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PREFACE

TuE strike on the Missouri and North Arkansas Rail-
road from February, 1921, to December, 1923, involving
the complete suspension for nine months of a railroad serv-
ing an otherwise isolated people, the wholesale uprising of
an exasperated citizenry, and the driving of the strikers out
of the country, was a unique episode in the history of labor
in the United States and merits the more than passing in-
terest of students of the labor problem. In presenting the
essential facts in this monograph the author has sought to
give such information about the road and the people in-
volved as is necessary to a full understanding of the unusual
developments connected with the strike.

There has been no attempt to justify or to defend the atti-
tude, policy, or actions of either side. Quotations have
been used freely so that the reader may be brought in direct
contact with the spirit of the situation, appreciate the view-
point of the participants, and understand their reasons for
acting as they did.

It was not easy to secure the necessary information.
The position of the writer as a resident of the state and as
Professor of Economics in one of its leading colleges, to-
gether with his personal acquaintance with some of the par-
ticipants inspired confidence in his statement that he had
no axe to grind for either side and opened sources of
information that might have been closed to a stranger or an
outsider. In no instance has any one supplying information
or material even suggested that it be used in any particular
way or for a particular purpose. It has been clearly under-

7



8 PREFACE

stood that the cooperation of members of both parties was
being sought and that the writer was to be entirely free in
his judgment as to the use of the material. Only a few
have failed to cooperate, and practically all of the informa-
tion that they could have given has been secured from other
sources. ‘

Citizens of Arkansas have an interest in many details and
documents that may not be of particular concern to others,
and this fact is regarded as justification for the extensive
quotations. Doubtless there are some interesting features
that have not been revealed, but it appears that the main
facts are clear and that the account is reasonably complete.

The results of two years of intermittent study are incor-
porated herein. Information has been collected from every
conceivable source from New York to California. The
Records of the Legislative Committee, collections of cor-
respondence, large files of statements and affidavits, volum-
inous newspaper files and clippings, public documents, exten-
sive personal correspondence, and personal interviews with
scores of people have all contributed their bit. Claims and
charges have been traced down and checked with care. The
writer spent a month in north ‘Arkansas and southern
Missouri, during which time he traveled a thousand miles
by automobile, seeking information at first hand and meeting
both citizens and strikers face to face.

The large number of people who have contributed val-
uable information, together with the confidential nature of
much of the information itself, makes it impossible to ac-
knowledge publicly the indebtedness of the author to partic-
ular individuals. Without their willing aid this monograph
could not have been written. To my wife, Settie Knapp
Gooden, has fallen the task of copying numberless pages of
material of all kinds. Professors Ray M. Lawless and R. L.
Campbell, of Hendrix College, have read the manuscript and
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to them is due much credit Tor corrections in punctuation’
and sentence structure. Professor Henry R. Seager, of
Columbia University, has rendered invaluable service in
the way of suggestions and criticisms.

The author confesses to a conviction that organized labor
has been a mighty force in securing and safeguarding the
rights of the toiler. Unionism must continue in whatever
form will most effectually serve the interests of the worker
and of society at large. The weaknesses and shortcomings
must be progressively eliminated, and the public must give
patient and sympathetic support to the best and noblest en-
deavors of organized labor. Both capital and labor have
their legitimate functions to perform in the common task of
social advancement: neither is perfect, but both are striving
in their own way to reach higher levels. Both must be
made fully accountable to society for the power intrusted
to their keeping.

Conway, ARKANSAS, MAY, 1926.
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