. 36. 40. 45. 

88 
Banks: Farmers and Mechanics of 

N. Y .• 46; Missouri. 172. 199; Na
tional. 169. 196; St. Louis. 170-
173.198 

Barlett. a carpenter. 120 
Bates. Elias. 126 
Bates. Frederick. 34. 70, is. 161 
Bates. William. 108-109. 173. 177 
Beauvais. SL James. 15. 79 
Beck and Lammont Company. 90. 103 
Beck. Paul. 90 
Becquet. John B .• 52 n. 
Belle Fontaine. 191. 193 
Bengal. India. 201 
Benoist. Francois. 37 
Bent. Judge Silas. 50 
Bermuda. 142 
Berthold. Bartholomew. 27. 36-37. 

129, 133-135. 157. 170 
Berthold-Chouteau Company. 36 
Berthold-Paul Company. 36 

Bethel. William. 73 
Betty. Wilt's boat, 111-112, 133-136 
Biddle street. SL Louis, 192 
Bird, Abraham, S4. 181 
Bird's Point. 54 
Birmingham, England, 62 
Blondeau, Maurice, 67. 80l 
Boat, steam, 1,32 
Boilvin, Nicholas, 48 
Boone. Captain Daniel M., 175 
Boston. Massachusetts, 145 
Bouis, Vincent, 56, 59-61 
Bouthillier, Francis, 178 
Bradbury. John, 93 n. 
Brady. Thomas. 148, 157-158, 170 
Brazil. 40 
Bridge. Samuel. 157 
Brisbois. Michael. 99 
Broslasky, Henry. 74 
Brown. Lawrence. 69 
Bryant, James, loS. 140 
Bulan, lead manufacturer of Pitts

burgh, 113 
Burk, Jean, freighter, 129 

Cabanne, J. P .• 27, 36, 108, 133, 144-
146 

Cabassier, Antonie. 137. 139 
Cahokia creek. 193 

Illinois, 28. 77, 167. 171, 196. 199 
Callow Hill, Philadelphia. 13 n. 
Cameron, J. A., loS, 129-1,32. 134-

137, 156. 175, 1;8-179 
Campbell, John, 131 
Canada, 156 
Canadian Voyageurs, 20 
Canton, China, 31, 200 
Cap au Gris. 160, 164, 167. 174-175 
Cape Girardeau, 137, 174- 178, ISo 
Captain Porter. Wilt's boat, 112, 114-

181 
Carlisle. Pennsylvania, 35 
Carondelet, Baron, 77 
Carr, William C, 72-73 
Carr street, SL Louis. 192 
Cash (Cache) river, Illinois, ISO 
Cauld, Harry, 115 
Center County, Pennsyh-ania. s7-s8 
Cerre. Gabriel. 27 
Charless, Joseph, Sr .• ISS. 157. 190 
Charlestown, West Virginia, 130 
Chen and Relf, 93 
Cherne. Antoine. 27. 144. 146 
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Chenin, Joseph, 137 
Cherokee, 27, 31 
Chestnut street, St. Louis, 42, 194 
Chickasaw, 27, 31 
China, 62, 201 
Chouteau, Auguste, administrator of 

Julien Dubuque, So; records cited, 
29, 31 ; residence of, 2&-27 

Chouteau, Lequeste, 133 
Chouteau, Madame, 27 
Chouteau, Pelagie, 35, 37 
Chouteau, Major Pierre, early settler, 

27, 73, 197; residence of, 26 
Chouteau, Pierre, Jr., 36 
Christy, William, 148 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 16, 53-54. 60, 6g, 

13~134. 137-138, 154. 171 
Cinques Hommes creek, 148 
Clamorgan, Jacques, 27 
Clark, Nathaniel, 13!r140 
Clark, Mrs. William, 188-ISg 
Clark, William, :z8, 37, SO, 55, 65, 98, 

135, 156, ISo, 187, 197 
Clarkson, Jacob, 66 
Clemson, E. B., 131 
Comegy, C. and J., 17 
Comegy, John G., 88 
Commissioners, Land, 87 
Connecticut, 81 
Connor, Jeremiah,43 
Cook and Cresson, 43 
Coureurs-des-bois, 20 
Counties: Francois, 19; Perry, 79 
Court, Common Pleas, 23, 30, S0, 87 
Court Hill, St. Louis, 154 
Courts, Oyer and Terminer, 87 
Cramer, a gunsmith, 57 
Creoles, 176 
Cromwell, John, log, III, 181 
Crooks, Ramsay, 4'4r 1,56, 197 
Crown street, Philadelphia, 13, 17 
Crows, 31 
Cuba, 201 
Cumberland river, Tennessee, 129-130 
Cumberland Valley, 35 

D'Abadie, Commandant, 21 
Dame, Ronore, 137 
Delassus, C. Dehault, 79 
De Launay, David, 34 
Delaware street, Philadelphia, 13,96 
De Moines river, 27 
De Mun, Julius, 74 
Depestre, De Mun and Company, 119 
Detroit, Michigan, 31, 123 
Dixon, Robert, lOS, 1fY/ 
Dollar, Spanish milled, 29r 40 
Dolphin, Wilt's boat, 129-130, 135 

Dongan, John, 38 
Douglas, paymaster of troops, IsS. 178 
Drinker, H. W.,93-94. 114 
Dubourg, Bishop, a6 
Dubuque, Iowa, 76 
Dubuque, Julien, SO, ~77 
Duncan, John, 180-1~ 
Dunn, A. C., .p 
Dunsett, Andrew, 43, 53, 60, 70. 137-

138 
Dunsett and Hoffler, 70 
Dyott, Dr. T. W.,63-ti4 

Easton, Rufus, 7~-73, 170-171, 197 
Edwards, Ninian, 187 
Elm street, St. Louis, 172 
Ely, Michael, 133, 135-136 
Embargo, 62. 9~ 
Endeavor, Wilt s boat, 56, 6cHiI, 65 
Engages, 20 
England, 40, 57, 6~3, 91, 136, 142, 

201 
Enterprise, boat, 110, 137, 139 
Evans, John, 125 

Falconer, P.,88 
Faribault, J. B., 178 
Farrar, Dr. B. G., 148, ISO 
Father of Waten, 28 
Faulk, Thomas, 17 
Favorite, British sloop, I~ 
Fire water, 32 
First Reformed Church, Philadelphia, 

II 
Florissant, 127 
Forts: Chartres, 77 

Madison, 100, lOS, 159 
Massac, 154 

Fox Indians, 76, 82, 98, 179 
Fox river, Wisconsin, 44 
France, 78. 142 
Francis (St) river, Missouri, 22 
Frankfort, Kentucky, 181 
Front street, St. Louis, 25 
Fulton, Robert, 132 
Fur Companies: American, J6 

Missouri, 44r 46 
Northwestern, 44 
Southwest, 145 

Gallatin, Albert, 145 
Geiger, John, 184 
Geneva, Switzerland, 2i8 
Germantown, Pennsylvania, 12 
Germany, 40, 62, 201 
Geyer, H. S., 194 
Ghent, Treaty of, 187 
Gordon, Captain, British soldier, 21 
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finances Philipson Brothers, 14 

.general store, IJ 
Graham, Duncan, 43.178 
Granger, Gideon, Postmaster Cen-

eral, ISS 
Grant street, Pittsburgh, 89 
Gratiot, Captain Charles, 197 
Gratiot, Charles, 27, 33, 36, 145, 156 
Gratz, Michael, 83, 90 
Gray, John T., 181 
Great Britain, 62, 65, 91-92, 145, 201 
Great Lakes, 144 
Great Salt Lake, 32 
Green Bay or La Baye, 21, 44 
Green Lane, Philadelphia, 12 
Gregouri, Louis, 137 
Grimm, David, 46 
Grimm, Philip, 46 
Gunther, Lancaster merchant, 57 
Guy, John R., 194 

Habb, Victor, 191, 192 
Hag, Charles, 13 n. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 142 
Hammer, Frederick, 17 
Hammond, Colonel Samuel, 170, 172, 

178 
Hanley, Thomas, 194 
Harrison, General W. H., 72, 106,148 
Harvey, John, 17 
Havana, 'Cuba, 40 
Hempstead, Charles, 42, 86, 160, 194 
Hempstead, Edward, 42, 70, 73, Ill, 

156, 161, 174, 191, 197 
Hempstead, Stephen, 144 
Hempstead, Thomas, 173, 194 
Henderson, Joseph, 60-61, 84-86, 92-

93, 101-107, 113-115, 1,16, 160-167, 
179 

Hepburn and Pleasants, 116, 182. 184 
Herculaneum, Missouri, 82, 84, 87-89, 

106, 108-109, liS, 117-119, 124-126, 
137, 139-140, ISS, 170, 177, 199 

Hertzog, Andrew, II 
Hertzog, Barbara, II 
Hertzog, Anne, J2 
Hertzog, Catherine, J2 
Hertzog, Elizabeth, 12 
Hertzog, Joseph, birth, II; death, 

I¢n. 
early training, II 
education, II, J2 
marries Catherine Wilt, 12 
moves to Green Lane, 12 
religion, 12 

Business career: 
enters real estate business, Il-14 
expands westward into Louisiana 

Territory, 14-19, 45-47, 71-72 , 

147, 149 

interest in lead Industry, 60-61 
letters to Wilt, 47, 52-5l, 59, 64-

68, 71-72,84, 97, 102, 143, 153-
154 

plans Pittsburgh establishment, 
68, 149, 151 

plans red lead factory, 84, 86 
seeks protection for industry, 91-

92 
transportation difficulties, 153 
trials, 74-75 
urges more frequent and larger 

shipments of lead to Pittsburgh, 
103-104, 106 

Hertzog, Mary, 12 
Hertzog, Rachel, 12 
Hill, Thomas, 185 
Holland,201 
Honey, John, 87-88, 104. 106, 109, 

116-117, 122, 124-125, 13<r141, IsS, 
177 

Hortiz, Joseph, 49 
Howard, Governor Benjamin, 144-

145, 149, 160, 197 
Howell, David, 181 
Hull, Uriah, patroon, 94 
Hull, General William, 198 
Hunt and Haukinson, 3S 
Hunt, W. P., 44-45, 156 

Illinois, 99, 182 
rangers, 135, 174-175 
river, 76, 160 
station, 119 

Indian country, 14, 82, ISS 
Indian trade, 44, 142, 144 
Indian tri bes : 

Cherokee, Z7, 31 
Cheyenne, 31 
Chickasaw, 27, 31 
Crows. 31 
Mascau, ISO 
Missouri, 45, 98 
Osage, Z7, 31 
Ponca, 31 
Puant, 98. 100 
Sacs and Fox, 67, 76, 98. 100,162 
Sioux. 31, 100, 162 
Winnebago, 159 

Instone,John,l69 
Irish crowd, 38, 148 
Iowa, 99 
Iron Mountain, Missouri, 78 

Italy, 20 
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Jackson, General Andrew, 185-186, 
198 

Jackson's Army, 114 
Jamaica, 40 
Jefferson, Thomas, 72 
Joachim creek, southeast Missouri,88 
Jones, William, 112 

Kansas, 27 
Kaskaskia, Illinois, 77, 171 
Keely, David, 127 
Keen, shot dealer, 125 
Keen and Levy, 125 
Kelly, John, 17 
Kendall, Jonathan, 118 
Kennedy, David, 58, 153 
Kennerly, George, 194, 197 
Kennerly, J.!lmes, 183, 194, 197 
Kentucky: militia, 148 

river, 181 
state, 51, 53, 57, 84. 87, 136, 

171, 185 
tanners, 182 

Kerlerec, Governor, 21 
Kerr, John, 35 
Kerr, Matthew, 35-36, 39, 127, 134. 

147, 174. 178 
Kinney, Jacob M., 14 n. 
Kirby, Samuel, '12 
Kremer, Andrew, 13 n. 

Daniel, 13 n. 

Labadie, Emelie, 35 
Labadie, Madam, 33-34, 42 
Labadie, Sylvester, 2'1, 35, 19Z 
L'Abbe creek, Illinois, 1l0, 137, 199 
Laclede, Pierre, n, 20-22, 27 
Laidley, J. L., 139 
Lalande, Bernard, 39 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 57 
Latimer, Joseph, Jr., 66 
L'Andreville, Andrew, 169 
Lee, Patrick, 38 
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, 59 
Leipzig, 200 
Lewis, Meriwether, 28, 34. 49t 87 . 
Lexington, Kentucky, S3-S4, 123, 158, 

181 
Liguest, Pierre Laclede, II 

birth. 20 
character, 21 
death, 22 I 

founder of St. Louis, 22 
Lindell, Peter, 127, 135, 165 usa, Manuel: bank commissioner, 170 

brick house of, 157 
friend of Indians, gil 
fur trader, 44. 136 

Lisbon,40 
Litchfield, Connecticut, 72 
Livingston, Robert, 132 
Livre, JO 
Locust street, St. Louis, 86, llo, 159. 

168 
London,28,3I,163,200 
Lookout, Fort, 105 
Loper, James, 194 
Louisiana Territory, 14. 23, 26, 29-

53, 57.,69,~'13,81~, 87,126 
louisville, Kentucky, 16, S4. 70, 103, 

133-134, 136, 138, 147, 154. 178, 181 
Loutre Island, 1640 1740 178 
Lucas, Captain Charles, 83, 87, 98, 

100-101, lOS, 160 
Lucas, John B. c., 170 
Lucas, Major Robert, 156 
Luttig, John C., 151, 179-184. 191 
Lycette, a _pmaker, 166-167 
Lyons, Samuel. 17 

McClurg, patroon. 135. 148. 176 
McFarland, James. 100 
McGirth, a miner. 173 
Mackinac. 31, 440 10'l. 144-146 
Macklot. J. N •• 88. log, 117-118, 121-

122. 126, 165 
McKnight. Robert. 148. 157 
McNair, Alexander. 34, 73. 174. 197 
Macon', Bill. 6a 
Madeira. 40 
Madison. Fort, 100 
Main street. St. Louis. 23-24. 26, 33. 

35, 37-38. 82, 86, 159. 172. 19Z 
Malaga, 40 
Mallet. Joseph. 137 
Manchester. England, 62 
Margry, Pierre. 20 
Marie Castor creek, northwest of 

St. Louis, 49 
Marietta, Ohio. 130. 134, 139. 141.154 
Market Itreet, S1. Louis, 24. 26. 33. 

35-36, 42, 55, 130 . 
Mary, Wilt', boat, 61. 65, 85 
Maryland, Jo. 101 
Mascau Indians. ISO 
Massey, William, 133. 150-IS3. IsS-

159, 175-176 
Maxent, Antoine, 22 
Maxent, Laclede and Company. 21 
Maxwell. ReY. James. 79 
Maze, James. 112 
Meigs. Fort, 106, 123 
Merrill, Josep!"J. 182 
Michigan, Lake, Z1 
Mickau, S1. Amand, 116 
MilBin, Thomas, 73 
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friend and partner to Wilt, 43-Miles, Joseph, sS 

Milesburg, Pennsylvania, s8 
Mill creek, southern boundary of old 

St. Louis, 23 
Miller, Joseph, 45, 156, 197 
Mines: Mississippi, liS, 125 

Missouri: 
a Breton, IS, 77-78, SI, 

loS, 112, 126, ISS, 170 
Bellefontaine, IS 
La Motte, 15,77-79 
a Liberty, IS 
Old Mines, 77-7S 
a Renault. 77 
Shibboleth, IS, 77, SI 
Valle. 77-79 

Spanish, 76, 123 
Mississippi river, 14, 17-IS, 23. 27-2S. 

40. 44. 54. 61. 76-77. 82. 86-88. 96. 
98. 100. 103. 105. 107-loS. "7. 127, 
129-131• 137. 144. 148. 164-165. 193 

Mississippi Valley. 57, 59. 94, 96, 
186-187 

Missouri Fur Company. 44. 46. 133. 
179 

Missouri and Illinois Companies, 161 
Missouri Packet, III 
Missouri Rangers. 17S 
Missouri: 

country, J6 
river, 22-23.28.33,37.44,46.54. 

98, 100, 108, 164. 187 
salt works. 39 
state. 99 
territory. 14. 23. 57.82. 101, 117, 

16!r170, 193 
Mitchell, John, sS 
Monroe, Jonathan, 17 
Montreal. Canada. 2S, 44, 144 
Moody, Robert, J6 
Moore. James, IS3-I84 
Moorhead. Fergus, 3S 
Morgan. Benjamin, 93, 109> 165, 175 
Morin, Joseph. 56, 61, S5, 135, lSI 
Moss. Isaac, 16 
Mulberry street, Philadelphia, 13 
Musick. Captain David, 175 
Mussina, Lyon, SS 
Mussina and Patterson, sS 
Mussina. Zachary. 14 

agent for Philipson Brothers. IS 
seeks partnership with Hertzog, 

IS 
terms of partnership, 16, 71 

Activities: 
agent along the Ohio, 1&-18, 4S-

49> S6 

44,<$6 
makes trips east. 65. 6g 
renounces partnership. 65 
returns to St. Louis. 66-68 
takes out replevin, 6!r70, 71-75 

Nashville. Tennessee. 53. IJO, 153 
Natchez. Mississippi. ISS 
National Treasury. 112 
Nelson. John, 53. 70 
New Bourbon. Missouri, 157 n. 
New England. 154 
Newfield. a storekeeper in Ste. 

Genevieve. 39 
New Hartford. Missouri, 110, II~ 

120. 122. 125. 193. 199 
New Madrid. Missouri. 199 
New Orleans. 18. 21-23, 31, 51, 53-

55, 68. 78, S2. 84. 93-94. 96. log. 
114, 116, 123, 127. 132. 141-142. 152. 
ISS. 165, 175-176, ISo, 182, 184-186, 
198.201 

New York City. 34. 40. 43 
New York, 28, 97, 144, 156, 162 
Niederlustadt. II 
Non-Importation Act. 84 
Non-Intercourse Act, 62, 65, 89. 91, 

142, 144 

O'Blenis. Bob. 194 n. 
O'Fallon, Benjamin, 156, 159. 197 
Ohio river. 14. 16, 40, 53-54. 58-60. 

65. 68. 82. 84. 103. 108, 112. 115. 
127, 12~131, 137, 147, 149, 159. 175, 
181.201 

Ohio river towns, 96, 117, 19, 163 
Ohio, 51. 53. 84 
Orders-in-Council, 63, 91, 201 
Oregon Country, 44 
Original Deed Books. J4 
Osage Indians. 27. 31 
Osage river. 22, 27 
Otto Village, 4S n. 
Overlanders, 156 

Page. Alexander, 137 
Pain and Armstrong. J9 
Pain. J .• 39 
Palatinate. 11-12 
Papin, John P., 27. 129-130 
Papin, Villais, 129 n. 
Paris, France, 28, J6, 77, 200 
Patience, ship, 16 
Paul, Rene, J6 
Peltz, William, 13 
Pennington, Edward, 66 
Penns Valley, 13 
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Pennsylvania: Counties of, 
Beaver, 13 
Center, 57-58 
Crawford, 13 
Erie, 13 
Mercer, 13 
Venango, 13 

state, 57 
townships: 

Milheim, 13 
New Berlin, 13 
Potter, 13 

Penrose, C. B., 34. 70, 75, 148, 156, 
170-171 

Perry County, Missouri, 79 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1J-18, 28, 

34. 36, 40-43, 51-53, S6-sB, 60-61, 
63-65, 69, 73-74. az, 84-86, 89-91, 
93-94, ¢-97, 103, 109, 122-123, 127, 
129, 134, 143, 147, 151-156, 162, 164. 
166, 175, 177, 186, 200 

Philipson Brothers: 
financed by Joseph Hertzog, 17 
purchased invoice from Mussina, 

18 
Philipson, Jacob, IS, 33-34 
Philipson, Joseph, 34, 36, 49, 71, 84, 

loS, 135, 144, 192 
Philipson, Simon, 14-15,33 
Physick, Edmund, 130. 
Pike, steamer, 132 
Pilcher, M., 172 
Pine street, St. Louis, 33, 42 
Pirots. merchants in Philadelphia, 106 
Piscay, Angelica, 33-34 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 34. 40. 43, 

53-60, 64. 67-68, 8<$-85, 8g, 96. 102-
104. 109-112, 114-115, 117,120, 122-
125, 127-128, 1JG-139, 141, 147. ISO-
154. 156. 159, 162, 164-165, 17S-177, 
181. 18g, 200 

Platte river, 22 
Ponca Indians, 31 
Poplar street, St. Louis, 23 
Portage des Sioux, lOS, 161, 1870. 
Porter, Captain, Wilt's boat. 112, 114, 

181 
Post-towns: Cincinnati, 154 

Fort Massac, 154 
Louisville, 154 
Marietta, 154 
Pittsburgh,l54 
Ste. Genevieve, 154 
St. Louis, 1S4 
Vincennes, 154 

Pourcelli, Antoine, 181, 18J 

Prairie du Chien, 31, 44, ..s. 67, 60-
76, &2-83, 87-89. 99-100, 102, las. 
101, 115, uS, 148-149. 178, 18S 

Pratte, Bernard, 27, 3S-J6. 148, 170 
Pratte, Jean Baptiste, IS, 79 
Price, Chandler, 94 
Price, Christopher, 194 
Price, George, 17 
Price, R. H., 170. 174 
Price and Hempstead Company, 131 
Prices Current, 51 
Pryor, Nathaniel, 99 
Puant Indian., 100 

Ramsay. Captain, 174 
Rankin, Captain James, 137-141, 184 
Rector, Stephen, 194 
Red Bird, Wilt'. boat, 112, 13S-137 
Red river, :n 
Renard Indian., 99. 162, 187 
Renault, Francois, 25, 77, 79 
Republican, St. Loui. neWlpapefl, 

1940. 
Richmond, Virginia, 171 
Richwood mines, 119 
Riddick, Thoma. F., 87, 170, 172. 

184, 197 
Robbertus, Charle. H., 53 
Robertson, Dr., 63 
Robidoux (Robideau), Joseph, 27,86 
Rock river, 100 
Rocky Branch, 23 
Rocky Mountains, :zo 
Rotterdam, II 
Roy, Antonio, 23 
Royal Company of Indiel, 77 
Rozier, Ferdinand, 128 
Rues: Bonhomme, 24 

de \a Grande, 23 
des Granges, 23 
L'Eglise, 23, :z6 
Missouri, 24 
de \a Place, 24 
de \a Tour, 24 

Russia, 40, 201 

Sac Indians, 67, 76, az, 98, IZS, 179 
St. Amand, shotmaker, 122, uS 
St. Charles District. 159 
St. Charles, J9, I i'O 
Saint Crr, Helene, 48 
Saint Cyr, Hyacinth, Jr., ..s, Sz-8J 
Saint Crr, Hyacinth, Sr., 48 0. 
Saint Cyr, Leon,..sn. 
Saint Ferdinand, Missouri, 47 0. 
Saint Francis river, Missouri, :u 
Saint Francoi. County,79 
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Sainte Genevieve. Missouri. 15. 33.35. 

37. 39. 77. 79. 88-89. 108-109. 114-
115. 119. 126. 128. 145. 148• 154-
155. 158• 165. 170. 199 

St. Joseph. Michigan. 145 
St. Louis. Missouri. IS. 17-20. 22-23. 

28-29.11.33-35.37-41.44'-45.49.51. 
53. 55-56. 60. 63. 65. 67-68. 12. 74-
76. 81. 85-88. 90-96. 99. 101. 104. 
106. 110-116. 119-120. 123. 127-128. 
130-138• 141. 144-165. 167. 169-170. 
173. 175-176. 178-180. 182. 184-186. 
191-193. 195. 198-201 

St. Louis Bank. 170-173. 198 
St. Louis Volunteer Artillerists. 160 
St. Mary's river. 142 
Saint Vrain. Jacques. 191-193 
Sanguinette, Charles, 84, 86 
Sansom, William, 13 n. 
Santo Domingo. 36. 77. 201 
Sarpy. John B., 27 
Sassafras street, Philadelphia. 13 
Second street. St. Louis, 23-24. 26 
Schroeder, Henry, 17 
Scotch-Irish settlers. 20 
Scott. John. 127 
Scott, Moses. S2 
Septlivres, A .• 119. 139 
Septime, A., 137 
Seybert, Adam, 91-92 
Shannon, William, 37, 39 
Shibboleth Mine, IS, 77, 81 
Shippensburgh. Pennsylvania. 35 
Shreve. H. M .• 39, 156 
Sicily, 40 
Simpson. Dr. Robert. 170 
Sioux Indians. 178 
Smith, Dr. of St. Charles, 39 
Smith, Jackson and Sublette. 32 
Smith, John B .• 172 
Smith ... T ". John. IS. 57. 81 
Smith and Von Phul, loS. 134 
Smith, William, loS. 133. 135. 157 
Snowden and North. 66 
South Water street, Philadelphia. 90 
Southwestern Fur Company. 145 
Spaniards, 20 
Sparke, John, 60. 74. 84-86. 92-93. 

101-103, 105-107. 110. 136. 173 
Sparkler, Wilt's boat. 85 
Speedy Return. frc;ight boat. 125 
Spencer, John. 6g 
Spring river, Arkansas, 182 
Spruce street, St. Louis, 33 
Steele, William, 53, 103 
Stdnbeck, Daniel, 137 
Steinbeck, Michael, 180 
Stephen. negro boy. u6 

Steward. Robert, 156 
Stewart. William D., 58 n. 
Strong, Dr. of Philadelphia, 83, 90 
Susquehanna river. 13 
Sutton. George, 43, 53. 56. sS 
Sutton and McNickle. 53 
Sweden, 201 

Taylor. Colonel of Kentucky, 181 
Taylor. Woods and Graighead, 17 
Tennessee, 57, 84, 171 
Thespian Society, 194 n .• 197 
Third street, St. Louis, 23, 24 
Thomas. Clayburn, IsS 
Thomas and Galt Company. 17 
Thompson, John, 194 
Tobie, Louis, 137 
Treaty of Ghent, 186-187 
Trudeau, Don Zenon, 79 
Turner. William, 194 

United States, 29, 99, 114, 142-143 
Commissioners, 50 
Government, 37. 59, 142-143, 171, 

173. 178 
Mail, 154-155 
Treasury, 16g, 185 

Upper Louisiana, 14,21,23,25, 29,42. 
76, 79, 81, 90, 132 , 157 

Upper Missouri river. Z7 

Valle Brothers: Francois, 15, 79-81 
Jean Baptiste. 15, 79-81 

Valle, J. Felix, 81 n. 
Valle mines, 77-81 
Valois House. J6 
Vienna, 300 
Vide Poche, 110 
Vincennes, Indiana, 154-155, 171 
Vine street, St. Louis, 24, 26 
Virginia, 30, 87 
Volunteers, mounted, 174 
Von Phul, Henry, 133, IsS 
Voyageurs, 44 

Wall,John,66 
Wallis, Judge Samuel, 14 
Walnut street, St. Louis. 23,26.36. S5 
War of 1812: 85, 96 

British agents incite to, 98 
effect on business during, 100, lOll 
Indian raid during, 100, 142 
militia in service. lOS. 107. 147. 

160. 16S 
Missouri militia organized. 101 
Peace. 187 
smuggling during. 142-143. 146 

Wardner and Company, 94 
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Warner Brothers, lOS 
Wash, Robert, 194, 197 
Washington, D. c., 26, 34 
Washington street, St. Louis, 26, 131 
Water street, St. Louis, 2S 
Water street, Pittsburgh, B9 
Wellington, Duke of, 186 
Wellsburg, West Virginia, 130 
West Indies, 62, 201 
Wetherill, John, 83, 90 
Wheeling, West Virginia, 67 
White, John and Company, 100, 162 
White river, Arkansas, 180-181, 183-

184 
Wilkinson, James, 109 
Wilkinson and Price Company, 40 
Willow street, Philadelphia, 13 Do 
Wilson, Anna K., 1~189. 19S 
Wilson, Major George, 74. 100, 162-

164 
Wilt, Abraham, 16, 48 
Wilt, Andrew: 

agent for Christian, 114. 121-122. 
127 

death of, 196 
forms partnership with Christian 

in St. Louis, 19s-l96 
leaves for Louisiana Territory, 6g 
opens store in Pittsburgh. lSI-I 52 
sketch of, ISO 

Wilt. Catherine. 12 
Wilt, Christian. birth, 16; death. 197 

Civic career: 
buys bank stock, 172 
celebrates naval victories. 19B 
closes store, 107 
joins militia. 101 
plans theater. 194 
secretary of bank commission

ers. 170-172 
Commercial career: 

Distillery : 
opens at L' Abbe creek, 199 

New Hartford, 193 
Fur trade: 

collects parcels of, 52 
makes Luttig agent for. Il!o .. l82 

Lead: 
barters dry goods for. SI 
buys from Mississippi mines. 48 
enters industry. 82 
plans and operates shot factory 

in New Hartford, 110, 120-
122, I2S-I26 

plans and operates red lead 
factory in SL Louis. 86-
87. 8g. 114. 199 

rents warehouse in New 
Orleans, 116 

secures lead from : 
Falconer at Ste. Genevieve. 

88, 1140 199 
Honer at Herculaneum, 87-

88, log, 124-12S. 199 
Lucas at Prairie, 87, 98-100 
Steele at Louisville, 103 

sends Cameron to New Or
leans, 175-176; to Prai rie 
du Chien 178 

sends Morin ~st with lead, 61 
Mercantile: 

establishes store in SL Loui., 
16-19. 4Z""44. S40 157-1590 
161 

furnishes supplies for Astoria 
expedition, 45 

furthers home trade, 146. 147 
partnership with Andrew. 19S-

196 
partnership with Hertzog, 48 
secures agent •• S3, 61, 95-96. 

127, lSI. 182, 184 
seven partnership with MUI

.ina.6S 
lutling expeditions organized, 

1740 178-179 
trouble with MUlsina. 10-71. 

73-74 
Real Estate: 

negotiates with Joseph Philip-
100.49 

purchases large holding., SO, 54 
purchases Hemptted's lot, 86 
purchases New Hartford tract. 

W) 

Soap and candle-making: 
earl,. attempts, 8S, 162 
requests for. 161-162 
succes. of. 163-168 

Social career: 
makes friends. 26-28. 39. 41-

42.45 
marries. 188 
organizes ThespianSociety,l97 

Transportation : 
difficulties. S40 64 
line of barges. S5-56. 61. 65, 8s. 

132 
auc:cesses and failures. 59-61. 

111-112, 1140 12S. 127. 129-
131-133, 135, 137-141. 181 

Trials: 100-log, III. 113, 1IS, 120. 
1230 131. 144. 148. 176, 194 



Wilt, Juliana, 195 
Wilt, Rachel, 16 
Wiltberger, Peter, 73 
Windsor loap, 162, 165 
Winnebago Indians, 159 
Wisconsin Indians, 100 
Wisconsin river, 44, 76 

INDEX 

Yankee traders, 20 
Yeizer, Captain Fred, 38 
Yorkshire, England, 62 
Y osti, Emilien, Z7 
Yosti tavern, 159 

21 9 

Zanesville, Ohio glass factory, 115 



VITA 

SISTER MARIETTA JENNINGS, daughter of Thomas and Ellen 
(Sullivan) Jennings, was born in Shawano, Wisconsin, July 15, 
1875. She was graduated from the high school of her native city 
and in 1919 received the degree of Bachelor of Arts from St. 
Catherine's College, St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1925 Columbia 
University conferred upon her the Master of Arts degree. 

In 1900 she entered the Community of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet. From 1919 to 1925 she was principal of 
St. Joseph's Academy, St. Louis; in 1923 she was appointed 
Dean of Fontbonne College, and from 1927 to 1933 was presi
dent of St. Teresa College, Kansas City. She returned to Font
bonne as Dean of the College in 1935. 


