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ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON THE 7rs OCTOBER 1581

GENTLEMEN,

1. We are met here to-day by command of His Highness the Maharaja, and
it is His Highness’ wish that I should place before you at these Annual Meetings a
report of the administration of the past year and an outline of the measures propos-
ed to be carried into effect in the coming year. His Highness hopes that by this
arrangement the action of the Government will be brought into greater harmony
with the wishes and interests of the people. His Highness’ Government will be
glad to receive any observations and suggestions which you may wish to make in the
public interests, and I need not assure you that they will meet with every considera-
tion. I have only to express my hope that appreciating the spiritsin which these
arrangements have been initiated, your observations may be directed to matters of
real public interest.

2. On the present occasion, as it is not many months since His Highness
assumed the Government of the country, there is little to report of what has been
already accomplished ; what I shall place before you will refer chiefly to measures
which are still engaging the attention of His Highness’ Government with a brief
account of our present condition.

3. As you are aware, the condition of the Province has been very much affected
by the great calamity which so recently visited it. The ruinous effects of the famine
will be so fresh in your minds that I need not dwell on them. It will suffice for me
to say that it cost the State 160 lakhs of rupees, involved the Government in a debt
of 80 lakhs and withal deprived the Province of a million of its population and
crippled its resources for years to come.

4. A general census was taken on the night of the 17th February last under
careful arrangements. The results which are being tabulated in great detail will
furnish interesting statistics when completed. The population, as returned by this
census, numbers 4,182,000 and shows a loss of 874,000 as compared with the census
taken in 1871, but, allowing for the usual rate of increase in the intermediate good
years, the loss of pcpulation by famine may be assumed to be fully a million or 20

per cent.

5. The Government revenue, however, has not suffered in the same proportion,
the severity of the famine having fallen chiefly on the miscellaneous classes.
The great body of the agricultural classes have shown extraordinary recuperative
powers, and cultivation recovered to a great extent even in the year immediately
succeeding the famine. There has been, however, a sensible falling off in the
revenue which may continue for some years to hamper the efforts of the Govern-
ent to promote the prosperity of the Province.
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6. A detailed analysis of the revenue is under preparation, but the following
will serve to give a fair idea of it. The highest figure which the revenue reached
before the famine was 109} lakhs of rupees and as this was more than double the
estimated assets of the Province at the time of the Treaty of 1799, it has given rise
to an erroneous impression that the revenues of the Province possess an unlimited
capacity for expansion; but, as a matter of fact, the revenue mentioned in the
Treaty was grossly under-estimated. The actual revenues at the time were much
higher. The increase which accrued in subsequent years has been marked by two
periods of a great and sudden rise: one indicating the transition from a state of
helpless dependence of the ryots on the Government under the batayi tenure, ab-
sence of all trade and low prices, to a more settled Government, with a money
assessment, and outlay of money on Railways and other Public Works and free
trade and cémpara.tively high prices, and the other a still further enhancement
of the prices resulting from the demand in the English market for Indian cotton
and other produce occasioned by the American war and the stoppage of the supplies
from America. Excluding the increase due to these two causes, the progress of
cultivation and revenue in ordinary years has been slow, certainly not in proportion
to the increase of population. I draw attention to this fact to show that Govern-
ments wishing to adjust their expenditure to the revenue should direct their
efforts to a proper retrenchment of the expenditure rather than depend on any vague
expectation of deriving an increase of revenue from an impoverished country. Any
such large increase could only result from another great impetus to industry similar
to those above referred to.

7. Returning to our financial condition, the revenue demand, which reached
109% lakhs of rupees in 1874-75, fell in the past year 1880-81 to so low a figure
as 101 lakhs owing to the effects of the famine. A comparison of the different heads
of revenue between 1874-75 and 1880-81 is given below :—

l 1874-75 1880-81
| o
Land Revenue .. | 73,561,000 69,58,000
Forest . . s . e 3,82,000 6,98,000
Abkari ... | 11,53,7000 10,67,000
Mohatarfa e s .. .. .- 3,68,000 2,52,800
Sayer . 7,80,000 3,33,000
Stamps and Law and Justice 6,26,000 5,24,900
Other Items 2,90,000 2,66,300
Total ... |1,09,50,000 [1,01,00,000

8. It will be seen that there was a loss of 4 lakhs in Land Revenue, 4 lakbs in
Sayer and Customs, one lakh in Mohatarfa or tax on houses, shops and looms, one
lakh in Abkari or excise on spirits, about a lakh in Stamps, and alittle less than
half a lakh in Interest on revenue arrears and other miscellaneous items; whilst the
revenue under Forest, chiefly from the sales of sandal, has improved by 3 lakhs.

9. The above loss of revenue resulting from famine can only be expected to
be made good gradually. The falling off in Land Revenue is attributable to diminish-
ed cultivation which results not only from the loss of the agricultural population but
no less from the great loss amongst the miscellaneous classes occasioned by the
famine. This has lessened the demand for food grains, kept the prices low and
deterred the ryots from bringing more lands under the plough, showing how much
the success of agriculture is dependent on the flourishing condition of the manufac-
turing industries. The old idea that India ‘must confine itself to the graowth of
agricultural produce is giving way to the more correct theory that no country can
prosper unless its agricultural and manufacturing industries were equally fostered.
The cultivation may be expected to revive to the full extent in the next few years.
Meanwhile, the introduction of the survey settlement in the several taluks from year
to year brings some addition to the revenue chiefly by the correction of the gross
inequalities in the assessment which previously existed, but thisincrease is consumed
by the provision which requires to be made for the remuneration of the village
officers.
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10. The loss sustained under Sayer isof a more permanent character. It
results from the measures of relief which it was considered necessary to grant in
the interests of the people. The duty on the arecanut was reduced from Re. 1-4-0 to
12 annas per maund ; whilst the duty levied on tobacco, betel leaves, cocoanuts and
cardamoms was at first reduced and afterwards entirely given up, in consequence
of the comparatively small amounts derived from themn and the needless cost of
establishments and annoyance occasioned by the tax. Tobacco, which is grown
only in a few taluks of the Province, especially stood in need of the encouragement
on account of the competition which it has to enter into with the more extensive
produce of other parts of India. These articles are now taxed only in Municipal
towns with other articles subject to the octroi. The Sayer is now retained only on
the arecanut and is too considerable an item of revenue to be given up. In conse-
quence of the peculiar advantages possessed by the Malnad taluks in which the
superior arecanut is grown and the demand which exists for the article in Indian
markets, the duty is not felt as burdensome. The ryots wish rather for some
relief to the heavy land assessment levied on these arecanut gardens under the
survey settlement. The special assessment on gardens 1s open to the objection of
its being a tax on the outlay of capital, but it has always existed in the Province,
though its incidence is now more felt in consequence of its rigid collection
under the survey settlement ; whereas formerly remissions of the tax were allowed,
first, till the trees came into bearing and afterwards when they ceased to yield.
Such remissions are attended with great abuse and cannot be revived; but the
question of making some reduction in the assessment of the more highly assessed
gardens will receive the early consideration of His Highness’ Government. Another
article which had been subjected to Sayer duty was cloths. But as the duty was
levied only on cloths of Indian manufacture and not on the imported piece goods,
it yielded but a comparatively small amount of revenue, which it was considered
expedient to give up. There is no reason, however, why, if an excise on articles of
consumption is to be resorted to under financial pressure, piece goods should not
be preferred to others as providing a basis of a more equal taxation. Such taxes,
however, are open to great objections and have to be resorted to only under extreme
circumstances.

11. The decrease in Mohatarfa represents the heavy mortality amongst the
unfortunate weaver classes who contribute to the loom tax. A loss has also been
incurred in house tax in consequence of a moiety of it in the towns having been
given up to the Municipalities to prevent their levying a separate tax under this
head. If this tax were levied on all houses instead of, as at present, on the houses
of the non-agricultural and miscellaneous classes only, it would be far more pro-
ductive. Such an arrangement has been recently introduced in the Municipal
towns, where all houses are taxed without exemption, but the extension of the
measure to the villages may be misunderstood by the people, and it will not be
resorted to unless forced by financial necessity.

12. The Abkari has been the earliest to recover from the effects of the famine.
This revenue is chiefly realized in the larger towns which suffered least in the
famine and have rapidly recovered since. It is a steadily increasing source of
revenue, though the increase indicating a larger consumption of the spirits is not
altogether a matter for congratulation. There has hitherto been a tendency on the
part of Government to look only to the revenue derivable from this source. The
health and conveniences of the indigent classes, from whom this revenue is chiefly
derived, equally demand the attention of Government. It having come to notice
that hardship was inflicted on the drinking-population of the Malnad by the prohi-
bition introduced against the manufacture of akkibhoja or spirits distilled from
paddy with the view of promoting the sale of arrack, the prohibition has been
removed. The akkibhoja is a mild lignor to which the Malnad population were
long accustomed.

13. A considerable portion of the Abkari revenue is realized in the portion of
the Bangalore Town, which His Highness has consented to assign to the British
Government for the purposes of a Civil and Military Station; but, as the surplus
revenues of the Assigned Tract are intended to be made good to the Mysore State,
its revenues will not suffer.

14. Mysore does not derive any revenue from salt which is a large and in-
creasing source of revenue in other parts of India. The excised salt, which its
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people mostly consume,:contributes to the revenues of British India. The manu-
facture of earth-salt in the Province, which was once somewhat considerable, has
greatly declined. In compliance with the wishes of the Government of India, the
manufacture of the salt within 5 miles of the British frontier has been prohibited
in view to prevent the smuggling of the salt into British Territories. The measure
is attended with some hardship to the classes who have hitherto lived by the mnanu-
facture as well as to the people in remote parts who altogether depend on this salt
for their consumption. It is hoped to bring the purer sea salt within the reach of
those people by the extension of the railways in the Province.

15. The falling off in Stamps, both General and Court Fees, naturally results
from the depressed condition following on the famine. The revenue may be soon
expected to recover.

16. The forest revenue which alone has shown an increase ig, as already
remarked, chiefly derived from the sales of sandal. In recent years, there has been
an increasing demand for sandal, especially for sandal roots used for the manufac-
ture of sandal oil. It has, therefore, been practicable to sell larger quantities and to
realize higher prices than before. But the sales do not admit of unlimited ex-
pansion as the markets for sandal will not take more than a certain quantity annu-
ally; but it is hoped to keep up the present sales, and, in order to meet them, atten-
tion is given to the conservancy of the sandal preserves. As the sandal grows
largely on private lands, the holders of which at present possess no interest in
preserving the trees, it is under contemplation to revive the rule once before pro-
mulgated for allowing a commission to landholders on the sandal grown on their
lands and delivered to Governroent.

17. The other items of forest revenue are quite inconsiderable as yet. The
several descriptions of building-timber growing in the forests, valuable as they are,
.cannot be worked with any great profit unless the cost of felling and cart’ng could
be considerably cheapened. As an instance, it may be mentioned that although
there was a large demand for timber in connection with the Railway to Mysore,
it was found cheaper to get Rangoon timber from Madras than to use the timber
of our forests, except to a small extent at the Mysore end of the line. This was
the case especially in regard to the Railway sleepers. Creosoted pine sleepers
which are considered superior to the teak for this particular purpose were brought
all the way from Europe by sea and by the Railway from Madras and were delivered
at Bangalore at cheaper rates than our teak sleepers could be supplied for, and with
a rapidity which cannot be hoped for in our forests. The work on the Railway
would, in fact, have come to a standstill if it depended on our forests for the supply.
When the country is opened out by railways it is hoped to work the forests to
greater advantage and with scientific appliances.

18. The various descriptions of jungle products will also receive attention at
the same time and the forests will be managed with decidedly more profit than at
present.

19. The extensive scrub jungles along theline of the Railway to Mysore have,
however, been turned to profitable account for the supply of fuel to the Railway
which had been, in the first instance, obtained from the Kuppam jungles in Madras.

20. The forests altogether ought to be made a great source of revenue to the
Government, but this cannot be done unless they are strictly conserved, which is
not altogether agreeable to the people who have been hitherto accustomed to use
them indiscriminately. What is everybody’s property can be of use to no one.
The ryots, however, have strictly no rights in these jungles which, in most cases,
are not situated within the limits of their villages. There ought, therefore, to be no
hardship in making them look to their own lands and to the small tracts of jungles
which are proposed to be assigned to their villages for any supplies they may stand
in need of, and to make them pay moderately for anything required from the Gov-
ernment forests. Arrangements will, however, be made to throw open the pastures
in these jungles to cattle at stated times and under proper arrangements.

21. The aggregate revenue of the Province may, on the whole, be expected to
rise to 104 or 105 lakhs within the next 2 or 3 years ; but it will be long before it
reaches its former maximum of 109} lakhs.

22. Besides the Government revenue above referred to, a sum of about 7
lakhs is annually collected under the head of Local Funds at the rate of one anna
per rupee of land and other descriptions of revenue. The money is expended under
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the control of Local Fund Boards on roads and communications and on the main-
tenance of taluk and hobli schools, and, to some extent, also on the maintenance
of Local Dispensaries in the respective districts. These funds when properly
administered ought to provide for all local requirements under the above heads.

23. Similarly, an annual sum of 4 lakbs is collected under the heads of house
tax, octroi and other items by the several Municipalities which are now established
in all the towns of the Province to provide for their conservancy and sanitation.
The rules relating to both these branches of the Administration are now under con-
sideration. In revising them, due regard will be paid to the importance of ad-
ministering these funds for the benefit of the local public and in accordance with
the wishes of the people; and of not treating them as a mere addition to the
Government revenue.

24. I now proceed to a review of the expenditure. The last two years of the
British administration of the Province were devoted to reforming the various
branches of the Administration and reducing the expenditure in them so as to bring
it within the diminished revenue since the famine. These reforms have, on the
whole, been carried into effect with success. In all, a reduction of 14 lakhs in the
expenditure has been effected without in any way impairing the efficiency of the
Administration. The expenditure before the famine reached the full amount of the
revenue then realized, viz., 109} lakhs of rupees, besides further grants from the
invested surplus of previous years for irrigation works.

25. The various heads of expenditure as they stood in 1878-79 and as they
have been now reduced are given below :—

1878-79 | As now revised
Rs. Rs.
Interest R 4,07,000
Refunds . 33,000 14,000
@ Commissioners of Divisions and Establishments 1,60,650
] % | Deputy Commissioners of Districts and Establishments ... 285,510 2,31,448
g g Assistant Commissioners and Establishments ... 1,90,000 1,05,142
é < Taluk Establishments 5,95,000 5,63,670
g Revenue Survey 3,26,200 2,62,535
g2 | Inam Commission 63,500 6,228
3 3 Remuneration to village servants ... .- 1,00,000 2,07,326
Other items e . e . 64,900 *38,688
Forest . . s e e 2,47,000 2,00,000
Abkari 36,000 18,000
Sayer . e eee . e 38,000 16,000
Stamps 17,000 14,000
Post Office 1,68,000 1,59,640
Administration and Public Departments ... 3,07,000 1,84,057
Palace charges ... cee 0 10,13,000 10,00,000
Minor Departments 76,000 1,00,000
Law and Justice ... 6,32,000 6,08,815
Police 6,24,000 4,57,200
Education .- 2,49,000 1,59,000
Muzrai 2,92,000 2,87,000
Medical e . - . . 1,82,000 1,63,000
Sationery angd Printing s 75,000 87,532
Allowances and Assignments under Treaties 25,61,000 25,10,000
Miscellaneous 83,000 38,356
Civil furlongh and absentee allowances to officers and compensa-
tion to Military Officers transferred from Mysore 20,644
Superannuation pension and gratuities ... 1,83,000 2,74,000
Military, Local Force 8,65,000 7,88,000
Public Works Department ... 14,84,000 10,75,000
Total 1,09,50,760 99,96,281
Add Charges of the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore . 1,00,000
Total e 1,09,50,760 1,00,96,281

D. A. 2
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26. The reductions effected may be roughly summarized as follows:— ;

The expenditure on Public Works and its establishments, .e., on the mainten-
ance of roads and irrigation works, has been reduced from 15 lakhs to Rs. 10,75,000
or by Rs. 4,25,000. Some further reduction may require to be made under the head
to provide for the Railways, and it is hoped it may be effected without inconveni-
ence, as the Local Funds provide a large additional sum for the district roads.
When a complete system of railways shall have been provided for the Province, the
maintenance of all roads should fall entirely on Local Funds.

By substitution of lower paid Native for European Deputy Commissioners and
by reduction in the number of Assistant Commissioners and by the abolition of the
Judicial Establishments attached to these officers, a reduction of Rs. 1,25,000 has
been effegted ; and by the substitution of District and Sessions Judges for Com-
missioners of Divisions with Revenue and Judicial functions, there was a further
reduction of Rs. 80,000; and when Native Judges are substituted for the existing
European Officers, there will be an additional saving under this head. These ar-
rangements effected a complete separation of Judicial from Revenue functions and
by dispensing with an intermediate office of control like that of the Commissioner
have rendered the District Administration more prompt and effectual with a great
saving of correspondence.

By the abolition of separate Police Assistant Comissioners and by a reduc-
tion in the number and pay of the Taluk Police Inspectors and Jamadars and by
reductions in the number of the higher grades of daffedars and peons, a reduc-
tion of another Rs. 1,25,000 has been effected in Police charges.

The reductions made in the Head Offices of control and account under the
head of Administration amount to a lakh of rupees.

The Forest Establishments were reduced by Rs. 50,000 and the abolition of the
Inam Commission effected a saving of another Rs. 55,000.

One Regiment of Barr has been reduced and with the reductions in the Head
Office Establishments there was a saving of nearly a lakh of rupees under this
head.

The Government expenditure on Education shows a saving of Rs. 90,000 partly
by reductions of establishments but chiefly by the transfer of the taluk schools to
District Funds.

The Revenue and Topographical Surveys which now cost Rs. 2,62,500 and
Rs. 87,000, respectively, are temporary establishments which will be dispensed with
on the completion of their work. There has been a saving of Rs. 60,000 in the
former as compared with the charges in 1878-79.

The Medical and Jail Establishments yet remain to be reformed. Under the
latter head, the expensive Jail arrangements now existing at the headquarters of
each district can scarcely be required. There has been a saving of Rs. 60,000
under this head in the cost of maintaining the prisoners which largely increased
during the famine.

Reductions in various other miscellaneous items, such as travelling allowances,
contingencies and the annual allowance paid to the Bangalore Rifle Volunteers,
have contributed another lakh to the savings which aggregate in all 14 lakhs.

These reductions, exclusive of Railways, would have brought down the ordi-
nary charges of the Administration inclusive of 10 lakhs for His Highness’ Civil
List and 243 lakhs for the Subsidy, to 963 lakhs of rupees, but as the famine debt
has entailed a new charge of 4 lakhs for the annual interest and as the pension
charges have increased by a lakh in consequence of the reductions and as the re-
muneration to village officers fixed by the survey has entailed a further addition of
a lakh, the saving effected has been reduced to eight lakhs, and the present annual
expenditure inclusive of the administration of the Assigned Tract managed by the
Resident, but exclusive of the Railways, has to be estimated at 101 lakhs of rupees.
This would leave no surplus for Railways if the revenue were to remain at the
same figure as in the last year, but the revenues for the current year are estimated
at 103 lakhs of rupees, and by further reductions of expenditure, His Highness’
Government is resolved to provide always an annual surplus of five lakhs of rupees
for Railway requirements. .
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The large addition to pensions is a proof of the great consideration with which
the reductions have been carried out. It is still true economy to save appointments
by the grant of temnporary pensions of one-third or of even one-half of the pay,
and to let free the superfluous hands for other useful purposes. It was strictly
provided that no new appointments were to be made inthe place of those pensioned.

27. 1 shall not take up your time on this occasion with any further review of
the working of the different branches of the Administration, but it will not be out
of place to refer to the state of high efficiency attained by the Judicial Branch of
the Administration upon which the well-being of the subjects is so much dependent.
In point of purity, the Judicial Administration of Mysore can compare favorably
with the best administered Provinces in India. Efforts may, however, with ad-
vantage be directed somewhat to simplify the laws and to render the working of the
Courts more intelligible to the people, and in order further to afford them facilities
to seek an amicable settlement of their differences through the leading members of
their communities instead of resorting to the regular Judicial Courts in every little
matter, it is in contemplation to establish arbitration tribunals composed of select
village headmen for the settlement of all minor matters.

28. Some revision of the system of Public Works with the view of these
establishments working promptly and econorhically and in co-operation with the Dis-
trict Officers is also urgently called for, and the question will be taken up at once.

29. In the Department of Education in the working of which also the people
are deeply interested, little remains to be done by way of establishing additional
schools or stimulating a desire for education but efforts are being chiefly directed to
secure better qualifications in the teaching staff of the taluk and hobli schools and
to encourage technical education. Further details under all these heads will be
more properly placed before you at the next year’s assembly.

30. I wish now particularly to dwell on the fact that the ordinary routine of
the Administration of the Government is not the only subject which requires our
notice. The development of the various industries on which the prosperity of the
country is dependent equally demands our consideration, and His Highness’ Gov-
ernment will be always prepared to give every attention to any suggestions which
may be made upon these subjects. The appointment of a special officer for the
purpose cannot be of much service as the experience and knowledge of a single in-
dividual can accomplish but little. His Highness the Maharaja is desirous of
organizing a large association of private gentlemen who are likely to interest them-
selves in the matter and when such an association is formed, His Highness’ Govern-
ment will consider it to be its duty to help the efforts of the association to promote
the industries of the country.

31. His Highness’ Government regards the opening out of the Province by
means of Railways as a necessary preliininary to the development of its resources.
The first line of Railway in the Province from Bangalore to Mysore will be shortly
completed. It was commenced by the late Administration at a time of great
financial difficulties out of the current revenues and has proved a success in every
way forcing economy in all branches of the Administration and utilizing the small
annual savings which would have been otherwise less profitably spent, for providing
a useful and productive work. The estimate for the 86 miles of the Railway to
Mysore is about 35 lakhs. Out of this, 25 lakhs were spent in 1879-80 and 1880-
81, and the remainder will be completed in the current year. Out of the 35 lakhs,
15 lakhs were met from current revenues and the remainder will have to be made
good out of the surplus of the next 4 years. The rapidity with which the work is
being pushed through including such large bridges as those on the two branches of
the Cauvery is due to the untiring energy of the Engineer-in-Chief Major Le-Mes-
surier who has the superintendence of it, and reflects great credit on all the officers
employed on it.

32. Other lines of Railway are even more urgently required for the Province.
A central line leading from Bangalore to Tumkur, Tiptur and on to Tarikere, a total
distance of 150 miles, is of far greater importance as regards the great bulk of the
Province. It will tap the great coffee and arecanut producing Districts of Hassan,
Kadur and Shimoga, bring all remote parts of the Province within easier reach of
Bangalore, and may be regarded as the one most necessary work in the Province to
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provide against future-famines. Cartage from and to the above remote districts of
the Province, where good draught cattle are scarce, is very costly and totally inade-
quate for the transport of food in times of famine. The Railway, besides being pro-
fitable in itself, will greatly add to the wealth of the exporting districts, and secure
economy and efficiency in the Administration and will be invaluable for promoting
industry and cultivation and the general development of the Province. The Rail-
ways from Bellary, Goa and the Southern Mahratta country converging at new
Hoobli, when completed, can, with great advantage, be connected with this line.
The distance from Tarikere by Shimoga to the frontiers of the Province on this line
will be a little more than 50 miles, and the total length of 200 miles from Bangalore
can be completed and provided with rolling stock for less than 80 lakhs of rupees,
Rs. 40,000 per mile being considered the maximum rate.

33. ‘The other Railway extensions which can also be usefully undertaken are—
a line from Mysore to the Wynad, and another from Mysore to Coorg frontiers, the
length of the line to be construcled in each case within the Province being about
50 miles. These two lines will traverse comparatively poor tracts of the Province.
They are required to establish Railway communication between Mysore and the
important Coffee Districts of Wynad and Coorg, which are dependent on it for
supplies of provisions and labor. They will serve to draw the increasing traffic of
these Coffee and Gold-mining Districts to the already completed Railway from
Mysore to Bangalore and thence to Madras; and when either of them is further ex-
tended to the Western Coast, to Beypore by the Wynad, or to Tellicherry by South
Coorg, 1t will also be of use for the large trade existing between Mysore and the
Western Coast and Bombay. The want of such a connection with the Western
‘Coast was very much felt during the last famine, for getting down into the Province
the rice and other food grains cheaply brought by ships from Calcutta to the ports
of Beypore, Calicut and Tellicherry.

34. These three Railways, about 300 miles in length, may cost 120 lakhs of
rupees. It is not to be expected that such costly works could be constructed out
of the current revenues of the Province. English enterprise which had unfortu-
nately been long kept out seems now favorably disposed to embark on such under-
takings in India, and arrangements could be made with English Companies to
undertake the construction of these Railways by the guarantee of a moderate in-
terest of 4 per cent on the outlay only during the first few years of the construction.
It is confidently expected that the Railway will soon begin to repay the interest
and become altogether self-supporting, and thus these important works so essential
to the prosperity of the Province will have been provided without any cost to the
State.

85. Another enterprise which is also now largely engaging the attention of
capitalists in England is the mining for gold. Auriferous reefs are believed to run
through different parts of this Province on an extensive scale, and if those engaged
in the enterprise should succeed in working these reefs with profit, they would
.cotapletely revolutionize the future of the country. Lands supposed to contain
reefs have been and are being leased out largely without any restrictions or any
immediate money consideration, simply providing for the payment of the assess-
ment on the lands with a royalty of 5 per cent on the gross proceeds of the mines.
His Highness’ Government has also promised to take into consideration any propos-
als for the commutation of the royalty for the period of the lease by a present pay-
ment of Rs. 55,000 for each square mile. The prospects must yet be regarded as
uncertain, but it is to be hoped that the attention of English capitalists now
awakened to India may be soon directed to the development of other mineral
sources and other industries in the country.

36. I shall but briefly refer to the various other industries which might use-
fully engage the attention of an association of the kind above proposed. I have
already referred to the complete ruin of the manufacturing and artisan classes by
the famine. Special arts of taste and skill may thrive by manual labor alone, but
industries intended to supply the wants of the great body of the people cannot hope
in these days to sustain themselves against foreign competition without the aid of
machinery.

87. The limited cultivation of cotton in the Province is not favorable to the
establishment of cotton mills on a large scale, though there is field enough for a
mill or two.
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38. The breeding of sheep for wool and the manufacture of woollen articles
form an industry peculiar to the Province, and it will be greatly benefited by the
application of machinery to it.

39. The establishment of a paper manufactory has also been lately mooted
and the attention of the association can be usefully given to these subjects.

40. The cultivation, however, of exportable products of value offers the widest
field for improvement. The most important under this head, the coffee enterprise,
is already in the hands of an intelligent body of English planters, who can be trust-
ed to give every attention to it. Other important products, such as chinchona,
which can be grown in the same parts of the country, may be expected to receive
every attention from the planters. Arrangements are being made for the introduc-
tion in the current year, of an acreage assessment on the coffee lands in lieu of the
existing halat at the rate of 1 rupee per acre or Re. 1-8-0 per acre if a permanent
settlement is desired, with due provision for granting temporary remissions of
assessment in the case of ill-cultivated or ruined estates. The measure will not be
prejudicial to the revenue interests of the Government as the acréage assessment is
expected to realize more than the halat duty heretofore collected ; but it was sanc-
tioned chiefly with the object of giving the planters every inducement to make the

bgst use of their land and to cultivate whatever produce may be found most profit-
able.

41. The tracts suited for the cultivation of cotton and of wheat, which is also
now becoming an important article of export, are comparatively limited in this
Province, but the whole of these tracts could be devoted to the growth of these
valuable articles if the ordinary food grains which are now so largely grown on
them could be cheaply obtained from elsewhere by means of Railways.

4%. The cultivation of sugar cane is already an established industry. Its ex-
tension is dependent on the relative price of rice and sugar, both of which are grown
on the same description of land.

43. The most important industry, however, peculiar to the Province is the
cultivation of silk. The lands on which the mulberry is grown have hitherto been
subjected to special high rates of assessment and the industry had lately all but
died out 1n consequence of the deterioration of the worm. It has, fortunately, now
revived of itself probably owing to some climatic changes. The subject is deserving
of the study of the association both in view to provide against simlar failures in
future and to extend the industry to the fullest extent possible in the Province.

44. Lastly, I must not omit to place before you the important truth that the
prosperity of the country can never be assured until the labor of its people yields
a surplus over and above the food consumed by them. So long as the labor of
agriculturists scarcely yields the food consumed by them, it is not possible to avoid
their complete prostration on the occurrence of a famine or other calamity. Improve-
ment in this respect can only be effected by diminishing the proportion of human
labor employed in the production of the country, by the application of machinery
and capital. Irrigation works answer this purpose to some extent as they enable a
larger quantity of produce to be raised by the same labor. But on the much wider
area of dry lands, the produce yielded is scarcely more than sufficient for the con-
sumption of the cultivator and his family; it is even worse with our artisan and
manufacturing classes. Hitherto, the high rate of interest for money in the country
and the cheapness of labor have told against the employment of costly machinery.
But now that English capital is heing drawn to India on cheap terms, and a wide
gap has been made in the laboring population by the recent famine, the present time
offers a particularly favorable opportunity for raising the status of the people by the
introduction of capital and machinery in industrial pursuits. Extensive tracts of
good land lie waste both in this Province and in the neighbouring British Territories
affected by the famine for want of labor. They offer a good field for capitalists to
bring them under cultivation for the growth of exportable articles by means of steam
ploughs and other machinery. Such a sudden extension of cultivation and manu-
factures by means of machinery, by outstripping the growth of population, will tend
to increase wages and raise the status of the laborer. At present, population
increases at a more rapid rate than production, and increasing want and poverty
is the inevitable result.

D. A. 3
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45. Within the country itself, there is a large amount of small capital unuti-
lized which could be devoted to the same object, but for the engrossing importance
which the Government service assumes to itself in this country. The wealth and
intelligence of the people should be encouraged to seek honorable employment in
productive indutsries instead of looking to the Government service or other equally
unproductive professions.

46. The savings of the Government officials are, no doubt, at present very
largely laid out on land. But they are solely employed in the purchase of lands as
an investment and not on the improvement of their cultivation.

47. Before concluding, I must also refer to the period of intense anxiety
through which both the Government and the people have just passed by the appre-
hensions caused by the recent failure .of the rains—apprehensions which happily
have now subsided except in a few taluks. But such occasional failure of rains is
almost a normal condition of the Province, and the Government must always re-
main in constant anxiety as to the fearful results which must follow from them.
The results of the last famine will show how little can be done by the Government
in the matter, notwithstanding its liberal expenditure, without the co-operation of
the people, Irrigation works will, of course, receive every attention from the Gov-
ernment, although, excepting the river channels, they are not of much use when the
rains fail. Asalready explained, the Government has it in contemplation to provide
a complete system of Railways to facilitate the transport of food, and it is also in-
tended to initiate under proper arrangements, to prevent abuse, a system of advan-
ces to the ryots for the more extensive digging of wells in the taluks where there
are springs in the soil, and, as already remarked, private efforts for the application
of capital and machinery in the cultivation of land will receive every encourage-
ment from the Government. But a great deal must be done by the people them-
selves to provide against these calamities. At the special request of His Highness
the Maharaja, I exhort you and through you the rest of the people not to forget the
important and, I may say, the sacred duty which devolves on every cultivator
always to lay by sufficient provision of food for himself and his family for a year or
two. The peculiar character of ragi, the food grain of this Province, for which
there is little demand elsewhere and which can endure keeping for years, affords
great facility in this respect. There is also another matter which promises to en-
sure against the minor failures of rains at least, if carefully attended to by the
ryots. Professional agriculturists have discovered the fact, which must indeed be
obvious to all, that deep ploughing must enable the soil to retain greater moisture
and to support the crops against failure of the rains for a longer interval than
otherwise. The various conditions to be attended to in the matter must be settled
by actual experience, but there can be no doubt that in the deep-red and black dry
soils in this Province deep ploughing must prove successful. Arrangements will be
made for getting suitable ploughs made in the country itself at cheap rates and
His Highness’ Government trusts to your getting them into general use.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON THE 26t OCTOBER 1582.

GENTLEMEN,

This is theSecond Annual Meeting of the Representatives of the people
before whom it will be my privilege to lay, by command of His Highness the
Maharaja, the important facts connected with the administration of the Province
during the past year, and the measures proposed to be carried out in the year to
come. It is gratifying to find that since His Highness the Maharaja initiated this
popular measure, the Government of India have resolved upon a comprehensive
scheme for extending self-government in local matters throughout the British Ter-
ritories in India. Their Despatch of the 8th May 1882, which contains their orders
on the subject, may, from its earnestness of purpose, its liberal views, and far-seeing
statestnanship, be truly regarded as introducing a new era in Indian Administra-
tion. The universal satisfaction with which it has been received throughout South-
ern India, and, I believe, in other parts of India also, is proof of the appreciation of
the boon by the people, and refutes the assumption often made that they are not
yet prepared for self-government. If the spread of any high degree of education
among the great mass of the people were to be insisted upon as a sine qua non, we
may have to wait for ever; meanwhile every year under an autocratic system of
government will find the people less fit for representative institutions. The sprink-
ling of educated men who are sure to be found in these representative bodies will
serve for all purposes of leading and guiding ; but what is required in the great body
of the Representatives is common sense and practical views, such as characterized
your discussions on the occasion of our last Meeting, and which are sure to be
possessed by men of ordinary knowledge engaged in industrial and other useful
occupations. The real education for self-government can only be acquired by the
practical exercise of representative functions and responsibilities under the guidance,
as observed by the Government of India, of officers possessed of administrative tact
and directive energy and evincing an earnest interest in the success of the experi-
ment. The success in different parts of the country will vary, not so much accord-
ing to the spread of English education, as according to the strength with which
village cormmunal ideas still subsist amongst the people. The defects which
would require to be guarded against in the working of these Representative Bodies
are a tendency to fall into apathy, and the growth of a factious spirit; but these
could be successfully overcome by the counsel and exhortations of the District
Officer evincing an earnest interest in the success of the measure. It cannot be too
often impressed on the Representatives that in the discharge of the important func-
tions entrusted to them, they are expected to evince a true public spirit, and to be
actuated by considerations not of any personal wants or grievances, or of even those
of any particular caste or section of the community only, but by considerations of
the interest of the public at large. It cannot, however, be concealed that the Govs
ernment officers themselves require as much education in-the matter as the less
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informed Representatives of the people, and earnestness- on their part to promote
the public interest, not to mention considerations of personal distinction and im-
portance, begets a desire to devise and carry out what appear to them useful works;
and this is, not unnaturally, followed by intolerence of difference of opinion or opposi-
tion from others. These have to give way to the higher qualities of a patient and
watchful interest in the proceedings of others, which they must be content to guide
and direct by advice and suggestions without any abatement of their earnestness
to promote the public interests. District officers have to be strongly imbued with
the idea that in municipal and other matters the public interests are better served
by diffusing sound ideas on the subject amongst the people, and thereby inducing
them to work out the results for themselves, than by the Government doing the
work for\them. Though the objects arrived at may not thereby be accomplished so
promptly and successfully as by Government agency, the result will be enduring,
and will have a spreading influence amongst the people, and will be less subject to
those changes which often characterize the improvements initiated by Public
Officers.

I have been led to this digression, not only because the question is of the great-
est importance to all India, but the discussions which are taking place in the various
Presidencies are of service to us in maturing our own schemes in connection with
the subject. I have to confess that beyond initiating the larger measure of this Re-
presentative Assembly, we have not as yef done anything to improve the constitution
of our Municipalities and Local Fund Boards. The subject has been delayed, partly
owing to the heavy work which devolved on the Government in reorganizing the
various departments of the administration, and partly from a desire to place the
question before this Assembly for consideration. When the general principles are
decided upon, I assure you that no time will be lost in giving effect to them. That
the question is attended with difficulties will be apparent from the divergent views
entertained, not only by the several Liocal Governments and Public Officers consult-
ed, but also by the Native Associations and Native gentlemen who have as yet
expressed their views. The discussions on the subject cannot be considered to have as
yet closed, nor the Government measures to have assumed a definite and practical
form. Even that distinguished exponent of Native public opinion, the Poona Sar-
vajanik Sabha, have put forth some proposals which cannot be considered to be alto-
gether free from objection. They urge that the District Local Fund Boards should
be presided over by the Magistrate Collector of the District, not taking sufficient
account of the farseeing objection raised to i1t by the Government of India, on the
ground that the free expression of opinion by the Board is apt to be checked by the
overshadowing influence of the District officer when he presides over its proceedings,
and of the unseemly collision between him and the members of the Board which
may arise when the latter are independent enough to express opinions not in accord
with those of the President. The proceedings of the Board in the important mat-
ters of public interest which are to be entrusted to them will, doubtless, require the
guidance and supervision of the District officer, but such control, as observed by
the Government of India, will be better exercised from outside without any loss to
his prestige. The Sarvajanik Sabha in making the above suggestion must have
been 1nfluenced by the apprehension of a non-official Board not being able to man-
age the Local Fund works without the active co-operation of the Collector. This
only points to the necessity of a separation of functions which will be hereafter ad-
verted to. The Sabha also urge a separate representation in the Board for the educat-
ed classes. This does not seem to me to be the proper view to be taken of the position
of the educated classes in the country, who are expected to mingle with the general
public on common ground, and endeavour to influence and guide them. Educational
status, in the absence of property, may entitle a person to a vote along with others
in the election of the Members of the Board, but it cannot be desirable that the
educated classes should seek a separate representation in the Board.

I now come to the proposals which I have to lay before you for our own Pros
vince. I must first point out that we have proceeded here upon lines somewhat
different from those now proposed to be followed by the Government of India.
We thought that a Representative Assembly, like the one in which we are now
1iret, formed of the leading members of the District population, coming in direct
communication with the Government, and discussing and exercising an influence
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on its administrative measures, would be a desirable preliminary to the strengthen-
ing of Representative Institutions in Municipalities and Districts. The Repre-
sentatives thus brought in direct communication with the Government will carry
back with them to the Districts a higher status, and a higher tone and sense of
responsibility to guide them and their fellow-members on the Municipal and Local
Fund Boards, and to encourage them in the discharge of their duties under the
varying influences of different District officers. Moreover, there seems no reason
why the influence of public opinion should be confined to Municipal and Local
Fund affairs, important as they are; and why it should not be brought to bear upon
the various administrative measures of the Government in which the people are
equally interested, such as the working of the Police, the Magistracy, the adminis-
tration of justice, and the various branches of the Revenue Administration, and
Financial and all other matters, excepting those which political considerations may
render it necessary to withhold from the public. The moderation and practical
good sense which characterized your discussions on the occasion of our first meet-
ing last year, and the several measures of useful and necessary reform which
resulted from them, induce me to place a high value on the practical views of the
people on matters immediately affecting their interests, as contrasted with mere
theoretical ideas. I venture, therefore, to submit that the liberal measures in
regard to self-government now inaugurated by the Government of India would be
incomplete if the elective Municipal and Local Fund Boards created by them were
not further utilized, whether by way of deputing a certain number of members to
the Legislative Councils of the Local Governments, or in some other way, as the
exponents of public opinion on public matters entitled to respectful consideration
from Government.

In considering the constitution of Municipal and Local Fund Boards, it will be

. useful to have regard to the distinction between Administrative and Executive
functions. Representative bodies are eminently fitted for the former, but they
would labour under great disadvantages if charged with the executive work. In
the smaller Municipalities with limited income and expenditure, there will not be
difficulty in leaving the entire administration, both administrative and executive,
to the Municipal Boards; but in large Municipalities like those of Bangalore and
Mysore, involving various important interests, with a large income, and requiring
extensive establishments to administer Municipal affairs with efficiency, as well as
in regard to Local Fund Boards whose works extend over wide areas, a separation
of the administrative from executive fuuctions will be necessary to ensure success.
The former may be placed entirely in the hands of the Representative Boards,
subject to the control of the Government; but the Government officers or other
paid officers possessed of the requisite training and appointed or approved by the
Government, must continue to be largely employed in the executive portion of the
work. As regards the collection of the Local Fund Revenue, it must be a mere
waste of money to employ separate agency for it, when an extensive Government
Agency spreading through the whole Province already exists for the collection of
the Government revenue, and can continue to be at the same time employed in the
collection of the Local Fund Revenue, with efficiency and without conflict of
authority; whilst, as regards the execution of works, the existing Government
Agency will be found far more efficient than any whom the Local Fund Boards
could separately employ. Considering that the Government are interested in the
Local Fund works equally with the people, there is no reason why the Government
Agency should not be continued to be employed on them so long as they are held
responsible to the Local Fund Boards, as well as to the Government, for their work.
Indeed, with the large salaries and prospects of promotion by regular grades and of
pensions commanded by the Government service, it will be extremely difficult for
the Local Fund Boards to provide themselves with a separate agency commanding
equal status and sense of respectability, however otherwise desirable it might be.
At all events, the existing Government Agency should not be withdrawn until it
could be gradually replaced by other equally efficient agency; but even where a
separate agency could be employed, asin some of the larger Municipalities, it will
be necessary that the controlling executive officers, in order to give them a better
status and sense of responsibility, should be appointed by the Government, though
with the consent of the Municipalities and Local Fund Boards concerned, being
subject to removal or transfer, either at the instance of the Government, or of a
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large majority of the Board for sufficient reasons. The District officer would
occupy the position cf the immediate control of the executive and of a referee,
arbiter, and guide between the Boards and the Executive officers.

As regards any objections on the score of this separation of work diminishing
the importance and consequently the interest of the members of the Board, I have
only to observe that administrative functions comprise by far the most important
part of their duties, and can be enlarged to any extent, according to requirements.
They will comprise the determination of the taxes to be raised, their rates, the
mode of collection, the remissions to be granted, and the hearing of any appeals in
regard to these matters, the framing of the Budget of Receipts and Expenditure,
the sanction of estimates for individual works, and even the manner of carrying
out thtﬁworks, inclusive of the disposal of contracts for them on competition, and
generally the initiation and direction' of all measures connected with the depart-
ment. These functions they could discharge at periodical meetings, and by means
of Managing Committees appointed from amongst themselves without altogether
taking them away from their private occupations, they being paid their travelling
and other expenses. If they were to undertake anything more, they or any manag-
ing members of their body would require to be c¢onverted into irregular salaried
officers, which cannot be desirable as 1t would destroy the representative character
of these Boards. The members will, for the first few years at least, be better
trained for their responsibilities by thus confining themselves to administrative
functions free from the corrupting influences of executive work. And the arrange-
ment will possess the great advantage of at once introducing a system of real self-
government in local matters on a sure and safe footing, with freedom for the future
enlargement of their functions so as to embrace executive work if they are found
capable of taking it into their own hands hereafter.

Thus arranged, there can be no objection, and it will be proper, that the whole of
the members of the Municipal and Local Fund Boards should be elected by the
people. In Municipalities, the number of members for each Mohalla or Division of
the town being fixed, they will be elected by the votes of the house-owners and
others resident in the Division and paying Municipal taxes above a certain amount ;
and similarly, as regards the District Local Fund Boards, the number of members for
each Taluk being fixed, they will be appointed by the votes of the land-holders in the
Taluk paying local cess above a certain amount ; additional votes in both cases being
allowed to those whose contributions to the Municipal and Local Fund Revenues
are large.

The Government may reserve to themselves the power of appointing, when
considered necessary, two or three members, either from amongst their officers or
from non-official persons as the exponents of their views; but the system of Govern-
ment appointing by nomination half or one-third of the entire number of members
seems uncalled for, and is objectionable as it occasions invidious distinction in the
status of the members, and weakens the moral effect of the elective system. The
Government ought not to seek to secure a majority in the Board tocarry out their
views. It would suffice to reserve to it the power of over-ruling the Proceedings of
the Board, or of suspending their functions when they are found not to work satis-
factorily. The various Departmental heads in the District or in the Municipal
Town will be at liberty to set forth their views to the Board, either in person at its
meetings, or by letter, and the District officer may at any time call a meeting of
the Board for the purpose; but they will have no voice in the proceedings of the
meeting. The members of the Board should be allowed to appoint their chairman
either from amongst their number, or from outside, and should further have autho-
rity to appoint such Managing Committee from amongst their number for the con-
duct of administrative work both at the District Headquarters and in the several
Taluks.

As regards the work which would devolve on these Boards, what constitutes
Municipal affairs is sufficiently understood, and its cost is defrayed from the revenues
assigned to Municipalities which can hereafter be altered as required. The District
Local Fund Boards may undertake the charge of all the roads generally (Govern-
ment confining itself to the Railways) of elementary Education, of minor Hospitals
and Dispensaries, Ferries, Cattle-pounds, Chattrams and Musafirkhanas, and such
other local matters as may be entrusted to them hereafter, the cost being defrayed
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from the Local Cesses and Ferry and Pound Collections, aided by such contribution
as the Government may be able to make from its general revenues. The conser-
vancy of Tanks and Irrigation works, as well as the Government buildings, will
continue to be managed by the Government through the District officers.

It only remains to notice the nature and extent of the control to be reserved
by the Government. All works above a certain amount will, as at present, require
the previous sanction of the Government. The raising of loans, the levy of new
taxes, the alienation of Municipal property, matters involving religious questions or
affecting the public peace should, as indicated in the Despatch of the Government
of India, be also referred for the orders and sanction of the Government ; but the
Boards should also be called upon to furnish to the District officer copies of all
their proceedings, and their accounts; and the Government should, for the present
at least, have the power to vote and set aside any proceedings of the Board. The
power will, however, be exercised only by the Government, the District Officer
having simply authority to suspend any proceedings, pending a representation to
the Government. Government should also be at liberty, in the event of continued
neglect of duty on the part of the Board, or of its not working satisfactorily, to
suspend the Board temporarily, and get its work done by other agency.

If the above principles meet with general approval, they will be worked out in
greater detail, and embodied in a regulation to be passed by the Government. And
it is in contemplation to introduce simultaneously the equally desirable measure of
constituting Benches of Magistrates, composed of non-officials, for the administra-
tion of criminal justice in petty matters in the larger towns.

Having taken up so much of your time with the above important question, I
must be brief in my notice of the other subjects which I have to place before you.

The extensive reductions of establishments which had to be made to relieve
the financial embarrassments of the Province, were referred to in last year’s address.
These reductions are still in progress, and will be shortly completed, when I shall
be in a position to place before you the savings effected in a complete form. The
further reductions which are proposed to be made are briefly as follows :—

The Taluks of Gudibanda, Sidlaghatta, Betamangala, Devanhalli, Koratagere,
Budihal, Canakuppa, Lakvalli and Narsipur are to be abolished, placing Deputy
Amildars, combining the functions of the Amildar and the Police Inspector, at the
Headquarters of the abolished Taluks.

The two Districts of Chitaldrug and Hassan are also to be abolished, the for-
mer District, with the exception of the Davangere Taluk, to be added on to Shi-
moga, will be added to the Tumkur District ; but in reality will be adwinistered by
an Assistant Commissioner of ability and promise with almost independent powers,
but unencumbered with the charge of a Treasury and Jail. It is hoped to secure
by this arrangement even a more efficient administration than at present for the
abolished Districts, whilst a considerable saving of establishment is effected. The
four Taluks of the northern half of Hassan, vz, Manjarabad, Hassan, Belur and
Arsikere, will be similarly placed under an independent Assistant Commissioner,
and added on for purposes of accounts to the small District of Kadur. The four
Taluks of the southern half, viz., Arkalgud, Channarayapatna, Nagamangala, and
Attikuppa, with the Mandya Taluk, will be similarly constituted the charge of an
Assistant Commissioner to be stationed at French Rocks, and added to the Mysore
District.

In the Judicial Department also, in which the number of Courts is quite out
of proportion to the work to be done, some reductions are intended to be effected
almost immediately. The Munsiffs’ Courts at Chintamani, Closepet, Hunsur and
Davangere will be abolished, adding their jurisdiction to other adjoining Munsiffs,
who have not at present sufficient work.

The Sub-Judges’ Courts of the two abolished Districts will necessarily be also
abolished ; and it is also proposed to abolish the Sub-Court at Kolar, adding its
jurisdiction to the Sub-Court at Bangalore, which is very conveniently situated as
regards several Taluks of the Kolar District. 1t is believed that hereafter another
Sub-Court can also.be done away with when Railway facilities are extended towards
Kadur.



16

The three District Judges will remain for a time, lower paid Native officers be-
ing substituted for the remaining two European Judges, until they are absorbed in
the High Court. The three Judges of the High Court; in addition to their appellate
functions, can easily undertake the Sessions work of the whole Province, the Sub-
Judges in the remoter Districts being vested with Assistant Sessions Judges’ powers.

It is in contemplation simultaneously to put an end to the present ruinous
system of double appeals. From the Sub-Judge’s Court there will be but one
appeal to the High Court; and in the case of suits instituted in Munsiffs’ Ceourts,
the appeals from which would lie to the Sub-Judge, a second appeal to the High
Court would be allowed free of stamp duty, where the Sub-Judge has reversed the
decision of the Munsiff. If the Sub-Judge confirm the Munsiff’s decision and if the
losing party wishes to appeal to the High Court, he will be required to pay the
stamp duty, which in any case is not to be awarded against his opponent. The
High Court in these cases are to be Judges of both fact and law, as the restriction
of second appeals to questions of law leads to a considerable failure of justice, and
deprives the suitors of the benefits of a judgment by a plurality of Judges of higher
status based on equitable considerations embracing fact as well as law.

The above reductions, it is estimated, will effect an annual saving of about two'
lakhs of rupees; additional savings are expected from the abolition of 5 out of 8
District Jails which at present contain few prisoners; from the revision of the
Anche Establishments, which have been 1naintained on a needlessly extravagant
scale ; from the abolition of the establishments of the numerous Travellers’ Bunga-
lows in the Province which are scarcely used by European travellers; and also the
feeding establishments at several chattrams, in which there is great abuse, though
the savings under this latter head will be devoted to the improvement of the chat-

trams so as to afford better accommodation to the large numbers of Native
travellers.

The Medical and Public Works Departments remain to be re-organised as re-
gards work but not with the view of reductions, which have already been effected,
and the Press arrangements have also to be revised.

The Railway to Mysore may be now regarded as in full working order, being
pronounced by competent judges to be one of best-made lines, notwithstanding the
difficult gradients, which are unavoidable. The traffic of passengers during the
present Dasara would have given you an opportunity of judging how immense a
boon it is to the country. The Railway, which was estimated at 353 lakhs will
have cost, when the accounts are adjusted and the few remaining buildings are com-
pleted, 43 lakhs, or about 50,000 rupees per mile. The increase resulted from the
maintenance of the line during the first year chargeable to Capital having been left
out in the original estimate ; from an increased provision of Rolling Stock and en-
gines; and from the bridges and other works having cost more than the estimate,
contrary to the expectations of the Engineer-in-Chief. The Railway, nevertheless,
cannot be regarded as a costly line. Under economical management it is already
yielding a net return of 3 per cent on the capital outlay, notwithstanding that the
goods traffic has not yet commenced to be carried to the full extent. The working
expenses are kept within 50 per cent of the gross earnings. Calculating from the
returns of the last three months, the coaching traffic may be expected to earn two
lakhs per annum, or about Rs. 50 per week per mile; and if the goods traffic soon
commences to yield as much and the working expenses are kept below 50 per cent
of the earnings, the Railway is certain to yield a net return of & per cent, notwith-
standing its comparatively large Capital cost. The Railway has been constructed
partly from current revenue, and partly out of the comparatively large cash balances
which had to be kept up to meet the demand for subsidy during months when there
are no collections coming in. Under arrangements sanctioned by the Government
of India, to receive the annual subsidy of 244 lakhs in two equal instalments in
January and March, the collection season, a smaller amount of cash balances is found
sufficient to carry on the work of administration. The few remaining liabilities being
adjusted in the present year out of the current revenue, the State from next year
will own the Railway unencumbered by debt, and adding twp lakhs to its annual
revenue from the Mysore Railway earnings.

The wants of the Province in respect of the Railways were sketched in my last
year's address; out of the lines therein mentioned it is now proposed to undertake
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only the Railway from Bangalore to Tiptur, a distance of about 85 miles, for which
purpose the raising of a loan of 20 lakhs was sanctioned by the Government of
India. Thisloan, bearing 5 per cent interest, has been successfully floated, the
tenders received averaging 99 per cent, the Loan paper now selling at 1 per cent
premium. Owing to restrictions placed by the Presidency Banks’ Act, the Presi-
dency Banks, with whom we negotiated for receiving tenders for the Loan and for
payment of Interest at all their Branches in India, were precluded from subscribing
to the loan themselves. The other Banks also kept aloof, but tenders from private
English and Native Gentlemen were received from Madras, Calcutta, Bombay, Alla-
habad, Peshawar, Kurrachee, Ahmedabad, and other places, to the extent of nearly
one-half of the Loan. But the most noticeable feature was the large amount sub-
scribed in small sums by the raiyats and merchants in the Shimoga, Kadur and
Tumkur Districts, showing how much the Railway is appreciated by them.

The line to Tiptur, it is expeeted, will be easier than the one to Mysore, with
fewer and large curves and easier gradients. At Rs. 40,000 per mile the line to
Tiptur will cost 34 lakhs; so that we have to find, in addition to the amount of the
loan, 14 lakhs from the current revenues for the completion of the work; but the
advantages of the Railway will not be sufficiently realised unless 1t were carried to
Kadur, a rurther distance of about 40 miles, so as to open out the Coffee District of
Kadur and the great arecanut mart of Birur and bring it into nearer communication
with Shimoga. This we can accomplish gradually from current revenues if a fur-
ther loan of 10 lakhs were allowed to be locally raised hereafter, leaving the further
extension of the Railway to join the Hubli-Goa, and Bellary Line for future consi-
deration.

The Railway work up to Tumkur, exclusive of permanent-way was given out
on contract on terms favorable to Government to local Native contractors of respecta-
bility possessing adequate means, and a contract has also been entered into with an
English firm for the supply of the permanent-way materials on terms more favorable
than were obtained for the Mysore Railway. It is intended to obtain the sleepers
required from the local téak forests.

In undertaking these local Railways it was intended not only to meet the neces-
sary and urgent wants of the people as regards facilities of communication, but also
to train up Natives in the working of Railways and of the engines and machinery con-
nected with them; and thereby also to diffuse the practice of handling machinery
amongst the people. In this view, the Government had to congratulate itself in
having secured Native contractors to undertake the construction of the Tumkur
Railway, as they will be thereby encouraged to undertake other lines hereafter.

Native assistants have been provided to the Superintendents in the Locomo-
tive, Engineering and Traffic Branches of the Railway, and arrangements are being
made for placing a number of Native young men of intelligence and good health
and physique in the Locomotive Workshops to receive their training, so that here-
after a considerable portion of the working staff may be manned from them.

The proposed extension of the Mysore Railway towards the Wynaad to join the
Western Coast has to be given up for the present, excepting ashort extension to
Nanjangud, a distance of 14 miles, which will be useful both on account of the im-
portance of the place and the facility which the Railway will afford for the convey-
ance of timber felled in the State Forests and floated down the Kabani River. But
a concession is about to be granted for a period of 10 years for laying 100
miles of Steam Tramway of 20 inches gauge on the existing roads towards Coorg
and the Wynaad without interfering with cart traffic. This, when completed, will
afford all necessary facilities for traffic and will serve as feeders to the Mysore Rail-
way until it could be extended in the above directions.
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I have now to place before you the ﬁnan01al results of the last year's Adminis-
tration. They are as follows:—

RECEIPTS.
Items 1881-82.
Rs.
Land Revenue . .. 70,20,842
Foiest . 7,05,619
Abkan .. 12,738,523
Mohatarfa .- . 267,385
Sayer \ ... e 4,42,547
Salt vem 12,950
Stamps .. 495831
Law and Justice ... . 128,019
Anche Postal Recelpts 55,129
Education 28,491
Medical 667
Military ee 3,259
Public Works 17,531
State Railway . R ... 1,68,907
Mining Leuses .. 116,996
Miscellaneous o 1,13,295
Total ... 1,08,50,991
EXPENDITURE.
Items 1881-82.
Rs.

Interest .. 452471
Refunds e 43,877
Land Revenue Lsta,bllshment——

Deputy Commissioners and Establishment . 2,40,349

Assistant Commissioners Establishment 88,197

Taluk Establishments ... 5,66,678

Revenue Swrvey e 2,41,227

Inam Department . 12,576

Remuneration to Village Serva,nts e 2,929,898

Other Items 24,503
Forest - 2,23,071
Abkari 31,607
Sayer 15,260
Stamps . 14,413
Post Office . 1,569,661
Administration and Publlc Departments e 2,11,296
Installation Charges .. 1,563,685
Palace Charges ... ... 10,38,986
Minor Departments T 89,659
Law and Justice including Regxstmtlon ... 093,679
Police ... 4,81,750
Education ... 158836
Muzrai . . 2,69,763
Medical . 1,64,208
Stationery and Puntmg .- 76,299
Allowances and Assignment under Trea.t.xes .. 25,08,933
Civil Furlough and Absentee Allowances . ... 25,431
Pensions and Gratuities . 2,70,406
Miscellaneous . - v .- . 1,22,677
Military (Local Fome) e 1,53,420
Public Works Department ves .. 10,70,702
State Railway—

Capital Account .. ... 14,96,003

Revenue Account ... 1,03,636

D L am—

Total .. 1,19,33,157

The Revenue amounted to 108} lakhs of rupees, but it includes a little more
than a lakh derived from the Gold Mining leases, not, however, as the result of
their working, but in the shape of deposits made for the leases, and by the commu-
tation of the Royalty in one instance. The prospects of these mines are as yet
uncertain, so that no receipts under this head can be calculated upon for future
years. Leaving out this item, therefore and 13 lakhs of rupees, the gross earnings
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of the Mysore Railway, the receipts from the ordinary Revenues amounts to 106
lakhs of rupees. The Land Revenue Settlements for the year show an incregse
of alakh of rupees over the preceding year. It results from lands relinquished during
the famine having been, to a small extent, taken up again in the Tumkur and
Bangalore Districts. There was also an increase of half a lakh from the substitu-
tion of the acreage assessment on coffee lands for the Halat duty, which was dwind-
ling down to a very small figure. Asan encouragement to the planters half the
full assessment was authorized to be levied for the first five yearsin cases in which
estates required to be worked up, so that at the end of the above period there will
be a further increase of another half a lakh of rupees. Owing to the above consi-
derate treatment, coffee lands, which, it was said, would be largély thrown up have
not been relinquished to any considerable extent.

The working of the Sandal and other Forest resources has received every
attention, and shows an increase of revenue under that head.

There was also a considerable increase in Abkari, owing to_the gradual recovery
of the Province from the effects of Famine, and unfair combination having been
guarded against in the giving out of the contracts.

There was also an increase of more than a lakh of rupees under Sayer in the
receipts from arecanuts, which fell off considerably during the Famine.

The sinall variations under other heads of receipts call fall for no explanation.

The expenditure during the year amounted to 119 lakhs, of which 15 lakhs
were incurred on account of the construction of the Mysore Railway, and 1 lakh
on account of its working.

Deducting the above, and also the special item of 1} lakhs of rupees incurred
on account of the Installation charges, the ordinary annual expenditure amounts
to only 101} lakhs of rupees, inclusive of the administration charges of: the C_lvnl
and Military Station of Bangalore; and with the further reductions of e.sta.bhsh-
ments about to be carried out as already referred to, there can be no question as to
an annual surplus of 5 lakhs being secured for Railway purposes, and the net
income from the Mysore Railway will be an addition.

I must now briefly notice how the several subjects brought forward by you
during our last year's discussions have been disposed of by the Government.

Here the several subjects were noticed seriatim, and the address was then
concluded with the following :—

I cannot conclude this address without referring again to what I urged last
year, the great importance of the development of the various industries in the
Province, though owing to the heavy work of organization which devolved, in the
Government during the year, it has not been able to accomplish anything in this
direction. The Association which was proposed for the promotion of Science and
Industry has not yet been formed, but I assure you that no further time will be
lost in organizing it. The Eurasian Association is now actively engaged in endea-
vouring to introduce industrial life amongst that important class of the population.
His Highness' Government has made large grants of lands to the Association on
favorable terms for a short period, in order that such members of the Eurasian Com-
munity as may be in want of other occupation may find a home and the means of
pursuing agricultural industry. The experiment is attended with difficulties as these
classes have hitherto looked down upon labour as beneath them, but should the
patriotic efforts mnade by the more enlightened members amongst them be crowned
with the success which they deserve, it will have an important bearing on the
general agriculture and industry of the country, as the improvements of foreign
agriculture are likely to be readily adopted by them, and when tried by them practi-
cally and successfully will be soon taken up by the Native population around.

A Woollen Manufactory on a small scale has been established in Bangalore by
private agency. The establishment of a Cotton Mill and of a Paper Manufactory,
improvements in the cultivation of wheat and cotton and in the breeding of sheep
for wool are all yet in the stage of incubation; but they are all unimportant
compared with the great addition which could be made to the wealth of the Pro-
vince by the extension of the Silk Industry. The soil and climate of the Province
are eminently suited for the cultivation of mulberry and the rearing of silk worms,
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and if France and Italy and other European countries could annually produce some
crores of rupees worth of silk, there is no reason why by proper attention to the
subject the silk industry in this Province should not annually yield 10 lakhs or
more. The subject is already engaging the attention of some practical Englishmen.
The Government is prepared to accord every support and encouragement for the
advancement of the industry, though it does not consider it proper to embark on
the enterprize on its own account.

I must, however, again report that whatever Government or any few outsiders
can do must& be small compared with what the great mass of the population engaged
in industrial' pursuits could accomplish in their several occupations when stirred up
by a desire for advancement. When all the world around is working marvellous
progress, the 200 millions of people in this country cannot much longer continue
in their long sleep, simply following the traditions of their ancestors of 2,000 years
ago, and earning a miserable subsistence, ready to be crushed on the 1st occurrence
of a famine or other calamity. Steam began to be utilized in Europe as a motive
power in manufactures only at the beginning of the present century. India then
used to export cloths to England. Now England, notwithstanding a severe competi-
tion from the other countries of Europe and America, supplies the greater portion
of the world with cloths and other manufactures. These are not the fruits of any
large individual discoveries which alone can attract the attention of the official
mind, but the result of numerous individual inen devoting their intelligence to
effect small discoveries and improvements from day to day in their several occupa-
tions which in their aggregate produce such warvellous wealth and general pros-
perity. _

What then may not be accomplished if the large population in this country
once entered on a similar career of progress. The one great problem to be solved
by Indian Statesmen is how the people could be roused from the crushing influence
of officialdom and stirred up to industrial enterprise and progress. His Highness’
Government is most anxious to do what lies in its humble power in this direction;
but now that a new era of representative institutions and self-government is com-
mencing to infuse new life into the nation, the Government must look to you, as
the representatives of the people, to spread these ideas amongst them, and rouse
them to a sense of their true interest and importance.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON THE 13tH OCTOBER 15%83.

“GENTLEMEN,

It devolves on me, to lay before you, by command of His Highness the
Maharaja, at this the third Annual Assembly of the representatives of the people,
a brief statement of the proceedings of the Government during the past year,
together with a short summary of what is being done in the current year. I wish
most sincerely that the task had continued in the hands of the eminent statesman
who addressed you on the last occasion. I am sure you have missed his genial
presence during the festivities which have just closed, and I need hardly add that
you will doubly feel in this hall today the void which he has left. It may, however,
be some small satisfaction to you to be assured that the present policy of His
Highness’ Government is, in the main, based on the lines so ably chalked out by
him in many of his public speeches both here and elsewhere; and I have no doubt
that the great example which he has set us in his unwearied solicitude for the
welfare of the people will long continue to encourage usin the discharge of our
onerous public duties.

2. Last year, your attention was invited to the important subject of self-
Government in local matters, and a scheme for such a form of Government was
sketched out to you, with a promise of its further elaboration and early introduction
into the Province. I shall not occupy your time by a repetition of the grounds
on which the late Dewan felt sure of the advantages and eventual success of
that form of Government. It will suffice to say that His Highness’ Government
has had no reason to change that opinion, and I have accordingly, with the sanction
of the Maharaja, drafted a Regulation for the administration of the Local and
Irrigation Funds by Local Boards, which, with a Statement of Objects and Reasons,
has already been published in the Government Gazette. This Bill, and the opi-
nions of the chief officers of the State regarding it, will hereafter be discussed in the
Council, and I commend it to your earnest study, and hope to receive your views
which will be most carefully considered by the Government. I shall not stop to go
over all the provisions of the Bill, as a pretty exhaustive abstract of it is given in
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and its provisions have already been so
fully explained to you during the past week. I must, however, draw your attention
to a few points of importance on which there have been great differences of opinion.
The Bill, you will observe, assumes the Taluk or the existing sub-division of a
taluk to be the unit of area for which a Local Board is to be constituted. Appre-
hensions are felt in some quarters as to the possibility of constituting efficient
Local Boards for such small areas; but it is well known that one chief cause of the
inefficiency of the present Distriot Committees lies in the fact that their members
do not possess the requisite local interest and local knowledge, and it is evident
therefore that, if the system is to have a fair trial, the beginning must be made with
Taluk Boards. The Government are convinced that by careful selection in the
first instance, & tolerably efficient Board can be constituted for each talukb and
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they propose not to overwhelm such Boards with work "beyond their capacity, but
to restrict their functions, in the first instance, to such matters as they already feel
an interest in, such as elementary education, medical and other local charitable
institutions, local plantations, water-supply, etc.

3. The next question of importance relates to the constitution of these
Boards. The Bill provides for the due preponderance of the non-official element
in them, but leaves it to Government whether to appoint the non-official members
by selection from the rate-payers, or allow them to be® elected by the rate-payers
themselves. It also provides for either an official or an elected President. This
course, let ne assure you, has been most advisedly adopted in the public interest,
in order to%{;revent failures and collapse which it is our great anxiety to avoid.
Village communities have not yet recovered from the severe blow which, owing to
political causes, they sustained early in the century; and administrative activities
have to he revived and nurtured after a long period of disuse under an autocratic
Government. Under such circumstances, it is not surprising to find the greater part
of the Province unprepared at present for the elective system. I have therefore
stated, in the statement of Objects and Reasons accompanying the Bill, that the
non-official members of the Taluk Boards should be appointed by Government at
the first starting, the scheme of election fully provided for in the Bill being held in
abeyance to be introduced at such time and under such limitations as the Govern-
ment, after experience, may judge fit. How soon the elective system can be
extended to any particular Taluk Board will depend upon the appreciation of its
labours by the people interested ; for without such appreciation, it will not be advis-
able to resort to election in any case. The non-official members of the District
Board, which is to be constituted for each district or sub-division of a district, will,
however, all be delegates from the Taluk Boards, and it will at first be under the
presidency of the District or Sub-Division Officer as the case may be. These arrange-
ments are eminently calculated to ensure success, as the Presidents in both District
and Taluk Boards will bring to bear on their work their great experience of the country
and its people; while the complete jurisdiction which the Boards will enjoy in the
administration of their funds, and in the appointments and dismissals of their
officials, will nullify any attempt on the part of the official Presidents at undue
exercise of their influence in the deliberations of the Boards. The Government itself
will carefully watch any small beginnings of local political life which may appear
in various parts of the Province, and, with its gradual growth, withdraw the official
element from the Boards.

4. One of the charges of Taluk Boards will be elementary education. I can-
not lay too much stress on this most impértant subject. The hobli schools have
certainly proved not an adequate medium for the wide spread of elementry education.
They are wanting in that popular element in their constitution and direction which
alone can give them success, and I have therefore provided that the Local Boards,
assisted by Village Boards, where practicable, will take entire charge of these
schools, manage them with the definite funds that will be placed at their disposal
appointing and dismissing the masters at their own discretion. the Government
interference being limited purely to the prescribing of the proper standard of educa-
tion in them, and to providing the Boards with a good and competent staff of In-
spectors. Thus organized, the hobli schools will have all the elements necessary
for their success and great usefulness.

5. Next in importance to education is the establishment of Hospitals and
Dispensaries wherever the Boards may deem them required, and the formation of a
body of travelling dispensers of medicine at times of cholera and other epidemics
will come under their jurisdiction, and, similarly, also institutions of charity, such
as Chattrams and Dharmasalas. The Bill does not specifically provide for the trans-
fer of all Government Muzrai institutions to the Board’s management, but there
is provision under which this transfer can be made whenever the step is likely to
be attended with advantage. I am myself of the opinion that charitable institutions,
especially the feeding chattrams, would fare better under the Board’s management
than they now do under that of Government, and I do hope that under them the
long standing complaint of mismanagement and peculation against these institu-
tions will soon cease, and that the large Muzrai expenditure under this head will be
economically and usefully incurred.
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6. It is proposed to entrust works of irrigation, such as tank repairs, to the
District Local Boards, and as the majority of the members will belong to classes
having large interests in agriculture in all parts of the district, it is hoped that all
important tanks throughout the district will receive their due share of attention.
In the matter of the execution of these and other works, the Boards will be given
the benefit of the trained agency at the disposal of the Government, though the
power of initiating works and supervising their execution will largely be in their
own hands. '

7. You will thus see that the Boards will possess extensive jarisdiction and
great power for doing good work, having at their command the cordial help and co-
operation of Government officers in every Department. Their eventual success
will, of course, depend mainly upon themselves, upon their disinterested zeal and
earnest study of the true interests of the public; and 1t 1s hoped that the day is
not far off when we shall be able to speak of the Local Boards of Mysore with satis-
faction and pride.

8. I shall now call your attention to the second Bill called the “Revenue
Code Bill,” also published 1 the Mysore Government Gazette. When it passes
the Council and receives the approval of His Highness the Maharaja, the Province
will, I trust, have a very valuable Code, setting at rest many important differences
of opinion, and removing most of the difficulties and defects which now obstruct
and mar our Revenue administration. The bill is based mostly on the Bombay
Revenue Code for the evident reason that our Survey Settlement is based entirely
on the Bombay system, and the provisions of the Bombay Survey Acts, now in
force in Mysore, are proposed to be repealed 1n the bill, which incorporates those
enactments. The Bill is a pretty large one, not larger certainly than the impors-
ance of the subject would require, and I invite your opinion on it. Some of the
chief subjects codified are the relation of land-lord and tenant, the rights of Govern-
ment in land, and their mining rights which of late have acquired a certain amount
of value, and the forest rights of the Government and occupants, upon all of which
points, you will agree with me, there is at present neither a definite regulation nor
a uniform practice. Nor is the Government satisfied with the present rules for the
recovery of its revenue. Such rules as now exist have been so frequently varied by
executive orders that precedents might be quoted on almost any side of a case,
thus involving the public, and sometimes the Revenue Officers themselves, in
useless litigation at great expense and delay. The rules on the subject have been
now simplified, and you will find that while, on the one hand, adequate provision is
made for the due collection of the public revenue, on the other, private rights of
property are most carefully protected.

9. Chapter VII deserves your special study. It deals with the rights and
obligations of Inamdars and their tenants. Such tenants as pay a rent assessed at
the authorized rates of Government land revenue are declared to have the rights of
occupants of Government land. Other tenants are allowed to acquire a right of
occupancy by 12 years’ continuous cultivation otherwise than under a written lease
for a fixed term. It will thus be seen that a very simple solution is attempted of
this much vexed question which is-attracting just now such great public attention
elsewhere. Such rules in the Bill are, however, in strict accordance with existing
usage. Tenants are protected from the capricious enhancement of rent by inam-
dars, and the grounds upon which, and the mode in which, rent is enhanceable or
definitely laid down. Provision is made for inamdars granting written leases and
for obtaining counterparts of them from their tenants: they are required to keep
the necessary village accounts and registers and to deposit copies of them with the
Deputy Commissioner ; for, without such records, the ascertainment of the rights of
tenants is a matter of very great difficulty. Where written leases have been exe-
cuted, the inamdars are enabled to recover their rent through the Revenue authori-
ties as if it were a demand for Government land revenue.

10. Another important addition to the existing law is contained in Chapter
XIV which refers to the jurisdiction of Civil Courts in revenue matters. At present
there is no law on this subject, and the Civil Courts are held to have jurisdiction
on almost any revenue matter. The Bill deals with this subject with great caution,
for it excludes from the jurisdiction of Civil Courts only such matters as have
immediate reference to the appointment, dismissal and remuneration of village



24

servants, to the assessment and realization of the Government revenue, and to the
protection of tenant rights. :

11. The remaining provisions of the Bill are all important, but separate con-
sideration of them here would occupy much time. I would therefore only request
you to study the Bill carefully with the view of commenting on its provisions, when
we meet to-morrow.

12. A Municipal Regulation has also been drafted, and I expect to be able to
publish it for general information next week. The constitution of Municipal
Boards throughout the Province will be very much on the principles of the Local
Fund Regylation. A simplification of the sources of Municipal revenue has been
attempted. It is proposed in the first instance to extend the elective system to the
larger Municipalities at Bangalore and Mysore.

13. I must now lay before you the financial results of the last year’s adminis-
tration. Excluding the Railway Loan, and the receipts from the Bangalore-Mysore
Railway, the ordinary revenue during 1832-83 was Rs. 1,03,38,361 as follows :—

Rs.
Land Revenue .. 70,21,777
Excise 11,96,656
Forest 6,88,248
Stamps . 4,70,621
Sayer 3,52,938
Mohatarfa 2,64,238
Law and Justice 64,054
Post Office .. e 58,125
Registration . . e e 48,288
Amrut Mahal . .. . 41,636
Eduecation .. 27,209
Salt 18,099
Public Works 10,046
Miscellaneous .. 76,426

Total Receipts e 1,03,33,361

14. As against this, the ordinary expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,02,19,465,
as follows :(—

4.
Rs.
Subsidy .. s 24,50,000
Civil List 10,00,000
Interest on Public Debt vee 4,23,645
Political Pensions 67,183
Military Force 7,57.301
Total 46,98,129
B.

Administration and Public Departments 1,90,246

Land Revenue Charges—
Deputy Commissioners and Establishments ... 2,21,087
Assistant Commissioners and Establishments 91,210
Taluk Establishments 5,42,848
Revenue Survey 2,47,920
Inam Department 7,923
Remuneration of Village Servants e 2,22,234
Allowance in lieu of Jahgir . 21,600
Other Items 29,464
Excise 17,038
Forest 1,99,193
Stamps 13,369
Sayer 15,165
Stationery and printing 78,436
Amrut Mahal Department 1,50,260
Topographical Survey 81,957

Total 21,29,950
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C.

Law and Justice including Jails 6,18,720
Police 4,43,145
Education e - 1,143,481
Muzarayi e s 2,75,995
Medical vee e 1,38,680
Superannuation Pensions and Gratuities 2,32,418
Public Works 9,19,183
Post Oftice 1,43,163
Registration - e 25,369
Minor Departments 15,828

British Officers’ furlough allowances, retiring gratuities, compensation
allowances and leave and pensionary contributions 72,009

Miscellaneous 1ncluding Rs. 1,49,558, expenditure of the administration
of the Civil and Military Station 3,63,395
33,91,386
Grand Total ... 1,02,19,465

15. It will thus be seen that there was at the end of the year a small surplus
of Rs. 1,18,806. This, however, was only nominal, for, if the surplus revenue of the
Assigned Tract (Rs. 1,81,757) be excluded from the calculation, there was what
must be regarded a deficit of Rs. 62,861. - This result is due partly to a falling off
in receipts and partly to an increased expenditure. The decrease in income was
about Rs. 3,44,000, and it is explained by the fact that the receipts for 1881-82
included certain items of an exceptional character, which cannot be regarded as
normal sources of income. In that year, deposits for gold mining leases and re-
demption of royalty on one of them brought a revenue of nearly Rs. 1,17,000, and
the stamps on such leases also contributed to a larger stamp revenue to the extent
of about Rs. 29,000. Abkari receipts were swelled by the fact that the duty on
previous years’ excess sales, amounting to Rs. 87,000 which had been held in
deposit, was credited to the accounts in that year. These facts, as well as a
decrease of about Rs. 1,171,000 in the Sayer receipts from arecanut in the
Kadur and Shimoga Districts, fully account for the smaller income of the past
year.

16. The land revenue, as in the previous year, stands at a little more than
70 lakhs, and shows no tendency to attain to the figure at which it stood before
the Famine, viz., 74 lakhs. The Abkari revenue, after declining to Rs. 7,80,000 in
1878-79, has gradually revived and now stands at its former figure of 12 lakhs;
but the Stamp revenue is still backward by a lakh, and shows no tendency to
revive. The Sayer revenue, which before the Famine stood at 6 lakhs, now stands
at 3}, and though it inay slightly improve in more favorable seasons by about one
lakh, it cannot, for many years to come, attain to the former figure of 6 lakhs.
During the past year, the arecanut crops in the Malnad portions of the Province
suffered severely from Koleroga brought on by an excessive rainfall. The pro-
duce was considerably below the average, but fortunately for the garden owners the
article sold at nearly treble the usual price, thus fully compensating them for a
smaller crop.

17. You will sece that, under these circuinstances, it is not safe to calculate
upon a normal income of more than 104 lakhs; but the revised Budget for the
current year estimates the income at only 1033 lakhs ; because it is not anticipated
that the Sayer collections on arecanut can be much above 3% lakhs. '

18. The ordinary expenditure during the past year was 102 lakhs, a lakh less
than in the previous year. It includes some items of an exceptional nature
amounting to over 3 lakhs, which are not likely to recur after the current year,
such as the price of Amrut Mahal cattle paid to the Madras Government, the
maintenance of Mysore convicts at Port Blair, ete., so that our ordinary expendi-
ture may safely be assumed to be well within 100 lakhs, if the outlay upon ordinary
Public Works be limited to 93 lakhs as at present. Thus, it will be seen that, in
ordinary years, not more than a sum of abouat 4 lakhs is likely to be available from
the current revenue for expenditure upon Railway extension, or other important
work of famine protection. But a sum of more than one lakh is not expected to
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be available for this purpose next year out of current year's revenue, for the revised
Budget provides for a total expenditare of about 102} lakhs including a sumn of
over 2} lakhs on account of the few exceptional items already referred to, and the
income is also expected to be half a lakh below the average as before explained.

19. The new Department of Amrut Mahal was formed last year. Of the
21 lakhs of rupees which had to be paid as the price of the Amrut Mahal cattle
taken over from the Madras Government, Rs. 1} lakhs have already been paid and
the remainder will be paid in the current year. ‘The working of the Department
now costs about Rs. 44,000, while the receipts are estimated to amount to about
Rs. 35,000\on1y. But under the earnest superintendence of its present head, this
Department will soon be thoroughly organized in every detail, and it will then com-
mence to yield some return for the extensive lands devoted for grazing purposes,
as well as confer upon the Province important indirect advantages.

20. You are aware that considerable reductions in establishments were carried
out during the past year. Their full effect can appear only in the accounts of the
current year, but it is estimated that the reductions carried out last year must
produce a saving of about Rs. 1,60,000 per annum in the Revenue, Judicial and
Postal Departments. During the current year, all District Jails, except those at
Bangalore, Shimoga and Mysore, were abolished, with a probable saving of about
Rs. 8,000 per annum. The Headquarters establishments at Bangalore and the
chattram and travellers’ bungalow establishments remain to be revised, but much
saving is not expected from these sources.

21. The formation of a High Court with three Judges is still in abeyance,
but I hope to be able to carry it out at the beginning of next year. "The measure
involves an extra expenditure of Rs. 35,000 per annum. This however, will be
fully met by savings to be effected by a still further reduction in the number of
Civil Courts. The District Court at Bangalore and two of the three Subordinate
Judges’ Courts now existing may all be abolished on the formation of the High
Court. Since the recent increase of the Munsiff’s jurisdiction to Rs. 1,000, the
work of the District and Subordinate Courts has very greatly decreased. Upon
the formation of the High Court, therefore, arrangements could easily be made
for one of the Judges of the High Court by turns doing the work of the Head-
quarters Civil District. A Subordinate Judge’s Court for this district will be retain-
ed and the two others abolished. It may be possible to transfer it to Bangalore
without inconvenience to the public, after the opening of the Railway to Tumkur.
In the two other Civil Districts, the District Courts will be able to dispose of all
cases above the Munsiff’s jurisdiction.

22. The measures above indicated will complete the revision of Civil establish-
ments. It commenced in 1878-79 and now shows a net annual saving of 8
lakhs of rupees.

23. The village establishments, however, remain to be revised, not with the
object of effecting any immediate reduction in the remuneration now paid to them,
but for the purpose of improving their status and of avoiding in the future a need-
less heavy expenditure. The Survey and Settlement abolishes the levy of miras
by Shanbhogs and Patels, and fixes their remuneration on a liberal scale. It is
not desirable to alter this scale, but the remuneration according to it must be paid,
not by cash payments from the Treasury which are not valued, but in the shape
of emoluments from service inam lands which confer upon their holders a position
and status in the eyes of village communities, and which for that reason, are
highly prized. Money remuneration has the effect of converting them into paid

Government officials of the lowest rank, and of affecting their traditional influence
as heads of villages. Moreover, the amount which has to be paid from the
Treasury on this account is annually increasing. In 1878-79 it was Rs. 80,000.
It has since gradually increased, and is now about 2} lakhs. Unless the whole
system is altered as above indicated, it may amount to nearly 7 lakhs by the time
the Revenue Settlement of the Province is complete. Under such circumstances
the conversion of the money payments intoland emoluments is a step which should
not be longer delayed. If carried out with proper precaution, it ought not to entail
any appreciable decrease in the land revenue, for assignments of land as service
inams must necessarily include a fair proportion of arable unoccupied land and will
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to a large e‘xtent, be counterl?alanced by increased cultivation.  After careful
enquiry the Government are eatisfied that the measure will be received with wel-
cotne by ﬁthi large body of the officers affected, and no time will be lost in carrying
it into effect.

24. I now come to explain our position in regard to Railways. The receipts
and disbursemnents in the Railway Departinent are as follows :—

Recepts
Proceeds of the Railway Loan of 20 lakhs 19,56,064 Rs
Receipts from the Bangalore-Mysore line, 2,99,983

Total Receipts ... 22,56,047

Erpenditure.

On Bangaloire-Mysore line, Capital 2,89,240
On Bangalore-Tiptur line, Capital 8,60,128

On Bangalove-Mysore line, Revenue 1,87,869
_— 13,387,237

Balance on 31st March 1883 ... 9,18,810

25. This balance, together with the surplus receipts of ordinary revenue,
nanely, Rs. 1,18,896, making in all a total of about Rs. 10,36,000, is available
during the current year for expenditure upon the Bangalore-Tiptur line.

26. The outlay on ordinary Public Works has been in recent years greatly
curtailed in order that there might be an annual surplus available for Railway
extension. In the days of our financial prosperity, the D. P. W. outlay had risen
to 23 lakhs. After the Famine in 1878-79, it was reduced to 183 lakhs, and now
it is limited to 93 lakhs. It was thus possible to construct the Bangalore-Mysore
line (863 miles) almost entirely out of current revenue. It has cost 43 lakhs, and
the net profit earned by it in 1882-83 wasat the rate of 2'42 per cent. The present
energetic Manager has been able to effect considerable reductions in the cost of
\vorkin,i.,r;i during the current year, and he is unremitting in his exertions to improve
the traffic.

27. The line is still young, having been in full working order for scarcely a
year and a half, but the traffic already shows signs of steady progress, as can
readily be seen on an examination of the coaching and goods traffic. The receipts,
exclusive of the carriage of Railway materials, are as follows :—

Coaching Re-| Goods

ceipts. Traffic.

During the 1st half of 1882, when the line was open only up to Mandya Rs. Rs.

for Passenger traffic in January and February and for Goods traffic

in January. February, March, April and May 79,653 17,926
During the 1st half of 1383 1,00,204 29,925
Do 2nd do 1882 1,12,901 36,640
Do do do 1883 (partly estimated) 1,20,000 40,000

28. The construction of the Bangalore-Tiptur line will be partly out of the
Railway Loan of 20 lakhs and partly out of current revenue. The first section
of it (Bangalore to Tumkur, 43 miles) has progressed rapidly under the Contractors,
Messrs. Papanna and Arunachalam Mudaliar. Our Engineer-in-Chief, with his
usual untiring energy, gives his personal attention to every detail of the work, and
we are therefore able to reckon upon its early and satisfactory completion. The
revised estimates amount to 17 lakhs, of which 13 lakhs had been spent at close of
last month. The permanent way material has been received from England; the
carriage and waggon stock will shortly arrive and the Railway will be open to the
public early next year.

29. On the second section, (Tumkur to Tiptur, 45 miles) the work has not yet

commenced. The plans and estimates are ready. The estimates amount to 18
lakhs, but under a system of local contracts the actual cost may not be much above
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173 lakhs. It is hoped that arrangements may be made by which this extension
also can be opened for public tratlic in 18853-86. '

30. Surveys are in progress to connect Tiptur with Harihar on the frontier,
s0 as to join the Southern Mahratta line with its out-let at Goa. The length
roughly is 130 miles, and of this, 40 miles, ¢iz., between Tiptur and Birur, have
already been surveyed and plans completed, leaving 90 miles, which, it is hoped
may be finished before next monsoon.

31. A short line from Mysore to Nanjangud, (14 miles) has already been sur-
veyed. The plans and estimates are ready, and the estimate awnounts to 63 lakhs
of rupees.\ The line is of importance as dpening out the valuable State Forests on
the south of Mysore, but its construction must depend upon the means hereafter
available. ’

32. A survey is also to be carried out from a point near Dodbele on the Tun-
kur Railway to Hindupur, abouti 50 miles, to join on to a railway which is to come
from Guntur through Guntacul to the southern parts of the Bellary District.

33. These proposed extensions altogether amount to a total length of about
190 miles; of this, the line of 130 miles from Tiptur to Harihar is the one which is
of the greatest importance to the Province, as it secures a ready means of com-
munication with the western coast. It is also likely to pay best, as it will tap the
coffee and arecanut tracts on the west and will draw from the north a portion at
least of the large traffic which, before the construction of the Madras Railway,
used to pass through this Province towards Madras. This fact may probably in-
duce capitalists in England to undertake the construction of this profitable line on
their own account, without requiring any gurantees or other pecuniary aids from
the State.

34. As regards the development of special industries, I confess we have not
much progress to report during the past year. The prospects of Gold mining
continue to be uncertain though some very good quartz has been obtained from
some of the Kolar Mines. Messrs. Wilson & Co. are continuing their operations in
the Honnali Gold Fields and are sanguine of satisfactory results. A proposal for
the establishment of a Paper Mill has fallen through, in spite of the liberal conces-
sions promised by Government, because the projectors are of opinion that the
undertaking is not likely to pay so well as same others. Propjsals have been made
for the establishment of two Cotton Mills at Bangalore, one by the firm of Messrs.
Harvey and Sabhapathi Mudaliar of Bellari, and the other by Messrs. Scott and
Alcock of Bombay. Government have promised their suppor: to these undertakings
which must tend to a large increase of cotton cultivation in the Province, and con-
fer other great benefits upon the people. If economically worked, they must yield
large profits, but they appear at present to be somewhat embarrassed by the fact
that both have been put before the public, at one and the same time, and for one
and the same place. I now understand from the Secretary of the Maharaja Spin.
ning and Manufacturing Company, that it will commence to erect the mill at
Bangalore almost immmediately. What is likely to be even more profitable than a
Cotton Mill is a Woollen Mill. It is peculiarly suited for a large wool-producing
Province like Mysore. A proposal for such a mill is now before the Government,
which will give 1t such support as had before been promised to the projectors on
account of the proposed Paper Mill.

35. The silk industry is showing signs of a steady revival, and arrangements
are in progress for the importation and distribution of suitable descriptions of ~ilk
worm. To persons desiring to start this industry on a large scale, Governinent
will be prepared to grant the lands required for mulberry cultivation on favorable
assessment for a term of years.

36. Experiments are also being made with the view of importing some speci-
mens of wild silk from Assam and elsewhere. As far as we are now able to judge,
one specimen imported from Assam namely, the Eria silkworm (Attacus Ricini)
which is reared upon the leaves of the castor-oil plant so extensively grown in the
Province, appears to be peculiarly suited to our purpose. It is a hardy species,
and the produce is considerable. Specimens of it will be exhibited to you before
you leave Mysore. °
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37. It now enly remains for me to add that, of the several important matters
discussed in this Assembly last year, such of them as involve questions of principle
have been disposed of in the Land Revenue Bill already referred to. On others re-
quiring information as to local details, such as the revival of Kumri cultivation and
the reduction of garden assessment, the opinions of local officers, supported by facts

and figures, have been obtained, and we are now in a position to discuss them when
we meet to-morrow.

38. Before concluding, Gentlemen, it is my pleasing duty, by commahd of
His Highness the Maharaja, to congratulate you, as the representatives of the
people, upon the cheerful agricultural prospects of the year, which, after a period
of intense suspense and anxiety, have now happily revived with the recent fall of
rain throughout the Province.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON THE 1st OCTOBER 1584.

GENTLEMEN,

By desire of His Highness the Maharaja, I place before you to-day the financial
statements for the past year. Excluding the receipts from the State Railway, the
ordinary revenue during 1843-84 was Rs. 1,06,35,179 as follows :—

Rs
Land Revenue .. 73,34,476
Excise 12,29,737
Forests .. .. 6,27,283
Stamps . .. 4,65,089
Sayer 2,83,426
Mohatarfa .. 2,81,442
Law and Justice . 60,959
Post Office e 58,616
Registration . .. 46,962
Amnt Mahal 34,199
Education .. .. 23,966
Salt . s 26,455
Public Works .. 9,366
Sale proceeds of uncurrent copper coins 26,128
Miscellaneous .. 1,297,475

Total . 1,06,35,579

Against this income, the ordinary expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,01,39,518 as
follows :—

A. Rs
Subsidy 24,50,000
Civil Last 10,00,000
Interest on public debt 4,91,237
Political pensions including allowances in lieu of Jahgir 1,48,925
Military Force 7,38,009
Total 48,28,171
B. . Rs

Administration and Public departments 1,95,890

© Deputy Commissioners and establishments . 1,73,949
g Assistant Commissioners and establishments 1,04,112
2 4@ | Taluk establishments 5,23,609
] g’ Revenue Survey 2,50,414
gS j Inam department 7,816
g0 {Remuneration of village servants 2,14,210
— Other items 34,476
Excise 16,097
Forests 2,48,257
Stamps 14,311
Sayer 15,274
Stationery and printing 58,693
Amrit Mahal department 1,33,860
Topographical Survey 84,285
Total 20,75,253
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C.
Rs.
Law and Justice including Jails 4,12,279
Police 4,52185
Education ... 1,38,065
Muzarayr .. - 2,79,657
Medical . .. ee s ve- 1,29,659
Superannuation pensions and gratwities 2,45,600
Public Works .. 9,36,001
Post Office .. .. . 1,27,535
Registration . . . . 25,579
Minor departments 17,173
British Officers’ furlough allowances, retiring gratuities, coinpensation

allowances and leave and pensionary contributions cen 1,15,622

Miscellaneous, including Rs. 1,67,791, expenditure of the Administration
of the Civil and Military Station 3,56,734
Total e 32,36,089
Grand Total 1,01,39,013

The surplus at the close of the year was Rs. 4,96,066 including the surplus
revenue of the Assigned Tract, Rs. 1,64,634. This result may be accepted as satis-
factory, being a very considerable improvement upon the figures for the previous
year when the surplus was only Rs. 1,18,896. This is due almost exclusively to
the increased land revenue realized during the year. The actual collections under
this head were Rs. 73,34,476 against Rs. 70,21,777 in 1832-83 showing an increase
of Rs. 3,12,699. About one half of this increase was due to the larger collection of
past year’s arrears, and the other half to the increased land revenue demand which
occurred chiefly in the taluks comprised within the present districts of Mysore and
Kadur and which was attributable to extended cultivation following on successive
favorable seasons.

Abkari, Forests and Stamps yielded very nearly the same amount in both years ;
while Sayer, an important item of revenue in former years, which stood before the
Famine at 6 lakhs and went down to 3% lakhs in 1832-83, has decreased still
further, and yielded in the past year only Rs. 2,83,426. This marked fall was due
to the prevalence of loleroga disease among the areca trees of the malnad.

The ordinary expenditure during the past year was Rs. 1,01,39,513 or about a-
lakh less than in the previous year. It includes items of an exceptional nature,
amounting to about 2 lakhs, which are not likely to recur in future years, such as
the price paid to the Madras Government for Amrit Mahal cattle, Rs. 1,00,000;
obsolete and mutilated copper coins, Rs. 70,053, etc. The normal expenditure may
therefore be assumed to be about 993 lakhs.

The most remarkable decrease of expenditure was under “ Law and Justice in-
cluding Jalls.” There was a decrease of Rs. 28,587 in the cost of the Civil and
Sessions Courts owing to the appointment of 2 Native in lieu of European Judges,
of Rs. 41,968 by the abolition of 5 Sub-Judges’ Courts, and of Rs. 13,487 by the
reduction of 4 Munsiffs’ Courts, making a total decrease of Rs. 84,042. Under
“Jails” the cost of rations was less by about Rs. 12,424, and the charges on ac-
count of Mysore convicts at Port Blair by Rs.1,02,378. This accounts for the total
decrease of about 2 lakhs under “ Law and Justice including Jails.”

The new department of Amrit Mahal was nearly self-snpporting if we exclude
the lakh of rupees paid to the Madras Government as the price of the Amrit
Mahal cattle.

The reductions of establishments in all departments have nearly been
completed, and a High Court with 3 Judges has been formed as promised inmy
Address to you last year. The increased cost on account of this Court has been
met by the abolition of the District Court at Bangalore and of the Subord nate
Judges’ Courts at Mysore and Chikmagalur.

The revision of village establishments by the substitution of service inam
lands for cash payments from the Treasury is still under discussion owing to
some differences of opinion in regard to the advantages of the proposed measure.
The subject is one of great importance, and the Government will be glad to have
your opinion on it.
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You will observe from the foregoing remarks that the normal income of the
past year, after excluding items of an extraordinary nature, such as the 13 lakhs of
arrears of land revenue, } lakh, sale proceeds of obsolete copper coins, etc., was
about 104} lakhs, against a normal expenditure of 993 lakhs. The expenditure is
likely to remain at the same figure for some years to come, but the maintenance of
the income at 1043 lakhs is entirely dependent upon the permanence of the im-
provement in the land revenue which took place last year, and npon our getting not
less than 4} lakhs from the sale of sandalwood.

The foregoing figures include the revenue and expenditure of the Civil and
Mlitary Station of Bangalore. The revenue amounted to Rs. 3,32,325, and the
<xpenditure to Bs. 1,67,791, leaving a surplus of Rs. 1,64,534. Under orders from
the Government of India, the Revenue Administration of the Civil and Military
Btation was transferred to the Resident on 1st April 1884. The Mysore Govern-
ment has been allowed to retain the surplus revenues of the Tract in question for
the years 1881-82 and 1882-83, and the disposal of the surplus of 1883-84 and
-of future years is now under the consideration of His Excellency the Viceroy.

In the State Railway, Mysore to Bangalore, 87 miles, the receipts amounted
to Rs. 3,11,429 and the expenditure to Rs. 1,90,625, the net earnings being
Rs. 1,20,804 or 2'72 per cent on a capital outlay of 44 lakhs.

The capital expenditure on the State Railway during the past year amounted
to Rs. 7,55,464 as follows :—

Rs.
On Bangalore-Mysore line . 91,443
On Bangalore-Tumkur line . .. ... 6,64,021
Total . 7,55,464

During the current year, a further expenditure of about 1} lakhs has been
incurred in completing the Tumkur line which was recently opened for public
trafficc. The capital expenditure on this section amounts to Rs. 16,46,955. It
promises to be fairly remunerative, for since the 11th August 1884 when it was
opened, it has yielded an average net profit of over Rs. 1,000 per week, being at
the rate of 3'27 per cent per annum on the capital outlay. The Government are
anxious to push on this Railway as soon as possible to Harihar, so as to connect: it
with the Southern Mahratta Railway. They have already succeeded in carrying
it a further distance of 11 miles to Gubbi, an important centre of trade, by using
surplus stores and by a cash outlay of about 1} lakhs in the current year. The
total cost of the Tumkur-Gubbi section including all charges, and the maintenance
for one year will be Rs. 2,94,924.

Thus, on the Railway from Bangalore to Gubbi, 54 miles, the total outlay
amounts to Rs. 19,41,879 at a rate of Rs. 36,000 a mile, and very nearly absorbs
the proceeds of the Railway loan of 20 lakhs which, in my Speech of last year I
represented to you, had realized Rs. 19,56,064.

Thus, if we take the whole system of Railway open from Mysore to Gubbi, the
State possesses 141 miles costing Rs. 633 lakhs at a rate of about Rs. 45,000 per mile.
This result may be considered satisfactory, inasmuch as the average cost of con-
struction in Mysore is Rs. 25,000 less. per mile than the average on 7 other metre
gauge lines in India.

By strict economy in first construction, the State anticipates a larger return for
its money, and I think that by the end of the year the State may fairly expect to
raise its rate of profit on the whole of its Railway capital from 2} to more than 3
per cent.

It is now in contemplation at once to carry on the Railway from Gubbi to
Tiptur, a further distance of 33 miles, and the Government expect to be able to
provide for this purpose 8 lakhs during the current year; a further sum of 6 lakhs
will probably be required next year for the complete equipment of this section.

The section from Tiptur to Harihar, 125 miles, has already been surveyed, and
for its construction a capital of about 60 lakhs is required. It will be impossible to
provide this sum out of current revenue. We have already constructed 141 miles
of Railway, and we propose adding to it 83 miles in the current year. The total
length constructed out of current revenue and a small loan of 20 lakhs will thus

D. A. 9
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amount to 174 miles, representing a State property of the most useful kind of
the value of over 80 lakhs of rupees. .

But this most desirable result has not been obtained without the resources of
the State being strained to the utmost. The completion of the project therefore is
contingent upon the necessary capital being secured from outside. I need not
assure you that Government have been unremitting in their endeavours to find the
necessary capital. They are deeply impressed with the importance of the line as
a safe-guard against famines, and the present uncertainty in the weather would
point to the necessity of the work being pushed on without avoidable delay.

This leads naturally to a consideration of the unfavorable prospect of this
year’s seasons.The South-West monsoon has been a failure, more or less, through-
out the greater part of the districts of Tumkur, Chitaldrug, Bangalore, Kolar and
Mysore. In the Mysore district, except in a few taluks, nearly the whole of the
early crop has been lost; the later and more important dry crop throughout the
whole of the affected area is in a precarious condition; cattle are beginning to suffer
from want of fodder, and prices show a tendency to rise. An early North-East
monsoon may enable the Province to return to its normal condition without ap-
preciable suffering; but 1if, unfortunately, the seasons continue unfavorable, the
Government will have to face ere long a condition of serious and wide-spread dis-
tress. At the present moment, therefore, the enquiry naturally suggests itself
whether we are better prepared now to meet a famine than we were 8 years ago.

Among measures of protection, the first place undoubtedly belongs to works of
irrigation. Owing to the physical peculiarities of Mysore, however, there is very
little scope for extension of -irrigation by means of new works. The area under
irrgation 1s only about 15 per cent of the total cultivation, and excepting the small
tract commanded by channels drawn from perennial rivers, the whole of the irrigation
i the country 1s dependent upon its numerous rain-fed tanks. Thete are about
38,000 such tanks, large and small, which so cover every part of the country that it
1s now extremely difficult to find a site suitable for a new tank. Little therefore
remains to be done by the Government of the present day beyond restoring and
mamtaming the old works.

‘We cannot conceal from ourselves the fact that a large number of these tanks
are 1n cotuplete ruin. The failure of our system of tank management is due to the
non-recognition of the mmportant fact that the ryot is jointly interested with
Government in the maintenance of this chief source of irrigation. At one time
undue 1mportance was given to the responsibility of Government for the upkeep of
the tanks, the ryot's hability being altogether ignored, and when Government found
that its costly agency could not, with any prospect of adequate return for its capital,
undertake the management of the tanks in the Province, the ryot was called upon
to take charge of the majority of the tanks. But the ryot had by this time lost all
traditions of combination for works of public utility, nor were the Civil officers in a
position to enforce the ryot’s liabilities in an efficient manner. The various inains
and privileges attaching to upkeep by ryots had been swept away, and cesses had
heen 1mposed on the understanding that the work ‘would be done by Government.
Thus by emphasizing at different times, the responsibility of one or the other of the
two bodies interested 1 the tanks, and by neglecting the interests of the other, the
tanks on the preservation of which so much depends, have been allowed to
deteriorate.

Any reform in our tank system must start with a clear recognition of the fact
that it is beyond the ability of Government to undertake the repair and maintenance
of all the tanks in the Province with any ultimate benefit to its revenue, nor will
it be equitable to throw the burden on the ryots after the village system or what
little remained of it has been disorganized, and after the ryot has tacitly been re-
lieved of his responsibilities by the imposition of special cesses for the repair of
tanks. ‘

Under these circumstances, it is now proposed to draw a clear line between
tanks which Government should reserve for direct management through its Pablic
Works Department, and tanks that should be left to be dealt with by ryots under
the supervision of the Revenue Department. Though from long disuse, there may
not be the same skill available in villagers for the construction and repair of tanks,
it is hoped that under a system of local government in respect of tanks which I
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shall indicate below, and with sympathetic watching and seasonable advice from
the Revenue and Public Works Departments, the ryots will before long be able to
restore such of the tanks as may be assigned to their management. The proposal
is to reserve tanks yielding more than Rs. 500 revenue under the direct control of
the Public Works Department. The number of such tanks is only 790, and from
the large revenue thev yield, from the heaviness of the cost of their repair and from
the risk involved in their breach, it is desirable that they should be managed by
the skilled agency ander Government. Tanks yielding less than Rs. 500 will be
handed over to the management of the villagers concerned, subject however to the
responsible control of the Revenue officer. But in enforcing the responsibilities of
the villagers, no hard and fast rules will be laid down. It is the rigidity of general
rules applied without regard to local and traditional peculiarities that have made
all the well-ineant efiorts of Government to better the condition of the ryot almost
nugatory. In many instances, concessions granted to the ryot have been so ham-
pered by conditions, or the process for obtaining them has been so complicated, that
practically little benefit has resulted from them. The system proposed will, it is
hoped, be sufficiently elastic to admit of 1ts easy application to the varying condi-
tions of the maidan and the malnad, or of places where capital and intelligence are
forthcoming and places where ryots are too poor and ignorant to do anything with-
out State aid.

In the first place, it is proposed to relieve the ryot of the one anna irmngation
cess under tanks yielding less than Rs. 500 revenue on condition of his doing the
annual repairs to his tank. In the case of all works other than maintenance,
whole or partial remissions of wet kandayam for one or more years will be granted
in order to enable the ryots mmmediately to carry out the needful works. The
remssion thus granted will 1n each case be fixed with reference to the probable cost
of the work. For instance, in the case of tanks requiring earth-work which might
exceed what would be required under annual repairs, one or two years’ wet
kandayam may be remitted. If masonry and stone work has to be done, a remis-
sion of wet kandayam for 3 or 4 years may probably be required, and a similar
concession for 5 or 7 years may suffice if a tank requires complete restoration. If,
from want of capital, enterprise or combination 1n the village, it is not possible to
have the tank-work done by the ryots, the Deputy Commissioner will have
authority to undertake it, with the advice of the Department of Public Works, wholly
at the expense of Government, or to do the portion of work requiring skill or capital
and to get the remainder (chiefly earthwork) done by the willagers on concessions
similar to those specified above. Thus, in the case of every tank vielding below
Rs. 500 and requiring repair or restoration, it will rest with the ryots interested
whether, with the liberal concessions above indicated, they will promptly do the
work themselves or await the more tardy process of Government execution.

If the motives of self-interest which will thus be enlisted in our service should
fail to have the desired effect, the restoration of the most important tanks now in
disuse will be fhrown open to private capital and enterprise under what is already
well known to you as the “ Chouthayi” system. This system will be simplified
and the remission of one-fourth of the assessment, instead of being limited as at
present to 30 years, or until the introduction of the survey settlement, will be made
a permanent concession. In the case of tanks requiring an exceptionally
heavy outlay for their repair or restoration, concessions even more liberal will be
granted.

There need be no apprehension that under any of the proposals above made,
there will be any needless sacrifice of Government interests. Under the present
system, when a tank breaches, it is many years before it is repaired. As a partial
relief half the wet assessment is remitted. The ryots pay half assessment for'some
years, and when the prospects of the tank being repaired get more and more
remote, they resign their lands altogether and Government loses the entire revenue
on the “ Atchkat ” until the tank is restored. The partial and temporary remis-
sions’of revenue under the proposed scheme will generally be but a small fraction
of the cost of repair and restoration by Government agency, and the continuous
prosperity which will result from the prompt restoration of tanks will be an advan-
tage upon which no money value can be placed. '

I hope I have now sufficiently explained to you the proposed new scheme
for the working of our tank system. How far the Public Works Department shall
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aid the Amildars in the performance of their * Marimmat” duties and in what
manper the Deputy Commissioners shall carry out the concessions above noted,
are matters of detail which shall be elaborated with due care in consultation with
the responsible officers of Government.

By the adoption of this scheme, His Highness’ Government are sanguine that
the tank system throughout the Province can be restored to a condition of thorough
efficiency within the next 10 or 15 years. A forecast of all the important works to
be undertaken by the Government within next 10 years is already in course of
preparation.

Aftex all that may be done to iprove our tanks, however, irrigation is but a
broken reed to lean upon in times of famiue. It has already been explained to you
that the irrigable area is only 15 per cent of the area under cultivation. Of thissmall
area, the greater portion is dependent upon tanks for irrigation, and these tanks, which
are themselves fed by the rains, fail us just when their support is needed most. We
have thus to throw ourselves on our Railways as our sure and only protection against
some of the chief dangers of recurrent famines. The services which Railways are
capable of rendering during times of famine are well known to you. A Railway isable
to carry food to distressed tracts at a very small cost, varying from }th to ith of a
pie per maund per mile. In the famine of 1876-78, the tract which suffered most
was over 50 and 100 miles away from the nearest Railway, and it is right through
the whole length of this tract that the proposed Bangalore-Harihar Railway will
ran. When completed it will readily distribute food for 25 miles on either side
or 50 miles in all. The tract served by it will thus be 50 miles wide by 212 miles
long, or 10,600 square miles, which is fully 4rds of the area where the most intense
distress was felt 1n the years 1876 to 1878. But to place this extent of country
beyond the risk of suffering, it becomes a matter of vital necessity that the
Railway from Tiptur to Harihar, which I have already alluded to, should be comn-
pleted at once. The dreadful teachings of the famine of 1876-78 are still fresh in
our minds. Despite a liberal expenditure of 160 lakhs of rupees and the adoption
of every measure which an enlightened humanity could suggest, fully a million of
the population was swept away by that famine. Six years have scarcely elapsed since
the close of that calamity and the condition of the country is again causing grave
anxiety. There is however no occasion as yet to apprehend a famine. The
present position merely demands close watchfulness and preparedness for every
contingency. But I take this opportunity of giving you the assurance that if,
owing to the failure of the North-East monsoon, the laboring classes shoald be left
without employment, Government will be able to meet the difficulty by the exten-
sion of its ordinary public works, but if the pressure should increase, it will become
necessary to provide suitable relief works in convenient localities, and to organize
a system of village relief which has been demonstrated to be the most humane and
efficient method of helping those who may be unable to work without any disrup-
tion of the ordinary bonds of village society and without the demoralization
inevitable in the establishment of relief kitchens. ’

I will now refer to a few of the more important matters connected with the
ordinary administration, to which you drew attention last year. The Represent-
atives of some districts complained of the hardship caused by the annual public sale
of the pasturage of unoccupied Government lands, and pointed out that the
system subjected the villagers to extortion and anngyance at the hands of the
purchaser of this right. The two most important proposals made to remedy this
evil are :—1stly, to substitute for the annual sale a small rate of, say, } anna on
every rupee of the Land Revenue ; and 2ndly, to levy a small tax of } anna per
head-of cattle. These measures would not be wholly free from objection; the
‘former, which would possess the advantage of simplicity, is likely to be regarded
as imposing an additional burden on the land, while the latter, though quite
legitimate in itself, will place too much power in the hands of the Village Shanbhog,
and may not unfrequently lead to frauds. Pending further consideration therefore,
the Government have during the current year, adopted tentatively a scheme where-
under each village is given the option of securing the right to the pasturage within
its limits for a price fixed upon the average realization during the past two
years. I shall be glad to have your views on this subject in our subsequent
meetings.
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_ Another question discussed last year was the levy of an irrigation cess from
inam villages. I am glad to be able to inform you that Government now see
their way to abolishing it. :

The mode of dealing with excess in minor inams has also recently engaged
the attention of Government. The present rule 1s to ascertain the authorized
extent and to confirm it with the addition of 10 per cent, resuming and assessing
the remainder, if any, under enjoyment. This rule is doubtless liberal, if the true
extent of the original grant can be ascertained. But this is seldom the case, as
the inamdar is generally unable to adduce any proof beyond long enjoyment, and as
the boundaries specified in the grant or scarcely identifiable. With a view therefore
to remove any just cause for dissatisfaction on the part of this numerous class of
petty inamdars, the Government have directed that all inams, the survey valuation
of which as now enjoyed does not exceed Rs. 5 should be confirmed in full,
and that in the case of inams exceeding Rs. 5 in value, one half of the excess should
be confirined as inam, the other half being charged with full assessment; provided
that, in no case, more than three times the survey valuation is confirmed as inam.
This rule will apply to all inamns which are enjoyed in land. But in cases where
the inam is not located as is generally the case in the malnad, where merely so
much money is granted out of a particular warg, it will be impossible to apply the
foregoing rule. It is believed that such cases will be liberally dealt with by con-
firming land equivalent to 13 ths of the original money value of the inam, with the
additional concession that lands included in the inamdar’s warg and converted
into garden after the grant of the inam, shall be valued at rice and not garden
rates.

The proposed Land Revenue and Local Funds Regulations which were dis-
cussed at our last year’s meeting, have not yet been passed into law. The opinions
of all Revenue and Judicial officers have been obtained in regard to them. Both
Regulations with the opinions collected have been referred to Committees composed
of able and experienced officers. I have not yet been favored with the recom-
mendations of the Committee appointed to consider the Local Funds Regulation,
but I understand that their recommendations do not involve any material altera-
tions of the draft already before the public. The Committee onthe Land Revenue
Code have submitted their recommendations. They do not suggest any material
alterations except upon two points ; one of them relates to the relations of inamdar
and tenant (Chapter VII of the Draft). The Committee are of opinion that no
“right of occupancy " as defined in Section 86 of the Draft should be acquired by
mere possession for 12 or any number of years, but they provide for the preservation
of the right of all *“ Kadim " tenants, whether they pay rent in kind or money.

Another alteration of importance which the Committee recommend 1s the
omission of Clauses (b) and (¢) of Section 124 of the Draft. Sections 123 and 124
follow Sections 106 and 107 of the Bombay Code. The former provides that, at
the end of the term fixed for the present settlement, a revised assessment shall be
fixed, not with reference to improvements made from private capital and resources,
but with reference to general considerations of the value of the land, whether
as to soil or situation, prices of produce or facilities of communication. The next
section provides that nothing in the preceding section shall prevent a revised
assessient being fixed—

(a) with reference to any improvement effected at the cost of Government ;
or

(b) with reference to the value of any natural advantage, when the improve-
ment effected from private capital and resources consists only in having
created the means of utilizing such advantage ; or

(¢) with reference to any improvement which is the result only of the
ordinary operations of husbandry.

Clause (a) is in every way reasonable. But Clause (b) has been so construed as to
authorize the taxing of private wells, which in practice are the only kind of tenant’s
improvements in this country. Water below the surfaceis a “ natural advantage,”
and the digging of a well by the ryot is only “ creating the means for utilizing such
advantage.”” Upon this ground the strict justice of the law which permits the
taxing of private wells is perhaps defensible, but there can be no doubt whatever of
the inexpediency of taxing these useful works which owe their origin so much to
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the labor and capital of the ryot. I believe that in omitting this provision fromn
our Code, we are only slightly anticipating the course of legislation in British
India. Clause*(c), which refers to the taxing of improvements which are the
result of the ordinary operations of husbandry, may also be omitted as there have
been such great differences of opinion as to their meaning. These alterations will
give to the ryot’s tenure under our settlement an element of certainty and perma-
nency to a much larger extent than now enjoyed. It will perhaps be a further gain
in this direction to provide in Section 123 that a revised assessment should only be
made with reference to the general value of the land as to situation, price of produce
and facilities of communication, and thereby to obviate the necessity for a re-
classificatidn of soils at the revised settlement. The ryot will thus be freed once
for all from the inconveniences attending a re-survey and re-classification of his
fields. On these and other questions connected with the Code, the Government
will be glad to have your views. The papers placed at your disposal explain all
the proposed alterations in full. The Government are anxious that this most
important measure should come into effect from 1st April next and hope to be able
to secure that end.

The details of the revision of the Medical and Educational establishments
recently carried out are well known to you. By the substitution of Native for
European subordinate medical staff, that department will be made more suitable
for the requirements of the Native State. The educational scheme, which provides
for definite and gradual promotions to all grades of Educational officers, will, it is
believed, secure for that department, an efficient staff of teachers working under
a healthy stimulus and enjoying prospects of advancement which compare not
unfavorably with those offered by other branches of the public service.

Mysore, as you may remember, was represented at the Calcutta Exhibition
in 1883-84. Owing to short notice and the difficulty in collecting suitable
exhibits, the arts and industries of Mysore could neither be fully nor fairly repre-
sented.

The report of the local Committee is not yet to hand, but as soon as it is
received copies will be distributed for information throughout the different districts.
The net cost to the State has been about Rs. 6,000 a very small sum considering
the interests involved.

The exhibits from Mysore, few as they were, attracted considerable attention
and I am happy to say that the Province obtained

2 gold medals.

9 first class certificates and silver medals.
11 second do and bronze medals.

8 third class certificates.

The works most highly appreciated were wood inlaid with ivory and sandal-
wood carvings.

Raw products, silk fabrics, spices, medicines, honey, coffee, etc., attracted atten-
tion, while the paintings by Mr. Rangasami Pille and the plans by the students of
the Engineering School were highly praised. The model railway carriages exhibited
by Messrs. Appavu Chetti & Sons were excellent, and I am glad to say that
foreign Railways have already given orders to that firm for the construction of
some passenger vehicles. There was also a demand for Mysore metal-ware, goods
in horn, and fancy work.

Exhibitions are shortly to be held both in London and Bombay, and to secure
a proper representation of Mysore at those places, steps will now be taken to collect
some of the best specimens in art and manufacture, and at the same time a collec-
tion of all kinds will be made in Bangalore with a view to making our industries
better known and appreciated locally.

Gentlemen, it now only remains for me to assure you of the great interest
which His Highness the Maharaja takes in the success of these annual meetings.
It is his hope and wish that this Assembly will become, year after year, more and
more useful to the country. By careful watching of the working of the Adminis-
tration in all branches and by bringing to notice any defects or shortcomings in
them, and by practical suggestions for improving the condition of all classes of His
Highness’ subjects, you have it in your power to contribute in some measure to
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the good Government of the country. The lively interest you evince in the
discussion of public questions and your intelligent appreciation of the intentions
and policy of Government are a source of strength to His Highness’ advisers.

In conclusion, let me thank you, gentlemen, most heartily for the trouble you
have taken to attend this meeting.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE
DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON WEDNESDAY, THE 21st OCTOBER 1885.

(GENTLEMEN.—

It is my privilege to lay before you to-day, by command of His Highness the
Maharaja, a brief statement of the impurtant facts connected with the admimistration
-of the Province during the past year.

Postponement of Enhanced Subsidy.—Before submitting to you the usualfinancial
statements, I beg to announce to you the important fact that the Government of
India have been graciously pleased to recommend to the Secretary of State the
postponement of the enhanced subsidy for a farther period of 10 years. A brief
reference to the history of this question will not be uninteresting to you. The
amount of the subsidy, as fixed by the Treaty of 1799 and as hitherto paid, 1s 243
lakhs of rupees. Under that Treaty, however, Mysore was also bound to pay con-
tributions to the British Government towards the increased expenses of war. This
indefinite liability for contributions in time of war, was commuted by the Treaty of
1807 into an obligation to maintain a body of 4,000 effective horse in peace and war,
such portion of this force as, in the opinion of the British Government, may not be
required for the internal protection of the country, being maintained at all tunes
ready to accompany the British Army on service beyond the Mysore Territory. The
Instrument by which the administration of the Province was transferred to His
Highness the Maharaja, commuted this obligation to maintamn a Cavalry force for
external service, into one to pay 10} lakhs of rupees per annum by way of an addi-
tion to the subsidy. Acting, however, under the influence of a sincere desire not
to place an undue burden on the finances of Mysore mn the early stage of the
Maharaja’s rule, the British Government postponed this addition of 10} lakhs to the
subsidy, for a period of 5 years from the date of Rendition. During the past four
years, the financial position of the State has received the careful consideration of
His Excellency the Viceroy in Council. His Excellency has recognized the fact
that the revenue of Mysore is not now so large as was anticipated at the time when
the addition of 10} lakhs to the subsidy was fixed, and in view of the present
embarrassed condition of the Mysore finances and of the demands upon the resources
of the State, His Excellency has been pleased, as already stated, to recommend to
the Secretary of State that the enhanced subsidy shall be foregone for an additional
period of 10 years. Thisis only a fresh but a very signal illustration of the generous
treatment which the Mysore State hasinvariably received at the hands of the Para-
mount Power. His Highness’ Government are deeply grateful for this boon, for
without it, it would not at present, be possible to maintain the administration of
the Province at its present standard of efficiency. The ten years’ postponement,
however, gives the State sufficient time within which to recover from the effects of
the late famine, and I beg to give you the assurance that His Highness’ Govern-
ment will spare no efforts, loyally to meet the Treaty obligation in question at the
expiry of the time so graciously allowed.

Surplus Revenue of the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore.— Another
subject which has been decided by the Government of India is that the surplus
revenue of the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore, which is administered by the
British Government, shall be credited in the Imperial Accounts.

In accordance with this decision, the receipts and expenditure of the Civil and
Military Station have had to be excluded from the Provincial revenue and expendi-
ture,
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Receipts and Expenditure for 1884-85.—After making this deduction, the
ordinary revenue of the State amounted to Rs. 1,00,70,975 and the expendltme to
Rs. 99,55,601 as shown in the following statements :—

Receipts. 1833-84 1884-83.
Rs. Rs.

Land Revenue . . 73,30,811 66,83,886
Excise 9,568,624 11,79,625
Forest 6,27,283 6,57,564
Stamps 4,30,292 4,412,791
Sayer .. 2,83,426 3.40,699
Mok} tarfa 2,81,442 2,65,103
Law and Justice .. . 59,433 69,490
Post Office 58,616 61,607
Registration 492,249 44,339
Amrit Mahal ... .. 34,199 34,424
Education . 23,966 32,348
Salt .. .. 26,455 24,464
Publhe Works ... 9,366 9,296
Sale proceeds of uncurrent coppel coins . 26,128 3,103
Miscellaneous ... . 1,27,433 2,22,237

Total .. 1,03,19,723 _1,00,70.975

Erpenditure.

A
Subs:dy 24,50,000 24,50,000
Civil Last 10,00,000 10,00,000
Interest on pubhc debt 4,91,237 5,17,531
Poltical pensions including a.llowa,nces in heu of J: ahdu 1,48,925 1,041,048
Military Force ... 7,38,009 7.56,939
48,28,171 48,28,518

B
1853-84. 1884-85.

Rs. Rs.

Admnistration and Public departments . 1,86,290 2,04,097
@  [Deputy Commissioners and esta,bhshments ¢ .. 1,37,808 1,35,190
g " | Assistant Commissioners and establishments 47,630 53,761
2% | Taluk establishments 3,12,037 315,917
& % 4 Revenue Survey ... 2,560,414 2,38,918
TS | Inam department . . 7,816 7,985
& | Remuneiation of village selvants 2,14,210 2.87,724
= | Other items 32,034 32,452
Excise . . 16,097 18,300
Forest 2,48,257 2,48,028
Stamps . 14,311 18,103
Sayer 15,274 14,505
Stationery and Puntmg 58,693 53,473
Amrit Mahal department ... 1,33,360 32,104
Topographical Survey 84,285 80,483
Total... 17,59,016 17,41,040

C.
Law and Justice including Jails .. 7,10,064 7.58,883
Police 4,70,637 4,88,665
Education 1,38,065 1.45,130
Muzarayi .- . . .- 2,79,657 2,580,955
Medical 1,29,659 1,32,994
Superannuatxon pensions and qatultxes 2,45,600 2,70,964
Public Works.. 9,36,001 8,93,687
Post Office ... - 1,27,535 1,26.660
Registration ... 25,579 25,972
Minor departments . 17,173 17,06

British Officers’ furlough a.nd a.bsentee a.llowances, retu-—
ing gratuities, compensatlon allowances, and leave

and pensionary contributions ... 1,15,621 635,621
Miscellaneous - . .. .- 1,88,944 1,78,846
Total .o 33,84,536 33,86,043

Grand Total 99,71,722 93,55,601
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At the close of the year, there was only a small surplus of Rs. 1,15,374, which
compares rather unfavorably with the surplus of nearly 3} lakhs at the close of the
previous year. This result was not due to any increased expenditure. It was due
entirely to a falling off in the revenue. Under Land Revenue, the realizations
were 6} lakhs less than in the previous year, because the year was one of partial
drought throughout the northern and eastern parts of the Province, and the Govern-
ment had either to postpone or to remit a portion of the Land Revenue in the
affected tract.

Abkari, however, yielded 2} lakhs more than in 1883-84, owing to the larger
amounts which the Government were able to secure from the new toddy and arrack
contracts entered into in the beginning of 1884-85. These contracts are, as usual,
for a period of 3 years. Sayer shows a slight improvement of about half a lakh.
Under Forest Revenue, the demand for sandalwood was unusually slack, and the
sales realized only Rs. 3,22,308, or 1} lakhs less than in 1883-84. This, however,
was made good by the larger sale of timber to the public, and by the supply of
sleepers and fuel to the Railway. Thus, on the whole, the Forest Revenue
amounted to Rs. 6,57,564, i.c., about a } lakh better than in the year previous.
We ought not, however, to calculate upon sales of timber and fuel on such an ex-
tensive scale, for, the forests, especially the Fuel Reserves, require some rest.
Under Miscellaneous items of Revenue, there was an increase of nearly 1 lakh.
This was due chiefly to the Secretary of State’s decision which recognized the
gervices of British Officers in Mysore prior to 30th September 1882, as British
Service for purposes of pension and leave allowances. This order secured to the
State a refund of the contributions on account of their pensions and leave allowances
which had previously been paid to the British Government. Thus the largé
decrease of 63 lakhs nnder Land Revenue being made good in part by increase
under other heads of revenue, the total income was only 24 lakhs less than in
1883-84. Among items of expenditure, there have been no important variations of
any kind, and the total expenditure has been maintained as in the previous year at
the normal figure of about 99% lakhs.

As already remarked, the foregoing figures exclude the revenue and expenditure
of the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore. The surplus revenue of the Station,
which was included in the Provincial Cash Balances till the beginning of the last
year, may be estimated at about 1% lakhs per annum.

Budget Estimate for 1885-86.—The budget for the current year, as finally re-
vised, estimates for an income of Rs. 1,04,23,500. Under all heads ofrevenue except
“ Land Revenue,” the estimates are based upon the actual realizations of the past
and previous years. Under Land Revenue, an income of Rs. 73,11,000 has been
estimated for, though the actual realizations in the past year amounted to only
Rs. 66,83,886. After the late Famine, the Land Revenue decreased to about 70}
lakhs, which was the amount realized in 1881-82 and 1882-83. The average
realizations in the years immediately preceding the Famine were about 73 lakhs,
and this figure was again reached in 1883-84. This improvement has not unfortu-
nately been permanent, for, the last year was one of very scanty rainfall and short
harvests, and it is followed by the expectionally unfavorable season of the present
year. Under such circumstances, the Land Revenue demand for the current year
is likely to be only about 70 lakhs, but I believe it probable that the actual realiza-
tions, including the postponements of 1884-85, may be about 73 lakhs as estimated
in the Budget, if the present favorable aspect of the season continues.

The budget estimates for an expenditure in the current year of Rs. 1,02,39,810
against an actual expenditure of Rs. 99,55,601 in the past year. The increase is
almost entirely due to the grant for Public Works being increased from 9% to 12
lakhs, under circumstances which will be explained hereafter. * Police,” “ Educa-
tion” and *‘ Medical ” are the only other heads, the increase under which calls for
any remark. In the Police Department, it was found necessary, in the interests
of its efficiency, to revert to the former system of employing separate Assistant
Commissioners for the exclusive charge of the Police, under the orders of the
District Officers. This measure has necessitated a redistribution of the cost of
Assistant Commissioners between the Revenue, Judicial and Police Depart-
ments.
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The improvement of the status of schoolmasters and a larger provision for

Rs.  Srants-in-aid account for the slight *increase
*Actuals, ... 1884.85 145130 under‘ Education,” while tthat under “ Medical”
Budget, ... 1885-86 161,500 is due to the gradual substitution of Assistant
Fetuals . 1884.85 132994 Surgeons in the place of Apothecaries, and to the
Budget, .. 1885-86 171197 increased provision for purchase of mnedicines.

State Railway.— I shall now proceed to place before you the statistics connected
with the State Railway. At present 140 miles of Railway fromm Mysore to Gubbi is
open for traffic. The total cost of this length up to the end of 1884-85 amounted to
Rs, 62,94,170, as follows: —

\

Rs.
Bangalore-Mysore Section, 86 miles open throughout the year 43,56,690
Bangalore-Tumkur Section, 43 miles opened on 11th August 1884 ... 16,48,476
Tumkur-Gubbi Section, 11 miles opened on 26th December 1884 ... 2,89,004
Total 62,94,170

The revenue receipts amounted to Rs. 3,80,875, and the expenses to Rs. 2,07,087,
leaving as net earnings Rs. 1,73,788, which added to the surplus of ordinary
revenue, Rs. 1,15,379, gave a total cash balance of Rs. 2,89,167 at the close of the
last year. The net Railway earnings were about 276 per cent on a capital outlay
of about 63 lakhs till the close of the last year; but as only a portion of the total
line of 140 miles was open throughout the year, the mean mileage worked was about
105 miles, and the net earnings pro-rata are 3'68 per cent.

In addition to the capital expenditure up to the close of 1884-85, a further
sum of Rs. 2,51,040 is provided for expenditure in the current year to meet the cost
of six new engines which have lately arrived, and of some additional wagons and of
improvements to the line. The total cost will thus be Rs. 65,45,210, or Rs. 46,751
per mile; and the earnings may be said to return 353 per cent on the capital.

The extension from Gubbi to Harihar, 157°282 miles has still to be constructed.
Surveys, plans and estimates as far as Tiptur (32'81 miles), received the approval
of the Government of India in January 1884, and similar papers for the portion be-
tween Tiptur and Haribar (124'472 miles) were forwarded to the Resident on 13th
July 1885, for submission to the Government of India. The estimated cost of
continuing the Railway beyond Gubbi to Harihar (157282 iniles), amounts to
Rs. 63,00,939 at a rate of Rs. 40,062 per mile. The difference in cost between what
has been done and what has to be done is thus Rs. 6,689 per mile, the saving being
due to cheaper survey, less bridging, accommodation already established at head-
quarters, plant now available, less equipment in rolling stock at outset, and saving
in establishment.

The Durbar has lately accepted a proposal made by the Government of India
that the extension from Gubbi to Harihar should be executed with foreign capital.
Negotiations are, it is believed, in progress between the Secretary of State for India
on behalf of Mysore, and the Southern Mahratta Company, whereby the present
line of 140 miles is to be hypothecated for the amount of its cost to the Company,
who are to raise the additional capital required and carry out the extension. The
amount which Mysore is to receive on the hypothecation of its present line is to be
paid to the British Government in part liquidation of the Famine Lioan. The terms
under which the Company is to construct the extension and maintain, manage and
work the whole system of the “Mysore State Railway” are to be similar to those of
the existing contract between the Secretary of State and the Company as regards the
Deccan Railways. Under this arrangement, Mysore will guarantee to the Company
interest on its capital during the first five years, the State receiving the whole of the
net earnings of the Railway during that period. After the first five years, the rate
of guaranteed interest payable to the Company will be reduced to 3% per cent, and
the Company will then, in addition, retain for itself 3th of the net earnings, the
remaining 3ths being handed over to Mysore. Due provision will be made for the
Government retaining in its hands a control over the accounts and expenditure of
the Company, and for Police arrangements on the line. The whole Railway is
redeemable at the end of the 25th, 35th, or 45th year. These terms are, it will be
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seen, not unfavorable to Mysore. The amount to be reccived by the hypothecation
-of the open line, which, as already shown, has cost about 65 lakhs, will go a great
way towards liquidating the Famine Loan which now amounts to about 773 lakhs
-of Rupees. In this way Mysore will soon be free to apply to its own advantage the
heavy payments it now makes towards the repayment of this loan ; while the liability
on account of the guaranteed interest, will not be serious, if the returns on the com-
pleted system are maintained at a figure which Mysore has a right to expect from
its own experience in managing the smnall sections it has already constructed. If
the cost of construction is limited to the amount provided by Mysore estimates, the
difference between the 33 per cent guarantee and the Mysore share (3ths) of the 3
per cent earnings, will only amount to about Rs. 78,000 per annum. This charge is
not to be considered as too high a price to be paid for a few years, for the advantage
of securing at an early date a long length of Railway within the Province, with the
option of purchasing it hereafter when the finances are in a more flourishing condi-
tion. The annual charge above referred to will cease when the Railway begins to
earn 43 per cent on the capital; and, when it earns more than that rate, it will
becoine a source of revenue to the State. Thus, on the whole, the proposed arrange-
ment .with the Southern Mahratta Company is one which is calculated in every way
to advance the best interests of the State.

In connection with the subject of Railways, I regret to have to inform you
that our Consulting Engineer Colonel A. LeMessurier is shortly to leave us. He
came to Mysore in November 1879, when the construction of the Mysore-Bangalore
Railway had made very little progress beyond the earth-work done as relief work
during the late famine. The early and satisfactory completion of this line, as well
as its further extension to Gubbi was in a large measure due to his untiring energy.
The Governinent always found in him a valuable adviser in all D. P. W. matters
generally, and his exertions to train the young Native Engineers for Railway sur-
vey and construction, have been eminently successful. His Highness’ Government
regret very much that they are so soon to lose his services, and I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing their high appreciation of the valuable services rendered by
him to the State during the six years he has been with us.

Season Prospects.—In my Address to you on the occasion of the last annual
meeting, I alluded to the then unfavorable prospects of the year. Happily the ap-
prehensions at that time entertained were not realized. The North-East monsoon
proved favorable and was sufficient to save a portion of the standing crops, though
quite insufficient to fill the tanks, or to allow of more than one-half of the usual
amount of wet cultivation under them. The dry crops in the north-eastern and
eastern districts yielded only a harvest, which varied from } to 3 of the usual
average. On the whole, however, a moderate harvest was secured and proved suffi-
cient to avert immediate distress. During this year again, the unfavorable condi-
tions of the first half of 1883-84 have repeated themselves in a more aggravated *
form. The south-west 1mmonsoon began very well in May, and continued to promise
fair during that month and June. In July, however, it showed signs of failing,
and, as the season advanced, the drought became greater and more general. Till
about the end of September, the rain which fell was extremely scanty. The dry
crops began to wither from the long continued drought. The early crops were
entirely lost in parts of Mysore, Chitaldrug and Tumkur. In parts of Kolar and
the maidan portions of Kadur, the early rains were so scanty as not to allow of
sowings to the usual extent. The tanks everywhere were empty, and no Kartik
wet cultivation was carried on under them ; and even in the malnad, the rains were
insufficient for the paddy crops. In maidan taluks the springs rapidly dried up,
and much difficulty was experienced as regards drinking water. Fodder for cattle
became scarce, and the Government had to open its Reserved Forests for purposes
of pasture. Prices began to rise, and the mortality among cattle sensibly increased.
There was thus every sign that the Province was in a most critical condition. It
was evident that if the drought continued much longer, there would be wide-spread
scarcity, which, if the North-East monsoon too failed, would soon deepen into a
famine. When the prospect looked so gloomy, the rains of the 25th September
and the following days removed all cause for immediate apprehension. The season
has since assumed a very favorable aspect, and if this continues, we may calculate
apon a tolerably fair harvest, though one rather below the usual average.

D. A, 12
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Relief Measures.—It wili, however, be satisfactory to you to know that in view
to meeting the apparently impending calamity, -His Highness’ Government had
adopted measures for the inauguration of a system of relief works which, it was
hoped, would afford the threatened districts the means of tiding over the months
of scarcity likely to intervene between the failure of the later crops, and the early
harvest of the coming year. The system of relief which, it was decided to adopt,
was the same as that which is prescribed for all British Provinces. 'There is, how-
ever, one point connected with the adwinistration of relief, upon the importance of
which His Highness’ Government lay special stress. In their opinion, it is essen-
tial that a scheme of relief, in order to be efficient, must provide, on an extensive
scale, ?})r works specially intended for the rehef of the agricultural population in
the vicinity of their villages. Our main object should be to prevent the dispersion
of families in quest of distant works. Near every inhabited village, it will be easy
to provide abundance of suitable work, such as the improvement of tanks, the mak-
ing of wells and village-roads, the improvement of the existing local sanitary ar-
rangements, the digging and weeding of fields, construction of Sagurvali Kattes and
other similar works. The employment of the people on such works will enable
them to return to their homes at the end of each day’s work, and thus it will be
possible to preserve the mutually helpful bonds of village society. The early com-
mencement of works of this kind is of paramount importance, for, it is only in that
way, we can induce the people to resort to relief works at the outset. Experience
shows that in the earlier stages of distress, they prefer to cling to their homes upon
unwholesome or insufficient food rather than seek employment on distant works.
It 1s only when even such food fails and when emaciation sets in, that they leave
their homes 1n quest of work or food, and enter upon that career of aimless wand-
ering which was so fruitful a source of suffering during the last Famine.

In orgamizing relief measures, therefore, my first endeavour was to arrange for
a programme of works near the homes of the people. For some of the most affect-
ed parts of Tumkur and Chitaldrug, such a programme has already been mapped
out on'the prmnciple of leaving no inhabited village without suitable work within
a radius of 3 miles. It is in contemplation to complete the programme at an early
date for the whole of the area likely to be affected by a succession of bad seasons.

In addition to these works intended chiefly for the agricultural population,
and under the supervision of the Civil Officers, arrangements had also been made
for undertaking, when required, a systemn of works under the professional control of
the Public Works Department, and intended chiefly for persons who generally
resort to such works for employment. The D. P. W. Relief Scheme, to meet which
an additional grant of 23 lakhs was provisionally made to that Department, com-
prised the restoration or repair of a large number of tanks and the formation of a
few useful new roads, and improvement of existing ones, the works being so situat-
‘ed that the laboring and even the agricultural classes could reach them without
losing touch of their village homes. These projects would, it must be admitted, be
entirely insufficient to meet the demand for work that would arise in the event of
wide-spread and intense distress, but it was never apprehended that we should
have to cope with a famine at all approaching in seventy that of 1876-78. For the
amount of distress anticipated, the works projected seemed sufficient. They would
not entail profuse expenditure, and would prove remunerative, whilst affording for
a limited period ample occupation to the landless classes and field-laborers. Should,
indeed, & desolating famine again come on the land, it would be difficult to initiate
D. P. W. relief works on a sufficiently large scale, without iesorting to the imme-
diate extension of our Railway lines, and starting the much discussed great Mari-
kanave Reservoir and its subsidiary channels.

Prospects, however, have, as already stated, materially improved; abundant
rains have recently fallen all over the taluks which at one time were most sorely
threatened ; the tanks have partially filled, the withering crops have revived, and
under Providence there is now every reason to hope that the need for exceptional
measures of relief has, for the present, entirely ceased.

In congratulating the country on the narrow escape we have had, I must not
omit to mention that in maturing my plans to meet the threatened calamity, it has
been my good fortune to receive from Mr. Girdlestone, the British Resident, most
valuable advice and support. The active interest he invariably evinced in the
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elaboration of relief ineasures has been a source of strength to me and of encourage-
ment to my officers; and I take this opportunity to acknowledge thus publicly, on
behalf of His Highness’ Government, the cordial sympathy which they invariably
received from him, during the anxious period the State has just passed through.
My acknowledgents are also due to the District Officers for their active watch-
fulness of the state of the country and for their preparedness for prompt action in
case of need. I have also received valuable aid and co-operation from my Chief
Secretary, Mr. Vijayindra Rao, in the organization of relief measures generally, and
from Major Bowen, the Public Works Secretary, in arranging, in the very short
time at his disposal, an adequate programme of professional agency works.

Irrigation Works.—I must now touch on a subject as intimately connected
with the averting of the dangers arising from abnormal seasons, as with the well-
being of the Province in ordinary years. I mean our Irrigation Works. I shall
first enumerate briefly what has been done to our tanks and channels in the years
unmediately preceding the great Famine, and what has been done since, and then
I shall discuss the policy to be pursued in the near future. )

In the years from 1871-.72 to 1875-76 inclusive, the total outlay on Irrigation
was Rs. 20,07,539, of which Rs. 11,32,464 -vas on original works,—that is, on the
restoration of abandoned tunks, or on the radical improvement and extension of
our channels; and Rs. 8,75,075 on repairs,—that is, on the maintenance of already
existing works yielding revenue. This gives in round numbers an average of
Rs. 4,00,000 on new and old works for each of the five years. Much useful work
was done in the same direction during 1876-77, 1877-78 and 1878-79, which I shall
call the famine years; but this expenditure was mostly abnormal and its primary
object was the alleviation of distress, and but partially, the benefit of the works
themselves. So I shall pass those years by. From 1879-80 to 1884-85, both in-
clusive, the total outlay on irrigation was Rs. 18,56,668, or an average of over 3
lakhs for each of the six years. This average expenditure on works of vital im-
portance, though exhibiting no neglect of irrigation, was below that of the first five
years of the last decade; but you will remember that not only did the Rendition of
the Province and the disastrous results of the Famine lead to the breaking up of
the expensive establishments previpusly employed on the so-called serial restora-.
tion of tanks, but in the years succeeding, the greater part of the resources of the
State were wisely diverted to the rapid completion of a part of our projected Rail-
way systemr. The further development of that system will, as already stated,
shortly pass out of our hands under very favorable conditions, and the sensible
relief of financial pressure that will then be afforded will enable us, iv is hoped, to
aive greater attention and more ample funds to the furtherance of irrigation.

Tank Policy—In my Speech last year, I sketched the outlines of a scheme
then under consideration for dealing with the maintenance of our tanks. The
proposal I brought forward was to throw on the Public Works Department full
responsibility for all tanks yielding a revenue of Rs. 500 and upwards. The
oncrous duties connected with the improvement and up-keep of these tanks were,
it was thought, as much as the limited staff of the Public Works Department could
well undertake. The up-keep of all tanks with a revenue less than Rs. 500 was to
rest with the ryots themselves, under the control of the Revenue Officers, whilst
private capital and enterprize were to be enlisted in our service for the resvoration,
under favorable conditions, of old abandoned tanks. That scheme which is, it
must be admitted, beset with many difficulties, has not yet been completely
matured ; and authorities on the subject differ as to the limt to be fixed in
regard to the relative responsibilities of the Public Works Department and the
ryots. The settlement of the question one way or the other is, however, one of the
crying wants of the Province, and the Government have decided to test the feasi-
bility of the five hundred rupee limit scheme by introducing it in the first instance
into seven selected taluks, one in each district. In these taluks, the responsi-
bilities of the Public Works staff will cease as regards tanks with a revenue less
than Rs. 500, excepting in cases where the Revenue Officers may find it necessary
to call on the Engineers to construct masonry works, such as sluices, Kodis and
aqueducts, which the ryots themselves cannot well undertake. And, as the ryots
can hardly be compelled to build or repair the stone revetments of such tanks, works
to which they are unaccustomed, funds will be placed at the disposal of the Deputy
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Commissioner for this purpose. It seeins to me that this tentative measure will
have the effect of putting to a crucial test the feasibility of the policy above indi-
cated ; and after the lapse of a reasonable period, the results of the trial now
proposed will enable the Government finally to decide as to what limit and what
system should be adopred in the future. I believe that, with the cordial co-opera-
tion of the Revenue and Public Works Officers, the tentative scheme now to be
adopted will be found to work so satisfactorily as to enable the Government to
introduce it into the whole Province at no distant date.

Marikanave Reservoir—The old project for a reservoir at Marikanave near
Hiriyur is now being re-considered. The proposal was originally brought forward
as a faasible scheme by Major Dobbs in 1855, and then examined by Colonel Green
at the express desire of Sir Mark Cubbon. In 1869, Major Sankey’s design was
submitted to the Government of India, but, as it did not contain full estimates for
irrigation channels, the papers were returned. Surveys were afterwards continued
till 1873, when the project was abandoned for want of funds. The site offers great
natural advantages for the formation of a reservoir of very considerable capacity,
and it is the intention of the Durbar to resume the project and at an early date to
complete the necessary enquiries and surveys, with detailed estimates as to cost of
head works and irrigating channels. It is probablée that the work will eventually
yield a return of about 7 per cent on the capital of about 20 lakhs which may be
required, and, as it will be the means of relieving the State of its constant anxiety
regarding portions of Chitaldrug, no effort will be spared to push it to an early
completion.

Collection and Scrutiny of Statistics.—The imminence of the famine this year
has brought to notice some defects in the present machinery for the collection and
scrutiny of statistics— agricultural, vital and economic. For a small Province like
Mysore, it may perhaps not be necessary to have a separate Department of Agri-
culture, but it is absolutely necessary to have at the headquarters an officer of
standing and experience, who could “collect and deal with the statistical returns
relating to the weather, the agriculture, the health and the well-being of the people,
and thus secure the most prompt and accurate knowledge attainable of a probable
failure of crops, and of the extent and consequences of any failure that actually
takes place.” Inordinary times, this work may not be sufficient for a separate
officer. It is therefore in contemplation to combine the office of Director of
Statistics with that of the Inspector- General of Police and of Forests and
Plantations.

Re-constitutwn of Chitaldrug and Hassan Districts—The experience of the
past three years has convinced the Maharaja’s Government of the necessity of
having a regular district in the place of the present Sub-Division in such a large
and distant place as Chitaldrug. The tract, as you know, is one of the border dis-
tricts of the Mysore State, with a long line of frontier, wild and hilly in parts, and
affording shelter to dacoits, and from its being constantly subject to drought, has
always been a source of anxiety to Government. The re-constitution of this Sub-
Division into a district with all the machinery necessary for an eflicient Revenue
and Police administration will go a great way towards promoting local responsi-
bility and prevention of crime, and it will be an important step towards an efficient
administration of famine relief.

At some future time, it may be advisable to consider whether Hassan also
should not be restored to its former position, thus reducing to its original mahage-
able size the Mysore District, which, at present, is rather unwieldy. But the
question of the re-constitution of Hassan is not so pressing as that of Chitaldrug.

Re-constitution of certain abolished taluks.—Experience has also convinced us
of the great public inconvenience caused by amalgamating some of the important
frontier taluks with the neighbouring ones, and this is especially the case with the
taluks of Malvalli, Arkalgud, Malur and Kankuppa, and perhaps of Devanhalli also.
Ever since these taluks were broken up, there have been complaints of the incon-
venience, and, in some instances, of the positive hardship, resulting from the
change. I have been unwilling to disturb the new arrangement without a fair
trial. Later experience, however, makes if clear that, while the resultant saving
is inappreciable, the breaking up of these taluks has not promoted administrative
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efficiency, and has been attended with great inconvenience to the ryotsand village
officials, and has had a prejudicial effect on local trade and local prosperity. His
Highness’ Government have therefore resolved to re-constitute at an early date
some of the abolished taluks.

_ Legislation.-—In the Legislative Department, the Local Boards Regulation.
which came under discussion in previous meetings of this Assembly, was submitted
in Apiil last to the Government of India for sanction.

The Draft Revenue Code as finally revised by the Mysore Governinent was,
some short time back, published in the Official Gazette, and it is now being sub-
mitted to the Government of India.

The important Forest Regulation is still under discussion. The subject 1s
surrounded by many difficulties, and this will he readily understood when it is said
that in Forest matters, even the British Legislature. with its great experience, has
not yet arrived at a final decision. The Forest Code is under revision in Bombay,
the existing arrangements being deemed very unsatisfactory in the interests of the
ryots. In Mysore, the subject is at present receiving careful consideration, and I
may here mention that the Government of His Highness the Maharaja will enforce,
as a fundamental principle, that local wants, local customs, and local systems of
tenure should not be disturbed. On the other hand, however, it must be distinctly
understood that, as population and cultivation increase, it will be necessary for
Government to interfere to prevent the wasteful destruction of forests and to ensure
their conservation in the best interests of the people. It will be strongly impressed
on the minds of Forest Officers that their aim should be to conciliate the willagers
in forest tracts, and secure their co-operation by liberal treatment in respect of
their domestic wants. .

In connection with Forest Legislation, I may add that it is proposed to place
the Department under an Inspector-General of Forests and Plantations. The
Government are training three students in the Forest School at Dehra Dun for the
post of Assistant Conservators; and it is proposed eventually to give an officer of
this class to each district.

Though not strictly connected with the subject of Legislation, I may in this
place mention that, at this moment, there is under consideration the introduction
of an exhaustive Code of Rules based upon the Famine Code of the Madras Presi-
dency and upon the provisional Famine Code of the Government of India. Such a
Code will be a guide to our administrative officers of all grades in the inauguration
and execution of relief measures in times of distress.

Pasture.—The important subject of pasture reserves 1s also now engaging the
attention of Government. In a country like Mysore, where cattle-breeding is
carried on to a large extent by the Government as well as by private individuals,
the subject of pasture land 1s of the utmost importance. For the Government
cattle, valuable pasture land has been reserved, and for private cattle the Survey
Department has allotted to each village free gowal or pasture land, this allotment
being supplemented yearly by the sale tq the villagers of the night to graze on
Government waste-land, which, in many places, is extensive. In ordinary seasons,
the existing provision is understood to be sufficient. In years of scanty rainfall,
there is invariably a general cry against the insufficiency of the existing grazing
provision, and all the District Officers and Amildars consulted affirm that the cry
is not without reason. The deficiency is generally met by temporarily placing the
Reserved Forests at the disposal of villagers for the purpose of grazing, an arrarge-
ment inadequate in itself and not considered as a rule a safe one, as there is always
a risk of the privilege being abused. It is, under the circumstances, proposed to
make a permanent provision that may, to some extent meet the requirements of
good and bad years, and to make the ryot independent. as much as possible, of
Government Reserved Forests. It is admitted that the present Amrit Mahal
allotment is far in excess of what is actually utilized by the Government cattle, and
it is therefore proposed to reduce it to some extent. When this is done, some of
the surplus Karvals would be utilized for fuel and pasture reserves, which could be
thrown open'to the public in exceptional years, while other surplus Kazals could
be placed at the disposal of the public on the moderate assessment of Hulgaral
tenure, and on the distinct understanding of liability to enhanced assessment for
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lands brought under cultivation. The experiment of preserving green fodder in
silos is being carried on on a large scale by the Military Secretary, who is in hopes
of being able to report favorably upon it at an early date. The report, when
received, will be published in the Gazette in English and Canarese.

Anche or Local Post.—A question of great importance which is now before the
Government, relates to the Anche or the Local Post. It is undoubted that the
Department is capable of much improvement. Two alternative proposals hate been
made to us by the Director-General of the Post Office in India. The first proposal
is that the complete control of the Postal arrangements in Mysore should be sur-
rendered, by the Durbar to the Imperial Postal Department, that that Department
should thke over the whole of the Mysore Postal establishinents, pay them from
Imperial revenues, and treat Mysore in all postal matters exactly as if it were a
British Province, the service correspondence of the State being carried at the cheap
official postage rates prepaid by service stamps. The proposal is advantageous in
many ways. Itsecures that centralization and uniformity of rules and organization,
which is the essence of every efficient Postal System. It remedies that public in-
convenience which naturally results from Mysore being isolated from the rest of
India in Postal matters, and it saves the Maharaja’s Government the trbuble and
cost of maintaining a local Postal Department, which, at best, only imitates the
Imnperial System in & manner necessarily imperfect. It involves no interférence,
administrative or political, though the liability of the State in respect of Mail
robberies will increase as the British Postal System expands.

The alternative proposal submitted for the consideration of the .Maharaja's
Government is—

1st—that Mysore should adopt all British rules and rates of postage, using
British Postage Stamps over-printed * Mysore ” which will be supplied to it for the
mere cost of manufacture ;.

2ndly—that all paid inland correspondence, official or 'non-official, transferred
from Mysore to British Post Offices or vice versa be delivered free, each Post Office
keeping whatever it collects in stamps or on bearing letters ;

and 3rdly—that Mysore introduces the Money Order, Insurance, Value-payable
parcel, Postal-note and other systems peculiar to the British Indian Post Office,
retaining any fees it earns on account of them.

You will observe that this alternative proposal secures complete reciprocity in
all Postal matters, but it must not be forgotten that its adoption throws a great
responsibility upon the State, and 1s likely to involve some additional expenditure
for the improvement of the present establishment. His Highness’ Government
have considered the subject with great care and in all its bearings, but, before
coming to a final decision, they desire that 1t should be fully discussed at this
Meeting. .

Gentlemen, before concluding this Address, let me assure you that it is a source
of great satisfaction to His Highness the Maharaja that the opportunity afforded
by this annual Assembly for the representation of public wants, and the suggestion
of measures calculated to better the condition of the people, is prized as a valuable
privilege by his subjects in all parts of the Province. At the outset, the institution
was regarded by some as premature, but the continued interest you evince in public
affairs, and the practical common sense which characterizes your discussions have
served to refute the assumption so often made that the institution is in advance of
the times. The success achieved in the past is an encouragement for further en-
deavours to secure at these annual meetings a fuller representation of the wants
and wishes of the people. In view to attaining this end, His Highness has been
pleased to direct that the various Local Boards, now about to be constituted, shall
be empowered to select their representatives for this Assembly, thereby investing it
with the authority and weight which belong to a body formally deputed for the
representation of the people.

K. SHESHADRI IYER,
Dewan of Mysore,
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DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
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ON SATURDAY, THE 9th OCTOBER 1886.

GENTLEMEN,

I have much pleasure in liying before you to-day, by command of His High-
ness the Maharaja, a sthtement showing the principal features of the administra-
tion of the Province during the past official year; and in doing so, it is particularly
gratifying to me to be able to premise that this 1s the first year since the Rendition
of the Province, in which the prospects of the season have occasioned no anxiety
to His Highness’ Government. At every previous meeting of this Assembly, refer-
ence had to be made to a failure of the rains, more or less general, and in my
Address to you last year, I dwelt at considerable length on the scanty rainfall of
two successive years and the consequent apprehensions of widespread scarcity and
distress,—apprehensions which at the time of our last meeting were beginning to
be dispelled by the advent of a favorable north-east monsoon. In October and the
following months copious and seasonable rainfell, which allowed of fair crops being
raised in every part of the Province, and the year on the whole proved to be one
of average agricultural prosperity. Again during the current year the season has
so far been exceptionally good, the rainfall up to the end of the last month in the
dry districts on the north and north-east is fully twice the quantity gauged during
the corresponding months of the last year, almost all our important tanks are
already full or nearly full ; and altogether the year promises to be one of the most
prosperous we have had for a long time past.

I now proceed to read to you the usual statements, showing the income and
expenditure under all heads, except the Railway, which I reserve for separate treat-
ment.

Recerpts.
1884-85. 1885-86.
Rs. Rs.

Land Revenue ... ... 66,83,886 76,41,241
Excise .. 11,79,625 11,68,722
Forest . vee .- ... 657,564 8,83,098
Stamps . e . . 4,42,791 4,80,479
Sayer ' .o 3,40,699 3,91,139
Mohatarfa .- - . ... 2,65,102 2,94,927
Law and Justice including Jail receipts ... 69,490 63,970
Post Office . 61,607 65,303
Registration . e .. vee 44,339 50,459
Amrit Mahal ... 34,424 68,464 -
Education .. 32,348 24,322
Salt ... - 24,464 21,623
Public Works ... .o 9,296 13,854
Sale proceeds of uncurrent copper coins ... 3,103 2,936
Miscellaneous ... . .- . 2,22,237 2,60,216

Total ... 1,00,70,975 1,14,30,753
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Ezpenditure.
A,
1884-85 1885-86
y Rs. . Rs

Subsidy .. 24,50,000 24,50,000

Civil List . ... 10,00,000 10,00,000

Interest on Public Debt . 5,17,531 4,94,793

Political pensions including allowances in lieu of

Jahgir . ... 1,04,048 1,02,630
M'\htary Force .. .. . 17,56,939 7,35,100
* Total ... 4828518 47,82,523

B. -

Adrministration and Public Departments . 2,04,097 2,04,119
o [Deputy Commissioners and Establishments ... 1,35,190 1,40,270 -
g Assistant Commissioners and Establishments 53,761 58,134
% g | Taluk Establishments ... 315917 3,13,316
/5 5 = Revenue Survey . . 2,38,918 2,31,026
<5 | Inam Department ... 7,985 8,265
g Remuneration of village servants .. -~ 2,87,724 2,32,315
= {Other items e 32,452 20,450

Excise . e e 18,300 15,576

Forest . .. ... 2,48,028 2,26,070

Stamps N . 18,103 15,524

Sayer .. .. .. 14,505 13,632

Stationery and Printing . 53,473 60,516

Amnt Mahal .. .. 32,104 36,421

Topographical Survey 80,483 65,391

Total .. 17,41,040 16,41,025
C.

Law and Justice intluding Jails ... 1,58,883 *7,38,016

Police . - .. ... 4,88,665 5,08,606

Education . . . 1,45,130 1,56,429

Muzarayi . . 280,955 2,96,819

Medical . .. - 1,32,994 1,47,945

Superannuation pensions and gratuities . . . 2,70,964 2,56,561

Public Works ... ... 893,687 11,32,299

Post Office .. ... 1,26,660 1,26,755

Registration .. 25,972 ' 26,672

Minor Departments . 17,666 19,123

British Officers’ furlough and absentee allowances, retir-

ing gratuities, compensation allowances and leave
and pensionary contributions - 65,621 42,590
Miscellaneous ... .. ... 1,78,846 2,41,594
Total .. 33,86,043 36,93,409
Grand Total .. 99,55,601 1,01,16,957

It will thus be seen that, the ordinary revenue of the State was Rs. 1,14,30,764
against Rs. 1,00,70,957 in 1884-85, and the expenditure Rs. 1,01,16,957 against
Rs. 99,55,601. .

In the statement of income the most stnking feature is the large increase of
931 lakhs under Liand Revenue. It includes a sum of 33 lakhs which was collected
out of the deferred demand of 1884-85; during which year, owing to the bad sea-
son, considerable remissions and postponements of revenue to the aggregate extent
of 53 lakhs were found necessary. If the deferred collections of 1884-85 (viz.,
about 3% lakhs) be deducted from the land revenue receipts of '1885-86, the income
pertaining to the latter year is reduced to about 73 lakhs, which, you may remember,
was the maximum amount of annual land revenue ever realized in Mysore.

The history of this important item of our revenue during the past half-century
shows continued improvement during the first four decades, when the averages
were 501, 53, 673, and 72} lakhs, respectively. Then there was a great fall due to
the disastrous famine of 1876-78; but during the past five years, there has been
going on a steady process of recovery.
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The pre-famine figure of 73 lakhs was reached -in 1883-84 and again in
1885-86, and the demand for the intervening year 1884-85 was also about 73
lakhs, though, owing to the exceptional circumstance already adverted to, a much
smaller amount was actually realized before the close of that year. Thus our land
revenue may now be said to have recovered from the effects of the famine of 1876-
78, and we may fairly assume that the extent of land now under cultivation is
about the same as before that famine.

The improvement under “ Forests ”” was mainly due to the revival of the mar-
ket for sandalwood from the depression of the previous year, and to a smaller extent
to an increased supply of railway sleepers.

All other items of revenue participate in the general improvement due to a
Prosperous season.

The total expenditure in 1885-86 was Rs. 1,01,16,957 and exceeded that of
the previous year by Rs. 1,61,356. The increase under Public Works alone was
Rs. 2,38,612, the usual annual grant of 93 lakhs having had to be raised to 12 lakhs
for the improvement of Irrigation Works under circumstances which I explained
to you last year.

Deducting expenditure from incorﬁe, the surplus of the year amounted to
Rs. 13,138,797 which, however, included the realizations on account of the previous
year’s arrears under all heads to the extent of about 43 lakhs.

The budget estimates of receipts and disbursements for the current year are
based mainly upon the actuals of the two previous years.

A total estimated expenditure of Rs. 1,10,58,000 is provided against an actual
of Rs. 1,01,17,000 in 1885-86. The large increase of Rs. 9,41,000 is accounted
for as follows :— ’

Provision has been made for the addition of Rs. 3,00,000 to His Highness the
Maharaja’s Civil List in accordance with the arrangement made at the time of the
Rendition. The reconstitution of abolished districts and taluks accounts for an
increase of about £ lakh in Revenue Establishments, while the Office of Inspector-
General of Police, Police Assistants for the two new districts and the reconstitution
of the Sub-Judge’s Court at Mysore involve an additional expenditure of about
Rs. 36,000. The large increase of Rs. 1,86,000 in the remuneration of village ser-
vants is due to the fact that the payments to these servants which had been held
in abeyance in some of the recently settled taluks have to be paid in full, until
alteration of the present system. An increased expenditure of Rs. 1,16,000 under
‘Forests ' is anticipated, owing to proposed extension both of felling and planting
operations. Entries under * Mint " appear on both sides of the account, and are
nominal transactions referring to the supply of copper and small silver coins. The
Public Works Department grant being fixed at 12 lakhs as in the previous year
accounts for an excess of Rs. 68,000 over that year’s actual expenditure of
Rs. 11,32,000. A grant-in-aid of Rs. 60,000 has been given for sanitary improve-
ments in the City of Mysore.

The foregoing are the principal heads under which the budget for the current
Yyear provides for an increased expenditure. These increases amount in the aggregate
to over 9 lakhs of rupees. But I may here add that the budget provides for a
maximum expenditure according to sanctioned scale, and that savings anticipated
are likely to reduce the budget provision by about 13} lakhs.

Railway.—On the State Railway during the past year, the capital expenditure
incurred amounted to Rs. 4,16,833 and was almost exclusively on the Tumkur-
Gubbi section. The gross earnings of the entire system of 140 miles amounted to
Rs. 4,43,021, and deducting the maintenance charges of Rs. 2,27,048 left a surplus
of Rs. 2,15,973. This net income represented a return of 331 per cent on the
capital outlay of Rs. 65,18,777 up to 31st March 1886.

Last year I explained to you at some length the nature of the negotiations
then in progress for the transfer of the Railway on hypothecation to the Southern
Mahratta Company. Since then, the contract with that Company has been con-
cluded by the Secretary of State acting on behalf of Mysore, and in accordance
with that contract, a loan of £1,200,000 has been raised by the Company and the
proceeds paid to the credit of the Secretary of State. The loan, owing to the
condition of the money market of the day, had to be raised at an interest of 4 per
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cent. The rate of guaranteed interest payable by Mysore to the Company will
therefore be 4 per cent instead of 3% per cent I mentioned last year. Also this
higher rate of interest has to be paid upon a much larger capital than what I specified
on that occasion ; and in consequence of this, the financial forecast I then made
has now to be considerably modified. In other respects the arrangement concltuded
appears to be-identical with what I described at the last Annual Meeting, but as a
copy of the contract and the further instructions of the Government of India on the
subject have not yet been received, I am at present unable to give you fuller inform-
ation or to say what definite financial arrangements are required for meeting the
large annual liability for guaranteed interest, or for the repayment of the loan at
the end of 50 years, when, by the terms of the contract, it seems to be repayable.

Under instructions fromn the Government of India, the actual transfer of the
management of the Railway to the Southern Mahratta Company was effected on
1st July 1886. Thus the interests of this wealthy and powerful Company in the
development of the open line and the early construction of the extension have
become identical with ours. The Company’s staff will ere long take the field, and
actual construction once begun, T have not the slightest doubt that the work will
be pushed forward with all possible speed.”

A proposal to have a more direct and shorter line than that followed by the
Mysore Engineers from Gubbi to Harihar was at one time under discussion. You
will be glad to hear that His Highness’ Government still adhere to their original
opinion that the route most suitable for the trade requirements of this Province is
decidedly the more westerly, though somewhat circuitous one, vid Tiptur, Arsikere,
Kadur and Birur; and there is little probability of this route being changed.

In view of the possible extension in the future of our Railway system in the
direction of Bellary, a line from Bangalore to Hindupur has been surveyed and is
now being marked out. .

I give below a statement showing the entire cost of the State Railway (in
construction and surveys) from the commencement up to the date of its transfer to
the Southern Mahratta Company:—

Ezpenditure on Railways and on Railway Surveys up to 30th June 1886.

Rs.
i.—(a) Capital on construction of open lire of 140 miles 65,14,690
() Excess of interest at 4 per cent over net earnings calculated ac-
cording to P. W Code 5,79,020
Total Railway Construction ...  70,93,710
1.—Gubbr-Harihar Survey—
(a) Capital on Surveys including sleepers provided 3,49,176
(b) Interest thereon calculated as above 16,262
3,65,438
iii —Other Swurveys.—(Hindupur, Shimoga and Nanjangud)—
(a) Capital - 38,294
39,895
(b) Interest 1,601
Grand Total 74,99,043

Financial Retrospect.—As five years have now elapsed since the Rendition of
the Province, a brief survey of the progress of our finances during that period will
probably be of some interest to you. I therefore proceed to place before you ashort
statement showing the result of the transactions under all heads of revenue and
expenditure, during the five years from 1st April 1881 to 31st March 1886.

Cr Dr,
Rs. Rs

Opening Revenue cash balance on Expenditure under all heads
31st March 1881 . 24,07,438 except Railway ... 5,21,52,468
Revenue receipts under all heads Expenditure on Railway Capital 41,97,295
for 5 years from lst April —_
1881 to 81st March 1886 ... 5,52,08,280 Total Expenditure ... 5,63,49,763
Railway Loan 20,00,000 —_—

Closing Revenue cash balance on
31st March 1886 32,65,955
Total .. 5,96,15,718 Total ... 5,96,15,718
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It will be seen from this statement that the Maharaja’s Government started
with a cash balance of Rs. 24,07,438, and that by the addition of the surplus of the
next five years, it now amounts to Rs. 32,65,955, that is to say, an increase of
Rs. 8,58,517 has been secured. In addition to this we have been able to invest in
the construction of the Mysore-Gubbi Railway the large sum of Rs. 41,97,295,
twenty lakhs being obtained by the Railway Loan of 1882, and the remainder
(Bs. 21,97,295) being provided out of current ordinary revenue. Thus the total of
five years’ savings and investments amounts to about 30} lakhs. This result,
satisfactory as far as it goes, has not however been achieved without to some extent
starving ordinary Public Works, such as tanks, channels and roads, and without
resorting to the most stringent measures of retrenchment in all departments, and
in the case of some departments, even beyond the limit of complete efficiency.

This policy was pursued, as you are aware, not with a view to accumulate an
idle surplus in the Treasury, but for the express purpose of providing funds for the
construction of the Railway. The importance of this work for purposes of famine
protection was brought to prominent notice by the disastrous events of 1876-78,
and it was commenced by the British Government who, before the Rendition, spent
over 23 lakhs upon it. Immediately after the Rendition the Durbar resolved to
complete it up to Tiptur at as early a date as possible, and to obtain the funds
required for this purpose by a large reduction of the cash balance, by a loan of 20
lakhs and by retrenchments in all departments. The measures thus adopted were
eminently successful; for we have been able to complete the Railway as far as Gubti
(140 miles) and (but for the instructions of the Government of India in connection
with the proposed negotiations with the Southern Mahratta Railway Company) we
could also have carried it to Tiptur, a further distance of 32 miles. But as I ex-
plained to you on previous occasions, the extension of our system so as to connect
it with that of the Southern Mahratta Company with its outlet on the Western
Coast, is a work which cannot be done out of the ordinary revenue within a time
which can be regarded as reasonable, or without involving a considerable neglect of
the claims of numerous minor works of vital importance. From this point of view
the surrender of the Railway to foreign capitalists is a measure of distinct advant-
age to the State. Jt provides within a brief pertod a complete Railway system
which we so much need and at the same time it leaves us free to devote our
ordinary revenue resources to their more legitimate purposes.

Irrigation.--First and foremost among these stand “ Irrigation Works,” upon
which the well-being of Mysore so much depends. The annual expenditure upon
these works since the Rendition is given below:—

Rs.
1881-82 3,28,368
1882-83 . . .. . 2,85,297
1883-84 . .. 3.54,189
1884-85 3,41,520
1885-86 4,54,145
1886-87 6,85,800 (estimate)

Public Works Department Policy.—You will see from these figures that the
prospect of the transfer of the Railway to foreign capitalists enabled us in 1885-86
to devote to irrigation a larger sum than theretofore, and during the present year,
with the completion of the Railway transfer, we propose to spend the large sum of
63 lakhs on restoring, improving and extending irrigation works of all kinds. As
our financial prosperity so mnch depends upon the vicissitudes of the seasons, and
as years of depression alternate with periods of plenty, it is of course, 1mpossible to
forecast with exactitude the estent to which the resources of the State can be
annually devoted to the development and improvement of irrigation works; but I
can assure you that no effort shall be wanting on our part to assign for this purpose
the largest allotments compatible with other demands on our finances. This may
be accepted as the cardinal feature of our Public Works Department policy; for, we
are conscious that a vast deal remains to be done in the way of general improve-
ments to our truly magnificent system of tanks, of the reconstruction of ruined
abandoned tanks likely to be remunerative, of the restoratiorr and, where practicable,,
the extension of channels drawn from the Cauvery and other rivers, of the con-
struction of the great Marikanave Reservoir and smaller new works where required.
The magnitude of these works in the aggregate is so great that we accept 1t as a
settled principle that our annual operations on them ought to be limited only by
the extent of the resources at our disposal for the time being.
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Special Irrigation Projects.—The liberal provision for Irrigation Works made
in the current year’s budget has led to several important works being undertaken.
Among these, I may make special mention of—

(i) the Rampur Channel development and extension, frow which considerable
benefit, I am confident, will accrue. The project for this is now
before me;

(ii) an extension of the Virjanadi Channel, the feasibility of which is at
present under investigation; and
(ii1) a similar extension of the Maddur Ané Channel; and improvements
\ to the Ramasamudram and Rajaparamesvari Channels, which are
now under execution.

That the more important of our old tanks are not being neglected, a glance at
the items of the budget will show, upwards of 150 restorations or improvements of
large tanks being provided for, apart from numerous smaller tanks.

In my Address last year, I described to you the proposal for the tentative intro-
duction into a few selected taluks of a scheme for enlisting the co-operation of the
ryots in the matter of the maintenance of the smaller irrigation tanks scattered over
the country. It was then in contemplation to apply the scheme to- tanks with a
revenue of less than Rs. 500, but after consultation with experienced officers and in
the interests of the ryots themselves, it was decided to reduce the 500 rupee limit
to one of 300. With this modification, the scheme has been introduced into eight
selected taluks, one in each district, and is reported to be in operation. The
experiment is being closely watched by the Government, and I am glad to find that
the local Revenue officers concerned are directing their best energies to ensure its
success.

Referring to the Marikanave Reservoir, I said last year that the project was
being examined by the Government.. On mature consideration of the general pros-
spects of the country and the financial bearings of this great work, it has been
deemed prudent to defer further action for the present owing to the superior claims
of smaller works more likely to produce immediate increased prosperity. To defer
indefinitely.a work of such-importance is not in our mind ; for it must be acknow-
ledged that its cost, great though it be, sinks into insignificance when weighed
against what Government holds to be the imperative duty of famine protection in
the arid tracts of Chitaldrug. It is true that recent, professional opinion tends to
show that the difficulties and risks of the work proposed are greater than had pre-
viously been apprehended by our Engineers. The cost of gettingin thé foundation
alone across the river has been roughly estimated at 3 lakhs of rupees, and there is
apparently the danger of even entire waste of that large amount, should the rock
prove treacherous or unsound in any part. Nevertheless the work will not be lost
sight of when funds sufficient are forthcoming to justify a reasonable expenditure
in the attempt to secure a perfectly reliable foundation on which to comnmence the
building of the great dam.

During the next few years of railway extension, the demand on account of
guaranteed interest will not allow of our undertaking so costly a work. Moreover
there are, as already stated, several comparatively smaller works which have a prior
claim upon us as they are likely to lead to a large immediate extension of culti-
vation in parts of the country much more thickly populated than the dry taluks of
Chitaldrug. These considerations have led to the formation of a new Public Works
Department Division called the Channel Division” to deal with the restoration
and extension of channels drawn from the Cauvery, Hemavati, Kapini and
Lakshmanatirtha. These important works are, as I before pointed out, being
pushed on with vigour and may absorb the whole of our available resources for the
next 3 or 4 years.

Other Public Works.—Before taking leave of this subject of special public
works, I think it well to say that the wants of the Province in regard to roads and
bridges are not being forgotten, and that irrigation works, though of first importance,
are not being attended to, to the exclusion of our means of internal communication.
These will always receive their due share of attention and of money, and I may men-
tion that this year, whilst we have several minor roads and railway feeders in hand, -
we have also under execution two important bridges, that over the Hebhalla be-
tween Maddur and Malvalli, and that over the Sulekere Iriver between Harihar and
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Malebennur. A project for a bridge of the first importance—that across the
Yagachi river close to Belur, the pressing necessity for which was prominently
brought to His Highness’ notice during his tour last year—is now before me, and I
hope soon to be in a position to accord sanction to the estimate.

Before concluding this section of mny Address, I may state for your information
that the average amount of provincial revenue devoted annually to Public Works
during the past five years is Rs. 9,90,374, as compared with Rs. 16,23,290 in the
five years immediately preceding the late famine. During the current year, as
already stated, it is proposed to spend 12 lakhs.

Gold Mining.— The recent revival of the Gold Mining industry under the influ-
ence of the favorable results obtained by the Mysore Gold Mining Company in
Kolar promises to have an important bearing on the prosperity of the country.
Mining operations are being already prosecuted with renewed vigour by several com-
panies in the neighbourhoscd of the Mysore Company’s mines, while elsewhere, other
companies are preparing to begin or resume work. In the Kolar Field especially the
works undertaken are on an important scale. Shafts of great depth have been sunk
through the most promising reefs, costly machinery has been erected for extracting
and crushing the ore,and substantial buildings have sprung up all round for the
housing of those engaged on the mines.

It is now beyond doubt that gold bearing strata have teen reached and gold in
considerable quantities is being brought to the surface day by day. Already have
Rs. 33,368 been paid into His Highness’ Treasury by one Company alone (namely,
the Mysore Company) as royalty for the gold extracted. But in forecasting the
future of this industry, it is needless to say that it behoves us to speak with great
caution, for, in Gold Mining everywhere, there is always an element of speculation
and uncertainty. But there can be no harm in my referring to a fact, of which you
are so well aware, that history and tradition alike point to Mysore as a country
which, in the pasf, préduced large quantities of gold, and that there are to be seen
in the present day, the remains of extensive ancient workings scattered all over the
country. If the experience gained in the Kolar Field can be accepted as a guide,
thers is little reason to doubt that the extraction of the precious metal in remu-
nerative quantities in various parts of the Province awaits only the application of
modern appliances on a suitable scale. His Highness’ Government are therefore
prepared to afford to the enterprise—as indeed they have always afforded—every
facility compatible with the rights of the people and the claims of the State. It
has always been our object to attract bona fide working companies to the enterprise.
In granting 30 year leases of one square mile blocks instead of 20 year leases of
smaller blocks as elsewhere, we have aimed at offering adequate inducement to.
the employment of large capital. In levying a royalty on actual yield instead of a
heavy acreage assessment so prohibitive in the early stage of mining operations, we
have sought to protect the permanent interests of Government without hampering
the development of the mines. Our policy, though conceived on such essentially
liberal lines, has not, it musl, be admitted, as yet attracted to the enterprise sound
working companies to the full extent we anticipated, in parts of the Province
beyond the Kolar Field. Such companies most naturally object to pay a large price
for a thing of unknown value, and their attitude of caution is justified by the ex-
perience of their predecessors who suffered from the material reduction of their
working capital by the heavy prices paid to intermediate concessionaries. To what
extent ouy present system must be modified so as to place our auriferous lands
within the direct reach of sound working companies™ is thus a question which calls
for an early solution. As at present advised, His Highness’ Government are of
opinion that the present stage of the mining enterprise in the Province would justify
their seeking to solve this question somewhat on the following lines :—

1stly. To leave the whole country open for the operations of prospecting
parties free of charge.

2ndly. To guarantee to each prospector the mining rights over a fixed
quantity of land, provided that be conforms to prescribed conditions
of diligent prospecting by means of suitable boring and other opera-
tions.

3rdly. To require that the selection by him be made within a prescribed
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reasonable tiwe, his claim being restricted to the locality -over which
he has actually prospected. ’

4thly. To provide that, before the Government actually make the grant, the
necessary working capital shall be forthcoming’; and that in default,
such prospector’s mining rights shall be forfeited.

5thly. To fix the extent of land for each grant so as to bear a previously
prescribed proportion to the actual amount of working capital forth-
roming ; and

6Khly. To stipulate for the due commencement and prosecution of work on
a scale commensurate with the extent of the grant and for a moderate
royalty, regulated at first according to the proportion of gold ex-
tracted to quartz crushed, but never exceeding a fixed maximum rate
on the actual outturn of gold. .

Such a system will, it is believed, reduce to a minimum all elements of risk
and uncertainty for the investor. The comparatively small outlay required for
efficient prospecting operations is not likely to deter the intending investor as he
will be able to start such operations with a distinct Government guarantee
for the grant of a fixed area, when the results of prospecting induce him to demand
such a grant. By adopting such a system, His Highness’ Government hope to be
able to place the whole of our auriferous lands within the direct reach of English
capital, and thus to ensure the extension and permanence of the enterpnse in
Mysore.

With a view to add to the knowledge of the public concerning our mineral re-
sources and the history of the Gold Mining under ancient dynasties, a small
prospecting party has been organized for the purpose of locating on the sheets of
the Topographical Survey the principal runs of gold-bearing strata as indicated by
the remains of ancient workings, and for drawing up a general report on the
subject after-a careful examination of the whole Province. This work is expected
to be completed within the next few months, after which the State will be in a
position to arrange for the verification by a Government geologist of the results
reported by the prospecting party and to place the whole of the information thus
secured at the disposal of the public. Such information cannot of course enable
one to judge whether gold in paying quantities exists in any particular locality, but
an exact knowledge as to the situation and extent of the main runs and of the old
workings, will doubtless be of great help to intending prospectors.

It may also be desirable to establish an arrangement under which an intending
prospector may find within easy reach the means for making small borings with
diamond drills or other apphances. But this 1s of course a matter in which the
Government will not.be called upon to take action until a demand for such facilities
Springs up.

To sum up—the object which the Government have in view is, while affording
the amplest facilities for prospecting operations, to restrict grants to such bona fide
companies as are capable of working them, promoting thereby the influx of capital
for the development of a most promising industry and placing it on a practical basis
beyond the sphere of speculation.

Education.—The subject of education is one which the Government regard as
of the foremost importance. Their policy mnay be briefly summed up as aiming at
the following ends: to maintain unimpaired and in thorough efficiency all the means
of elementary and secondary educaficn, and to bring them within the reach of all
«classes both by direct agency and by assisting private efforts ; to promote a scholarly
study of the local vernacular and of our ancient classical languages; to elevate and
extend female education and to conduct it on a system strictly national so as to
enlist popular sympathy m its progress; toc encourage higher education and train
young men for the professions of medicine, engineering, etc.

+ Of the means adopted by His Highness’ Government for the attainment of the
various objects in view, the following are some of the principal. A Mysore local
examination has been instituted which will lend more importance to vernacular
study ; tests demanding high attainments in all branches of Sanskrit learning have
been established in connection with the Sanskrit College at Mysore: aid on a large
scale has been given to the Maharani’s Girls’ School which, from the soundness of



59

its system, is attracting general attention as a model and a guide ; the teaching staff
of the English Colleges and High Schools has been strengthened with several men
of special talent, while the pay and promotion of the masters generally have been
placed on a footing calculated to encourage exertion and permanently to retain for
the department the services of an efficient staff ; and liberal scholarships have been
given to selected students of proved ability to go through a professional course in
the large and fully equipped Medical, Engineering, Agricultural and Forest Colleges
of British India.

_ drcheology.—Systematic archzological research began in Mysore in the begin-
ning of the last vear. The arrangements made provide for a complete examination
throughout the Province of ancient inscriptions which are very numerous, and
Whtlch, t? judge from what have already been decipherzd, promise to yield import-
ant results. .

Regular archzological surveys have already been established in the neighbour-
ing Bombay and Madras Presidencies, but it 1s believed that mm Mysore, by its
occupying an intermediate position, will often be found the key or connecting link
to much that is being there discovered.

We have entrusted this important work to Mr. L. Rice, c.I.E, who by his
high scholarly attainments and varied researches in Indian antiquities 1s specially
qualified to do full justice to it. Up to the present time he has surveyed 18 taluks
more or less coupletely, and collected upwards of 1,500 inscriptions. The results
of what have been found will, from time to time, be issued from the Press where
special arrangements have been made for the purpose. The Government feel
confident that the researches now in progress will be the means of throwing much
new and valuable light upon the interesting ancient history of Mysore.

Legislation.—In the Legislative Department, there is but httle new work to
report. Regulation I of 1836 (the Criminal Procedure Code Regulation) was passed
into law in April last. In connection with this Regulation, the Government of
India have been pleased to empower Police officers and Magistrates in this Province
.to exercise with respect to European British subjects, the same powers as are
exercised by Police officers and by Magistrates other than Justices of the Peace in
British India beyond the hmits of the Presidency Towns.

The Draft Revenue Code to which I referred last year, has been finally revised
and submitted recently to the Resident. A Draft of the required subsidiary rules
under this Regulation has also been prepared and is undér consideration.

The Local Boards Regulation which was submitted to the Government of India
by the late Officiating Resident Mr. C. E. R. Girdlestone, with an exhaustive
Minute, has been received back, and 1s now under discussion.

Another Draft Regulation relating to Hackney Carriages in the Bangalore
Town has been submitted for the approval of the Government of India.

A draft of the ** Mysore Law Amendment Regulation” has been prepared and
is under discussion. It deals with all British enactments introduced into Mysore
from timne to time before the Rendition and provides for the verbal modification
required to adapt them to the altered circumstances of the Province after Rendition.

Drafts of Regulation on the subjects of ‘ Companies,” * Prisons,” ‘ Prisoners’
Testimony,” * Administration of Municipalities,” and ‘ Administration of Forests’ are
also under consideration.

Anche or Local Post.—At the last Annual Meeting, I took occasion to bring
to your notice two alternative proposals made by the Director-General of the Post
Office of India relative to the local Anche Department. One proposal was that
the complete control of Postal arrangements 1n Mysore should be surrendered by
the Durbar to the Imperial Postal Department, and that Mysore be treated in all
postal matters exactly as if it were a British Province. The other alterpative pro-
posal was that Mysore should adopt all British Rules and Rates of postage and use
British postage stamps overprinted “ Mysore,” that the Money Order, Insurance,
Value payable parcel and other systems obtaining in British India, be introduced
by Mysore, and that all paid inland correspondence, official or non-official, trans-
ferred from Mysore to British Post Offices or vice versa, be delivered free. You
were unanitaously of opinion that the Department should be retained by the Durbar
and worked, if necessary, at aloss. The Government of His Highness thereupon
informed the British Resident that it considered it inexpedient to transfer the local
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Post to the Imperial system, but that it was ready to accept the other alternative
proposal and to introduce into Mysore all the Rules of the Imperial Postal system
and ensure complete reciprocity between the two Departments. To this communi-
cation a reply has been received to the effect that the alternative proposal in
question has led to some practical inconvenience in the States to which it has been
applied, and that until further experience of the system has been obtained, it will
not be introduced elsewhere. The question therefore has had to be dropped for
the present, '

Before concluding this Address, I may remind you that during the last year
His Highness the Maharaja made his first tour through the Province since his.
assumption of the Government. The route lay for the most part through the
interesting Western Districts of Mysore where the conditions of climate and agri-
culture, the customs and manners of the people, are so different from those of other
parts of the Province. His Highness feels that the opportunities afforded by a
lengthened and leisurely progress through his dominions for seeing the people in
their homes and surroundings, have added largely to his experience and to his know-
ledge of the country. .

It is His Highness’ command that I should take advantage of this meeting of
the representatives of the people from all parts of the Province, to acknowledge
how deeply he was impressed with the attachment and devotion manifested by all
classes of his subjects. And it is his special desire that I should assure you that
with the help of the insight into your wants and aspirations which a personal
observation during the time passed in your midst has given him, he will devote his
best energies to the promotion of measures calculated to advance your welfare.

K. SHESHADRI IYER,
Dewan of Mysore.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON FRIDAY, THE 30re SEPTEMBER 1867.

“GENTLEMEN,

By command of His Highness the Maharaja, it is my privilege to lay before
.you to-day, the statements of the revenue and expenditure of the past year, which,
from a financial point of view, has been the most prosperous in the history of the
Province.

During each successive decade of the last 50 years, the average total revenue
realized stood as follows :—

1836-37 to 1845-46 . - 73 lakhs.
1846-47 to 185556 . . . . 78 lakhs
1856-57 to 1865-66 .. .. 97%F lakhs.
1866-67 to 1875-76 . ... 105} lakhs
1876-77 to 1885-86 1014 lakhs

During the past year, our revenue reached the unprecedented figure of 127%
lakhs, a result to which almost every item of revenue has contributed as will be
seen from the statements T am now about to read.

Recepts.

1885-86. 1886-87.
Rs. Rs
Land Revenue .. .. 76,41,241 87,09,602
Exase - . . 11,68,722 11,78,165
Forest . .. 8,83,098 9,98,364
Stamps .. .. 4,80,479 5,15,326
Sayer .. .. . 3,91,139 4,36,340
Mohatarfa . 2,94 927 3,35,104
Law and Justice mcludm" J al recelpts 63,970 49,983
Post Office . . 65,303 68,008
Registration . . .- 50,459 56,014
Amnt Mahal . 68,464 77,425
Education . . . .. 24,322 23,588
Salt .. . 21,623 26,107
Public Works . 13,854 12,994
Sale proceeds of unculrent copper coins . 2,936 1,482
Gold Mining . * 38,867 51,248
Miscellaneous . . . 2,21,349 2,18,758
Total . 1,14,30,753 1,27,58,508
Ezxpenditure.
A.

Subsidy . cee . 24,50,000 24,50,000
Civil Last . . 10,00,000 13,00,000
Interest on Public Debt ... . 4,94,793 4,96,955

Political pensions mcrudmg a.llowa.nces in heu
of Jahgir . 1,02,630 1,01,901
Military Force . 7,35,100 7.37,234
Total e 47,82,523 50,86,090
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B.
1885-86 1886-87
Ras. Rs.
Administiation and Public Departments .- 2,04,119 2,36,699
2 Deputy Commissioners and Establishments 1,40,270 1,60,776
g Assistant Commissioners and Estublishments 58,134 58,744
& & | Taluk Establishments 3,13,316  3,18,715
A %1{ Revenue Survey ... 2,31,026 2,22,570
'g'S | Inam Department ... 8,265 7,964
3 Remuneration of village servants 2,32,315 4,24 472
Other items 20,450 30,612
Yixcise 15,576 16,123
Forest Vean 2.26,070 3,20,687
Stamps 15,524 25,455
Sayer - 13,632 12,839
Stationery and Printing ... 60,516 69,718
Amrit Mahal . 36,421 34,969
Topographical Survey . 65,391 27,079
Archzological Research . . 8,445
Geological Survey . 9,592
Total 16,41,025 19,85,459
C.
Law and Justice including Jails - 7.38,016 7,45,289
Police e . e 5,08,606 5,36,993
Education 1,56,429 1,75,610
Muzarayi 2,96,819 2,83,601
Medical . 1,47,945 1,45,954
Superannuation pensions and gratuities ... 2,56,561 2,44,110
Public Works ... .. . ... 11,32,299 12,71,132
Post Office .. 1,26,755 1,29,422
Registration . 26,672 25,532
Minor Departments - v 19,123 17,400
British Officers’ furlough and absentee allowances,
retiring gratuities, compensation allowances
and leave and pensionary contributions 42,590 33,852
Miscellaneous ... e 2,41,594 2,28,709
Total ... 36,93,409 38,37,604
Grand Total ... 1,01,16,957 1,09,09,153

Land Revenue.—The most important feature in the foregoing statements is the
large increase of nearly 11 lakhs under Land Revenue. Out of this increase about
73 lakhs were due to increased activity in the collection of revenue arrears, and to
the better ability of the ryots to pay them owing the general prosperity of the
year, but the balance, namely, about 80 lakhs, may safely be regarded as the
amount of normal land revenue for the year.

At the last meeting, I explained at.some length the progress of this important
itemn of our revenue during.the past half century, and pointed out that it had then
already fully recovered from the effects of the Famine of 1876-78. The figures
before us show that it is now 7 lakhs better than it ever was. This satisfactory
result 1s due to a marked extension of the cultivated area, owing partly to a highly
prosperous season and partly to the extensive repairs recently executed to tanks and
other works of irrigation. Improved conmunication by means of the Railway and
new roads,and the prevalence of fair prices for agricultural produce have afforded
a strong stimulus to agriculture all over the country, while the equalization of rates
under the Survey Settlement is already producing beneficial results.

The increase of over alakh under * Forests ™ is accounted for by the better sale
of sandalwood, which realized Rs. 6,48,348 against Rs. 4,74,436 in the previous
year. The income from sale of timber was, however, less by about a lakh, as the
accounts of 1885-86 included a sum of Rs. 1,42,000 on account of railway
sleepers, while, during the past year, the revenue from this source was only

Rs. 32,000.
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From Gold Mining, an income of Rs. 51,000 was derived—Rs. 47,000 on ac-
count of the 5 per cent Royalty, and Rs. 4,000 on account of leases granted.

All other items of revenue generally show a small increase under each head.

The total expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 1,09,09,158 against
Rs. 1,01,16,957 in 1885-86. The large increase of Rs. 7,92,196 is explained by
the following principal items:—

Rs. 3,00,000 Addition to the Civil List of His Highness the Maharaja.
» 1,92,000 Remuneration of village servants in taluks into which the Sur-
) vey Settlement was recently introduced.
» 94,000 Under “Forests” owing to extension of planting and felling
operations.
» 1,40,000 Under “Public Works” chiefly Irrigation.
» 87,000 Under “Revenue,” “ Judicial ” and * Police,” owing to the re-
(lzggstitution of Districts and Taluks abolished in December
2.
» 18,000 Owing to the new temporary Departments of Archzological
Research and Geological Survey.
» 10,000 Under “ Stamps” owing to the supply of dies for Court Fee
Labels, which formerly used to be supplied by the British
.Government.

Rs. 8,11,000 Total.

The Railway was managed by the State during the first 3 months of the year,
till 1st July 1886, when it was transferred to the Southern Mahratta Company.
During that period, the receipts amounted to Rs. 1,13,468 against an expenditure
of Rs. 1,15,486, which included the outlay on capital works and on surveys, aggre-
gating about Rs. 46,000.

The net surplus of the year amounted to Rs. 18,11,556, after paying (a) excess
(@) Re. 2018 expenditure on the Railway, nd (b) excess creitds of the
(Z) * 95781 Civil and Military Station. This, added to the revenue
oo surplus on 1st April 1886 (Rs. 32,65,955), gave an open-

ing balance of Rs. 50,77,511 at the beginning of the current year.

Budget Estimates for 1887-88.—The budget estimates of receipts amount
to Rs. 1,16,39,452 against an actual income of Rs. 1,27,58,508in the past year.
The difference is due to the fact that the land revenue is estimated at only
Rs. 76,97,000, being the average of the actual realizations of the past three years.
It is probable that this estimate errs on the side of caution, for I think we ought to
be able to secure a much larger revenue, if, within the next week, we get the few
showers of rain, which are so much wanted now for our standing dry crops all over
the Province.

A total expenditure of Rs. 1,14,89,452 has been estimated for. being
Rs. 580,000 more than the actual disbursements of 1886-87. An increase of
about 3% lakhs is provided for under ‘Public Works,” of nearly a lakh under
“ Forests,” and one lakh on account of the Jubilee Memorial Hall at Mysore and
donation to the Indo-Colonial Institute in Liondon. The provision for the Police
has had to be raised by over % a lakh, under circumstances which will be explained
hereafter; while, in the Medical Department, an improved Vaccine and other
establishments, and a larger supply of medicines are expected to involve an
additional cost of over Rs. 30,000. .

Before taking leave of the subject of Finance, it only remains for me to add
that, pending instructions from the Government of India, no settlement has taken
place of the Railway Revenue Account for the last 9 months of the year, nor has
any definite action been taken either towards the actual liquidation of the Famine
debt, out of the money advanced by the Southern Mahratta Company, or towards
the payment of the guaranteed interest to that Company. In the meantime, how-
ever, the surplus cash available is invested partly in Government 4 per cent securi-
ties and partly in the Madras Bank as current deposit, carrying, under a special
arrangement an interest of 2 per cent per annum.
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Public Works.—I now come to wmake a few observations on the important sub-
ject of Public Works. As regards the Railway, it is only necessary to remark
that the extension of the line from Gubbi to Haribar is being vigorously pushed
forward by the Southern Mahratta Company, and that the proposal to follow a
more direct route than the one vid Tiptur, Arsikere, Kadur and Birur, has been
definitely abandoned.

1 am glad to observe that the traffic returns on the open lines appear to be
steadily on the increase, and this I take toindicate the increasing general prosperity
of the country. The transfer of the Railway to foreign capitalists enabled us in
the last two years to devote to Irrigation much larger sams than we had been in
a positich to allot whilst Railway construction was one of the first annually recur-
ring charges. This policy we are still pursuing ; 10} lakhs are set apart this year
for our tanks and channels alone; and as the financial outlook at present is most
hopeful, it is the intention of His Highness’ Government to still further expand our
operations so as to develop to the utmost the irrigation capabilities of the Province.
I must not however fail to notice that it takes considerable time and thought to
thoroughly mature irrigation projects, and that the supply of labor may be found
inadequate for the work we would fain see executed in each year. The members
of this Assembly have brought to notice year after year what appeared to them to
be promising and desirable projects. These have invariably been made, or are now
being made, the subject of careful investigation, and such of them as have warrant-
ed our sanction, whether on account of the fair revenue which may be expected to
be derived therefrom, or in the evident interests of local prosperity, are now under
execution, or will be so in due course. You may thusrest assured that no effort on
our part will be spared in pushing to an early completion all schemes which are
within our means and which are practicable from an engineering point of view.
Already there is under preparation a definite programme of work to be undertaken
during the next 5 years and it will include all projects which, so far as our present
knowledge goes, offer reasonable hope of success.

Tank Maintenance—I informed you last year that the tentative scheme for
labor contributions from ryots for the earthwork of all tanks yielding a revenue up
to Rs. 300, had been introduced into 8 selected taluks. You will be anxious to
hear what measure of success has attended this attempt to re-establish a custom
which, though formerly well recognized, has unfortunately been allowed to fall into
disuse in recent years. At the outset, there was, as indeed was anticipated, some
opposition to the scheme in a few instances. But when it became known that the
Government were in earnest and meant at once to do their part of the work, and
only expected the ryots to do what legitimately was their share, the people readily
recognized their obligations, and all opposition speedily disappeared. In the Nela-
mangala, Sira, Challakere, Mandya and Shimoga taluks, the scheme has been sofar
fairly successful, but in Arsikere, Kolar and Kadur taluks, the efforts of the Revenue
officials have, till recently, proved abortive from various causes, chiefly, the want of
perseverance and tact on the part of the Amildars of those taluks. On the whole,
however, a fair measure of success has been achieved, and an extension of the
scheme to other taluks is now being effected. This necessitates our giving to the
Amildar of every taluk, a competent subordinate to help him in giving proper effect
to the scheme, as each tank to be restored, however small, i1nvolves a certain
amount of estimating, measuring and execution of masonry work, which the
Amildars and the ordinary revenue staff are unable, withaut additional aid, properly
to attend to. It is accordingly deemed necessary to give to each taluk a tank
overseer, to promote tank restorations, and at the same time, to enforce the main-
tenance of all tanks. Trained overseers are however not ready to hand but the
gradual disbandment of the revenue survey establishment offers the opportunity
* for training for these duties the best of the late revenue survey measurers »nd
drafting themn gradually into our shekdar service, which, I need scarcely remind
you, remains to be placed on a sound and efficient footing.

The Government are thus giving full effect to the scheme as regards minor
tanks with a revenue up to Rs. 300, but at the same timne they feel also convinced,
that the revival of this ancient custom, may, with great benefit to the ryot, be ex-
tended to all tanks in the Province. Indeed, so far as the principle is concerned,
there is no difference, between tanks with a revenue of Rs. 300 and tanks above
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that limit. But, owing to the magnitude of the earthwork required to the latter, it
was judged prudent to start with the limit of Rs. 300. The experience gained on
these minor works shows most clearly that the ryot, to whom his tank is every
thing, is not only not averse to his contributing his share of labour, but has, in
many places, cheerfully come forward to make the revival of the system a complete
success. The promise of Government to do at once the masonry and stonework to
minor tanks, on the condition of the completion of the earthwork by the ryots
themselves, has already led to the ryots under some of the larger tanks voluntarily
undertaking to do the earthwork to their tanks also, provided a sluice and waste
weir were promptly given them as had been promised to tanks below the 300 Rupee
hmit. With regard to very large tanks, however, requiring heavy earthwork, it
way not be proper to throw the whole burden on the ryots. To meet such excep-
tional cases we may perhaps continue the present system of demandirg a money
contribution in partial commutation of the ryots’ obligation, or the better alter-
native would probably be to prescribe the maximum value of the earthwork, which,
owing to past neglect, has now to be made good. In this matter, however, a great
deal niust always be left to the discretion of each Deputy Commissioner.

I need scarcely remind you gentlemen that the principle that the villagers must
do the earthwork required for the proper maintenance of their tanks, and appeal to
the Government only when stone-work or masonry work is required, is an ancient
custom of the land, as old as the tanks themselves. Successive Chief Commissioners
of the Province took advantage of every opportunity to impress this principle upon
the Executive officers of the Government. When the Irrigation Cess was imposed,
the Government restricted the appropriation of the funds thereby raised, to the
repair and improvement of tanks, as distinguished from mere “maintenance,” which
was expressly declared to continue as an obligation on the part of the ryots. So
lately as October 1873, the Chief Commissioner in the Public Works Departinent
laid down elaborate rules for the enforcement of this obligation as regards a parti-
cular class of tanks, viz., those already dealt with by that Department. The practi-
cal enforcement however of the ryots’ obligation as regards all our tanks—whether
brought up to standard by the Public Works Department or not—has varied very
much with each District officer’s appreciation of the importance of this part of his
duty. In some districts, notably in the Bangalore District, the ryots were made
to fulfil their obligation, and the tanks generally are in excellent condition; else-
where, as in Tumkur and Mysore, the ryot was allowed to forget his duty to his
tank and the tanks generally are in very bad order. To add to this unsatisfactory
condition of things, the Famine intervened and completely disorganized our adminis-
trative machinery. And the different opinions from time to time expressed as to the
future tank-policy of the Government contributed not a little to unsettle people’s
minds. Under such circumstances, His Highness the Maharaja's Government deem
it of paramount importance to declare and enforce a definite policy on the question
and hence the scheme above described which aims at the re-establishment of a for-
merly fully recognized customn—a scheme moreover which is essential for the well-
being of the Province, for, it is possible in no other way to cope with the work of
maintaining, in perfect safety, the enormous number of tanks, large and small,
scattered all over the Province. When once this end is attained,—and it is possible
to attain it only by the ryot making good the deficiencies duc to his past neglect—
the annnal work required of him for proper future maintenance will indeed be very
slight, and the Government will always undertake all work of improvewent, all
stone and masonry work, and also repair all damage done by breaches and other
inevitable accidents beyond the power of the ryot to avert.

Such in brief is the tank-policy of the Government. And I here appeal to you
as Representatives of the various taluks of the Province, to endeavour at every
opportunity to impress vn the people of your taluks, that Government, in pursuing
this policy, are influenced solely by the desire to place their magnificent tank-system
on a thoroughly satisfactory and workable footing; that the ultimate benefit will
be to the ryots and villagers concerned ; and that, in contributing voluntary labor
to works on which not only their food-supplies but their dowmestic water-supply
mainly depend, they are but reverting to a time-honored custom.

1 will only add that it 1s proposed to issue shortly a complete set of Rules on
the subject of ryots’ obligations to tanks. Copies of a draft of these Rules will be
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circulated among you, and the Government will be glad to receive from you any
practical suggestions you may wish to offer, so as to better secure the end we have
in view,

River Channels.—The future of our tanks is not of more importance to the
various districts of the Province than is the future of the Ashtagrain River Channels
to the Mysore and Hassan districts. Theirimprovement and extension still engage
the attention of our Public Works Department, and will continue to so engage it
until the capabilities of our western rivers have been developed to the utmost extent
of our power.

The enlargement and extension of the Jodi Rampur Channel is now well in
hand, and a project is under consideration for the restoration of the Hulhalli Channel
from the same anikat. -

The extension of the Ramasamudram Channel to a distance of 10 miles beyond
its former limit, is under execution, whilst a branch to the Kammanhalli valley to
command 1,000 acres of land, is being surveyed.

The Rajaparameswari Channel 1s also being improved.

The question of extending the fine Virjanadi Channel is still under consideration.
The best solution 1s not easy, for, although at first sight, it may appear that this
channel commands and carries an ample supply, and that there 1s much rich wrriga-
ble land below an old extension which can still be traced, the levels and alignment
of its bed and the height of the anikat from which it is derived materially limit its
carrying power, and, as a fact, there is often wmuch difficulty, towards the close of
the 1rrgation season, in affording an adequate supply to the lands already irrigated.

The Anandur Channel also is now being improved, and in view to increasing
its capabilities the feasibility of restoring the Cholenahalli Anikat and Channecl,
the latter closely connected with the Anandur Channel, is now being investigated.

The possible restoration of the Madapur Anikat and Channel, or an alternative
proposal of raising the Sriramadevara Anikat also commands the attention of our
Public Works Department, as also proposals for improving and extending the old
system of channel irrigation from the Yagachi River.

Roads.—I may now advert more briefly to our Public Works other than those
connected with mrrigation. Our net work of roads is being gradually extended. in
the directions in which the requirements of trade or local demands indicate that
extensions are necessary, and 1n this connection, railway feeders find of course an
important place. .

Through the Kolar Gold Fields; a metalled and bridged road is now being run
which will connect the mines, on oune side with the Kamasamudram Station of the
Madras Railway, and on the other with the Bowringpet Station. The necessity of
a first class road to facilitate communication with the Gold Fields was impressed up-
on us by the rapid development of the mines during the last two years and the enor-
mously increased traffic in this part of the district consequent thereon.

A long-talked-of road from Magadi to Closepet is now being pushed through
and the important road to the west of the Bababudan Hills, to open out the fertile
Jagar Valley is rapidly approaching completion. New secondary or district roads
and the improvement of old ones are not forgotten, and the bridging of all streams
which are an obstacle to intercommunication is gradually being effected. Ainongst
the more important bridges now under execution, I may mention the great Belur
bridge, the Sulekere and Kumadvati bridges. Any of you who may have had occa-
sion to travel to Belur, to Malebennur from Harihar or vice versa and from Sorab
to Shimoga will know what impediments to travel were the unbridged Yagachi
river, the Sulekerehalla and the Kumadvati.

Amongst miscellaneous works of public improvement, I must not omit to
mention that we have thought it desirable to devote considerable sums to the sanita-
tion of the Capital of the Province and to the improvement of its water-supply, in
connection with which, I may mention in conclusion, that surveys are now bcgng
made in view to setting at rest the feasibility and cost of the long vexed question
of bringing into Mysore the sacred waters of the Cauvery.
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Under the various heads of Public Works our actual expenditure during the
past year and the budget grants for the current year are as follows: — ‘

Actuals, Budget.
1886-87. 1887-88.

i Rs. Rs.
Irrigation —_— . .. ... 17,68,904 10,67,812
Communications . . ... 7,97,548 8,47,872
Buildings .. .. 2,653,417 3,49,302
Miscellaneous Public Improvements ... .. .. 1,06,979 1,34,264

Total ... 19,26,848 23,99,250

Towards these works, the budget grant from provincial funds amounts to
16 lakhs, the balance being available from district and other funds. Next year,
we hope to devote to the same services a still larger sum should projects be forth-
cowing to justify an enhanced grant and should our somewhat limited number of
Engineers prove themselves equal to the task. You will thus observe that the
liberal grants which we are making in the furtherance of Public Works of all kinds,
and which we propose to still further enhance in the near future, compare most
favorably with what was done in pursuance of a similar policy in the most pros-
perous years of the enlightened British administration of the Province.

Gold Mining.—The examination of the auriferous tracts in Mysore, to which
reference was made in my Address to you last year, has been recently completed.
The preliminary investigations were undertaken by Mr. Lavelle, the original Kolar
Concessionaire, aided by Mr. Marsh; and the localities indicated by them have
been examined by Mr. Bruce Foote, Superintendent of the Geological Survey of
India, whose services were kindly lent to us for the purpose by the British Govern-
ment. The reports made by these gentlemen have been published, and much useful
information 1s thus placed before the public in regard to the various important
gold bearing traets in the Province. The Government have also been able to
adopt a definite policy in regard to the grant of mining leases, and revised rules on
the subject have recently been published. These rules differ from those previously
in force only in three important particulars, vz:—

1stly, in the provision made for the grant of prospecting licenses ;

2ndly, in attaching to the lease a condition that, within two years of its
grant, a company be formed with a paid-up working capital of not
less than £5,000 per square mile; _

and 3rdly in the express reservation of the right of the Government to limit
the aggregate area to be granted for the time being, and to dispose
of mining leases for such area by public competition.

It is hoped that the system of prospecting licenses would be the means of
enabling an intending investor to make a proper selection of the land required for
nining purposes, and to spend in prospecting operations the necessary capital with
the certainty of acquiring a right to such land as he may consider most valuable
within the area prospected.

The condition that a certan amount of working capital shall be forthcoming
witbin a reasonable period will, it is hoped, discourage mere speculation, and at
the same time, attract to the enterprise bona fide working companies.

.The Government moreover have decided that it would not be right to grant
away immediately the whole of the auriferous lands at their disposal, for, to do s0
would involve a needless sacrifice of their right to a fair revenue from this source,
without in any way helping the real promotion of the enterprise, in all parts of the
Province—an end for which no sacrifice would indeed be too great. At the same
time, however, the Government are anxious to meet all bona fide demand for
mining land, and they have accordingly fixed the limit of area to be granted in
the current year at 35 square miles, in addition to'the 8 square miles for
which leases have already been promised. The system of competition by means of
tenders, while affording a satisfactory adjustment of the claims of different appli-
cants for the samme land, will be the means of testing their actual market value
under existing circumstances. Already men of influence and capital in England,
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are, to some extent, attracted to our auriferous lands, and we may therefore
entertain the reasonable expectation of an early and satisfactory development of the
enterprise in parts of the Province outside Kolar, to which district it has practi-
cally hitherto been limited.

Before concluding this section of my Address, I wish briefly to advert to the
action of the Government in some matters of general iinportance, which came under
discussion in previous meetings of this Assembly.

For the difficult problem of garden assessment in the malnad, a partial solution
has been found in the Shraya Rulesrecently issued. The publication of these rules
has begn delayed hitherto owing to the difficulty experienced in placing a proper and
satisfactory construction on Section'115 of the Draft Revenue Regulation now
before the Government of India. This section has been the subject of a prolonged
discussion with Mr. J. B. Lyall and with Mr. Fitzpatrick, from both of whom the
Durbar have received most valuable help. On a careful examination of our revenue
resources, and in particular, of the revenue derived from gardens, and bearing in
mind the importance of uniformity in our system of assessment, His Highness’
Government have arrived at the conclusion that it is necessary to retain in our
revenue system a special garden rate, which has the sanction of the usage of the
country and of our past revenue history. The Government accordingly propose to
make their intention in the matter quite clear by adding the necessary clause to the
section in question. The Shraya Rules recently issued, however, meet an acknow-
ledged present want, though they merely give formal effect to a very old
system which fell into disuse on the introduction of the Revenuc Survey. The
rules offer liberal encouragement for the making of new gardens, as they allow—

1stly, in the case of malnad arecanut gardens, a nominal assesswent of 4
annas per acre per annum for 12 years, and for a progressive assessinent
during the next three years;

and 2ndly, in the case of other arecanut and all cocoanut gardens, an
assessment of 4 annas per acre for nine years and a progressive asscss-
ment for the next three years. .

The views expressed at the last meeting of the Assembly incline e to belicve
that these terms will give general satisfaction.

The vexed question of the enfranchisement of Kodagi inams has at last been
dealt with in a way calculated to afford the just relief which has so persistently
been demanded in the maidan taluks of the Province. My recent visit to the
Kolar district, where Kodags tanks most abound, enabled me to study this question
attentively. I have now little doubt that the complaint from the Kodagidars is not
so much against the justice of the rules for enfranchisement sanctioned by the
Government, as against the effect which has been given to them by the Inam
Department. It is only too clear that Kodagi inams granted in reality for *‘ con-
struction and up-keep” of tanks have, in great many cases, been treated as those
granted for “ up-keep” only and thus, instead of being confirmed hereditarily on }
or ¥ quit-rent as they ought to have been, were eunfranchised at } quit-rent or for
one life only. In other cases, when it was not clear whether an inam was for
“ construction and up-keep ” or for “up-keep ” only, the benefit of the doubt has
been given to the Government and not to the inamdar. Under such circumstances
His Highness the Maharaja’s Government have directed a re-investigation and
re-settlement by the Inam Department of all doubtful cases on the comnplaint of the
parties concerned. The result of the re-settlement will doubtless remove all
reasonable grounds for complaint, for, few Kodagidars, if any, ask for the complete
restoration of the inams, and the consequent revival of their cbligation to maintain
the tanks, as a condition of the tenure.

On the subject of ‘namdars’ right to a share of the toddy revenue, the con-
flicting claims of the tramdars and of the Government abkari revenue have received
most careful consideration, and the Government propose to offer to the inamdars
concerned the alternative of either the purchase of their rights by Government on a
just and fair valuation, or a system of rules to regulate and enforce the payments to
be made to them by the Government abkari contractors. The subject will probably
come under discussion at this meeting of the Assembly, and I do not therefore feel
called upon to say more in regard to 1t at present.
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_The abandonment of the mohatarfa tax on looms is a question which has been
again pressed upon the attention of the Government, who, I am glad to say, hope
to be able ere long to abolish it altogether. This measure, when carried into effect
will afford considerable relief to the weaver class which is so notoriously poor, and
which suffered so severely during the late Famine. It will, I trust, be the means of
bringing back to their former homes in Mysore, many families who have had, owing
to this impost, to emigrate and settle in the adjoining territories. The weaving
industry by means of manual labor, is everywhere steadily declining, from causes over
which we have no control, and 1t is only just that Government should give them
such help as lies in its power. The annual revenue involved is about Rs. 50,000
Provincial and Rs. 12,000 Municipal.

I may also mention here that it is proposed to equalize the rates of the octroi
on cloths levied by the various municipalities. The present rate is 3 per cent ad-
valorem on the Indian manufacture and 1} per cent on sea-borne goods, while
Mysore-mmade goods are exempt on the ground of the loom tax. Since the aboli-
tion of the import duty on sea-borne goods, there is no justification for the lower
rate for them, and the abolition of the loom tax would make- Mysore manufacture
against liable to the octroi. The rates being fixed on a uniform principle, resort to
bhilg species of taxation will of course be left to the discretion of each munici-
pality.

Police.—The Police department has fairly kept pace with the general progress
of the Administration, and in view to securing improved efficiency, the Government
have had to sanction an addition to its cost amounting to Rs. 53,638 per annuin.
It will be in your recollection that in the general reductions which the financial
pecessities of the State demanded just before the Rendition, the number of sub-
ordinate police officers was considerably reduced, and the remuneration of the
officers who were retained was also cut down. You will observe that reduction of
the number and pay of officers who continued to discharge, more or less, the same
responsible duties was not calculated to promote zeal or efficiency. It has theicfore
been found necessary to afford some measure of relief to the subordinate service in
the shape of improved pay and prospects. The numerical strength of the Force has
also received some accession wherever it was absolutely required. Though we
have restricted our measures of reform to the most urgent necessities of the
case, it has been found unavoidable to make a considerable addition to the po-
lice grant.

The re-organized scheme of the police service thus set on foot has not long
been in work, and it is therefore too early to pronounce decidedly on its merits ;
but the objects of His Highness’ Government in placing it on a more satisfactory
basis are already beginning to be realized in the more faithful report of crime,
in the more successful detection and prosecution of offenders, in the closer
surveillance of criminal gangs and classes, and in the mmore vigorous suppression of
organized crime.

There is a great deal, doubtless, yet to be done. The Police Force has to be
brought up to a better standard of education. Detection of crime has to be
reduced to more of a system and less dependent upon lucky chance or
quasi-confessions. The Village Police remains to be placed upon a more
satisfactory footing, especially in the matter of grain emoluments, and its
co-operation secured in a larger measure.

Forest—Turning now to- Forest administration, it is only necessary to
observe that much has been done not only in the way of conserving additional
tracts of forest and jungle, now being overworked and on the road to ultimate
destruction, but also in that of forming extensive plantations of the more valuable
kinds of timber producing trees. A speedy return for the outlay on these
plantations connot be expected ; but the growth of teak seedlings in the Lakvalli
jungles has been so promising, that ultimate handsome profits can be safely
predicted.

The increased demand for fuel to feed the Railway and to meet the domestic
requirements of the people, and the growing wants at the Gold Mines, which our
forests and' jungles cannot, unaided, be depended upon to meet entirely, have
been anticipated in some measure by extensive fuel-planting on account of

D. A. 18



‘ 70

Government. The increased expenditure thereby occasioned is money well spent
and will bring in ample returns. The consumption of firewood at the Gold
Mines is so great, as alone to force up the price of fuel within the near future
to a figure which promises that fuel plantations will pay even better than ordinary
agriculture. In fact, the time has come, I think, for special encouragement being
given to the promotion of private enterprise in fuel-planting, and the Government
have now under consideration, a scheme under which special inducement will be
given for the formation of private fuel-plantations on Government waste land.

Sandalwood constitutes the most important item of our Forest revenue, and
it behoves the Government to ensure an unfailing supply of it by carefully fostering
youRg seedlings naturally reproduced, as likewise by artificial means. Efforts to
grow sandal did not, till recently, meet with much success owing to imperfect in-
formation as to its habits. It is now grown in plantations with fair success, but
being capricious in growth and choice of soil, it yet remains to be proved whether
the artificially-produced tree will have the same quality of scent as the self-grown.
This doubt alone points to the necessity of carefully husbanding all natural growth;
and the system of sandal manegars now partially revived, will doubtless be useful
in our efforts in this direction.

Education.—The measures taken to promote the various branches of education,
as described last year, combined with seasons favorable to the prosperity of a
people so largely agricultural as those of Mysore, are undoubtedly bearing fruit in
every direction. The numbers now under instruction in all classes of schools con-
siderably exceed those of any previous period. Especially is this the case in
the elementary schools, which are of such great importance as farming the basis of
the whole Educational system.

In secondary schools also, a good advance has been made. Under the sti-
mulus of the recently instituted Mysore' Local Examination, a general preparation
is going on for examinations in the Vernacular, while the Middle School Examina-
tion affords a similar goal to the Municipal and other English Schools in taluk
stations. As regards the Mysore Local Examination, it is further proposed to
recognize it as a test for some of the subordinate grades of the public service.

In higher education, the two principal Colleges make a good show in the
University pass-lists, and the increasing number of collegiate students has led to
Bangalore being appointed a centre for the B. A. Examination. On the Vernacular
side, an important step has been taken in the establishment of the Karnataka
Bhashojjivini Sabha having for its object the revival and cultivation of the
Kannada language and literature: A College has been opened in connection with
the scheme, and scholarships attached to it, which will induce natives of the
literary class to give themselves to a systematic study of the language—a study
which, it is to be feared, has fallen too much into neglect. Advantage has
also been taken of the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen Empress to found an
institute at Mysore as a memorial of the occasion, in ‘which it is proposed to make
as complete a collection as possible, of ancient manuscripts, both Sanskrit and
Iia,nna,d]::, and to provide facilities to scholars for consulting and obtaining copies of
the works.

In female education, Her Highness the Maharani’s Girls’ School at Mysore
continues to take the lead, and the Girls’ School in Bangalore has recently been
placed on a sitilar footing under & Hindu Committee, controlled by the municipality,
the effect of which have already proved beneficial. -

On all these various educational agencies, it may be allowed here to quote the
words of the Viceroy, Earl Dufferin, in reply to one of the Addresses presented to
His Excellency on the occasion of his late visit to Mysore :—*“ I am very glad that
“ you have touched upon the question of education, as it gives me an opportunity
“ of expressing, in as earnest and as strong language as I can command, the extra-
“ ordinary pleasure I have experienced in seeing on every side such manifest signs
“ of the deep interest with which that subject is regarded in this State, as well as the
“liberal and intelligent energy with which its development is being prosecuted.
“ When I passed along what I imagine must have been a quarter of a mile of street,
“lined on either side with rows, eight or ten deep, of the youth of the country,
“ congregated under their respective teachers, I felt that you were laying, broad
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“and deep for all time to come, the foundations of a prosperous future. But great
““as has been my satisfaction at all these proofs of the progress made in the matter
" of general education, I was still more pleased by a sight, which, I imagine, is not
“to be seen in any other part of India, and that is the appearance of rows and
“rows of young ladies belonging to high-caste famili¢s assembled together under
“ the same admirable system, and enjoying, as far as I can understand, as extensive
““ opportunities of acquiring knowledge, of enlarging their experience and of

“ strengthening their understandings, as could be found in any of the most ad-
* vanced cities of Europe.”

Archeology.--The work of examining and collecting ancient inscriptions has
been extended over six more taluks, and information of great value obtained
for the early history of the country. The volume of Jaina inscriptions at Sravan
belgola is approaching completion, and will throw much light on hitherto
obscure points in the history and literature of the country, besides furnishing
much information of great interest. It is intended in future to make special

arrangements for printing, which will allow of a more speedy publication of results
than is now possible.

Along with the collection and translatioh of inscriptions, it 15 proposed to
combine other branches of research in order to carry out a complete archzological
survey of the country. Attention will be directed to illustrating the plan and
architecture of typical buildings and monuments, and measures taken to conserve
or even restore them as may be deemed necessary. Antiquities of all kinds will fall
within the province of the survey, and all objects of special interest will be at once
brought to the knowledge of the public. The arrangements for collecting ancient
manuscripts have already been referred to under “Education.” These undertakings
cannot, it is hoped, fail to give life to the national history and lead to a greater
appreciation of local interests.

There is one more subject, gentlemen, on which you will permit me to make a
few observations: It is this Assembly, its constitution, and conduct of business.

1 need scarcely tell you that this is the seventh time we meet, having been
called together in the very first year of the Rendition. The earnest desire of His
Highness was to take you into his confidence and make known to you the views and
objects of his Government in the adoption of various measures for the administra-
tion of the country; he hoped thereby to obtain the benefit of your honest and
practical suggestions, and thus to advance the real welfare of his people. He now
directs me to say that his hopes have been very fairly realized, and that the success
attained in the'past six years is an encouragment to his Government to persevere
in their endeavours to make this Assembly of still greater use for the good adminis-
tration of the Province. I am sure that in the Rules of 18th August last, you re-
cognize His Highness’ desire to secure in this Assembly as full a representation as
possible of every interest in the country, and the most complete information regard-
ing the wants and wishes of every class of his subjects. You will observe that these
rules provide for the first time a very important qualification, namely, the property
qualification. We expect great benefit to accrue from this step, for property carries
with it great responsibilities, and always makes the owner more sober in his views,
more practical and just in his suggestions. In one shape or other, it governs the
constitution of the popular assemblies of the west ; and 1n applying it to an agricul-
tural country like ours, we have naturally accorded the first place to the land-bolder
and have provided that each of our sixty-six taluks may send five of its largest land-
holders. In the provision which enables our 8 Local Boards and 92 Municipalities
to nomnate tmembers for this Assembly from their respective bodies, there is a fair
guarantee for the proper representation of all classes and localities, while the pri-
vilege given to ‘each of the more important Associations to depute a member to this
Assembly may be the means of securing at our discussions the views of the more
advanced section of the community. 'The Government think that these rules
might be trusted to do good service for the time being, though they must of
course be changed and improved as time goes on and more experience is gained.

I have now to draw your attention to the few sunple rules published regarding

the conduct of business. They are all designed to mnake our discussions more useful,
to place at your disposal such information as may enable you to study previously the
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subjects regarding which you may wish to speak, and to give to your observations
the authonity and weight which the opinions of individual members can never be
expected to possess. And I need only add that in this Assembly, the first place of
importance must always be given to the discussion of subjects in which the public at
large are directly interested, and under present circumstances, such interest is best
ascertained by the desire for their discussion evinced by a majority, are at least an
influential section, of the members who meet here. At the conclusion of this meet-
ing we shall be in a better position to form an opinion on the suitability of the rules
now framed, and any alterations or additions required, could then be readily

adopted.

Gentlemen, at the beginning of this year, you were here to receive His High.
ness the Maharaja's illustrious guest, the Viceroy and Governor General of India,
Earl Dufferin. I need not remind you—for the whole proceeding must be very
vivid in your recollection—how His Excellency was pleased with the evidences of
the peace and welfare of this part of India, apd how he congratulated His Highness
the Maharaja upon calling to his counsels, men of your intelligence and influence.
His Highness trusts that you will draw encouragement from these words of Earl
Dufferin and continue to evince in administrative measures the same interest as

heretofore.
His Highness directs me also to inform you that in the next cold weather, he
proposes to proceed to Calcutta to return the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy.
K. SHESHADRI IYER,
Dewan of Mysore.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17th OCTOBER 1888.

GENTLEMEN,

[ amn commanded by His Highness the Maharaja to lay before you to-day, a
bricf account of some of the more important results of the administration of the
Province during the past official year, and, after doing this, to- call upon you for
any rcpresenmt,lons you may wish to ma.ke, either in the way of calling attention
to any local wants or of suggesting any improvements m the administration.

In discharging the duty which thus devolves upon 1ne, the subject that clains
my first attention is Finance. Let me remind you, by way of preface, of what I
said on this subject in my Address last year. On that occasion, I attempted to cx-
plain the progress of our revenue during the past fifty years, and pointed out that
the income realized in the year 1886- 87 viz., 1273 lakhs, was the highest in the
financial history of the Province. That hwh figure was fully a rise ot 13% lakhs
fromn the previous year 1885-86, and now I am gla.d to be able to inform you that
a still further itnprovement of about 2} lakhs has accrued during past year.

With these preliminary remarks, I proceed now to read the statements of rev-
cnue and expenditure under all heads except the railway.

- Recepts. . 1886-87 1887-88.

Rs. Rs.
Land Revenue . 87,09,602 85,13,879
Excise 11,78,165 14,94,522
Forest . .. 9,98,364 10,08,417
Stamps .. e . . 5,15,326 5,065,550
Sayer .. 4,36,340 4,12,462
Mohatarfa .. 3,35,104 3,40,181
Law and Justice mcludm" Jail 1e(,e1pts 49,983 70,038
Post Office . .. 68,008 74,300
Registration .. 56,014 53,823
Amrit Mahal 77,425 61,582
Education .- . . . 23,588 23,911
Salt . e . e 26,107 20,723
Public Works 12,994 13,671
Gold Mining 51,248 33,433
Medical .. .. 3,015 12,190
Scientific and other Mlnor Departments 8,323 5,885
Interest on arrears of Land Revenue 46,217 33,358
Profit or loss on Investment in Government Plo Notes 40,158 61,666
Interest on Investment in Government Pro. Notes 45,549 1,08,470
Interest on Cwrrent Deposxt Madras Bank . Nil 37,711
Miscellaneous . .. 76,978 90,504
Total ... 1,27,08,508 1,29,76,276

Ezxpenditure.

A 1886-87. 18K7-88.

Res. Rs
Subsidy e e - Ve 24,50,000 24,50,000
Civil List 13,00,000 13,00,000
Interest on Public Debb .- 4,96,955 4,93,850
Political pensions mcludmg ﬂ.llowa,nces n heu of Ja.hou .- 1,01,901 1,04,029
Military Force .- .. . 7,837,234 7.17,875
Total ... 50,86,090 50,65,745

D. A 19
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B.
1886-87. 1887-88
N Ds. Rs
Administration and Puhhc Departments 2,36,699 2,05,469
.g [ Deputy Commissioners and estu.bllshments 1.60,776 1,68.699
g Assistant Commissioners and establishments 58,744 57,341
2 @ | Taluk establishments . 3,18,715 3,21,903
/5 3 9 Revenue Survey... 2,122,570 1,94,069
g 5 | Inam Depa,rtmont : 7.964 7.808
3 Remuneration of village scnvants 4,24,472 4,46,113
Other items 30,612 38,449
Excise . . : - 16,123 28,691
Forest cer . . e 3,20,687 3,97,629
Stamps e 25,455 17,867
Sayer 12,839 . 13,837,
Stationery and Printing . . 69,718 65,172
Amrit Mahal . 34,969 29,904
Scientific and other Minor Depal!,monts 62,516 45,820
Total ...  20,02,859 20,38,571
C Rs. Rs.
Law and Justice including Jails : 7.45,280 7.44,379
Police 5,36,992 5,80,401
Eduecation 1,75,610 1,78,172
Muzarayi . 2,83,601 2,78,932
Medical . 1,45,95¢ 1,£4,231
Superannuation pensions and dmhultms 2,44,109 2,51,789
Public Works 12,71,132 15,79,906
Post Office . 1,29,422 1,35,676
Registration - 25,532 25,849
British Officers’ furloug,h and n,bscntee a,llown.ncos, wmrmg
gratuities, compensation allowances and leave and ponsionary
contiibutions . . . 33,862 36,310
Interest on Mysore Sn,vmgs Bank Deposms 46,660 01,429
Rotunds 66,543 47,284
Purchase and repair of tents 5,188 33,603
Charges connected with the Le(,eptlon of I1. E. the Vlcorog 7.291 10,461
‘Moiety of charges on account of H. H. the Maharaja’s Nmthem
India Tour . 63,012
Donation to Indo- Coloma.l Insmtute, London 50,000
Miscellaneous . e ‘.. e 1,03,029 62,858
Total ... 38,20,204 42,94,275
Grand Total ... 1,09,09,153 1,13,98,591

Land Revenue~-The 1nost noticeable feature in the foregoing statement of
receipts is that the total Land Revenue amounted to Rs. 85,13,879 being
Rs. 1,95,000 less than in the previous year. This decrease, however, was not due
to any fa,llmﬂ off either in the extent of land under cultivation or in the normal
Land Revenue Demand for the year, a$ you will readily gather from the following
figures :-—

In 1886-87. In 1887-88.

Rs. Rs
Amount of previous years’ arrears collected . 17,95,141 12,95,967
Amount collected on account of current year’'s
Revenue Demand e, .. 69,14,461 72,17,913
Total amount collected .. 87,029,602 85,13,880
Amount of arrears at end of 1887-88 ... L0 13,65,461

You will see from these figures that the arrears collected amounted to 18 lakhs
in 1886-87 and to only about 13 lakhs last year. Out of the dlfference of 5
lakhs, nearly 3 were made good by a better collection of the year's revenue,
thus lea.vmfra.net decrease of nearly 2 lakhs in the actual Receipts of the year.
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Viewed in the Light of the above figures, this decrease is no indication of any in-
stability of this item of revenue, noris there any ground for apprehending that
the large collections of last year were in anv way abnormal. And I may in this
connection remind you that there always is a considerable balance remaining un-
collected at the end of every year, as the oflicial and agricultural years do not
correspond. The actual Land Revenue Demand has stood at over 81 lakhs during
the past two years, a fact which we may regard as a sign of the present satisfactory
condition of this branch of our revenue. It has been the result, in a large measure,
of extension of cultivation 1n all parts of the Province, under the influence of
improved irrigation on every side, improved communications by means of the rail-
way and new roads, and the beneficial operation of the Revenue Settlement now so
ncar completion for the whole Province.

E.rcise.—The next important item of revenue is Excise. It shows a marked

unprovement from a financial point of view. The receipts (exclusive of the Civil

~and Military Station) amounted to 15 lakhs, being 3} lakhs better than the 113
lakhs realized in the previous year.

The arrack and toddy contracts were renewed 1 the beginning of the last
year, and advantage was taken of that opportunity to revise the rates of duty and
sclling price of arrack throughout the Province. The revised scheme is working
with success and has contributed partly to the improvement of the revenue fromn
this source. When 1n the beginning of 1884-85 a partial revision of duty and
price was effected, an inorease of nearly one lakh was secured, and three years later
with the'completion of the revision for the whole Province, a further increase of
Rs. 2,24,000 has resulted. The duty 1s now made uniform throughout the whole
Province, and is fixed at the maximum rate prescribed by the Indian Tanff Act.
The retail price is fixed at Rs. 5 per gallon throughout the Province, whereas before
the present contract that high rate prevailed only in the Bangalore City and
Station, in the Mysore City and in the towns of Shimoga and Chikmagalur. You
will thus see that the selling price of arrack is now pitched much higher than it
ever was, but even this has had no effect whatever in reducing consumption. Only
a part of the increased revenue now derived from arrack can be attributed to the
higher duty recently adopted. Another part of this increase—though a very insig-
nificant one—may be due to the precautions now taken to prevent adulteration,
and to our close watchfulness against illicit manufacture in remote and secluded
parts of the Province. But after making every allowance for these causes, there
can be no doubt that a considerable part of the increased revenue is due to a larger
consumption. For, let us compare how consumption, as indicated by the Excise
Revenue, has increased during the past few years. The arrack and toddy con-
tracts were renewed in 1884-85 and again in 1887-88. As compared with 1883-
84 the increase under arrack was 22 per cent in 1884-85 and 74 per cent in
1887-88. Similarly under * toddy ’ the increase was 28 per cent in 1884-85 and
46 per cent in 1887-88. Thus, you will see that in 1887-88 the increased con-
sumption of arrack was fully 23 per cent higher than the increased consumption of
toddy. This excess in the rate of increase was probably due to the higher duty
levied on arrack. Excluding therefore this increase from_consideration, we still
find a further and considerable increase common to both arrack and toddy, which
we can only attribute to increased consumption. In my opinion, 1t is the result of
prosperous seasons and good crops, and of the very great nse in the wages of labor
which has taken place within the last few years. With extensive railway works
between Gubbi and Harihar, with the large expansion of the gold industry in
Kolar, and with public works of all kinds employing large numbers of coolies in
every part of the Province, the demand for labor has, for somme time past, been far
in excess of the supply, and has led to the importation of a large miscellaneous
class of laborers from outside the Province. The high wages earned by laborers of
this class, as well as by those of the Province, account, in my opinion, for a grcat
part of the increased consumption of both arrack and toddy.

~ With the increase of the Excise Revenue the esbzmbhsl_u_uent has had to be
slightly strengthened, and in the interests of better supervision there has been
adopted a centralized system of manufacture and distribution, which at present 1s
working with marked suceess, though it appears to labor under therflnsmlv.a.ntage
of not having a special officer in charge of its administration. There is also



76

another circumnstance to which I wish to refer in this conmection—namely, the
largs and unexpected rise in the price of jaggory during the last year. The cause
of this rise has not yet been satisfactorily ascertained; but the rise itself is a
matter to be contemplated with satisfaction as it means prosperity to the ryot,
though it may tend to reduce the margin of profit left for the present arrack con-
tractors. What would greatly benefit the cultivator of sugar-cane as well as the
manufacturer of arrack is the establishment of suitable sugar factornies. With the
important irrigation works now in course of improvement or construction, greater
facilities, I am sure, will come into existence for the establishment of such factories
in centres of large sugar-cane growing tracts in parts of the Mysore, Shimoga and
Kolar districts. Such factories, worked in connection with special licensed dis-
tilleries under a system of free distillation, would be the means of establishing a
highly remunerative industry in the Province. The stimulus, thereby afforded to
the cultivation of so valuable a product as sugar-cane, would add materially to the
wealth of the country, and His Highness the Maharaja’s Government will be glad
to extend to this industry their cordial support and every encouragement in their
power.

Returning to the subject of last year's Revenue Receipts, [ would add that
interest on investments of surplus revenue amounted to Rs. 1,08,000 and on cur-
rent deposits in the Madras Bank to Rs. 37,000.

Other items of revenue call for no special remark, beyvond the general one,
that they have all maintained the prosperous condition’ attained in the previous
year.

Expenditure.—The total expenditure of the past year (exclusive of the State
Railway) was Rs. 1,13,98,000 as compared with Rs. 1,09,09,000 in the previous
year. Increases have occurred chiefly under the following items:-—

Increase.
, Rs

Remuneration of village servants .. 21,641
Forests t e 76,842
Police .. 43,409
Publhic Works' . 3,08,774
Moiety of charges on account of His Highness the Maharaja's Noithein

Indias Tour 63,012
Donation to Indo-Colonial Institute in London 50,000
Purchase of tents . 28,415

The first of these items (remuneration of village servants) must keep pace
with the progress of our Revenue Scttlement. In the Forest Departinens, the
increase has been unavoidable owing to extensive planting and the large areas
newly brought under conservancy. Under * Police” the increase was due to full
effect being given to the re-organization schewe, explained in my Address last year.
The increase under ** Public Works’* was due to several large 1rrigation and other
works being undertaken as will be fully explained hereafter. For mnany years past,
no tents had been supplied to executive ofticers. A new supply was felt to be an
urgent want and was partially met by puichases during the past year. The other
items appear to require no special comment.

Clusing Balance—Deducting expenditure from revenue reccipts, the surplus

of last year amounted to Rs. 15,77,685. This was reduced

_Bs. o Rs. 14,74,369 by pet *payments on account of the State

"é‘ay(n:nts g'géggg Railway and the last named amount added to the total
eeerpis e revenue surplus on Ist April 1887 (Rs. 50,77,511) gave a

Net payments .. 1,03,316 closing balance of Rs. 65,51,880 on 31st March 1888.

Budget Estimates—The revised Budget estimates of receipts (including the
State Railway) amounted to Rs. 1,26,93,471 against an actual «collection of Rs.
1,32,54,526 in the past year. For this year, the estimate under *Land Revenue " is
only 80% lakhs, though the actual reccipts amounted to over 85 lakhs last yeur;
but the estimate is based upon the Land Revenue Demand (exclusive of arrears)
which, as already stated, was about 81 lakhs. Under “ Forests” an increase of over

4 lakh is expected, chiefly from sandalwood.
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The revised Budget provides for a total expenditure of Rs. 1,25,05,047, being
Rs. 7,24,800 1ore than the actnal expenditure of the past year. The principal
heads under which increased provision is made are :—
Rs.
4,20,000 under “ Publhic Works,” the giant for the year having had to be fixed at 20 lakhs

(agninst 164 lakhs in 1887-88) owing to several large irrigation works and two
mmportant bridges .

2,19,000 under “‘ Railway,” as the extension to Hanhar 1s fast approaching completion and
provision has to be made for payment of interest on capital outlay ,

75,000 under. “ Forests,” owing to extension of plantatiohs and to increased felling opera-
tions required to meet the greater demand for timber of all kinds and for sandal-
wood ,

and 41,000 unde}' *Medical,” owing to the large number of new dispensaries now being oponed
in every part of the Province, the object being that no taluk headquarters

should be without a dispensary.

The Mysore State Railway.—Before concluding my remarks on the subject of
Finance, you will naturally expect me to give you some definite information regard-
ing the arrangement under which the State Railway is being managed and extend-
ed by the Southern Mahratta Company. A copy of the contract finally concluded
with the Company having recently been received fromn the British Government, I
shall first explain briefly the terms of this contract, and then touch upon its bear-
ing on the finances of the State.

The contract has been concluded by the Secretary of State for India, acting
on behalf of the Maharaja of Mysore, and it is to be in force for a period of 46 ycars
froin the 30th June 1886 to 30th June 1932. Under the guarantee of the Secretary
of State, the Comnpany have raised a loan of £1,200,000, and the proceeds of this
loan (£1,224,000, including a premium of 2 per cent) has been paid by the Com-
pany to the credit of the Secretary of State. The sum thus paid amounts in Indian
currency to Rs. 1,63,82,801, and is intended to be devoted towards the capital cost
of the Mysore State Railway, that is to say :—

Rs. ‘
68,60,508 towards payment to the Mysore State of the actual eapital outlay on the Mysore-
Gubbi line up to 30th June 1886 , and
95,22,298 (or such portion of it as may be absolutely necessary) towards expenditure upon the
construction and equipment by the Company bf the extension from Gubbi to
) Harihar.

The entire railway from Mysore to Harihar 1s to be worked by the Company
a8 a separate system, distinct from their railways in British India, and the cost of
wanagement is to be apportioned between the two systems in the proportion of
their respective gross earnings. Out of the net earnings of the Mysore system, the
Cowmpany are to reiain for themselves a quarter share, the remaining three-quarters
being handed over to the Mysore State. The loan of £1,200,000 raised by the Com-
pany is not redeemable before 1st March 1936, but is redeemable after that date
upon a year’s previous notice being given. Till such redemption, interest upon it
at 4 per cent per annum is payable half-yearly in, London on 1st April and 1st
October i each year. As the loan has been taken up upon the guarantee of the
Secretary of State, acting on behalf of the Mysore State, there attaches to the
latter the obligation to pay interest on 1t till its redemption. But you will, at the
salue time, note that there is no obligation whatever, either on the part of the My-
sore State or the British Government, to redeem the loan at any time though it
1s optional to the British Government, and through the British Govermnent, to the
Mysore State, to redeem it at any time after Ist March 1936. Under the terms of
the contract, the management of the railway will, on 1st July 1932, be surrender-
ed by the Company to the Secretary of State acting on behalf of the Mysore State.
and from the date of such surrender, the State will be entitled to work it in any
way it deems proper. You will thus see that the arrangement in regard to our
State Railway is divisible into two distinct parts which have no necessary connec-
tion with each other. First, the State has the obligation to pay interest on the
loan and the option to redeem it in due time, and secondly, the Company has the
obligation of constructing and managing the railway for a specified term of years
and the right to receive as remuneration for such service a quarter of net earmngs
during such term. I am sure you will agree with me in thinking that this remu-
neration to the Company for 46 years is not too great a price to pay for the con-
struction of an important railway with the aid of foreign capital.

D. A, ‘ 20
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The suwn of Rs. 68,60,508 being capital cost of the Mysore-Gubbi line up to
30th June 1886, has been paid to the credit of Mysore, out of the capital raised
by the Company ; and the same has been applied towards the partial liquidation of
the famnine debt due to the British Government, with effect from 1st July 1886.
Since then, two payments of 4 lakhs each have been inade by the State towards
this-debt, which will be completely liguidated by the payment of Rs. 1,99,404 in
December next, when the annual payments of 4 lakhs hitherto made on this ac-
count will determine.

It is however our intention to continue similar payments and to set them
apart towards a special fund for the redemption as well of the Local Railway De-
benture Noan of 20 lakhs as of the English Debenture Loan of £1,200,000,

In addition to these payments of 4 lakhs per annum, we have to meet the
guaranteed interest on the last-named loan. During construction, however, we
are only called upon to pay interest upon capital actually spent from month to
month. Eventually, we have to pay interest on the whole loan amounting to
£48,000 per annum, which, according to average rates of exchange, will probably
be about 5% lakhs of rupees. When the working of the railway is fully developed
—as I hope it will be within the next few years-—about 4} lakhs per annum ay
be expected as iths of net railway carnings due to the State, and deducting this
amount from interest payable by the State, the net annual payment to be made to
the Company, under the contract, would be about 11 lakh per annum. Much
larger net annual payments varying from 3% to 2 lakhs will, however, be necessary
in the next five or six years, during the infancy of the railway when unet carnings
would be necessarily low, and I have only to add that the Government have made
an accurate forecast of the various liabilities above explained, and expect to be able
to meet them in due time.

As regards actual construction of the extension from Gubbi to Harihar, you
will be glad to learn that the works are all being pushed
. Es. -on with waigor by the Company. Progress, however,
+ 68,60,508 already spent by  hag not been as good as was anticipated between Gubbi
Mysore on My- 3 Birar, owing to the insufficiency of local labor, and

so1e to Gubbi, . . o U
80,00,000 now bemg spent bhis portion of the line will probably not be opened for
by Company on traffic until the next official year. Works along the
Gubbr to Hari- northern sections are, it is understood, rapidly approach-
har. ing completion and 1t is believed that from Harihar to
Kadur, the line will be opened for traffic during the course of the next few months,
I am unable to state yet what the total cost of the new line will be, but the Gov-
ernment of India have issued strict orders that a limmt of 80 lakhs should not be
exceeded between Gubbi and Haribar and we may therefore assume that the total
cost of the railway from Mysore to Harihar will not exceed Rs., 1,48,60,000,
especially as it has been decided to relieve Mysore of a moiety of the cost of the
Tungabhadra bridge at Harihar, which it was at first proposed to debit against the

Harihar extension.

It will interest you to know that a scheme is now under discussion to extend
the Mysore Branch as far as Nanjangud and thence on to Gudalur at the foot of
Nilgin Hills. Whether such a line, of incalculable benefit to our most Southern
taluks, will eventually take precedence of that proposed to connect Bangalore with
Hindupur or Seringapatam with Arsikere vza Hassan, it is as yet impossible to say.
Meanwhile the traffic on our open line, I am glad to say, continues to increase
slowly but steadily and there can be little doubt that the carly opening of the line
as far as Haribar will give an iminense impetus to our comumercial progress all over
the Province.

Public Works.—And now I turn to that part of our Public Works policy m
which the majority of the community are most keenly interested —1I refer to irriga-
tion. The object and scope of our policy on this subjcct are fully illustrated by
our Public Works Budget for the current year, to which I request your careful
attention.

You will observe therefrom that, towards Public Works of all kinds, we have
made from the Provincial Revenue a grant of 20 lakhs of rupees, a proportion
of our resources which—other claims and services and our general financial position
considered—imust be taken as mwost liberal. This grant is swelled by the addition
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of Rs. 5,29,000 from District Funds, Rs. 2,00,000 from the Provincial Irngation
FFund and Rs. 92,000 from T.ocal Funds General, so that there is 28} lakhs of
rupees available for works of all kinds in the current year. Civil bLuildings, com-
munications, public mprovements and establishments necessarily absorb a large
proportion of the total grant; but there remains about 93 lakhs to be devoted solely
to irrigation works. Of this large sum, about 8% lakhs are given to purely original
works, that is, to altogether new tanks and channels, or to the improvement,
enlargement or extension of those already existing so as to increase their irrigating
power. The remainng 13 lakhs is necessarily absorbed in the maintenance and re-
pair of old worke, that is, to keeping them in eflicient working order and prevent-
ing deterioration.

If you look into details, it will be seen that 200 old tanks are now under resto-
ration or will shortly be so, in other words, are being enlarged or improved; that
the irrigation from 25 others is bemg extended by adding to their catchment areas
by weans of artificial feeders or by perfecting and extending their distribution
channels ; that 12 altogether new tanks of large capacity and 10 new anikats are
beingd built ; that such 1mportant channels as the Rajaparameswari, the Maddur,
the Ramasamudram, the Anandur, are being greatly improved and extended; that
the Rampur channel is being entirely re-modelled; whilst most important exten-
sions to the Virjanadi, the Hulhalli, the Kalhalli, the Ramaswami, the Mandagir,
and the entire restoration of the old and long abandoned Mahdapur amkat and
channels (or as an alternative the extension of the great Sriramadevara channel)
will very shortly be 1n hand. And the amounts of the estimates as detailed in the
Budget, ranging as they do from Rs. 5,000 to 3 lakhs and upwards, will indicate
the importance of all these works. This, you will observe, is no insignificant pro-
gramuie as regards irngation.

Further, if we compare what 1s now being done with what was done during

previous years, there is evidence of very marked progress. In 1881-82, the outlay
on irrigation works and repairs was but—

Rs.

3,28,368
In 1882-83 e . 2,85,297
In 1883-84 .. 3,54,189
In 1884-85 . 3,41,520
In 1885-86 . . .. .. 4,54,145
In 1886-87 5,98,628
In 1887-88 .. t7,14,277

and in this year, if we can only get over the labor difticulty which threatens, we
hope to spend over 9% lakhs. :

But it way be asked what actual addition to the irrigated area of the Province,
will be made by the works executed during the last few years and those now under
excoution. Inasmuch as during the years iinmediately succeeding the Kendition
but vory few original works were undertaken and as it will take time before definite
results are realized from those of the last few years, it will be best for e to
answer this question by giving for each district the approximate quantity of addi-
tional water that will be stored in ordinary years when all the tank works begun
since April 1885 and those included in our carrent Budget are completed.

Units.
Bangalore district .. 1,422
Kolar " o . eee e 6,834
Tumkur " .. 5,391
Chitaldrug ,, en . e e 2,524
Mysore " 3,364
Shimoga " .. . 1,813
Kadur " .. 1,655
Hassan " . . 586

Total - 23,489

A umt of water being what is required for the irrigation of an acre of land, this
represents the addition of over 23,000 acres to the hitherto existing tank irrigated
area of the Pruvince.
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Taking again our channels, and making a fair allowance for those extensions
budgetted for but which have not yet been worked out in full detail, I find that the
following additional acreage will be brought under irrigation in the next five
years :—-

Actes.

Ramaswami channel . . . 3,000
Rajaparameswari ,, . s s .. 1,000
Virjanadi v . .- . 3,000
Anandur " . . 1,000
Kalhalli " .. . 1,185
Rimasamudram . 2,474
Mandagiri " . s e . 1,500
Rampur " . . .. - 5,574
Hullhalli » . . .. 1,000
Maddur " ver® . 900
Mahdapur " . . .. 4,600
Sriramadevara " . vee . .. 1,500
Total e 29733

I exclude from this list channels which have been taken up or which 1t s

. : proposed to take up, but of the revenae results of which

The ﬂmkaj"\s across the there are doubts. I allude to the Talkad channel, the

Veda and the Avasi, Saligram and such minor channels as the Solur, the Sow-

langa, the Yagatt, *Ghirzai, ete., of which it is difficult at present to estimate the
ultimate results. -

I informed you last year that those projects brought to notice by the members
of this Assembly were invariably investigated with care, and sanction given in duc
course to those which on examination proved remunerative or uscful. The same
course will be pursued hereafter, but as the investigation of the proposals takes up
much of the time and attention of our Engineers, I would take the liberty of ashing
you carefully to weigh the feasibility and utility of every project before submitting
1t for the consideration of Government.

I have before me now a list of the proposals brought forward by the members
of the Assembly of 1887. These embraced 10 tanks, 10 anikats, 6 channel exten-
sions, 8 tank feeders, 7 bridges and 7 roads. I may state at once that it would
greatly lighten the work of our Engineers if proposals for local roads, believed to be
desirable, were first laid before the Local Fund Boards who are fully empowered to
deal with the same’and who have the best means of judging of their utility or
necessity. The new roads under reference, I believe to be more or less useful, but
it is best to leave them &o be dealt with by the Boards as funds become available,
direct action on our part in regard to them not being desirable  The same remark
applies to minor bridges which are chargeable to District Funds and for which
State help is not called for. Asregards the large and important bridges, those for
the Tunga and Bhadra have already been sanctioned, and it is hoped that in the
course of the next few years, bridges across the Cauvery at Yedatore and the
Hemavati at Hole-Narsipur will be taken in hand. A bridge across the Cauvery at
Bannur will not be required for many years to come, and a bridge at Yedatore
will supersede the necessity for bridges at.Ramanathpur, Tippur or Hampapur.
Of the irrigation works proposed, several have been found either impracticable or
unremunerative. Those that promise well are already in hand or will be so ere
long. A list, with remarks regarding each work brought forward in this As-
sembly last vear, 1s now available for any member wishing to examine it.

Tank Maintenance—In my remarks of last year, I alluded at some length to the
scheme inaugurated in 1886-87 and now being gradually worked up which aimed
at the enforcement of the ancient custom of maintaining our tanks by the agency of
the ryots themselves. Towardsthe close of the year it unfortunately happened that
opposition to this measure in some districts, instigated by ‘a few disaffected or ill-
advised persons, became so keen that it was found advisable to enjoin on the
District Officers conterned absolute abstention from pressure of any sort. Concilia-
tory means weré to be adopted to bring over the ryots to cordial co-operation, to
make them understand that the measure, a mild one in reality and one always
recognized, was solely intended for their own ultimate benetit—that sooner or later
without their direct assistance in maintaining the earthwork their tanks must be
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ruined. In some parts, I regret to say, thishas not yet had the desired effect, but
in other places a most promising measure of success has been attained. I may
quote as examples the Dodballapur and Nelathangala taluks where a considerable
quantity of earthwork has already been carried out by the ryots, Government con-
tributing masonry and stone work. In the Shimoga and Shikarpur taluks of the
Bhimoga district, the ryots have evinced a most praiseworthy spirit of co-operation,
and many tanks have been put in order, which, but for such co-operation, must
have remained in disrepair for many years to come; whilst in some taluks in
Mysore, Hassan and Chitaldrug there are many tanks now under repair by the
villagers themselves. 1 hold that, with tact and perseverance on the part of all
revenue officials, and with care in selecting such tanks only as directly benefit the
cultivating ryot the example already set in some taluks of the Province will soon
be followed throughout all the districts. I cannot too forcibly impress on you, as
representatives of the people, the necessity that exists for the ryots assisting Govern-
ment in this matter, not only by fully maintaining those tanks already restored, but
by contributing their labor to the restoration of the vast number of tanks all over
the country now in disrepair and which it is absolutely impossible for Government
to deal with without such assistance.

As regards roads, bridges and works of public improvement, I need only say
this year, that the same policy of advance as was indicated last year is being
steadily pursued. We are bridging over unbridged rivers, improving our old. lines
of commmunications, and extending new lines according to requirements. Qur
grants towards these works are so liberal, that there is every hope that before many
years elapse, Mysore will be in regard to roads and bridges, on a par with the fore-
most Provinces of India.

I now come to make a few remarks upon some of the special questions referred
to in last year’s Address,

Kodagi Inams.—-The revision of the Kodag: Settlement, in which the people
of the Kolar district take so’keen an interest, is under progress in accordance with
the promise given last year. Inresponse to the Inam Superintendent’s Notification,
261 applications for revision have been received. The principles laid down for the
conduct of the revision are :—

1stly, that no Kodagt inams shall be treated as granted only for upkeep
unless this is most clearly and directly proved ;

and 2ndly, that the general rule of interpretation shall be that all Kodag:
tnams were granted for construction and upkeep and not for mere up-
keep.

You will thus see that a settlement based on these instructions will bring
several inams now settled under Class II under the more liberal Class I; and the
Government of His Highness the Maharaja are disposed to think that this arrange-
ment, would exhaust all reasonable complaints or nearly all. 1t is believed that, in
the large majority of cases, the inamdars would prefer the payment of } or } quit-rent
to the risk of entire forfeiture in cases of failure to keep up the tank to the requisite
Government standard ; for, the revival of the Kodagi tenure would, as a matter of
course, be burdened with that just condition. Colonel Grant has, however, been
asked to make a note of all applicants who may desire the restoration of the Kodag:

tenure with the old liabilities and submit the cases for further consideration and
decision.

I need hardly mention that inamdars who have spent money on their tanks
relyling upon the orders issued in 1881 will receive just compensation at the Re-
settlement.

Inamdars’ Toddy Revenue.—The subject of inamdars’ claims to the toddy
revenue was discussed last year. The set of draft rules, on which I then invited
you to express your views, have not yet been adopted by Government. The infor-
mation received from the districts regarding the amount of revenue involved being
incomplete, it has been deemed expedient to defer action in regard to:the rules in
question, till the expiry of the present toddy contracts, that is till 31st March
1890. In the meantime, the existing rules will continue to be in force and will be
duly carried out by the District Officers. This decision would be just to all inte-
rests concerned. The present contractors took up their contracts on the distinct

D. A. 21
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understanding that the existing rules would remain unaltered during the term of
their contract. What particular inamdars are entitled to the toddy revenue was
a question that was settled at the late Inam Settlement, and the decision then
recorded will of course be strictly adhered to, and the claimms of inamdars entitled
to the toddy revenue under that Settlement will be adjudicated upon and duly
enforced in accordance with the orders of 1873, 1877 and 1881 and para V of the
conditions attached to the present toddy contracts.

Forests.—The next subject to which I would request your attention is the
Forest Department which has continued to yield satisfactory results, both financially
and otherwise.

Durﬁng the past year, several State Forests were extended and a large number
of valuable jungle tracts in varying stages of denudation, were brought under proper
conservancy.

Fuel supply threatens to be the great problemm of the futare. The railway
extension to Harihar, the advancing Kolar gold industry, the Cotton and Woollen
Mills at Bangalore and a rising population with expanding cultivation tend to
enormously increase the demand for fuel and to diminish the source of its supply.
There has thus arisen the necessity for carefully conserving as large and as many
jungle tracts as possible, more especially those in the vicinity of the railway.

The spontaneous growth of timber in forests and of fuel in reserved jungle
tracts, is being supplemented by plantations on an extensive scale, and the Planta-
tion Branch of the Forest Department planted during the past year about 4 lakhs
of timber trees and 43 lakhs fuel trees, on an aggregate area of 1,481 acres or
nearly 2% square miles.

Besides these regular plantations by departmental agency, plantations of
timber, fuel, fruit and sandal trees, have been started in several taluks under the
direction of the revenue officers: and the cheap and efficient system of sowing
the seed broadcast upon waste land after a thorough ploughing, has, wherever
earnestly tried, yielded striking results.

Sandalwood has, as usual, continued to yield a large portion of the Forest Re-
venue. Every attention is being given to sustain a perpetual supply of this valuable
wood. Large tracts, with a good growth of sandalwood, have been formed into
sandal preserves and have been brought under a systemm of protection, while the
artificial reproduction of the tree is being carried out on a definite system.

In thus conserving forests and sandalwood tracts, the Government has not been
unmindful of the necessities of the ryots in the matter of grazing and, well aware
that a good breed of cattle constitutes the chief wealth and prop of our agricultural
community, they have conceded to some extent the privilege of grazing in reserved
forests, at certain seasons and in certain parts, on payment of a small fee.

Connected with forests there are now before Government two questions of some
importance. ‘' The first of these is the free grant of wood for certain public purposes,
and to ryots for cattle sheds, and, in exempted taluks, also for building purposes.
The second relates to the grant of land on favorable terms, for private plantations.
The draft rules, which the Government propose to issue on both these subjects, will
be circulated among you, and I shall be glad to receive any practical suggestions
you may wish to make regarding them. .

I may here add that steps are being taken to organize khedda operations in
July next in the Chamrajnagar taluk, and from the experience to be thus gained,
it is hoped subsequently to extend operations to other suitable localities. A success-
ful capture is not only a source of direct gain to Government but a great public
boonin localities where so much damage to crops is annually caused by wild
elephants.

Education.—The progress of education throughout the year has been most
satisfactory, and there are, on every side, evidences of an eager desire to take advan-
tage of the means of instruction and that not only in large and populous towns but
also in remote and secluded villages. In the last two years, the numbers under
instruction have increased by over 20 per cent.

- Of the taluk schools as many as 40 per cent contain each from 100 to 330
pupils. The larger hobli schools, in which the attendance approached or exceeded
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100, were converted into taluk branch schools, and the levy of fees, whi¢h this
step involved, has been readily accepted by the people, a decided indication of popu-
lar interest in education. To some extent, this development of the Vernacular
schools may be attributed to the influence of the Mysore Liocal Examnation, which
has thus proved itself well adapted to the needs of the country. The thanks of the
Governinent are due to the numerous private donors who have spontaneously come
forward with offers of prizes and gifts for the successful candidates.

The English middle and high schools are every year improving in efficiency,
especially those at district headquarters; and higher education is well provided for
by the existing Colleges which continue to be maintained at a high standard of
efficiency.

The Mysore Scholars going through courses of professional instruction at
Poona and Madras have acquitted themselves with credit. This is especially the
case with the Engineering Scholars at Poona where two Mysore students took the
first and second places respectively at the last L. C. E. Examination and thus be-
come entitled to both the guaranteed appointments in the Bombay Public Works
Department. The Mysore Engineering Students at Poona waited upon His High-
ness the Maharaja when he visited Poona in last February. His Highness was
much pleased to hear of their progress and addressed them a few words of gracious
encouragement.

Female education continues to gain in popularity and the good influence ex-
erted by the success of Her Highness the Maharani’s girls’ school at Mysore has
led to the establishment of additional schools on a similar system in other places.
One has been opened at the important town of Melkote and another, founded to
commemorate the Jubilee of the QUEEN-EMPRESS, has been established at Tumkur.

Desirous that no class should be left behind in the educational race, the
Government of His Highness the Maharaja have, during the past year, instituted a
system of special scholarships for the benefit of the Pollegar pensionaries of the
State, and for Mahomedans. The former are designed as inducements to the
principal Pollegar houses to put the younger members of their families under suit-
able courses of instruction with a view to qualifying them for the public service.
The Mahomedans who have not hitherto come forward, as freely as could be wished,
to avail themselves of the benefits of higher education have been given every
encouragement by the institution of special scholarships.

In the Department of Archzology, nine taluks were surveyed during the year
and over 1,000 inscriptions added to the collections previously made. Good prog-
ress has been made with the volume of Jain inscriptions at Sravanabelagola.
Also more than a half has been printed of the great grammatical work, the
Karnataka Sabdanusasanam and its commentaries, as well as of the Vikramarjuna
Vijaya of the poet Pampa.

In order that the results of the present survey may be exhibited in a more
tangible form, it is proposed that a portion of the Victoria Jubilee Institute, now
under erection at Mysore, should be set apart as a Hall of Inscriptions. Here will
be collected, selected specimens, which will be built into the walls, systematically
arranged in chronological order. They will thus not only form permanent records,
but be available for reference and study as original standard authorities, for the
forms and style of the language, at the periods to which they respectively belong,
an object of high educational value.

The next subject which demands our attention is the constitution of this Assem-
bly. I drew your attention last year to the rules prescribed on the subject. These
rules have been emphasized in the orders of Government issued this year. It was
found on an analysis of the classes to which the members of the last year belonged,
that the property qualification, on which the selection of the majority of the mem-
bers should depend, was not sufficiently attended to; and in some of the districts—
Kolar, Mysore, Tumkur and Bangalore— the land-holders were not those who paid
the highest assesstaent. It is the wish of His Highness’ Government that the
largest land-holders should as a matter of course be invited to this Assgmbly, except-
ing of course such of them as happened to labour under any special disqualification,
and particular attention was accordingly directed to this pownt in the nominations
made this year. The Deputy Commussioners were also requested to personally attend
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to the selection of members. I need hardly explain'to you that His Highness’
object, in insisting upon these conditions, is that the,]landed interests in the country
should be represented in this Assembly by men possessed of high local influence,
with devotion to public good, and independence of character. It is His Highness’
intention to have a standing list of the highest land-holders in the Province, and,
as it is not possible to get all of them to attend these meetings in every year, to make
an annual selection from such list either by rotation or some other principle of ex-
clusion.

Gentlemen, I informed you last year of the visit which His Highness the
Maharaja proposed to pay to His Excellency the Viceroy in Calcutta. That visit
was paid\in January last with the happiest results. His Highness took that
opportunity to visit other places of note as well, among others the capitals of two
of the principal Rajput States—Jeypur and Jodhpur—and the capital of his friend
the Maharaja Gaikwar. He was everywhere received witbh great consideration and
respect and was especially touched by the fraternal regard and affection which
marked his treatment at the courts of his brother Native Chiefs.

Gentlemen, in conclusion it only remains for me now to call attention to the
Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition, now being held in our midst. His High-
ness the Maharaja's object in holding it in this City and at this time of the year,
has been to afford you special facilities for visiting it. It gives you an opportunity
for comparing the agricultural capabilities of your respective taluks with those of

.other places, for informing yourselves of the success that has been attained in various
parts of the country in improving the breed of cattle and for obtaining some practi-
cal idea of the extent to which manual labor can be saved, by the employment of
suitable machinery for lifting water for irrigation purposes, and for other operations
connected with agriculture, His Highness is deeply sensible of the valuable
advantages which the agricultural, industrial and commercial interests of the Prov-
ince will receive from exhibitions such as the present, but, their success depends
upon your practical appreciation of their uSefulness. And it is therefore His
Highness’ earnest hope that you may be able to derive useful information on the
various sections of agriculture and industry now represented and that when you
return to your homes you will, by your erample and influence, contribute to the
best of your ability towards the realization of the objects of this exhibition.

K. SHESHADRI IYER,
Dewan of Mysore.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF

TO THE

MYSORE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

AT MYSORE

ON WEDNESDAY, THE 9th OCTOBER 1889.

GENTLEMEN,

It is my pleasing duty to lay before you to-day, by comnmand of His Highness
the Maharaja, the usual statements of the revenue and expenditure of the Statc
during the past official year, together with an explanation of our present financial
posmon as well as a brief statement of some of the more important facts connected

with last year’s administration.

copting the Railway, are given below :—

D. A

The income and expenditure, under all heads ex-

Receipts.
1887-88. 1888-89.
Rs Rs
Land Revenue .. .. . 85,13,879 83,96,337
Excise e 14,94,522 15,99,615
Forest .. 10,08,417 11,35,393
Stamps e e e 5,054,650 5,565,746
Sayer .. 4,12,462 4,07,568
Mohatarfa 3,40,181 3,29,559
Law and Justice mcludm,(, Jail Reemptb . 70,038 64,698
Post Office 74,300 76,206
Registration e, 53,823 59,605
Amrit Mahal 61,582 49,803
Education s . . 23,911 26,159
Salt 20,723 27,391
Public Works 13,671 20,150
Gold Mining 33,433 1,08,526
Medical .- 12,190 3,522
Scientific and other Mlnor Depa.rtments 5,885 6,842
Interest on arrears of Land Revenue 33,358 29,003
Profit or loss on investment in Government Pro-Notes 61,666 5,498
Interest on Investment in Government Pro-Notes 1,08,470 1,81,499
Interest on Current Deposit, Madras Bank ... 37,711 51,153
Miscellaneous e . 90,504 85,815
Total .. 1,29,76,276 1,32,20,088
Ezpenditure.
A.
1887-88. 1888-89.
Rs. Rs.
Subsidy o e . 24,50,000 24,50,000
Civil List 13,00,000 13,00,000
[nterest on Public Debt 4,93,850 4,97,986
Political Pensions including a.llo“ ances in heu of Jahgir 1,04,020 1,01,622
Military Force 7,17,875 7,28,658
Total e 50,659,745 50,78,266
22
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B. .
1887-88. 1888-89.
. " Ras. Rs.
Administration and Pubhe Departments 2,05,469 2,04,873
Land Revenue Charges.— y
Deputy Commissioners and Establishments ... 1,68,699 1,68,366
Assistant Commissioners and Establishments 07,341 61,182
Taluk Establishments 3,21,903 3,20,826
Revenue Survey 1,94,069 1,783,638
Inam Department ... S 7,808 7,761
Remuneiation of Village Servants 4,46,113 4,20,964
Other items e . oes 38,449 26,205
Exgise vee ee e e 28,591 26,865
Forest RO . 3,97,529 4,56,778
Stamps . 17,867 21,545
Sayer 13,837 14,096
Stationery and Printing .. 65,172 73,702
Amrit Mahal 29,904 31,762
Scientific and other Minor Departments 45,820 51,603
Total .. 20,38,571 20,60,066
C'
Law and Justice including Jails o 1,44,379 7,49,895
Police s e .. 580,401 5,96,034
Education . .. .. .. 178,172 1,80,920
Mugzrai . . vee we 2,78,932 2,81,964
Medical .. .. 164221 1,89,685
Superannuation pensions and gratuities .. 2,561,789 2,40,937
Public Works ... ... 15,79,906 19,82,076
Post Office , .. . . ... 135,676 1,36,920
Registration e 25,842 28,967
British Officers’ furlough and absentee allowances,
retiving gratuities, compensation allowances and
leave and pensionary contributions . 36,310 30,668
Interest on Mysore Savings Bank Deposits . 51,429 52,919
Refunds . 47,284 46,029
Purchase and Repair of tents .. 33,603 3,579
Charges connected with the reception of H. E. the
Viceroy .. 10,461
Moiety of charges on acecount of H. H. the Maharaja’s
Northern India Tour ... . .. 63,012 11,813
Donation to Indo-Colonial Institute, London 50,000
Miscellaneous ... 62,858 69,985
Total o 42,94,275 46,02,391
Grand Total ... 1,13,98,591 1,17,40,723

Receipts.—It will thus be seen that our Revenue has, on the whole, been about
2% lakhs better than in the year previous. The improvement was chiefly under
Excise, Forests, Stamps, Royalty on Gold Mines and interest on investments.

The Excise Revenue shows an increasec of a little more than one lakk. Of
this, Rs. 57,370 was under arrack. The duty on this article has remained the same
in both years and the cost to the consumer has been so high as Rs. 5 per gallon
20° under-proof. The consumption has notwithstanding increased, and on com-
paring the quantities on which duty was actually levied each year since 1885-86,
we find a confirmation of the opinion I advanced last year that high wages and
large importations of labor have been among the principal causes of the increased
consumption. In Chitaldrug, where the Railway works were in active progress,
the increase has been enoromous. In Kolar also, there has been a very large
increase owing to the progress of the gold mining industry and large public works.
The increase in Tumkur was chiefly due to Railway works. In Mysore, the large
public works in course of execution account for a considerable increase, while that
in Hassan and Kadur must be attributed in a great measure to the suppression of
illicit distillation in the Malnad and chiefly among the coffce coolies. In Banga-
lore and Shimoga, the increase has been very inconsiderable.
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We thus find that the increase due to suppression of illicit distillation is res-
tricted to remote and secluded localities. A larger rate of increase is observed in
the vicinity of the Railway, the Gold Mines of Kolar and our own large Public
works, where high wages of labor have prevailed; but a further and general in-
crease common to the whole’ Province can only be attributed to the years of good
rain-fall and plentiful harvests we have lately had. We may thus safely conclude
that the favorable character of the seasons, the cheap price of food grains and the
high wages of labor have all combined to increase the consumption of arrack. In
the present year, we have again raised the retail price per gallon, 20° under-proof,
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-5-0 by means of a reduction of the dram measure from #sth
to g8t part of an Imperial gallon. And this reduction has also the effect of at
once diminishing the quantity usually taken at a time by an individual.

The last year was the second year of the existing toddy contract under which
the annual revenue from this source is fixed at Rs. 7,32,000, and any small varia-
tions in the revenue realized in each year are due to some of the instalments not
being fully collected before the 31st March.

Under “ Forests,” sandalwood realized about 6 lakhs, being a decrease of nearly
% lakh as compared with 1887-88, due to a less favorable market for the article
in Bombay. But, on the other hand, our income from timber and miscellaneous
products was about 5 lakhs as against only 3 in 1887-83. On the whole, therefore,
there was an increase of nearly 1} lakh.

The Gold industry in the Kolar District shows considerable progress. The
precious metal extracted by the various'Companies, which weighed 15,403 oz. in
1887 rose to 35,073 oz. in 1888, the Mysore Company alone having produced 13,087
and 19,090 oz. in the two years. The royalty levied during the past year amounted
to over one lakh. )

Investments of the surplus revenue and deposits i the Madras Bank account
for an increase of Rs. 86,000.

The most important decrease has been under Land Revenue. 1t was entirely
due to the process now going on, year after year, of a gradual reduction of the
previous year’s arrears. In the beginning of the past three years, the arrears have
successively been Rs. 25,04,777, Rs. 18,05,879 and Rs. 13,99,079, and in the be-
ginning of the current year, they were Rs. 12,98,279.

As compared with 1887-88, there was collected during the last year, Rs
less arrears to the extent of . . 3,417,446
though more of the current year's demand was collected to the
extent of 2,29,904
Thus there was a net decrease of 1,17,542

The annual demand and not the actual collection gives a correct idea of the
present condition of the Land Revenue. T am happy to say that the demand for
1888-89, namely, Rs. 82,84,998, was the highest we have ever had. Before the
Rendition, the largest Land Revenue demand was 76 lakhs in 1867-68; in 1875-
76 it had fallen to 78% lakhs in the next year it fell to 643 lakhs owing to the
famine of that year, and in 1880-81, the year preceding the Rendition, it was
about 693 lakhs. During the next 4 years, there was some improvement, but during
tho last 4, the increase has been very marked as you will see by comparing the fol-
lowing figures for 1884-85 and the following years :— .
- ) Rs.

1884-85 . . e . 74,05,000
1885-86 e .. . . 77,86,000
1886-87 " 81,31,000
1887-88 . 81,41,000
1888-89 82,85,000

The part of the present increased revenue, due to the introduction of the Sur-
vey Settlement, is comnparatively insignificant, while the progressive increase due
to cxtension of cultivation will be seen by comparing the actual occupied arca
zluﬁ'ing the past 4 years. The occupied ares of the past four years has been as
ollows :—

~ Acres
In 1885-86 1,825,000
In 1886-87 5,100,000 _
In 1887-88 . 5,245,000

In 1888-89 5,384,000
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This shows the steady extension of cultivation, under the influence of the
highly propitious seasons we have been blessed with, during the past three years.
And I am happy to be able to congratulate the Province upon the excellent agricul-
tural prospects of the current year. .

Eazpenditure. —The total expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 1,17,40,000
being Rs. 3,42,000 more than in the previous year.

The principal increase was under “ Public Works "’ of about Rs. 4,02,000 owing
to many new works of importance which I shall refer to hereafter.

Under “ Forests,” there was an increase of Rs. 59,000, out of which Rs. 44,000
was on account of elephant kheddas and the remainder under conservancy and

establishinent, On new plantations the expenditure was Re. 86,000 as compared
with Rs. 68,000 in 1887-88.

Under “ Medical,” there was an increase of Rs. 25,000 owing to new dispensa-
ries and increments of pay to Assistant Surgeons.

Railway earnings and interest,—The three-quarters of net earnings of the
State Railway received from the Southern Mahratta Railway Company amounted
to Rs. 69,629 as against Rs. 2,78,250 in 1887-88. This great falling-off was, it is
believed, due to heavy charges against the revenue on account of repairs considered
necessary to the open line. On the other hand, the State had to pay Rs. 3,65,039
as guaranteed interest upon the expended portion of the Railway capital raised in
England.

Surplus.—Including Railway earnings received and guaranteed interest paids
the total receipts amounted to Rs. 1,32,89,717 and the total expenditure, to
Rs. 1,21,05,762 ; there was thus a surplus of Rs. 11,83,955 on the year’s transac-
tions and this, added to the opening balance on 1st April 1888, gave a total
revenue surplus of Rs. 77,35,835 at the close of the last year. Of this amount,
about 50 lakhs were in Government of India Pro-Notes; about 10 lakhs are being
similarly invested in the current year, and the remainder is a portion of the cash
balance required for the purposes of the administration throughout the year.

Budget estimates.—The Budget estimates of receipts for the current ycar,
cxclusive of the probable net earnings of the State Railway, amount to Rs.
1,27,26,000. These estimates are Rs. 4,94,000 less than the revenue realized in the
previous year. Under “ Land Revenue,” the estimate is only 82 lakhs, though with
the favorable season we are now having, there is every reasou to anticipate that
the collections may amount to about 84 lakhs. Small decreases appear undcr
“Excise,” “ Forest ” and other heads of Revenue, the estimates being based upon
the average receipts of previous years.

The estimated expenditure of the current year (exclusive of interest on the
English Railway Loan) amounts, according to the revised Budget, to Rs. 1,21,45,000
as compared with an actual of Rs. 1,17,40,723 in 1888-89. The principal heads
under which an increase is provided for are the following :—

Rs.

1,05,000.—Under “ Land Revenue,” chiely on account of the reinuneration of
village servauts and malnad inams.

87,000.—Under ‘‘Forests,” owing to an improved conservancy and thc
strengthening of establishment rendered necessary by the extcnsion
of operations.

30,000.—Under “Excise Establishment,” owing to the appointment of an
Excise Commissioner and increase in the subordinate staff, the
additional cost being fully met by the increase expected from the
reduction of the dram measure already referred to.

1,12,000.—Under * Education.” Of this amount, Rs. 69,000 is on account of
the re-transfer of Taluk Vernacular Schools from Local to Provin-
cial Funds. These charges hadbeen transferred from Provincial to
Local Funds during the financial pressure of 1879-80 but their
re-transfer has been deemed necessary in order to give effect to
the ariginal intention of devoting 24 per cent of the Local Cess,
exclusively to primary vcrnacular education in hobli and village
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schools for the benefit of the rural population. Rupees 22,000 is
the increase on account of grants-in-aid due to new schools for both
boys and girls, to the enlargement of existing schools and to the
re-transfer of certain charges which the Bangalore Municipality has
been paying for the last few years.

Railway estimates.—According to the revised Budget, the estimate of three-
quarters of net Railway earnings due to the State is Rs. 3,00,000 based upon a
careful forecast. The interest payable on account of Railway Capital raised in
England has been budgetted for at Rs. 6,53,100, being interest on £990,700-10-8,
the capital outlay up to date at an exchange rate of 1s. 4d. Thus, the net payment
required during the year on account of the Railway is about 3% lakhs.

Future financial arrangements. - Having thus cxplained the present condition
of both the revenuc and expenditure of the State, I now turn to the immediate
future. I beg to refer you to the statements of net income and expenditurc with
which you have been furnished. You will see from them that, excluding from con-
sideration Railway earnings and interest on Railway Capital, the annual surplus
during the next five years may safely be estimated at 15 lakhs. To this amount
has to be added %ths of net Railway earnings which are estimated at 3 lakhs 1n the
current year, rising by annual increments of } lakh to 43 lakhs in seven years.

Against this net total income, there would be charges on account of interest
on, and redemption of, Railway loans. T shall now explain the arrangements made
for meeting these charges. The Famine debt of 80 lakhs due to the British Gov-
ernment has now been fully lhquidated and the last payment on account of it
(namely, Rs. 1,99,404) was made on 31st December 1888. A fund has been formed
for the redemption of the Local Railway Loan of 20 lakhs and the first payment
into it of Rs. 2,00,596 was also made in December last. In the current and next
three years 4 lakhs per annum, and 1n 1893-94 Rs. 2,71,905, will be paid into this

Fund so as, with interest, to accumulate 20 lakhs for the repayment of the local
loan in the year 1902

From 1894-95 payments will be made towards another Fund for the redemption
of the English Railway Loan of £1,200,000. The annual payment required is
£14,630 per annum (equivalent to Rs. 2,19,450 at 1s. 4d.) for 42 years, the debt
being repayable in the year 1936. In addition to .these payments, interest on the
above-mentioned loans has to be paid, namely one lakh on the local loan and
£48,000 (equivalent to Rs. 7,20,000) on the English loan. Over and above these
payments on account of liabilities already incurred, a provision of 12 lakhs per
annum would be required during the next five years for important Irrigation Works
of famine-protection and for proposed new Railways. According to a careful fore-
cast, of which a translation is now before you, the Irrigation Works proposed
would involve an average annual addition of about 53 lakhs to the present Public
Works grant of 20 lakhs, while the total length of about 250 miles of proposed new
Railways (to be described hereafter) would require a capital of 120 lakhs and involve
an annual payment of about 6} lakhs, if the capital debt is to be redeemed simul-
taneously with the present English debt of £1,200,000. As we are at present
unable to make so large a provision as 12 lakhs per annum, it may be found neces-
sary to modify the Public Works Department forecast and atthe same time to
invest on new Railways a portion of the accumulated savings of the past few years.

These are matters which at present engage the careful consideration of His High-
ness’ Government.

It must not however be forgotten that there are several other demands more
or less pressing upon the resources of the State, such as the improvement of the
Shekdari and Amildari services, a revision of the Sayer on arecanut or of the land
tax upon the gardens, the formation of a Fund for Famine relief, etc.

Turning next to the working of the principal Departments of the State, the
first that claimns our attention is the Public Works Department. In my remarks
last year, I informed you that the works on the extension of the Railway from Gubbi
to Harihar were being pushed forward with vigour by the Southern Mahratta
Company. These works have since been completed and on the 5th August last,
the lines from Mysore to Tiptur, the south-eastern section, and fromn Harihar to
Tiptur, the northern section, of our State Railway were finally linked ‘together,
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and the through line declared open by His Highness the Maharaja. It is needless
for me to enlarge here on the blessings which this great work will confer on the
Province. They are recognized by all the members of this Assemnbly and already
have we the happiness of feeling that a large area of the country is fully protected
from the worst results of the Famine. But it is not proposed to rest here. The
Government of India have now before themn proposals for the extension southwards
from Mysore to Gudalur (about 64 miles in Mysore) and there is every probability
of the first section of this extension as far as Nanjangud being taken in hand this
year. And on this extension thirough our southern taluks, there will follow in due
course, it is hoped, branches from Bangalore to Hindupur, about 54 miles, from
Birur to Shimoga, about 37 miles and from Arsikere to Mysore via Hassan, Hole-
Narsipur, 4nd Yedatore, with a possible extension to Fraserpet, about 110 miles;
though in what order and at what rate of annual progress these extensions will
actually be undertaken it is as yet impossible to say, as these questions must depend
on the definite settlement of our future financial position and of the relations of
the State to the Southern Mahratta Company. You may rest assured, however,
that the subject is ever present in our mind and that no effort will be spared to
secure to Mysore a system of Railway communications as complete and perfect as
we can make it.

Our policy in regard to ordinary Public works continues to be carried out
steadily on the lines indicated in my Address of last year, and a perusal of the Pub-
lic Works Budget of the current year will show you exactly what is being done
under all heads. You will observe that, of a total grant from the State of
Rs. 21,00,000 (I exclude District Funds from consideration just now), Rs. 41,913
have been set apart for Military buildings, Rs. 2,93,396 for Civil buildings,
Rs. 5,78,162 for Communications, Rs. 1,37,452 for Miscellancous public improve-
ments and Rs. 10,49,077 for Irrigation works.

Under the first head, the outlay is for providing decent and healthy barracks
for the Mysore forces.

Under the second head, the chief outlay is on the Public buildings you sec
springing up around you here in Mysore, on a few new Taluk Cutcherries necessary
to supersede old and completely dilapidated offices and on numerous dispensaries than
which there can be no institutions more worthy of liberal aid from the State.

Under the third head, “ Communications,” a large portion of the grant is given
to the great bridges at Hariharpur, Balehonnur and Belur, whilst Railway feeders,
accommodation for travellers and above all, “maintenance,” an ever-increasing
item, absorb the remainder.

Under the fourth head, “Miscellaneous public improvements,” the water-supply,
drainage, and general improvements of the Mysore City in order to place the South-
ern Capital on a footing befitting its dignity and traditions, take nearly the whole
of the allotment available for such purposes.

And under the fifth head, the long list of tanks and channels enumcrated in
detail in" the Budget is sufficient evidence of the attention which is being given to
the requirements of our Irrigation works all over the Province. To touch in detail
on any of these works would needlessly occupy your time and attention but I think
every member of this Assembly will be able to see in the list, works in which the
taluk he represents is specially interested, and, as I said last year, should parti-
cular works be wanting which you deem to be deserving of consideration, they
have but to be brought to notice, to receive the attention of our Engineers in due
course.

In the above remarks, I excluded District Funds from consideration, though
they are included in the Public Works Budget. They are distinct from the State
grants for works, and are, as you are aware, administered by District Boards who
select the works to be carried on by the Engineers and allot the amounts available.
These funds go altogether to local roads and local minor requirements. Although
the total of these funds amounts to the handseme figure of Rs. 5,26,000, the exten-
sion of local roads has of recent years been so great and there is such need for main-
taining them in better order, that we have found it necessary to relieve the Dis-
trict Fund Budget of several of the more important lines (most of which were
formerly maintained from Provincial funds), and to classify them as Provincial so
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that phejr maintenance now falls, and must for some time continue to fall, on the
Provincial grants. This relief will, it is hoped, enable the several Boards to bring
up the existing local roads to a better standard and to assign larger funds to the
Inore pressing sanitary requirements of their districts—requirements which, I am
sure, will readily enlist your sympathy and co-operation. And I may add that with-
out your active co-operation in measures of this kind, and similar co-operation on
the part of all the more enlightened and leading inhabitants of the country, the
successful inauguration and enforcement of sanitary measures, such as I allude to,
must be a practical impossibility to the State and to the Local Boards.

Last year, I placed before you the comparative progressive outlay on irriga-
tion during the preceding G years. The statement showed that the expenditure
had risen gradually from Rs. 3,28,368 in 1881-82 to Rs. 7,14,277 1n 1887-88.
I may now add that in 1888-39, it amounted to Rs. 9,61,950, winlst 1n the cur-
rent year we anticipate an outlay of 103 lakhs.

Having thus disposed of the past and present, I may now touch briefly on the
future. The forecast programme to which I had already occasion to refer has been
prepared in the Public Works Scerctariat after very careful scrutiny, and it 1n-
cludes all projects costing each over Rs. 20,000, which it is proposed to undertake
during the next 5 years, if all goes well. The programme contewplates an annual
outlay (exclusive of minor works, repairs and maintenance) as follows :—

Rs.
In 1890.91 .. e 9,19,000
,» 1891-92 .. .. 13,63,000
. 1892-93 .. . .. 14,777,000
» 1893-94 - . 15,41,000
» 1894-95 .. .. 15,29,000

It embraces all known requirements under “ Military and Civil bmldings.”
“ Roads,” and ‘‘ Miscellaneous public improvements,” whilst under “ Irrigation
are entered all major works already sanctioned or about to be sanctioncd, as well
as all projects which are under contemplation, but which, in the present stage of
investigation, cannot as yet be pronounced as absolutely remunerative and feasible.
All that can at present be said of these is that a selection has been made of such
as are likely to turn out well. The great Marikanave Dam is included and so 1s a
great project for a new Anicut across the Cauvery, to be called after His Highness
the Maharaja, together with an extensive system of new irrigation therefrom and
the permanent improvement of the old Chikka Devaraya Sagar, Virjanadi and De-
varaya systems. The irrigation works entered in the programnme are expected to
cost in the aggregate the large sum of 90} lakhs, but the outlay would be distri-
buted as follows over the current and next tive years :—

Rs

1888-89 5,79,000
1889-90 . 9,75,000
1890-91 .. 10,038,000
1891-92 11,51,500
1892-93 .. . . 12,42,000
1893-94 N . . 12,990,000

62,45,500

thus leaving a swin of about 28 lakhs to be provided in future years.

The above is a very extensive and satisfactory programine of Public works
for the next five years, but whether it can be carried out in its integrity must de-
pend on the exact state of the public Treasury year after year.

All T can now announce is it is our present intention to adhere as far as pos-
sible and as far as our means will allow, to this forecast which exhibitstoyou in a
practical and readily intelligible form the progressive policy we are pursuing in
regard to Public works. A translation of the forecast is now before you and I
shall be glad to receive and consider any suggestions by way either of alterations
or additions which you may be able to make from your intimate knowledge of local
wants and local interests.

Tank maintenance.—I cannot close my remarks on this department of our
administration without alluding to the scheme of tank maintenance which
, >
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commanded your attention during the last two years, and which continues to eneross
the attention of our district officials. In many taluks a conspicuous measutr’e of
success has been achieved and the ryots have come to recognize their direct and
deep interest in the success of the scheme. But I regret toosay there are still not
a few taluks, notably in the Kolar District, where the ryots still hold back. It is
however hoped that the good example set in Shimoga, Arsikere, Sira, Hiriyur and
Mandya will soon be followed throughout the other taluks of the Province. As I
did before, I now appeal to you again to use your influence with the people to pro-
mote a measure in which their interests and well-being are so largely involved.

Revenue administration—Advantage has been taken of the introduction of
the new, Revenue Code to inaugurate a system for the regular hearing and disposal of
-all reveﬂue watters coming before the Government in appeal or revision. The
Revenue Code excludes from the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts an important class
of questions which arise before the Revenue authorities and it is essential that
these and other matters involving rights and often of a quasi-judicial nature should
not be finally decided without thorough investigation, and full opportunity given to
the parties interested to support their claims and contentions. Under such circum-
stances, His Highness the Maharaja has been pleased to direct that all Revenuc
appeals and revision cases coming before the Government shall be heard and de-
cided by at least two Mewmbers of His Highness’ Council, that the procedure ad-
opted should in essence be that of the Civil Courts and that the decisions passed
should be published monthly.

Judicial changes—The question of reconstituting the District and Scssions
Court at Bangalore, or of adopting some other alternative for removing the anowa-
ly of the three Judges of the Chief Court having to hear an appeal ‘trom onc of
themselves, has lately been under the consideration of the Government. In the
interests of a more popular administration of justice, a better arrangement has
long been called for, but our difficulty has been to reconcile the constlzution of a
District and Sessions Court at Bangalore with leaving sufficient work for the three
Judges of the Chief Court. After full consideration, the Government have decided
to alter the Chief Court Regulation so as to allow of the appointment of a District
and Sessions Judge at Bangalore for the original and appellate criminal work of a
Sessions Court and for the original civil work of a District Court, leaving to the
Chief Court all civil appeals from the Munsiffs of the Nandidroog Division. This
arrangement would enable the Sessions Judge to be appointed to hold trials at the
headquarters of each district once in two or three months, thereby saving to the
numerous witnesses called upon to attend Sessions trials, the inconvenience and
expense of a long journey. It will also give the Judges of the Chief Court more
time than they have now to devote to the inspection of Subordinate Courts. Alto-
gether, the measure is one calculated generally to improve the administration of
justice and especially of criminal justice.

Forests.—To conserve all eligible forest tracts and to husband their resources,
to aid natural reproduction by artificial means, to replace indiscriminate felling by
systematic operations, to allow the agricultural classes facilities for grazing and for
meeting their essential wants and to ensure an unfailing supply of sandalwood—
these have been the cardinal principles of the policy of His Highness’ Government
in‘their Forest administration. ' .

Forest conservancy, indeed, is a most beneficial measure and although attended
with some immediate temporary inconveniences, its eventual advantages are mani-
fold and unquestionable.

During the past year, reserved forests received considerable accessions and up-
wards of 232 square miles of more or less valuable jungle tracts were brought under
conservancy regulations. Large additions were made to the planted area, 2,883
acres or nearly four square miles being stocked with timber and fuel trees.

While thus increasing the forest resources and revenue, the interests of the agri-
cultural classes have not been overlooked. These are exempt from payment for
fuel for their own use and for unreserved wood and certain forest produce for their
gricultural purposes. They can obtain on favorable rates timber and bamnboos for
uilding purposes.

Sandalwood which forins the back-bone of the Forest Revenue, is continuing to
ive ml:oh attention. Over large tracts, the cultivation of this valuable tree is
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being carried on with systewmat.c careand attention. And natural sandal preserves
have been brought under protection. The ancient system of sandalwood conservancy
and growth being looked after by a special establishment of Manegars has been
revived. The collections of sandalwood last year were enhanced by the removal of
old roots abandoned or forgotten in former years. The dethand for sandalwood has
risen high within the past two years, as evidenced by the high rates secured.

The subordinate service in the Forest Department has been improved by the
scale of its pay being brought more into harmony with that of the corresponding
grades in other departments. The establishment has had likewise to be
strengthened in consequence of the expansion of operations. -

Three graduated students have been deputed for special training in the Forest
School at Dehra Dun and are intended to strengthen the superior grades in which
there are already three graduated Sub-Assistant Conservators who passed out of the
Forest School some time back. Three Rangers already in service are also under-
going the prescribed Forest course at Dehra Dun.

Elephant kheddas.—The total expenditure on kheddas has been Rs. 66,000.
This amount includes a sum of Rs. 30,000, being the cost of 12 Aumke elephants
brought from Dacca for khedda operations. Altogether, 61 elephants were caught.
Of these, 31 of the value of Rs. 26,680 were retained. We expect another catch
within two months, and the value of soine 25 elephants to be retained out of these
is estimated at about Rs. 25,000. There will thus be a substantial profit on the
year’s operations. But in organizing khedda operations, an important object we
had in view was to afford relief to ryots from the depredations of wild clephants.
These animals would appear to have increased largely and to have begun to cause
scrious damage to crops in parts of Mysore, Kadur and Shimoga. The experience
gained in Mysore will be useful in turning these pests into sources of profit.

Education.—Education in all its branches has continued to advance, and the
improvement has perhaps been most marked in vernacular and primary education.
The statistics show that there ars now 19 taluk schools with from 150 to 300
pupils in each and 29 othets with from 100 to 150. The formation of prosperous
hobli schools into taluk branch schools has now become a very popular measure,
and there are already more than 100 such schools, the largest of which are scarcely
inferior to taluk schools and have an attendance of from 100 to 300 pupils. Mean-
while, fresh requisitions for hobli schools are being continually received, and the
Government have found it necessary, as already explained, to relieve the Local Funds,
originally designed for primary education, from charges on account of taluk
schools.

The wants of English instruction are well met by the existing colleges and
high schools at district head-quarters and the municipal schoolsin taluk stations.
The results of the University Examinations have been, on the whole, favourable
‘and testify to the maintenance of a good standard.

Government aid has been newly given to a large number of private schools
among which are included nany giving instruction in Sanskrit. The promotion of
the study of Sanskrit in conjunction with that of Kanarese, is calculated to raise the
general standard of education in the country, and the annual examinations con-
ducted by the Palace Pandits in connection with the Mysore Sanskrit College
provide a trustworthy criterion by which to test the efficiency of the large number
of Sanskrit schools now in existence.

Female education is advancing in every direction and may now be considered
as an object of general approval. Her Highness the Maharani’s Girls’ School at
Mysore 1s looked up to as a guide, and many new and successful schools have been
established in various parts. The recent appointment of a lady from England as
the Lady Supcrintendent is an important step from which very good results are
expected.

Archeology.—The Archzological survey was extended over nine taluks and
one sub-taluk. The inscriptions obtained include several of considerable antiquity
and importance, especially those of the Kadamba, Rashtrakuta and Ganga kings.

Several manuscript works of the highest value for the history of the Kanarese

language and literature have been acquired. They tend to show that a high state
of general culture prevailed a thousand years ago, especially in parts now Lknown
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as the Southern Mahratta country” but technically recognized as the “ Karnataka
Prant” which are dircetly united with Mysore by, the recently opened line of
Railway.

Anche.-- The transfer of the local Anche to the Imperial Posta! Department
was effected on 1st Apnl 1889. The change financially is a decided gain to the
State to the extent of Ils. 60,000 per annum. But in agreeing to the trunsfer, the
Durbar have been swayed by considerations higher than those of mere financial
gain. Surrounded on every side by British Territory and 1its highly devcloped
Postal system, the 1solation of the local Post could not long continue without caus~
irlg marked inconvemence to trade and without mnpeding general progress. With
the railways and roads which are now so rapidly opening out every part of the
couniry and thc growth of commercial relations with other parts of India, Mysore
is expected to keep pace with the requirements of the times. Requisitions had
indeed been made from various quarters for the insurance of parcels, money orders,
telegrgph offices and other new wants, such as are clsewhere met by the Postal
Department. But it was apparent that such an elaborate system could not usefully
be attempted by a purely local Post, for, the essential condition of success in every
Postal system is centralized control and absolute uniformity of rules and organiza-
tion. There were some difficultics in iinproving our own dncle s0 as to give the
public all these advantages and to fit it in to the Imperial system. These considera-
tions influenced His Highness’ Government in deciding to amalgamate the local
with the lmperial Post and they believe that the measure will very materially add
to the convenience of the people.

Military force for Tmperial Service—You are doubtless aware that the various
Native Princes throughout India, including our own Maharaja, made offers some
time back to reorganize and improve their Military forces, and to place them at
the disposal of the Imperial Government for active service with the regular armies
of the Empire. These offers were all received in the spirit in which they were made,
and the process of reorganization and improvement of existing armies at once coi-
menced. Major Mellis was deputed to control the work of reorganization and the
scheme has already been completed as regards Kashmir and the Punjab and Raj-
putana States. Its extension to States further from the North-Western Frontier has
now commenced, and Major Mellis is expected shortly to visit Mysore on his im-
portant mission. The Mysore army having, from various causes, been greatly
reduced from tume to time, the offer of His Highness the Maharaja was not
merely to improve the existing forces but to raise and maintain a suitable new force.
There is in the State excellent military material from which a very efficient force
can readily be raised. In physique the Mysorean is far superior to the average
man of the plains, and he 1s specially noted for his endurance and hard work in
distant countries and under the most trying conditions of climate and fatigue. The
Bedar Infantry and the Mysore Cavalry, so well known for their valor, were all
drawn from warlike classes who are indigenous to the country, and who will now,
as of old, furnish excellent recruits for a new army. Our climmate places usin a
better position than most other Provinces for maintaining an excellent Cavalry;
and with our well-known Amrit Mahal cattle, we possess exceptional advantages in
the matter of transport. These considerations and the traditions of the Royal
Family of Mysore induced His Highness to place the military resources of the
State at the disposal of the Empire, and His Highness eagerly looks forward to the
day when he will have the satisfaction to know that his State is able to take a
direct part in Imperial Defence, in a way befitting its own high rank and its obli-
gations to the Empire.

It is now my pleasing duty to announce to you that His Royal Highness
Prince Albert Victor, the grandson of our beloved Sovereign the Quecn-Empress
has been pleased to accept our invitation to visit Mysore in the course of his tour
through India in November next. The Durbar, I need hardly assure you, have
adopted measutes for welcoming the Royal Visitor in a manner befitting his exalted
rank. Her Majesty the Queen has, by according her gracious sanction to this
visit of the Piince to India, given us another proof of her love to India and its
people. To the Royal House of Mysore, Her Majesty and her Government have
throughout been particularly kind and His Highness feels that the expected visit of
she illustrious Prince will further strengthen the interest Her Gracious Majesty
takes in all that concerns the well-being of Mysore.

MYSORE, } K. SHESHADRI IYER,

9th October 1889. Dewan of Mysore.
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GENTLEMEN,

1 have much pleasure in laying before you to-day by command of His Highness
the Maharaja, statements of the Revenue and Expenditure of the State durmrr the
past official year, together with a few brief observations in explanation of the more
important variations as compared with the previous year.

Our Reccipts under all heads of income, excepting the Railway, have been as
follows :—
1888-89 1889-90

Rs. Rs

T.and Revenue .. 83,96,337 89,21,826
Excise . . 15,99,615 17,62,566
Forest 11,35,393 13,68,866
Stamps .. - 5,55,746 5,92,847
Sayer . 4,07,568 4,16,081
Mohatarfa, .. 3,29,559 3,58,115
Law and Justice mcludmf' Jaal Recelpts . 64,698 73,541
Post Office - . 76,206 2,132
Registration . 59,605 64,916
Amrut Mahal . 49,803 39,164
Education 26,159 33,194
Salt . 27,391 33,808
Public Works 20,150 15,792
Gold Mining . . 1,08,526 1,96,638
Medical .. 3,522 8,739
Scientific and other Mmor Depa,rtments . . 6,842 13,568
Interest on arrears of Land Revenue .. 29,003 36,868
Profit or Loss on Investment in Government Pro -Notes ... 5,498 720
Interest on Investment in Government Pro.-Notes . 1,81,499 2,25,265
Interest on Current Deposﬂ; Ma.dm.s Bank ... .. 51,153 51,818
Miscellaneous . .- e 85,815 77,819

Total .. 1,32,20,088 1,42,94,283

Our Expenditure under all heads (Railway excepted). has been as follows : —

AI
1888-89 1889-90
Rs. Rs.

Subsidy s e 24,50,000 24,50,000
Civil Last 13,00,000 13,00,000
Repayment of Fa.mme Loa.n 1,99,104 ‘.
Payment towards Railway Loans Redempt.lon Fund 2,00,596 4,00,000
Interest on Local Raillway Loan: .. 97,986 1,11,907
Political pensions including a.llowa.nces in heu of Jahgir ... 1,01,623 1,00.640
Mlitary Force 7,28,658 7.36,266

Total +° ... 50,78,266 50,98,813

——
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B.
1884-89 1589-90
Rs. Rs.
Administration and Public Departments 2,04,873 2,28,829
o [ Deputy Commissioners and Establishments 1,68,366 1,66,092
£ | Assistant Commissioners and Establishments 61,182 60,076
% 2 | Taluk Establishinents 3,20,826 - 3,19,916
ot :.;" Revenue Smivey .. 1,73,538 1,86,654
2E { Tnam Department 7,761 7,793
3 © ; Remuneration of Village Servants . 4,20,964 9,003,803
= [ Other items ... 26,205 36,727
Exaise 26,865 53,213
Forost . . 4,56,778 5,14,821
Stamps o . 21,545 21,197
Sayer . . - 14,096 13,729
Stationery and Piinting . . N 73,702 79,284
Avnut Mahal . 31,762 27,585
Scientihc and other Minor Departments 51,603 76,556
Total 20,60,066 23,48,275
C

1888-89 1889-90
Rs. Re,

Law and Justice including Jails ... ,49,895 7.55,369

7
Police 5,96,034 6,22,801
Education . s s . 1,80,920 2,61,770
Muzrai .. 2,81,964 2,78,663
Medical . . 1,89,685 1,75,406
Superannualion pensions and gratuitios . 2,10,937 2,67,873
Public Works 19,82,076  21,91,404
Post Office . 1,36,920 16,664

Registration e v e .- 28,967 29,563
British Officers’ furlough and absentee allowances, retiring

gratuities, compensation allowances and leave and pen-

sionary contiibutions. 30,668 23,019
Interest on Mysore Savings Bank Deposits ... 52,919 57,503
Refunds 46,029 66,014
Purchase and repair of tents 3.579 14,839
Miscellaneous . 81,798 89,641

Total ... 46,02,391  48,50,429
Grand Total ... 1,17,40,723 1,22,97.517

Receipts.—It is satisfactory to note that our total income during the past year
is an advance upon that of the previous year, by the large sumn of about 103 lakhs.

"Land Revenue—'To this gratifying result, almost every important item of
revenue has contributed, the most striking improveinent having taken place under
Land Revenue, from nearly 84 lakhs to about 894 lakhs. Of the total increase of
51 lakhs uunder this head, about 3 lakhs may be attributed to a greater activity in
the collection of the current year's revenue demand; Rs. 79,575 to the introduc-
tion of the Survey and Settlement into the Kolar and Seringapatain taluks and 13
lakhs to extension of cultivation in all parts of the Province, the aggregate area
taken up newly for cultivation being over 13 lakhs of acres. This large increase in
the cultivated arca was due to a favorable season, to the iwproveuent of our
wrrigation works and to the stimulus given to agriculture generally by the cowple-
tion of the Mysore.Harihar Railway.

The Land Revenue demand for the year stood at Rs. 85,25,000, as compared
with Rs, 82,84,000 in the previous year and the uncollected balance (including pre-
vious years’ arrcars) was only about 8} lakhs at the close of the year against 13
lakhs at the close of 1888-89.

Forest.—The next important increase has been under * Forests,” from
Rs. 11,35,393 to Rs. 13,68,866. , Owing to a better market for sandal, we were able to
realize from its sale the large rdvenue of Rs. 882,031 against only Rs. 597,970 in
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the previous year, and the sale of elephants caught in the recently established
kheddas brought a new incoine of Rs. 55,582.  Per contra, there was a fall under
“ Timber” from Rs. 3,13,252 to Rs. 1,75,951, owing chiefly to the smaller quantity
of sleepers supplied to the Railway. And with minor increases under “ Fuel sup-
plied to Railways " and “ Miscellaneous receipts,” the net increase under “ Forests "
amounted to Rs. 2,33,473.

Lzcuse, - Excise hasagain risen. Under “ Arrack,” there was the large increase
of Rs. 1,569,748, notwithstanding our attempt to make the article more costly to the
consumer by increasing the retail price from Rs. 6 to Rs. 5-5-0 per gallon 20°
under-proof, as explained to you in my Address of last year.

The quantity which was issued for consumption and upon which duty was
levied during the year, was 303,000 gallons (exclusive of the Civil and Military
Station of Bangalore) as against 275,000 in the previous year. The actual con-
sumption was 296,831 gallons, being an increase of about 25,000 gallons as com-
pared with 1888-89. This increase was not due to any new retail shops opened
during the year. For, in the Shimoga district where there was an increased
consumption of about 6,000 gallons, the principal increase was in the taluks of
Tirthahalli, Shimoga, Sagar, Shikarpur, Sorab and Honnali, in none of which, ex-
cepting the last named taluk, was there any increase in the number of retail shops.
In the Bangalore City, there was an increase of 1,772 gallons consumred, though no
new retail shops had been opened. The Kadur district accounts for an increase
of 3,875 gallons with the same number of shops as in the previous year, while the
Mysore and Hassan districts, where the number of shops was reduced, show an
increased consumption of 1,800 and 3,000 gallons respectively. Owing probably to
the cessation of Railway works, there was a decrease of about 1,400 gallons in the
Chitaldrug district, while in Tuinkur, there was but a very trifling inercasc of
300 gallons. In Kolar, owing to the rising gold-mining industry, there was the
large increased consumption of 5,400 gallons. Under such circumstances, it is
reasonable to infer that the larger consumption of the past year was the result of
an abundant harvest and the good wages comnmanded by labour of all kinds on our
numerous Public Works and on the gold mines.

Under “Toddy,” there was a decrease of about Rs. 30,000, while the proceeds
of the increased establishment-cess imposed last year show a corresponding increase.

Gold Mining—The Royalty recovered from gold mines amounted to
Rs. 1,96,638, being Rs. 88,112 more than in the previous year. The industry in
Kolar shows signs of increasing prosperity, while operations in Harnhalli give
promise of very good results in the near future.

Under *‘ Stamps” and ‘‘ Mohatarfa,” there was the considerable increase of
Rs. 37,000 and 28,000, respectively, while the income from interest on Investments
and Current Bank Deposits amounted to Rs. 2,77,000 against Rs. 2,38,000 in the
previous year.

All other items of revenue genérally show a small increase under each head .
due doubtless to the exceptional prosperity of the past year.

Under “ Post Office ” which was managed by the Imperial Postal Department
throughout the year, the State derived no income, except a few miscellaneous re-
ceipts amounting to about Rs. 2,000.

E.penditure—~The total expenditure under all heads (excepting the railway)
amounted to Rs. 1,22,97,517, being Rs. 5,56,794 more than in 1888-89. The prin-

cipal items of increase are the following: —
Rs.

1,32,000. Under “ Remuneration of Village Servants,” owing to the payment of previous years,
arrears and to new sanctions for recently settled taluks.

58,000. Under * Forests,” owing to extension of Khedda operations and the strengthering of
the subordinate establishment.

80,000, Under “ Education,” owing to the tramsfer, from Local Funds, of the cost of taluk
Vernacular education, and from the Bangalore City Municipahty, of certain education-
al grants-in-aid as explained by me last year.

2,09,000. Under “ Public Works,” on account of large important works which I shall fully
explain hereafter.

The other items of increased expenditure call for no special remark.

D. A. _ %
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The abolition of the Local Post Office, the gross expenditure on which in
1888-89 was Rs. 1,36,920, has resulted in a net saving under that head of
Rs. 61,000 per annum on an average.

Railway Receipts and Expenditure—Three-fourths of net railway earnings
credited to the State during the year amounted to Rs. 1,79,574, as compared with
a sum of Rs. 6,908,391 paid by the State on account of interest on the railway
capital raised by the Southern Mahratta Railway Company in England. Thus the
net payment during the year on account of the Mysore-Harihar Railway was
Rs. 5,18.817. To this should be added Rs. 818 paid to the Southern Mahratta
Railway Company 1n adjustment of certain old items and Rs. 1,541 spent upon the
survey of\the Hindupur line, thus making the net expenditure on account of rail-
ways Rs. 5,21,176.

Including railway earnings received, the total revenue amounted to
Rs. 1,44,73,857, and including the guaranteed Interest and other payments made
on account of railways, the total expenditure was Rs. 1,29,98,267. Thus the net
surplus of the year was Rs. 14,75,580, which, added to the opening balance on 1st
April 1889 (Rs. 77,35,834), gave a closing balance on 3lst March 1890 of
Rs. 92,11,424. Of this amount, Rs. 61,50,200 are now held in Government Securi-
ties, and in addition to 1t, we now have Rs. 6,18,859 to the credit of the Railway
Loans Redemption Fund, the establishment of which was explained in my Address
to you last year.

I may here add that our surplus last year would have been much larger but
for the heavy payments —direct and indirect—which had to be made on account of
the railway whose net earnings give but a very inadequate return on our capital
outlay and annual payments for interest and sinking fund. At the time of the
transfer of the railway to the Southern Mahratta Railway Company, it was calcu-
lated by the financial advisers of the British Government that, after the completion
of the extension to Harihar, the railway would give the State in the first year an
income of 3 lakhs, rising by annual increments of  lakh to 43 lakhs in the 7th and
subsequent years. But judging from present earnings, there is reason to apprehend
that the anticipations of the forecast will not be realized for several years to come.

An examination of the figures I have already placed before you will show you
how materially our available surplus is reduced by our present financial arrangements
connected with the railway. Our payments have been:—

Rs.

(@) Towards the Railway Loan Redemption Fuund .. 4,00,000
(b) Interest on Mysore Railway Loan of 20 Lakhs 1,11,907
(¢} Guaranteed Interest on English Railway Loan... 6,98,391
(d) Miscellaneous payments to Southern Mahratta Raillway Company ... 818

Total . 12,11,116
Against this expenditure, our income was only e 1,79,574
thus giving under the Mysore-Haribar Railway, a net deficit of Rupees ... 10,31,542

Budget Estimates.— The Budget Estimates of receipts for the current year as
revised amount to Rs. 1,39,35,000 against an actual income of Rs. 1,44,73,000
during the past year, as it has not been deemed prudent to base our calculations
upon the waintenance of the exceptionally high figures attained by land revenue
and sandal sales in that year.

The Budget Estimates of expenditure have been framed very much on the lines
of last year’s actuals and they amount to Rs. 1,29,46,000. A substantial additional
provision will, however, soon become necessary on account of the Hindupur Railway
on which we expect to be able to begin work within the next few months.

Agriculture~—The past year’s record of agriculture was one of general prosper-
ity. Theseason was, on the whole, favourable and a good crop was harvested
throughout the Province. Towards the end of the year, owing to an apprehended
scarcity in some districts of Madras, there was a brisk export of food grains at prices
higher than the average. ’

Cattle generally were in good condition, though diseases aﬁxong them, ruore or
less severe, preva,iled in various parts of the Province. We have at present no
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special agency to grapple with cattle disease in an epidemic form. The proposed
Ba:cterlologlca.l Laboratory at Poona will, it is hoped, enable the State to train special
officers and to supply the want which is now fels.

The silk industry which revived in this Province a few years ago shows signs
of progress and continues to receive great impetus from the comparative iinmunity
of the worms from disease and from the superior quality of the silk produced.

With a view to the wider spread of information about improved methods in
agriculture, Government have it in contemplation to endow a larger number than
hitherto of scholarships to be held in the Madras Agricultural College, the students
being selected from among bona fide land—owning classes of different taluks, on the
condition that, after completing their course of instruction, they carry on agricul-
ture on their own lands and farms. By thus creating agricultural centres on
improved principles in different parts, Government hope to bring about a gradual
and steady permeation, through the community, of information respecting improved
methods of agriculture and other industries connected with it. What is contem-
plated above is intended to be partly educational and partly practical; bub it is
hopeless to expect much from agriculture till the prices of agricultural produce are
more remunerative than at present, or rather till the land available for cultivation
is much less than at present, and the necessity arises for extracting more produce
from the same land.

Industries.—It is, however, to indigenous industries that we must look for the
growth of capital and wealth in our midst and for real progress in other directions.
With the general poverty of thé people on the one hand, and their growing intelli-
gence on the other, our great want doubtless 1s the cstablishinent of suitable
industries on a scale calculated to afford a variety of remunerative occupations to
large numbers and thus to obviate profitless competition within narrow spheres,
Under such circumstances, it behoves the Government to do everything in its
power not only to foster existing local industries but also to establish new ones
wherever possible, and recognizing the principle that a far more powerful agency in
this matter than Government is the enterprise and intelligence of the people them-
selves, it has always been our policy to give every reasonable encouragement for
the growth of new industries. The specially liberal terms accorded to Gold Mining
at the first start and the help given to the Cotton and Woollen Mills at Bangalore
were dictated by this policy. And, influenced by like considerations His Highness’
Government have, for some time past, been endeavouring to find means for opening
up the iron wealth of the Province. On the one hand, it is obvious that there is no
industry that islikely to advance our material prosperity as effectually and as rapidly
as that of iron, while on the other hand, rich iron ore abounds in various parts of the
Province and lies unutilized on any remunerative scale, as the local manufacture is
all carried on in small and insignificant works without the aid of machinery or
those modern appliances which help to turn out large quantities at a low cost. The
result has been that the country is being flooded by Europe articles which have
well nigh driven the local manufacture from the field. Under such circumstances,
I believe you will be glad to hear that a native gentleman who has studied the
subject for many years and who has visited most of the principal iron-producing
countries of Europe, has offered to start iron works in the Malvalli taluk of the
Mysore district, on an extensive scale and on the most improved principles, and
has expressed his readiness to risk a large amount of capital and labour on the
venture. A memo of the terms on which His Highness’ Government propose to
grant him permission to mine for iron has already been published, and we are now
in correspondence with him as to the guarantee he is prepared to give for the early
fulfilment of the object in view. In explanation of the more important items of
the concession, I may observe that, at present, iron ore from Government lands is
allowed free to all, and it is proposed to guarantee such freedom for 50 years to the
new industry, without creating any monopoly of the article in its favor. There
would also be a similar guarantee for 25 years against the imposition of export and
import duties which do not at present exist. The only other important concession
relates to the supply of wood-fuel. For the first 10 years, it is proposed to give
a supply of wood-fuel free of seigniorage and during the second and tk}ird deqades,
at Re.1 and Rs. 2 respectively per acre of fuel tract felled. The fellings will be
restricted to tracts carefully selected so as to benefit the health of the neighbour-
hood and not to prejudice the climate and so situated as to the railway and large
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centres of population that the fuel therefrom has no present market value. The
fellings, moreover, will be confined to small detached blocks aggregating five square
miles per annuni, thus making impossible the clearing of any continuous large area;
and even in such blocks, there will be left standing the more valuable timber trees
of the reserved kind as well as all bearing fruit trees. A block once worked will
not be allowed to be touched for 20 years, thus allowing ample time for regenera-
tion by natural regrowth, which, in 15 to-20 years, will fully equal the original
stock. It is moreover proposed 1o establish a plantation on the half a square mile
to be clean-filled each year in special eligible situations, and valuable additions to
our forest resources will thus be made by yearly accretions of half a square mile of
well-stocked plantation carrying valuable wood (with an admixture of sandal), in
qua.r;)tlby as much as is contained in 5, 10 or even more square miles of the present
scrub.

Turning next to the money value of the fuel concession, I would observe that
the jungles 1n question are not, like the Malnad Forests, covered with a dense
vegetation, but contain very inferior scrub, from each acre of which we may, on a
very favorable computation, estimate a firewood supply of 5 or 6 cart-loads. 'The
seigniorage on this would be about Ks. 1,200 or 1,440 per square mile, or Rs. 6,000
or 7,200 on the whole area of 5 square miles to be allowed per annum. The fuel
concesgion would thus amount to an annual remission of this sum for the first
decade and half of it during the second, full rates being charged during the third.
Against this concession, has to be set off the cost of clean-felling of half a square
mile of jungle every year, which may be put down at Rs. 5 per acre or about
Rs. 1,600 on half a square mile. The concession will thus be reduced to Rs. 4,400
or 5,600 per annum during the first decade and to Rs. 1,400 or 2.000 diring the
second. During the third ten years, it amounts to nil in favor of the concession-
awre and Rs. 1,600 per annum in favor of the State. All the above calculation
assumes that the fuel from the tract in question has a present marketable value,
which, however, it does not, as a matter of fact, now possess, and it can attain any
possible value hereafter only by sinelting operations near the place of growth conduct-
ed on a large scale, as the direct result of the concession itself. It is also important
o bear in mind that we have provided that the fuel in question must all be used
directly and exclusively on the new industry, and that therefore the quantity actually
taken will be strictly proportionate to the extent of the iron works actually carried on.

Taken as a whole, the terms we offer to the new industry are insignificant
when eompared with the encouragement given for simjlar industries by nations who
now take a high rank in the world as manufacturers and who considered heavy pro-
tection duties not too high a price to pay for the fostering of new industries and
have reaped their reward in the rapid development of their mineral wealth.

It wmnust, however, be admitted that attempts elsewhere to establish an iron in-
dustry in India have failed from various causes and that there is consjderg,ble risk
of similar failure in Mysore, involving the loss to the proposed concessionaire of an
initial capital of between two and three lakhs of rupees and of his own labor for two
years. If, owing to any un-to-ward cause, the industry be not established within
two years, then, in that case, the entire concession would:lapse, but if the venture is
attended with success, as we hope it will be, there will then be a new era of indus-
trial career for Mysore. Valuable direct benefits will accrue thereby to the people
of this country, who now are cowmpelled to use, for their numerous everyday require-
wents, the imported iron, which naturally costs mnuch wore than what it can be
locally produced for. The industry is one giving employment to a much larger
number, 1n proportion to the value of the product, than almost any other industry,
and the wages paid for the large quantity of local labor which must necessarily be
employed on the proposed iron works would be a substantial contribution to the
national wealth, which, in the case of the imported article, is lost for ever. So far
from injuring the local iron smelter, who is so fast disappearing owing to his in-
ability to compete with the imported article, and who, at best, ekes out a scanty
subsistence by continuous hard work with his primitive methods of manufacture,
the proposed iron works will soon convert him into a skilled and well-paid artisan.
In short, it will be hardly possible to overstate the manifold advantages which a
well-established and prosperous iron industry will confer on the country.

Gold Mining.—Of industries . already established, gold mining in‘quat de-
gerves foremest mention. If shaws signw of increasing prosperity. Dunng; the
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year 1889, the total quantity of gold extracted may be estimated at the large sum
of 40 lakhs of rupees. This satisfactory result has been attained only by hard
work through a series of years and by the local expenditure of much capital. What
was a waste a few years ago has now become inhabited towns and the immense
impetus given to trade of all kinds and the rise of the wages of labor are patent to
all. In 1889, the gold extracted by the Mysore Mine alone amounted to 49,238 oz.
as compared with 19,090 oz.in the previous year. Qoregum came next with
16,437 oz. as against 4,028 oz. in 1888, while Nandidroog produced only 6,129 oz.,
as compared with 6,916 oz., of the previous year. The five other mines which con-
tributed small sums by way of royalty would all seem to be still in the course of
development.

Cotton Mills.—Owing to an over-stocked market for yarn and the high price of
cotton, the Bangalore Cotton Mills had not a very fortunate career, but the depres-
sion is expected to be but short-lived and the industry may, ere long, regain its
prosperity, especially as the price of cotton has now a marked downward tendency.

Woollen Industry.—Experiments for improving the local breed of sheep by
means of Australian rams continue to be carried on with decidedly satisfactory
results, and, should we succeed in establishing a superior breed of sheep, the woollen
industry will open a large field for local capital and enterprise.

Candles and Soaps from Vegetable Oil.—It is gratifying to learn that Mr. Na-
gesa Rao, Amildar of Shikarpur, who obtained a silver medal at the Mysore Exhi-
bition of 1848, has succeeded in bringing down machinery worked by hand-power
for waking candles from Dhupa oil, and that his soaps from cocoanut oil have
already begun to find favour with the native public. It is understood that Mr.
Nagesa Rao intends shortly to take out a patent for his method of extracting oil
from Dhupa seeds, which abound largely in the Malnad of Shimoga and Kadur and
on the coast and which hitherto have not been turned to any useful account.

Forest.—The financial results of the Forest administration during the past
year are most encouraging. Deducting all charges, the net income of the depart-
ment was Rs. 8,66,478, for which we are mainly indebted to sandalwood. There
was a good market for the article which enabled the department to dispose of a
large quantity on hand from the previous year. Sandalwood collection was, as a
rule, restricted to decaying and dead trees, and the removal of ground-hidden roots
also contributed in a measure to the increased income of the year. The quantity
(f)f sandalwood sold and the prices realized during the past three years have been as

ollows :—

Quantity sold. Price realized.
. Tons. Rs.
1887-88 ee 2,261 6,81,840
1888-89 - 1,832 5,93,038
1889-90 . 2,351 8,66,423

We have, as usual, been assiduous in adding to our sandal resources as well
by conservancy as by means of new plantations.

The stunted teak in the forests of the Mysore district has, for some years
past, been worked for railway sleepers and it is now proposed to supply sleepers to
the Hindupur and Nanjangud extensions from the same source, supplemented, if
flgund actually necessary, by similar wood obtained from the forests of Shimoga and

adur.

The area brought under planting was more than 4 square miles, 4nd new plan-
tations continue to be opened along the railway lines.

The practice of collecting forest seigniorage on fuel and charcoal at the gates
of towns by the municipal octroi agency was found to be faulty and to have
worked much hardship to the people. It was accordingly abolished and has been
replaced by a more correct and sound system. All important fuel sources are being
consituted into fuel reserves and brought under regular conservancy, the fuel
felled and charcoal burnt in them being subject to pre-payment of the prescribed
rates. Ryots holding land under Government and chunam-kiln burners and iron-
smelters paying the mohatarfa tax will, as hitherto, have free wood-fuel for their
bona fide needs. Thus, it is only traders that will, in practice, pay any seigniorage
which is one of the most legitimate sources of forest income.

D. A. 26
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Elephant Kheddas.—In the recently established Kheddas, a first catch of 51
elephants was made in July 1889, as I informed you last year. In November last, a
second drive of elephants was conducted in honor of the visit of His Royal High-
ness Prince Albert Victor. On this occasion, 37 elephants were caught, of which
25 were retained. Out of the first catch, 25 were sold at Nanjangud for Rs. 20,375
and out of the second catch, 27 were reinoved to Palghat and sold for Rs. 35,000.
The total cash receipts (including price of tusks) amounted to Rs. 55,582 to which
should be added Rs. 4,000 the value of four elephants presented to the Palace and
to gentlemen that rendered valuable services at the time of capture. The total ex-
penditure, from the very beginning to end of the past official year, was Rs. 1,11,644
including the price and cost of 12 Dacca Kumks elephants and of plant and stores on
hand amgéunting in all to Rs. 34,000. Deducting this initial outlay on stock which
is available for future operations, the net expenditure amounts to Rs. 77,644 which
would have been still less but for the special arrangements that were made for the
reception of His Royal Highness at the Kheddas. Some more trained elephants
were recently brought from Burma for extending the operations to the Kakankote
and other forests infested by wild elephants. The services of Mr. Sanderson, Super-
intendent of Dacca Kheddas, have been kindly lent by the Government of India for
a period of 53 years, and we hope to be able to extend Khedda operations in due
course to other parts of the Province. ’

Public Works.—Adverting now to the Public Works Department, the first class
of works to claim attention is our railways, In my Address to you last year, I
informed you that the Government of India had before them proposals for the
extension of our Bangalore-Mysore line through the taluks of Nanjangud and Gun-
dlupet to the Wynaad and-that there was every probability of the short section to
Nanjangud being undertaken at an early date. But some doubts regarding the best
alignment for this section and the quantities and rates of the estimate framed by
the Southern Mahratta Railway Company’s Engineers, as compared with the esti-
mate and alignment originally prepared by the Mysore Engineers, necessitated a
fresh survey and estimate, which caused some delay in starting work. The question
having been set at rest after a critical examination of the relative merits of the two
alignments and a final decision having been come to as to utilizing the old Kabani
road-bridge for the railway crossing of that river, I am glad to say, operations
were commenced in July last,’and there is every prospect of the ancient town of
Nanjangud being connected by railway with our capital before the end of next
year.

As regards the Bangalore-Hindupur line, which you may remember is proposed
to be constructed by our own Engineer establishment out of State Funds, the
survey, levels and estimates have been fully prepared and we hope to be able to
begin actual work within the next few months, the project having already received
the general sanction of His Excellency the Viceroy. I may here inform you that
the estimate works out to 29 lakhs in round numbers, or at the rate of Rs. 56,000
per mile. But the Ghaut portion of the railway, about 10 miles in length, is a
formidable break in what would otherwise be a comparatively easy and economical
line. A little way beyond Dodballapur, the railway has to descend from the
plateau to the plains, 10 miles-off, across very broken ground, involving a con-
tinuous series of difficult curves, high embankiments, and deep cutting in exception-
ally hard ground, and this very expensive work necessarily enhances the average
rate for the 513 miles of otherwise simple line. For the 10 miles of Ghaut, the
estimate is Rs. 86,797 per mile and for the remainder, only Rs. 48,265 inclusive of
Rolling Stock. J

To supervise this extension, the Government of India have kindly placed at our
disposal the services of a trained Railway Engineer, and one who has fortunately
already had ample experience of Mysore work. For this purpose, there was absolute-
ly no officer to spare from our rather limited normal local staff of Engineers.

The primary object of the Hindupur extension is famine-protection. No part
of the country suffered more severely during the calamity of 1877-78 than the
district lying between Dodballapur and our northern frontier, and in considering
the conflicting claims of different parts 6f the Province to railway service, this all-
important fact induced the Government to give priority to a line in the direction
of Goribidnur and thence to Hindupur. But, apart from this consideration, therg



103

is every promise of the line, when linked on to the Madras system via Dharmavaran
and Guntakal, as it must eventually be, paying in the course of a very few years a
reasonable rate of interest on the outlay.

Ordinary Public Works.—1 will now turn to our ordinary Public Works opera-
tions, and you will, I am sure, be satisfied to hear that, during the year ending 31st
March last, the outlay on roads, tanks, channels and improvements of all sorts,
reached the handsome figure of 27 lakhs in round numbers. Of this amount, 24
lakhs approximately were from Provincial Funds, 4% lakhs from District Funds, in-
clusive of Liocal Funds General, and % lakh from Palace Funds on account of im-
provements to His Highness the Maharaja’s Palace at Bangalore. Distributed over
the several heads of service. the outlay was as follows:— .

- Rs.
Military buildings ... . . 40,000
Civil buildings . 2,88,000
Communications including bridges .. 8,93,000
Irrigation works . . . .. 10,37,000
Miseellaneous Public Improvements . .. 1,385,000
Tools and plant - . 27,000
Establishment .. .. . 4,78,000
Railway survey . . . 2,000

Total ... 29,00,000

Setting aside the usual necessary annual outlay on the maintenance of roads,
irrigation and ordinary minor works, this expenditure was mainly incurred on works
comprised in the Forecast Programme which I laid before you at our last meeting.
That Programme has, in fact, been, and will continue to be with occasional modi-
fications which cannot always be avoided, the basis of our Public Works Budget and
expenditure. Amongst the irrigation works therein enumerated, I am glad to say
that such large works as the Rampur channel and the Ramasamudram channel
extension have since been practically completed, whilst projects have been finished
and work actually started on the important Hulhalli channel and Sriramadevara
North channel extension.

Among other irrigation works in progress, I may mention the Rekkalgere in
the Challakere taluk, the Solur and Sowlanga 1n Shimoga and the Patnagere in the
Kadur district, as well as the extension of the important Kaveri and Hemavati
channels —the Ramaswami, the Rajaparameswari and Kalhalli—the improvement of
several old channels from the Yagachi and the Avati rivers and their tributaries,
and the improvement of several ancient ruined tanks, notably the Maddur Sulekere,
the Annainakatte, the Handanhalli and the Danavadi, with the construction of 4
entirely new large tanks or dams across the Pinakini, the Chitravati and the Papag-
ni rivers in the Kolar district and a tributary to the Huggri in the Tumkur dis-
trict. The enlargement of numerous existing tanks was also 1n progress, the whole
of the irrigation works of the year embracing an addition of some 35,000 acres to
existing irrigation.

And here, I had better make special allusion to the largest of the irrigation
items of the Forecast Programime,—the Kalnathpur channel project. It is a pro-
ject which has peculiar interest for the towns-people of Mysore and the royts of the
surrounding taluks. Surveys to a length of 164 mules and an estimate to the
amount of 17% lakhs'to irrigate 6,000 acres of rice land have been fully worked out,
but whilst the merits of the scheme from the Engineer’s point of view had to be
recognized, the financial results proved far less promising than had been anticipated,
whilst the possibly injurious sanitary effect on the population in the vicinity of
Mysore commended extreme caution on the part of Government before it committed
itself definitely to the work. In this view, the Members of His Highness’ Council
and the more experienced officers of the Administration were invited to specially
consider this project in all its bearings. Their views are now under consideration
and it will shortly be decided whether this great project should be inaugurated at
once or not. Before coming to a decision on the subject, as there must be many
Mysore or Mysore Taluk Representatives here present, who must be acquainted with
the circumstances and who, as land-owners, have personal practical experience of
the results of irrigation on the health and wealth of the community, I shall be glad
to learn whether they are adverse to, or in favor of, the Kalnathpur project, and on
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what definite grounds. It is one which cannot be too well ventilated, involving, as
it does, enormous outlay and affecting large and important interests.

In connection with our Irrigation Forecast, I may mention that several works
are materially affected by the rights claimed by the Madras ryots to the drainages
of Mysore, which have hitherto passed unchecked or but partially checked, across
our boundaries and have been utilized more or less for irrigation in the trans-frontier
Collectorates. Should no reasonable limit to the extent of such claim be establish-
ed, some of our promising tank projects will have perforce to be abandoned. This
general question which has a most important bearing on our future irrigation policy,
has, I may add, been laid in {ull before the Government of India.

Not §econd to our railways and irrigation works are our roads, provincial and
local. Their improvement and extension continue to engage the attention of our
Engineers. During the last year, the great bridges over the Tunga at Hariharpur
and the Bhadra at Balehonnur made good progress and by next monsoon, it is con-
fidently hoped that they will be opened to traffic and two great obstacles to our trade
with the Western Coast removed for ever. I regret I cannot say as much in regard
of the fine bridge at Belur which has been retarded by difficulties in the foundations
not anticipated and by the labor difficulty.

Immediately these bridges are out of hand, it is proposed to make a beginning
with the bridges across the Cauven at Yedatore and the Hemavati at Narsipur—the
most important items of our Roads Forecast Programnme. It is our intention so to
locate and design these bridges as to admit of their being used by the railway, which,
in due course of time, will undoubtedly be undertaken to open up the great Cauveri
and Hemavati delta.

Sanitation, Drainage and Water-supply to Towns.—Finally, as regards that
class of Public Works known as * Miscellaneous Public Improvements,” I have to
inform you that the outlay incurred during the past year was mainly on the water-
supply, drainage and sanitary improvements to the City of Mysore. An excellent
and liberal water-supply throughout the City has been secured; Purniah’s Nala,
so prolific of disease, has been filled up ; stagnant cess-pools and choked-up drains
have been obliterated and over-crowded streets and lanes have been opened out.
Sanitary improvewents in other large towns engage our attention and the water-
supply to the more important of them has been under investigation. In Shimoga,
the Kumbargundi, a dangerous nuisance of long standing, is being filled up and a
suitable system of water-supply for the whole town we may look forward to in the
near future. Projects for a pure and sufficient supply of water to the towns of
Tumkur, Chikmagalur and Birur are now before Government and one for Kolar is
to be looked for shortly. Further investigation of the supply to the Pettah of
Bangalore is unavoidably postponed until the decision of the Government of India
is known as regards the projects to be undertaken for the Cantonment.

Education.— Judged by the increase in the number of schools and pupils, the
progress of education during the past year was most satisfactory. There were 1,432
Government schools with 55,190 pupils and 252 aided schools with 11,892 pupils,
showing an 1ncrease over the previous year, of 181 Government schools and 6,311
pupils in Government schools and of 43 aided schools and 931 pupils in aided
schools. Besides the Government and aided schools there were 1,248 unaided
schools with 16,196 pupils. The total of all schools was 2,932 and of pupils 83,278,
being 21°88 per cent of the male population and 234 per cent of the female popu-
lation of the school-going age. The Maharani’s girls’ school at Mysore tontinues
to do excellent work in the difficult field of female education and to maintain its
high reputation for popularity and efliciency.

Archeology.—During the past year, upwards of 1,200 inscriptions have been
examined and copied in situ. Among the more interesting were several grants of
the Kadamba and Pombucha kings, and special mention may be made of a Ganga
inscription now discovered of the time of Sri-purusha or Prithivi Kongani, which
yields the undoubted date, A.D. 750. A great step is thus gained in fixing the
chronology of this important line of Jaina kings. Another important discovery
was the 1dentification of Sasipura or Sasikapura, from which the Hoysalas claimed
to derive their origin, with Angadi in the Mudgere taluk. In the Kolar district,
many inscriptions were met with of the ancient Maha Bali or Bana, the Pallava or
Nolamba, and the Chola kings ; also one of a king named Vaidumba.
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The volume of Bravana Belagola inscriptions was completed and published.
It contains many Jain inscriptions of great interest written by poets of repute.
The volume of inscriptions of the Mysore district is in the Press.

A large number of Kannada manuscripts have been obtained and are being
copied. Of standard Kannada works not befo:e published, the printing is complet-
ed of the ““ Karnataka Sabdanusasana” of Bhattakalanka Deva and the * Vikra-
marjuna Vijaya” of Pampa. *

Legislation.—In 1889-90, two Regulations received the assent of His Highness
the Maharaja and were duly promulgated, namely :—

No. 1 of 1890, to amend the Municipal Regulations of 1871, and
No. 2 of 1890, to amend the Mysore Chief Court Regulation 1 of 1884.

The object of the latter was fully explained to you in my last year’s Address,
and in accordance with it, a District Court was lately established in Bangalore,
and the original jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases, which the Chief Court had
hitherto exercised over the districts comprised in the Nundidroog Division, was
transferred to it. Arrangewments have also been made for the new District Court
relieving the heavily worked Bangalore Sub-Court, of a portion of its work.

Rules under the Land Revenue Code, Regulation IV of 1888, have been framed
and published.

The following draft Regulations are now pending the approval of the Govern-
ment of India :—

(@) Regulation relating to arms, ammunition and military stores. This is
simply a reproduction of the Indian Arms Act XT of 1878.

(5) Regulation relating to Agricultural Improvement Loans. This, with
some modification, is a reproduction of Act XIX of 1883.

And (¢) Regulation relating to measures of length, adopting the standard
yard for British India as the legal standard measure of length in the Mysore State,

There are several measures at present engaging the attention of the Durbar in
different stages of progress, the chief among which relate to—

(a) Gold Mining Property theft prevention.
(b) Companies.
(c) Government Securities.
(d) Forest.
(¢) Compulsory vaccination.
(f) Local Boards.
(9) Minor Municipalities.
(k) Police.
and (2) Civil Procedure Amendment.

_And it is hoped that, in the course of the current year, most of these measures
will be in a sufficiently advanced stage for publication in the local Gazette with
the view of inviting public opinion thereon.

Malnad Garden Assessment.——An important question which engaged our af-
tention during the past year was the condition of supari gardens in the malnad.
The exceptionally heavy land-assessment in addition to a sayer duty, under which
they labor, has been brought forward before this Assembly, year after year, by the
Representatives of the Shimoga district. = My own observation and study of the
subject on the spot during last year’s cold weather tour, have convinced me that
the grievances of the garden-owners, chiefly in Sagar and tbe northern parts of
Nagar, are not 'illfounded. In this opinion, I am supported by the independent
judgment of my able colleague, Mr. P. Chentsal Rao, C.I.E., an acknowledged autho-
rity in revenue matters, who brings to the counsels of Mysore, his large and varied
experience of revenue administration in the adjoining districts of Madras. He
was with me diring my tour and our personal enquiry into the condition of the
gardens and the circumstances of the owners have satisfied us that early relief in
some form is much needed. We hope to be able to resume our further investiga-
tion of the subject in Tirthahalli and Koppa this cold weather.

In regard to the supari growers of Sagar and Nagar, it is evident that they
suffer not only from a comparatively high land-assessment in addition to a sayer duty
on the produce, but also from difficulty of procuring labor, from want of snitable
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markets within easy reach and from a peculiar kind of ot known as the Koleroga
caused by excessive damp, and latterly, from the ravages of an insect known as
Bachchehula, whose presence is popularly attributed to the encroachment of the
jungle. The labor difficulty will, to some extent, be met by allowing Kumri within
well-defined limits and chietly on old clearings. Such a partial revival of kumri is re-
quired alsofor the protection of the present cultivationand in the interests of the health
and convenience of the cultivators and it will at once be carried out under rules similar,
as far as necessary, to those in force in the adjoining Madras district. We are also
doing whatever is possible, by means of new local roads, to open out the western
malnad of Sagar, hitherto practically shut out from the rest of the Province and from
the prin¢ipal markets. A Ghat road via either Govardhanagiri or Henne will afford
great facilities for transport of crops to the busy trading places near Gersoppa and
will soon come under professional investigation. But all these measures can go
but a short way towards affording substantial relief to the supar; grower. What
shape the relief should take or to what extent it is necessary to go are questions
which will soon be solved on receipt of the report of the special officer to be at once
deputed to complete our information on the subject. This much, however, may
safely be now stated; that, but for the rise in the price of supari in recent years,
the assessment imposed, especially in Sagar, would have been insupportable and
gardens would have gone out of cultivation even more largely than has been the
case hitherto. It is the anxious desire of the Government to keep the thrifty malnad
ryot, with his long inherited aptitude for supari cultivation, to his gardens and to
afford him every encouragement for the extension of garden cultviation.

Insurance Scheme.—It may be interesting for you to know that His Highness’
Government have now under consideration a system of Life Insurance for the
special benefit of its servants. State insurance for Native lives was a subject which
engaged the attention of the Government of India some yearsago. The discussion
which then ensued elicited a general concensus of opinion that the measure would
.be an undoubted boon to the community. But considerations, such as the difficulty
of managing the business, the fear that the Native community might not avail
themselves of its advantages as largely as was necpssary to insure its success, appear
to have prevailed in the end and the proposal therefore was not eventually carried
out. Since then, some private companies have extended their business so as to
embrace the insurance of Native lives. But the people generally and even that more
select class who are Government servants, have been slow to avail themselves of
the benefits thus offered, mainly from a want of confidence on their part in the
permanent stability of such private companies. Under such circumstances, His
Highness the Maharaja's Government consider it desirable to nstitute a system of
insurance under State guarantee for the benefit of its own servants, over and above
the existing provision for pensions and gratuities under our Pension Code. The sys-
tem aims at offering a ready and safe investment for the small savings of the official
class and at securing for them and their families a certain and substantial provision
in the future, in return for small present payments spread over a series of years,
which are not likely to be felt as at all burdensome. The Government would of
course wish to make no profit by the business and will therefore be able to offer
better terms than those of any existing private company.

It must always be a matter of special interest to the Government that its officers
should be placed beyond all temptation by enabling them to leave a fair competence
to their families. 1t not unfrequently happens that an officer, through imprudence
or premature death, leaves his family unprovided for. Influenced by such considera-
tions, the Government deem it desirable to establish a system of insurance of their
lives by all public servants. The measure is calculated to benefit the public service
materially, and at the same time, to improve its general tone and promote its inde-
pendence and purity of character. It is intended as a help to public servants on
small salaries who are unable to save largely from their income and in principle,
therefore, there should be no exclusion of a public servant, however small his pay,
from the benefits of the scheme. But considerations of practical convenience make
it necessary to have a minimuin limit for the first year or two on the understanding
that it is to be lowered gradually and, if possible, finally abolished. On the other
hand, persons drawing high salaries must be expected to provide suitably for their
families and need not be included in the scheme, though in their case a maximum
may well be prescribed for the premia payable by them and therefore also for the
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bonuse's to which they.may become entitled. It is proposed to begin with a mini-
mumn limit of salaries of Rs. 20 or 10 and a maximum one of Rs. 500.

The salient points of the proposed scheme are briefly as follows :—

(1) That every person who hereafter enters the service of Government on a
salary which is not below a limit (to be now fixed tentatively at Rs. 10 or 20 per
month) shall insure his life with the Government for a bonus which shall be pay-
able to him on his attaining 55 years of age or to his family in the event of his dying
before that age.

(2) That the premium shall be a fixed percentage (say 10 per cent on the
monthly salary for the time being) to be deducted out of the official’'s monthly
salary, the amount of the bonus payable to him being regulated by the premium
paid according to a fixed scale, an addition to the bonus being allowed for increased
premium paid on an increased salary.

_ 3) Tha.t.the officials already in the service of Government shall be permitted
to insure, provided their age does not exceed a fixed limit (say 45 years).

(4) That in order to avoid undue risks, a maximum be fizxed for the monthly
premium and for the bonus, by treating, for the purpose of the scheme, all salaries
above Rs. 500 as those of Rs. 500.

(5) That a man retiring on medical or other grounds before the comnpletion of
55 years be given the option,

(a) of continuing to pay his monthly premia and getting the full amount of
bonus at due time; or

(6) of receliving an immediate reduced payment fixed according to a prescribed
scale ; or,

(¢) of discontinuing further premia and receiving a policy for a smaller sum
payable at the age of 56 or upon death, if earlier.

And (6) That a man dismissed for misconduct before the age of 55 shall be
given a surrender-value according to a fixed scale.

A table has been constructed showing the bonuses payable for different ages
for a given premium and statistics have been collected of the ages and salaries of
all the officials under Government drawing Rs. 10 and above per mensem. The
Rules for the management of business have also been drafted. There are over
8,400 Government nfficials on salaries of Rs. 10 and more who are under the age
of 45 years, and if all of them are brought under the operation of the proposed
scheme, which is not to be expected, the premia now payable by them annually
would amount to Rs. 1,27,000 and the bonuses payable to them by Government on
due dates in the future aggregate the sum of Rs. 23,00,000. Before ewbarking
upon such a large undertaking, the Government are anxious to have the scheme
thoroughly examined and so to frame it as, on the one hand, to involve no possible
risk of future loss to the finances of the State, and on the other, to give to the
officials intended to be benefited as large bonuses as possible. The investigation
is now so far advanced that the Government hope to be able, ere long, to
bring the scheme into operation on a sound and satisfactory basis. And in the
meantime, they will thank you for any suggestions you may be able to offer on the
subject.

Constitution of the Assembly. Gentlemen.—Before concluding my Address,
I wish to say a few words on the important subject of the constitution of this
Assembly. Having its origin in the first year of His Highness the Maharaja’s
reign, it has had a most encouraging career during the past 9 years. At first, the
Assembly was composed of leading ryots and merchants of the Province, nominated
by the Dewan and the local Deputy Commissioners after careful investigation. In
1887, we were able to provide that the agricultural classes, which constitute the
most numerous and the most important section of the people, should be represént-
ed by persons possessing a certain prescribed property qualification and that the
various Local Fund Boards, Municipalities and Public Associations should depute
members to the Assembly from their respective bodies. In the following two
years, we maintained proper talukwar lists of qualified persons, and endeavoured
so to regulate the selections as to give satisfaction to all classes as far as possible.
These attempts at improving the constitution of the Assembly have so far been
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attended with success that His Highness’ Government ar¢ now encouraged to take
a further and important step towards securing a fuller’and more satisfactory
representation of every important interest in the eountry. The inoderation, the
intelligence and the practical good sense which have characterised your discussions
in past years, the material help you have given the Government in the discussion
of important questions and the sustained interest you have evinced in public
affairs, have convinced His riighness the Maharaja *that the time has now
come when the wealthier and the more enlightened classes may, with safety, be
left theinselves to choose the members for this Assembly. In order to give due
effect to these sentiments of His Highness the Maharaja, we have drawn up a set
of draft rules to regulate the future constitution of this Assembly. A copy of
these rules is now before you. You will observe therefrom that the property
qualification for membership in the Assembly is so fixed as to embrace the largest
land-holders and the leading merchants and traders, and that high education has
been recognized as a qualification by itself. The property qualification, it will be
noted, 18 high, being the payment of a land revenue of from Rs. 100 to 300, or of
a mohatarfa tax of from Rs. 13 to 24, or the ownership of one or more inam
villages with a beriz of Rs. 500, but it cannot be regarded as unreasonably high,
as'ib 1s expected to give not less than 50 qualified persons for each of our 66 taluks
on an ayerage. All persons qualified by property or education will be invited to
meet and elect from among themselves, 2, 3 or 4 persons according to a fixed scale,
as members of the Assembly for their respective taluks or for the City of Banga-
lore or Mysore, as the case may be. In addition to members thus elected, the
various Local Fund Boards, Municipalities and Public Associations will be asked
to depute members to the Assembly from among their respective bodies. Thus
constituted, the maximum number of the members of the Assembly would be
about 351. It would efficiently represent all interest in the country, and its
suggestions and observations would command the consideration and respect which
are due to the opinions of a responsible body of formally elected representatives of
the people. It must, however, be admitted that the constitution now given does
not ensure what can be regarded as a full popular representation. This can only
be effected by making the number of electors fairly proportionate to the population.
But there are numerous practical difficulties in the way of such a reform, which
we are perforce compelled to leave for the future, contenting ourselves for the
present with the cautious but highly desirable step we have now taken. And let
me add that it is His Highness’ sincere hope that the privilege he has now been
pleased to grant will be exercised to the fullest extent and in the most beneficial
manner possible, and that it will be so appreciated by all as to enable His
Highness gradually to enlarge the circle of electors, so as to give wider
effect to the principle of representation in the constitution of this Assembly.

MYsORE, K. SHESHADRI IYER,
28th October 1890. Dewan of Mysore.
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Draft Rules regarding the constitution and conduct of business of the Mysore
Representative Assembly.

: kl. The following persons are qualified to become members of the Assembly for a
taluk :—

(a) Every person who pays on his own account, annually, to the Government,
land revenue or mwohatarfa (house and shop) taxes of not less than the
amount specified in the accompanying Schedule A for that taluk;

() every person who is the owner of one or more entire inam villages with a
total beriz of Rs. 500 per annum and who ordinarily resides in that
taluk; and

(c) every graduate of any Indian University whose ordinary place of resi-
dence is in that taluk.

2. Persons qualified as above will be invited to neet at the headquarters of
their respective taluks in the first week of the month of Ashadha, on a specified day
of which previous notice of not less than one month will be given. At such mect-
ing, they shall nominate, from among themselves, members for the Representative
Assembly to meet at Mysore at the forthcoming Dasara, the number thus nominated
not being more than that prescribed in the aforesaid Schedule A.

3. Persons having their ordinary residence in the City of Bangalore or Mysore,
who pay a mohatarfa (house or shop) tax of not less than Rs. 24 per annum, or who
are graduates of any Indian University, shall be qualified to become members of the
Assembly. They shall meet, on a day fixed as in the preceding Rule, at the Office of
the Vice-President of their respective inunicipalities, and nominate from among
themselves 4 memmbers for each of the Cities of Bangalore and Mysore.

4. In addition to members selected under Rules 2 and 3,
(a) each Local Fund Board may depute two of its members to the Assembly;

(b) each Municipal Board may similarly depute a member of their body to
the Assembly. In the case of municipalities at district headquarters
including those at Mysore and Bangalore, fwo such members may be
deputed ; and

(¢) Associations representing approved public interests and consisting of not
less than 100 members and similar Associations consisting of less than
100 members but recognized by Government, may depute one of their
members to the Assembly.

5. No person who has not completed 18 years of age, or who is of unsound
mind or who has been convicted of a crimninal offence indicating a bad or immoral
character shall be eligible to be returned as a wmember of the Assembly.

6. As the object of the Assembly is to elicit non-official public opinion, no
person holding a salaried appointment under Government shall vote for, or be
returned as, a member of the Assembly.

7. On the occasion of the 1ineeting referred to in Rules 2 and 3 above, or as
soon thereafter as possible, or as often as may be necessary, the members selected
under those rules for each taluk or for the City of Bangalore or' Mysore will, after
discussion among themselves, prepare a mewnorandum describing seriatim their
representations and suggestions on the subjects which they desire to bring forward
for discussion at the next meeting of the Assembly at Mysore. Such memorandum
should be sent by them direct to the Deputy Commissioner of their district, so as
to reach him not later than the end of the month of Sravana.

8. The Boards and Associations referred to in Rule 4 shall forward to the
Deputy Commissioner, so as to reach him before the end of the month of Sravana,
similar memoranda of the subjects whieh may be expected to be brought forward for
discussion at the ncxt meeting of the Assembly at Mysore, together with a separate
list of the members deputed under Rule 4. ’

9. The memoranda submitted under Rules 7 and 8 should be carefully cqmpiled
in the Deputy Commissioner’s office and forwarded to the Chief Secretary, with the
Deputy Commissioner’s remarks on each proposition, in the accompanying form,
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(Schedule B) so as to reach the Secretariat not later than the middle of the month
of Bhadrapada. '

10. The members from each district shall hold a formal meeting at Mysore be-
fore the 10th Suddha of Asvija, and should they decide at such neeting to bring
forward at the Assembly any subjects not mentioned in the memoranda submitted
under Rules 7 and 8, a rupplemental list of such additional subjects should be sent
to the Chief Secretary before the evening of the 11th Suddha of Asvija.

11. The Representative Assembly shall ordinarily hold its meetings at Mysore
on the 13th Suddha of Asvija and the following days.

12. Under the foregoing rules, the maximum number of members of the
Assembly Will be as follows :—

.

1. Elected members for the Cities of Bangalore and Mysore . .. B
2. Elected members for the 66 taluks as per Schedule A. ... 212
3. Members deputed by the 8 municipalities at district headquarters ... e 16
4, Members deputed by the 89 other municipalities . 89
5. Members deputed by the 9 Local Fund Boards . .. 18
6. Members deputed by Associations representing public interests, approximately ... 8

... 381

13. The foregoing rules shall come into operation as regards the Assembly to
meet at the next year's Dasara.
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SCHEDULE A: -

Showing the property qualification prescribed for a member of the Representa.-
tive Assembly under clause (a) of Rule 1 and the maximum number who may be
nominated for each taluk under Rule 2.

|

Property qualification under '
Rule 1, clause (a)

| y ' Maximum
| . numnber to be
| Name of taluk It If paying nominated for
, paying mohatarfa each taluk
| Land Revenue, (house and under Rule 2
@ . the minimum |shop taxes), the
I | per annum minimum per
| ! annum
/A }
' |
| Rs. Rs. | Rs
1. Ba.ng,alore taluk (not including the Cltyi
of Bangalore). ‘ 200 , 13 i 3
2. Hoskote . Lo 200 13 ! 3
3. Devanhalli ... e 150 13 : 3
§ 4. Dodballapur .. 1 150 : 13 | 3
-3 5. Nelamangala... v e 200 | 13 3
2 6 Kankanhalli ... . . 100 13 3
A 7. Magadi . 200 13 3
8. Closepet, mcludmg the sub-ha.luk of 150 ° 17
Channapatna. 3
9. Anekal 200 13 3
Total 27
1. Kolar 150 17 4
2. Bowringpet . . 100 13 3
3. Chintamani, including SrmWa.spur sub 150 17 4
taluk.
4. Mulbagal ... 100 13 3
& 5. Sidlaghatta ... - 100 13 3
G 6. Chikballupur... 100 17 3
M 7. Bagepalli, mcludmg the ‘sub-taluk of 200 13 3
Gudibanda.
8. Goribidnur ... 150 13 3
9. Malur e 100 13 2
Total 28
1. Tumkur - 100 17 4
2. Maddagiri, mcludmg Kora.ta.g,ere sub- 150 13 1
taluk.
3. Chiknayakanhalli, including Hulyar| 150 13 3
g sub-taluk.
& 4. Sira . 200 ./ 13 3
8 | 5. Gubbi 200, 17 4
3 6. Tiptur, 1ncludm“ Turuvekere sub- ta.luk 100 17 3
.7, Pavagada ... 100 13 2
; 8. Kunigal .. ’ 100 13 3
Total 26
1. Shimoga, including Kumsi sub taluk ... 200 17 4 -
2. Channagiri ... 1500 - .13 4
3. Honn&h e . . 200 13 4
% 7| "4~ Shikarpur ... . 200 13 4
g 5. Sorab . 300 13 4
= 6. Sagar - et 300 13 4
7 7. Nagar . . 300 13 4
8. Tirthahalll ... Tee 300 13 4
Total I 32
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ScHEDULE A—concld.

Property qualification under
Rule 1, clause {(a)
Maximum
. ber to be
If paying num
Name of taluk If paying mohatarfa nomull!st.:ii for
Land Revenue, | (house and eac ;{ i‘k
. the minimum | shop taxes), | under Rule2
B per annum the minimum
é’ \ per annum
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1. Chikmagalur ... 200 17 4
. | 9 Kadur . 260 13 3
i 3. Tartkere 300 13 4
1 4. Koppa, including Yedahalli sub-taluk 300 13 4
5. Mudgere - 200 13 4
Total 19
1. Chitaldrug 200 13 3
2. Challakere 100 13 3
3. Molakalmuru... 100 13 2
w 4. Hiriyur e 100 13 2
g 5. Holalkere, including Hosdurgs sub- 100 13 3
= taluk.
% 6. Davangere ... es 200 17 4
S 7. Jagalur 100 13 2
Total 19
1. Hassan, including Grama sub-taluk ... 200 17 4
2. Manjarabad ... 200 13 4
3. Belur . 200 13 3
o 4. Arsikere ) 15C 13 3
S 5. Channarayapatna 150 13 3
4 6. Hole-Narsipur 100 13 2
B | 7. Arkalgud 150 13 3
Total e *22
1. Mysore taluk, not including the City 200 13 | 4
of Mysore. ‘
2. Yedatore .- 200 13 4
3. Hunsur o 200 13 3
4. Heggaddevankote 100 13 2
5. Gundlupet 100 13 2
6. Chamra)nagar 150 13 3
7. Nanjangud .. 100 13 3
8. Tirumakudlu-Narsipur ... - 200 13 3
P 9. Seringapatam 200 17 4
3 |10. Attikuppa ... 200 13 3
& [ 11. Nagamangala 150 13 3
A |12, Mandya ... 100 13 3
13. Malvalli * nee 100 13 2
|
Total .- -, 39
Grand Total .. 212
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ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
HELD AT MYSORE

ON THURSDAY, THE 15TH OCTOBER 1891.

GENTLEMEN,

By comuand of His Highness the Maharaja, I have much pleasure in welcom-
g you to this Assembly, which meets here to-day for the first time under the
election system sanctioned last year. You come here as the duly elected Represent-
atives of the agricultural, the industrial and the comiercial interests of the State.
Last year, when His Highness was pleased to grant the valued privilege of election,
he was not without some misgiving as to how the experiment would succeed, but it
is most gratifying to His Highness that, though unused to the system, the electoral
body have been able, in the very first year of its existence, to exercise the privilege
with so much judgment and sense of responsibility as to send to this Assembly men
in every way qualified to speak on their behalf. That men representing the capital,
the industry and the intellect of the country should have already taken so much
interest in the working of the scheme augurs well for the future of the Institution.
His Highness asks me to take this opportumty publicly to acknowledge the expres-
sions of warm gratitude which have reached him from all sides for the privilege of
clection granted last year.

With the above message to you from His Highness the Maharaja, I now pro-
ceed to read to you the Statements of the Revenue and Expenditure of the past
year. These statements differ from those of previous years in excluding all pay-
ments on account of the State Railway, as 1t is considered more convenicnt to
reserve Railway Income and Expenditure for separate treatment.

Receipts. ‘
1889-90. 1890-91.

Rs. Bs.

Land Revenue—

Land Revenue proper vee ... 89,21,826 87,12,705
Rent from salt-pans . 33,808 22,489
Interest on arrears . 36,868 25,938
Total Land*Revenue ... 89,92,502 87,61,132
Excise ... ... 17,62,566 20,28,076
Forest . ... 13,68,866 14,46,012
Stamps ... .. 592,847 5,79,936
Sayer .. ... 416,081 3,88,586
Mohatasfa .. 358115 3,38,063
Law and Justico mcludmo jail 1ecolpt-s b ... 73,541 71,173

Post Office 2,132
Registration v . .. s 64,916 66,529
Amrit Mahal .. 39,164 34,162
Education ves e e ven 33,194 43,632
Public Works - . 15,792 16,687
(a} Five per cent Royalty ... 196,638 2,34,341

Gold Mining ...

(b) Premia and deposits on new leases 71,225
Medical | . v 8,739 6,286
Scientific and other mmor depmtments . 13,568 6,052

Profit and Loss on Investment in Govemmenb Pro-Notes 720 14,270
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1889-90. 1890-91.
Rs. Rs.
Interest on Investment in Government Pro-Notes 1. 2,25,265 2,49,400
Interest on Current Deposit, Madras Bank .. 51,818 60,337
Miscellaneous 77,819 92,607
Total . 142,94,283 145,08,506
Eapenditure.
Al
Subsidy .. . 24,50,000 24,560,000
CivH List . 13,00,000  13,00,000
Political pensions mcludmg ullowa.nces in Ixeu of J a.hgu' 1,00,640 1,00,129
Military Force . 7,36,266 7,565,837
Total ... 45,86,906 46,05,966
Bl :
Administration and Public Departments .. 2,28,829 2,74,123
Land Revenue Charge—
Deputy Commissioners and establishments ... 166,092 1.72,441
- Assistant Commissioners and establishments 60,076 67,317
Taluk establishments .ee - 3,19,916 3,14,985
Revenue Survey ... 1,86,654 1,76,966
Inam department . 7,793 7,829
Remuneration of village servants ... 6,563,803 5,41,313
Other items 36,727 40,154
Exeise ... ... 55213 60,274
Forest ... ... 514,821 6,28,914
Stamps ... e 21,197 19,948
Sayer ... . 13,729 14,427
Stationery and Prmtmﬂ 79,284 85,533
Amrit Mahal 27,585 27,934
Scientific and other minor deps,rtments 76,566 64,736
Total ... 2348275 24,96,894
C.
Law and Justice mcludmg Jails 7,565,369 7,73,613
Police . 6,22,801 6,77,871
Education e .ee .ee 2,61,770 3,02,729
Muzrai 2,78,663 2,82,559
Medical e g s 1,75,406 1,96,590
Superannuation pensions a,nd gla.tultlcs 2,67,873 2,90,191
Publiec works ... 21,91,404 19,90,629
Post Qflice ... 16,664 3,437
Registration ... .o 29,563 32,201
British Officers’ furlough &nd a,bsentee allowances,
retiring gratuities, compensation allowances
and leave and pensionary contributions 23,019 34,092
Interest on Mysore Savings Bank Deposits . 57,503 58,666
Refunds e . - 66,014 3,33,988
Purchase and repmr of tents 14,839 6,556
Census 18,853
Profit and Loss on Investment in Government Pro-Notos 28,198 21,982
Miscellaneous .. 61,343 85,232
Total 48,50,429 51,09,189
Grand Total 117,85,610 122,12,049

State Income and Lizpenditure—It will be seen frowa the first of the statements
I have just now read, that the Revenue during the last year (145 lakhs) was the
largest ever realized by the State. The Revenue of 1889-90—about 143 lakhs
—was itself an exceptional rise of some 11 lakhs as compared with 1888-89, and
now we have a still further immprovement of two lakhs.

Turning to examine the principal items of revenue, we find that the Land
Revenue realized was only Rs. 87,12,000 against Rs. 89,21,000 in 1889-90, though
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the Land Revenue Demand for both years was nearly the same (Rs. 85,43,000 in
1890-91 and Rs. 85,25,000 in 1889-90). The decreased realizations of 1890-91
were due altogether to the fact that more of the arrears of previous years was
collected in 1889-90 than in 1890-91 (Rs. 9,95,000 and Rs. 6,09,000 respectively).

Under “ Excise,” there was an increase of Re. 2,65,000, of which Rs. 2,24,000
was under “Toddy " owing to the larger amounts for which the farms of the
various districts had been let under the new contracts which cawe into force on 1st
April 1890. The remainder of the increase was under * Arrack.”

Under “ Forests " also, there was a considerable increase, nawely Rs. 77,000.
Larger sales of timber and sandalwood and miscellaneous receipts together brought
an increased revenue of Rs. 1,23,000 which however was reduced by a falling-off
Rs. 27,000 under railway fuel owing to the discontinuance (at a saving of
Rs. 33,000 in cost) of the supply by direct Government agency, and of Rs. 14,800
in Khedda receipts owing to the price of elephants sold not bemng wholly credited
in the year's accounts.

Under “ Gold Mining,” there was an increase of Rs. 37,000 in the amount of
royalty realized, while * Prewia and Deposits on leases,” a new item which did not
occur in the previous year, brought in Rs. 71,000.

The mines in the Kolar Gold Field during 1890 extracted 106,903 oz. of gold
of the value of Rs. 54,08,595. The mines which showed a considerable increase
of production over the previous year's return were only three, namely :—

Mysore, with 58,183 oz., against 49,238 oz 1n 1889,
Ooregaum, with 27,351 oz., against 16,437 oz. in 1889,
and Nandidroog, with 15,637 oz., against 6,129 oz in 1889

The other wines in the Kolar Field, as well as the Harnahally mine, are still 1n
process of being developed, while very little work is reported fromn mines else-
where.

The Investinent account, as in the previous year, consisted of two principal
items——(a) Interest and Premia on Government of India Pro-Notes and Mysore
Railway Dcbentures, Rs. 2,63,670, and () Intercst on deposits at the Madras Bank,
Rs. 60,337.

The mohatarfa realizations show a small falling-off owing to the exemption
from house-tax of non-resident raiyats, while the decreased production of arecanut
in the Shimoga and Kadur districts owing to the disease known as Koleroga
somewhat affected the Sayer Revenue of the year. Under * Stamps ” also, there
was a decrcase as cowmpared with the figures of the previous ycar which coutained
some large exceptional items on account of stamp fees on Gold Mining leases.

The other items of Revenue call for no special remark.

The total expenditure of the year, exclusive of payments on account of railway
loans, amounted to Rs. 122,12,000, being an increase of Rs. 4,26,000 over that of
the previous year: The increase has occurred-chiefly under the following items :—

Rs.

45,294 Un(Il&ar * Administration and Public Departments,” including the Government House

at sore.
1,14,093 Undely * Forests,” including Elephant Kheddas. In conservancy and working charges

{owing chiefly to the larger collection of sandalwood, which accounts for an increase of
Rs. 28,000), the total increase was Rs. 30,000, while to the improvement of the
subordinate and ofhce establishments was due an increased expenditure of Rsv 4,000
Under Elephant Kheddas, there was the large increase of Rs. 79,000, of which,
Rs. 72,000 was on account of 17 elephants imported from Burmah. The Khedda opera-
tions will, it 1s hoped, soon be so Jeveloped as to become financially remunerative.

18,244 Under ' Law and Justice,” owing to the establishment of certain new courts, namely
those of the—

Rs.
District Judge, Bangaloie 7,198
Additional Muns\ff 5,075
and Railway Magistrate 7,096
55,070 Under “ Police " owing chiefly —
to the cost of the Railway Police and the Ooregaum Special
Police being incurred for the entire year ... 16,000
to the transfer of the Mysore Town Police from the
Municipal to State Funds ... 26,077
to the formation of an armed Reserve force at Shimoga
and Bangalore .. - 9,294
and to the improvement of the Bangaloie Town Police ... 1,000

D. A. 30
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.

40,959 Under “ Tducation,” owing to new schools, both direct and aided.

21,184 Under * Medical,” chiefly on account of medicines purchased, some purchases of the
previous years also being adjusted in the year under retrospect.

22,318 Under * Pensions and Gratuities,” owing to the gratuities paid to runners belonging to
the abolished Anche, the adjustment during the year of pensions paid from the Bntish
Treasury for 13 months and some retirements among the higher officers, such as the
Chief Judge, Legislative Secrctary, etc.

2,67,944 Under “ Refunds,” because 3 lakhs were rofunded to the Irrigation Cess Fund in ad-
justment of previous years' omissions, The amount thus refunded being expended by

the D. P. W. on Irrigation Works, there was a corrcsponding decreass in D. P. W,
expenditure from State Funds.

18,853 On account of the new department tewporarily entertained for the Census of 1891.
23,889 Under various miscellancous items.

Ha,vi\ng thus explained the principal variations in the income and expenditure
of the past two years, I wish now to invite your attention to statewents of the

gross and net income and expenditure which give a comprehensive view of the net
financial results of the past two years.



No. I—Statement of Gross and Net Income 1890-91. GENERAL. No. II—Statement of Gross and Net Expenditure 1890-91.
! - |
Gross Net Net Gross Net | Net
Charges, Iacome
Heads of Revenue Receipts, Recelpts, Receipts, Heads of Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure, : Expenditare,
1890-91 189091 1890-91 185990 19091 | 189091 Ye00.91 T569.90
o N 1 |
-~ ! -
- Rs Rs. Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs, Rs
1. Land Revenue, mncluding rent on salt-pans 87,61,132 11,386,210 76,24,922 78,55,888 1 Interest on Savings Bank Deposits 58,666 58,666 57.508
and Interest on ariears
2 Mehataifa . . 3,38,063 . 3,38,063 8,568,115 2, Civil Establishments included under Adminis- 4,58,918 4,58,918 4,923,276
8. Gold Mining— tration, Inam Department and Revenue
a) Five per cent Rojalty . . { 234,841 2,384,341 1,96,636 Survey
1) Premia, etc., on new leases . 71,225 ,225 0 3 Stationery and Punting 85,634 4,838 60,606 75,017
. Total Gold Mining * 8,05,566 3,05,566 1,96,638 4 Palace Chaiges 13,00,'000 13,00,000 18,00,000
4 Forests— Courts 6,99,502 53,469 6,46,083 6.16,875
(a) Sandalwood . j 9,837,730 1,24,413 8,138,317 7,99,968 5 Judicial Charges
b) Timber, plantatlons, fuel, eto 4,71,994 8,53,008 | 1,18,926 70,608 \ Prisons 74,111 17,704 36,407 64.958
¢) Elephant Kheddas | se, 151,438 | —1,15,145 —16,426
6 Police 6,77,871 38,567 6,74,304 6,18,944
Total Forests 14,46,012 6,28,914 8,17,098 8,54,045
7. Post Office 8,487 3,437 14,582
5 Excise . . . 20,28,076 60,273 19,67,803 17,07,353 _
6 Sayar 388586 14,427 8,74,159 4,02,353 8 Education 8,02,729 43,632 2,59,097 2,28,576
7 Stumps . 5,79,936 19,948 5,59,988 5,71,650 .
S Regstration . .- 6,529 82,201 84,328 85,363 9 Muzra: 2,682,559 2,82,559 2,765,663
9. Amnt Mahal 34,162 27,934 s 11,579
10 Interest on Investments - 8,090,737 8,09,787 2,77,083 | 10 Medical 1,96,690 6,286 1,90,304 1,66,667
11  Sundiy other sources of income . 84,202 84,202 69,695 '
11 Minor Departments 83,589 6,052 77,637 62,958
' 12 Cinil Furlough Allowances, etc . 84,092 34,092 21,019
Total 148,42,001 19,19,907 124,922,004 123,989,751
13 Pensions 2,90,191 2,90,191 2,67,873
Deduet— 14 Miscellaneous 91,788 91,788 76,182
* (u Ordinary —38,988 —66,014 | 15. Military 7,65,887 7.55,887 7,496,266
Refunds Extraordina ¥, bemg nd]ustmeut of Ilugatlou Cess —3,00,000
account of past yeais 16. Loss on Surplus Investment Account 21,982 14,270 7,712 27,178
Add~
Recovery of amount spent in previous years on the survey of the Mysore- +17,762
Nunjangud Railway. Total Ordinary 54,17,396 1,49.818 52,607,578 50 83,812
Deduet e dy aud Poltical P T
ubsidy and Pohtical Pensions —25,50,129 —23,50,640
ol 17 Public Works 19,90,629 16,687 19,73,942 21,75,612
Net Revenue 95,45,739 97,28,097
Deduct Net Expenditure as per Statement No. II 72,41,620 72,14,424 —
Sarplus .. e e . o 23,04,219 Total including Public Works 74,08,025 1,66,505 72,41,620 72,14,424

25,08.673

61T



RAILWAYS.

h)
Heads of Revenne Rlegaﬁ)ts, Rei\ef;ts, Heads of Expenditure E:gggdi- E‘tlg:;%"
83091 | 1889- 1890-91 | 188990
Rs Rs Rs Rs
Railway Receipts— Raillway Payments—
(A) State Railway built with borrowed capital and under management of (A) State Railway built with borrowed capital and under management of
Southern Mahratta Railway Company— - Southern Mabratta Rallway Campany—
Receipts being jths of Net earnings . R, 1,24,987 *1,78,756 (@) Mysore Railway Loans Redemption Fund 4,00,000 4,00,000
Payments as per Statement No. II e 11,10,946 12,10,258 (b) Interest on Mysore Railway Loan of 20 Lakhs 1,00,770 1,11,907
. (¢} Interest on Englhish Railway Loan of £ 1,200,000 ’ 6,10,176 6,98,391
Net Expenditure (A) Railway 9,685,959 10,31,542
Total Payments (A) Raillway 11,10,946 | 12.10,298
{B) State Railway built with State Funds—
Receipts e we e e (B) State Railway built wath State Funds— )
Payments as per Statement No II .. 63,628 1,511 4 Capital outlay Bangalore-Hundupur Line 53,628 1,541
Net Expenditure (B) Railway 53,628 1,541 Total Payments (B) Radway 53,628 1,641
Grand Total. Net Expenditure—Railways 10,389,587 | 10,33,083 Grand Total Payments 11,64,674 ! 12,11,834

* Excludes Miscellaneous payments to Southern Mahratta Railway Company Rs, 818.

01
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You will see, from these statements, that under all heads of Revenue, after
deducting charges of collection, the net receipts amounted to Rs. 124,22,000
against Rs. 123,40,000 in 1889-90; that there occurred large increases under
‘“Gold Mining,” “ Excise ” and * Interest on investments” as already explained at
soize length ; that as against these increases, there was a considerable falling-off in
“Land Revenue” and small decreases in minor items of income, and that the
Revenue Keceipts of the year were in the net result nearly one lakh better than in
1889-90. But if we deduct from the net Revenue Receipts, Refunds, Subsidy and
Political Pensions, the net revenue of the year was only Rs. 95,45,739 against
Rs. 97,23,097, owing to the refund of 3 lakhs to the Irrigation Cess Fund as already
explained—an item which is not likely to recur.

From the net Revenue Receipts as ahove has been met the net Expenditure on
account of His Highness the Maharaja's Civil List, the General Administration,
Judicial Tribunals, Police, Military Forces, Public Works and charges of other
departments which are not sources of revenue. The aggregate of such net expendi-
ture was very slightly in excess of the amount for the previous year (Rs. 72,41,520
in 1890-91 against Rs. 72,14,424 in 1889-90), and after deducting it from net
Revenue Receipts, the surplus which accrued was Rs. 23,04,219 as compared with
Rs. 25,08,673 in 1889-90.

Railway Income and Expenditure.—I have so far not taken intu consideration
the Receipts and Payments on account of the State Railway. Three-fourths of the
net earnings of the Mysore-Harihar system received from the Southern Mahratta
Railway Company 4mounted only to Rs. 1,24,987 as compared with the Rs. 1,79,574
received in 1889-90. The net earnings of 1890-91 appear to have amounted to
Rs. 2,63,221, but the actual credits given to the Durbar during the year were in
respect of the earnings of 12 months fromm October 1889 to Scptember 1890, and
amounted only to Rs. 1,24,987.

Against this Income, the Durbar have made the following payments :—

' Rs.
Contribution to the Mysore Raialway Loans Redemption Fund ... 4,00,000

Interest on the Mysore Railway Loan of 20 Lakhs ... 100,770
Interest on the English Railway Loan of £1,200,000 ... 6,10,176
Total ... 11,10,946

Deducting railway earnings from the amount of payments as above, we find
that the net expenditure of the year on account of the State Railway built with borrow-
ed capital was Rs. 9,85,959 as compared with a similar expenditure of Rs. 10,31,542
in 1889-90. With the addition of the cost of the Bangalore-Hindupur Railway,
now under construction by the State, the total railway net expenditure amounted
to Rs 10,39,587, thus reducing the surplus of the year (Rs. 23,04,219) to Rs. 12,64,632.

Cash Balance.—This surplus, added to the opening balance of Rs. 92,11,424, gave
on 31st March 1891 a closing balance of Rs. 104,76,056. Out of this, Rs. 58,85,200
were in investmments in Government of India Pro-Notes and Mysore Railway
Debentures, and the balance Rs. 45,90,856 in cash, held in Government Treasuries
and in Current Deposit 1n the Madras Bank. In addition to the above closing
balance of ordinary State Funds, there was on the last day of the year a sum of
Rs. 10,289,463 to the credit of the Railway Loans Redemption Fund.

T'he Budget excluding all Railway Receipts and Payments—The Budget for
the current year as.finally revised estimates for an income of Rs. 139,59,000, as
compared with an actual of Rs. 145,08,000 in the previous year. It provides for an
expenditure of Rs. 122,56,000 and the anticipated surplus is therefore about 17 lakhs.
The amount of the estimate expenditure is very nearly the same as the actuals of the
previous year ; yet there are included in it a few items, to which it is desirable to
request your attention. The Civil List of His Highness the Maharaja has been
raised fromn 13 to 14 lakhs per annum with effect from 1st June 1891 and from the
same date, the expenditure on account of certain Muzrai Institutions (Rs. 20,460
per annum) and the Palace Infantry and the Body-Guard (Rs. 67,840 per annum)
have been transferred from the Palace to the State Budget. Provision for these
additional charges for ten months of the current year (amounting to Rs. 1,56,910)
has been made in the revised- Budget. The transfer of Her Highness the Maha-
rani’s girls’ school to Government management, the proposed Oriental Library of

D. A, 31
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Sanskrit and Kannada literature, the organization of a Regiment of Cavalry for
Imperial Service, the Census Department, the new Courts established last year, all
contribute to an additional expenditure of about Rs. 1,60,000 which is shewn in the
felw{/lilsed Budget. The D. P. W. grant has, as in previous years, been fixed at 20
akhs.

Railway Budget.—TFrom the State Railway under the management of the
Southern Mahratta Railway Company, a revenue of Rs. 2,97,000 is anticipated,
while the provision made for payments on account of the same Railway (towards
the Redemption fund and Interest on borrowed capital) amounts to Rs. 11,29,000. On
the Bangalore-Hindupur Railway under construction by the State, an expenditure
of 15 lakhs is provided, while Rs 4,000 have been given for surveying a branch to
connect the Kolar Road Station with the Kolar Gold Mines. Thus the net expen-
diture of the year on Railways will amount to over Rs. 23} lakhs, while the ordinary
State revenue is expected to yield a surplus of 17 lakhs.

Public Works.— Railways.—I have next to request your attention to the working
of some of the principal departinents of the State. The department that I shall
first refer to is that of Public Works to which is devoted the largest proportion of
our resources. In the administration of this department, the item that will most
interest you is, I believe, our new Railways. I informed you last year that the
Bangalore-Hindupur Railway had been definitely sanctioned. Since then, work
has been vigorously taken in hand and I amn glad to say excellent progress has been
made all along the line. There is every reason to hope that it will be opened to
traffic as far as Doddaballapur by April next. Works have been most satisfactorily
pushed forward on the difficult ghat beyond Doddballapur--the link on which it
was apprehended there would be difficulties and delay. From the foot of the ghat
to Goribidnur, work has not as yet advanced far, but this section was the last onec
to take in hand, and on it the work will be comparatively easy, with the exception
perhaps of the Pinakini bridge which involves well-sinking and the erection of large
iron girders. Materials for the permanent way are daily arriving from England.
I may add here that under a systemn of competition by means of tenders, we were
able to obtain very favorable terms for these materials from first class firms in
England and what they supply is of the best quality. The sleepers are being
brought over frotn our own Forests. So far then, we have reuson to congratulate
ourselves on what has been done on this Railway.

The extension to Nanjangud has been all but completed and will shortly be
opened for public traffic.

Amongst other railway matters which have engaged the attention of Govern-
ment during the last year, is a project for a link to connect the Madras Railway
from Bowringpet with the Kolar Gold Fields. A broad guage line, which will
obviate break of bulk and be in every way a greater convenience to the public and
which will be worked by the Madras Raillway with their own stock and on very
favourable terms, is the one which has commended it<elf to us as the best. The sur-
vey has been made by the Railway Branch of our Public Works Departinent, and the
estimates and plans are now being prepared. I hope we shall be in a position to
undertake actual work in the course of the next few months, should our negotiations
with the Madras Railway Cowmpany be carried through to a successful issue.

In addition to the above, our operations next year will etnbrace the preliminary
survey of the branch contemplated from Birur to Shimnoga. This extension will be
of the greatest importance to the Province and should it be finally sanctioned, 1
hope to be able to allot funds for it in the course of the coming year. That Chik-
magalur and Hassan ought, at an early date, to be connected with the railway will
be admitted by every one, but it is not equally easy to determine on the best points
of junction, the best routes to follow or the feasibihty of single branch to serve both
Chikmagalur and Hassan. This subject will engage our attention during the next
few months. However these details may be settled, I need not assure you that as
regards our main railway policy, there will be no pause in the course of develop-
ment which we have mapped out for the administration and, should our financial
condition continue to nuprove as it has done, the next decade will see the Province
intersected by lines which, in the decade preceding the Rendition, were only
thought of as remotc possibilities.
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Ordinary Public Works.—On Public Works other than Railways, the aggregate
outlay during the year amounted to Rs. 29,31,882. Distributed under the several
heads of service, it was as follows—

Rs

Miltary buildings . 31,355
Civil buildings © ee e ee 3,09,258
Communications e . e . 8,82,679
Irrigation works 10,19,529
Miscellaneous public improvements .- .. 1,60,049
Tools and Plant 26,305
Establishment .- 4,88,797

29,17,972
Suspense account . 13,910

29,31,882

Out of the above total amount, Rs. 19,90,630 were provided from the State
Revenue, Rs. 4,98,318 from District Funds and Rs. 4,42,934 from the Irrigation
Cess Fund.

The programme of works put before you in 1889 continues to be the basis on
which the Public Works Department carries forward its projects, modified of course
when items of that programme are shown to be impracticable or too costly or
distinctly unremunerative.

Under “Communications” the bridge across the Tunga has been practically com-
pleted ; that over the Bhadra has not made such good progress as was expected and the
main difficulties in connection with the Belur bridge, that is the pier foundations, have
been satisfactorily overcome, so that allthe remaining arches canbe turned this season.
For the Cauveri bridge at Yedatore, the project and estinate are now under prepa-
ration and will be shortly ready. The location of the bridge near the town and the
nuwber of spans, size and height of arches, ete., have all been decided on iu such a
way as will permit of the bridge being used by a possible future Railway. The
bridge across the Hemavathi at Hole-Narsipur will next receive our attention.

And as regards our roads, I have had statements prepared for your information
which shew that during the last 10 years, 471 miles of entirely new roads have been
opened out and more or less completed in the various districts, whilst 218 miles of
incomplete roads which came to us at the Rendition have been fully completed. 1
say advisedly that the above 471 miles of newly opened roads have been completed
more or less, because, I wish you to understand that whilst many of them have
been entirely finished, some of them, though open to traffic, have still to be worked
out to standard by bridging, tunnelling, metalling, etc., on which progress is being
pushed forward all round. On these new roads, an aggregate outlay of Rs. 10,84,709
has been incurred from Provincial and District Funds, and some of them are
important railway feeders on which the development of our railway traffic mainly
depends. I may, in this connection, also mention that the Government have
passed orders on the subject of opening out the western malnad of Sagar. The
Hinne Ghat has been decided upon as giving easy and ready access to the market
at Gersoppa and I believe that the majority of the raiyats in the malnad were in
favor of this Ghat. The two roads now on hand, one starting from Avinahalli and
the other from Talguppa, will afford an excellent outlet for the supari of the
western malnad and remove one of the many grievances of the raiyats of this tract.

Our large irrngation works now in hand are simply those commenced in former
years and referred to in my last Address; these have been advanced towards com-
pletion. No new schemes of any great importance have been matured though several
are in course of preparation. Last year, I alluded specially to the large irrigation
scheme known as the Kalnathpur Channel Project. Although the Government
have had before them for some time the opinions of the various officers censulted
on the subject, a definite decision as to its final rejection or sanction has not been
comne to. The work is one involving both sanitary and financial considerations of
wide effect, requiring most careful thought before final orders can be passed on it,
but T may add that there exist several irrigation projects of equal magnitude which
promise equally good, if not better, financial results than the Kalnathpur Project.

I also alluded last year to the difference which had arisen with the Madras
authoritics as to the rights of Mysore to the full use of its drainage areas. 1
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informed you that the question had been laid before the Government of India. No
ruling on the points at issue has been issued as yet, but I am happy to inform you
that the basis for a solution of the. difficulty has been arranged with the Madras
Government 1n a way that is likely to remove, to a considerable extent, the check
that the progress of our irrigation works had received in tracts bordering upon the
Madras Presidency.

Though not connected with the Public Works Department, I may refer in this
place to the subject of well-irrigation which, for protective value in times of drought
and local prosperity in ordinary times, is far superior to ordinary works of tank
irrigation. During the last famine, the only oases in the midst of the general
desolate appearance of the country were, besides the tracts watered by our river-
cha,nnels?‘fhose special regions favored with well-irrigation. The disappearance of
surface springs in localities where they formerly existed and the generalplowering of
the spring level in our northern and north-eastern taluks, which have taken place
during recent years, have indicated the need for exceptional activity in the con-
struction of new irrigation wells on a large scale. Want of capital and the almost
usurious interest at which alone money can be had in the market have, where all other
conditions were favourable, been the cause of the raiyat’s inability to provide him-
self with irrigation wells. Under such circumstances, His Highness’ Government
have resolved to make advances for the sinking of wells at a nominal rate of
interest, repayable by easy instalments in a long series of years, and as the pro-
cedure under which such advances can be obtained has been made exceedingly
simple, as no further security is demanded than the well and the land it irrigates,
as exemption to the raiyat from enhanced assessment ou the ground of the well
has been guaranteed, while the risk of ifs failure has been undertaken by the
Government and as a special officer has been appointed to give the advances on the
spot without the delay of circuitous correspondence through the usual official
channel, His Highness the Maharaja hopes that the agricultural population will
not be slow to avail'themselves of the benefit which is thus offered to them and
that, year after year, the area under well-irrigation will expand till in the near
future every spot where weli-irrigation is possible will have 1ts own well and there-
by become the centre of an extra source of food-supply.

Forests—Turning next to the Forest department, we find the area brought
under regular planting during the past year in the several districts was 2,442 acres
or about 4 square miles. The total area of plantations stocked during the past
five years has amounted to 9,500 acres or about 15 square miles. The planting
operations this year have been somewhat retarded by the unfavourable character of
the season.

You will be glad to hear that orders have been issued for the demarcation of
the jungles in the western malnad of Sagar and Nagar with a view to allotments
being made for Kumri. The Government trust that with the introduction of Kumri
on a limited scale, the garden owner of the malnad will obtain the much-needed
relief from wild animals, the Bachéhula and other pests, and will also be able to
secure labor on easier terms and in greater quantity than he is now able to comn-
mand. It may also be possible to utilize the system of Kumri for purposes of
eliminating from forests inferior kinds of trees and replacing themn by valuable
species by insisting that Kumn cultivators, when they clear fresh patches for cereal

" cultivation, should sow with their crops a certain quantity of seeds of trees yielding
timber and forest produce. 'This, it is believed, they will checrfully do, if they are
paid for the healthy seedlings grown by them.

Sandalwood las, year after year, been yielding an increased revenue. The
Forest departmment has been unremitting in its attention to the reproduction of
sandalwood and to the proper conservancy of this valuable source of revenue.

Government have passed Rules regarding fuel required by the raiyats and
certain mohatarfa-paying classes. From the District Forests, reasonable provision
will be roade for the requirements of villagers, and the remaining jungles, wherever
their situation is favorable, will be constituted Fuel Reserves. The rates fixed for
fuel are moderate, and will not press hard on the people. It has been already
announced that the system of levying seigniorage at the gates of toivns has been
abolished. Government Reserves cannot possibly be expected to satisfy fully the
growing demand for fuel. It is satisfactory to note that in the vicinity of populous
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centres, notably Bangalore and portions of the railway line where the price of fuel
has risen, private capitalists are formming numerous fuel plantations.

-New rules have also been passed defining the p}ivileges of raiyats in regard
to wood and bamboos required for agricultural purposes and for houses and cattle
sheds. They have been conceived in a liberal spirit and it is trusted they will meet
the complaints the raiyats have made from year to year both from the malnad and
the maidan taluks.

Soppinbettas.—The raiyats of the malnad taluks will be gratified to hear that
Government have decided to grant full rights in their Soppinbettas to such garden
owners as may have defined tracts attached to their gardens. With a view to allot-
ting Soppinbetias to each survey number of garden where no such allotment now
exists, a survey party was deputed last year to the Shimoga district. The garden
owners will be free to cut all kinds of timber in their Bettas, except sandal and
teak. The privileges conceded are large. I would call on the Representatives of
Shimoga and Kadur districts to explain to the malnad raiyats that such large con-
cessions have been made under the belief that they will conduce to the better con-
servancy and improvement of the existing Betfas and that Government looks to
them to exercise the privilege with great moderation and care.

Kheddas.—In January last, three drives were made on different dates in the
Kakankote forest and 70 elephants in all were ¢aptured ; some of these died short-
ly afterwards. Out of 44 elephants retaimed, 41 (of which 14 were tuskers) were
taken to Tellicherry this.time and sold there for Rs 50,705.

Education.—The last year has been one of increased activity and marked prog-
ress in education. The number of Public Institutions increased from 1,441 to
1,596 or by 10'7 per cent, and the number of pupils increased from 66,501 to 72,970
or by 97 per cent. Of the Public Institutions, 1,410 were Government schools, 2
were Municipal schools, 156 were aided schools and 28 were unaided schools.
By the side of the Public Institutions, there were 1,814 private indigenous schools
with 23,457 pupils. The total number of all schools was 3,410 and of pupils 96,427.
The increase in the number of Government schools during the year was 152. Of
the new schools, 97 were Hobli schools, 46 other Vernacular schools and 8 were
English schools.

The total expenditure on Education (inclusive of new buildings) from all
sources was Rs. 6,39,737, to which the State Funds contributed Rs 3,17,552, the
Local Funds Rs. 1,59,730, Municipal Funds Rs. 19,365, Fees Rs. 60,013 and other
sources Rs. 83,077. The total amount spent on Grants-in-aid was Rs. 68,699, of
which Rs. 57,6561 was derived from State Funds, and Rs. 11,048 from Municipal

Funds.
There -were 59 scholars who studied the technical subjects of Engineering,
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Arts and Forestry at Poona, Madras, Bombay and
Dehra' Dun. They received scholarships from the State amounting in all to
Rs. 11,829. A Mysore scholar passed this year, for the first time in history of the
Madras University, the M. B. and C. M. Examination in the First Class. Another
Mysore scholar passed the L. C. E. Examination of the Bombay University in the
First Class with the highest number of marks ever awarded, and won the guaranteed
appointment of an Assistant Engineer in Bombay. Three Mysore scholars passed
out of the Dehra Dun Forest school. :

The total number of girls’ schools was 97. The total number under instruc-
tion was 10,025, being an advance of 24'4 per cent as compared with the previous
year. The total amount spent on girls’ schools from all sources was Rs. 67,911.

An important change was made in the system of supervision over girls’ schools
throughout the Province. With a view to enable the local people directly interested
in the success of female education to watch over the growth of the system and so
direct it that every step taken in advance may have the sympathy and support of
the native community at large, the Government last year placed every girls’ school
maintained from State Funds under the immediate supervision of local comunittees.
The comunittees have been given large powers of management, and the initiative
rests, in almost all cases with them, subject to approval of Government.
Fewmale education cannot becowe firinly established in the country, until the peo-
ple begin to look upon the education of their girls, whether children or adults, as
necessary and as obligatory as that of their boys. The Government have thought
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that the best way of securing this result in the infancy of female education is to
leave as much as possible to the intelligent and sympathetic guidanece of local
-committees, Government reserving to itself the power of seeing that no departure
is made from broad recognized general principles, in adapting either the system of
studies or of discipline to local peculiarities and local prejudices.

Three important girls’ schools—the Maharani’s girls’ school, Mysore, the
Arya Balika Pathasala, Bangalore, and the Empress girls’ school, Tumkur—have,
during the year, been added to the number of Government girls’ schools, and placed
under the supervision of Committees.

Her Highness the Maharani’s girls’ school, has undergone a thorough revision
of its system of studies and management in the hands of the influential committee
appointed to supervise it. This school, which is already a popular institution in
the State, promises to become one of wide-spread usefulness. Five Brahmin ladies
trained in the school have lately been appointed teachers in this school and others
will be appointed to the remaining classes also, as capable lady teachers become
available. A trained European lady will soon be sent for from England for charge

1

of the teaching of the normal classes.

Among the special classes, the number of Mahomedans receiving education in
all public institutions increased from 6,518 to 8,033 or by 23'2 per cent. There
were moreover 2,152 Mahomedans reading in private institutions.

The Inspecting Staff has been recently reorganized. The nuwber of Deputy
Inspectors has been increased from four to eight, and the grade of Sub-Deputy
Inspectors of Hobli schools has been abolished. Two Assistant Deputy Inspectors
have been appointed for Hindustani schools and one for Kannada schools. The
increase of cost is slight and the whole cost of inspention will hereafter be borne by
the State Funds. It is hoped that the reorganization of the Inspecting Staff, from
which all incapable men have been weeded out, will give a great impulseto priwary
Vernacular education. 1

Steps have been taken to form an Oriental Library of Sanskrit and Kannada
works which will be located in the Victoria Jubilee Institute of Mysore. A collection
will be made of the best published literature and of rare and useful manuscripts both in
Sanskrit and Kannada. Copies will be obtained of such manuscripts as cannot be
procured in original and steps will be taken to publish rare works in a uniform series.

Archeological Survey.—During the year, the Kolar district was completed,
and the survey was extended over 7 taluks, nearly all in the extreme North-West
malnad. More than 1,500 inscriptions were secured, some of them of great interest
and value. One group confirms the traditions of the rule of the Gupta kings in the
Mysore country. -Another belongs to the Kadambas, while a third, found at the
ancient Jain capital of Hombucha or Huwmcha, throws valuable light onancient Jain
ruling dynasties. And at the ancient capital of Balagami, the situation of the old
Buddhist monastery has been traced and an image discovered of Tara Devi.

E.cise.—An important step in advance has been recently taken by the Govern-
ment in regard to the management of the Toddy Revenue. Under the present
system of districtwar contracts, owing to the existence of a series of middlemen
between the Government and the contractor, the State does mnot derive its
proper share of the revenue, and, owing to the want of safficient control,
the date groves are themselves deteriorating to such an extent as in sowe
places to imperil the Toddy Revenue of the future, and in many instances the
quality of toddy supplied to the public is so bad as to drive many persons
accustomed to this comparatively innocent drink to resort to the more
harmful arrack. In order to remedy these defects, the Government recent-
ly issued orders for dividing each taluk into a number of convenient farms. This
measure, when successfully carried out, as I hope it will be, is likely to bring to the
State a much larger revenue than heretofore, besides enabling the Government to
conserve and improve the existing date groves and eunsuring the supply of a more
wholesome article to the consuming public.

I may in this connection refer also to the vexed question of the inamdars’ Toddy
Revenue, with which the Representatives from the Mysore district especially are so
well acquainted. The Government have decided to compensate every inamdar
entitled to the Toddy Revenue by means of a fixed ready-money inam from the
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Government Treasury, the amount-of such inam, where doubtful, being ascertained
by separate farming or otherwise as Government in each case may decide.

I now come to touch upon a few special subjects of general interest. The first
among them is the Census.

Census.—On 26th February last, a Census of the entire Province was taken.
The system of enumeration adopted was that prescribed for the whole of India. In-
cluding, the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore, the population returned was
4,943,079 as compared with 4,186,188 in 1881 and 5,055,412 in 1871. It will thus
be seen that the increase during the last decade was very considerable nearly 1808
per cent ; but during the previous decade (from 1871 to 1881), about a million of the
population had been swept away by the disastrous famine of 1876-77. The popula-
tion at present has over one lakh still to make up to reach the figure of 1871.

Municipal Elections.—The representatives from the cities of Bangalore and
Mysore will be glad to learn that His Highness has been pleased to direct the
extension of the election system to their municipalities with effect from April next.
The gualification for a voter is fixed at either an annual house-rent of Rs. 30 or an
annual payment of Rs. 10 as municipal mohatarfa and land-taxes. The qua-
lification for a Commissioner is fixed at an annual house-rent of Rs. 100 or an
annual payment of Rs. 30 as taxes. In the case of graduates of Universities, half of
the above amounts of taxes has been fixed. These hmits will, it 1s expected, give for
either city about 1,500 electors and 100 persons qualified to be elected. The mea-
sure as now sanctioned contemplates that one half of the Municipal Commissioners
should be elected by the rate-payers, the other half being either ez-officio members
or those appointed by the Government. Such a mixed constitution will, it 1s hoped,
ensure the executive efficiency of the respective Boards in the 1mmediate future
and at the same time place in the hands of the rate-payers, through their elected
representatives, not only the power to control all municipal affairs but also by the
good work done to establish their own claim to a larger share of representation.

Muzrai Reform.—That reform in the management of the State Muzrai (or
religious and charitable) Institutions is much needed has been pressed upon the
attention of the Government in previous meetings of this Assembly, and T am now
able to inform you that it has been decided to depute a specialy qualified officer as
Muzrai Superintendent to enquire into the subject on the spot and to carry out
the needed reform in the case of each institution, under the general or special orders
of Government. These duties will occupy him probably for a perjod of 3 or 4 years
but when once all Institutions are thoroughly reformed and placed upon a sound
and efficient footing, the future management of them on the lines laid down will,
as heretofore, have to be carried on by the local executive authorities.

The New Civil Service Scheme.—His Highness the Maharaja has, for some time
past, experienced considerable difficulty in filling suitably the higher appointinents
of the Executive and Judicial service by selection from among the lower ranks, and
he has accordingly resolved to adopt a system under which proper recruits, with a
high and liberal education and with talents far above the average, could be admitted
as Probationers and be trained in due course of time for the future wants of the
service. The scheme contemplates a periodical competitive examination of the
standard adopted in Madras for the selection of statutory civilians. The men who
pass best at such examinations are to be admitted as Probationary Assistant Com-
nissioners, an equal number being admitted by nominations made by His Highness
the Maharaja from among members of old Mysore families and from distinguished
ofticers of the subordinate scrvice and generally with reference to such considera-
tions as may commend themselves to His Highness. 'The members of the present
Assistant Cowmmissioners’ grade will have rank and prospects of advancewment to
the higher grade, equal to those of the men admitted under the new system. It
will thus be seen that our chief aim is to introduce into our service some new blood
and talent which it at present so badly wants, as admitted by every one capable of
forming any opinion upon the subject, and at the same time to safe-guard in every
possible way the interests of the really competent in the present service, whether
they are already Assistant Commissioners or are now only in subordinate appoint-
ments.
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You will be glad to know that His Highness has further been pleased to direct

*Sagar the constitution of *four Sub-Divisions' of - Districts

French Rocks. under separate officers with the object as well of train-
Closepet. ing future district officers as of adding to the conveni-
Chikballapur. ence of the people in the more distant taluks.

Gentlemen, before concluding this Address, I must refer to the apprehended
failure of the rains and the consequent scarcity which threatened us during the last
few months. It is a matter for sincere gratification that those apprehensions have
now been allayed owing to the most seasonable rains we have had since the begin-
ning of this month. 1Indeed, only a fortnight ago, the situation was regarded as so
grave that\brders were issued for throwing open the State forests for free grazing,
as also for the actual commencement, in parts of Chitaldrug and Tumkur, of
village relief- works in connection with our existing system for the repair of minor
tanks. This was considered sufficient to deal with the earlier stages of the distress
which threatened, and for a more aggravated condition of things necessitating
works on a larger scale, a programme of works was got ready exactly on the same
basis as that which I explained to you in my Address of October 1885, in which
year the agricultural outlook was precisely sirhilar. Happily, the recent plentiful
rains have removed all cause for present apprehension, and I only touch on the
above proposals so that you may be aware of the action of the Government in the
circumstances of the anxious time through which we have passed. I may also add,
that, notwithstanding the heavy drain on our food-stocks made by the distress in
some Madras districts and the temptation of- the prevailing high prices, our raiyats
have from all accounts not been unmindful of their duty to reserve sufficient stock
for their own use against a possible rainless season and this provident self-restraint
was beyond all praise and truly a matter for sincere congratulation.

MysoRE, - K. SHESHADRI IYER,
15th October 1891. Dewan of Mysore.



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON TUESDAY, THE 4th OCTOBER 1892.

GENTLEMEN,

I have received His Highness the Maharaja's commands to place before you
to-day the Statements of the Revenue and Expenditure of the past year, together
with a brief account of the more important measures of Government undertaken
since our last meeting.

In order to enable you the more readily to understand the financial statements
of the past vear, it is necessary to refer in this place to the change which has been
introduced in the reckoning of the official year, which hitherto used to end on the
31st March and will hereafter close on the 30th June. Last year was the first year
of the altered reckoning and to its ordinary terin of 12 months had to be added thethree
months of April, May and June 1892. The change was the natural consequence of
the extension of the khistbandi (or system of instalments for payments of Revenue)
beyond March so as to take in the whole of the agricultural season which ends with
May, in comphance with your recommendation at the last meeting. It was neces-
sary that the year for revenue purposes should embrace all the months during
which the revenue had to be’collected, and it was deemed convenient that instead
of having the year end on 30th June for revenue purposes and on 31st March for
other purposes, it should end on 30th, June for all revenue, financial and other
official purposes. This change has the advantage of making the official year of an
essentially agricultural Province correspond with the cultivation season and the
term usually adopted in the agricultural contracts of the people.

The Revenue and Expenditure accounts of 1891-92 have accordingly been pre-
pared separately for the 12 months up to 31st March 1892 and for the additional
three mouths up to ~Oth June 1892, and the total for the whole period of 15 months
is shown as the Revenue and Expenditure of the year.

With this explanation, I shall now read to you the statements of State
Revenue and Expenditure, reserving for separate treatment Railway Income and
Expenditure.

D. A. » | 33
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Receipts.
|
1891-92
|
HEADS OF RECEIPTS 1890-91 | April 1891 | April 1892
to to Total
March 1892} June 1892
————
Rs. Rs. l *  Rs. Rs.
-!(a) Land Revenue Proper ° 87,12,705 | 46,95,302 ( 33,68,981 | 80,64,283
Land Revenue . (5) Rent from Salt-pans 22,489 | 15,837 ' 1,441 17,278
L(c) Interest on arrears 25,938 31,322 847 32,169
Total Land Revenue 87,61,132 | 47,42,461 | 33,71,269 | 81,13,730
Excise 20,28,076 | 19,73,865 | 6,17,943 | 25,91,807
Forest 14,46,012 | 15,41,267 | 1,43,919 | 16,85,186
Stamps 5,79,936 | 6,04,780 ! 1,89,023 | 7,93,803
Sayer 3,88,586 | 4,05,527 | 1,10,968 | b5,16,495
Mohatarfa 3,38,063 | 2,14,080 98,851 | 3,12,931
Law and Justice including J ail Recelpts i 71,173 76,447 } 18,031 94,478
Registration 66,529 76,033 24,076 | 1,00,109
Amrit Mahal 34,162 30,766 3,461 34,227
Education - 43,632 44,319 12,827 57,146
Public Works 16,687 27,341 3,453 30,794
Five per cent Royalty 2,34,341 | 3,75,784 | 1,39,504 | 5,15,288
Gold Mining ... Prospecting license fees, pre-
mia on new leases granted,
L ete. 71,225 2,162 1,000 3,162
Mediocal 6,286 10,766 - 902 11,668
Scientific and other Minor Depn,rtments 6,052 6,562 3,440 10,002
Profit or Loss on Investmens in Government of

India Pro-Notes . 14,270 75,765 | 1,34,391 | 210,156
Interest on Investment in Govemment of India Pro-

Notes and Mysore Railway Loan Debentures...| 2,49,400 | 2,75,104 86,760 | 3,61,864
Interest on curvent deposit, Madras Bank 60,337 64,207 64,207
Miscellaneous 92,607 | 87,249 23,255 | 1,10,504

Total ... 11,45,08,506 1,06,34,485 49,83,072 {1,56,17,557
Expenditure.
f
1891.92
Hraps oF DISBURSEMENTS 1890-91 | April 1891 | April 1892
) to to Total
March 1892 June 1892
|
Rs. Rs. ' Rs. Rs.
A.
Subsidy 24,50,000 | 24,50,000 ... 1 24,560,000
Civil List 13,00,000 | 13,83,333 | 3,50,000 | 17,33,333
Political Pensions mcludmg allowa.nces in lieu of

Jahgir ..] 100,129 | 1,03,753 30,965 | 1,34,718

Military Force «| 755837 | 846257 | 2,20,090 | 10,66,347
Total 46,05,966 | 47,83,343 | 6,01,055 | 53,84,398
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1891-92
HEADS OF DISBURSEMENTS 1890-91 April 1891 April 1893
4 to to Total
March 1892 | June 1892
Ras. Rs. Rs. Ras.
B.
Administration and Public Departments ... 2,74,123 2,82,071 83,964 3,66,035
Land Revenue Charges—
Deputy Commissioners of Districts ... 1,72,441 1,69,404 43,358 2,12,762
Sub-Divisional Officers ... 6,122 5,234 11,356
Assistant Commissioners and Esta-
blishments pee 67,317 64,543 17,228 81,771
Taluk Establishments 3,14,985 3,15,620 77,805 3,93,425
Revenue Survey 1,76,966 1,73,907 47,441 2,21,348
Inam Department 7.829 7,758 1,912 9,670
Remuneration to Vlllage Serva,nts 5,41,313 3,11,587 2,64,772 5,76,359
Other items 40,154 31,167 13,837 45,004
Excise 60,274 86,115 31,517 1,17,633
Forest including Elepha.nt Kheddas 6,28,914 5,70,703 1,50,552 7,21,255
Stamps v 19,948 21,881 4,878 26,759
Sayer 14,427 12,932 3,233 16,165
Stationery and Prmtmr' 85,533 92,526 31,859 1,24,385
Amrit Mahal 27,934 27,804 4,263 32,067
Scientific and Minor Deparbments 64,736 792,467 21,754 94,221
Total 24,96,894 22,46,607 8,03,607 30,50,214
C. I
Law and Justice including Jails oA 7,713,613 7,94,168 2,06,831 10,00,999
Police 6,77,871 6,98,742 1,83,540 8,82,282
Edueation 3,02,729 3,30,547 1,02,890 4,33,437
Muzrai 2,82,559 3,02,656 78,315 3,80,971
Medical ¢ 1,96,590 2,01,635 54,706 2,56,341
Superannuation Pensxons and Gra.tmtles 2,90,191 2,84,046 73,324 3,57,370
Public Works 19,90,629 22,33,076 5,04,213 27,37,289
Post Office © 8,437 122 122
Registration v . 32,201 37,002 11,066 48,068
British Officers’ furlough a.nd a.bsentee
allowances, retiring gratuities, com-
pensation allowances and leave a.nd
pensionary contributions 34,092 34,334 5,977 40,311
Interest on Savings Bank Deposits 58,666 68,000 17,355 85,355
Interest on Chanta.ble Funds 737 737
Refunds vee 3,33,988 43,080 9,059 52,139
Census 18,853 82,333 13,059 95,392
Miscellaneous, mcludmg cha.r"es on a.ccount
of visits of dlstmgmshed personages
and H. H. the Maharaja's tours ... 1,138,770 93,990 59,561 1,53,551
Deputation of a Special Officer for the n-
vestigation of the malnad garden assess-
ment 15,472 52 15,624
Audited charges of Famine Rehef Opera,-
tions 7,694 17,354 25,048
Premia, etc., pmd on Government of Indm. L
Pro-Notes purchased ... 95,810 95,810
Value of Awdry house purchased at Oota.-
camund . 30,000 30,000
Total 51,09,189 53,22,707 13,68,039 66,90,746
Grand Total 1,22,12,049 | 1,23,52,657 27,72,701 | 1,51,25,358

-
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Compared with the year 1890-91, the first twelve months of 1891-92 show
in actual realization the large decrease of nearly 38% lakhs under total State Revenue.

Under “Land Revenue,” the decrease was Rs. 40,18,000 and under * Mohatarfa
Rs. 1,24,000. The greater part of this decrease was due to the altered khistbandi,
which postponed for collection after the 31st March fully 45 per cent of the total
Revenue, which in previous years used to be collected before that date. The remainder
of the decrease under these heads was due to the drought which affected all the
maidan portions of the Province more or less throughout the whole year, and
necessitated remissions amounting Lo about 4 lakhs and postponements to about 8
lakhs. It is expected that a good proportion of the postponed amount will have to
be remitted eventually.

All other items of Revenue (excepting Excise) brought during the first 12
months of 1891-92 an aggregate. Revenue of 37 lakhs as compared with 33% lakhs
during 1890-91, being an increase of 3} lakhs. Under * Excise,” however, there
was a decrease of about } a lakh due to the heavy balance of uncollécted dues from
arrack and toddy contractors on 31st March. Thus, comparing the actuals of
1890-91 with the first 12 months of 1891-92, we find under heads other than
“Land Revenue ” and “ Mohatarfa” an improvement of about 2% lakhs.

But in order to arrive at a correct estimate of the measure of improvement
which has taken place in items of Revenue.other than Land and Mohatarfa, we
must institute a comparison between the actuals of 1891-92 with those of the
corresponding previous period of 15 months. This is attempted in the following

table :— .
1890-91 1891-92
Apnl 1890 | April 1891 April 1891 | April 1893 Increase
to March to June Total to March to June Total
1891 1891 (156 months) 1892 priii ) (156 mouths) |
—— —— — - — | —— l ——
f
Gold Mining 3,05,566 ! 91,610 8,97,176 3,717,946 1,40,504 5,18,450 f 1,21,274
Forests— )
(a) Sandalwood 9,387,730 1 9,058 9,46,788 9,60,146 11,058 9,60,204 | 38,416
{0} Othertems 5,08,282 1,93,5569 7,01,841 5,72,121 1,32,861 7,04,982 1 8,141
Excise 20,28,076 | 5,44,144 25,72,220 19,73,865 6,17,942 25,91,807 | 19,567
Sayer 8,88,586 | 1,18,425 5,07,011 4,06,527 1,10,968 5,16,495 9,484
Stamps 5,719,936 l 1,42,737 7,22,673 6,04,780 1,689,023 7,93,803 71,130
Registration 66,5629 18,411 84,940 76,033 24,076 1,00,109 15,169
Investment account . 8,24,007 | 67,825 8,91,832 4,156,076 2,21,161 6,586,227 2,44.395
QOther heads of Reveuue 2,70,599 } 60,716 3,81,315 2,83,450 65,869 8,48,819 17,604
i
Total 54,09,311 12,46,485 | 66,655,796 | 56,77,944 15,12,952 | 71,90,896 ' 5,35,100

It will thus be seen that the increase was general under all heads and amounted
to Rs. 5,35,000.

Under Gold Mining, we find a considerable rise in the amount of Royalty
realized, The gross value of the gold produced during the 15 months of the past
year was above 100 lakhs of rupees. The production during the past 3 years in the
more important mines in the Kolar Gold Fields, is compared below :—

1889 1890 1891

0z. 0z, 0Z.
Mysore s e .. 49,238 58,183 66,500
Oorigaum ... .| 16437 27351 34841
Nundidroog ... .l 6,129 15637 | 23,508
Balaghat ... 3,586 3,633 5,206
Total  ...| 75390 | 1,04,804 | 1,30,145

It is satisfactory to find that all these mines show steady improvement in pro-
duction. Some of the other mines are in process of active development and promise
good results in the near future, while the remaining mines in the Kolar Gold Fields
as well as the Honnali and Harnhalli mines have not, owing to financial and other
causes, been worked as yet to the extent necessary to give remunerative returns.-



133

~ Under * Forests,” the actual realizations from * Sandalwood” show a slight
improvement, while under * other items " the increase is insignificant.

The increase under “Excise” occurred during the last three months of the year,
and was due chiefly to the improved systemn of toddy and arrack administration
which was introduced from 1st April last and to which I shall make a special
reference hereafter,

The increase under “Sayer” is swall, while that under “Stamps” and
“ Registration " is considerable and indicates increased monetary transactions owing
to the famine.

The income from Interest on State Investments and Deposits in the Madras Bank
was Rs. 34,000 better, and on Government of India Pro-Notes which we had to sell
owing to the apprehended famine, large premia were realized (Rs. 75,000 up to 31st
March and Rs. 1,34,000 from 1st April to 30th June).

The total revenue actally realized during the 15 months of the past year
amounted to Rs. 1,56,17,557.

Now to compare the expenditure during the past two years, it is not necessary
to take into consideration the months of April, May and June 1892, as the ex-
penditurc under all service heads is evenly distributed over all the months. Hx-
clusive of payments on account of Railways, the total expenditure under all heads
during the first 12 months of 1891-92 amounted to Rs. 1,23,52,000, being an in-
crease of nearly Rs. 1,40,000 as compared with the 12 months of the previous year.

An increase has occurred under particular heads as explained below :—

Rs.

83,000 Owing to the increase in the Civil List from 13 wo 14 lakhs with effect from 1st

June 1891.
90,000 Under * Military Force,” neaily Rs 60,000 being due to the transfer of cost of the Palace
. Infantry and Body Guard from the Palace to the State Budget with effect frgm
1st June 1891, and the remainder chiefly to the compensation given for the high price
of forage.

26,000 Under “ Excise,” owing partly to the strengthening of the detective establishment under
*“ Arrack,” and partly to the temporary establishment which had to be entertained for
! the introduction of the new Toddy system.

20,000 Under “ Law and Justice,” owing chiefly to the charges on account of the recently formed
Civil and Sessions Court of Nundydroog being charged for the whole year as against
only 6 months in 1890-91, and to the establishment of a European Magistrate’s Court
at the Gold Mines towards the close of that year.

20,000 Under  Police” one-half of this is due to the appointment of separate officers as Super-
intendents and Assistant Superintendents of Police in November last, and the
other half to the cost of clothing supplied to the Mysore Town Police and the
charges on account of the Chikmagalur Town Police transferred from Mynicipal
Revenues.

98,000 Under * Education,” due to the transfer of the Maharani's Garls’ S_chool at Mysore to the
management of the Government, to the improvement effected in the Grade of Deputy
Inspectors and to increments to the salaries of masters.

20,000 Under * Muazrai,” Rs. 17,000 being due to the transfer of certain Muzrai Institutions
from the Palace to the State Budget with effect from 1st June 1891, and the remainder
to the appointment of a Muzrai Superintendent towards the latter part of the
year.

2,42,000 Under “ Public Works,” owing to the expansion of the ordinary Budget programme to
meet the requirements of a season of drought and scarcity.

63,000 Owing to the establishment entertained for the compilation of the Statistics of the last
Census.

9,000 Under * Interest ”’ paid on Savings Bank Deposits.

15,000 Due to the deputation of a Special Officer for the investigation of the garden settlement

in the Malnad.

7,000 Being the expenditure on Relief measuies actually charged to the accounts before 31s6
March 1892 ; and .

95,000 On aécount of Premia and anticipation interest paid for State Investments in Government
of India Pro-Notes.

The total of these increases amounts to Rs. 7,18,000.
Per contra there have been large decreases under the following heads :—

9,30,000 Remuneration of Village Servants. This decrease is on}y nominal and not a saving, 1}3
that part of the remuneration which remained unpaid on 31st March had to be pai
during the remaining months of the altered khistbands.

D. A. 34
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58,000 Under “ Forests,” the cost of Elephant Kheddas in the previous year having included
Rs. 65,000 the price of Kumks elephants purchased.

9,90,000 Under * Refunds,” because of the non-recurring itemr of 3 lakhs refunded to the Irrigation
Cess Fund in 1890-91 in adjustment of previous year’s omissions.

The total of these decreases amounted to Rs. 5,78,000 and thus reduced the
increase of expenditure to Rs. 1,40,000 for the first 12 months of the past year as
compared with the previous year.

During the 3 months from April to June 1892, the expenditure awmounted to
Rs. 27,72,701, thus making the total expenditure of the year Rs. 1,51,25,358.

Having so far explained the variations in income and expenditure under the
various h?ads, I would now ask your attention to the following statements showing
the gross' and net revehue and expenditure of the year as compared with
1890-91 :—
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No. I—Statements of Gross and Net Income 1891-92, [GENERAL.
| | '
Gross | Charges, |Net Receipts,
Receipts | from 1st from 1st
Heads of Revenue from 1st April April 1891 | Aprml 1891 | Net Receipts,
1891 to 30th" to 30th June |to 30th June 1830-91
June 1892 1692 1892
| | |
i Rs. ' Rs. Rs Rs.
1. Land Revenue, including rent on
Salt-pans and Interest on arrears... 81,13,730 13,20,677 67,93,053 76,24,922
2. Mohatarfa .o . 312931 ... 3,12,931 3,38,063
3. Gold Mining— ‘
(«) Five per cent Royalty { 515,288 | ... 5,15,288 9,34,341)
(b) Premia, ebc., on new leases 3,162  ...... 3,162 71,225)
Total Gold Mining  ...| 518450 | .. ... 5,18,450 3,05,566
4. Forests—
() Sandalwood .- .1 980,204 1,13,985 8,66,219 8,13,317
(8) Timber, plantations, fuel, ebc < 6,26,142 4,97,716 1,28,426 1,18,926}
(¢) Elephant Kheddas { 78,840 1,09,554 —30,714 -—1,15,145
Total Forests 16,85,186 7,21,255 9,63,931 8,17,098
5. Fxeise .. 95,91,807 1,17,632 | 24,74,175 19,67.803
6. Sayer 5,16,495 16,165 5,00,330 3,74,159
7. Stamps 7,93,803 26,759 7,67,044 5,59,958
8. Registration 1,00,109 48,068 52,041 34,328
9. Amrit Mahal 34,227 32,067 2,160 6,228
10. Interest on Investments and on
Current Deposit, Madras Bank .. 426,071 | ¥+ . 4,26,071 3,09,737
11. Profit on surplus investment ac-
count . 2,10,156 1,11,661 98,495 —17,712
12. Sundry other sources of income ... 97,542 | ... 97,542 84,202
s Total . .| 1,54,00,507 23,94,284 | 1,30,06,223 124,14,382
Deduct—
{a) Refunds . —52,139 —3,26,226
(b) Subsidy and Poltical Pensions .. ...| —25,84,718 —25,50,129
Net. Revenue . ... | 1,03,69,366 95,38,027
Deduct Net Expenditure as per Sta,tement No. II ... 98,77,166 72,33,808
Surplus 4,92,200 23,04,219
[RAILWAYS.
RamLwAy RECEIPTS—
(A) State Railway built with borrowed capital and under

management of Southern Mahratta Railway Company— |

Recoipts, being $ths of Net Earnings e 4,926,146 1,24 987
Paymont as per Statement No. II 12,03,248 11,10,946
Net Expenditure (A) Railway .. 7,717,102 9,85,959
(B) State Railway built with State Funds—
Receipts B O
Payment as per Statemenb No II 12,59,245 53,628
Net Expenditwme (B) Railway 12,59,245 ’ 53,628

Grand Totul. Net Expendituie Railway 20,36,347 10,39,587
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GENERAL.] No. II—Statement of Gruss and Net Expenditure 1§91-92.
| i
)
Gross ! Income Net
E;{pend;tl;le from 1st Apnl E}(pendllt:re Net
1EADS OF EAPENDITURE o x| 1891to tom 8 Expenditure
I Aprl 1891 to 30th J Aptil 1891 to 1890-91 '
30th June | 1809 30th June .
1892 ‘ < 1892
. J
i ‘ |
Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra.
1. Interest on Savings Bank
Deposits and Charitable
Funds e s 86,092 86,092 58,666
9. Civil Establishments includ-
ed under Administra-
tion, Inam Department
and Revenue Survey 5,97,052 e 5,97,052 4,58,918
3. Stationery and Printing 1,24,385 9,102 1,15,283 80,696
4. Palace Charges... . 17,33,333 .- 17,33,333 13,00,000
Courts . . 9,01,802 ?9,865 8,31,937 6,46,033
5. Judicial Charges
| Prisons ... 99,197 24,613 74,584 56,407
6. Police 8,82,282 - 3,860 8,78,422 6,74,304
7. Education 4,33,437 57,146 3,76,291 2,59,097
8. Muzrai 3,80,971 | 3,80,971 2,832,559
9. Medical 2,566,341 | 11,668 2,44,673 1,90,304
10. Minor Departments 1,89,613 10,002 1,79,611 77,637
11, Civil Furlough Allowances,
ete.... 40,311 40,311 34,092
12. Pensions 3,57,370 3,657,370 2,90,191
13. Military 10,66,347 10,66,347 7,55,837
14, Famine Relief ... 25,048 25,018
15. Miscellaneous 1,83,346 1,83,346 95,225
Total Ordinary 73,566,927 1,86,256 71,70,671 52,59,866
16. Public Works ... 27,37,289 30,794 27,06,493 19,73,942
Total including Public Works ... 1,00,94,216 2,17,050 98,717,166 72,33,808
. l
RAILWAYS.]
RAILWAY PAYMENTS :— ' ‘
{A) State Railway built with borrowed capital and under Ma- ) '
nagement of Southern Mahratta Railway Company— f
(a) Mysore Raillway Loans Redemption Fund f 4,00,000 | 4,00,000
(b) Interest on Mysore Railway Loan of 20 lakhs . 1,12,200 1,00,770
(c) Interest on English Railway Loan of £1,200,000 o 6,91,048 . 6,10,176
Total payments (A) Railway 12,03,248 | 11,10,946
(B) State'Railway built with State Funds— |
Capital outlay on Bangalore-Hindupur Line 12,569,245 53,628
Total Payments (B) Railway 12,59,245 53,628
Grand Total Railway Payments 24,62,493 11,64,574
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You will see from these statements that after paying charges of collection, the
net receipts under all heads of Revenue amounted to Rs. 1,30,06,223. Deductions
on account of Refunds, the Subsidy and Political Pensions amounting to Rs.26,36,857
reduced the net revenue of the year to Rs. 1,03 69 366 as compared with Rs. 95,38,027
in 1890-91. From the Net Revenue was defrayed the total Net Expenditure of
Rs. 98,77,166 on account of the Civil List, the Military Forces, Public Works and
the Administration in all Departments, leaving as the year’s surplus only
Rs. 4,92,200 as compared with Rs. 23,04,219. This is a very large decrease, but
from what I have already said regarding the extension of the khistbandi and the
alteration of the official year, you will doubtless be able to regard it a not altogether
unsatisfactory feature of last year’s financial results. For, while, in addition to
an increase of expenditure under particular heads as already explained, we had to
meet an additional 3 months’ expenditure in all departments, our Revenue from
the large and important heads of Land Revenue, Mohatarfa and Sandal (represent-
ing nearly 70 per cent of our total Income) was what in former years we used to
realize in 12 months. Therefore, taking the year as a whole, our Expenditure bore
to our income a larger proportion than was the case in former years. This resulf
was anticipated .when the extension of the kkhistbandi and consequently of the
official year was resolved upon, but in arriving at this resolution we were influenced
by the consideration that our present financial condition was such as no longer
afforded us any excuse for delaying the much needed relief of postponing Revenue
Collections well beyond the harvest season, and thereby making it easy for the rai-
yat to meet the Government Revenue Demand without having to dispose of his
crops at a sacrifice.

Railway Income and Expenditure.—I now come to give an account of the
Receipts and Payments on account of the State Railway. Three-fourths of the net,
earnings of the Mysore-Harihar line credited to the Durbar during the 15 months
of the past year amounted to Rs. 4,26,146. These credits, I must explain, related
to the 15 months from October 1890 to December 1891. The earnings of the
preceding 12 months (October 1889 to September 1890) credited in our accounts
for 1890-91 amounted to only Rs. 1,24,987, owing to the unusually heavy
revenue charges of the first half of that period.  After making due allowance for
this cause, we find an improvement in total Net Earnings, which m 1890-91
amounted to Rs. 2,63,000 and in the corresponding 12 months of 1891-92 to
Rs. 3,14,000.

The following payments were made during last year on account of the Railway:—

Rs.
1. Contribution to the Mysore Railway Lioans Redemption Fund ... 4,00,000
2. Interest on the Local Rajlway Loan of 20 lakhs ... 1,12,200
3. Interest on the English Railway Loan of £1,200,000 ... ... 691,048

—

Total Payments ... 12,03,248

Deducting from this amount total receipts (Rs. 4,26,146 already referred to),
the deficit for the year was Rs. 7,77,102 on the Mysore-Harihar line.

In addition to the above, capital outlay on other Railways under construction
or proposed to be constructed by the State amounted as follows :—

Rs.
Bangalore-Hindupur Line e " ... 12,34,552
Nanjangud-Gudalur Survey 12,000
Birur-Shimoga Branch Survey ... eer 8,199
Kolar Gold Fields Branch Survey 4,494
Total .. - 12,59,245

Thus the net railway expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 20,36,347.

The opening balance of the State assets on 1st April 1891 was Rs. 1,04,76,056,
the revenue surplus of the year 1891-92 amounted as already stated to Rs. 4,92,200.
Fromn the total assets amounting to Rs. 1,09,68,256 has been met the net railway
expenditure of Rs. 20,36,347, leaving on 30th June 1892 a closing balance of
Rs. 89,31,909 ; of which Rs. 42,36,700 were in Government of India Pro-Notes and
Mysore Railway Debentures, and the remainder in deposit at the Madras Bapk and
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in the various Government Treasuries. In addition to this we had Rs. 4,48,500
to the credit of the Railway Loans Redemption Fund.

Budget Excluding the Railway.~—The budget for the current year from lst
July 1892 to 30th June 1893 estimates for an income of Rs. 1,48,04,000 as compar-
ed with the actual of Rs. 1,45,08,506 in the year 1890-91. It provides for an ex-
penditure of Rs. 1,29,50,000 which is some 7% lakhs more than the actual expendi-
ture of 1890-91. The increased provision under the following main heads alone
amounts to over 8 lakhs :(—

Rs.
Public Works .o 4 lakhs
C{Vil List 1 lakh
Transfer of certain Muzrai Institutions and Military Forces from the
Palace to the State Budget ... 88,000

Imperial Service Corps and Transport Service attached t; .it 2,20,000

Railway Budget.—Receipts from the Mysore-Harihar line as well as from the
Bangalore-Hindupur line which is likely to be opened to Dodballapur, next cold
weather, are estimated to give Rs. 3,60,000. .

The Expenditure is estimated as follows :—

A. On account of Mysore-Harihar Line— Rs.
Interest on Loans 7,29,000
Towards Redemption Fund 4,00,000

. 11,29,000

B. On New Lines—

For completion of Bangalore-Hindupur... e 12,14,374
Kolar Gold Fields Branch ... 5,33,157
Survey Birur-Shimoga 6,000
17,53,531

Total Railway Expenditure .. 28,82,531

Distress of last year—Before I proceed to take up the various Departments of
the State, you will naturally expect me to say a few words regarding the severe
drought through which the whole of the Province, with the small exception of our
malnad taluks, has recently passed. In the maidan parts of the Mysore and
Hassan districts the South-West monsoon was so scanty and precarious that the
early dry crops were completely lost except in a few scattered favourable situations.
The Northern and Eastern districts did not get any of the early rains and had in
consequence to defer the preparation of land for cultivation much beyoud the usual
season. A few showers which came later on permitted of the sowing of nearly the
usual extent of land with the ordinary dry crops in most taluks. These soon
began to fade from insufficient moisture, The rain which fell towards the end of
September raised hopes of a favourable change in the season. But by November
it was evident that the North-East monsoon too had failed and that the general
out-turn of dry crops would not be much above a 4 anna average in most taluks.
The tanks had received no water and wet cultivation under them could not be
attempted. The failure of fodder was wide spread. And altogether there was
every indication of an impending distress of a very aggravated type, and towards
the end of November the price of food grains began to rise rapidly owing both to the
local failure of crops and to large exports to neighbouring Madras districts.

Dewan’s tour through the affected tracts.—In the beginning of December, by
command of His Highness the Maharaja, I started on a tour through the worst
taluks of the districts of Mysore, Tumkur, Chitaldrug, Kolar and Bangalore. My
immediate object was not only to ascertain by personal observation the actual
condition of the country and the requirements of the people, bat also to organize
the Relief measures required for the different tracts, and chiefly to inspire the peo-
ple with confidence alike in the famine policy of the Government and in the
method proposed for carrying it out.

Supply of food grains in local markets.—One of the first things to attract my
attention was the insufficient supply of food grains at the various local markets.
It was evident that owners were holding back their stock partly in expectation of a
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further rise in price and partly from fear of thefts and robberies, so fruitful a source
of a waste and loss during the previous famine. I accordingly lost no time in
arranging for due police protection of grain in transit and at places of storage and
for their safe and ready consignment by the railway. Local merchants were duly
apprized of the preparedness of the Government to meet any local insufficiency by
import of grain from outside the Province, while at the same time the prices of
food grains obtaining at the several weekly santes or markets in the interior were
ascertained and regularly published as a stimulus to local trade. These measures
tended to make prices more uniform and steady throughout the Province and there
was heard afterwards no complaint of insufficient supply at any local market.

Tank-bed cultivaton.—Another matter which I found necessary to impress
upon local officers early in my tour was the need of the greatest economy in the
use of the available supply of water in tanks. With the object of raising quick
growing dry crops likely to yield an early supply of food and fodder, tank-beds
which were fast becoming dry were ordered to be leased for cultivation on very
favourable terms. About 10,500 acres of tank-bed were thus brought under culti-
vation. The crops raised were generally Bengal-gramn and jolam. In the Tumkur
district where the cultivation was timely and extensive, the aggregate value of the
crops thus raised is estimated over Rs. 90,000. In the other districts this class of
cultivation was nearly not so successful.

Failure of Fodder.—To meet the serious want of fodder which was apprehend-
ed, all State Forests and plantations as well as a large number of Amrit Mahal
Kavals were thrown open for the free use of the raiyats’ cattle without any restric-
tion as to the taluks or districts from which they might come. The total area of
grazing land thus made available to the public was 1,600 square miles and it is re-
ported to have been used for grazing nearly 519,000 head of cattle. Raiyats were
also further permitted to cut and remove tender date leaves for use as fodder, a pri-
vilege which was eagerly availed of in most taluks of Tumkur and Chitaldrug.

Policy in regard to granting Relief.—In devising our scheme of Relief Works,
my chief aimn was to afford the poorer agriculturists, the landless field laborers, the
Holiyars, the Mad€gars, etc., the means of earning a sufficient livelihood near their
own homes. It was believed they and thew families could live upon comparatively
small wages if these could be earned near their own villages, for in such a case they
would be able to return to their homes at the end of each day’s work, take care of
the infirm and young dependent upon them, look after their cattle and other pro-
perty and receive from their neighbours any additional help they might require.

With this object in view, every affected taluk was divided into a number of
small circles, and for execution within each such circle some suitable work or works
were selected, so as to leave no inhabited village without the means of earning fair
wages, within a radius of 3 or 4 miles. The works thus selected were ‘ minor
tanks ” whether yielding revenue or not. The improvement of such tanks was of
such vital importance to the villagers as a body that there was every guarantee
that the grants given for it would be properly applied and some good return shown
for the money spent. To meet the rare cases in which such minor tanks were not
available as also to provide work near villages after completion of the tanks taken
up, a programme of works of a supplementary character was got ready. These
works were also of special local utility such as improvement of village sanitation,
planting of fopes in villages and round the fringe of the waterspread of thé bigger
tanks, ete. Such, in brief outline, was the scheme of Relief upon which His High-
ness’ Government chiefly relied. Its execution was entrusted to the hereditary
village patel, for it was deemed safer to rely upon the autonomy of the village
than upon paid agency from outside. A system of periodical inspection and general
control by the Shekdar and Amildar was established and wide discretion given
to District Officers as regards the details of execution with due regard to local
circumstances. I am able to bear testimony to the fact that the entire Executive,
from the Patel to the District Officer, showed themselves fully equal to the high
responsibility thus placed upon them, and that the scheme of Relief planned was
carried out with complete success in every affected part. ‘

Drinking Water-uells.—Besides the regular Relief works, but under the same

agency and serving the same object as those works, were the drinking water-wells
for which a total grant of Rs. 1,38,000 (chiefly from Local Fund) had been
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sanctioned. There were in hand 850 such wells, principally new wells undertaken
wherever most needed, besides a number of old wells which required deepening.
They were all works of permanent utility but were of special immediate value owing
to the scarcity of good drinking water which existed in most places.

Special Loans to landholders for permanent improvements.—In addition to
works under direct Government agency, the employment of local labor on private
works on a large scale was established by the grant of Government loans to land-
holders for special permanent improvement of their lands.

Irrigation Wells.—The most important of this class of works were the irriga-
tion wells under the scheme I described to you last year. The working of the scheine
in each of the districts of Kolar, Tumkur, Chitaldrug and Bangalore was entrusted
to a special‘officer in subordination to the Deputy Commissioner, and the distrust
which raiyats at first evinced towards a new measure of this kind soon gave place
to an eager disire to secure the loans. The number of applications received was so
numerous that the grants had to be confined to localities where provision for
employment of labor was most needed. The loans sanctioned aggregated
Rs. 2,80,000 for 917 kapile and 530 yatam wells, calculated to irrigate 5,252 acres.

Saguvali Kattes—Another important class of works for which Government
loans were given was the construction and repair of saguvali kattes. The restric-
tion placed upon the construction and improvement of these kattes by an order of
1873 was felt as a great hardship especially in the Chitaldrug district, where much
of the dry cultivation depends upon the retention of moisture under these kattes.
That order was accordingly withdrawn and special encouragement afforded for the
construction and improvement of these most useful private works by a system of
Government loans. During the past season loans to the extent of Rs. 21,175 were
sanctioned for 251 such works, which when completed will benefit 5,069 acres. A
few loans were granted also to enable inamdars to repair their tanks.

Of works referred to above, both Government and private, about 2,900 were
in actual execution in the affected tracts. They had the effect of keeping the
people employed near their own bomes and their sufficiency for purposes of relicf
is proved by the fact that nearly 2,400 of them could not be completed during the
past season. We have found them far more effective for real relief than large
central works under professional agency.

Large distant works unsuitable.—Our main anxiety was to avoid the necessity
for concentrating large numbers upon distant works, for previous experience had
shown that in the earlier stages of famine the people can never be induced to leave
their homes in quest of employment on distant works not because they are not in
need of employment but because they are bound to their, homes by ties they are
unable to sever. It is well known that before their cattle are lost and the weaker
members have died and themselves reduced to a famished condition, the people do
not quit their homes, and when eventually compelled to take this step they are so
demoralized that they are more likely to wander about aimlessly than to settle
down on distant works under a strange agency. We had however ready at hand a
programme of D.P. W. Relief Works for possible resort in the event of the
distress being unusually prolonged. But happily we had no occasion to do more
in this direction than éxpand the ordinary Public Works in some of the affected
tracts.

Relief to Special Classes—Weavers.—Besides placing the means of earning
wages within the ready reach of the general population, we adopted several measures
for the relief of special classes. The most important among them were the
weavers, the demand for whose manufactures had all but disappeared owing to the
high prices of grain which prevailed. After much consideration of alternative
measures, the Government eventually adopted the system of purchase proposed by
Mr. Madhava Rao for the Bangalore district. Under this system, the Government
made advances of money to local sahukars of standing for purchasing on behalf
of Government the entire produce of the looms at the market value, to be resold
when the demand became re-established. The sahulars were paid a small com-
mission and in return they guaranteed the full recoupruent of the advances made.
This system was the means of affording’ efficient relief to the industrious weaving
class,alwaysthefirst to suffer on every occasion of wide-spread scarcity and high prices.
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It was in operation at Bangalore, Dodballapur, Anekal, Kolar, Melkote, Molkalmuru
and other weaving centres. The advances made amounted to Rs. 85,300 including
commission and other charges. A sum of Rs. 34,580 has already been recovered
by the resale of cloths purchased and the balance is under process of realization.
'I%le final net expenditure is expected to be trifling compared with the large
numbers relieved. In the Bangalore City alone the relief thus given extended to
4,000 looms with 10,000 weavers.

Minor Village Servants.—Another class for whom Special Relief was found
necessary were the minor village servants—the Madiga, the Toti, the Talavar, etc.
The contributions from villagers on which they generally subsist cease during every
season of a general failure of crops. Eight hundred and fifty-one of them, employed
in watching Ukkads or police out-posts and doing gquast police duties, were paid
a monthly salary of Rs. 3 each as a temporary measure, which has to be continued
till the next harvest. Others not so employed were paid wages as work-overseers,
gangmen, etc., on the Relief Works under execution. A number of Holeyars and
Madigars were given employment in the collection of tangadi bark in the Kolar
district and of bamboos for the Government Depots in that and the Mysore
district.

Silledars.— Compensation for dearness of gram had to be given to the Silledars,
amounting up to the end of June, to over Rs. 8,000. It will probably have to be
continued till the next gram harvest.

Village Officers.—A moiety of the Potgi allowances of village officers was
ordered to be paid on application before the date on which they were payable.

Gratuitous Relief—With the arrangements made for the relief of general
and special classes, gratuitous relief was found to be unnecessary except to a very
insignificant extent.

Bemission and postponement of Revenue.—Further relief was given by the
remission of one-half of the assessment on all wet lands under tanks which lay
waste or could only be cultivated with dry crops, and one-half of the quit-rent on
all Service Inam lands of the minor village servants, and the Mohatarfa house-tax
of the poorer landless classes. The total of remissions thus given amounts to
about 4 lakhs. Besides this, 6 lakhs of Revenue had to be postponed, and much
of this will have to be remitted eventually.

Famine Expenditure—The financial results of the measures above described
(excluding remission of Revenue) were as follows :—

Amount granfed

Rs.

1. Village Relief Works, collection of tangads bark and bamboos and
amane cultivation .. ... 210,300
2. Drinking water-wells ... 133,700
- 3. Allowance to Totis and Talavars 28,800
4. Gram allowance to Sawars ... . 20,200
5. Gratuitous Relief . 1,000
6. Relief to Weavers . 85,300
7. Loans for Inrigation Wells ... ’ . ... 2,80,000
8. Saguvals kattes, ete. 23,400
9. Extra Officers and Establishments 23,000

Total ... 8,05,700

Out’ of total payments amounting to Rs. 8,05,700, Rs. 3,87,300 are recover-
able advances. In addition to the above expenditure on special relief measures, the
Public Works Department expenditure, exclusive of establishment, tools and plant,
in the affected tracts during the 7 months from December to June last, is estimated
at 10 lakhs on ordinary Public Works and at 2 lakhs on the Hindupur Railway.

Famine Mortality and Crune.—1It is a matter for congratulation that there
have been no deaths from starvation, and that the rate of mortality was below the
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usual average (94,000 in 1891-92 against 96,000 for the .corresponding 15 months
during the previous 5 years). There was also a marked immunity from crimes
common during famines. . ,

Conclusion.-~I cannot conclude ths portion of my Address without bearing
testimony to the devotion to duty and sustained energy displayed by Deputy Corm-
missioners of districts and the Sub-Division Officers of Chikballapur and French
Rocks throughout the entire crisis. With no more additicnal subordinate officers
than four HExtra Assistant Commissioners and four Forest Officers deputed for
Relief duties, they successfully carried out the entire scheme of Relief laid down
by the Government. It would be invidious to single out particular officers where
all have woyked so0 loyally and with so high a sense of their responsibility. But the
burden upon’ Mr. Venkatavardaiengar of Tumkur and Mr. Madiah of Kolar was®
most heavy and they are entitled to the special thanks of Government for the effi-
cient.administration of relief in their districts throughout a most critical period.
For willing co-operation and active help ungrudgingly given to the Revenue Officers,
our best thanks are due to the Executive Engineers of all maidan districts.

Improved prospects of the present season.~-This year the rain which fell in May
and June was both copious and seasonable and has enabled us to close all Relief
operations. Up-to-date we have had more than the usual average of the South-
West monsoon, more than the usual extent of land is reported to be under cultiva-
tion, and already the Mungar or early dry crops are being harvested. The Kartika
paddy and other crops are in a flourishing condition. The condition of the cattle
has materially improved. Prices which have already come down considerably
during the past four months, promise soon to reach their normal level. And it only
remains for me to add that steps have been taken to complete the large number of
works left unfinished by the early closing of Relief operations, as ordinary works
under the agency of the local revenue officials.

Public Works.—Railways.—Adverting next to the working of the Public Works
Department, the most important work in progress during the year was the Bangalore-
Hindupur Railway. Railshave alreadybeen laid for the first twenty-five miles upto the
top of the Ghaut and the Ghaut work beyond is in satisfactory progress. The first
section of 20 miles up to Dodballapur will be opened for traftic soon after the North-
East monsoon. The remainder within the limits of the State, will, it is anticipated,
be completed by the 31st March next simultaneously with the completion, in Her
Majesty’s Territory, of the Dharmavaram-Hindupur Section so as to permit of the
opening of the new through line from Bangalore to Guntakal in April next. It is
proposed to entrust the working of the Mysore Section to the Southern Mahratta
Railway Company under an agreement, the main feature of which will be that the
State shall receive the whole of the net earnings after deduction of working expenses.
The term of the agreement at the beginning will be for two or three years only.

Work on the Kolar Gold Fields Branch Railway is about to be commenced.
It is expected to cost Rs. 5,33,157 and to be available for goods traffic by April
next. Negotiations have been concluded with the Madras Railway Company for
working this small branch line on behalf of the State, on terms generally similar to
those for the Bangalore-Hindupur line.

A satisfactory alignment has been demarcated for a Branch Railway from Birur
to Shimoga, 384 miles in length. The surveys have been completed and the
estimate is under preparation.

It has been arranged that the Mysore-Nanjangud Railway, 15} miles in length,
should be paid for out of State Funds instead of from the unexpended balance of
capital with the Southern Mahratta Railway Company who will, however, work it
for the State on terms similar to those for the Bangalore-Hindupur line.

‘The best routes for connecting Hassan and Chikmagalur with our Railway
system await further investigation which will be made this year. The reconnais-
sance. already made shows the feasibility of comparatively easy lines for these
branches.

Ordinary Public works.—On Public Works other than Railways, the total outlay
from State Revenues and from Local, Irrigation and Palace Funds together. amounted
to Rs. 36,94,000. In addition to this, Rs. 1,30,000 were-spent on works belonging
to other departments. The total outlay of Rs. 88,24,000 is the largest on record
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for ordinary Public Works, and its distribution under the several heads of service

was as follows :(—

Service Heads Original Repairs Total
i [
Rs. Bs. Rs.
Military e ] 68,000 4,000 72,000
Civil Buildings - 3,39,000 52,000 3,91,000
Communications | 4,04,000 6,22,000 10,26,000
Irrigation . . 1 11,11,000 1,80,000 | 12,91,000
Miscellaneous Public Improvements L 2,46,000 13,000 ' 2,59,000
Tools and Plant : . ) 33,000
Establishment 1 . . ' 6,12,000
, ' i S
5 " 36,84,000
Suspense . ‘ 10,000
| 36,94,000
Non-Budget Works debitable to Forest, Educational
and Muzrai Budgets, Imperial Funds, Contribu-
tions, ete. . ’ 1,30,000
i —
Total .. ; 38,24,000

Under *“ Military,” the outlay was chiefly on the improvement and extension
of the accommodation for the Silledar and Barr Forces at the headquarters of
districts, who are now badly housed. A revised forecast of the requirements of the
Military Department for the next few years is now under preparation and it will be
necessary to make a special grant to meet the same. A project amounting to near-
ly 4 lakhs is now before Government for providing new Lines and Stables for the
Tinperial Service Regiment and the Transport Corps attached to it.

The expenditure under “ Civil Buildings ” was on works of general utility all
over the State and particularly on the completion of the Maharaja's College, the
Public Offices, and the Government House, all in the Mysore City. A large number
of minor works was also carried out including the construction of dispensaries, of
which several were in hand.

As regards our lines of communication, we have altogether over 5,000 miles of
opened roads and they are being maintained as efficiently as possible from Provincial
and District Funds. Their further improvement and extension continue to engage
the attention of the Department. The important bridge across the Tunga at Hari-
harpur was completed and thrown open to the public, while that across the Bhadra
at Balehonnur may be said to be practically completed. The two great impediments
to our traffic with the Western Coast have thus been got over. The bridge at
Belur which had been causing much anxiety has also been satisfactorily completed
and thrown open to traffic. Satisfactory progress was made with other incomplete
works, such as bridging the streams on the Hunsur-Begur road in the Mysore dis-
trict, the Kumadvati at Gubbur near Shikarpur, the Haridravati near Puttukoppa
and the minor streams on Siralkoppa-Hangal road, also bridging and improving the
Banavar-Sakrepatna road, and extending the Bababudan Coffee road from Attigundi
at the 10th to the 20th mile. The project for bridging the Cauvery at Yedatore
referred to in my last Address has been matured and a cominencement will be made
with the work during 1892-93 as soon as certain engineering details have been
definitely settled.

The system of proposed communications in the Western malnad of Sagar is
engaging the careful attention of our Engineers. On the East the Talaguppa-Aral-
gode and Avinhalli-Karur roads have been opened for traffic, while the selection of,
and commencement of work on the Ghaut road required fora connection with the
West Coast, await the views of the Bombay Government as to the extent of co-
operation they would be inclined to extend to the project. The entire system of
proposed communications for opening out this hitherto much neglected tract is
estimated to cost some 7 lakhs of rupees spread over a series of years.

The large outlay under * Miscellaneous Public Improvements ”’ was chiefly on
works of samitation, drainage, water-supply and other public improvements. The
construction, of the Chamarajenera Road which runs from the South-gate of ths
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Mysore Fort to the new town, the filling in of Purnaiya’s Nala near Mocki Ghat,
constructing frontages to the market, the settling tank for the Kukarhalli watcr-
supply, all in Mysore City, have been in hand during the year, as also the drainage
works of Shimoga. Sanitary improvements in other large towns are much needed,
but it is not possible to do much in this direction without grants of money from the
State and the deputation of a qualified officer, and the subject is now engaging the
attention of the Government. The question of water-supply to the Petta of Banga-
lore is now under investigation in the Public Works Department.

As in previous years, ““ Irrigation Works ”” had the largest share of the annual
Public Works grant, namely 13 lakhs nearly. This sum was spent on the "con-
struction \of new anikats and channels, the restoration and enlargement of ruined
and silted up tanks and the maintenance and improvement of tanks in action. In
Kolar, 3 important new reservoirs across the Chitravati, Pinakini and North Pennar
progressed well, in spite of an adverse season. These works will probably be com-
pleted during the current year. The Borankanave dam and the Handanhalli tank
in the: Tumkur district, the Rekalgere works in the Chitaldrug district, the
Sulekere tank and the Ramasamudram, Rampur and Hulhalli channels in the
Mysore district, the Danavadi tank and Sogal anikat and channels in the
Shimoga district, the Arsinkatte tank, the anikat across the Veda to feed Patna-
gere tank, the Madag tank and channels and Yagati anikat and channels in the
Kadur district and the Malale anikat and channels and the extension of the Sri-
ramadevar channels in the Hassan district, all large incomplete works of previous
years progressed satisfactorily during the period under review.

Investigations are being made for improving and extending the irrigation
capabilities of the existing anikats on the Cauvery river and more on this will be
said hereafter if they prove successful. ‘

The Minor Tanks Restoration Scheme was held in abeyance in all tracts which
suffered from the drought, whereas many minor tanks as possible were taken up
as Relief Works and improved at Government cost under the superintendence of
the village headmen as already explained. The cost of works thus carried out was
met from special grants sanctioned for the purpose and is not included in the
accounts of the Public Works Department.

Before leaving the subject of Public Works, I wish to inform you that our
Chief Engineer, Colonel C. Bowen, R.E., so long connected with our Public Works
Department, has been compelled by ill-health to leave for England. Since 1885 he
has been at the head of the Public Works Department. To him belongs the credit
of having, by generous sympathy and wise gmidance, brought the young native exe-
cutive service to its present high standard of efficiency. He has laid the Govern-
ment under obligations to him by the warm interest he took in all that affected the
prestige of the State and the well-being of the people. The Durbar have always
placed the utmost confidence in his judgment and administrative capacity, and they
sincerely hope that at the end of his leave, his health may permit of his returning
to India and resuming charge once more of our Public Works Department.

Forests.—Owing to the irregular and scanty rain-fall, planting operations could
not be proceeded with on as large a scale as in previous years. The area brought
under planting was 1,142 acres or a little less than two square miles. On financial
grounds also, the Government have deemed 1t necessary to restrict planting opera-
tions during the next three or four years. In other respects too, the Forest Budget
has been somewhat curtailed.

Qur sandalwood receipts have again increased last year, though the quantity
sold was less. The higher rates obtained for most of the classes, and notably for
roots, swelled the income.

Kheddas.—In November and January last two drives were made into stockades
in the Kakankote Forest, and 75 elephants were in all captured. Out of 50 ele-
phants retained, 17 were Tuskers and 2 Maknas. These were sold in batches at
Palghat, Tellicherry and Hyderabad and also at Paschimavahini for a total sun of
Rs. 49,369. Mr. Sanderson, the Superintendent of Kheddas, died in May last, and
in him we have lost a valuable officer to whom belonged the sole credit of starting
and successfully working the plan of Khedda operations now in use.
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Forest Revenue.—Excluding Kheddas, the: Forest receipts amounted to
Rs. 16,06,346 as against an expenditure of Rs. 6,11,701 for the past official year of
15 months, showing a surplus in favor of the Department of Rs. 9,94,645. But
Rs. 8,66,219 of this surplus was from sandal alone, in respeet of which the opera-
tions of the Department were necessarily confined to collection and preparation.

Excise.—The improved system of management of the Arrack and Toddy
Revenues recently introduced was in successful working during the last three
months of the past year.

Arrack.—By separating the manufacture, from the sale of arrack, we were
able to attract to the business of manufacture, the capital, resources and technical
knowledge of a large Madras Firm and thereby to reduce the price of the manufac-
tured article to 104 annas per gallon. This very moderate price has enabled us,
(while retaining the old rate of retail price namely Rs. 5-5-0 per gallon) to enhance
the rate of duty correspondingly, from Rs. 3-5-0 to Rs. 4, except in the Shimoga
and Kadur districts and in the Manjarabad, Hassan and Belur taluks, where on
account of the distance the new rate of duty had to be fixed at Rs. 3-14-0. The
enhanced rates of duty adopted are expected to yield an additional revenue of nearly
two lakhs upon the same quantity of consumption as in the previous year. The
right to vend the liquor has been sold throughout the Province ; in the case of the
Bangalore and Mysore Cities and the Kolar Gold Fields individual shops have been
sold under what is called ‘‘the Separate Shop System;” elsewhere the right to
vend has been sold by circles of villages and in a few special cases by entire taluks
under the “Vend Rent System.” By thus disposing of the right to vend, a
Revenue of over one lakh of rupees has been realized, and the work of vending is
placed in the hands of a large number of persons possessing local knowledge and
influence, whose watchfulness in their own interest will be a most useful check
upon illicit distillation in their respective tracts. Satisfactory arrangements have
been made through a Government Agent for the carriage of liquor to the various
localities outside the Bangalore district. It is expected that the new system will
improve the Arrack Revenue by about 2% or 3 lakhs per annum, without any in-
crease in consumption.

Toddy.—The system of small and convenient toddy farms which I described
to you last year has also been introduced from lst Aprl last. Attempts ‘to intro-
duce a similar system had failed on previous occasions, and it 1s therefore particu-
larly gratifying that we have now succeeded in placing it on a satisfactory and
workable basis. In the place of the 8 district farms which before existed, we have
now 1,236 farms distributed over the whole Province, and the anticipated revenue
from them is 14 lakhs, that is to say about 4 lakhs better than under the previous
system. :

This increase of revenue is due, not to any increase in the number of shops for
the sale of toddy—for their number remains the same as before—but entirely to the
abolition of needless intermediaries between the Government which owns the date
groves and the small farmer who supplies a certain number of shops from a parti-
cular grove or part of a grove. The Government district contractor, the taluk
shikmidar and the vanamdar of the old system no longer exist and the business of
drawing toddy and supplying it to the existing shops 1s distributed among a large
number of farmers under the new system. This arrangement, in addition to the
increased revenue it secures to the State, is expected to lead to several indirect
benefits, such as the better preservation of our date groves, the improvement of the
condition of the Edigar or toddy-drawing class who have suffered much under the
contract system hitherto in force, the satisfactory settlement of inamdars’ claims
to the Toddy Revenue, a better distribution of the profits resulting from toddy
farms, the means of remunerating minor village servants, a most useful class
hitherto much neglected.

Police—The results of the administration of Police during the past year were
good and in some respects better than those of the previous year. The marked
success of the preventive measures adopted during the drought, as shown by the
absence of crimes peculiar to such a season has been already referred to. There
was comparative immunity from professional crime owing to the strict surveillance
kept over the moments of wandering gangs and bad characters and to hearty co-
operation of the Village Police, for the active members of which a small monthly
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salary had heen temporarly sdnctioned during the recent distress. Tmportant
measures to improve the efficiency of the Force have been adopted. Police Assist-
ant Commussioners have been separately graded as Superintendents and Assistant
Superintendents of Police with better pay. The relative powers and responsibilities
of the Superintendents of Police and Deputy Commissioners have been clearly de-
fined, with the view of making the interference of the Deputy Commissioner less
frequent, but at the same time more effective and decisive whenever really required.
And steps have heen taken to secure for the grades of Jamadar and Police Inspect-
or, inen who have passed in the Criminal Codes and Police Rules, in Dnill and
Shooting, and m the practical duties of a Station House Officer.

Education.—During the year 1891-92, the number of Public Institutions in-
creased from 1,596 to 1,653 and that of the scholars attending them from 72,970 to
76,322. The numwber of private or indigenous institutions was 2,060 with 25,041

pupils. The total number of all schools public and private was 3,713 and of pupils
101,363.

The total expenditure on education from all sources during the 15 months of
1891-92 was Rs. 9,06,558, to which the State Funds confributed Rs. 4,86,065,
Local Funds Rs. 2,11,723, Municipal Funds Rs. 25,022, Fees Rs. 82,584, and all
other sources Rs.1,01,164. The total amount spent as grants-mm-aid was Rs. 57,574,

Important measures of improvement were carried out during the last year, and
among these I may mention the establishment of the Lower Secondary Kxamina-
tion, the classification of schools and the revision of the standards of instruction in
them, the adoption of Inter-school Rules for the better maintenance of disciphne,
the improvement of the Inspection Agency for primary schools, the appomntment
of a Commuttee for the preparation of school text-books, and the revision of stan-
dards of instruction in Sanskrit schools so as to impart a more practical character
to them In the matter of technical education, a beginning has been made with
the recently established industrial school at Mysore, in which ecarpentry, smith’s
work and drawing are taught

Female Educatwn.—Female cducation has steadily progressed. The total
amount of expenditure on girls’ schools was Rs 1,04,375 against Rs. 67,911 in the
previous year The Managing Committees appointed for all Government girls’
schools have taken great interest i the supervision of their schools and have been
of considerable help in promoting the cause of female education.

Maharany’s Gurls' Sehool.-——The Maharant's girls’ school, Mysore, made good
progress during the last year. The Managing Commuttee has re-orgamsed the
classes, revised the scale of establishment, dispensed with the services of 25 male
teachers and appointed 8 additional lady teachers for the Middle School classes.
The distinguishing features of this school are the large nuinber of female teachers,
the number of pupils that are above the age of 12 and the number of pupls belong-
ing to the highest caste. Of the 37 teachers on the staff, so many as 16 are ladies.
The number of pupils above the age of 121559  The school sent up 12 pupils for
the Lower Secondary Examination, of whom 9 passed. A traiming class of the saine
standard as the IV Form in English High Schools, consisting of 10 pupils, has been
opened. Miss Vokins of Newnham College, Cambridge, who has had long experi-
ence of High School work, has been appomnted Lady Superintendent. Under her
able superintendence, the school promises to advance rapidly in usefulness and
BUCCeSS.

The Orental Library—The Oriental Labrary which was established in October
last with a view to form an exhaustive collection of all important works extant n
the Sanskrit and Kannada languages, contained at the close of the year 1,055 volumes
of printed and 309 of manusecript works.

Rare Manuscripts —The collection of Sanskrit manuseripts comprises copies of
a large portion of Bhatta Bhaskara’s Commentary on the Yaqjur Veda, the oldest
commentary extant on the Veda to which Sayana was greatly indebted in the com-
pilation of his commentary, and which when published will form a valuable supple-
ment to 15; correct and complete copies of Madhava’s Dhatu Vritte ; a copy of
Vachaspati Misra's Nyeyavartiha Tiha and several other rare manuscripts obtain-
able only in this part of India  The Kannada collection comprises some old Jain
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works of historical and hiterary value. Arrangements have been made to publish
these valuable manuscripts m a umform series. Apastamba Grikya Sutra with
the commentary of Sudarsanacharya is now in the Press. In Kannada the printing
has been completed of Vikramarka Vyaya of Pampa, a work of the 10th Century,
never before published, and ot a revised 'edition of Ramachandra Charitra Purana of
Abhinava Pampa, a work of the 12th Century.

drcheology.—During the year the Survey was completed in the Bangalore and
Shimoga districts, and was commenced in Chitaldrug, the only district hitherto
untouched. The most important of the inscriptions hitherto found in Mysore—
namely the Edicts of Asoka-—were discovered during the year in the Molakalmuru
taluk. They carry us back to the 3rd Century B. C, the earliest period in Indian
History that 1s illustrated by lithic records. Among other inseriptions of interest
found during the year may be mentioned, a Ganga Grant of 719 A, D., a Rastra-
kuta, Grant of 724 A. D, and grants to the Sankaracharya Matt by the Kadamba
Dynasty 1 1150 and 1295 A. D. There was also an important find near Bangalore
of Roman cowmns belonging to the 1st Century B. C.

Meteorolugreal Observatories.—-With a view (o secure and record information,
based on scientific observations, concerning the conditions of the weather in different
parts of the Province as a help to making a forecast of the character of the seasons,
1t is proposed to establish a first class Observatory at DBangalore and second class
Observatories at Mysore, Hassan and Chitaldrug, as a part of the general scheme
of the Govornment of India for recording Metcorological observations in different
parts of India  In November last, Mr. Cook, Principal of the Central College,
Bangalore, and his Science Assistant were deputed to proceed to Caleutta to make
themselves acquaimnted with the working of the Observatory there, and on thewr
return, with the necessary information and apparatus, a second class Observatory
was established at Bangalore, pending the construction of a switable building for a
first class Observatory, and steps have been taken to have Observers tramned at Ban-
galore for the Observatories at Mysore, Hassan and Chitaldrug. The Observations
recorded are telegraphed daily to the Government of India and published weekly 1n
the Mysore Gazette.

Agricultural Improvements and Hortwculture —A self-discharging picotta,
worked by two men walking on a wooden platform and hfting a bucket six times
the size of an ordinary bucket, has been brought forward by Mr Bapu Rao of the
Forest Departinent, and has given satisfaction wherever tried. The centrifugal
sugar refiner manufactured by Messrs. Thomson and Myline has been adapted for
bullock gear with the effect of reducing the working expenses and increasing the
efficiency of the machine. Copies of the Coffee Peeler mvented by Mr. Syed Amir
Ali of Hassan have been purchased and sent for exhibition to the headquarters of
coffee-growing taluks., The machine 1s reported to be much n favour with Plant-
ers who have used it  Orders have been issued to sell Amrit Mahal bulls for half
their cost, for breeding purposes, to persons recomnmended by Deputy Coinmissioners,
and to place 3 bulls 1n each district to be available to others for the same purpose.
Takewise stallions have been supplied to the Kolar, Shimuoga, Tumkur, Hassan and
Chitaldrug districts for improving the breed of ponies A class has been opened
in the Lal-Bagh for training practical gardeners under the superintendence of a
European Curator trained m the Kew Gardens

The Mysore Cwil Service Scheme—In my last Address to you I explamned the
main features of a scheme which His Highness had resolved to adopt for the ad-
nussion mnto the Local Civil Service, of young men with a high order of qualifica-
tions. The conduct of the prescribed examination was entrusted to a Board consist-
ing of the best educational officers of Southern India. Kighteen candidates present-
ed themselves for the examination which was held in July last, and of these 8 passed.
The examination was of a higher standard than the B. A. Degree Examinations of
the Indian Umversities. The two who secured the first two places in it have been
selected and appomnted Probationary Assistant Commissioners.

The State Lafe Insurance Scheme.—The scheme came mmto force on the 1st
December 1891. A strong Committee of Officers has been appointed to conduct the
business connected with 1. Up to the end of June last 391 applications for insu-
rance were received, of which 74 were 1¢jected as ineligible, 230 resulted i policies
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and 87 were under consideration. The premiums paid are invested in the Savings
Bank, and amounted for the period referred to, to Rs. 2,895, while the policies igsued
are for an aggregate bonus of Rs. 3,41,525. The scheme is yet in its infancy and
every precaution is being taken to ensure its success and to prevent loss to the
Government.

The Imperial Service Corps.—The formation of a Regiment of Cavalry for
Imperial Service, begun two years ago, was completed last year. Ourtwo Regiments
of Silledars have been broken up and formed into two Corps, one for Imperial, and
the other for Local Service. In order to permit of the former being brigaded with
Her Majesty’s Troops and kept in a constant state of efficiency for active service, it
has been stationed for the present at Bangalore. It is armed with breech loading
carbines, provided with camp equipage and a standing Pony Transport so as to be
ready for immediate active service whenever called upon, and in matters of pay,
discipline and equipment 1t is made similar to Her Majesty’s Native Cavalry as far
as possible. These measures have necessitated an annual addition to our Military
Budget of about # of a lakh of rupees, besides an mitial extra expenditure of about
13 lakhs this year, on account of the purchase of Transport ponies, camp cquipage,
saddlery and other charges, of a nature not likely to recur every year.

Muzrai.—As promised last year, a Special Officer has been appointed to look
into the temples and charitable institutions maintained by the State and to rectify
the abuses that have crept into them. Mr. Srinivasacharlu, the Muzrai Superin-
tendent,- has already been able to introduce a regular system of Budgets and
Sanctions. He has taken in hand the work of giving our temples more hght and
air and generally improving their appearance and their surroundings so as to be more
in keeping with their character of being places of worship. He will soon adopt
measures to restore to the original object of the grants many existing misapplications
of funds belonging to temples, chattrams and matts, to re-assert the power of sanc-
tion vested in the ruling authority to nominations of successors to Matt Headship,
to secure a better class of men qualified to command the respect of the people for
officiating in temples, and to impart to the worship and rituals therein, more im-
pressiveness and solemnity by a stricter conformity with the spirit of the Hindu
religion as expounded by accepted authorities.

_ Infant Marriages.—Last year, you may remember the question of prohibiting
infant marriages and the custom of marrying young girls to old men was brought
forward by you with a view to the Government taking legislative action in regard
to it. In fulfilment of the promise I thenmade, the leading matis have been con-
sulted and you will be glad to hear that they are all of the opinion that both these
practices under certain limits are opposed to the Shastras. Having regard to these
opinions and the general popular sentiment as far as we have been able to ascertain
it, it would be unwise at present to attempt more than the prohibition of the marriage
of a girl below 8 years and the marriage of a man above 50 years with a girl below
16 years, which may be assumed as the age of discretion when a girl may be trusted
to exercise her own independent judgment. To treat such marriages as altogether
void in law would be no remedy, and will involve endless difficulties regarding legiti-
macy and rights of inheritance, and the utmost that can be done seems to be to
visit the persons responsible for making such marriages with criminal penalities.
Such a law would of course have but very limited operation, because of the very
small number of marriages prohibited by it. The progressive party may not be quite
pleased with so limited a measure, but the limits indicated have the sanction of the
different religious heads and of public opinion and the measure would serve as a
cautious initial step towards a reform wished for by the more advanced section. In
thus stating to you how the question stands it is my desire that you should know
what action has followed your previous representation on the subject, and what the
present views of the Government are. It now rests with you carefully to consider
it from all points of view and tell me what you desire to be done. You know that
the moral and religious aspects of the question are grave and it behoves us to proceed
with great caution.

H. E. the Viceroy’s Visit.—Before concluding, gentlemen, I have the. pleasing
duty laid upon me of announcing to you that His Excellency the Viceroy has been
graciously pleased to accept the invitation of His Highness the Maharaja to pay a
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visit to Mysore in the course of His Lordship’s autumn tour. An event of this
importance, always calculated to evoke the loyalty and good will of His Highness’
subjects, will be hailed with special rejoicings, following as it does the revival of
prosperity and good seasons. I am sure all Mysore will join in giving the illustrious
guest an enthusiastic welcome and receive him in a manner befitting his exalted
rank.

MyYsORE. K. SHESHADRI 1YER,
4th October 1892. Dewan of Mysore.

D. A. 38



ADDRESS OF THE DEWAN OF MYSORE

TO THE

DASARA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
AT MYSORE

ON MONDAY, THE 23RD OCTOBEER 1893.

GENTLEMEN,

I have received His Highness the Maharaja’s commands to place before you
at this the thirteenth meeting of this Assembly, a brief account of the working of
the principal Departments of the Administration during the past year, together
with statements of the year’s income and expenditure and an exposition of our
general financial condition.

H. E. the Viceroy's Visit.—It is His Highness’ pleasure that I should in the
first place refer to the most important event of the year —the visit paid to the State
by Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Lansdowne. The
genumne loyalty and enthusiasm with which the subjects of Mysore from all parts
of the State greeted Their Excellencies was a source of sincere gratification to His
Highness. You doubtless remember the kind words of appreciation in which His
Excellency spoke of the various measures of reform and improvement introduced
since the Rendition by His Highness’ Government and his particular approval of
the present constitution and functions of the Assembly I have now the honor to
address. And I need hardly say that we all recall with special pride and gratifica-
tion the passage in His Excellency’s speech in which he was pleased to say * there
is probably no State in India where the Ruler and the ruled are on more satisfac-
tory terms or in which the great principle upon which His Highness has insisted,
that Government should be for the happiness of the governed, receives a greater
measure of practical recognition.”

Finance.—The past year was one of exceptional financial prosperity, during
which the State Revenue from all sources (excepting Railways) reached the unpre-
cedented figure of 1653 lakhs. Beginning with 103 lakhs in 1880-81, we find no
important variation till we come to 1885-86. That year marks the commencement
of an era of progressive improvement, during which each year has added a few lakhs
to the Revenue realized in the preceding year, till during 1892-93 we were able to
secure the large increase of Rs. 24,40,561 over and above the realizations of 1891-
92. The statement of receipts before you shows at a glance the various sources
which have contributed to this increase.
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Receipts.
| 1891.92 (15 months) from 1st D;ﬁege:f;:, B con-
! April 1891 to 30th June 1892 Toonths of 189193
HEADS OF RECEIPTS ; 1892-93 ——————
April | July 1891
Total | to June to More | Less
{1891 } June 1892
| ! I
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Land Revenue—
(o) Lend Revenue Proper ... | 80,64,283 |2,60,811 78,03,472 | 94,52,210 {16,48,738
(5) Rent from salt-pans 17,278 2,100 15,178 21,538 6,360
(¢c) Interest on arrears 32,169 | 9,296| 22,873 36,995 | 14,122
Total Land Revenue 81,13,730 |2,72,207 { 78,41,523 | 95,10,743 |16,69,220, .
Excise— B :
(@) Arrack 13,53,655 |2,99,147| 10,54,508 | 16,49,701 | 5,95,193
(b) qudy 11,28,486 {2,04,931| 9,23,555 | 13,23,086 | 3,98,531
(c) Miscellaneous 1,09,666 | 20,719 88,947 53,871 35,076
Total Excise 25,91,807 | 5,24,797 | 20,67,010 | 30,25,658 [9,93,724| 35,076
Forest— - -
(2) Bandalwood 9,80,204 | 9,058 971,146 | 895,824 75,323
(b) Timber and fuel 3,98,560 {1,08,488{ 290,072 { 193,348 | ... 96,724
(c) Other forest items 2,27,582 7 56,230 1,71,352 | 2,10,156 | 38,804
(d) Kheddas 78,840 2‘8.841 49,999 71,259 | 21,260
Total Forest +| 16,85,186 |2,02,617| 14,832,569 | 13,70,587 | 60,064 |1.72.046
Stamps 7,93,803 |1,42,737| 6,51,066 [ 7,05,936 54,870
Sayer 5,16,495 {1,18,425| 3,98,070 | 3,98,127 57
Mohatarfa e .| 3,12,931 8,053| 3,04,878 | 3,43,398 38,520
Law and Justice including Jail
Receipts 94,478 | 13,930 80,548 81,533 985
Registration 1,00,109 | 18,411 81,698 97,475 | 15,977
Amrit Mahal 34,227 2,592 31,635 33,596 1,961
Education 57,146 9,410 47,736 53,618 5882] ..
Public Works 30794 | ... 30,794 | 15501| .. | 15293
Gold Mining—
(a) Five per cent Royalty 515,288 | 91,610| 4,23,678 | 495351 | 71,673
(b) Prospecting License fees,
premia on new leases
granted, ete. 3,162 3,162 508 " 92,654
Total Gold Mining 518,450 | 91,610 4,26,840 | 495859 | 71.673| 2654
Medical .| 11,668 | 9582{ 2086 6232 | 4,146 N
Scientific and other Minor Depart-
ments e eer 10,002 1,663 8,340 10,692 2,352
Surplus Investment Account—
(a) Interest on Investments ..| 3,61,864 | 67.835| 294,039 | 1,93,482 1,00,557
(b} Interest on Deposit Ac-
count in the Madras Bank 64,207 64,207 71,566 7,359
(¢) Profit on Government of
India Securities sold 2,10,155 2,10,155 26,367 1,83,784
Total Surplus Investment )
Account 6,36,226 | 67,825| 5,68,401 | 92,91,415 7,359)92,84,345
Miscellaneous 1,10,505 | 19,038 91,467 | 1,14,852 | 23,385
Total . |1,56,17,557 (15,02 896(1,41,14,661 [1,65,55,223 29,49,975| 5,09,414
Net Increase ... [24,40,561]”

Before proceeding to offer an

y comments upon this statement, I must ‘explain

that though the year 1891-92 consisted of 15 months from April 1891 to June 1892,
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yet for purposes of comparison we have to confine our attention to the 12 months
of that ycar commencing July 1891 and ending June 1892, and to consider, with
reference to the figures for those months, whether there has been any improvement
or falling off in individual items of Revenue during 1892-93. This process will
enable us to draw reliable inferences, because the two periods of 12 months under
comparison ‘were identical as regards collection operations under all heads of
Revenue including Land, Mohatarfa, Sandal, etc.

With these preliminary remarks, I shall now ask your attention in some detail
to the two items of Liand Revenue and Excise which together have mainly con-
tributed to the increased Revenue of the year.

Land Revenue.—Under Land Revenue Proper, the increase was Rs. 16,49,000,
of which about 3 lakhs were due to expansion of cultivation, the extent of lands
under occupation having increased from 5,685,162 acres in 1891-92 to 5,891,268 in
1892-93. The remainder of the increase was due to the fact that last year was
one of seasonable rainfall during which we were not only able to realize the year’s
demand to the usual extent, but also to collect the greater portion of the sum of
about 7% lakhs which, owing to the unfavorable seasons of 1891-92, had to be
gg)owed to stand over for remission or realization during the following year (1892-

It may be interesting to note in this place that the area brought under culti-
vation during the 