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MOTOR VEHICLE LAW OF INDIA
. INTRODUCTION. ‘

As all over the world, the Motor Vehisle as & means of trans-
-port whether for carrying passengers or for goods or for other
+ intelleotual or industrial purposes has become a great foree in 4his

country, )

Since the spesch of Mr Craddack at the time of pagsing this Act,
there has been tremendous increase in the importation of Motor cars
into India and Burma, including Native States. In Bombay alone
the figure for 1925-26 was 12757, In Burma no less than 10000
oars were imported during the year 1928,

In the traffio world this Motor Vehiole has brbught about a
revolution, perhaps equal if not greater than railways. Railways
in India have no doubt ted a large ber of places includ-
ing towns, villages which stood on the lines. But the Motor
Vehicle is penstrating the remotest places scattered in different
parts of this vast country and is bringing thess into active
communication with the civilised world.

That this subject of competition between road transport and

railways is becoming as serious in India as it has already hecoms in

" England and elsewhere is to bo derived from the attention devoted
to it in the report by the Railways which has just been issued.

"'Almost every railway in Indin reports competition of this kind
some of it being of a nature that one womld hardly expect. JItis
estimated, for example, that the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway—
which has been especially hard hit by mator competition on the
road running parallsl to it—has lost abous half of ite upper olass
passenger traffio and 85 per cent of its third olass traftie, There
ilar, ssvere competition on seotion of the North-Western Rail-
way, and ‘the number of passengers carried on it during 1927-98
foll by 900,000 as compared with the previous year. Competition
is of lly the k t in suburban traffic, especially on
the Burma Railways which record a drop of nearly 400,000 passen=
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gers in the year on the Eastern Bengal Railway in the Budge-Budge
to Calcutta and Dacoa to Narayanganj sections, on the East Indian
Railway in the Calcutta suburban ares, andon various sections
of the South Indian Railway. The widespread development of
Motor transport -all over the eountry brings of course, a certain
amount of traffio to the railways to which many of the regular bus
routes act as feeders. But itis evident from the Railway Boards
pummary -of the situation that the disadvantage to the railways
oongiderably out-weighs any advantage of that kind.”

Similar is the case of tramways, which are generally localised
in small areas, and which feel the eompetition of Motor traffie very
much. This is more than sufficiently proved by the case of Bom-
bay Electric supply and Tramway Co., who have been plying now
their own bus service, in order to avoid oat side bus competition,
side by side with tram service.

Similar is the case of other vehicular traffic, as the same has
been very badly hit by Motor Vehicle. But it must be admitted
that the eart drawn by bullock still holds its own position in rural
areas and is less affected by motor in comparison with other’
vehicular traffie.

Therefore in order to cope with the new situation as created
by the Motor Vehicle transport,several Acts bad been passed by the |
Local and Imperial Governments, and all these now stand consoli- :
dated in to the present Motor Vehicle Act VIII of 1914 with powers :
to Local and Imperial Govts., to make rules suvitable for their
respective aveas. Tha Object and Ressons of the Act can be well
gathered from the speech of Mr. Craddock (Appendix A) and the
contents from the procsedings of the select committee (Appendix A).

The extensive and the varied use to which the Motor Vehicle is i
put, has given rise to new and out of way problems such as quad, ;
parking, road problem, noise, Traffic Board sign boards &c., &e.

SPEED. Problem was never 8o acute ag at present owing to the
number of daily accidents and the toll of death it is taking as a
result of the development of Motor trafic, The means of measure-
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meant and acourate knowledge regarding high speed are matters
whioh atill await satistackory solution. Very large percentage of
acaidents are dae to reckless and negligent driving, To check this
evil and to control the speed strong and dastio action is necessary.

PARKING, This bas become s great nuisance and is fels parti-
oularly in large towns like Bombay, Caloutta. In very many places
one finds many motor cars standing on the road and oausing
obstruction toother vehicular traffic passers - by and also to the
neighbouring shop-keepers, whose oustomers are soared away by
this obstruotion. Speedy and effectlve steps are necessary in this
direotion.

NOISE To the world of accoustio is added a sumptuous quality
of new noises and sounds particularly of the shrill family, This
has d a greats nui partioularly in hig cities and eontor-
veroiea are raging as to the best way of reducing this nuisance
without diminishing its utility for avoiding accidents. But no sati-
afactory solution seems to have been obtained as yet.

'DAZZLING LIGHT has been the cause of a considerable
nuisanca and needs cheok,

SIGNBOARDS, Signals are being introduced on large scale
snd it is gratifying to nots many new devices coming into operation.

TRAFFIC BOARD There is one iinportant suggestion that is
being made from several centres vix to oreat a Traffid Board at
various centres, and to entrust all Traffic problems $o the Board
who should go carefully into thess matters and consider sugges-
tiona and improvements and ses that the same are given effect to.

From the number of prosscutions under Motor Vehicle Act
which have besn inoreasing by leaps and bounds it has become
necessary to pay more attention to the pr tion under this head.
Fucts from the various sases before the sourt, have broaghs to light
many new points for decision. In & way case law is heing developed
on this subject and meaning of the words and phrases or clavses
settled. In many places, particularly in the Presidenoy and large
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towns, owing to the excessive prosecutions under this Actand Rules
made under it, suggestions are being made for separate court to
deal with cases under this head to avoid delay.

The Indian Motor Vehicle Act in many places appear similar to
the English Motor Act. so that the English case law has become

useful on many points, and has been quoted a$ different places in
this baok.

M. M. K.
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MOTOR VEHICLE LAW OF INDIA.
EXTRACTS FROM OPINIONS.

wi The Hon'ble Sir, Norman Wright Kemp Bar-At-Law Offg,
Chief Justice Bombay High Court writes:~....essseee.] have to thank you

icle Law of India” whioh I am sure the profession will find of use.

; The Hon'ble Mr, Justice S. S, Patker High Court Bombay
Writes:-.........Your publiction presents in a compendious form the law relating

. to Motor Vehioles & will be of use to the practitioners and Courts in dealing
with cages falling under the Motor Vehials Act.

% 8, G, Velinker Esquire Bar-At-Law & Distinguished Counsel

‘writes:-.........I have looked in to your book with much interest. It is brough#
‘up‘;to date, both ns regards the statute and case law, It containg bosides a
“godd deal of useful information which will make your book valuable not only
« b0 Jawyer but aleo to the layman more especially if he owns a caPessselt anught
~ partainly to ind a placa on the table of every lawyer who wishes to economise
‘higtime and get at the latest ruling under some section he iy struggling to
. eonstrue, equally so it will be a valuable help to the coutts.

4 A, H. S, Aston Bsq, M. A. (Oxen) Bar-At-Law Addl Judl. Comr. of
Sinfl writes:—Very many thanks for sending me a complimentary copy of your
Mqﬁor Vehiole Law.sessesesusercensenes think your book will be most useful.

= "*5‘)’1 H. P. Dastur Esqr, Bar-At.Law & Chief Presidency Magistirate
Saysiween...Cagod oited at the foot of each section seem to have been selected
‘with great care and the collection of the Motor Vehicle Rules at the end aught
to prove useful to the public as well as the Bar and the Bench. The Book
*supplies & long felt want.

"4 J. R, Gharpure Esq B. A.LL B, Advocate High Court Principal
. Pogna Law College writes:-.........I am much obliged to your kind letter
J'and @ copy of your book Motor Vehicle Law of India-ssessses sussrseasec.the book
' congolidates nll information on the point and the legal world will feel much
“obliged by its publication.

;E‘j Bombay Law Reporter in its issue of 15th July 1929 states......
-~ Thé provisions of the Motor Vehiole Act are here anvotated with the cases
_injhe Court of England and in this country, The cases are fairly exhautive
" Much side light is thrown by incorporating analogous literature on the subject.
rwvidnssssassasnssennessenn This as alltogether an useful edition of the Act.

_— Bombay Cronicle Sunday Edi. 18th August 1929 has the follow.
ingt= Motor Vehicle Law of India, being Ach VIIL of 1914 with & commentary,
" by 3, M, Kotasthane B. 4., LL. B, Advoocats, Bombay High Cour (1929.)
*+¥ “The year was a very bad one for the Police” says the Commissioner of
: Palios” Bombay, in his snnual report for the year 1928. ““The total number
" of potor vehicles running in the city during the year was approximataly 11,800
inatuding 900 motor lorrics, There were 2589 motor accidents or 150 mors than
- in $he provious year Of this namber 75 were fatal” Drivers of motor vehicle
.haye enriched the Indian law by providing 48 reportable casess These and 43
oad¢s from the Englih Imw Report have been drawn upon in this book. The
v notes to the seotions of the Act are simple and intelligible - The Motor Vehicle
oy in foree in Bombay and other Parts of India are given which lends an all
~ Li¥a oharacter o the book. Useful information is also given abouk munioipal
. tures on vehioles and the care of motor oar parts, Altogsther, an interesting
mg useful book for the motor ownery the unfortunate pedestrian, and the
co,

-

foldso kindly sending me a complimentary ocopy of your book on the “Motor )



