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A. PRESIDENCY PROPER.

1. Economic Conditicn and Frosgects.
NORTHERN DIVI SION.

B. M. Kexxepy, EsqQ., CoOMMISSIONER, N. D.

The monsoon was by no means favourable though it proved to be better
than that of the previous year, which it in some respects resembled. In the
districts north of Surat light rain in June and July was followed at the end of
the latter month by a short but extraordinarily heavy downpour. A long in-
convenient break, extending almost up fo the middle of September, then ensued
and was followed by only a small quantity of rain. This rain, however, was
most beneficial to the standing crops and formed the redeeming feature in a
vear which might otherwise bave been disastrous in these districts. The rainy
season appears to have opened well in Surat and Thdna, a fair amount of rain
having fallen in June and July. But August was a dry month in both these
arcas, and the rainfall in September and October was, to'say the least, scanty.

In covsequence of the abnormally heavy fall of rain in July, the rice crop
in the northern districts suffered considerably. Seeds and seedlings were wash-
¢d away and sowing in some parts had practically to commence again. The
second sowings might bave done well, were it not for the entire absence of rain
in August, which destroyed the new seedlings and completed the failure of the
rice crop. In Ahmedabad the wheat crop was fairly good and the yield from
cotton lhere as well as in Kaira was good. The tobacco crop was also a fair one
in Kaira, Both kharif and rabi orops were below normal in the Panch Mahils,
while in Broach the erops, with the exception of cotton, turned out more or
less below normal.  In the latter distriet and in Surat as well, the cotton crop
was exceedingly good, and as the demand for cotion ran high, the outtura from
this crop was most remunerative and compensated largely for loss in the other
crops. On account of the deficient rainfall in Surat and Thdna at the time
scedlings were to be transplanted, the rice crop on which a large portion of the
inbabitants of these districts depend, especially in the coast villages, proved a
failure. The inland villages seem to have been better off generally and the late
rice crop was fairly good. On the coast the rain was capricious, some villages
getting rain while others did not. In reviewing the situation it may be said
that, with the exception of the cotton areas in which the yield was beyond ex-

pectation, the crops in all the distriots suffered more or less, though not to the
same extent as in the preceding year.

Notwithstanding the seasonal conditions, which were far from encouraging
and which followed close upon a year distinetly unfavourable, the condition of
the people nowhere deteriorated into one of hardship. Among the causes which
contributed towards this result were the high prices realized in the Broach and.
Surat Districts for their abundant cotton crop, The outturn from cotton was
not so large in the neighbouring districts of Ahmedabad, Kaira and the Panch
Mahils, but the economic forees which were at work in raising prices in Broach
and Surat influenced, there is reason to believe, the prices obtained in the
former districts as well, The increasing demand for cotton—so noticeable a
feature in 1903-04 also, when there wasas good a cotton crop—is due to the rapid
expansion of the mill industry in Ahmedabad, Broach and Surat, Industrial

enterprize therefore appears, in the Gujarit Districts at least, to be indirectly
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affecting the well-being of the agricultural classes, This fact is evinced by the
comparative ease with which tbey withstood the loss arising frora failure in their
crops other than cotton. Where there were no cotton erops fo fall back upon
and other crops were bad, the liberal grant of remissions and suspensionsin a
great measure helped the people to meet their difliculties, Suspensions and
remissions were given liberally in rice tracts where rice was a staple or sole crop.
‘I'here was no scarcity of fodder as in the previous year and the eultivating
classes were relieved of the anxiety of maintaining their cattle through a year
of pariial failure. In spite of the unpromising character of the seasons for the
past two years there appears to have been no active decline in.agricultural
prosperity. The efforts of the people in Alhmedabad District to replenish their
agricultural stock, as also the extension of the area under cultivation, seom to
b+ indications of a permanent return fo prosperity, and in Kaira, Broach and
Surat- the remarks of the District Officers give the impression that though no
substantial progress was made by the people in adding to their means during the
vear, still there was, on the other hand, ro falling off from the condition of com-
parative affluence, attained since the last famine. The better classes of the
Théna District may have felt some narrowing of their resources, but on the
fajlure of their crops they are said to have found other means of employment,
while the backward classes of this district and the Panch Mahils, probably on
account of their more limited wants, exhibited no signs of stress,

Cwing to the heavy rain in July, the water-supply in the northern districts
proved sufficient, but the scanty fall in Surat and Thdna caused a great dofi-
oiency in the drinking supply, whieh, if it did not actually give rise to the
cholera epidemie, which broke out in these districts, at all events probably
played an active part in spreading the scourge. Ascompared with the previous
year, there was, taking the Division as a whole, & marked improvement in the
public health. 'With the exception of the Panch Malils, plague did not take
a grave form in any of the districts. In the Panch Mahdls it prevailed in a
more or less severe form, but the people as usual readily took to evacuation.
The disease appeared only in four tdlukas of Ahmedabad, the rest of the district
being almost free, and though it broke out in Kaira District, and also in Surat,
which suffered so severely in the previous year, its courss was milder. Plague,
cholera, and small-pox appeared in Broach District, but none of these diseascs
assumed serious proportions and the health of the people did not suffer to any
great extent. Small-pox broke out in parts of Ahmedabad and Surat but only
a few sporadie cases ocourred. There were no cases of plague to speak of in
Thdna, but cholera spread over the greater portion of the district, as also over
parts of Surat, where it claimed aboat 200 victims in the Chorisi and Jaldlpore
Tilukds alone.. The precautionary measures taken against the disease both in
Surat and Thina, especially the disinfection of wells as far as possible with
permanganate of potash, apparently minimized the ravages of the epidemic in
these districts,

Speaking generally, the prices of food-grains rose throughout the Division,
but no warkced variations occurred in the rate of wages. The prices of food rose’
to some extent perhaps on account of the poor crops, but mainly owing to tho
exportation of grain porthwards. As was to be expected, the cultivators
benefited by the better prices realized, Where cotton picking was in progress
in Ahmedabad, Surat and Broach, wages rose temporarily and agricultural
labour benefited to that extent. In most distriots,” the labouring classes found
other means of occupation which supplemented their earnings from ftield labour
and alleviated the strain caused by high prices.- I may mention in passing
that field labour cannot easily be had in Broach and Surat Distriets on acoount
of the exodus of the labouring classes to Bombay and other industrial centres.
No inconvenience however is said to arise, as labourers from Kaira District
emigrate temporarily into Broach, and labourers from Kathidwdr and Mirwir
annually find their way to Surat, In Ahmedabad Dstrict, especially in Daskroi
Tdluka, labour is always at a premium and difficult to procure.

The industrial classes of Jabourers did not in any way suffer as the demand
for labour in the mills and ginning factories in the larger centres as well as
building operation to some extent maintained wages at a fairly high level.
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o accounts in tho District reports rezarding emigration do not vary in
intergslz from those of the previous year. Emigration from the Broach and
Surat Districts to Scuth Africa and Burma continued, with this exception per-
haps, that the restrictive legislation of the South African Government has t]?ut
a check upon the movement among the lower orders. The benefits of emigration
are nevertheless still open to the more enlightened classes—especially traders—
and the amount of money remitted by these people to their families is increasing
annually. Almost 2} Likhs were received during the year in Surat District
alone. It is of vital importance in this Division to encourage free communica-
tion, including emigration to South Africa.

New schools were opened in most districts and the number of pupils in
general showed an increase. In the Panch Mah4ls, Broach and Thdna Districts
there was a devided improvement in attendance. In some parts of the Ahmed-
abad District, the cultivators cannot be induced to send their children regularly
to school on the plea that they require them for work in their fields, The sug-
gestion made by Mr. Doderet in the previous year’s report and repeated in his
notes this year to the effect that school hours should be fixed to suit the con-
venienee of the cultivators appears, in the circumstances, worth consideration.
There was an appreciable advance in education in the Kaira District. It is
gratifying to note that the attendance in the schools for aboriginals rose by
ahout 600 pupils, while the increase from 50 fo 151 girls in the Mahomedan
schools is remarkable, and is due, it is hoped, to no temporary causes. A real
difficnlty in Broach District with regard to female education is the want of
trained head mistresses. If girls’ schools could in every case be conducted by
female teachers, there is hope that the attendance of girls, especially of the
Borah community, woull increase. The schools for wild tribes in Thdna
District show signs of progress and are gaining in popularity, but the Collestor
does not lose sight of the need, which is still felt, for suitable teachers. Much
progress was made in education in Surat District, thé:cause being the abate-
ment of plague and the additional grauts placed at the disposal of the district
by Government, The attendance in primary sohools rose from 28,585 to 32,679
and tho number of such schools inoreased from 416 to 437. Much difficulty
was found in seouring suitable teachers for the new schools, The total attend-
ance was pretty well distributed among all races, even among the children of
the aboriginal classes, whose number rose by 316 boys. The school for wild
tribes at Godsumba near Midndvi is an institution especially well conducted,
and the boys trained there form a nucleus from which useful servants of Gov-
ernment may be drawn on for all departments, especially the Forest and Police.
In the Local Board schools, the number of girls amounted to 1,995, while the
atteudance in 61 girls’ schools of all denominations rose from 3,880 to 3,942,
1 have dealt separately with the subject of education in this distriet as the Cole
lector has not referred to it in his report.

In this Division the state of publie feeling is generally satisfactory, thoush
in Broach District and to some extent in the north of Surat there is a tendency
to organized obstruction. '

On acoount of the partial failure of the crops, remissions and suspensions
of the revenue demand were liberally granted. The ryot in consequence was
better able to pay up Government dues and, excepting Broach Distriet, no
difficulty was experienced in recovering the amounts set down for colleotion.
Beyond the issue of notices, coercive measures in most distriets were employed
only in & few cases. In Broach the people were as usual contumacious,
AIr. Bagnell and sub-divisional officers have dwelt at much length on the diffi-
culty of realising the demand. They appear to have given the actual work of
collection a good deal of their personal atteation, and though the state of feeling
was far from satisfactory, it is reassuring to note that the spirit of contumac;
was not carried to such lengths as in the year previous. Twenty-eight warrants
of arrest were issued against twenty in the previous year, but all the defaulters
excopting three paid up the demand as soon ss they heard that warrants had
issued. The three defaulters who suffered arrest and were sent to the tdlukg
kutchery paid up what was due from them before the expiry of ten days
Contumacy was not, therefore, carried so far as to necessitate the remova :

oy 1of
person to the civil jail as was dons last year, The spirit of resistanc S pow.

S was per-
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haps the most difficult to deal with in Jambusar T4luka and is said to be due
partly to the influence of a branch, established in this tiluka, of the society
called ¢ The Ryots’ Defence Association’ of Broach, The Bhdgdiri tenure
which has hitherto helped defaulters to evade the payment of Government dues
has been dissolved in 30 villages and the result has been described as benoficial
both to Government and to the ryot. All things considered, the district officers
have shown commendable activily and firmness in dealing with the large
number of defaulters in this district, and the effect of their action will not, it is
hoped, be altogether lost on the people when next year's collections are in pro-
gress. On account of the good season that has ushered in the year 1906-07,
an opinion is expressed in more than one district that a large part of the arrears
of previous years and of amourts suspended will be collected after the next
- Jamédbandi. After the close of this year it may be advisable to reconsider the
balaneces due to Government with a view to wipe off arrears still remaining of
land revenue. The Collectors are against any remission of tagii and I am
disposed to concur with them. As the subject of tagdi advances is dealt with
under Part I of the Administration Report it was hitherto held unnecessary to
include it under Part IT of the Report. The review of Government on the
reports for 1904-05, directing the inclusion of the subject under Part II in
future reports, was but recently received, and I could therefore obtain only the
bare figures of tagii advances from the Collectors for the present report.
Rs. 2,45,980 were advanced during the year under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act,
and Rs, 56,038 under the Land Improvement Loans Act, the amounts out-
standing at the beginning of the year under each Act being Rs. 25,56,6568 and
Rs. 4,14,109 respectively.  Altogether Rs. 9,10,436 were recovered during the
period of report under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, and Rs. 1,56,50G under the
Land Improvement Loans Act, the balance for collection under both Acts at
the end of the year being Rs. 22,03,704, Of this amount Rs. 7,14,624 under
the Agrioulfurists’ Loans Act and Rs. 1,85,762 under the Land Improvement
Loans Act represent arrears of instalments due in previous years. The amounts
advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act wero fairly large and show that,
though the cultivators were able, in spite of the unfavourable nature of past
seasons, to maintain themselves without hardship, yet they were forced to
depend in a great measure upon State aid in order to meet the expenses of cul-
tivation. The need for help in this respect was to all inteants and purposes
accentuated by the operation of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act and the
extension of the restricted tenure, which tended to lower the cultivator’s eredit
with the local bania. One sub-divisional officer in Ahmedahad District, one in
Broach, and one in Suraf District bring to notice the misapplication, in a few
cases, of advances under the Land Improvement Loans Act, but as a rule I
think the Mdmlatdérs’ establishments guard sufficiently against malversation
on the part of recipients of such loans, But there is undoubtedly a danger that
tagdl will be given too indiscriminately under Act XII of 1884 when the
amounts are large and as a corollary the season is bad.

Extracts.
(@) LZabour and Wages.

Aavepaiap DistRICT.
W. Doderet, Esg., Collector.

Ahmedabad City continues to grow and to attract labourers from the rural
parts, 'Wages for skilled labour are high, as there is & great deal of building
work going on,

LA

J. H. E. Tupper, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The rise of prices has told heavily upon skilled and unskilled labour.
Wages have not risen in proportion. In Printij and Moddsa the rates have
remained unaltered at 8 annas for skilled and 2 annas for unskilled labour. .In
Daskroi there has been no change iu the rate obtainable by skilled labour, Yvh:ch
remains steady at 12 annas. Unskilled labour, however, commands a slightly
better price, having risen from 3 annas to 8 annas and 6 pies. On the whole
t S year has been more favourable for the cultivator than for the arfisan.

- N

e
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R. G. Gordon, Esq., Assistant Coliector.

is diffioult to understand exactly the position of the labouring classes.
1 amIitnformed by officers of the 8alt and Police Departme::}ts that they find it
impossible to get recruits at Rs, 8 per month. Mr. Nariman Sheth told me
that he was offering 6 annas a day for labour at grass binding and was unable
to get it. The Tiluka Local Boards have had to_put up their scale of wages
for labour : while 4 annas & maund was being paid for cotton picking at Bawla,
all of which would seem to indicate a general rise in wage in the labour market,
vet in the villagzes I could seldom find that more than 2 annas was paid for a
day’s labour. The only accountable reason is the intolerable apathy of the
people as typified by the Hasannagar Kolis who, when I asked them why they
did not go to Bawla and get 4 annas instead of 2 annas in their own village,
replied * yes, but it is three miles away : ”” while the Mukhi reproached me for
taking people away from the village of their birth, It seems probable, there-
fore, that those who are paid a money wage have come off rather badly, in this
season of high prices, though I cannot say that I have heard of any actual
distress. They have at any rate been actively engaged and really do not seem to
care to get 4 annas, so long as 2 annas lie within easy reach.

Edulji Behramsha Hodiwalla, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Nowhere in the sub-division is there any tendency towards a permanent
rige in the wages of agricultural labour. The normal rate of wages is the same
in all tilukds, viz,, Re. 0-3-0, Re. 0-3-0, and Re. 0-2-6, respectively, in ghe
Viramgoum, Dhandhuka and Gogha Tilukds. In Viramgaum Tiluka, which
is a cotton growing tract and where there are spinning and weaving mills,
cotton presses and ginning factories, the wage rose temporarily this year to
Re. ¢-5-0 during the cotton picking season, during which time the cotton presses
and ginning factories are also working.

The wages of artizan labour have been stationary in Dhandhuks and Goghéa-
Buf in Viramgaum it has risen from Re. 0-10-0 to, Re. 1-0-0, owing to the
progressing extension of the Whittle Mill. It was also due to the well-to-do
people constructing new buildings in the suburbs and outlying parts to be used
for shelter on the appearance of plague in the town.

Karmra Districr,
A, L. M. Wood, Esq., Collector.

The wages of labou? underwent no mnoticeable changes, but unskilled
labour is now returned at 2 to 4 annas instead of 2 to 3, the former being nearer
the truth in any year, while 5 annas even is mot the maximum at times of
pressure. Skilled labour is returned as usual at 4 to 12 annas.

Labourers are fower now and begin to demand exorbitant wages at seasons
of pressure, This is teaching the ordinary Patidr family to work again : while
those who have managed, through all these years of diminished outturn, to
maintain their accustomed attitude of comfortable superintendence, begin to
find other employments more profitable than the land. They are competing
more and more in trade, professions and service, and gradually acquiring some
enterprize in organized industry., So engaged, they are abandoning the attempt
to till their lands by hired labour, and letting them out for what they will
fetch. This is generally less than it used to be, and gives a fresh’ chance to the
better sort of Dharala to settle down to steady work.

Broace Disteicr,
H. W. J. Bagnell, Esq., Collector.
The wages of skilled and unskilled labour wers as stated Lelow :—

Wages yer diem.
Year. ! - Cart-hire per diem. Pair of bpl[o:ks
. per dicm.
i " Skilled, Unskilled.
!
o Rs. a.p.|- Re. a.pt [Re ap Rs a. p,
120405 0 s 0 0 42 0 1 4 0 10
19u5-06 ! 0 8 0 0.4 0 1 2 0 1. 0 3
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They remain unchanged but are high as there is a great demand for labour
hoth in the fields and in the mills and it has to be largely supplied from outside
the district, and in the busiest season employers have to competo to obtain field
hands whilst watchmen are engaged in parties of 3 and 4 for a considerable
sum for the whole harvest season.

C. W. A. Turner, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Tn this district the actual * coolio” or labouring population subsisting solely
on wages is extremely small. There are a certain number of bhils and talavias
- in every village, but many of these are in Government service as Vartanias and
hold service lands. The majority of labour is imported from the Kaira Distriet
each season, As many as 12,000 labourers are said to be imported annually into
- Wigra Téluka alone. The average price of labour is annas 8 to 4 per day for

a man, 2 to 2} annas for a woman, and 1} anna for a boy. The price of
labour was not raised on account of the rise of the price of food-grains, Still I
nover heard of any suffering beinz caused thereby, and though I personally
questioned some of the inferior village servants when visiting the villages, no
complaints on the score of hardship were made fo me.

Surar DistrIcT.
A, 8. A, Westropp, Esq., Collector.

There were no sigus of scarcity of employment for labour anywhere in the
distriet throughout the year, A few showers of rain in September dispelled
the fears of actual distress, but tho meagre rainfall at first gave cause to anti-
cipate scarcity of employment for the labouring classes and the Executive
Engineer was asked to take the opportunity to apply for an extra allotment of
funds to carry out some of the very numerous irrigation tank projects on hand
during the year, Owing fo the good cotton orop, however, and the large
démand for labour in Bombay, no scarcity of employment in fact existed, and
the Collector, on the contrary, received a complaint from the Publie Works
Department regarding paucity of labourers available for the ordinary Local
Board works under execution. The rates of wages remained at 3 annas a day
for a field labourer and 4 annas for ordirary cooclie labourer in the district, but
much higher wages have at times to be paid to attract hands, and 7 annas a day
is stated to have been paid on occasions for ordinary field labourers.

It is the custom of the men of the coast villages especially to proceed to
Bombay, Burmah, South Africa and other places where they get better employ-
ment and more liberal wages, and this is one of the reasons contributing to the
prevailing scarcity of labour in this district. In fact, were it not for the
Kéthidwari and Mdarwdri immigrants the labour question would ere this have
assumed a rather serious aspect in this district.

The prices of labour in the City of Surat rose to some extent and were as
below :— -

. Wages per diem.

Year, -Cart per divm.
Skilled. Unskilled.
Rs. 2. p. Rs. a. p.
012 0 030 "
1904-05 e to to } Re. 1to Rs. 2,
1 00 0 5 0
014 0 0 5 0
1905-06 - ves to to Re. 1to Rs. 2.
1 0 0 0o 7 0

The rise in wages is due to the heavy demand for labour in the City,
A_. W. Varley, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Labour is never plentiful, especially in and around the eity, where the
demand is far greater than the supply. The mills are obliged to make constant
efforts to recruit a sufficient number of workers; and the Railway, Public
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‘Works Department and the Government Farm give employment to many, In
fact, no *“ unemployed problem ” is likely to arise in the near future. The usual
rate of wage for a day-labourer is 4 annas, but in the busiest seasons as much
as 7 annas is asked,

B. W..Kissan, Esq., Assistant Collector.

There was a great efflux of carts and labourers to the timber cutting in the
jungles inland, Much labour, too, moved temporan}y to Thina and Bpmba_y.
As to wages, there was no marked change; the daily wage of the arlisan in
different patts varied from 8 annas to 1 rupee and of the labourers from
2 annas G pies to 6 annas and the rate of carts was from 6 annas to 1 rupee.

N. L. Desai, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The wages of labourers and artisans remained unchanged. However, labour
is getting dearer owing to several reasons chief of which are (a) deaths from
plague, (6) emigration and extension of cultivation, the labourers, too, turning
into cultivators owing to the free grant of land on the restricted tenure as also
to tagdvi. i

() Aigration.
BroscH DistricT.
H. W. J. Bagnell, Esq., Collector.

Borahs are the most progressive and intelligent class of caltivators and
their fields show what care the holders bestow on them ; and their oxen, too,
are generally the best in the district. A number of them have gone to South
Africa and the profits made there are generally availed of for the purchase of
more lands. They are physically stronger than Hindusand their females render
great help in cultivation and breed large families as well, '

C. W. A, Turner, Esq., Assistant Collector; : .

The Vohras are the most progressive and enterprising of all the inhabitants
of thoe sub-division. They are just as careful cultivators as the Patidirs and,
as far as intelligence goes, are undoubtedly their superiors. They have also
more enterprise in them, as is seen by the fact of their frequent emigration to
Nautal, whenoe they return with a smattering of English and a pocketful of
rupees,

S. F. A. Edroos, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There has been no immigration into this district. The emigration has been
chiefly restricted to the Bohra community of the Broach and Ankleshvar Tilukis
who go to South Africa and return from that place after a stay of from three
to six years, They are capable of following any occupation and return after
amassing fairly large fortunes, which enable them to> marry their children and
purchase lands and houses.

SuraT DISTRICT.
A. 8. A, Westropp, Esq., Collector.

,About 1,636 persons are estimated to have emigrated to Burmah and South
Adfrioa, from this district. The emigrants comprised Anavla Brahmins, Kolis,
Moochies {shoe-malkers), Barbers, Potters, Washermen, Carpenters, Blacksmiths,
Dheds and Mabomedans, The educated Anavlas follow some trade or serve as °
Gumastas, the artizan class generally follow their own professions, and others
are commonly employed as labourers and hawkers, The amount of remittances
made by these emigrants to their relatives is estimated at about Rs. 2,45,900
during the year. No fresh immigration to any appreciable extent appears to
have ocourred during the year under report. Numerous Kathidwari and
Mirwiri immigrants, especially the former, made their appearance in thig
district during the larvest time, but they are to be welcomed as relievine the
otherwise imminent labour difficulty in the district. 7

A. W, Varley, Esq., Assistant Collector. '

There was, as usual, a steady flow of emigrants to South Africa, Mauritius,
Rangoon and Aden during the year. No accurate figures are available, but -
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from local inquiries it appears that 700 people went abroad from Chordsi and
275 from Jalilpor. The restrictions now placed on immigration have dimi-
nished the numbers going to South Africa. Strietly only those who have
established business or who know a European language can now enter that
country ; but it is said that official vigilance is not seldom evaded and that
passes are transferred from one member of a family to another, or from one
partner to another. The peouliar prosperity of this sub-division is to a very great
extent dependent on the influx of money remitted by these emigrants to their
families and is necessarily diminished by any narrowing of the field of emigra-
tion. Mauritius and Rangoon are the resorts chiefly of the richer traders:
South Africa attracted rich and poor alike, affording good openings for
mechanics, barbers, and small shop-keepers as well as for larze merchants.
A noteworthy phenomenon in Jalélpor, and to 2 less extent in Chordsi, is the
gradual rise to prosperity of the Dheds, They now very commonly make their
way to Bombay and take service either in hotels or with private individuals.
They return to their homes with accumulated savings and stand forth both
intellectually and financially on a higher level than the old village aristocracy.
But they are still regarded as outcastes from the community. It will be
interesting fo observe whether, in years to come, social prejudice will be able
to maintain a barrier against worldly suceess. -

B. W, Kisean, Esq,, Assistant Collector,

The Bobras of Degam, Alipor, Harangam, and several other villages of
Chikhli Téluka and Mahomedans of Bulsir Town are an enterprising race.
They go to foreign countries and have succeeded in bettering their condition
by means of frade or mercantile service. They possess splendid houses in
Degam, Alipor and Bulsir. The Bohras of Alipor and Degam are diligent
agriculturists and earn & decent livelihood. During the year under report the
number of emigrants was 321; the largest figure is among the Bohras of
Chikhli T4luka, Hindus of various castes, specially the Dhobis, Darjis,
Barbers, Shoe-makers, Carpenters and such other classes also emigrate but they
do not earn so much as Bohras.

N. L. Des4i, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Emigration is gradually increasing 358, 32 and 60 persons from Bardoli,
MéAndvi and Olpad, respectively, agzregrating to 440 against 178, 65 and 150
(in all 393 in the previous year) emigrated to foreign countries to seek fortune.
They, no doubt, return with money with some of which they liquidate their
debts and they squander some as easily as they got it and again contracting
debt, some of these persons again go there. Many more would emigrate but for
the recent restrictions placed in their way,

Tua'Na DistrIOT,
A, K. Cama, Esq.', Assistant Collector.

There was practically no emigration or influx of people from abroad and
there was sufficient labour avialable in each tiluka.

() Education.
AamMEpaBaD DisTRIOT.

W. Doderet, Esq., Collector,

Sixty-six schools were visited and the attendance, speaking generally, shows
signs of improvement after the bad years through which we have recently
passed. The efforts of the Eduocational Department should be directed rather
towards the provision of masters for new schools than fowards providing
accommodation for existing schools by erecting pucce school-houses. In most
villages, a decent, fairly well-ventilated house can be found without going to
the expense of putting up an expensive ochunam and brick structure. I would
again invite attention to the remarks made in the previous year’s administra-
tion report anent the fixing of school-hours more suitable to the convenience of
the agricultural classes.
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" J. H. E. Tupper, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The progress of education continues steady, if slow. Signs of acceleration
amone the lower classes are hard to detect, despite the remission of school fees
and the allurement of scholarships, If the Department could be persuaded to
throw itself info the co-operative movement, it would probably do more to
educate the villagers in five years than it has been able to accomplish by purely
scholastic methods in the last half century.

R. G."Gordon, Esq., Assistant Collector.

TEducation is still backward, especially amongst the Koli-vi!!ages in West
Sinand, every single one of which refused, when I offered o provide any one of
themm with a soliool, which I had at my disposal. The numb_er of Dheds and
Bhangis again is very disappointing : they refuse to come, even ina Mahomedan
village like Kanka, where I got the master and Mukhi specially to try and
persuade them to present themsolves. Worst of all perhaps is the case of
Godhavi, in which there are 400 houses of Giras_hlas and only one Girashia boy
attonding the school. Itis, however, extraordmal:y even amongst the com-
paratively’ well educated classes what little practical use they make of their
education. This year, for instance, nearly every village had suspensions and
remissions of Jand revenue on account of Kyari land ; yet although a list was
invariably bung up in the Chora containing all the details of such suspensions
and remissions under each man’s name, in no single instance d:1d I discover a
man who had read the list or knew what suspensions or remissions were due to
Lim, even though ho knew perfectly well what the list was about. I am glad,
however, to state that there is a general demand {for schools .all over the
. sub-division, espeoially from those villazes which lost them in famine. I wish,
I could say that the demand bas or will be shortly satisfied, but the Educational
Department has apparently no funds for the purpose. It is pleasant to record
the elforts of Mr. Virchund Dipchund, C.LE., who has done excellent work in
Godhavi by his efforts to aid the cause of education, more especially by giving
scholarships for girls and thus attracting the daughters of the Girashias.

Edalji Behramsha Hodiwala, Esq., Deputy Collector.

During the year owing to .increased provinecial grants the boys’ schools
teacking up to the VIIth Siandard increased by 4 in Viramgam and by 2 in
Dhandhuka Tiluka. There was an increase of 2 rural schools in each tdluka.
A gratilying feature as regards girls’ schools was that, as comparéd with the
Preceding year, there was an increase of dbout 127 girls, daughters of Talukddrs.

Kima DistrICT.
, A, L. M, Wood, Esq., Collector.

Secondary schools show a decrease of 2, but the number of Primary schools
has further grown from 236 to 305 and attendance has improved. There was
a furthor advance in the number of AMahomedan pupils, but the increase in
that of the Mabomedan girls is especially noteworthy (from 50 to151). Pupils
belonging to “* aboriginal tribes " again increased considerably from 2,049 to 2,601,
Six of these appeared at the last Public Servies Certificate Examination (Ver-
nacular) and 3 passed.

This year the erection of one school-house is to be chronicled, My pre-
decessor deplored the fewness of village school buildings, but before undertaking
a programme of such works it seems to me very desirable to recousider the
accepted ideas on the subject. The school-houses we build nowadays are too
elaborate and too packa. Kor the sum which each of them costs we would
build 2 school-houses of simpler design and cheaper workmanship, and if we did
so the money would be better spent. '

J. C. E. Husbands, Esq., Assistant Collector.

_ ) The enhanced grant enabled us to

Mitar, Mehmgdnmd, Kéﬂohi Sansoli, Vasna-  open new schools in the villages men.
margis. Kopadvanj, Badalpura, Nadidd, ibooq s : .
Skbadel, Damral. Piplag, Davhon, Chalsss tioned in the margin. The attendanes
anl Aliva. Girls' schools, of Dharalas is unsatisfactory, but I
expect no improvement till the distriet

has entirely recovered from the famine,

B $42—3
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. B. R. Heblikar, Eeq., Deputy Collector.

The general progress of education would seem to have been very satis-
factory, Thirteen new schools have been opened in the three tdlukas, with a
total increase of (388) in the number of boys, The increase in the number of
the students of the agricultural and Dharala population is remarkable all over,
except in A’nand, in the number of Dharala boys. ‘The increase in the number
of girls in schools is also very satisfactory. r

Thereis a slight improvement in attendance in the Municipal areas, except
at A’'nand, among the agricultural and Dharala population. The number of
Dharala boys -has increased in a small proportion at Dikor and decreased
elsewhere.

Panon MaEA'Ls DisTRICT.

R. C. Brown; Esq., Collector.

The number of primary schools was 128, attended by 6,249 pupils against
. 5,425 in the preceding year and showing an increase of 20 schools over the
preceding year. Of this number 115 are maintained by the Local Boards and
13 by the Municipalities, Besides these there are 3 mission sohools, and
2 indigenous schools, (1) for boys and (1) for girls, were opened by the Maho-
medans of Godhra. All these schools are registered for grant-in-aid under the
Oode. They are well attended and give instruction to the children [of the poor
illiterate classes, .

Broice Disteict.

H.W. J. Baguell, Esq., Collector.

Education is making fair progress. During the year under r'eport there is
an increase of 17 in the number of schools, the total number of primary schools
being 311 against 294 of the previous-year. Of the new schools opened 12 are
for girls and the remaining for boys. The greater number of schools are held
in hired buildings, and these are often very defective from the sanitary point
of view for the houses are built with very little attention to light and air. "New
school-houses are being built year by year, but yet much remains to be done.
The number of students in the secondary schools shows a slight decrease, but
that in the primary schools an increase of over 1,200. This is satisfactory and
iz shared by all classes of the community. The numbers in Mahomedan schools
are fairly large, and I am glad to note the progress Wwhich they are making,
Depressed classes and aborigines also take proper advantage of the schools and
the numerous applications which the Deputy Inspector has received show that
the people have now learnt the use of education.

C. W. A, Turner, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The advance of education among the people generally is slow, but, for all
that, advance is, I think, being made. The sub-division is most liberally
supplied with schools. In some cases schools have been opened in villages,
where they were really hardly needed and where they could never be expected
to prosper. One or two changes have been made this year. All these changes
tend to further efficiency, The Deputy Educational Inspector and his subordi-
nates have shown most laudablp zeal in endeavouring to spread education among
the people. With better times, I think we may oxpect & cérresponding change
for the better in the educational statistics, In Patidar villages the absence of
boys of a school-going age is a drawback, which cannot at present be removed.
In Vohora villages, as a rule, the schools are well attended and prosperous, and
soon it should be the exception to come across a Vohora who cannot read and
write. The Deputy Educational Inspector is meeting the wishes of this class
as far as he can by opening Urdu schools in Vohora villages with very encourag-
ing results, His efforts also to spread education among the girls are mecting
with great success. The chief drawback to the extension of female education
is the difficulty of obtaining trained head mistresses for the schools, In one or
two villages schools could be opened now, while others would flourish more
than they do at present, if head mistresses could be supplied instead of masters,
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This is o want, which is probably felt everywhere and can only be remedied as
the supply of qualified mistresses increases. Among the lower castes also some
advance in education is being made. In most schools a fow Dheds and Bhangis
- are to be found, while in Jambusar special schools have been built for them.
But all the lower caste ohildren attend very irregularly, as is but natural,
considering that their parents promptly send them to work if there is any
labour available, while there is a difficulty felt in_their case also in obtaining
capable masters to teach them in their special schools. The advances, which
have been made so far in the district, are due more to”the eifort_s of G_rovern-
ment officers than to be initiative of the people, who are, I think, with the
cxception of the Vohoras, more or less apathetic on the subject.

Surar Districr.
B. W. Kissan, Esq., Assistant Collector,

There is among the Anavlas of P4rdi Tiluka an interesting movement on
foot to provide an Eaglish school, which the tdluka at present lacks. Accord-
ing to my latest information some Rs. 2,000 have been collected as suberiptions.
But the scheme is an ambitious one, and it is desired fo multiply this amount
several times by means of coantributions from Anavlas and other communities
in Bombay and elsewhere. There is a talk of a large site on which a boarding
school will be erected, From Portuguese Territory a large gift of wood has
been promised, provided the'sohool is ereoted near Daman Road Station.

Taa’va DisTricT,
- J. A, G. Wales, Esq., Collector.

There has been marked progress in the matter of education during the
year ; eleven new schools were opened with the aid of'the additional Goyern-
ment grant, and the number of school-going children has increased by 600.
The wild tribe schools in Mokhida and elsewhere are generally flourishing.
Scarocity of qualified teachers and want of proper'accommodation are the two
great difficulties to be contended with Lere.

A. K. Cama, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The majority of the people are illiterate, being worse educated than our
illiterate patels, who may be taken as a good example of the Kunbi-Marathss,
Education seeins to be progressing, though slightly. It is noticed that in some-
villages the patels and their bhiubands take keen interest in the education of
their boys for & short time, set up a private schools, and trying their best to get
1t registered and then in a short time their enerzy dwindles away and the
sohool has to be closed. The three wild-tribes’ schools are all in the Shiahdpur
Tiluka: most of the pupils are Thikurs, some are Mhdrs; they are very
liberally helped by the Educational Department, and the Mimlatdsr and the
Doputy Educational Inspector both taks great interest in thom. Another wild
tribes’ sehool will, thanks to the’energy of the Shahdpur M4imalatddr, Ay, Kale,
I hope, be shortly opened at Shirol in- the Shihipur Tiluka. There is one
private English school in the tiluka, viz. at Kalyin, imparting education to 8%
pupils upto the Vth standard. The total number of students getting education
15 12 per cent. of the population (viz. 223,537 souls).

B. M. Kbarkar, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Not less than 14 wild tribe schools have been opened in the Mokhida
Petha. Soveral temptations are held out to attract the youth and their guardians
An attendance scholarship of 4 annas is paid to each boy of a wild tribe school.
who attends 80 per cent. of the working days of the school. Money rewards
and clothes are distributed after the annual examination and scholarships are
" given to train teachers for wild tribe sehools. The attendance in these schools

rose this year from 700 to more than 800 and the goneral progress is very

satisfactory. All this is due to the exertions of the t _ .
kari of Mokhidda. ¥ ® teachers and of the Alahil-
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(d) Cuntumacy.

Anvepansp District.

W. Doderet, Esq., Collector.

In Dhandhuka some 30 cases of proved contumacy in payment were dealt
with by the issue of forfeituro notices.

J 0H E. Tupper, Esq.; Assistant Collector.

The high percentage of notices of forfeiture in Dhandhuka Tiluka (10 per
cent.) appears to be attributable less to genuine contumaciousness than to
misdirected speculation on the part of the Banias and Borahs of the Dhandhuka
Town. They have persuaded themselves that TFabian tactics increase the
chance of ultimate remission, and so though well able to pay they consider it
sound business to hold till the last possible moment & tendency which needs to
be, and has been, firmly checked.

Edalji Behramsha Hodiwala, Esq., Deputy Collector,

The current year's revenue as well as that of past years set down for
collection was collected with case. No compulsory processes were resorted to
except in 230 cases in Dhandhuka Town in which some Banias and Boharas
exhibited a spirit of recaleitrancy and refused to pay the revenue set down for
collection on account of the past year. With regard to them notices of
forfeiture under section 153 of the Land Revenue Gode were issued,

Kaira Districr.
B. R. Heblikar, Eeq., Deyputy Collector.

The collections have been managed without resort to coercive measures
except in cases of persistent recalcitrancy which were insignificantly few.
There were bardly any such ocases in Thdsra. In Borsad there were somo but
in A'nand, Umreth was found to be the centre of agitation for withholding
payments for lands held either in Thdsra or A’'mand Tdluka. Other villages
seemed to have caught the contagion from there and played some mischief
which bad ultimately to be handled with a firm hand,

Broacu Districr.
H. W, J. Bagnell, Esq., Collcetor.

There were numerous well-to-do persons, especially in the Jambusar Téluka
who bad contumaciously defaulted in paying their revenue in 1902-03 which
was a fair year and in 1903-04 when the price of cotton was double the normal,
and liberal suspensions had been given for damage by locusts in the ¢ bara’
villages of the Vigra and Jambusar Tilukas. When once the amount of reve-
nue to be collected has heen fixed, every effort is justified to collect it in
suhsequent years from well-to-do persons who could bave psid at any time and
ought to bave paid up in the year when it was due. In granting suspensions
and remissions Government do not lock to what the average cultivator would
be able to pay without difficulty but to the erop of the village as a whole and
they treat the average cultivator, the Bania landlord or mortgagee, the Brihmin
and Parsee capitalist and land speculatorand the poorest Bhil and Talavia alike,
There are of eourse no orders not.to collect arrcars from persons who have been
given suspensions and remissions but it would be absurd to fail to collect arrears
(which could have been easily paid in past years) from wel-to-do persons who
can pay at any time, and in colleeting such arrears distinction is and must be
made between the well-to.do and the man with a few acres who has had a poor
crop. It was from well-to-do persons that arrears and some tagdi were ordered
to be collected. Most of the arrears of 1902-03 and 1903-04 in all the tdélukas
except Jambusar have been collected or cleared.

The Bhagdiri tenure has been in this district of great assistance to contu-
macious defaulters. In consequence of its peculiar terms it has not beean
possible to forfeit Bhidgddri land without breaking up the tenure. Bhigdirs
generally thwart the attempts of the authorities to attach their moveable
property, and forfeiture of land heing a dillicult mattor in their casa, whilst the
Blhigs remained intact, they have evaded payment and in past years were able
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to sécure postponements and remissions beyond what was allowed to holders of
rayatwdri land. This concession only made these defaultgrs more contumacious.
In 30 villages, therefore, the bhigdari tenure has been dissolved. The land bas,
however, been returned to the holders on the full survey rayatwiri tenure in
cases where they have paid up their dues, whilst in the case of defaulters land
proportionate to the arrears has been forfeited, the rest being continued on the
full survey tenure with the old holders. The result has been on the whole
beneficial both to Government and the rayats. The security against forfeiture
afforded by the bhdgdéri tenure has been removed and with this may vanish
the temptation to evade payment. The rayats on the other hand are freed
from their liability to pay for the bad lands which were included in their old
holdings and which they could.not resign. Now they can resign the bad
lands and retain only those which in their opinion yield good profit. The
number of compulsory processes is rather large, but this district has already
made a name for itself for contumaey, and a greater part of the revenue would
have remained in arrears had not these compulsory processes been resorted to.
In Amod the people showed no signs of contumacy and very little pressure
has been used in that tdluka. Even the number of notices is small. No doubt
the use of pressure varies to a certain extent with the capacities and tact of the
Mémlatddrs and village officers, but when people take up a istubborn attitude
the resort to compulsory processes becomes unavoidable. It must be mentioned
that though 28 warrants were issued nobody was sent this year to the Surat
Civil Jail, and in almost all cases the amount of the arrears was promptly paid
up as soon as the defaulters learnt of the issue of the warrant. [t was only in
3 cases that the defaulters were detained in the ckore or the Mimlatdér's
kacheri; and even in their case the amounts were paid long before the ten
days' period of detention previous to confinement in the Civil Jail.

*

Tuaxa District.
F. G. H. Anderson, Esq., Collector, ' - .

In Bhiwndi again we had contumacious default in the matter of land
revenue payments and when warrants for the arrest of the defaulters were
issued they usually paid promptly. We have not pressed severely in cases
where it seemed that the default was really due to the deficient seasonal
outturn,

—_— 4

CENTRAL DIVISION.

Tre HoNovraBLE Mz, M, C. Giss, CoMMISSIONER, C. D,

The year was tolerably prosperous in one district only, Khéndesh; in Ndsik
there was soarcity ; in the remaining 4 distriots famine was declared though in
faot it was acute scarcity, The cause of the famine was of course a more or
less total failure of the monsoon ; the rainfall was irregular, ill distributed, and
upseasonable in § out of the 6 districts. The result in these 5 districts was the
almost entire failure of both the kharif and rabi crops, except in insignificant
Portions of them. Even in Khgndesh the rainfall was not entirely satis-
factory ; beginning late, it interfered with the kharif sowings, and it was not
sufficient for the rabi, Most of the crops consequently suffered to some extent,
and the outturn of cotton was somewhat below the normal, Loeusts appeared
In parts of Khdndesh, but fortunately did no damage, Cattle suffered con-
siderably in the affected districts, both for want of fodder as well as from
rinderpest ; fodder rose enormously in price, and agriculturists had to sell off
their less valuable cattle. Government grass depdts were opened in the
Ahmednagar, Poona and Sholipur Distriots. In the last mentioned district
surplus stocks of kadbi of Breviou.s Years hoarded up stood in good stead and
there was little demand for Government grass, In Khdndesh, too, although
the supply of fodder was sufficient, its price went up. The rise was probably
due to the proximity of the famine districts, But it may also be due to the
gradual inorease in the area sown with cotton. Another natural result of the

faﬂu:eg;;f_iam was that the water-supply, both for drinking and irrigation
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urposes, ran short ; as much as could be done with the special grants was done.

he prices of food-grains rose enormously in the 5 districts and considerably in
the Khdndesh District. The admirable spirit of self-help among the people,
who at an early stage emigrated in numbers to Khindesh, the Berdrs and the
Nizam’s territory and Bombay, prevented the scarcity ever deepening into a
famine, The fact that work to absorb the large numbers was found in these
places may be partly at least accounted for by the reduction of the labouring
population from plague, partly to industrial development (gins in Khindesh,
for instance, have lately increased in number). One result of the emigration
was that wages tended to maintain the level of the preceding year; in
Khindesh the demand for labour was so great that in spite of the unprece-
dented immigration into it the wages of unskilled labour rose by half. A
second result was that it checked to some extent the rise in the price of food,
by lessening the number of mouths to be fed. A third result was that the
able-bodied having mostly left in search for work, those depending on them
had to be relieved by State help, thereby making the number of persons on
gratuitous relief out of proportion to the number on relief works,

Plague and cholera prevailed in all the districts, but the plague epidemic
was of a milder type everywhere than in previous years. Small-pox is reported
from Khéndesh, Nésik and Sholdpur, in the last of which district there were
also outbreaks of measles and virulent fever.

Although the cotton crop was below normal in Khdndesh, this deficiency
was made up for by the bigh prices realised. Owing to the famine in other
distriots the grain trade was very brisk in this district. The cotton industry
in Sholipur is also reported to be in aprosperous condition. The spirit of
swadeshism is said to be responsible for a mill or so here and there and to have
given a temporary fillip in a few places to indigenous industries, such as hand-
loom weaving. Primary education made & considerable step forward in
Khséndesh, where 71 new schools were opened and the pumber of pupils,
increased by 2,687. The year vnder report was not one in which any general
improvement in the primary education of the masses could be looked for.
Technical education is in its infancy ; the institutions of the American Mission
at Nagar and Sirur, however, give ground for hope that it may have a future
before it. Mr, Orr’s advocaoy of Koli masters for Koli children has much to
recommend it. It might be wished that Mahdrs were not practically prohibited
from becoming educated, except where (as in many places in Ahmednagar,
where the Missions have 127 schools) the Missions provide schools,

The land revenue colleotions were most successful in Khéindesh, nearly the
whole of the demand being colleoted and the outstandings amounting to
Rs. 8,143 only. In the affeoted districts suspensions and remissions had to be .
granted on a largescale. InNésik Rs, 7,81,200 were suspended and Rs, 2,34,800-
were remitted out of a total demand of Rs. 10,22,400; the unauthorised out-
standings amounted to Rs. 36,000, In Poona the suspensions amounted to
Rs. 6,43,500 and the remissions to Rs. 43,300, In Sholipur the amount
suspended was Rs. 9,45,828 out of a total demand of Rs. 12,06,126. Figures
have not been given in the Ahmednagar and Sitira reports. Mr. Orr reports
that the land revenue arrears in his district amount to Rs, 21,29,000, but

these obviously are inclusive of authorised suspensions.

Owing to the searcity considerable amounts of money had to be disbursed
as tagdi in the afflioted districts. The disbursements in Kh4ndesh and Nisik
amounted to Rs. 74,450 and Rs, 1,10,958 respectively. No figures have been
given in the reports of the other districts where the disbursements are much
larger; but the omission is mot very material, as complete figures will, it is
belioved, be given by the Accountant-General in conneetion with the famine
reports. Mr. Orr notices the existence of many cases of misappropriation of
tagdi in his distriot, and the fact of many wells constructed by means of
tagdl grants in the preceding famine remaining unused. The joint bond
system is noticed only in one report, that of the District Deputy Collector,
Sholspur, in whose charge it ‘was tried in all the tdlukds, apparently with
satisfactory results. .
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Extracts.
(@) LZabour and Wages.

Kuawpesg DisTricT,
VW. C. Shepherd, Esq., Collector.

_ Prices of labour.
The subjoined table gives the wages of labour and rate of cart-hire :—

Wages per diem. Gart and pair
Year. of bullocks
per diem.
Skilled, Unskilled,
190405  eee e ves s 010 0 0 8 0 1 0 0
]905‘06 mee ans lf‘ e 0 10 0 0 4 6 0 14 O

The above rates are the official quotations; they certainly are not above
the actual average rates and were frequently exceeded. For example, at the
height of the season, unskilled labourers in the ginning factories could get from
eight to ten annpas a day, Women could sometimes earn as much as eight
annas a day. These rates were paid in spite of the unusually large immigration
from the Deccan which might have been expected to cause a fall in wages.

Agricultural operations sometimes suffer from want of labour and it is
frequently dificult to get labour on the Looal Fund works, The rate for a
cart and & pair of bullocks was above the average owing to the high prices
commanded by fodder., There is every year some influx of labourers from the
Decean and the Nizam’s dominions into Khéndesh at the harvesting and cofton
season, and these labourers always find sufficient employment in fields and gin-
ning factories. This year the influx was unprecedented owing to the prevalence
of famine conditions in the other Deccan Districts, This tended in a great
messure to keep down the rate of wages which otherwise would have goune up
considerably. .

R. D. Bell, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The rise in food prices did not materially affect the agrioulturist who grows
cotton whenever and wherever he can. With the labouring classes it was
counterbalanced by a corresponding rise in the price of labour despite immigra-
tion from famine districts. There is always a steady demand for Fabour forothe
gins and presses, and the demand was strengthened this year by the works
undertaken at Jalgaon in connection with thie establishment of the new Col-
lectorate, The gradual and continued rise in the price of labour since the first
vears of famine and plague is probably the most striking feature of the last
decade, and: tempts comparison with the social revolution in England after the
Black Death, Ten years ago, I am told, the labourer’s standard wacze was
4 annas a day. Now he can earn 6 annas a day without much diffieulty 8 annas
is quite common, and during the height of the cotton picking season even
women can earn more than this. Itis difficult to say how far tﬁis permanent
rise has been accompanied by such an increase in efficiency as to cheapen the
cost of production so that the land-holder benefits equally with the labourer
I am inclined to think, however, that this is the tendency. At all events one
hears no serious grumbling about the increased cost of cultivation. It mu’st be
remem})ered, too, that some of the agencies which have helped to contribute
to the inoreased cost of labour—e. g., the Railway Workshops at Bhusival, and
the spinning and weaving mill at Jalgaon—have undoubtedly improveh the
efficioncy of the labourer as well, and that, while there is a tendency to spend

some of the increase on liquor, most of it has i o .
the labourer and therewith hi; efficiency. gone fo improve the condition of
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Digambar Dalays, Esq., Deputy Collector.
Prices of labour.

Wages por diom. Carta and pair
Year. of bullocks
per diem.
Skilled. Unskilled.
1904-056 en . ¢10 0 0 3 0 1 00
1905'06 e [T avs * L11) 0 10 0 0 3 0 0 12 0

Labouring classes from the Deccan betake themselves to the Khdindesh as
they do to Bombay, Poona and other places where wages can be had in fair
weather. But during the year under report the influx of the Deccan labourers
into the Khindesh was unprecedented. ‘The rate of wages fell considerably
below the normal, and after employing the full number of hands in their mills
and ginning factories the managers always found numbers waiting at the gate
from day to day seeking to be employed.

J. E. Sahasrabodhe, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The condition of the labouring classes was quite satisfactory, The standard
of wages was not very high for field Iabour this year because many labourers
came into this division on account of scarcity in the Decean Districts. It
ranged from threeto four annas a day. The number of labourers in this distriet
is fewer than the demand for them. Although many persons immigrated from
the famine-stricken districts yet all found sufficient work ir picking of cotton
and harvesting of crops, The factories in this distriet in the working season
raise the wages to & considerable extent, each adult male getting four to six annas
a day. The labourers from the famine-stricken distriets flocked ir the cotton
season and af the time of harvesting. Labourers in Jamner secured exception-
ally good wages on account of their employment on cutting grass in the kurans
which is also a good source of employment in other parts of the district, The
earnings of the labourers are sufficient to last them through the whole of the
year, although they are said to live from hand to mouth. Many of the Looal
Fund works have to be given up sometimes for the prevalence of higher wages
in the harvesting and cotton season, which evidently shows that there is great
demand for labourers,

Nasik Dismicr,
V. N. Khopkar, Esq., Deputy Colleotor.

The marginal
table gives the
Niphtd. | Yoot ywacas of labour,

1005-06. 1904-05.

Sloner, | Igatpurd. | Niphéd. | Teola, | Slobar. | Igatpurd.

Skilled w 080j1006]06 0|01 0] 08¢|200[080|0I20¢C

Veskited -] 0 3 0| 03 0| 02| oam|oao|oso|loas osoe B0y appreciable

fluctuations,

"

Poona DistrICT. -

A. H. A, Simcox, Esq., Collector.

The marginal {able which represents the average wages of skilled and
' - unskilled labour throughout the district shows

o pordlem | wns,, DO veriation except in the case of cart-hire as
" compared with the rates prevailing the preced-

ing year, The variation is due to fodder being
very dear and a large number of bullocks being
sold. The rate of unskilled wagesdid not go
down owing to a large number of labouring
¢classes having emigrated to more prosperous tracts outside the distriot. ’

Year,

Skilled. |Unakilled,

1004-08 - 0100 |0 83 0] 014 0
1000-00 - 0100 0390 1Lo00

These do not show .
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Sunovarvr DisTRICT.

A. B. Boaus, Esq., Collector.

Wages remained comparatively high during the season, The maintenance
of the rate of wages was due partly to extensive migration on the part of the
locally nnemployed, partly to the existence of centres of employment, such as
the three famive works, the Bérsi Light Railway extensions, and (in a lesser
degree) the Wadshivna Tank Canals.

V. K. Namjoshi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

aces did not £o so Jow as might have been expected, @nd indeed in some
casesw;re;e higher thgan usaal, the principal causes that gontn])ubed towards this
result being (i) extensive migration, {ii) work in connection m.th the I.'andharpur
extension of the Barsi Light Railway, and (iii) numerous tagéi works in progress.
A peculiar state of things was thus in existence. Famine wasin the land—
relief works were in progress—and yet a [airly high rate of wages prevailed in
areas not far from the centros of these works.

(b) Migration,

Kavxpesa Disteicr.
W. C. Shepherd, Esjg., Collector.

Emigration from Khdindesh is practically unknown. Recently, I believe,
a few of the Mavchis and bBhils in Nawdpur have been tempted into the Gaik-
war's dominions across the Tipti by the liberal terms offered to seftlers there.
As regards immigration, a small number of people come from the Nizam’s
dominions, Nagar and other neighbouring distriets from year to year when the
cotton factories are working, but they generally return to their homes before
the rains. This year, however, their influx was unprecedented owing to the
prevalence of famine conditions in the other Deccan Districts and all found
employment in factories in the cotton season and at harvest time and returned
to their homes before the rains as usual.

R. D, Beli, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Temporary immigration for the purpose of employment in the gins and
presses appears to be on the increase. Famine conditions in other districts,
especially Ahmednagar, increased the mumber of immigrants this year. All
were heartily welcome, however, in a division where labour is scarce and dear,
Large numbers obtained employment at the new Civil Station at Jalgaon.
Prices of labour remained high nevertheless, There was no emigration.

Digambar Dalaya, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The people of the Khindesh Distriet are so much bound down to their soil and
their climate that they nover as a rale emigrate. Through famine, and through
Pplague, they have stuck to their country. The idea never occurs to them to go
elsewhere in search of food or safety. All their migrations are confined to
movements from one village to another. This is due partly to the richness of
the soil and partly to the sparseness of the population, Last year's famine in
the Deccan drove hundreds of families to the Khdndesh. They heard that there
was corn in Khindesh and that there was work to be had. Some of the Deccan
immigrants had to wait for a few days at the gates of the ginning factories, but

I do not know that any of them had either to go back or to go elsewhere in
search of food and employment,

J. E. Sahasrabudhe, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There was absolutely no emigration, the season being a good one on the
whole ; but there was noticeable immigration from the districts of the Deccan
which were affected by famine, in search of employment. The immigra.ut;
came in December and remained until the cotton season and the harvestine was
over, The ginuing factories and the field work were then in full swing and
there was no difficulty for the immigrants to find employment. Some people
come every year from other districts in harvest time, but the immieration this
year was much more than usual and lasted for a long time. °

B 942—5



18

Nasix Disrricr.

“R. A, L. Mocre, Esq., Collecter.

The situation was further relieved by the large emigration of able-bodied
men, chiefly to work as carters and coolies in Bombay., This emigration takes
place yearly from the south of the district which is near the railway line, but
greatly exceeded normal dimensions in the year under report. Immigration
was noticeable in the Nisik Tdiluka where the immigrants came from the Niphiid
and Sinnar Tilukds of this district and the Sangamner, Kopargaon and
Rihuri Tilukds of the Ahmednagar District, owing to the rabi erop having
been generally good throughout the western part of the N4sik Tiluka; and
at the Chinkipur Tank in the Kalwan Tiluka where many workers, chiefly
M4hirs, came from the Ahmednagar District, Emigration mainly of labourers
took place from the Yeola, Sinnar and Niph4d Talukds to Bombay and the
Konkan on the one hand, and to Khindesh and Berdr on the other. Nearly
5,000 persons emigrated from the eastern: part of the Igatpuri Tdluka between
March and May to Bombay and fo the Thina Districts where grass cutting
operations were in progress. As usual 8 fair number of people temporarily
emigrated from East Kalwan, mostly to Bombay, but some also to the Xhdndesh
cotton mills, ' -

J: T. Scotson, Esq., Assistant Collector,

There has been no considerable permanent movement amongst the inhabit-
ants of this sub-division during the year under report. There is one important
seasonal movement of labourers and cartmen from the Niusik Tdluka down to
Bombay. They go soon after the harvest of one yegr is over and return in time
for the preparation of lands for the coming cultivating season. In some few
cases in Peint cultivators have thrown up their lands and migrated to the
adjacent Native States of Dharampur and Surgana. The year was notable for
a very large influx into the Ndsik Tdluka of labourers from the nearer tilukis
of Nagar and the adjacent tidlukés of this district. As the rabi orops in the
western half of the tdluka were fairly good there was an abundance of labour
for them. This movement is, I believe, not usual and was the result of the
scarcity in the Nagar Distriet,

AuuMEDNAGAR DiIsrrior.

J. Ghosal, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The most remarkable feature to be noticed was the emigration. This year
the famine was not severe. The prices never rose very high, specially compared
to other famine years; yet the exodus was unprecedented. The number of
emigrants for Sangamnper Tiluka alone was over ten thousand. Even Akola
sent out nearly 3,000 people. Still another peculiarity to be mnoticed is that
many of the emigrants have not yet returned ; ordinarily they return with the
first shower of rain, but this year, in spite of heavy rainfall and universal
sowing, many of the emigrants, I learn, will not be returning till it is full
harvesting time. Over 500 people even from AXkola have yet stayed away,
and till now the hill people of Akola have been the most .difficult to persuade
to leave their villages. The successive years of famine have gradually broken
down the prejudices of the people. An indirect effect of this large exodus was
to keep the price of wages normal. As many of the ordinary labouring classes
left the distriet, those who remained could still rely on getting fair wages. I
would also point out that in the Musalwddi relief camp, out of 2,800 workers
900 were from other and distant tdlukds, This also goes to show how people
are learning to go elsewhere in search of work instead of sticking to their
villages, 1t is to be noted that this exodus was in spite of the fact that the
famine was not very severe, and leads us to hope that in case of severe scarcity
the emigration would be much greater, and the former necessity for providing
local works for the entire labouring classes will no longer be necessary.
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Pooxa DisrricT.
A, H. A. Simcox, Esg., Collector.

Some 25,000 people from Dhond Peta, 15,000 from Inddpur, 7,000 fro:
Sirur, 4,000 from Bhimthadi, 4,000 from S4swad, in all about 55,000 peop!
from the Eastern Division, emigrated to Berdr, Khindesh, Bombay a.nd' othe
places; so also about 600 people from Haveli Tiluka, 1,000 from Mulshi Pet:
300 from Ambegaon Peta and nearly a quarter of the population of Khed an
Junnar Tilukds emigrated for work to Bombay and other places owing to th
provalence of famine. Almost all the emigrants have now refurned fo
resuming agricultural operations. Bhimthadi and Indépur Télukds provide:
work for labourers on the sugar-cane plantations on the Nira Canal, and som
6,000 people from outside villages immigrated into the 1rrlgated villages o
these tilukds for work., In Miwal Tdluka the work of doubling the railwa;
line was in progress and some 2 or 3 thousand I*bourers were employed by th:
railway contractors on the said work,

E. J. Bolus, ]'i‘.sq., Assistant Collector.

The remedial measures taken by Government were to a large exten
seconded by the efforts of the people themselves. For it is now obvious tha
the Deccani cultivators have at length learnt a few lessons in the bifter schoo
of experience. Having come to consider famine as something in the ordinary
courso of affairs, they begin to realise the need of self-reliance and self-help
Thus a most notable feature in the situation was the readiness with which ¢
large part of the population emigrated to Bombay in the closing months of
1905. 1t is estimated that a third of the inhabitants of the affected villages in
Jupnar and Khed removed to the capital, taking with them theit carts an¢
bullocks: Few of these emigrants returned until June, so that presumably al
found profitable employment in the mills, docks, and other cenires of metro.
}aolitan industry, During the hot weather the work of doubling the railway
ine between Poona and Londvli aftracted many persons from Haveli and othe
tdlukds. This enormous exodus is a very striking fact, and finds no parallel ir
recent seasons.

J. P, Brander, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Emigration ocourred on a very large scale. The labouring class mostly
emigrated to the Berdrs, Khindesh and to Bombay, The Berdrs with their
recent great agrioultural, and Bombay with its industrial, development are
serving the part of relief works for the Deccan. In fact the small cultivator
who could not leave his cattle or fields was worse off than the labourer who
could emigrate. It was fo relieve the small cultivators that the village works
in Sirur were opened. '

Su_ompun Disrricr.
A. E. L. Emaanuel, Esq., Assistant Collector

The most striking feature of the year was the extent of emigration from
tue villages. I should not be surprised if half the the population of Karmdla
gélt‘lllka exlmgrated (to return again) without apparently very serious results
o themselves, :

V. K. Namjoshi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The quickening of the rayats’ migratory instinct was accelerated by the
character of the Iast season and migration indeed was very freely resorted to with-
out waiting for relief works to be opened. While -this extensive migration
lightened our labours in one direction it added not a little to our difficulties in
another. On therelief works on which, Jjudging from past famines, at least 30,000
people might have been expected to be relieved, only about 4,000 appeared. ’But
the emigrants had left behind their incapable relatives and dependants to the
mercy of village or State charity, and as the former contracted they began to
clamour for the latter. Even as early as December, before any famine or test
works were opened, destitutes were to be seen applying for gratuitous relief in
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the worse villages of Sangola, Emergent cases out of these were relicved with
the special grant Government were pleased to allot to the district. A majority
of the emigrants have now returned and our dole lists also are being
contracted.

Satara DisTrICT,

S. R. Arthur, Esq., Collector.

The people have in my opinion shown great resisting power and a laudable
determination to help themselves. This is evidenced by the fact that, while
the loss of crop was complete over an area comprising more than half the distriet,
the people, instead of either waiting to die in their villages or swarming on the
relief works, emigrated in crowds to Bombay and other labour centres to earn
their living and tide over the period of distress,. From my experienoe of previous
famines in the Decoan I should have expected this yoar to see at least 30,000
people on relief works, instead of which the numbers at no time reached a tithe
of that figure, This unprecedented emigration stands out as the prominent
feature of the rcoent as compared with previous periods.of distress. The
principal eauses of this extensive emigration are annual virulent plague epidemios
and a series of bad seasons. Sdtira Distriot has suffered very severely from
plague. Taking recorded figures only, no less than 1/7th of the population have
died of it in the last few years. With such a sword of Damocles hanging each
year over their heads, it is not unnatural that the people have sought means of
support away fromhome. At the same time, the death-rate from plague among
labourers in industrial centres has undoubtedly created an increased demand for
labour. Thus thero has been the incentive of good wages to be earned in Bom-
bay and elsewhere to add stimulus to a natural desire to escape from villages
barren of crops and infected with plague. These causes have co-existed for years
past and a famine year has only accentuated the movement,

O. Rothfeld, Esq., Assistant Collector.

In the current year from the distressed areas numbers riching one-half or
even two-thirds of the population of each village have sought and found employ-
ment in Bombay, in the Berdrs, in the gardens of Bir4mati, or in the dominions
of His Highness the Nizam. And necessarily the vast majority of those emi-
grants—driven not by fears for their subsistence but by the law of supply and
demand-—were tle able.-bodied inhabitants.

A. Montgomerie, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Last year’s famine had already sent a large numiber of people out of the
district. Many of these delayed their return till they were assured that it was
worth their while to come back. When it was plain that the season was likely
to prove a failure these made up their minds to stay away. They were jJoined
by many others with the result that the emigration mentioned in last year's
report reached its normal figures this year. On a rough estimate, some 15 per
cent. of the population in the affected part of the eharge must have emlgga.ted.
In some villages of the Khdnipur Téluka, such as Hanmantwédiye, practically
the whole able-bodied population left, and in the poorer more easterly villages
of the samie tdluka 50 per cent. was no uncommon figure, It is undoubtedly
due to this emigration that there was so little acute distressip the distriof un@er
conditions which must anywhere else have spelled- famine, Instead of remain-
ing to die in their villages, or going to-swell the numbers on the relief works,
the peasants took up their fortunes in their hands and weant out to seek new
walks in life, It is, however, only the extent to which this was donq that is
new. Emigration has become a feature of life in Sdtira. T!us is mainly due
to the proximity of the railway. The people remain in their villages for the
sowing and harvest and in the agricultural slack time go to Bombay. Some,
I have heard, have gone from Khdndpur to Karichi, no doubt because they
have friends there who bave informed them of the demand for labour. The
movement seoms to be most general among the dMahirs and the oth_er low castes
Wwho in every bad season at once seck the oities. The effects of this movement
are various. In famine years the advantages are most obvious, for people who
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would have to be provided for by Government are taken out of the way and
the emigrants may find themselves in a position to help those who are left
behind, This year, though I have not any figures, I have been informed that
a very large amount of money has been received in the charge in the shape
of money orders. This must have contributed materially to the relief of
distress. Even in good years the result of the emigration to Bombay is o
bring money into the country. The emigrants remit money to their families,
and some earn enough to pay their Goverament dues or to reduce the debt of

the saokar.
(¢) Education,

Euna’spesa Disrricr.

W. C. Shepherd, Esq., Collector.

The year under report has been marked by considerable progress in
primary education. The number of primary schools has been inereased by
71 and the number of pupils by 2,637 and new school buildings numbering

1] were completed during the year under review.

The Distriot Local Board have appointed a special committee to supervise

the Technieal School at Dhulia and the school appears to give promise of a
useful future as the expansion of its scope and wutility by the addition of a
workshop is under the consideration of the Board. Af present the develop-
ment of the school is scmewhat hampered by the fact that it is techrnieally
under the control of the Educational Department. This arrangement causes
difficulty and delay in dealing with the funds without any corresponding
“advantage, It has been proposed that the school should be under the complete
control of the Committee and I hope the proposal will be accepted. The
Laocal Trainipg College here has been enlarged by the addition of residential
quarters. The Bhil school at Natawad in Nandurbar T4luka is ore of the most .
flourishing primary schools in the distriet. This is mainly duoe to the keen
personal interest taken iu it by the leading men of the village. The Bhil

boarding school at Nandurbar is also flourishing.

R. D. Bell, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Education is undoubtedly spreading among the agricultural classes. How
far the cultivator is thersby more fully equipped to maintain himself in the
pursuit of agriculture or o fit himself for entering on new fields of industry
it is impossible for me, without more experience, to say. The effort about to
be msde to improve Mahomedan education all over East Khindesh by the
?tal;(llisgment of & Training School with hostel at Nasirabad may be men-

ioned here,

E. H, Waterfield, Eeq., Assistant Collector.

The schools in municipalities and other large towns are flourishing, but
there is a great deal to be desired in the condition of those in the villagas. The
schools at Brahmanwel, a large village in the Pimpalner Tdluka, has had to be -
closed owing to smallness of attendence ; the numbers in other schools are far
from encouraging. No doabt this is chiefly due to the prevalence of the lower
class of cultivators who do not realize the advantages of education when it
prevents their children from helping them in the fields, and only allow taem
to obtain a mere smattering. The Bhil boarding school at Nandurbir is
flourishing, and its satisfactory condition is due in & great measure to the
enorgy of Mr. Chandorkar, the late Mdmlatdir. Here again I find that
parents are inclined to remove their sons before the course is completed, and I
have tried to check this by making them sign an agreement, before the boy
is admitted, that they will not take him away without the consent of the
School Committee, ' '

G. P, Thakar, Esq., Deputy Collector,

The year under report is distinctly marked with s .considerable
in education, In the whole district 71 more primary schools werep;;gfxe:; )
and the number of students increased by 2,629, - Three secondary schools were -
B 942—6 | S - T
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closed, but notwithstanding this the total number of students increased.
The percentage of school-going children, though slightly improved over the
previous year, is still very low, being only 24 of the entire population,
whereas in some distriets it has gone, if I remember right, as high as five,
The municipalities in my charge carried out all the suggestions made by
Educational authorities by better equipping their schools with the addition of
more hands, some of them trained. The model farm at Dhulis, though in its
infancy, is doing good work and is calculated to prove very useful in diffusing
practical agricultural knowledge among the cultivators, The local technical
school was recently taken by the District Local Board under its direct super-
vision and gives promise of a useful future as the expansion of its scope by the
addition of & workshop is under contemplation.

Na’sixk Districr.

R. A, L. Moore, Esq., Collector,

New schools were opened during the year under review in the Nandgaon,
"Baglan and Dindori T4lukas of this district and the number of pupils of the
cultivating classes is on the increase. Such pupils, however, do not push their
education far. The opening of & boarding .school at Peint for children of the
hill tribes has been considered and will be disoussed at the next meeting
of the District Local Board. .,

-

J, T. Seotson, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The Dindori M4mlatddr ‘especially has taken a great interest in the schools
in his tdluka and has made several recommendations for the establishment of
schools in villages where they would be very useful. He points -out with
mournful acouracy the lack of interest shown by the agricultural classes ‘as
proved by the fact that out of a population of over 66,000 only 1,227 children
attend school and of these 260 are the children of agriculturists. He advoocates
‘the establishment of more schools in the Dangi parts of the tdluka. Chandor
* and Nésik remain much as they were and neither of the Mimlatdirs have much
progress to record, Education in Peint is & diffioult problem, but it is satis-
factory to know that it is receiving the attention which it needs, A step
forward has been taken in the provision of educational facilities for the depressed
classes. The Mahdr communities in several of the larger villages in the sub-
division have agreed. to provide the necessary buildings for schools for their
own children and it is hoped that ere long the Educational Department will be
able to provide them with masters.

V. N. Khopkar, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The masses are still rolling in ignorance and the recent liberal grants by
Government have not been sufficient to bring the rudiments of the three R’s
within the reach of the unlettered lower classes. The hill tribes of Igatpuri
and many villages inhabited by backward classes are without a school, and I
am respectfully of opinion that Government cannot do better than establish as
many free schools as it possibly can. A. oultivator will be better able to take
care of himself and to keep the saockér at an honourable distance if he is
educated enough to know what leads him {o ruin and how he is deprived of
his property, through ignorance, by his crafty ereditors.

W. Plunkett, Esq., Deputy Collector.

A fow extra schools have been opened for the better olasses, and it is in
contemplation to increase the number of free sehools for the lower classes. But
80 far they have not been successful. The Mah4r prefers to send his children to
labour, while the Bhil and Koli have no inclination whatever in this direotion.
They prefer their open-door free life and take things as they come.

. The ordinary agriculturist begins to train his boy in agriculture from about
the age of 14. Before tHat he is sent out to graze cattle. His argument for
not sending his boy to school is that afterwards he becomes unfit for, or averse
to, field labour and agriculture. If, however, he does send his boy to sohool,
the training he receives is insufficient for an independent oalling,

L
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Tt is pleasing to note the advance in female education, and a8 most refresh-
ing si;ht Ii)sthat of 3 well attended Mahomedan gitls’ school in the cltg l()):
Vi4leoaon. Such schools would be more successful and advancement woul be
rapidoif women teachers were obtainable ; but m_lfortunza:tgly such are rare a
difficult to be bad. Excepting perhaps schools in municipal areas, it cannot
be ssid that rural education is makiog any advance worth noting.  Village
panchas continue to exhibit that apathy which has often been referred to.

ABMEDNAGAR DISTH:ICI'.
J. P. Or, Esq., Collector.

A six weeks' tour in the Akola Dangs bas convinced me that the Mokhdida
plan of multivlying schools for study of the three R’s on the principle “Koli
masters for Koli children” with small monthly prizes for regular attendance is
likely to be just as suocessful in Akola as it has proved in Mokbdda. The people
are a9 keen as mustard about it and I have already got applications from several
Kolis who have learnt up to the 6th standard for employment as masters in
Koli villages. All over the district there is a great demand for new schools,
thouel we are better off than most districts in having so many (127) Missionary
schools. Probably the benefit that low caste people have derived from those
schools has mst:gated the higher castes, who will not attend them, to ask for
schools for themselves.

J. Ghesal, Esq., Assistant Collector,

In former vears of s3arcity the attendance of the schools fell rapidly.
But this year the attendance has increased. In Akola, for instance, the most
backward of the tilukas, in 1902-03 there were only 11 schools and the number
of the rolls was 634; in 1Y05-(:6 many new schools were opened and the
pumber on the rolls at the 19 =chools rose to 1,082, and the people are still
clamouring for the opening of new schools. ' :

SHora’PuR DistrICT.
A. R. Bonus, Esq., Collector.

I do not think that the village school could be utilised as an instroment
of agricultural education; if it could be, I do not think we eould teach the
cultivator anything which it- would be worth his while to know; and I have
reason to believe that even the better class of cultivators are almost completely
indifferent to the wel-meant endeavours of the local promoters of agricultural
loectures and the like, Of the lower stratum, the cultivators who are annual
tenants, #.e., serfs of the saokdr class, still less can be expected, and it is hard
to see in what direction there is any scope of fechnical education.

Sa'ra’ea Disrricr.
0. Rothield, Bsq., Assistant Collector.

Educational conditions in the charge are by no means all that might be
desired. The number of non-Brahmins going to school is in proportion to
their numbers lamentably small ; fernale education is remarkably i1l supported
and the lower castes hardly take any advantage at all of the Government -
schools. A most unpleasant faot—unfortunately too often noticeable—is the
tendency on the part of some Brabmins to.boycott Mahrattas who have their
children edueated, although others, on account of recent movements, are favour-
able to their progress. Even of Brahmins a large number remains illiterate,
especially in the backward tdluka of Min. After Gujarit I was especiaily
struck by the fact that the majority of the village headmen is illiterate. On

the other hand, the Educational Department is showing activity and s 1
the schools merit all praise. =P S ty everal of

(@) Contumacy. -
Nui'sik Disteicr.
R. A. L. Moore, Esq., Collector.

There is no doubt that a contumacioas tendenoy has b
: y een fostered by a decade |
of bad years among the more intelligent classes of the communityyand wiﬁ
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probably continue till experience teaches the cultivator that if he is to get
guspensions or remissions in any given year he will learn of them before the date
of the first instalment (as he did in the current year in this district) and that
delay in meeting the demand announced will never result in his obtaining any
further suspension or remission. This disposition to trust to something turning
up instead of paying promptly has spread from the more intelligent deshi and
plain cultivators to certain of the hill tribes, who hitherto have looked upon
prompt payment of Government dues almost as a religious duty.

W, Plunkett, Esq., Deputy Collector,

Again a tendency to hold back payments in hopes of remissions was notice-
able, espesially among some well-to-do landholders, and also a spirit of
contumacy, But a little firmness with the assistance of the Land Revenue Code
will, no doubt, bring about & reversion fo the former attitude.

Poowa DistrIOT.
E. J. Bolus, Esq., Assistant Collector.

There is evidence fo show that attempts are frequently made to take undue
advantage of the mild policy of Government, This was especially obsérvable
in some of the larger villages lying near the famine tracts. Rich Brahmins and
‘Wanis, who oould thoroughly afford to pay their revenue, made organized efforts
with a view to avoiding a discharge of their lawful dues. Their attitude,
perbaps, can be little cause for wonder, as the concessions extended to their
near neighbours might naturally have a somewhat tantalising effect, The
villages of Narayangaon and Khed were conspiouous for their refractory spirit.
But the infliction of one-fourth fine on the ringleaders quickly brought the
defaulters to their senses, '

SOUTHERN DIVISION.
W. W, Drew, Esq.,, CommissionEr, S, D,

Season.—The rainfall was very much below the average throughout the
' Bolganm. district. The monsoon commenced well exeept in
parts of Athni, Gokdik and Parasgad, but the
September break determined the character of the season, The rice-tract except
Chdndgad Petha suffered, the outturn being 5 to 6 annas, that of kharif jowari
in Athni was 4 annas and elsewhere 6 to 7 annas, and bdjri 6} annas,
Sugarcane alone yielded anything like & moderate crop, the outturn varying
from 6 to 9 annas. The rabi crops failed everywhere exoept in Sampgaon
and the west of Gokdk. Loousts appeared but left in June without causing
any appreciable damage. Suspensions and remissions were granted wherever
necessary on a liberal scale. There were no cases of contumacy in payment of
land revenue by well-to-do holders, but well-to-do middle class persons, and
especially sharers in Patilki and Kulkarniki watans, were the slowest to pay.
Notices fell from 1,221 to 1,021 and there were no cases of attachment and sale
of property.
The monsoon opened feebly, The result was a retardation of kharif
Bijépur sowings and withering of the kbarif orops where they
) had come up owing to insufficient’ moisture, Better
riin fell in Aungust, but its good results were nullified by a very scauty fall in
September. The October fall was capricious and insufficient and there was no rain
afterwards, Consequently large sreas of rabi land remained unsown. The
total rainfall was much in defect of normal and altogether insufficient. Both
kharif and rabi as well as cotton failed, A whole year’s income from agrioul-
ture was lost. Locusts appeared in June and before disappearing did some
damage to gardens in three tdlukas. Thus theseason had dismal effects and gave
rise to a lamine of staple grains, water and fodder. The grant of liberal
suspepsion and remissions isreflected in the figures of notices issued and of penalty
imposed under Section 148 of the Land Revenue Code, which were practically

.
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the same as those of 1904-05, while cases of distraints fell by 35. Cases of
contumacy on the part of well-to-do landlords were noticed in all tzlukas and
village officers were the last to pay.

In Bijapur Br. Alecock remarks: “ Suspensions were given according to
the new and less liberal rules, It may be doubted whether the effect of the
areater strictness in the remission rules will not be merely to spread wider the net
for recovering suspensions; while its meshes remain broad enough to let such
descrving cases as result (in a rainless district; from successive droughts slip
through still.” .

Mr. Bomanji agrees and states : “ The rules as they stand at present require
modifications in some ways.”

I am unpable to azree in these opinions. The Collector does not state
in what ways the rules require modification. They are sufficiently elastic.
Though indeed in granting remissions the district officers are required to take
some trouble in making the needful inquiries, they amply provide for dealing
fairly with all kinds of deserving cases.

The rainfall was yinseasonable and deficient except in Ron and Hubli
Dhirwir. where kharif jowiri was 8 to 9 annas and cotion

’ 6 to 7 annas respectively., The district as a whole

had a 4-anua erop, and as a consequence about 13 likhs, s.e., 50 per cent. of the
total demand, had to be suspended. Rice having failed, remissions of the
water-portion of the assessment to the extent of one likh, i.e, 4 per cent. of
the demand, were granted. Water-supply was generally deficient everywhere
except in Hubli. Lhe town of Dhirwir was in sore straits, In the black soil
tracts several villages were deserted in November for want of water and fodder.
Considering the rise in the prices of grain and fodder, the rayats in Ron and
Hubli must have done much better than if they had had a 17-anna crop in the
midst of plenty in the tracis adjoining, There were no cases of contumacy.
The Hubli and Ron rayats tempted by the suspeusions all round held off

payment for some time and had eventually to yield to the firmness of Revenue
Oflicears.

The average rainfall of the district was 79 inches—29 inches in defect of that
Kénara. of the last year. It was much below the normal, but
luckily, except in Haliydl and Mundgod and Supa,

the distriot suffered little in consequence. The outturn in Supa came to &
annas and that in Haliydl and Mundgod was only 4 annas. In their case,
althon;&ggular relief works were not necessary, relief in other forms, e.g.,
tagai-foans, suspensions (Land Revenue Rs. 59,477 and Local Funds Rs. 8,050)
and remissions {Land Revenue Rs. 1,519 and Local Funds Rs, 95), grants for im-
provement of water-supply, &ec., was given, and these steps put heart into the
people. Temporary wells in fields and pits in moist nala beds were sunk from
the Provincial grant. Locusts visited parts of Haliydl and Supa, but there
were no standing crops then, The Land Revenue was easily collected from the
well-to-do and other rayats except in cases in which there were disputes
between co-sharers or between landlords and tenants. Notices rose from 2,935
to 3,702, Moveable property was sold in 10 cases, and in 85 eases forfeiture
of land was resorted to, In a forest district like Kdinara forfeiture casés are

not unusual on account of (1) bad climate, (2) want of agricultural labour and
(3) ravages of wild beasts.

This was the only district in the Division where the season was even a
Koldba. moderately good ome, - The rainfall was, howerver,

,much below the average during the year, The mon-

soon began well but was insuilicient at transplantation time. The outturn of
crops }'arletl_ from one-half to two-thirds of the normal. Tand Revenue
collection did not cause much trouble. Notices feli from 7,766 to 6,039, of
which 1,889 were in Mahad alone. Moveable property was sc;ld only 1::1 se;ren

cases and forfeiture was resorted to in only one case.
The rainfall was inadequate everywhere. The southern half got barely

. half the normal. Th '
Rotndeici . e season was therefore un-
" ”:3 fortunate and gave rise to scarcity. No swarms gf -
n g —
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locusts visited the distiict. Formal suspensions to the amount of Rs. 52,081
were granted and at the end of the year a sum of Rs. 27,482 was outstandine,
On account of the poor harvest, notices rose from 1,348 to 1,944 and distraints
from 210 to 350. In only some 25 cases was sale of property found necessary.
In Chiplun only a small penalty under Bection 148 of the Land Revenue Code
was inflicted in three instances. The Land Revenue was, on the whole,
collected with ease. The Coilector points out that this is not indication of the
people being well off, and obseves: ¢ The long succession of indifferent and bad
seasons for the last ten years must have hit them very hard and caused great
destruction of capital. Were it not for the extraordinary external resources
that they possess, their plight would have been pitiful indeed.” About the
granting of suspensions, Mr. Garrett observes that the people do not appreciate
them and says that the principle should be either remission or collection, which
might be in whole or in part, Mr. Maconochie concursin this,. Ido not agree.
The Revenue assessment has been fixed with full considerations for good and
bad seasons, and susponsions and remissions cavnot be claimed as a matter of
right, but they are allowed as a matter of favour, The grant of suspensions
in a time of general failure of crops is a great measure of relief to the land-
-holder. e is not compelled to raise loans on the dhount suspended, and
interest is saved.

2. Prices of Food and Labour.—Throughout the Karnatic prices of staple
food-grains rose fo twice the normal. Those in the Konkan rose (although not
so high) and reduced the quantity purchasable per rupee to between 1540 30
per cent. below normal. Labour, skilled and wunskilled, did not suffer any
appreciable reduction in rafes except in Bijipur. In Dhérwir there was a
scarcity of labour and even Kod, which did not get particularly good crops, was
able to keep 500 outsiders ocoupied. It appears that the industrial centres
of Hubli and Gadag attract all the Jabour in the district. Mr. Graham anti-
cipates an ultimate rise in the price of labour in Gadag on account of the
high wages paid at the mines—as even now the coolie demands and gets
4 annas a day in that tiluka. The proximify to Bombay, the cheap rates of
steamer fares owing to the coming of a rival company into the field and the
bad bharvest combined in Kolila and Ratndgiri to stimulate an exodus of
labourers to the large industrial market of Bombay, and but for this fact the
labour rates there would have fallen greatly. TField labour in Bijipur was very
cheap throughout the year till the beginning of kharif sowing of 1906-07. A
large area was then sownand at the end of the year the price of labour was
restored to its mormal level, At the Pen Salt Works the labourers struck for
an advance of pay and the struggle was maintained until June. It then
broke down.

. 8. Material Prosperity.—Qwing to a snecession of bad seasons the condi-
tion of the eastern part of the Belgaum District was somewhat unhappy. But
the tract is one that can recuperate rapidly with bumper harvests for a year or
two. The same may be said of Bijdpur. Mr. Hudson adduces the evidence of
birth and death figures to prove an increase of material prosperity. Naturally
enough the ravages of the plague have enriched the landed classes by diminish-
ing the number to be supported, and raised the wages of the labouring c‘Iasses‘by
increasing the demand for their services. The Thakurs and Katkaris of Koliba
~ are gradually developing into general and agricultural labourers. They obtain
ample work in forest coupes and in the removal of trees in, Malki land. In
Ratndgiri the Collector observes that owing to the bad season the level of
material prosperity declined.” Koldba stands in a very advantageous position
sinoe a fair proportion of its population is supportod by trade, fisheries, liquor
and salt manutacture, and forest work, while its surplus labour has alwaysa
market across the harbour in Bombay. Its southern portion is a little handi-
capped in this respoct owing to its not being well served with roads, The
district has potentialities of still greater developments with improved com- -
' munications with Bombay, which is so near it. I am glad that Mr. Macmillan
has taken up the question of new roads required.” The District Board has funds
and it will be well if it gives a large amount to the Public Works Department to
‘construch them, settling the order in which they are required, and completing
one before heginning another.
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4, Public Health—Plague prevailed in a mild form in all the districts.
Mélvan and.Vengurla, which had remained immune all these years, had an
outbreak of it at the end of the year. As was to be expected in & year of
scanty rainfall, cholera appeared in a somewhat severe form in Belgaum and
Bijdipur and carried off 2,532 and 2,877 victims against 1,728 and 1,'{52, respec-
tively, in the previous year. Dhdrwir, fortunately, bad very little of it,
although it had, what the Collector calls, a record year for shortness of water-
supply, and the Colleotor rightly thinks this was due to the wide distribution,
in good time, of permanganate of potash for the disinfection of wells at the
exponse of the Local Board. Mr. Hudson deserves credit for his forethought
and prompt action in this respect. Malaria in Kandra carried off as many as
5,000 persons. It was checked somewhat by the Travelling Dispensaries in the
most malarious parts—Supa and Yellipur. In other respects the public health
was good, Small-pox prevailed in Bijapur, Belgaum and Kandra. lfs ravages
were much reduced in Kanira by the large number of vaccinations with the
aid of the Lanoline lymph, The distribution of quinine through the existing
azencies—School-masters and Post-masters—has done some good in Kandra.
The other reports are silent as to the use made of this system and also of the
Laooline lymph. The annual recurrence of plague has taught the people
to scok refuge in evacuation, which they consider befter than any other

remedy,

b, TFodder and Cattle—The supply of fodder was very searce throughout

. the Karnatic Districts. Forest grass was supplied

Fodder. and sold at fixed or reduced prices or in lieu of tagai,

and in Bijipurand Dhérwdr kadbi was also imported from the Nizam’s Territory

and Mysore. The rayats in Belgaum were at first unwilling to buy forest grass,

but when all other resources came to an end, all the forest grass was eagerly

bought., In Bijipur out of 25 lakhs imported 11 lakhs of grass was sold, the

domand not having been properly gauged. In Dhdrwir all the grass imported

wag consumed. Besides this, forest and waste lands were thrown open every-

where. The black soil cattle are mot used to forest grass, which accounts for

the small sales in Bijipur and Dhdrwar. In Dharwir and Belgaum green
leaves of nimb and other trees were used as fodder.

Not only were the surplus and unserviceable cattle in Belgaum sold for
Cattl nominal prices owing to the inability of the rayats
avee. to feed them, but even useful cattle were parted with.
In Bijipur a large number was also sent off to the Moglai for grazing. The
want of agricultural caftle was felt when the sowing season began, and the
hire of & plough with a pair of oxen rose to three times the normal rate of 8 to
12 annas a day. Provision was made to replenish losses by grants of tagai. .
Mr. Hudson observes that 10 per cent. of the plough cattle have disappeared
in the last five years, but that the total cultivated area has contracted owing
:?_1 Io;,seis by plague, and that therefore no heroic efforts seem necessary to restore
e balance,

Caltle Disease.—There was no cattle disease in Bolgaum. In Bijépur
some rinderpest appeared in March ; and, in Hubli it was checked by inocula-
tion. There was a serious outbreak of rinderpest in Pacvel, Karjat and Kh4ls-
pur and there were in all 966 deaths.

8. Emigration and Immigration.—Hard times have made the rayat less
home-loving and more enterprising, and he now, at the first sight of distress
betakes himself to tracts more favoured than his own. The Bijipur ra-yaé
thus goes so far afield as distant Khandesh and Berars and the Beleaum rayat
seeks the Moglai. The emigration in Bijapur rose to the figure of 15,000 and
is ascribed more to the fodder famine than to high prices of grain. There was
a large emigration from the eastern tracts of Dhirwar to the neighbouring parts
of the Nizam's country, Madrasand Mysore, where the crops were fair, The
stringenoy of the South African Immigration Act has somewhat thwarted the
emigration of the enterprising Mabkomedans of Koldba and Ratnicir in that
dm_actlon, and owing to reduced gains and artificial restrictions sombe of the old
emigrants have wound up their business in Africa and returned to India. An
exceptionally large exodus (312,200) of labourers took Place from Ratndgiri to-
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Bombay, where there was an unusually large demand for labour. Immigration
occurred only in Dhérwir and to some extent in. Kinara frora the adjoining
famine-affected tracts. .

7. Industrial Enterprise and Trade.—~The Gokik mills econtinued to do
good business. The cotton crop having failed, the factories in Athni were
generally not working during the year, and this was the case everywhere else,
The improved hand-loom in Bijdpur was in several places popular. The three
dairies are reported to be doing a fair trade. The Southern Maratha Spinning
Mills in Hubli had a slack time. A factory for extracting aloe fibre has been
started in Gadag. Three different Companies bave Kerosine Qil dnstallations
in Dhérwir, Hubli, Gadag and Byddgi, The important industries in K4nara
are agriculture and exploitation of forest produce. The former remains in its
primitive state and land is here and there being thrown up. The latter is being
extended and affords an increasing supply of work to those who need it. At
the same time, the Kunbi Marattas and other poorer classes are taking more
to regular cultivation. A saw-mill worked by steam power has been established
in Yellipur by a local banker. Factories on a small scale of gulil and cocoanut
oil are working. The extension of the Madras Railway to Mangalore has
opened & new market for timber. The Supa coffee plantation has turned out
a failure and the proprietor, Mr. Morey, now wishes to fry a mango plantation.
The land has been given for a coffee plantation only, and according to the
conditions of the original grant the mango plantation is not permissible, except
on & fresh application to and the sanction of Govermment. In Ratndgiri and
Koliba there is nothing to report under this head except perhaps the quarrying
st Elephanta and Alibdg, Elephanta alone employing 3,000 to 4,000 workers,
The prospects of agricultural expansion being limited in Ratnigiri and there
being & large demand for skilled labour in Bombay, there is a great oppor-
tunity for technical schools, of which there are already three in the Distriot.

- Mining.—Manganese mining has been commenced on a small scale in Bel
gaum and Dhdrwar; it is understood that its prospects are good and that it will
be extended. Several applications are under consideration. Gold mining in
Dhdrwér is prcceeding apace; the area leased for the purpese during the year
was 1,617 acres and 5 gunthas, the total now amounting to 4,170 acres and 33
gunthas, The area under prospecting licenses (gold) rose from 12,538 to
12,691 acres, one new license having been given during the year and 9 renewed.
Mr. Graham notes that the gold mines in Gadag, thoungh reported to be full of
promise, are still in their infancy and tbat one of the Companiesis to stact
crushing in January 1907 and after that we shall have a clearer idea of what is
- likely to happen. The Swadeshi movement is said to have benefited hand-loom
weavers in Belgaum and Bijipur and to have rendered relief by Government
to weavers in Bijdapur wnnecessary. Its effect in Belgaum on foreign sugar
was marked. Everywhere it does not seem to have done any appreciable
good and has not yet gone beyond the stage of talk.

8. Iducation—New primary schools were opened in all the Districts with
the additional grants allowed by Government. The prevalence of famine and
the outbreak of plague retarded progress in Belgaum. In Bijipur, notwith-
standing a large emigration, the number of schools and their aftendance rose
" owing to absence of plague. Cultivators are still backward in education and
female education has not made sufficient headway. Mr. Painter says that the
ocultivators in his charge, In consequence of a large proportion of them being
able to read and write, are less at the mercy of the Sawkar and the -village
accountant than elsewhere, This is a result devoutly to be wished for, but
something more than ability to read and write is required. This may prevent
him being grossly imposed upon, but it will not enable him to get a loan on
better terms than the security he can give will justify. It may enable him to .
know when a Village Officer is making illegal demands, but it does not give
him the strength of mind to refuse them, When education teaches the people
to esercise more forethought and self-restraint, then it will improve their
position, Mr, Yennemadi complains of the absence of teaching right conduct in
primary schools, which he thinks cannot be secured without raising the status
and pay of the teachers, Mr. Moghe complains of the neglect of physical
pducation, Mahommedan education is backward everywhere, Ib is hoped
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the Anjuman-e-Tslam started by Mr. Koreishi at Alibig will give an impetus
to education among Mahommedans in that District. Nothing has been said
about the similar institutions started at Bijépur at the time of His Majesty’s
Coronation. Two Katkari schools were opened in Khildpur ; but they cannof
be kept up without doles of rice. The private evening school opened at Neral
is attended by about 20 or 30 pupils of all castes and is a hopeful sign. The
prosence of some Katkari children in the upper standards in some schools is a
satisfactory feature. Mr. Koreishi would have Maratha instead of Brahmin
teachers to increase attendance at schools. The School of Industry at Ratndgiri
is doing good work, and there are also two minor technical schools in the
District. Mr. Mensinkai advocates free education, but this would have the
immediate effect of reducing the number of masters, and therefore probably of
closing some schools, and, as very poor children are already admitted free, this
would seem neither to be practicable nor specially called for. The suggestion
of Mr. Kalghatgi to open agricultural and industrial schools and to give free
education np to certain standards in primary schools would seem to be more
feasible, It may be found that parents could be induced thus to send their
childern to school, and keep them after they rose to the classes for which they
would have to pay fees. A complaint comes from Belgaum and Dhérwir that
the price of the new vernacular series of readers and Longman’s copy books
which pupils are compelled to use is too high and that popular feeling towards
thiem is not very favourable.

9, Zagai.—Owing to an unfavourable year tagai was advanced freely.

As was to be expected, substantial cultivators came forward more eagerly to
take advantage of the cheap labour rates; while at the same time, their less
fortunate brethren had to be helped with money for seed, cattle and subsistence,
MThe heaviest disbursements were in Dhérwdr, where Rs. 2,37,666 were advanced.
This afforded considerable relief and obviated the necessity of opening relief
works, In Bijépur and Belgaum the grants amounted to Ra. 1,74,475 and
Rs. 79,102 respectively. In the Qbast Districts where the system is not so
opular, aud the need was not great, the transactions were limited, except in
dnara where Ras. 42,472 were disbursed against Rs. 20,717 last year, owing to
failure of crops in Haliydl and Mundgod. In these Districts the amounts
advanced have not been large and recoveries are made with ease, In the above-
'ghit Distriots, where the system is yearly gaining in popularity, the collection
of outstandings is being constantly retarded by bad years; and large arrears
are accumulating. During the year wunder report, there were Rs, 1,71,163
postponed for recovery in Belgaum, Rs, 8,62,213 (inclusive of arrears) in Bijipur,
and Rs. 91,044 in Dhdirwdér, On 1st August 1906 the total outstandines
(inclusive of suspensions) were :— °

Land Improve-  Agriculturists’
L

ment Loans, 0808, Total,
Rs, Rs, - Rs,
. Belgaum .. ane 6,87,5618 1,861,192 848,710
Bl](\pm: . * * 9.15,134
Dharwir 127,714 43,990 1,71,704

® These details are not available,

These are exclusive of the recoveries (Bolgaum Rs. 24,792, Bijdpur Rs. 1,65
Dhirwir Rs. 61,230) mado duriog th yoar. Tn spits of  wefavemmbl
conditions to contend against, the Collector of Bijdpur was able to recover a
large amount. In view of the still very large outstandings, however, he has
proposed a remission of Rs, 2,00,000 under the Agrioulturists’ Loans Act and the
proposal is now before Government. Similarly in Belgaum, the Collector has
submitted proposals for a remission of Rs.1,00,845 under the Agriculturists’
Loans Act; but they have heen referred back to him for further tinfcrrma.tion
It is to be hoped that with the return of better times, such as the present season
augurs, there will be no necessity for any further remissions.

In a year of famine, with large advances of tagai, it is diff
altogether misapplication of the fbunds; but the Cgl]éctor:, excgfmltl 3\4[10 ]:I;:Elvszlrl:t
are satisfied that, on the whole, they were fairly well utilized Mr Hudson
states misapplication of tagai was common ; but he took prompt steps to.chec it

Mr, Graham states such cas . i
s es were Tare: Mr. Painter says they were frequent, :
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and M. Moghe found 13 cases, Xand Improvement Losns required more
cheoking, and every effort should in their case be made to reduce the misap-
plication to 8 minimum: and this, with the strengthened Circle Inspectors’ staff,
the Mdmlatddrs and the Sub-Divisional Officers should not find difficult to do.

In one tdluka of Bijépur, the tagai borrowers carried out the works them-
selves, treating the loan as wages. So long as the stipulated work is duly
~carried out and the wages do notf, as observed by Mr. Bomanji, exceed the
normal rates, there need be no objection to such a course.

- 10. Famine Relief.—The nature of the season as it affected each District
has already been desoribed above. Broadly speaking, the mounsoon was both
insufficient and unseasonable. As a consequence, both the kharif and rabi
suffered. Famine conditions obtained only in East Belgaum and the whole
of Bijdpur. Though Dhdrwir and north-east of Kinara had a bad year, con-
ditions did not reach a famine point. Here and elsewhere people were able to
pull through with the very liberal grants of suspensions and remissions, and
tagai loans, and by emigration to distant parts in search of labour. In Dhérwir
repairs to 2nd class irrigation tanks, which, at the instance of the Colleotor,
were more freely taken up, coupled with the ordinary Local Board works in
progress as well as the very large number of tagai works carried out in the
Distriof, provided almost all the work required. In March a test work was
opened in the more affected area of Nargund, but as it did not fill—the able-
bodied having largely emigrated—there was no necessity for converting it into
a relief work ; and it was closed in the last week of June. Gratuitous relief
had to be granted, though on a small scale. The recipients never numbered
more than 68 under section 146 and 102 under section 158 of the Famine Code.
In Belgaum and Bijipur, test works were opened early in December, and when
found to fill, were either converted into, or replaced by, regular relief works
in Jannary and February, Gratuitous relief under sections 146 and 158 was
already being given (the past year 1904-05 was one of scarcity) and had now
to be extended. The largest number of works at any time open during the year
was 8 in Bijépur and 4 in Belgaum. The maximum daily average attendance
thereon (including dependents) was 12,648 in June in the former 'and 10,922
in July in the latter. The recipients of gratuitous relief reached their highest
numbers (8,512—5,030) in the two Distriets in June and April respectively.

Susnensi - Relief in the shape of very liberal sus-

uspensions.  Remiasions. . .
Belgaam .. 564,879 sg00z Pensions and remissions of Land Revenue
Bijipor v 9,74,000 160,000 - was granted throughout the Division,
Dhérwhr e 18,18,375 1,04101  Koliba excepted, as shown in the margin.
Kéoora = ... 59477 1519 With a scanty rainfall, the water-supply
Ratnigiel ... 62,081 Wil suffered, especially in Bijipur, Belgaum
and Dhdrwdr and the Haliydl Tiluka and Mundgod Petha of Kdinara., Special
grants were made by Government for its improvement in Bijipur (Rs. 16,100)
and Kandra (Rs. 1,100), while in Belgaum and Dhérwdr the District Boards
did the needful. The scarcity of fodder has already been dwelt upon under
“Cattle ”, A special detailed report on the administration of famine will be
submitted in due course. Suffice to say that the relief operations sinee closed
have been generally successful. Unlike its predecessor, the_) present season has
been a propitious one and a good, if not a bumper, harvest is expected, except
perbaps in the rice tracts in Dhirwar. .

Extracts]
(a) Labour and Wages.
Bercavn DistRIOT.
R. C. Artal, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Wages.
Laboar, Bkilleds Ordinary. Field,
Re. a p.| Re. a. p.{ Rs. a p.
From July to December 1305 " g 3 8 8 : 8 g g g

From January to July 1905
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o no variations in the rates of wages both skilled and unskilled
(B.S;Ingzr:k\i‘lrgd and 4 annas ordinary and 8 annas field labour). The field
lall)ourers got ‘on very well, and rates of famine wages on test works bgmg low,
did pot attract any ordinary labourers, except the Gokak Canal Extension work

which was started under special rates.
Buarue DistRicT.
K. R. Bomanji, Esq,, Collector.
The following table shows the average prices of labour in this distriet :—

Wages per day.
Year. Cart per day. Pa;:rb;llyo-ck
Skilled. Unskilled,
Re. a. p.| Re. & p.| Bs. a p.| Rs. a p
1904.05 ves . 0138 3 0 4 4 014 0 0 4 8
1905-06 var 0138 3 0 4 6 013 6 0 4 3
More 0 0 2 veaens . l ......
Lﬁss ke LLL] duserr asives 0 c 6 ......

The fluctuations do not call for any remarks, The information which is
usually supplied by the Mimlatdérs for wages is for labour of 1st sort, 2nd sort
and 3rd sort under each of the two heads “ skilled * and “unskilled ¥, and the
fizures given above represent the average of the rates for labour of 1st sort for
the several Tdlukas. The average rates for unskilled labour of 2nd and 3rd
sorts during the year were Re. 0-3-2 and Re. 0-2-0 as compared with Re, 0-3-4
and Re. 0-2-4 respectively in 1904-05. The reduction in wages was due to
famine. Labour was very cheap till April and May when the usual preparations
prior to kharif sowing have to be put through, The early rainfall in June proved
seasopable for sowing. A larger ares than usual has been put under the
kharif crops so as to get grain in hand early in the season. These causes have
tended to raise the price of labour to its normal level at the end of the year.

K.'B. Bhide, Esq., Deputy Collector,

Tha condition of the able-bodied day labourers continued fair throughout the
famine. From a wage of 3} annas before the famine they continued to eara 2
annas per day to the end of the famine on certain private works, by working
balf a day and doing full a full day’s task. The Southern Mahratta Railway
helped us much in importing food-grains from the Moglai and other parts and
grass from abroad,

K. G. Kalghatgi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Owing to famine the wages for field labour were considerably reduced and
the well-to.do people took advantage of it and employed many labourers in
eradicating weeds from fields, and in throwing dams along the boundaries of
their fields.

Duarwar Districe.
H. L. Painter, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Unskillgd labour continued to secure the same money wages as usual, <. ¢.,
three (sometimes four), two and one annas for a man, woman, and child, but of

course their purchasing power was less, while the demand for agricultural labour
was small.

L. Graham, Esq,, Assistant Collector. o i

At present about one thousand coolies are working in the mines, Some
labour is supplied locally, but the majority of the ungerground labourers are
imported, and more Tamil is to be heard than Canarese, Good wages are paid
and the coolie who is willing to do his eight hours underground ean earn from
eight to twelve annas per day. At present this high rate of wages has not
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much affected the agricultural coolie of the surrounding villages, but ultimately
there is no doubt that the rayat will find the price of labour seriously increased,
and the enhanced cost of cultivation will not bring any corresponfling advantage
to him, Even now, the rate of wagesis higher than in other tilukds, but I
attribute this fact to the opportunities for obtaining work at good wages in the
Gadag factories. On ordinary field works the coolie demands and gets four
annas a day. .

V. N, Sathaye, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Prices of labour fell in the rural parts. But in the towns wages remained
almost normal, the supply being more than sufficient {0 meet the demand.
Except in the Hubli Téluka, agricultural labour had little demand at harvest
time. But it was largely employed on improvement of lands made at the cost
of private capital and tagai. In the Malnad, however, labour was employed
chiefly on grass cutting and other forest operations, as well as on the irrization
works at practically normal rates.

Earara Distrier,
G. D. Panse, Esq., Collector.

There was no marked change in the wages paid for skilled and unskilled
labour. Skilled labour consists of carpentry, masonry and the like. Even in
these branches it cannot be said that local men possess any remarkable skill,
carpenters from Goa.an.d masons from Ratndgiri being largely employed in
the construction of buildings. :

Kovasa DistrICT.
A. M. MacMillan, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Prices for Labour.

Skilled labour. | Unskilled labour.| Field laboar. Cart hire. Machawa rent.

Rs. a p.| Rs. a. p.| Rs. a. p.| Re. a. p. | Rs. a p,
Pen e - 014 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 012 0 5 0 0
Panwel ... 1 00 0 6 0 0 4 0 012 0 5 0 0
Karjat ... i 012 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 012 o t ...
Nigothna w| 012 0 [4tobaonas] 0 8§ 0 012 0 4 0 0
Uran .. - 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 1 0 ¢ 1 8 0
Khéldpur ... 080 ) 040 0 3 0 012 ¢ ervae

I question the figures supplied by Mdmlatdérs and Mahdlkaris. I find
that it is the common practice to pay agricultural labourers by giving them
food and half an anna or an anna in oash. This means about two and a half
annas for men and two annas for women. I believe the normal cash wage is
three annas rising in busy seasons to four annas.

A. O, Koreishi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There has been no appreciable rise in the wages. Skilled Jabour eontinued
to earn ten annas to a rupee per day, though the latter rate wasrare. Unskilled
labour obtained four, and field labour three annas a day. Field labourers had
a brisk market during the transplantation season. As this femporary rise was
only an adjustment of demand and supply, it was not accompanied by any in-
crease of efficiency in the labour. One notable feature in the matter of field
labour is the mutual co-operation with which cultivators proper help each other
at the time of transplantation without any payment whatever. '

Rarnaeier DistrICT.
3. H. Garrett, Esq., Assistant Collector.

‘Wages were about normal or slightly above it. It is probably due to the
large exodus from the District to Bombay that a great fall in wages did not
occur. The rise does not betoken increased efficiency. It merely increases the
cost of cultivation,
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(8) Migration.

Bercavu DisTRICT.
A. M. T. Jackson, Esq., Collector.

A pumber of persons from Native States came on to the relief works at
Mureod and Shedbal and people from affected parts of Athni, Gokak, Parasgad,
etc.,%migrabed to the Nizam’s Dominions and neighbouring districts where they
got employment at the rabi harvest. Most have now returned.

G. H. Cowan, Eeq., Assistant Collector.

Coolies from the south of Parasgad have emigrated in considerable numbers
{o the Hubli and Ron Tilukas of the Dhdrwdr District. In Hubli they got
work mainly in the Railway works and mills: in Ron the work available was
agricultural. This emigration is a little remarkable as the crops had failed in
a large intervening area of the Dhdrwér Distriet and would seem to indicate
that in a normal year the demand for labour must be considerably in excess of
the supply.

R, C, Artal, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There was no immigration in this Sub-division. About 10 or 11 per cent,
of the population in Gokdk Tiluka emigrated to other places, such as Hubli,
Haveri and other places in the Dhdrwdr District and to some places in the
Mysore Torritory with a view to earn their livelihood. About 6,000 emigrants,
that is half the number, have returned to their homes to resume their field
operations on the setting in of the south-west monsoon.

-~

Bisarur DistrICT,
K. R. Bomanji, Esq., Collector.

Owing to the periodical droughts to which this District is liable, people
here are accustomed to go long distances for harvesting even in ordinary seasons.
The surrounding Moglai Territory and even distant Khdndesh and the Berars
are the usual places to which they resort. The past monsoon, therefore, which
witnessed a failure of crops almost complete, sent " earlier in the season, and in
much larger numbers than usual, crowds of people into the Moglai and other
places tor barvesting. A .very important factor directing the movement was
the facility of finding fodder for cattle in those tracts, which seems to have had
a greater influence than the high price of grain. In fact the fodder famine
was much more acute than the grain famine. The number of such emigrants
was reported to be roughly 15,000 by the Mamlatdirs up to December 1905.
There was not much immigration into the District except of people on their way
to the Moglai and beyond. A. small number from some of the surrounding
Native States bad come to the relief works opened in this District, and though
work was promised them in their own States, they preferred to remain here and
were allowed to do so ; their number at no time exceeded 300,

W. 0. Alecek, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The yearly emigation for labour is one of the characteristics of the economic
condition of this District; but in the past season a large part of the male popu-
lation went away, almost all to the Moglal. This was specially marked in the
kharif areas : especially in Biddmi which is very largely kharif.

In parts of the District where rabi crops are mainly grown, the labourers
are probably used to waiting longer (for the February harvest), Xither for
this reason or because the black or dark soils are known to lend themselves to
weeding, digging by pickaxe, and embanking improvements, the labouring class
did not emigrate so freely from the tilukas where black soil preponderates.

K. B, Bhide, Esq., Deputy Collcctor.

There was no immigation. The emigation was however larger than in any
of the previous years of scarcity. Roughly speaking, about two thousand

people emigrated to the Moglai in search of food and labour, Most of them
have returned now on account of good rains, '

B 9429
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Dasrwan DisT.iice.

C. W. M. Hudson, Es'q., Collector.

The Gold Mines to a large extent Lave to fall back on imported labour for
underground work : their supply is obtained chiefly from the Kolar Gold fiolds.
There was a large temporary emigration from the eastern tracts to the neigh-
bouring parts of the Nizam’s country, Madras and Mysore, where the erops
were fair. Bijipur sent us needy labourers where our crops were good. 500 of
these penetrated so far south as Iod. I caloulated that 8,000 people, nearly
one-third the population, left the Nargund Petha: many of these found work in
Ron, Navalgund south and Hubli. An occasional Bijdpur family may settle
here, but nearly all will go back just as nearly all our emigrants will return.

H. L. Painter, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Neither immigration nor emigration was noticeable, unless we consider as
emigrants agriculturists who went to Mysore or Kidnara to graze their cattle,
and about 500 Vaddars, always more or less peripatetic people, who went from
Kod to Mysore. -

L. Grabam, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Migration is no new feature in Nargund, though this year’s emigration
proceeded to a larger extent. It was difficult Lo get correct figures of emigrants;
but we finally agreed that taking the Petha as a whole 35 per cent. of the
population had emigrated. Excluding Nurgund Town, where there is an
industrial population, and the river side villages on the Malaprabha from which
there was practically no emigration, it is no exaggeration to state that the
emigration figures for the rest of the Petha must have been nearly 80 per cent.
By far the greater part of the emigrants went to Ron, some to Annigeri, and
some to Hubli. The emigrations in Nargund are to be attributed perhaps more
to the failure of the water-supply than of the crops,

V. N. Sathaye, Esq., Deputy Collestor.

There was some emigration as usual in the rice harvesting season from the
black soil tract to the Malnad. It continued later on also, in the hot weather
when cattle had to be driven into forests for grazing and watering. People did
not altogether leave the district ; but they went for work to lands at short dis-
tances away from homes. There was no aimless wandering. There was no
increase in the number of beggars. The emigrants returned to their homes in
fair health by the first fall of rain in June. : -

Kaxara Disrricr.
G. D. Panse, Esq., Collector.

Emigration there is none, The annual exodus of the below-ghat labourers
to the spice gardens of the Ghat Tdlukas continues, but this is only for a few
months in the year. Immigration likewise consists of labourers from Goa,
South Kdnara and the neighbouring Mysore territory.

P. B. Haigh, Esq., Aseistant Collector.

There was no emigration. The immigration of labourers from below-ghats
and South Kdnara, to Sirsi and Siddépur, who return to their homes at the end
of the fair season, took place as usual. There was a large, influx of indigent
persons from Dhirwir, Bijipur and the Deccan into Hondwar and the coast
general(l)y. The Mimlatdar of Hondwar estimates the number of these persons
at 2,000.

Korapa DisTRIOT.
"A. M. MacMillan, Esq., Assistant Collector.

This year there was a greater number of immigrant labourers early in the
year owing to scaroify above ghats, and a smaller number latterly at the begin-
ning of the rains owing to cholera here. The number of wandering people
with no visible means of subsistence, ostensibly hawkers of small wares, fakirs,

sadhus, beggars, cattle dealers, was greater than usual. '
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A. O. Koreishi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The more enterprising population*who leave their homes for distant lands
in South Africa in search of fortune are the Musalmans of the district. The
Immigration Act has tended to sct a Jimit to the nu mber of such immigrants,
and no appreciable increase in their number as well as their remittances has
been reported during the year under report. On account of reduced gaivs and
artificial restrictions, some of them have wound up their business and finally
returned to India, Fifty-two new emigrants are reported to have gone out from
the District and the total remittances do not seem to have exceeded Rs, 30,000
during the year. This flow of South African wealth .has, to 8 certain extent,
tended to add to the general prosperity of the community, to raise the s_ta:nflard
of living amongst them and also to enhance the prices of land in their vicinity.

Rarwa’eini Distrier, -
J. H. Garrett, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Tn addition to those who sought work in Bombay, some few emigrated to
South Africa, Iowever, owing to the stringent regulations about immigration
into South Africa, this field for expansion is now of diminishing importance,

N. B, Divatia, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Actual ficures of emigration and immigration are not available, still it
would not be inaceurate to say that the emigration during the year under
report, in addition to the usual migration, was more extensive as compared with
the previous year. :

(¢) Education,

Bergauvx DisTricT.
A.'M. T. Jackson, Esq., Collector.

During the year under report some new primary sthools were opened in
the district with the additional grants allotted by Government, but the preva-
lence of famine and the outbreak of plague retarded the progress of education in
many places. Taking the District as a whole, there was some improvement in
the matter of attendance and teaching. The agricultural population do not yet
take much interest in education except in the largest and richest villages.
There are complaints of the high price of the new series of Canarese and
Mardthi Books whioch have been introdueed into the primary schools.

8, V. Mensinkai, Esq., Deputy Collector.

During the year undoer report famine refarded the progress in education of
the poor in the Athni Tiluka and ths eastern half of the Chikodi Tiluka,
Plague also was in some measure responsible therefor, The schools in Athni
Town were not examined by the Educational Department during the year under
report on account of plague. I examined 43 schools during my tour and found
the work generally satisfactory. But I have to put forth that, as stated by me
last year, the cultivating classes in this division do not evince any appre-
ciuble taste for education and somo remedy to obviate this difficulty is quite
expedient and, as a feasible measure, 1 would advocate freo education,

R. C. Artal, Esq.,, Deputy Collector.

Out of the additional grant allotted for primary education ten new schools
were opened in this sub-division, one of which, the girls’ private school at Hire
Bigewddi, tiluka Belgaum, which had been already in existence, was con-
verted into a Government school. During the touring season I heard a general

. complaint against the dearness of prices of the new series of the Canarese and
Marithi reading books,

I inspeoted in all 76 schools including 8 private schools and was present at
- the examivation of one school by one of the Assistant Deputy Edueational
Inspectors, In almost all the schools I visited I found an improvement both
in point of attendance and instruction or teaching. Much attention is paid
go"ﬂi to the object lessons, Kindergarten system, and action songs, as well as
rilling,
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Bisa’run DistrICT,
K. R. Bomwanji, Esq., Collector.

The famine which prevailed in the district during the year was responsible
for large numbers of people emigrating to the Moglai and peighbouring British
districts taking their children with them. In spite of this however there was
marked progress in primary education owing chiefly to the comparative immu-
nity from plague enjoyed by the district during the year. The number of :
schools increased from 295 to 387 and the attendance from 10,503 to 18,241,
giving a percentage of nearly 2'5 to the total population against 1'5 of last
year. ¥

' K. G. Kalghatgi, Esq., Deputy Collector,

Being constantly visited by famines and scarcity, the agricultural popula-
tion is generally in a depressed condition, and cannot afford to educate their
children of school-going age without detriment to their occupation. Moreover
it is not of any practical use to give them higher education. The belicf of
the majority of the agricultural population seems to be that education is only
required for seouring Government service. Government will simply be helpless
if everbody tries to educate himself for getting Government employment.
Education is required not only for Government service but for the better .
development of all other professions. To inculeate the principle in the minds
of the ignorant mass, it seems desirable that Government should be pleased to
open agricultural schools (one at least in every tiluka) where the lower classes
of people might send their children for being trained in their own ecraft.
Elementary education (upto Vernacular Standard III) may be given them
freely in the primary as well as in the Art Schools, and the scale of present fees
may be raiset{] for Vernacular Standard IV and onward in the case of those
aspiring after higher education. The present scale of fees may be retained in
the case of children of non-agricultural occupations.

Dua’rwa’e DistRICT.
C. W. M. Hudson, Esq., Collector.

It seems hardly likely that the present-day cultivator will go to the village
school master for advico on agricultural matters, but his son may, and it may
be the means of his using, say, artificial manures (bought perhaps with money
borrowed from a Co-operative Credit Society) and adopting intensive methods of
cultivation.

H. L. Painter, Esq., Assistant Collector.

I find the average villager here more literate than in any other district
where I have served : whether this is a recent improvement or not I am unable
to say. One of my Mdmlatdirs says the ryot does not consider the present
system of education suitable, but he fails to explain why; another aseribes to
our educational system the abuse of writing anonymous petitions, though I
failed to see the justice of this quaint charge. I believe that the cunltivators of
these parts are, in consequence of a larsze proportion of them being able to read
and write, less at the mercy of the S4wkdr and the village accountant than their
less accomplished brethren in other districts, and this alone is a gain to them,
"There is as yet no call for technical education in this essentially rural area.

L. Graham, Bsq., Assistant Collector,

During the touring season I visited 41 schools, The difference between
schools supposed to be of the same grade was very striking, In some schools,
notably at Abbigeri in Ron Tdluka and Hulkoti and Mulgund in Gadag
T4luka, the teaching was excellent and the work really good, while in the
majority of schools the teaching secemed to be at fault and the performance
of the boys was mere mimicry of their masters and rehearsal by rote of the
prescribed books. Of specific education in Agriculture I saw practically
nothing ; nor could I see any need of it. The boys who rise to the higher
standards, in which alone specialistio education could be given, are not destined
for agricultural pursuits. Though they may be land-holders they will not
cultivate their lands themselves. On inquiry I found that the summit of the
pverage schoolboy’s ambition is to be a Sdwkdr,
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V. N. Satbaye, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The masses are uneducated and the effect of instruction given in schools
on the general well-being of the rayaf is still jnappr:eclable. There are yet
many who cannot even read the entries in their receipt books. Mr. Moghe
visited a number of primary schools in the sub-division and he found the
popular feelings in towns towards the new Vernacular Series mot very favour-
ahle, Femalo education and that of the backward classes is receiving more
attention. Bad housing of schools in villages and neglect of physical education
are the prominent defects which cannot escape notice. In Dhérwar Town
extonsive buildings are being erected for the Male and Female Training
Colleges, the Lingayat Hall, and the Karnatioc Vidya Vardhaka Sangha.

Ka’nara DisTRICT.
G. D. Panse,, Esq., Collector.

The number of primary schools has inoreased by 28 during the year,
there being 229 this year against 201 of the last year. The number of boys in
attendance increased from 9,838 to 10,188 and of girls from 1,321 fo 1,395,
There is thus a slight improvement; but looking to the population of the
Distriet much more is still to be desired, Houses in Kdnara are not contiguous ;
each family lives on its own lands. The “establishment of convenient schools
except in towns is not therefore possible. This explains the comparatively
small attendance. Female education is still backward. In spite of extra grants
from Government to Municipalities, in spite of my personal advice and interest,
in spito of the exertions of the Educational authorities, the condition of the girls’
schools is not what it should be, I inspected a large number of schools when
on tour, and specially advised influential persons of the locality to take interest
in matters educational. The school panch were made to understand their
duties and masters encouraged. There are no agricultural classes in rural
schools, g )

P, B, Haigh, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Above ghits the attitude of the people towards education is apathetic.
The girls’ sehool at Kumta is well managed and well attended.

V. D. Yennemadi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The education which the cultivating classes have long been receiving does
nof appear to have contributed much towards the amelioration of their condition.
Those among the literate who have failed to secure any kind of employment in
© the service of Government are moreinclined to be engaged in fostering and
managing litigation than in taking better care of their hereditary professions.
I have come across many literate villagers who are better versed in legal
quibblos than in agriculture or other useful industry, Intelligence -is no doubt
growing steadily among all olasses, but it seems to flow in & wrong direction.
The necessity for effective arrangements for impressing on young minds the
prinoiples of right conduet in primary schools eannot be overrated. This cannot
be done unless the status of the school masters is raised and services of better
men utilized, No good results can be expeoted from low paid school masters.

Better scale of pay seems absolutely necessary to make the primary education a
real suocess. :

Kora’sa Districr.
A. M. MacMillan, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Rural education is in rather a backward state at present, The villacers ave
poor, and the poorest of them cannot afford to keep their children at school when
they might be assisting in field work or tending cattle, In all the larcer
villages I visited which were without schools the villagers appeared to “be
anxious to have them started, but were seldom willing to provide a substantial
building. Considering their condition, I think it would be well to establish
schools, even where the people can only provide a temporary building, where
they are anxious for it. During the year 16 new schools were open%’d—ﬁ in

Yanwel, 3 each in Khdlipur, Pen and Karjat and 2 in Nagothna, Mahomedan
B 942==10
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education is very backward, largely on account of the lack of properly trained
teachers, partly on account of factions and partly on account of the inhorent
difficulties of the question, This is true even of the large towns. It is to be
hoped that the establishment of the Anjuman-e-Islam will arouse a more
vigorous and practical interest in education among the Musalmans of the large
villages and towns. Two Katkari schools were started in Khdlipur Mabhdl. A
fairly large number came, but cannot be kept unless doles of rice are given
for their subsistence. Amnglo-Vernacular education in Pen is very good. There
is a five-standard Municipal school with about 150 pupils, and the Pen Educa-
tional Society runs a VI and VII standard school with about 60 or 70 pupils,
- There is a proposal being discussed just now that a VIL standard high school
should be established there. In Panwel the Anglo-Vernacular School is in a
very bad condition. The staff is being reorganised and partially replaced.

In Uran and Karjat there are private schools, and in Neral I was greatly
interested to find an evening private school conducted in & private house with
about 20 or 30 boys of all castes, apparently learning eagerly and quickly. The
school is conduoted by & teacher from Thina or Kalyan two hours a night. 1
think it would be well if Government Anglo-Vernacular schools were established

.at Uran and Karjat.

A, O. Koreishi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There are three Municipal and Local Board village schools in the sub:division.
The agricultural population is not alive to the advantage of these schools, and if
the condition of the agricultural classes is to be improved educationally, a change
in their treatment seems imperative. Last year I made a suggestion that a
Marstha instead of a Bréhmin or a2 Prabhu teacher in a village school may do
more good and, perhaps, successfuly help forward the cause of education
amongst his own fellow-men. I am submitting a separate report on the practi-
cability of obtaining more Maritha teachers for the village schools by extend-
ing to them small concessions which are, I believe, granted to them in other
parts ‘of the Presidency,

The Musalmans are still as bad asever in point of education. The Urdu
schools are more or less in a hopeless condition and 1 hope early steps would he
taken to improve them. The presence of some Katkari and Mahdr ohildren in
the upper standards in some schools was a satisfactory feature in the history of
education amongst the most backward classes in rural areas.

Rarwa’sirr Districr.

A, F. Maconochie, Esg., Colleotor.

The increased grant made by Government has enabled the District Local
Board to open several new schools, It is a great pity that the head-masters of
high schools are not Englishmen. If this wore so the etfect on the rising genera-
tion would be excellent, and feelings of mutual sympathy and respect between
the two races would be engendered which would bear good fruit in the future.
This is one of the best means of a * rapprochement”. :

J. H, Garrett, Esq., Assistant Collector,

During the year under report satisfastory progress has been made in
educational matters, The additional grant made by Governmont enabled
several new schools to be opened. Others could have beén started, but the
Fducational Department reported that no more masters were available. The
cultivating classes do not show much inferest in education. They need their
children during the monsoon, and even after the cultivating season is over they
are indifferent about sending their children to school.

There are two technical schools in the Dépoli tiluka. The average attend-
ance at these schools was as follows :—
1904-05, 1905-08,

Wékaoli L 11 ean e 36'8 31'7
Dapoli o I 6'b
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There has been no progress this year, The district is well suited to techni-
cal education, but advance is slow.

This year owing to the increased grant from Government new schools were
opoened in two villages in the sub-division. The agricultural classes as a rule do
not yet show much desire for education, They do not send their children to
school at all during the cultivating season as they are wanted to work. I see
no prospect of inducing those classes to send their children to school except by
gradually increasing the number of schools and extending the system of free

zducation in the lower standards.

Mention must be made of the School of Industry, Ratnkgiri. This school
is of importance as the chief means in the district of spreading technical educa-
tion. The prospects of agrioultural expansion are so limited that this district
affords great scope for technical education,

N. B. Divatia, Esq., Assistant Collector,

This district is specially favoured in point of education, possessing & larger
number of schools than many other districts, The backward classes get a fair
share of the boon of education, but female education is sadly behind-hand in the
race. A large majority of local cess payers being Brihmin land-holders, the
test based on this ground will be fallacious as regards spread of education
amongst cultivating classes. However, the average Kunbi, Bhand4ri and the
like is better equipped with the rudiments of education here thanin other
distriets. In primary schools the great want is the improvement of the teaching
staff in qualification and number.

(d) Contumacy.
Bereavar District.

A. M. T, Jackson, Esq., Collector.

No cases of contumacy with regard to the payment of land-revenue by
well-to-do holders were reported during the year under report, but it is
my experience that well-to-do middle-class persons, and especially sharers in the
Patilki and Kulkarniki Watans, are the slowest to pay their dues.

S. V. Mensinkai, Esq., Deputy Collector,

. . Contumacy as regards the payment of Government dues is not noticeable
in this sub-division to any material extent. It is the Pandharpeshas who do not
sometimes pay their dues promptly.

Bisa'eor Distrior.

K. R. Bomenji, Esq., Collector.

In spite of liberal suspension and remissions instances of contumacy on the
part of prosperous landlords were noticed in almost all tdlukas, Im some
villages a penalty under Section 148 of the Land Revenus Code was levied
from the village officers for not paying the amounts due from them in time and
in some they had to be roused by departmental action, As usual they are the
last to pay regardless of the yield they get.

Rarra’eirr District,
- J. H, Garrett, Esq., Assistant Collector,

. In certain coast villages such as Ladghar, Murud, Velas and Kelshi o
difficulty was found in collecting the land-revenue. The inhsbitlgntsclif:tg
suffered loss to their bagdyat erops and hoped for general suspension. The re-
fractory people were mostly Brihmins, Bhanddris, Wénis, eto. They were well
able to pay but made the loss to their gardens a pretext for withholdine
payment. In Kelshi and Velas notices and attachment of property had the
desired effect ; but in Murud and Ladghar the matter is not yot settled. The
People were not generally contumacious in payment of land.revenue,
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II.—Inspection.
NORTHERN DIVISION.

R. M. KexyEDY, Esq., CommissioNEr, N, D.

The tours of Distriot Officers were well arranged, but the eircumstances of
the season were suoh that method had to give way to the exigencies of the
moment, Second and third visits to villages out of the line of tour had to be
made to ensure efficiency of revemue recovery and in connection with the
Record-of-Rights work. Mr. Brown, Collector of the Panch Mah4ls, who joined
the district on the 16th November, was not able unfortunately to begin touring
till half-way through Debember: his kit did not arrive from Belgaum, and a
tour through the Rewa Kdntha Agency prevented his tour in the Panch Mahdils
District from being fuller.

The Jamdbandi Settlement was completed in all tilukas by the preseribed
date (15th March) except in Bassein, which the Collector of Théna did not
complete till the Yth April for reasons oxplained by Mr. Anderson. Except in
the Valod Mahdl in Surat District, at which it was performed at two camps, it
was done everywhere from three or more camps.

The details of cpops and boundary-mark inspection are not given by all
reporting officers, and those who have furnished details have not done so in an
uniform way. I have however in my office the statements appended to the
monthly diaries submitted to me, Under both heads Mr. Tupper’s record in
Ahmedabad is high; it is beaten in the matter of boundary-marks only by
Mr, N, L. Desai, District Deputy Collector of Surat. Mr. Wiles, I. C. S,,
Assistant Collector, Panch Mahils, has the lowest outturn. Wherever the
Record-of-Rights was in progress, the boundary-marks inspection was suspend-
ed, and officers who were in charge of such tilukas are not without excuse, but
it is significant that Mr. Tupper, who had the record of the large and import-
ant tdluka of Daskroi to supervise, and his supervision was thorough, was able to
do as much as be did. Mr. Cama, Assistant Collector, Théna, gives an instance
of slack work—a Survey Number within sight of the Shdhdpur Tdluks Kacheri
entirely built over by substantial building years ago but still shown as culfi-
vated with a rice crop. Itis hoped that the practice to which he refers of
entire reliance on the Sud register for the compilation of the Crop Register
is not as common as ke infers, and that, if it is, the Collestor and his
sub-divisiona] officers will take strong measures to repress the habit,

As regards the condition of boundary;marks, Messrs. Gordon (Ahmedabad),
Turner (Broach) and Cama (Thdna) make disparaging remarks. The subject
has already attracted attention and it is hoped negleet of these marks will no
lonzer continue and any one whose duty if is to see that they are maintained
will be suitably dealt with for negleot of the duty., The energy with which
boundary-mark inspection and replacement was undertaken in the Surat
Distriot is praiseworthy. The confract system adopted in this district has ap-
parently worked very satisfactorily and, as reflecting to the credit of the culti-
vators, the information is given by Mr. Kissan that cultivators readily buy
stones and khunts from the confractor and place them in themselves, Mr.
Kissan’s remarks are also pertinent that the mumber of boundary-marks is
excessive, In this opinion he has been anticipated. What is brought out by
the commenting officers is that the time has come for a complete revulsion
of feeling towards this duty on the part of all concerned, ‘from the highest to
the lowest.

Destruction of useless records—Useless revenue papers have been destroyed
up to the year 1902-03 in all the télukas of the Division except Kdpadvanj, in
which tiluka they were destroyed upto 1901-02. But the same uniformity is not

" to be found in the destruction of the useless Magisterial papers, for in Ahmed-
abad and in ecertain- tilukas of the Surst Distriot records upto 1904 have
been destroyed while in other Sub-divisional oflices they have been destroyed
up to 1908 and in some cases up to the year 1902 only. No explanation has
been given by the Sub-divisional officers, nor has Mr, Wiles offered any reason
for the omission in Godhra, The attention of the Collectors concerned will be
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drawn to the matter and the sub-divisional officers Will be asked to destroy
Magisterial papers upto 1905 in the year 1908-07 with instructions to explain
fhe reason where they have not been able to carry out the suggestion. What is.
of still more importance is careful supervision when papers are destroyed. I
regret to observe that I found in the Kaira District that papers emphatically

not to be destroyed had been destroyed. The worst cases Were in the Mehmed-
abad Taluka. It was before Mr. Husbands, Assistant Collector, had charge. .

Indexing of records.—The only officers who have reported at Iength in
obedience to the orders contained in Government Besolutioa No. 72, dated Sth
January 1906, Finaneial Deyartment, are Messrs, Doderet, Tupper, Gordon,
Hodiwala, Master, Cama, and Westropp. Generally in Qol!ectors' offices the
work, both as regards the English and Vernacular records, 1s attended to, though
in Surat the clerk sanctioned for the indexing of records has been otherwise
employed in recent years and the work has fallen into arrears. The Collector
has separately represented the matter and Government will be addressed. In
Sub-divisional Ofices and in the offices of Mamlatdérs both the English and
Vernacular records are in a statec the reverse of satisfactory so far as indesing
is concerned. ,

All the tilukas and mahils of the Districts were visited and the examina-
tion of the tdluka accounts was effected in accordance with the instructions
given at pages 119 and 120 of the DManual of Revenue Accounts, Nothing of
importance was found. Mr. Husbands reports that the Mehmedabad Kacheri,
however, was much in arrears with its correspondence.

All the Huzur Account Offices except Kaira were examined by Collectors
during the year. Mr. Wood has not explained the omission in Kaira.

The Chief Constable’s and Sub-registery Offices were examined by all the
officers, oxcept Mr, Wiles, who did not examine the latter.

Mr, Cama is the only officer who had taken up two rent suits in relief of
Mémlatddrs. Mr, Hodiwala and Mr. Turner had taken up eases but the cases
had to be returncd for the convenience of the parties.

Messrs. Gordon, Bagnell, Turner and Cama respectively took up 20 per cert.,
3,1 and 12 criminal cases. In addition Mr. Bagnell tried numerous cases of
Bhils under Regulation XIT of 1827, This Regulation has hitherto been of
very great hielp in placing a. check upon people addieted to crop-stealing and

.

crop-burning.

Circle Books,—In Ahmedabad the work of filling up cirele-books is well
advanced in the tilukas of Daskroi, Printij, Viramgdm, Dhandhuka and
Mod:}sn Mahdl, while it is behind-hand in Sdnand and Dholka Tdlukas and Gogha
Mahil. In Surat they were compiled up to 1903-04 except in Chordsi and
Mandvi where they were completely filled in upto 1904-05. The arrears of one
year’s entries in 6 tdlukas were due fo the tiluka papers having been sent to
the Iluzir for audit purposes. In Kaly4n, Shihdpur, and Murbdd Tilukas the
work is done up o 1903-04 and is reported to have been satisfactory.

. Tamine and successive bad years kept the hands of Cirele Inspectors other-
wise full, but as normal times have returned it is expected that the work of

compiling the circle-books will be carried on with full vigour and brought
up to date. - :

CENTRAL DIVISION.

Tae Horovurasie Mg, M. C. Giss, ComassioNer, C, D.

. The usual details as to amount of inspection performed are not in all cases
given. In some cases it cannot be gathered from the reports whether a second
inspection of each Mdmlatdir's kacheri was made. In the socarcity. districts
olther work had necessarily to be subordinated to famine work. Subject to
tﬁese remarks the tours performed by the Collectors and their Assistants and

eputies and the routine inspection performed were sufficient except in one or
two Instances where the cause of insufficiency is satisfactorily explained. No

inforn;:;t‘;)ionl 1as to the progress made in the destruction of useless records and in
B Vio—
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the sorting and indexing of records has been given for the Ahmednagar, Poona
and Sdtira Districts. Thbe work of destruction appears to have progressed fairly
in the Khéndesh District and the work of sorting and indesing received the
special attention of 4 out of the 5 Sub-Divisional officers in this district. The
amount of work done Ly the temporary clerk entertained in the Kh4ndesh
Collector’s office was also fairly good. In Ndsik the only arrears in the work of
destruction noticed by Mr, Moore were the Magisterial records of the Peint
Tdluka, but the various gaps in the statement submitted by him would seem to
show that there are arrears elsewhere also. In Sholdpur the work of sorting and
indexing is progressing under the special establishment sanctioned by Govern-
ment. The Distriet Deputy Collector also took prompt steps for the arrange.
ment of the records in the Téluka offices in his charge, though much could not
be achieved on account of pressure of famine work,

SOUTHERN DIVISION.
W. W. Drew, Esq., COMMISSIONER, S. D.

Huzir Account Offices.—The accounts of all the treasuries in the Division
were examined by the Collectors during the year and no serious irregularities
were found. : :

General Inspection—The inspection work done by the Collectors and the
Sub-Divisional Officers was, looking to the exceptional circumstances of the
year, on the whole, sufficient, and satisfactory.

In Bijipur, a systematic tour was not practicable on account of famine
which also limited the inspection mostly to matters connected with famine
relief administration. Mr. Graham in Dhirwir could not inspeot the Mahdl
office of Mundargi 2 second time, his programme having been dislocated by the
scarcity in Nargund. In Kinara, Mr, Haigh failed to make a second inspection
of the Bhatkal Mahdl office for which no explanation is forthcoming.

In Koldba, the Collector was wholly unable to make anything like an
organized tour, and spent little of his time in the southern parts. IHe had to
spend s long time at Mdtherdin to start the new Municipality and relieve the
Karjat Mdmlatdir of magisterial work, to seb him frse for the Record-of-Rights
work. Mr. MacMillan has worked very well and intelligently, and if his routine
inspection is not very large it is because he had other important work to do.
I do not agree with his remarks as to rayats’ receipt books ; the knowledge that
the Kul Rujvat takes place is useful. In Ratnigi, the Collector reports that
he was not able to visit any of the four southern télukas, or any of the Petha
offices, owing to Mr. Kabraji’s illness in November and December 1905 and
change of Collectors in March 1906.

Mundangad remained unvisited a second time by Mr, Garrett for want of
" time, IHis tour began late as he attended the Survey and Agricultural course
at Poona during the year. ‘Lhe attention of the Collectors aud the Sub-Divi-
sional Officers will be invited to the orders contained in Government letter
No. 1455 of 20th February 1905 on the subject.

The Collectors have recorded the following remarks sbout the inspection
work of the Sub-Divisional Officers. In Belgaum, Mr. Mensinkai moved
actively. Mr. Cowan took much interest in measures of famine relief and carefully
inspeeted the works in his charge, The Collector does not qffer any remarks on
Mr, Artal's inspection work. In Bijipur, Mr. Bhide did & very creditable
amount of inspection and moved actively throughout his charge. Mr. Kal-
ghatgi had the most affected tdluka and his inspection of famine works was
careful and judicious. Mr. Alcock did & very creditable amount of inspection,
visiting all parts of his charge, several villages twice and even oftener.

In Dhdrwdir—Mr. Graham's work was very satisfactory. Mr. Moghe
disposed of 1,950 heirship inquiries in relief of Mimilatddrs. Mr. Hudson
writes: “ Mr, Moghe's plan of doing heirship cases at Jamdibandi is one that
might be more generally followed. He has been active in his movements and _
has worked assiduously and very well,” The Colleotor does mot comment on
Mr. Painter’s inspection work.

[
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In Ednara—The Collector was satisfied with the work of Mr, Haigh who
is said to bave shown commendable energy and activity. R.B. Yennimadi bas
travelled actively and has performed a very creditable amount of inspection

work.

In Koliba—Mr. MacMillan was out in camp for a very long time
altorether. Mr. tKoreishi has been active and has done a great amount of
routine inspection, _ :

In Ratndgiri.—Mr, Garrett had a busy tour and hard work and has taken
pains to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the circumstances of his
Sub-Division. Messrs. Divatia and Patwardhan were out in camp for 200
days altogether and performed a sufficient amount of inspection.

Destruction of Vernacular Eevenue Records.—The work has been brought
up to 1904-05 in seven offices of the Ratndgiri District and up to 1903-04 in
two offices of the same, and four of Kénara District. In the other districts the
work appears to be a little behindhand. The destruction of Magisterial
Records is also much in arrears, especially in K_éna:ra.. No Enforma.tlon_ is
aiven as to destruction of records in the Mdtherdn Superintendent’s office.

The Collectors concerned are apparently taking the needful steps to have
the work brought upto date. Complete village records do not yet seem to have
been received in tdluka offices in some cases. Fair progress in the matter of
sorting of records appears to have been made in all offices except in that
of the Superintendeut of Mitherin. The matter is engaging the Collector’s

attention.

I1I.—Revenue Buildings and Record Rooms.
NORTHERN DIVISION,
R. M. Kexxeny, Esq., CoaaissioNEr, N, D.

Mimlatdiérs’ kacheries and other buildings are -reported to be in good
order with a very few exceptions. The question of building a Maimlatddr’s
kacheri at Dholka in the Ahmnedabad District and of extending the record-
rooms there and a8t Pardnti] are under the Collector's consideration. The
accommodation in the Dohad Mimlatdir’s kacheri is insufficient, and the
building of a new kacheri is suggested by the Collector. However, .additions
and alterations (for which plans and estimates have been sanctioned by Governs
ment) to the old Jail factory and other buildings in Dohad fort, in order to
convert them into a Mimlatdar's kacheri, have been entered in my major
works list for 1906-07. A proposal from the Collector for increased accommoda-
tion in the Godhra Mdmlatddr’s kacheri has similarly been® entered. At
Mindvi in Surat District a separate record is urgently required as also additions
and alterations to the old kacheri, Both these works have been included
according to relative urgency in the above list.

CENTRAL DIVISION.
Tee HoxourasLe Mr. M. C. Gins, CoivissioNer, C. D,

The progress made under this head during the year was satisfactory.
During the past year the Jalgdon buildings made satisfactory progress. The
Head-Quarter Revenue buildings at Nisik were almost completed,* and
s0 also was the new kacheri for the Mdmlatdir of Khed in the Poona District.
Io the Ahmednagar District the construction of the new offices for the Mimlat-
ddrs of Pirner and Shevgaon was completed. As rerards more urgent needs
new kacheries are reported to be badly wanted for the Mimlatddrs of Amalner’
Dindori, Baglin, Malozaon, Sitira and Midha, and for the Mahilkaris of
Edlabad, Parola and Paud. All these, with the exception of the kacheri at
Amaluner, were entered in the list of Major Works submitted to Government in

® Since the close of the year thoy have been co:upleted and handed over to the Rev ‘n1e Daparie
ment for oconpations - - P
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September last; and a sum of Rs. 10,000 each has recently been provided hy
Government, Public Works Department, for expenditure during the current
financial year on the kacheries at Edlabad and Milegaon, Ar. Rothfeld,
Assistant Collector, 8dtira, draws attention to the extremely defective nature of
the accommodation in the present offices cf the "Assistant Collectors at Sitdra;
the ‘Collector, Mr, Arthur, agrees with him and will no doubt move in the
matter. :

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

]

W. W. Drew, Esq., ComussioNEr, 8, D,

New kacheries for Mamlatdars are being built at Hirekerur and Naval-
ound, The following works are awaiting funds:—

1. Additions and alferations to Mé4mlatd4rs’ kacheries at Athni,
Parasgad and Hungund,

92, Shed for witnesses and stores and refreshment-room in Collector’s
office at Kdrwir. -

3, Quarters for Revenue peons and establishment at Méangaon.
4, Converting the Pension Pay Master’s bungalow into a District
+ bungalow at Ddpoli.

Sanction of Government has been applied for to prepare detailed plans and -
estimates for the following works :— :

1. New Mdimlatddrs’ kacheri at Dhirw4r," Hondvar and Khed,

2. Additions and alterations to the Collector’s offices at Belgaum and
Kdrwiér,

3. New buildings for Assistant Colleotor’s Office, Kdrwir,

4, Do. do. . Collector’s house, RatnAgiri.
Do. . do. B Survey Record Room, Ratndgiri.
Do. do. District bungalow at Ankola and
: Roha.

The following additional works have been proposed by Collectors as neces-
sary :—
' 1. New Mimlatdirs’ kacheri at Haliyal, K4rwéir and Yellipur.

2. Additions and alterations fo Mdmlatddrs’ kacheries at Belgaum,
Gokdk and Karjat. .

3. New District bungalow at Karjat and Travellers’ bungalow at
Alibag.
The additions and alterations to the Mimlatdirs’ kacheris are to secure sufficient
accommodation for Circle Inspectors, Special Head Kdrkiins, Court Houses for

Mémlatddrs, Record-rooms for Chief Constables; steps will be taken to provide
the accommodation wherever needed.

The record-rooms in Belgaum have a sufficient and suitable accommoda-
tion. The records at Panvel and Méngaon are badly housed and the Collector’s
detailed proposals are awaited. :

IV.—Revenue Establishments.
NORTHERN DIVISION.
R. M, Kexvepy, Esq., CommissioNer, N, D,

The Mémlatdirs as a body are well spoken of, No cases of grave mis-
conduct ocourred, The Collectors and Sub-Divisional officers have for the most
part touched upon the character and work of the Mdmlatddrs individually and
their remarks do not reveal any matter calling for special comment.



- 45

Only the Collector of Broach has given an opinion upon the work of the
District Agricultural Inspector in his district. He is of opinion that the strict
supervision exercised by this officer raised the standard of work of the Circle
Inspectors and Talitis. This appears also to have been the case in Surat, where
the Distriot Agrioultural Inspector performed this part of his duties well. In
the other districts, though none of the District Inspectors is said to have
neglected his duties, the supervision exercised by them has been found by
Mr, Jukes not to have been strict enough.

In Abmedabad District the work of the Circle Inspectors was fair, though
one Sub-Divisional officer, Mr, Gordon, does not think they worked or supervised
the taltis as efficiently as they could have, He found that they were unable
to keep notes about crops, ete., on account of the tendeney of work to increase,
especially at the time remissions aud suspensions were granted, and that constant
changes greatly affected their efficiency. Their work in the Panch Mahils,
Broach and Surat Distriots is described as satisfactory. Mr. Wales in Thdna
states that their number is too small to cope with the constantly increasing
work and he thinks there is room for improvement in their orop and boundary
mark inspection. The belief that the new Circle Inspectors as a class avoid
field work and prefer routine work in the kacheri is not unfounded, but the
tendeney will be discouraged now that the attention of the Collectors has been

drawn to it.

The number of village accountants in each district, who have undergone
survey training, is given below :—
Ko, of talétis No, who have
in distriot.  passed in

Survey.
Ahmedabad vas et 249 184
Kaira - o 326 209
Pn.llch Mﬂhﬁ]s e Y ane '129 - 67
Broach . e e 227 193
Sul‘nf- P e s & 399 274
'l.héna (1]} e "en 816 256

1646 1183

The percontage of trainéd men in the Division is, therefore, 71:87. Survey
classes were held during the year in some distriocts, but the information given
on the subject in the District Reports is fragmentary. Asfarascan be gathered
from the reports of the Collectors, it seems a class was opened at Amod in
Broach Distriot with 20 taldtis, and two classes were opened at Godhra and
Dohad in the Panch Mah4ls with 17 and 15 talitis respectively, In Broach.
14 men passed the preliminary and 13 the final test, while in the Panch Mahdls
28 passed the preliminary ard 24 the final test, In all 339 taldtis and 119
patels were fined, wbile 11 taldtis and 27 patels were degraded, suspended or
dismissed. The taldtis and patels have worked well in most distriets; but in
parts of Surat and Théna absenteeism on the part of talitis is complained of,
and in the Sd4nand and Dholka T4lukas of the Ahmedabad District they are
censured for their habitual disobedience to orders, No opinion ean be formed
upon the district reports as to the amount of fine inflicted in each district. So -
far as can be judged from the Broach reports, the amounts of fine in that
distriot have in some cases been excessive. The unsatisfactory work and often
dishonesty of the village accountants and patels in Broach District is now well
known, and it is not surprising that the cases of punishment were numerous.
Eighty-eight talitis and twenty-two patels were fined chiefly for failure to
colloct revenue. Br. Turner, Sub-Divisional officer in charge of Vigra, Amod
and Jambusar, states that as fines of Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 had no effect on the men,
he raised the amount of fine to Rs. 10. He reports that this measure, together
with the reduction of several men, brought about an improvement in work,
The faot, however, remains that the infliction of heavy fines on lowly paid
Government servants places the temptation in their way of making up the
deficit by dishonest means. As there are yet no signs of & permanent improve-
ment among the village accountants in this district, I think the gradual intro-
duotion of men of a better stamp and from outside Broach District as suggested

B 94212
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by me last year, may now be tried. As to the general charge of absenteeism
on the part of talitis, I fear that the fault is not wholly that of the talitis.
The t4luka staff is only too anxious to avail themselves of any pretext to bring
in the talitis to head-quarters from their charges and this tendency requires to
be constantly guarded against and repressed,

CENTRAL DIVISION.
Tae HoNourABLE Mr. M. C. Gins, CommissioNEr, C, D.

The work of Mdimlatddrs and District Inspectors of Land Records and
Agriculture has been generally well reported on. Their famine duties, no doubt,
threw a considerable additional burden on the Mdmlatdirs, but the burden
appears to have been well sustained. The District Agricultural Inspectors’
duties in connection with the record-of-rights, the survey classes and
examination of kulkarnis makes a great drain on their time and, no doubt,
to a certain extent interferes with their own routine work. During the past year
one Mémlatddr was temporarily suspended pending inquiry into his conduect,
and, being found guilty of negligence and breach of duty in investigating a
Police torture case, was reduced to the bottom of his grade and transferred to
Peint, the most undesirable tdluka in this Division, as a penal measure, He
has, however, been working well there and is one of the Mimlatdirs who are -
commended for their good work by Mr. Moore,

As regards the subordinate Revenue establishments, Mr. Shepherd com-
plains of the total inefficiency of the junior kirkins in his district as a class,
Other officers appear fairly satisfied with the clerical staff and complain more
generally of the Circle Inspectors. Here again, however, opinions are not
unanimous, for, while most officers express especial dissatisfaction with the
graduate Circle Inspector, one, Mr, Barlee, expresses a direotly contrary opinion,
The fact is that the Circle Inspector staff is at present in a stage when the great-
est efficiency is hardly to be looked for, the constant changes due to the newly
appointed men being sent to learn survey interfering with its efficiency. It is
probable that there will continue to be some difficulty in making the graduate
Circle Inspector {(who looks on a Circle Inspector’s place as a mere stepping
stone to a better appointment) into an efficient field man, but we must wait and
see how things work out when fewer temporary changes in staff are needed and
more normal conditions have returned with better seasons. lhe modern pro-
minence given to athletics in high schools and colleges may gradually effect a
change for the better in the physical proclivities of young men of education.

Statistics as to the number of village officers punished during the last year
are available only for Khdndesh, Nisik and Sholipur; & per cent. of the patils
and 28 per cent. of the kulkarnis in Khéndesh and 3 per cent. of the patils and 13
per cent. of the kulkarnis in Nésik, and 10 per cent. of the patils and 30 per
cent. of the kulkarnis in Sholipur were either fined, suspended or dismissed.
In the Sétira District Mr. Arthur reports that an unusually large number of
kulkarnis had to be prosecuted on charges of embezzling Governmoent money.
The percentage of kulkarnis fined in the 8 tilukas in charge of the District
Deputy Collector, Sholdpur, was as high as 52 and indicates unusual severity,
the fines being imposed in the majority of ocases, apparently for want of
punctuality in the submission of periodical returns, 1t is'difficult to oriticise
the action of responsible officers on mere statistics, but I cannot refrain from
an expression of regret that the fining of patils has figured so largely in the
punishment returns. In one report it is stated that the fact is due to the vital
statistics work, It is open to question whether it is not better to have incorrect
vital statistios, important as these are, than to lower the prestige of the head of
a village for neglect of petty clerical duties.

As regards the kulkarni, some oflicers appear to think that we can only
mend by ending him. Personally I am inclined to think that the gain in
efficiency which might result, would not be worth the discontent the measure
would cause, and I would look rather to insisting more and more on com-
petence on the part of the watanddr or his deputy and to increase in his
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remuneration, if necessary, than to any more sweeping measures, The patil is
on the whole ‘more favourably reported on than the ]:til'kaml. Classes for the _
training of kulkarnis in survey were held in all districts, The total number
who attended was 1,145, of whom 884 passed the preliminary and 646 the final

test,

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

. 'W. W. Drew, Esq., CoMMISSIONER, S. D.

I have continued complaints as to the inadequacy of the establishments of
Collectors, Sub-Divisional Officers and M4mlatdirs, some of which are repeated
in these reports. The loudest, I think, are from the Sub-Divisional Officers, but
except in Bolgaum, Bijipur and one or two tdlukas of Dhdrwdir, where the
continued famines have given rise to a lot of extra work in connection with
suspensions and tagdi, I do not think, as far as I have seen at present, that they
bave much more work than they had 20 years ago. It is true that several new
duties have been imposed on them during this period, such a8 :—

Inspection of offices of Chief Constables and Head Constables in
charge of Police Stations,

Inspection of Range Forest Offices,

Inspection of Registration Offices,

Inspection of A’bkéri Offices, .
The recoipt and disposal of Nasabit Police Reports,

and that no work has been definitely taken from them, and their establishments,
which are usually one clerk per tdiluka, have not been.increased for even a
longer period. But apart from the effects of famine the revenue work tends
to become more of a routine, and the irregularities to become less, with the
improvement of the administration. Duties which used to devolve entirely on
the Collector and his Assistants are now performed by other Departments. No
doubt these departments often call for the assistance of the Revenue authorities,
and increase correspondence, and in many offices the registers show that the
numbers of letters passing through it have considerably increased, but many of
these are more or less formal and give little trouble beyond their registration.
I notice that there isa tendency, too, on the part of many Sub-Divisional Officers
to exact work from their clerks, which they ought to do themselves. The
Sheristeddrs used to bring up, read and explain all Vernacular papers personally
to the Assistant, who used to make his own notes as they were read. Now I
find that some Assistants expect an English préois to be made in the office of
any complicated case. For this his establishment is not expected to be adeguate.
The oriminal work of most Sub-Divisional Officers is mot heavy. Some have
not more than one oase a week on the average. Nor do I find their appellate
rovenue work in assistance and other cases of a formal character heavy. A
good deal of extra work is often caused by inquiries being deputed to sub-
ordinates, which could be more quickly and conveniently held by the Sub-
Divisional Officer himself on the spot. Whatever irregularities are found or
suspected at & visit of inspection should be promptly investigated at the village
or the officer’s camp at once and sent to the M4mlatdir to inquire into. The
@elay of even a day leads to the manufacture of evidence and the over-burden-
ing of the record, The same may be said of complaints brought to an officer
at his camp. A little inquiry will often show that they have been settled before,
or that they should have been taken to the Mamlatdir. And a definite order
can often be passed. I see that Mr. Painter complains that the discontinnance
of the practice of sending replies to petitions received by post service bearing
has led to an increase of frivolous and unnecessary complaints. The remedy
js in his own hands. _ Unless a petition is an appeal from a M4mlatddr's order or a
complaint that he will not entertain a complaint, or that the petitioner cannot get
an I:la.n.f{siwer flmm him, or one that should be dealt with by the Assistant Collector
o theMr:t place, it should be refurned with a direction that it should be presented

the Mdmlatddr., Anyhow I think that before a complaint is referred toa M4mlat-
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dir for report, especially if it is received by post, the Assistant Collector should
. satisfy bimself that there is some primd facie reason to suppese that a direct peti-

tion would not be attended to. In the case of revenue appeals, a8 in criminal, papers
should not be called for unless the appeal gives good grounds for supposing that
the decision is wrong. ‘Anonymous and pseudonymous petitions should never be
sent to Mdmlatddrs, If there is any doubt as to a petition being pseudonymous,
which there seldom is, its anthenticity can be easily tested by writing to the name
given asking the petitioner to appear personally. ‘T'he Mdmlatdir's work does tend
to increase, and I doubt whether it can be lightened much more, except in some
special cases, as the tagii accounts, by inoreasing his establishment, for he must
keep a sharp eye on every man under him, The appointment of the Special Head
Kirkins has %een a great relief, and it is curious to see complaints that their
usefulness is impaired because they have not Special K4rki(ins and peons under
. them. The Mdmlatdir can assign him one of his peons, and a olerk, on such
special occasions as he requires one, but ordinarily he should not require one
any more than a Circle Inspector does. Itis so important that a Mimlatddr
should keep his work up to date, and it is so hard for him to overtake it when
once he is in arrears, that everything should be done by the Sub-Divisional
Officer to prevent extra work being thrown on him.

Mr, Bhide’s remarks as to the want of kdrkins for Local Board work in
his- tilukas is not understood, and he is being asked for explanation. The
Account Office of the Collector of Koléba has been strengthened by the
addition of one clerk on Rs, 40. Proposals were sent by the Collector for an
extra clerk in his English office also, but this I considered unnecessary, until
at any rate the effects have been seen of a strict adherence to the standing orders
prohibiting correspondence between the Ireasury Officer and the Collector,
which I found were disregarded in every district of the Division, and to correct
which I have issued detailed instructions. :

The work of Circle Inspectors was generally fair and their conduct
good,
Among the village officers, the taldtis worked best. The Japtiddérs in
Ratnigiri are said to be new and inexperienced, but why is not apparent, as
there are now fewer villages under attachment than there were a few years
ago.

The work of the Watanddr Kulkarnis bas not improved. In Bijipur they
are especially found faulf with, and several have succumbed to the special
temptations that famine time affords. Investigations into charges against
them have been very protracted, and usually ended in failure to prove anything.
. Though appointed for short periods and having other means of livelihood, and
therefore less to lose by dismissal than the taldti, who gets a small pension
after long service, they cannot be dismissed like them without the sanction of
Government, and I am afraid that the delay that must necessarily take place
between any offence and its punishment, and perhaps also a greater likelihood
of escaping the punishment of dismissal, makes it less of a deterrent than it
would be, if followed more swiftly on the offence. In bright contrast with the
‘Watand4rs are the stipendiary Village Accountants (Taldtis and Shanbhogs).
These men are willing workers, can be transferred from place ta place to obviate
their being fixtures and possible sources of mischief in one place and their
strength and status having been recently improved in the new schome of
re-organization, their prospects have been to some extent Dettered.

The Watandar Pitils in the Karnditic Distriots have, owing fo lack of
education, lost ground gradually and are, in practice, more in the hands of
the Kulkarni who, though their assistant, in theory, is practically the chief.
There are of course some exceptions to this, here and thers, in villages where the
Pitils can read and write, and there are factions in the village: in such cases
the Pétil is more than a matoh to the Kulkarni, As education advances things
are bound to improve. Mr. Painter remarks that the Pétils in his eharge are
more intelligent and literate than the average P4til of the Deccan and Gujarit.
The stipendiary Patils on the coast are a pitiable lot. Owing to ignorance
and miserable remuneration (as little in places as Rs, 3 a year) and having no
village staff at his back, they do not command respect., In the up-ghit -
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districts, owing to the watan system, the Pitil is a force to be reckoned with :
but below-ghdt he is a nomentity. Proposals, in response fo Government
Tesolution No, 5920 of 21st July 1905, caloulated to improve the Pitils’ position
in all districts are under consideration,

The survey training of Village Accountants does not yet command
sufficient confidence, It is said they cannot yet be entrusted with measurement.
cases independently, which have still to go to Oirele Inspeetors. Mr, Artal
states that the diaries of Kulkarnis are in many instances cooked, and that in
view of a ruling at Indian Law Report 6 Allahabad, page 42, they canmot be
punished under section 218 of the Indian Penal Code, but I do not know why
one should want to prosecute them criminally for a departmental offence of this
sort, The natural punishment would be dismissal, as he suggests in grave,

*and fine or suspension in other, cases instead of abolishing the diaries
altogethor.

The sub-joined statement exhibits the punishments inflicted on Pitils and
Kulkarnis :— .o

>

Betyaum. BijApar. Dhirwar, | Ki-ara, Koléba, Batuigiri.
Detalla of punish- .
tient, . |
v s Kulkar. Kulkar. ; Kulkare 4.+ Hulkar. Kulkar- Kulkar-
No. Pacils, (%00 | PAtils, BT | Patile |2 Is. ! Patils, | © | Ptile )0 Patile. | %0

Rematks,

Tatal No, employed .| 1,123 gle | 1285 857 | 1,39 ] 1087 i 004 07| wnr 2271 1,313 319

o {No. 5 1| 4 4 9 4 2| .. 1 1 4
Percentage. 4 18 1 40 2 ‘8 N %) “0b s 3 076 12
Py mwnd_{.\'a. " ] 10 % &7 47 25 12 8 10 3 4 3
el { porcentage. 8] 13 27| e 34| 24| 19 ®5| 53 13 8] w4
Ho, g4 | 128 9| 202 8| 128 & [10ard1| 'ig @ m 51l

3 |Fined ... reduced.
Percentaga.] 49, 16| 5| 232 42 | wo| 4| 130 3] 20 B4 159

V.—Special Matters.
NORTHERN DIVISION.

R. M, Kexnepy, Esq., CoMuMIssIoNER, N. D,

1. Record-of-Rights—The Record, which in the previous year was
announced in the Parintij and Dholka Télukas and Moddsa Mahdl of the
Ahmedabad District, was during the year completed and announced in the
Daskroi, Sdnand and Viramgim T4lukas; while in Kaira it was announced in
the Thésra and Métar Tilukas, the Mehmedabad and Kapadvanj Tilukas having
been brought under it last year. It was also completed and announced in
Godhra Téluka of the Panch Mah4ls District and Amod T4luka of the Broach
Distriot, whereas in the previous year it was promulgated in the Kdlol T4luka
of the former distriot and the Broach and Vigra Tilukas of the latter distriet.

¢ In Surat .it was completed in the Chordsi, Bulsir and Bsrdoli T4lukas in
the preceding year, but its formal announcement was not made in these tilukas
till January last, while in the year ending 31st July 1906 it was carried throuch
anq announced In the Pdrdi and Méndvi Tdlukas. In Théna Distriet the Reco;d,
which was previously announced in Sdlsette and Shéhpur T4lukas, was during
the year under reference undertaken and compiled in the Murbdd, Mahim and
Bassein Tilukas, but its promulgation in Murb4d was deferred till the close of
September and in Mihim and Bassein till the close of Qetober 1906, Difficulty
was experienced in several distriots, especially in Thdna, on account of the

dilatoriness of the people in coming forward to declare their rights, but the work

in all districts is reported to have been completed satisfactorily. The people, as

a rule, are now beginning o appreoiate the value of the Record
B 94213 )
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8, dect VI of 1901.—The amount of land held in the Divisionon the
restricted tenure was at the beginning of the year 238,090 acres and at the close
289,777 acres, the figures for each distriot being as follows :—

At the beginning of the year. At close of year.

Acres, Acres.
Ahmedabad ... 74,810 85.047
Kaira 45,765 ’ , 06,131
Panch Mahils... 86,2134 94,769
Broach 10,849 15,525
Surat . 18,157 - Za3%5
Théna 2975 . 2,560

It is apparent that the tenure has made most headway in the Panch Mahils,
and least in Thdng District, The abnormal rise of about 20,000 aores in the
Kaira District is due, as explained by the Collector, to the fuct that most of the
occupants, who unauthorizedly took possession of land during the famine, have
now elected to retain such land on the new tenure rather than relinquish pos-
session. . The tenure seems to be popular in this district. Good progress has
been made in Ahmedabad District aceording to the figures, but the tenure is
said to be unpopular among the Pitidirs and better elasses of cultivators.
Fear of social ostracism may perhaps prevent a section of the Pitiddrs and
Rajputs of Broach District from accepting land on the mew counditions, as
alleged, but this is of small import, for most of the land, hitherto given out, is
held by the poor and improvident classes, nor is the tenure meant for intelligent
and well-to-do persons. In the Panch Mahils the bulk of the land given out is
held by the poorest classes ard the tenure is not only in favour among them
but it does not, it appears, appreciably affect agricultural eredit. Fair progress
has been made in extending the provisions of the tenure in this district and in
Surat. In the latter district special encouragement was given to induce the
aboriginal racos to take up land under it. Mr. Wales has expressed no opinivn
on the working of the sysiem in Théna, but Mr, Anderson, judging from his
note on the working of the Act as also his note on the condition of the people,
does not appear to be in favour of the tenure. ' .

3. Remittance by Money Order.—As was the case in the preceding year the
people of the Thana District alone took advantage of the systom of remitting
revenue by Money Order. In this district Rs. 3,500 were so remitted. “The
practice does not seem o be gaining ground in the other districts, where the
revenue-payers remitted only trifling amounts, if any. Of course in Thdina
business-men of Bombay prefer it.

4. Special Assignments,—No important assignments of land were made
except in Abmedabad and Thina, About 28 acres were given out in the former
district for the use of the village potters and 53 acres in the latter distriot chicly
in connection with Local Board roads.

5. Land Aequisition—Large pieces of land were acquired in the following
instances : In Ahmedabad over 150 acres were acquired for the Ahmedabad
Sewage Farm. In the Panch Mahdls 216 acres and 53 acres were acquired for
the Mvwdlia Tank and the Government Farm respectively at Dohad, and in
Surat about 87 acres were aoquired for the Athwa Agricultural Farm. Land
was in addition acquired in Ahmedabad District for railway purposes, and for
the Male Training College in Ahmedabad GCity. In Théna District thero
were 31 cases of acquisition, 21 of which were in Silsette Taluka alone.

6. Introduction of Specsal Acts.—The Deceans Agriculturists’ Relief Act
has now in part been applied to all the districts in the Division, but it has not
been long enough in working to admit of any definite opinion as to its results,
which will in the course of time no doubt prove of much intorest, The

‘immediate effect of the application of its provisions has been a genoral
disturbance in the aplomb with which the money-lender has hitherto carried
on business with the ryot. Distrust on the part of the savkir has led to
a noticeable contraction in agricultural credit, which in turn, in one distriet, if
not in more, has caused an increase in the number of applications under the
Agriculturists’ Loans Act. Tho number of fictitious sales also showed a
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tendeney to rise in some tdlukas. Ia bringing the Act into operation in the
Ahmedabad District somoe difficulty was esperienced, especially in the outlying
tilukas, in finding suitable persons to act as Village Munsiffs and Conciliators.
The Mhowra Act has been introduced into Broach District, and so far it has
kad a wholesome effect in checking illicit distillation.

7. The Reguiation and Assessment of Building Sites.—Nons of the
Collectors has touched upon this subject except the Collector of Thina. The
evection of buildings continues unabated in Silsette Tiluka and the assessment
imposed upon building sites does not appear so high as_to check expansion in
building. The Collector, however, thinks & special reduction is necessary to
encourage the building of quarters on sanitary principles for the housing of the
Iabouring classes. - :

8. Inception and Working of Co-operative Cre_dit Societies.—No less than
eight Co-operative Societies were started in Pardntij Tiluka of th.e Ahmeda.‘pa:l
District This is due to the personal and active interest shown in the subject
by the Mdimlatdir, Mr. Bulakhidas Bapuji. In Sinand Tiluka the Bakrol- .
Visalpur bank was also at last established. The people now seem to understand
the principles on which the banks are to be run and the societies formed should
prosper, [Five societies exist in Kaira District, but their progressis evidently
slow. The Uttarsanda bank is, from the account given, making no advance,
chiefly because the rate of interest charged was higher than the local rate. The
defect, however, has been remedied and the society should now do better. A
co-operative bank has been registered at Degam in the Chikhli Tdluka of the
Surat District and another at Tarsada in the Mdndvi T4luka of the same district.
Both institutions bid fair to be a success, for their members are interested in the
undertaking. Attempts to establish societies at Rinder and Kumbharia in the
Chordsi Tdluka have been a failure, but banks are likely to come into existence
very shortly at Sukhes and Pirdi in the Pdrdi Tiiuka, for applications for their
registration have already been submitted to the Registrar. It has not been
found possible to form any societies in the Broach District, though efforts were
made in tho several villages to set tliem on foot. Hopes are expressed that a
start will be made in the near future. The people in this district should well
be able to manage these banks, for they, especially the Vohoris, are intelligent
and have an aptitude for business. But they do not appear fo have grasped the
object or utility of co-operative effort in raising rural credit, and the distrust,
which pervades their dealings with Governmeut officials, and which perhaps is
fostered by the savkdrs and well-to-do agriculturists, who have taken to money-
lending, is also a drawback. No progress has been reported from the Panch
Mahils District. '

9. Operations of the Agricultural Department.—Little roference is made
in the reports to the working of the Agricultural Department. According to
Mr, Bagnell, the good done by it in his district is not of a practical turn as it
consists only of the collection of statistics. Broach is not a district where there
1s much scope for the Agricultural Department ; what is most needed is to pre-
serve Broach cotton seed from becoming mixed with inferior seed. The same
1s the case in Surat. Some cultivators attended the Ahmedabad Exhibition,
but the Collector thinks no real benefit will arise from their visit unless they
can witness the working of the improved methods in their actual field-work.

- Twenty agriculturists were seat to the above Exhibition from Surat District
also, The ercction of buildings for a model Government Farm on Muwalia
Tank, Dohad, is now in progress. The cultivators of Kaira take much interest
1n agricultural shows and in the Nadidd Model Farm, but they will not follow
suit unless success is assured,

10.  Veterinary Department.— The working of the officers of this Depart-
ment has been mentioned incidentally in eonnection with the outhreaks of cattle
disease in the Surat and Thina Districts, In Surat there was an outbreak of
]lzemorr‘haglc Sapticemia which was effectually dealt with by the Veterinary
staff.  The Sub-Divisional officer in charge of Olpaid Sub-Division states that the
people find the Itinorant Veterivary Dispensary useful. In Thina rinderpest
broke out in several tdlukas and caused much loss among caitle. But inocula-’
tion was carried on by the Veterinary Graduate and the Itinerating- Veterinary
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Assistant aided by two extra graduates, and the disease was at length brought
under control. The people readily took advantage of the protective measures
afforded by the Veterinary Departmont.

Extracts.
Worlking of the Deccan Agriculturists Relief Aect,
. ABMEDARAD.

W. Doderet, Esq., Collector,

The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Aot cannot be said to be yet in active
operation. The greatest difficulty has been experienced in finding suitable
Conciliators and Village Munsiffs. Proposals are at length complete in all
tilukas and the present year will see the measure in full action. Some results
have already been observed, notably a diminution in agricultural cases, a
tendency in capital to a less exclusive devotion to agricultural investment, and
{n some parts a slight rise in the rate of interest demanded on agricultural
0ans,

J. H. E. Tufper, Esq., Assistant Collector,

More money is going into industrial enterprises and capital is showing
signs of shaking off the mesmeric influence of agricultural investments. The
introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has assisted the tendency.
It is not yet in full operation but the moncy-lender has taken the hint. The
gontinued propaganda of Co-operative Credit is not without effect in the sama.

irection.,

R. G. Gordon, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has only been in operation a few
months, so it is difficult to gauge its total effect. The Dholka pleaders, however,
told me that it had already decreased the number of agricultural cases, which
they obtain by nearly 50 per cent,, while at the big village of Bawla, the
sdvkérs were evidently much discomposed by it. It has however been found
exceedingly difficult to find even Village Munsiffs in an illiterate tiluka like
Sénand and very few in Dholka.

Paxce Mana'Ls Districr,
G. Wiles, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The provisions of the Deccan Agrioulturists’ Relief Act have been extended
to this district during the year. The effect so far as can be noticed has been to
diminish the credit of the cultivators with the local Bania. 'I'here has in con-
sequence been a much larger demand at the end of the year for takdvi for
bullocks and seed.

C. W. A. Turner, Eeq,, Assistant Collector,

The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has been made applicable to this
district since the year 1905. The results are doubtful, It has undoubtedly led
toa very great contraction of oredit amongst the land-owning classes. The
sivkdrs are very chary of lending money on seourity of land, which possibly
may have its effect in eading to a deterioration in agriculture in the future.
Large landowners, such as are commonly met with here, must necessarily borrow
money on occasion, and it is dangerous to contract their opportunities of doing
0. On the other hand those who were formerly at the merey of their sivkirs
have been able to recover their position to some extent. One very objectionable
result has been seen in the effort made by certain unscrupulous Vakils to
cajole borrowers into bringing suits when the debts were of quite recent origin,
and there was really no question of unconscionsble rates of interest being
charged. The people will probably learn from the fruitless results of such suits
that the advice given by these men should not be followed in future,

Sorar Disrrior.

/
A, 8. A, Westropp, Esq., Collector.

The relation between the money-lending landlord and his tenants seems to
be undergoing a change since the introduction of the Decoan Agriculturists’
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Relief Act. The provisions of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Aot are being
tested. But muc}? of its usefulness is lost so long as the Courts are not prepared
to examine into the conditions underlying the customary * conditional sale-deed.
Suits are now being filed in the Civil Courts against non-agriculturists—

(1) for the submission of the aceount of the money paid by them ;
(2) for the fore-closure or for the possession of mortgaged property ;
(3) for the redemytion of mortgaged property. o
I hope next year to be able to furnish some interesting statistics on the
subject. ~For the present the influence of the Aot s very salutary, but the
multiplication of sale-deeds is 2 matter to be feared. :

Extracts.

Aot VI of 1901,

Kamra DisTRICT. .
A. L. M. Woed, Esq,, Collector.

I have as yet seen no sign of any general reluctance to accept land on the
new tenure, or of its causing an undue restriction of credit. But the sivkars
have had a lesson against refusing credit, and the cultivators against reckless
borrowing, so that there is in faot little going on in the agricultural money-,
market now-a-days. The long-expected return of prosperity may obseure these
1éssons, and bring out more clearly the distinetion between the old tenure and
the new. The cultivator who wants to add a number to his holding is still & -
rarity, and he is pleased to get it cheap: it does not concern him at present
whether he can mortgage it hereafter. As yet, therefore, evasions of the tenure
are not to be expected. l

Paxcn Mana'ts Districr. h

R. C. Brown, Esq., Collector.

No inconvenience in the way of borrowing or otherwise seems to be caused
by the new tenure and as far as can be judged as yet it is popular,

Broacr Disreicr.
H. W. J, Bagnell, Esq., Collector.

The new tenure is not yet popular and the people who hold land ounly on
such tenure have no credit with sdvkdrs and this keeps them out of debt and
they cannot afford to spend large amounts as before on social ceremonies., Some
of the more sensitive of the Patidars and Rajputs are afraid that by accepting

'land on this tenure they will undergo social degradation whieh will prevent them
peouring suitable bridegrooms for their daughters. But until now nothing has -
happened to justify such fears. The generality of the agriculturists of this
distriot are better educated than the same elass in the Deccan, and speaking
broadly the agriculturist is a fair matoh for the sivk4r. The Act has been
recently introduced, and it is yet too early to say what its ultimate effects will
be. Theimmediate results are a contraction of oredit of the land-owning classes,
for the sdvkdrs refuse to lend money on mere mortgage, and it is feared that the
number of fiotitious sales will inorease, That the agriculturist. class is not slow
to take advantage of the Aot will be seen from the number of redemption suits,
which has much inoreased, especially in the Broach Tiluka.

fTeA’vA Districr, o
F, G. H. Anderson, Esg., Collector, _

Neither the people nar we have yet discovered the full inconvenience of
the new tenure on restricted power of alienation. Consequently we are able
to get considerable areas taken up on these terms, One zealous way of apply-
ing the orders of Government had to be discontinued : I found that the land
standing in the name of s khdteddr who had lost all but & nominal interest in
the land and who would bave disappeared from the revenue records under any
other system of registration than ours, was sometimes- declared forfeited on the » -

B 94214 <
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mero service of notice on the nominal khéteddr and when forfeited was then
regranted into his actual possession on the restricted tenure even before the
actual owner of the land had any intimation of what was going on. This at
any rate seems to have been done in some cases and is hardly distinguishable
from spoliation in the name of legal forms.

CENTRAL DIVISION. ,
THE Honoumiam Mze. M. C. Gizs, Ooumsszonﬁn, C. D.

(1) Record of rights.—In Khindesh the record was promulgated in the
5 tilukas in which it had been commenced in the preceding year; work was
undertaken in 6 t4lukas during the year under report and the fair copy nearly
eompleted ; in all except two of these, the work was being done for the second -
time, the work done at first being altogether unreliable, In Ndsik the record
was introduced in 3 tdlukas, but it remained to be announced in one of them.
Both Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Moore profess to be satisfied with the nature of
the work done during the year. The work suffered in the remaining four
districts owing to the nature of the season. In Ahmednagar the only step
forward made appears to be the announcement of the record in 8 télukas;in
Poona its completion and announcement in ome. In Sitdra the work though
commenced in 1901 is still dragging on ; it was however tested and announced
during the yesr in 2 tdlukas. Of the 2 tilukas in Sholdpur in which the
work was undertaken it had to be postponed in one on account of the consider-
able migrations caused by the scarcity and in the other it remained incomplete
chiefly through want of effective supervision. I do not think the Assistant
Collector can be blamed for this as he was probably fully occupied in work in
connection with the scarcity, As regards the attitude of the people towards
the record, the Collectors of Khindesh and Nisik state that the peopls are
beginning to appreciate its object and advantages and put no difficulties in the
way of the collection of the requisite information; whereas the Collector of
Sétdra writes that the greatest difficulty is felt in getting the people together
and drawing out from them the details required., The work of the mapping of
sub-oceupancies was well pushed on throughout Khindesh; elsawhere no
beginning appears yet to have been made. The magnitude of the work in the
more populous and highly cultivated places is well illustrated by the figures
for the village of Khed in Poona in which with some 200 survey numbers there
are stated to be 24,000 sub-divisions, -

(2) Remittance of land revenue by money order.—In Khindesh the land.
revenue proper received through the agency of the Post Office is reported to be
very inconsiderable, although the Msmlatdir of Pimpalner received Rs. 5,356,
on account of forest produce from Range Forest Officers, In Satira, too, the
practice is rarely followed. The sums paid in through this medium in Nisik,
Poona and Sholdpur amounted to Rs. 1,305, Rs. 2,882 and Rs. 320 respectively.
Mr. Bolus, Assistant Collector, Poona, notices the case of certain village Mahdrs,
who remitted their. consignments of land revenue by money order to save
themselves the journey to the Tdluka head-quarters. :

(8) Special grants or assignments,—Grants of land on the restrioted tenure
were made to 6 Bhils in the Khdndesh Distriot free of initial charges and
revenue free for life for valuable services rendered against notorious dacoits.
In the case of three of them the land was valued at Rs. 100 and in the case of
the remaining 3 at Rs. 45. In the Sitara District also the family of a Patel
who was murdered in an expedition against .dacoits was recompensed by a
similar special grant. Attempts are being made in the Sholipur District to
induce reclaimed Kaikadis to settle down to the peaceful occupation of culfiva-
tion by speovial assignments out of forest land. -

(4) Lond acquisition.—According to the recent orders the provisions of
the Land Acquisition Aot are to be applied to all lands required for public
purposes. In Khindesh all land so required was acquired under the Act.
Land acquisition work appears to have been .very heavy in the Poona Distriot:
during the year under report. The most important cases of acquisition were
those of lands required in connection with the Chankapur Tank and Kalvan»
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Deola Road in Nisik, the extension of the Bérsi Light Railway in Sholipur,
and in Poona the extension of the Sassoon General Hospital, doubling the
railway line between Londvla and Poona, the Agricultural College and Gov-
ernment Farm at Bhamburda, and the quarters for the professors of the College
of Bcience.

(6) The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relicf Aet.—~Considerable portions of the
Act containing the most important provisions of the Deccan Agriculturists’
Reliet Act were extended during the year to all the districts of the Presidency
proper. But eo far as this Division is concerned, the only districts affected by
this step are those of Khindesh and N4sik, the remaining four districts having
been under the whole Act from the very beginning, As both 3Mr. Shepherd and
Mr. Moore remark, it is too early yet to judge of results. Mr Shepherd, how-
ever, notes an inorease in the number of sale-deeds. It may be hoped that the
check on the ryots’ borrowing operations will serve indirectly as & check on his
extravagance in marriage and other * unproduotive” expenses. The power of
the Courts to got behind the bond in nominal sale-deeds which if was feared was
jeopardized by a previous ruling has recently been upheld by later rulings of
the High Court. I have recently been told that a large number of redemption
suits are being filed by cultivators against sivkdrs as a result of the Aet.

(8) Co-operative Credit-Socteties.~Two co-operative eredit societies were
started in the Khindesh District under the auspices of Mr, Bhangaonkar, a
retired Deputy Collector and Honorary Organiser, one at Velda in the Nandur-
bér Taluka and the otherat Bodwad in the Bhusival Tdluka, the latter of which
is said to be doing well. Mr. Moore remarks on the existence of two villages
in the Nésik District where agriculturists lend money to each other. These
villages no doubt are favourable fields for the establishment of co-operative
credit societies and it is hoped that early steps will be taken fo start them at.
these places. The only other established societies mentioned in the present
reports are the one at Tadwala in the Bdrsi T4luka, which promises to do well
owing to the recent Tadwala extension of the Birsi Light Railway, and a
society at Bdrsi Town. What Mr. Shepherd says in respect of his own district,
viz., that the existence of rival factions and the opposition of the sivkdrs render
the establishment of such societies very difficult, apparently applies everywhere.
Moreover, the character of the past scason was entirely unfavourable to the
advancement of the scheme of co-operation, :

(7) Operations of the Agricultural Depariment,~—Experiments in ocotton,
jowiri, til and wheat were conduoted at the new Model Farm at Dhulia, which
promises to prove of %s;t practical utility. Experiments with Broach ecotton
were also made in Khindesh, Ndsik and Sholdpur, but they appear to have
failed in all cases. Bengal cotton is said to be finding favour with the Khén-
desh cultivators. Cotton ocultivation has spread this year (1906-07) in the
Deccan, as a result, it is believed, of the emigration to, and subsequent return

from, the cotton districts of Khdindesh and the Berars. . Whether it will be a
success remains to be seen. ‘ :

(8) Operations of the Veterinary Department.~~The Distriet Local Board,,
Khéndesh, has resolved to make permanent the Veterinary Dispensary experi-
mentally opened at Nandurbdr; there will thus be 4 such dispensaries in this
district ; steps are also being taken to popularise scientific treatment of catfle
disease by making the Veterinary Graduate visit villages periodically, The
year was marked by rather severe out-breaks of rinderpest in the Nisik -and
Ahmednagar Distriots and in the Bérsi and Pandharpur T4lukas of the Sholpur
Distriot. In Ndsik one and in Ahmednagar two graduates had to be engaged
‘temporarily by the Local Boards to cope .with the disease; and an officer was
deputed by the Civil Veterinary Department to the Barsi T4luka, A dispensary
will shortly be opened at Sholfpur. Inoculation with the rinderpest serum
is repo;ted to be finding favour with the cultivators in the Nisik District.

(9) Restricted tenure.~Practically no land was given out on this tenure
in Bdtira, there being little cultivable waste in that dign}trict. During the past
year however a considerable area could have beon resumed for non-payment of
land revenue and regranted on the new tenure ; but Mr, Arthur very rightly
refrained from doing so, fearing that the cultivators, rather than suffer fore
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feiture and take up the land again on the restricted tenure, would borrow from
the sivkars at any cost {o pay off the dues. The areas given ount during the
year and the total area held on the new tenure in the remaining & districts are

as follows :—

- du: 1
wagimme | T
Acres. Acres,
Kh4ndesh . 51,723 299,223
Nagik - vee vos 8,075 27,675
Ahmednagar - . 269 1,806
Poona vas e . 124 404
Sholapur e vee . 296 9,263

The greater portion of the area in Sholdpur pertains to the lapsed Desh-
mukhi Watan of Akluj and Dahigaon, which under the recent orders of
Government will have to be restored, and consequently the area under the new
tenure in this district will be reduced to a little over 2,000 acres. The tenure
does not appear to be very popular anywhere except among the poorer oulti-
vators in Khdndesh and Ndsik; the high prices paid for ocoupancies under
the restricted tenure in Khdndesh are worthy of notice. Evasion of the rule
forbidding sub-letting appears to be common in Khéndesh, and detection of
this evasion has invariably been visited with the penalty of forfeiture. The
effect of the tenure is no doubt to restrict oredit but not to the extent of im-
peding agriocultural operations at least in the Khdndesh Distriot ; the question
whether it has the same effect in the other distriots is not important at present,
as the areas in them held on this tenure are very small,

Extracts.
The Deccan Agriculturists’ Belief Act.

Kra’npEsH DisTRICT.
‘W. C. Shepherd, Esq., Collector.

Seotions 11 to 21 (both iuclusive), seotion 23, Chapter V, Chapter VI,
Chapter VII and section 71-A of the Act were extended to all the districts in
the Presidency by Government Notification in the Judicial Department No, 4144
of 15th August 1905, Itisyet too early to judge of the effects of the application
of the sections to Khéndesh. The inevitable increase in the number of sale-deeds
has begun, It may however reasonably be expected that in course of time the
cultivator, instead of passing sale-deeds, will cease to borrow so extensively as
he has been in the habit of doing. In the greater part of the distriot, the land
is of high quality and very lightly assessed and thers ought to be as a rule ne
necessity for the oultivator to borrow money. The effect of decreasing his bor-
rowing powers will be to cause a reduction of expenditure at marriages and other
festivals a result which will be in every way beneficial, At present the expenses
incurred by Bhils on marriage festivals frequently amount to about a year’s in-
come, I came across one sub-caste of Gujars in Taloda in which there iz a rule
that payments in connection with marriages must not amount to less than
Rs. 2,000. - .

The usual practice in the district is to sell land by auction on the restricted
tenure to bond-fide cultivators. The prices realized are frequently very high
and show, I think, that the prejudice against the restricted tenure is deoreasing.
Yt is not easy to estimate the effect of the tenure on credit. Of course eredit
under the non-alienable tenure is restricted, but it does not seem to have affocted
agricultural operations. The fact, I fear, is that the rule prohibiting leases is
evaded and that in a very large number of cases oultivators who are described
by the owners of the land as labourers are really tedants. It .is not easy to
detect cases of breach of the conditions of the tenure and very few were reported
except from the western sub-division in which 183 cases came tolight. In every
one of them the land was forfeited,
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In the western part of the district a man holding on the restricted tenure
is, as a rule, not appreciably better off than if he were a hired labourer, His
s4vkdr usnally provides him with cattle and seed and in return receives the whole
produce of the land. The sdvkir pays the assessment and provides the nominal
owner of the land with enough to live upon.

R. D, Bell, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The provisions of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act as regards Village
Munsiffs and Conciliators bave been in force in Khdndesh since 1903. This year
all the remaining sections of importance were extended to this as well as other
districts, The inevitable replacement of mortgages by sales has already begun.
The agriculturist knows perfectly well that the Court can inquire beyond the
written sale-deed and declare it to be a mere mortgage, and he does not hesitate
to pass the sale-deed. He tells one so frankly in the chdvdi and blesses the
Sirkir for it all. The sdvkdrs do not like the new sections, but their feolings
are natural and probably will soon pass away. They object to the facility with
which the ryot can get his debt fixed and made payable by instalments. Some
object to the instalment system on principle ; others with more reason urge that
when the instalments are lixed they are often losing lezitimate interest when
. they themselves have had to borrow at interest the money which they gave out
on loan. However, some of the best and biggest sivkdrs here have always used
and insisted on the Haptebandi or instalment system. It is a benefit to the ryot
and, I think, also to the business-like sivkdr, for he has a quicker turn-over, he
keeps his capital in constant circulation, and he has fewer irrecoverable debts on
his books. ’

The oredit of persons holding on the restricted tenure js undoubtedly less
than that of those holding on the ordinary survey tenure, and naturally so:
cultivators on restricted tenure can only obtain loans on the value of the stand-
ing crops. I do not think that this weakened credit has tended to check agri-
cultural operations, for the check has been' made on unnecessary and not on
necessary borrowing, and has heen beneficial rather than otherwise.

The restricted tenure is, naturally enough, viewed with favour neither by
the sivkdr nor by the average occupant. Generally speaking, it is not suited to
the fertile tract of East Khandesh, but in certain parts and with certain classes
it is really a boon, and these classes, for the most part, regard it as such, know-
ing that their lands are safe from the sivkdr,

N E. H. Waterfield, Esq., Assistant Oullector.

The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act was extended only lately to this
district, and it is too soon to give a decided opinion as to its effects, The
general effect has however become perceptible. The sivkdrs now do not lend
money to the oultivators without the security of land and preferably on the
supposed sale of it—supposed, because there is a mutual understanding that the
land will be returned when the mouey is paid up with interest. Its introduc-
tion has lowered the credit of the agrieulturist to some extent, but on the other
hand he derives benefit from it, because he knows for certain that his creditor
cannot get more than what is reasonable.

The new tenure is generally preferred by the poorer classes as they have
to pay less occupancy price, and I do mot think their credit is really much
diminished, because the state of things is much as it was before the Passing of
the Land Revenue Code Amendment Act of 1901, though nominally different.
Cultivators are as muck as ever only tenants of their sivkdr ; he finances them
and pays the assessment for them, and in return takes the whole of the crop
just giving them enough to live on. He canuot of course enforce his claim
to the erop by a civil suit, but if his tenant fails to pay, he can stop further
advances, with the result that the land is soon forfeited for non-payment of
Bh? aslsessment, and he then puts up another tenant to take the pPlace of the

elauliter. .

G, P. Thakar, Esq,, Deputy Colleotor.,

The Decoan Agriculturists’ Relief Act gave its beneficial rotecti
- - - - - on
agriculturists, but, as in other districts, caus%d an increase inpthe numbt:a)rﬂcl)(fa
B 94215 '
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sales of lands. In Shirpur and Sindkheda 430 and 749 sale-deeds were register-
ed against 185 and 367 respectively during the previous year. The increase
cannot wholly be attributed to the working of the Act, It is partly due to the
strong desire of moneyed men to purchase from falling landowners as much
land as possible on the old unrestricted tenure., A full knowledge of the
_beneficial provisions of the Act has not yet reached the lower strata of the
community and advantage is not taken as yet to the fullest extent.

Digamber Dalaya, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act was introduced but recently, It
is too early to judge of the effects upon the credit of the people. One obvious
effect would be to lower the credit of cultivators in the money-market. I have
had cases in which sale-deeds, pure and simple, had to be passed with oral
agreements depending only on the faith of the vendee to restore the lands on
payment of the loans. The sale of his lands is the one thing that a cultivator
will not do, if he can, by any means, tide over bis monetary difficulties. If the
introduction of the Relief Act has one salulary effect more than another it is to
keep the thriftless cultivator within bounds in the matter of expenses, He hag
now to see that he must have money in hand aud that he cannot borrow largely
excepb on the security of his crops ; he knows also that no money will be lent
to him till the crops are in a fair way of being plentiful. He cannot expect to
borrow on the security of his land; the money-lender refuses to advance him
money unless a deed of sale is executed. If the season is fair he is not driven
to the neeessity of borrowing largely, but when the erop fails, or when there is
danger of its failing, the condition of the cultivator can be imagined better
than described.

J. E. Sahasrabudhe, Esq., Deputy Collector.

_Since some sections of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act are made
applicable to this district the number of sale-deeds has increased than mortaages,
because the sivkdrs are not disposed to lend money on mortgages, The lands
thus purchased are let out to the real occupiers on rent-notes, the amount of rent
charged being the interest shown in the deed of conveyance. The sivkérs make
oral agreements to restore the land on repayment of money with interest; but
they cannot be enforced legally in a Court of Law if the sivkars break their
promises. This state of things is mainly due to the growing distrust between
the sdvkdrs and the cultivators and partly to the application of the Decoan Agri-
culturists’ Relief Act, It chnnot be said at present what good effeot the Deccan
Agriculturists’ Aet would bring about in future, as the sivkdrs are aware of its
introduction and are faking all steps in their power to ensure their money tran-
sactions by binding the cultivators on paper; but it is clear that as the sdvkdrs
do not lend money except on sale-deeds the poor cultivators have to submit to
their hard terms to seoure money when they are in need of it, and there is the
greatest necessity of establishment of Agricultural Co-operative Credit Sooieties.

The restricted tenure is not popular with the agriculturists in general, but
is appreciated and accepted by the poor, There were no instances of violations
of the terms of the new tenure in J4mner and Péchora Tilukas. But in Chalis-
gaon there were three instances in which the conditions were violated, but under
Collector’s orders the lands measuring acres 5 and gunthas 39 was allowed $o
remain with the violators. 2

Na’sie Distnicr.
R. A. L. Moore, Esq,, Collestor.

This tenure is not popular, The poorer classes including the hill tribes
apply for waste lands and accept them on the restricted tenure, but the Kuobi
colass is averse to it and it is only defaulters who petition for cultivation after
their fields have been forfeited for non-payment of Government dues and are
informed that land will not be given to them except on the new tenure, who
submit to it. Even among them I bave often met with refusals,

. .1t may be noted that the restricted tenure in this district is mostly found
in the west where lands are poor and sivkdrs were never willing to advance
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h on their security. This is especially the case in Dindori where frequent
?;Flﬁws are necessary and where the hill men, when the period of fallows arrives,
throw up their lands and apply for fresh land on the restricted tenure. This
they often get, as waste land is plentiful.

J. T. Seotson, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The restricted tenure continues to make progress in the wilder and poorer
parts of the sub-division where land never yet had any value as a seourity
aoainst money lent, In the Deshi tracts it is still unpopular and will remain so
a8 Iong as the habit of borrowing sums amounting to several years’ income for
expenditure in display on some special occasion continues. For people of this
kind some safe and liquid security is a necessity and land held on the old tenure
fulfilled those conditions while that held on the new does not. After a succession
of good seasons, when the demand for land is keen, the value of the same piece
of land held on the new tenure must become practically equal to its value
when held on the old, for, even to the sivkir, its value cannot be much
more than the capitalised value of the annual profits, and such profits are
independent of the tenure. When held on the old tenure, land had perhaps a
slightly higher value to the sivkdr as security than is represented by such a
capitalised value, since the attachment of the cultivator to his lands impels him
to get it back without any reference fo its real value as estimated by its annual
outturn and profits and also because land at the present time is the nearest and
most profitable investment for accumulated funds. I firmly believe therefore
that the suocess of the new tenure even in the wealthier parts of the district is
only a question of time—a long time perhaps—but none the less cerfain. In
the meanwhile it is doing its work among the more ignorant and backward
classes for whom it was specially intended. '

Seorirur DisTricT,
]

Y. K, Namjoshi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The restricted tenure has made little progress during the year under
report, The principle of unconditional remissions and suspensions under the
rules having onoe been recognised, it follows that the scope for this tenure
becomes very restrioted, There is no disguising the fact that this tenure is not
generally looked upon with favour ; and even if forfeiture and re-grant on the
restrioted tenure be made a condition precedent to the grant of remissions, there
are little chances of the desired end being attained. Remissions on these terms
will rarely be availed of. If the land is inoumbered, the sivkdr will step in
and pay off the arrears rather than lose all the money he has already advanced
on the seourity of the land ; while if the land be free from inecumbrances, the
ocoupant will be driven to borrow and pay off the arrears, for maturally he
would not like to part with the means of raising money (at least 10 times the
assessment) in time of need for the sake of a couple of years’ land revenue,

SOUTHERN DIVISIbN .

W. W. Drew, EsQ., CoumassioNeg, S. D.

(1) Record of rights.—The advantages of the records are being recognised
and it 18 being assimilated with the revenue system.

(2) Restricted lenure.—Some headway has been made in the EKfnarese
districts as the following figures will show :— :

Grant during the year, Total Grant,
Acres. Acres.
Bijﬁpur — LTTY 1,216 ’ 6,080
Kénama . var 569 2424
Dhérwidr . e 1116 1,618
Belg'amn LYY LI 435 621

... Most of the grants in Bijdpur have been made to Chaparbands whose aon-
dition they must greatly improve, A total area of only 10 acres has been given
out in Koldba but it may be observed that the extensive grants of land to
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Thakurs and Katkaris have not been included. No land has yet been granted
on this tenure in Ratndgiri,

(8) Remittance of Revenue by Money Order.—In the Desh this mode of
payment is not much in vogue. It is resorted to when (1) the paver lives out-
side the distriet ; (2) the village officers refuse fo receive payment in person or
(3) when there is a dispute about the. payment. Mr, Painter reports the case
of & man who went 12 miles to a Post Office to send his assessment by moncy
order to the village officers of his own village in order to entrap them into
embezzling it. On the coast the figures for Kénara, Koldba and Ratnigiri were
Rs. 2,804, 5,894 and Rs. 4,259 respectively. The Collector of Ratndgirl remarks
that this mode of remittance appears to be more popular among the payers of
A’bkdri Revenue.

(4) Special Grants or Assignments.—In the Belzaum District Mr, A. B,
Desai, late Administrator, 8ingli, was given, for his meritorious services, lands
measuring 112 acres and 19 gunthds, assessed at Rs. 165 in the Belgaum and
Chikodi Tdlukis,

In Kénara Rao Babhadur Yennemadi was entrusted with the work of assign-
ments of forest lands to Kunbi Marithds of Bhatkal and these are now ecom-
plete. Final figures are not yet to hand but the Collector reports that the
assignments have been made over to, and cultivated by, the people, In the
matter of the assignment of betas to garden cultivators, demarcated pieces were,
during the year, actually handed over to the zardeners for use. In Sirsi and
Yelldpur this work has almost been finished and that in Sidddpur is expected
to be complete next year

(5) Lend dequisition Work.—Except in Koliba and Dhirwdr there is not
much to record on this point. In the former the work of granting compensa-
tion for land acquired for the Neral-Mdtherin Light T'ramvway is still in progress.
In the latter, in addition to the lands required for the Public Works Depart-
ment, Irrigation and Railway Departments lands had to be acquired for the
Mining Companies also. :

(6) The Introduction or Extension of any Act or Rules. Court of Wards
Act—Except in Belgaum not much advantage appears to have beca taken of
the provisions of this Act. In that district several estates have been taken up
for management and owing to the increased wotk and to secure uniformity of
treatment the Collector has been given the services of a Mdimlatdir to do duty
as a Special Assistant for this branch of his work.

Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act.—Most of the reports point out that the
introduction of this Aet has resulted in a reduction in the number of mortgages
and a rise in the number of sales. The indulgence with which the Act treats
the agriculturist deters the sivkir from receiving any mortgages and makes
him give the transaction the form of a legal sale. It is not a sale out and out
and is in the nature of a wishiwds kharcdi (sale in trust) which is virtually a
mortgage. It is likely that the apparent. contraction of the agriculturists’
credit will, as stated by Mr. Haigh, result in making the rayat resort readily to
tagdi and look more favourably on Co-operative Credit Societies. Steps have
been taken in the Belgaum District with a view to appoint Conciliators and
Village Munsiffs. The other Co[lectors are being requested fo make similur
proposals as regards their districts, .

(7) Building Sites.—There is nothing of importance to bo added to the
remarks made last year in this connection, To encourage Bombay people to
take up building sites in healthy localities within a few hours’ journey from
Bombay, proposals from the Collector of Koldba to apply Land Revenue Code
Rule 56, 11 and IV to certain areas on the coast line and on the G. I. P. Rail-
way line are under consideration. In Ratndigiri there is a keen demand not for
building sites but for agricultural land and only land of inferior deseription is
converted into building sitos.

Owing to plague there has been a keen demand for building sites in Dhdr-
wér and Hubli, The Sdlsette rules have already been extended to Hubli with
a view to relieve the town of its congestion and to enable the residents fo go
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and live outside the fown. The district reports do not supply information as
to the extent to which advantage has been taken of the concessions so far.
Proposals were submitted to Government to apply the same rules to Dhdrwar,
But they were since sent back to_the Collector for further information. This
has been received and is being submitted to Government.

(8) Co-operative Credit Societics.—In Belgaum four societies have been
established and three of these have made progress in the matter of collecting
subseription from members. The Belgaum Society has been given a loan qt'
Rs. 2,000 from Government. In Bijipur a society was started at Muddebihdl
and an application for one at Bigalkot is under the Registrar’s consideration.
Ihe progress in Dharwar in this direction is particularly satisfactory, the Rural
Societies numbering 10 (against 8 last year) and there are Urban Societies at
Dhirwir, Hlubli and Bettigeri (Gadag), In the Gadag Tdluka Mr. Graham
states there will be 6 more Rural Societies. This district has been the pioneer of
this institution and the success is mostly due to the personal efforts of the
Registrar and of the local officers, The Collector believes that many are doing
really good work and states that in the Gadag Tdluka they were able to make
loans for the purchase of fodder. The Sirsi Society was registered in 1905 but
is reported to have done nothing, so far, and the capital has not yet been sub-
scribed. It is intended chiefly for the benefit of the ¥ akkalus and other lower
caste cultivators, The Koldba Distriot remains as yet without any society, as
the Pandharpesha money-lenders who hold many of the lands are not ready to
accept the scheme. A society was established at Kankavli in Deogad Tiluka
in March last, chiefly for the benefit of weavers. The members subseribed a
sum of Rs, 1,150 and Government having advanced an equal amount, the body
is thus beginning its operations,

(9) Effect of the operations of the Agricultural Department on the pro-
sperity of Agriculturists.——A demonstration farm for giving practical object
lessons will shortly be established at Arbhavi in the Belgaum District. Aection
is being taken with a view to secure for the purpose of agricultural improve-
ments the large fund raised in the Chikodi Tiluka, some years ago in memory
of the Indian tour of His Royal Highness Prince Albert Vietor,

In Dhirwdr the Government Experimental Farm and the Training College
Farm, and the Agricultural Association are doing unseful work. It is true that
some of the most prominent. members of the Agricultural Association do not
depend mainly on agriculture for their income. A fair number of its members
bave, however, undertaken experiments and, with 8 good season, like the one
at present, it is hoped, the results will be encouraging. The Association has
been exerting itself in popularizing ploughs of the improved pattern, and kadbi
cutters, and by spreading by leaflets information about manures, good seed and
improved methods of cultivation. Mr. MeNeill distributed select plants of a
few kinds of fruit trees for experimental plantation round about Dhirwér and
made a few experiments on potato cultivation on small plots treated with
chemical manures ; but on account of the unfavourable rains the experiments
were not successful.

The Villaze Officers of selected villages in each district in the Division were
supplied in May last at Government expense with copies of the Vernacular
paper named “ Shet, Shetki and Shetkari.”” The Collectors have been asked to
repmit in May 1907 whether the results obtained justify the continuance of the
supply. ‘

_ - Mr. MacMillan refers to interesting well-to-do capitalists in growing supe-
rior crops. Experiments of the sort mentioned should be encouraged. In
Belgaum there has been a great deal of talk about the encouragement of native
industries, agricultural and otherwise, but when money was wanted for an expe-

riment in cotton it was supplied by a Company formed in Bombay from
European capitalists.

(10) Effects of the operations of the Civil Veterinary Department on
Catlle.—The existing veterinary dispensaries are reported to.be doing useful
work so far. Cattle owners seldom resort to these until all country l?emedies
have failed. Uhe Veterinary Graduate in Belgaum is now going to be asked to

B 042—16 '
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attend at important villages on the weekly market days and demonstrate to the
assembled villagers the value of Veterinary assistance. This is as it should be.
The Veterinary Assistants should try to get a knowledge of the local remedies
used and show by demonstration the comparative results of the Native and
English systems of treatment. This measure will attruct the attention of the
average agriculturist who is not easily induced to change his belief in crude
ways and antiquated remedies. If on the other hand the Veterinary Assistant
finds on actual trial any specific for a particular disease more efficacious than
the one he possesses, he wiil be able to report on it to his professional superiors
for orders. This exchange of ideas will encourage confidence. A new Veteri-
nary dispensary was opened in Bijdpur in April 1906. The Collector reports
that it is growing popular, the number of cases treated being 50 to 60, on an
average, per day. A special Veterinary Assistant was appointed at Panvel.

Extracts.
Bercaum DistrICT,
R. C. Artal, Esq., Deputy Cellector.

The provisions of sections 2, 3, 7, 11 to 21 hoth inclusive, Chapters V, VI
and VII and section 73-A of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act No, 17 of
1879 have been extended to this district and it is yet premature to give any
definite opinion as to the benefits which the measure might confer on the agri-
culturists. However, so far as my private inquiries go, it appears to me that
the effects have not been so beneficial as they ought to have been. The savkars,
instead of taking the landsin mortgage with possession, have now resorted to
the practice of buying the lands on which money is advanced, For instance, A,
a rayat wants a loan of Rs. 100 and he has land the market value of which is
Rs. 400, 'What the savkar does is that he advances Rs. 100 to the rayat and
takes a nominal deefl of sale duly registered for Rs. 400 and then leases the land
to the.vendor on annual or other tenancy, privately agreeing to resell the land
to the rayat on his repaying the principal amount together with the interest.
The savkar, also, with a view fo prevent any losses in the event of a dispute
arising, takes a money bond from the rayat for double the amount he actuslly
lends. For instance, the savkar lends Rs. 50 aciually to a rayat. Here what
he does is that he fakes a bond for Rs. 100 agreeing privately to return it to the
rayat on his repaying the original loan together with the interest. Sometimes
it may happen that the rayat who cannot borrow money on a mortgage deed
will be compelled to sell his land for a sum far less than its market value, In
case a disagreement arises between the debfor and the creditor it is the former

that is liable to ruin. A com-

Year, Number of mortgoge deeds. Number of sale deeds. parison of the margina,“y noted
1904 ... - 455 423 figures which relate to Bel-
%gg% from 482 448 gaum Téluka proper only will
January  to show that the number of sale
. 13th August ... 272 422 deeds for the first 74 months

. of 1906 alone approximately
equals that of each of the preceding two years. The number of sale deeds for
the whole year of 1906 at this rate (that is 56 per month) comes to approxi-
mately 675 ; whereas the number of mortgage deeds for the whole year (1900)
comes to 432, that is to say, there has been a considerable increase in the case
of sale deeds and a decrease in that of mortgage deeds. These statistics go to
show that the information given to me is correct. "

Buapur DistrICT,
K. R. Bomanji, Esq,, Collector.

The introduction of the Dececan Agriculturists’ Relief Act into the district
has resulted in a higher percentage of sales being executed, Savkars are un-
willing to accept mortgages on lands and people are driven fo part with their
lands for good when they are pressed for money. In one tdluka for which I
have figures, namely Bigalkot, up to the end of July last, there wvere 469 sales
and only 92 mortgages against 692 and 552 respectively, registered during the
year 1903, It is generally felt as a hardship that evidence of oral agrecments
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as regards sales is by law inadmissible. Very often sales are to all intents and
purposes mortgages only, but when the time for redemption comes, the Civil
Courts are unable to afford relief, Tt is worth considering if section 91 of the
Evidence Act should not be made inapplicable to all transactions under the
Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act.

Dna’nwa’s DistrIcT.

H. L. Painter, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The Deocan Agriculturists’ Relief Act was introduced into thissub-division
during the year. The effect, if any so far, has been to make savkars suspicious
that Government wishes to do its own money-lending (e g., as tagai, which is
to some extent a novelty here) and to make them reluctant to lend; later on,
no doubt, they will resort to the Decoan expedient of getting their clients to
pass sale deeds with a verbal promise of redemption. The savkars of these parts
are, however, of a comparatively benevolent type, and I have seen no Marvadis
except at Byddgi. .

V. N. Sathaye, Esq., Deputy Collector. '

The Decean Agriculturists’ Relief Act being newly introduced, the savkar
would not advance money except on sale of land. Nevertheless the relations
of mutual trust and confidence between the rayat and the savkar were, on the
whole, satisfactory. The rates of interest still continue high. The credit of
the rayats, though somewhat impaired, stands good. The money-lender cannot
olose his business so long as the rayat wants money : so both join in finding out
expedients to avoid the evil effeots of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act.

Ka'xara District.
P. B. Haigh, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Seotions 11 to 21 of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act have been
applied to this district, I have called for reports from‘all Mémlatddrs, The
Act has afforded much relief to existing debtors; but there is a general com-
plaint from cultivators that it is more difficult to get loans than before. Savkars
1nsist on a down-right sale of lands or on receiving a bond for a larger amount
than that actually paid. The Act is unpopular with the more improvident
class of cultivators, especially in Sirsi and Sidd4pur where money is dear.
They profer to borrow at high rates and postpone the payment of interest. The
Act must inevitably restrict reckless borrowing, and the savkars cannot ultimately
withhold their money, as the practice of lending to cultivators is almost their
sole available means of investment. In the meantime, the probable effect of the
Aot will be to make borrowers resort readily to tagai, and may make them look
more favourably on Co-operative Credit Societies,

Kona’sa Distoicr.
A. O, Koreishi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Some sections of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act have been made
applicable to this distriet in August 1903,

The objects and scope of the Act are, in some instances, not properly un-
derstood by the illiterate Mardthds, some of whom are understood to have taken
the law into their own bands, and forcibly ejected the savkars for which Chaiz
Vahivat suits have been pending. One immediate result of this extension of
portions of the Act has been a sudden rise in the number of sale-deeds in
favour of savkars in preference to mortgage-deeds with possession. The savkars
have, to a certain extent, ceased advancing money unless sale-deeds are passed
in their favour. Thisis evidenced by the fact that the figures of sale have
risen enormously during the year under report. 5,848 acres of Jand assessed at
Rs, 9,677 were permanently transferred by agriculturists to non-agriculturists
during the year against 2,189 acres assessed at Rs. 4,435 during the last year.
Similarly mortgages without possession have gone down from 3,646 acres last
year to £,941 during the year under report. There is little doubt, however
that the Act will, eventually, be a great relief to the indebtedness of the rayat’
and the present slight disturbance in the rayats' relations with the s:wkar;
would appear to be temporary. In the first place, the savkars were not pre-
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pared for this unexpected extension of the Aect, and so they can only gradually
adapt themselves to the altered circumstances, Secondly, as neither can do
without the other, things must, in course of time, again assume their normal
level.

Aet VI of 1901.

Brra’pur DistrICT,
K. R, Bomanji, Esq., Collector.

In my opinion the new tenure of land will in course of time greatly
improve the condition of the class for which it is intended and will help to raise
agricultural labourers and tenants to_the status of petty holders of land who
- really are the essemce of the Land Revenue system. Its scope, however, is
limited as the area of waste is small and waiting for forfeitures is like waiting
for dead men’s shoes. It is unfortunate that the change was not made Years
ago,

R. B. Bhide, Esq., Deputy Collector,

The new tenure is gradually becoming more and more popular. A poor
day labourer on getting land and spending a small amount in the way of pay-
ing asscssment and cultivating it, is at once raised to the level of an ordinary
agriculturist, Many applications have been recsived for having waste lands
uader the new tenure. This manifests the light in which the gran! is viewad
by the poorer classes, This system would have been more popularif the holders
of such lands were granted tagai on certain speoial conditions for their improves
ment, as they are mostly very poor in quality.

VI.—Assistance fo Inamdars and Superior Holders.
NORTHERN DIVISION,

R. M, Kesnepy, Esq., CoumissioNeg, N, D.

The Indmddrs in Ahmedabad District filed 101 suits against their tenants,
" but 95 of these were received at the close of the year and were therefore not
decided. Only 2 suits were disposed of. In Kaira District 358 suits were filed,
assistance being granted in 305 cases. Of the total number of suits 224 in
Nadidd T4luka for Rs. 3,064 were filed at the end of the previous year, These
were taken up and disposed of in 1905-06, with the exception of the suits
brought by the Indmdair of Sastapur. The Indmdirs and superior holders in
the Panch Mahdls District resorted to the Revenue Courts’in 114 cases and
assistance was accorded them in 66 instances. Only 9 suits were filed in Broach
Distriet but the dues to be collected amounted to Rs. 8,432, The suits were
all entertained, but only about a fourth of the amount was recovered. Of the
127 suits preferred by 1pamdars in Surat District 84 were in Chikhli Téluka.
Forty-two of these 54 wore taken up by the Revenue Courts but the amount
recovered was inappreciable. The explanation why more has not been recovered
is generally that most of the suits were received at the close of the year. In
Thana District 107 suits for Rs. 16,179 were filed. Sixty-nine of these were
admitted and disposed of, while 12 were withdrawn and 7 compounded. Some
of the suits were received late and were pending when the year closed. Ouly
two new commissions under section 88 of the Land Revenue Code appear to
have been issued one in the Viramgim Tdluka of the Ahmedabad District and
the other in the Ankleshvar Téluka of the Broach District. From a general
point of view the Indmddrs and superior holders exercised due discretion in
dealing with their tenants and the village officers on the other hand apprar in
all distriots to have acted with suflicient promptitude in rendering assistance
and to have left the Inimdérs no room for complaint.
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Extracts.

AnMepaBaAD DISTRICT.
W. Doderet, Ecq., Collector.

No village officer was warned or fined during the year for nezlect in the
collcction of the revenue of alienated villages. '

Panca Mawars DistRICT,

R. C. Brown, Esq., Collector.

The Inimddrs collect their revenue from the tenants direcet and as a rule
experience no difficulty in the recovery of their dues, the tenants being usually
ready and willing to pay, when possible. .

G. Wiles, Esq., Assistant Collector.

As a rule Indmddrs have little trouble in colleoting their dues, except per-
haps in Kalol where rent suits have been more numerous than elsewhere, pro-
bably on account of the unusually bad year. '

Broacu DistrICT.

C. W. A. Turner, Exq., Assistant Collector.

The relation between landlords and tenants is on the whole good. The
number of rent suits in Wigra and A'mod is very small indeed. In Jambusar
they are more numerous, as the tenants of private landlords in that tiluka are
00 less contumacious in non-payment of rent than they are in non-payment of
Government assessment. The landlord class as a whole has suffered more than
any other in the district owing to the past bad years, 'The greatest difficulty
was encountered in recovering their dues from some of the large land-owners
living in Broach. This was really as much due to their inability to pay as to
contumaciousness among them, Many of them are really land speculators.
They invested heavily in land in good seasons, paying a large occupancy price.
When bad years came, the land was a white elephant to them and a drug in the
market. ‘They have collected their rents with difficulty, and consequently
have faller into arrears with their assessment. In many cases they have more
land tban they can-manage, and as all their eapital is locked up in it, they have -
no outside resources. Their credit has suifered owing to the bad times, and the
extension of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act fo the district has made the
savkar very wary in lending money on security of land, so that they in common
with the rayats generally have found their credit much contrasted. N

Surat DistricT.

A. 8, A, Westropp, Esq., Collector.

_ There were no complaints from Inimd4rs about difiiculty in collecting’
their rent and no village officer had to be punished for not rendering assistance
to the Inimddrs.

' . A.W. Varley, Esq., Assistant Collector. .,

No Taldti has been warned or fined during the year for neglect in the col-
lection of the revenue of alienated villages.

Taaxa DistrICT.

J. A. G, Wales, Esq., Collector.

Becovery of Indmddrs’ revenue.—This matter is not one of much import-
ance in this distriot where the Inimdirs are for the most part able to recover
their revenues without having recourse to the Revenue Courts.

B 94217
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CENTRAL DIVISION,

Tuoe HoNouraBLE Mr. M, C. GisB, CoMMISSIONER, C. D.

The number of Indmddirs is not very large in Khdndesh and Sholspur, ang
the question of recovery of their dues is not very important in these tw
* distriets. In Sholdpur not much was done in this direction on account of th
prevailing scarcity. In Khdndesh assistance suits are very rare, the collectior
being easy and arrears hardly existing. Information is complete for the Ndsil
and Poona Districts; and there are interesting passages in the reports of the
Collector of Sitdira and two of his assistants devoted to a general discussion o
the relations between the Inimdérs and their tenants, but no complete statistie.
as to the number of assistance suits and the amount of ouistandings. As re
gards Ahmednagar the matter is glanced at only in the notes of Mr. Greer, why
remarks that the Indmddrs in his charge have shown themselves rather reason
able in their demands during the past year. Attempts made in the Sjtgr:
District to induce Indmdirs to make concessions similar to those in Britis]
villages in seasons of scaroity, such as remissions and suspensions, do not appea:
to have met with much success. The assistance work in this district must b
very heavy, secing that the Mamlatdir of one tiluka alone (Pitan) is stated t
have disposed of 625 old assistance suits during the year, and the number o
such suits in the Satira Tdluka is reported to be 1,000, The collections it
Mr. Barlee’s charge amounted to Rs, 25,143, reducing the outstanding balane
from Rs. 28,836 to Rs. 10,557. In Nisik Rs, 1,81,000 were collected durine
the year out of a total demand of Rs 4,10,158, the net outstandings at the enc
of the year being Rs. 1,70,870. 195 suits only in respect of demands to th
extent of Rs, 10,600 were filed in this district, the recoveries effected amountine
to Rs, 2,432 ondy. The number of suits filed in Poona was 124 in respect o
Rs. 92,0186 ; assistance was decreed in respeet of Rs, 21,208 and recoveries effect.
ed to the extent of Rs. 6,729, The sum recovered on acoount of previous year's
application amounted to Rs. 36,143. I would draw attention to the numerou:
difficulties in the way of recovering Inimdirs’ dues depicted in the Nisik anc
Sdtdra reports.

The Inimdars of this Presidency fall into 2 main classes—

(1) The real squires of the country who live in their villages and take
an interest in their estates and their tenants.

(2) The absentee rent receivers who do not care a straw for the welfare
of their tenants and who, though they may value the dignity of their posi.
tion as Indmdirs, look upon their estates as an investment pure and simple

An Indmddr of the latter class frequently has a large number of co-sharers
and the sharers quarrel among themselves. Men of the formor class are unfor.
tunately very rare in the Deccan ; where they are found they usually bave nc
difficulties -with their tenants.

Succession in 13 villages in the Nisik and 6 villages in the Poona District
was recognized during the year. Nazardna levied in the Ndsik District amount.
ed to Rs. 446-2-0, where also indm land measuring 3 acres 24 gunthds lapsed
to Government. The village of Vela in the Nisik Tdluka was returned to the
heir of tha deceased Jahdgirdir; the Saranjim villages in the Ndsik District
held by the late Sardar Vithalrao Krishna Vinchurkar were restored to his
brother Sardar Ramrao Krishna, In Poona the Saranjim village of Rahtn’
was temporarily resumed by Government pending heirship.inquiries,

’

Extracts.
Kna'xpesH DisthicT.
W. C. Shepherd, Bsq., Collector.
The number of Infmdirs in this distriet is very limited and cases in which
assistance from Revenue officers is sought by them are rare. Jorced colloction

of quit-rents by Revenue officers is unknown as the Indmdirs pay them regu-
larly. The collcctions of Indmdirs’ dues were generally satisfactory and hardly
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anv sccumulations of outstanding balances are reported except in Torkheda in
their Shih4éda Tiluka where the arrears chiefly relate to the Famine years.
The minor J4ghirdsr of the village bas lately attained majority and steps are
being taken by the Prant to give remissions where possible as in Government
villages with the approval of the Jdghirdar.

In this district no tendency is observed on the part of Inimddrs to evade -
the provisions of section 85 of the Land Revenue Code or to raise rents in
violation of the customary rights of tenants in unsurveyed villages. In only
3 cases were village officers warned for neglect in the collection of revenue of

alienated villages. :
G. P. Thakir, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There are very few Indmddrs in this sub-division and dues were collected
with considerable promptitude, No village officers of Inim villages were

punished for negligence.

Na'sig District.
R. A. L. Moore, Esq., Collector,

The outstandings may be attributed to the following reasons: (a) the delay
on the part of thoiIndmddrs in applying for assistance. There were only 195
applications from Dumildars in the district and they related to the recovery
of about Rs. 10,600 only; of this Rs. 2,432 have been recovered within the
year; (b) the lack of interest shown by the Dumildérs in their tenants; (¢) the
illfeeling existing between the share-holders which rendered the task of
collecting revenue difficult inasmuch as'the village officers often side with one
share-holder against another and thus fail to perform their duties towards the
chiof holder of the village; (d) the Dumdlddrs are always averse to grant any
concessions in comsideration of the bad erops, thus making their tenants even
moro recalcitrant than they otherwise would be. This year I issued special
orders regarding the settlement of dues in indm villages which was to be made
by the officer doing the Jamibandi of the tiluka in consultation with the
Dumiildirs and the village officers, after itaking into consideration the anna
valuation of the crops and on the lines laid down by Government for Government
villages. In many cases the Indimddrs failed even to be present at the Jamdbandi,
though given due notice, and only 9 Dumdlddrs could be persuaded to grant
remissions of long standing arrears in their villages. Some Dumaldirs, however
aranted suspensions of revenue. ' 7

It is a fact that the village officers of Dumila villages are often negligent
in their duties, but it remains with the Dum4ldérs to improve them by repaortino'
against them to the Mdmlatddirs and Print officers in due time. It is only in
one sub-division of this district that the village officers of three Dumila villages
have been taken to task., The tendency on the part of the Indmdirs to evade
the provisions of section 85, Land Revenue Code, and to raise rents in violation
of the customary rights of tenants is noticeable in the Bhil and Koli Inim
villages of the Kalvan and Biglin tilukas, But it is difficult to stop this
practice though warnings have been given in villages where the practice was
detected. These Bhil and Koli Inimddrs have their own ways of dealing with
the villagers and they stand almost on the same level with their tenants. The
rol:;tious between them are friendly and there are rarely complaints from the
ryots.

4. T, Scotson, Ezq., Assistant Collector.

The state of Dumila villages in the Ndsik Tsluka is very bad indeed and I
hnjre already submitted to you o report on the arrears in these villages The
chiof cause is undoubtedly the quarrels amongst the share-holders th%m.selves
'1"lu_>y will take no coneerted action and seem to spend most of their time i:;
trying to over-reach each other. Further, they are almost entirely lacking in
sympathy with the ryots and, in spite of advise given to them, very fow ar
willing to give any romission of past arrears to their tenants. ¢
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The tenants of the majority of these Indm villages complain bitterly of the
scverity of their owners, for so Indmddrs seem to regard themselves, and contrast
their condition with that of the adjoining Khdlsa villages. On the other side,
however, it often occurs that press as he will, the Indimdar is unable to collect
his dues from his tenants,

Anueo¥acar Distrist,
V. Greer, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The Indmddirs generally have refrained from exorbitant demands this year,
and in some cases have granted remission for arrears'long outstanding.

Pooxa Districr.

A, H, A, Simcox, Esq,, Collector,

A large sum regarding which assistance has been ordered to be given has
remained in arrears in all the tdlukas fer several years, owing principally to
successive bad seasons. Some Indmddrs have granted remiesions to a certain
extent hut the tenants withhold payment and claim further remissions which
the Indmddrs are not prepared to grant. The year under report being a famine
vear was not a favourable one in which to colleet the Indmddirs’ arrears by resort
to extreme measures, Moreover, there isa large outstanding balance which
has been found to be irrecoverable and the Inimddrs have many times been
requested to write off such sums, but to little purpose. Every year the balances
are acoumulating and one bad year following another, it has become impossible
in some cases for the tenants to pay them off. In most Inim villages there is
a growing feeling of hitterness between the Inimddrs, generally absentees. and
the ryots. ‘lhe former complain that they get little or mothing from their
estates and the latter that they get no sympathetic freatment from the Inimdirs
and are debarred from the privileges which their neighbours in Government

villages get,
E. J. Bolus, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Many of the Indmddrs live at Poona, and seldom visit their Indms, or
display any interest in them beyond a keen desire to exact the maximum of
revenue with the minimum of trouble, This absentee landlordism is much to
be deplored. The attitude of thé Indmddrs estranges their tenants who, too
often, conspire, with the connivance of the village officers, to withhold payment
of rent. 'The situation is aggravated by the constant refusal of certain superior
bolders to strike off the irrecoverable arrears, Some even refused remission of
water assessment, although the pats were dry. Frequently, also, the Indmddr
postpones his application for assistance unfil the eleventh hour, when the
natural time for collection has passed,- and in other ways fails to co-operate
with the Mdmlatddr. No doubt there are a few Indmdirs, whose treatment
of their tenants is nearly all that could be desired, but these bolong to the
exception rather than the rule. =

J. P. Brander, Esq, Assistaat Collector.

"In the famine tract the Indmdédrs have either agreed to give suspension or,
where they have not signified their assent, collections have not been made owing
to the impossibility of making them., - :

Sa‘ra’ra Districr.

S. R. Arthur, Esq., Collector.

There is no gainsaying the fact that the work of recovering Indmdirs’ dues
has been unsatisfactory. Various causes are at work, In the first place the
relations both of Inimddrs and of superior holders generally with their tenants
are far from cordial. The fault lies on hoth sides, Since the year 1896 the
country has passed through a very critical period. Famine after famine has
visited the country and drained the resources of the people. In Government
villages the people have been helped by liberal grants of tagii and also by
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guspensions and remissions of revenua. The Indmiir, who is gonerally aun
ahsentee landlord, cares nothing for his tenants and is only interested in exactinz
from thom the uttermost farthing without any regard to the circumstances of
the year. Arrears accumulate year after year until the tenaut feels his position
hopeless, a position all the more galling that he sees his neighbour in Govern-
ment villages receiving liberal treatment. He retaliates and with the assistance
and connivance of the village officers evades payment, even when he is quite
able to pay, until compelled by compulsory process, It may be notel here
with some satisfaction that a few of the Inamddrs in the affected tracts of the
district have, during the year under report, granted remissions and suspensions
to their ryots according to the scale laid down by Gove;nqlent, receiving oor-
responding remissions and suspensions of judi. The majority’ of the Inimddrs
and superior holders, however, have poin{ blank refused to grant any conoassions,
even though much of their dues is found to be irrecoverable. The position is
already sufficiently difficult and it is being made s:ill more 8o by the relation
sifbsisting hetween the Indmdér and the village officers, especially the account-
ant, Generally, there is jealousy and ill-felling between them and the Inimdir.
The Iatter, seldom, if ever, resides in his Iném village and so long as this is the
case he cannot expect that the village officers will take his- part against the
villagers among whom they have to live. He visits the village rarely, and never
examines its accounts. The kulkarni takes advantage of the Inimdir’s supine-
ness and shows himself by no means active in his interasts.

K. W. Barles, Esq., Assistant Collector.

In this charge the Indm villagas owned by large Indmddrs ar> mostly in
Pitan. This year an effort was made to reduce in Patan the large outstanding
arroars. The Inimddrs were approached and were shown that unless they would
compromise with the ryots they would lose, as the ryots were quite unable to
pay on one harvest arrears equal to in some cases 6 or 7 years’ revenue. Some
Indmdirs eventually agreed to compromise and, after being promised remissions
varying from 4 to 8 annas, the people paid up.

- .There have been in the past faults on both sides. The tenants gramhie
because the InAmd4rs will not accept the survey and because some Indmdirs
try to cheat them by not giving receipts and by trying to collect twice over.
Inimddrs on the hand have cause for complaint, as tenants seldom pay at the
proper time. However, it is to be hoped that in the future there will be less
trouble. The essential thing is to show Inimdirs that they cannot gain by
ruining their tenants and once a bargain has been made, to hold each side
rigidly to it. '

O. Rothfeld, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The relations of Indmdirs and tenants continue to be anything but satis-
factory. The state of deadlock in which they are shackled can be explained
but cannot be excused. Each side has committed so many faults that neither
can altogether command sympathy. At the most, the faults of the tenants can
,be more easily condoned in as much as they are the less active agents, but the
result is one that ultimately reflects disoredit upon the administration and
therefore requires administrative remedy. The landlord is an assignee of
revenue with no legitimate power to collect his income. For this eollection he
is dependent upon a Lereditary village accountant, owing no allegiance to the
landlord, often his rival in business, appointed by Government and lazy and
corrupt to an extent almost inoredible. The tenant again has hereditary and
permanent rights of which he can be deprived only by order of the administra-
tion and not by his landlord. On the one band, therefore, we have a eollecting
agoncy which considers its own interests, especially its money-lending interests,
as of infinitely greater importance than the duty of collection for a distant
landlord; on the other, a tenantry, in most cases alienated by the widening
gulf hetweep Brahmins and Mardthas, conscious of its own secure position, bu?:
entangled in the net of obscure monetary trawsactions, If the collecting
agency in Government villages were comparatively reliable and if the press of
judicial work were not so busmdensome, the Mimlatdsr might by elose and
consta;n:‘) s;xgermmn mitigate, if he could not abolish, these imsistent evils,

B o —
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But, as things are, the time devoted by the superior officers of Government does
and must remain wholly incommensurate to the Herculean labour involved.
Nor, on the other hand, do the Inimddrs afford that assistance which, even with
a view to their own self-interest, might confidently be exzpected. Divided
acvainst one another by the complex system of Hindu law, they devote to
litigation the emergy and {alents which were meant for the management of
their estates, To Government their attitude is one of the subdued hostility
conditioned partly by political movements, partly by their determination to
resist personal responsibility for quit-rents on income often not received at all,
never at least received till after lon% delays and not in considerable annoyance.
For their villages they do ahsolutely nothing and even 8 duty such as standing
surety for their tenants to secure their takivi loans, is to them wholly repugnant.
Even that most limited concession, the suspension of revenue in .a famine year
in exchange for parallel suspensions of quit-rent, has this year been granted
only after much persuasion. It has finally been assented to by 14 Indmddrs in
the whole charge, although only to have so far signed a stamped agrecment.
Moreover, there are several Inimdé4rs who turn the present confusion and
imperfect administration to their advantage by a dishonest system of money-
lending in which arrears of rent and balances of debt are mixed up in one
inextricable demand.

K. J. Agashe, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Since the year 1896 the number of suits as well as decrees began steadily
to rise till it has reached the present number which is over 1,000, The reason
is twosfold. 'In the first place, successive droughts have told on the resources
of the people, many of whom find it beyond their power to pay off the rent,
which in some cases is rather heavy. Secondly, the superior holders are far
too exacting and insist on their dues being recovered up to the last farthing,
quite unmindful of the circumstances under which the ryot are labouring.
The ery of the superior holder or, in other words, the Indmdér that the revenue
authorities are apathetic or indifferent to his interests has, I humbly submit, no
real foundation. Everything that is possible to guard his interests is done and
will be done by the revenue authorities and if anybody is to be blamed for his
supposed grievances it is he himself. For the last ten years, famine is raging
in the country with greater or less severity every year. Government have, on
several occasions, come forward and relieved the distress of their tenants by
Jiberal grants of tagdi and remissions and suspensions of their dues in Govern-
ment villages, But has the Indmddir done anything to relieve his tepant or
como to his help ? T personally am not aware of any instance. With all the
leniency the Government themselves have found it very difficult to collect their
own dues. There are in Sdtdira Tdluka about 43 Indm villages, in almost each
and every one of which there were large arrears due and for whioch decrees of
Assistanee Courts were obtained. Much of these arrears is now cleared and
nearly 20 villages are now in a position to present a clean bill,

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

'W. W, DrEw, Esq., CoumissIONER, S. D.

The previous year's arrears of Indmddrs’ duesin Belgaum were reduced
from Rs, 5,038,141 to Rs, 4,69,971. The really irrecoverable amounts have not
yet been ascertained and deduocted from the figures of arrears. Out of a demand
of Rs, 2,47,584 for the year under report, Rs. 1,34,580 or 54 per cent, were
collected. This does not compare untavourably with the collection of Govern-
ment revenue which was 58 per cent. No figures have been given for Bijipur
ar.d Dhdrwir, But much could not be collected in Bijipur owing to famine.
In Db4rwidr, collections were generally suspended by the Indmdars, they Laving
the mselves obtained suspensions of judi due from them. There are no Inim-
d4rs in Kénara, while in Koldba and Ratndgiri most of the Indmddrs collect
their dues direct, as there are no hereditary village officers. The large arrears
of Inimddrs’ dues are the results of disputes among sharers and a tendency on
the part of Inimd4rs to keep on their books irrecoverable sums without making
any allowance for bad scasons and such like calamities. The generality of

»
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village officers are no doubt slack in this part of their duty but one Sub-Divi-
sional Officer observes that the Inimdars on their part do not file assistance
suits. Mr. Hudson very properly doubts whether the villaze officers of villages
where survey settiement has not been introduced are bouud to collect the rents
of Indmdirs which vary from two to four times the assessment.

Some Kulkarnis in Belgaum were punishel by warning for remissness and
one was fined and fonr suspended in Bijipur. Io Dh4rwir, one Kulkarni was
dismissed for neglect in collection of the revenue of the Jghirddr of Gajendragad.
In some cases in Belgaum, payment of remuneration was stopped. One
Inimdir was proceeded with under section 85 of the Land Revenue Code for
direct levy of his dues and in the case of another estate of a minor, the non-
Inimdir aliences have been asked to show cause why steps should not be taken
against them under that section. The number of assistance suifs is gemerally
small in Belgaum, Bijépur and Dhirwir compared with that in the ocoast
districts. There was a small increase in K4nara and Ratnigiri, the figures
being 1,513 and 815 against 1,266 and 728 respectively of the last year. The
number is heaviest in Koléba. Including a balance of 1,624 cases from the

ast year, there were for disposal 4,698 cases of which 2,200 were disposed of,
eaving a balance of 2,498. The large number is ascribed to_the hard season.
Two Indm lands, measuring about 45 acres and assessed at Rs, 20, lapsed to
Government in Bijipur, one for failure of heirs, while the other was a life-
Lolding. There were five cases of succession in Koldba, -

Extracts.
Bencavd Distrior,

A. M, T. Jackson, Esq., Collector.

Much of the Inimd4rs’ revenue remains unesllected owing to disputes
among shareis, successive years of scarcity, ete. ; but there'is undoubtedly much
slackness on the part of villageofficers. One Inimddr in Parasgad Sub-Division
was reported to be levying his dues direct and action was taken against him
aocording to law. Most of the landsin the Inim village of Hudli have gone
into the possession of non-indmdzr mortgagees, purchasers, ete., and they are
recovering their dues direct from their tenants, consequently the Sub-Divisional
Officer has called upon them to show cause why proceedings should not be taken
against them under section 85 of the Land Revenue Code, The relations bet-
weon Inimdérs and their tenants except insuch cases as this are generally
satisfactory. In order that the Inimdirs should not levy exorbitant demands
from their rayats, steps are being taken to induce them to apply for extension
of survey operations to their villages. There were no lapses of Indms in this
district during the year. In some cases Kulkarnis, who did not recover the
Indmdirs’ dues promptly, were punished by warning, ete.

R. C. Artal, Esq., Deputy Collector.

_ Much of the Indmddrs’ revenues remains uncolleoted owing to the prevail-
ing scarcity. The relations of tenants with the Indmdars, so f;r as I can see
are satisfactory, except in the village of Rajgoli Khurd in Belgaum Téluk.';
where they are on bitter terms, 7

Bua'ror Districr.

K. R. Bomanji, Esq,, Collector.

Only a fow Inimdirs have consented to give suspensi issi
to their tenants, Most of them are not willing %o do so.p nslons and remissions

K. B. Bhide, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Owing to successive bad years, the condition of Isnmdars i
not quite satisfactory. Most of them are heavily ing:t?tlgg.rs &.‘Illl
arrears of their dues. Most of the arrears are irrecoverable and time-barred

Indeed the village officers do not pay proper attention for the i i
i . oll
- dues. The Inimddrs, too, do not file assistance suits against t%ci: (:E?;Ingg their

my charge is
ere are large
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K. G. Kalghatgi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

No satisfactory progress bas been made in the recovery of onc Indmdirs'
dues during the current year. Owing to famine many of the tenants were
unable to pay. No village oflicers wore fined for the same reason for having
not collected the Indmddrs’ dues, Only the Indmdérs of 3 villages in Hungund
availed themselves of the concessions of suspensions and remissions granted in
Government Resolution No. 2094, dated the 24th March 1906. The Mdimlatdar
of Hungund remarks that he found it much more difficult to recover the dues
from the Inimddrs than the Government landholders. There are many lnim-
ddrs in the Sub-Division who seem to have been overwhelmed with debts.
This and the famine will account for the difficulty in the way of recovery of
judi from the Inimddrs. '

Dua’'swa’n Districr.

. C. W. M. Hudson, Esq., Collector.

The number of assistance suits in all tdlukas is small. This however does
not mean that in an occasional village the arrears are not large. In such,
however, the tenants have gradually lost their rights as mirdsddrs and are being
converted into mere tenants-at-will. The rents levied in such villages probably
vary botween 2 and 4 times the Government assessment, which is what such
tenants pay in Government villages. It seems doubtful whether the village
officers are bound to collect such rents. A few Indm villages are surveyed, but
in them also customary rents are levied, Such being the case, the gencral body
of Indmdérs are naturally not anxious to have their villages surveyed and
sottled, :

H. L. Painter, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Indmddrs seem to preserve satisfactory relations with their tenants. In
the great majority of cases however (the only exceptions being half a dozen in
Hingal) they declined point-blank to guarantee correspouding suspensions or
remissions to the latter, and consequently were not granted any such concessions
themselves ; all those who did agree were given them. I obsorve that Indmdirs
do not like the idea of mere suspensions: they say they have to give their
tenants remissions outright, and this may to a large extent account for their
reluctance, &s suspensions only were, in most cases, available,

Kora’es DIsTRICT.
[ ]

, A, M. MacMillan, Esq., Assistant Collector.
In Pen, Uran and certain villages in Panvel the relation of Indmdirs and
their tenants are not satisfactory, the grounds of complaints being :—
(1) Indmddrs treat Mirdsi tenants as tenants-at-will,
(2) They enhance rents arbitrarily.
(3) They do not allot warkas lands among the tenants but, in defiance
of custom, treat them as private property and levy high assessment,

This has led to disputes in the Civil Courts as to. the right to quarry
stone and earth in oceupied lands and the right to injaili trees ia occupied
Khoti varkas lands, :

(4) They do not receive R4jinimds and kabuldyats and leave
khatas permanently unchanged.

() They levy exorbitant fees in connection with gurcharan lands
and the bringing of tahal and fuel from forest.

(6) In some cases proper receipts are not given,

(7) (In Wahal) The Intmddr takes full assessment but does not repair
khar -bindhs as he is bound to, .
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Rarva’enr DisteicT.

A. F. Maconocbie, Esq, Collector.

The mujority of the Indm villages in this district are beld on the khoti
tenure and have no village officers, ‘The Inimdérs mostly recover their revenue
direet and without much difficnlty. The nuamber of cases in Which they bad
to ask for assistanee under section 86 of the Land Revenue Code was insigni-

fieant.

They are not usually known to use stringent measures of coercion for the
recovery of their revenue. Encroachments on the customary rights of the
tenants, characterised by enhancemeant of rents, eviction or other.mdlcatlops of
maltreatment, have not come to light. Though they recover their dues direot,
thoy do mot treat their tenants as mere tenants-at-will, but allow them some
fixity of status,

VII —Revenune and Rent-paying Classes, Transfers, Rents,
Sub-letting, Relations between Landlords and Tenants.

NORTIOERN DIVISION.
R. M. KeNNEDY, EsqQ., COMMISSIONER, N. D,

In Ahmedabad Distriet the relations between landlords and tenants were
satisfactory. T'he number of rent suits brought by landlords fell slightly from
537 in the preceding year to 485, the fall being-due probably to a better seasou,
A decline in the nuuniber of rent suits in the Kaira District is also noticeable.
In this district 1,468 acres of land were sold by agriculturists fo non-agricul-
turists, compared with 532 acres sold by non-agrienlturists to agriculturists.
Altogether 2,398 acres were sold between agriculturists.,, In eases of mortgage
with possession no less than 2,290 acres were transferred to the non-agricul-
turists over and above the amount that came into the possession of agriculturists.
These results may be in part aseribed to the good prices obtained for cotton and
tobacco which encouraged speculators to deal in land.  The fall, noticed by the
Collector, in the number of ejectment suits as compared with the previous year
and the year preceding that, evidently indicates a mo¥e satisfactory basis of
understanding between the landlords and tenants. There were in Broach
District 1,123 private sales of land, in which about 8,225 acres changed hands.
The bulk of this land was interchanged among agriculturists. Of the remainder,
2,200 acres were obtained by noun-agriculturists from agriculturists and 1,250
acres were obtained by agriculturists fromd non-agriculturists. The mnet resulf
of these sales consequently was that about 950 acres of land passed into the
. poseession of non-agriculturists, This, there are good grounds to suppose, was
similarly the effect of the high prices in cotton, which induced capitalists to
invest money in land. If is common also in this district for emigrants on their
return to lay out their savingsin the purchase of land. The amount of land
which was mortgaged with possession to agriculturists almost equalled the
amount so_mortgaged to non-agriculturists. The Collector and the Assistant
Collector draw attention to the extent of the holdings in possession of some
persons, Owing to deaths from plague, heirs have in many cases come into
possession of more land than they can conveniently manage. Speculators in
land, too, have acquired large holdings, to which they cannot devote much
attention and which they make over to tenants. These circumstances neces-
sarily tend to lower eflicicney in cultivation, and in combination with the fact
that Jabour is at times soarce, affect the value of land adversely, The small
holder is a Dbetter cultivator than the large holder or the speculator. The
Bhigddri tenure was dissolved in 30 viliages in which the tenure obtained, but
the dissolution does not scem to have reduced the area under cultivation. The
land was rej;urned to t.l.le Lolders on either full or restricted tenure, the oceup-
ants becoming responsible instead of nominal Bhégdars, often with no interest
in the village. Land in Surat District to the extent of 17,517 "acres changed
ownership in 8,489 cases, 11,953 acres being dealt with in transactions solely

between agriculturists, The amount of land which passed from con-agricul-
B 94219 )



74

turists to agriculturists was 1,750 acres and that which passed from agri-
culturists to non-agriculturists was 4,214 acres. In all, therefore, 2,464 acres
of land were taken up by non-agriculturists in excess of the amount which
went to agriculturists. As in Broach District, the high profits from cotton and
the desire of emigrants en their return to the distriet to tale up land most likely
causod the oxcess. Rent suits.in thjs district decreased from 817 in the
previous year to 457. The good cotton crops that helped revenue payers to
meet the Government demand with ease, helped the tenants fo pay the rents
due from them more readily than in the precedivg year. ‘Lhe rolations between
landlovds and fenants in Tlidina Distriet are stated to be harmonious, but the
number of ront suits increased to 1,419, or to almost double the number in the
previous year. However, I agrec with the Collector that the total number of
suits was not large for a district such as Thdna, where the rent system prevails
so largely. While on this subject, it may he as well to note the growing
influence of the woodland scheme over rents. Landlords have already hegun
to reduce their rents in order to secure tenants, who are now afforded an
opportunity of obtaiming land on easy terms under the woodland tenure.
Against this, is the fact tbat landlords often find dilliculty in cultivating
their rice lands on the coast, as thelr wonted tenants or labourers avail them-
selves of woodland lioldings to earn & rude but independent livelihood in th

Jungles, '

Extracts.
AmyepaBap Disrrict.

W. Doderet, Esq., Collector.

The relations between the revenue and rent paying classes and landlords and
tenants were generally amicable, Rent suits were brought against 485 inferior
bolders as compared with £87 in 1904-05,

Kamra Districr.

A. L. M. Wood, Esq., Collector,

Kanbis, commonly called Pdtid:rs, are the revenue-paying class in this district,
along with some Banias, Brilmins Rajputs, Dharala Kolis, Mahomedans, &e. -
Most of the Banias and many of the-Brahmins hold their lands as mortgagees
in possession, and they, as well as the richer Pitiddrs, do not usually cultivate
it themselves. Their tenants are mostly Dharalas, Mahomedans and Kaubis of
small means or large families. Before the recent famine years, rents were more
commonly paid in cash, and varied from Rs, 6 to Rs. 20 or more per acre, the
tenant paying the assessment in addition, Owing to successive bad years, cash
rents have decereased by 10 to 50 per cent., and the share system (always in
vogue as an alternative) is now becoming the more common, Half the gross
produce remains the usual rent in kind, but now one-third is also heard of, and
in any case this system is subject to some give and take as regards who pays
the assessment, who finds the manure, cattle implements, &e.

Paxcn Mima'ts DistricT,

-~

G. Wiles, Esq., Assi;tdnt Collector.

No improvement has been noticed in the relations hetween sivkir and
client. In parts of the Godhra Tiluka I have been struck. during the inspec-
tion of the Record of Rights, with the large amount of land which bas been in
the possession of Banias as mortgagees in somo cases for many years. The sum
for which the land is mortgaged is sometimes absurdly small: the usual rent
exacted from the mortgagee who cultivates being 3 of the produce, the tenant
paying the assessment. A few cases have come to light during the preparation
of the Record of Rights of attempts on the part of Bunias to trace on the
ignorance of the ordinary cultivators by false entries in their books, to get this
entered in the Record. Besides this kind of rent, which is in reality interest
on debt, there are some few cases of real rent in the better villages. Such rents
vary from } to § of the produce according as tenant or landlord pays the
assessment,
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Brosce DistrIcT.
H. W. J. Baggell, Ezq., Collector.

The so-called Thékors are the only big Jandlords in the distriet, and though
most of them reside in the villages where they hold lands they do not cultivate
any lands in person, nor are they observed to take much interest in the improve-
ment of agriculture. They sometimes advanece loans to their tenants and
stand guarantee for repayments of Government takivi when they are unable
to advance loans themselves and money is required for the cultivation of their
lands. Though the tenants of Thiikors have no fixity of tenure. they generally
inherit lands from father to son. The relations between the Thikors and their
tenants are generally satisfuctory and no complaints aboutf rack-rentiug or
forcible evictions are heard. = The tenants have no right of complaint if they
are rack-rented or evicted, and even if complaints are made to the Collector
they cannot be remedied. MMost of the Thdkors are deep in debt, and applica-
tions are often made to the Tdlukdiri Settlement Officer for the estates being
taken in his management.

Taava DiIsTRICT.
J. A, G, Wales, Esq., Collector.

The natural result of the woodland scheme is to create a class of petty
revenue-payers and to diminish pro fanfe the number of rent-payers; as time
goes on, this may have important economic effects and lead to a reductiont of
rents by the landlords to attract tenants. A tendency to this result has already
set in,

The relations between landlord and tenants are as a rule harmonious; the
number of assistance cases (1,419) was nearly twice as large as in the previous
year, but this number cannot be considered a large one for a district of the size
of Thdna in which so great a proportion of the cultivating class consists of
tenants. The number of ejectment suits (294) was also small. '

R. E. A. Elliott, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Silsette has a number of khoti villages in all of which {except one) the
relations of the tenants and landlords are friendly.

A. K. Cama, Esq ; Assistant Collector.

. The relations betweon the landlords. and tenants are satisfactory, though
owing to the unfavourable character of the season a fairly large number of
rent-suits was lodged in the Shihpur Tdluka.

CENTRAL DIVISION,

Tue FHoxourABLE Mz, M. C, Giss, Comuissioxer, C. D,

Khindesh was the only district in the division in which the position of the
revenue-payer was at all easy; that the year was on the whole a prosperous
one for this district is witnessed by the fact that nearly cent. per cent. of the
land revenue could be collected and that too with very little pressure. In the
_other districts the position of the revenue-payer was rendered difficult on account
of the provailing distress, But their hardships were to a considerable extent
alleviated by State help in all possible directions—suspensions and remissions
grants of tagii, relief works and grass depots. ’
. The condition of the tenants of the infmdirs was ae
diffioulty of obtaining from the indmdéirs suspensions and remigsoi.;i‘sragg dre&{eﬂig
and grants of tagdi., The relations between landlords and tenants could there-
fore h’ardl.y be expected to be satisfactory anywhere except Khindesh. TI
tenant’s discontent is enhanced by comparison of his own hard lot with I;l‘ef
easier one of his brethren in the Government villages. Things are made Worle
bhy the.auabsenteels:{:l of the landlord and recovery of rent tJmore diffieult bS:
zoeli ;:' age officer’s tendency to join issues with tenants among whom he has
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Extracts.
KranvEsm Disrricr.

. C. Shepherd, Esq., Collector.

The relations between the landlords and tenants are generally harmonious
and assistance cases are filed in cases only where the payments are delayed
and the claims are in danger of being time-barred. The most common
form of lcase is that on the dafei principle. After paying Government
dues from the orops the balance is equally divided between the cultivator
and the landlord.

R. D. Bell, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Relations between landlords and tenants are generally friendly. Land-
lordism is, nominally at least, on the increase, but many sales are really
mortgages, the buyer making an oral promise, sometimes before a panch, to
restore the land when the loan is repayed. In these cases the rent paid is
really iuterest for the money advaneed. Where the tenant has been the
original occupant and the landlord is his sivkdir disputes are more frequent
than where the tenant has no such relations with his landlord. Rent is
generally paid in money and varies from an amount equal to the assessment
{which is also paid by the tenant) to five or six times the assessment. A
very common lease, however, is that where the landlord takes half the crop.
Sales appear to be on the increase. In Bhusdival Tdluka they numbered 865
thid year against 494 last year. This does not necessarily indicate that land is
passing into the hands of the non-agricultural classes. The ryot is not so
helpless against the sdvkdr as he is ofton represented to be in the Deccan. On
the contrary, the Kunbis deal with their sivkdrs on by no means unequal
terms and many prosperous sividrs are drawn from the ranks of the Kunbis
themselves.- The Mirwddi is not a byeword as he is in the Deccan where he is
sometimes represented as arriving from Mdrwdr with nothing but his dhotar, to
return again when his money bags are full. Many Mirwddi sivkdrs have
been settled here for two or three generations, There are extremes, of course,
but it is not a far-fetched generalisation to describe East Xhdndesh, despite its
debts, as peopled by a prosperous peasantry. ‘I'he moneyed classes find land a
good investment and purchases are eagerly sought after, but the monoyed
c¢lasses are by no means the non-agricultural classes..

E. H. Waterfield, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The relations between landlords and tenants are on the whole quite
friendly. :

G. P. Thakar, Esq., Deputy Collector,
The relation between landlords and tenants continucs to be satisfactory.

Digambar Dalaya, Esq., Deputy Collector,

The relations between landlords and tenants have not been to my know-
ledge strained.  The people have subsisted for generations in a sort of vassalage
to their landlords, superior holders, or sivkdrs, and they never feel that they
are being hardly dealt with. The usual terms on which lands are let are half
the produce. Money payments are not uncommon. .

-J. E. Bahasrabudhe, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The relations befween tlie landlords and their tenants are smooth and the
superior Liolders seldom go to a Civil Court for the recovery of the rents from the
inferior holders, Even in cases where the lands are leased out by the sdvkdrs
to their tenants there is no difficulty in recovering the rent dues. The inim-
dirs are generally averse to applying for assistance. All cases are disposed
of amicably and the number of assistance cases is therefore very small. No
tendency on the part of the indmdirs is seen to evade the provisions of

" section 85 of the Land Revenue Code or to raise reats in violation of the
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Nasix DistRICT.
R. A. L. Moore, Esq., Collector.

o relations between the landlords and their tenants are besoming strained,
partl?hbecause of the recent bad years and partly because of the help given to
the cultivators by Governmentin the shape of tagéi which makes the cultivator
gomewhat less dependent on the sivkirs. Moreover, the gradual spread of
education is making the oultivators better able to take care of themselve; and
more ready to resent the attempts by sivkérs to entangle them.

The record of rights has thrown considerable light on the situation of the
cultivating classes, Rates of rent have not appreciably changed of late. IE
appears that for the time being, owing to the introduction of the Agriculturists
Relief Act and the restricted tenure, the cultivator is losing his credit with his
sivkdr ; but his situation will, in all probability, be ultimately improved if _he
can obtain cash for his urgent needs from other sources, such as co-operative
credit sooieties.

J. T, Scotson, Esq., Assistant Collector.

In cases of simple tenancy there is seldom any friction in the western part
of the sub-division between the tenant and the landlord. The rent is prac-
tically fixed by custom and there is usually no difficulty in obtaining it from the
tenant, although there is & tenancy that way in the eastern part of the sub-
division. Bimple tenancy, however, is the exception rather than the rule, In
the majority of cases the land which has been mortgaged to a sivkér is culti-
vated by its real owner as a tenant, and as all the sivkars’ exertions are directed
towards screwing as much out of the unfortunate cultivator as possible, it would
be surprising if relations were in any way cordial. In cases of simple tenancy
the maximum rent is about fwice the assessment ; but a very usaal condition is
the payment of half the proceeds of cultivation, the assessment being paid by
the landlord, Where the landlord is the sivkdr mortgagee, the rent so-called
may be practically anything varying from 1 to8 timesthe assessment. In Peint,
lands which the owner cannot culfivate himself are usually let to another on
condition of paying the assessment only,

Pooxwa Disrrior,

. A. H. A. Simcox, Esq., Collector.

A majority of landholders in Poona do not live in their indm villages
which they look upon only as a source of income. Scarcely an indmd4r can be
found in his infm village during famine or plague time to help the people.
The relations between the indmddrs and the tenants under these ecircumstances
are not very cordial, and whereas the indmdér wishes to recover every rupee of
assessment due, the tenant resists the claim so long as possible, viz., until
extreme measures are resorted to. Owing to divisions among the recipients of
indm revenue, the share of each sharer has in many cases dwindled down to a
small sum, which in a considerable number of cases constitutes the sole souree
of livelihood of the sharer. The rayats on the other hand expect to be accorded
the same treatmenti in seasons of short crop which the rayats of the unalienated
villages receive at the hands of Government. Matters have reached such a
crisis that it will, I am led to think, be necessary at no {istant date to readjust
the administration of indm villages which at present entails heavy and thank-
less work on the Mimldtd4r and the higher Revenue Officers of the district.

No instances have been noticed of tenants relinquishing their occupancies
merely on the ground of harsh treatment by indmd4rs. - '

.. Nazarina is not levied by inémdars in this district at the time of recérdine
ré)indmis and kabuliyats. In alienated village an amount in excess of the
survey and mamul assessment is not generally levied from tenants in respect
of lands the ocoupancy of which vests in the tenant. The rents payable by
lease-holders on private lands in alienated as also Government villages are

usually much in excess of the survey assessment and broadly speakino
said to reach the proportions noted below ;— ¥y speaking may be

Jirdyat land.—Double the survey assessment.
B 94220
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Bdgdit land irrigated by well water.—From double to four times the
_survey assessment,

Bdgdit land irrigated by canal.—From five to ten times the
assessment.

This is to some extent justifiable, as the amount of rent so charged
represents the survey assessment, Local Fund cess and also interest on the
funds invested by the superior holders in land purchase.

Mortgagees are often found to charge the rent which includes interest on
outstanding loans and frequently seek to enforce their claims through the
medium of assistance suits, Care is taken not to grant assistance in
such cases.

No instances were noticed of improper or irregular recovery of land
revenue. The practice of recovering land revenue in kind is still in force only
iu villages of the Mdval Tiluka and in the Mulshi Petha, and the custom of
recoiving rents in kind from inferior holders in Government as well as in
alienated villages to the extent of half the gross produce obtains to a consider-
able extent in this district, ’

Samara Districr.
O. Rothfeld, Esq., Assistant Collector,

‘Where the tenants have no permanent rights secured by law, rack-renting
invariably prevails. Rents in such cases are commonly between 3 or 4 times
the assessment, and besides this every advantage of legal chicanery. or involun-
tary delay in payment by the tenant is taken to turn out the tenant and again
to sell the tenant-right, Plague and famine, however, by diminishing the
excessive pressure on land, and the parallel tendency to migration to industrial
centres have fo some extent lessened the evil of rack-renting.

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

W. W. Drew, EsqQ., CommissioNER, S. D.

The general position under this head in all the distriots except Dhérwir
has been desoribed in last year's report. The largest rent paying class in
Dhérwér is the Lingdyats and there are a few Jains in the West. Some
Brihman landlords are large cultivators. Desdis are particularly numerous in
Hangal and their condition is none too good on account of family disputes.
Owing to the unfavourable season the condition of the revenue and rent paying
classes must have been very trying during the year, more espeoially in the case
of indm villages, The rayat there is & mere tenant-at-will, gets no tagéi either
from Government or the inimddr, and has at times few hopes of obtaining
suspensions or remissions from the latter. The Collector of Bijapur observes
that repeatedly uncertain seasons have tended to limit leases to one or two
years and the tenants have thus no incentive to improve their lands. The
Colleotor of Belgaum reports that owing to the effects of plague the supply
of land is greater than the demand in many places, so that rents have fallen,
but that the rent of the best irrigated land is still very high and out of all
proportion to the assessment. A few indmddrs came forward to claim suspen-
sions and remissions on condition of giving the same to the tenants; but the
majority are unwilling to avail themselves of the concession, . Those who availed
themselves of it must have done so because of the impossibility of making any
collections when the rayats of the neighbouring Government villages got
suspensions. In Mr. Painter’s cbarge the inimddrs refused pointblank to
guarantee suspensions to the tenants, '

Mr. MacMillan notices that the relations between indmdirs and their
tenants in his charge are strained, because the former treat the latter as mere
tenants-at-will, enhance rents arbitrarily, do not allot warkas lands among
tenants, and levy exhorbitant fees for gurucharan and on tahal and fuel from
forest, The question will no doubt receive consideration during the current
year. This complaint is not so acute in the other sub-.division of Koliba, -
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while in the neighbouring district of Ratndgiri the relations of khots and their
tenants were peaceful, except in Chiplun where the tenants complain of the
appraisement system, There was an organized strike in a village in the Madan-
gad Petha with a view to withhold payment to the khot.

Extracts-
BerLsavu DisTrRICT.
A. M. T. Jackson, Esq., Col}ector.

Tho rents usually levied by landlords from their tenants vary greatly in
various localities. Owing to the effects of plague the supply of land is in
many places greater than the demand, so that rents have fallen. But the
rent of the best irrigated lands is still very high and out of all proportion to
the assessment.

Buaror DistrICT.
K. B. Bomanji, Esq., Collector.

Owing to the uncertain character of the season in this district people are
not willing fo enter into leases of longer duration than a year or at the most
two, and one result of this tendency is that there is no incentive to the tenant
to make any improvements in the lands. Rents are rarely in cash, the usual
thing being for the lessor and the lessee to share the produce in generally equal
proportions, the owner of the land paying the assessment and the tenant finding
the money for the purchase of seed and the oxen for ploughing the land. The
letting value of land in the case of cash rents has also very much gone down as
the chances so frequent here of a failure of rain have to be taken into aeccount,
The relations between the landlord and tenant are usually good, except in
individual instances where they become strained owing to the avarice of the
.andlord or disputes as to rents payable in a bad year when the tenant has
reaped no crop. '

Kaxsra DistricT.
G. D. Panse, Esq., Collector.

The condition of the revenue and rent paying classes was not as good as last
year, tl;eu main reason being that rainfall being deficient the produce of fields
was smaller.

Koraea DisTrICT,
A. W. G, Chuekerbutty, Esq., Collector.

The lands held by Pandharpeshas are generally cultivated by tenants such
a3 Mardthds, Agris, Kunbis, etc. The rent they pay to the owners of the lands
varies from § to  of the normal produce. Somewhere it is 10 maunds per

acre. The relations between the landlords and their tenants are not on the
whole strained. )

A, M. MacMillan, Esq., Assistant Collector.
Most of the land (probably 3 at least) in kh4lsa villages is owned by
Pandharpeshas and cultivated by tenants.

«  The usual rents run about § to % produce, the owner payine rev d
the tenant incurring all other exgense%s.lz', ’ ' REYIRS Yevemto an
In the khér lands the practice is frequently for the tenant to a ardheli
(half produce) generally where the outturn is uncertain. At N ergl,yin con-
nection with the land acquisition work, it was found that the average “ makta *’
came to 23 maunds (i. e., about Rs, 4) per rupee of assessment.

A. O. Koreishi, Esq., Deputy Collector.

_Brihmans, Prabhus, _Gujars, Mirwadis, Shimpis, Mussalm4ns and a few
Agris are the revenue paying classes in my charge. Except by the Agris, land
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is regarded as a sort of investment by them, and they rarely cultivate it them-
selves. Most of them obtain reunts in kind from their tenants and these vary
from half a kbandi to one khandi per acre, TUsually, the rents amount to
about three times the assessment, though i is not unusual to find previous
year’s arrears being added to new kabuliyats or rent-notes. Sub-letting of lands
by tenants is not common in the sub-division. Mar4ithds, Kunbis, Agris,
M4lis, Méhirs and Mussalmdns are the chief rent paying olasses of the
sub-division.

Rarsaem1 Distaicr,
A. F. Maconochie, Esq., Collector, -

The chief classes of cultivators are Kunbis, Marithds, Bhandiris, Mussal-
m4ny, M4ihérs and Brihmans. Very few Brihmans are actual cultivators;
they are mostly only landlords. The prevailing tenure of the district is khoti.
The relations between the khots and their tenants were gemerally peaceful,
The former treated the latter, in many cases, with marked forbearance, In
many oases they remitted or suspended part of the rent due from the tenants.
As regards, however, the village of Borghar in Madangad Petha and Chiplun
T4luka generally, Mr, Garrett remarks as.follows :—

“In the Madanpad Petha at Borghar there was aun organized strike
among the tenants ; by mutual agreement they have successfully withheld
payment from the khot. :

“In the Chiplun Tiluka there is discontent among the tenants,
They complain everywhere against the appraisement system,”

The number of sales of land was a little larger, while that of mortgages
decreased to a small extent—results very probably due to the fact that since
the introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act sivkdirs do not care
to take lands in mortgage.

VIII.—General Remarks.
NORTHERN DIVISION.

R. M. Kexnepy, Esq., CommissioNER, N, D.

Ahmedabad.—Industrial enterprise in Ahmedabad City continued and
activity in the building of mills is'on the increase. The rapid growth of mill
industry has lately added greatly to the population of the city, and the ques-
tion of increasing the efficiency of the Police force and of strengthening it
numerically is one of the vital importance. Proposals are on foot to raise the
pay of the Police so as to bring it on a level with the high labour rates prevail-
ing in the city. This step should secure a better class of recruif, bub the
thorough overhauling of the force is necessary and must be undertaken when the
general scheme for reorganisation is carried through.

Owing to the large consumption of wood fuel in the mills the price of wood
has gone up considerably. - In order to meet in some degree the demand for fuel
the Acting Collector had introduced measures for the systematic conservation
of young ‘bébul’ in Goyernment waste land. The supply of weod under this
system will, after a few years, certainly prove useful ; but there can be no ques-
tion that eventually the mills will have to burn coal.

The only other matter of interest is the decline in prosperity of the ports of
Gogho and Dholera. As long as these ports remain unconnected with lines of
rzilway they must yield in importance to Bhivnagar, _

Kaira.—The rising wood trade of the district is the outcome of the large
demand for wood in the Ahmedabad mills. Mr. Wood, the Collector, points out
the danger to which hedge-row trees will be exposed if the rayat is terpted by
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the high prices held out, and he has turned his attention to the encouragement
of bﬂbé:ll Ir)’lantations. The impetus given by the new roads of the district t0 the
traffic in wood will in all likelihood greatly benefit some towns, as, for instance,
Mehmadabad. Sanads were issued in the distriet for the planting of 110 fruit

trees.

Panch Mahils.—Several ginning factories have been set up and others are
in the course of erection in Kélol and Hadlol, where cotton cultivation is
extending with rapidity. A manganese mine is being worked near Shivrdjpur, .
and there is promise that other minerals will shortly be exploited in this
neighbourhoocf I do not think Mr, Brown’s suggestion ahout forcing on the
prosperity of Godhra Town is a_practicable or useful suggestion. The growth
of this town must entirely depond upon the development of the natural
resources of the district. Expansion of towns on the one haund and gencral
prosperity of the district on the other must necessarily be reciprocal, aad what
is most needed is the opening up of the district by good roads and the applica-
tion of capital with a resourceful agricultural population. The special grants
now assizned by Governmant to the District Lozl Boarls for the construction
and repair of roads can be put to-good account in this district. '

Broach.—There is nothing of note except the construction of a road from
Broaeh to Jambusar with the aid of the spe :ial grants from Provincial funds.
This road will open up the heart of the district and considerably help on the
trade in cotton, which at present centres around Broach, Arvkleshvar and
Diloj ou the railway line. An increase in the number of flour mills, as also
the setting up of a pencil factory at Broach, and the addition of a ginning
factory to the number at Ankleshvar, ara otber points of progress in the
district. . ;

Surat.—The experiments in sericulture in Vyara referred to by the Sub-
Divisional Officer, Olp4d, should be watohed, but I am not disposed to encourags
them in the Mdndvi Tiluka without careful consideration with the Agricultural
Department. :

Thina.—The woodlands scheme is now in actual working, about 40,000
acros having been given out under it. Mr. Anderson deprecates the tenure as
one that will encourage the backward classes in idleness and alienate the
lovalty of the landlord. The systera, I think, must be in working a few years
before its effects in raising the status of the poorer culfivators can be judged. I
am not in favour of its extension till we have more experience. The benefits
arising from the encouragement of tree-growth, if this is attained, cannot be
denied, while indirectly the tenure promises to furnish a safeguard acainst
rack-renting, A deterioration in toddy trees, owing to the practice of leaf-
cutling, caused the sale of toddy to become unprofitable and as a consequence a
tendency to substitute spirits for toddy set in, The Collector immediately gave
the matter his attention, and the plan adopted by him of reserving tress, solely
for the purpose of tapping, should check the evil. The measures laid down
against the indiscriminate cutting of tahal were on the whole fairly well
observed, I concur with Mr, Anderson that efforts should be made to
gradually wean the Thina cultivators from their preseut destructive methods of
cultivation by wood-ash maoure. Something in this direction might well be
taken in hand by the Agricultural Department. The experiments in Linowli
were too distant and on too small a scale to attract attention, Two destructive
fires broke out at Padgha and Bhiwndi respectively in Bhiwndi Tiluks, At
Padgha about 40 houses were burnt and damage to the extent of about
Rs. 60,000 was caused, The people who suffered were helped by public
subscription as well as by free grants of timber and remission of assessment.
At Bhiwndi, property to the value of Rs. 20,000 was destroyed. Another
untoward occurrence was the loss, due to a boat foundering in Kalyin ereek
of about 20 lives. 7 ’

The Distriet Officers_have as usual administered their respective charges
well, and in conclusion I must record my appreciation of the interest and zeal
shown by them.

B 94221
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CENTRAL DIVISION,

Tre HonoUrRABLE Mr. M. C. Gisn, CoxussioNERr, C. D.

Government have been loyally served throughout the year by the Collectors
of the Central Division, and the Assistant and Deputy Collectors have almost
all worked well. As our administration progresses the work of all oificers
- necessarily Increases, The tendency is inevitable, but it may perhaps be worth

remarking that in the case both of the Collector and his Assistants it is very
" desirable that there should be leisure for talk with all comers in camp and
village, and in case of the Assistants and Deputies it will be a great piiy if the
amount of their revenue work becomes so great that the bulk of the magisterial
first class work has to devolve on the Mamlatddirs. Apart from the fact that
the Sub-Divisional Officer is probably a better Magistrate than his subordinate,
the Mdmlatddr, magisterial work affords a training to the young officer which
can hardly be got in any other way.

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

W. W, DrEw, EsQ., CoMMISSIONER, 8. D..

(1) Boundary BMarks,—In the Karndtic Districts the boundary marks
continued to be in an unsatisfactory state, as sufficient attention could not he
paid to their improvement on account of the bad season. In the Dhirwsir
District, however, special attention was paid in parts of the Dhirwir and Hubli
T4lukds to the matterand bands were got completely repaired by villagers. In
" Belgaum Mr, Artal would prevent rayats from doing their field work unless
they agree to repair their bands. Such a measure is out of the question.

In the Konkan Distriets below the ghats the stone marks are especially in
a neglected coundition. Under the orders of Government cottained in Govern~
ment Resolution No. 10147 of 13th December 1905 a special experiment of a
complete boundary marks inspection and repairs of all incomplete marks and
restoration of all missing marks was attempted in selected villages. The cost
was defrayed by Government in the first instance. The results were satisfuctory
in Ratndgiri, Southern Division, Koliba, and Kidnara, but not in the Northern
Division of Koldba.

Tagai accounts have been brought up to date everywhere, The question
. of simplifying these is now before Government, as the final report of the Com-
missioners has been lately submitted to them for orders. There is a general
complaint that the present system of accounts throws a heavy work on village
officers. This complaint has good grounds. Very few of the vatandir kulkar-
nis can be trusted to write them correctly, The majority of the Collectors are
in favour of relieving the Village Accountant of this work, and think that they
should be kept mainly at the Tiluka Office. The administrative forms pre-
scribed with a view to enable Distriet Officers to check the misapplication of
loans do not seem to have been regularly kept or filled up. Mur. Painter does
not seem to know even that such forms are in existence.

(2) Restoration of improperly alienated Service and Walan Lands.—In
two sub-divisions of Belgaum watan lands were restored in 84 cases and
sanadi lands in 123. No figures have been given for the 3rd sub-division.
Nothing was done in Bijipur owing to famine. Mr. Bomanji repeats his
suggestion of last year fo appoint a special officer for it. One thousand eight
hundred and six acres assessed at Rs. 2,204 were rostoredl in two sub-divisions
of Dhdrwir, .

There can be no doubt that the law on the subject is now widely known,
and steps taken to set aside alienations will certainly result in & still wider
publicity of it and act as a check against future alienations of service lands.

(3) Magisterial Work.—Mr. Maconochie observes that Mdmlatdirs are
generally better Revenue officers than Magistrates. This is not to be wondered
at considering the multifarious calls on their time and the difficulty of devoting
their undivided atteniion to any one work without interruption, Ile also
notices a tendency, which is not confined to Ratndgiri, but is worse there than
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clsewhere, to take up as criminal cases what are mere c¢ivil dispute. Mr. Hudson
notices a tendency to grant adjournments on insufficient grounds. Both these
are subjects which might well occupy every Distriet Magistrate’s attention,
They have been asked specially to scrutinise the work of Magistrates when just
appointed, to see that they get into a good way of dealing with their cases from
the first. The Sub-Divisional Magistrates in Kdnara and Mr. Moghe in Dliirwir
and Mr. Patwardhan in Ratndgiri took a fair number of cases in relief of
T4luka Magistrates. The District Magistrate of Koliba also took up cases in
relief of the Miimlatdar of Karjat. The Panwel Bench has nof been working
woll, sittings having had to be postponed for want of a quorum. .

The Hubli cotton trade suffered on account of an accidental fire which
destroyed cotton worth about three likhs. Insurance saved the largest sufferers
in the fire. The adulteration of good with bad cotton received a check by the
intervention of tke Bombay merchants.

My, Painter's action in refusing to allow Circle Inspectorsto return to
head-quarters until they had finished all measurement cases, which they are in
the habit of accumulating, might well be followed by other Sub-Divisional

Oflicers,

B.—SIND.

(1) Economic Condition and Prospects. -

A. D. YouxcHUSBAND, EsQ., CoMMISSIONER IN SIND.

1. The season proved to be exceedingly satisfactory. The river rose in
good time and, although it fell suddenly in the end of August, it soon recovered
itself and maintained a high level almost up to the end of the season, not only
providing & sufficient supply for the kharif crops. but enabling a larce
area to be soaked for rabi cultivation: The rainfall, especially that of the
cold weather, was, generally speaking, both plentiful and seasonable, except in
the Kohistan itdluka of the Kardchi District—where once again the entire
revenue of the tract, o the amount, including the one-anna cess, of Rs. 4,133-2-0,
had to be remitted—and in the submontane tracts elsewbere. In the Desert
the rainfall was not altogether bad, but the erops suffered from ravages of
locusts, and the average produce in most tilukas was below & annas in the rupee.
Except for these drawbacks, the results were on the whole highly gratifying.
The total area under cultivation rose by 14 per cent. and the revenue demand
by 16 per cent.  Remissions which in the past year aggregated nearly 8 14kbhs,
amounted this year to Rs. 2,63,000 only, a severe hailstorm in the Lairk:ina
District and duststorms in the Kardohi and Hyderabad Districts being responsi-
ble for an appreciable part of the amount. Fodder was plentiful almost every-
where, including the Kohistan and Desert tracts, and the country was practi-
cally free from any destructive floods except for a few local breaches in the
canal baifks, which did some damage, and the river spills in parts of the Ubauro
and Ghotki Tdlukas, which, although they swept away the kharif erops, enabled
a considerable area to be brought under rabi cultivation.

2. Almost all the canals worked satisfactorily, and it became possible to
remove the restriction on extension of cultivation in respect of appreciable areas
on the Sukkur, Ghdr and Begiri canals. The Western Nara, which had worked
unsatisfactorily in 1904-05, gave splendid results in the year under report with
the belp of the new mouth recently given to it. There was no opportunity of
making use of the dredger at the mouth of the D4d, but the canal worked most
satisfactorily all the same. On the other hand, the Nasrat canal, which is in
the jurisdiction of the Colonisation Officer, Jamrao Canal, ceased flowing after
the end of November, owing to the silting up of the Lundi dhand from which
it takes off, This prejudicially affeoted the cotton cultivation and rabi crops
dependent on the canal. The large scheme originally proposed for the improve-
ment of the Ren-wah in the Hyderabad District has been abandoned, and
Government have ordered a contour survey of the tract preliminary to the
preparation of a project for an entirely new canal. But the superabundance of
water, which is the chief complaint in respect of this canal, still continues, and
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it appears from the Sub-Divisional Officer, Naushdhro’s report that the measures
taken this year to prevent the overflow of water from the canal proved a failure,
The Collector is communicating the Sub-Divisional Officer’s remarks to the
Executive Engineer.

3. There was at first some fear of the A[ahiwah—the new canal in the
Mirpur, Mathelo and Rohri sub-divisions—not bringing a sufficient supply
owing to the closing by the Mazari Chief, Sardar Bahram Khan, of certain
“gahs” or inlets supplying the Gudu dhand from which the canal takes its
rise; but fortunately a serious catastrophe was averted by the re-opening of the
“ pahg ’ through the good offices of the Deputy Comumissioner, Dera Ghazi
Khan, and the satisfactory working of one of them. The question of the supply
of the dhand from these ¢ galis >’ and the right of the Mazari Chief to close them
is at present in & somewhat unsatisfactory condition, and so far the Commissioner
thinks that the relations of the British Government, the Bhdwalpur Darbdr,
and the Mazari Chief with respect to the conservancy of the dband geuerally
require to be placed on a more definite footing than is at present the case. The
Commissioner has thie whole question under his considoration, and is in corre-
spondence with the Indus River Commission, and if necessary will address
Government on the subjeot in due course.

4, The scheme for the re-modelliz of the Begiri canal is under the
consideration of Government, and until the proposed re-modelling is carried
out little ean be done to improve the state of affairs described by Mr. Ferrers
as existing in the Shdhdddpur Tdluka of the Upper Sind Frontier Distriot, The
Choi branch of the Begéiri canal, which is designed to irrigate a large area in
the Shikérpur T4luka, is under construction and will be in working order during
the next inundation. Mr. Martin advocates the preferential elaims of the lecal
zamindirs to the lands dependent on this branch. The Collector will doubt-
less give full consideration to this matter when distributing the lands. The
question of improving the canals in the Tatta sub-division in the Kardchi
District is still in an uncertain slate. Some substantial improvements in the
capal system of this tract appear to be undoubtedly necessary if the condition
of the people is to be permanently improved. In the Nara Valley there were
some complaints of deficiency of water in the lower reaches of the Mithrao, but
as the Deputy Commissioner truly observes, the deficiency is due more to the
large draw-off that takes place in the upper reaches for rice cultivation than to
any other cause. The Khipro canal—a branch of the Dhoro Naro—is also
said to suffer from inadequacy of water. - The Commissioner is not aware
whether the view that the Jamrao has injured the supply in the Nara canals
is shared by the Engineers. However that may be, some of the Nara canals
appear to be in need of improvement, and it is hoped the Public Works
Department will propose and carry out the necessary works as soon as possible.
Mr. Bharucha’s suggestions for the improvement of the perennial supply in
the division have been dealt with by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr, Beyts, in
whose remarks the Commissioner concurs. The Commissioner notices that
Mr. Sadik Ali has not made any remarks in his report on the working of the
canals in his sub-division. '-

.. 5. No change in the prices of labour is reported except in the Karichi
District, where they ruled somewhat higher than in the precediog year. Else-
where they are high enough already, and, in spite of the excellent inundation
and the consvquent extension of eultivation, which could not have failed to
restriet the number of men available for non-agricultural labour, a further rise
could not be expeoted. The influx of labour from the neighbouring provinces
and Native States, especially from Réjputana owing to the facilities afforded
by the J.-B. Railway, is pretty constant, and any shortage in the supply
caused by local withdrawals from non-agricultural to agricultural work is soon
made up by this foreign labour. The rates at which the agricultural labourer,
the “hari,” is paid bis wages in kind at the “batai” are regulated by local
custom, and aro seldom altered. But there is abundant evidence in the reports
‘t‘o sh.ogv that the excellent harvest of the year improved the condition of the

hari” proportionately with that of his landlord.

6. Prices of food-grains ruled higher than in the preceding year. The
reverse would have been the natural conseguence of the good inundation and
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the abundant harvests; but the famine-stricken tracts of Marw4r and C_.uto:h
drew off a large porportion of the year’s outturn, and the result was a rise in
the local prices. This, however, enabled the land-holding classes to realise a
zood value for their produce. How far the tendency noticed in the last report
of some zaminddrs to dispense with the aid of middle-men, and deal with the
purchasing firms direct, is extending, or how far zamindirs are acquiring
the habit of postponing the disposal of their produce in order to take advantage
of a rise in prices is not apparent from the reports, but there is no reason to
suppose that there has been any retrogression in this respect. More than one
report makes mention of zaminddrs having been able to discharge their
liabilities, and all bear testimony to the general prosperity that has attended
the high inundation of the year. The same cannot of course be said of the
tracts dependent on rainfall ; but here, too, the people were certainly better off
than last year. There was plenty of fodder for their cattle, and they themselves
must have found ample employment either as harvest labourers or otherwise
in the inundation tracts,

7. The total amount of land revenue which remained for collection,
after deducting remissions from the demand, was Rs. 1,08,00,000 against
Rs, 87,20,000 in the preceding year. Of this 95-54 per cent, was recovered before
the end of the year, against 9238 in 1904-05. The outstandings lefi are not
large compared with the preceding year's balance ; and, considering that much
of the outstandings belonging to previous years has also been recovered, and
that all this has been effected without making any extensive use of the more
severe forms of process, the result may be considered highly satisfactory.
Dilatoriness in making payment, however, continues to be a common failing of
the land-holders in 8ind, as evidenced by the larger number of notices issued ;
but this is an evil which must take time fo disappear. As observed in the
previous report, an effective remedy lies in the more extended use of the
provisions of section 148, Land Revenue Code. The reports show that, in
accordance with the instructions issved by the Commissioner last year, penalties
under this section, instead of being almost confined, as was then the case, to
the Larkina division, were levied in several other parts of the Province; and,
if this policy is judiciously pursued, there is every hope of its producing the
desired result, The large number of forfeitures mentioned in the Lirkina
report are again mere forfeitures under the Sind Fallow Rules, A sum of
Rs, 1,13,627 due from lahd-holders in the Desert tdlukas for 1904-05 and
provious years was written off during the year. ‘

8. There is little to record in connection with the working of the Deccan
Agriculturists’ Relief Act. Even the money-lenders are now less vehement on
the subject, although probably (as stated by Mr. Mules in his remarks on the
report for the Kotri sub-division) the feeling between them and the Muham-
madan agriculturists continues to be strained. Combined with the restricted
tenure, the Act has undoubtedly lessened the credit of the agriculturist. But
this does not appear to have affected the agriculiural operations of the year in
any way. The increased cultivation rendered possible by the exeellent inunda-
tion of the year has been undertaker®without difficulty ; and although Govern-
ment have, as usual, been liberal in the grants of tak4vi, yet takivi does not
supply all the funds requisite for cultivation, Again, while it is certain that
the money-lender is chary, since the introduction of the Agriculturists’ Relief
Act, about advancing money to the cultivator except on absolute sale of land
or mortgage with possession, it appears, so far as the information available in
the reports goes, that there was an appreciable decrease in the areas transferred
by sale and mortgage. These results may be due to various causes, but it may,
the Commissioner thinks, be not unfairly assumed as one cause that some zamindirs

are learning to be self-reliant and prudent and getting more and more independent
of the money-lender. '

9. The amount of takdvi distributed in the year was Rs. 5,560,000, or
about Rs. 10,000 more than in the previous year. Tak4vi continues to be
popular with the oultivators, and care is taken to provide a sufficient amount
to meet a genuine demand. With reference to Mr. Ferrers’ remark about the
cause of decrease in the amount granted in his distriot, his attention will be
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invited to the proviso to rule 4 of the rules under the Agriculturists’ Loans
Act, under which defaulters may be granfed fresh loans under that Act in
certain circumstances. It will be apparent from the reports that greater
attention is being now paid to the inspection of works, with the resuit that
several cases of misapplication of loans have come to light in the Hyderabad,
Sukkur and Upper Sind Frontier Districts. No information is forthcoming in
the reports as to the amount of takévi balances still remaining unpaid, but the
Commissioner hopes that, in accordance with the instructions issued from time
to time, unnecessary postponements bave not been allowed. It is satisfactory
to find that loans under the Land Improvement Act are largely utilised for the
construction of wells.' :

10. Education generally continues to make good progress. A number
of additional primary schools were started in the year under report, and a
creditable amount of inspection work was performed by the District Officer,
A perusal of the reports leaves the general impression that Mubammadans are
gradnally evincing s desire for the education of their children. In some
places the new schools are said to have been started solely on the' application
of the local zamind4drs. One or two of the schools in the Hur settlements in
the Thar and Pirkar and Hyderabad Districts are doing very well, and a few boys
from these schools recently passed the 3rd Grade Public Service Examination.
1t is proposed to find suitable employment for these youths in Government
service. Some officers complain of insufficienoy of trained masters and suitable
school-houses. These are wants which can only be gradually supplied. They
should be brought to the notice of the authorities concerned, who will doubtless
give the matter the attention they deserve. The boarding school at Pithoro (Thar
and Pdrkar Distriot) will shortly be started, and the necessary funds are in
process of collection for the boarding house intended to be started at Tando
Muhammad Khan in the Hyderabad District. The Mubammadan Madressah
at Naushdhro appears to be doing well, although no boarding house in connec-
tion with it bas yet been started. It is regrettable thaf, in spite of the re-
introduction of English education in the Jacobabad municipal school, the
zaminddrs of the district still show no desire {o send their boys to the boarding
house provided for them.

11. The few remarks that are to be found in the reports on the working of
the rural standards ave generally unfavourable. Mr, Mules is strong in his con-
demnation of the attempt to teach the Hindu-Sindhi character to Muhammadan
boys, and at least one other officer (the Deputy Collector, Tando) bears testimony
to the unpopularity of this feature of the rural standards. The whole question
is a difficult one on which the Commissioner is not at present prepared to
dogmatise, He is about to make it the subjeot of special careful enquiry, in
the light of past no less than of present experience, and hopes that a satisfactory
solution may be arrived af.

12. The Sind Madressah-tul-Islam at Kardchi econtinues to do useful work,
The prineiple that any local Madressahs which may be started should, if possible,
be feeders, and in any case must not be rivals, to this central institution, is a
very important ome on which it has been found necessary to insist, The
Lérkdna Madressah has still to contend with the apathetic attitude of many of
the local zamindérs, but is on the whole a flourishing institution.

13. The Dayaram Jethmal Sind College and the two .ﬁrivate institutions
in Hyderabad, the Navalrai Hiranand Academy and the Vidyala High School,
continue to be efficiently administered.

14. The remarks made in last year’s report regarding emigration and
immigration are still applicable, There was no emigation beyond Sind, and
the only immigrants were the Kachis, Mdrwdris, Pathans and Kohistanis, who
enter the province at different points to find work at harvesting, as factory
hands, or on railways and canals.

15, Trade iezproved with the good harvests. The export trade by land
received a special impetus from the increased demand for grain created by the
. famine conditions in Cutoh and Mdrwdr. That by sea is, as Government are
aware, daily growing in bulk and importance. y
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16. As itated in previous reports, there are no industries of importance
in 8ind, The number Ic:f cotton ginning factories in the Hyderabad and Thar
and Pérkar Districts increased from 25 to 27, and that of rice-cleaning machines
in the Larkina and Thar and Pérkar Districts from 33 to 34,

17. There is nothing specially noticeable in the state of public feeling.
The re7marks of Mr. Beytg’ mpicis Hyderabad report (in which the Commissioner -
is disposed to concur) are significant, as referring to the most intellectually
active part of the Province outside the town of Kardichi. The criticisms of
the pative press, though often ill-informed and crude, and. occasionally
scurrilous, appear to be generally well disposed, and, if -not a very powerful
influence for good, they probably do comparatively little harm. The chief
topio of political controversy is the distribution of official patronage between
different sections of the community. '

The prospects of the current year are most satisfactory, alike in the
inundation and in the barani tracts ; and at the present moment the Commissioner
observes signs of prosperity throughout the course of his tour.

Extracts.
(a) Working of the Canals.
Eara’esr DistrICT. |
H. C. Mules, Esq., Collector.

The canals generally worked fairly well. In point of fact, unless a canalis
abnormally defective or entirely neglected, it does work well, when the river
inundation is high, It is in years of low inundation that the weak poinfs show
up. At the'same time, the canals in this district, more specially in the Tatta
Division, bave been much neglected in the past,and I have-on suitable occasions
drawn attention to this.

The tilukas of Ghoribdri and Mirpar Sakro I look upon as the most
backward and poverty-stricken in the Povince. Tatta is beiter but bad, Kotri
and Manjhand are fair, along the river, Kohistan is a tract, the sport of circum- -
stances over which we have no control and the nursery of thieves. The Karichi
Tiluka is dependent on rainfall and the nominal revenue is only Rs. 28,934

The Shahbandar Division Cis-Indus is better off and in years to come will
be as good as, or nearly as good as, neighbouring Hyderabad T4lukas.

The miserable condition of many of the land-owners forced itself uporn my
predecessor’s notice and a sum aggregating Rs, 2,33,856, representing the piled
up arrears of years, was wiped off,

A favourable inundation likewise rendered life a little more bearable to the
poverty-stricken people,

But I cannot too strongly emphasize my opinion that for years to come the
people of Tatta, Gbordbari and Mirpur Sakro in particular, and the district in
general, will need tender and careful treatment. Mr. Bader, Executive Engi-
neer, Survey and Construction Distriof, is, it seems, at present engaged on pre-
paring some scheme for the improvement of the water-supply in the three
tdlukas named, but I am not aware of the details as I have only been asked
from time to time and recently for information as to revenue, ete., which I have
supplied and am supplying. .

With the advent of the dredger for the Indus I hope the prospects of those
upon the Ochito will improve and that this cold season it may be feasible to
remove the sand-bank at its mouth, ¢, e., where the Indus bifurcates into the
Ochito and Haidri. The restoration of the Band Virah in the Kohistan was
impeded by water difficulties, but is now approaching completion. Had it been
ready this year, much good would have resulted. :

J. W, Smyth, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The chief canals in this tiluka are the Kalr, the Banghar, the Khatian,
the Jamwah, the Gidarwah, the Hajiwah, and the Aghimaniwah. The Kalri
has several distributaries such as the Ghar Masan, Ghar Machi, Allah Khai and
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Jamwah, During the year under report, which was marked by an excellent
inundation, the canals flowed fairly with the exception of the Aghimani and the
canals in the north of the téluka, 7. ., Jam, Gidar, and Haji. The tardy flow
in them is perhaps due to want of proper clearance. The canals are too narrow,
their sides falling in towards the bed, the widening of which would greatly
-improve the situation, The place where these canals take off from the river is
itself a bad one, the Indus there having a bad set, with the result that as soon
as the water subsides a little, sand bars appear at the head of the canals,

One of the main features worth noting about the Karias taking off from
the various canals in this t4luka is the absence of pacea sluices at their heads,
resulting in excess supply in Mirpur S8akro Tiluka, There can be little doubt
" that an enormous waste of water occurs owing to the absence of pacca sluices,
and it is a question whether it would not be desirable always to ingist upon their
-construction,

A. F. Kindorsley, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Owing to the favourable character of the inundation of 1905 the efficiency
of the canals was not put to any severe test. In comparison with previous year,
they worked well, and very few complaints were heard of insufficiency of water,
During the year 1905-1906 a much larger grant than usual was made for the
clearance and improvement of canals, with the result that it has been found
possible to remove the restriction on cultivation from & number of canals, and
the efficiency of the irrigation system has been considerably increased throughout
the division. '

The smaller canals of the division are mostly not in as good condition as the
‘larger ones. The Nasir Wah in Sujdwal T4luka has been extended and others
have been improved. But there are a number of small canals whish are on the
Government list, and in some eanals, such as the Kodarion and the Khanto, the
Government olearance does not extend to the tail. In my opinion it is desirable
that the sphere of work of the Public Works Department should be made as
large as possible, as the zamindérs find it very difficult to combine effectively to
carry out their own clearance in these small canals,

. Hyperapap DistrRICT.

H. M. A, AY, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The canals taking off from the old Fuleli owe their satisfactory working
entirely to the exceptionally good inundation. They cannot really be trusted
until the whole of the old Fuleli system is overhauled and scientifically recon-
structed, As forcibly pointed out by Mr. Moysey, the working of the bigger
canals above the Nareja Regulator very often depends on the Hegulator being
closed and the closure is bound to cause hardship to the zamindirs below the
Regulator.

The other main canals also worked satisfactorily.

Largana DistriCT.

E. L. Sale, Esq., Collector.

All'the canals worked well, but the Western Nara in particular had a most
successful year. As I noted in my last year’s report, the new mouth of this
canal was widened in 1905 and a new regulator constructed at the mouth.

Shaikh Illahibux K., Esq., Deputy Collector.

All the canals of the Division worked well with the exoeption of Upper
Nur Wah in which the water-supply was not as good as was anticipated after
the improvement of its mouth in the cold season of 1904-1905.

Sourkor DisTRICT.

E. L. Sale, Esq., Collector.

The eanals worked well during the year. No irrigational work worth
mentioning was carried out during the year. Projects in connection With the
Sehiar Wah, the Ghotki Oanal and the revised Mahiwah are with Government,
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The Mahiwah has practically been completed and the work remsining fo be
done is the Mirkoshgnd the Sznau branches. “The Ghotki canal project is most
probably to be taken in hand in the next year. Inthe Shikdrpur Sub-Division,
the Choi Branch Ex-Begiri Canal is in course of construction. There are still
large tracts of waste land to the west of the railway bund in the Shikdrpur and
the Naushihro Abro T4lukas which remain unprovided for. It is to be hoped.
that additional branches from the Begdri Canal will before long be constructed
to water these lands. The rTestriction on the permanent grant of land on the
Sukkur Canal was removed to the extent of 1,200 acres and the area was avail-
able for cultivation in the following inundation season. The rainfall during the
year was most opportune and was of great benefit to the rabi crops.

J. R. Martin, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The canals worked well, but in the circumstances that was only to be ex-
pected. The restriction on giving out land on the Sukkur Canal was removed
the extent of 1,200 acres and the major portion of this area has been given
out in the Naushihro Abro and Sukkur T4lukas. The permission was, however,
not given until after the last Canal Conference in October 1805, and the land was
therefore not under cultivation till the present kharif season,

Most of the chief questions of interest as regards the canals of this sub-
division were raised at the above Conference. One project then disoussed —the
Choi Branch to the Begdri Canal—has since been sancfioned and its construction
taken.in hand, It is expeoted that the Main Canal will be completed during
the present cold weather and its distributaries and branches before the 31st
March 1908, TIts length is 24 miles and the area of country comraanded 6,783
acres. It will irrigate the present- waterless and waste tract of country in the
centre of the Shikirpur Tiluks between the Sind and the Begdri Canal systems
running from the railway line on the west almost up to -the river on the east,
and will meet a necessity which has been acknowledged for decades and for
which the proposed Shikérpur Canal was projeoted almost a generation ago.

Large grants of land on it have been made or promised to outsiders, but I
think the local zaminddrs should get a substantial share of the land now to be
brought under cultivation. There has been a persistent cry for land and water
in the tract, but the former could not be given or taken up on account of the
soarcity of the latter. The zaminddrs have been waiting for the canal for many
years, and it would be extremely hard on them if, now that it is construoted,
they should see the benefit go to others. '

-

M., Webb, Esq., Assistant Collector.
The canals worked as well as they usually do in this Division.

, Ueper Sixp FroNTiER,
V. M. Ferrers, Esq., Deputy Commissioner,

_ I have been able to pass through every tiluka once, and all but Kashmor
twice, and in the inundation season I toured along the Begdri Canal from end
to end, a tour which made me aware of the somewhat singular state of affairs oa
that canal. Ii seems that some fifteen years ago the whole of the water of the
Begiiri used to low down to the tail in Shdhdddpur T4luka, and that to com-
pensate for this it was necessary to give very large mouths to the water-courses
of cultivators on the upper reaches of that canal, who even then were unable to
get the water that they needed. But as years went on these conditions for some
obsoure cause (perhaps in unnoticed fluctuation of the earth’s surface) have
exactly reversed themselves : Shdhdidpur it is that is now unable to get a drop
of water from the Begiri, With a view of helping Shahdédpur the most
rigorous restrictions were imposed on the extension of cultivation on the upper
reaches. Not only was no new land to be given out, but zamindirs were not to
exchange old kabuli lands for new, and no remission was to be given to the man
who did not either fallow his land for the full period or else manure it. At the
same time about the middle of the canal’s length was put under rotation
I# is rather singular that at the moment that rotation was thus beine a.pplieci
balf n;)ay;iown, at the mouth of the canal some eighteen inches or more were

894223 '
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actually being shut out, the reason being that the first twenty miles were, even
so, running brimfull, and the unfortunate zamindars, while not allowed to
extend their cultivation, had the mortification of seecing their water-courses
(section of which is in many cases absurdly in excess of the area dependent on
them) literally bursting with superfiuous water, With the concurrence of the
Executive Engineer 1 cancelled the restrictions on the first 38 miles of the
cangl—restrictions which do not in the least help Shihdidpur, as any water taken
off in those reaches could easily be compensated by letting more in at the mouth
and keeping the eanal as full as it will hold. As to the utility of the rotation
system below mile 38 I am seriously doubtful. It enormously increasos the
clearance expenses of the zamindars affected and only raises the level at Garhi
Khairo on the borders of Shahdddpur hy four or five inches, Shahdidpur is no
doubt in an extremely bad way. When the canals are first opened there is
-plenty of water there, but when the zaminddrs higher up begin to open their
karias the water-supply at the tail goes down to nothing. The zamindairs try to
make one believe that they plant large seed-plotsof rice at the first fallacious
appearance of a full supply and that these are afterwards lett to wither and die.
Of course they are not in reality so incapable of learning from experionce : but
their lot is hard enough, and their jowdri is not knee high at the time when
Bahadur Khan in Thull has grain in the ear and ready for reaping. Lven their
rabi is not good, though when the rice has had its fill more water does come
down for a season ; but this does not last long enough to mature a crop on that
thirsty soil, and this year it was only the copious rains of December, February
and March which saved the crop. :

The precarious character of the water-supply reacts unfavourably upon the
character of the agriculture in Shahdidpur & the water-courses are not cleared,.
nor the land levelled properly, and the scanty crops maintain an unequal fight
with the vigorous growth of jungle which debates the arable land with the
wheaf and jowari. - : :

One cannot but think that the re-modelling of the Begéri is from the point
~of view of this district a very urgent work. In all the other tdlukas the water-
supply is adequate and the season favourable both to kharif and rabi.

Tpar aND Panrkar DistrIcT, °
C. A. Beyts, Esq., Deputy Commissioner.

The canals in the district worked well on the whole. The Mithrao was
worked on a rotation with the Jamrao, but the supply at the tail helow Samaro
was inadequate. The Public Works Department are about to undertake improve-
ments in the canal. Much complaint is heard on the Mithrao of want of water,
but such want as there is appears to me to be due to the causes which have led
to the permanent state of shortage on the tails of the Sukkur and Begiri canals
in Upper Sind, namely, an almost shamefully wasteful *“ use " of water on exten-
sive rice cultivation whereby the land on the upper- reaches is turned into a
swamp while tail lands are almost dry. With all this, conditions do not
approach those on the tails of the two Upper Sind canals, though water is used
on rice with a freedom not seen in many other parts, The increase of 227 acres
m wheat cultivation on the Tharwah is an indication of the growing popularity
of this erop on this canal. This is one of the directions in which the experimon-
tal farm at Mirpurkbas will be able to give valuable assistance in the selection of
the best varieties, The Dhoro Naro worked well, but the supply in the Khipro
Canal, one of its artificial distributaries, was unsatisfactory. ILts defects will no
doubt be remedied by the improvements contemplated by the TPublic Works
Department. The descent in the level of the Nara at this point owing to the
scouring action of floods has rendered this step one of considerable urgency.

(8) Agricultural Credit,

Karacnr DisTrIcT.
H. C, Mules, Collector,
Takdvi amounting to Rs.52,800 was allotted to this district, Rs 42,280

were utilized and Rs. 10,620 surrendered in good time. One thousand one
hundred and seventy-four applications were made and 650 rejeoted. Co
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"I am sorry to say there is a Jack of honesty about the people in regard to
takivi, which I think is perbaps due partly to the fact that individuals have
from time to time in the past succeeded in evading repayment. I am myself
absolutely opposed to any writing off of takdvi, but -as I have frequently ex-
pressed my views on the subject before now I need not here enlarge upon it.

J. W. Smyth, Esq., Assistant Coilector.

My income-tax inquiries in the Division show that the recent hard years.
have had their effect upon the trading classes as well as upon t_he agm:cul_tu.nsts.
The Banya has in fact been badly hit. This somewhat maligned individual
must have his nses-in the community, but unfortunately for him the abuses that
he brings in his train are the more prominent, and rqcent legujlatugn , ha_s uni-
formly borne this side of his character in mind. The introduction into Sind of
Chapters of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act and the wide use made of the
restricted tenure exemplify this tendency. The result has been that many
Banyas of the division have gone bankrupt, and it seems not unlikely that
worse is in store for them. The condition of the Banya is closely connected
with that of the agriculturists, whose dependence on the money-lender is great,
and it must have considerable effect upon agricultural credit. The relations
betwecn the Banyd and the zaminddr are,jn fact, at present upon- a somewhat
precarious footing. The zamindér suffers from never having ready money. At
the beginning of every season he must get money to clear his karias, make advan-
ccs to his “ haris,” buy seed, and generally to szt his operations in motion, The
Banya willingly responds if he can gei security for his advances. But now that
the restricted temure is becoming general, the Zamindir being unable to pledge his
land, cannot provide good enough security, and both parties lcse. Moreover, the
Banya cannot easily now take the lands of his dobtor on-mortgage with or with-
out possession, This state of things explains how the zaminddrs are beginning
to fight against the imposition of the restricted tenure, and bow they are prefer-
ing to pay up large arrears and keep their lands free. If may be said that, as
the State grants takdvi on reasonable terms, there should be no difficulty. But-
from what one hears from the zamindars and the tdluka officers, the rules
governing takdvi loans are too strict to please the easy-going Muhammadan.
The loan is granted at one time of the year usually, watchful revenue officers
see that it is spent upon the legitimate objects alone, and they are equally care-
iul to see to tho matter of repayment. Interest is charged on the loans and the
demands for repayment are asinsistent as those for the payment of land revenue. .
Now that in some special cases takdvihas been remitted on condition of the
acceptance of the restricted tenure, the objections will no doubt increase, The
Banya, though charging far greater interest than the State, and generally resolv-
ed to get his pound of flesh, if necessary in the Civil Court, is more popular
with the impecunious zamind:igs, and probably he will remain so, as the zamin-
dir oan spend money he borrows from him as he pleases, and with little thought
of the morrow. But under the new conditions the relations hetween the land
owner and the money-lender have yet to be adjusted, as the Hindu is in self-
defence drawing his purse strings tighter and tighter. The fact that land often
Passes into Hindu hands is not always satisfactory. A Hindu does make a careful
and good cultivator, though it may be doubted whether he gets as willing and as .
good service from his ““ haris "’ as the Muhammadan, but the Mohammadan owing
to his great numerical superiority must, in spite of himself, be kept on the land.
Ina Province overwhelmingly Muhammadan their wholesale expulsion from the
land would gravely upset the balance and inevitably lead to crime, It is therefore
to be hoped that the restricted tenure will live down the prejudice which does at

present exist against it, and that agricultural credit will be improved again so as
to keep the balance even, i

Hyperasip Disraicr.
Rochiram Asumal, Esq., Deputy Collector.

_The diminution in agrienltural credit stands at the same level whers it was
in the first year aftor the application "of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act,
The effcot of the Act on transiers of land eannot be acourately gauged, but the
number of usufructuary mortgages has no doubt declined. R
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Laneaxa Distarer.

C. G. Henderson, Exq., Assistant Collector,

The credit of the agricultural classes with the money-lenders continues to
decline, The working of the Reliof Act has evidently struck a most serions
blow at the usurious practices of the Bauya, In the Kambar Tiluka the number
of mortgages made by Mubammadans in favour of Hindusshows a most strikine
decrense. There has been this year an area of only 3 acres 15 gunthas mort.
gaged with possession by Muhammadans fo Hindus and this compares with an
area of over 386 acres last year. Similarly the mortgages without possession
this year affect an area of 769 acres, against an area of 1,129 acres in the year
1904-1905. The area of land sold by Muhammadans to Hindus is also less this
year than last, the figures being respectively 811 and 1,394 acres. Similar
features are noticeable in the Ratodero and Labdaria Tilukas. The phenomenon
of decreased borrowings may be dueto the occurrence of two or three good
seasons and a consequent increase- in the prosperity of the agricultural olasses,
but it would be "unsafe to regard this as the sole cause or to overlook the effect
of the Relief Act. There is no doubt that the money-lender is chary of advanc-
ing money on the old terms. Itis rare that an agriculturist will, if he ean
possibly help it, sell his land outright, and the Banya is less willing than formerly
to advance money on a mortgage. The agriculturist accordingly sells his land
to the Banya, and a condition is made that the property shall be subsequently’
resold to the former, at his option, at a stipulated price. The Subordinate Civil
Court at Lidrkdna recently held that such a counditional sale was really a mort-
gage. Though this decision was upset by the Distriet Court, the effect to some
extent remains and acts for the present as a check on this particular device for
defeating the purpose of the Aet,

3. Sadikali Sherali, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The ecredit of the persons to whom land has been given on the restricted
tenure has not been affected much by this system, as after the introduction of
the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Actand the amendment of the Sind Incumbered
Estates Aet, the Hindu money-lenders have materially reduced and restricted
their transactioms, and unless the zamindir’s credit is high and his word of
honour inviolable no money is advanced on credit or on mortgages of land
without possession. The agricultural operations have not been retarded or
}md‘largone any reduction on this account and takdvi advances are made very

reely. ’

Shaik Iltahibux K., Esq., Doputy Collector.

On the whole the distribution of takdvi advances has been a satisfactory
record. Recourse to takivi seems to be more freely made now by the zamin-
ddrs than in the few past years, This appears to be a result of the Agriculturists’
Relief Act whioh has made the Banyas close the doors of lending against the
zaminddr without mortgage, transfer or proper security. It is evident that
customary dealings with money-lenders are still carried on, but on a smaller scale.
Zaminddrs who are unable to get takivi owing to their heavy arrears of land
revenue or takidvi, or who are not keen enough to understand the stipulations under
which the money-lenders are at present compelled to make investments on
account of the operation of the Relief Act, borrow at an exorbitant rate of
interest in spite of the mortgage of the land, Temporary transfers of kidtds asa
safe security for a debt are also becoming common, .

Sukkgur DISTRICT.
J. R. Martin, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The material prosperity of the sub-division has been restored by the good
year ; both zaminddrs and *“ haris  profited by it and the Banyas no doubt had
their share too. They still complain of the effcotsof the Deccan Agriculturists’
Relief Act, which, with the introduction of the restrioted tenure in land grants
to Muhammadans, has largely curtailed their lendings and the zamindir's borrow-
ings. The Banya states in income-tax appeals that he is unable to get back even
money formerly lent, while the zamindir when applying for suspension alleges
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that he can no longer borrow, having mo credit. The result of this foreed
economy on the Mubammadan, who formerly spent recklessly knowing that he
could always raise the money from the Banya, is generally admitted to be good.
As Mk, Jessasing, formerly Mukhtyarkar of Shikdrpur, says, “he is gradually
learnine to shift his reliance off the Banpya and place it on himself.” On the
other hand there is little doubt that the Act has been severely felt by the Banya,
and that one of his principal sources of income has been seriously diminished.
Tle will probably find other and more legitimate ficlds for his activity, and sigos
are pot wanting that he is already doing so.

Urrenr Sixp FRONTIER.

V. M. Ferrers, Ecq., Deputy Commissioner.

Agricultural eredit here as elsewhers in Sind has suffered in.consequence
of recent legislation ; the money-lending class now seek to secure their loans by
mortgage with possession, and generally endeavour to invest their savings in
land and become khditeddrs themselves instead of contenting themselves with
financing Muhammadan husbandmen : not that the transfer of land fo the Hindu
is going on rapidly in any part of the t4luka except perhaps in Shihdddpur. Out
of 57 transfers to non-agriculturists, 46 occur in that unfortunate t4luka ; and out
of 34 mortgages with possession 21 belong there also, and this is in spite of the
very liberal writing off of arrears owing in that tdluka which took place this
year and last, The district comprises a number of very large land-holders
paying tens of thousands of rupees in land assessment annually, and those of them
who combine any agricultural skill with a reasonable amount of thrift cannot only
pay these large sums with ease, but can go on adding to their holdings by
purchase and have an excellent credit as well. As for the thriftless, of whom
there are not a few, it is perhaps no bad thing if their eredit is restricted, reckless
waste is thereby restrioted also. Any cash they may require for reproduetive
expenditure they can generally get as takdvi,

(¢) Education.
‘ Earacu1 Disteecr,
H. C. Mules, Esq., Collector.

Education is pretty much where it was last year. Far more backward than

in Upper Sind and Hyderabad, it is only here and there that one comes across a
_school whieh is doing any useful work. = This does not apply of course to Kariehi,
while at Tattn also the schools are quite good, but generally speaking the case is
as statod. The attempt to teach Muhammadan children the Hindu-Sindhi

language under the “ Rural Standards” I look upon as the deadest of dead
failures.

J. W. Smyth, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Lducation in this sub-division has made some headway during the year
Though this is not the place to deal with matters municipal, it may be mentioned
that all the five schools of Tatta are in- a most efficient condition, and the one
at Keti Bunder is doing well. During the year two new schools were opened
at Hillaya and Chatochand in Tatta Tiluka and give hope of being successful.
Another was started at Gujo in Mirpur Sakro Tdluka. Apparently the inhabit-
ants of the village do not want the school, and whilst the Mullah’s school

- Hourishes, the Local Board one is nearly empty. It is doubtful whether the
school should be kept open much longer, and I am endeavouring to find another
village in the tdluka where there are reasonable prospects of the school
floarishing. One school at Doulatpur in Ghorabari T4l-1ka has been elosed and
in its place another has been opened at Chach Wali Mohomed near Keti Bunder.
The rural standards are taught in practically all the sehools and the prejudice
against them appears to be dying ‘out. Enthusiasm for education is, however,
fitful. At Mirpur Sakro, the head-quarters of a tiluka, there is no enthusiasm
whatever, and the school is thoroughly bad, whilst in some small villages
where the School Boards are energetic, the school flourishes correspondingly.,

The most satisfactory feature is the inoreasing number of Muhammadan boys to
be found in the schools,

B 94024
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A. F. Kindersley, Eeq., Assistant Collector.

The number of Local Board Vernaoular Schools in the division has heen
nearly doutled in the past year, having risen from 14 to 25. The new schools
bave all made a good start. There is, however, a certain feeling against the
rura) standards, on which all the new schools have been established, on the
ground that they do not enable pupils to go in for the Public Service Examina-
tions. This feeling, however, is as yet confined {o the more intelligent and ambi-
tious among the parents and former pupils, The zamindars in general support
the village schools without troubling themselves astothe standards. In view of
the comparative keenness which exists among the zamindars at present for
schools in their villages, it seems advisable to refuse to start anv more schools
until schoolhouses are provided free of cost by the people of the villazes. If the
present rate of expansion of schools continues, Government can hardly afford to
provide buildings for them all, nor to pay rent for hired buildings, In the case
" of some of the new schools abovementioned, houses have been given by the
village people free of rent for the first few months only, and there is no per-
manent arrangement for the future.

K, F. Mirza, Esq., Deputy Colllector.

In most of the Irocal Fund schools, rural standards are taught but the
general tendency of the people is that primary education up to Public Service
Examination should be given in all the schools. The Mahommedan proportion
is slowly increasing, owing specially to the inducement given to them, by the
Mahommedan masters in the Loocal Fund schools, being permitted to teach the
Koran, before and after school hours.

Hyperasan Disrricr,
C. A. Beyts, Esq., Collector.

Education continues to progress, Various new primary schools were opened
during the year of report. The desire for learning is increasing both amongst
Hindus and Mahommedans, specially in the northern part of the district.
Higher education appears to be commencing to prefer the direction of science
and engineering to that of the classical degree, since Iucrative appointments are
more readily obtained thereby.

Of education among the lower classes in this district I am unfortunately
able to give no account, but it is clear that owing to the efforts of enlightened
Mahommedans, the zamindir is decidedly beginning to search for eduecation,
chiefly an English education.

Boarding houses for zamindirs’ sons are in chief request. If the boys in
these houses do not receive an English education, one of the main advantages
to be expected for them, the moral advantage of corporate scheol life under
good supervision is according to the zamindirs’ view likely to be wanting.
This is in a great measure undeniable in fact, and, as it is the view taken, it
would not ordinarily be easy to fill a boarding house without facilities for
teaching English. There is a firm determination too not to eliminate religious
teaching from the curriculum.

H. M. A. Ali, Esq., Assistant Collector,

Ag far as figures go, the progress is good. However, the number of
Mahommedans continues very small. I venture to think that much good
might be done by starting schoo)s only where decent buildings and good teachers
are available. I have seen schools started which had to be so miserably housed
and organised and kept by such raw and incompetent youths as to bring
education into discredit for all time in those villages, and often schools have

to be olosed within a couple of years after opening. I would likewise beg to .

point out that very often not the most experienced masters but pupil teachers
are told off to manage the infants’ lower classes. The school at the Hur Settle-
ment of Biro Mulo is doing well, but the condition of the schools at Charoho
and Kangputi, when I visited them, was deplorable. There are, besides, main

-
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d branch schools in esch of the Municipal towns, Hala Matiari, Nasarpur,
%‘I;ndo Allahyar, and Tando Adam. They are all flourishing, except the main
school at Hala, which has now long been without a regular head master.

L. G. Deshmukh, Ezq., Assistant Collector.

Mahommedans are making earnest efforts to place English education within
reach of their middle class. The Mahommedan Madressah at Noushahro has
been in existence for over two years but it has not received any grant yet
from the Educational Department. The District Local Board, Hyderabad,
has sanctioned substantial help for a boarding house to be allotted to fhe
Madressah.

. Rochiram Asumal!, Es., Deputy Collector.

Five new primary schools were opened and one closed in the division during
the year under report.

Rural standards are taught in 12 schools. They are as unpopular as
before, among Hindus as weil as Mohommedans, The latter especially show an
ingrained apathy to learning Hindu-Sindhi character owing fo racial and
relizious prejudices,

La’rga’ya DistricT.

E. L. Sale, Esq., Collector.

In most parts great inferest in the schools is evinced and the attendance
is satisfactory. A better supply of trained masters is still required. A Hindu
girls’ school has recently been opened in Larkina, partly maintained by the
Municipality and partly by local contributions. The only technical school in
the district is at Talti. I am not satisfied with the work of the technical branch
here and doubt whether its existence is justified. Very few of the boys derive
any real knowledge of carpentry at the school and such work as is turned out
is largely the work of the teacher. Villages in Sind are usually without any
skilled artisan and it is most desirable that boys should be trained to be car-
penters and blacksmiths, but instruction in rough joinery rather than in fancy
work is what is required and the class to be taught must be the sous of the hari
and not of pensioned tipadirs and other Government servants if the institution
is to have any lasting result. One or two of the nizht schools are doing good
work. I visited one recently and was agreeably surprised at the attendence.

C. G. Henderson, Esq., Assistant Collector.

Education continues to make progress. No less than ten new schools were
opened this year in this division. The Kambar Tiluka is rather badly off in
the way of schools. There were only two Local Board schools at the beginming
of the year, and though two new ones have been opened these are 2t present
suffering from the disadvantage that they ara not provided with any trained
masters. Other new schools will probably be opened shortly throughout the
division, as applications have been received and submitted to the Local Boards
for consideration. I inspected 23 Municipal Local Board and Mulla schosls
during the year. The Madressah-Tul-Islam continues to do good work, under
the able management of the Principal, Mr. Gulam Mirza. The school has to
contend with a gocd deal of apathy on the part of the zamindirs for whose
benefit it was established. Many of the parents of the scholars make little
effort to keep their sons at the school but allow them to be absent on one
pretext or another. The repeated and unauthorized absence of the boys is most
discouraging to the Principal and his assistants, The zamindirs of the district
are ready enough to come forward with pecuniary assistance to the Aladressah,
and they have recently subscribed about Bs. 9,000 towards the extension and
improvement of the buildings, but it is to be rezretted that they are less inclin-

ed to exercise that personal effort which would be so valuableto the efficiency
of the institution. '
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S. Sadikali Sherali, Esq., Deputy Collector.

Five new schools were opened during the year of which I could not inspect
three as they were opened after I completed my tour and one school was
closed when I went fo inspect it on account of a holiday. On the wlole the
attendance and progress in the majority of the schools was satisfactory. The
increase in the number of such schools indicates an advancement in education as
the new schools have been opened on the applications of the zamindars and
villagers alike. -

Shaikh Illahibux K., Esq., Depaty Collector.

There has been a slight degrease in the total number of boys this year.
But on the other hand new schools have been opened, and education is gradually
making substantial progress. The introduction of rural standards gained an
unpopular opinion and became the cause of general complaint owing to their
being unsuitable for the qualifying examinations. In several schools of the
division such standards were replaced by the combined ones and the fact hag’
removed the cause for complaint. People unfortunately mistake education as
being a qualification solely intended for Government service instead of as a
measure necessary to cultivate mental faculties and bring them up to a reformed
state of development in order to pursue any line of profession with an improved
degree of system. Difliculties are still experienced in getting boys of village
agriculturists who neither wish to*take up Government service nor look upon
education as a material requirement in their line of profession. Some method
of granting more liberal scholarships shouald be devised to induce them to go
to schools. '

Svrkur DisteIcT.
J. R, Martin, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The demand for new schools still confinues, but though four new Iocal
Board schools were opened, two or three were quickly closed again owing to
lack of funds. In the circumstances it would have been better had they never
been opened. Insufficient funds and the seareity of trained and suitable masters
continue o be the two difficulties in the way of thespread of education in the
tilukds. In the towns the provision made by the municipalities is not unsatis-
factory and good work is being done, I know, in the Shikdrpur Municipal schools.
Further experience has confirmed me in the views put forward in the last  para-
graph of my letter No, 2019, dated 7th June 1906, which perhaps I may be
permitted to quote, '

“T would finally suggest that a closer touch between Educational and
Revenue Officers is desirable if the latter are to render the help in the
Educational matters that they undoubtedly can. Sinte coming to Sind I
cannot remember meeting a single member of the Educational Department
nor is, as far as I am aware, any official intimation given of the movements
or programmes of inspecting officers, 'The dates of the inspections of
schools should be communicated to the President.of the Municipality or
Local Board responsible for them fo enable him, if he so wishes, to be
“present himself or depute others to learn on the spot the defects and
requirements of the school inspected.”

Ueper Si¥p FroxTikr.

V. M. Ferrers, Esq., Deputy Commissioner.

It was hoped last year that the opportunity now afforded at the Jacobabad
school of learning English would bring in the Baluch zaminddr class in some
numbers to the boarding house there. This expectation bas unfortunately been
notably disappointed ; presumably the absence of English instruction previous to
last year was merely made an excuse by zamindirs wishful to keep their sons
at home. Several large zamindirs have been liberal with financial assistance
but even they have not been able or willing to send pupils. Presumably it is a
natural family affection which induces this attitude, because the better class are
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not without a certain interest in education after their own fashion. Now that
the excuse of no English has been torn away there seems an inclination to fear
for the boy’s moral character : but if their moral surroundings are likely to be
changed for the worse by absence from home then the typical Baluch home 1s
not at all like what on other grounds I believe it to be. The ordinary Local
Board schools are badly housed and ill attended and in most cases confine their
teaching to their lower standards. I am however curious to see whether the
experiment suggested by Dir. Naraindas of distributing to selected Mullahs a
few copies of the Koran interleaved with a Sindhi translation may not turn to
good account the stultifying exercise of committing to memory the Arabie text,
a system to which so large a number of both boys and girls are viefims. A
fow copies were purchased out of monies devoted to the purchase of sweetmeats
for the boys, and Bahadur Khan {0 whose villagesome of these found their way,
volunteered to present copies to the 9 boys in the boarding house. In their
case a great deal of outward reverence for the Word of God seems to connote no
desire to undorstand what they read : but here and there a more enquiring mind
may be found. '

Naraindas Motaram, Eeq., Deputy Collectord

The division abounds in Mulla schools, where the Koran is taught. My
own idea has been that the teaching of the Koran with its meaning in Sindhi -
should be one of the initial steps to impart secular education to the Mahomedan
boys. There are printed copies of the Koran with the Sindhi translation inter-
lined and if this is taught to the boys they must in ordinary course learn to
read and write Arabie-Sindhi, A wealthy and intelligent zamindar has told me
that he has found the process to be a success among the ladies of his family.
And when this kind of elementary education is acquired, it is expected that it
. will develop taste for further secular education. When to this the “3 Rs”
instruction is added, an average cultivator will bave learnt what is necessary to
enable him to carry on his avocation with intellizence and to look after his
interests. In order to attain this object, I, with your approval, purchased
5 copies of the Koran containing its Sindhi translation and gave them to
5 Mullas in the division to be taught to the boys as an experimental measure.
These copies were given only in April last and the result is being watched.
Some more copies are about to be issued to these Mullas to facilitate their work,
A wealthy zaminddr responded to my call and provided 9 copies of the Koran
which have been given ‘by you to the boys in the Boarding House
at Jacobabad, . ’

I spoke to several zaminddrs to send their boys to learn English at Jacob-
abad but the Baluch parents are too fond of their children to part with them,
Morcover they have, as a rule, large landholdings from which they derive hand-
some earnings. Having plenty to eat and to spare, they are indifferent to
education. I'wo of the zawminddrs Khin Bahidur Mir Alimurad Khan Sundrani
and Vadero Nurkhan Khoso gave a ready response to my desire and established two
stipends of the value of Rs. 6 and 5 per mensem respectively tenable for 3 years
in the English school at Jacobabad. These have been awarded by you to the
sons of two poor men in the division, ~

THAR AND Pa’REAR DistricT.
C. A. Beyts, Esq., Deputy Commissioner,

The population of the district is purely agricultural and, as might be
expected, hus_ but a faint desire for education. However, amongst the better
class of zamindérs are to be found men who do evince readiness to aid schemes -
for education, ahd the Aladressah at Pithoro shortly to be opened will supply
3 most useful stimulus to the education of Mahomedans, The attitude of the
cultivating classes s not invariably one of mere apathy, for there is to be
met the active objection that school takes away boys from work in the fields,
and that book learning makes them impatient of control. These objections
can bardly be entirely overcome except by time and patience. There is a
.teohmcal' school at Umarkot the abolition of which is contemplated. There
are tw;; omcllslstnal schools at the Hur Settlement at Sanghar, one for boys and

B g —
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one for girls. The girls’ school is of considerable utility. The boys’ school
teaches carpentry of a deseription which can hardly be of any use except to
keep the boys quiet. There is no Angle-Vernaeular school in the district, but
the Pithoro Madressah will supply this want.

(&) Migration.
Kara’cui Districr.
H. C. Mules, Esq., Collector.

There was no emigration or immigration of any importance. There is a
considerable to and fro intercourse between Sind and Cutch, of course,

HyperabBap DistrICT.

C. A, Beyts, Esq,, Collector.

There was no immigration or emigration during the year beyond the usual
influx and departure of Mdirwiri labourers during the harvest season,

H. M. A. Ali, Esq., Assistant Collector.

There has been very little immigration and emigration during the year.
The Thari and Marwiri immigrants show no signs of regularly settling down
here: none of them adopt Sindhi habits, or build regular houses and very few
send their children to schools. Very few become haris, but when they do so,
they work on the same condition as Sindhi haris, ‘

Lirxa'sa District.
E. L. Sale, Esq., Collector,

The absence of rain in Cutch-Gandava and Kelat sent a larger number of
Brihmins than usual down into Sind in search of labour. It was fortunate that
so many of them did come: for under ordinary circumstances the local supply of
labourers would have been insufficient to deal with'the heavy kharif harvest
but, in addition, the prevalence of fever disabled a large number of the
Sindhi labourers who were available; and had not this welcome influx of
harvesters occurred, the zdmindir would in many cases have been unable to
gather in his harvest at the proper time. '

C. G. Henderson, Esq., Assistant Collector.

As usual, Baluchis from the hills and Marwéris from various places visited
the division to obtain employment, and left after their work was finished.
There is no other immigration or emigration upon any considerable scale.

SukruR DisTRICT.
M. Webh, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The influx of Marw4ris seems to have increased largely since the last report.
Most of them obtain employment on the Railway, where they form the bulk of
the coolies, A few also have taken up their residence in Ghotki and Rohri
where they do odd jobs. At present some have returned to their native country
on the report that rain has fallen. As last year, some Pathins came down
to Eale earthworks at Rohri in the cold weather, but left when it became
hotter. '

Urrer SND FRONTIER. .
V. M. Ferrers, Esq., Deputy Commissioner.

There is normally a good deal of such labour which finds its way to the
place where it is wanted. The numbers are estimated at 3,500 but I do not
snow that much reliance is to be placed on this estimate. Some straggling
detachments of this motley army are very commonly to be met with on the
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roads which converge npon Jacobabad, Unless they smuggle, as in fact they
do to some extent out of ignorance or inadvertence, their movements are not
of much consequence in & normal year. The preventive establishment has been
put on the alert, as I have some reason to think their vigilance is not so effec-

tive as it might be, '
Naraindas Motaram, Esq., Deputy Collector.

There was no emigration from the 3 tdlukis in my charge owing to a
favourablo season and to the good condition of the people. As regards Im-
migration, several Mirwaris were found scattered all over the division and
they made a living either by threshing grain or by working as lahourers on
canal clearance. The Mirwdiri was not in a position to take to cultivation in
this country. The great obstacle in his way was the want of cattle which is a
sine qua non for the cultivator in this country to carry on agricultural opera-
tious. The seed is likewise provided, as a rule, by the hari and this the Marwdri
had not the means to do. Owing to the absence of rains in the Baluchistan
territory, a few Brohis with their cattle eame in, and there was plenty of
employment for them in the shape of reaping the crop and of canal clearance.
There was likewise plenty of fodder for their cattle.

Taar AND Pa’rxar DISTRICT.
C. A. Beyts, Eaq., Deputy Commissioner,

This district is more open to the temporary immigrant than any in Sind.
All the Mirwdiri and Thari labour that comes to Sind passes through it and
much is left in it. Again, in times of stress the valley is the grazing ground of
the desert and of a large portion of the remainder of Sind on the leit bank of
the river. As yet the permanent effects of this immigration are not very
marked, but it is possible that successive famines may result in a considerable
influx of permanent inhabitants from the desert. For the rest immigration is
confined to the Jamrao tract. '

II.—Inspection.
A. D, YouNcHUsBAND, EsQ., COMMISSIONER IN SIND.

The following table shows the amount of inspection work performed by the
Collectors and Deputy Commissioners :—

' 7 I¥ HOW Mawy
. . Bay.nt:’.
o. . sture of inspection, Moo
. ) . books
e e | v | el
Total of Province - T e 56 4 5,208 -
1 { Visited for inspection .. - 55 4 863
2 | Accounts examined ... ' ... 42 sl 108 | L
3 | Records examined ... 45 4 627 | ..
4 REI._VBt!:’ .mipt°m0k3 mmined [T (11} vea T 1 007
5 { Sub-registry offices examined ol 37 1 ve- -

., There is a falling-off under almost all heads, especially in the nu t
villages visited and those of which the accounts ange recogds were exlelxl;?;egf
But there were man y unavoidable interruptions to touring during the season,—
notably the Royal 1sit, and the preparations connected with it, which detained
the Collector of Kardclu_continuously at head-quarters; and on the whole the
work done appears sufficient. It is to be noted that an appreciable amount of
work done under. other heads, such as inspection of schools, dispensaries
boundary marks, liquor and drug shops, ete., is not included in the above state.-
ment. Exceptin a few places, the work of destruction of records is up to

date. The work of indexine o .
regularly attonded fo, 5 0 fling has also, genenally speaking, been
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III.—Revenue Buildings and Record-rooms.
A. D. YouncHUSBAND, EsQ., COMMISSIONER 1IN SIND.

The District Officers have stated the requirements of each district under
this head. Inseveral places the Kardarate buildings are either insufficient or
unsuitable, In the Lirkina and Sukkur districts, the chief complaint appears
to be about the record-rooms, which, with the growth of the records, are provine
insufficient. The matter is engaging attention ; but improvements can only be
gradually effected.

IV.—Revenue Establishments.

A. D. YouNGHUSBAND, EsQ., COMMISSIONER IN SIND.

The work of the Mukhtiirkars and the subordinate establishments has
been generally satisfactory. The Mukhtiirkar whose work was unfavourably
noticed last year is on long leave preparatory to retirement, and will not be
“again employed,

The scheme for the revision of the pay and strength of Revenue establish-
ments was brought into -force in the year under report, and it is hoped that in
future there will be no difficulty in obtaining suitable men for tiluka and other
offices. But it remains to be seen how far the increased rates of pay improve
the morale of the establishments. Mr. Beyts in his report for the Thar and
Parkar district makes some interesting remarks as to how temptations are brought
in the way of the subordinates by the people themselves. Deficiencies in
particular establishments, alleged in some of the sub-divisional reports, should
be represented separately.

The village establishments, too, worked satisfactorily on the whole. .
- Their survey work is still not quite up to the mark in some districts, but there
is no doubt that some improvement has taken place since the issue of the orders
referred to last year. Out of 808 tipaddrs, 654 are qualified to do survey work.
The system of employing speoial survey parties, composed of tipaddrs, to break
up, under the supervision of the Superintendent of Land Records and Registration,
large areas of waste land into Survey Numbers still continues, but, with effect
from the current season, the number of parties has been reduced to three instead
of five, in consideration of the smaller amount of work to be done. A special
report has recently been submitied to Government on the (so-called) Agricul-
tural school at Hyderabad, which it is proposed to maintain exolusively as a
Tipaddrs’ school, and the development of which will, it is boped, materially im-
prove the standard of village surveyors. Meanwhile, the survey partics afford
excellent opportunities for the instruction of untrained men and of those who
have forgotten their work. The parties are also being utilized to give training
to those graduates and non-graduates who, under the new rules regulating
admissions to and promotions in the Revenue Department of the public service,
must pass through the survey courss before they can be appointed
Mukhtiarkars, .
The scheme submitted in July 1905 for strengthening the supervising
tipaddrs’ establishments and improving the emoluments of the village
establishments generally is still under the cousideration of Government, and
it is hoped that no avoidable delay will ocour in the introduction of this much
needed veform. Urder the Government of India's orders, the Village Cess
Fund, from which the village establishments used to be paid, has been
abolished with effect from the 1st April last, and all expenditure which used to
be defrayed from that fund is now payable from Provineial revenues. An
amellfldment of the law is under consideration for the abolition of the cess
itself, .
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The punishment roll of the village officers is as under, contrasted with the
figures of the preceding year ‘'— ,

Total No.

Total No. Fined, Reduced, Suspended, Disnissed. puntshed.
. R . . o
% 3 ; 2 $ g § § § g § it
- » 2 by
$1g ||z |8|&i2 |8|2(2|z8]:%
we| 107 167 1 5 1 ™ 2 e 1 e, 5 i
ggpp:;r‘l:ng “pmm.- - B804 oY [:::] 07 1 7 H . 13 9 13 83

The largest number of dismissals occur in the Hyderabad district, where,
during the sorutiny of account books in the course of an income tax appeal,
several items of bribery received by tipaddrs and a munshi came to light ; and,
after a formal inquiry by the Collector, those against whom the offence was
proved were dismissed.

V.—Special Matters.

A. D. YoungauspanND, Esq., COMMISSIONER IN SIND,

In nine out of the ten tdlukis in which the preliminary record of rights
was completed by the special Inquiry Officers in 1904-05 the test work was
carried out during the year under report by special Mukhtiirkars appointed
for the purpose. The inquiry work in the tenth tiluka was discovered to have
been perfunctorily performed, so that it bas been decided to have it done over
again, The record will shortly be promulgated in some of these tiluk4s, and
in others the promulgation will take place directly the work of fair copying the
rough record, which is in progress, is completed.

In addition to the above, the preparation of a preliminary record was
undertaken in ten more tilukds, two each in the Karichi, Hyderabad, Sukkur
and Ldrkdna distriots, and one each in the Thar and Parkar and Upper Sind
Frontier districts. The work in eight has been completed and will be tested
in the ourrent year by special Mukhtiirkars. In the remaining two (one in the-
Hyderabad distriot and one in the Upper Sind Frontier) an appreciable amount
of work still remains to be done. This, together with the test work in these
tilukds, will be complefed in the current year.

In April last, at a conference of .District Officers at which Mr. Curtis,
Director of Land Records, was present, the question of entrusting, on the system
followed in the Presidency, the preparation of the preliminary record to the
existing tdluka and village establishments was discussed ; and, after a careful
consideration of Mr, Curtis’ views, and the comments of the local officers thereon,
the Commissioner has decided to give full trial to the Presidency system. The
remaining work in the two t4lukds mentioned above and the entire work in two
more tilukds (one in Sukkur and one in Hyderabad) will accordingly be carried

out in the current year on that system. .

As was anticipated, the people have not as yet'shown much interest in the
operations connected with the preparation of the record. It remains to be seen
whether they can be educated up to an appreciation of its value.

The area held on the restricted tenure introduced by Act VI of 1901,
which amounted to 212,995 acres at the end of 1904-03, rose to 264,212 acres
at the end of the year under report. This is exclusive of the area granted on -
the Jamrao, Nasrat, Dad and Iliral tracts under Act IIL of 1899, Including
that, the area is 830,916 acres against 629,703 acres at the end of the preceding
year. The conditions of this tenure are applied to nearly all lands granted to
Muhammadans. Violation of such conditions has been brought to light in 18
cases, in ten of which the grants have been cancelled, in two the transfers have
not been recognised, and in the remaining the matter is under consideration,
In addition to these, several cases of evasion have been discovered during the
preparation of the record of rights in the Sukkur and Lérkéna districts.
‘These are under inquiry. The Commissioner agrees with Mr. Mules that such
cases should be dealt with drastically by resumption.

p 94226
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The total amount of revenue remifted by money order is as yet small
{only sbout Rs. 55,000 in the year under report), but the new system, by which
during the last five days of the instalment period the revenue may be paid to
the.tipaddr at the tdluka office, renders remittance by money order in most
cases superfluous. . The system is gaining in popularity and a considerable
amount of the land revenue was paid at the tdluka kacheris during the year.
Mr. Kindersley states that under this system the receipt books remain very
often unfilled ss zaminddrs forget to bring them to the tiluka office.
Mr. Smyth’s remarks on the subject indicate a misapprehension on his part of
the orders issued regarding payments at tiluka head-quarters. It is not intend-
ed to * eliminate™ the tipaddr. On the contrary, under the orders issued, the
payments at the tiluka head-quarters are not made direct into the t4luka
treasury, but to the tipaddr under the supervision of the Mukhtidrkar. The
Commissioner conc¢urs in Mr. Beyts' remarks on Mr, Bharucha’s suggestion for-
collecting the first instalment in the Desert tdlukds in December,

No special assignments were made during the year beyond the grant in
seven cases of land for ** huris”’-—two in the Sukkur and five in the Lirkina
district,—the total area given out being 27-6 acres. Huris are rent-free occu-
pancies granted for the encouragement of tree plantation under the orders
contained in paragraph 4 of the Commissioner’s special circular No, 2.

The land acquisition work of the year was comparatively small, not extend-
ing beyond the acquisition of odd pieces of land required in connection with the
railways and canals. A considerable area is just being aequired in connection
with the doubling of the main line of the N.-W. Railway in the Rohri and
Mirpur sub-divisions of the Sukkur district.

. No Munsiffs or Coneciliators have yet been appointed in any part of the
Province under the chapters of the Deccan Agriculturits’ Relief Act extended
to Sind last year.  The dificulty is that there are very fow men available in the
Provinee who are either willing or competent to serve as Munsiffs or Con-
ciliators and it is doubted whether, in places where such men may be found,
the measure would work satisfactorily. At any rate the papers on the subject
do not disclose any strong feeling in its favour.

The provisions of Rules II, IIT and IV of rule 56 under the Land
Revenue Code have been applied to the vicinity of the town of Hyderabad: A
similar concession has been recommended for the town of Shikdirpur. For the
present, it is not considered necessary to extend the concession to the towns of
Sukkur and Robri, and a report to this effect has been submitted to Govern-
ment. The question as regards the towns of Karichi and Jacobabad is under
consideration,

No Co-operative Credit Societies have yet come into existence. But there
are hopes of a few being started in the current year. An application for the
registeration of one in the Kandiaro taluka of the Hyderabad district has
already been made fo the Registrar,

The experimental farth at Mirpur Khas continues to be efficiently
managed, and in course of time will doubtless prove a valnable institution for
the instruction of zamindirs in improved methods of agriculture. The area
sown by zaminddrs with Egyptian cotton this year was much larger than in
the previous year, and the difficulty alluded to in the last report of creating a
market for the staple has been solved by the adoption of the measures discussed
in the papers underlying Government Resolution No. 7652, dated the 10th
August 1906, and subsequent correspondence with Government, The results so
far have been successful; but operations have unfortunately been seriously
curtailed by the ravages of the boll worm.

The crops of barsum and ground-nuts grown in the Jamrao area were
on the whole successful. The success of the former is especially gratifying, as
it is a most desirable erop for rotation, and will supply tbe tract with fodder
which, the Colonisation Officer states, ““is becoming searcer and more expensive
as bijri gives way to cotton.” Unfortunately only a limited quantity of seed
was available, but it is hoped that a larger area will be sown with if in the
current year. ' .
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e Veterinary dispensaries continue to do good work. The usual horse
showtsrzvere held m'rtyh onpthe whole very successful results. It has mow been
arranged, in consultation with the Army Remount authorities, that horse-
breeding operations shall be confined to certain selected areas of the Province
while in others (more particularly the L4rkina district) there will only be
mule-breeding, supplemented possibly by Local Fund pony-breeding.

Extracts.
Restricted Tenure.

Kara'car DistkicT.

A. P. Kindersley, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The restricted tenure does not appear to be regarded in this Division with
the strong aversion with which I understand it is received within other parts
of the district, There is no sign as yet of agricultural operations being restrict-
ed by reason of the loss of credit to the grantees through the imposition of the
restricted tenure.

Hryperasap District.

H. M. A, Ali, Esq., Asistant Collector.

The Mahomedans recognise the beneficial working of the restricted tenure.
Several applications have been received from Hindu Zamindirs also for land
on such tenure, but, except in the case of Mukhi Santdas of Kho]_ihar, th_ey
have been rejected. The restricted tenureand the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief
Act, while tending to decrease dealings between needy zamindirs and money-
lenders, combine to make the latter more grasping and to sharpen their cunning
in order to secure the principal and interest of loans, The hari has to sell his
crops in advance at a low price to raise money. The zamindir can often obtain
loans only by executing a regular deed of sale of land and transferring the
khata to the money-lender’s name, on the laiter’s verbal promise to restore land
and kbata if the zaminddr pays the sale money plus interest within a specified
time. If the money is not forthcoming within that time, the Bania retains
the land (which he takes care to get very cheap pretending that it is practically
a mortgage) : if the money is offered, he denies the verbal promise and keeps
the land all the same, :

* La"ea’xa DistrIcT.
C. 1. Baker, Esq., Collector.

The new system of the restricted tenure may be said to be yet in its
infaney, and any conclusions regarding its effect on the credit of the holders
of Jand on such tenure will be premature., There is hardly any occupant who
bolds lands exclusively on this tenure, and who has not lands on the other
(unrestricted) tenure also, Therefore, a line of distinction between those hold-
ing under the nmew system, and the holders on the unrestricted tenure is most
difficult to draw, and there has been no exhibition of weakness of credit of the
former class, The agriculturists and money-lenders are adjusting themselves
to the new system.

C. G. Henderson, Esq., Assistant Collector.

The restricted tenure is now accepted, without any demur, by applicants
for land. 1t is difficult to estimate the extent to which credit has been affected
by the inability of holders to transfer, but agricultural operations do not appear
to hove been restricted as a result.

Shaikh Illahibux K., Esq., Deputy Collector.

Money lending classes appear to be backward in carrying on dealings with
people holding lands on resiricted tenure, as the system of such grants is
supposed by them to bave had an unfavourable effect on one of the great
means of their resource. Such zamindirs often take advantage of takavi
advances and interference in agricultural operations is thus averted. Decrease
in the grants on restricted tenure this year is probably due to restrictions on
certain canals in the Division. Zaminddrs in Sind, as a general rule, are very
fond of adding to their holdings by taking up new lands, They do not hesitate
to accept grants even on restricted tenure, the actual full benefit of which they
will be able to realize in due course of time. They seem to be satisfied with
the fact that such lands are transferable in a hereditary line. -
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VI.—Inamdars’ recovery of Revenue; Assistance cases :
» H
Successions, Lapses, etc.

A. D, YouneuUsBaND, EsQ., CoMMISSIONER IN SIND,

There were only 2 cases, both in the Lirkina District, in which jagirddrs
were given assistance under section 86 of the Bombay Land Revenue Code for
the recovery of their dues from the tenants. Usually, jagirdirs do not find any
diffioulty in recovering their dues. The particulars of successions and lapsesare
as under :—

- Buccession,

1st Class Jagirs e 1 case.

3rd Class Jagirs 2 caces,

Garden Grants s ves e 2, .
Lapaes.

Life Grants e ... 18 cases eee 2,071 acres,

Seri Grants e e A, - 35

Mamal Grants ... we 2, 22 rupees,

VII—Revenue and Rent-paying Classes; Transfers; Rents;
Sub-letting ; Relations between Landlords and Tenants, ete.

A. D. YouNeEUsBAND, EsqQ,, CoMMISSIONER IN SIND,

The -Commissioner has nothing to add to the account of the relations
between the land-ownin:; and enltivating classes given in the last report, These
relations have continued to be harmonious, except for a solitary dispute here
and there, such as is referred to in the Hyderabad report. It is probable, as
Mr. Mules observes, that the old feudal spirit is gradually disappearing; but
Mr. Ferrers’ remarks in paragraph 11 of his report show that it is still strong in
Upper Sind. It is perhaps doubtful whether such a spirit ever existed much in
Lower Sind, whore, generally speaking, there is no such relationship between
the zamind4r and his haris as that of a head of a clan to its members,

_ The following table shows the details of transfers in the several distriets
so far as the information is available in the reports :—

Sales. Mortgages.
Distriot,

1905-06. 1904-05. 1905-00. 1904-00,

Acres. Acres. Aores. . Acres,
Kérachi vea . 15,222 27,114 1,647 6,261
Hyderabad . 22,783 28,668 12,398 17,951
Sukkur Ten L] 6’664 6 863 LYIRZT ] LEEXTT )
Lél‘kénu aee ‘.. 13,921 18}256 ----- s [ eeeyes

Extracts.
Kana‘cnr District.
H. C. Mules, Esq., Collector, .

There are no “ Mourusi ” haris in zamind4ri lands in this District. Occu-
“pants cultivate themselves and with the assistance of ordinary haris in the case
of small holdings and the larger holders by ordinary haris. These are in fact
much on a level with the day-labourer of England except that they are engazed
for the season and are paid in kind at harvest. . They have absolutely no rights
in the land.

There has been no change in the batai system.

‘The relalions between landholders and labourers have been normal and no
important cases of difference have arisen.

Year by year the old feudal spirit is decreasing, It is far less mavked in
Lower and Middle than in Upper Sind where the big zaminddr is still a power

in the land and, if properly dealt with, of the greatest use to Government in
many ways, - .



105
J. W, Smyth, Esq,, Assistant Collector. ~

There is no class of “ Mourusi” haris in the Tatta Division. The baris
are engaged at the pleasure of the zaminddr and receive a share of the produce
cenerally equal to one-third at the time of “ Batal.” At the outset anadvance is
made by the zaminddrs to the haris to enable them to purchase.) the nocessary
seed and to maintain themselves until such time as the crop is ready and the
batai made. In a few cases the expenses in conneotion with the purchase of
seed, upkeep of bullocks and karia clearance are incurred by the haris and in
auch cases their share at the time of batai amounts to two-thirds in case of rice
and } in that of a charkhi cultivation. :

HyperaBaD DISTRICT.
Rochiram Asumal, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The relations between revenue and rent paying classes are the same as
before. The proportion in which the division of produce ismade between them
has not chanzed. The “Batai” is generally peacefully made bctween the
zamind4r and the  bari”. In the event of any friction arising, it is easily
removed as thé bari, baving no inherent rights in the land and being a tenant-
at-will, either voluntarily leaves the zaminddr or he is ejected by the latter,
and there being ample waste lands available for cultivation, he experiences no
difficulty in undertaking cultivation of land belonging to a neighbouring
zamindar,

La’rka’Na DisTRICT. v
C. G. Henderson, Esq., Assistant Collector,

The revenue and rent paying classes in the division are perhaps the most
prosperons in Sind. Land is very valuable, and frequently changes hands at
Rs. 150 or 200 per acre. The ordinary relations between zamindirs and their
haris subsist. The hari pays in rent to the zaminddz one-half or one-third of
the produce, the former generally in the case of flow lands where the expenses of
cultivation are small, and the latter for lift lands. All the expenses of cultivation
fall on the hari, so that the zamindar’s rent is subject to no deduction except the
Government assessment. The less energetic zaminddrs frequently sell their
share of the produce in advance to the Bania at a fixed rate per acre, thus freeing
themeelves from all responsibility and trouble in respect of their land, and
content themselves with a net profit, which, though no doubt high enough, is far
less than what would acerue to them if they undertook the management of
their estates themselves. The bapia then manages the land for the year, takes
the zaminddri share of the produce and pays the Government assessment,
While the hari or the tenant pays to his zaminddr a rent which is perhaps as
high as or higher than any that is known to exist in any other eountry, so light
is the Government assessment that the landlord can afford to employ a highly
paid middleman to manage his estates and collect his profits for him. The
zaminddr of this type performs absolutely no functions in respect to the land
beyond receiving the profits from its cultivation. There are of course plenty of
zawindirs who manage their own land and possibly contribute something to the
- efficiency of its management, but the main burden of the cultivation still rests
on the tenants. It is perhaps one of the strangest features of the social life of
Sind that the zamindir whose extinction (notthrough the wiles of the money-
lender but through the desertion of his tenants) was long ago prophesied still
exists in as strong a position as ever, and that, while there are tracts of land
waiting to be taken up, the mass of the cultivating classes appear content to live
on half the produce of their labour, and to make no attempt to establish them-
selves in a position where they might enjoy the whole,

S. Sadikali Sherali, Esq., Deputy Collector.

_ Formerly most of the large landholders were involved in liabilities from
whiclt very few liad any prospect of relief without the sale of their holdings, but
the introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act and the Sind Incum-
bered Estates Aot has saved many of them from complete ruin. They are
generally apathetic and make no effort to educate their boys and prepare them
for Government service or trade to increaso the sources of their income. The

B 9402 ‘ '
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small or peasant proprietors and rent-paying classes in adverse seasons ply their
carts and cattle for hire and do manual work to supplement their deficiencies
and are better off than the large zamindirs who live in poverty but would not
lower their dignity by doing any other work to add to their slender income from

their lands.

Letting land on rent and sub-letting are not common, as the occupauts of
unalienated and holders of alienated lands take generally a share of the produce
in kind. But when land is sub-let, the cash rent charged varies from Rs. 5 to
15 per acro, Land is also sub-let on other principles' but this sub-letting is
carried on between the landlords and their money-lenders or other persons who
take up contracts of the standing crops. The share of the landlord in the pro-
"duce is divided between the landlord and the village Bania or any other person
who takes the contract in stipulated shares, the zamindér takes part of the pro-
duce as landlord and occupant of the land and other part is taken by the
contractor who underfakes to pay the land revenue to Government. If the land
is of good quality and the crop promises a good yield the landlord takes from
Re. 1 to Rs. 4 cash per acre also in addition to a share of the produce, In fact
the terms are regulated by the prospective outturn of the crop,

The relations between landlords and tenants are geuerally peaceful. In
this Division land is cultivated by tenants-at-will or yearly tenants who have
no further interest in the land after the crop is harvested, and produce divided
and carried away. If the land is of good quality and has proper facilities for
irrigation, the landlord often dictates his own terms of Batai (division of
produce) ; on the other hand if the land is of inferior quality and has defective
source of supply or is irrigated by wheels, the cultivator imposes his own
conditions, and the zaminddr has to yield and to pay an advance of money and
grain fo boot. The absence of applications under section 86 of the Land
Revenue Bode shows that there is very little friction between the landlords and
their tenants,

Shaikh Illahibux K., Esq., Deputy Collector.

Agricultura] labourers who are called “ Kurmis >’ or “ Haris ” are engaged
for cultivating lands, They are haris-at-will and can at any fime leave or be
driven out if there happens to arise any disagreement between them and the
zaminddr, They generally continue for a long time because the batai system
by which they are paid for their labour remains unaltered except in very rare
cages. But no right is established by their remaining long on the land.
Disputes between haris and zaminddrs are generally settled without the inter-
vention of Courts, The finaneial state of the revenue-paying classes is represent-
ed to be fair in the Sehwan and Dadu Tilukds and very poor in the Johi
Taluka, particularly in the Kachho country. Many of the estates are over-
burdened with debt. In the Jobi Tdluka encumbrances are probably due to
sugcessive bad seasons,

On the whole the condition of the zamindirs io general does not appear
to be very satisfactory. Inability to keep the grain in stock t.ll the rise of the
market, defective ways of disposing of grain, s.e., directly or without proper
agencies, borrowing at high rates of interest, dealings on crudit carried on in
connection with necessaries of life aud agriculture and making payments
therefor in kind at the time of Batai appear to be some of the various reasons
to which such condition of the rent-paying community is ‘due. It has been
often_heard from them that the extension of the rules of takdvi to certain
urgent but reasonable wants other than those as defined by Land Improvement
and Agriculturists’ Loans' Acts, would go far to add to the curtailment of
dealings on high interest and to the consequent amelioration of their condition,
Though the number of Mahomedan land-holders is proportionately greater
than that of Hindus, yet there is every year an increase in the latter, which is
presumably attributable to the working of the Relief Aot, The zamindir who
has not yet grown to be totally independent of the savkiir has sometimes to sell
off portions of his holdings and sometimes enter into mortgages even by transfer-
ring the khitas till the liquidation of the debt. The savkir cannot now
advance without adequate security,
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V. M. Ferrers, Esq., Deputy Commissioner.

jon of zamindir to hari is somewhat different here from what I
haveTlllleaoIv.':Latelsewhere, the ordinary quasi-feudal relation of _la.ndlord: 8:nd
feoffee co-existing with the phylarchic relation of ¢lansman and chief, Friction
is the exception unless the loyalty of the clan 1s divided by a contested head-
ship as sometimes occnrs, On these occasions trouble is inevitable and is likely
to need the interposition of the law. But the control of the ordinary zamindir
over those of his haris who are not his tribesmen is slack. Much avoidable loss
is incurred by the zamind4r's failure to interest the hari in remissions. If the
Jand is held on the ordinary batai tenure tlle zamind4r takes the same pro-
portion of the produce in dividing with his haris, whether he has to pay assess-
ment in full or only in part or not at all. Consequently the h_a.rl floes_ngt
care whether remission is granted or refused : ant_l when th_e crop is ripe if is
reaped, 1f the zamindér is likely to take this ill, the hari can make off with
the whole of the produce and the takdvi he has had from the zamindir io

boot,

Trak aND Pa’REArR DisTRIOT.
S. M. Bharuchs, Esq., Deputy Collector.

The relations between the hari and the zaminddr are not so eordial as before.
The semi-morusi hari is slowly giving place to & virtual farm-labourer who is
ejected from his holding on the slightest pretext, the advent of the Thari having
considerably strengthened the hands of the zamindars, The batai system now
works to the detriment of the hari who has besides to do a little forced lahour
for his master in shape of cultivating with his own team the survey numbers
reserved by the zamindar of the produee of which he makes no batai. On the
other hand, instances are not now rare of haris taking advances from zamindirs
on the pretext of meeting expenses for raising hurlas, etc., and then deserfing,
leaving the debt unpaid. In short there are symptoms of the old patriarchal
relations between tbe zaminddr and the hari being strained, which will have
the ultimate effect of rendering Government interference indispensable in the
interests of the tenantry as in the more advanced provinces of India. '

VIiI.—— General Remarks.

A, D. YouNcHUSBAND, EsQ., CoaMISSIONER IN SIND,

Kardeht District,

The chief event of the year was the visit to the town and port of Kardchi
of Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. Among other
functions, His Royal Highness unveiled the statue of the late Queen-Empress,
ereoted from funds subscribed by the people of the Provinee as a memorial of
Her Majesty’s reign.

The Collector conderns the location of the Resident Magistrate’s Court at
Mirpur Sakro. This place was selected after careful consideration as being a
more central point in the sub-division than the town of Tatta, but if the incon-
venience caused by the present arrangement is really great, the matter can be
Te-considered,

The need for relieving the Collector of Karichi of some portion of his
district work so as to enable him to devote greater personal attention to matters
connected with the town of Kardchi undoubtedly exists, but the Commissioner
is somewhat doubtful of the practicability of adding the Shéhbandar sub-division

to the Hyderabad Collectorate—a suggestion which has not hitherto ecome before
him officially.

Hyderabad District.

The question of the congestion at Hyderabad, referred to in the last year’s
report, has, for the present, been partly dealt with by the application of Rules 11,
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1IT, and IV of Rule 56 of the Land Revenue Code Rules to the agricultural
lands in the environs of the city. There is, however, as'yet no appreciable
indication on the part of the people to take advantage of the concession. Some.
thing more than this seems to be needed, and the matter is receiving the Com-
missioner’s most serious consideration.

The explosion of cordite belonging to the Military Department in the fort
at Hyderabad on the 15th April 1908 caused much damage to house property
in the town, necessitating the payment of nearly a likh in compensation.

’_f’}_zar and Pdrkar District.

The Deputy Commissioner’s suggestion that the Deputy Collector, Thar
and Pidrkar, should submit a eeparate report for the Desert tilukis comwends
itself to the Commissioner. The old arrangement under which the Deputy
Collector worked as the Deputy Commissioner’s personal assistant lias ceased to
exist for some years now, and for all practical purposes the Deputy Collector now
holds charge of the tdluk4s like other sub-divisional officers. The Commissioner
considers that the suggestion should be carried out from next year. The question
of dispensing with the “ dual control,” referred to in the Nara Valley report and
in the Deputy Commissioner’s remarks thereon, has already been carefully
considered by the Commissioner, who has, in consultation with the Colonisation
Officer, arrived at much the same conclusions as those independently recorded
by the distriet officers. The outlines of a scheme, formulated by the Commis-
sioner in this sense, are now being worked out in detail by Messrs. Beyts and
Chatfield jointly.

Ldrkdna District.

There was no decrease in serious crime during the year. On the contrary,
the number of murders increased from 13 last year to 27 in the year under
report. But it is hoped that when the Police force is inmereased a marked
improvement will follow, The Ratodero tdluka appears specially to have been
the scene of highway robberies and thefts. The Colleotor’s suggestion to extend
the Sind Frontier Rezulation to the whole of this tdluka is impracticable. It is,
however, already applicable, as the Collestor has been informed, to the area
‘formerly comprised in the old Sujawal tdluka, including such villages of that
tiluka as now form part of the Ratodero tiluka.

Upper Sind Frontier District.

Mr. Ferrers alludes to the need for railway exiensions in the district. He
has not, however, succeeded in demonstrating that any such enterprise would be
remunerative; and until he ean do this, his recommendations are somewbat
premature. In only one case, and that of a line with which his district’ is only
in part concerned, does there as yet appear ground for confidence in this respect.
The ease referred to is that of the proposed Lirkédna-Kambar-Shahdadpur feeder,
which, having been fully discussed for a number of years, was suddenly dropped
a few years back, apparently on no other ground than that of the inability of
the Lirkdna District Local Board to finance it. The Commissioner is hopeful of
reviving this project.
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TR resorvrioN.—The conditions of the season were by no means uniform.
It was very favourable in Sind, where the inundation was generally good, most of
the canals worked well and the rainfall, save in one or two places, was sufficient
and timely. The crop outturn accordingly, both of Zharif and rabi, proved for
the most part excellenf, There occurred considerable increase of the area uader
cultivation, and consequently of the revenve demand; while the amount of
remiss‘ons which it was found necessarv {o grant was less by nearly Rs. 53 likhs
than the amount granted in the preceding ycar. _

In the DPresidency  proper, on the other hand, though there was
congderable variation over different areas in the character of {he monsoon,
gencrally speaking the rainfall was markedly deficient and unfavourably
distributed.” The coast districts suffer comparatively Iittle from a shortaze of
rain provided that what they get is seasonable. since their ordinary measure is
much in excess of what the crops grovn in them require. But in the year of
roport the rainfall in these districts was not only much in defect, but also to a
large estent capriciously distributed. Koldba and Xinara had for the most
part moderate crops, but in Ratndgiri the harvest was generally vary poor and’
in the Thina and Surat Districts the absence of rain at the critical time of
transplantation resulted, in greater or less degree, everywhere but especially
along the coast belt, in failure of the rice crops.

In the northern districts of Gujardt again, the season, thongh not a good
one, was on the whole appreciably better than that of 1904-05. The abnormal
downpour which occurred in July was followed by a long and injurious break
which lasted till the middle of September, and the rain that fell subsequently
was insuficient in quantity. The erops, both Akarif and rabdi, were in
consequence considerably Lelow the average in the majority of cases, rice being
throughout the whole tract practically ap entire failure. On the other hand,
the wheat erop was fair in certain areas, while not only was the outtura of .
cotton generally good, but the high prices obtained for it compensated very
largely for losses in other kinds of crops.

It was in the Dececan districts and over much of the Karndtak that the
full effecct of a scanty and unseasonable rainfall was felt. In Khdndlesh
though the crops were not satisfaetory, thera was nothing like failure and cotton
bere as in Gujardt realised high prices which made up in some measura for
deficient ontburn. But failure of crops was complete in four districts of the
Central Division and, of the Karndtak districts, in the eastern tilukas of -
Belgaum and throughout the whole of Bijipur. Over the rest of Belzaum, the
greater portion of Dhirwar, and in Nisik, conditions were not very much béttﬁr
In the last named district there was general scarcity, In Dhirwir asin the
North Gujarit distriots the rice crop failed altogether, and the outtura of other
kinds, save in two tdlukas, was on the averaze not moze than a quarter of the
ncrmal ; while.in belgaum the rabi foiled almost evervwhere and the valuation
of the Lkarif is calculated by the Commissioner to have rauged from a fourth
to somewhat less than half of the normal outturn. Sugarcane alone, tha ares
under whioh is of course comparatively small, did fairly well in this distriet.

Furthermore, the absence of moisture caused scarcity of folder over most

of the affected area, which, with the prevalence of rinderpest, resultei in
Rev 2876
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considerable loss of cattle; while owing to the high price of fodder, addel to
the loss of their erops, agriculturists were obliged to a larze extent to sell off
for what they would fetoh the less valuable of their animals.

2. In the Northern Division there were nowhere any signs of distress nor
were special measures found necessary beyond liberal suspensions and remis-
sions of land revenue in the rice tracts and granis of tagdi. More or less acute
scarcity, however, prevailed in the Deccan (except Khdndesh) and Karndtak,
where relief works were opened and gratuitous relief granted, and indirect
relie was given to a very large extent in the shape of suspensions and remis.
sions, tagil advances, grants for improvement of water-supply, free grazing in
forests and the importation of fodder forsale at cheap rates. In previous years
the tendency of the labouring classes to go far afield for work has been noticed as
a result of bad scasons and successive plague epidemics, This spirit of self-help
showed a remarkable development in this season of distress.when thousands of
labourers and even cultivators with their cattle emigrated from the affected
distriots to more favoured tracts, such as Khdndesh, the Berars, the Native
States of Hyderabad and Myscre, or to large labour centres like Bombay, The
latter city found room for an exceptionally larze supply of labour from the
districts of Koliba and Ratnigiri where the season was not good, the labourers
from Ratn4giri alone numbering 312,200 or 26°7 per cent. of the total popula-
tion of that district, This extensive exodus prevenfed the scarcity in the
Deccan districts from developing int» famine, and resulted in a considerablo
contraction of the demand for state relief. It is a noticeable feature of this
movement that even such wild people as the hill tribes of Akola, who could
formerly be persuaded with dificulty to leave their homes, went out in large
numbers at the first signs-of distress. The South African Immigration Act is
stated to have checked in some degree the usual movement towards South
Afriea of the trading and labouring classes from Gujarit and the Konkan, and
many of the old emigrants have wound up business there and returned to their
bomes. In Broach and Surat wany of the returning emigrants have invegted
their savings in land.

3. Successive years of plague and famine bave reduced {he local supply
of field labour in several districts, and emigration and industrial development
hava contributed to the same result, The easy term$ on which grants of land
are made on the woodland tenure in Théna and on the restricted tenure
throughout the Presidency have enabled many tenants and labourers to becoms
land-holders and this must bave a tendency to make non-cultivating land-holders
either lower their rents to attract tenants or pay high wages for hired labour.
Parts of Gujarit and Sind have to depend mainly on imported labour for the
conduct of agricultural operations. As.a result of these conditions the wages
of agricultural labour generally maintained their fairly high level during the
year in the Central and Southern Divisions, while in Sind and parts of Gujarit
the average rates were even higher than in the preceding year. The wages of
industrial labour, hoth skilled and unskilled, ruled high owing to the increasing
demand in miils in Bombay and Gujarat, in ginning factories in Khindesh and
on lirge railway and other works in Bombay. In Khdndesh notwithstanding
the extensive immigration the wages of unskilled labour rose by half. Many of

- the emigrants from the affected districts were thus enabled to save and remit
money for the support of those whom they had left behind. Some of the Deccan
cultivators who had emigrated to Khéndesh and the Berars brought back cotton
seed with them on their return, and large areas hitherto cultivated with cereals

. were placed under cotfon cultivation in theseason of 1906-07. Prices of food-
grains were very high throughout the Presidency, being in places as much as
twice the normal. The rise in the Northern Division and Sind was mainly due
to large exports to Northern India and to Mdrwdr and Cutch. These high
prices benefited the land-holders generally and in Sind also the karé who
receives a share of the produce as his wages,

4. Collections of land 1evenue and tagdi and other details connected
therewith bave been noticed in part I of the Land Revenuc Administration
report. A tendemcy towards organised obstruction to payment of
land revenue was again noticed in Broach, but not to the same extont as
in previous years and most of the revenue due for collection was realised. -
Elsewhere the timely application of section 148 of the Land Revenue Code was
generally found sufficient to induce recalcitrants to pay their dues. Leaving
out of accourt the affected tracts whero large advances ot tagdi were required to
help distressed caltivators, the rcports contain sufficient evidence that the
system of tagdi advances is gaining popularity both in the Presidency and in
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Sind. Cases of misappropriation occurred in a few districts, but the increased
supervision mow exercised over these transactions cught to greatly reduce the
number of such cases in future. : . ,

5. About 40,000 acres of land have already been given out under the
woodland scheme in Thdna., There was a substantial increase during the year
in the arca held on the restricted tenure, especially in Gujarit, Khdindesh,
Nisik and Sind, the totals at the end of the year being 52 likhs of acres in the
Presidency proper and 23 ldkhs in Sind. These figures, large asthey seem,
represent but a trifling fraction of the total area under occupation, and the
tenure is confined in the Presidency proper almost wholly to the backward
classes, such as the Bhils in Khdndesh and Panch Mahdls and the Kiliprij in
the rest of Gujarit. The figures given are exclusive of considerable areas given
out under the Jimrdo Colonization scheme in Sind and to Thékurs and
Kitkaries in Koldba, The more important provisions of the Deccan Agri- -
culturists’ Relief Act were extended during the year to the districts previously
unaffected by the Act. 1t is premature to dogmatise regarding the effect of the
extension. Omne resulf seems to be tho substitution of sales for mortgages. But
in so far as the former are fictitious, and many are so, the recent amendment in
the* Act will probably .result in the Courts declaring the transactions to be in
reality mortzages. It is not yet shown that, escept perhaps in Sind, the Act
has the effect of restricting credit—and even in Sind the Commissioner remarks
that any restriclion which has occurred in no way bampers agriculfural
operations. If the effect is to restrict improvident borrowing, the Act will nave
succeeded in the object for which it was framed.

6. The slow but steady prozress of education, especially among the lower
classes, is one of the most fatisfactory features of the time. It is probable that
the inereasing movement of labour about the country, consequent on a series of
bad seasons, is gradually teaching tbe labouring classes the advantage of a
certain amount of education if they are to get on in the world away from their
homes. Government note with special satisfaction the good results which are
attending the efforts of some Collectors to spread education among Bhils, Kolis
and other low castes; and they desire to record their opinion that in no direction
can the energies of a district officer be more usefully employed at the present
Juncture than in devisicy ways for the extension of primary edueation. There
is evidenco throughout these reports of & gradually increasing desire for
education on the part of the cultivating and labouring classes, #nd nothine
should be left undone {o fuster it in every way. There is no reason why spaciai
schools, like those for Bhils in Mdndvi tfluka (Surat) and Nandurbir, {West,
Khdndesh) and for Kolis in Mokh4da (Thdna) and Akola (Ahmednagar) should
not be multiplied in many directions. And the reported awakening of the
Mahomedan zamindirs of Sind to the advantages of education affords an
opportunity for successful endeavours in that province.

7. In the Northern Division and Sind and in Kbdndesh the relations
between superior holders and their tenants are reported ta be satisfactory, and
no difficulty has been experienced by the former in the recovery of ‘their
dues. The same cannot be said of other parts of the Presidency ; especially in
the distriots of Nisik, Poona and Sitdra Government regret to observe no sjen
of abatement in the feeling of bitterness between the indmdirs and their tenants
generally, which has been noficed before, or of improvement in the magter
of the recovery of the indmddrs’ dues.

8. The more important of the other special matters notjced i
Including the Record of Rights, have Iormedl.) the subjeet ofng:;fligtlenrg;fi'lzzer ¥E
1s satisfactory to note that in the opinion of the Commissioners and distriot
officers the Government farms at Dhulia, Dhirwir and Mirpur Khés and tlf
Training College Farm at Dhdrwdr are doing. useful work, The Aericult (i
Association in the latter district is also exerting itself commendablyg 4 inlf;ﬁ-

ducing implements of im d ifFusi i
o proved patterns and wiffusing practical seri
knowledge among cultivators. § Dractical agricultural

9. Notwithstanding interruptions caused by the slate of the season, the

tours of district oflicers were carried out with regularity and the routine

inspection performed was generally sutficient and satisfacto i caesti
made' })y the Commissioner, §. D., for the better dgl;os;llhilfs u?v%islfml?s
sub-dm.smnal ci.ﬁc_ers have the entire ccncurrence of Government, who would
be glaq if Commissioners would every year favour Government with ’observations
regarding the work of their officers, Axong subordinate revenue establishment
the work of Mimlatddrs and District Inspectors has been well reported on, Witsl:
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regard to tho work of Circle Inspectors opinions ,vary: but. they.are generally
favourable,  The Governor in Council much regrets to notice again the large
exfont to which fining of village officers is practised. So far as the statistics
furnished for the Central and Southern Divisions show, the number of pitils
fined varied from ‘93 per cent, in Koldba to 10 per cent. in Sholipur and that
of village accountants from 12 par cent. in Dhirwir to 30 per e2nt. in Sholipur,
In one Sub-Division of the latter distriot the percentace was as high as 52.
The number of taldtis fined in the Northern Division was 20'6 per ceat., and
in one district (Broach) the amounts of fine inflicted were as high as Rs, 10 in
individual cases. Government concur in the remarks made by the
Commissioners, N. and C. Divisions, on this subject. The proper course as has
already been dirccted (paragraph 7 of Government Resolution No. 8956, dated
18th September 1906) is to warn in writing and if in spiteof repeated warnings
habitual negligence and disregard of orders continue, to dismiss. Severs
fining of men of small pay merely tempts to recoupment from iilicit sources;
light fines are of no more use than warnings.

10. On the whole it may be said that though the season was generally
unfavourable and serious failure of crops occurred in some parts, the year exhibits
several features of promise from an economic point of view, Ths increasing
mobiliiy of labour which is referred to by almost every officer as the result of the
recent lamentable series of bad seasons, indicatos a sturdier feeling of self-reliance
among both the cultivating and the labouring classes and must hereattor prove
of immense advantage in the industrial development of the country, 7The rise
in the rates of wages in most paris of the Presidency in spite of the
urfavourable ssason ean only be taken as evidence both of the prosperity of
the working classes and of the progress of trade and industries in the country,
and the gradual extension of primary edueation is a healthy sign of the moral
advance of the people. ' '

. M. E. NARIMAN,
Acting Under Secretary to Government.

To

The Commissioner in Sind,
The Commissioner, N. D.,
The Commissioner, C. D,,
The Commissioner, S. D., f
All Collectors, including the Collectors and Deputy Commissioners in Sind,
‘he Colonization Officer, Jamrdo Canral,
The Settlement Commissioner and Director of Land Records,
The Director of Agriculture and of Co-operative Credit Societies,
The Registrar of Co-operative Cradit Societies,
'The Director of Public Instruection,
The Accountant General,
The Educational Department of the Secratariat,
The General Department of the Secretariat,
The Political Department of the Secretariat,
The Judicial Department of the Secretariat,
The Public Works Department of the Secratariat,
The Financial Department of the Secretariat,
The Government of India, y By letter.
- The Under Secretary of State for India, } y lewer.



