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HOW TO KEEP THIS HANDBOOK UP TO DATE 

The information here presented is believed to represent correctly 
the situation at date of publication. Change may take place at 
almost any time, however, in this or that detail of the requirements 
or charges of individual countries. 

Purchasers of this handbook who wish to keep it up to date 
should arrange to receive CoMMEBOB REPORTS regularly and to have 
the section on .. TarilTs and trade regulations" scanned for any 
announcements of changes, which will be printed in a form ready 
to clip and paste over the original passage In the handbook. 
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FOREWORD 

That f.LttrJ)ctive SflmpWtl and w~lI-pr!)p'-'red ad.-erti::.inl!; ll1!ttter, in 
t,h!1 <:"?mTllt'l:c~a.l lanlfUag.., of ~,he. {'.OImtrr, CllUt;t~t1lte ei1ect.h-A ~eans 
(II !'t,mlUJ~.tHlg the mte:n:~t of prospective. £Ul"01I-'I1 \!i1ii1tomcrs B nJ
most a.xiomllli~. o.nrl lh.i:i' iSl flS tr1le in tile more illwn!1i \'(1 -cultivutl()n 
of olr1~1: marl~tts a" it is ill fne' prclinlin11ry l*-tln~ of nfW fields. 
'The fact itJ not geo.;lralh· realizeu, hovie,,;,e!'~ that siullples ILnd cilta
luguet: to fOl'flii/'n dOfltinatiord l'11.1l not Sllll±'ly br' rlrIJPpcd in the m~il=, 
at' they M'~ for d()m~stic di:strihlltioD. Even single copietl of cllta
Ing"lll'EI fLl'\l duti able il'l "UUlD (:I)untries, and not all governmenLH tak .. 
the sanw ,iHW of what eonstihlLes a ~i~mple Imd wll81l it has nn 
(:uJll.ll1ercl:d V;) 1n(',. Mnr"O'l"el', a. mp,thod of shipml'nt Lhat serves 

. n.-:hnirably for Oll€> area lUt£y be exactly t,hc wrl,)llg thir.g t.o ti() :in 
another. 

Failul't· to tllkr: account of tariff re~~latiolLs and rela.tcd c()nditions 
of admission into 8. given country all too f1'ertuently 1'C);11lt;,; .in th~ 
Wllfil.e of cl}stly cl;lhtlogues and samples throug~ nOlld~liyel'Y or ill 
.aT'Ou::;ing l'e<l0ntment CD the put of the Pl'ospHchvc customer by be
ing call('d upon tu ~o through terliou:3 fOI'malities LInd W pay siz€
able 0harges on pabkagf:f'. for which be has }lot aeked. To hl;ll'j) 
AmcT'iean -exporter:> avoid such experiena',s i~ the pllrpos~ of this 
Iumdbook. It carries full iDfol'IH:l.lion un e~·ery "s.'lcmtial point that. 
a shipper n.eellR t() k.r~!}w in sending f;fllIlpl;;Jll altu printed lLu:vertising 
matter to any country of LhB globe. 

011 ~hipm~ntl:l sent Ly Ulil,il llut.iLage should in all CLlH!S be fully 
prep:=tid. ·Where. custOul s duties am ill mlved: they Ciln not be pre
paiJ except. on D"riIl~tl ad1ierlising InI1LWr sent by mail 10 cr-rtain 
Britllih area~; but thel'e ~1rll other ways of handling the sitnation, 
"VI' hi":~h are discu ;;iRed' herein. 

So many clmnges hELV~ {lccurrcrl in th" illfurmation Qonta,ined ill 
the [LI'8t edition of tltil:: handbook-Pll bli>i1led in. 1929 and tw:ke re
prinf.r:ll-tllat "it has ooeD rf!written to il'!corp()1'ato theo'il- char.~s and 
to a.cld c.ertl'l,iu fUJ·ther in:l'ormation IJ.i.Jlpf1l1 to export Jl1 flnu,gen: :;md 
u!J1el'S . cnM'ged with placjng adverti;;ing mtttwr in the han.ds ot 
forAign -customers. , 

ThIS "tlldy is based npon rhe most reliable £orei.gn sources of in. 
form.ati.on a1.'lI.ilabJe, and is bdieved t.o Uf! oorrE'Ct as of July 1.\, 1932. 
Where the ~u£tOll'_S laTI~ an~ nuL df;al' a.o: tQ the tI'Cntrmmt of samples 
and advertising llUttter, American ~onsuls ~lld commercial l:d.lUl:hec; 
ha Vi30 cher.1md lInd elahunited t,he r~"1l1t" of resB:trch mllde in the 
DiVIsion of FOI'!~ign Ta.rifl'fi. Grateful aclrno-wled!"lTlent is here 
givell Lv t1te,se reIJr\!~eJlt,atiV"('!' of 1.1u, United States ill fQreign ('OUll

trieo;; a.lld Il,bo Lo the l)ivisioll of J ntenlltFional p():;tttl Servim"! of Lhe. 
United States Pm:t Office Department fer Elu~il' lJoopera.tion ill mak. 
ing lhil:l tUllctin uOJnplctc !lud accurate. 



vm FOREWORD 

Spe~ial problems on the shipment of samples and advertising mat
ter to a particular country may be submitted to the Division of For
eign Tariffs"Bureau of Foreign ,and Domestic Commerce, at 'Wash
ington, or to any of the ~ict offices of the bureau. Questions 
of a distinctly postal nature should be addressed to the Division of 
International Postal Service, Post Office Department, 'Vashington. 
Samples of the commodities and advertising matter involved should 
accompany the request. 

. FREDERICK ?It FElKER, Director, 

JULY, 1932. 
Bureau of Foreign and Dome8tic Commerce. 



APPENDIX 

UNITED STATES NONCONTIGUOUS TERRITORIES 

ALASKA, HA WAIl, PUERTO RICO, AND VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 

There are no customs formalities governing trade between the 
United States proper and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
American Virgin Islands beyond the usual export declaration (Form 
1525) made out on all freight and express shipments from continental 
United States. Such shipments are governed by interstate commerce 
re.gulations. Foreign goods entering these Territories fall under the 
provisions of the United States customs tariff, except in the Virgin 
Islands, which have their own tariff. 

Domestic postal regulations also apply, except that a postal ex
port declaration (Form S-250) is required on packages valued at 
$25 or more shipped from one business concern to another. Simi
larly, the United States marking and consular regulations on foreign 
goods govern in these Territories. 

In Puerto Rico certain goods are subject to an internal-revenue tax, 
ranging up to 10 per cent (and even higher on a very few commodi
ties), with a 2 per cent ad valorem sales tax on all goods not subject 
to the internal tax. These taxes apply to all sales, whether the goods 
be of local, United States, or foreign origin, but neither is levied 
on printed advertising matter for free distribution. There are also 
special regUlations in Puerto Rico relating to pharmaceutical prepa
rations of both foreign and domestic manufacture. 

GUAM 

Imports from the United States, if forwarded with the proper 
documents, are not subject to duty in Guam. Samples of no com
mercial value from any source, not being subject to duty, would not 
require special documentation, nor would advertising material sent 
by mail as " printed matter." 

Mail of all classes sent to Guam from the United States is con
sidered as domestic maU, and the domestic regulations govern, 
except that the postal export declaration (Form S-250) is required 
on shipments valued at $25 or more forwarded from one merchant 
to another. 

There are no regulations in regard to the marking of goods or 
packages imported into Guam. 

All shipments to Guam from the United States must be accom
panied by a certificate of origin. This sworn certificate may be ap
pended to the commercial invoice, which must furnish the following 
information: A description of the goods, showing their character, 
quantity, and price; the name of the consignee, the name of the 

371 
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vessel, and the place to which the goods are consigned; marks and 
numbers on packages; value of the goods; and all costs incurred in 
packing for shi pment. 

The invoices must be made out in United States currency and must 
be sworn to by the shipper. 

Shipper's export declaration Form 7525 should be filled out for 
freight and express shi pments. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 

Imports from the United States into the Philippines on direct bill 
of lading are free of duty. Samples and advertISing material sent 
by sample post or as "pnnted matter" do not require documents of 
any kind. 

The United States domestic mail regulations govern all classes of 
mail sent from this country to the Phibppines~ except that the postal 
export declaration (Form S-250) is requirea on packages to mer
chants if valued at $25 or more. 

All imported articles of foreign manufacture such as are usually 
or ordinarily marked, stamped, branded, or labeled and all pack
ages containing such or other imported articles must respectively be 
plainly marked, stamped, branded, or labeled in legible words m a 
conspicuous place to indicate the country of their origin and the 
quantity of their contents; and until so marked, stamped, branded, 
or labeled they are not delivered to the importer. Should any 
article of imported merchandise be marked, stamped, branded, or 
labeled to indicate a quantity, number, or measurement not actually 
contained in such article, no delivery of the same will be made to the 
importer until the mark, stamp, brand, or label, as the case may be, 
is changed to conform to the facts of the case. 

Commercial invoices in duplicate should accompany shipments by 
parcel post, freight, or express from the United States to the Philip
pines. This invoice should contain an accurate description of the 
itemized merchandise, showing the quantity, weight, and value, 
marks and numbers on packages, and destinatIOn of ~oods. In order 
to obtain preferential duty-free importation the following certifi
cate of orIgin should be printed, written, typewritten, or stamped 
upon the invoice and signed by the shipper: 

I hereby certify that the abovHescribed articles are of the growth, product, 
or manufacture of the United States or its possessions, and tbat no drawback 
of import duties has been or will be claimed thereon, and that thla invoice 111 
true and correct in all particulars. 

Both copies of the invoice must be signed. 
Shipper's export declaration Form 7525 should be filled out for 

freight and express shipments. 

TUTUILA (AMERICAN SAMOA) 

While there is no direct provision for the duty-free importation of 
samples of no value and advertising matter into the American is
lands of the Samoan group, of which Tutuila is the most important, 
small parcels of either samples or advertising would not be held 
for duty, whether sent by sample post or as" printed matter," or by 
parcel post. Other samples would be subject to the general rate of 
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15 per cent of the value ar-plying on most commodities. (The 
United States is considered a 'foreign country" in so far as the cus-
toms are concerned.) . 

The regulations governing the United States domestic mail are 
in effect for all classes of mail to Samoa except that the export 
declaration (Form 8-250) is required on all shipments valued at 
$25 or more forwarded by one merchant to another. 

There are no regulations in regard to the marking of goods or 
packages to these islands. 

No special documents are required on shipments to American 
Samoa. The ordinary commercial invoice and ocean bill of ladina' 
suffice. The usual shIpper's export declaration (Form 7525) should 
be filled out for freight and express shipments. 
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India, Brltish _________________________________ 239 

French ______________________________________ 247 
Portuguese __________________________________ 265 

Ind<>-China, French ___________________________ 248 
International (Tangier) wne of Morocco _______ 332 
Iraq (Mesopotamia) ___________________________ 2.~2 

Ireland, Northern _____________________________ 2'26 
Irish Free State _______________________________ 187 
Isle 01 Pines, CubaD.__________________________ 88 French ______________________________________ 360 
Italian Africa __________________________________ 325 
Italian SomaJiland _____________________________ 327 
Italy _ _ ___ _ ___ ____________ __ ____ _ _ _ _ __ ___ ___ _ __ 189 
Ivory Coa..t ___________________________________ 315 

lamaica_______________________________________ 65 lapan _________________________________________ 2M 
lapan8S8 mandates ____________________________ 3fl3 
lavs. __________________________________________ 256 
lohore ________________________________________ 246 

KalymnOB (Ca1lmno) Island ___________________ 168 
KarikaL ______________________________________ 247 
Kedab. ________________________________________ 246 
Kelantan ______________________________________ 246 
Kenys. ________________________________________ 277 

~:;.(c<;,~=iL::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ Koweit____ ___ __ _ _ __ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _________ 237 
Kwantung Leased Territory ___________________ 2M 

Lsbrador______________________________________ 30 Labuan _______________________________________ 267 
Laos. __________________________________________ 243 
Latvis. _______ ~ ________________________________ 192 
Lebanon, Greater _____________________________ 268 

Leeward Islands, British_ 8tc British West 
Indies. 

French ______ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - ••• 307 

P .... 
Lero Island •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _. _ _ 1l'1li 
Llberia ____ .. __ ........ _ ...... _________ .. ____ .. 331 
Libya (TripoUtanla and Cyrenalca) ___________ 3211 
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Maceo (Portugese Chlna) ___________________ .. 2112 
Madagl\llC8r and dependeoclea _________________ 317 
Madeira Islands. ______ .. ___ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ 2116 
Madura Is1and __ .. __ .... _ .... __ .. _________ .... 2.'16 
Mabe_._._._ ... _ ..... _ ........ _ .. ________ .... _ 247 
Malaooa ............................ _______ .... 261 
Malay States, Federated and Unlederated ___ .. 246 
Malta .... ___ ......... __ .. _ ...... ______ .. __ .. _ lin 
Manica and SoIaJa. Bu Mosambique. 
Mariana Islands ___ ............. _____________ .. 3f13 

~:.~.:"t.:~:~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~~ Martinlque. ________________ ._. ____ ._ __ ____ __ __ 84 
Maurltanls. ___ .. ___ .. _____ .. __________________ 315 
Maurltlul __________ .... _ .. __ • __________ • __ 387,354 

~:,";!~:ai_8Q)::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~g Mexlco __ .. ____________ .. __ .. _____ _ __ _ _ ___ __ ___ 24 

~~1~="tsi8Ddi::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :J! Montserrat _____ .................. _____________ III 
Morocco, French, Spanish, and Tangl., (Inter-

national) wn88 __ .......... __ .. ____ .... ______ 332 

~:rTI:~:n~~8D-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: 
Netherland Borneo ____ ...... _ .. _______ .. ______ 2.'16 
Netherland East Indl .. _______ .... _ .. __ .. _____ 2M 
Netherland Guiana (flurlnam) .. ______________ 130 
Netherland W .. t Indlea ____ .... _________ .. ____ 91 
Netherland._ .. ___ .. ________ .. _______ .. ________ 1911 
Nevis Island _____________ .____ ________________ 611 
New Caledonia and dependen.leo _____________ 31\0 
Newloundland_ _ ________ _________ _____________ 30 

N~t~~:I!':d_~_r_I~~~ __ ~_~~~~ ________ : ___ 2.~ 
Territory 01 (Iormerly Oerman) _____________ M4 

New Hebrld .. Condomlnium _____________ 354,3IIiI New Zealand. _________________________________ 3611 

~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 31: 
~~:;.ro~si;.~cr::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: = 
North Amerlca________________________________ 17 North Borneo _________________________________ a.~ 
Northern lreland ______________________________ m 
Northern Bhod .. Ia ____________________________ 21<9 

~~·l,;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :;~ 
~~::I~E~~:--~-~~-~~~~:------- :m 
Oceania. _______________ • ______________________ lUD 
Oceanl&. Brltish _______________________________ 3"4 

French. _____________________________________ 3~7 
Oman _________________________________________ 237 

~~~~~-:-::.:-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ 
Papua (British New Ou.lnm) __________________ 3M 

i~1~~~~·~~·lll:~~11~111~:1::111l ~ 
Philippine Islands _____________________________ 373 
Pines, Isle of, Cuban __________________________ f!8 
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Portuguese China (Macao)-------------------- 262 
Portugu_ Congo. Sa Angola_ 
Portugueoe Eao& Africa (Mooamblquo) _______ 1311 
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Portugu .... East Indies (Tlmor) _______________ 263 
Portugu .... Gulnea ____________________________ 341 

Portuguese India (Dsmoo, Diu, and Goa)----- 265 
Portuguese West A/r1oe (Angola)-------------- 335 Prln .... Island _________________________________ 343 
Provinoe Wellesley ____________________________ 267 
Puerto Rioo ___________________________________ 371 

Rapa Island ___________________________________ 357 
Reunion _______________________________________ 320 
Rbodes (Rodi) ________________________________ 168 
Rbodesia, Nortbern ___________________________ 289 

Soutbem ____________________________________ 291 
Rio de Oro ____________________________________ 345 
Rio MunI _____________________________________ 347 

Rod! (Rbodes)-------------------------------- 168 Rumania. _____________________________________ 209 
Russia, Soviet (Europaan and Aslatic)-------- 212 
Sabalsland ___________________________________ 91 

St. Christopber and Nevis 1sIands..____________ 65 
St_ Eustatius Island___________________________ 91 
St_ Helena Island __________________________ 287,354 
St_ Lucia Island_______________________________ 65 
St. Martin Island _____________________________ 91 
St. Mary Island _______________________________ 317 
St. Pierre and MiQueloD.______________________ 34 
St. Tbomas and Princes IsIands _______________ 343 
St. Vlnoent Island_____________________________ 65 
Salvador, El___________________________________ 58 
Samoa, Amerioen (Tutuila)------------------- 372 Western (/ormerly German) _________________ 354 
Santa CrtlZ lsIand _____________________________ 354 
Sarawak _______________________________________ 354 

~::J:,'::~ I~~iiii.;J:Kiilidom:-------------- 168 
Se1angor _______________________________________ 246 
Senegal ________________________________________ 315 
Seychellee _________________________________ 287,354 
Siam __________________________________________ 268 
Sierra Leone ___________________________________ 268 
Simi Island. ___________________________________ 168 

~~:&Orsi.;;;dS:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~f 
Sofala. Sa Mozsmbique. Solomon Islands _______________________________ 354 
Somaliland, British ____________________________ 279 

Frencb ______________________________________ 311 
Italian _______________________________________ 327 

Soutb Africa, Union 0( ________________________ 294 
South Amerioe________________________________ 93 Soutbem Rbodesia ____________________________ 291 
South-West AfriCIL ____________________________ 294 
Soviet Russia (Europaan and Asiatic)--------- 212 S pain_____ _ __ _ __ _ ___ __ _ _ __ ___ ___ _ __ _ ___ __ _ __ _ __ 214 
Spanish AfriCIL ________________________________ 345 

~r.::~ ~':,~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~ 
~~~~8e~~iS:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ 
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Sudan, AngIo-Egyptlan. ______________________ 274 

French ______________________________________ 315 
Sumatra. ______________________________________ 268 

Surinam (Netherland Guiana)----------------- 130 Sweden ________________________________________ 218 
Swltzerland ___________________________________ 220 
Syria and Greater LebanoD. ___________________ 268 

Talwan ________________________________________ 254 
Tanganyika ___________________________________ 277 
Tangier (International) zone of Moroooo _______ 332 
Timor, Netherland ____________________________ 256 

Portuguese __________________________________ 263 
Tobego IsIand_________________________________ 65 
Togoland, Brltish _____________________________ 282 

French ______________________________________ 313 
Tonga 1sIands.. ________________________________ 354 
Tonkin. _______________________________________ 248 
Trengganu ____________________________________ 246 
Trinidad and Tobago__________________________ 65 Tripolitania ___________________________________ 329 
Tusmotu Arcbipelago _________________________ 357 
Tubual or Australlslands _____________________ 357 
Tunisia. _______________________________________ 323 
Turkey (European and Asiatic) _______________ 223 
Turks Island_ Sa Jamaica. 
Tutuila (American Ssmoa) ____________________ 372 

Uganda _______________________________________ 277 
Unfederated Malay Statee. ____________________ 246 
Union 0/ South A/rioe _________________________ 294 
United Kingdom ______________________________ 226 

United Statee nonoontiguous territorlee ________ 371 

~~~~:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: m 
Venezuela _____________________________________ 146 
Virgin Islands, Amerioan. _____________________ 371 

British_ _______ _____________________ ___ ______ 65 
Volta, Upper __________________________________ 315 

Wales. St. United Kingdom. 

~=I!;c=~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~ 
W~~~_~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ 

Portugueee ~Angola)----------------------- 335 

W~~~~_~~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ 
Neilierland._________________________________ 91 

Western Ssmoa, Territory of. _________________ 354 
Windward Islands. Sa British Weet Indies. 
yanaoD. ______________________________________ 247 
yemen __________ ~ _____________________________ 237 
yugos1avia.. ___________________________________ 230 

ZIIire (Congo) Basin (conventional). Sa 
Z~ _____________________________________ 297 




