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To 

ToE SECRETARY TO TRE GOVERNMENT O:P INDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

SIR, 
I have the honour to submit the Review of the Trade of India for the 

year 1914-15 .. This Annual Review is the forty-first of the series started in 
1876, but it should perhaps be regarded as the second of a new series 
commenced last year. Part I contains a resume of the extent and direction 
of Indian foreign seaborne, frontier, coastin~, and inland trade, with special 
reference to currency, customs revenue, shipping,- and the rise in freights 
since the outbreak of war, and coloured charts. Part II contains statistical 
tables for a series of years, which could not obviously appear in ,the body 
of the Report itself, without making it unreadable. These tables include all 
the more important statistics of trade, including those relating to the trade 
with principal countries, the prices of commodities, freights, and the course of 
wages in important industries. The main idea is to make available statistics 
which would not otherwise be published until the volumes dealing with these 
are published later in the year. An index, it may be noted, is added for easy 
reference. • 

Special prominence has been given in this year's Review to the effects of 
war on Indian trade, the direction o.f trade, and also for the benefit of those 
interested in the competitive trade, to the goods previously imJlOrted from 
enemy countries, especially Germany. I venture to think that this will be 
found to be of, considerable utility al).d importance. 

An edition of the Review with sterling notation only is under preparation, 
and copies (including those presented to Parliament) will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State for India. 

It is greatly regretted that, owing to the pressure of urgent work con
nected with the war, it was found impossible to publish the Review earlier 
this year. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS 
' 

lJi1·ector of Statistics. 

DBPART:UIINT OF 81'A1'ISTICS : 

The 10tli Novem1Je1' 1915. 
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2. MONTHLY MOVEMENT OF FOREIGN SEA·BORNE TRADE IN 1914·15, AS COMPARED WITH THAT OF 1913-1.' AND AYEIIACE 
OF THREE YEARS ENDING 1912·13. 
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