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MOTOR VEHICLE LAW OF INDIA 
• INTRODUcnON. 

As all over the world, the Motor Vehio1e as a IIl8IIDlI of iln'us • 
. pod whether for oarryin(l passengerS or .for . goods or lor other 
, intelleotual or industrial purposes ha. b900me a great forGe in 6hia 
country, 

Sinoe the speeoh of Mr Oraddock at the time of passing this .lot, 
there has heen tremendous inorease in the importation of Motor oars 
into Jndi .. and Burma: inoluding Native States. In Bombay alone 
the rigul'e for 1925·~6 was 12'157. In Burma DO leas than 10000 
oars wore imported during the year 1928. 

In ~he traffio world this Motor Vehiole has brbught about a 
revolution, perhaps equal if not greater than railways. Railways 
in Jndi .. have no doubt oonneoted a large numher of plaoes inolud· 
iUII towns, villages whioh stOod on the lines. But the Motor 
Vehiole is penetrating the remotest plaoes soattered in di.ft'erent 
parts of this vast oountry and is bringing ·theae into aotive 
oommunioation with the oivilised world. 

That this subjeot of competition hetween rOlld transport and 
railways is b800ming as serious in Izidiaas it has already h900m9 in 
England and elsewhere is to be derived from the attention devoted 
to it in the report by the Railways 'whio~ has inat been iseued. 

"Almost every railway in Indi" reports oompetition of this kind 
some of it heing of .. Dature that One woald hardly ""peet. It is 
estimated. for example, that the Darjeelioi! Himalayan Railway­
whioh has heen eepeoi.I1y h .. rd hit hy DIll'tor oompetition on tha 
road runnill/l parallel to i~has lost .. ~u, half of ita uppar o1a9I 
paeaenger trl\ftio ... d 115 per O8IIt of its third alass trallia. There 
inimiJar, savera oompatition on aeoliioa of the Nortb·Weatsrn Rail. 
way, and . the number of pa888ll/l9r& earried on it during 19~7-lI8 

fell by 900,000 as oompared with the previous year. Competition 
is of oours. l18Derelly tha keeueat in suhurban UslIia, espeeially on 
'he Burma Ralh""s wMob record .. drop of Dearly 4.00,000 pusan-
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gers in the year On the Eastern Bengal Railway in the Bndge.lludge 
to Calcutta and Dacca to Naraya.nganj sections, on the East Indian 
Railway in the Calcutta subnrban area., a.nd on various sections 
of the South Indian Railway. The wid""pre .. d development of 
Motor transport all over the country brings of oourse, a certaiu 
amount of traffic to the railways to which many of the regular bus 
routes act as feeders. But it is evident from the Railwa.y Boards 
summary ·of the situa.tion that the disadvantage to the railways 
oonsiderably out. weighs any advautage of that kind. H 

Similar is the case of tramways, which arfJ generally localiaed 
in small areas. and which feel tbe oompetition of Motor traffic very 
much. This is more than sufficiently proved by the case of Bom· 
bay Electric supply and Tra.mway Co., who ha.ve been plying now 
their own bus service, in order to avoid out side bus competition, 
.ide by side with tram service. 

SimiIaris the case of other vehicula.r traffic, as the same has 
been very badly hit by Motor Vehicle. Bat it must be admitted 
tbat the ca.rt drawn by bullock still holds its own position in raral 
areas and i. less affected by motor in oomparison with other 
vehicular traffic. ! 

Therefore in order to cope with tbe new situation as created 1 
by tbe Motor Vehicle transport, several Acts had been passed by the ~ 
Local aad Imperial Governmeats, and all tbese nOw stand oonsoli •. 
dated in to the present Motor Vehicle Act VIII of 191~ with powers! 
to Local and Imperial Govt •. , to. make rules soitable fcr their Ii 
respective areas. Th~ Object and R<>asons of the Act can be well 
gathered from tbe speech of Mr. Craddock (Appendix A) and tbe ' 
oontent. from tbe proceedings of the select oommittee (Appendix A). 

The extensive and the varied use to which the Motor Vehicle is 
put. has given rise to new and out of way problems sucb as speed, 
parking, rosd problem, noise, Traffic Board sign boards &c., &c •. 

SPEED. Problem was never 80 acute as at present owing to tbe 
number of daily aooidents and the toll of deatb it is taking as " 
result of the development of Motor traffic. The means of measure-
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meant and a .. nrate knowledge regarding high 811eed are matte1'8 
whioh stmawait 8~tisfaolory solnLion. Vary large percentage of 
aooidents .. re due to reckless and negligent driving. To oheck tbiB 
evil and to control the speed strong and a.stio aotion is ne08l.ary. 

PARKING. This has become a great nnisanoe and ia felt parti­
oularly in large toWns like Bombay. Caloutta. In very many places 
oue finds many n10tor oars standing on the road and eanaing 
obstruotion to other vehionlar traffio passers· by and aleo 10 the 
neighbouring sbop-keepers, whose onslomers are scared ...... y by 
this obstruotion. Speedy and effective steps are neceaeary ia 'his 
direobion. 

NOISE To the world of aooonstio ial!fdded a aumptuona quality 
of new noises and sounds partioularly of the shrill family. Thia 
has caused a greate nwsanoe partioularly in big cities and eontor­
veroies .. re raging as to the best way of reduoing this uniaenoe 
without dimiDiBhiDg its utility for avoiding .. ooidents. But no sati­
.raotory solution leems to have been obtainecI as yet. 

'DAZZLING LIGHT has been thfl eause of a coneiderable 
uuist\noe and needs .h •• k. 

SIGNBOARDS; Sign"le are being introduced on large seale 
and it is gratifying to note many new devioea coming into operation. 

TRAFFIO EOARD There is one important enggeation that is 
being made from seversl centres via to oreat a TralIiO Board at 
various centres, and to entrust aU Traffi. problema 10 the Board 
who Ihould go oarefu\ly into these mattere and .. naider Inggea­
tiona and improvementa and S88 that the same are given elf .. , to. 

From the number of proseoutiona under Molor Vehicle Act 
which have heen increasing by leapa .nd bouna. it has heoome 
n_ry to pay more ."ention 10 the prosecution under 'his head. 
Facta from the various cues before the ooud, have brought 10 light 
many Dew pointa for decisiou. In a .... y _ la ... is baing developed 
on this subject and meaning of the warda and phrases or aIanaea 
samed. In many pIr.cea. partioularly in the Presiden.y and large 
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tOWDS, owing to the excessive proseoutions uDder this Aot aDd RDles 
made uDder it, suggestioDs are being macle for separate court to 
deal with c&lIes uDcler this head to avoicl delay. 

The Indiau Motor Vehiole Aot in mauy pl&091 appear similar to 
the Ellglish MotGl' Act. ~ that the EDglish case law has beoome 
useful on many poiuts, aud has beeo quotecl at difi'ereot places iD 
.this book. 

M.M.K. 
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Panj. 10, 17. 35 U. P. M. V. R. 22 and 24 30 
P..t. 41. 56A,34 .. Upon demand" meaning of :1 9 

) ( ) 3~ Vagueness of rules 47 
U. p, 12 (1 • 15 1. , ~ Validity of licenle 31 

Rule. made by G. G. in Council 19 Way-:,"De£. of 5 



MOTOR VEHICLE LAW OF iNDIA. 
"' EXTRACTS FROM OPINIONS. >. Th~ Hon'ble Sir, Norman Wright Kemp Bar-At-Law OEEg. 
C .• ief Ju.tice Bombay High Court write.:-: ........... I have to thank you 
fo so kindlY sending me a oompUmentary oopy of your book on the UMotor 
Y iole Law of India" whioh I am sure the profession will find of nse. 

),"'1 The Hon'ble Mr. JUltice S. S. Patker High Court Bombay 
writes:· ......... your pUbliotion presents in .. oompendious form the law relating 
to Motor Vehioles & will be of nse to the praotitioners and Courts in de .. ling 
with oases f .. lling under the Motor Vehiole Aot. 

'i S. G. Velinker Elquire Bar.At·Law &: Distinguished Counsel 
writes:· ......... I have looked in to your book with muoh interest. It is brought 

, up~ to date, both as regards the statute .. nd oase law, It oon~ainB besides a 
'i good deal of nseful information whioh will make your book valuable not only 
.• to lawyer but also to the layman more eepeoially if he owns a car ...... lt aught 
·D~~ .. inly to find 80 plaoe on the table of every lawyer who wishes to eoonomise 
i hiil.~ime and get at the I .. test ruling under SOlDe section he is struggling to 
,00Dstrue, equally so it will be a valuable help to the oourts. 

"l'~ A. H. S. A.ton Esq. M. A. (Oxen) Bar·At·Law Addl. Judi. Comr. of 
Si~ writes:-Very many thanks for sending me a oomplimentary copy of your 
Motor Vehiole Law ......... · ........... I think your book will be most useful. 

:"." H. P. Daltur Elqr. Bar-At.Law &: Chief Presidency Magistrate 
5ay.: .......... 0 .. ses oited at the foot of eaoh seotion seem to have been seleoted 
'with great o .. re and the oolleotion of the Motor Vehicle Rules at the end aught 
to prove useful to the publio as well as the Bar and the Benoh. The Book 

'" snp,Plies a long felt want. 

:7' .~ J. R. Gherpure Esq B. A. LL B. Advocate High Court Principal 
\.Po,na Law College writes: ........ :.I am mnoh o~liged to your kind Mt~r 
" an.1l II oopy 01 your book Motor VehlOle Law of Indll ...................... the book 

con.olidates ILII information on the point and the legal world will feel muoh 
. obl4!ed by its pUblication. 

"~ Bombay Law Reporter in its issue of 15th July 1929 statll ...... 
.. ,.The provisions of the Motor Vehiole Aot are here annotated with the cases 

in ~"e Court of EnRland and in thia oountry. The oases ara fairly exhautiva 
Muoh side light is thrown by inoorporating ana.logons literature on tha aubjeot • 

• , .................... u ....... This as .lItogether an useful edition of the Aot. 

.~ ~ Bombay Cronicle Sunday Edi. 18th Auguat 1929 has the follow. 
inr:. Motor Vehiola Law of India, being A.ot vm of 1914, with a commentary, 

.• b~ 'Y. M. Kotasthana B. A.., LL. B.. Advooat ... Bombay High Court (19\19.) 
c' .,.,: "Tbe year was So very bad one for the Polios" says the Commissioner of 

; PoIIoe" Bombay, in hia annua.l report for the year 1928. "The total number 
of ittotor vehioles running in the oity during tha )'ear was approximately 11,800 
in.Auding 90Q motor lorri .... There were 95S9 motor aooidente or 150 mora than 

. in ,libe previous ystol'o Of this number '15 were fatal" Drivsrs of motor vehiola 
lInte enriohed .be Indi .... law by providing 48 reportable oases- These and ~3 
l"Uf~ from the Englib Law Report ha.ve been drawn upon in this book. Tha 

: .notes to the aeo&ions of the Aot ara simple and in..uigible ,Tha Motor Vehiela 
" Rules in foroe in Bombay and other Parte of India are given whioh lends an all 

1" .... obaracter to the book. Useful information is also given abou' munioipai 
t&~ on vehicles and the care of molor oar psrls. Altogsther, an interesting " "':li useful boot for the motoT owner. tha anforiun.te pedestrian, and the 
J'j,,~ 


