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PREFACE 

IN writing this book my chief aim has been to present 
an account of the Russian Labour Movement. based 
mainly on original Russian sources. I should not 
have ventured on this dangeroUs ground if I had not 
been persuaded that the materials and documents 
here collected may be of some use in filling in the gap 
which exists on this subject in the literature of this 
country. , ' 

The Labour Movement in Russia differed greatly 
from those of the chief European countries from its 
inception up to, its final stage. and it would be a 
mistake to apply to it the same measuring-rod which 
we are accustomed to use for the Labour Movement of 
this or any other country of Europe. on the other 
hand. the Revolution of 1917 created universal 
interest in the "soviets." Before that the existence 
of soviets was hardly known outside Russia. although 
the whole history of the Russian Labour Movement 
rests upon them. 

The object of the book is. therefore. to investigate 
the main trends of the movement; to analyse the 
origins and nature of soviets; and to describe the scope 
and character of the Russian Labour organisation. 
The latter will be treated here with special reference 
to trade unionism. for the trade union problem ruls 
not received adequate treatment outside Russia. and 
indeed. even in Russia itself it has not been investi
gated sufliciently. The existence of a f* number of 
books in English on the Socialist Movement in Russia, 
makes it hardly necessary for me to describe it fully 
here. I deal with it. therefore. as need arises, mainly 
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in connection with its influence upon the labour 
organisation in Russia. 

Finally, I attempt to throw some light on the 
question of how far the present l'egime in the U .S.S.R., 
with all its strength and weakness, is the natural 
outcome of the prolonged struggle for freedom and 
independence by the Russian people. 

No one can be more aware than myself of the 
defects and shortcomings of the pages which follow. 
I feel, however, that the opportunity which I have 
had of handling documents and materials that have 
already disappeared, or are rapidly disappearing, and 
my participation in the trade union movement, which 
I was able to observe from the inside at a highly 
critical period in its history, imposed on me a moral 
obligation to preserve some permanent record of 
them. 

I have supplemented the book by the addition of 
two articles. The first is a Report on Workers' 
Family Budgets in Soviet Russia, which I com
municated to the International Labour Office of the 
League of Nations in I929; the second is a lecture 
on Russian Consumers' Societies, delivered at the 
Summer School of the Co-operative Party at Cober 
Hill, near Scarborough, in I927. The former may 
serve as a basis for a study of the standard of life of 
the Russian workman; the latter describes, though 
necessarily only in outline, the development of the 
Co-operative Moveqlent in Russia before the Revo-
lution. . 

. The bibliography of Russian sources printed at the 
end of the book will, I hope, be of some use for a 
further study of Russian problems, especially as in 
their more recent works the majority of Russian 
economists, historians and politicians omit references 
to the pre-revolutionary literatu~. I have resisted 
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the temptation to utilise sources published ia 
languages other than Russian, and have made only 
a few references to them. I have also abstained from 
quoting any material published in Russian outside 
Soviet Russia, soon after the Revolution of I9I7, as 
such material must be regarded as a secondary, and 
not a primary soliTce. 

My indebtedness to Sir William Beveridge, Pro
fessor Harold Laski, Sir Bernard Pares and Professor 
-Lionel Robbins is great. Without their encourage
ment I should have found it difficult to complete my 
investigation. 

I need hardly say how much my studies of Russian 
trade unionism haveMeen inspired and guided by the 
works of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb on the history 
and organisation of trade unionism in Great Britain. 

I am deeply grateful to Professor R. H. Tawney 
and Mr. C. M. Lloyd for all their suggestions and 
.their invaluable criticism during my study. It is 
needless to say that I alone am responsible for any 
arguments and conclusions contained in this book. 
. I have also to thank many friends·for their help 
and assistance of all kinds, and my wife for her 
unfailing comradeship throughout the whole period 
of my'study and work. 

I shall have realised my aiin if my book should 
prove Of some use to students of Russian problems, 
and helps to elucidate them. 

S. P.T. 
London, 1935. 
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APPENDICES I99 
. The last two tables clearly Indicate that the increase in 
wages lagged behind the increase in food prices: in other 
words. real wages went down. Indeed. while the average 
money wages for I9I4 went up by I per cent .• food prices 
rose approximately by 5 per cent.; at the end of the same 
vear by I5 per cent. to 20 per cent .• and at the beginning of 
19I5 by 36 per cent. 

At the beginning of I9I5 food prices were rising rapidly 
md reached enonnous heights for certain kinds of products. 
[t is true that the mobilisation of industry in the summer of 
19I5 caused a great rise in wages of industrial workmen. 
though this rise continued to lag behind the rise in the cost 
Jf living. 
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