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PREFACE 

I have written this book not without serious misgiving. 
About two years ago I wrote a short account of the trade 
depression in Urdu for the benefit of the business community. 
The busines, community comple~ely ignored the book. This is 

my secqnd attempt to draw the attention of the Indian public 
td vital problems arising out of th,e crisis, which affect ~ll of 
us, whatever our faith, and which -require a solution. The 
English reading public in India is' mIcroscopically small-it 
consists largely of. Unive~ity students who, under the guidance 
of examiners, ~ake more interest.. in ancient things like 
JamJupat and the origin of the caste system than in what is 

happening around them. As for the rest •. they find the 
Communal Award and such ~es as 'Music before Mosques' 
,or 'Azan and Arti' more exciting than the disruption of old 
economic systems and the birth of new. 

I am glad to take this opportunity ot thanking Prof. 
Chiranjiva Lal Mathur of the Dyat Singh College, Lahore, 
and Prof. Krishn Datta of the Hailey College of Commerce, 
Lahore, for kindly reading a great part of the manuscript and 
criticising it. 

Lahore 
Sept. 9, 1934 
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APPENDIX 389 

The identification of Krishna-Vishnu with Brahman. 
according to Garbe. took place gradually. In the beginning 
Shri Krishna was simply the founder of a sect. The first 
period in the history of the Bhagwata religion came to a close 
about 300 years before Christ. This period saw the develop
ment of monotheism, the strengthening of the religious feel
ing through bhllkti. and the transformation of the founder 
of the religion into God.1I 

In the second period began the assimilation of the new 
sect by Brahminism. This cannot have proceeded without 
difficulty, as Shri Krishna's views regarding the authority of 
the Vedas and sacrifice were not those of the Brahmins. But 
Shri Krishna was already worshipped as God by a growing sect, 
and the Brahmins, who were then engaged in fighting Bud
dhism, thought it prudent to recognise him as the avatar of 
Vishnu. In the Gita Arjuna refers to Shri Krishna as Vishnu 
in XI, 3, 24, and in X, 21 the Lord declares that of Adityas 
He is Vishnu. When Megasthenes visited India (302 B.C.) 
Shri Krishna and Vishnu had become one. The second period 
in the history of the Bhagwata religion extends from about 
300 B.C. to the beginning of the Christian era. Garbe believes 
that the original Gita (without pantheistic interpolations) 
was composed in this period. 

The third period, which began with the Christian era 
and lasted till the middle of the 11th century, saw the trans
formation of the personal God Krishna-Vishnu into the im
personal Brahman. uThere remain preserved, however," adds 
Garbe, uin spite of the Vedantic interpretation of Krishnaism, 
the old Samkhya-Yoga elements. The Bhagawad. Gita was 
re-written in the earlier part of this period".· 

It is natural that Garbe should not regard the Gita as a 
work of art, or the product of creative genius. It is to him 

• Garbe. pp. 4f-fO. 
I "Vene. from the Upanishads have been reproduced word for word in 

the Bhagwad GIt&, wluch DO truly inspired Prose would have done". Garbe. p. 16. 
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a work prepared to propagate certain religious and philoso
phical doctrines.7 

Garbe's views have found little acceptance among more 
recent writers. Hill calls his criticism 'drastic and superfi
cial' and endeavours to prove that 'the poem is less a medley 
than a reconciliation of beliefs'.8 The 'inconsistencies' are 
more apparent than real, and are due to 'a misapprehension 
of their significance'. Lamotte shows that most of the verses 
which Garbe excludes as interpolations 'suitably occupy their 
place in the context, and fit in perfectly with the doctrines 
developed elsewhere in the poem'.9 Lamotte accepts the Gita 
as a homogeneous work, and is convinced of its unity of com
position. He rejects Garbe's chronology of religious senti
ments. 

Most of us will be inclined to agree With Hill and Lamotte 
in regarding the Gita as a homogeneous work. And yet 
theism and pantheism are mutually irreconcilable. They le
present two essentially different conceptions of the relation 
of God to the universe. God cannot both be personal and 
impersonal. A personal God loves and is loved; He is the 
source of the Moral Law; He is good, intelligent and for
giving. The impersonal God of pantheism is completely 
identified with Natural Laws, which possess neither intelli
gence nor any moral significance. 

IMPERSONAL GOD OF THE GJTA 

Let us consider the Impersonal God of the Bhagwad 
Gita. He is imperishable and eternal (XI, 18), unborn and 
immutable (IV, 6) all-pervading (VI, 30) and unmanife.>t 
(VIII, 21) • In the 11 th Adhyaya the Lord shows His Vishv
rupa to Arjuna. Arjuna saw concentrated in the body of 

• Garbe, p. 18. 
o Tbe Bbllg1Qlltl Gil. by W. Douglas P. lUll (Oxford Univenity Pras. 

1928). p IS 
• Notes s", ,. Bbllg1Q.tl Gil. by Euenne Lamotte (Paul Guethner, Faris. 

1929) p. 8. 
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the Lord the whole universe (XI, 13). The Lord had many 
arms, bellies, mouths and eyes (XI, 16), thighs and feet (XI, 
23). He filled the earth, Heaven and the inter-spaces of 
Heaven and earth. Arjuna saw him licking up all the worlds 
around, devouring them with flaming mouths (XI, 30). 
According to this view, God is not something apart from the 
universe. He is the universe itself. He embodies in His own 
person the laws of birth and growth, as well as those of decay. 
dissolution and death. 

The conception of God as the All or the universe is not 
easy. How can a person have every where hands and feet 
eyes, heads and mouths? How can a person be all-hearing, 
and how can he dwell in the world enveloping all (XllI, 13)? 
In this sense the Lord is incomprehensible--mam tu 'lied nil 
luzshchana (no one ,knows me, VII, 26). He who is every
where is necessarily achintya. (unthinkable, XII, 3), of 
achintyaTupa. or of inconceivable form (VIII, 9). 

UPANISHADS 

We next turn to the Upanishads. Deussen calls the 
Svetasvatara the leading example of the theistic teaching of 
the Upanishads,10 but idealism and pantheism exist side by 
side even in this Upanishad. "Hence it follows," says Deus
sen, .. that Svetasvatara is a work brimful of contradic
tions".l1 

The impersonal nature of the Brahman of the Upanishads 
may be illustrated by a few examples. 

(a) The symbols used for Brahman are prana. vayu and 
akasha. Prana is the breath of life pervading both the human 
body and the entire universe. Brahman is ak.ilsavtZt sa11lgtl
tllshcha nitya (omnipresent like space and eternal).u 
Brihadaranyaluz S. 1. 1. says: 'Om! the firmament is Brah
man, the permanent air-filled firmament' (Om kham Brahmtl. 

10 Philosophy ollh, Up.nJsh.Js by Deussen, p. 177. 
u Ib,J, p. 178. 
"lb,J, P. 112. 
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kham puranam, vayuram kham). God as a P~rson is not 
conceived as breath, air or firmament. 

(b) Brahman is Being and Not-Being (sat and asat), 
Reality and not-Reality (sat yam and asatyam) • Similarly 
in the Bhagwad Gita the Lord says: "Being and Not Being 
am I, 0 Arjuna' (IX, 19, XI, 37 and XIII, 12) Brahman, 
conceived thus, is indefinable. It is neither thick nor thin, 
neither short nor long, neither red (like fire) nor fluid (like 
water), neither shadowy nor dark, neither wind nor ether 
(space), not adhesive (like gum), without taste or smell, 
without eye or ear, without speech, without understanding 
(amana), without vital force and without breath, without 
mouth or size, without inner or outer; never consuming any
thing nor consumed by any (Brihad, 3. 8. 8.). Neti, net; 
(it is not so, it is not so) expresses the impossibility of know
ing Brahman. 

Like the Vedantist the Sufi exclaims: 

An zaman ko ra 'ayan jo; nihan 
Van zaman ko ra nihan jo; 'ayan 
Gar 'ayan jo; nihan angeh buad 
Van nihan jo; 'ayan angeh buad. 

How can one describe in words such an elusive being? 
The best course to follow, therefore, is silence:-

Chun mago chun Jar isharat naydat 
Dam mazan chun dar 'ibarat nayadat 
NII'ibarat me pazirad ne bayan 
Na kase zan 'ilm darad ne bayan 

(Attar, Mantaq-ut-Tair) 

When Vashkali said to Bhava: "Teach me, most reverent 
sir, the nature of Brahman,' Bhava remained silent. But 
when the question was put for the second or third time he 
answered: "I teach you indeed, but you do no understand; 
the Atman is silence'. A beautiful story, which emphasizes 
the unknowableness of Brahman.13 

,. Dnusen, loc. CIt. p. IS 6. 
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(e) The complete identification of God with the uni
verse is taught in Brihad. 1. 4. 7. which declares that the 
Atman has entered into the universe cup to the finger-nails 
(a nakhagrebhya), as a razor is hidden in its sheath, or the 
all-sustaining fire in the fire-preserving (wood) '. Another 
illustration used to bring out the same idea is that of salt 
dissolved in water (Brihad 2. 4. 12.). It would be easy to 
multiply such instances. 

From pantheism to idealism is but a step. The great 
Maulana Rum says: 

Jumla m'ashuq ast 0 'ashaq parda-e, 
Zinda m'ashuq ast 0 'ashaq murda-e. 

This is the famous doctrine of lIahdat-ul-lIajud or hama 
od which does not find favour with the orthodox Mussalman. 
There is little difference between hama ost and VasuJella sar
t//lm or idttm sarllam Brahma of Vedanta. 

Science supports idealistic philosophy. If we are govern
ed by laws, and not by the fiat of a Personal God, every 
thing is pre-determined by the relation of cause and effect 
(Determinism). The illusion of freedom is preserved, but 
it is an illusion. Things and events, which we take to be real, 
are not more real than things and events on the screen. 

Jehan ra nest hast; juz maja~i 
Sarasll1' kar-i-o lew ast 0 bazi. 

(Gulshan-i-raz) 

We are told in the Bhagwad Gita that cThe Lord, by His 
maya, causes all things to revolve, as if set on a machine' 
(XVIII, 61). Science calls this machine causality. The 
Gita again declares: uAll actions are wrought by Prakirti's 
gunas, but the Self deluded by ahamkara thinketh CI am 
the doer' "-words of infinite wisdom. The message 
of modern science is summarised in this single verse though 
it was composed about 2,000 years ago. 

The existence of the crudest theism in our sacred books 
side by side with the highest idealism can only be explained 
by supposing that our ancient teachers thought that everyone 
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was incapable of understanding Truth and Reality. The f'e
suIt of this has been that the intellectual level of our masses 
has not only not risen but is probably lower to-day than two 
or three thousand years ago. The message of science is for 
all. It is the message of the Rishis; the only difference is 
that, being founded on observation and experiment, it car
ries its verification with it. And this message creates unity, 
instead of disunity and discord created by common religion. 
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