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REPORT 
OB THB 

KHASI. AND· JAINTIA HILLS, 

1853, 

Dated Fort William, the 2ith September 1!!53. 

From-A. J. M. MILLS, Esq., Officiating Judge, Sudder Court, on 
deputation, 

To-The Secretary to the Go)vernment of Bengal, Judicial Department. 

I have the honour to submit the following report on the 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, which are under the adr¢D.istration 
of Colonel Lister, Political Agent. 

2. The portion of the' hills which is inhabited by the tribe 
of people called Khasia borders Mymensingh and Sylhet on one 
side and Assam on the other. In the year 1826 our intercourse 
nrst commenced with them. The then Government Agent, Mr. 
Scott, deeming it expedient to have a direct communication 
between Assam and Sylhet, entered into a negotiation with the 
chieftains, which terminated in permission being granted to us to 
open a road and to establish a sanitarium at Nungklow (Nong
khlao). The events which followed, viz., the massacre of two 
British officers,. Lieutenants Bedingfield and Burlton, and some 
nfty or sixty native subjects at that place; the general disaffection 
of the tribes; the consequent warfare; the apprehension of some of 
the outlaws'; the eventual submission of the chieftains; and the 
entire subjugation of the country; are matters of history that I 
need not dwell upon. It is sufficient for the purposes of this report 
to observe that aU opposition having been finally overcome, the 
Agency was established on the 11th February 1835, and Colonel 
Lister, then Captain Lister, was appointed Political Agent of the 
Kh~si Hills, with the.charge of our:relations With the Jaintia Raja. 

S. The Jaintia Raja at that time was in possession of his 
territory, but he had fallen under the displeasure of Government 
in consequence of the immolation of three British subjects by a 
dependant chieftain of Jaintia at the shrine -of KdU, and of his 

.3 



2 ltEPORT ON THE 

refusal to give up the murderers, and shortly afterwards, til., in 
March 1835, Colonel Lister :was directed to hold and annex to 
the lJritish dominion, \ the....PJ.ajn~~' of .Jaintia as a measure of 
retributive justice for the barbarities that had been committed. 
The Raja, however, when shorn of this valuable portion of his 
territory, declin~d to retain possession of the hill tract, and this 
or the centrical portion of' his territory was also annexed, and 
comprises the" Jaintia Hills," under Colonel Lister's control. 
It is-bounded on the north by the portion of Jaintia transferred 
to Assam, south by the plains of Jaintia added to Sylliet, east by 
Cachar, and west by the Khasi Hills. 

4. Kkasi Hills.-The population lof these hills is estimated 
at 82,400 souls, the number of dependant villages at 564, and the 
houses at 16,450. The portion of ground on which the station 
of Chena Poonjee stands was given to us for an equal portion of 
la.nd in the plains of Sylhet. Though orders were issued 22 years 
ago for making over the lands to the Raja, it would appear that 
the arrangement has not yet been fully carried out in conse .. 
qucnce of the people on the part of tbe Raja refusing to receive 

vany . lands, excepting the 16 kdls 8 kears of land previously 
acquired by him by purchase. The matter is now pending before 
the Commissioner. 

5. Cherra is .one of the most barren spots I have ever seen 
but the climate is excellent, and the gran
deur and variety of the ~cenery around is 

sublimely interesting. In the accompanying letter from Dr. 
Fletcher, the Civil Surgeon, will be found somo perti1).ent observ
ations on the temperature of Cherra generally, and comparatively 
with that of Darjeeling and Mussoorie, with which stations he is 
:well acquainted. Dr. Fletcher has 2;' high opinion of the ~limate, 
and if a sanitarium for European troop~ should be req1,Ured, he 
thinks either at Cherra or further in the interior a site might be 

lected highly calculated to render the experiment successful. 
se 6. The physical aspect of the Khasi .Hills has been fully hnd 

hically sketched by Captain l'emberton in his report on the 
grap 'act °th th 
eastern frontier, so that I shall pass by t~t subJ W1 ,e 
following brief description o~ the country derived from the abo-v:

e 
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source, added to my own observations. 
7. From Nungklow (Nongkhlao) which stands on the edge 

of the northern verge, to the village of Maosmai, which is similarly 
situated on the southern verge, of this elevated region, the' direct 
distance is 35 miles; all this tract may be called "tapis land"; 
the greater part is open and free from ;jungle, varied by numer~us 
hillocks and knolls, villages and chasms. The soil as far as 
Myrang (Mairan~) is very poor j southward it is more favorable, 
and the country is more fertile and pleasant. 

S. From Maosmai to the base of the hills the vegetation is 
most luxuriant, the sides of the hills are cleft by deep and narrow 
ravines, valleys, and defiles ranging from 2,000 to 3,000 feet deep, 
and the slopes are covered with orange groves, betel-nut planta
tions, and potato fields. On the Assam side the inferior hilly 
tract, which unites the lofty table land and the plains, is covered 
with dense jungle and is very jnsalu.brious. 

9. Colonel ;Lister has favoured me with the following remarks 
on the agricultural, horticultural, and mineral productions of tho 
Khasi Hills :-

,. Of horticultural produce, o~es take the lead. The plantationll are 
situated at the foot of the southem face of the hills, and reach to an elevation 
of about 1,000 or 1,200 feet. The export is about 400 or 50Q lakhs a year, 
and is still increasing. The supply never being equal to -the demand, the 
market is certain, and the property about the best in the hills. 

"Potatru:s are next in value; they are cultivated on the table land and on 
the slope'"S;the latter is an improved method of cultivation,-the jungle is burnt, 
and the ground manured with the charroal, which recent experiments in 
England have proved best suited. to the potato. This crop would prove a certain 
profit to the Khasias, if they merely suppl~ed their own markets; but their 
gambling character induces them frequently to take their crop to Calcutta. in 
the hope of a large return, and frequently to their complete ruin. The risk is the 
early or late sta~ of the crops in those parts from whence Calcutta is supplied 
at a cheaper rate than can be done by the Khasias. 

U The amount eultivated annually is estimated at 30,000 maunds. 

" There bas been a slight increase in the cultivation since the decline iD. the 
co&! trade. 
- U Cotton is grown on the low hills on the northern side of the range. it 
is of iudiil'erent 'luality ; allllUal quantity about jJ 000 ,or 10,000 maunds. 
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" A ~1LC~n is grown in the same locality in very smaU quanti-
---~ ties. 

~'~at!_betol-n\lt, pan, anI spicas are also exported iu considerable 
quantiti1l,. -- - -- - . . 

U ]tice of good quality is grown towards the north and throughouli the 
centre of the hills, but en.n with a few other p90r descriptions of grain, is not 
sufficient for the support of the ,people. 

"Of natural productions the Khasia possess limestone, Cl)al, and iron. 
The filEt and most val"able is found at intervals along -.. the whole southern ke 
of the lulls, chiefly towards the bottom l narrow streams, navigable with canoes 
during the rains, facilitate carriage. From 15 to 20 Jakhs of maunds is 
quarried annually. 

~t Qg"al is next in importance, but the difficulty ana the expense of carriage 
prevent its being of much commercial importance, as it cannot in Calcutta 
compete in price with English or Burdwan coal; consequently the importation 
is limited to stations in the vicinity. The ouly mines of importance are those 
of Cherra and Lakadong. The first seems to be almost worked out; of the 
latter a special report has been made to Government by. Professor Oldham, 
Superintendent ()f Geologillal Survey, but no copy has been furnished to thia 
office. Coal is found in the southam side of the hills, but generally near or on 
the summit. It is conveyed to the banks of streams a.t the bottom of the hill 
in baskets by coolies, and there seems to be no improvement feasible except at 
greater expense than is at a.ll called for. 

It !!'C?I1. is found in the interior of the Khasia range. It exidts in small 
grains, which are obtained by washing the excavated earth. The excavating 
ore, digging canals for water, which from the elevation requires to be econo
mized, added in many cases t~ the carriage of the ore to the wooded districts to 
be smelted, renders the iron manufacture the most laborious trade, notwith
standing which, it is the poorest paid. Very litt1e is expended in the country, 

I the greater part being exported t~m .!l-nclklhe~. To the former district it 
is conveyed in the J!hape of kotlal~es j to Sylhet it is sent in lumps and 
used by the boat-builders for clamps. Professor Oldham briefly notices in his 
report to Government the impossibility of increasing the manufacture according 
to European principles j 20,000 maunds is considered to be the annual export. 
No other manufacture is carried on by the Khasias. 

"The imports of the district (lomprise rice, salt, tobacco, dried 1ish, oil, 
corals, brass and copper utensils, clothes of all descriptions, cattle and goats." 

10. Jaintia Hills.-We at present possess very little know
ledge of this country. It is described by Captain Pemberton as 
forming an undulated and. rather hilly table land, elevated, from 

, 
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4,000 to 5,000 feet above the plains and distinguished by "the 
absence of jungle, the coolness and salubrity of the climate, and. 
where the soil is favourable, by the production of fir trees." 

11. Cultivation has, I am- informed, greatly extended in these 
hills since they came into our possession. When Mr. Scott 
visited them, it was very scanty, and chiefly confined to the 
villages where rice was grown. ~flough!t.a!1'-.!!!edj!Lso:qtQ pl~Qes. 
The slopes of the hills at their base produce oranges, potatoes, 
betel-nut, spices, limes, etc. The miileral resolU'C6& of tJIese hilh 
have not, that I can discover, been separately defined. It has 
been the practice to treat the J&intia Hills as part of the Khasi 
Hills, but it is known that limestoD,e, CQal, and irOD, are procur
able in the former in abundance. 

12. The estimated quantity and value of the productions of 

D •• eriptIOD of articles. 

DUn 
Mnrw& ... 
Kllcbli 
Cotton ... 
PAD IIDd BupAri 
Fruit aDd Bpices 
Iron 

1 
EstJm .. ted I Estimated 
qu .. ~tltl. .. .. Iue. 

these hills are given in the 
margin. The number of 
villages is 161, the number 

lids. Co.' •• Ba. of houses 7,305, ~nd the 
192.000 
15.000 

800 
4,600 

'oO 

96,000 
7,500 

200 
9.200 

28,001) 

7.500 
B.OOD 

600 
50 

population is estimated at 
36,525 souls. Colop.el Lis
ter states that of the 7,305 
families, about 5,200 are 
supposed to gain a livelihood Ivory 

LimestoDG 

Total 
------ by agriculture, 1,289 fam-

1,52,050 d ul d 
____ ------.!----.:.---I lies by gar en c ture, an 

the remainder as traders and porfier!f. 
13. The character of the Khasia people is said to have under

gone much change. They wereJormerly described asan~~t 
~pl! people, but from an association with civilization and 
wealth have become arrogant, deceitful, and untrustworthy; but 
however their moral character may have deteriorated, the advan
tages they have derived and are deriving from their connexion 
with our Government are great, and numerous civil wars, which 
continually distracted the country, have been put down. Their 
trade has been augmented. There is an increasing demand for 
their produce, and there is a striking improvement in the condi
t~on of the people, to say nothing of the benefits which they have 
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derived from the attempt, feeble though it has been, to diffuse 
a.mongst them the advantages of education. We have also reaped 
the benefits of our posit~on in having obtained an entire cessation 

.: of the llI:ll!derous inroads which these mountaineers constantly 
II made in the plains, murdering our subjects and. pillaging our 

villages. 

, 14. The inhabitants of ' the Jaintia Hills consist of L:llllngs, 
, Mikirs, and Khasias. Their religion, social .habits, customs, and 
prejudices in the main features resemble those of the Khasias, 
with the important exception of the large village of ftartiang, 
where there is a Hindu temple dedicated to the goddess Kdli. 
The dialect of the inhabitants of this village and its dependencies 
is, I am told, quite different to that of any other portion of the 
hills, and their propensities are decidedly those of Hindus. 

15. Khasia Okieftains.-The chiefs acknowledged by our 

Appendix B. 
Government are shown in the accompany
ing statement. It gives also the names of 

the chiefs, the number of dependant poonjee,,, or villages, the 
number of houses, and population belonging to each. . In the 
column of remarks is described the nature of our relations with 
each, and I have appended to it a translation of the treaties 
which some of the chieftains have entered into with the British 

Goyernment. 
16. The chieftains are 24 in number. The principal are those 

Sobha Sing. Raja of stated in the margin. The Cherra Raja 
ChH:::~ Sing, Rajl\ of has by treaty, and the Rajas of Khyrim, 
Mooleem (Myllun). Lengree (Langrin), Nustung (Nongstoin), 

.1 eeduf SIng, Nung-
klow (Nonghlao). and Nisping (Nongspung) (with whom we 

Oosev (0 Sep) and d • t t) h b t 't Ramabye, Raja of Maram have entere Into no rea y, ave, y aCl 
(Maharam). admission, the sole civil and crimi,nal juris-

Mishnee and three 
others, Wadadars (Waha. diction of their respective territories; but it 
d&dars) of Chella (Sbella) 
}>oonjee.. . has been the practice to investigate all cases 

6iug Mr.nlCk, RaJa o( • - d th f th Ra . 
Kbyrim. _ . between our subJects an ose 0 e Jas 

0Nomaet (O(NMlt)'toRa)la or between the subjects of different Rajas. 
of ustung ougs In. • • . ' 
I the other estates the British authonbes take cOgnIzance m 
a:ditton to the cates above described of all cases of a. heino~ 
nature, th., chieftains being bound to make over the partles 
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concerned for trial. The chieftains decide petty cases amongst 
their own subjects themselves. 

17. The station of Cherra Poonjee is the only place over 
which the Agent exercises sole jurisdiction; but the Govern
ment has, it would seem, the undoubted right to interfere in any 
way it pleases with the adm~I~istratioI:l. o~ th~ villages of 
Moosmai (Maosmai), Sohoar, and MamlQo (llaomlu), the first and
last by right of conque~d the second by treaty. These villages 
have sirdars, or headmen, who are empowered to investigate petty 
cases, both civil and criminal, and an appeal from their decision lies 
to the Cherra court, but Lieutenant Cave states that no such appeal 
has yet been ever preferred. 

18. Jaintia.-There are 23 dullais (dollois) and sirdars in the 
Jaintia Hills, who have a certain number of poonjees or villages 
under their charge, and they -investigate all petty cases of a 
civil and criminal nature within their district. An ~ppeal 

lies from the decision of the dullais (dollois) to the Political Agent, 
and objections to dullais' (dolIois') hearing cases on account of 
family connenon or other causes are received, and, if admitted, are 
taken up by the assistant to the Agent. The dullais (doilois) were 
formerly appointed annually, but the Political Agent has extended 
the tenure of office to three years, the retention, however, depend. 
ing on good conduct. On the expiry of that period, the commu· 
nity have the right to re-elect another dullai (dolloi). 

19. The Bevd. Mr. Lewis, who has been labouring for 

Appendix C. 
some years in the Khasi Hills with the 
laudable endeavour to enlighten these wil~ 

mountaineers, has, at my request, obligingly drawn up the accom
panying account of the Khasia Courts of Judicature and form 
of government. The business of the State, it will be observed, 
is transacted at durbars, regularly proclaimed. The Chief is 
the sole j~dK~ and the villagers may, lIr. Lewis observed, be 

~. cr regarded as a jury, though they are obsequious to their 
I. Chief, if he be an influential one." It is a remarkable circum
/stance that the chieftainship does not descend from father to son' 
but from uncle to nephew (sister's son). 
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20. With regard to the mode of procedure of the J'aintia 
courts, I could obtain no definite information. Mr. Lewis in
formed me that there are under the dullais (dollois) what arc 

_ _ _ ~~lled pattors, one to each village, that under them are the village 
priests, and that all suits come first before the priests, with an 

- -appeiJ to ~ pattor, and from him, if not satisfactory, to th~-
dullai (dolloi), and finally"as stated above, to the Agent. ' \ 

21. The judicial forms are similar to those observed in the 
_~lta~!.1!il1s. Both are accompanied with 'cruel .or~ea!s, and I 
have ~.: Le~s' authority to state that the Jaintia. people 
complain. bitterly of the t~.Q..us ~d expe!lsive' ~Ocess of J 

administering justice. ~ . 

22. When Colonel Lister was appointed Politioal Agent of 
the Khasi Hills, he was i~structed to exercise magisterial func
tions in some villages, while the chiefs of others were permitted to 
retain entire jurisdiction within their own limits. He was em
powered to fine to the extent of Rs. 500, and to imprison for two 
years on proceedings held before him as Magistrate, and, with the 
n!js~n~ ~hay{lii, to unprison for five years. Ail cases 
~ hefu~u;-nature he was directed to send to the sudder court. He 
vas further told, as a general rule, to consider those villages 
Inder his jurisdiction" which have become ours by right of 

conquest, but that in those villages which have all along retained 
their independence or have been restored by us to their former 
chiefs," he was desired only to exerciRe political control. In 
cases of a civil nature the sudder court was empowered, on an 
inspection of the Agent's periodical returns, or on a petition being 
presented to it, to call for and revise his proceedings. At the 
same time Mr. Harry Inglis was appointed to be an assistant to 
Captain Lister with full powers to punish to the extent of ono 
year's imprisonment and Rs. 200 fine, his proceedings being 
always subject to the revision of the Agent. . 

23. By Act VI of 1835, the Political Agent of the Khasi 
Hills was placed in civil and criminal cases under the control and 
superintendence of the Budder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawluts. 
respectively, and on a reference from the court, the Govern
plent, by their orders No. 193 of the 29th of Septem'ler 1835. 
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authorized the extension of the court's jurisdiction to the Jaintia. 
territorv • . 

24. The court understood the Raj Jaintia. to have formE'd 
part of the Khasia. territory, and conceived that, under the provi
sions of Act VI of 1835, they were competent to exercise au
thority therein, but the country formed no part of the Khasia 
territories, and Act VI of 1835 could have no possible application 
to it, seeing that we were not in possession of the Jaintia country 
when the Act was pa8sed. Subsequently, the Government sanc
tioned, under Act XXI of 1836, Jhe~general annexation of the 
Jaintia territory to Sylliet, and the extep.sion to it of the laws 
and regulations, but the plain countru on this side of the hills 
to Sylhet was only brought u.nder the operation of this order. 

25. Again, anterior to this annexation, the Government, by 
their orders of the 28th of July 1835, determined that J aintia, 
with the exception of that part which bordered on Assam, 
should be annexed to Cachar. The plain country was so annexed 
ahd then transferred to ByIbet as above stated; but I cannot 
trace the orl;lers fo;r retaining ~he hill territory under Colonel 
Lister's superintendence, and Colonel Lister could afford me no 
information on the subject. It was, he 1Jays, always understood 
tha.t the hill territory was tQ continue under his administration. 
Further, with t.he view -of giving the assistant to the Magistrate 
the powers to take cognizance of complaints brought by natives 
against European subjects, Lieutenant Cave was, under the orders 
of Government of the 5th of March 1852, vested with the full 
powers of a Magistrate in the Kka,& Hills. T~~ Jaintia. Hills 
,(l~llnot pe co~side~~d ~~~ of ~~ ~asi _ HilJs. The territories 
are distinct, and the assjstant to the Agent cannot, in my 
opinion, legally exercise these powers which he now does in the 
J aintia Hills. 

26. It will be seen from the foregoing observations that 
J aintia is at present placed in a very anomalous position. The 
regulations, though ordered to be extended to it, have not bee~ 
so extended, while the order foX' extending the jurisdiction of the 
Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawluts under Act VI .of 1835 
tp t11e territory, though carried into effect, was clearly founded 

1) 
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on wrong premises.. It is desirable, I think, that these anomalies 
regarding jurisdiction should be removed. 

27. Then as to th6' rules by which justice is administered. 
Colonel Lister states that he is guided in exercising control over 
the Khasi and Jaintia. Hills by the spirit of tho instructions 
of Government above noticed and by the A.ssam rules. Now, 
the instructions themselves are, it will be observed, of a very 
vague character, and the Assam rules have been extended to 
this country without any authority whatever. It appears that 
the sudder court forwarded to the Agent for his information a 
eopy of the revised rules c.C for the- administration of civil and 
criminal justice in the adjacent Province of Assam, " supposing 
that the Agent had been instructed to be guided by them, but 
such was not the case; and further the rules so forwarded are 
those which have not yet received the confirmation of Govern .. 
ment, and have therefore-not been introducf.ild into Assam. 

28. In Charra Poonjee there are numerous Europeans, both 
in and out of the services-coal mines are worked, lime is quar
ried, and other speculations engage attention. It will be seen 
also from the correspondence quoted below that many disputes 
have, in connection with trade, sprung up and formed the subject. 
of suits in the court, and that great complaint is made, and not 
unreasonably, I think, of the manner in which justice is admin ... 
istered. It is therefore time, I think, that the administration 
af the territory in which the Political Agent exercises the powers 
of a Magis~rate, Collector, and Judge should 'be placed on a more 

NOT E.-Mr. In g lis satisfactory and intelligible footing; that 
brought an action for hbel the :M:agistrate should know what law he 
ag8lDst Mr. Gibson, Jay-

~~oJ'J~ d~~:geji:!ll~:~ has to administer, and the subjects should 
expressions were "that know undeJ." what they are to live. It is, 
the case. was prompted 
by plalntiff, who suborned I think, very doubtful whether Europeans 
!~d~~~~s~~~t':~~dei~e~: aTe even amenable to tho Political author .. 
answer whIch Mr. Glb- to • "1 tt . fAt son blea in another SUit. i les m CIVI rna ers m consequence 0 C 

Lieutenant Cave gave a XI of 1836· not extending to the Khasi 
decree for Rs. 5,000 da- ° 0 , 

mages. Hills. The pomt was mooted m tbe_ court s 
decision in the case of Gibson, appellant, f:eraU8 H. Inglis, respond. .. 
ent" see page 524 of the decision of the court for 1851L 
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29. For the reasons above stated I would therefore suggest 
the enactment of a complete set of rules and procedure suited to 
the usages and institutions of the ~ountry; and, -for the further
ance of this end, I .would also suggest that a, ~reful enquiry 
be made into the customs, habit!, and institutions of the Jaintia 
territory: If it be found, as asserted by :&fr. Lewis, that the 
present mode in which petty cases are decided by the village 
authorities is the cause of vexation and annoyance to the people, 
and that cruel ordeals are still enforced, the procedure should be 
reformed, the mode in which cases are to be tried should be 
defined, and the powers of the dullais (dollois) should be indicated 
with precision. The country is our~, and it is our duty to see that 
speedy justice, suited to the simple habits of the people, is admin
istered, and practices abhorrent to humanity are not allowed. 

30. Referring to the memorial of Anundo Kissore Rai and 
Bhagurithee Debya, zemindars of SyIhet, on which I submitted 
a separate report, dated the 26th of August 1852', I would advise 
that provision be made for deciding disputes between the Khasi 
chiefs and the zemindars subject to the regulations for the pos
session of land situated on the boundary. The sudder court has 
held that it has no jurisdiction in such cases. 

31. Tbe Government derives no land revenue from the Khasia 
Hills. The receipts consist of the following items: . 

The sale of opium and the license to vend ganja in the station 
of Cherra, Poonjee. The average produce for the last 
three years is Rs. 135·4·9. 

Ground rent of the building lots in the station of Cherra. 
Poonjee, Oompany's Rs. 94. 

Judicial fines from the villages of Sobar (Sohbar), Mamloo 
(Maomlu), and Ramrye (Rambrai) as shown below: 

.. From the first, Coo's Rs. 300 per annum, imposed by the lite Mr. 
Cracroft for the murder of two travellers on the road up from Theria to Cherra. 
This village possesses in its lime and lime quarries, orange gardens, and 
betel·nut groves, ample means for meeting this tax. 

" The second l\famIoo (l\faomlu) was fined at the rate of one rupee per hous~y 
total Coo's Rs. 55, in conseq?lence of its inhabitants having sheltered and effected 
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the escape of two outlaws during the disturbances. This villagJ has by no 
~eans the wealth of the preceding one. il " ~hhdl!l.-The Ramrye (Rambrai) villages were concerned ill the inroad 

~ into Assam. They were fined Re. 4,'000, but t~ir..JIlaitL lan~~ having b:leu 
confiscated, their means were diminished in proportion. They pay this fino by 
instalments of Rs. lOG per annum. 

32. It will be seen from the treaty entered into with the 
Lr Chela Poonjee sirdars that Government has reserved to itself the 
. fright of taking limestone from the sides of the river Bo~a free of 

cost, but it does not appear that it has ever availed itself of 
\ the privilege conceded to it. :Mr. Inglis quarries lime. I believe, in 

that locality, but I could get no precise information on this 
head. 

Steps might be taken for instituting such enquiries as may 
lead to a Inore accurate knowledge than we at present possess 
of the extent .and capabilities Qf these quarries and the price 
at which it can be quarried and transported to Calcutta..· 

3S. Colonel Lister ~tateSl ~'~ tax; on land is unknown amongst 
I\the Khasias, the revenues of the Khasia chiefs are derived from 

, judicial fines and tolls levied on aU goods in the markets of their 
villages. These tolls Nary in amount according to the situation 
of the v~llages, and are either paid in money or in kind. The 
tolls are levied per load or accord,ing to the articles; one pice each 
man's load and three dumrees each woman's load seem to be the 
maximum, and h"alf the same the miuimum rate. A handful 
of rice from the two baskets or ban!JY load, a pice per rupee 
worth of corn, and half dumree per pice wort.h of betel-nut are 
about the extent of the tax: on. articles brought to market." 

34. The -vill~gers 9f MamIoo (:M:aomlu) and the Raja of 
Nungklow (Nongkhlao), who still claims to be the chief of, and in 
fact exercises the power of a chieftain in, the village, petitioned 
.me for the remission of the fine levied from their village. The 
Agent sta~es that, though poor and gaining a livelihood chiefly by 
coolie labour, the sum they pay is so trifling that it cannot press 
hard upon them. Under these circumstances, I do not SUrr)l'~ 
~he prayer.of the petit~on. . - , 
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3.9. The following items compose the entire revenue derived 
from the Jaintia territory: 

Firstly.-The rent of the Lakadong coal mine. The average 
for the last two years is Co.'s Rs. 205. 

Secondly.-The sale of tribute goats, which averages for the 
last three years at Co.'s Rs. 34-3-8. 

Thi1·dly.-The rent of land leased by the Collector 9f Sylhet, 
under the supposition that the land belonged to 
his district, but which was afterwards found to 
belong to Jaintia. The number of pottahs is ten, 
and the annual amount of rent is Rs. 350. 

36. The dullais (doUois) paid one he-goat for each village to 
the Jaintia Raja, and the practice, .says Colonel Lister, has been 
continued. The leases granted by the Collector of Sylhet for lands 
lying on the Cherra side of th!3 bounda~y, as laid down by 
Government, were transferred to the authorities of Cherra under 
the orders of Government, dated the 29th of November 185~, 
No. 2570, with directions to ma,intain existing arrangements as 
fal' as possible. 

37. The perquisites of the office of duUais (dollois) are derived, 
as in the Khasi Hills, from fines imposed for off.ence~, &nd from 

((duties on llitts. The Government gets .nothing. I may say, from 
this territory, not eveni ts dues as Lord of the ~anor ,from its 
mineral productions. 

38. Colonel Lister suggested in 1849 the imposition of a 
house tax on the inhabitants of the Jaintia Hills in consequence 
of the disposition evinced by some of the people to assert their 
independence; but the proposition was not adopted, as it 
appeared to His Honour the Deputy Governor that the imposition 

. of such a tax was not likely to. allay.the existent excitement. 

39. In Assam, the Nagas, the Mikirs, and other wild tribes 
pay either a poll tax or a house tax. In Cachal the N aga.s and 
Kukis are similarly taxed, and it appears to me to be the 
dictate of sound policy to exa.ct ,Some payment, 'however trifling 
the amount may be, from the mountaineers of our posseseioD, a:. 

B 
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a token of, submission. It is to be regretted, I think, that this 
was not done when we took the country. The Agent contented 
himself with receiving a he-goat from each 'viEage, which, it is 
stated, was only what the Raja took from them. This may have 
been the amount of direct tax1\tion, but there is no question that 
he derived a considerable tJ,mount of rent from taxing the produce 
of the hills when taken into the plains, and the produce of the 
plains when imported into the hills. Whether it would be practi
cable to introduce land tax or a house tax, I have not the 
means of ascertaining. None of the dullais (doUois) waited on 
me, and the authorities themselves seemed to me to have a very 
imperfect knowledge of these hills and their agricultural and mi
neral resources. The disputes between 1lessrs. Gibson and Inglis 
originated in quarrying stones. The former leased the land pro
ducing it from one party and the latter from another, but neither 
disputed the fact of the stone belonging to the Jaintia Hills; and 
as all minerals are the undoubted property of either the State 
or the proprietor, I am of opinion that the pretentions of the 
lessors should have been set aside, and the right of Govern
ment, whether as ruler or owner it matters not, should have 
been asserted. 

40. With the view therefore of ascertaining the capabilities 
of this unknown region, and determining whether it should not, 
like the mountainous districts, contribute some kind of revenue 
towards meeting the expenses of the State, I would suggest that 
the assistant to the Political Agent be directed to make a topo
graphical survey of the hills, and report upon the resources of 
the country, the social habits, religion, and customs of the people, 
and the method of procedure adopted by the heads of villages 
in administering civil and criminal justice. 

41. There is not a police thana in the J aintia. Hills. The 
Cberra-l mohurrir Bnd single thana of the Agency is at Cherra, and 

5 burkundazes and 1 inter- is of the strength noted in the margin. Of 
preter, "Bengalee police." 
1 jemadar and). sepoys, the Khasia portion one havildar and six sepoys 
.r KhaSla police." Nung- are posted at Nungklow (N ongkhlao) for the 
klow (Nongkhlao)-l 
ha\'Jldar and 6 sepoys, purpose of affording protection to travellers 
.. h.has18 police." 

- - passing to and. from Assam. The headmen 
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of the villages in the Khasi Hills, and in the J aintia Hills the 
dullais (dollois), report the occurrence of murders or other heinous 
offences ro the thana, when the muhalTir proceeds to the spot and 
holds an enquiry. Though heinous crimes are stated to be of 
rare OCCUlTence, yet it appears to me most desirable that a part 
of the small police force should be located in the Jaintia. telTitory 
if only for the purpose of acting as a check on the lawless pro
ceedings of the dullais (doUois) and other headmen of the villages, 
and of keeping the authorities informed of the real state of the 
country. At present nothi1J.g is positively known of what occurs 
there. The authority of the dullais (dollois) is quite uncontrolled, 
and -no municipal police exists for the prevention of crime, 
nor yet for the detection and punishment of petty offences. 
I may add that the location of a. small police force in the wild 
parts of Assam has been found beneficial in strengthening the 
security they have from their c~nnection with us for the enjoy
ment of their property. 

42. In the first six months of 1853 one case of homicide and 
one of theft, and in 1852 one homicide and three thefts, were 
reported. Common thefts are not generally made known to 
the police. When they occur, they are usually settled amongst 
themselves. 

43. In the first six months of 1853, 68 
Heinous cria.es

Convicted 
Committed 
Acquitted 

1 persons were brought to trial. The results are 
1 
4 

Petty offences-
Convicted ... 87 
AcqUitted ... 25 

given in the margin. No case pended on the 
1st of July, and only one case when I visited 

the office awaited trial. 

44. Tho diary of witnesses shows that 35 witnesses were 
detained one day, 56 two days, and 7 witnesses three days 
The cases were generally very"trifling, and a larger number of 
witnesses might, I think, with due diligence, have been dis
charged on the first day. 
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45. Civil.-There pended on the 1st -of July 11 cases and on 
c.sg -=~~ 
g ell' G .... CO 

tl)g~ - gCQ & 
SG) ::sfiiGSos: - sCQ~ .a ;r,=..; 

'3 2~~~·~~ ... ~ .... 
~ ~~",c~oI:&o"o 

Colonel Lister-
Appeals ... ... 2 2 

Lieutenant Cave-
Onginal SUits ... 14 20 34 
Miscellaneous ... 10 9 19 

is shown in the marginal statement. 

.. 
" c • ..; ""e OJ !"" :'S ",c ,,-<> ...... ~ .. ~. ~ 

2 .. . . 
14 9 ... ... 

'i 
"" '0 
<II 

"CI 

S 
~ 

2 

23 . .. 

the day I visited 
the office 7 cases. 
The number of 
original suits, 
appeals, and 
miscell a n e 0 U 8 

cases disposed of 
in the first six 
months of 1853 

-46. The natUl'e and value of the suits will be seen from the 
subjoined statement: 

Soit. Suitl 
instituted instituted 
iu 1852. in 1853. 

For possession of land 1 4t 
" debt on bond 5 9 
JJ value of articles ... 6 2 
JJ price of limestone 4. 4. 
OJ ",ages 2 
" damages 1 
" subsistence a.llowance 1 
" libel and slander 2 
II redemption of mortgage 1 

Total ." 19 23 

Number Number 
Value of Buits. of 8uita, of BUlle, 

1852. 18:'3 

Under 1 rnpee ... ... 
Above 1 and under 5 1 2 

II 5 II 10 2 

u 10 20 ... ... Il 
" 

" 
20 60 5 5 

" 1>0 100 1 It 
JJ " II 100 12 10 

Total 19 23 -
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Of the suits instituted in 1852 and 1853, 12 of the former 
and 10 of the latter were above Rs. tOO in value, and mainly 
arose out of trading transactions, some being connected with the 
disputes which existed between lIr. H. Inglis and Messrs. Duncan 
and Gibson T~ number of cases instituted in 1852 did not 
comprise the cases disposed of by the assistant to the Agent on 
sum:nary enqniry, which circumstance accounts for the apparent 
paucity of suits instituted in the former year. The assistant to 
the Political Agent has not disposed of any cases in the above 
manner during the course of the present year, which is to be 
regretted. He should encourage this summary and cheap 
system of judicature. It is the most consonant to the feelings of 
tbe Khasias, as it is less tedious and expensive, and enables the 
people to conduct the cases themselves instead of entrusting them 
to Bengali muktiars, which they always desire to avoid • 

• 
47. I have mentioned that the administration of justice in the 

Khasi Hill courts has been made the subject of much complaint. 
In the accompanying letter from Mr. Sweetland, the Agent of the 

. Coal Company, it is severely impugned, and 
Appendix D. that gentleman has represented that the 

Cherra court has lost the confidence of tha entire people, and that 
the administration of justice has become a. "nullity," " a bye-word" 
and a" reproach." He has furnished the details on which this 
conviction is based, and I deemed it my duty to review the pro
ceedings of the local authorities connected there1rith, and to state 
my opinion on the legality and justness of the orders and decisions 
·of the Cherra court, which Mr. Sweetland has referred to as justi
fying his recorded conviction that the officer who passed them, 
Lieutenant Cave, has wilfully used the" power with which the Go
vernment clothed him for the public benefit for unjust purposes." 

48. I pass by the statements concerning lIr. Jones. They have 
been made the subject of a. reference to the Government, and a 
Commissioner was deputed to investigate the c'harges which that 
gentleman brought against Mr. H. Inglis, the son-in-law of 
Colonel Lister. The charges were :pronounced to be groundless. 

F 
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49. The acts complained of by lIr. Sweetland sprung out of 
the disputes between Messrs. Duncan and Gibsuu on tho ono 
side and }\fr. H. Inglis on the other, regarding the right to qnarl'Y 
limestone at Cboon Cperra. It appears tlUl~ ou tho 2::th d 
February 1851 a complaint was made before thq AS'listant, Liou
tenant Cave, hy Sona Khasia, who leased the land to lIr. Inglis. 
that lIr.-CatteU and other servants of Messrs. Duncnn and Gibson 
had forcibly commenced quarrying limestono ut Choon Chorla. 
The assistant having satisfied himself that there was a p"imajacie 
cause of complaint, issued a warrant for tho arrest of tho accused 
and bound down 1fr. Cattell and others not to work limo in Sona 
l(hasia's land in the hill iurisdiction. 

50. ,On the 5th of l1arch following a petition was given to 
the 1fagistrate by Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, complainin~ of tho 
assault and unjust seizure of their servants by tho Cherm court. 
and asserting that ·Choon Cherta was situated within tho 
Sylhet district, and that they held a lease of it from the ex-Raja. 
of Jaintia and one Harradhun Khettre, they deriving their title!' 
from the Collectot: of Sylhet. A communication was made with 
the Cherra authorities, and the Collector of Sylhet and tbe lJagis
trate, having found that the lime quarries in question were in tlle 
8y1het district, awarded possession of the land under Act IV of 
1840 to Messrs. Duncan and Gibson. Sona Khasia then appealed 
to the Sessions Judge, who upheld the aWRl'd of the Magistrate. 
So far, the proceedings seem to have been regular and correct. 
excepting that Lieutenant Cave persisted in taking a tnooclwlka 
from 1fr. Cattell to the amount of Rs. 100 not to interfere with 
the property when it had been adjudged by the Ma~istrato not 
to be within his jurisdiction. 

51. Sotne time after the passing of the Act·IV decision, the 
Assistant Magistrate of Sylhet revived the case of assault on the 
petition of Mr. Cattell, and issued a summons for the appearance 
of Sona Khasia, thlit complainant in the case above noted, and the 
burkundaz of the Cherra court. who was deputed to apprehend 
the defendants named by him. In reviving this case, tho real 
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question regarding the possession of land having been settled, 
the A~sil>tant Magistrate acted, I think, injudiciously, as it could 
only tend to aggrl~vate the bad feeling existing between the 
parties. Colonel Lister declined to enforce the service of the' 
summoD'3, urging that the bUl'kundaz was only executing the 
lawful orders of his conrt, and asserting that the land in dispute 
belonged to his jurisdiction and net to Sylhet. The matter 
was tlu:m refer:ed to the Sudder Court, and it was finally deter
mined that th3 Commissioner of the Dacca Division should pro
ceed to the spot and settle the boundary between the Khasi and 
Sylhet districts. But to proceed with the sequence of events. 
Then Sona Khasia on the palt of lIr. Inglis complained on the 
20th of October 1851 that Messrs. Duncan and Gibson had cnt 
down some of his trees and clumps of bamboos, and had built 
some houses on the north bank of Choon Cherra. lieutenant 
Cave at once treated the case as one of wanton destruction of 
Sona Khasia's property, and without first issuing a summons, sent 
a party of poiice, consisting of the thana mohurrir~ three burkun
dazes, and four Khasia sepoys, to arrest Mr. Cattell. l\fr. Cattell 
was a Brith.h subject. Lieutenant Cave was not then vested with 
the powers of a Magistrate, and in my humble opinion had no 
jurisdiction over him; but to issue a warrant on a. charge of this 
description on the complaint of a native, cognizant as he was of 
the enmity between the parties, evinced, I think# a. lamentable 
want of judgment. This was followed by a complaint on the 
part of Ukiam Khasia, a servant of S~na Khasia, who stated that 
on the 4th of November 1851 a party of Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson's people crossed the river and severely assaulted him. 

52. Messrs. Duncan and Gibson then complained to tlle Magis
trate of Sylhet of the illegal arrest of their servants by the Cherra 
authorities, and the dispossession of the lands decreed to them, ill 
'Violation of the provisions of section 7, Act IV of 1840, when lIr. 
Larkins was deputed by the ':Magistrate of Sylhet to enquire on 
the spot into the truth of the complainant's allegation. While 
engaged in this enquiry, an asStlult was, it is stated, committed 
on Mr. Cattell by .Mr. Ingli~' people within a short distance of 
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the place where Mr. Larkins, }fr. Gibson, and l\Ir. Duncan were 
sLanding. Mr. Larkins held a summary enquiry into the case, 
and reported his proceedings to the Magistrate. In the mean
time the persons accused of assaulting Mr. Cattell, viz., Goluck
nath and Sheebchurn, had forwarded their account of the trans
action to their master, who through his muktiar preferred a 
complaint before Lieutenant Cave, charging l\Iessrs. Duncan 
Gibson, and Cattell and others, in all about 100 persons, with 
assaulting and attempting to murder his servants above named by 
drowning, and carrying off the property they had in their boat, 
aJ.ded and abetted by Mr. Larkins, who, it is alleged, unjustly 
pharged the aggrieved with assaulting Mr. Cattell and Sooklall 
Sing, and put them on their trial, directing the darogah at the 

. same time to falsify their statements. Lieutenant Cave called 
on the Magistrate of Sylhet to forward the two individuals to his 
court. l1e replied that they were under trial, and the matter, as 
far as the Cherra court was concerned, for the present dropped . . 

53. The trial proceeded in the Sylhet court, and on the evi
dence of Mr. Cattell, Messrs. Duncan and Gibson and others, 
Golucknath and Sheebchurn were. found guilty of upsetting the 
boat in which Mr. Cattell and Sooklal Sing were, and pushing 
the latter overboard, and were sentenced to pay a fine of Re. 50 
each, and on failure of payment to two months' simple imprison
ment. The court rejected their defence, which was a repetition 
of the complaint made to Lieutenant Cave, and tho evidence 
adduced in support of it as unworthy of credit. On a'ppeal to the 
Sessions Judge, this order was upheld. The defendants then made 
a special appeal to the Sudder Court. The court (present l\Ir. 
Colvin) called on the Sessions Judge to state the precise crime of 
which he convicted the prisoners. He replied that he convicted 
them of assaulting the complainants and wilfully upsetting their 
boat, but the court held that the terms -of the conviction did not 
s~stain tM3 finding, and quashed the proceedings. 

54. I may here mention that to stOll further disputes and colli .. 
jlion between the courts of Cherra and Sylhet, Colonel Lister au4 
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the Sessions Judge 3n~eed to make the stream the boundary, pend
ing the decision of the Commissioner, and directed their police 
respectively to observe this arrangeme:p.t. TheAgent also directed 
his assistant to stay proceedings in the case pending before him. 

55. The Commissioner decided that the boundary laid down in 
Captain 'Ihuillier's survey map was the true boundary, and that 
the lands in dispute belonged to the jurisdiction of the Khasi 
Hills. The Government, by their orders of the 19th of Novem
ber 1852, confirmed this decision, but directed the Cherra author
ities to maintain existing arrangements as far as possible. Here 
the disputes should have ceased and determined. But Mr. Inglis 
was not satisfied, and moved the court, through the complainants, 
to revive tho ca~es which had been held in abeyance. On the 1st 
of January 1853, Lieutenant Cave, with the sanction of the 
Agent, took up the cases of Sona Khasia and Ukiam Khasia, and 
on the petition of Sheebchurn and Golucknath took down their 
depositions and issued warrants for the arrest of some defendants 
and summonses for the appearance of others. Mr. Gibson and 
Mr. Cattell fled the country; Mr. Duncan, it appears, had before 
left it, but their servants were arrested and punished as stated 
below. 

Sona Khasia's casc.-The defendants stated that the land 
from which the trees were cut belonged to their master. Lieu
tenant Cave had, it is true, recorded his opinion that the stream 
was the boundary of the two districts, and that the lands lyin~ to 
the north of the stream, which are the lands from which the trees 
were cut, appertained to the Khasi Hills, but Messrs. Duncan 
and Gibson claimed the lands in question as belonging to the 
Sy1het district; and Mr. Larkins had, after visiting the spot, given 
it as his opinion that they formed a Government Mas makal, 
paying revenue to the Collector of Sylhet. Lieutenant Cave has 
proceeded against Mr. Cattell in this case, under sections 29 and 
30, Act XXXI of 1838, but without reference to the statement of 
Mr. Larkins, and the defence set up by lIr Duncan and lIr. 
Gibson that the property was theirs, he convicted the defendants, 

G 
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who merely obeyed the orders of their master, of wantonly de
stroying Sona's property, and sentenced them to two months' im
prisomp.ent. There was no proof that the trees were unlawfully 
and maliciously cut down. It was a case of disputed property, and 
the criminal charge'should, in my humble judgment, have been 
dismissed, and the complainant been referred for his remedy to an 
action for damages. 

Ukiam Khasia's case.-The witnesses deposed to the servants 
of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson cominq across the river, and 
assaulting the prosecutor and striking him two blows with a 
stick. The evidence appeared to me of very doubtful credibility. 
The record did not show that the prosecutor suffered any severe 
injury, and certainly there appeared nothing in the case to justify 
the severe sentence of three months' imprisonment passed on the 
two defendants, who appeared to answer the charge. 

56. The case of Golucknath and Sheebchurn is a most extra
ordinary one, and I deemed it my duty to set the case in detail 
before Lieutenant Cave, and call for such explanation as he 

Appendix E. 
had to offer on his conduct. Appendix E con
tains a copy of my letters, dated the 30th 

August last, and of Lieutenant Cave's replies. 

57. The explanation he has offered on each of the points noted 
by me is most unsatisfactory. I consider that Lieutenant Cave 
was in no way justified in acting on the complaint. It had been 
disposed of by a competent court, and even if in his unacquaint. 
ance with the practice of the courts he had doubts on tho subject, 
which it appears he entertained, common sense should have 
,prompted him to refer the matter for the orders of his superiors. 
Then his supposing that the order of the Sudder Court quashing 
the .proceedings on a. mere technical ground was tantamount to 
an acquittal, shows an unexcusable ignorance of official fOnDS 

and law. The attachment of the personal property of a European 
for disobeying til ,summons is illegal under rmy circumstances. 
Lieutenant Cave states that it is the custom of the Cherra court 
to treat European British subjects as other people. I can only 
r;ar. it is fortunate for him that he has not had to pay the :penaltl 
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of this ignorance in an action before the supreme court. He does 
not deny that Messrs. Duncan and Gibson were the accredited 
agents of the local company, bu't seeks to justify his a.ttachment of 
5,000 ma~nds of coal beloIlooing to the company, on the ground 
that lIr. Gibson had stated in conversation that 1;I.e had a share ;in 
the company. Not only was an acknowledgment in this shape 
inadmissible, but even if admissible, it obvioul!ly would,not 
warrant his attaching the joint property of sev~ral sharer~ ior the 
personal acts of one of the body. 

58. The most staggering feature, however, in the case is that 
Lieutenant Cave should have passed a severe sentence of three 

months' imprisonment- on the unfortunate 
• Not6.-Witb hard servant of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson witho~t 

labour. ' 
weighing the evidence brought forward in the 

8y Thet conrt, without considering the judgment of Messrs. Buckle 
and Skipwith, and the official report of Mr. Larkins~ and without 
adverting to the glaring improbabilities of the charge. To sup
pose that 100 armed men headed by three Europeans, and in the 
presence of the Assistant Magistrate, would attack and severely 
assault Mr. Inglis' muktiars, and endeavour to drown them by 
holding their heads under the water, shows a degree of credulity 

Aypendill F. 
as almost to exceed belief, and yet he must 
have believed these facts to justify the sen

tence passed by him. A translation of .his very meagre judg
ment in the case is herewith forwarded. 

59. Mr. Sweetland alludes to some -other cases,-that of the 
Bylhet thana jemadar, Mahomed Asruff, who was deputed by the 
Magistrate of Sylhet to preserve the peace at Choon Cherra, 
deserves notice. He gave evidence in favour of Mr. Cattell, 
against Golucknath and Bheebchurn. In July 1852 he was 
accused by Rutten Singh, an adherent of Mr. H. Inglis, of coming 
ttcross the stream with 20 or 30 servants of Messrs. Duncan' and 
Gibson, and carrying off limestones from the north bank of the 
river and assaulting the complainant. The jemadar was summoned 
at Cherra;and ordered to find security for his attendance at court. 
Untlhle to furnish security, a 4ifficult matter for a stranger to do 
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at a place like Cherra, he was put in jail until his witnesses arrived , 
and was then sentenced to pay a. fine of Rs. 21. The confinement 
of a police' officer on so trivial a charge for failing to give security 
was a harsh measure. The evidence of the prosecutors and the 
witnesses was not, I thought, satisfactory, and I observe that Lieu
tenant Cave took no notice of the statement of Mr. Larkins, which 
was with the record, that he did not saa any limestones on the 
north bank of the river. -

60. I think it unnecessary to dwell.on the civil cases men
tioned by Mr. Sweetland, as enough has, I think, been shown to 
satisfy His Lordship that Lieutenant Cave'has, in the proceedings 
alrl1ady commented on, committed grave irregularities and betray
ed an extreme infirmity of judgment. He is l) well-inten
tioned honourable young man, and I cannot believe, much as 1 
disapproved of many of his acts, that he has, as alleged by lIr. 
Sweetland, identified himself with Mr. Inglis and been guilty of 
systematic wrong. He was quite ignorant of judicial duties when 
appointed assistant; he was placed in a most awkward position i 
-his official.superior was his commanding officer, and the father
in-law of Mr. Inglis, Mr. Gibson's rival in the trade. Party 
spirit arising out of the disputes between them had torn society 
into cliques. Lieutenant Cave had espoused warmly Mr. Inglis' 
cause, and under such influences his excessive credulity has led 
him to put entire confidence in the truth of lIr. Inglis' com
plaints and unconsciously to do injustic~. 

61. 'Mr. Inglis has the absolute control of the trade in the 
Cherra and J aintia Hills, and through his connection with 
Colonel Lister, his long residence at Cherra, and the extent of his 
dealings, has acquired unbounded influence in the country, and 1 
am constrained to add that the Cherra courts have lost the entire 
confluence of the people. The state of feeling amongst the 
natives is such that no one would dare to bring an action or 
give evidence against Mr. Inglis. Every person I have converse(l 
with spoke in this strain, and the proceedings of the court. 
certainly strengthen the impression. Colonel Lister is an officer 
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of high sense of honour, but he would naturally have a bias in 
favour of his son-in-law, and the fact of so intimate a relationship 
subsisting between them i!1l quite sufficient to deter a native _from 
seeking redress t1t his hands. I may observe that not one of the 
defendants who were senten<;ed. in the cases above anim.'\dverted 
upon took the chance even of preferring an appeal to Colonel 
~Lister against Lieutenant Cave's decision, which I can only 
attribute to native timidity. 

62. No disputes at present happily exist, for Mr. Inglis has 
now no rival; but from his proneness to litigation and from the 
extent of his dealings, they may at any time recur, and whether 
they recur or not, the character of our tribunals for the impar
tial dispensation of justice must be upheld, and the interference 
of Government is, 1 think, callerI for. As toe- time'is not far di"8-
tant when Colonel Lister will obtain promotion, ,1 would suggest 
that opportunity be taken to place tbe Cherra courts in regard to 
appeals in all civil and criminal matters under the control 6f the 
Civil and SessionS Judge of SYlhet. 

63. The Agent to the OQvernment should be vested wit;h the 
full powers of a Magistrate in the ;Khasi and. J' aintia. Hills, and 
shoulcJ. manage our relations with t4e Khasia chieftains. He 
might or might not be placed in the command of the corps, but 
he should be an officer of experience and judgment, and it 
sbould be m.ade a; Bi'1le qua ,non condition of his holding the 
'civil appointment that he should make hin1self conversant with 
the Khasi:i language. 'The business' of-the courHslnbw conduet
'ed through the agen~y of an' mtetpreter,.whibh ~s, a mOst objeO'o 
tionable system, and the language of the coUrt is Benga.li. As 
lJengali is a. language ,quite foreign to the people, and the langu
.age of the Khasias is not a. wriften lii:ng'ua;ge~ ft w6t1ld be 'dksir
aWe, t think, to have fhe' procM~ngs re~rded in English, 'by 
,which ineans the business. will be mai'd ex~ditiously and satisfao
torily conduoted.. 

64. There is-no Government schoorin tne Cheira or iaintia 
,Hills; but endeavoUfS have been uuide, tirid n6t wfl.hout some 

u 
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uccess, by- the missionaries to enlighten the tribes. 'Ihe lleyd. 
Mr. Lewis has now three schools, and every person in the hills 
bears testimony to the steudy, persevering, and unostentatious 
efforts which he is ,making to dispel the darkness and super
stition of the people. Though he has received no encouragement 
from the' authorities, he has done much good in his calling. lIe 
has formed a gramma.r in the Roman character; he has fixed t1 e 
orthography of the languagti; he has translated portions of the 
,Scripture and other useful books, and is now engaged in trans

AppendixG. 
lating the' New Testament. Tho accom
panying letter from him shows the numb~r 

of schools whic!J. are now established and the number of pupils 
and converts, and explains the difficulty he has to oontend with. 
The Khasias are with.out the invidious du-tinction of caste and 
without, I may say, religion, and it appears to me that Govern
ment should give an impulse to the well sustained exertions of 
,missiona.ries by establishing a vernacular school. This measure 
will show the people that Government is not indifferent to the 
diffusion of education _amongst them. Encouragement would also 
'be unobjectionably rendered to the spread of knowledge were the 
Agent directed to confer the police appointment! in his gift on 
educated in preference to uneducated Khasias if equally qualified 
to fill them. 

65. The paved road across the hills is in excellent order. 
'lhere is considerable traffic carried on between Assam and Sylhet 
by means of it, but the suspension bridge which was carried away 
in 1851 has not yet been erected~ though its reconstruction has 
,been long sanctioned. 

66. The Oherra Poonjee jail contained, when I visited it, 45 
3,1, on tho roads. prisoners employed in the manner noted in 

2 maklllg baHkels. the IUlugin. The cost of a working prisoner 
2 mehter$. 
1 boqpitlll dressel. for a month of 30 days is Re.1-9-0 and that of 
1 Sick In hospital. 1 66Th 
4, under examination. a non-working prisoner Be. - - . e 
1 8~~~!~~~ ~o w~~~r:~t accommodation is good and the food is ample. 

labour. -'The medeal officer suggests an alteration in 
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the clothing, viz., that, in addition to the blanket they at present 
receive, they may be allowed a dress composed of a pair of pyja
mahs and a loosely-fitting jacket with sleeves made of common 
country blanket. The suggestion is a judicious one, and should 
be adopted. 

67. The jail establishment, with reference to the number of 
prisoners, is disproportionately large. It consi~ts of 3 duffadars, 

Appendix B. 25 burkundazea, and two convict duffadars, 
and admits of reduction. The statement of 

increase and decrease of establishment shows a reduction in the 
expense within the last ten years of Rs. 312-1-0. 

68. Four of the Rajas only waited on me. The only com
plaint I received from them was one from the Raja of Cherra 
Poonjee, complaining that the Political Agent did not, according 
to treaty, decide cases where the ryots of the Rajas and ours 
clashed, or the ryots of other chiefs and the Cherra people clashed 
in the presence of the Raja or his representative. Colonel 
Lister stated that he invariably decided these cases with the aid 
of a punchayet, in which are included some of the most respect
able men of Cherra, and always in the presence of the 
Raja's muktiar, and this seems to me to be the spirit of the 
engagement entered into with the Raja by Mr. Scott . .. 

69. In conclusion, I would beg to draw attention to the bad 
condition of the monument which was erected by Government 
to the memory of the late Mr. Scott. The inscription quoted 
below shows the high estimation in which that distinguished 
officer was held by' Government. I would suggest that the 
monument be brought on the books of tbe Executive Department, 
-and be put and kept in proper repair. The marble slab is 
cracked, the inscription partly defaced, and the p1 astering is 
entirely gone: 

In memory-
Of David Scott, Agent to the Governor General of the North-Eastern 

Frontier of Bengal and Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit in the district 
of Assam, North-Eastern Fart of Rungpur, Sherpur and Sylhet, died 20th 
August 1831, ugtld 45 yeats and 3 months. 
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This monllmaut is erP.Cted by order of the Supreme Governm~nt as a pub
lic and lasting recorJ. of iw consideration for the personal character (If the 
deceased, and of its estimation of the eminent servic'!8 rendered by him in lh, 
admini.;tration of the extensive tenitory committed to his charga. By hi. 
dllmis3 th~ Government h18 be~n deprived of a most zealou~. able, and inkl
ligent Sdrvant, whoae lo~s it deeply lamented. while his name will long be held 
in grat:JfUl remembrance and venera.tion by the native population, to whom 
he was justly endearA by his impartial disp~nsltion of justice, his kind and 
conciliatory manners, and his constant and unwearied endeavour. to promote 
their happine.os and welfare. 

CALCUTTA, A. J.1I. MILLS, 

The ~7th September 1853. O./fp. Judge, Budder Court. 
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APPENDIXA. 

Dated Cherra Poonjee, the 24th August 1853. 

From-Dr. J. W. FLETCHER, Jo.ll.C 8., Assisl:d.nt ~urgel)n, Sylhet Ught 
Infantry Battalion, and in :M(!wcal charge of the Jail and Civil 
Station of Cherm Poonjee, 

To-A. J. M. MILLS, Esq., C.8., Offg. Judge of the Sudder Court. 

-In compliance with instructions received from the Medical 
Board, I have the honour to report, for your information, that the 
climate of this station I consider beneficial to health in a high 
degree; that the prisoners in jail arp. healthy, though they 
are perhaps less so than the natives generally at this place, on 
account of the disslpated lives a great many of them have pre
viously led, m( 8t of them being Khasias, who are in the habit 
of drinking lar~e quantities of native spirit and of eating dried. 
fish in a partdll state of decomposition. The usual number of 
prisoners in jail is about 60, and out of these generally two 
or three deaths occur during the year. Last year the mortality 
was greater, but this is to be accounted for in the following 
manner :- In October last about 20 pril'loners were placed in 
jail, who all came from a village named Ralliang, around which 
are very UIl.l1ealthy valleys -and warshes wherein the men had 
'Souglit refu6'e to escape capture. Consequently, on their arrival 
here, nearly the whole party 'were suffering from dysentery, some 
in' a seveIO form.. Most of the cases -improved under medical 
treatment at first, but as relapses occurred, several died in conse
quence of their constitutions (being previously much impaired 
by dissipation and. an irregular mode of living) giving way before 
so formidable & disease. That this increased mortality was in no 
way attributable to the climate of this station is distinctly proved 
by the fact that during the !;ame year there was not a single 
death in the hospital ot the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion at 
this station. Indeed, during the last year and a. half there have 
been only three dea.ths in the 'Military Hospital, two from small
pox and one from dysentery contracted in the plains, neither of 
which could be 'attributed in a.ny way to the c1imat~ of Cherra ; 

I 
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and the only severe cases I have had to treat amongst the 
sopoys have occurred in men who had just been on duty either 
at Cachar or some other outp:)st in the plains, and returnec1 to this 
station suffering from disease at the time of their arrival. 

As I consider the prisoners in jail amply provided for aU 
purposes of health 1rith food and accommodation, the only 
suggestion for theil: improvement which I beg respecduUy to 
offer is rela'ive to their clothing, which 1 do not consider quite 
applicable for this cold and (for part of the year) damp climate. 
~'he alteration I propose is the following, thai all the prisoners 
(or, if not ail, those who are predisposed to rheumatism or dysen
tery, and who could be pointed out. by the Civil Surgeon) may 
be allowed from the 1st of June to the 1st of Much, in addition 
to the blanket they at present receive, a dress composed of woollen 
materials, such as common country blanket, and consisdng of 
a pair of pyjamas and a loO&ely-fitting jacket with sleeves, 
instead of the present poor protection of red cloth ot Ahdrwa. 

As regards the health of the natives in the district, the prin
cipal causes of mortality amongst them are periodical visitations 
-urst of cholera in viUages near the plains; and, secondly, of 
small-pox in all the villages indiscriminately in these hills. To 
prevent or at least modify the ~econd cause. I beg respectfully 
to offer two suggestions,-firstly that means be taken by Govern
ment to eff~ctuaUy prennt the practice of inoculation of small
pox lymph, which is occasionally carried to a great extent by 
n.atives who come up from the plains for the purpose. }~rom t.his 
cause last year small-pox raged fearfully in this lleighbourhood. 
and many deaths occurred amongst the people inoculated. also 
amongst_ those who caught small-pox from them. Secondly. that 
two or three native vaccinators be allowed by Government and 
placed under the Civil Surgeon f-or the purpose of proceeding to 
the different surrounding villages to vaccinate the natives. Men 
who could speak the Khasia. language would be best for the pur
'Pose; so that they could more readily make the..nsel ves understood. 
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The Khasias' have not that great objection to vaccination 
which natives of the plains have, at least if I may judge from 
last year, during which between three and four hundred came t~ 
my house at dUferent times, soliciting to be vacciWltt:d, which 
of course I acceded to. 

In conclusion, I beg to offer a few remarks on the climate of 
this place. 

The station of Cherra l'oonjee is situated. on an elevation of 
4,~00 feet above the level of the sea, and in consequence of the 
rocky nature of the surface, it is very free from surrounding 
jungle and hence from malaria also. The temperature through
out the year varies remarkably little, the thermometer seldom in 
the hottest weather rising as high as 80 deg. in an open verandah. 
The highest I have seen it was 83 deg., whilst the lowest temper
ature registered last January at sunrise in an open verandah was 
43 deg. This variation of only 4~ deg. between the extremes of the 
hottest and coldest seasons of the year is remarkably small. 
From these circumstances and from the absence of malaria, I 
consider this climate extremely beneficial to health. 

During four months in the year a great quantity of rain falls 
at Cherra; on an average about :five hundred inches in the twelve 
months. Nevertheless I do not consider that it l'.-ins here for a 
greater space of time, if so great, during the year, as it does at 
other hill stations. The two I allude to are Mussoorie and Darjeel
ing, with both of which I am well acquainted. When rain falls 
here it usually comes down in great quantities (as much as 24 
inches sometimes fall in 241 hours) j but in consequence of the hard 
and sloping nature of the surface, the station is perfectly dry an hour 
or two after the rain has ceased: also the rain falls here princi
pally in the night, asa proof of which I may mention that up to 
the present date (24th August) 348 inches 80 cents. of rain have 
fallen this year; of this quantity 275 inches and 95 cents haVQ 

fallen during the night between the hours of 6 P.M:. and A.M:. 

and the remainder, viz., 72 inches and 85 cents. only, has fall.en 
during the day between the hours o~ 8 A.M:, and 6 P.ll. 
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Also Charra is very much more free from being constantly 
.enveloped in clouds and mist than the hill stations above alluded 
to generally are d~ril'}g the rainy season. From this circumstance, 
and from the good coal fires kept here, a well-built house with a 
good tha.tch is much drier than houses in the plains of Dengal 
are during the rainy season, as a proof of which, paper which 
was placed. on a room four years since looks now nearly Soa good 

-as new. 
'/ 

From the above remarks I need hardly say that I have a high 
opinion of the climate of these hills; and should a sanitarium for 
European troops be required by Government in this part of India, 
I think a site may be chosen either at Cherra or farther in the 
interior, highly calculated to render the experiment successfu1. 

The a.ltitude in my opinion of these hills is quite sufficient for 
all purposes of health. It ranges from 4,200 to 5,900 feet. Indeed, 
in some caRes of disease, I have seen injurious effects from the 
highly rarified state of the atmosphere which exists at the altitude 
of Landour and Darjeeling, both of which convalescent depOts 
are, I believe, above 7,000 feet. Besides which, in the winter the 
cold at 'so great a height is frequently too severe for invalids . 

• 
In answer, to this opinion it may be said that this place has 

ali-eady been iried as a sanitarium for Europeans; but upon 
inquiry I find that the trial made could not have been otherwise 
than a failure ; for the men were crowded together in buildings 
that were partially underground, and the portion that was above 
'ground had only a single wall for protection, without any verandah. 
Con~~quently a residence in such damp and crowded buildings 
tended,· I 'Conclude, -rather to create disease than remove it. 
For fuHher remarks on this subject I beg to refer to pages 244 
to 2OS-of 'a report on 'the Eastern Frontier of India. by Captain 
Boileau Pemberton, in'which the advantages of tnese hills as a. 

. sanitarium are sp\lken -of, a.nd the relative advantages and 
, disadvantages of ChelTa and other localities in these hills are also 
fully entered into. 
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APPENDIX 13. v 

No. 57, dated Cherra Poonjee, the 1st July lR53. 

;From-Lieutenant-Colonel F. O. LISTER, Political Agent of the 
Khasi Hills,· 

To -A. 1. M. MILLS, Esq., Offg. Judge, Sudder Court, on deputation. 

In compliance with the orders contained in your letter under 
date the 16th April last, I have the honor to submit the report 
called for. It seems, however, advisable in preparing the return 
regarding the "statistical resources of the district" to enter into 
a. brief history of the Political Agency, and thereby show the 
Government relations with the country. 

The jurisdiction of the Agency extends over the Kkasi and 
Jaintia Hills. 

The Khasi Rills are divided into several petty states of 
different degrees of power and extent, and came generally under 
Government control in consequence of the massacre in April 1829 
of two British officers and .some fifty or sixty native subjects at 
Nungklow (Nongkhlao), who were residing there under the terms 
of a treaty made by )fr. Scott with the ;Khasia chiefs some 
eighteen months previollsl1' 

To avenge this atrocity military expeditions were made 
ngainst the perpetrators themselves ~nd those affording them 
protection and assistance. ~nd during this warfare the Khasias 
made two serious inoursions into the British territories in the 
plains of Assam and Sylhet. 

At the expiration of about four years the British power had 
been .sufficiently felt, and the disaffected. chiefs gave in their 
adhesion to the Government. Engagements and treaties wer~ 
entered.into, and certain conditions ~nd fines imposed a.ccording to 
their different degrees of guilt, and with reference to their means 
of paying them. Their territories were then restored to· them 
with the general jurisdiction of the same, subject to such control 
as the Government might determine. 
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For this supervision the Agency was established in February 
1835. The powers with which the officers were invested will be 
hereafter noticed. The general instructions given were thlt in 
those few villages whioh have become ours by right of conquest 
and form the jurisdiction of the Agency as little interference 
as possible should be exercised. Those villages which retained 
their independence, and which have been restored to their former 
chiefs, are only to be interfered with politically. 

Shortly after the establishment of the Agency its jurisdiction 
was extended by the annexation of the Rill Territory or Jaintia 
Hills belonging to the Jaintia Raja, whose plain lands were 
attached to tho districts of Assam and 6ylhet in consequence of 
the part he had taken in the abduction of native British subjects 
for the purpose of human sacrifice and who declinl'd to retain 
this hill country. 

Thus, the whole of the Jaintia Rills and a small part of the 
Khasi Hills are subject to the sole jurisdiction of our courts. 

The Khasi and Jaintia Hills are situated between 91° and 
92° east longitude and 25° and 26° north latitude, bounded on 
north by the valley of Assam; south by zillah Sylhet i cast by 
upper Cachar; wei,t by the Garo Hills. 

The area is about 3,500 square miles, and the population is 
estimated between 118,000 and 119,000 according. to the census 
taken in 1846, since when there is reason to suppose that· the 
popUlation has rather decre~sed than otherwise, owing to deaths 
from cholera. and small-pox. The latter -disease is in general in
troduced into these hills by Bengali Kabirajes from the plains, 
who propagate it by inoculation, and there exists no regulation 
to prevent· them. 

The Government derives no revenue from the country. 

The following is a. statement of the annual receipts at the 
Agency on ,account of Government: 

1st. Sale of the opium and ganja license. Average lor last 
three years-Company's Rs. 135-4-9. 
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2nd. Ground rent of the building lots in the station of 
Cherra Poonjee-Company's Rs. 94. 

3rd. Rent of Lakadong Coal Mines. Average for last two 
years-Company's Rs. 205. 

4th. Sale of tribute goats. Average for last three years
Company's Rs. 34-3-8. This tribute, one he-goat for each 
village, was given by the chiefs to the Jaintia Raja as 
a token of submission, and the practice has been continued 
to us. 

lSth. Judicial fines from the villages of Sobar (Sohbar), 
Mamloo (Maomlu), and Rumrye (Rambrai). 

From the first, Company's Rs. 300 per annum, imposed by 
the late Mr. Cracroft for the murder of two travellers on the road 
up. from Thariah (Theria) to Cherra. This village possesses in its 
limestone quarries, orange gardens, and betel-nut groves ample 
means for meeting this tax. 

The second, Mamloo (Maomlu), was fined at the rate of one 
rupee each house, total Company's Rs. 55, in consequence of its 
inhabitants having sheltered and effected the escape of two 
outlaws during the disturbances. This village has by no means 
the wealth of the preceding one. Thirdly, the Rumrye (Rambrai) 
villages were concerned in the inroad into Assam before alluded 
to. They were fined Company's RSj 4,000, but their plain lands 
having been' confiscated, their means were diminislied in 
proportion. They pay this fine by instalments of Rs. 100 per 
annum. 

Certain pottahs were given by the Collector of SyIbet under the 
supposition that the land belonged to his district, and the said 
land proving to be in the J aintia Hills, these pottahs have been 
ordered by Government to be transferred to this office so recently 
that no rent is due. The number of pottahs is ten; the annual 
amount, Company's Rs. 350-2-0. 

AJa...)t on]andisunknowu IlmongsttheKhasias. Ther~venues 
70£ the Khasia chiefs are derived from judicial fines and tolls 

evied on all goods in the markets of their villages. These tolls 
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vary in amount according to the situation of the vi1la~cs and are 
either paid in money or in kind.' The tolls are levied. ~er load 
or according to the articles: One pice each man' 8 load, and three 
dumrees each woman's load, seem to be the maximum and half , , 
the same the minimum rate. A handful of rice from the two 
baskets or lJanghyload, a. pice per rupee's worth of com, and i 
dumree per pice worth of betel-nut, are about the extent of the 
tax on articles brought to market. 

~s entirely the-prop~l_ of ,the Khasias, and is held. 
L either by in~ividuals o~m~. Estates are attached to certain 
offices amongst them. The sale of land is common. The Btation 
of Cherra Poonjee is the only land khas to the Government. It 
was exchanged by the Cherra Raja for an equal quantity in 
the plains, 

The soil varies considerably according to the elevation and 
situation. Over the greatest part of the table land it so Blightly 
covers the rocks as to be almost useless for agricultural purposes. 
In the small valleys it is generally of good quality, and on the 
slopes, where it lies thicker, it is suitable for a large variety of 
horticultural and agricultural products. 

The difficulties of carriage and tillage, with the uncertainty 
lof ripening from the violence of the rains and the denseness of 
the clouds, are s~rious obsta~les to both improvement and extP.n-

Gion Qf any cultivation. . 

Of horticultural produce, oranges take the lead. The planta
tions are situated at the foot of the southern face of the hills, 
and reach to an elevation pf about 1,000 or 1,200 feet. 

The export is abo".lt 400 or 500 lakhs a year, and is still in
creasing, the supply never being equal to the demand. The 
market is certain and the property about the best in the hills. 

Potatoes are next in valu~. They are cultivated on the table 
land and on the slopes; the latter is an improved method of 
cultivation. The jungle is burnt and the ground manured with 

-thec1iarcoa~ which recent ~xperiments in England have. proved 
best suited to the potato. This crop would prove a. certam profit 
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to the Khasias, if they merely supplied their own markets i but 
their gambling character induces them frequently to take their 
crop to Calcutta. in the hope of alarga return,. and frequently 
to their complete ruin. The risk is in the early or late state 
of the crops in those parts from whence Calcutta. is supplied 
at a cheaper rate than can be done by the Khasias. 

The amount cultivated annually is estimated at 30,000 maunds. 
\ 

There has been a slight increase in the cultivation. since the 
decline in the coal trade. 

Cotton is grown on the low hills on the northern side of the 
ranger It is of indifferent quality; annual quantity about 9,000 
or 10,000 maunds. A coarse cinnamon is grown in: the same 
locality in very small quantities. 

Tezpat, betel-nut, pan, and spices are also exported in 
considerable quantities. ' 

Rice of a good quality is grown towards the north and 
throughout the centre of the hills; but, even. with a few other 
poor descriptions of grain, is not sufficient for the support Qf the 
people. 

Of natural productions, the Khasias possess lfutestone, coal 
and iron. 

The first and most valuable is found at intervals along the whole 
southern face of the hills, chiefly towards the bottom. Narrow 
streams navigable with canoes during the rains facilitate 
carnage. From 15 to 20 lakhs of maunds is quarncd annually. 

Coal is next in importance; but the difficulty and expense of 
carnage prevent its being of much commercial ~mportance, as 
it cannot in Calcutta compete in price with English or Burdwan 
coal. Consequently, the exportation is limited to stations in the 
vicinity .. The only mines of importance are those of Chena and 
Laka9.ong. The first seems to be almost worked out. Of the 
latter a special report has been made to Government by Profes
sor Oldham, Superintendent of Geological Survey, but no copy 
has been furnished to this office. Coal is found on the southern 
side of the hiJ.4!, but generally near or on the summit. It is 
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conveyed to the banks of streams at the bottom of the hills in 
baskets by coolies, and there seems to be no improvement feasible 
except at greater expense than is.at all called for. 

Iron is found in the interior of the Khasia range. It exists in 
small grains, which are obtained by washing the excavated earth. 
The excavating ore, digging canals for water, which from the 
elevation requires to be economized, added in many cases to the 
carriage of the ore to the wooded districts to be smelteJ, renders 
the iron manufacture the most laborio~s trade, notwithstanding 
which it is the poorest paid. Very little is expended in the 
country, the greater part being exported to A.ssam and Sylhet. 
To the former district it is conveyed in the shape of kodali, or 
hoes, to ByThet it is sent in lumps, and is used bY. the boat builders 
lOr clamps. Professor Oldham briefly notices in his report to 
Government the impossibility of increasing the manufacture 
according to European principles. Twenty thousand maunds is 

• considered to be the annual export. No other manufacture is 
carried on by the Khasias. 

The imports of the district comprise rice, salt, tobacco, dried· 
fish, oil, corals, brass and copper utensils, cloths of aU descriptions, 
cattle and goats. 

There is no educational establishment connected with the 
'~:tnm~nt. _The Khasias have no written language. ~ 
fftr'" ;'e learl!.~engali character. A Welsh Presbyterian 
mission has been established near the station, where the language 
is taught in the Roman character; but its success has been 

extremely limited. 
Finally, with respect to the easy transport of commodities 

within the means of Government to aid, much communication 
takes place between Sylhet and Assam by means of the road 
constructed under order of Government across the hills. The 
destruction of a suspension bridge in Jun€' ~851 has impeded tbis 
communication, and its speedy re-erection is most desirable. 

Oivil 'and CriminaZ .Adm£nistration. 
On the establishment of the Agency, in 1835, Captain Lister, 

the present incumbent, and ::Mr. H. Inglis, were appointed 
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Political Agent and Assistant. The powers given to the first 
were to fine to the extent of Rs. 500, and imprison for two years 
as :Magistrate. In cases of graver character, with the aid 'of ~ '} 
punch~t, fine Rs. 500, and imprison for five years. In cases 
req uiring a still higher degree of punishment proceedings to be 
referred to the Nizamut Adawlut. The powers of the latter 
were to fine to the extent or Company's Rs. 200 and imprison 
for one year. These powers have been increased to those 
of a Magistrate. Mr. H. Inglis resigned in 1850, and Lieutenant 
Cave, the present incumbent, was appointed. 

According to the spirit of Government instructions before 
noticed, and the Assam rules, arbitration is as much as possible 
resorted to, and little interference exercised with the people. 

The Cherra Raja has the sole civil and criminal jurisdiction 
of his country decreed to him by treaty; but all cases between 
his subjects and ours or those Qf imy other state are investigated 
in our court. 

The Khyrim Raja and those noted in the margin have the 
Uajae of Lungree same control over their subjects, as no treaty 

(L~ngrin), Nu.U'lg (Nong- has ever been entered into with them; but 
atom), and NIl8poong 
(Nollgspullg). it has been the practice to treat them on 
the same term~ as the Cherra Raja. 

In all the other States, besides the above descdption of cases, 
serious crimes are taken cognizance of in our court. 

In the Jaintia Bills dullais (dollois) or headmen are elected 
_by vote in the village, and the election, if confirmed by the 

_OAgent, is for three years. All petty cases of criminal and civil 
nature within their districts are Itaken to these dullais (doUois), 
who investigate them with the aid of the respectable men of the 

" place. 

An appeal lies to the Assistant and from him to the Political 
Agent, as in other cases. 

Objections to taking the case to dullais (dollois) on account of 
family connections, and such like, are admitted, and the Assistant 
takes up the case direct. 
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Abstract statement of all cases instituted in the civil and 

\ .. l;ot printed. criminal courts of Cherra. fot the past three 
years, viz., 1850, 1851 and 1852, is herewith. 

submitted, as are also copies of the files ~ot those rears, showing 
in what way each case was disposed of. 

Police. 

There is only one thana for the whole of the police duties of 
these hills, the establishment of which was defined and 'regulated 
before the Jaintia Hila came under British rule. It is, however, 
found sufficient. ' 

The thana is stationed at Cherra. It is composed as noted in 
the margin. The duty of the Bengali pot- _ 
tion consists chiefly in executing warrants 
where Bengalis are concerned, ot where 
Khasias and Bengalis are mixed up. Of the 
Khasia portion, one havildar and six sepays 

1 Mohurrir. 
I) Bengali 61(,1' kurulazes. 
1 Khasia jemadar. 
1 t, havildar. 

20 .. sepoys. 

are always located at Nungklow (NongkhIa.o) for the purpose of 
affording protection to travellers passing to and from Assam. The 
remainder under the jemadar are retained in attendance at 
Cherra with the view of being promp.tly detached when require1 
into the interior after Khasia. delinquents or on atiy other service 
connected with the peace of the country. 

When murders or any other heinous offences occur, the 
headmen of villages, and in the Jaintia Hills the dullais (dollois) 
report the same to the thana here, when the mohurrir with a part 
of his establishment proceeds to the locality and makes the usual 
enqrury. 

The following suggestion I beg to submit for your considera
tion and assistance, viz., that a road which is much needed be 
made from Bordew to join on to the one opposite Pandua (within 
the Sylhet district) leadJ.ng on to Theriah (Thecla) Ghat, 
distance under four miles; also It pucca bridge be erected over the 
Lungteeah nuddee. If these undertakings were effected, they 
would add much to the convenience of the public and tend to 
increase the traffic carried on between Sylhet and Assam. 
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Return 01 [(ha~ia Chief. under the Polilical conll at of Ille Political Agent of 

Na ... '. ~, naja. and 
t-trdanl. 

1 

Sobh~ RllIAh, RKja of 
Cherra. 

HR7ar S\IIgh, Raia of 
Mohleem (l\1ylllelll). 

Carried over 

t!le KJ,081 [frll.. -

I 2 

61 

75 

136\ 

s 

i 
o ... 
.i 
a 
" z 

, I • 

2,060 tn,aOO By treaty, this ehief retains the 

t,840 

3,900 

9,200 

civil and cr~mmal ]uriRdlchon over 
Ill. own su bJeats both UI the hill. 
and BnrrY811e In the plhins; th$ 
latter place given him by the Brit 
Hlh Governll,ent in exchange fo\' 
!J.nda now fOlming the stahon of 
Cl,erra given up to the British 
Gov.:rnment by tbe late Raja. 
Dewan Hngh. SllbJec .. s of the 
Brlti.h Go\'ernment absconding 
and laking shelter in the RaJa'. 
territ rles are to be given up on 
demand. Quarrels. eto, occllrring 
hetween Bengalis and the Raja's 
subjech are settled by tqe Cherra 
,jjulhorihep. 

Bur ManicII', late Raja, ceded and 
gave lip the whole of the cOllntry 
f'.flnerly pOijseued by him, lying 
to the suuth and east of the 
Oomyong river. The remaining 
part the RaJa holds tinder • 
BUDnud from the Hon'ble Com
p.ny. The bu~ines" of the coun
try is conducted by the RaJa 
Dccordmj( to anCient custom, bllt 

_ without the power to put anyone 
iQ death, and ID ca.~e8 of a serioDs 
na.ture this ('Ilief reports anll 
makes over the pa ftles to the 

I 
Cl,erra ~ourl8 BUT Mamck Raja 
also relinqUl,hed all claims to 
the country of Doomurreah in 
Assam, and agreed to pRy a fine 

I 
of Rs. 5,000. Subsequently the 
bne was commuted to construct 
ing .. road from Mooleem (Myl
hem) to Cherra. The above agree-

19,500 I 
ment was the reQll1t of 8 war by 
the RIIJa a~alD8t the I3rililob 
GoverDWtDt. 
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Return of Kllallia ClJief, finder tile Political c01ttTol of 'lie Political Aged of 
tile Klla8i Hill,-contiou_'<l. 

Nameo of RaJsa and 
Illrdarao 

1 

Brought forward 

Jeoour Singb, Raja af 
~uogklow (Nong-
khIao). 

Oosep (U Sep) and Ram 
.hye, Rajas of Maram 
(Maharam). 

Misbnee and tbree others, 
Wadadartl of Ch"lla 
Poonjee (SheIla). 

ling "Janick, Raja of 
Khyrim. 

loonder Sing, Raja of 
Lallgree (Langrin). 

)omeet (U Mit). Raja 
of NOBtin;; (Nongs
tuin). 

Dhur Sing, Raja of 
Nuspoong (Nong-
epung). 

Carried over 

.. -
" ~ 
i 
i" ... 
'l;! ... 
~i 
~= 1<0> 

B 

136 

60 

,; 
.la 

R 
~ 
~ 

0 ... ... 
'l;! 'l;! 

Ii! .. 
9 II 

9 
Z Z 

a • 
3,900 19,500 

1,165 5,825 

-

• 

By treaty gives a rigbt to tbe 
Bntish Government to carr! a 
road through bie country, to 
construct gnard-housel, hunga-
10"'"8, bridgee, undertakes to fur
bis sucb articles a9 oll'R to be bad 
in bis country wben required, to 
arrest aud hand over to 'he Bntish 
authoritiee criminals takiog shelter 
in hi' country. b all cases of a 
serious nature tbie chief reporta 
aud makes over the partie8 to 'he 
Cherra courts. 

44 f 553 2,765 Bold their country under a sonnud 
from the Boo'ble Co:opauy 00 the 
same condition a8 the RaJa of 
Mooleem (Mylliem). 

25 

U8 

11 

51) 

11 

460 

1,587 7,935 By ao agreemeot agree to pay a 
fine of Reo 4,000, 00- dehver cri. 
minals taking sbelter in tbelf 
coontry; not to make war Of 
cause disturbBnce8 With any of 
the RaJB8 on friendly terms with 
the Hon'ble Company, and to 
bring all disputes between them 
aod cbiefson frieodly terms with 
the Britisb Goveroment before 
tbe Cherra authorities for settle
ment. These chiefs repon all 
8eriolls c\ses and make over the 
parties concerned for trial in the 
Cherra coorts. 

4,467 22,335 1 No treaties or agreements have 

(

been entered into with these 
182 910 chieftaio8. Tbey dispose of all 

civil and criminal cues oecomng 
1,111 5,855 amongd tbeir own ryots in their 

respecbve jurisdictions. When 
c1ashlDg With .ubJects of th. 

267 1,335 I Bntish Government or tbose of 
other chiefs. the cases are tbeD 

~ 
taken up lly the Cherra courta 

- J and dispoSed of according w 
13,292 £6,460 their merits. 
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"" 
Return 0/ KAa8i. Chief8 'Under the Political control of tAe Political .A!lene of 

tAe Kha8i Hilla-concluded . 

Name. of 1Ia].. and 
Illrdar .. 

1 

.. 
" . '" il go 
'" 
'a 

Jj 
~== Z .. 

II 

oi 
0 

i 
::: 
.! 
" 0 go 

.Q .. 
~ ~ 

! Ii 
e S 
" " Z Z 

, 
Blought forward 460 18,292 66,460 

Jee~ Sing, Raja of 
Mully. 

Domur Sing (U Mor 
Singh ), Raja of Rum
rve (Rambrai). 

Onphpr, (U Phar), Raja 
of Bhowall (13howul). 

Phan SlOg, Raia of 
Murreow (Malnaw). 

Wan SlDg, Rilla of 
Mowyong (Maoillng) 

Oomur (U Mor) Sing, 
Raja of Mow lee. 

Bor Mon, Lungdoh of 
Syong (Sohlong). 

J umkha, Sitdar of 
Moflung (Maoflang). 

008lDg (U Singh), Sirdar 
of Jerang (Jeerang). 

OOling (U Sin(l:hl,Sirdar 
of Dev.ura (Dwara). 

7 

16 

5 

19 

9 

7 

19 

4 

3 

2 

63 

482 

116 

601 

225 

2R7 

496 

102 

158 

117 

Bona Chand, Sudar of 1 80 
Mamloo (l1aomlo). -

Juhnr Sing, Sirdar of 
Mulung (Maoiong) 

5 155 

815 

2,410 

580 

8,005 

1,125 

1,485 

2,480 -
510 

790 

585 

400 

775 

Remark .. 

& 

) -- - ~- -

1-
- - - -

-- - -

1 
---

--- - ---

-- - -

t 
I These chiefs bave by agreements 

placed tbemseI.es under the 
-i,rofection and subjection of 

the Brihsh Government. Heinous 
offences committed in their 

Jurisdiction a are brought to lh, 
Cherra conrts for adJudrcation. 
Pettr cases are disposed of by 
themselves. ~ _ 

- - --
-, 

- - - -

Bon und five others, 
~lrdars of Sohar 
(Sobbar). 

Mor Singh and ot4ers, 
Slrdars of MooSlnge. 

6 

1 

1,~ J 
510 

204 

102 

Total 564 16,480 

POL].TICAL AGENT'S OFFICB; 

KHA$lA HILLS, 
Tile 2ge4 .AU!lUlt 1858. 

---
82,4(10 

F. G. LISTER, Lieut.-Col., 
Political .Agene. 



REPORT ON THE 

TREATIES WITlI KHASU CHIEFTAINS. 

r Dated the 10th Septemb:r J ~29. ~ . .4- • 
.... .. ,-:1:.' 4.-- bo, 'J 

To-The Hon'ble Company. ./ ,,'tr~" 

WE, Dewan Singh Raja and tKarba~ and others, Khasias 
of Ch~rra Poonjee, having for the protection of our country 
acknowledged our depenctency to the Hon'ble Company, entere(} 
into this deed of agreement to the effect, that we placed our 
territories under the protection of the Company. 

Section L-We, in conjunction with those who reside and 
'~in our territory, shall continue i:o conduct the bus~ness of our 

territories, keeping the ryots contented, h~!~.!2~i!1. ,to_ t~~ f?rU!~r 
r~es !lc.n~.£!l'§~9ms. This country w!ll haye .no concer:n ~!t~. ~y 
of the cO'!!!;!.2LG.~!!?-J!l_~.~t, but should any person who has com
~itted any evil deed come to our country from the territories of 
the Government, we shall, on demand, seize him forthwith and 
send him back. 

Sccti.on IL-Should any dispute arise with the Rajas of 
any other country, and it be considered fit to be in:vestigated, we 
shall accept and submit to..the judgment given by Government, 
and without the consent or IJcrmission of the Government we 
shall not rouse any dispute with the Raja of any other country. 

Section JII.-Should any battle take place with Government 
'~on any hill,· we shall immediately proceed with our troops and 
"render assistance to Government. 

Section IV,-l'Ir. David Scott, Agent to the Governor
General, promises that should you act according to the aforesaid 
conditions, your territories will be protected in the proper manner 
on the pal·t of the Government, and should you have any dispute 
with the Rajas of other countries, the same will be decided, and 
assistance will be given you in every matter. On these terms this 
ek'1'a'1' is executed on both sides. 

(True translation.) 

R. E. TWIDALE. 
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TREATIES WITH KHASI A CBIEFrA1N8. 

To-DA.VID SCOTT, Esq., Agent to the Governor-General. 

I, Dewan Singh, Raja of Cherra Poonjee, enter into this deed 
of agreement to the effect that, whereas some lands have been 
demanded from me by Government for the construction of edifices 
and houses for the residence of SaMbs, accordingly, I, Dewan 
Singh, Raja of Cherra Poonjee, of my own pleasure give the 
lands and execute this ekrar, to the following effect : 

Section L-For the buildings, &c., I have given the lands in 
a place called Purrhean, i.e., N eechka Kooreea, situated to the east 
of Cherra Poonjee, and one side of the Sheutwoody river,- where 
IJamboo stakes have been fixed. by Government. If more lands 
be required, then the lands,to the east thereof shall be given, but 
in lieu of the entire quantity of land given out of·my raj, I must 
get an equal quantity of land contiguous to the Company's gunge 
in Padua (Pundus) within zillah Sylhet. 

Section II.-Having established a Me in mauza Bun-yaile 
in a spot of ground which I purchased in the aforesaid zillah. I 
shall continue, according to the r:ules and usages of my country, 
to carryon the management of the kal, and investigate all affairs 
relating thereto, and the Government will have no concern in the 
investigation thereof; rath~r the Government having excluded. the 
said spot from the said zillah, shall include it as rent-free property 
in Khasia territories. If any person committing any crime should 
take refuge within the aforesaid land belonging to me, he shall 
on demand be apprehended. and sent back. 

Whatever limestones may be produced on the Cherra Poonjee 
hills belonging to me, I shall allow the Government to take grati, 
when required. 

Section JV.-If any disputes arise among Bengalis, it will be 
decided by you; if any disputes arise among the Khasias, I shall 
investigate the s~e. Besides this, if a dispute arise between a 
Bengali and a Khasia, it will be decided in one sitting by me and 

N 
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a gentleman on the part of the Company. On these terms I have 
executed this ekral·, dated 10th September 18~9, or 26th JJhadra 
1236. 

(True translation.) 

R. E. TWIDALE. 

To-The Hon'ble East India Company. 

WE, Shoova Singh Raja. and Beshaye Sirdar and others, Kha
sias, residents of Cherra Poonjee, do execute this de"oo. of agreement 
to the effect that, whereas the locality which Raja Dewan Singh 
gave up in his li£efune to the Hon'ble Company by means of an 
ekrar, which he filed, for the purpose of building edifices for those 
who are sick among the Sahws, is at present insufficient owing to 
many people of the Company having come to that place, we, 
according to the request (lit. permission) of Mr. David Scott. 
Agent to the Governor-General, give up to the Hon'ble Company 
in conformity to the terms of the formerekrar, filed by the Raja. 
all that land which lies to the . south-east of that place, specified 
in the said ekrar, and extending up to Koorong and to the riYer, and 
file this ekrar to the effect that we shall act in conformity to the 
terms contained in the ekrar filed by the Raja. On thes~ terms 
we have e~ecuted this ekrar, dated 19th October 1830, or Karlik 
l237. 

(True translation.) 

R. E. TwIDALE. 

To-The Politica.l Agent at Cherra Poonjee. 

I, Raja. Shoova. Singh, of Cherra poonjee, execute this perpe· 
tuallease to the effect that, whereas coals are excavated and ston~ 
are cut from tl1e hills named Oosharare (U Syder), Oakashan 
(U Ksan) , and Nankram (Nongkrem) included in Cherra Poon .. 
~ee belonging to my, raj, I grant this perpetual lease of 
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TREATIES WITH KHASlA. CHIEFTAINS. 

those places for kalkadar and specify hereinbelow the conditions 
which will be carried into effect: 

Section I.-I shall receive from Government at the rate of one 
rupee per hundred maunds as the rents of whatever quantity of 
coal may be excavated by Government in the aforesaid places. I 
shall never demand more. There must ba no prevention on the 
part of the Government for the Khasia 'people under my subjection 
to excavate coal and cut stones in those places. They will con
tinue to excavate and cut without being charged. It will be mine 
to demand rents from them; but no other person will be at liberty 
to excavate coal and stones in those places without informing the 
GovernmeI}t, nor have I also the liberty to give any such power. 

Section II.-Whenever the Government shan desire to ex~ 

cavate the coal, it win excavate coal and sto11es according to the 
terms of this potta"'. No new obje(lt~on must be raised; if raised. 
the same will be rejected, 

Section III.~Besides the localities mentioned. above, in future 
in whatever place belonging to me coal and stones may be pro
duced, in all such places Government will have a right to the coal 
a.nd stones according to the terms of this potta"', On these 
terms I have executed and given this perpetual lease~ dated 20th, 
Avril 1840, or 19* B!Jsafc 1247 l}.S. 

Witnessed by .... 

BHOOVASINGH, 

Baja. 

Shoomar Singb, Khasia, inhabitant of Cherra. Poonjlle. 
Jattra. Singh, Khasia~ inhabitant of Soomah. 
Chand Roy Dong, inhabitant of Soomab. 
Bungsee, peon, inhabitant o~ Chambustah. 

(True translation.) 

B. E. 'fwmAI.E, 
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To-DAVIO SCotT, Esq., Agent to the Governor-General. 

WHEREAS I, BURRO MANIKA, Raja. of Khyrim, have waged 
war'against the Government, which havesu:ffered great loss, and 
whereas they have taken possession of my country, I tender 
appearance and acknow:ledging my dependence on, and placing 
myself' under the protection of, the. Hon'ble Company, I enter 
into. this agreement regarding my country with the consent of 
the S,udder Judges in the year 1830 ~ , , 

Section I.-That I make over to' the Company the lands 
situated on the south and east of the river Umiam, and that 
I will not be able to interfere with those lands or with the ryots 
without the order of the Agent to the Governor-General. 

Section ILl-That I as a dependent will manage in the usual 
manner the affairs of the country that remains in my hands in 
conformity to the stipulations contained in the 8unnud granted 
to me by the Company; but I will never, without permission 
of said. authority, pass sentence in a case of murder, and 
whenever a murder takes place I will give information of the 
same to the said authority.' 

Section III .. -That whenever the Company's troops pass 
through my country, I will supply them with provisions' that are 
produced. in the country, so as to make them comfortable, and 
shall receive the value of those provisions from the Company_ 
'1hat whene;ver any order shall be passed upon me for the con
struction of roads, bridges, &c., I will carry them into effect. 

Section IV.-Should any Raja fight against the Company. 
I with my native troops shall accompany the Company's army. 
but I shall, however, be supplied by the Company with provisions 
for my troops. 

Section V.-That I give up the claim which I made before 
~ respecting the boundary, of'Daish Doomaren (Desh Dumorua), 

the river Aporea having been fixed as the boundary of it. But as 
the Mt of Sonapore has been destroyed, I must receive from the 
Government some lands near to the salI11~&'I. 
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SecUon VL-That I will pay a finA of Rs.5,OOO on account
of the expenses incurred by the Company in taking possession 
of my raj now and before. 

$ection rII.-That should Raja Thirnt Singh, the enemy 
• of the Company, or his followers, come to my raj, I will im

mediately arrest and deliver them to the Government, and that 
if any person having committed a crime come to my country 
from any place 4J. the Company's dominions, I bind myslf to 
produce him. On these terms I execute this agreement, dated 
15th January 1830, corresponding with 4th Hagh 1236 (B.S.) 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CRUNDER CIIATTERJEE. 

I, Chand Manika, do hereby enter into this agreement on 
behalf of Burro Manik, Raja of. Mooleem (MyUiem) Poonjee,,- to 
the effect that a fine of Rs. 5,000 impos~ upon my maternal 
uncle, Burro Manick, not having been paid up to this day, I, who 
am his nephew, and shall therefore be the Raja of the said 
Mooleem (MyUiem) J»oonjee, agree to pay Rs. 1,000 out of the 
above ~um to Captain Townshend at Cherra J»oonjee wit.hin ten 
days and that with the remaining Rs. 4,000 I will construct a 
durable road from Mooleem (Mylliem) Poonjee to Cherra Poonjee. 
leading to Myrung (Maira.ng). fit for the easy passage of horses, 
those places which are bad and unfit.for the road being repaired 
and levelled by the Company's people. 

That as soon as the road is complete I will send notice to the 
.hUfOor, who will send a. man to examine it, and should the road 
be approved of, a receipt for the above sum of Rs. 4,000 will be 
granted to me by your honour. On these terms I execute this 
~OTeemenl. aated 28t1P March 1834, corresponding with 16th 
Chaitra 1240. 

(True translation.) 
ISSEN CRUliDER. CHATTERJEE. 

o 
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TREATIES WITH KHA81A CHIEFTAINS. 
- , 

To-The Political Agent to the Governor-General. 

Whereas I, Songaph Raja, resident o~ 'Mohuram (Maharam) 
hills, have wantonly fought against the Government, and it 
has lost a great number of men, and incurred a great expenditure, 
and whereas by doing so I have committed a great fault, 
I cra'Ve amnesty for the past offences of myself and my subjects, 
the Khasias, and enter into the follo}Ving agreement with the 
hope of being allowed to live as a Sirdai,' (Chief) in my own 
country: 

Section I.-That having acknowledged my dependency on the 
Company, and being made by them Sirdar in my country, I 
agree to administer justice to my subjects as usual, but not to pass 
sentence- of death upon any of them. 

Section JI.-That whenever a body of the Company's troops 
passes through my country, I will attend to them, and supply 
them with provisions and other necessaries. and ;receive the price 
thereof from the Company in the usual course. 

Section IlL-That wbene'Ver I am required by the Sahib, 
to' 3:ppear before them on account of any disturbances in the hills, 
I shan do so with all my Khasia people, and. shall attend as long 
as I may be desired to be present. during which time only the 
pro'Visions of my people wil~ be charged to the Company. 

Section IF.-That if any person committing murder or 
dac9ity conceal himself within my country, I bind myself to 
arrest and deliver him. to the SaMbs when ordered to do so. 

. Section V.--That within one month from this date I will pay 
to the Company a -fine of Rs. 2,000 for the pardon of my 
o,ffences. 

Section Vi.-That Chand Manick :Raja and Burro Manik 
Raja, of )\1 09lf?~m (Mylliem) Poonjee, will stand security for thl) 
due fulfilment of the abo'Ve conditions, and that I.keep my (sister's 
son) nephew, Soolong Raja at Mooleem (Mylliem) Poonjee, in 
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order to execute all orders passed with reference to my country 
On these conditions I execute this deed of agreement, dated -
13th 'February 1839, corresponding with 3rd Palgoon 1246 B.S. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CHUNDER CHA.TTERJEE. 

To-Ths Agent to the Governor-General. 

We, Ramsing Raja and the son-in-law -of Senjoo Ranee and 
Uran BMsan, residents of Mooleem (Mylliem) Poonjee, having 
appeared this day before Mr. H. Inglis on the bank of tne river 
Jadookata (Jadukata), do hereby of our own accord and free will 
execute this recognizance on the following conditions, and that we 
shall be held answerable if we fail in any way to fulfil them, and 
submit to any orders that may be passed by the SahilJs : 

Section I.~That if within the country between the river 
Jadookata (Jadukata) and Pooran Nour on the west, and the 
western side of the river Makoe on the east, any KhasiJ1. kill or 
oppress, orin any way injure the Company's ryots, we will in
stantly produce the, guilty persons and will be responsible for the 
losses incurred. 

, Section II.-That we will never give the enemies of the 
Company provisions, assistance, or place in our country; but 
that if we receive any news regarding them we will send im
mediately through the" Dooardars" information of the same 
to th~ Government officers. 

Section IlL-That we will not allow the enemies of the 
Company to come to- our market Pooran Sa spore when it is 
opened. 

Section Ir.-That whenever we are summoned by the Sahib, 
we shall make our appearance as soon as we receive the hooNoom
namah. That if we act- contrary to the stipulations contained in 
the abQve sections, we will submit to any order that may be 
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passed against us. On these conditions we execute this deed of 
agreement, dated 21st November 1852, corresponding with 7th 
Aghun 1~39. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN' CHmmER CHATTERJEI:. 

To-The Hon'ble Company. 

Wh:ereas a disturbance or battle took place in the hills, and we. 
¥ishnee, Beer Sing, Shoomer, /l.nd Wookushun (U Ksan), Ohdadal' 
(Wah~dadars) of Chela (Shella) Poonjee (and) Mayabar Poonjee, 
@,d not make our appearance and join ~w.itl:lJ!t~~!l!DlE!!l~. 
t~oops, were sent to our villages. we now present ourselves 
,,~d '~nt9r into the following agreement, and bind ourselves 
to act according to the stipulations therein con tained : 

Seqtion I.-We shall, for our fault, pay to the Government a 
fin~ Qf Rs. 4,000 on a,c~ount of twelve pooniee8 by instalments; 
but the responsibility o~ paying the ~bove sum rests with us 
four persons. 

Sllcti.Wt .lJ.-'l'h;:lot on the side of river Boga within our territory 
there are limestones. That whatever place on the side of that river 
shall be ~elected by the ofij.cers. of the Government, we shall 
~lways allow the Gov~rnment to take gratia the limestones Of 

oi:J!lat place if reguired. But the Government shall not be able to 
~ke (l.imesto:p.es) fr,om any other plac~. 
,1.~ Section III.-Th~t'if any person having ~o~mitted any act 
1'jn z}l~ah Sylhet or any other 'place 'wit.hin the territory of the 
,.:.' Hon'ble Co~pany ru~ away and take shelter in our tArrito~, 

and if such person be sUl1).moned by the zillah oourts, we will 
j.~m.ediately produce him. 

Section IV.-That we will never quarrel and fight with the 
Qo~pany Qr with those Rajas wno are in confederacy with the 
Oompany. 
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Section r..-That if there arise a. quarrel or dispute between 
us and the Rajas (who are in confederacy), then the Govern
ment will investigate and decide the matter. Upon these terms 
we execute this 8.oOTooment, this 3rd day of September 1829, 
corresponding with 19th Bbadl'o, 1236. 

(True translation) 

R. E. TWIDALE. 

We, Mishnee, Beer Singh, Shoomer, and Wookushun (U Ksan) , 
Ohdadars (Wahadadars) of Chela (Shella) Poonjee, execute this 
deed of instalment to the effect that, whereas we, being in fault, 
have executed an agreement for paying ;to the Government a :fine 
of Rs. 4,000, and whereas we are unable to pay the said sum at 
-once, therefore we shall pay the :fine to Government by instal
ments, as per schedule (herein below). On these terms we exe
cute the deed of instalments, 3rd September 1829 C.E., corre
sponding with 19th Bhadro, 1236. 

Sc1teclule. 

Ra. 

Ist Assin 00' 1,000 

In Falgoon 1,000 

.. Bbadra 1237 ltS. 1,000 

In Falgoon 1,000 

fotal 4,000 

Four thousand rupees shall be paid (by us) by instalments. 

(True translation.) 

R. E. TWIDALE. 

l' 
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To-The Agent to the Govel'Ilor-GeneraJ. 

We, Wookushun (U Ksan) Raja. - and Wooanluka Raja., 
residents of Mullai Poonjee, this day having appeared before 
Yr. H. Inglis on the bank of river Jadookata. (Jadukata), do "f 
our own accord and free will execute this recognizance as in 
the following sections, and will stand answerable for the viola
tion of any of the terms thereof, and we wi;ll carry into effect the 
orders of the Sahib8 : 

Sectioo L~If any of the Hon'ble Company's ryots within 
the space extending from river Dhalai (Dholai) (on the west) to 
the Khugoora. c7aurrah (wat~ course). ·on the east, be killed, 
oppressed, or injured in any way, we will immediateiy produce 
the guilty persons and make reparation for the losses. 

S~ctio,. IL-We will not give shelter, assistance, or provisions 
to the enemies of the Hon'ble Company; (on the contrary) if we 
get any news of the enemies of the Hon'ble Company we will, 
through Duardars, send information of the same to the Govern-
ment officers. -

Section IIL-We win not allow the enemies of the Govern
ment to cOIne to our Bazar Nukrea, Burro Tikra. when it 
is opened. 

Section IV.-If we be summoned by the SahilJ" we shall 
present ourselves as soon as we receive the hookoomnamah 
(written order). If we do not act according to the agreement 
contained in the above sections, we will obey whatever order 
may De passed (against us) by the Saliba. On these terms 
this recognizance is entered into by us this day, the 21st of 
November 1832, corresponding with 7th ~ghun 1239B.S. 

(True translation.) 

R. E. TwIDALE. 
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To-The Hon'ble Company. 

OAN' (U Wan)lSirdar. resident of Sajur Foonjoo •• pperlaining 
to Ramry6 (Rambrai), do hereby executE) this kalJuliyat in the 
year 1839 to the effect that, whereas we, instead of presenting 
ourselves to the Government, have in collusion with the enemies 
of the Company fought battles against the Government, and 
caused 0. great injury to them j and that whereas, in consequence 
a fine of one rupee per house has been annually imposed, I there! 
fore agree to pay fine of one rupee for each of the houses situate 
within my foUl' poonjeeB, f)iz., Sajur Poonjee, Thomsam Poonjee 
Lushkabun Poonjee, and Tbabsan ;Poonjee, and that whenever 
any persol?-S deputed by the Company pass through my raj, I will 
supply them. with provisioll! and give them every assistance; and 
that on the arrival of the enemies of the Government in my coun
try, I will arrest them and deliver them over. And that when
ever any order may be passed by the Government, I will carry 
that into effect.. On these terms I execute this kalJ1iliyat dated 
the 9th February 1839. 

To-The Hon'ble Company. 

(True translation.) 
ISSEN CHUNDEB. CHATTERJEE. 

I, Ooma SiMar, inhabitant of Khuidas Beel Poonjee. apper
taining to Ramrye (Rambrai}. do execute this kalJuliyat in the year 
1239 to the effect that. whereas, instead of presenting ourselves to 
the Government, we, having joined the enemies of the Company 
fought battles and caused a great loss to the Government, 
and whereas, on my presenting myself to the Government 
and inhabiting and cultivating my own poonjeeB. I have 
been ordered to pay annually a fine of one rupee per 
house, therefore I do hereby ~C7Tee to pay annually one rupee 
per house of Xhindorin Foonjoo and N oadeba be19nging 
to me, and that '!henev:ef any persons deputed by the Company 
pass through my country I will supply them with provisions and 
give them every assistance, and that on the arrival of the enemiei 
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of the Company in my country I will arrest them and deliver 
them over to the authorities. And that I will act conformably to 
any order that may be passed by the Government. On these terms 
I execute this kabuli!lat, dated 9th February 1833. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CnUNDER CRAT'rERJEE. 

To-lb. SCOTT. Agent to the Governor-General. 

I. Ooma (U -Yah) Khasia, Yinister to U Zubber Singh, Raja. 
of Ramrye (Rambrai), having presented myself before you, you 
have demanded from me 200 maunds of paddy for every ryot in 
the Raja's territories, thereforo I enter into this agreement and 
promise to deliver the 200 maunds of paddy for' every ryot to the 
Subadar employed there. That in case I fail to make over the 
paddy to the Subadar, I will submit to any order that may be 
passed upon me. On these conditions I execute this agreement, 
dated 15th. Bkadra 1236 B.S. 

(True translation.) 

IBSEN CammER CnATTERJEE. 

I, ~uQber Singh, Raja of Ramrye (Rambrai), execute this 
agreement to the effect that I and the Bisa!latJ and ryots under 
me, having' acknowledged ourselvos to be the ryots and dependants 
of the Hon'ble Company, do hereby bind ourselves to obey and 
act in conformity to the order that may be passed in respect of my _ 
country, Ramrye" (Rambrai), without any objection or excuse 
whatever. 

Sectiora·L-That whatever expenditure has been incurred by 
the Government in invading and taking possession of my country 
(after the residents"of my country had (quarrelled with the Gov
ernment people) !he same I shall without any' objeciion realize 
from my hill ryots and pay. 
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Section II.-That the petty cases which may be instituted in 
my country shall be decided by me in conjunction with panchayat, 
and in conformity with the custom and rules of my country. That 
information of murder cases shall be given to the Government 
and the cases shall be decided according to the regulations in 
force in the hills, after the murderertt are apprehended and 
delivered. 

Section IIL-That I will not do any injustice to my ryots, 
but keep them satisfied and contented . 

. Section IV.-That neither I nor my subordinates will, without 
any l'eason, quarrel with the Government. If we do, we shall 
receive the punishment iInposed upon the refractory people. 

Section Y.-That I will, with the consent of the Huzoor, keep 
or discharge the nuroo·, of my country, and shall manage all the 
affairs with the advice of my ryots. 

Section Pl.-That should the Government fight with any hill 
people, I will go with my troops and render assistance to the 
Government. On these terms I execute this agreement, 17th 
October 1829. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CH UNDER CHATTERJEE. 

To-The Hon'hle East India. Company. 

I, Wookwing (U Kiang) Longdoo (Lyngdoh), inhabitant of 
Nongklang, appertaining to Rambrai (Rambrai), enter into this 
/cafJuliyat in 1229 (B.S.) to the effect that, whereas formerly I 
having absconded and joined the enemies of the Government, had 
fought against the people of the Government, and had thereby 
done a great mischief to the Hon'ble Company; and whereas now, 
on my inhabiting and cultivating my own poonjee, I have been 
ordered by the Huzoor to pay annually a fine of one rupee per house 
(of my ryots), I promise to pay annually one rupee per house in 

Q 
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my five villages, 'Viz., Nongklang Poonjee, Nongmosas, Nowasim, 
Nowlungpur, and Nowajirnub. That whenever any Government 
officer be deputed to my country, I will supply him with provi
sions and give him assistance, and so forth. That should the ene
mies of the Government come to my country, I wUl arrest and 
deliver them up, and that I will calTJ into effect any order 
that may be passed by the Government. On these terms I 
execute this kabuliyat, dated 29th Maglt 1229 (B.S.), corresponding 
with 9th February 1833. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CHUNDER CHATTERJEE. 

To-The Agent to the Governor-General. 

WE, Oan (U Wan) Sirdar, l'esident of Sajur Poonjee, Ok-eng
lung (U Kiang Lyngdoh), resident of Nung Kunja Poonjee, 
Oman Sirdar,' resident of Soondhuree, Ocnoya Sirdar, resident 
of Omasem (Um Shem), appertaining to Ramrye (Rambrai), 
having this day attended before Captain Lister, the Commanding 
Officer, do hereby of our own accord and free will execute this 
agreement in the following sections, dated 21st January 1835, 
cOlTesponding with 9th Maglt 1241 (B.S.) : 

Seotion L-Tha(we are under the protection of the Company 
and acknowledge our dependence. 

Section 11.-That we shall be glad and shall make no objec
tion to investigation held by the Company's officers in cases of 
}1Ilurder or other serious cases in our country, nor to the punish
ments that may be awarded by them. 

Seotion IlL-That if there be any probability of war between 
us and people of another State, we will act as the Company may 
direct; and that if we have any quarrel with a different people, 
we will submit to the decision of the Company. 

Section Jr.-That our debt of Es. 8,485·13 to the Company is 
this day remitted, and we will annually "pay the sum of Es. 200 in 
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the month of Ka1'tic at any place we may be ordered to do so, 
taking the receipts for the payment from the authorities. 

Seation P.-That if we act contrary to any of the stipulations 
in the above sections, the Government may do anything which 
they think proper, and we will make no objection. On these 
terms we of our own accord execute this agreement. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CnUNDER CHATTERJEE. 

To-The Agent to the Governor-General. 

We, Oan (U Wan) Sirdar; resident of Sajur Poonjee, Okeng
lung (U Kiang Lyngdoh), resident of Nung Kunja Poonjee, 
Oman Sirdar, resident of Soondhuree, and Oman Sirdar, resident 
of Omaghun, appertaining to Ramrye (Rambrai), do enter into this 
recognizance to the effect that we, being indebted to the Company 
to the extent of Rs. 200, due by us on account of revenue for the 
year 1241 (B.S.), and that our ryots being hardly pressed, we pay 
this day Rs. 100 to Captain Lister and. engage ourselves to pay 
the remaining Rs. 100 in the month of Ka'J'tia of the year 1242 
(B.S.), together with present settlement mentioned in the ekl'ar 
at any place where we may be ordered to do so, taking the 
receipts thereof. But if we do not pay at that time we will 
submit to any order that may be passed upon us. On these. con
ditions we execute this agreement, dated 10th Magh 1241 (B.S.) 
corresponding with 22nd January 1835. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CHUNDER CHAT'PERJEE. 

To-The Agent to the Governor-General. 

I,Okar (U Phar), inhabitant and Raja of Bhaul (Bhowal) 
Poonjee, having this day presented myself before Captain Town
shend at Cherra Poonjee, of my own accord and free will, and 
without any force, do hereby execute this agreement in the 
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following terms. If I fail in any way to fulfil the terms hereof, 
I will be responsible fat it, and will be subject to any order that 
may be passed upon me by the Sahiba: 

Section L-l'hat if within the space bounded on the west by 
Bhowal Ohurrah or Hattee Khaddar, and on the east by the river 
Dholy (Dholai) or the western side of Dhung Dhoongia, the Khasias 
kill, oppre§s, or make any violence to any of the Company's 
subjects, I will deliver the guilty, and be respo;tsible for the loss 
sustained. 

Section rIo-That I will never give any assistance, shelter, 
or provisions to any of the enemies of the Company, and that 
whenever I shall receive any news regarding them, I will send 
through D~rdars the information of the sall\e to the Sahiba. 

Section JII.-That I will not allow any of the Company's 
enemies to come to Sunjoy Aurung when it is opened. 

Section Jr.-That whenever I may be called upon by the 
Sahiba I will attend inmediately on receipt of the hookoomnamah 
(written ord,er). If I act contrary to the stipulations in the above 
paragraphs, I will submit to any order that may be passed upon 
me by the Sahibs. On these conditions I execute this recog
n.izance, dated 11th December :t.832~ corresponding with 27th 
4ghun 1.239 ~.S. 

(T~e translation.) 
ISSEN CnuNDER CHATTERJEl'j. 

To-DAVU) SCO'11', Esq., Agent to the Governor-General. 

Whereasi, Woolar (ULar) Singh, Raja of Murreah (Marriaw), 
had formerly entered into a conspiracy and fought a~ainst the 
people of the Hon'ble Company, I now for my future welfare make 
my appearance (before you) and enter into this recognizance to 
t.he effect that I will not again form such conspiracy, nor will 
I quarrel and fight against the people of the Government. That 
if I, do so, I shall receive the punishment fixed for riotous people. 
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Section I.-That my raj shall henceforward be under the 
control of the Government, a.nd that I will keep the ryots of my 
raj satisfled and contented, and ma.nage'the affairs of the 
Khasia country as usual. 

Section II.-That I will continue to try, according to the rules 
of my country, whatever complaints may be instituted in my 
raj; that on the occurrence of any serious case, that is, murder, 
&c., I will give information of the same to your honour; and that 
in other matters I will act as directed by your honour. On these 
terms thisrecognizance is executed by me this day, the 12th of 
October 1829, corresponding with 27th .d8sin 1236. 

(True tr~slation.) 

R. E. TWIDALE. 

To-DAV!D SCOTT, Esq., Agent to the Governor.General. 

We, Ooram (U Ram), Oeang (U lang), Oefan (U Phan) , 
Obase (U Basi), and Chunder Roy, inhabitants of Mokoondo 
Poonjee, do hereby execute this agreement in- the year 1829 to 
the effect that a, fine of Rs. 100 having been imposed. upon us for 
our allowing Kaija;,- for whos& arrest notice was issued, to live 
in our poonjee, and that we being unable to pay the above sum 
at present" we, as security for the above payment, pledge from 
among us Ooram (U Ram) and Oefan (U Phan) for 15 days, and 
promise that we will pay the above sum within that time and shall 
release the forementioned persons. That if we do not pay the 
above sum within the fixed time, they shall remain in pledge; but 
if within-the-fixed time we-can deliy-er any of the persons-for the 
arrest of whom notice has been served or produce his head in 
case of resistance, then our fine shall be remitted. On this condi
tion we execute this agreement, dated 16th .ds8in 1236 B.S. 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CnUNDEB. CnA.TTEll.TEE. 

R 
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To-'F.aA.NCIS JENKINS, Esq., Agent to the Governor-General. 

Whereas the Hontble Company have been pleased to appoint 
me, Runjun (Rujjum) Singh, inhabitant of Nuckna (Nongkhlao), 
as Raja of the territories of the former Raja. Tlrp.t Singh, I, of my 
own accord, enter into the following agreement, and I bind myself 
not to act in contravention thereof, and that my ministers also 
shall act in conformity thereto. 

Section I.-That I will make no objection or excuse to the 
Company's selecting and taking any land within the space called 
Namdanee, lying between zillah Sylhet and Assam, for the 
construction of roads. 

Section IL-That I shall have no objection to the Company'. 
taking any la.nd they should think fit for the purpose of making 
bridges, erecting godowns, houses, and bungalows, fort and 
barracks. 

Section IIL-That I and my ministers will supp]y, as soon 
as possible, as many coolies as may be required for the repair. 
of the forementioned roads, houses, &0. 

Section Ir.-That if any of those lands that have been 
granted to me by the Company be required by them for the above 
purposes, I and my ministers will supply them with the follow
ing materials without any plea or objection : 

Sckedule of tke malerials-Wood, stones, slates, lime, and 
fuels, and if other materials be found in my country I will supply 
the same. 

Section Y.-That if the Hon'ble Company send any of their 
cows, oxen (or other cattle), &c., to our country, I and my minis
ters will provide places for them to live in and pasture to feed on, 
and will be responsible for the losses of these cattle, &c. 

Section VL-H any person guilty of heinous crime or any 
prisoner flying from the gaol come to my country from the 
temtories of the Company I will immediately afford aid for the 
l\rrcst of the guilty. 
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Section P"lI.-That I will act in confonnity to the stipula.
tions contained in the above sections, and that if in any way I act 
contrary to them, I and my ministers will submit to any fine 
that should be imposed upon us by the Agent to the Governor
General. 

Section P"IlL-That I will submit to the stipulations stated in 
the above paragraphs. That I shall continue to receive pension 
of Rs. SO per month during one year, and if I get that pensioll 
my people shall live comfortably. They shall be subject to 
no oppression. This pension should be discontinued after the lapse 
of one year, and then I shall provide myself as before, dated 
29th March 1834, corresponding with 17th Ohyte 1240 B.S. 

We, Roy Mon and Oojeer (U Jur), inhabitants of Noboree 
(Nongbri), Oran (U Ram), inhabitant of Myrung (Mairang) , 
Othess (U Tep), inhabitant of Maother Arbadool, inhabitant Of 
Soong, Othess Nunge, inhabitant of Sanchee, Okhan, inhabitant 
of Molie, Omedth, inhabitant or Nossie, are appointed as ministel'l 
of the Raja, and bind ourselves by the agreements entered into 
by him, and shall be held resJX>nsible for any violation. ' 

(True translation.) 

ISSEN CHtlNDER CHATTERJEB. 
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KB.J.Sl.J. COURTS OF JUDIC.J.TURE. 

In the firrl place, a complaint is made before the chief against 
a certain party or parties, the facts and circumstances of wpich 
are also mostly detailed befc.re the chi~~f and his headmen, for the 
purpose of affording the means of a. p~ re~~j.Ji:!.tio~ but 
mostly~ from ~t motives. on the part of the chief and head 

,.men. i.e., for obtaining hush-money and~ clothes, &c., what is 
technically called in the plains oiling tke palms. This is mostly 
the preliminary form. in all suits, both criminal and civil. 11 this 
kind of a private court is not able to bring about a. reconcilia
tion between the parties, then. the crier is sent out. who is mostly 
a. '~1avel to publish at the top of his f70ice the durbar which is 
to assemble the following evening. Re goes out to proclaim the 

~ durbar about 8 or 9 o'clock at night, when. all the villagers have 
returned. to the village from their usual daily pursuits. The 
proclamation is made also at different localities of the village, that 
all may hear. The proclamation, he commences with a. terrifi~ 
barbarous scream. with the following monosyllabic interjections :
IC Kaw t thou, a. fellow villager; thou, a fellow creature; thou, 
an old man.; thou, who art grown up; thou, who art young; thou. 
a. boy; thou, a child j thou, an infant; thou, who art little; thou' 
who art great. Rei I in his own village, in. his own. place. Rei I 
in. his prohibition, in his own interdictions. Rei t in his own 
drawing ,of water. Rei 1 in his own drinking of water. Rei t that 
there is a quarrel. Rei t because there is a. contest. Rei I for to 
cause to sit together. Rei 1 for to cause to wait together. Rei I for 
to cause to deliberate. Rei I for to give intelligence together. 
Rei t about to assemble in durbar, in surbar. Rei 1 for to hire. 

_ -lIe;! for~ listen attentively. Rei I ye are forbidden. Rei 1 re 
are stoppe~k-dra"t'MVateMh.6ft I DOt to-.4"l~; no, 
Rei 1 to g~ as coolies then; no, Rei I to go to work then; no, 
Rei t to go a journey then.; no, Rei 1 to descend to the valley 
then; no, Rei I he who is in. company with the pouch. Rei I he 
who is in. company with the bag; Rei 1 now come forth. Rei I 
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now do appear. Rei r the hearing then is to be all in company 
Rei I the listening attentively then is to be all together. Hei 1 
for his own king. Hei r for his own master, lest the destruction 

7--~~ come; lest:1;6 bas overtake\ us. ·~Kaw I corne'--furth 

now;;~:: :::~::n all are stoppe~ fr:~ -~~i:g'~~~h~~'~n: 
the village the following day, and guards are placed at various 
points on the public roads and by paths for the purpose of appre
bending all recusants to, the above notice from whom, if necessary, 
they will take their 'vorking implements, and the chief will sub
ject them to a fine. The following day from about 4 o'c~ock P.M. 

until sunset the qUQ1·um of some 20U or 300 villagers are gradually 
assembling at the place of durbar, which is in open air 
and which place every large village possesses, where a large 
number of stones have been arranged in a circular form for the 
citizens to sit upon; the place being a kind of a ter.race perfectly 
level and clean, reminding one of the customs of the ancient 
Druids, or of the customs of the Greeks, referred to by Homer 
(Iliad D, 18 C, 503-4). 

The proceedings are opened by one of the headmen, which 
tlJen proceed for a long time, by 01 her speakers concerHing 
matter very ir1"elevant to the one in ,question, in a kind of 
round-about way, throwing out hints and intimations every 
now and tben, bearing on the point of the accusation until it 
becomes warmer and warmer, and then the proceedings are more 
direct. The indications of it becoming a very tough and some
what important trial are, that the complainant and defendant 
throw down any article from off their persons on the ground in 
the middle of the durbar, such as a turban or a native pouch 
containing certain native luxuries, &c, &c.; these are taken 
charge of by the chief until the end of the trial, and are regard
ed as the representatives. &c., henceforth of the parties in the 
suit, which pledges are also addressed most earnestly by the 
respective pleaders. These are called the ",fa i.e., tbe two 
contending parties). The chi~f is the e ·udO'e aided by his 
Jt~admcn, and you ma., regard the whole of the citizens a JUry, 

" 
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though they are very obsequious to their chief, if he be an 
influential oue. Each party has ij.s own plea~r, who is rewarded 
by those for whom he pleads, either with a few rupees, or with 
some article of clothing, &c. 'Vitnesses are examined by the 
judges, which witnesses are sworn by means of salt on the sword, 
which is the modem form, and which is not held in so much 
terror by the ~~asJ.!l~ as the ancient one, which by means of 
causing- the witness to -d,;ink7SPIriWout of Jl. gourd, which is 

r held very sacred by them, and ~ is accomp'1nied by a form 
) of invocation to their demom most fearful in its import, the 

ceremony being performed by a native consulter of demon--

(

I ~~acles well inured into the practice. It is a very difficult 
matter to obtain worthy witnesses, owing to their being over
come by their superstitious fears, and other fears as well, arising 
from various causes. The trial may by adjournment continue 
for many days. The chief at length, summing up the evidence 
on both sides in his own way by a long judgment, announces 
sentence of condemnation of the one, or the acquittal of other 
parties, with hearty appeal to the whole of the durbar-" Is it 
not so, very young energetic ones P" to which they respond with 
one loud voice, U Yea I so, young energetic ones." The acquitted 
pl'lrty at the same time eXUlting vociferously. Corporal 
punishment is but seldom resorted to by this court, there being 
no prisons in the country. The criminal all the time is brought 
Crom the house of his _ relatives~ they giving .security for his 
appearance when required. The punishment is mostly a fine 
of Rs. 5, one pig of the value of from Rs. 5 to Ra. 10, and Ri. 15 
one pig, and Rs. 53 one pig, and Rs. 106 one pig, and so on, in 
proportion to tIle enormity of the crime. In ca.c;;es of theft when 
proved, the property is restored or value given to the owner 
besides the infliction of the fine and other costs. In all cases of 
in~hllli~..pa the fine, the criminal or criminals are made 
~~ to the chie~ and his posterity in all future time. 
, ..... " It would. be too lengthy to detail the process with respect to -

other cases besides theft. It would be much too lengthy to 
detail also the ceremony of ~he reconciliation of a 'luarrel. 
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FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

It is difficult to say what form of government prevails in 
the country. I think the most proper definition would be to call 
it a mixed ~overnment. The chief is mostly controlled by the 
character of the people over which he is the head. His 
propensity is to be despotic, hence the Government prevailing 
in most part3 of the hills presents the features of an absolute 
chieftainship, but even in that same territory the same chief in 
some large villages, owing to the independency and force of 
character of the inhabitants, has to descend to a limited chief
tainship. And, again, all over the hills, owing to the very 
great familiarity existing between the chief and his subjects 
and his being so easy of access to all, the Government presents 
the features of that of a democratic one. The queens and 
members of royalty frequently going aumg with the villagers 
to the jungle to cut firewood and to draw water, and sitting in 
the market selling along with the rest. 

Then the fact of his assembling together his subjects in 
durbar on all matters regarding his territory takes the aspect of 
republican form of government. There se~ms to be no use of 
suffrage in any matter. The chief is not elected, the chif'ftain
ship descends to the nephews, i.e., the sons of the chief's sister. 
The headmen, who aid as a kind of a council, and who generallyl. 
number 4 or 5, are not elected, but simply called by the chief ~t; 
4is...oWll..pleasure~and dismissed. b~..himJ1t.Ns __ OJYR plea~ure, or i' 
they keep aloof if they choose, and others become obsequious to j . 
the chief in their places. In fact, in one word, the form of 
government is a perfect Inedley, owing to the form depending 
mainly upon the character of the chiefs, and that of the several 
people over whom they severally rule; and when applied to these 
principal sources, its habits are very similar to those of the little 
.mi!llal called the chameleon. 

W. LEWIS. 
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APPENDIX D. 

From-W. II. 1I. S\TUTLUD, Esq., 
To-A. 1. M. MILT.s, E..q., Commissioner or the Gov.:'fDment of InJia. 

I IlA. VE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular 
asking for information on th~ state of the districts in which I am 
resident, as to their criminal, civil, and fiscal 6tate, &c. Having 
in June last taken charge of the coal mines belonging to thn 
Sylhet Company, which had been long lying unworke.l in 
conseq nence of the acts of the Chcrra Political Agent and his 
subordinates, I now, for your information, beg lc:m~ to submit 
a statement detailing the circumstances connecte:! with the same 
-as far as they haTe come to my knowledge in order to the rcmo\"al 
of the evils complained of. 

2. Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, tl1e late Agents at this place 
for the Cherra coal mines, in 18~0 or 1S31. took a pollah of a spot 
of. ground containing lime3tone at a place called Choon Chena, 
about 40 miles to the north-east of Sylbet. and then belonging to 
that district. Some time after, possession of this fpot was 
contested "ith Messrs. Duncan and Gibson by the son-in-mw 
of the Political Agent at Cherra Poonjee, who c!aimed to hold it 
by right of polla" from one Sona Khasia, who stated that the spot 
in question was within the jurisdiction of Cherra. Choon Cherra. 
belon~ed to the Raja of Jaintia, he holding a pollo" from tho 
Collector. Hurrudhun Kettre, a relati~e of the ltaja, aoo took 
a potto" from the Collector for. I believe, a por~ion of the same 
for the purpose of quarrying limestone. Duncan and Gibson 
proceeding to work, Sona Khasia commenced an action against 
their servants in the Cherra court. A part of these men were at 
once arrested, taken off to Cherra, and there bound over in 
Rs. 50 penalty not to work further at Choon Cherra. The otherj 
immediately dropped their work, and went off in fe:lf of conse· 
quences. The place from 'Which the 'Workmen had fled WIl.'i t:)l.t'n 
possession of by the serr:mts of the son-in-law of the Political 
Agent. On this, lIcssrs. Duncan and Gibson complained in the 
Sylhet court that the Cherra pGlice and the servants of th~ 
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individual in question had taken away their men out of the Sylhet 
j~ction without due authority j that in consequence their othel' 
people had gone off, their work stopped; that considerable loss 
would accordingly accrue to them. On this, a. communication, 
was made of these circumsta.nces to the Cheira authorities 
by the Magistrate of Sylhet, requesting an explanation, as 
the place in question was in the SyIhet district. The Cherra 
authorities sent copies of the proceedings in the Cherra court to 
the Magistrate of Sylhet.- On receipt, that fUnctionary referred 
to Collector of Sylhet to know whether he had given pottala 
~o the Raja and Hurrudhun Kettre. Also a communica .. 
tion was sent off to the darogah of Jaintiapore to know whether 
be placed or appointed a thannah at Choon Cheira, in short, 
whether the place was within his jurisdi~tion. The Collector 
also made a communication to his' Deputy to know whether 
he made the settlements for the place in question, and to 
the Abkary Superintendent for Sylhet whether he did t~8 

same. They both replied in the affirmative. In short, that the 
place in question was in Sylhet. The datogah of Jaintia
pore also replied to the same purpose, namely, that Choon 
Cherra was in zillah Sylhet. The l!agistrate of Bylhet, after 
satisfying himself from this and other evidence, wiote to the 
Cherra ~uthorities that he considered Choon Cherra to be in the 
district of Sylhet, for which see Mr. Magistrate Buckle's letter 
to Mr. Assistant Political Agent Cave, under date 29th of 
March 1851, also from the same to the same, under date 11th 
November 1851, also ~. Assistant Magistrate Larkins' lengthen
ed report on the boundary to the Sylbet Magistrate, under date 
10th November 1851, No. 430; Mr. Magistrate Buckle's 
letters to Mr. Secretary J. P. Grant under dates 13th and 27th 
November 1851, also r~porting gross outrage on Mr. Cattell. 
Mr. Assistant Political Agent Cave replied that he would go 
to the spot and examine himself. He after examination co~
firmed the view of the Sylhet authorities, for which see Mr. 
Assistant Political Agent Cave's letter to Yr. Magistrate BucklQ 
~der date 9th of AVril 1851. ., 
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The Magistrate of Sylhet decreed that Clloon Cherra. belong
ed to Messrs. Duncan and Gibson. Captain Thuillier's original map 
clearly shows Choon Charra to be in Sylhet, and other original 
maps in the Sylhet Collectorate the same. The next one for
warded from the Revenue Survey Office, Calcutta, by which 
Mr. Raikes decided, shows it to be in Cherra. The area in British 
acres in both maps is stated too be the Rame,-a thing manifestly 
impossible. The Raja of Jaintia offers 'the same testimony. 
The only conclusion to be arrived at is that Captain Thuillier'a 
map No.2, by which Mr. Raikes decided,- is wrong. On Choon 
Cherra being put into the possession of Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson, Sona. Khasia complained to the Magistrate of Sylhet 
that the place in question was his, to which the Magistrate 
replied that he had alr~dy thoroughly examined the matter, 
as to right of possession as well as jurisdiction, and had decreed 
in favour of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, that if he wished to 
appeal from his decision he must go into the Court of the 
Sessions Judge. Sona Khasia went into the Judge's Court, and 
the case was given against him. Choon Cherra was then formal
ly placed in possession of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson by the 
Magistrate of Sylhet, and the retainers of the son-in-law of the 
:Political Agent were removed from the place. Sona Khasia 
complained in the Cherra court J that Mr. Cattell, Messrs. 
DUncan and Gibson's assistant, and others, were cutting jungle 
on lands belonging to him within the jurisdiction of Cherra. 
The authorities of Cherra called on Mr. Cattell to answer the 
charge. His principals at once petitioned the Collector of Sylhet 
on the subject, who ordered the Assistant Magistrate of Sylhet 
to investigate and'report. Further, Messrs. Duncan and Gibson 
complained about ,this time that Mr. Cattell, their assistant, 
was residing at Lakadollg; that a. number of armr.d Cherra 
police came to seize him; surrounded his house; made use of 
the most threatening language; Mr. Cattell closed the doors. 
remained in this state several hours, and was obliged to escape 
by'night to Sylhet. Previous to this the same party had visited 
Choon Cherra in search of him. This case also the Assistant 
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Magistrate was directed to investigate and report on. In the 
execution of this duty, Mr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins proceed
ed to Choon Cherra. lfessrs. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell 
were in attendance there. After dusk on the evening of the 
day of the Assistant Magistrate's arrival, Mr. Cattell's boat was 
sunk by servants of the Political Agent's son-in-law in the 
presence of the Assistant Magistrate, and lfessrs. Duncan and 
Gilison. The Assistant Magistrate at once arrested the per
petrators of the . outrage, flagrante deli()to, and sent them the 
next day prisoners into Sylhet. These men, Seebchurn Om and 
Golucknath Dutt, were tried for the offence by the Magis
trate of Sylhet, convicted and fined Rs. 200. They appealed from 
the decision of the Magistrate to the Judge, who upheld the 
Magistrate's conviction. On this they appealed to the Sudder 
Fouzdary Nizamut at Calcutta, who, it is said, contrary to pre
cedent in like cases, allowed the appeal. Mr. Colvin, the Judge, 
before whom the appeal was heard, without calling for the papers, 
reversed the conviction of the courts below, and ordered the fine 
to be returned. The reason for the Sudder Co1lrt reversing 
the decision of the Sylhet courts I am unacquainted with. I 
should apprehend it could not be on the facts, for they are clear 
enough. Previous to this, Sona Khasia had commenced a civil 
action for damages in the court of the Judge of Sylhet against 
Messrs. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell, Raja Rajendra Sing and 
Hurrudhun Kettre, that they had unlawfully taken possession of 
his (Sona Khasia's) lands, and were quarrying and carrying off 
limestone from the same. The parties attacked gave in their 
several replies, and showed their readiness to defend the suit, 
but Sona Khasia is said to have evaded giving his witnesses 
or bringing the case to a conclusion. Whilst matters wero in 
this state Mr. Raikes was deputed from Dacca to examine and 
decide on the boundary. In Sylhet circuit-house, without 
visiting the spot, he, 40 miles from the place in question, decided 
that it was in the jurisdiction of Cherra and not in Sylhet. He 
could in this way quite as :easily have settled the case m 
cutcherry in Dacca without coming to Sylhet at all. 
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Yet when Mr. Raikes made this report to 'he Government 
he must surely have been aware of certain reports of servants 
of the Government materially differing with these conolusions. 
or have been lamentably deficient in local information. The 
place in question (as befere stated) has been described as pertain, 
ing to Sylhet in the original maps of the revenue survey and 
others of prior date, and by every official who had reported OD. 

the subject with the exoeption of Colonel Lister. I am led. there-, 
fore, inevitaOly to presume either that Mr. Raikes was ignorant 
not only of the Collector's. view of the caso, but of the report 
of the Government officers deputed. to investigate this matter. 
or that Mr. Raikes adjusted hii official opinion rather to the 
exigencies of the moment thim the merits of the case. On the 
question of jurisdiction being' decided .in the manner abovQ 
stated~ Sona Khasia instantly withdrew his suit from the Sylhet 
Judge-'s COUl't,-stating that he should now go into that of Cherra. 
drew·down the Cherra. authorities on the unfortunate servants, 
among whom many, knowing the character of the court, fled i 
others not so lucky, perhaps bound to the spot by local ties, were 
laid hold of and expiated their :fidelity in having served Messrs. 
Duncan, and Gibson by different periods of imprisonment 
in Cherra jail. The parties convicted in, the Sylhet court of com
mitting the· outrage at Choon Cherra. in the presence of the 
Assistant Magistrate of Sylliet now turned the tables on the~ 
former prosecutors by a complaint in the Cherra court of hav1ng 
been, beaten and otherwise ill·used at Choon Cherra by Messrs. 
Duncan, Gibson,- and Cattell,. by Raspahary Dewan, Sooklall 
Singh chapprassi, Ramdhon Tewaree chapprassi, Burrit Singh 
chapprassi, Rutton Singh chaprassi,. Nul Singh chapprassi; 
PhooraI Roy Chowdry contractor, Iamser Chowdry contractor, 
Nittanund Dhur Siroar, Ram Chum Sircar, Khalim Baburchi 
and others, whose names were unknown to them, in all from 
one hundred to one hundred and :fifty persons. They .accused 
Yr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins of aiding and abetting these 
parties in an assault on them, -and of ordering the darogah to 

_ falsi£r their re:plies a.nd evidence. Warrants fro~ t46 Ch~ 
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court were' issued for Raspahary, SooklaU Singh, Khalim. 
Baburchi, and Krishna. Churn Dhur. Whether Mr. Cattell was 
summoned or a. warrant was issued. for his apprehension I 
know not. Be it as it may, directly he knew the complaint 
was lodged, being perfectly acquainted with the character of the 
Cherra. court from boyhood, he prudently fled by night without 
being able to stop to take leave of his family at Cherra. 
Mr. Cattell before this was marked by the Cherra. court: 
whilst he was- an assistant with Messrs. Duncan and Gibson 
a. Khasia claimed. from him in the Cherra. court for work done 
at Bunghat by order of Mr. Cattell the amount of some hun
dred rupees. It was ruled, strange to say, by the court in 
question that this was a cri.minal, not a. civil affair. Mr. Cattell 
denied liability as being only the servant of Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson, which was well known to the whole neighbourhood; 
second, 'State:! that the transactio!ls in question had taken place 
at Bunghat in Sylhet, therefore he was not subject to the jurisdic
tion of Cherra ; third, that the cgse was a. civil, not a. criminal, one. 
On rece~ving this answer the Cherrs authorities in their fouzdary 
'capacity at once decr~ed for complainant; issued a. warrant to 
apprehend Mr. Cattell at Sylhet, on which he at once applied 
to the Judge for protection, stating the circumstances. It ended 
by the authorities of Sylhet refusing to allow execution of the 
Cherra warrant on the ground of its illegality. Mr. Cattell after 
this appealed to the Political Agent on the above grounds. This 
functionary, after the rebuff from the Sylhet authorities, and its 
consequent publicity, dismissed the case. All fled except Krishna. 
Churn Dhur, who was not mentioned in the complaint. He was 
srrested, conveyed to Cherra, and, as he states, through fear of 
his life, endeavoured to save himself by resorting to a false 
defence implicating his master., All would not do: he expiated 
the offence of being in Messrs. Duncan and Gibson's service by 
three months' imprisonment and hard labour. A thana jemadar 
ordered by Magistrate- of Sylhet to remain at Choon Cherra. to 
prevent quarrels was complainell against by the Political Agent's 
son-in-law's s~rvants in the Cherra court and accused of giving 

u 
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orders to Messrs. Duncan and Gibson's servants to take away the 
former individual's limestone and be;l.t his people: summoned to 
Cherra; fined Rs. 21 ; was sent to ja.il some time before he could 
get the mont~y, where he sta:tes he was ill-used. by order of the 
jail darogah. The je'madar lost his appointment: he had given 
evidence in favour of Mr. Cattell with reference to the assault at 
Choon Cherra. This was unpardonable in the. eyes of the Cherra 
authorities. lli. Gibson had a Bengali summons with an Engllih 
translation served on him. He, knowing also the court he was 
dealing with, :fled. On Mr. Gibson's :flying. all the coal and lim~ 
stone under his charge was immediately taken po~ession of by the 
Cherra court, the worth of which on the spot was Rs. 18,000. A 
man ,named Joygobind made a complaint against Messrs. Duncan 
and Gibson for Rs. 229. As far as I can learn, he produced no 
account, but merely brought witnesses to say that they believed 
Messrs. Duncan and Gibson owed him the money. The court 
decreed in his favour, attached o.t once 5,000 maunds of coal 
at Theria worth on the spot, at 8 annas per maund, Rs. 2.500. 
This attachment remained for many months, and was not taken 
off lPltil some time in June last, when a native agent for the coal 
company paid the money. The company were put to great loss 
and inconvenience by the detention of the coal, being under 
contracts which they hOO to supply from other quarters. If the 
Cherra court had seized enough cQal, say 120 maunds, to meet the 
demand, their conduct would be perhaps unquestionable, but 
they seized all they could lay hands. A.gain, 5,000 maunds 
of coal was seized by the Chana authorities at Alloutee in the 
jurisdiction of Sylhet, merely because Mr. Gibson failed to appear 
to the summons of the Cherra :Magistrate. This was grossly 
illegal. This attachment remained for many mont~s, to the great 
inconvenience and loss. of the coal company. Not only this, but 
the Cherra court followed property sold by Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson (such as lime and.. limestone) to parties residing in or 
about Sylhet and attached it. These parties call on me for a 
refund, which of course I am unable to make. I can only refer 
them to the Chena court. They know it is no use to go there. 
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Some of this lime since being attached by this court has been 
rendered worthless by allowing the sheds which covered. it to fall 
down. The proceedings of the co?rl in question I consider to 
be altogether illegal, it being well known that property. cannot 
b" followed after being bona fide sold by the original possessor. 
Of course, stolen property would be an exception; but I 
do not apprehend the Cherra court took this view of the matter. 
It was a. wonder, under the circumstances that they had not sent 
perwa1maks to Dacca and seized the coa.~ and other property 
which Messrs. Duncan and Gibson had. sold to persons there. 
The Cherra authorities, if they could do this in Sylhet, by the 
same rule could do the like in Dacca. Mr. Cave, the 
Magistrate of Cherra, acted in this case as one of Her Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace. He therefore should act by authority of the 
common and statute law of England. First, the Charter Act says 
an English summons shall be issued. :Mr. Cave states that he 
issu~d a Bengali summons with an English translation to warn 
!fr. Gibson to appear. This certainly, I should suppose, would 
not in Her Majesty's Supreme Court be ruled to be an English 
summons, there being a. contradiction in terms. Second, I know 
of no power belonging to a Justice of the Peace to subject a party 
not appearing to a summons to all the pains and penalties of the 
English statute of Proomunire or outlawry, so as in default of 
appearance to be able to confiscate all his property. His course 
should have been, for finding Mr. Gibson, who did not appear to 
the summons, to hav~ issued a warrant, and had he succeeded in 
capturing him, to have proceeded to investigation, and if found 
guilty, fined him. If he refused to pay the fine, I believe, he 
(the Magistrate) has no remedy but that of committing him. 
Failing to effect his capture, he could proceed no further, not even 
to adjudication, much more seize all his property. Suppose the 
Agent of the Peninsular (and Oriental Company was in like 
predicament with the Chief Magistrate of Calcutta, would that 
functionary dare seize all the Company's coal or even the agent's 
private property if he failed to appeal' to a summo~ j1 I appre
hene! if the Magistrate did, Calcutta would be in a ferment, and the 
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fllnctionary so offending would not hold office many days or even 
hours, after it became justice .. 

r have now finished the precis of events from the e<.mmence
ment of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson's operations early in 1851 to 
tlie time of assuming charge myself in the latter days of June 
last. In this summary inaccuracies might have occurred, and the 
sequence of events not duly preserved; but I believe on thewhole 
the matters herein contained will be found substantially correct. 

3. On arriving here and assuming charge I found things in 
the utmost confusion; 5,000 maunds of coal, worth on the spot 
Rs. 2,500, was under attachment 'by the Cherra court on the 
complajnt of a man named Joygobind for Rs. 229. Five thousand 
~aunds of coal was under attachment at Alloutee, merely because 
Mr. Gibson failed to appear to the Magistrate of Cherra's summons. 
Although that functionary perfectly well knew the coal in ques
tion was not Mr. Gibsoh's property, but that of William Moran & 
Co., Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, long previously to this dispute 
occurring, having deposited that firm's power-of-attorney in the 
Cherra court, showing plainly that they merely acted as agents 
in the coal matters liere. A number of boats were lying here on 
demurrage; the most pressing requisitions were being forwarded 
from Dacca and_other depots for coal. Threats were being made 
by parties with whom the Calcutta Agents had contracted to 
supply coal of commencing legal proceedings for breach of the 
same, to avoid which they were obliged to purchase coal at 
Calcutta at a greatly enhanced price, and forward it to the 
points required. You yourself must be cognizant of this fact, for 
the steamer which brought you to Dacca. also brought from 
,Calcutta a supply of coal to that place purchased at the expense 
.of the proprietor~ Clf these mines. Not the slightest doubt rests 
'in my mind of the Cherra authorities having rendered themselves 
liable to an action i~ the Supreme Court for illegal seizure of 
property at Alioutee, and consequent damage. However, the 
Government not:having enforced the penalty to which the contract
tors in question had rendered themselves liable, they abstained from 
~D1 other mode of righting 'themselves than that of representing 
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the matter to yourself as being duly -commissioned by Govern
ment to enquire into cases of this character. The ~y previous to 
my arrival here (22nd June). the native agent paid Joygobind's 
demand, which released 5,000 maunds of coal; but I did not 
succeed in releasing tl1e 5,000 maunds of coal at Alloutee until 
the 11th of July, and the.!! had to go personally to Cherra 
to accomplish it. In order to do this, I was C?bliged to give a_ cer-

. tificate that the coal belonged to Messrs. William Moran & Co., 
which the Cherra ,authorities knew: perfectly well before, and 
pay for the expense of attachment, thus adding insult to injury. 
There seems to be a. strong propensity in some men, even aniong 
those who have a fair character ~or honesty and liberality, 
to rob and oppress one another according to law. 

4. I now beg leave to remark on the case of Sutchurn Om and 
Golucknath Dutt, mooktoars of itr. Inglis, versus Messrs. Cattell, 
Gibson, Duncan, Mr. Assistant Magistrate -Barkins, and others. 
This certainly is the most extraordinary case that ever came 
under my notice, emanating from a British court of justice. Be
fore,making any remarks on this case, I beg leave to preface 
that I found the attachment of th~ 5,000 maunds of coal at 
Alloutee was caused by the decree in this case. The authorities 
of Cherra after my arrival here delayin~ to release this coal, I 
had to go into its_merits, not knowing but that the case might 
have to be argued on these grounds. This matter I have else
where given precis of. On looking into the complaint before 
the Cherra Magistrate in this case, I found that Mr. Assistant 
Magistrate Larkins was implicated, that he was accused by the 
complainants before the Cherra Magistrate of aiding and abetting 
the assault upon them, then of refusing to take down their de
fence, and, lastly, of directing the darogah -to falsify their replies; 
this certainly no little astonished me. On looking further, I found 
that Nit'anund Sirear, belonging to Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, 
was positively sworn to as being present. On enquiry, I find that 
out of the 14 people sworn to by name, the Cherra court only issu
ed processes for five, viz., Messrs. Gibson and Cattell, Raspahary, 
Sooklall Singh, and Khalim Baburchi, and also for one man who 

x 
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was not mentioned beforel Krishna. Chum. T his man wa.s not in 
elude in the- original deposition, but his brother Nitanundr who was 
here and to be got hold of if required. This-latter was positively 
sworn to by the complainants. They were perfectly acquainted 
with his person. In fact, everyone knew him. Why was he n?t 

, included in the process of the Cherra court P The reason appears 
to be that the prosecutors found out, after the time of the 
complaint being made, ,that he was not at Choon Charra at all when 
the affray happened, but-that his brother Krishna Churn was, 
which latter received three months' imprisonment in Cherra jail 
with hard labour. He stat,es at the time the affray happeneq he 
wa,s in his house making rope, and further states tha.t when brought 
before the Cherta court, being so terrified, was obliged to resort 
to a false defence in order to save his life or mitigate the inevita
ble punishment to all people having served Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson. But the great and striking feature of the case is the im
plication of the Assistant Magistrate of 8ylhet. From the pro
secutor's deposition it appears that he is the principal offender; in 
fact, the ringleader; that he aided and abetted the assault, or, to 
reduce it to the least, he took no steps to _prevent a ruffianly attack 
being made on four or five defenceless individuals in his presence 
by a party Qf, according tc.the.depositions, fJ'om 100 to 150 men. 
These certainly are grave charges to be made against a public 
functionary, acting in his judicial capacity: the man whose 
office it is to keep the peace, ~ecially deputed to enquire into a 
breach of it, to be guilty of being th~ first to lead to its infraction 
That the Magistrate of Cherra evidently believed the Assistant 
Magistrate of Sylhet to be guilty, I -infer from the fact that her 
acted on the prosecutors' depositions, issuing warrants or other 
processes for the parties abovenamed, some of whom fled, and the 
single remaining one that was got hold or sent to hard labour in 
Oherra jail for three months. It is useless for the Cherra Magis
trate to say U I credited that part of the prosecutor' & deposition, 
relative to Messrs. Gibson and Cattell and others; but I did not 
believe that part relating to the Assistant Magistrate; in short, I 
believe the prosecutors to have perjured themselves in one pa~ o~ 
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their complaint, but that they spoke the truth in o~her parts." I ~ 
beg leave to say that, if this is his Iplea, it would stand good in no 
British court of justice, that the complaint must stand or fall 
as a whole. It i~ impossible to take one part and'say this is true 
and of the' other this is false. Therefore, why was not the Assist
ant Magistrate called on to answ~r for his misdeeds, the same 
as the humblest pf the lot, particularly as he was sworn to by 
the head and front of offence. On first looking into the depo
sitions in question, this most certainly staggered me. The 
reason I consider is, that it would be inconvenient had the 
Assistant Magistrate been called on to answer to the charge, 
it would have brought two courts and two officers of the Govern
ment in direct contact with each other; this could not have been 
hid under a bushel, a great deal of noise would have been made, 
it would have attracted the notice of the public of India, 
'Yould have been commented on strongly by the public prints 
to the great scandal of the Government, the whole matter leading 
to it would have been exposed, and this scandalous perversion . of 
justice by the Charra court would have been laid bare, and would 
have led to the immediate dismissal of the delinquents from office. 
This would have been death to the~originators of this prosecution. 
They had no idea of going so--fllr as to kill the hens that laid the 
golden eggs. The prosecutors only wanted to instil terror, and to 
show any parties who dared oppose their illegal and unjustifiable 
assumption of power, within the Cherra jurisdiction, who dared 
poach within their manor, that in opposing them they were 
opposing the Government of India, and to use a significant Ve
netian phrase" drawing against St. Mark." W~s the Magistrate 
of Cherra when he -did this aware of what he was doing? I 
cannot but believe that he was. However incompetent he may 
be as a Magistrate, he has sufficient sense to know the difference 
between right and wrong. It only wanted that much to knowthat 
if one part of a deposition on oath is untrue, the other is invalid. 
I believed that he, with a perfect knowledge of what he was 
about, lent himself to the originators of this prosecution, that 
he used the p<?wer with which the Government had clothed bim 
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(for the public benefit) for unjust purposeil, and that he wilfully 
and knowingly did it. Yet in private life the Assistant Politi
cal Agent is said to be neither destitute of humanity, nor any 
of the more honorable feelings for which it is in vain to search 
in the generality of his public actions. Perhaps his character 
is r~ther to be considered among the many instances of feeble 
judgment perverted to injustice and persecution, by the 
force of example and prejudice, than as stamped: by any natural 
tendency towards oppression. Whatever the motives, however. 
which actuated his conduct, the results to Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson~ their servants -and connections, could not have been 
more calamitous. 

5. On lo~king into the papers containing the original proceed
ings before the Magistrate of Sylhet, in which the prosecutors at 
Cherra, as defendants, were convicted and fined, Mr. Assistant 
Magistrate Larkins in his'report to the Magistrate of Sylhet, 
under date lOth of November 1851, No. 430, decides Choon Cherra,· 
for reasons given, to be within the boundary of Sylhet; asks if 
the land in dispute belonged to' Sona Khasia, why before this 
.had he not brought a complaint against the people of the neigh
bourhood for cutting wood on his private property? Says in 
paragraph 4, "it was proved undel" Act IV of 1840 that Sona 
Khasia held no land in the Sylhet jurisdiction"; and in paragraph 5 
states that on a certain piece of land, close to the spot in question, 
covered with dense and almost impenetrabre jungle, people had 
been in the habit of cutting wood from time immemorial for 
conveyance to Sylhet for- sale, without let, hindrance, or 
molestation from a:p.y one. Afterwards, when, according to Mr. 
Raikes' award, this spot was placed in Cherra jurisdiction, 
and the Cherra authorities had full fling, a number of :Messrs. 
Duncan and Gibson's people were incarcerated. in jail at Cherra, 

'for different periods in -terrorem, charged with cutting jungle 
for their master's service, on the spot on which, as the Assistant 
Magistrate reports, people had cut it from time immemorial, 
to their' own use and behoof without let, hindrance, or molestation 
fr~m anyone. The Assistant ::Magistra.te. further goes on to say 
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that the darogah, sepoye, and police from Cherra had frightened, 
abused, and otherwise maltreated lIessrs. Duncan and Gibson's 
workmen at Choon Cherra, and, not contented with remaining 
within 'heir own limits, had crossed into the jurisdiction of 
Sylhet on to the very spot decreed to Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson by Mr. Magistrate Buckle, whose decree was upheld in 
appeal to the Judge of Sylhet, thus clearly bringing it under 
section 7 of Act IV of 1840, under which the parties have com
plained. It is clearly, proved by the evidence taken in my regular 
'enquiry and by my own personal obs'ervation, that both the spot 
to which the Cherra darogah had advanced, and likewise that 
where the sepoys were moored, and the order was given to fire, 
'Viz., on the south· east bank of the Fenny river, are both in the 
Bylhet jurisdiction. The complaint of the duplicity of the J aintia 

. thanadar gives, as reasons for believing his complicity, that he 
evaded coming to the assistance of Mr. Cattell, although called 
upon to do so, when sunounde4 by a band of ruffian police, said 
to be sent by the authorities of Cherra, either for the purpose of 
ta.king his life, seizing. maltreating, or bullying him. Mr. Cattell 
was obliged to escape by night to Sylhet. Twenty-four hours 
after, when tho darogah knew the bloodhounds had left, he came 
to Lakadong with the whole posse comitatus, and reported to his 
superiors that he found no danger there. The Assistant Magis
trate states that the darogah in question arrived at Choon Cherra 
with a large band of Mr. Inglis' men; this certainly looks 
neither becoming nor proper to come into the presence of hi!i 
superior, provided with all the materials for a fray, with none 
of the Cherra police present to keep the peace, as there should 
have been, when an enquiry of this nature was going on. In 
concluding the report in question, the Assistant Magistrate 
records his conviction, that unless some deci&ive measures are 
taken to stop the continual nggression on the part of Sona Khasia, 
Ie I do not know what dreadful_consequences may ensue, for it 
seems evident to me that no one is safe there alone." This arguos 
certainly,8. very t1nsatisfactory state of things when such a decisive 
and damning verdict as this is passed pn the conduct of th~ 

T 
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Cherra authorities by a fellow·official of irreproacbable character, 
a man who had examined into, and knew all about, the matter, 
and when police placed by Government to protect the peaceable 
inhabitant in the pursuit of his calling, supported by thE! public, 
for the ends of public justice, ,are allowed by their Superin~endent 
to be made use of as instruments of private revenge on unoffending 
Englishmen, for no other cause than that of ~.rossing individual 
interests, and are by ruffians hunted from their houses at night, 
and obliged to fly to save their lives, like as many jackals. At 
this rate an Englishman would be safer alongside John Hikio 
Pah in New Zealand or amo~g the savages of the Fugus. than in 
the Oherra jurisdiction, the only difference, perhaps, would be 
that the latter would, after killing, boil and eat you. However, 
that would not be much odds after a man is dead; for my own 
part if the condition was to be allowed to live quietly, die a natural 
death, be afterwards boiled or roasted and then eaten, or be killed 
forthwith and not eaten, I would prefer the former. Mr. Assistant 
Magistrate Larkins, in his letter to the Oollector of Sylhet, under 
date of 12th November·1851, brings to his notice that at Ohoon 
Oherra "all is oppression on the part of the Cherra court." Although 
the Oharra executive ask aid from that of Sylhet in executing 
their illegal processes, to wit, the lime and limestone seized after 
changing hands; and the 5,000 maunds of coal at Alloutee ; still 
when .any process emanating from Sylhet (bearing on the indivi
dual interests which the Cherra executive uphold) requires to be 
served in Oherra jurisdiction, the authorities there evade doing 
so. See Mr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins' letter to the Sessions 
Judge of Sylhet, under date 24th November 1851, for the cir
cumstances giving cause to which the Oherra authorities were 
censured by the Oalcutta Sudder Court. Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson applied to the Cherra court for copies of complaint against 
them by Sona Khasia, also for copies of the depositions taken in the 
case. Mr. Oave answers that he has given copies once, that they 
shall have no more. Mr. Magistrate Buckle addresses Mr. 
Assistant Political Agent Cave, under date 24th November 1851, 
and charges the Oherra. police with acting in opposition to Act IV 
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of 1840, warning him that all persons so convicted of offending are 
~ liable to. a. tine of Rs. 20,0, or six: months' imprisonnem, or to

both tine and imprisonment. With reference to the affray which 
occurred in the presence of Mr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins at 
Ghoon Cherra, on looking into the sworn depositions taken before 
Mr. Magistrate Buckle at Sylhet, on the 11th and 17th of N ovem
ber 1851, duly authenticated by seal and signature of that official, 
one finds that Mr. E. B. Cattell deposes that on the evening of the 
17th November 1851, a.t Choon Cherra, his boat was capsized by 
Golucknath Dutt, Sutchurn Om aiding and abetting, by which 
the deponent and Sooklall Singh were thrown overboard at the 
imminent risk of their lives, until rescued by one of their own 
people; that he received infonnation that more men were in the 
neighbourhood, apparently for the purpose of an affray; and that_ 
the whole transaction occurred in the presence of Mr. Assistant 
Magistrate Larkins, who arrested the perpetrators on the spot. 
Mr. Gibson deposes on oath that, when near the above functionary, 
he saw men struggling in the water. On the Assistant Magistrate 
going to see what was the matter, he followed him, found 
Mr. Cattell dripping wet standing with Mr. Larkins. Mr. Cattell 
stated to him that Golucknath Dutt had capsized his boat, and 
thrown Sooklall Singh and himself into the water, from which he 
was rescued with difficulty. The police jemadar, on being ques
tioned by Mr. Larkins, sa~d he (the jemadar) saw Mr. Inglis' 
people jump into the river, and afterwards Mr. Cattell's boat was 
capsized. Golucknath was apprehended, and a few minutes 
afterwards Sutchurn, who stated that some of Messrs. Duncan 
and Gibson's people had pitched him in. Golucknath Dutt 
refused to answer the questions put; the matter was afterwards 
again lnvestigated, when both men told the Assistant Magistrate 
that they had been thrown into the river, but stated inability to 
give any witnesses of the fact. Mr. Duncan in his evidence 
before the Sylhet Magistrate states substantiating the same facts. 
In remarking on. this evidence, Mr. Gibson swears positively that 
the prisoners stated their inability to recognize anyone who they 
said had assaulted them. In the Cherra court these people swear 
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directly to a number of people by name. It must be evident from 
these discrepancies that wilful and corrupt perjury was resorted to 
-either on one side or the other. I say nothing about the native 
-evidence brought forward in Mr. Cattell's favour, but pass at once 
to the only disinterested party, as one who ought to be so, t11e 
Assistant Magistrate. In his report giving an account of the 
affray addressed to the Magistrate of Sylhet under date the 12th 
November 1851, No. 432i, he states- that on arriving at Choon 
Cherra, he was informed that a large number of Mr. Inglis' men 
had arrived, which excited hjs -suspicion of something wrong; 
whilst he was enquiring abo,ut it, the affray commenced, and he 
personally arrested one of the perpetrators, Gulocknath Dutt; he 
confirms Messrs. Cattell, Gibson, and Duncan's evidence iii toto; 
and says that neither they nor their people had more to do with 
the affray than being the parties attacked; in .fact, he completely 
nullifies and disproves the whole of the complaint made by 
Golucknath Dutt and Seebchurn Om in the Cherra court, and on 
this tho Assistant Political Agent bases his proceedings against 
Messrs. Cattell, Gibson, and others; while the Assistant Magis
trate states that these latter " were perfectly guiltles8." The 
Assistant Magistrate, after minutely detailing the whole proceed
ing, concluded in the following emphatic language-" This will 
give you sqme idea of the state of things at Choon Cherra, and 
the annoyance experienced there by the workmen employed, 
whom I do not consider safe for a day." This I most certainly 
consider conclusive, and is a matter needing strict investigation; 
an officer of the Government, Mr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins, 
being impli~ated. Mr. ~\'ssistant Political Agent Cave, by acting 
on Golueknath Dutt, and Seebchurn Om's complaint, I consider, 
has expressed his deliberate belief of their testimony, rendering 
Mr. Assistant Magistrate- Larkins obnoxious to the charge of 
reporting falsely i and the ,matter, as I can soo, lies entirely 
between these two functionaries. One or other must be grossly 
wrong, and for the credit of the Government, whose servants 
they are, the matter should be closely sifted, and the truth 
should be ascertained. I have only selected this one case as 
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an example. I am told that upwards of 30 cases of like nature 
were brought into the Cherra court against Messrs. Duncan and 
Gibson, or their servants merely to instil terror, and harass them. 
The originators of these proceedings may say that they were thus 
necessitated to defend their own interest; when there is a defect 
of right, an attempt is frequently made to justify oppression by 
alleging that it is a measure of necessity. Nothing of this kind 
was done in Sylhet or Mymensingh courts, merely because at 
these places justice could be got, and at Cherra not got. I have 
no need to go into the merits of any of the othp.r cases, having 
selected one as an example, supported, illustrated, and proved it 
by written official documents. If the Cherra authorities can be 
proved to have acted with gross injustice in this, it may reasonably 
be inferred that they have done so in all. On one side are Messrs. 
Duncan, Gibson, Cattell and Mr. Assistant Magistrate Larkins 
versus two natives. The oaths of four credible, educated and 
respectable Englishmen, one of whom, the Assistant Magistrate, 
we will suppose to be entirely uninterested either way, must be 
held to be unimpeachable. 

6. I first of all heard these extraordinary details in Calcutta 
from:Mr. Duncan, they 'Yere afterwards confirmed by Messrs. 
Gibson and Cattell. I naturally enquired, when Choon Cherra 
was declared to be in Cherra jurisdiction, why he had not tried 
the right of possession in Cherra court. He teplied it was 
of no use, and he only compromised his case for the following 
reasons :-the strong spirit of partisanship exhibited by the Cherra 
authorities in allowing their police to be made use of to intimi
date and bully his servants, his assista.nt being hunted from his 
house at Lakadong, his people being seized on and put in jail 
without any cause excepting that of having been in his service. 
and finally, Messrs. Gibson and Cattell ·having been ultimately 
driven from the district. These circumstances convinced him 
that he had the whole power of the local Government to contend 
with, merely because he had crossed the interests of the Political 
Agent\S son-in-law. From the publio manner in which the police 
was made use of to cru~h him, which was a matter of notoriety 

z 
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far and near, from the number of vexatious- suits brought againt 
him. and his dependant~ ~m the imprisonments which some of 
his servants had suffered, all which obtained. similar notoriety. wa.s 
in everybody's mouth, an.d patent to the whole region round 
about: from these facts he was convinced of the bias of the 
Political Agent, and that he must be, the same as other men. 
perfectly cognizant of thQ whole matter. Therefore it would have 
been useless to allow the case to be adjudicated. under him. They 
were unablE} to defend any suit in ,the Oherra court from the 
fact of not being able to get a. muktiar,. who would peril his 
property and liberty by taking up their suit; from the fact that 
no witnesses would atten4 the court to give testimony in. theit 
favour, with the certain,ty of having false charges made against 
them and being incarcerated in Cherra jail and from the fact that 
the dread inspired by the vengeance taken on. the Khasias who 
supported Mr. Jones, whose witnesses suffered both in purse and 
person for the aid they !rendered him. Mr. Duncan states that 
the reason why Messrs. Gibson and Cattell did not attend to the 
summons of the Cherra Magistrate was that, from the unscrupulous 
4iliara.cte.r of the court they were dealing with and of the party 
opposeq, to them, they were sure of its being intended, coate 
qui coate, tq impriso:Q, them. I suggested that at all events in a 
mon,th a ~t of kabeas corpus would have been served out, and 
they could have turne<l the tables. f' Four days would have been 
en,ough, in that time they would have been no more," w~ the 
answer. On my asking the reason of this most extraordinary 
assertion, they stated that all the jail officials were creatures of 
the man, with whom they had been contending, and from the 
unscrupulous way in which they had been treated, they augered 
the worst; that the Assistant Political Agent rarely or ever 
visited the jail, and they might have been dead. a week before he 
knew anything about it; that no native would eve~ appeal" from 
the sentence of the Cherra coUrts to the Supreme Oompany's Oourt 
in Oalcutta, from the dread of the treatment 11e sh-ould experience 
during the month he would have to remain in jail before the 
appeal was allowed; that the court had degenerated into a. m~r~ 



XlU.SI AND" lADrTIA. HILLS, 1853. 87 

registered office of the individual to whom they were opposed; that 
an individual named Jones had some years before exposed the 
conduct of the court in question; that whilst he was residing in 
a. low place in the interior of the hills with his lady, a party of 
the Cherra police, under the pretence of delivering a letter from 
the authorities, requesting to know whether he had a license to 
reside in the hills, with threats and menaces that alarmed 
her for her husband'slifc, forced the 'bungalow's doors,. although 
she stoOd in the verandah in a. state of the greatest agony. 
begging them to desist, with pen, ink, and paper in her 
hands; offering to give the required answer; that Mr. Jones 
a.fterwards was obliged to fly for hig life from the Cherra 
jurisdiction over the hills in the direction of Assam.; that ear1y 
in 18~9, a; charge of trespass was 'brought against him by the 
son-in-law of the Political Agent in Her Majesty's Supreme 
Court at Calcutta; that his witnesses when en route to Calcutta 
were seized and brought back from Sylhet to Charra, under a 
process issuing from the Political Agency backed by the Magis
trate of Sylhet, under a charge of perjury. Mr. Jones, thus losingr 
the benetit of their evidence, from the multiplied persecutions l "
and indignities he had suffered, shortly died of a broken heart. I 
Such are the statements of Messrs. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell, 
8candalum magnatum, as lawyers say. I do not vouch for their "
truth, I merely give them as I received them, and they must be 
taken at what they are worth. Mr. Duncan I know intimately, 
we were together for years, ex.ecuting surveys in the service of a 
great publio company, therefore I had every opportunity of observ
ing and knowing what kind of man he was. I found him the 
most unimpassioned man I ever met with; no provocation would 
be sufficient to make him lose-his temper. I also believe him to 
be a veracious and honest man, well-educated and connected. I 
do most implicitly believe that the evidence on oath which he gave 
in the Sylhet court respecting the affray at Choon Cheera was 
the truth and that he-was incapable' of allowing his position to 
bias his t~stimony. Of Messrs. Gibson and Cattelll my acquaint
lIo~ce was too slight to allow me to' say anything$ merely hanD a' 
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seen them on one or two occasions, but from general report here 
they would appear to be men of unblemished character. That the 
Cherra authorities have belore been brought to the notice of the 
Government, I know from the fact of having in my possession 
copies of letters of Mr. Jones to Mr. Secretary Halliday under 
date 18th October 1848, 23rd and 27th idem. These documents 
I found among the mine rocords, they distinctly state that the 
Political Agent will do nothing against the interest of his son-in
law, and make other grave charges. 

On the above, I beg leave to remark that it m.ay perhaps be 
said in defence, if occasional injustice has been committed by the 
Cherra authorities, that generally it was not so. Let no man 
who generously reveres the public liberty or selfishly adores his 
own, suffer even such a thought to cross his mind; the slightest 
safety for the lives and property of mankind is utterly incompati
ble with the least judicial compromise between the utmost despot
ism that enables a sultan to bowstring any subject whose wealth 
he covets, and those British rights that enable an Englishman to 
withstand and triumph over the utmost strength of the Crown 
when unjustly exerted. When once unfair influence obtains 
among the tribunals of any country, it is idle to enquire to what 
extent it may proceed; its limitE! will only be bounded by the 
limits of the power to corrupt and intimidate, the wish to screen 
or revenge; the influence, in short, of power or gold from the 
possession of a power, so irrationally gigantic, so wholly uncontrol
lable, so little responsible, how few human minds are capable of 
escaping without contamination; while therefore we blame the 
outrages into which it has led its possessors, the criminality should 
be laid less on the culprits than the system that corrupts them. 
The point, ho;wever, to be demonstrated, comes home equally 
forcible and sharp. Any of the statements concerning Mr. Jones or 
Mr. Cattell, which I have alluded to, as given me by Messrs. 
Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell, can be easily verified at Cherra, by 
enquiring of Mr. Jones,/whois residing there at present, as also 
Mr. Cattell's mother and other members of his family. 
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7. A native agent had been despatched here, selected from 
having been a vakeel in the superior courts of the Government of 
India, and therefore supposed to possess every experience needful 
in dealing with the Cherra authorities. Oli arrival here in June 
last, I found this man in charge and affairs in the utmost confusion: 
coal under attachment, and a number of boats which had been 
despatched tQ take it away under demurrage, no coal being 
brought down, in fact everything at a standstill. ~ lIe (the agent) 
had been ordered to proceed to Cherra; but, instead of doing his 
he got another man, one from his own country, and sent him 
there instead. On my enquiring the reason of this, he told me, 
if he 'went there, from what he heard in Sylhet, it would be at 
the risk of his life or liberty; therefore no money would be sum· 
cient to induce him to do so. If he had gone there, his experience 
would have been of no use, as he had been accustomed to plead in 
courts of law where justice was to be had, but that at Cherra 
there was neither. I had-to go to Oherra myself, the man whom 
he employed came to me, said he was afraid, "dumeswed," 
as the natives express it, and wished to be rid of such a perilous 
mission. I said very well, he could be off, and had to settle the 
matter myself. In a civil case in the Cherra court brought by a 
man called J oygobind, against Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, for Rs. 
229, for which 5,000 maunds of coal was attached at Tema 
(Theria) worth Rs. 2,500 on the spot, I found the native agent 
had paid the money without dispute, although the man could only 
l'ightfully claim Rs.125 ; the reason he assigned for paying the 
amount in full was his inability to get the witnesses to go into the 
Cherra jurisdiction, not one would go, he stated, if Rs. 1,000 were 
offered him, from fear of-coming under the. displeasure of a single 
individual. Everyone conversant with Bengalies will know the 
amount of dread which Buch persons can strike by working on that 
unconquerable feeling, which whispers to them that such men are 
set above the law. I have had the greatest trouble in engaging 
people to bring the coal down from the Jaintia Hills, from their 
fear of being laid hold of and put into jail, the Bame as the former 
mine servants. -Common report confirms all the statements of 
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Messl's. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell. The Sylhet officials in the 
documents I have before quoted to a great extent confirm them. 
That extraordinary case of Sutchum Om and Golucknath Dutt 
versus Messrs. Gibson, Cattell, and others, from having been 
deci~ed in directly opposite ways in the two courts on the same 
facts, shows that one or ot4er must have acted grosslY' wrongly; 
that gross perjury must have been resorted to on one side, and 
from implicating tbe Assistant Magistrate o~ Sylhet, places that 

I 

gentleman in a most awkward position. Are not these facts suffi. 
cient to stagger a man? With respect to the above matters, I can 
sp~ak still more strongly, both because I am exempt from any 
personal participation in the dispute and because the facts are 
more conclusively at command. 

I ha:ve now travelled 14 years in India, from the extreme 
north-eastern frontier of Assam to Guzerat. I have had every 
opportunity of knowing the official character of the different 
judicial officers of the Government, and seen their modes of pro
cedure; some I have seen do occasion!).l arbitrary acts, but 
systematic wrong, I am, as an Englishman, proud to say, I never 
knew them to be guilty of. I am sorry I cannot say the same at 
Cherra : from the facts before stated I am compelled to say that 
1 believe the authorities there are partisans of the individual who 
was opposed to Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, have identified them. 
selves with him, and been guilty of systematio wrong in pursuit 
of a calling. honorable in prollortion to the principle with which 
it is exercised. 

8. Having brought these matters to your notice, I no~ res
pectfully beg leave, if within the oompass of your authority, that 
you will 'settle to whom Choon Cherra belongs, the agents of 
Messrs. Duncan and <;1ibson or Mr. H. Inglis. By doing this, on~ 
of the most fertile causes of quarrel will be removed. I shall in
tarpose no technical difficulties, if in my power to do so, but meet 
the cas~ entirely on its merits, only wi8hing that right may take 
place. The question of jurisdiction makes very little difference 
to me"whether it is in Cherra or Sylhet, Jf the same jurtice is tQ 
'Re ~ad a o~e :place as tbe o4er, t4at is the gravame~ of the 
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matter, and the point on which it turns., As to Mr. Assistant 
Political Agent Cave settling the case, he is unable to do it, he 
does not know how. If you doubt this, you have only to make. 
him settle a case or two before you, taken at random from tho file. 
He has a very slight knowledge of the language, when adjudicat
ing on matters becomes confused, flounders about, gets like a ship 
between two highlands in bafHing winds in the doldrums, can 
neither go ahead or astern, founders, down he goes. If it is seen 
that a judicial officer has not that common sensa which leads to 
a knowledge of human nature, and therefore cannot sa.tisfactorily 
discharge the duty of his station, he should not be permitted to 
retain his office. The Political Agent, from the bias he is known 
to possess, I should not consider an impartial person. The indivi
dual filling such an office as this should carefully avoid all parti
sanship, his deliberations should be grave, decorous, courteous, and 
firm. The representative of the Government being a ruler, chief 
and elder of the people, ought to bear meekly and suitably his 
high honour, and do justice thereby to those he represents. I 
should, under the above circumstances, feel obliged by your set
tling the right of possession to Choon Cherra yourself, if possible. 
With regard to a Khasia interpreter, should it be required in any 
C3t;e in which I am concernen, I should have a great objection to 
an individual named Shadwell, connected with the Cherra court, 
p,s I am credibly, informed that in the case of Mr. Hainforth 
against the Cherra people, he as interpreter falsified the evidence. 
1\lr. Pryse, a Missionary here, who speaks Khasia, would be, I 
consider, the proper man, if he would allow his services to be 
made use of. 

9. My leading object is to put forth a clear and temperate 
exposition of existing evils and to suggest such rel}ledies, com
plete or partial, for these evils as may appear to be practicable 
and efficacious. I would therefore beg leave to recommend the 
abolition of the Political Agency altogether, making Cherra a 
Joint-Magistracy of Sylhet; and that the Officer Commanding the 
military be restricted to his military duties, and' execu~e the re
q.uisitions of the civil officer. . I see no necessity of continuing the 
pead<Juarters of the Sylhet Light Infantry at Cherra ,; an ~nsigll 
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with 100 men would be sufficient for all the duties in the 

I hills, for the fear-stricken Khasia wants upholding rather than 
~epressing. The headquarters in my opinion should be at 
Dudpatlee, so as to be at hand to protect Cachar from the Loo
c~yis (Lushais), and be a support to the Mynpoories (Manipuris) : 
they might also d-o the statioI1- duties at Sylhet, Commlllah, and 
at Dacca. 

2nd. Should the Government consider imposing regulations 
on the Khasi Hills inapplicable to' the present state of the popu
lation, then let them put a competent Magie.trate in charge, the 
l:iame as in Cachar, with an appeal to the Judge of Sylhct. 

3rd. If the Political Agency is to be continued, then let them 
remove the, present Agency, and put others in their place. I beg 
respectfully to say that some change must take place that will 
render life and property safe. Property one may lose elsewhere 
without repining, for the gains of one place compensate for the 
losses of another, but a man's life is a venture which cannot be 
apportioned or divided; but is lost all on one cast when it runs into 
danger, and in no part of India does that danger meet him.in so 
fearful and repulsive a form as in Cherra. Men will for a very 
small reward, or even for sport, face the open danger of the field; 
but to know that from these things you are protected' by no 
innocence of life, by no courtesy of demeanour, by no liberality, by 
no justice, by no mercy, by no sacrifice short of your means of 
livelihood, by no popularity, is a trial which shakes the )lerves 
of the'boldest and renders men ready to brave anything anywhere, 
rather than wither within under the feverish and agonising 
anxieties of life in the Khasi Hills. I beg leave to ask, what 
has raised the imports into Inw!L from 6,000,000 of t>ounds sterling 
in 1834 to '14,000,000 in 1849, the exports from 8,000,000 in 
1834 to 18,000,000 in 1849. From the capital, enterprise, and 
skill of tlie British merchants take away seC'lll'ity to life and proper
ty, and both exports and imports will sink more repidly than they 
have risen. Sho11id the present system be allowed to remain some
thing serious may occur. Some Englishman will perhaps come 
here whose English s-:pirit$ will not brook his property being ilIe .. 
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gaIly, s~i~ecl before his eyes; his servants being imprisoned. merely 
because they served him. and being bullied in his own house by 
a :t'1lffian police (who are paid by the publio for his protection). 
aud finally being hunted down like a jackal and irretrievably 
ruined, he will perhaps think that having lost aU his earthly 
goods and suffered multiplied indignities, besides that his life is 
of very little value. will resist to the death, and blood will be shed. 
This will make so great a noise and excite so much public atten
tion, that through the force of public opinion the Government 
will be obliged to change the administration under far different 
circumstances than they can do at present; now they can do it 
with credit to themselves; in the case supposed, with discredit. 
The case I have assumed is by no means an hypothetical one; if 
the authorities spoken of go on in the way they have been going 
the last five years, and emboldened by the impunity they have 
enjoyed from bad to worse, it is likely to occur. I beg leave to 
record my conviction that if the Government leave matters as 
they are they are only maintaining a political a~ency, with above 
half a regiment of infantry, with police, for the sole use and 
profit of one individual, and illustrating the fact that the well
being of a province does not necessarily comprehend the well
being of alZ its members. Necessity has no law, it is absolutely 
necessary that the wretched system of misrule which exists should 
be speedily dealt with, immedicabile 'DU lnu8 recidendum est cultro. 
As far as I am concerned, the Cherra court is of no use to me. I 
have only to incur the displeasure of one individual, and not a 
muktiar will plead my cause, or a witness give testimony in my 
behalf, if I paid them Rs. 1,000 for so doing. In fact, the Cherra 
authorities overshot the mark, the court has lost the con1i.dence 
of the entire public, consequently the administration of jw;tice 
has become a nullity, a. bye-word, and reproach. Until this curse 
be rooted out there can be no solid prosperity, a few gleams of 
hope there may occasionally be, for who can help hoping for the 
future of a. tract so richly endowed by nature, but solid prosperity 
there can be none till a man feels his life and property is safe on 
Khasia ground: Another point to which I beg leave to drawyour 
attention is the rendering the Second in command of the Sylhet 

2B 
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Light Infantry, Magistrate of Cherra. The individual in question 
may be an excellent regimental officer, but he may want all the 
qualities necessary for the administration of justice. In my 
opinion, you may as well take a good civil Magistrate and put him 
into a regiment as Second in command, as vice vei8~. The man re
quired is one who has an opinion of his ownl who is well acquaint
ed with the difference between right and wrong, and whose ideas 
are brought under such pz:oper regulation that he is on all occa
sions anxious to do what he thinks ought to be' done; this is the 
kind of persons from whom we are to expect the fa.ithful discharge 
of every species of duty. 

10. Supposing the company with whom I am connected take 
contracts with either of the great Ocean Steam Companies for the 
supply of coal, and the Cherra authorities illegally seize th~ coal 
or intimidate the workmen so as to stop the working,-this has 
been done already, what guarantee have we that they will not do 
it again? Were they to do this (under the above supposition), what" 
to the contractors would -most likely 1>e the inevitable consequence? 
The mails are stopped; the Government comes down on the Steam 
Company, they on the contractors, and the loss of Rs. 2,00,000 
would be the result; as the Companies in question would take no 
less security than this. In a Political Agency, with no appeal 
except to Calcutta, the only guarantee possessed by individuals 
residing in their jurisdiction, that the authorities will not abuse their 
overgrown power, lies in this hope alone, that the humane feelings, 
honourable disposition, ar~d just conscience of the possessors will 
withstand the temptation to err, and under every disadvantage act 
rightly. It may be said the Cherra authorities would be liable 
for any illegal acts to an action in Her Majesty's Supreme Court. 
This may be so, but befofp. going to this expense it would be as 
well to be certain that"the authorities had the money sued for in 
case of a verdict against them, otherwise one should derive no 
benefit to say nothing of the whole expenses of such a suit. 
:Besides, it would be extremely difficult to get any witnesses out of 
,the Oharra territory under the present regime, as it is probable the 
whole power of the court w~uld be e~erted to :prevent it, or the 
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witnesse may be arrested on other charges, as in the case of Jones, 
so as to prevent their being made use of. A state of the law which 
permit matters being transacted in this way is not easily squared 
with our common notions of even-handed justice, to which English
men are extremely sensitive, and causes a chronic sorj3ness which 
it is always well to remove. In an undertaking with which the 
interest of the Government is so greatly mixed _up as coal 
mining, they ought to show a zealous and scrupulous anxiety 
to give the parties embarking their capital fair play. However, 
to return to my subject, all this has to be considered and weighe-<l 
well by the merchant or minor before he stakes lakhs of rupees 
on the issue, gathering useful lessons from past experience. We 
may say, however, there is no misrule, no adversity, no disappoint
ment in life that does not leave behind it some serious and useful 
moral I and, although one vessel founders and sinks yet its masts 
often stand in the shoal witter as beacons to warn others of its 
fate. The first thing a merchant looks for is security for life 
and property, and this, according to the accounts and examples of, 
those who have gone before, the present Cherra jurisdiction does 
not afford. It is a fact beyond dispute that Messrs. Gibson and 
Cattell were obliged -to fly to avoid getting into the hands of the 
Cherra auth:>rities. l\Ir. Duncan fled before. I know beyon<I. 
dispute they were ruined; they state they fled for their lives; 
Mr. Jones is said to have done the same, and to have diea 
afterwards of a broken heart. If Mr. Jones' conduct was 
such as to justify a departure from ordinary rules, at least 
the principles of substantial equity and right should have 
been adhered to in the manner and spirit of the proceedings; but 
the violators of the forms of justice still more atrociously 
trampled upon its spirit, as he was judged by people composed of 
his bitterest enemies, whose escape from the consequences of 
their own delinquencies absolutely depended upon his extinction. 
Four respectable Englishmen have been obliged to fly from the 
Cherra jurisdiction to save their lives. All that a man has will 
he give in exchange for his life, and little w.ill broad domains or 

_lucrative returns avail him if his steps are clogged by false 
accusation8, and his thoughts iisturbed by the reasonable appre-
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. 
~e~sio~ of. ~ sudden, and violenf;~ death. These matters were so 
w~~-known,in (Jalcutt,a that ~t was~ with extreme difficulty the 
'[ll'oprietors, of the coal mines could get any European t~ under
ta~e their m~nagement; 'it was only after an i.nterval of several 
~onth~ t~ey succeeded.. ~he facts I have mentioned are noto
t:iou~ ~n, th,is, :r;teig4bourhood, and, must be well known to the 
Go,vemme;nt. s~rva~ts in Sylhet, ,whether Civil or Military, and. 
if the Political Agent is :t;lot cognizant of them, all I can say is 
t~t he. must be like LenthaU, the slleaker of .the long Parliament, 
an,4" b,ave neithe~ ~yes to see nor ears to hear." Be it as it is, the 
'\f4ol~ population believe the Cherra court to be a partial one, 
it has en,tirely los~ their confidence, which has destroyed its useful
n,eSg a~ a cou~ 'of justice. Let us see what the slightest suspicion 
~~ Ullfait'ness Qosts a courf; in England. About four years since 
the l'alace Court in Westminster was suppressect for making an 
unjust decision, respecting the sale. of a house. The aggrieved 
party exposed the transaction in the columns of the Times, which 
led to the immediate suppression of the court. About the same 
time Mr. Lang, one of the London Police Magistrates, at Hatton 
Garden was removed from his office for merely telling a female 
~tness in his court that "he would not believe her if she swore 
her eyes out." Mr. Ramshaye, the Judge of the Liverpoor 
Qounty Court, was removed from his office by Lord Carlisle, Chan
cellpr of the Duchy of Lancaster, for mere infirmity of temper. 

Slight grounds such as these are supposed to incapacitate a 
man for the bench in our own country; right and wrong. I appre
hend is the same in India as in England. In Calcutta, some 
years since, Mr. O'Hanlon was removed from the bench because 
he, in his private capacity, made some unjust assertions on a 
gentleman's character. If the history of the doings in the Cherra 
liills were succinctly printed in a pamphlet, transmitted to London, 
and given publicity to by the English press,-a press the first in 
'the world for the ext~nt of its information, for the completeness 
of its facts, for the largeness of its views, for the science of its 
d~tails, above all for its magnificent independence,-I beg leave to 

. fIlay if the~e details and the documents on which they are based 
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were in the hands of parties in London opposed to the interests of 
the Indian Govel'llment, and made publio through the above 
medium, at t,tte present juncture, it would no doubt do the East 
India Company harm; but from the extraordinary nature ot th~ 
details they would need modification, as they would appear to 
the bulk of mankind too incredible to be believed. "Truth is 
strange," according ,to Burke," stranger than fiction "; those who 
desire the illustration of the apothegm need only to have lived at 
Cherra the last five years. 

Thus, Sir, with an openness and candour which I hope will 
ever characterize and mark my conduct, have I complied with 
the request contained in your circular to the Collector of Sylhet, 
desiring him" to intimate to European indigo-planters and tra
ders of your district the probable time of my arrival and inform 
them I shall be happy to receive from them verbally or in writing 
any complaints which'they may have to make on points con .. 
nected with the criminal, civil, and fiscal administration or any 
suggestions which it may seem to them expedient to offer for my 
assistance and consideration regarding the state and course of 
trade generally, improving the easy transport of commoditties 
especially such as are of extensive demand in commerce." I beg, 
leave to state that I have given all the information in my posses
sion concerning the criminal statistics of the district asked for by 
you in the first part of .your letter. Make life and property 
secure, I shall then have much pleasure in giving all the inform
ation asked for in the latter part of the document referred to; 
without the former, the latter is of no use: The nuisance com
plained of is intolerable, and I do hope you will use your best 
endeavours to put a stop to the iron rule to which aU in the terri
tory in question have so long been forc~d to submit. It has been 
my purpose not to reproach; not to revile; not to menace; but 
strong in hope and faith, to encourage enquiries such as you are 
deputed to make; as far as in me lies, to assist the endavours of 
the Government of this country, whose advances in the right 
direction I shall ever feel more pleasure in setting forth and illus
trating than in commenting on its falling sbort. It is in no 

2 c 
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factious, in no querulous spirit that I have set about my present 
task. The only way to consecrate a.uthority is to a.dminister it 
righteously, wisely and kindly, and with that unctio~ it is sure to 
be loved and reverenced, to pass from the Governor-General to his 
subordinates,-from father to son with expanding influence and 
improving vitality. I have now in furnishing these details done. 
as becomes every Briton, my duty to God, my country, and 
myself. Let the Government of India do theirs. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Dated Cherra Poonjee, the 80th August 1853. 

From-A. J. M. MILLS, Esq., Officiating Judgel Sudder Court, 
To-The Assistant to the Political Agent. 
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I have the honour. to request tha.t you will afford to me such . 
explanation as you may have to offer on certain points connected 
with your proceedings in the case of Golucknath and Sheebchurn, 
complainants, against Messrs. Duncan, Gibson, and others which 
will be found below. 

It appears that Rajkissore, muktiar of Mr. H. Inglis, pre
sented to you a petition on the 12th November 1851, accom
panied by a letter from the complainants to their master. It is 
alleged in this letter that they were sent bJ' their master, Mr. H. 
Inglis, to act on his behalf in the local investigation which Mr. 
Assistant Larkins was deputed to conduct in regard to the bound
ary between Sylhet and the Jaintia Hills; that they arrived 
at Choon Cherra on the evening of Friday the 7th; that they 
were proceeding to speak to Mr. Larkins, who was standing on 
the hill, a short distanc e off in company with Messrs. Gibson 
Duncan, and Cattell; that on seeing them the above-named 
gentlemen in the presence of and with the complicity of Mr. 
Larkins and accompanied by about 100 or 150 armed followers ran 
towards them; that the complainants fled across the river in a 
dinghy j that the rioters followed th~m; that Messrs. Cattell and 
Gibson seized Golucknath, shoved him into the water, and repeat
edly attempted to drown him; that Mr. Cattell flung Sheebchurn 
into the water, and with others brutally maltreated and attempted 
to drown him ; that the rioters plundered their effects, ~d, lastly, 
that Mr. Larkins unjustly made them defendants, refused to take 
down their defence, and directed the darogah to falsify their replies. 
On this you desired the Magistrate of Sylhe~ to send the com
plainants to your court, he replied that they were under trial 
before him, and nothing fUftb,er was done by you in the matter 
until the 5th January 1853, when on the p~tition of the 
~~plainants you revived the case, toolt the de,J?ositions of th~ 
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complainants, and upon the faith of their statements and of the 
evidence adduced by them you convicted one Kissen Churn, a 
mukt~ar of Messrs. Duncan and Gibson, and sentenced him to 
three months' imprisonment with hard labour, and issued warrants, 
and took other steps for the arres~ of Mr. Gibson, Mr. Duncan, 
Mr. Cattell, and two other ~atives. In the meantime, the Magis
trate of Sylhet had arraigned the defendants (the complainants 
before you) on the charge preferred against \hem 'by Mr. Cattell, 
who swore that he got into a dinghy with Sooklall Singh to see 
who was in the boat in the stream, when two ;men jumped off 
their boat, swam to his boat, pushed Sooklall Singh overboard, 
caught hold of the side of the boat, upset it, and immersed him 
in the water, but with what intent he could not say. This 
statement was supported by the evidence of Messrs. Gibson and 
Duncan, and of other witnesses, as also by the official report of 
Mr. Larkins. Mr. Larkins stated that, on hearing the disturbance, 
lie ran down the hill, jumped into a boat and pushed off to the 
scene of the riots, where he found a boat upset, and heard a. noise 
as from persons struggling in the water; he pulled the complain
ant Golucknath, who was in a state of nudity, out of the water, 
and found Sooklall Singh and Mr. Cattell dripping wet. :Ml'. 
Duncan stated on oath, "I observed some of his people calling 
on those in the boat to come up before the Magistrate. Imme
diately two of Mr. Inglis' men jumped off their boat into th~ 
river, one of them struck out swimming directly across the river, 
the other swam around the corner into the small Choon Cherra. 
I saw our chaprasi,cSooklall, get into a boat, when they reach
ed the middle of the river the boat was upset." Mr. Gibson 
stated on oath, " Mr. Larkins went up to a hill about 30 yards 
from the ghat to speak to his darogah, who was there. I follow
ed behind, and perhaps two minutes afterwards I heard a noise 
below, and saw some people struggling in the water in the Jeang 
river about the centre. [then called on Mr. Larkins to interfere 
and keep the :peace. " 

Mr. Larkins then and there held a summary enquiry into 
the matter and recorded his ~pinion "that there had been a 
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brutal unprovoked assault committed by Mr. Inglis' people, and 
that Messrs. Duncan, Gibson and Cattell, and albo aU their 
people, were perfectly guiltless." 

In their defence before the Magistrate of Sylhet, the defend
ants pleaded that Messrs. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell after con
Julting in English with the Assistant Magistrate, aided by 100 or . 
150 persons, attacked their boat, stripped them, attempted to 
drown them, and otherwise ill-used them, but they namel no wit
nesses, and on being questioned by the Assistant Magistrate, 
stated that they knew the faces of their witnesses only, and would 
point them out to the darogah. At length, they named four 
witnesses, who deposed in some meaj)ure to the truth of their 
defence. 

The Magistrate, cred.iting the statement of Mr. Cattell and 
the evidence adduced in support of it, and disbelieving the de
fence, found the prisoners guilty of pushing SooklaU Singh over
board, and upsetting the boat, and sentenced them to pay a fine 
of Rs. 50 each, and on failure of p'tyment to two months' s£mple 
imprisonment. 

The detendants appealed to the Sessions Judge, reiterating 
the pleas set forth in their defence, and accusing the Assistant 
Magistrate of complicity. The Sessions Judge recorded his rea
sons at some length for disbelieving the defence, ' and upheld the 
conviction. 'Ihe defendants then made a . special appeal to the 
Nizamut Adawlut, who called on the Sessions Judge to state 
what precise charge he convicted th~ prisoners of. He replied 
that he convicted the prisoners of wilfully aS8l1ulting Mr. Cattell, 
by upsetting the boat and throwing him into tpe water. The 
court set aside the conviction on the technical ground (without 
calling for the papers) that this finding of the Sessions Judge 
was not deducible from the terms of his former fip.dmg, as stated 
in the roolJOcari of convict~on. 

The above is the precis of the facts of the case, and the first 
point calling for explanation is under what circumstances you. 
considered yoursalf justified in reviving the case, the charges 

• 21> 
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which it involved haYing\ been thoroughly enquired. into, and
thrown out as unworthy of belief by a competent court. The 
other points are as follow : 

Secondly.-How it happened that you passed judgment in 
the case without taking into consideration the proceedings 
of the Magistrate and the Sessions Judge, and the official 
report of Mr. Assista;nt Magistrate Larkins. 

Xhirdly.-As Mr. Larkins was charged with complicity in 
the riot, why did you not call on him to answer for his 

, misdeeds. 
FourtMu.-If you believed Mr. Larkins was falsely accused 

by the_complainant, why did you not take his evidence, 
especially as he was named by the defendant Kissen 
Churn as a person who witnessed the whole trans«ction. 

Fiftkly.-Underwhatlaw did you act when you attached the 
personal property of Mr. Gibson, a European British 
subject, for disobeying your summons. 

Sixtkly.-How came you to seize 5,000 maunds of coal as 
the property of Mr. Gibson, when it was known to you 
that Mr. Gibson was only the Agent of the Coal Com
pany, having previous to the dispute occurring deposited 
in your office a power-oi-attorney Jrom his employers, 
showing that he was' only an Agent in coal matters, 
here. 

With your reply I request you will forward a copy, together 
with at translation, of your judgment in the case. 

Da.ted Cherra. Poonjee, the Slst August 1853: 

From-Lieutenant G. N. C4VE, ASJ:lista.nt to the Political Agent in the 
Khasi Hills, 

'To -The Offg. Judge, Sudder Court, on deputation. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 30th August 1853, containing a precis of tho cases be
tween,Messrs. Duncan, Gihon, and others, and Golucknath and 
Sheebcburn, in both the Sylhet and Cherra courts, conceIning 
which you require my explanation on six different points. 
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1. In reply to the query why I considered myself justified in 
reviving the case after it had been gone jnto. and disposed of 
in the Sylhet courts, I beg to state that it was with extreme 
reluctance I entertained the catie in the first instance, but the 
complainants Golucknath and Sheebchurn showing that they had 
been seized by defendants on the north bank of the Choon Cherra, 
tha t is within the jurisdiction of this court, I did not see how 
I could refuse them the opportunity of obtaining the redress they 
prayed for. 

2. With regard to my passing sentence without considering 
the proceedings of the Sylhet officers, I would state that th~ 
defendant sentenced by me was not concerned in the Sylhet case 
Moreover, I quite understood that the setting aside by the Sudder 
Court of the conviction of the Sessions Judge was tantamount to 
an acquittal-that is, not proved. Under this impression, thel'e
fore" I did not see the necessity of considering those proceedings 
I did, however, make application for the case which was refused 
me, but it was my intention to have submitted. the whole of the 
proceedings to the Sudder Court, on obtaining the answers of 
defendants to the charges laid against them. I would merely 
remark, with all respect to the experienced officers who conducted 
the Sylhet case, that I do not coincide with their finding. That 
two :Bengalis, one a weak ~nd ~maciated creature, should attempt 
to assault three Europeans (two of whom possessed more than 
ordinary muscular power) in presence of the Assistant Magistrate 
is scarcely credible. 

3. With respect to the asserted complicity of :Mr. Larkins, I 
must beg to say that I see no reason why I should call for expla
nation from him. The complicity would seem to eXlst in his 
holding conversation with Messrs. Duncan, Gibson, and Cattell, 
and also in the manner of his summary investigation. He re
mained the whole time within what was then considered his own 
district, and therefore I considered he was beyond any int~rference 
on my part. 

4. Without expressing any opinion as to whether Mr. Larkins 
was falsely accused or not, I must acknowledge that, as defendant 
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Jrissen Churn sta.ted he (Mr. Larkins) witnessed the whole 
transaction, it would ha. ve been as well if I had req uired his 
evidence. The' prisoner to the best of my recollection did not 
press the matter, and cited three other native witnesses. The only 
;reason I can gire for not calling upon Mr. Larkins, was a dim· 
d~nca 'Q.ndel' such circuDlstances in calling on a person holding hi3 
office. i have Been a letter of Mr. Larkins,.in which he states 
that he could not see anything, but. whether before or after the 
sentence of Kissen Churn I do not remember. 

5. Respecting the 5th qq,ery. as to under what law I attached 
,Mr. Gibso:n's personal property, I must state that, as it has been 
the custom of this office to treat European Britisq subjects as 
,other people, l wa~ guided by the general Regulation respecting 
non·attendance on summons, viz. J Regulation XX of 1817. 

6. In reply to the question why I seized 5,000 maunds of 
coal as the -property of Mr. Gibson,' he being merely the Agent of 
the Coal Company, I beg to state that it was shown by complain
,ants tha.t Mr. 'Gibson had stated he was a shareholder in the Com.
panY', and I can, call to mind more than one conversation between 
11:r. Gibson (lnd myself in which he stated the same fact. Under 
these circumstances, I considered myself justified in adoptin~ 
-the measure to secure the defendant's attendance. 

The coal was released from ~ttachment immedia,telyon the 
pres,ent .Agent filing a. written certificate to the effect that lira 
Gib~o:g. ha.d no perl!onal interest in the same. 

• Appendi.l. F. 
I forward herewith, according to your desire, 

a copy of my judgment,- with its translation. 

Dated Cherra. Poonjee, the 1st September 1853. 

From-A. J. M. M:lLLs, Esq., Offg. Jqdge, Sudder Court, on d~put&4 
tiOD, ' 

To ..... ·1 he Assistant to the Political Agent. 

I have to acknowledge the re~eipt of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo, submitting explanation on the points noted in my letter 
of the 30th, and to re~uest that you will forwa:rd to me a. copy o( 
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the document in which it was shown by complainants that Mr. 
Gibson was a shareholder in the Company. 

2. I beg to correct an error in your 2nd paragraph, which you 
have fallen into, wherein you state that it is scarcely credible 
that two Bengalis should attempt to assault three Europeans in 
the presence of the Assistant Magistrate. Such was not even 
the charge made by Mr. Cattell; he stated that he' and a chap· 
rasi were in a boat, and that the defendants swam to their boat, 
pushed Sooklall overboard, and wilfully upset the boat. Mr. 
Gibson was standing with Mr. Larkins up the hills, lIr. Duncan 
was standing some short distance off, neither of them stated that 
th3 defendant attempted to assault them, and Mr. Larkins affirms 
that the darkness and mist at the time were such that it was 
impossible for anyone to have seen what took place, unless they 
were close to the place. 

Dated Cherra Poonjee, the 2nd September 1853. 

From-Lieutenant G. N. CAVE, Assistant to the Political Agent in 
the Khasi Hilla, 

To-The Oligo Judge, Sudder Court, on deputation. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 1st September 1853, and in reply to your requisition for 
copy of document in which it was shown by complainants that 
lIr. Gibson was a shareholder in the Coal Company, I beg to 
state that no document was put in; the c~mplainants verbally 
stated that it was notorious Mr. Gibson had asserted. the fact, 
and, as I have before mentioned, I was aware of it myself. 

Colonel Lister can also confirm this fact. 

2. I acknowledge, with reference to paragraph 2 of your letter, 
that my expression assault on three Europeans is incorrect accord
ing to the charge made by Mr. Cattell, but I would submit 
that it is correct in fact. From the ch'lracter of the locality 
the parties must necessarily have been within a stonethrow of 
each other, and any attempt by the natives on one of the Euro
peans would instantly bring the others to the rescue. In plam. 

2D 
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words. then, I would maintain that it is incredible to suppose 
that well-informed natives proceeding as special muktiars to the 
Assistant Magistrate's inquiry should attempt any violence on 
his immediate proximity, b~ing well awa.re that he was on the 
spot. I would also maintain that the nature of the attempt 
stated is incredible, as that ,would suppose that swimmers could 
successfully contend with those in a boat i the numbers being 
"011$1.1_ 
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APPENDIX F. 

Translation of judgment incase of Goluclcnath and Sheebchurn 
17erSU8 B.B. Gibson and other8. 

It was proved at the hearing of the case by the evidence 
adduced by plaintiffs that Gibson and other defendants assaulted 
plaintiffs ~ the manner set forth in the plaint. 

Kissen Churn Dhur, defendant, now present, is proved to be 
implicated, and although defendant states that he did not join 
in the attack on plaintiffs, and produces two witnesses to that 
effect, yet the statement is not worthy of credit, for defendant 
shows in his answer that he, being Mr. Gibson's servant, was 
with his master when the assault was made. It is evident that 
his statement that he did not join in the assault is merely to evade 
the charge made against him. For this reason it is considered 
proved that Kissen Churn, defendant, joined with Gibson and 
others in the assault upon plaintiffs. 

It is therefore ordered that Kissen Churn, defendant, for this 
crime shall undergo three months' imprisonment with labour, and 
a parwana to this effect is to be issued to jail jemadar. The case 
is to be in abeyance pending the arrival of remaining defendants. 
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APPENDIX G. 

lIy D'I!1r Sir, 
Oherra Poonjce, 29th August 1853." 

In accordance with your kind request I now have the pleasure 
of jotting down for your information a few statistics regarding 
our trying labours among these superstitious denizens of the hills. 

We have both a commodious and conveniently-located school 
at each of the three villages of Cherra, MaGsmai, and Maomlu. 
But I am "sorry to say that they are almost empty owing to the 
lamentable indifference of the population to all educational 
efforts. They have each faithful teachers, the salary of each:>f 
whom is Rs. 5 per month. But in each of the three schools the 
number of the scholars is not more than 4 or 5. 

We have also two schools, which are very promising, in the 
vaU~yt\ to the west. One in the large village of SheIla. The 
3.verage number of scholars is about 50. In this village also we 
have 10 hopeful candidates for baptism, and many earnest 
inquirers. 

The other is at another large village called Nongewar (Nong
war), which has been commenced only about a fortnight ago. 
The number attending this school is not ascertained correctly as 
yet, but we infer_from the earnestness and energy of the villager~, 
that the schpol must be full. _ 

This very gratifying disposition of the people was manifested 
by the cheerfulness with which they put up the school 'at their 
OW1J expense, and by their frequent journeys here to me, for the 
purpose of earnestly applying for a teacher. 

In another neighbouring village, called Nongkrob, we have 
two aged con verts, man and wife, and one middle-aged man, with 
whom also are associated in their regular assemblings for Chris
tian worship about eight hopeful inquirers. In this village no 
school is erected as yet, but teaching in the vernacular is going on 
in -private huts. 

In Nongbah, another neighbouring village, a majority of the 
villagers are aroused up likewise to the exercise of favourable 
dispositions, influen('~ in a great m~asure, no douht, by the above 
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examples contiguous to them. Some of the headmen of this 
village have already been to me, pleading their causes, consequent
ly there will be another opening in this village ere long. Some
thing in this way is gradually going en in the valleys to the west 
of this in other villages also. 

And now with respect to our mission station here, which is 
callcd Nongsa.,wlia 'I'he boys' school nu~bers 30 and the 
girls' school ;1.5 duri~g the year, 22 of these are supported by the 
xnission,. We p.ave also a little church gathered here numbering 
abou.t 24 ,converts, which asseD;l.btes ;for mutual edi,fiqation ,in 
Christia,n experienc~ every Wednesday. We have two very 
promisin,g Khasia native preachers. brought ,up and educated by 

- \18. We have two services on ,the Slbbath h~re, the congregltion 
numbering on the average from 80 to 100. In the eyen,ing also 
services are held at Cherra and l\1aosmai IIchoollJ. 

I regret t9 say that there is no regiJ,rd paid to education -in 
this country; we have tried to induce them by giving them 
prizes, etc., but nothing st'ems to avail. In the village on the 
hin here contiguous to this, there is a great number of grown
up men and women learning to read here and there, who are 
taught by our people from the school, who visit them early in 
the mornings and late' at night in their huts, much being done 
in this way towards creating a reading population. You will 
perceive from this, that the valley people are much more promis
ing than those on the hills. The chiefs give us no help, nor do 
they give any good example to the people, by sending their own 
children, nephews, and others, to be educated. Not one of the, 
chiefs are able to read themselves, and the Cherra ehier is a great. 
opponent to education; both he and his headmen are always 
speaking to the people of t~e unprojitahleness of education. They 
rejoice in being able to decoy anyone away from our station, and 
will even go out of their way and subject themselves to consider
able trouble, to induce the villagers to cease attending our schools, 
and where they can they will resort to violence. 

Perhaps, Sir, you in your official capacity will be seeing some 
of them, and if you could by some means bring educat~on to 
their notice, and urge .upon them to send those connected with 

2 E 
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------,:------------------------
them, I should feel truly grateful to you. Or could you happily 
by some regulation encourage educational efi\)rts in this country 
literally perishing for the lack of knowledge. I should most 
sincerely rejoice, not to speak besides of the deep gratification 
your own mind would experience, in witnessing the felicitous 
results of the same in all future time. 

I would liere in connection with this matter humbly and 
respectfully suggest to you, with regard to' this country, the 
substance of 'the following extract with regard to Muttra in the 
Upper Provinces, which I haye only recently met with, viz., II On 
account of a Government order that all ranks of the publio 
service shall learn to read, and that no new policemen are to be 
engaged but such as can rpa.d-the Hindi, the detdre for books is 
at present very great throughout the community." 

..d greae n1Jlmber of interesting facts are connected with the 
above statistics, but I fear that my communication to you already 
will be deemed by '10'u too tedious .. 

I remain, &0., 
WILLIAM LEWIS. 
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APPENDIX H. 

Statement of Increase and Deereale 0/ E,tahli,hment in the Kltas. Rill, • 

.4. the E.ta'iJli,hmmt .tood 011 lit Jlau .d. the E.tabli.hmllflt .tood 011 30th .4pf'11 
1848. 1852. 

:a .... p. ..,. .. Po 

Polillcal Agent ••• 400 0 0 Political Agent ..• 

AS8i&tant to Political Agent ••• 400 0 0 Assistant to Pohtical Agent •.• 

European medical officer 24 4 0 European medical officer 

400 0 0 

150 0 0 

100 0 0 

English Office and Nativ, 
E.ta'iJli,hment. 

Engli.h O/Jit'e and Native 
Elltabli,hm6J1t. 

Clerk •.• 

Sberishtadar aod treasurer 

Moha6z 

2 Mohurrirs at Rs. 15 each 

Durtry .•• 

4 Chapraeis at Rs. 6 ea"h 

1 Jemadar 

1 Ditto 

3 Duffadars 

Jail. 

80 0 0 Clerk ... 

liO 0 0 Sherishtadar and treasurer ... 

20 0 0 Moha.6z 

SO 0 0 2 Mohurirs at Re. i5 each 

6 4 3 Duftry 

24 0 0 4 Chapralia at Re. 6 each 

15 0 0 J emadal' 

12 0 0 1 Duffadar 

Jail. 

22 0 0 2 Dutfadars at Rs. 7 each 

80 0 0 

60 0 0 

20 0 0 

SO 0 0 

64:3 

24 0 0 

12 0 0 

800 

14 0 0 

34 Burkuudazes, 33 at CO.'I 
Rs. 0, one a.t Sieea Be. 5... 170 3 7 25 Burkllllda.zes at Rs. 5 each 126 0 0 

2 Convict duffadara 2 0 0 2 Convict duffadars 2 0 0 

2 Do. blacksmiths 2 0 0 2 Do. blacksmiths 2 0 0 

2 Do. carpenters 2 0 0 2 Do. carpenters 2 0 0 

Native doctor 25 0 0 Na.tive doctor 25 0 0 

PoIN', 

Mohurir 

5 Burkundazes, 1 at Sicca Re. 6, 
4 at Company's Rs. 6 
eaoh 

Interpreter 

Khasia jemadar of police 

Polic,. 

12 0 0 Mohnrir 

5 Burkondazes at Re. 6 each 

30 , 3 
7 4 11 Interpret"l 

\ 

Khasia Jemadar of police ... 
26 2 0 

(1) 16 Khaqia sepoys of pollee, 
(1) 16 Kbasia sepoys of police, 7 7 at Slcta Rs. 5,7 at Com-

at Sicca Rs. 5,7 at Company's pany's Rs. 13 ... ... 
:Rs. IS ... 113 9 2 

12 0 0 

3G 0 0 

7 411 

26 2 0 

112 15 1 
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Establishment at Mg"ong (Yawang) and 
Nungklpw (Nongkhlao). , 

Rs. .. p • 

Mohv.rir 8 I) 0 

Interpreter at Sicca. Re. 12 12 8 7 

Khasia. coolio sirdar 8 '5 7 

Sirdar in charge of stage-bouse 10 7 2 

Raj mistree 8 0 0 

Kbasla hM udal' of police 1Z 8 , 
(?) 4 Seroys of pohee at Com-

pany's Re. 1 ... ,. 28 0 0 

:£atablis ltme7}t in the J aintia Rill,. 

Superintendent for supplies 
Bnd coolies 

Intel'preter _ 

4- D!k hnrkaras at R3. 6 

Superintendent of loads 8ud ir.-
terpreter at Cherra. ••• 

Su).' erintendent of roads, lower 
hill$ '" 

Lower gaard illterpreter 

to () 0 

10 () C 

24 O'G 

8 0 0 

1'0 ·0 0 

6 ,0 CJ 

Total Compan) ~8 .. .1.629 14 1 
, c 

EBtabl;8nment lit Algrong (Jlairang) lind 
NungkZQW (Nongkhlao). 

b. .. , . 
. Mohurir 8 0 0 
Interpreter 12 0 0 

Khasia co"he shdar 8 0 0 

SU'd",t in cbargp of sta~e .. 
bouoe 10 7 'll 

RaJ mistrce 8 0 0 

Kba,,1.8. havildar of police 12 8 7 

(1) 4 Kha.1.8. tlepoys of ~oline 
at Company's RII. 7 cac ... 28 0 0 

Establl.hment'7I the Jaintia B.lI,. 

Superintendent 
and <:oQhes 

for supplies 

Inte rpreter 

4 DAk burkarM at Re. 6 each 

uperintenoent of ro"ds at 
Cberra and iutel preter ... 

SnperIDtl'ndent of lo .• ds. 
lower .bill~ ~. 

Lower guard interpreter 

10 0 D 

10 () 0 

24 0 0 

8 0 0 

10 0 0 

600 ----'.fotal ~onrpany'8 •. l,?93 lO 0 

Increa8! and Detf"'eale. 

INOREASI!l. 
'Ba ... p. 

Increase in the salary of tbe Eo-
ropea.n medical officer 75 12 0 

Total .incl:ease 7512 '0 

JUDICIAL AGENT"S OFFICE; 

~HASl HILLS, 

The 1st JulU 1853. 

DRCRlua .. 
JIa. .. p. 

Reductio!. in 'the salary of the 
.Assi.ta ltto l'ohtica.l Agt:lit 250 0 0 

I .rail jemada.r ... 15 0 0 
9 .r a.il burkunda.zes, each Co.'s 

Re,6 46 0 CI 
Batta. 2 0 1 

----.- .. -
Total Dec1tl:a~e CO.'8 ... 312 '0 1 

F. G. laSTE~, Lt.-'Ool., 
Political Agent. 
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OPFICI.JL CHA.RACTER OF OFFICERS. 

Oolonel Lister, Political Agent.-When the massacre at Nung
klow (Nongkhlao) took place, Colonel Lister was in command of 
the Sylhet Light Infantry, and in the protracted contest with the 
Khasias which followed he took a cOllspicuous part, and 
displayed great perseverance and courage. His name struck 
terror to the hearts of the Khasias. 

He has not, I think, been sufficiently impressed with the 
importance of developing the capabilities of the Khasi and 
J aintia Hills, and of enquiring into the circumstances and 
state of Administration in each village, -especially in J aintia, 
which is under our sole control, and in the dispensation of justice 
his (~ourts have not given satisfaction; but his political authority 
he has wielded with discreetness and~are, and has maintained 
tIle tranq,uillity and p~ace of the country in a remarkable 
manner. 

Lieutena'lt Ouv'!, Assistant to the Pulitical AfJent.-I have 
spoken at length of the official cbaracter of this officer in my 
report on the district. He is a well-intentioned zealous officer, 
and, under a superior well acquainted with the rules and practice 
of the courts, would do well; but at presep.t he wants experience. 
It would be to his own advantage, I think, to remove him. to a 
less responsible office. 

lJr. Fletcker.-This officer has acquired the highest charac
ter for himself for his professional skill &Jld devoted attention to 
his duties. 

CALCUTTA, 

The 27th September 1853. 

A. J. M. MILLS, 

Officiating Judge. 

J11inute by tlte Most Hon'ble tke Governor of Bengal, dated 16th 
November 1853. 

The report by Mr. :Mills upon the Agency of the Khasi 
Hills unhappily confirms the correctness of the belief which was 
entertained of the necessity for enquirip.g in that quarter, and 
of ~ close1 superintendence than has hitherto heen given by the 
Government of Bengal 

2F 
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2. The report is satisfactory in regard to the tranquillity of 
the tribes in the Khasi and J aintia Hills, and in respect to 
their improved and improving condition. But revenue there is 
none; there is no law, and as little justice. 

3. It is quite necessary that a remedy should be applied to 
this state of things as soon as possible. 

The circumstances which are described in the report render 
it difficult to find a full remedy. The peculiarity of :nIr. Inglis' 
position leaves little probability of a thorough reform being 
effected, so long as his father-in-law, Lieutenant-Colonel Lister, 
retains his position as Political Agent, while the acquittal which 
Mr. Mills accords to that officer of all criminality, and his 
recognized services, political and military, would hardly admit of 
his being removed frem the Agency, especially as he will 
necessarily vacate it during the next two years by reason of his 
promotion in the army. 

4. Still the evil may be, in some degree, corrected, both by 
giving public evidence of dissatisfaction of the Government, and 
by limiting the powers whose existence affords scope to the 
presep.t objectionable practices. 

5. The proper arrangements, I think, will be to place the 
affah:.s of the Khasi and J aintia. Hill s in the hands of the 
Commissioner of Assam, in the same manner as has already been 
done with the Garo Hills on the one side, and Northern Cachar 
on the other. The jurisdiction of the Commissioner would then 
extend from our northern frontier to the limit of the regulation 
provinces. I am not aware of any objections that could be made 
to this plan. 

6. For the present, and till the promotion of Colonel Lister 
admits of its being carried into full effect, I think that measures 
should be taken for improving the present Agency by changing 
the Assistant and by limiting the powers of the Agent. -

Mr. Mills' report shows, I think, a very unsatisfactory 
discharge of his duties by Lieutenant Cave, the Assistant. I 
think he should be removed from civil office, and that some other 
officer of the corps should be appointed Assistant if anyone 
among thelll is qualified, 
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The powers of the Agent should, I think, be limited to 
small cases. All heinous cases and all appeals should go to the 
zillah judge at Sylhet. I believe this change can be effected 
under the present regulations. 

7. Before, however, this opinion -is acted upon, extracts of 
Mr. Mills' report should be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Lister and 
Lieutenant Cave, respectively, in order that they may have an 
opportunity of making any remarks which they may desire to 
()ffer upon those portions of the report which refer to them. 

8. With respect to the revenue of these lillls, I am neither 
desirous of extracting much, nor sanguine of getting any. There 
does not appear any good reason, however, why Cachar should 
pay revenue and Jaintia none. I think therefore that the 
Agent should be directed to proceed during the present cold 
season into the J aintia Hills, and to prepare a full report, as 
suggested in the note by the Secretary, on revenue, civil and 
criminal justice, and all other matters connected with the 
administration of that c1istrict. 

The 16th November 1853. DALHOUSIE. 

Dated Fort William, the 24th Novemb2r 1853. 

RESOLUTION. 

Read a report from A. J. M. Mills, Esq., dated the 27th 
September 1853, with enclosures, on the Khasi and J aintia 
Hills under the administration of the Political Agent. 

The most Noble the Governor of Bengal having taken the 
above report into consideration, and having recorded a minute 
thereon, dated the 16th instant, is pleased to resolve as follows. 

2. A copy of paragraph 4 will be sent to the Board of 
Revenue with a request that the proceeding 

Tlansfer of land in connected with the transfer of land in the 
.. xchange for the sutlon • • 
.of Cherra l'oonjee. plams of Sylhet to the chief of Cherra in 

exchange for the. village d Cherra Poonjee 
may be expedited and brought to a conclusion. 
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3. Paragraph 9 and that portion of Lieutenant-Colonel Lister's 

Mincral~. 
letter No. 57, dated 1st July 1853, relating 
to the mineral productions of the Khasi 

Hills, will be taken into consideration in connection with Professor 
Oldham's report on the Lakac10ng coal mines, and the one he 
has promised on those of Cherra. 

4. The statements given in the 9th nnd five following para
graphs, as to the improvement in the con

CondItion of the people. 
dition of the inhabitants of the Khasi Hills 

I 

the extension ot cultivation, the development of mineral resources. 
the result of missionary education, the increase of traffic, and the 
cessation of all disturbances, both as among the chiefs themselve~ 
and as between them and the inhabitants of the plains, afford 
evidence of the advantages that have attended the arrangements 
of 1835, whereby the Khasi Hills were taken under the 
management of a British Agent, and a pra~tical control exercised 
in a greater or less degree over the several chiefs who were at 
that time either subdued or gave in their adhesion to the British 
Government. 

5. The 15th and two following paragraphs show that in the 
Agent's jUlisdiction. case of Cherra, and in that of the four 

other States noted in the margin, with whom no treaty was made, 
Khyrem (Khyrim). the criminal and civil jurisdiction left in the 
Lingree (Langrio). • • 
Nustung (Nong>toin). hands of the chIefs has been In practice 
Nlspong -(NoogspunO'). Ii . d t ~ h' h II h ' . ., mlte 0 cases In W lC ate parnes are 

.subjects of the chiefs exercising it, and that in all the other 
States, nineteen in number, the chiefs have been further invari~ 
aMy required to make over all heinous cases to the Agent for trial. 

6. In the Khasia villages of Cherra, Maosmai, Sohbar, and 
Mamlu (Maomlu), in which the Agent exercises sole jurisdiction 
and in the whole of the Jaintia territory, it seems to be th~ 
practice for the sirdar or headman of each village or circle 
of villages to investigate and decide petty cases subje~t to an 
appeal to the Agent j but as regards the Khasia villages at 
least no such appeals are ever p~e£erred. It is to be inferred 
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that all cases not comhlg under the denomination of" petty" 
are taken up and decided by the Agent or his Assistant, but 
the information on this :point is not precise. 

7.· The judicial forms observed both in the Jaintia. and the 
Khasi Hills, that is to say, it may be presumed in the purely 
native trIbunals, appear to -be of a b~rbarou~ character, are 
said to be accompanied with fC cruel ordeals." Those in the 
Jaintia courts are reported by the Revd. Mr. Lewis, a 
missionary, to be tedious and expensive, p.nd to :he bitterly 
complained of. 

S. Nothing c:;tn be more indefinite than the instructions 
that were given to Lieutenant-Colonel Lister when the 
agency was first formed, and no steps seem to' have been since 
taken to give them precision. He was empowered to fine 
to 'the extent of Rs. 500, and to imprison for two years, on 
proceedings held before him as Magistrate, and with, the 
assistance of the punchayet, to imprison for five years. All 
cases of a heinous nature he was directed to send to the 
Sudder Court. He was further told as a general ru1e to consider 
those villages under his jurisdiction "which have become 
ours by .right or conquest, but that in those vil:lages which 
have all along retained their independence - or have been 
restored by us to tbeir former chiefs" he was desired only 
to exercise political control. In cases of a civil nature the 
Sudder Court was empowered, on an inspection of the Agent's· 
periodical returns or on a petition being presented to' it, to 
call for and revise his proceedings. 

9. By Act No. VI of 1835 the Agent in political charge of 
the Khasi Hills was placed in civil' and criminal cases under the 
control and superintendence of the Sudder Court, and it. was 
declared that such control and superintendence was to be exercis-

-ed in >conformity with the instructions of GovernDlent, but no 
further instructions seem ever to have been given. The orders 
under which the whole territory of Jaintia was placed under· 
the Political Agent of the Khasi Hills are da.ted the 30th March 
~835, and is~ued from the :Forei~ Departmen~. ~he plain 

2G 
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country was a~terwards transferred to Cachar, and ultimately 
annexed to Sylhet, where it now remains. :But the hills have 
continued under the administration of. the Political Agent, and 
the Sudder Court have exercised control over his proceedings 
therein by virtue of a special law passed, in reference to another 
country, before Jaintia was annexed. It would therefore certainly 
appear that in this portion of the J aintia territory justice, such 
as it is, is administered under very _doubtful aathority. 

10. Mr. Mills also doubts whether Act No. XI d 1836, 
whereby the jurisdiction of certain civil courts was extended over 
a1\ persons without reference to descent, is in force in the Khasi 
and J aintia Hills, and points out the inconvenience attending 
the' existence of such doubts in respect to a locality whither 
numerous Europeans resort, not only as 'a sanitarium but in 
prosecution of various kinds of enterprise. 

11. Under the circumstances briefly sketched in the six 
foregoing paragraphs, Mr. Mills recommends "the enactment of 
a .complete set of rules and procedurQ suited to the usages and 
institutions of the country," and for the furtherance of this end 
~e suggests" that a careful enquiry be made into the. customs, 
habits, and institutions of the Jaintia territory." 

12. It is for the obvious advantage, not only of those- over 
whom the British author~ties exercise direct jurisdiction, but also 
'of the saveral chiefs to whom a kind of qualified indepe~dence 

has been either exp~essly or tacitly reserved, that the paramount 
and direct authority of the Britis1t Government over the whole 
assemblage of these petty chieftainships as well as over the 
remainder of the territory comprised within the agency, should be 
asserted and' proclaimed- in legal form. It is with a view 
therefore not to extend the interference of the British authorities 
in the affairs of these semi-independent chieftainships or to alter 
the kind or degree of subjection in which they are now' placed, 
but rather t.o legalize the power which has been heretofore 

- exercised therein by the Agent invariably and without question, 
and at the same time to place the authority of ~he Agent in 
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regard to the rest of the territory under his charge on a clear and 
intelligible footing that His Lordship proceeds to issue the 
following directions. 

13. A copy of the 15th and fiftee:O. following paragraphs of 
Mr. Mills' report will be sent to the Agent with instructions 
either to proceed himself or to direct his Assistant to proceed 
during the ensuing cold season into the Jaintia Hills, and after 
ascertaining with precision the forms of justice now in use, 
tho objections felt to them, and the ex.tent of authority or 
influence possessed by the sirdars or dullais (dollois), he will dra.w 
up and submit for the approval of the Government a simple code 
of rules of civil and criminal procedure adapted to tLte circumstances 
of the whole territory, and more particularly calculated to secure 

-the due administration of justice among a barbarous people. 

14. The rules should be framed generally upon the model 
of those recently published in draft for Arracan and 'fenasse
rim, modified only so far as to suit the less civiHzed condition of 
the Khasi and Jaintia tribes and the peculiar position in which 
the Government is placed in regard to some of the chiefs. 

15. To e:lch of the' five principal chiefs mentioned In the 
16th paragraph of Mr. Mills' report, His Lordship would leave, 
conformably to the terms of the agreement made with the Chief 
of 'Cherra and to subsequent invariable and unquestioned practice, 
the trial of all cases, civil and cr~inal, in which his own subjects 
alone are concerned. 

16. The position of the other nineteen chiefs may also remain 
the sap],e as it is at present, but it must be clearly defined in the 
rules. 

17. In the four Khasia villages administered by the Agent, 
and in the whole of the Jaintia Hills, it may be advisable 
that the sirdars or dullais (dollois) should still continue under 
certain checks to ex.ercise jurisdiction in petty cases ; but the people 
should be encouraged to resort to the Agent for redress, either 
against private individuals or against the constituted village 
authorities in order that the power of the British Government 
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\may be practically felt and acknowledged, and the abuses and 
)unlawful practices alluded to by Mr. Lewis effectually put down. 

18. A. copy of the foregoing thirteen paragraphs and of the 
portions of :Mr. Mills' report to which they tefer will be sent to 
the Sudder Court for information. 

19. It is not the intention of the Governor on the present 

R 
occasion to' demand from any of the 

evenue. • d • semi-In ependent KhaSla chiefs any 
additional payment either by way of revenue o:r tribute-, although 
the expense incurred in protecting them from mutual aggressions 
and securing to them the advantages of peace- and good govern
ment, might weH justify such a measure; but His Lordship sees no 
necessity for remitting the payments which, imposed under the 
name of :fine for spec:Uic offences~ have become a part of the fixed 
and regular income, of the territory. In regard to the Khasia. 
villages, exclusively British, and to the whole of the Jaintia. Hills, 
it is clear that the Government is entitled to receive asrevenue a.t 
least such, portion of the produce as went into the hands of the 
former :rUlers, though levied in a more objectionable form than 
could. now be permitted. That the country is capable of yielding 
revenue and contributing in some degree towards the expense of 
its government may be fairly infel'fed from the fact that the 
:p.eighbouring territory of North Cachar bears a-considerable- !Jond 
increasing assessment, and that those portions of Jaintia which 
were for a time under the Collector of Sylbet and have recently 
been transferred to the Cherra jurisdiction have been leased on 
advantageous terms, and now yield an annual return. Moreover, 
it'is well known that individuals who have embarked on mining, 
quarrying, and agricultural speculations in the hills have done 
so under the expectation of large profits, which in some instances 
at least hllve been realized. 

20. Therefore, in communicating a copy of the 31st and nine 
following paragraphs of Mr. Mills' report _ to the Agent, he will 
be desired, d,uring h;is to-ur in the present cold season into the 
Jaintia Hills, carefully to enquire into the resources of those 
hills and of the four Kha&ia villa~es aboya referred to, and to 
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ascertain and rep:>rt whether it is practicable to obtain a revenue 
for the State at a reasonable cost of collection, and if so, by what 
means and in what form it may be most advisable to assess and 
collect it, whether in the shape of a land or house tax: or in any 
other way. 

21. At the same time the Agent, with reference to the 41st 

Police. 
and 42nd paragraphs of lIr. Mills' report, 
should enquire into and report on the state 

of crime throughout the territory and suggest any practicable 
means (either through the village police or otherwise) of suppress
ing crime. and bringing its occurrence to notice. 

22. A copy of the 43rd to the 46th paragraphs of the report 
will be sent to the Agent, and his attention 

Criminal and Civil • d h d b 1I,f' 
Justice. WIll be rawn to t e remarks ma e y J)'~r. 

Mills with reference to the unnecessary 
detention of witnesses and to the disinclination of the Assistant 
to exercise his powers of summary jurisdiction. A copy of these 
paragraphs and of the instructions issued thereupon will also be 
sent to Sudder Court for information. 

23. The 47th and fifteen following paragraphs relating to the 
complaints preferred against the Agent and 

CnmplAint of Mr h A' d 
Sweetland. • is SSlstant by Mr. Sweetland, an to the 

proceedings of Lieutenant Cave in regard to 
the disputes on the Choon Cherr3. between Mr Inglis on one side 
and Messrs. Duncan and Gibson on the other, will be forwarded 
to the Political Agent, in order that he and Lieutenant Cave may 
have an opportunity of making any further remarks which they 
may desire to offer on the subject. -On receiving the Agent's 
reply, His Lordship will consider what measures may be neces
sary for placing the civil administration of these hill tracts on a 
more satisfactory footing. 

24. A copy of paragraph 64 of Mr. Mills' report will be sent 

Edocation. 
to the Council of Education. His Lordship 
regards with- great satisfaction the testimony 

2 II 
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borlle, to the earnest zeal of the Revd. Mr. Lewis and the encour-
aging; though a~: yet m_ode~te, success which has attended his 
1~b9~i.: 

. 25. Instead of establishing a vernacular schQol, as Mr. Mills 
suggests, a. measure of wJrich, from the experience of :Mr. Lewis, 
the success would seem to be more than doubtful, it appears to 
-His Lordship that a more promising way ofaiding the diffusion of 
knowledge among the inhabitants of the Jaintia and Khasi Hills 
will· be to give assistance to the missionary either in the way of 
salaried teachers for secular instruction, or by defraying a. part of 
the cost of translating and printing suitable .books either in 
Bengali or in the spoken language of the hillmen, reduced to 
writing, as may be thought most likely to lead to success. The 
absen~e of religious prejudice, and almost of religion, among the 
Khasias and other hill tribes in that direction removes the objec
tion that might be taken to the promotion of secular instruction 
by the ,Government in other parts of India through the means of 
missionary aid. But before taking any decided step involving a 
departure from the ge~eralline of policy observed by the British 
Government, His Lordship will consult the Government of India. 

26. A copy of paragraph 65 will be sent to the Military Board 
for explanation, with reference- to their report to Government, 
No. 10094, dated the 20th February 1852. 

27. The state of the jail as described in paragraph. 66 is 
satisfactory. His Lordship is pleased to sanction the alterations 
in prison dress recommended by the medical officer. ' 

28. The Agent will be requested to report, with reference to 
the 67th paragraph of Mr. Mills· report, what reductions it is 
practicable to effect in the jail establishment. 

29. The Military Board will be directed to take immediate 
measures for the repair of Mr. David Scott's monument, which 
~ill hereafter remain in charge of the Department of Public 

Works 
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30. The Governor desires, that his best thanks may be 
conveyed to Mr. Mills for the full and complete report he has 
furnished, and for. the care with which he has conducted his 
enquiries. 

C. BEADdN, 

See!J. to tke Govt. of Bengq,Z. 

Ordered that a copy of the foregoing Resolution be forwarded. 
to the Judicial and Revenue Departments for the issue of such 
orders as'may be necessary from those departments. 

No. 2116, dated Fort William, the 24th November 1853. 

From-W. GORDON YOUNG, Esq., Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
To-A. 1. 1I. MILLS, Esq., Civu Service. 

I AM directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal to 
'aCknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th September last, 
with enclosures, submitting your inspection report on the Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills, and in reply to convey to you His Lordship's 
thanks for the full and complete report you have furnished, and 
for t.he care with which you have conducted your enquiries. 

2. I am directed to forward, for your information, the 
accompanying copy of a resolution recorded by His Lordship on 
the subject. 

No. 591, dated Fort William, the 24th November 1853. 

From-W. GORDON YOUNG, Esq., Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
To-The Secretary to the Council of Education. 

I AM directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal to 
forward herewith a copy of paragraph 64 of Mr. Mills' report on 
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and to state that lIis Lordship 
regards with great satisfaction the testimony borne to the earnest 
zeal of the Revd. l.rr.'Lewis, and the encouraging, though as yet 
moderate, success which has attended his labours. 
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No. 593, dated Fort William, the 24th November 1853. 
From-W. GOR.DON YOUNG, Esq., Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
To-The Oiig. Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department. 

I am directed by the most Noble the Governor of Bengal 
to transmit herewith a copy of an extract, paragraph 64, of 
M.r. Mills' report on the Khasi and Jaintia Hills regarding the 
state of education in those' places, together with a letter from the 
Revd. W. Lewis therein alluded to of the 29th August. -

2. His Lordship has intimated to the' Oouncil of Education 
that he regards with great satisfaction the testimony borne to the 
earnest zeal of the Revd. Mr. Lewis, and the encouraging, though 
as yet m.oderate, success which has attended his labours. 

3. Instead, however, of establishing a vernacular school, as 
Mr. Mills suggests, a measure of which, from the experience of 
}\fr. Lewis, the success would seem to be more than doubtful, 
it appears to His Lordship that a more promising way of aidin~ 
the diffusion of knowledge among the inhabitants of the Jaintia 
and Khasi Hills will be to give assistance to the missionery 
either in the way of salaried teachers for secular instruction, 
or by defraying a part of the cost of translating and printing 
suitable books either in Bengali or in the spoken language of the 
hillmen, reduced to writing, as may be thought most likely to lead 
to success. 'l'he absence of religious prejudice, -and almost of 
religion, among the Khasias and other hill tribes in that direction 
removes, in his Lordship's opinion, the objection that might be 
taken ~o the promo,.tirm of secular instruction by the Government 
in other parts of Ipdia through the means of missionary aid. 
But before taking any decided step involving a departure from 
the general line of policy observed by the British Governments 
HiR J.ordship requests that you will submit the question for the 
consideration and orders of the Governor-General in Oouncil. 

Extraat from a llesollttion lJ]J the Most, Noble the GO'Dernor of 
Bengal 0[& liR. A. J. 11. MILLS' report l!n the Kha8i and 
Jaintia Rills, dated 24th November 1853. 
:r All-A., 26.-A copy of paragraph 65 will be sent to t~e Mill· 

tary :Board for explanation, with reference to, th~ir report to 
Government, No. 10094, dated the 20th February 1852. 
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No. 2186, dated Fort William, the 24th November 1853. 
Memo. by-We GORDON YOUNG, Esq., Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal. 

Copy of the above extract forwarded to the Military Board 
for their information and guidance. 

Extract/rom a Resolution b!J the Most Noble the Governor of 
BengaZ on MR. A. J. 11. MILLS' report on the Khasi ana 
Jaintia Hills, dated 24th November 1853. 

PARA. 29.-The Military Board will be directed to take 
immediate measures for the repair of Mr. David Scott's monument, 
which will hereafter remain in charge of the .Department of 
Public Works. 

No. 2174, dated Fort William, the 24th November 1853. 

l\Iemo .. by-W. GORDON YOUNG, Esq., Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal. 

Copy of the above extract forwarded to the Military Board 
for their information and for the issue of the necessary orders. 

2 I 
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