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MEMORANDUM 
0]/ THB SEBVICBS 0]/ 

CAPTAIN, NOW 

MAJOR GEORGE BALFOU& 
MADRAS ARTILLERY, 

~c. ~c. ~c. 

I WAS appointed in April, 1840, Staff-Officer to the Madras 
Troops, which were ordered on service to China, under the general 
command of Colonel Montgomerie, a.B., who commanded th~ Artillery 
as well as the Detachment. 

From that date, tIll June 1842, I performed all the 'general Staff 
duties of the Madras Detachment, as well as those of the whole Artillery 
of the Force in China. 

From .lune, 1842, till the conclusion of the War, I was Brigade
Major to the Artillery of the Force. 

I was present with the Force from the commencement of operations, 
tIll the Peace; and, during that period, onI, incapacitated by fever for 
a period of three days, from performing my military duties. 

I was present at every action or affair in which the Head Quarters 
of the Force was engaged, and present with the small Detachment, 
which in March 184:2, undel' the command of Colonel Montgomeric, C B., 
effectually repulsed the night attack made on Ningpo by a large lind 
select Force of Chinese troops; their defeat had a marked effect in 
causing the Chinese Government to come to terms. 
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I was noticed by Lord (Sir Hugh) Gough, in his public Despatches 
and Orders, on the following occnsions :-

On the RECAPTURE OF CUUSAN, vids Despatch, dated 3rd 
October 1841 published in the London Gazette; 12 February 18-12. 

On the REPULSE OF TUE NIGHT ATTACK AT NINGPO, viJ8 gene
ral orders by Sir Hugh Gough, dated 14th March 1842; also tlids 
Despatches published in the London Gazette, 6th Septembef 18-12. 

On the AsSAUL'\' OF TIIEKE AND TUE FORTIFlBD IIBIOUTS OF 
SEOOAN .-Vide Despatches published in the London Gazette, 6th 
September, 1842. 

On the STORM IN'.) OF THE CITY OF CUINltEANG.- Vide Des
patches published in the London Gazette, 24th March 1843. 

I received the thanks of Colonel Montgomerie C.B. commandmg 

the Madras Troops and Artillery of the Force, on every occa!llOn in 

which it was engaged With the enemy; I was partlCularly mentioned 

in his Report of the Repulse of the Night Attack made on Nmgpo; 

and, finally, at the conclusion of the War on the return of the Troops to 

Madras, Colonel Montgomerle, C.B., in his Report of the 2nd February, 
1843, to the Government, thus reports: 

"I feel i~ especially incumbent on me to place on Record the 

" sentiments which I entertam of the services of Captain Bnlfour, Staff. 
"Officer to the Artillery and Madras Detachments; it is not in my 

" power to give due expression to my sense of that Officer's merits and 
"services, and of the invaluable assistance he rendered on all occasions 

" of difficulty,-possessed of. great energy and decision, and actuated by 

'e prmciples of honor of the highest tone, he must do credit to himself 

" and to the service, in any situatlOn he may be called on to fill." 
THE MARQUIS OF TWEEDDALE, Commander.in-Chief, on the 8th 

March, 1843, through the Adjutant-General of the Army, writes as 

follows:-
" The Commander-in-Chief direct&, that Lieutenant-Colonel Mont

" gomerle be requested to intimate his Lordship'S approbation to all who 
" served under the Lieutenant-Coionel's command, m the exercise of 

" the Military or Medical duty, and also to communicate to Lieutenant 

" and Br~vet Captam Balfour, the Commander-in-Chiefa full estimatIon 
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" of the professional ability and meritorious zeal with which he has BO 

" honourably done credit to himself and to the Service to which he 
.. belongs." 

My first Commission, as Second Lieutenant, is dated 16th De
cember 1825; I have thus been more than 22 years in the service. 

I am a Captain of more than seven yearS'standing, having obtained 
the Brevet of Captain, in December 1840, and my Regimental Rank as 
Captain, in March 1844; and, excepting for a period of six months, when 
I wason leave of absence, I have been constantly employed'on duties of 
a varied and important nature and have received marks of approval from 
every officer under whom I have served. 

I was Brigade-Major to the Artillery of the Force, which, in 1839, 
under General WIlson, C.B.,_ assembled in the Ceded Districts; and I 
served with the Detachment from that Forre, which under the command of 
Colonel Dyce, attacked and defeated the troops of the Nabob of Kuri:tool. 
Having acted as Staff-Officer to Colonel Dyce, I was speCIally noticed in 
the Despatches pubhshed in the Fort St. George Government Gazette, 
and Government General Orders, dated 22nd and 23rd October 1839 
and also in a separate Despatch to the Adjutant-General of the 
Madras Army. 

After the action, I was one of the Commission wruch examined 
and reported on the extensive and extJ'aordmary collectIOn of Ordnance 
and Stores made by that Nabob, found in the Fort of Kurnool. 

I may be allowed to mention the following Officers, who have re
ceived Promotion, and the Honor of the Bath,. for their serVlCes in China, 
as bearing on my own claims to Slmilar reward and dlstinction. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm C.B., served as extra aide-de-camp 
to Sir Hugh Gough at the storming of Chinkeang, and was mentioned 
in hiS Despatch, dated 25th July 1842, in exactly the same terms in 
which I was noticed. At the termination of operations, Colonel Malcolm 
obtained the Brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel, and Cross of the Bath. 

Major Daubeney, C.B. 55th "Regiment, joined the Forces in China 
about the beg'inning of 1842, and was appointed Brigade-Major 
to Colonel Schoedde's Brigade at the time I was named Brigade-Major 

to the Artillery of the Force under Colonel Montgomerie; ~ajor Dau
beney was twice noticed in Despatches, and on both occasions I aL., 
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was noticed. At the termination of operations he obtained the Brevet 
of Major and Cross of the Bath,-Major Daubeney is two and a half 
years junior to me in the Service. 

l\Iajor Grant C.B. 9th Lancers, joined the Force in China in June 
1842,. and was present at the storming of Chinkeang, as Brigade-Major 
to Lord Saltoun's Brigade. At the termination of operatioIlA, though 
never mentioned by Sir Hugh Gough, he received the Cross of the Bath; 
his Regimental promotion to Major, had taken place a few months prior 
to the attack on Chinkeang,-Major Grant is junior to me in the Service. 

Major The Honourable R. Spencer of the Royal Artillery, served, 
as a. Subaltern in the Artillery during the whole of the opera.tions 
in China, in which I served as Staff-Officer, Brigade-Major and Brevet
Captain. I was engaged in every military affBll' in which this officer 
was, and at others where he was not present. On attaining the rank 
of 2nd Captain in April 1846, in the Royal Regiment of Artillery, he 
received, in. the following month, his Brevet Promotion to Major. 
Major Spencer is ten years junior to me in the Service. 

Major Cuddy, 55th Regiment, joined the China expedition in 
1841, and served as a Subaltern during all the subsequent operatIOns. 
In 1845, he obtained his company in the 55th Regiment, and received in 
May 1846 the brevet of M:ajor,-Major Cuddy is seven and a half 
years junior to me ill the Service. 

I may observe that so long as the war continued I declined 
employment which might interfere With my mihtary advancement. 
In 1841, I was offered by ~ir Hugh Gough, the appointment of Com
misssary of Ordnance to the Combined Forces, the allowances of which 

were very considerable; but I declined that of!ice, expressly on the plea 
that its duty, being of a civil character, would not admit ofthoee oppor
tunities for military dIstinctIon which my military staff-appointment 
lIught and did afford. 

In October 1841 I was elected one of the Public Agents for 
captured propel·ty, and acted until the whole accounts were settled in 
1844. I was also appointed one of the Receivers ofPubhc Monies, payable 
by the ChInese government under the treaty of N ankmg; and, with the 
sanction of. Sir Hugh Gough, performed all my military Staff duties 
during the whole pel-lod. 
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Having, since the peace with China, been fully occupied on duties 
connected with the new and important commercial and political relations 
with that Empire, I was precluded, on Promotion to Regimental 
Captain on 26th March 1844, from bringing forward my claims for 
military services; but, having returned to England, I hope the delay 
in now submitting my claim will not prejudice the favourable considera
tion of these military services as above stated. I now solicit the Brevet 
rank of Major from the date of my Promotion to my company on 
the 26th March 1844, and the Distinction of the Cross of the Bath, 
which I believe I should have received, at the conclusion of the 
Wat with China, if I had then held the rank of Regimental Captain, 
such reward and honor having been bestowed on Lieutenant Colonel 
Malcolm, C.B., and also on Majors Daubeney C.B., and Grant C.B., the 
two last having held the same Staff appointments as myself. 

(Signed,) G. BALFOUR, 

Captain Madras Artillery. 

London, lit May, 1848. 

P .S.-Since the above Memorandum was submitted I have 
received the Brevet of Major, but the date of the Gazette is the 8th 
October 1847, being nearly four years later than the date which I 
solicit may be assigned to the rank, viz. 26th March 1844. 

I am by that date placed below Majors Spencer and Cuddy, both 
of whom served in China as Subalterns, and only ,obtained the Rank 
of Captain three years subsequent to the termination of the War; 
after their return to England, but, from my having remained in China, 
as one of the Consuls, (my Civil Services in which Post have been ap
proved, both by the Earl of Aberdeen and Viscount Palmerston), I was 
prevented fr~m earlier submitting my claim for reward for military 
services. 

I also solicit the Honor of the Cross of the Bath, to place my 
Military Services on an equality with those of Lieut. Colonel Mal
colm, C. B. and Majors Daubeney C. B. and Grant, C. B. especially 
as, after the lapse of five years, Lord Gough--has, I am proud to 
find, recollected and reported my conduct as most praiseworthy. 

(Signed) G. BALFOUR. 
Major. 
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APPENDIX. 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 

1. Comparative Dates of Commissions of Officers. 

2. Date of Commissions of MAlOR BALFOUR. 

8. Languages Passed in and Acquired. 

4. Campaigns and Expeditions employed on. 

Q. Battles, Siegelt, &c. &c. from 1839 to 1842. 

6. Special Staff Employment from 1827 to 1847. 

'1. Orders and Letters approving of Conduct. 



RANK and DATES OF COMMISSIONS of the OFFICERS 'referred to, arranged accordt7lg to the dates of thetrjirsf 
entenng the S/I1'VJce 

Dat .. of finl Com-
mlMIOllb Comet, Date of Comml881oD Dateof Comm.1810D u Captam. Daleof COm ....... OD Dateof CommwlOD 
Ensign or 2nd u LIeutenant. as Major. aLIenI. Colono'. 
LI.nlenanl. 

1 Brevet Lt.-Col. W. F. Williams, } 
Royal Artillery ... • ••••• 14 July, 1825 16 Novr. 1827 2nd Capt. 13 August, 1840 } 

1st Capt..... ...... 1846 22 May, 1846 31 Mar 1848 

2 Brevet Major George Balfour, l 
Madras Artillery ........... ~ 

16 Deer. 1825 12 June, 1827 Brevt Capt. 16 Deer. 1840 } 
RegtL Capt. 26 Mar. 1844 8 Dctr. 1847 

3 BrevetLieut Col. Malcolm,C.B.I 
(Unattached) ............ 

31 Decr. 1825 7 June, 18'27 30 Deer. 1831 13 Decr. 1839 23 Deer. 1842 

4 Major Grant, C.B.9th Lancers •. 29 Aug. 1826 26 Febr. 1828 29 May, 1835 22 April, 1842 
\ 

5 Brevet Major Daubeney, C.B.l 
55th Regiment •••••• ••• , 12 Mar. 1829 9 Augt. 1831 28 Dctr. 1836 23 Deer. 1842 

6 Br;!~!:.8j.~r.~~~~!:. ~~~~. ~~J 31 May, 1833 27 Novr. 1835 24 Dctr. 1845 6 Novr. 1846 

7 Brevet Major, Hon. R. Spen-} 
eer. Royal Artillery ..... , ••• 18 Deer. 1835 30 Deer. 1837 1 Apnl.l846 22 May, 1846 

. 
The following AppOintments were made on July lS-U. to the Forces ill ChUla, Captains BalIOW'. Grant. and Daubeney, to be Bngade MajarL 

.... 
o 
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IJate8 qf OOmmi88tonB qf Major Geo. BalfO'Ur. 

2nd Lieutenant ................... 16th Deer. 1825 
1st Lieutenant .................... 12th June, 1827 
Captain by Brevet .................. 16th Deer. 1840 
Captain .............................. 26th March, 1844 
Brevet Major ........................ 8th October, 1847 
Consul .............................. lst December, 1842 

Service 22 years : 5 months. 

Language8 pa8aed in and acquired. 
1. Passed in Hindostanee at the College of Fort St. George, and 

received the reward, 29th August, 1833. 
2. Passed in Persian, at the College of Fort St. George, and. 

received the reward, 8th July, 1835. 
3. Acquired Chinese Languago to converse in. 

Oampaign8 or Expeditiona employed on. 
1. Proceeded in command of a Detachment of Artillery, sent as a 

reinforcement to the Detachment on Field Service at Malacca. 
2. Employed With the Field Force assembled at Adoni, in the Ceded 

Districts, 1839. 
3. China War in 1840, 1841. and 1842. 

From 1839 to 1842.-Battlea, Sieges, or Aff'atr. actualby present at. 

1. Battle of Zorapore. 18th, October, 1839. 
2. Taking of the Island of Chusan. July, 1840. 
3. Operations in the Canton River, and on Canton. 

From March to May, 1841. 
4. Taking of Amoy. Auguat,1841. 
5. Recapture of the Island of Chusan, and City of Tinghae 

lat October, 184l. 
6. Action at Chinhae, and Occupation of Ningpo. 

6th and 10th October, 1841. 
7. Night Attack on Ningpo. 10th Narch,1842. 
8. Actions at Tse·Ke and Segoan. 15th and 16th March, 1842. 
9. Capture ofChapoo. 18th May, 1842. 

10. Attack of Woosung and Occupation of Shanghai. 
18th and 21at June, 1842. 

11. Storming of Chinkeang. 21at July, 1842. 
12. Operatlons at Nankin. and in tIle Yallg-tze-Keangriver. 

August a7l.d September, 1842. 
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SPECIAL STAFF EMPLOYMENT. 

1. Commanded Detachments of Artillery at Malacca and SlDgnpore, 
from April 1827, to M.arch 1830. 

2. Deputed by the Resident of SiDgapore, to Rhio, in 1829. 

3. Cantonment Adjutant at St: Thomas Mount, JUDe 1832. 
4. Proceeded in Command of a Detachment of Artillery, to reinforce 

the Detachment on Field Service at Malacca, July 1832. 
5. Staff-Officer to the Artillery at Malacca, from August 1832, to 

February 1833. 
6. Staff-Officer of Artmery in the Straits of Malacca, from FeD. 1833. 
7. A.djutant of the 4th or Golundaz BataIlion of Artillery, from May 

1833, to 1843. 
8. Assistant Adjutant-General of Artillery, from November, 1833, to 

February 1834. 
9. Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General 01 the Army, from February 

1834, to July 1835. 
10. On Special Duty, to Report on the Farms at Hoonsor, for the Bupply 

of Cattle for the Army and Artillery in 1837. 
11. Conducted the Duties of Director of the Artillery Dep6t of Instruc

tion, October 1838. 
12. Brigade-Major of the Artillery, from August to December 1839, 

serving with the Field Force in the Ceded Districts. 

13. Staff-Officer to the Madras Troops aDd Artillery, duriDg the China 
War, from April 1840, to June 1842. 

14. Brigade-Major to the Artillery of the Force to China, from July to 

December 1842. 
15. One of the Agents for captured Property, 'from 1841 to 1844. 
16. One of the Receivers of Public Monies under tbe Treaty of 

Nanking, August 1842. 
17. Her Majesty's Consul at the CIty of Shanghai, from December 

1842, to October 1846. 
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ORDERS, &c. &c. APPROVING OF CONDUCT. 

1. Minute of the Magistrates of Singapore, dated lOth February, 1830. 
2. Artillery Order, by Commandant, dated 23rd February, 1834. 
3. Despatch of Colonel Dyce, 22nd October, 1839. 
4. Despatch Sir Hugh Gough, G.C.B. dated 3rd October, 1841. 
5. Despatch of Colonel Montgomerie, C.B., dated 11th March, 1842. 
6. General Orders by Sir Hugh Gough, Nmgpo, 14th March, 1842. 
7. Despatch of Sir Hugh Gough, dated Ningpo, 19th March, 1842. 
8. Despatch of Sir Hugh Gough, dated 25th July 1842. 
9. Letter from Colonel Montgomerie, C.B., Commanding Artillery 

dated 2nd February, 1843. 
10. From the Marquis of Tweeddale, dated 8th March, 1843. 
11. From Colonel Montgomerie, C.B., dated 23rd April, 1845. 
12. From General Waugh, Military Auditor General, dated 27th Feb-

ruary, 1843. . 
13. From Sir Henry Pottinger, Bart., aated 17th October, 1842. 
14. Sir Henry Pottinger, to Captain Balfour, dated 14th June, 1843. 
15. Earl of Aberdeen, to SirHenry Pottinger, dated27thFebruary, 1843. 
16. Earl of Aberdeen, to Mr. Hume, dated 4th March, 1845. 
17. From Court of Directors to GovernmentMadras, dated 16th Apr. 1842. 
18. From H. U. Addington, Esq., Under Secretary of State, to 

J. Emerson Tennent, Esq., Secretary to the India Board, dated 
4th March 1845. 

19. From J. Emerson Tennent, Esq., to J. C. Melvill, Esq., Secretary 
of the East India Company, dated India Board. 7th March 1845. 

20. From J. C. Melvill, Esq., to J. Emerson Tennent, Esq., M.P., 
dated East Inwa House, 9th April 1845. 

21. From J. Emerson Tennent, Esq., M.P. to H. U. Addington, Esq', 
dated India Board, 10th Aprl1 1845. 

22. From Mr. Hume, to Earl of Aberdeen, dated 23rd May, 1846. 
23. From Mr. Hume, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies and War 

Department, dated 23rd May, 1846. 
24. From Earl of Aberdeen, dated 18th March, 1846. 
25. From Sir John Davis; to Captain Balfour, dated 27th October, 1846. 
26. From U nder~Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Captain 

Balfour, dated 15th January, 1847. 
27. From fle Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hume, dated 13th Aprll, 1847. 
28. From Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Captain 

Balfour, dated 21 December, 1847. 
29. From Lord Fitzroy Somerset, to Mr. Hume, dated 19th Feb. 184:8. 
;30. From Earl of Aberdeen. to Mr. Hume, dated.23rd April, 1848. 
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RESOLUTION of tke MAGISTRATES of SINGAPORE 
10th Fe'h1"/Nlry, 1830. 

"The Magistrates assembled at the Pohce Office, thIS day, 10th 
"February, 1830; beg to tender their warmest thanks to Major Brown, 
" ofthe 25th Madras Native Infantry, and the Officers serving under 
"him, fOI the very strenuous and most efficient services, rendered by 
" them, on the occallion of the late calamItous fire. 

,. The prompt aid rendered by the ArtLllery and Non-Commissioned, 
't Officers of the Ordnance department, under the command of Llflutenants 
" Balfour and Loyd, merIts their best thanks, and they have the utmost 
" satisfactlon in submitting the exertions of the whole of the Military 
" Officers to the approbation of Government. 
" .... .... ... ..~ 

" By ORDER OP THE MAGISTRATES." 

(Sig1led) E. COLES, Clerk. 

MADRAS ARTILLERY ORDERS, 23rd Fe'hruary, 1834. 

When qUlttmg the Office of Acting Assistant Adjutant-General of 
Artillery, to enter upon the General Staff of the Army; Colonel Pearse, 
Commandant of ArtIllery, acknowledged his services as follows:-

Artillery Head Quarter" 
ST. THOMAS MOUNT, 22nd February, 1834. 

"Lieutenant Balfour, Acting Assistant, Adjutant-General of 
" Artillery, havmg been appointed by HIS Excellency the Commander
"in-Chief, to act as Deputy-AsSlStant Adjutant-General of the ~my, 
" Colonel Pearse cannot allow Lieutenant Balfour to. cease .his present 
"functIOns, WIthout expressing m PublIc Orders, his sentIments aa to 
" the yery satIsfactory manner in which the dutIes of Assistant-Adjutant 
" General of Artillery have been conducted by mm, and ,Ii retnrning 
" his best thanks to LIeutenant Balfour, he sincerely congratulates him 
" on hIS appointment to the General Staff of the Army." 
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Extract from a Despatch from Colonel Dyce, dated Camp, near 
Kurnool, 18th October, 1839. 

I beg particularly to bring to the notice of superior Authority, the 
conspicuously Gallant Conduct of 
and of Captain Balfour, Brigade-Major of ArtIllery, who acted as my 
Staff throughout the MornIng, and for whose exertions and aSsIstance I 
feel much indebted. 

Vide Fort St. George Government Gazette of 22nd 
October, 1839. And General Orders of Govern
ment, of 25th October IS39. Also a separate 
Despatch to the Adjutant-General, of the Army. 

E:ctractfrom a Deapatchfrom Sir Hugh Gough, of date, 3rd Oct. ISH, 
published in London Gazette, 12th February, 1843. 

During these operations, by the praiseworthy efforts of the Madras 
Artillery, under Captain Anstruther; the hght Field Guns had been 
brought to the summit of the Heights, and opened the~ fire. 

The enemy was now in full retreat through the North and East 
gates; although a few guns, Gingalls, and matchlocks, continued to be 

• fired from the walls, and I directed the 55th to proceed to the escalade; 
while Captain Simpson, with the rifles, rapidly passed down a deep
wooded ravine, to cut off the retreat of the north. 

The scaling Ladders-had been 'brought up, ovei' most difficult and 
rugged heig1ts-, by the great exertions of the Madras Sappers, and were 
now gallantly planted under the directions of Captain Pears, who was 
the first to ascend,-and I had the satisfaction of seeing the colmll'S of 
the 55th Regiment, wave on the walls of Tinghae; while those of the 
Royal Irish were plan.ted 011 the Joss House H.ill. above the suburb. 
Captain Anstruther reports, that Brevet-Captain Balfour, and Lieutanant 
Foulia, had the opportunity of dJ.stinguishing themselves in bringing up 
the guns and directing the fire. 
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Extract qf a De8patch from Colonel Montgomerie, C. IJ. 
To SW Hugh Gough, publilhed in tlte London Gazette qf 6th September, 

1842, with Sir Hugh Gough'. De8patck. 

Dated Ningpo, 11th March, 18!2. 

Being anxious to know how matters stood, I directed Captain 
Balfour, my Staff-Officer: to proceed with a smail patrole round the 
ramparts, to the east gate, to bring me intelligence; shortly after, this 
officer sent me word that the South Gate had been attacked, both from 
inside the town and outside, and that it was in possession of the enemy, 
who were supposed to be in great force; I sent immediately intelligence 
of this to the Deputy Adjutant-General. 

Captain Balfour, of the Madras Artillery, my Staff-Officer, afforded 
me every aid, and both he and Lieutenant Browne of the 49th Regiment, 
were conspicuous for their spirited conduct, when in close action, and in 
pursuit: . • 

Vide also General Orders of the Commander of the Forces, of 
Ningpo, dated 14th March, 1842, thanking Captain Balfour. 

Extract qf a Deapatchfrom Sir Hugh Gough, to Lord Auckland, 
_ dated N,ngpo, 19th March, 1842; 

published in. London. Gazette of 6th, September, 1842. 

{ must also mention, with much approbation, the conduct of Brevet 
Captain Balfour, of the Madras Artillery; I almost feel It invidious to 
name those Officers, when I am conscious that every individual zealously 
did his duty; but as their conduct came under my own eye, I consider 
it a. duty to express my a.pproval. 

Extract it a Despatchfrom Sir Hugh Gough, datetl25th July, 1842; 
publUihed in. the Lrmrlofl Gazette, of 24th Novi!mIJer, 1842. 

I was now equally dIStant from the West and South Gates, but 
perceiving that the suburbs would give me cover, I decided on forcing 
the former; we now reached this point, and covering parties were pushed 
on close to the banks of the canal. Major Malcolm, of the 3rd Dragoons, 
who acted throughout the day as my extra aide-de·c:amp, and Drevet 
Captain Balfour, Brigade-Major of Artillery, were very active in dis
covering the approaches to the gate. 
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Ertract of a Rep01't from Colonel JJontgomerie, C. B. 

Dated Fort St. George, 2nd FebMtar'!!, 1843. 
On relinquishing the Command of the Artillery employed in the 

expeditlOn to China, I consider it my duty to address you on the 
occasion. '" '" '" '" '" '" '" 

I feel it especially incumbent on me to place on record the sen
timents which I entertam of the Services of Captam Balfour, Staff
Officer to the Artillery, and Madras Detachment. It is not in my 
power to give due expresslOn to my sense of that Officer's Merits and 
Sel'Vices, and of the invaluable AsSistance he rendered me on all 
occasIOns of dlfliculty; possessed of great energy and decision of cha
racter, and actuated by prmciples of honour of the highest tone, he 
must do credit to himself, and to the Service, in any sltuatlOn he may 
be called on to fill. 

(Signed) P. MONTGOMERIE, 

Lieut. Colonel Command~ng Artille1"!/, 
Eastern Expedition. 

Eztraet of a Despatch from The Marquis lIf Trveeddaie, Commander
in-Chief of the Madras Arm,!!, thr01lgh the A4Jutant-General 
of the Arm'!!. 

Dated Fort St. George, -8th March, 1843. 
I have the honor to acknowledge your Letter of the 7th ult., 

(No. 157), with Its enclosure from Lieut. Colonel P. Montgomerie, 
lately ill Command of the Artillery in Chma. 

His Lordship is happy to receive this additional testimony to the 
Honourable Conduct of the distinguished Regiment under your com
mand, and directs me to request that you will convey to Lieut. Colonel 
Montgomerie, C.B., his high approbation of th~ manner in which he 
has discharged the important responBlhllity for which he was selected. 

The Commander-in-Chief directs that Lieut. ColonellJontgomerie 
may be request/ld to intimate Ius Lordship's approbation to all who 
served under the Lieut. Colonel's Command in the exercise of Military 
or Medical duty, and ale() communicate to Lieutenant Brevet Captain 
Balfour, the Commander-in-Chler's full estimation of the :professional 
ability, and Mentorious Zeal with which he has so Honourably done 
credit to himself, and to the Service to which he belongs. 

(Signed,) R. ALEXANDER, . 
Lieut. Colonel, Adjutant General of the Arm'!!. 

Adjutant General's Office, Fort St. George, 
8th ?l'Iarch, 1843. D 
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From Colonel Jlontgomerie, C.B., Jladra, Artillery, Aide-de-Camp to 
Her Majesty. 

To E. G. Balfo'I.IIT, Esq. 

Dated Oriental Club, 23rd April, 1845. 

" In reply to your note of yesterday, I beg to say that there are in 
"my opinion, few Officers, of any rank, more deserving of dIstinction for 
" services in China, than your brother George. 

"I was for some time sanguine of his success in obtaining his Drevet 
" Majority, on IDS attaining the rank of Regimental Captain; but I confess, 
" that expel'lence in my own case, since I returned home, has rendered me 
"less so; but I most assuredly think, that not only is there no impro
"priety, but that it is a duty on those connected with him here, to brmg 
" your brother's claims to the notice of those, high in authority, whether 
" of Her Majesty's Government, or of the India House." 

"Independant of your brother's forwardness and alacrity; on every 
"occasion of actual service in China, and for wb.Ich he was repeatedly 
" thanked; his services to me, in his own department, were invaluable. 

"yv e had a most complIcated and irksome task in keeping straig'ht all 
'matters connected wlth the 1t1adrasTroops in China, includmgthe Pay, 

" Commissariat, and Ordnance Departments, the responslbility of which 
" was thrown on me, and but for your brother's able assistance, I could 
" not well have got through the work, and I will add, that it was mru.nly 
"owing to him, that duties of a most onerous desCl'iption, with an 
" Estabhshment altogether inadequate, were conducted successfully,-so 
" far as the immediate Service, all were engaged in was concerned; and 
" the Government protected from loss." • • • • 

" When on this subject, I would refer to the two notes, (enclosed) 
" from General Waugh, Military Auditor General, Madras. I refer to 
" these notes, as conveying General Waugh's opinion on a matter he 
" could judge of, and he was a man who did not lightly give an oplnion 
" on subjects connected with disbursements of public money, for he was 
" a most vigilant guardian of the public purse. This is a duty not 
" brilliant in its nature, and one which, perhaps few but those who have 
" performed them, long remember, but I have reason to recollect, and it 
" would be injustice to your brother, did I not bear testlmony to the 
" zeal and ability with which he on every occasion rendered me his aid." 

"Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) "P. MONTGOMERIE." 
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From Major General TVwugh, lJlilitary Audit01' General, Madras, 

To Colonel Montgomerie, C. B., Madras Artillery, 

Dated Madras, 27th February, 1843. 

"I can Wlth sincerity say, that I entertain the most favourable 
opinion of Balfour's ~aried qualifications; of his zeal and unsparing 
utility in the public service; and continne to feel a lively interest in his 
prosperity, which I need scarcely add, is enhanced by the honorable 
testimony which you have borne to the merits of our friend, on the late 
arduous Service, where I can well unagine his adaptation for every 
description of professional duty, along Wlth extraordmary perseverance, 
to have been of all the value which you have so well, and if I may be 
allowed to say, so becomingly described. Our friend must be content to 
receive the further reward, in the approbation that is due to a more than 
ordmarily efficient performance of intricate and hIghly responsible duties, 
which few besides hImself could have discharged (together with his other 
professional duties) with the same success and secul'lty to the State, and 
I have not a doubt that YOUI' moderate and candid representations (which 
affords an additional mstance of generous regard to the interests of those, 
who have served WIth zeal and fidelity under your immediate command) 
will experience lIberal consideration in the highest quarters, in carrying 
on the duties of the Pay department, ,which you certify to have been 
necessary and unavoidable, since by no other means could that essentIal 
branch of the ServIce have been carried OD, without fearful confusion and 
eventual pecuniary los!! to the Government, 

You might with propriety say, that you appeal with co~nfidence to 
the result of the audits of the public charges, for the entire period that 
Captain Balfour aided you in dIscharging the pay duties, in proof of the 
value of his Services, and the substantial protectIOn afforded by hi· 
system, to the treasure. of the State, on the sole security of hIS publIc 
character. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(SIgned) G.WAUGH. 
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From IIiI Excellency, Sir Henry Pottinger, Dart., and G. C.B., 
Her JJlaje.ty', Plenipotentiary in China, 

To the Mod Noble The Marguil of Twccddalt, K.To and K.C.D., 
Governor in. Council of Madral. 

Dated at Sea, Steam Frigate, Queen, 17th October, 1842. 
My LORD, 

I have the honor to forward to your Lordship a copy of 
a Letter, which I have this day written to Lieutenant-General Sir 
Hugh Gough, G.C.D., Commander-in-Chief of lIer Majesty's Land 
Forces in China, applying for the semces of Captain Balfour, of the 
MadrasArtJl1ery, to be employed as one ofHerMajesty'& Consuls in Chma. 
An appointment for which, hII! local knowledge-the progress he baa 
made in the acquiSition of the Chinese language-and h18 kind and 
conciliatory manner towards the people-seem to me to particularly 
quahfy; and I request that your Lordship will be pleased ~ sanction 
Captain Balfour's remaining in China, subject to the confirmation of his 
appointment by Her Most GracIOUS Majesty the Queen. 

(Signed) HENRY POTTINGER. 
------

From Sir Henry Pottinger, Dart. and G.C.B., IIer i1Iaje.ty', 
Plenipotentiary . 

To Captain. Balfour, ConBUI at Shanghai. 
Dated at G(}1}ernment HOUle, Ilong Kong, 14th June, 1843. 

I have much pleasure in forwarding for your information, a r,opy 
of a Despatch, (No. 40), of the 27th February, whIch I have received 
from Lord Aberdeen, regardmg your appomtment to be British Consul 
Shanghai. 

(Signed) HENRY POTTINGER. 

From the Right Honorable the Earl ~f Aberdeen, K.T./c./c. 
To Szr Henry Pottinger, Bart./ G. C.D.,/c./c. 

Dated Foreign Office, 27th Ft:bruary, 1843. 
With reference to that part of your Despatch, (No. 54), of the 

16th October, respecting your intentIon to apply to the Madras Govern
ment, for the services of Captain Balfour, of the Madras Artillery, whom 
you purpose to appomt to act as BrItIsh Consul at Shanghai, I have to 
acquaint you that, consIdering the hIgh opInion v.hich you expreSl! of 
Captain Balfour's quahfications, I shall be bappy to confirm him in that 
situation, provided that the Governor of Madras consents to h18 being 80 

employed; as soon, therefore, as satisfied on that pOInt, I will submit 
his name to the Queen, for Her Majesty's approval. 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
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From the EUII'l 01 Aberdeen, .K. T. 

To Joseph DUmB, Eaq. lJl. P. 

Dated Foreign Office, March 4th, 1845. 
DEAR SIR, 

I am much too sensible of the merits of Captain 
Balfour, and of his value in the situation of Consul, not to do everything 
in my power to retam him where he is. I beg, therefore, to assure you 
that I will not fau to make the necessary application, in order to obtain 
from the Court of Directors, a permission simllar to that which has been 
granted to Colonel Sheil and Major Farrant. 

(Copy.) 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) ABERBEEN.' 

Political Department. 

No. II. of 1845. 
Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

(Par.1.) We transmit a transcript of a correspondence with 
Political Letter, dated 14th, HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT from which 

January, No. II. oflS45, you will learn, that it being in the opinion 
Par 4. 

InconformIty to paragraphs of the Secretary of State ~ for the Foreign 
15 to l' of CauTI', Leiter, D t t ft' t to th bli No. III, of 1844, Captam epar men, 0 grea unpor ance e pu 0 
Balt'our, Her MaJesty's Con. interest, that Captain Balfour should, for the 
aul at ShanghaI, has heen present, retain his post as Consul at Shanghai. 
requIred to make hIS elec. 
tion wlthm SIX Months, We have consented to extend the penod allowed 
eIther to resIgn hIS Com· that Officer for retammg his Consular appoint
mISSIon m the Company's 
Army, or to return to hIS ment without prejudice to his COIIllllIssion, to 
duty 10 the Madras AmI. the term of two years from the receipt of these 
lery. 

present communication. 

(2.) You will make the necessary intimation to Captain Balfour 
without delay. 

We art', &C. &c. 

(Signed), 

London, 16th April, 1845. 

HENRY WILLOCK, 
R. W. HOGG, 

&c. &c. &0. 
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From H. U. Addington, EstJ: Under Secretary of State, 

To J. Emerson Tennent, EstJ. Secretary to the India Board. 

Dated Foreign Office, March 4th, 1845. 

SIR, 

I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to transmit 
to you herewith, for the information of the President of the Doard 
of Control, a qopy of a Letter from Mr. Joseph Hume, enclosing an 
extract of a paper, purporting to be an Instruction from the Court 
of Directors to the Governor General of India, from which it appears 
that it is in the contemplation of the Court to make a communication to 
Captain Balfour, Her Majesty's Consul at Shanghai, which may have 
the effect of inducing that 'Officer to throw up the Office which he now 
holds under the Crown, although that Office, as Lord Aberdeen under
stood from the Letter addressed to him by the India Board, on the 10th 
of May, 1843, had received the sanction of't}le India Government. 

As the communication from Mr. Hume is the first intimation 
which has reached this Office of such a course being contemplated by the 
Court of DIrectors, Lord Aberdeen would be obliged to the President 
of the Board of Control for any InformatIOn calculated to throw" light 
upon this proceeding with which the President may have it in his 
power to favor him. . 

Lord Aberdeen will, at the same time, not withhold from the 
PresIdent his opInion, that under present circumstances the removal 
from Shanghai of Captain Balfour, whose conuuct has been marked 
by excellent judgment and discretion, and has been entirely approved 
by Her Majesty's Government, might seriously prejudICe the publIC 
interests, and his recommendation that the footing upon which that 
Officer has hitherto held the Consulship, should not undergo any change, 
at least, for the present. 

I am, &C. 

(Sig/l,etl), H. U. ADDINGTON. 
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From J. Emerson Tennent, Esq. Secretary to the India Board, 

To J. C. Melvill, Esq. Secretary to the EaBt India Company. 

SIR, 
Dated India Board, March 7th, 1845. 

I am desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, to call the attention of the COU1·t of Direc.tors of the East 
India Company, to the instruction addressed to the Governor in Councll 
at Madras, on the 31st July last, requiring that Captain Balfour of 
the Madras Artillery, who had been appointed British Consul at 
Shanghai, should, after a moderate term of probation make his election, 
whether he would continue in Her Majesty's Service, or would resign 
the Office of Consul, and return to his duties ill the Madras army. 

This instruction having been brought to the notice of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, IDS Lordship has expressed his apprehen
sion, that, if enforced, it will have the effect of inducing Captain Balfour 
to throw up the Office which he now holds under the Crown; and his 
Lordship is opInion, that under existIng circumstances, the removal 
of that Officer from Shanghai, where his conduct has been marked by 
excellent judgement nnd discretion, might seriously prejuruce the public 
interests. Under these circumstanc~ the Earl of Aberdeen .ffers his 
earnest recommendation, that the footing upon which Captain Balfour 
has hitherto held the Consulship, should not undergo any change, at 
least, for the present. 

The Board request that you will bring this representation to the 
early notice of the Court, who the Board feel assured, will, in this 
early stage of our new relations with China, and in consideration of 
the importance to India of a discreet management of those relations, be 
willIng to afford to Her Majesty's Government all the assistance in their 
power, compatable with due attention to the other interest over which 
they are bound to watch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed), J. EMERSON TENNENT. 
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From J. C. Melvill, Esg. Secreta'f'lJ to the East India Company, 

10 J. Emer80n Tennent, Esq. 1I1.P. Secretary to India Board. 

Dated Ea8t India I[oU8e~ April 9th, 1845. 
SIR, 

I am commanded by the Court of Director. 
to acknowledge the receipt of your I,etter, dated March 7, stating 
the wish of Her lIaJesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
that Captain Balfour of the Madras Artillery, may be permitted to 
retain the office of British Consul at Shanghai, without resigning his 
Commission in the Company's Army. 

The Court are most desirous of co-operating in any meDSure which 
may, in the t>pinion of Her Majesty's Government tend to facilitate 
a judicious and successful management of the relations between tbis 
country and China; and a communication will accordingly be made to 
the Madras Government, authorizing tbe retention by Captain Balfour 
for two years after its receipt of bis appointment under Her Majesty's 
Government, without prejudIce to his Commission in the Madras Army. 

(3~ At the expiration ofethat time, the Court will be prepared 
to take into consideration the expediency of a further extension, .hould 
the state of affairs, at that time, appear to require it. 

(SignerI), 

I am, &C. &c. 

JAMES C. 11ELVILL, 
Secretary. 
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Prom J.l3mer8on Tennent, E8q. MP. Secretary to India Board. 

To R. U. Addington, E8q. Under Secretary of State. 

Dated India Board, April 10th 1845. 

SIR, 

I am desired by the Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India, to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
4th ultimo, representing by Command of the Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, the injury which might, under present circumstances, accrue to 
the public interests, if Captain Balfour, of the Madras Army, now 
actIng as Her Majesty's Consul at Shanghai, were to qUlt that Office in 
consequence of the Orders which the Court of Directors of th~ East 
India Company, issued last year, requiring that he should either return 
to his duty in the Madras Artillery, or resign the CommIssion which 
he holds in the Company's Service. 

The Court of DIrectors beIng most deSIrOUS of co-operatIng in any 
measure which may, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government tend to 
facilitate a judicious and successful management of the relatIons between 
thIs Country and China, will transmit by the next mail, an instruction 
to the Governor in Councu at Madras, authorising Captain Balfour to 
retain for two years, from the date of hIS receipt, the communication 
now to be made to him, the appointment he holds under Her Majesty, 
WIthout prejudice to his Commission in the Madras army; and at the 
expiration of that term, the Court will be prepared to take into consIder
atIOn the expediency of a further extension, should the state of affairs, at 
that time, appear to require it. 

The Board trust that this arrangement will be satisfactory to the 
Earl of Aberdeen. 

I am, &c. 

J. EMERSON TENNENT. 
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From Joseph Hume, Esq. M.P. 
To the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdee'l, ~c. ~c. 

My LORD, 
Dated London,23rd May, 1846. 

I have sent to Mr. Secretary Glad8tone, a statement of 
the services of Captain George Balfour, now Consul at Shanghai, clainung 
to have the honor of Companion of the Bath bestowed on him, now that 
he has obtained the rank of Captain, an honor, which many Officers, 
whose services were not superior to lus, gained. 

I request your Lordship will send to me, or forward to Mr. Gladstone, 
the Certificate, which your Lordship stated to me, that you would 
willingly g'lVe, of the services of Captain Balfour, since he has been Her 
l\Iajesty's Consul at Shanghai. 

I have the honor, &c: &C. 

(SiffTted) JOSEPH HU.ME. 

From Josep" Hume, Bsq. M.P. 
To the Right Honorable. W. Gladstone. 

SIR, 
Dated London, 23rd May, 1846. 

On the part of Captain George Balfour, now Her Majesty's 
Consul at Shanghai, I lay before you a statement of the Services of 
that Officer, who would, I am informed, have been included amongst the 
Officers who received Honors after the China War, if he had been of the 
Rank of Captam in his Corps, he was only Brevet Captain. 

I send a statement of the Services of Captain G. Balfour, which I 
s\lbmit, places him high in the scale of merit, and at page 15, you wlil 
see the Correspondence with Colonel Montgomerie, the Commandmg 
Officer of Artillery in China, explanatory of the reasons why Captain 
Balfour was not then recommended. 

Captain Balfour, was from his proficiency in the Chinese language 
and his superior talent as an Officer,' selected by S11' Hugh Gough and 
SIr Henry Pottinger, to £11 the responsible sItuation of Consul at 
Shanghai, where he now is, and the Earl of Aberdeen will afford his 
willing testimony of the conduct of Captam Balfour in that SItuation, 
which in connection with his long and gallant career, entitle him to the 
Honor of Comparuon of the Bath, to which I submit, h18 services seem 
to entitle mm, and for wmch I take the occasion to recommend him. 

I have the honor, &c. &C. 
(Signed) JOSEPH HUM E .• 
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Extract from Despatch, (No. 10), From The Earl qf Aberdeen K T. 
To His Excellency Sir John F. Davis, Bart. ' .. 

Dated Foreign OjJice, 18th March, 1846. 
" I have received your Despatch, (No. 175) of the 19th December 

" inclosing Captain Balfour's resignatlOn of the Office of Her lIIajesty'~ 
" Consul at Shanghai. That gentleman has acquitted himself so well 
" in that situation, that I cannot but regret that circumstances should 
" have induced him to retire from it; but, as he appears delIberately to 
"have arrived at the conclusion, that such a course would be most 
I' conducive to his own interests, I have only, whIle accepting rus 
"resignation, to instruct you to acquaint him, that Her Majesty's 
" Government are fully sensIble of his Services in the- delicate situation 
"In which he stood as First British Consul at Shanghai, and entirely 
'I approve of his conduct in that capacity." 

From Sir John Davis, Bart., H. M. Plenipotentiary. 
/10 Oaptain Balfour, H. M. Oonsul at Shanghai. 

SIR, 
Dated Victo1'1,a, Hong Kong, 27th October, 1846. 

On your departure from China, r consider it only due to 
your valuable services, at your late Consulate, to express my regret al 
bemg deprived of the benefit of your talents and exertions at that 
important post; and to acknowledge the publIc benefits that have accrued 
from those at Shanghai. You have before had the gratification of Lord 
Aberdeen's favorably recorded opmion of your services, which I may, 
from personal knowledge say, was no more than your due. 

I wish you a prosperous voyage to England, and have 
the honor to rem am, 

Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 

To Captain Balfour, late Her Majesty's 
(Stgned) J. F. DAVIS. 

Consul, at Shanghai. 

E.ctractfrom Despatcl~ From H. U. Addtngton, $sq. Under Secretary 
qf State. 

1'0 Oaptain Balfour. 
Dated Foreign Office, 16th Jan. 1847. 

His Lordship, (Viscount Palmerston), has likewise transmitted 
to the Board of Control, a Copy of the -Letter which Sir John Davis 
addressed to YOIl on the 27th October, previously to your departure 
from China, expressing his approval of your services, and he has had 
great pleasure in adding that, as far as your services have come under 
his own immediate notice, they are fully entitled to the commendation 
which Sir John Davis has pronounced upon them. 
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From Joseph Hume, E8q. M.P. 
To the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdee'J, ~c. ~c. 

Dated London,23ra May, 18-16. 
My LORD, 

I have sent to Mr. Secretary Gladstone, a statement of 
the services of Captain George Balfour, now Consul at Shanghai, claiming 
to have the honor of Companion of the Bath bestowed on him, now that 
he has obtained the rank of Captain, an honor, which many Officers, 
whose services were not superior to his, gained. 

I request your Lordship will send to me, or forward to Mr. Gladstone, 
the Certmcate, which your Lordship stated to me, that you would 
willingly give, of the services of Captain Balfour, since he has been Her 
Majesty's Consul at Shanghai. 

I have t.he honor, &c: &C. 

(Signed) JOSEPH lIU~1E. 

Prom Joseph Hume, Esq. M.P. 
To the Right Honorable. W. Glad8tone. 

SIR, 
Dated LondO'l~, 23rd May, 184(1. 

On the part of Captain George Balfour, now Her Majesty's 
Consul at ShanghaI, I lay before you a statement of the Services of 
that Officer, who would, I am informed, have been included amongst the 
Officers who received Honors aftertbe ChIna War, if he had been of the 
l1ank of Captain in his Corps, he was only Brevet Captain. 

I send a statement of the Services of Captain G. Balfour, which I 
sv,bmit, places him high in the scale of merit, and at page 15, you WIll 

se'e the Correspondence WIth Colonel Montgomerie, the CommandIng 
Officer of Artillery in China, explanatory of the reasons why Captain 
Balfour was not then recommended. 

Captain Balfour, was from his proficiency in the Chinese language 
and his superior talent as an Officer, selected by Sir Hugh Gough and 
Sir Henry Pottmger, to fill the responsIble situation of Consul at 
Shanghai, where he now is, and the Earl of Aberdeen will afford his 
willing testImony of the conduct of Captain Balfour in that situatIon, 
whICh in connection WIth his long and gallant career, entitle hun to the 
Honor of Compamon of the Bath, to whIch I submit, his services seem 
to entitle him, and for which I take the occasion to recommend him. 

I have the honor, &c. &c: 
(Signed) JOSEPH HUllE .• 
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Extract f1'(JIJI. De8pat~h, (No. 10), From The Earl if Aberdeen,.K.T. 
To Ela Excellency &1' John F. Davia, Bart. 

Dated Foreign Office, 18th Marck, 1846. 
f' I have received your Despatch, (No. 176) of the 19th December, 

" inclosing Captain Balfour's resignation of the Office of Her Majesty's 
It CODBul at Shanghai. That gentleman h1\.8 acquitted himself so well 
I( in that situation, that I cannot but regret that circumstances should 
It have induced him to retire from it; but, as he appears delIberately to 
"have arrIved at the conclUSIOn, that such Ito course would be most 
tl conducive to hlS own interests, I have only, wlule accepting IDS 

"resignation, to instruct you to acquamt him, that Her Majesty's 
U Government are fully sensible of his Services in the- dehcate situation 
it in which he stood as First BrItish Consul at Shanghai, and entIrely 
II approve of hIS conduct in that capacity." 

From Sir John Davia, Bart., H. lJL PlenipotentiaTJ/. 
ao CaptainBa!four, H. ~I. Consul at Shanghai. 

Dated Victoria, Hong Kong, 27th Octoher, 1846. 
SlIt, 

On your departure from China, I consider it only due to 
your valuable services, at your late Consulate, to e:s:press my regret a~ 
beIng deprived of the benefit of your talents and exertions at that 
important post; and to acknowledge the public benefits that have accrued 
from those at Shanghai. You have before had the gratification of Lord 
A.berdeen's favorably recorded opinion of your services, which I may, 
from personal knowledge say, was no more than your due. 

I wish you a prosperous voyage to England, and have 
the honor to remain, 

Sir, Your most oberuent Servant, 

To Captain Balfour, late Her Majesty's 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 

Consul, at Shanghai. -----
E.ctraat from Despatch FrQ In H. u: Addtngton, Esg. Under Secretary 

if State. 
1'0 Captain Balfour. 

Datea Foreign Office, 16thJan. 1847. 
His Lordship, (Viscount Palmerston), has hkewise transmitted 

to the Board of Control, a Copy of the Letter whICh Sir John Davis 
addressed to yOIl on the 27th October, previously to your departure 
from China, expreSSIng his approval of your services, and he has had 
great pleasure in adding that, as far as your services have come under 
his own immediate notice, they are fully entitled to the commendatioIt 
which Sir John Davis has pronounced upon them. 



From PM Earl qf Aberdeen, K. T. 
To Joseph Ifume, Esq. 1I1.P. 

Dated Arfly18 IIOWJe, April 13tA, 18~7. 

DEAR SIR, 

I shnll be quite ready and very happy, to express to 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, my opinion of the great merit and excellent 
conduct of Captain Balfour, during the whole time of his employment 
under the Foreign Office, as Consul at Shanghai. I hope that this 
testimony may prove of some use in promotJ.ng the success of his present 
claims. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 

Extract from Despatch From E. J. Stanley, Esq. Under Secl'etary 
qf State. 

To Major Balfour. 

Dated Foreign Office, 21&t December 1847. 

Lord Palmerston desires me to state to you, in reply, that he 
fully appreciates the zeal which has characterized all your proceedings 
Wlth reference to this land, aIid that he has great satisfaction lD 

acknowledging the handsome manner in which you again press lIer 
Majesty's Government to take into their own hands a property, whIch III 

an erroneous view of the matter, His Lordship, in the first instance, was 
dxslDclined so to take. 

But, having fully considered the matter since the receipt of your 
letter, Lord Palmerston has now decided to adopt the first alternatIve 
proposed in your Letter, and to approve and ratify all your proceedmgs 
respecting it, as stated in your letter, and to accept the land on account 
of Her Majesty's Government. 
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From Lie'lit. Gene/'al L07·d Fitzroy Somer8et, G. O. B. 

To Joseph IIume, E8q. lJIP. 

Dated Horse Guards, Februa1"!J 19th, 1848. 
SlIL, 

Havmg had the honor to lay before the Duke of Wellmgton 
your note of the 17th instant, desiring me to ask HIS Grace's permissIon 
~ send you a copy of the letter received from Lord Gough, respectmg 
the claIms of Major Balfour, of the Madras ArtIllery, your nepMw; I 
am dIrected to state, that he would be very happy to have the means of 
obligmg you, but it is contrary to the practice of the Office to give such 
documents, and therefore he does not feel at liberty to comply with your 
request. 

The Duke, however, has no hesitation in assuring you, that Lord 
Gough speaks of Major Balfour's conduct as most praiseworthy. HIS 
Grace also thinks very highly of him, and is very glad to have been able 
to recommend him for the rank of Major. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) FITZROY SOMERSET. 

From The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

To Joseph Hume, Esq. M.P. 
Dated Brighton, April 23rd, 1848· 

DEAR SIR, 

You are aware that I have always been ready to bear the 
strongest testimony to the merits of Major Balfour, and I am quite 
wilhng to do so on the present occasion. This is the more incumbent 
upon me, as, In consequence of Mll:ior Balfour's having remained in 
ChIna at my request, he did not receIve that distinction to which his 
nlllitary services fully entitled him, In common with other Officers wh,o 
returned to England at the time. 

But my only hesitation in addressing Lord Grey, arises from the 
fact of my opiIDon of the clauns of Major Balfour having already been 
frequently recorded in the Foreign Office. His services are well known 
and tully appreCIated in that department, and as it is now so long since 
I left office, Lord Grey might naturally expect to receive such an 
attestation respecting MaJor Balfour, from my successor rather than 
from myself. 

I am, dear Sir, Yours very truly, 

To Joseph Hume, Esq. M.P. 
(Signea) ABERDEEN. 
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