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GLOSSARY 

ACROPOLIs.~(G,.=high cit,.,. The citadel or highest part of a 
Greek city, usually situated on an eminence commanding 
the rest of the town. 

ANT.IE.-Pilasters terminating the side walls of a classic building. 
APsE.-The termination of a building, circular, multangular 
· or semi-circular in plan, with a domical or vaulted roof. 
· . The tJrm was first applied to a Roman basilica. 

. ABcIIITRlvE.-The beam or lowest division of the entablature, 
which,~ t;.mediatelY on the column. 

AS~-Square stonework in reg"war courses, in contra-
• distinction to rubble work. . 

ATIANTEs.-Sculptured figures of men used in place of columns 
· 01' plfasters, supporting or seeming to support a mass above 

them. Female figures used for the sa'Dle purpose are known 
as Caryatides. 

BALUSTER.~A small pillar supporting li""handrail or coping. 
the whole being called a balustrade. .. 

BARBICAN.-An outwork intended to defend the entra.nce to a 
caStle or fortified town. 

BODmSATTVA._-See page 39. footnote 2. 
CA.NTlIA.Bus:.-A two-handled drinking cupr Greek pattern. 

. CAVETTO.-A small concave moulding. 
CoPING.-The capping of a ",all or balustrade. 
CoRBEL.-A block projecting from a wall to lilupport a superin. 

cumbent weight. 
CoBNICE.-In Greek architecture. the highest part of the enta

blature ~ting on the frieztf; any moulded llroiection which 
121 



122 GLOSSARY 

crowns the part to which it is affixed. llaking cornice~ 
a cornice inclining from the horizontaf. 

CYMA.-A moulding of which the profile Cis a double curve, 
concave and convex. Oyma Recta, in whiclJ. the concavlt 
curve surmounts the convex; cyma ".eversa, in which thlt 
convex surmounts the concave. -

DADo.-The lower part of a wall, when decorated separately. 
DENTIL.-Tooth-like ornamental blocks in Ionic and Corinthian 

cornices. _ 

DUl'ER.-A small pattern repeated continuously over a will 
surface., Diaper ma80MlI, a. Iistinctive kind·of masonry: 
ill~strated on Pla.te V. • . 

EN CABUCHoN.-In the form of a carbuncle, i.e., with a eonvex: 
upper surface. in contradistinction to that of a garnetr 
which is facetted. 

EFrABLA.'~t1B;m;-In classical archite~ure, that portion of .. 
-structure. which is ,supported by the, eolumns.tand oon· 
sists of the architrave, frieze and cornice., l 

ENT~SIS.-A ,slight swellin$ in the ~ha.ft of a col~ • • ' 
FILLET.-A small flat moulding having thil'"'apjiearance of .. 

narrow: band, generally used to separate curvilinear mould· ' 
ings. • 

FBIEZE.-That part of ~e entablature which iii be1J\-een th& 
architrave and cQrnice, usually enriched with figures or 
other ornaments. 

FBONTALITY.-A term &ppliedto archaic statues'lwhich ara 
so rigidly and formally fashioned, that an imagmary planlt 
drawn through the top of the head, nose, backbone, breast. 
bone and navel, divides the figure into two perfectly sym. 
met . alves. 

GLYl'TIc.-Per ~ng to: the art of engraving. 
INTAOLIo.-An en aved figure sunk into the face of a gem ~ 

.. the reverse of cameo, which is in reliet 
JITAXA~ TBE.-A Pali .work conttining 550 stories about the 

'previous births of Gautama Buddha, who.. according to 
the Buddhist belief, had been born 'in all,c~ted forms, 
as man, god and animal, before he appeared on earth &8 
the son of ~uddhodana;' - . 



GLOSSARY 123 

KAii'JuB.-The 10Cl\1 na.me of a soft limestone. 
KHAXOSHTHL-A script derived from Aramaic; it was in vogue

in the North-V\1lst of India between B.C. 300 and 400 A.D. 
MAul.BHARATj,_-The great Sanskrit Epic of India, the theme

of which is the _arbetween the sons of Kuru and the 
sons of Pandu. It oon!ists of 18 books and is oommon19" 
attributed to the sage Vyisa. 

NANDIPADA.-~ Footprint of Nandi: a device frequently found 
on anci~nt coins and supposed to represent the footprint 

• of a bull. • 
OGEE.-A moulding or arch41 of which the curve resembles the-

cyma reversa (q.v.). . , 
PEDDbNT.-The triangular termination of the roof of a classiC' 

temple; in Gothic arChitecture called the" gable." 
PERIPTERAL.-An edifice surrounded by a. range of columns_ 
PEXISTYLE.-A range of columns surroundiI).g a court or temple. 
"PrLA.STEBJ-A square pillar projecting from a wall. . 
l'RADAKSHD.fA.-A ceremonial act performed by walking round 

a sWip~r sacred edifice from left to right. 
'PRAKB.IT.-The vernacular dialect of ancient India. The vari

ous forms of Prakrit are closely allied to literary Sa~krit. 
P~s'-J. Greek jewel box. 
REpoussi.-A style of ornamentation in metal, raised in relief 

by hammering from behind. • 
RIDGE-XOOF.-A raised or peaked roof. 
Rocooo.-1 debased variety of ornament, in which the decora 

tive devices lack good taste and meaning. 
SATi.-(Skr.). A widow who immolates herself o~e funeral 

pyre of her husband. 
SATRA,J.>.-(K8hatrapa) ~iceroy or Gov~rnor ¥province. The-

title was originally a Persian one. I ' 
SCOTIA.-A concave moulding used principally in the base~ 
, of columns and walls •• 
SOFFIT.-The underside of any architectural member. 
STEATITB.-A stone commonly known as soap-stone. 
STl1PA.-See P. 35. footnote 1. 
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124 GLOSSARY 

TOBA~A.-A gateway of 'Indian design •. ,Sill p. 29, footnote I~ 
TOBus.-::--A. convex moulding usedprincip'WlY in the bases of 

cotu~s. . 
TBIBATNl..-(Skr.) • Three jewels.' A tri~ent-lik3 device used 

'\.... to sym,bolise the trinity of Budd~s~. See p. 41, footnote 1. 
lJNIFACY:L.-A term used of arc~ail1 statuary in the round 

which is conceived by the sculptor in one. aspect only, 
. jn contradistinction to theplurifacial statuary of develpped 

art, which is conc~ived simultaneously in· all its aspect~ 
i.e., in.its three dimensions.·., .,., , 

: ,.. . . ... 
USH~i!illA.-See p. 44, footnote I.· ~ " 
VAruP~I.-(Skr.) 'Beare" of the thunderbolt.' An 1I.~~ant 

~n the ;Buddha, whose identity is uncertain. ~' .J 
~SHN.U :-~A~A.-One of the 1$ Pura~as, which deAt with 

:" creation, with the genealogies of gods and patriarchs and 
with ·the. dynasties of kings. The .dynasti:t>.. history 
giv\lll in .the V...,kt/-u pura,~ extends to the ri, of the 
Imperi~I.Guptas in th~. 4th century A.D. • 

'VOLtJTE.~The scroll or s.pil~~ Ionic and c~ capitals. 


