


DUKE· UNIYERSITY· PUBLICATIONS 

A PIONEER TOBACCO MERCHANT 
IN THE ORIENT 

23UAR19~ 



China India 

One Cash One Anna 

/ 

Ten Cash 
EARLY BRANDS OF CIGARETTES AND COINS 

THAT PURCHASED THEM (Pp. 32-36, 240) 



A PIONEER TOBACCO 
MERCHANT IN 

THE ORIENT 

BY 

JAMES A. THOMAS 

DUKE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
DUllHAM, NOR.TH CAR.OUNA 

1928 



COPYRIGHT, 1928 

BY 

DUKE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

THE SEDlAR .RUI 

DURBAII. R'. Co 



This Book ;s 
Affectionately Dedicated 

to 
My WIFE 

DOROTHY QUINCY READ THOMAS 



CONTENTS 
CHAJ'TEIl 'PAGE 

I. I ENTEll THE TOBACCO BUSINESS 3 

II. MY PROBLEM IN CHINA 25 

III. JAMES B. DUKE AND THE TOBACCO 
BUSINESS IN THE FAR EAST 38 

IV. SELLING CIGARETTES IN THE EAST 64 

V. CHINESE BUSINESS METHODS 107 

VI. CHINESE SOCIAL CUSTOMS 131 

VII. SOME CHINESE CHARACTERS 169 

VIII. SOME CHINESE CITIES AND TOWNS 207 

IX. IN SOUTHEllN ASIA 227 

X. ISLANDS AND INCIDENTS 249 

XI. WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS 282 

XII. CONDITIONS AND PROBLEMS IN 
THE ORIENT 311 

INDEX 333 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

EARLY BRANDS AND COINS THAT 
PURCHASED THEM 

JAMES B. DUKE (c. 1897) 

WATER PIPES 

EXPERIMENTAL TOBACCO FIELD 

SMOKING CIGARETTES 

MR. CHEANG PARK CHEW 

NOTE OF THE CHINESE-AMERICAN BANK 
OF COMMERCE 

ON THE ROAD WITH CIGARETTES 

"JIM" 

YUAN SHIH KAI MEMORIAL DOLLAR 

WITH WALLS AND WITHOUT: PEKING 
AND SHANGHAI 

FISHING WITH CORMORANTS 

PAca 

J8 

46 

58 

10~ 

128 

160 

170 

206 

214 

224 



INDEX 
Adam', Peak, 256 
Advertising, plug tobacco, 

11 if.; cigarettes, 78; reg
ulation of, 161 

Agra, 245 
Alfalfa, introduced into 

China, 45 
Allen, Mr. George G., 309 f. 
American Tobacco Com-

pany, 9, 24, 37, 59, 284 
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Anhwei Province, 225 f. 
Antung, 207 
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China, 93 f. 

Bryan, W. J., 47 
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if., 283 if. 
Burma, 235 if. 
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California, 8 if. 
Cape Town, 100 
Cave Temple, 192 if. 
Cawnpore, 245 
Cedarcrantz, Mr., 249 
Celebes, 254 
Censorship in Japanese 
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Central China Famine Re
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Bengal, 244 f. 
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Bhamo, 236 
Bombay, 242 
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British American Tobacco 

Company, organization of, 
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Chdoo, 207, 319 
Chekiang Province, 315 
Chentow, 126 
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China, size and population, 
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42; growth of tobacco in, 
43; loan to, 47; revenues 
of, 48; training labor in, 
50; merchants in, 107if.; 
social clubs in, 113; rail-
roads in, 117 if.; banking 
in, 122 if.; use of ma
chinery in, 128 if.: social 
cUstoms in, 131 if.: edu
cation in, 131 if. : lan
guage in, 132: silk pro-
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duction in, 142; missiona
ries in, 143 if.; foreign 
property in, 145; Ameri
can influence in, 147; 
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service in, 162 f.; com
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190 f.; peanuts and sweet 
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Chinese business methods. 
107 ff. 
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Chinese cities and towns, 
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Chinese Eastern Railroad, 

329 f. 
Chinese Famine Relief Com-

mittee,167 
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Chinese language, 132 if. 
Chinese rugs, 141 
Chinese University at Nan-

king, 131 
Chinkiang, Z07 
Chinwangtao, 118 
Chungking, consul at, 101; 

treaty port, 121 
Cigarettes, at Centennial, 7; 

made in Durham, 8; prob
lem of sale in China, 
32 if.; manufactured in 
China, 41 if.; volume of 

Eastern sale, 42; selling" 
in Orient, 64 if.; in Ko
rea, 71; introduction of, 
78; transportation by 
camel, 186; introduction 
of to Siam, 227 f.; in 
Shan States, 237; in In
dia,238if. 

Cities and towns, Chinese, 
207 if. 

Clubs, problem of in China, 
113 

Cobbs, Thomas Flournoy, 
87 ff., 102 

Colombo, Ceylon, 257 ff. 
Commercial Cable laid, 146 
Conditions and problems in 

Orient, 311 if. 
Confucianism in China, 136 
Continental Tobacco Com

pany,9 
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of in China, 128 f. ; manu
facture of, 316 f. 

Credit, in China, 125 if. 

Darjeeling, 241 
Delhi, 245 
Dewey, Admiral George, 

282 f. 
Dragon, Festival, 109 
Duke, Angier B., 27Z 
Duke, Benjamin N., 39, 57, 

270,272 if. 
Duke, James B., impression 
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manner of, 39; interest in 
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tobacco planters, 40; and 
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China, 44; and Chinese 
revenues, 47 ff.; methods 
of, 53 ff.; essay on, 56; 
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ish-American T 0 b ace 0 

Company, 59; advises 
author, 269 f.; develops 
water power, 287 

Duke, Washington, 4, 57 
Dutch East Indies, 254 ff. 

Eastern Provinces, 328 f. 
Eastman', National ·Busi-

ness College, 6 
Education, former type in 

China, 131 ff.; need of in 
China, 140 ff. 

Egan, Mrs. Martin, 167 
Elephants, use of in Siam, 

227 ff.; white, 231; in 
Burma, 235 

Empress of China, disap
proves railroads, 118 

Eufort,297 
Extra-territoriality, ques-

tion of in China, 208 ff., 
321 

Famine, relief of, 163 ff. 
Federal Reserve Banking 

Act, 124 
Flood relief, 163 ff. 
Flowers, Jolm M., 272 
Foreigners in China, 139 f. 
Foreign property in China, 

145 

Formosa, 3Z4 
Francis Ferdinand, Arch

duke, 295 
Funston, General Frederick, 

285 f. 
Fu Shien Dien, 214 ff. 

Germany and Samoa, 249 ff. 
Gobi Desert, telegraph 

through, 182 ff.; transpor
tation across, 188 ff. 

Grant, murdered Briton, 
183 ff. 

Grant, U. S., 194. 202, 204 
Graves, Bishop, 163 f. 
Grey, Sir George, 238 

Halle, 299 
Hangchow, 218 
Hankow, 121, 126, 207 
Harbin, 126, 214 
Hayward, Captain, 250 
Henson, Howland, 4 
Hillsboro, N. C., 3 
Himalaya Mountains, 256 
Holidays. in China. 108 
Hong Kong. Z57 ff. 
Hongku.207 
Honolulu, 252 
Hookahs, 246 
Hwai River, flood of. 163 
Hwang Ho River, 118 

India. visited by author, 
237 ff. ; British rule in, 
239; coins in. 240 ; cli
mate in. 241; business 
customs in, 241 ff.; for-
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ests in, 246; temples of, 
245; plague in, 246 

Indigo, 278 
Islands and Incidents, 249 if. 

Japan, and loan to China, 
47; objects to duties on 
tobacco, 49; introduction 
of pound cake in, 274; 
and World War, 319 if.; 
and China, 320 if.; and 
United States 323 f.; and 
Russia, 3Z4 f. ; earthquake 
in, 325 

Java, 254 
Jim, Chinese interpreter, 

169 if. 
Johannesburg, 99 f. 
Jute, 244 

Kalgan, 76, 183, 185, 187, 
189 

Kandy,256 
Kansu Province, isolation 

of, 76; growth of licorice 
in, 76 

Kerin, 328 f. 
Kiangsu Province, 219, 224 
Kinkiang, 207 
Kipling, Rudyard, 235 
Kissingen, 295 if. 
Kong, Chinese bed, 173 
Korea, visited by author, 69 

Labor, training of, 50 
Lanchowfu, 76 

Lebsic, naval vessel, 251 
Leningrad, 29S 
Liang Shih Yi, 167 
Licorice, grown in China, 

76 f. 
Liggett and Myers Tobacco 

Company, 9 
Li Hung Chang, 225 f. 
Lincoln, Abraham, 194 
Loan to China, 46 f. 
Locomotives, sale in China, 

200 
Lucknow, 245 
Luna, General, 286 

Machinery, use of in China, 
128 if. 

Magistrates in rural China, 
158 

Malabar Hill, 242 
Malay, 232 if. 
Manchuria, robbers in, 175; 

emigration to, 215; 328 f. 
Manila, 261 
Manila Bay, battle of, 283 
Mariposa, ship, 250 if. 
Marriage customs in China, 

150 if. 
McKinley, President Wil-

liam, Z29 
Merchants in China, 107 if. 
Midway Islands, Z88 
Missionaries, relief of, 

71 f.; work of in China, 
143 if.; in Siam, 229 • 

Mixed Court at Shanghai, 
321 f. Lawsonville, N. C., 3, 4, S 

Leary, Captain, 252 f. 1.1010105, 285 
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Mongolia, emigration to, 

215: 328 f. 
Mongolians, 190 fl. 
Motley, Wright and Com

pany, 9 

Nanking, 224; university at, 
131 

Napaul, 277 
Nationalist Movement in 

China, 330 f. 
Newchang, 207, 292 f. 
Newsboys in Australia, 279 
New Year in China, 108 f. 
Nuwara Eliya, 256 

Oberhof, 298 

Parsees, 242 
Peanuts, in China, 195 fl. 
Peking, bank in, 126: west 

gate of, 191 
Perry, Admiral, 274 
Postal system in China, 163 
Potsdam, 299 
Pound cake, in Japan, 274 
Powers, loan of to China, 46 

Queenstown, 263 

Railroads, accounting for in 
China, 177 f. ; introduc
tion into China, 118; 
profitable investments, 
119 

Ramie (rhea), used in Ko
rea, 70; growth of, 7S 

Rangoon, 236, 239 

Reidsville, N. C., S 
Religion in China, 136 
Robbers in China, 172 fl. 
Roosevelt, Theodore, ap-

points consul, 101; known 
in China, 194; inaugura
tion of, 272 f. 

Rugs, Chinese, 141 
Russo-Japanese War, inci

dent in, 170 fl.; 286 fl. 

Salt, packing for retail, 29 
Samoan Islands, 249 fl. 
Santiago, battle of, 282 
Saratoga Springs, 269 
Saturday Evening Post, 167 
Schools built in Shantung, 

66 fl. 
Sewing machine, thread for. 

30ff. 
S hangha i, automobiles 

brought to, 94 ; railroad 
from, 118; bank in, 126; 
concessions in, 207 fl. ; 
Mixed Court at, 321 f. 

Shansi bankers, 122 fl. 
Shan States, 236 
Shantung problem, 319 fl. 
Shantung Province, school 

built in, 66 fl.; famine in, 
166; immigration from. 
215 

Siam, 2Zl fl. 
Sianfu, 71 f. 
Siberia, 327 f. 
Silk production in China. 

142 
Singapore, 258 
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Slang in China, 134 ff. 
Social customs in China, 

131 ff. . 
Soochow, 223 f. 
South Manchuria Railroad, 

329 f. 
Spanish American War, 

282 ff. 
Steel manufacturing in 

China, 114 
Stevenson, Robert Louis, 

249 f. 
St. Petersburg. See Lenin

grad 
Street sprinkling in China, 

129 
Suguri,277 
Sumatra, 254 
Sun Yat Sen, 201 ff. 
Sweet potatoes in China, 

195 ff. 
Szechwan Province, re

sources of, 73 fr.; need of 
railroads in, 122 

Tahku Lake, 219 
Tai Yuan Fu, 7Z 
Taj Mahal, 245 
Taoism in China, 136 
Tasmania, 256 
Teakwood, 228 f. 
Tein, Mr., 66 f. 
Tibet, 276 
Tientsin, railroad to, 118; 

bank in, 126; treaty port, 
207; wall razed, 213 f. 

Thomas, Cornelia Jones, 3 
Thomas, Henry Evans, 3 

Thomas, James A., birth of, 
5; ~arly Ii fe of, 5 ff; visits 
Centennial, 7; travels 
abroad, 8; to Cali fornia, 
8 fr.; in Australia and 
New Zealand, 9; with 
Liggett and Myers, 9; 
sent to the East, 23 f. ; his 
problem in China, 25 fr.; 
early theories of merchan
dising, 29 fr.; calls on ]. 
B. Duke, 35, 38; returns 
to East, 36; builds fac
tories in China, 41 ff.; 
and organization of the 
British-American Tobacco 
Company, 59 fr.; assists in 
huilding school, 66 ff.; in 
Korea, 69; helps relieve 
missionaries, 71; in Cal
cutta, 83 fr.; at Christmas 
dinner, 91 fr.; organizes 
Chinese American Bank 
of Commerce, 126 f.; as
sists in famine relief, 163 
fr.; member Chinese Red 
Cross, 166; order of Gol
den Harvest, 184; re
ceived by Chinese Pre
mier, 198 fr.; meets Sun 
Yat Sen, 201; visits Yuan 
Shih Kai 202 ff.; in Siam, 
227 ff.; in Malay, 232 fr.; 
in Burma, 235; father 
dies, 236; in India, 237 
fr.; visits Samoan Islands, 
249 ff.; in Dutch East In
dies, 254 fr. ; experience 
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with crook, 257 fl.; has 
malaria, 208 fl.; attends 
inauguration, 272 f.; en
tertains newsboys, 279 fl. ; 
in war times, 282 fl.; in 
Russia, 294; in Germany, 
295 fl. 

Thomas, James A., uncle of 
author, 4 

'Thomas, John Wesley, 3 
Tobacco, early sale of, 3 f.; 

marketing of plug, 11 fl.; 
early use in China, Z6; 
grown in China, 43 fl. 

Tower of Silence, 242 
Travel to East, increase of, 

146 fl. 
Trinity College, mentioned, 

4 
Tsinan, bank in, 126 
Tsingtao, 46, 294 
Tsushima Straits, 289 
Turkey Cock Creek, 87 
Tutuila Straits, 250 
Typhoon at Samoa,. 250 

United States, concessions 
in China, 207 fl. 

Urga, 182, 185, 188 f. 

Vancouver, 261 
Vandalia, naval vessel, 251 
Victoria, queen of England, 

256 

Walled towns, conditions 

Wars and Rumors of Wars, 
282 fl. 

)Varsaw, 295 
Washington, D. C., 6 
Washington, George, 194 
W. Duke Sons and Com-

pany, 8 
Wedding of employees, 103 

fl. 
Women, changing dress of 

in China, 149 f. 
Women's dress in China, 

149 
Woosung, 118 
World War, the, and China, 

133 fl.; 294 fl. 
Wormer, Mr. Leo F., 297 f. 
Wuhu,225 
Wushi, 219 fl. 
Wu Ting Fang, 163 E. 
Wylie, Dr. W. Gill, 270 fl., 

287 

Yangtse River, 74 E., 121 
Yellow River, 74 E. 
Yokohama, 274, 289 
Younghusband, General,276 
Young Men's Christian As-

sociation in China, 144 
Young Women's Christian 

Association in China, 144, 
149 

Yuan Shih Kai, 202 ff. 
Yunan Province, 237 

in, 213 ff. Zamibar, consul in, 101 f. 
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