


Dhananjayarao Gadgil Library 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
GIPE-PUNE-O 1 0849 



BROADCASTING 

THE 

HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
.OF MODERN KNOWLEDGE 



Editora of 

THE HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
OF MODERN KNOWLEOOE 

RT. HON. H. A. L. FISHER, F.R.S., LL.D., D.LJTT. 
PROF. GILBERT MURRAY, F.B.A., LL.D., D.LITT. 
PROI'. JULIAN HUXLEY, M.A. 

For li.ri of tIOlumu in 1M LilJrcwy .. mel of book. 



BROADCASTING 

'By 

HILDA MATHESON 

LONDON 

THORNTON BUl1ERWORTH, LIMITED 



· '9" 

All Rif/dl .--
IUD. AJrD pm ........ S .... T ........... 



PREFACE 
THE limitations of this little book should 

be made clear at the outset. It is no hand
book of broadcasting activities throughout 
the world; it contains only the briefest 
mention of the way in which wireless works ; 
there is no list of existing stations, no mention 
of kilocycles, no discussion of the person
alities responsible for broadcasting develop
ment. All these things are liable to change 
with the moon, and they are best studied in 
the many excellent radio year-books and 
periodicals. The chapters which follow re
present an attempt to sketch an outline map 
of a new country. Broadcasting has grown 
up so quickly, its results have been in some 
ways so remarkable, the area covered is so 
vast, that a bird's-eye view of its territory 
as a whole, however superficial and incom
plete, may help the student of social institu
tions to discover its distinguishing features 
more clearly than a detailed study of a single 
part. 

There is another reason for the general 
form this book has taken. Broadcasting, 
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whether as a commercial enterprise or as a 
public service, is ultimately governed by the 
ordinary listener, whose patronage directly 
or indirectly provides its revenues. The 
future of broadcasting rests collectively 
upon every citizen, upon his alert scrutiny, 
his intelligent co-operation. This sketch
map may perhaps enable readers to fill in 
for themselves the peaks, the deserts, the 
quagmires and the volcanos which they may 
find in their own particular landscapes. In 
other words, it may help them to judge the 
programmes to which they themselves listen 
and for which they are in a sense responsible, 
with that severely critical appreciation which 
all good broadcasters desire and which right 
development demands. 

The experience upon which these chapters 
are based was ~ained in the course of six 
years' service WIth the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. For much of what is in them 
I am indebted to conversations and discus-l 
sions throughout those years with colleagues 
too numerous to mention, to whom I would 
like to express my gratitude. I owe ~atefuJ 
thanks to Mr. Levering Tyson of the National 
Advisory Committee on Radio in Education, 
to Mr. Cesar Saerchinger of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, and to Mr. Willian: 
Hard for valuable material concerning Ameri· 
can broadcasting. And I am under a debt 
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which will be apparent throughout, to those 
who have helped, by their own contribution 
to programmes, to make broadcasting what it 
is to-day. Most of what I believe about 
broadcasting and its future has grown from 
possibilities of which they have themselves 
given me the proof. 
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Well might we ask what Beauty ever coud liv or thrive 
in our crowded democracy under governance 
of such politic fancy as a farmer would show 
who cultivated weeds in hope of good harvest: 
and yet hath modern culture enrich'd a wasting soil; 
Science comforting man's animal poverty 
and leisuring his toil, hath humanized manners 
and social temper, and now above her globe-spredd net 
of speeded intercourse hath outrun all magic, 
and disclosing the secrecy of the reticent air 
hath woven a seamless web of invisible strands 
spiriting the dumb inane with the quick matter of life; 
Now music's prison'd rapture and tfie drown'd voice 

of truth, 
mantled in light's velocity, over land and sea 
are omnipresent, speaking aloud to every ear, 
into every heart and home their unhinder'd message, 
the body and soul of Universal Brotherhood. 

ROBERT BRIDGES, 
The Testament of Beauty, 

Book I, 11. 717-733. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

THE field from which books on broadcasting might be 
chosen is at once too large and too small to make selection 
easy. It is too small in the sense that much that is 
written is of necessity out of date in a short time; it 
is too large in the sense that the total output of reports, 
pamphlets, periodicals, year-books and other publi
cations of broadcasting authorities would fill a library. 
In the following list reference is made only to what is 
available in English; but it must be pointed out that 
a great deal of material on programme and juridical 
questions exists in German, and some in French. 

TECHNICAL 

A general understanding of the way in which broad
casting works, and of its scientific basis and limitations, 
is in a sense essential to any judgement of what it 
provides. There are a number of introductions to 
wireless intended for the non-scientific reader. Here 
it may be enough to mention the recent volume on 
Wireless by Dr. Eccles in this series. 

Another side of the technical field is studio acoustics, 
in which broadcasting authorities and the gramophone 
industry have alike conducted experiments. Broad
casting House, a technical description published by the 
B.B.C. (ss.), and the special number of the A"hiuctuTal 
RmetlJ (August 1932) devoted to the same subject, are 
both worth consulting, as well as papers by Noel Ash
bridge, Chief Engineer of the B.B.C., in Engin«ring, 
October 16th and 23rd, 1931. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GENERAL 
Encycloptldia Britannica: 19z6 and 1930 editions. 

See Broadcasting, and cognate headings. 
BTtHUlcast OfJeT Britain: J. C. W. Reith. (Hodder & 

Stoughton, 19z4.) 
Tlu Radw Industry: as told by leaden of the industry 

to the Graduate School of Business Administration 
at Harvard Univenity. (A. W. Shaw & Co., 19z8.) 
Mainly concerned with American development. 
Very unequal. 

Th;, Thing called BTtHUlcasting: A. N. Goldsmith and 
A. C. Lescabourn. (Henry Holt, N. York, 1930.) 

NtfIJ Empirel: tlu 1IefI)spaper and 1M TadW. Karl A. 
Bickel. (J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1930, 
$1.50.) An American pressman'. view of radio 
as a servant of the Preas. 

Tlu Journal of Radw 1AfI1: edited by the North 
Western School of Law. (North Western Uni
versity Press, Chicago.) 

Tlu Air 1AfI1 RevitfIJ. (H. J. Freeman, 173 Main St., 
.Brattleboro', Vt., U.S.A.) 

The following reporta have a definite historical 
and constitutional importance : 
Report of the Broadcasting Committee: Chairman, 

Major-General Sir Frederick Sykes. (H.M. 
Stationery Office, 19z5, ~.) 

Report of the Broadcasting Committee: Chairman, 
the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres. (H.M. 
Stationery Office, 19z5, 6d.) 

Report of Australian Royal Commission on Wm:less. 
(Australian Government Printer, Sept. 19Z8.) 

Report. of Canadian Royal CommiIaion on Radio 
Broadcasting. (Ottawa, 19z9.) 

International Radiotelegraphic Convention of Wash
ington, 19z7. (HM. Stationery Office, ZI. 6d.) 

International Convention of Telecommunicationa of 
Madrid, 193z. (Not yet issued.) 

z50 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Radio Markets of the World. (U.S. Department of 
Commerce. Washington, J930, 20 cents.) 

The Problems of Radiodiffusion. (International Broad
casting Union, Geneva, 1932, 2 Swiss francs.) 

Commercial Radio Advertising: Report on the use of 
radio facilities for commercial advertising. (U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1932.) 

Statistical Surveys of radio listener coverage issued by 
the National Broadcasting Company, and the 
Columbia Broadcasting System of America. 

The following annual publications contain authori
tative facts and figures, as well as information on current 
practice and technique: 
Annual Reports presented by the B.B.C. to Parliament. 

(H.M. Stationery Office, 4d.) 
Annual Reports of the Federal Radio Commission. 

(U .S. Government Printing Office, 20 cents.) 
B.B.C. Year Books, published annually since 1928. 

(2S.) 

EDUCATION 

NtW Vtntum in Broadcasting: a study in Adult Edu
cation: Report of the Hadow Committee of 
Inquiry. (B.B.C., 1928, 2S.) 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Education by 
Radio. (U.S. Department ofthe Interior, 1930, $1.) 

• Radio and Education, I93I and I932 : Proceedings of 
the Assemblies of the National Advisory Council 
on Radio in Education. (University of Chicago 
Press, $3 each.) 

·Education on 1M Air: Year Books of the Institute for 
Education by Radio. (Ohio State University, 
Columbus.) 

• These volumes contain individual contributions of 
considerable value, particularly on the wider aspects 
of the subject. 
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School Broadcasting: League or Nations Intellectual 
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National Advisory Council on Radio in Education, 
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Inquiry Pamphleta. (Central Council for School 
Broadcasting, London, 6d.) 
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Broadcasta to Schools: published periodically, with 
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Listeners' Notebooks: published by the National 

Advisory Council on Radio in Education. (Uni
versity of Chicago Press.) 
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Voice ana PmoruzIity. Professor T. H. Pear. (Chap
man &; Hall, London, 1931.) 

TrDeke Sbldiel of Sooiet RussiA (Gollancz, London, 
1933): Contains a detailed and interesting report 
on broadcasting and the preas by Raymond Post
gate. 
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The Advertising Agency looks lit Radio. Neville O'Neill. 
(New York, J932.) 
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50. Nonconformity, 1566-1910 ..... nclpal W. B. SELBIE 
15. Mohammedanism Prof. D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. D.Utt. 
.7. Buddhism M .... RHYS DAVIDS 
6G. Missions, A.D. 313-1910 M .... CREIGHTON 
7 •. A History of Freedom of Though~ J, B. .URY 

101. A History of Philosophy. 
600 B.C.-A.D. 1910 Praf. CLEMENT c. J. WEBB, F.LA. 

4G. Problems of Philosophy BERTRAND RUSSE~ F.R.S. 
54. Ethics ,...... G. E. MOORE. Utc.D. 



Science 
12. An 1ntroduCtion to Science. 

_ I,. P""(. Sir I. ARTHUR THOMSON, lLJ). 

,~. Maner and Energy Prof. F. SODDY, F.ILS. 
til. The Origin and Nature of Life P...,(. BENJAMIN MOOru! 
20. Evolution Pror.. Sir J. A. THOMSON and Sir P. GEDDES 

1311. Life of the Cell D. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON, Ph.D. 
1-4S.. The Atom Prol. G. P. THOMSON 
115. Biology (111 .. ", ... d) Prel •. Sir ). A. THOMSON and Sir P. GEDDES 
110. Heredity (111""'I"d) Prof. E. W. MACBRIDE,' D.Se. 
44. Principles of Physiology Prof. J. G. McKENDRICK, 

86. Sex 
41. Anthropology 
57. The Human Body 

120. Eugenics 
17. Health and Disease 

118. Sunshine and Health 
116. ~act.riology (111 .. "ated) 
119. Microscopy (lJIuotraUd) 
79. Nerve5. Revised 1928 

Rty;sed 1928 by Prof. J. A. MacWILLIAM, F.R.S. 
Proia. Sir J ..... THOMSON and SI. P. GEDDES 

R. R. MARETT, 0.5 .. 
Prof. Sir ARTHUR KEITH, F.R.s., P.lI.C.S. 

Prof ..... H. CARR SAUNDERS 
Sir LEsue MACKENZie. M.D. 
R. CAMPBELL MACFIE, LL.Q, 

Prol. CARL H. BROWNING, F.R.S. 
ROBERT M. NEILL 

P.ol. D. fRASER HARRIS, M.D. 
49. Psychology 
18. Psychical Research, 1882-1911 

164. Psycho·Analysis and its Derivatives 
22. Crime and Insanity 

Prol. W. M,DOUGALL, F.R.S. 
51. W. F. BARRETT, F.R.S. 

Dr. H. CIIICHTON·MILLER 
Dr. C. A. MEI\CJEIl 

Prof. F. W. GAMBLE, f.R.&. 19. The Animal World (lIIu.tr..ted) 
no. Birds 
13l. Insects 
126. Trees 

9. The Evolution of Plants 
n. Plant Life (111., .... «<1) 

Ill. The Evolution of a Garden 

D •• A. LANDS80ROUGH THOMSON 
F. BALFOUR BROWNE 

Dr. MacGREGOR SKENE 
D •• D. H. SCOTT 

Pro!. Sir J. B. FARMER, D.Sc., F.R.S. 
E. H. M. COX 

18. An Introduction to Mathematics 
Prol. A. N. WHITEHE ... D, D.Se., F.II.S. 

31. Astronomy, circa 186D-1911 
58. EleCtricity 

160. Wireless 
168. Broadcasting 
'61. Chemistry 

.... R. HINKS, F.I\.S. 
Prof. GISBEIIT KAPP 

Dr. W. H. ECCLES, f.1\.S. 
HILD ... MATHESON 

Prof. RAPHAEL MELDOLA. D.$c. 
RoY;,ec! 1918 b, Pro!. ALEXANDER FINDLAY, D.$c. 

1'12. Gas and Gases (III........" P",I. I\. M. CA YEN, D.$c. 
78. The Ocean Sir JOHN MURRAY 
53. The Making of the Earth P",I. J. W. GREGORY 
88. The Geological Growth of Europe (111""'''0) 

·154. Man's Influence on the Earth 
lSI. Yolcanoes 
36. Climate and Weather (Iffu", ... d) 

117. Motors and Motoring (IIIus<raIIdJ 

Prel. GRENVILLE A. J. COlE 
R. L. SHERLOCK, D.Se. 

Dr. G. W. TYRRELl 
Prof. H. N. DICKSON, D.Se. 

E. T. BROWN 

Complete Ust up to January, 1934, SJx new titles wl/l b.addedyiarTy. 




