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PREFACE

ATURALLY, I like to dedicate this little book

to my many friends in the United States, and I

can only wish it might be taken as some return

for the pleasure their charm and intellectual sympathy

have given me. It is but a collection of short essays written

from time to time during the last fifteen or twenty years,

as occasion suggested. But the essays do truly represent

thoughts and observations gathered in the course of a

varied and active life, which may now, unfortunately, be
called long.

There was an old Greek who boasted that all his life he
had followed War and the Muses. For more than thirty
years I too have followed and studied War, but no love of
adventure or exercise of any military faculty I possess has
ever blinded me to War’s inevitable abomination. From
childhood I have followed the Muses with passionate wor-
ship as the revealers of hidden realities in Nature and
human Life. But Nature and human Life have been more
to me than the highest imaginations of the Muses them-
selves, and a fulness of Life, transfused with a poignant
delight in Nature, has been my reward.

H. W.N.
London, 1920.
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