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n E P 0 It T 
ON THE 

ADMINISTUATION 
OF THE 

COSSYAH AND JYNTEAH HILLS TERRITORY. 

No. 917. 

FROM 
. W. J. ALLEN, ESQUIRE, 

Memher of the Board tif Revenue, on Deputation, 

To 
A. R. YOUNG, ESQUIRE, 

Secretary to the Gooernment of Bengal, 

FORT WILLIAM. 

Dated Cherra Poonjee, the 14th Octoher 1858. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to report the result of the inquiries which I 
have made with reference to the orders of Government, No. 116, of the igth 
of January 1857, into the existing method of administering the Civil, Criminal, 
Revenue, and Genecal Affairs of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hill Territory. 

2. Mr. Mills visited Cherra Poonjee in August 1853, and his report on 
that district contains a full and complete representation of the state of affairs in 
these Hills at that period i it seems necessary, therefore, to notice now only what 
may have occurred since then, to explain what measures -have been adopted 
subsequent to 18S3 for the improvement of the administratiol1 of public affairs, 
and to show what has been the practical effect of those measures. 

3. The Civil functions of the Political Agent in the Cossyah Hills, and the 
Command of the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion, which had been conjointly 

• No. 525. 
held by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister since February 1835, 
were separated from each other by Orders· of the Most 

Noble the Governor of Bengal, dated the 11th of March 1854, and the General 
Civil and Political Administration of the Cossyah and Jynteah HilI Territory 
was transferred to an Assistant attached to the Assam Commission, who was 
placed /I precisely on the same footing as the other Principal Assistants in 
the Province of Assam." 

4. Mr. C. K. Hudson, Junior Assistant Commissioner, was deputed by 
the Commissioner to Cherra Poonjee, as an Officiating Principal Assistant Com
missioner, and took charge of the district on the loth of April 1854, from 

B 
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Lieutenant G. N. Cave. who was officiating as Political Agent during -the 
absence of Lieutenant-Colonel Lister. who had proceeded to 'England on sick 
leave. 

5. It appears that the Commissioner of Assam gave no instructions what
eve~ to Mr. C. ~. Hudson. in regard to the manner in which his duties were 
to b~ conducted; but. being an offic~r of the Assam Commission. Mr. Hudson 
very nt,turally and properly considered himself bound. in his official proceed
ings. to follo\l'. as much as possible. the rules. orders and practice of the Assam 
Courts. No public Notification. however. ,has been published. either by the 
Government or the Local Authorities. regarding the transfer of this district to 
'the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of, Assam. and the public has never been 
officially informed what iaws. rule,,; and regulations are in force in this Hill 
Territory. 

6. Before proceeding to make any general remarks upon the state of affairs 
in these Hills. I purpose to notice the allegations and accusations contained in 
the Memorials a,nd Correspondence referred to in the 2nd paragraph of the Govern .. 
ment orders. and shall endeavour to show what the facts reaUy are which han! 
been represented in such different lights by the contending parties. Messrs. 
Coleman. Haddan and Brownlow. and certain Calcutta Merchants, wish to 
make out that Mr. H. Inglis is a lawless oppressor and a monopolist. who up
holds and carri~s on his nefarious commercial speculations by fraud and violence, 
whilst Mr. Inglis stigmatizes his opponents and accusers as a noisy knot of 
unprincipled and reckless adventurers. who are endeavouring to encroach upon 
a,nd ruin his long-established and legitimate trade in th,ese Hills. by tampering 
witli·the Hill people. with whom he has comrrercial dealings. and by exciting 
them by false and delusive promises to repudiate their lawful engagements 
with him. 

7. When I arrived at Cherra poonjee at the end of March, 1857. I sent 
from the offic~s of the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee and 
the Magistrate of Sylhet. for all the cases in which Mr. Inglis and his opponents 
had been concerned. and SOOI1 afterwa,rds Messrs. Coleman. Haddan, Halford 
Brownlow and othet' Gentlemen came to Cherra Poonjee to make known their 
grievances personally to me. I have received from the Sylhet Magistrate 2' 
cases, and from the Cherra Court 36 cases. aU of which I have very attentively 
examined and considered. The gravest of the charges and complaints made 
ilgainst Mr. H. Inglis and the persons supposed to be his dependents and par~ 
tisans. are those of Messrs. Cole.man. Haddan and l3rownlow. l shall, therefore. 
proceed to report upon them first. 

S. I found that, although the offences charged by these three Gentlemen 
had been committed in the Cherra jurisdictiol1. no legal proceedings had been 
taken by them in the Cherra Court; complaints had been made to the Magistrate 
of Sylhet. and certain inquiries had been instituted into them by that officer, 
but no final orders had been pa5~ed. It appears that when these cases were 
first reported. both the Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Sylhet 
Ma~istr~te entertained doubts as to whether the place where the offenc~s h"q 
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----------------------------------------~ 
been committed, was in the Sylhet or the Hill district j this question might have 
been easily and immediately settled by either of the District Officers, but no 
decision thereon was given by either of them for more than five m:lnths. From 
inquiries which I have made there can be no doubt, in my opinion, that the 
Cherra Court had jurisdiction in these cases. 

9. When 1 asked Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Halford Brownlow, why 
they have not prosecuted their charges in the usual manner in the Cherra Court, 
they replied that they felt no confidence in that Court, because it was under the 
influence of Mr. H. Inglis, and they moreover stated that they did not dare to 
enter the Hill Territory again till they were guaranteed personal protection 
against Mr. Inglis and his sen·ants. I pointed out to them, that it was not too 
late to proceed with their cases in the Cherra Court j but they declined doing so, 
and stated that the inquiries made by the Magistrate of Sylhet clearly proved 
their charges, and that they were willing to ~est their cases on those proceedings. 
They added that their witnesses were not then at hand, and that they could not 
afford the expense and trouble of another prosecution. They furthermore repre
sented, that their present object was not so much to procure the punishment of 
the offenders, as to demonstrate and prove to the Government how great were 
the difficulties and dangers that beset Merchants and Traders who sought to 
establish commercial intercourse with th::se Hill people, owing to the baneful 
influenSfLancl illegal and violent proceedings of Mr. Henry Inglis . 

. --1'0. When the matter fook this turn, I forwarded all the papers of these 
cases to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and instructed him to allow Mr. 
Inglis and all the other parties accused, to inspect the records, and to submit any 
defence or explanation they might desire to offer in regard to the statements that 
had been made against them. I also directed the Principal Assistant Commis
sioner to take any evidence that they might be able to bring forward to rebut 
these grave charges. 

I J. These orders have been caref~lIy carried out by th~ Principa.l Assistant 
Commissioner, and the cases are now complete enough to enable me to form an 
opinion in regard to their merits. 

12. The facts of Mr. Coleman's case, as they appeared in evidence, ara as 
follows: 

13. Mr. Coleman left Sylhet on the evening of the 6th of October 1856 to 
proceed to Cheyla Poonjee, whh the view of trading with the Cossyahs of that 
district j he seems to have been attended by a Moonshee, about 25 or 30 men, 
said to be coolies, and three or fOllr personal servants. He arrived at Kuppreya 
Bazar, in the Cheyla district, on Wednesday, the 8th of October 1856, and took 
up his quarters in a tent which had been pitched not far from the place where 
the Bazar is held. In the afternoon of the following day, the \'" ahadadars, Bur 
Doloye, Berrajan, and a large number of Cheyla Cossyahs, came round the tent 
in a tumultuous and disrespectful manner j they were kept back, and eventually 
forced to retire by Mr. Coleman's people. Some slight scuffie ensued, and the 
Wahadadar and the Cossyahs seized and carried off Mr. Coleman's Cossyah 
s~rvant "Sooroop." It appears that this man wa:; taken to the house of thl: 
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aforesaid Berrajan Doloye, where he was kept in duress for about ten or fifteen 
days. 

14. !he object of the Wahadadars and their followers appears to have been 
to ann~y Mr. Coleman, and to deter him from proceeding on to Cheyla Poonjee; 
Mr. Coleman, however, went on to Lheyla, wher~ he arrived on the following 
day. He r'emained there, endeavouring to transact business with the Cheyla 
Cossya& till the evening of the 13th o( October, when he left Cheyla Poonjee 
in a boat to return to Sylhet. puring the night, whilst his boat was passing 
down the Cheyla stream, not far from a place callt:d Oomkhaboo, it was sur
rounded by a large body of armed men, apparently Ber.galees, who ordered 
the Manjee to bring the boat to, and attemped to stop it. T.he water being 
very shallow, the assailants spread themselves across the s·ream and waded up 
to the boat. MI'. Coleman being unable to oppose or elude his pursuers, who 
were pressing on him in a threatening manner, was obUged at last to jump out of 
the boat, and make the best of his way to the side j he eventually made his 
~scape on foot, by a foot-path through the heavy jungles, to the Sylhet Police 
Station of Pundooah, a distance of about 1 q or 12- miles. 

15. These are the facts in Mr. Coleman's case which, in my opinion, have 
been sufficiently establishe.d by trust"'onhy evidence. Mr. Inglis has impugned 
the veracity of the complainant and his witnesses, and has pointed out certain 
discrepancies in their statements j but in my judgment these discrepancies .are 
not of much weight, and do not affect the general credibility of their evidence. 
There is, however, no legal evidence to connect Mr. II!glis, or indeed his servants, 
with these outrages. The Wahadadars Bur Doloye and Barrajan Doloye 
have been recognized as having been present when the Cossyahs assembled in 
a riotous and threatening manner at Mr. Coleman's tent at Kuppreya Bazar j 
but it has been found impossible to identify, in a.satisfactory manner, any of the 
armed ruffians who attacked Mr. Coleman's boat at night, and forced him to flee 
into the jungles i it is, however, clear that both these offences were committed 
in the Cheyla jurisdiction, and the Wahadadars ought. in my opinion, to be htld 
responsible for them. 

16. Mr. Inglis has solemnly denied that he has directly or indirectly 
instigated or permitted either his servants or any other person to attack or 
molest Mr. Coleman or any other individual in this or any other mInner, and 
I am inclined to accept this denial. Mr. Inglis could not have been a\\'are of 
Mr. Coleman's intention to visit Cheyla Poonjee, and therefore he could not 
have given any orders about this matter j but the Wahadadars of Cheyla 
Poonjee, who are entirely under Mr. Inglis' influence and control, would not 
have daret!; I think, to act in this lawless and violent manner to an European 
Gentleman had they not fancied that they were acting in conformity with Mr. 
Inglis' wishes, and would receive protection from him. 

17. Mr. I nglis has asserted that what occurred on the Cheyla stre3m when 
Mr. Coleman was obliged to leave his boat and seek refuge in the jungles, was 
merely a dispute between Mr. Coleman and two of his (Mr. Inglis') Orange 
Chowkeydars, in which the former was the aggressor. One of these Chowkeydars, 
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Juggernath Singh, who was summoned as a witness on the part of Mr. Inglis, 
has admitted he struck Mr. Coleman. The defence set up by Mr. Inglis and 
his servants is, in my judgment. very much wanting in probability and is not 
entitled to credit, 

18. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to call upon the 
Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee to explain why the outrages complai-oed of by 
Me3srs, Colero'an, Haddan and Brownlow had been permitted in their district, 
and why no exertion had been made by them to discover and pring to justice 
the perpetrators of them. No satisfactory reply has been given to this req uisi· 
tion j the Wahadadars have merely averred that they neither knew nor heard 

. of these occurrences, which, they admit, they must undoubtedly have done had 
they taken place in their jurisdicthn ; in short. they have contented themc;elves 
\\ ith denying facts which, in my opinion, have been satisfactorily proved, and 
"hich must have been within their cognizanee. 

19. The seizure and imprisonment oC Mr. Coleman's servant H Sooroop" 
are not denied by the Wahadadars Bur Doloye and Berrajan Doloye. the two 
principal defendants in this case; but they aver that when the Elders and 
Villagers went to Mr. Colell1an's tent at Kuppreya Bazaar on 'the 9th of 
October ,856, this II Sooroop" began rudely to push away the Cossyahc; who 
had assembled near Mr. Coleman's tent, and that during the scuffle that ensued, 
,an old man was tripped up and feil down. The Cossyahs, considering this an 
,il1sult to onl'! of their village Elders, seized" Sooroop, II carried him off to Cheyla 
J;>oonjee, and kept him for ten or twelve days in confinement in the house of 
this Ber~ajan Doloye, for the purpose of calJing him to account for his miscon
duct before the village Durbar, according to the customs of the Cossyahs. 
They assert that II Sooroop" was taken before the Cheyla Durbar, and rele::\sed 
after he had execute_d a recognizance to conduct hin,seif with propriety for 
the future. I do not credit these statements, and the very defence shows how 
insolent and overbearing these Wahadadars and their followers were when they 
'presu!)1ed to seize an English Gentieman's servant in the presence of his 
master and imprison him for several days without trial, for merely obeying his 
orders and keeping off a crowd of turbulent and offensive Cossyahs who were 
attempting to force their way into his master's tent, 

~Sl.\ The question regarding the venue of this case nas never been decided 
by thePrincipal Assistant Commis~ior.er or the Magistrate of Sylhet; the latter 
Officer, by an.Order dated the 12th of November 1856, sent the record for 
orders to the Principal Assistant Commissioner. who returned it to Sylhet with 
an Order dated the 27th idem. to the effect that it had not beel'} proved that the 
offences had been committed in the Cherra district; and that the Sylhet 
Magistrate might dispose of the ,case himself, or make a reference on the 
subject to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut under Section 2 of Regulation VIII 
of 1822. No reference, however, had been made on the Itth of April 1857, 
when the proceedings were forwarded to this office. 

~ 1. J will now notice t~e proceeding$.of the Cherra Court in this case of 
Mr. Coleman, which appear to have ~iven much dissatisfaction to that Gentle .. 
man and others. 

c 
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22. Mr. Coleman made known his complaints ,to the Pri!lcipal Assistant 
.Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee in eight English letters. nUlllbered from 2 to 
9. consecuth'ely; some of these were despatched from Kuppreya Bazar and 
Cheyla Pooujee, but the letter·carriers are said to hav~ been Jntercepted, and 

an these letters reached the Principal Assistant Commis
• Datec! October 18t1'l 

1856.. sior.er at Cherra under one cover on the 17th of October 
1856. On these letters the following Orders· have been 

reco\ded by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson :- -
, Mr. Coleman~s letters, Nos. 21 to ~ inclusive, were received yesterday. 

"addressed to me under .one €oyer., Mr. Coleman sho,uld, however, have 
" adopted the ~sua1 course of submitting his complaints for investigation by 
" petition in my Court, in which ferm ~lone they can be attended to. A copy 
" <;If a Bengali Durkhast, filed by Mr. Coleman at the Pundooah Police Pharee 
" of the Sylhet juriscliction,. having been received from the Magistrate of Sylhet 
" with :it request fOl"my·eo-operation in suppressing affrays between Mr. Inglis 
I, and Mr. Coleman's people in my jurisdiction, the Police Darogah of this sta
" tion was yesterday ordered to proceed'to the Cheyla Poonjee district and dis
,. perse any people assembled there or in the vicinity, eithe~ on the side of Mr. 
" Inglis or Mr. Coleman,. who appears, from some Petitions, etc.,. filed in my 
" Court.on the part of the Cossyah Wahadadars and lumeendars of Cheyla 
,', Poonjee and ,Mr. ] nglis, to have lately taken a Mr. BrownlO\v and a large 
It posse of aImed people to tnat place with him. As th~ Wahadad'ars of Che} la 
" Poonjee condu.ct the affairs of their district themselves, subject merely, as a 
" dependent Cossyah State, to the political control of this Government, and 
" they are responsible for any breach of the peace that may occur there, 
" forfigners (either Europeans or Bengalees)should not enter their villages with. 
" large bodies ot IDeo who are likely to cause disturbances and dissensions 
" amongst their people, without obtaining, their consent, or express authority 
" Iro~ the Officers of Government, and proper orders ha\'e, therefore, been 
" passed on this subject also. A copy of this order is to be sent to ~fr. G. A_ 
" Coleman, for his information with advertence to his letters above aUuded to. " 

On the 17th of O€tflb!,!r 1856,* on informatio\1 received from the Sylhet 
Magistrate, the Cheyla Wahadadars and Mr. Allglis, 

• Appendix No. t. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Huds07 had 

ordered the Cherra. Pooojee Police Darogah to proceed to Cheyla. Poonjee to 

t Appendix No. IA. 
keep the peace,. and had oraered a no~ificationt to be 
publishe~ in Cheyla. P,?onjee, that" aliens are in future 

" prohibited from proceeding into the Cheyla distric:t accompanied by large 
" gangs of people who are likely to cause riots and disturbances there, except 
" under the authority of Government and with the consent of the 'Yahadadars,''' 
This notification was submitted for the orders of the Agent to the Go\"ernot' 
General on the North East Frontier~ \\ho approved and sanctioned it by a pro· 
ceeding under date the 24th of October 1856. 

23. On the 31 st October 1856,* the Principal Assistant Commissioner at 

• Appendu No. lB. 
Cherra Poonjee, with the view of preserving the 
peace in Cheyla Poonjee, passed another order 
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prohibiting" any European or Bengalee aliens," either armed or coilected in 
large parties, froro entering that district for the purpose of trade, "or with any 
other intent," without having first obtained the consent of the WahaJadars. 

24. To these two proceedin~s of the Princjpal Assistant Commissi\lner, 
dated, respectively, the 17th and 31st of October, the memorialists have urged 
strong. and, I think, rather reasonable objections. They represent that the Prin
cipal Assistant Commissioner has prematurely assumed, without any inquiry, 
that Mr. Inglis was in the right and they in the wrong, and that the effect of 
these orders will be to give and confirm to Mr. H. Inglis a close monopoly 
of tbe trade of the Cheyla district. 

25. After a careful consideration of all the circumstances of the case, it 
seems to me that these orders are not judicious; they are not, I am satisfied, 
necessary for the preservation of the peJ.ce, and we are under no moral or 
political obligation to uphold the authority of the Wahadadar against the 
wishes, and, I may add, the rights, of the people in a matter of this kind. The 
present Wahadadars are notoriously the creatures of Mr. Inglis, and if no 
person be allowed to el"ter the district, without their permission, it is very clear 
that the trade of Cheyla will be virtually closed against every trader but ~lr. 

Inglis and his dependents. 
26. t are of opinion that these obnoxious prohibitory Orders !;hould be 

entirely and immediately rescinded, and that freedom of trade should be 
restored to the inhabitant.s of the Cheyla district. If the present Wahadadars 
cannot or will not perform their official duties \\ ith uprightness and impartiality, 
the Cheyla community ought to be permitted to elect others, in conformity 
with t he ancient customs of their country. 

27. The facts which seem to me to be proved in the case of Mr. R. G. 
Haddan and Mr. Halford Brownlow are as follows. 

28. Mr. R. G. Haddan, who had been engaged by Messrs. Gladstone, 
Wyllie and Co., of Calcutta, to· visit and obtain information regarding the 
petroleum wells in Assam and these Hilly Tracts, left Chuttuck, by water, on 
the night of the 16th of October 1856, accompanied by Mr. Halford Brown
low, to inspec~ a petroleum well which was said to be somewhere in the vici
nity of the village of Cheyla. They travelled in a small dinghy, which "as 
wor~ed by two boatmen, and were attended by one personal servant. About 
8 A.M. on the 17th October 1856, when their boat haQ arrived at about two 
reaches below Kuppreya Bazaar, and not far frqm Katta Ghaut, its further 
advance was opposed by two elephants and a large gang of Clubmen, having 
the appearance of Bengalee II lattials "; these men hailed the manjee and 
ordered him to stop and bring the boal to the river side. When this mandate 
rece!ved no attention, the Clubmen spread themselves across. the shallow water 
and forcibly prevented the boat from proceeding any further up the. stream 
towards Cheylel. Poonjee. There was a respectably clad native mounted on an 
elephant, who appeared to be directing the movements of the Clubmen. 
Whilst Messrs. Haddan and Brownlow were parleying with their assailants, 
some of them made a rush upon the Gentlemen, and succeeded in wresting a 
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gun (rom Mr. Haddan's hands. The Clubmen then sei~ed, beat, and otherwise 
maltreated these gentI(;)m~n, dragging them thollgh the water to a single pole 
tent which was pitched on the River·bank, and in which they were detained in 
their wet and bloody clothes without food till a bou~ P P.M., when they were 
conveyed in a small boat to Chuttuck, and plac~d PJ} ~oard Mr •• Haddan's 
budgerow there, about ,0 P.M r 

29· Messrs. Haddan and Brownlpw have asserted that their boat was 
completely \ guttp.d II by the CI ubmen, and that they wer~ ro~b~d of property 
vfl.lued at about ~oo rupees: \ 

30 • The evidence does not show whether any proputy was plunder~d i bu~ 
the facts above state~ appear to me to have been satisfactorily established. 

31. The~e gentlemen were strangers in, that part of the country, anc! 
had with them only Qne servant and two boatIl}en, who wer~ equ~l1y unaC'~ 
quaint,ed witl't the peopl~ ang the country, and in consequ~nce it has been 
found imprapticfI,ble to identify satisfactorily the ruffi'lns who perpetrated this 
disgraceful outrag~ i Qut the enquiry of the ~herra poonjee' Police daroga~ 
shows that a tent and some e1eph~nts belonging to Mr. Jnglis had been at 
or near the plape where these offences were committ~d, on Pf ~bout the 17th 
of October 1856. 

32 • There is not, I think, full legal proof that this outrage 'Vas committed 
by the servants of Mr. Inglis, but there is very little doubt on my mind that 
they wer,e the parties concern~d in it. No other person had an English tent 
and eleph~nts in that neighbourhood at or ab~~t that time, 'lnd it s~ems to me 
that Mes~rs7 l1add<J.n and J3rowplow had good groun~s for supposing that their 
cowardly assailants were the servants pf Mr. H. Inglis. There eoulp be no 
excuse for this l~wless violence, for these two Gentlemen, one of whom was in 
a very bad sfate of health, could not be susp~ct~d pf ~ishing ~o create disturb
ances, pr inde~d ~o interferr with ~ny person's ~omme:cial affairs in the Cheyl~ 
district. ' 

33. 1\1r. J:f. Inglis ho.~ solemnly denied that he had anything to dq 
with this qutrage II directly or indirectly," and I have no reason to doubt the 
sincerity ,!-np truth of that denial i it is clear that he did not know that these 
Gentlemen were going to Cheyla Poonjee. The servants of powerful Zumeendars 
and Merchants fire but too prone- to carry things wit~ a high hand in the 
Mofussil, a'~d it is, I tJ1ink, probable that Mr. Inglis' servants imagined that 
these two GenqeqIen were going to Cheyla Poonjee on the same errand as 
Mr. Coleman, apd tqat! without the orders or knowledge of their m~ster: they 
adopted these outr~geoq~ If1e~sure~ to prevent the travellers from gomg 10 that 
direction. I believe this to be tpe true state of the case. 

34. This oQtrage has b~en committed in the Cheyla district by a large 
gang of men, who must have been asse~bled for some days in a conspicuous 
~pot near Katta Ghaut for this or some other unlawful purposes, and th~ 
Wahadadars, who are responsible Ito the Government for the peace and good 
order of their district, made no report on the subject to the Principal Assistant 
fommi~si'oner! and have pretended that they knew nothing at all ~b?ut the 
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matter; it moreover appears that they have done their best to screen the 
offenders. 

35. As th.e complaints made by Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Brownlow 
were of a very serious nature, I thought it my duty to call upon Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson to explain why he had not investigated them 
on the spot, and had not adopted prompt and energetic measures to discover 
and bring to justice the perpetrators of these daring and disgraceful offences. 

I transcribe what Mr. Hudson has said· in explanation of 
• No. 212, October his proceedings in these cases ._" With advertence to the 16th IBS7, para. 6. • 

II 4th para. of your letter, and the explanation therein called 
" for from me as to why I did not take measures at the time to investigate these 
" serious charges, personally on the spot, I beg to say that I did not receive any 
II intimation of them until four or five days after they were said to have occurred, 
"and there being at that time upwards of 33,000 Rupees in my custody, my 
"Sheristadar, who also acts as treasurer, being absent on leave ror the Dusserah 
" vacation, and having no As!>istant to whom I could make over charge of my 
\I Treasury, Jail, and other current duties here, I did not think myself at lilJerty 
"to leave the station without authority; and as Messrs. Coleman and Haddan 
"bad carried their cases into the Sylhet Court, and remained at that station 
" without any apparent desire that I should investigate t heir complaints, I had 
"reason to believe that their charges were exaggerated, and I thererore consi. 
1/ dered it sufficient to depute my Police Darogah to Cheyla Poonjee to keep the 
" peace and disperse any riotous persons whom he might find assembled there; 
"ordering him, at the same time, ~o make an enquiry as to what had actually 
"taken place in my jurisdiction; but it will be seen from his reports, which are 
II filed with the cases, that he found everything perfectly quiet on'his arrival, 
II and could obtain no satisfactory intelligence either from the villagers or neigh. 
"bours regarding the alleged aggressions." 

36. 1 do not consider this explanation to be altogether satisfactory j I 
think Mr. Hudson ought to have proceeded at once to the spot to investigat~ 
the charges and arrest the offenders. . There was nothing, so far as I can learn, 
.at the station, which ought to have detained him there on such an occasion. 
The treasure would have been perfectly safe under the Military Guard, and the 
current duties of his office at the suddt>r station during the Dusserah vacation 
could not have been of much importance j authority was not required to enable 
him to leave his Head Quarters on a duty of this urgent nature. The Native 
Police Darogah sent to make inquiry did nothing, and perhaps worse than 
nothing, for his proceedings seem'to indicate that he wished it to be believed 
that the complaints of these English Gentlemen were false. No. Native Police 
Officer of the district ought to have been trusted 00' such an occasion, for not 
one of them ~ould dare to report unfavourably of Mr. Inglis or his servants. 

37. After having very attentively considered the proceedings of the Cherra 
Court in these cases, I am bound to say that, in my humble opinion, the com
plainants had some grounds for being dissatisfied with them; though perhaps 
there is nothing in t1-em absolptely wror:g or contrary to law or official usage, 

p 
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it is apparellt that there has been no active or zealous endeavour to discover 
and bring to justice those who have violated the laws in this flagrant manner. 

38. 1\.11 the other cases se'nt to me from the Sylhet and Cherra Poonjee 
o1Eces are petty cases of assault. oppression, false complaint, and the like.; 
they are th~ ordinary charges and cross charges which parties quarrelling prefer 
against each other in Mofussil Courts. Not one of these cases seems to require 
any notic'r here i there appears to be nothing objectionable in any 01 the pro
ceedings of the local authorities connected with them. 

39. During the time I have been at Cherra Poonjee, all persons of every 
degree have had the fullesL opportunity of bringing to my notice their grievances 
and complaints. Not many charges have heen made against Mr. Inglis and his 
servants. Messrs. Coleman and Sweetland came to this station and remained 
h~re for some time i both of them were avowedly very hostile to Mr. Inglis, and 
certainly gave much encouragement to every - person who had, or fancied he 
had, a grievance against Mr. Inglis to come forward and complain against that 
gentleman. 

40. I -shall now offer a feVi remarks upon those complaints made to me 
which seem to be of the mOi:t importance and the most deserving of notice. 

4 (. There are two Rajahs of Mahram, one pf the Khasia petty dependent 
S~ates :-Ooseep Sing, who is called the tI Dhola Rajah," i~ the principal 
Chieftain, and Ramsye, who is known by the cognomen of "Kala Rajah," 
is his Lieutenant; both these Rajahs appointed Mr. G. A. Coleman their muk
tear to assist them in making several complaints against Mr. Inglis before me. 

42. Rajah Ooseep Sing complained that Mr. Inglis was in collusion with 
the "Kala Rajah," with the view of causing the said Lieutenant to resist his 
authority, and oppose his administration of the affairs of his district j he also 
complained that Mr. Inglis had taken wrongful possession of some of the 
Mahram lime quarries. 

43. These accusations were not at all proved, and were, in my opinion, 
without foundation. The. alleged collusion with Rajah Ramsye certainly did not 
exist; on the contrary, it is very evident that the "Kala Rajah" and the 
" Dhola Raja" were of pne mind as far as Mr. Inglis was concerned, for the 
former subsequently came to Cherra Poonjee and made complaints before me on 
his own account against that gentleman. On inquiry it turned out that Mr. 
Inglis held Rajah Ooseep Sing's lime quarries under a lien for an advance of 

-rents made to the Rajah, and that Mr. Inglis had not been able to work the 
qut\rnes. " 

44. Raja Ramsye, the II Kala Rajah ,. of Mahram, complained to me that 
he and bis brother Ooksan had been compelled by the threats of Mr. Inglis to 
grant to that gentleman two leases of their lime-quarries at "Tunglah" in the 
Mahram country. It appeared that the complainant had given to !'tIr. Inglis a 
twenty years' lease of these quarries on "the 2srd of September 1852, and t-hat 
this lease -had been registered by the Rajah in person before the Assistant Politi
cal Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cave. The Rajah, on being questioned, admitted 
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that he had registered the lease, but averred that Mr. Inglis had threatened to 
throw him into jail if he refused tQ do so. He. produced no proof that the lease 
had been obtained from him by improper means, and moreover his brother 
., Ooksan " came forward and wholly repudiated the statements of -the Ie Kalah 
Rajah," so far as he e' Ooksan") was concerned, and be positively denied that 
he had authorized any person to make any complaint in his qame or on his behalf 
against Mr. Inglis; he also stated that the leases had been given fairly and 
voluntarily to Mr. Inglis by his brother and himself. I -ought [I) mention that 
since the I,eases in question had been executed, Mr. Mills and Colonel Jenkins had 
paid official visits to Cherra Poonjee, and the Rajah had made no complaint to 
either of them, neither had he ever alluded to the matter ~o Mr. Principal Assist
ant Commissioner Hudson, with whom he had many interviews on other 
rna tters of business. 

45. These charges would not stand the test of inquiry "and fairly broke down; 
I am decidedly of opinion that there is no truth in them. My conviction is, that 
they never would have been made had not ihis very ignorant- chief, and his 
equally ignorant brother, Ooseep Sing, been persuaded by some unprincipled and 
designing persons that they would obtain some very great advantages by 
accusing Mr. Inglis. . 

46. Mr. W. H. M. Sweetland, Agent to the Sylhet Coal Company, com
plained to me that the servants and dependents of Mr. 

Mr. W. H.. M. Sw!!et- Inglis had forcibly removed very large quantities of lime
land's complamts agamst 
Mr. Inghs and others. stone belonging to Messrs. \V. Moran and Co., of Calcutta, 

from Choon Cherra, Lamasain,-and Burr Ghaut, and that 
he could obtain neither protection nor redress from the Court of the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee. 

47. I called for all the Principal Assistant Commissioner's proceedings in 
this matter, and directed him to submit any explanation he might wish to offer 
regard'ing Mr. Sweetland's statements. 1 have examined the record very 
closely. and found no proof that Mr. Inglis' servants had removed any limestone 
belonging to Mr. Sweetland's employers from Choon Cherra or from the other 
places mentioned by him, and after a very careful scrutiny of aU the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner's proceedings and orders in this case, I failed to 
detect any irregularity, injustice or impropriety in them. Mr. Inglis was the 
Government lessee of the Choon Cherra and Letting Cherra lime quarries; 
Mr. Sweetland, who had formerly worked these quarries, had received timely 
notice from the Principal Assistant Cominissioner to remove the limestone that 
had been quarried by him. If indeed Mr. Inglis' servants have removed any 
limestone which did not belong to their master, the proper course for Mr. 
Sweetland was to sue Mr. Inglis in the Civil side of the Local Court. Mr. Sweet
land's allegations respecting the partiality and denial of justice to him on the part 
of the Cherra Court are altogether without proof. and I verily believe entirely 
without foundation also. 

48. Mr. W. H. M. Sweetland presented a petition to me, charging Mr. Inglis' 
servants with stopping bo'ats and exacting tolls by force from persons proceeding 
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by water to attend the Bazaar at Burr Ghaut. I caused this matter to be 
thproughly investigated, and no satisfactory proof was obtainable that tolls 
had been systematically levied by Mr. Inglis' servants, through from what 
was elicited incidentally during the inquiry, I am rather disposed to believe 
that ~om~ of Mr. Inglis' Choon Cherra serv4nts may have occasionally 
stopped and demanded tolls from parties proceeding towards the Burr Ghaut 
Bazaar. \ It is clear, however, that there had not been any systematic oppression 
of the kind described and charged by Mr. Sweetland. The Principa.l Assistant 
Commissioner has issued the strictest orders to Mr. Inglis' servants at Choon 
Cherra, positively prohibiting them from interferine in any manner with persons 
?o.ing to Burr Ghaut, and as I have heard no further complaints on this subject, 
It IS to be hoped that these malpractices, which are but too common everywhere 
in Bengal, may have ,been effectually suppressed. 

49· Mr. G. A .. Coleman made contracts with some of the Cossyahs of 
Mowlong Poonjee for tbe supply of limestone, and when 

Mr. G. A. Coleman's these pflOple went into the village to work for that gentle .. 
complaint agamst Mr. " 
Inglis and others. man, a quarrel ensued between them and some of Mr. 

Inglis' servants and a party of the Mowlong Cossyahs 
who sided with Mr. Inglis. The case was taken into the Court of the Principal 
Assistant CO'mmissioner at Cherra Poonjee, and five Cossyahs on Mr. Coleman's 
side were convicteu of assault, and sentenced to pay a fine of 6 Rupees each, 
and were ordered to each fUfl1ish a recognizance and surety of 100 Rupees 
under the provisiollS of Act IV of 1848, to keep the peace towards the people of 
Mr. Inglis for one year. The defendants, being unable to find the required 
security on the spot, "ere committed to Jail and detained there for two days till 
the required securities were forthcomin~. 

50. Mr. G. A. Coleman complained much of this decision of Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson, and m()re than insinuated that partiality 
had been shown to Mr. Inglis. The case subsequently came before me in 
appeal, and I modified the Principal Assistant Commissionf'r's orders; but there 
was nothing at all in his proceedings-whidl showed any bias in favour of either 
of the contending parties, and I am qdte satisfied that t here was none. 

5 I. A few other petty complaints ha.ve been made to me against the Cherra 
Poonjee Court and Mr. In~lis i but not one of them, in my judgment, has 
been at all substantiated, and as I have no reason whatever for believing that 
there is any truth in them, I think it unnecess4ry to enter into any detail of 
them !Jere. 

52. A great clamour has been rC\ised against the administration of Civil 
and Criminal Justice and public affairs in general in the<;e Hills, and the Dislrict 
Officer) Mr. C. K. Hudson, has had more than one rather clever and very 
unscrupulous accuser. I have patiently listened to and very attentively consi
dered every complaint that has been brought before me. Everyone who desired 
to obtain redress or to afford information has had .easy access to me at all times. 
Having heard and weighed well everything, I feel it my duty to represent 
thpt I fUJl quite satisfied that Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudsoq 
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has administered the affairs of his district, ever since he has been in charge 
of it, with perfect uprightness and with considerable ability and success. I 
have_already mentioned the instances in which, I think, M~. Hudson has erred 
in judgment i but I am Iully and firmly persuaded that he has always acted 
in good faith, and with an honest and zealous desire to do his duty. 

53. Before I enter upon other matters, I think it may not be out of place 
here to record my opinion that all the complaints and accusations made against 
Mr. Inglis regarding the maintenance and support of his trade in these Hills 
by violent and unlawful means have not been established, and are not, I think, 
true. The overwhelming and paramount influence undoubtedly possessed by 
this Gentleman in these Mountains has not been acquired, as the Memorialists 
would represent, by fraud and violence i it has been produced by other causes 
and other means. I shall have occasion to notice this subject more fully in 
the sequel, in my remarks upon the state of Trade in these Hilly Tracts. 

54. The Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cos3yah and 
Jynteah Hills, as ( have already observed, conducts his official duties accord
ing to the Rules and Regulations that are in force in the Province of Assam 
for the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice. His official desig~ation 
is " 2nd Class Principal Assistant to the Commissioner," and he exercises, in 
all Civil and Criminal matters, the powers of a senior Assistant Commissioner as 
defined in the Assam Rules. He takes up and decides original suits of e,-ery 
description and amount that are instituted in his Court, and hears appeals from 
the decisions and orders of the village Chiefs and Elders of the conquered Cossyah 
Villages and of the Jynteah Hills. In his capacity of Magistrate he has general 
charge of the Police of the district, and all criminal trials of persons charged 
with offences committed within his Magisterial jurisdiction are, in the first instance, 
held by him .. He decides cases within his own competency under Clauses 4, 5, and 
6 of the 1St Section of the Assam Criminal Rules, and refers to the Deputy 
Commissioner, under Clauses 4 and 5 of the 2nd Section, all trials of heinous 
offences held by bim with the assistance of a native Jury, which require to be 
referred to that authority. 

~5. As this district has not yet been formally placed under the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Revenue, it has been the practice to conduct its Revenue, as 
wen as its political, duties in the II Agency Department." The petty Political 
and H.evenue cases, which formerly were decided by the Assistant Political 
Agent, are now finally disposed of by the Principal Assistant Commissioner; 
but all settlements of Land, Sayer and Abkaree Revenue, all successions of 
Chieftains in the semi-dependent and dependent 'States, all important boundary 
and other disputes between the Cossyab Chiefs, and indeed all cases" hieh, 
under the former regur-e, came under the cognizance of the Political Agent 
himself, are now enquired into and reported on by the Principal Assistant Cpm
missioner to the Governor General's Agent and Commissioner, for final orders. 

56. In all petty Criminal cases, the orders contained in the 6th Clause 
of the 2nd Section of the Assam Criminal Rules have been carried out apparently 

:E 
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with a very beneficial result; in these cases the evidence is taken 1Jiv4 voce and , 
only the substance of it is recorded in the Principal Assistant Commissioner'& 
English Note Book, a.nd orders are passed at once', 

57· In Civil suits of small value the mode of procedure enjoined by Clause 
6, Section 2 of the A~sam Civil Rules has been generally adopted, through 
apparently with but moderate advantage. This confronting of litigants seems to 
be tolerAbly successful when the part~es are in the same sphere of life, and are 
about equally ignorant J but the Principal Assistant Commissioner has informed 

I me that it has been found very harassing to persons residing at a distance from 
the sudder stqtion, and in several instances, defendants have submitted to have 
ex parle decrees for a small amount given against them, rather than be pllt to the 
inconvenience of appearing before the Court. ~o doubt there are disadvantages 
in this straightforward and speedy method of settling petty Civil suits i but I am 
inclined to think that, on the whole, it has worked well here as well as else"here, 
and that its B;dvantages prepor.derate considerably over its defects i besides, the 
Assam Rules provide an effectual remedy against any abuse of this power of 
sUIIlJIloning plaintiffs and defendants, and the Deputy Commissioner would always 
prevent any injUdicious and oppressive enforcement of this very useful rulf". 

58. The Judicial anomalies pointed out in MF. Mills' Report have been, 
for the most part, removed by ttIe annex?-tion of the Cossyah and Jaintia Hills 
Territory to the Assam Commissionership. The Cherra Court has Jurisdiction 
over aU Native subjects of the British Government in aU Civil and Criminal 
cases occurrIng in any part of tJ.ese Hills j but it appears to me ,'ery doubtful 
whether European British subjects are amenable to that Court in Civil matters 
belonging to the semi-independent and dependent States. I incline to think that 
the provi!'ions of Acts Xl of 1836 and III of 1839 do not extend to these 
States. This, however, seems to be- a rather nice point of Law, and I beg to 
suggest that the Government should consult their Law Officers on the subject. 
It is a matter of plUch importance that the legal status of Europeans in these 
States should be authoritatively defined and determined, for, till this has been 
done, it wiI! npt b~ possibl~ for them to enter: with advantage into any extensive 
Fommerc~al transactions with the 'Chiefs and people of these districts. • 

59. Thp following rather hard case has been brought to my notice i but in 
the present ~tat~ of the law there seems to be no remedy for the complainant. 
Quarter ',Master' Sergeant W. Bardin built a house on :;peculation by contract on 
ground beyond the limits of the Cherra Poonjee Military Cantonment, and has 
usually resided therein. The contractor, one Mahumud Jumma, after completing 
the house, ~laimed a balance pf Rs. 85-g-9 from th~ Sergeant on account of 
welrk done, ~nd being unable to obtain p~yment, sued him on the Civil side of the 
Principal Assistant C'ommissioner's Court. That Officer referred to the Deputy 
~ommi&sioner of Assam for instructions as to whether he had jurisdiction in a 
suit of this kind, and the Deputy Commissioner ruled that he had not, and that 
the spit ought to be decided by a Military Court. Accordingly the case was 
~~ruck off the file of the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and the ~Iaintiff wa~ 
D. "," • I I _ .. ~ •• 
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directed to bring his claim before the Militarv Court at this station. When the 

• See" General Re
gulations of the Ben
gal Army," Section 
XXIII, "Court of 
Requests" Part I, 
Section I V, page 130. 

Contractor \\;shed to sue the Sergeant in the Military Court 
of Requests, he was informed· that unde,"" the "General Re
gulations of the Bengal Army," European Non-Commissioned 
Officers, "are not amenable to Courts of Request," and that 
hii suit could not be entertained. I believe that both the 
Civil and Military Authorities have decided correctly under 

the Laws and Regulations in force, and that a creditor of an European Non-
- I 

Commissioned Officer of the Army has no legal remedy against bis debtor, It 
may be very right and expedient that European Non-Commissioned Officers of 
the Army should not be liable to actions for debt; but I think they ought not 
to be permitted to build houses, to reside out of Cantonments, and have other 
facilities of obtaining credit and incurring debt, which they woald not possess if 
they were held under a stricter Military discipline. I am informed that this is 
not the only case of the kind that h~s occurred lately at this stat'ion. 

60. All appeals from the decisions of the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
in Political, Police and Revenue cases lie to the Governor General's Agent and 
the Commissioner, and all Civil and Criminal Appeals, which in the Regulation 
Provinces would be made to the Civil and Sessions Judge, go to the Deputy 
Commissioner of .Assam. 

61. I append hereto three Tabular Statements which show the state of 
business in the office of the Principal Assistant Commissioner during the years 
1854, 18S5 and 1856. The work c.annot be considered heavy during any of 
these three years. 

-----
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Abstract of Miscellaneous Judicial Business. 
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DISPOSED OF. 0 = 

J:::~ 
.;:: 
::> \ 

nI "C E u 
1lD::'" CI "C • 

BUSINESS. "t1..: "C • 0 cit: 
c '" u III ,,0 
.- ::I ~~ ... c "C c:: 0 ... 0 u "C..Id ';'> z::." -;; '6'~ "'0 ...: 'II u -;; E u 'Z GJ .- nI -::I 

'0 E u u._ .... u .. "'.CI u ... ..... .. 
~c. = .... f-o 

0(1) C ... ~ .. ~ - u 

i854' 

Civil ... ... 5 121 .26 0 I 9 121 
Political . ... ... 3 71 74 0 7 3 71 
Revenue ... ... 15 206 221 0 1 0 19.5 
Criminal and Police ... 14 4fi9 483 0 9 41 476 ---- --Total ... 37 867 904 0 18 53 863 ------- -------

-1855. 

Civil ... ... 5 59 64 0 0 17 (SI 
Political ... ... 3 66 69 0 I 5 68 
Revenue ... ... 26 239 265 0 I - 0 254 
Criminal and Police ... 7 536 533 0- 13 23 520 -----~ --------_.--Total ... 41 890 931 0 15 45 90 3 - -----

1856• 

Civil ... ... 3 73 76 0 0 J2 69 
Political ... ... I 81 82 0 0 0 80 
Revenue ... ... II 283 294 0 I 0 289 
Criminal and Police ... 13 1,180 1,193 0 9 43 1,182 -- ---

Total ... 28 1,61 7. 1,645 0 10 55 1,620 

In I In III 
1854. 1855. 1856. 

Drafts granted ... 311 550 597 
Ditto cashed ... 132 132 99 
Pension certificates dis-
charged ... ... 7 12 , 2 

- --• 
- Total . 450 694 698 ... 
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2. 

Assistant Commt"st;ontr's Office at CheTTa during 1854. 1855 and 1856• 

9 10 I II I 12 I 13 14 I 15 I 16 I~ I 
II) 

0<:: .. ~ Letters. Periodical Returns • 
'" ... cu 

III>. 
"I):" ,; "1:! btl· • btl ...: btl v 
&:I"'" a::-o tiIJ c ::! :; c 0 

c~ ._ Co~ -d '" '" a:: -- g..'" -i: ..: "1:! ·a ..... c II) c .. 'i:j c >. :s'" II) bD 
'ji 0 .;; e g: .:: ~~ .;; .; e g: "1:!~ Ul c 

II) 0 :.a e"1:! eoo - Ul e 800 v v Co <.J -i: a c II) &:I G) .... - II) II) ILt .... - :SO<:: .~ 0::4.1 0:: .... ;. ~ ~'" ~ 0::-;' 0 .... 0 
II) 

c.. -
English Enghsh Let- English and English and ten and Per-Letters. wancahs. Bengalee. Bengalee. 

-5 0 4 220 0 0 20 20 0 
3 I 55 73 2 0 0 0 0 

26 I 171 104 2 0 23 23 0 
7 9 Jl8 516 I 0 107 107 0 ----------- - - -. 

41 11 348 913 5 0 150 J5° 0 -- ---------- -

3 0 12 299 0 0 40 40 0 
I 2 75 134 I 0 0 0 0 

II 2 108 39 J 0 23 23 0 
13 1 108 - 736 I 0 160 160 0 -- --- - -
28 5 30 3 1,208 3 0 223 223 0 

- - ----- -

7 0 13 30 4 0 0 38 38 0 
2 I 126 182 I 0 (\ 0 0 

5 I 126 203 I 0 27 27 0 

II I 225 893 I 0 200 200 o· 

49·1 J 
-

l 
25 3 1,582 3 0 265 265 0 

NOTE.-Miscellaneous Cases, Petitions, Reports. etc •• are included in this 
Statement. Drafts granted and cashed, and Pension Certificates discharged, are 
shown in the Statement at (oot. 
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NO·3. 

MEMO RAN bUM br Persons Ilrought to t,i'al dun'ng Ihe year~ 

t 2 I 3 I 4 5 I 6 -1 7 I 8 I 9 10 

I-
Under tri~l. 

\ Disposed of. 

--'0 --- . 0 -0 '" .. .- '" .... ~ 
.. Q) Cl. 

-0 ... ;.., 
'" - c 0'"' 
u 

-0' ." CLI ..: .. "c 
, ~ ~ -ti ~ CI - '" ... 

Q) -0 Q) Q) ... ~ .~ a ... ~ c bO "c;'" "cc e iii u oa c: bD._ 'j;;: '5 -- ~ .. ;;; e ~ -0 !! :a <II 

<~ 
o ::s .. c 0" Q) C ... -0 0 ot/) 0 u 

is 0 u III f-< u U < .... Q. I- ...--.... --'------ -
1854. 

lleinous offenders ... I 55 56 14 15 27 b 56 0 
. . 

Petty and Miscellaneous 0 53 53 0 4S 'J 'I 53 0 offenders. 

---,-, ----~ ------ --, 
'f9ta\ ... ", I 1(18 log 14- 60 34 II 109 0 

,----- ------- ---- --- , 

I 85-i. 

aeinous offenders ... 0 57 57 18 27 J2 0 57 0 

fettyan,] MiscellaneQus 
offenders,. 

0 46 146 8 25 13 0 46 0 

--- -....... ~-~-~--- --, - -----,. , 
Total ... . .. 0 IQ3 r03 ,26 53 25 0 10 3 " 

~- ~-
~ -- ----~ -- -

1856• 

lleinous offender~ ... 0 38 38 0 13 23 q 36 ~ 

Petty and l'4iscellancous 0 
offendllrs. 

63 63 0 45 18 0 63 0 

----------- - - --
Total- ... ... 0 101 101 0 58 41 -0 99 2 

j 
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I have inspected a good many of the Principal Assistant Commissioner's 
proceedings, taken hap-hazard from every department of his office with the 
,"iew of forming an opinion in regard to the manner in which public }lu~ines~ 
has been ordinarily transacted by that officer. I may safely state thC!-t every
thing that feU under my observation seemed to indicate that the presiding 
officer was a very laborious, painstaking and intelligent p~b1ic servant: There 
appears to have leen no lac~ of diligence, no unnec~ssary detention of witnesses 
during the years 1854, 1855 and 1856. No witness in the Foujdarryand 
Dewany Departments was detained more than four days, and the great 
majority of them were e~mined and discharged on the first day of their 
attendance. 

62. I have the honour to submit herewith two St~tem_ents of Appeals made 
during the years 1854, 1855 and 1856, to the Governor Generaf'sifgent and 
Commissioner, and to the Deputy Commi~sioner of Assam. 

,STATEAlENTof Appeals 10 the Governor Generars Agent and Commissioner 
of A!!a~ fr~~ d!~isio~s 0/ the Cherra Court in ~854' 1855 a1ld 1856. 

I I I I I I I I 
-- " 

1 2 3 4 5 ~ 7 8 9 10 

• .. D,SPOSED OF "'Q 
" .. J:I C 
Co ~ II 

b.O ~ II e c :3 u -= 0 ".:; ::I ... .. .. ':d&! ::I ... 
YEAR. KIND OF ApPUL -.: "Q ~ REMARKS. b.Oco:s c:: bD'" c u "Q 0 .. .= ~ "c ~ ~ "Q 9 .- .. '::I • II "" .= c;-

eO ::I .~ :; C; "Q II> C; 
coJ:: 

8.S! "u - . 8': "'u ..... !::tt: '0 - ~;.. ~~ 0 II> uo ~o - - ~ Q Ul ~ 

3 I I-- -
1854{ 

Rf'gular ... 0 4 4 J? 3 J All tbe~e cas~s 
Miscellaneous ••• "0 o 0 

Q I 0 
0 0 are either Polio 

tical or p"lice. 
-I- I-- No appeals were I- --

~·.3r maaeln"lne Reo 
Total ... 0 ... 4 3 1 ve D \leo Depart_. 

meDt. -

-. 
.8S5 { 

Rt'gular ... _I 9 JO 6 0 6 4 
Miscell.1neol1s ••• 0 0 9 0 0 -0 0 

Total ... 1 ~-=-~-: -:r-:-
I 

-.~ 

'8~6{ Regular ... 4 7 II 9 0 9 2° 
MiscellaneoI.JS .,. 0 J 1 I 0 I 0 

---
Total .,. 4 sl J2 10 0 10 2 

I 
- -

G 



22 REPORT ON THE ADMlNlSTRATION OF 
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STATEMENT of Apptats to Jhe Deputy Commissio'ler of Assam {1om decisions 
of the Cherra Court in 1854, 1855 and .8s6-continued. 

9 
-

I II) 
II) ..cl_ ~ .. DISPOSED OF CI c. ... ... 
e bJI ... 

C ..cl 
0 .;:: I CI "C ... , 
~..: ::I 0 CI ~..: - bn'" "d ",ttl bl) til REMARKS. 
CI cu "" 0 CI '" - .- r;... cu "'0 .- >. CI ... ""~ .: v .- III ::I • <U 
<II ::I ..... ...; "'0-= '" u tII.c 
S.2 

._ til .- til -::I -;; S-... QJ ... u·- ...... 
~;. ~>. 0 <U •• .... .... ... v'-Q .... <U 1/1 0 

X O - !-t en !-t 

1854. 
REGULAR SUITS. 

Civil ... ~ o. 0 I 0 
0 

o I 0 CJ."imin~1 ... 000 0 0 o 0 

Total ... _ 0 ---;~I--o-' 0 -0-1----;;-
-

Civil 
J 855· 

I I ... 0 3 3 I 0 2 * 2 cas"s wer 
Criminal ... 0 3 3 3* 0 3 0 confirmed, and • 

e 

· .. I-oJ-. ;------- was returned fo 
Total 6- 4 0 4 2 retrial. 

, 
r 

2 I I ) I . Civil 
1856• ... I 3 2 0 2 I 

Criminal ... 0 • .• ", .t • 0' Rej""d. 1--1-----'- t lransferred to 
Total ... 2 3 5 3 I I 4 I Agent'. Court. 

1854. 
MISCELLANEOUS SUITS. I 

Civil ... o o. 0 0 0' o~ 
~riminal ... 

-----;-~: -: ~~--: --~ : Total .. , 
-

• 0\ .1 . 0 Civil 
1855. 

... ~o 1 
Criminal ••• 0 0 _~ ---:..~ _0 I_~I_O 

Total ••• 0 I I 01 I I 0 

1856. ~~ • .\ 0 • 
Civil ... 0 

Criminal ... o 0 0 0 0 0 0 

-0 I --1--;-1--;- -;--Tolal .. , 0 

It will be obsen'ed that very few cases have been carried .before the Appellate 
Authorities, which is attributable, I think, partly to the difficulty experienced in 
making appeals to the Courts at Gowhatty, which will be noticed presently. 

63. Since Mr. Mill's visit in 1853, a considerable addition has been 
made to the Police force of the district under the orders of Government, 
dated (he 3rd of August 1855, No. 1882. The -police establishment at the 
sudder station has been strengthe~edJ and two police outposts have been 
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~stablished,-one at Nungklow on the Sylhet and Assam hig'h road, the other 
at Jowaie. the principal village of the Jynteah Hill Territory. The latter station 
has been found particularly usefql since May 1857 in watching the road to Assam 
and preventing dangerous cha racters from entering that province by that route. 
1 he increase of the police certainly has been attended with much advantage. 
The police duties of the district have been more efficiently performed, and the 
Nungklow and Joowaie outposts not only have been a great protection to traders 
and travellers, but have furnished milch useful information regarding occurrences 
in those-parts of the country. of which nothing would have Ibeen known under 
the former system. 

64· '1 he fiscal affairs of the district have improved very much since 185'3, 
• Appendix NO.2. and much attention has been bestowed upon them by Mr. 

Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson. The accom-
---R-E,-V-E-N-U-E,.----· paying Comparative Statement marked A· 

shows what the revenue of the district was in 
1853-54 and in 1857-58. The increase of the 
latter year amounts to Rs. 21,975-12-6 per 

1853'54.1 1857-58. I Increase. 

Rs. As. P.I Rs. As. P. \ Rs. As. P. 
1,047 5 U 23,023:1 5 21,975 126 

annum. 
65. This increase of revenue has been- derived chiefly from the rents of 

the lime quarries of the conquered Cossyah Villages and the Jynteah Hills, 
which, under the orders of Government of the 25th of August 1855, No. 265, 
have been declared to be the property of the State, and have been let on lease 
to Mr. H. Inglis. 

66. A h.,ouse tax, which yielded a revenue of 542 Rupees, for the year 
1857-58 has been levied, with the sanction of the Governor General's Agent, for 
certain families of the Meeki tribe, who with the view of escaping the house tax 
leviecl from them in North Cachar, have emigrated from that district and settled 
at Oompoong and other places in the Jynteah Hills, not far from the Kopili 
river, which forms the boundary between North Cachar and the Jynteah Hills 
territory. A tax of 2 Rupees per house, which is the North Cachar rate-, has 
been imposed upon these new settlers in the Jynteah Hills. 

67. 1 he Chieftain of the dependent State of Jeerung. who has extensi.ve 
forests on the confines of Lower Assam, represented to the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner that he found it impossible to realize his dues from the wood-cut
ters of the Kamroop district. who cut his timber and would not pay for it. The 
Principal Assistant Commissiuner, with the sanction of the Governor General's 
Agent, entered into a jud:cious arrangement with-the Rajah, by which these 
forests were transferred to the Government. under an agreement that the Rajah 
was to receive a moiety of the rents obtained by the Government for them. 
These forests have been leased for the year 1857-58 by public auction at 
Gowhatty. by the Principal Assistant Commissioner of that district, at an annual 
rent of 305 Rupees.-one-half of which will be paid to the Rajah, 'and the other 
half credited to the' Government. -

68. When Rajah Sadhoo Sing, of ]eerung, waited on me, he told me that 
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for many years he had been defrauded of his dues by the Assam timber mer
chants and wood-cutters, and he expresied himself very well satisfied with the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner's arrangements, and seemed very grateful to 
that gentleman for the increase of income which he had obtained by them. 

69. In the rental of the conquered Cossyah village of Maml(oo Poonjee, there 

1853-54. 

Rs. 
• 55 

\ REVENUE. 

I 1857-58.1 Decrease. 

I R$. As; I RII. As. 
35 4 19 II 

has been a decrease of Rupees 19-12, which has 
been oCf'asioned by several of the inhabitants. 
having been carried off by cholera during the 
year 1857"58. The rent is derived Cram a house 
tax, which has three rates, 'Oi8., I rupee, 13 

annas, and 8 annas per house. All widow$ and 
paupers are exempted from this tax, which 

appears to be v~ry moderate, and has been levied with discrimination and with 
a proper regal d to the means of the people. 

70. The royalty levied from the Lakadong coal mines in the Jynteah Hills 

1 ROV.\LTY. 
1853. , I 1856• I Increase~ 

'Rs. As. P.!RS. As. P.\RS. As. P. 
62 i[ 33 205 6 9 142 9 6 

which are at present worked by Messrs. W. 
Moran and Co. of Calcutta, has increased some
what since the- year 1853 i but the existing 
arrangements are not, in my opinion, satisfac" 
tory, and it is my intention to suggest others in 
this repot"t. 

71. Owing to the judicious management of Mr. C. K. Hudson, there has 
been a rather considerable increase in the amount 

SALE PROCEEDS 0., TRIBUTE realized by the sale of the Tributq Goats pre-
GOATS. sen ted annually to the Government by the 

1853-54 II 1857-58. 1 Increase. Dulloys and Village Chiefs and Elders of the 
Rs. As. P. 'IRs. As. P'jRS. As. P. Jynteah Hills. The animals have beeD disposed 
3 1 s 0 1129 13 6 ~8. I~ 6 yof bpublic auction under the personal superin· 

tendence of the Principal Asslstant Commissioner i (I)rmerly, I believe, the sales 
'Were ,entrusted to the Native Officers oC the Court, and hence, in aU probability 
the difference in the amount realize.cL 

72. The ground ;rents -of the building lands in the station of Cberra P90njee 

Increase, Rupees 54. 
have 1ncreased sinc.e the year 1853-54- In that year {here 
'Were '810(s paying an annual aggregate rent of 94 Rupees ; 

1n 1857"58 -there were 13 Building lots which yielded an annual rent oj 148 

'Rupees, These station lands are 1et fpr-building purposes -on leases of 99 years 
at the rAte of 1 Rupee per beegah, agreeably to the Orders of ,Go.vernment, dated 
·the '~3rd'oI January 1832. 

73. The boundaries of the ¥ilitary Cantonments of Cherra Poonjee ha\'e 
only lately been defined according to ~egulation XX of 1810, and the occupied 
1ands, which, after the'Cantonment boundaries had been adjusted, feU beyond 
their limits,' have been assessed by the Principal Assist'lnt Ci>mmissioner under 
the orders in force, and this h~s oc:asioned the increllse iq the st~tioQ ~round 
1'~nts p,bClV{' 'qoti~~~, 
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74. Several large Fisheries, at the foot of the Jynteah Hilts, whicb are 

RENT o. FISHERIES. 

1853-54. J 
1857'58. Ilncrease. 

Rs. ~ Rs 
ISO 1.453 1,303 

annually leased to the highest bidders, have 
increased very considerably in value since the 
year 1853-54. 

75. All the other items of Revenue remain 
about the same as they were in the year 1853-54. 

76, The only Abkarree Revenue, except w hat is realised from the sale of a 
small quantity of opium in the Military Bazar at this station, is derived from the 
sale of Ganjah. In 1853'54 the Annual Revenue obtained from this source was 
Rs. 55-11-6 j for the year 1857-58 it amounted to Rupees 66. 

77. I found that for the last eight or ten years it has been t he practice to 
grant a license for the retail vend of Opium at this station exclusively to the 
person who contracted to supply the rations for the Jail. The license seems to 
have been given with the view of indemnifying the Contractor, hy the profit of 
selling opium, for any loss that he might sustain in supplying the rations. I 
directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to discontinue this irregular 
practice, and to grant Opium licenses in conformity with the Circular Orders 
of the Board of Revenue. 

78. No Opium is sold at the office of the Principal Assistant Commissioner. 
The licensed dealer procures whate\-er Opium he requires irom the Sylhet 
CoJIectorate at the price current in that station. There is, in fact, very little 
demand for the drug in this district. The Cossyahs do not use it i the only 
purchasers seem to be the Up-country and Assamese Sepoys of the Battalion, 
and the servants of the European residents at the statiorr. Only one Opium 
license has been taken out during the current year. 

79. On the margin will he found a l\demorandum of the Receipts and 

Years./ ReceIpts. \ Charges. 

Rs as. p. Rs. as. p. 
18SS-S6 2,463 IS 2 25,166 2 3 
18Sb-S7 21,006 15 3 27,077 I H 
1857'58 21,448 8 2 24,272 8 4 

Charges of the Cherra Poonjee district for 
the years 1855-56, 1856-57 and 1857'58. 
The receipts corr.prised the realised collec
tions of each year on account of Lands, 
Sayer, Abkarree and MiscellaneollS Revenue. 
In the column of Charges only the expense 
o( the Civil Department have been exhibit

ed j all charges on account of the Civil Estabhshment, Roads, the Jail and all 
Civil contingent expenses h",ve been included. The Post Office charges are not 
shown, because the Cherra Post Office is only a branch Post ORice, subordinate 

to that of Sylhet, and a!I its expenses are defrayed 
from the Sylhet Post Office. Amol)g the charges 
are some iarge items· on account of the repairs of 
that portion of the Sylhet and Assam Road which 
passes t~rough this district and of the bridges 
and stagmg bungalows thereon. As tbis ex pen-

Years. 

• 
18SS-55 
1856-57 
1857-58 

Road Charges. 

. Rs. a. p. 
3,438 IS 3 
3.800 8 0 
2,066 7 4 

• sive road was made for imperial purposes, perhaps 
th~ charges :nc.urred for its repairs ought not to be charged exclusively against 
thiS small dlstflct. 

H 
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80. Among the appendixes· will be found a list of the Cossyah States and 

• Appendix NO.3. 
of the British possessions in the Cossyah and 
Jynteah HilIs, in which has been given the names 

of the Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Elders who are in charge of, and are respon

I.-Nobo Sopho. 
~.-Lyksom Poonjee. 
3·-Mowsenram. 
4.-Mywdoon Poonjee. 
5.-Longkhom Poonjee. 
6.-Seenai Poonjee. 
7.-Byrung POOlljee. 

sible for each State and Dependency. On this 
list there are seven petty States, which are not 
in the list submitted with Mr. Mills' Report. 
These small Chieftainships were not known to the 
then Political Agent as distinct and separate vil
lages, or were accidentally omitted from the list 

furnished to Mr. Mills by Lieutenant-Golonel Lister. The Principal Assistant 
Commissioner has mformed me that very little is known about the petty States 
which lie to the W~st and North-western side of these Hills, and that it is not 
~t all unlikely that there may still be other villages existing as separate commu
nities which have escaped the notice of the Authorities. It certainly is astonish
ing how much ignorance there is regarding the interior of these Hills, which have 
peen for so long under the charge of British Officers. 

81. An authentic English tr::tnslation· of all the treaties, agreements and 

• AppendiX NO.4 to 4 X. 
engagements between the British Government and 
the Cossyah Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Elders 

that can now be found, will be submitted herewith i but there seem to be good 
grounds for supposing that agreements which are not now forthcoming have been 
executed by some of the other villages, for it appears from the English corres
pondence in the Principal Assistant Commissioner's Office, that the people of 
the Mowyang district made their submission on the 24th of June J829 to the 
Officer Commanding the Troops at Myrung, and that the inhabitants of the 
small district of Dowarrah Notoormen, on the 5th of January 1833, executed 
a written acknowledgment of the supremacy of the British Government. Neither 
of these documents can now be found among the recor'ds of the Principal Assist
ant Commissioner's Office. 

82. The rf'lations between the British Government and the Cossyah Chiefs, 
Village Sitdars and Elders have never been formally defined. In order to pre
vent any future misunderstanding, this Ehould be done without delay, and in such 
a manner that these rude and wild people may be able thoroughly to understand 
what is required of them. 

83- The five States named on the margin are commonly called the II Sell?i

I.-Cherra PoonJee. 
2.-Khynm. 
3·-Nusteng. 
4 -Lungree. 
5·-Nuspoong. 

independent States, "and their Chieftains have 
always been permitted to exercise, with the aid 
of their Village Counsellors, Sirdars and Elders, 
sole Civil and Criminal jurisdiction in their re
specth'e districts over their own people in all 

matters pertaining exclusively to them. It is tacitly understood and acknowledged 
by these Chieftains, that they are bound to administer public affairs in accord
ance with the ancient and established usages of their districts, to keep their 
people quiet and contented, and to obey, without demur, all the mandates of the 
British Government. 
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84. All cases of every description in which the subjects of the British 
Government, or the inhabitants of the two different States, are concerned, have 
been invariably brought into the Cherra Court, and adjudicated by the Bytish 
Authorities at that station. 

85. The Chiefs of these States have always been required to deliver up, 
on the demand of the Cherra Authorities, all persons charged with offences 
committed in the British Territories, who have taken refuge in these Hill States. 
Since the British power became dominant in this part of the country, there 
has been, I believe, only one instance of recusancy to a requisition of this 
kind. In the year 1849 Rajah Sing Manick, of Khyrim, having refused to 
deliver up some of his people' who had committed a criminal offence in the 
J ynteah Hill'Territory, a Military Detachment was sent against him to enforce 
obedience to the Political Agent's orders, and the Rajah was compelled not only 
to produce the accused partics, but to pay the expenses of the expedition sent 
against him. 

86. It has not been the practice for the British Government to deliver 
up to these Cossyah Chiefs, persons accused of crimes committed in their 
districts who have escaped into the British Territories, and I understand only 
one demand for extradition has been made by a Chief, and on that occasion 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner was directed by the Government to act 
in conformity with the provisions of Act VII of 1854. The Rajah of Cherra 
Poonjee, however, refused to proceed with the case, and in consequence the 
refugee was not arrested. 

87. The ancestors of only one of these Semi-independent Chieftains have 
entered into formal engagements with the British Government. Dewan Sing, 
Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, his Ministerial Officer~ and other inhabitants of 

• Appendix NO.4. 

loth of S~ptember 1829. 

Cherra Poonjee, entered into an agreement· with the 
Governor General's Agent, Mr. David Scott, on the 

88. The only agreement in. which the British Government has pledgee! 
itself to any of thi Cossyah Chiefs is the one above alluded to, made, by Mr. 
David Scott and the Cherra Rajah and his subordinates, on the loth of 
September 1829. In that agreement the Governor General's Agent promised 
on the part of his Government, .that if the Rajah faithfully fulfilled the conditions 
of that agreement, his territory would be " properly protected II by the Govern
ment, and if any quarrels arose between him and other Chiefs, the Gov~rnment 
would undertake the settlement of the disputes. 

89. The Chiefs of Khyrim, Nusteng, Lungree, and Nuspoong have never 
entered into any written engagements with the Government, apparently because 
they were not required to do so; but they are in fact under the protection and 
authority of the Government, and it has been the invariable practice for many 
years to treat them in every respect in the same manner as the Cherra Rajah 
is treated. 
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90. The minor States, which are twenty in number, are known by the 
1.-NIlngklowand Lykenso. name of the" Dependent States. II Under the 
2.-Moleem. 0 d f h H G . 
3-Murnow. r ers 0 t e orne overnment, the distnct 
4·-RalJ'r>e and Mowlie. of Nungklow. which is at present under the S-Cheyla. 
6.-Dourrah Notoormen!z Poonjees). administration of the Principal Assistant 
7.-Mol\senram. 
8.-Mowdun Poonjf'e. Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and 
9-Mahram. 

lo-Mullii Chumlllut. Jynte3;h Hills, is to be placed again under a 
11.-Bhawu1. N' R I I h . d' . 12.-Seenai Poonjee. auve u er. n t e nmeteen other Istncts 
13-Longkhom Poonjee. the Chiefs and their" Muntrees," the Village 
14 -Mowyang. 
1!)-:IIobo-Sopho. f;irdars and Elders, are permit ted to inves-
16.-Jeerung. 
17 -Syung. tigate and decide all Civil and Criminal 
18.-MoHong Poonjee. cases, in which all parties concerned are 
19.-M"wlong PoonJee. 
2o.-L)ksom Poon]ee. their own people, with the exception of cases 

of murder, homicide, and accidental deaths. Under the orders in force, the 
Village Authorities are bound to report at once, to the Principal' Assistant 
Commissioner, these three kinds of cases, which are investigated by the Govern
ment PQlice, and are dispost:d of by the Cherra Poonjee Court. 

91. All cases of every description in which British subjects are concerned, 
or in which all the parties are not inhabitants of the same state, are reservc:d for 
the decision of the British Authorities. These dependent Chiefs are bound to 
produce forthwith, on demand, to thd Cherra Authorities, all refugees, criminals 
and accused persons, and to obey all orders that may be sent to them, from time 
to time, by the Principal Assistant Commissioner. In short, they conduct the 
affairs of their respective districts in strict subordination to the Government. 

92. The Chiefs and people of the dependent States, numbered' from I to 13 
inc:lusive, have at different times fought against and have been conquered by 
British Troops j but their possessions were restored to them in the years 1829 and 
1830, at the cessation of hostilities, and after they had given written acknowledg
ments of submission to the British Government. J have already mentioned that 
the ikrarnamah given by the Sardar and people of Dowarrah Noto'ormen cannot 
be found. 

93. The Ramrye Cossyahs, after having given a written agreement of sub
mission in 1029, again broke out into open rebellion in the year 1831 i they 
murdered their Rajah Zubbur Sin~ because he remained faithful to the British 
Governm~nt, and made a raid into the plains of Assam i they surprised and 
murdered the Police Officers at the Bungong Thannah, in the Kamroop district 
and plundered several of the neighbouring villages. For this unprovoked and 
trt:acherous outrage the Ramrye country was invaded again and occupied for 
some months by British Troops. After the people had made their second sub
mission, a fine of 4,000 Rupees was imposed upon them, which is still under 
liquidation by instalments of 100 Rupees per annum. The fine, I am told, is 
realized every year by a tax of 1 Rupee per house, which is levied from all the 
principal inhabitants of the district. The Ramrye Cossyahs have been peaceful 
ever since; the murder of their Chief and the foray into Assam have not been 
lorgotten. 
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94· Songraph; the Dholab Rajah of Mahram, after having made his sub
mission, again rebelled against the Government in the year 1838. Troops were 
sent against him, and he Wps obliged to sue for peace. He was fined 2,000 

.. Appendix No. 4G. Rupees and executed a second agreement- on the 
13th of February 1839, acknowledging tHe British 

supr.emacy. He was ~nowed to adjudicate all cases belonging to his own people j 

but It was expressly stipulated that he was not to inflict ca.pital punishment. 
95· The Chiefs of the remaining seven small districts have never come 

J4.-Mowyang. 
15 -Nobo Sopho. 
16.-J.eerung. 
17.-Svung. 
18.-Moflong. 
19·-Mo.\ong. 
2o.-Lyksom 

• Appendix No. 4Q. 

into hostile collision with our Government but , 
have voluntarily and cheerfully submitted to our 
rule from the beginning. The Chiefs and People 
of Mowyang gave an ikrarnamah which, as I have 
above !>tated, cannot now be found among the Cher. 
ra: Poonjee records. The Chief of Jeerung execut. 
cd an agreement* to' make the customary repairs /I ot 

the bridges, roads, ghats and stockades, etc." in his district; out the remaining 
five states have never given any written agreements, and have never been asked 
for any. 1 he Chiefs of the petty States of M'owyang, Nobo SOpJlO and J eerung 
are styled" Rajahs" by themselves and their own people; but they are, in fact, 
persons of very inferif)r rank in every respect, and a[e not acknowledged as 
Rajahs by the neighbouring Chiefs and Village Sirdars. 

96. The four sman districts of Syung, MofibOg, Mowlong and Lyksom are 
under the charge of Village Sirdars and Elders, and are in practice entirely 
under the control of the British Authorities. The inhabitants of these villages 
are in t he habit of ra porting robberies and other crimes and offences to tli 
Cherra Poonjee Police Station, and repair, bf their own accord, to the Cherra 
COUlt to- appeal against the decisions and orders of their Chiefs, and to nave 
their cases and' complaints investigated and decided by the Principal Assistant 
Commj~sjoner. 

97- The Chieftainships of the Semi-independent and De'pende\lt States have 
always been considered, undet certain restrictions, to be hereditary in' aU tile 
Cossyah States with the exception' of Chevla Poonjee and Mowlong Poonjee, 
where the Bengal cijstOm of inheritance obtains. A deceased Cossyah Chief. 
tain is succeeded by his brother, and if lie h'as no brothel' by his eldest sisfer's 
eldest son, provided be is not considered disqualified for the office by the ViUag-e 
Durbar. Successions to'tbese offices appear to have been regularly rt:porfed 
to the Principal Assistant Commissioner by the claimants, the deceased Chief
tain's Muntrees and Office'rs, and by the' Sirdars and h-eads of villages j. but 
only successions to'the Cherra Raj have been reporte-d to the G_overn-ment. 

9~r The practice of the Principal i\ssista'nt Commissio'nerii office- in regard 
to successions to the Chieftainships of Dependent States is, that when a 
~Iaill)~nt a.ppears and' represents himself to be the heir ot a deceased Chief, be 
is required to prove hi$' right, and when the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
js satisfied On t hat point, a proclamation is issued to all the inh'abitants, de-siring 
th~n'l to state whether ~~ey -objecJ tq the su~ceSsiQn of the ~laimant. If objec-

I 
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tipn~ are raised, the inhabitants are called upon to vote whether they will or 
will not have him for their Chief. If the candidate obtains a majority of the 
votes, he is considered duly elected j but if not, lh~ people are allowed to 
elect any other member of the late Chieftain's family, who may be eligible ac
cordi~g to the' custo~s of the Cossyahs. Whoever is elected by the 'commu
nity is confirmed in the Chieftainship by an order of the Principal Assistant 
Commissio~er, unless there be some grave personal or political objection to ~ 

him. An appeal from tJ1e Principal Assistant Commissioner's decisions in these 
matters would, of course, lie to the Governor General's Agent, North East 
Frontier i but I believe there has been no disputed succession since Mr. Prin
cipal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has held office here. 

I.-The Station of Cherra Poon-
jee. 

2.-Moosmye Poonjee. 
3.-Mam!oo Poonjee. 
4--Soopar Poonjel'. 
5.-Byrung Poon\ee. 
6.-The Jynteah Hill Territory. 

99. The British possessions in the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills are specified in the margin. In the 
administration of these villages the Government 
has the right of interference in any manner it may 
think fit. -

loa. The station of Cherra Poonjee contains an area of I,Olr acres, 3 
roods. The lands were ceded to the British Government in the years 1829 and 
1830 by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, on the condition that an equll quantity 
of land should be given to him in the plains of Sylhet. These plain lands were 
finally made over to the Rajah on the 22nd of March last by the Officiating 
Collector of Sylhet. 

101. I have ju~t been informed that some of the Pundooah Zumeendars 
have claimed a portion of the land in the Rajah's possession at Bholagunje as 
b~nging to their Estates. As these lands have beeo in the possession of the 
Cherra family for many years, it is not likely that the Zumeendars will be able 
to establish their right to any portion of them in a Court of Justice i but in the 
event of their doing so, the Rajah will be entitled, I think, to receive from the 
Government other lands in lieu of 'any portion of the 46 hals of land at 
Bholagunje, of which he may be deprived by a Decree of Court. 

102. Moosmye Poonjee is a very picturesque village, on the high road 
from Cherra to the plains of Sylhet. and is about a mile from the station. It 
was conquered in the year 1829, when its Chief. Rajah Mookoond Sing, joined 
the rebel Chieftain, Teerut Sing, of Nungklow, in making war upon the British 
Government. As the village is contiguous to the high road and not far from 
the station. it was not considered expedient to restore it to its Native Ruler, who 
received a pension instead of his village. Moosmye Poonjee_ has remained a 
British possession ever since its conquest, and is at present under the charge 
of the Village Sirdars and Elders. No assessment or tax of any kind has been 
imposed upon the inhabitants, who, in lieu of paying taxes, keep in repair that 
part of the Sylhet and Assam high road which passes through their village •. 

103 .. Mamloo Poonjee, since the death of Rajah Jeedur Sing, of Nungklow, 
bas been exclusively under the charge of the Village Sirdars. Since Mr. Mill's 
visit in 1853, the house tax of this village, as I have already mentioned, has 
been readjusted and considerably reduced. 
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104. The Soopar Poonjee District, which was conquered in the year 1829, 

appears to have been under the charge of the Village Sirdars ilnd Elders since 
1837. Before that time, since the conquest, the district, had been placed by the 

,Governor General's Agent under the authority of a member of the family of the 
Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, because the people were turbulent and given to free
booting, and the Sirdars and Elders could not be trusted. 

105. Byrung Poonjee was conquered in the year 1829, and its last Rajah, 
Sook Sing, was killed in opposing the British Troops. Mr. David Scott, 
apparently as a temporary arrangement, placed this district under the charge of 
the Cherra Poonjee Chieftain, who was desired to treat the inhabitants in the 
same manner as he treated his own people. After Mr. Scott's death this matter 
appears to have been entirely overlooked by the Cherra Authorities, and the 
Cherra Rajah has remained in possession of Byrung Poonjee ever since,'and has 
exercised therein sole Civil and Criminal jurisdiction. A separate Report will be 
submitted on this subject for the consideration of Government. I am aware of no 
reason why' the Rajah should be permitted to retain possession of Byrung Poonjee 
any longer, for I think there can be no doubt that it is a ,British possession, 
although the present Rajah, at the instigation of certain unprincipled persons, 
has been endeavouring to make out that it is a part of the Cherra Poonjee 
Territory, which it is not. There is in this distri'ct a rather valuable Lime 
Quarry, which, for sometime, has been a bone of contention between the Rajah 
and Mr. Inglis, and which seems to belong to the Government. 

106. The Jynteah Hill Territory became a British possession in the year 
1835, when the ex-Rajah Raj Indro Sing, resigned it and accepted a pension of 
500 Rupees per mensem. 

107. After these Hills came under the Administration of British Officers 
the villages were continued under the charge of the Dolloyes, who are nominated 
by the inhabitants of their respective villages, and are confirmed by the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner. These Dolloyes hold office for a perio,d of three years, 
after the expiration of which another general election 01' rather nomination of 
Dolloyes takes place j the electors are allowed entire freedom of choice, and their 
nominees ;lre cever rejected by the Cherra Authorities, unless they are in some 
manner notoriously disqualified for the office. The detached villages of h Paunch 
Poonjee ," and other villages bordering on the plains of Sylhet, are under the 
management of Head-men, whose offices are considered hereditary. 

108. No taxation has yet been imposed upon the inhabitants of the Jynteah 
Hills j but the Dolloyes and Sirdars of each village present annually to the 
Government, according to ancient custom, a he-goat in token of their submission. 
There are some extensive Lime beds at the Southern base of the Hills, which 
are let on lease by Government to \Mr. Inglis, at an annual rent of Rupees 
17,700. There are also some valuable Fisheries, which, in the year 1857-58, 
yielded a rental of Rupees 2,'33. 

109. In the station of Cherra Poonjee aU civil and criminal affairs are 
conducted by the Principal Assistant Commissioner under the Assam Rules, and 
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all cases of every kind are investigated and disposed of by that Officer. 
110. The Sirdars and Elders of the conquered villages of Moosmye, Mamloo, 

and Soopar, are permitted to decide all petty civil and criminal cases according 
to their v.ilIage usages. All heinous offences are investigated by the Cherra 
Police, and decided by the Principal Assistant Commissioner, \\ ho tries all civil 
suits that are not cognizable by the Village Authorities. Th~ petty civil anI! 
criminal powers of these village Sirdars and Elders have not been in any way 
defined i but it is very necessary that this should be done without delay. Defini
tion in writing will not be sufficient; but the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
ought to explain, personally and very carefully, to the Village Authorities what 
their powers are, and they ought to be examined by him, from time to time, to as
certain that they have not forgotten what has been taught them. The Principal 
Assistant Commissioner hears appeals from the deci5ions and orders of these 
village Head-men, and all parties, who prefer to resort, in the first instance, to 
his Court, for civil and criminal justice, are at liberty to do so, and ha\e their 
cases decided at once by that Officer. 

Ill. The affairs -of the village of B},rung, as I have before observed, are 
administered by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, under a temporary arrangement 
made with him oy the late Mr. David Scott. . 

i 12, fhe Dolloyes, Sirdars and other Head-men of the villages of the 
Jynteah Hill Territory are permitted to deciae, in open Durbar, acc'ording to the" 
customs of their country, civil suits of a value not exceeding sa Rupe~s, and all 
petty crimirial cases in \\ bich only their own poepIe are concerned. 

113. All civit suits of,a value exceeding Rupees'So, and all neinous offences 
and other criminal cases not within the jurisdiction of the VilJage Chiefs, are 
disposed of by the Prhi ci pal Asslstant Commissioner. AU serious offences 
against life and pr'ope'rty are rep'orted 6r the Doltaies and the VilTage Chiefs to 
the Police Station at Jowaie, and the usual inquiries are made by the Police 
Officer in charge of thai outpost. An appeal from an the" decisions and orders 

. of the bot'loyes and other Village Head-men, lies to the Principal Assistant 
Com'mis'sioner, and

J 

tliose persons who do not wish to have th'eir cases investigated 
pnd decided by the Village Autnorities, are at liberty to bring them into the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner's Court, and to nave them decided by that 

J • 

Officer. 
114. It may not be out of place here to observe that, with the exception of 

the Cheyla Wahadadars, the Cossyah ViO'age Chiefs make no record of their 
judicial proceedin'gs, decisions, and orders j when therefore appeafs are preferred 
against them ta the P'rincipal Assistant Commissioner, the cases are always 
r~·-in·vestig.:lte"d de novo, by that Officer. 

II S. With reference to the Orders contained ill the 8th paragraph of your 
Jetters directing trie to cgnsider whether it lIIight n~t be d'esirable ta unite North and 
South Cachar, the Cherra Poonj ee district and pernaps the superintendence of 
trye Garrow tri?ps under one ,controlling authority, i have the hon~ur to ~e'present 
th'at, afteI' making inquiries from aU public dfficers"an"d others who are likely to 
have useful information on this subject, I have arrived at the conclusion that 
'h~r~ ar~ almost insuper~ble objections to the qnion of th~si? thre~ districts qnde:f 
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one 'Divisional Chief, residing ordinarily at Cherra Poonjee, or indeed at the 
sudder station of either of the two other districts. 

1 16. The South Cachar district may be considered almost in the light of 
a sub· division of the Sylhet district. so closely are the inhabitant s of both districts 
connected with each other in trade and social habits and customs. The existing 
official arrangements seem hitherto to have given general satisfaction for many 
years bOlh to the Native inhabitants anr1 European resident Tea Planters; and 
I think that a transfer of the appellate jurisdiction from' the Commissioner of 
Dacca and the Judge of Sylhet to a Commissioner and Politica1 Agent. with his 
Head Quarters at CherrCi Poonjee. would be very disagreeable to aU classes of 
the people. They do not complain of the existing system. and there is no 
necessity in my opinion. to alter it. • 

1'7. I consider that no advantage would be gained by transferring the 
district of NorLh Cachar from the Assam Commissionership to a controlling 
authority residing at Cherra Poonjee. 

r 18. Colontl Jenkins is of opinion that "Hill portion of lJ North Cachar 
might be II annexed to Cherra without much inconvenience. provided the Southern 
Mouzahs that composed the old district of Dharumpore were again attached to 
the Nowgong division. from which they were lately separated, together with the 
small Mouzahs of Tuleram's country bordering on the Jumoonah River." 

Major Butler, the Deputy Commis~sio:1er of Assam, observes that. if the 
system at present in force be deemed objectionable. he /I would suggest that 
North Cachar be re-annexed to Nowgong, and placed under the control of the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner of that division.'" 

Ilg. 1 he distance between Cherra Poonjee and Assaloo via Silchar, is 
about 150 miles, and by the direct route about 105 miles. The direct cOmmtl
nication, however, between these stations is difficult at all seasons of' the year; 
the greater part 9£ the read. or rather the footpath. runs through the densest 
uninhabited jungles, which. during eight months of the year, are exceedingly 
insalubrious, so much so, that the road may be said to be open only during fout 
months of the dry season. The'distance from Assaloo to Nowgong is about 
120 miles, and to Gowhatty 'Ilia Nowgong, about 200 miles. The great bulk of 
the pop1llation of the North Cachar district is located in the tract of country in 
the Plains. which was transferred from the Nowgong to the North Cachar 
district in the year 1853. Almost the whole of the North Cachar trade is, I 
understand, in the hands of the Nowgong Merchants. There is always a water 
commqnication between that part of the Plains and Nowgong and Gowhatty. 
and it would be a positive injury to the largest and most thriving portion of the 
people of the district to compel them to carry their complaints and appeals 
against the Local Authority across the Hills to Chena Poonjee. The district of 
North Cachar. in.my humble judgment, ought to remain. as it is, attached to 
the Province of Assam. 

120. I' think that the sup::rintendence of the Garrow tlibes cannot be 
psefully placed under a controlling authority residing at Cherra Poonjee. The 

K 
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tribes inhabiting the Eastern Cossyah side of 'the, Garrow Mountains are said 
to be much more fierce and intractable than those \\hich are found on the West
ern side of those Hills. There is no road ef any kind from this side into the 
Garrow Hills, and the Garrews will not permit strangers to. enter their country. 
There appears to be little or no communication between the Eastern Garrows 
and their Cossy.ah neighbours. All the barter trade of the Garrows is carried 
en with th~ inhabitants of the Plains in the districts ef Gowalparah and Mymen
sing, and the sanguinary inroads, which \the Garrows eccasionally make into 
the border villages of those districts, are unknown en this side of their Hills. 
I am satisfied that no authority residing at Cherra Poonjee could have any real 
control over tbe tribes inhabiting the Garrow Hills. The Principal Assistant 
Commissioner at Gowalparah and the Magistrate -ef Mymensing are the local 
functionaries to whom we must always look for the maintenance of tranquillity 
and good order among the Garrow tribes, and these efficers could not be 
placed, with any advantage, under an authority residing at Cherra Poonjee-. 
The Garro-w_ Hills, I think, had better be left as they are. The Principal Assist
ant Commissioner at Gowalparah has managed those tribes with some succes~ 
for several years j and to me it seems extremely doubtful whether any altera
tion of· system, tinder existing circumstances, would be productive of improve
ment. 

12 I. I am not quite satisfied that the system of administeriug the affairs 
of these Hills through the agency of an Assistant attached to the Assam. Com
mission has, as yet, received a fair trial. Mr. C. K. Hudson is a laborious, 
upright, and very meritorious public servant, and I desire to say nothing to 
his disparagement in the least .degree; but in my judgment it was not altogether 
judicious to select an Uncovenanted Officer, who had hitherto held for so long 
only a subordinate position in the Assam Commission, to inaugurate the llew 
system here, and to succeed a Military Officer of rank, who had exercised the 
supreme Military and Civil authority in these Hills for so many years. 

122. These wild Mountaineers respect and stand in awe of the visible 
emblems of Military power; but they have yet to learn the ready obedience 
which more civilized races cheerfully yield to purely Civil authority. I thin-k 
that the result would have been more satisfactory had a Military Officer, belong
ing to the Assam Commission been appointed to the charge of this district on 
the retirement of _Colonel Lister, when the Civil functior.s were separated from 
the Military Command. Had a Military Officer been in charge of the district, 
probably the disgraceful occurrences at Cheyla Poonjee in October 1856 would 
not have taken place.j or at all events the perpetrators of them would not, I 
think, have escaped punishment. I would recommend that, as long as this 
Hill Territory remains attached to the province of Assam, it should always be 
under the charge of pne of the Commissioner's Military Assistants~ an Officer 
of standing and experience. 

123. If the Cherra Poonjee district is to remain under the contr"l of the 
Assam Commission, some alteration in the system of appeal seems to be 
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necessary. To appeal against the decisions of the Principal Assistant Commis
sioner in charge of. the Cossyab and Jynteah Hills is now a matter of much 
difficulty and some danger. The Courts of Assam are at Gowhatty, which is 
ab~ut 100 miles from Cherra Poonjee. The road across the mountains is difficult 
at all times, and during about seven or eight months· of the year cannot be 
traversed without considerable risk on account of the excessive insalubrity of 
the lower range of Hills on the Assam side, which are impregnated with malaria. 

124. The difficulty of appeal is a very general, and, in my opinion, a 
reasonable complaint. After many inquiries and much consideration, I am 
unable to discover any other remedy than that recommended by Mr. Mills, 
who proposed u to place the Cherra Courts, in regard to appeals in all civil and 
criminal matters, under the control of the Civil and Sessions Judge of 
Sylhet." The judicial appeals which now go before the Deputy Commissioner 
of Assam might be made, I thi'lk, with advantage, to the Civil and Sessions 
Judge of Sylhet, who should be enjoined to conduct his proceedings in these 
cases in conformity with the Assam Rules. 

125. It is desirable, in my opinion, to give to the Judge the power to direct 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner to commit, for regular trial, before him, any 
cases that may have been sent up to him for orders under the 6th Clause of the 
second Section of the Assam Criminal Rules~ Of course this power ought to be 
exercised very sparingly, because frequent attendances at Sylhet would be 
extremely incon~enient and disagreeable to the Hill people j but cases of the 
gravest kind may be sent up under the Section above cited, in which it may be 
absolutely necessary for the ends of justice that the Judge should have the 
parties and their witnesses before him. 

126. In the Cherra Poonjee district, as there is no Junior Assistant, Sub
Assistant, or Sudder Ameen to conduct the preliminary proceedings required 
by Clause I, Section "2 of the Assam Criminal Rules, the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner, who holds the trial under the 4th Clause of that Section, is 
necessitated to make all the preliminary enquiries also, and this modt: of proce
dure~ Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson says, does not admit of 
so fair a chance of justice being obtained by the prisoners, as teey would 
have if they were tried on commitment by a "separate Judge." 

127. If the Principal Assistant Commissioner-be a careful and experienced 
Officer, the prisoners are not, I think, likely to be disadvantaged by their cases 
being investigated alJ iniJio by the Superior Officer j but in a district thus 
circumstanced, additional precautions are not altogether supererog~tory, and it 
is all the more necessary that the Judge should posses5 the power of calling 
the parties before him in exceptional cases, when he considers it expedient so to 
do. The Deputy Commissioner of Chota Nagpore has this power, and the 
practice, I believe, has been found to work very satisfactorily. 

128. The Commissjoner of Assam has intimated to me that he sees no 
" objections·to the judicial appeals from the Assistant at Cherra being heard by, 

• From April to the middle of November. 
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the Civil and Sessions Juc!ge of Sylhet," neither does he see any objection to 
the revenue and police appeals, which now lie to his Court, being transferred to 
t he same functionary. 

129. There is, however, this difficulty in transferring all these judicial 
appeals to the Judge of Sylhet, which requires consideration. 'I he Cossyahs on 
the Assam side of Nungklow, and the .inhabitants of the lower Hills in the 
Gowhatty direction, who are chiefly Meekirs and Garrows, have considerable 
intercour~e and a rather extensive trade in Hill produce, with the people of the 
KamrQop district. To these perSOllS it would, of course, be much more conve
nient to resort for a ppellat e justice to 1 he Assam Courts than to the Judge of 
Sylhet ; and Colonel J~nkins thinks that if ~ny change of the existing system of 
appeal be deemed requisite, the boundary between the Cossyah Hills and tIle 
Kamroop district should be so defined-II as to annex to Kamroop as large an 
extent of the lower Hills II as possible." 

130. No doubt the boundaries of the Kamroop district and the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills require to be carefully and scientifi cally defined i but this, in all 
probability, will be a work of sollfe time; and 'as it appears very desirable, in case 
any alteration in the aystem of appeal is made, that the inhabitants of the low 
Hills on the Assam side should not be sent to the Sylhet Court, it will not be 
difficult, I imagine, to arrange mltters, so that the appeals from that part of the 
country should go, as at pre5ellt, to the Assam COllrts, and_those belonging to 
the remaining part of the district to Sylhet. I am not aware of any serious 
objection to this division of lppeUate jurisdiction. There are, I believe, several 
subdivisions in the Regulation Provinces in which the sub divisional Officer i3 
subordinate to more than one Sessions Judge. 

131. The Civil and Sessions Judge of Sylhet has stated that he is not aware 
of any obJection to the transfer of the Cherra appeals from the Court of the 
Deputy Commissioner of Assam to his Court. 

132. It is, I think, unnecessary to make any alteration in t he system of 
appeals from the decisions and orders of the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
in the revenue, police, and political ,departments. I would recommend that these 
appeals be made, as at present, to the Governor General's Agent and Commis .. 
sioner of Assam. There are ordinarily very few cases of these classes, and it is 
not desirable that the Judge of Sylhet should have any control over them. 

J 33. I beg to represent that it appears to me, after the fullest consideration, 
that the most advantageous course will be to revert to the mode of administra
tion that was in force for so long under Colonel Lister. It is, I think, very 
desirable that the Military Command should be reunited to the .Civil functions 
of the district. ' 

134. I would place the chief civil authority in the hands of the Commandant 
of the Sylhet Light Infanlry Battalion; and would mak;e his Second in Command 
the District Officer. II Superintendent of th~ Cossya~ and J ynteah Hills 
Territory" might be an appropriate official designation for th~ former officer, and 
his subordinate might be styled 1/ Assistant to the Superintendent." . 
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135. I would propose that the Superintendent of these Hills should exercise 
therein all the powers and functions of a Commissioner of Revenue and Cir
cuit, a Civil and Sessions Judge, and a Political Agent, and I would recommend 
that all appeals from his decisions and orders, in every Department, should lie, 
not to the Sudder Court and Board of Revenue, but direct to the Government of 
Bengal j in she-rt, that he should exercise in this territory precisely the same 
powers and functions as are exercised by the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore 
in the tributary Mehals of the South West Frontier division. That simple and 
rational system has been found to work well among the wild and excitable races 
that are fonnd in that vast and remote tract of country, and I see no reason why 
if should not be equally successful among these semi-civilized Mountaineers. 

130. The Second in Command and Assistant to the Superintendent should 
have charge of the district as District Officer, and should exercise, in subordina
tion to the Superintendent, the powers of a Principal Assistant of the Assam 
Commission, With a few alterations, ~he Assam Civil and Criminal Rules 
might be made applicable to the administration of public affairs in these Hills by 
a Superintendent and his Assistant j and till this can be done, these 9fficers 
ought to be guided, as much as p')ssible, by the Assam Rules which are in force 
here now. It is desirable that there should be no hasty or unnecessary change 
in the mode of administering affairs in these Hills, for these Mountaineers are 
very suspicious and easily alarmed. 

137. I may remark that the former mode of administration by a Military 
folitical Agent and a Military Assistant fail to give satisfaction to the Govern
ment and the people apparently not on account of any defect in the system, but 
because of the very intimate connection that subsisted between the Political 
Agent and his son-in-law, Mr. Henry Inglis, who then held in his hands aJmost 
the whole of the trade of these Hills. So omnipotent was Mr. Inglis' influence with 
the Cherra authorities universally supposed to be, [hat in every case in which 
that gentleman was concerned the Cherra Court never obtained any credit with 
the public for impartiality, and English Traders fled tbe country rather than 
encounter the risk of their decisions. It is certain that at that time a root and 
branch change of administration was most urgently required in order to convince 
the inhabitants of these Hills that the Government wished and intended them to 
receive pure and impartial justice. It was not, however, the system that was at 
fault, but the administrators of it were entirely in a false position, and, however 
just and unimpeachable their official acts and proceedings might have been, they 
would never have inspired confidence or given sa~isfaction to the people. I can 
discover no reason why the Civil and Military functions should not be reunited, 
their union is undoubtedly a source of strength not only to the Civil bu~ also tQ 
the Military power. 
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138. If the former system is to be reverted to, I would propose that the 

PRESEIIT CHARGES. 

1 I :I 

Office. I Charge 

-I 
Commanda.nt of Sylhef 1 Rs. a. p 

Light 1 nfantry 8atta- J >,'303' hon, being a MaJor. 
MIlItary pay and al-
lowance. 

Second in Command 

1 of Sylhet Light Infantry 500 0 0 Battalion, consolidated 
allowance. 

Prmcipal Assistant I 750 0 0 
CommlSSlJ.)ner's salary. , 

Total, Rupees ... 2,48930 

I PRO pas ED CHARGES. 

I 3 ~_4 
OffIce. I Charge. 

Su perintendent of 1 Rs. 
,Cossyah and Jyntenh 
Hills, and Comman- j 1,600 
dant of Sylhet Light 
lnfantry Battalion. , 

,Assistant Superin-

1 ten dent and Second 10 

Command of Sylhet 750 
Light Infantry l:Satta-

t hon• J 

. 
---- ----

Total Rupees ... 2,350 

Superintendent and 
Military Command
ant should receive a 
consolidated salary oS 
1,600 Rupees per 
mensem~ and the As
sista.nt Superinten
dent and Second ira 
Command a Consoli
dated salary of 750 
Rupees a month. If 
this scale of salary be 
adopted, there would 
be a monthly saving" 
of about 139 Rupees 
in the present charges 
\\ hen the Bat talion is 

* Saving as per new system, Rs. 139-3, whi .. h Will be required for strength- commanded by a 
ening the EstablIshments. Major, \\ hicb it usual-

ly is. During the incutnb€'ncy of Colonel Lister, the Political Agent received a 
Civil allowance of 400 Rupees per mensem, and his Assistant and Second in 
t Military pay Rs. as. Command 150 Rupees a month, in addition to their 

and allowances... 1,482 '" Military pay and allowances. During the time Colonel 
Political Agent's Lister held the Political Agency, as a Lieutenant-

salary 4000 
C,olonel, his aggregate monthly salary amounted to 

• .. 1,882 4 R 88 t upees I, 2-4. 
Total ... 

139. If the Civil and Military functions are to- be again united, it will, of 
course, be necessary that the Superintendent and his Assistant should possess 
Civil as well as Military experience and qualifications, and in consequence it 
seems desirable that the patronage of these two appointments should be vested ill 
the Supreme Government. 1 may add that it is above al1 things necessary that 
the officers who are entrusted with power and authority in these Hills should be 
entirely free from pecuniary embarrassments. It ~ay, perhaps, be thought out of 
place to tIlention this here j, but there are cogent reasons "hy the officers 
who ate to represent the Government at Cherra Poonjee shol1ld be thoroughly. 
and in every sense of the word~ independent. whi.ch no public servant, who 
'is not perfectly free from indebtedness, can be perhaps anywhere i but certainly 
not in these Hills, where there are temptations and trials. which in these da} s 
are seldom met with elsewhere. 

140. With reference to your letter No. 13S-, of the 19th of January 1857, 
and to the jth paragraph of your letter under reply, I beg to state that the 
a,Ppointment of an Additional Officer to the Cherra Poonjee district is not, in 
my opihion, required just at present. The Heme Government has been pleased 
to order the appointment 01 OJ. Native Chief to the Raj of Nungklow. and therefore 
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no additional arra'1gements or expenses are now requisite on account of that fine 
district. From the business returns herewith submitted, it will, I think, be 
apparent that the work of this dic;trict is very light, and that the services of an 
additional Assistant are not at present needed. The difficulty pointed out by 
the Commissioner of Assam of providing for the duties of this Hill station, 
when the Assistant in charge falls sick, by the deputation of an Assistant from 
Assam, no doubt exists, (or during six or seven months of the year it is 
exceedingly dangerous for any European to cross the lower range of Hills on the 
A ssam side j but the Hon'ble t he Court of' Directors will not authorise the 
permanent retention of an extra Officer to supply the place of his superior in 
case of absence or of illness, and I think the Government ought not to be asked 
to do so. In cases of emergency, when it may be absolutely necessary to relieve 
the officer in charge of the Cossyah and J ynteah Hills without delay, the Assistant 
at Sylhet or at one of the neighbouring Bengal stations, can Le deputed to Cherra 
Poonjee to take charge of the office till the Principal Assistant Commissioner is 
fit for duty, or till the Commissioner of Assam can make other arrangements for 
carrying on the dutie'S. When the lIiJ1 route from Gauhati to Cherra Poonjee 
is closed, an Assistant can be sent round by water in about twenty-five or thirty 

days. 
141. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has stated that he 

is unable to visit the interior of his district, because there is no person to whom 
he can make over charge of his Treasury and the current duties of his office 
at the sudder :station. There never is much money in the Cherra Poonjee 
Treac;ury, and the current duties of the office are ordinarily triflillg; and do 
not, in my opirion, require tile continual presence of an Assistant at Cherra 
Poonjee. The treasure would be perfectly safe, during 1 he Principal Assistant 
Commissioner's temporary absence, under the charge of the Military guard, 
which is always on duty at his treasury. The Assistant Commissioner of the 
South West Frontier Agency, before Sub-Assistants were attached to their 
divisions, were always in the habit of leaving tneir Treasuries and sudder stations 
during ~he cold season for the purpose of making their r..lOfussil tours, and no 
Officer was left in charge ot th~ stations. As no inconvenience resulted from 
that practice, I see nQ reason' why the Principal' Assistant Commissioner at 
Cherra Poonjee should' not, in like manner, visit the interior of his di~trictJ when 
there is no Officer available to take charge of the station j any unexpected 
occurrence of irrtpbrtance'might be dealt with by the Mllitary Officer in com
mand of the station. 

142. The S'udder and Mofussil establishments of the Pripcipal AssistMt 
Commissioner have been recently' re-organized with the sanction.- of the Gdvern:. 
ment without any additional expense j but several ohhe Native Officers' are still 
under-paid, and some addition to the establishment will be necessary, provided 
any fiscal measures are to be introduced into the Jynteah Hills. 

, I submit Statement of the Establishment which 
AppendiX No, s. 

the Principal Assistant Commissioner thinks is 

* No. 1598. dated 21st ApnllSsS. 
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required for the efficient management of his district. A deduction of 4S Rupees per 
mensem is to be made from the monthly sum· tota,l of the proposed establishmen 
because the Nungklow district is not to be brought under direct management. 
I believe the Principal Assistant Commissioner's Establishment is still insufficient 
for the increasing requirements pf the office i but it is not ad\isable, in my 
opinion, to make any increase or alteration in it till the Government has decided 
whether thetMilitary and Civil offices are to be reunited, and whether it is expe
dient to impose an assessment on the J ynteah Hills. When these questions 
have been determined, the Pcincipal Assistant Commissioner's Establishment 
pught to be revised and placed on an efficient footing with reference to the 
quantity of work it will be expected to perform., 

143. Mr. Priqcipal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has represented to me 
that thl( ordinary travelling allowancre of ~upees 5 per diem is inadequate to 
cover the actual expenses incurred by the District Officer whilst travelling on 
.duty in these Iiills. The camp equipage, in short everything, has to be carried 
by coolies, and the rGJ.tes of 'p.orterage and other expenses of travelling are about 
double what they are in th~ plains. I have f ravelled in the interior of these Hills 
and therefore know from experience that the travelling expenses of the district 
Officer, practisi'1g the stricte~t economy, mu~t necessarilf eXJ;:eed very consider
ably the authorized allowance of Rupees S a day. The Junior A~sistant Com
missioner in charge of North Cachar is permitted, ~ believe, on acconnt of the 
heavy expens~ of 'travelling in that district, to draw, in addition to his salary, a 
fixed travelling allowance of Rs. 250 a month for the whole year. Under these 
circumstances, I venture to recommend that the Principal Assistant Cornmis
!lioner in charge of the Cherra Poonjee district be illowed to draw a travelling 
allowance of Rupees 250 a month for the period during whi:h he is actually 
abseI)t from his sudqer st~tion C!n duty in the interior of his district. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS. 

144. Under the Orderst of Government, an allowance of 50 Rupees per 
P1ensem has been gr",nted to the RevereneJ Mr. Lewis of ~he Cherra Poonjee 
fI Free Church Pre!?byterian Mission, for the payment of teachers, the purchase 
of books and stationery, for the purpose of promoting secular instruction among 
the inhahitants of the Cossy?-h an.d Jynteaq Hills." The grant was made on 
the understanding that it might be withdrawn at any time, that the schools 
should be at aU tirQes open to the inspection of the qfficer~ of Government, and 
that the Reverend Mr. Lewis should submit to Government, through the Cherra 
pocnjee Civil i\.uthority, "a report of his proceeqings and of the manner in which 
~he grant may have been expended." . 

• Rs. 2,017-4-7. 
t No. 215. March 13th 18St. 
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145. Since the appointment tlf a Director General of Public Instruction, 
these Missionary Schools have been placed 

• Names vi Schools. 

I. Nogsowlia Bovs' Sch JOt ... I 
2. Ditto Girl.' ~chool .. . 
3- Moosmye 
4- M'Imloo 
5. Cherra Poonjee 
G. Chena Station ••• 
7, Soopar 
8. Nongwar 
9. Nonkro 

10, N oJ1greem 

Telal 

Average under the Inspector of Schools of North 
number of East Bengal and Assam, to ",hom the 

pupils. 

20 
8 
6 

26 
6 
5 

10 

7 
10 

---
1321 

Reverend Mr. Lewis .:oakes quarterly 
Reports on their progress and condition. 
The last returns which have bee-n sent to 
me show that there are ten- Schools in 
these Hills, and the aggregate numb,er of 
pupils attending them on the ~oth 01 
April last was 132. I ought, however, 
to mention that the "Soopar" School 
appears to have entirely failed lately. 
Provision3 are exceedingly dear this year 

in that part of the country: and the people will no longer aJlow their children to 
attend the Schoo', because they are -obliged to send them to labor for their daily 
bread. 

146. in all these Schools instruction is imparted in the Cossyah language. 
At the Cherra Poonjee SUdder Missionary School, which is called" Nongsowlia," 
there is a School both for Girls and Boys. In this and in two or three of the 
other Schools, English and Bengalee are taught i but the greater part of the 
instruction in all these Schools is given in the Vnnacular language of the 
country. 

'47- The ~everend Mr. Lewis, and his coadjutor the Reverend Mr. Parry, 
are most zealous. and inderatigable in their Missionary and Educational labors. 
Though their Schools have not a very promising appearance on paper, and the 
number of pupils is much smaller than was anticipated when the Schools were 
first established, yet I have no doubt that they are silently and gradually working 
a great deal of good. . Wherever there is a School, it forms, as it were, a little 
nucleus.of civilization, it attracts to it the more intelligent and in quiring of the 
inhabitants, some of whom may, perhaps, discover, from their intercourse with 
Christian Teachers, thal there ,is something to be learnt that will better their 
worldly condition, and something that will profit them here and hereafter more 
than the breaking of eggs and the senseless worship of imaginary demons. 

148. Thele certainly is, in Mr. Lewis' converts and pupils, a marked 
superiority over their untaught and unenlightened neighbours. The Cossyah 
converts, who are almost all drawn from the humbler classes of their countrymen, 
appear to be more trustworthy and better conducted than the generality of 
Native Christian converts who are to be met with in the vicinity of some 0' the 
Missionary stations in Bengal. It is very evident that Mr. Lewis' zealous and 
selfdenyin~ exertions have not been thrown away, and I am satisfied that the 
Cossyahs would be very much henefiteJ if the: Governme:lt, by increasing the 
present small Educational Grant, would enable that gentlema.n to widen the 
sphere of his labours and usefulness in these Hills. 
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149. Notwithstanding that the Reverend Mr. Lewis has very superior 
qualifications as a Christian and secular Teacher, and although these Missionary 
Schools have re=eived full and judicious support from the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hill" it cannot be said 
that these Educational operations have proved success rut. These Schools are 
not pop~lar with the C05syahs, and as yet have done but little towards breaking 
thro"gh their stupid and inveterate prejudices aga.inst Educafion, and indeed 
against all kind~ of mental training and exprtion. 

150. Mr. W. Robinson, the Inspt!ctor of Schools, and Mr. Principal Assistant 
Commissioner Hudson, have informed me that they are disposed to attribute the 
unfavourabl", results of these experiments, in a great measure, to tbe use of the 
Cossyah language and the Roman character in these institutions. They think 
that these Schools would have met with less opposition and greater success had 
instruction been given in the Bengalee language, and even had the Bengalee 
instead of the Roman chancter been used in writing the Cossyah language. 
From the inquiries which 1 have made among the people, I incline to think that 
th~se Gentlemen have rightly indi,:ated the cause of failure in the existing 
Educational scheme. • 

15 I. There He certainly great obstacles and o\:>jections to imparting in
struction in the Cossyah language, and to the use of rhe ROllan character in 
writing it. To instruct with efficiency in the Cossyah language, a Teacher 
must be familiar with at least three different dialects, each of which is so dissimi
lar to the others that it mdY alm,lst be call .. d a distinct language. The Cherra 
Cossyahc; cannot understand the people of Joowaie, and school-hooks prepared 

lin the Cherra dialect, which has been adopted by the Missionaries, would be 
iunintelligible to the inhabitants of M"flong, Myrung, Nongklow, and almost aU 
Ithe villages in the Jynteah Hlll~. Besides, I believe there are only two secular 
lschool books· in the COiisyah hnguage i the other Cossyah books consist of two 
Catechisms, 32 Christian Hymns, and a translation of the four Gospds. the Acts 
ohh~ Apostles, and of Hall's" Come to Jesus." 

152. The whole trade of these Hills is carried on with the Bengalees 
of the Sylhet plains on the one side, and with the Assamese on the other. The 
Cossyahs require ~ome knowledge of the Bengalee langQage and arithmetic to 
enable them to protect them'ielves against thi:: keen ~averl of Ben£alee inter
preters and agent~, and the traders of the plains. I have repeatedly urged th9 
Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdars, Eldt!rs and People to send their children to these Mis
sionary Schools, and they have, in almost every instance, made the salTe reply. 
They said th~ would w~llinglr .9~o~ provided their c:.l!ildren were in~!~ 

in Bfmgale!l.<~!!.g_J:!~~ ~ h~2~ppr.!_~.~i~~ ~!,~~q?i!:.~~ .~~£~.~.~,o~c!g~ . .:~~~oul~ 
usef0.~~. th~~.Jn ~~t~~ l~: 1 am strongly of opinion that the peop!e of these 
Hills will derive no real an'd lasting benefit from any scholastic institutions which 
do not teach thrQugh the medium of the Beng .. lee langua~e. . 

~53. Messrs. Robinson and Hudson have represented that they consider it 
would be advantageous to establish a good Bt:ngalee School at each of the places 
in these Hills where we have a Police station, viz., Cherra Poonjee, Nungklow and 

- .. 
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Joowaie. The latter is, perhaps, the largest"and most opulent village of the Jyn
leah Hills. I think it very desirable that some such eJCperiment should be tried, 
but as the district of Nungklow, under the recent orders of the Home Govern .. 
menl, is to be placed again under a Native Ruler, and as Joowaie is too distant 
from the sudder station of Cherra Poonjee for efficient control over a scholastic 
establishment at that out-post, I would recommend that at first an experimental 
Bengalee ~chool should be established only at Cherra Poonjee. 

154. The Inspector of Schools has brought to my notice the extreme difficul· 
ty that is e~perienced in indu,:ing the Cossyahs to send their children to School. 
At an early age they become useful to their parents, who are unwilling to forego 
their services to enable them to obtain instruction, the utility of which is riot 
apparent to them. Mr. Robinson has proposed that a few small Stipendiary 
scholarships should be attached to each Bengallee School, with the view of 
inducing parents to cause the attendance of their children. He thinks, and l 
agree with him, that a few pecuniary rewards of this kind, judiciously distributed, 
might be the means of attracting a considerable number of children to these 
Schools. The system of giving a small pecuniary subsistence allowance to the 
most desen'ing pupils has been tried at the Cole School at Chyebassah in the 
South West Frontier Agency, and has b~en found to answer remarkably well t~ere~ 
I believe that some arrangement of the same kind would prove equally advantage
O\1S in. these Hills. 

155. Mr. Robinson has proposed the underment\oned estabiishments for a. 
l3engalee School at Cherra Poonjee, which, in my opinion, is ml)derate, and will 
answer the purpose very well :-

ESTABLISHMENT. 

A Teacher on IS Rupees a month •.• 

Two stipendiary Scholarships, at 5 Rupees 

per mensem each 

Three stipendiary Scholarships, at 3 Rupees 

per mensem each '" 

Eight stipendiary Scholarships, at 2 Rupees 

per mensem each ... 
Servant ,., 

Books and Stationery ... 

Total ... '" ••• 

15 Rupees. 

10 It. 

9 " 

16 " 

5 " 

=0 -" 

-
,.. 75 Rupees. 

--
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'I his Cherra Poonjee Bengalee School should .be open to all.Classes of the 
Community; but the Scholarships ought to -be reserved for the Cossyah pupils 
and bestowed 'upon them according to merit. 

156. If the Reverend Mr. Lewis would undertake tbe superintendence of 
this Bengalee School, it might, with great advantage, t think, be entrusted to his 
fostering -care, for he has proved beyond question that he has the improvement 
and well.being o~ the Cossyah tribes much at heart, and he would, I feel assured, 
exe.rt himself to the utmost to.do justice to the Institution. If Mr. Lewis "ill 
take charge of the School, it would be necessary to make him an addi,tional grant 
of Rupees 75 a month for this specific purpose, subject to the. same conditions 
as those under which he at present receives the month1y grant of Rs. 50. 1f, 
however, Mr. Lewis shoule! be disinclined to take upon himself the lI'anag~ment o( 

the Bengalee SchoCi~ it might be placed under the superintendence of the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner, who should select a convenient siteon the Government 
ground for a Schoolhouse, which will ,cost probably about Rs. 300. 

157. If the Bengalee Experimental Scbool at Cherra Poonjee prospers, a 
Benga1ee School might afterwards be opened at Nungklow and Joowai~; if, 
however, the experiment, under European superintendence, fails at the sudder 
station, it is not likely to 'Succeed -elsewhere. . 

TRADE. 

158. By far the greater portion of the trade of the Cossyah and Jaintia 
Ams is carried on with the people of the plains on the Southern or Sylhet side 
of the mountains. -

159. The trade of the Cossyahs with the Assamese is for the most part, a 
barterin trade IS not by any means extensive. They take down, to t -e 
fts~ markets, cotton, rude Imp e~~l!.2.-_~usb~!ldry manuf!ctur~d from..s.r.u.dt!.. 
Hill iron by the CossYah blacksmiths. yams grown on the flanks of the lower 
Hills, small quantities of potatoes, honey, bres' wax and other Hill produce. 
and they bring back, in exchange, salt, tobacco, molasses, dried fisb, horned 
cattle, goats, pigs, poultry, cotton and silk cloths, and other trifling articles. 
The Exports and Imports are about equal in value. and are estimated at about 
15,000 Rupees per annum. 

160. I subjoin Tables, which have been very kindly prepared for me by
Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, of the .trade between this terri
tory and the markets of the Bengal plains. It is not pretended that these Tables 
are very accurate, as they have been compiled, for tbe most part, from oral 
information obtained by cross-questioning numerous traders, many of whom are 
extremely ignorant and suspicious, and unable to give any correct or indeed 
intelligible account of their own trading transactions, Mr. Hudson I know, has 
taken a great deal of trouble in searching for the best information, and it seems 
to me that these Returns may be accepted as a fair representation of the state 
of trade in these Hills. 



I 

Articles. 

Limestone 
Smeltt<l.Jron 
Coal 
Sti.ck Lac 
Honey 
Bees' Wax 
Ivory 
Potatoes 

~ottoo 
Caoutt-houe 

¥Coarse Cinnamon ... 
Bay Leaves (Tezpat) 
Or:lngf's •.• 
Betel Nuts 
Pawn Leaves 

Articles. 

Rice .. 
Salt ... 
Oil ... 
Tobacco ... 
Ghee ... 
Treacle ... 
Sugar ... 
Dholl ... 
Fresh and dried I- ish 
CIC'ths of sorts ... 
Cows and Oxen ... 
Pigs ... 
Goats ... 
Poultry ... 
Brass Pots and Pans 
Coral Beads ... 
Gold ... 
Silver ... 
~ 
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... . .. ... ... ... . .. 
-... 

. .. ... 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 

TABLE OF EXPORTS. 

3 \- 4 

Quantities Exported. Value of Exports. obtained 00 I I I 
Estimated ProfitS 

Exports. 

17,00,000 ~buods. 
I 

Rs. 3,06,000 Rs. 1,02.000 
5,625 
3,135 

600 

45,000 II 

25,000 " 
600 JJ 

200 
20 
6 

5o,aoo 
12;000 
1,000 
.,000 
2,000 

4,50•00,000 
3,00,00,000 
10,00,00,000 

Total 

JI 

JI 

II 

II 

JJ 

" 
II 

" 
" 
" 
" 

JJ .. 
JJ 

IJ 

II 

II 

., 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Rs. 

TABLE OF IMPORfS. 

2 

61,5°0 

13,500 

4,200 
1,600 

7°° 
150 

1,2S,OOO 
42,000 

8,000 
2,000 
1,000 

78.150 

37,500 
12,500 

7,00,Qoo 

3 

lQuantities Imported./ Value of Exports. 

f,SO,ooo Maunds. Rs. 2,25,000 
2,000 IJ ., 10,000 

800 
" 

. 8,000 JI 

1,000 
" " 

6,000 
JOO 

" " 1.500 
.,eoo 

" II 4,000 
S°D " " 

5,000 
800 " II 2,000 
...... 

" 
30,000 

.., ... 
" 25,000 

. ..... » 4.°00 
~ ...... JI 10,000 
...... 

" 2,5°0 
. ..... II 8,000 ...... 

" 5.000 
...... JJ 2,000 
...... JJ 4,OCO ...... .. 8,000 

I Total ... Rs. 3,50,000 

" 
II 

II 

IJ 

" JI 

" 
II 

It 

" 
" " 
JI 

Rs. 

4 

200 
100 
180 

?5,000 
3,000 
1,000 

250 
250 

16.815 
9,315 
3, 125 

1,70,105 

Eatimated Profit 
obt"inedon 

Imports. 

Rs. 28.12$ 
JJ I,ooq 

" 1,000 
JI 750 
II ISO 
,. .250 
II 75° 

" 400 
JI 3,000 

" 4,000 .. SOD 
II 1,50 1) 

" 400 
JI 800 
,I- 500 
IJ 400 

" 300 .. SOQ 

s 

-Rs. 44,325 

N 
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161. The total value of the Export trade of this territory to Bengal has been 
estimated, I think, fairly by Mr. Hudson at about seven lakhs of Rupees per 
annum, Pond this, 1 should say. is rather below than above the mark. The princi
pal articles of Export are _limestone, smelted iron, coal, potatoes, cotton. oranges, 
caoutchouc, betelnuts and pawn }eaves. 

LIMESTONE. 

16z. The average-quantity of limestone annually q~rri,ed in this t~rritory 
is about seventeen lakhs of ~aunds, of which ab,ut fifteen lakhs are quarried by 
the firm or Messrs. Inglis and Co., of Chattuck, and "the remaining two lakhs by 
a Mr. Sarkies and a Mrs. Stark; the former. I believe. is an Armenian. the latter 
an East Indian lady~ Scme of jhe Quarries of the former are, 1 understand, 
worked in the name of a Native Gom"ashta. 

16j. Herewith I have the honor to submit a liste of the limestone tracts 

• Appendix No •. 6~ 
in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills held by Mr. Inglis and 
other traders in limestone. under leases (rom the Go,oern .. 

ment and the Cossyah Chiefs and Village Sirdars and Elders. 

164. The limestone trade is carried on by a $ystem of advances made 
to the men who quarry the stone, and the boatmen who bring it down in 
small canoes froJll the Quarries to the Depots at Chattuck and Sonamgunge 
Quarrying operations can be carried on only during the dry season, on account 
of the ~xceeding insalubrity of the places where most of the best Quarries are 
situated" When the Cholera happens to break. out at the Quarries, the quarry
men immediately desert their work, disperse to their own villages, and will not 
return till they are convinced that the epidemic has. disappeared. Such occur
J'ences, which are not unfrequent, occasion considerable loss to the traders in 
limestone. 

165. The limestone is said chiefly to native Merchants at Chattuck and 
SQnamgunge, wpere it is burnt and manufactured into slacked lime, which is 
exported to CalcQtta and aU the principal marts in Bengal. Mr. Inglis has 
informed me that only about one-sixteenth part of the lime manufactured 
annually in the Sylhet district, is burnt at his depot at Chattuck. 

166. During the last three years the price of II Sylhet lime" seems to 
have risen from about So to 50 per cent. in Calcutta, and in most of the principal 
Bazars in Bengal. Messrs. Burn and Co .• of Calcutta, the Railway Contractors, 
have pointed out the great inconvenience elCperienced from the deficient supply 
and very high prices of lime. and have informed me, that had not large 
'q uantities of " Gootia lime" been procurable at almost all the differer.t places 
along the Railway line, the probability is that the price of lime wou~d have risen 
to treble what it has been during the last three years. 

IP.7. The price of limestone at Chattuck and Sonamgunge -has risen, during 
the last three years, more than 50 per cent., and I am informed that for some 
time it has been readily sold at those depots for 18 Rupees per 100 maunds. 
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168. Mr. Inglis has ascribed the rise in the price of lime during the last 
two years to the scarcity of freight, the enhanced price of labor, and the rent 
paid by him for the Government Quarries j but he says the chief cause of tbe 
rise of prices is the difficulty of obtaining freight. No doubt, for the last two 
years there has been very great difficulty in procuring boats for the exportation 
of lime from Chuttnck and Sunamgonge j but this does not cause the very great 
rise of price of limestcne at these two depots. The enhanced prices of limestone 
and lime have bet-n, ( believe, partly occasioned by the increased value of labor 
and the difficulty of procuring boats. Messrs. Bum and C_o. have stated that 
"Messrs. Inglis and Co., of Sylhet, are the principal importers of chunam i they 
(f have been so long in the trade, and with so little opposition, that they at times 
1/ can demand their own prices for lime i it is said to be a well-known lact that 
"they will only prepare such quantities and dispose- of as suits their own 
"convenience in order to keep the market rates high." There is, I think, some 
foundation for this statement. Messrs. Inglis and Co. have what is in fact the 
monopoly of the Sylhet limestone trade j the business is most lucrative i they 
can fix their own prices, and therefore there is but little inducement for them 
to extend their operations and to bring more limestone into the market. Mr. 
Inglis, however, has infQrmed me, that he is /I sanguine about carrying out 
II certain projects to enable him to reduce the rates of limestone and lime 

,1/ materially." It is to be hoped that he \Vill be able to carry out his projects 
for the benefit of the public. 

169. I t is very desirable that somet bing should be done to render the 
supply of limestone and slacked lime more plentiful, and to reduce the prices 
thereof, if this can be effected without injustice to vested interests. The leases 
of threet of the Government quarries, which will expire on the 30th of April 
186., ought not to be renewed. These Quarries ought to be made over, at a 
moderate rent, to some energetic European speculatQr having a small capital, 
who is quite independe'nt of Mr. Inglis, and would work them to the best 
advantage. These Quarries were put up to public competition in April 1856 
andJeased for five years to Mr. Inglis, who was the highest bidder for them; 
two of them are let for what may be termed fancy rents. Mr. Inglis, it is said, 
bid for them ~erely to keep other parties out of the market, and haV'ing the 
command of the lime market, and a large capital, he could, of course, afford to 
outbid any other speculatC?r. There is not, I believe, any actual loss on these 
Quarries; but I am creditably informed that there is little or no profit. Mr. 
Inglis no doubt remunerates himself for the lack of profit in this direction 
by a proportionate, increase in the price demanded for his limestone . 

• 7°. The unworked Lime Quarries: which Mr. Inglis will .resign to the 
Government under the recent orders,; ought to be- advertised in the public print 
and leased, at moderate rents. to some trustworthy and energetic person, who 

• SIC. in original. 
,t I, Chaon Cherra and Letting Cherra; 2, Morally Poonjee and Roowaie Poonjee; J. Nonllamin 

Poonjee, &c. 
t ~owdon, Bhawut. Mahram. Mowyon~ 

. .t No. 14[4, dated the 16th Jilne 18S8. 
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has the means of carrying on the works, !lnd has no connp.ctio~ with tbe firm of 
Inglis and Co. Search should be made for other lime-beds along the base of 
the southern side of the Hills. There'seems to be a general impression among 
the Natives that if the base of the Hills was properly explored, other lime-beds 
would be discovered capable of being wor~ed with profit. 

171. Till a spirited competition in the lime trade can be established, it is 
vain to lexpect any considerable increase in the supply of lime from these Hills, 
neither is it likely that the article will be sold on more reasonable terms than at 
present. 

IRON. 

172 • The Cossyahs carryon a rather considerable trade in smelted iroa 
with the inhabitants of the" Sylhet district. According to Cossyah tradition i 
iron ha~ been found and manufactured in these hills frore time immemorial. 
The Cossyah 'processes of extracting, washing and smelting the ore have been 
frequently and minutely described by Professor Oldham, Captain Yule ~nd 
.(l(hers. The· ore is said to be of the best quality and most.abundant in the 
Khyrim country, and the purest and most superior sort is found at "Nung. 
kreen ft"" and CI Nogundree" in that district. The iron trade is entirely in 
the hands of the Cossyahs. 0he petty traders wander about {rom village to 
village collecting the ore, and they purchase it at the markets of the interior, 
~nd take it down for sale to the bazars of the plains. A small quantity ot 
iron-articles, such as dows, kodals, spears, ancl arrow heads are manufactured 
by the Cossyah smitfi'Sin th;-hills i "but the great bulk of the smelted iron 
is sent to the plains for sale in circular lumps of about 4 or 5 seers e-ach. 
The best kinds of iron, however, are beaten into flat bars i the lump iron 
is called II Beera," the fla t or bar iron "Petee i" the average price at 
Chattuck of ,the former '"is from I rupee 4 annas to I rupee 6 annas per 
maund, and of the latter from aboqt 1 rupee 10 annas to I rupee 12 annas 
per mau'nd. 

173. The Cossyah iron is known to he or e~cellent quality for almost every 
purpose, and i~ preferred to English iron by the Bengalee blacksmiths, in 
consequence of its malleability, and being more easily worked j it is made 
into nails and fastenings fur the timbers of boats. and is very much used by the 
nalive boat-builders of the Sylhet and th~ neighbouring districts. 

-I74. The average quantity of iron exported every year from the Hills is 
probably abo,ut 50,000 maunds. Mr. Inglis has informed me that in hi, 
opinion jrom 50,000 to 6<;>,000 maunds are carried down the Hill annually. 

I 75~ The Cossyah ~ronJ when brought into the rilarket, contains more 
than half dros,s, a,nd it is this that renders the iron trade not a profitable 
one. The cost of carriage from the bills to the plains is about 6 annas per 
maund, and the carriage of the dross eats up lhe profits of the trade. The 
Cossyah traders affirm that they get an average profit of only 2 annas per 
wau,nd, 1;his is ~erha~s so l\eth,in~ less th,a,n t,peir: a,ctual ~ains i but th.~ 
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trade is not a thriving one, and though there is a considerable and increasing 
demand, the supply does not appear to augment. The iron of these Hills is 
undoubtedly good, and in some localities, for instance the KhYlirn country, 
very abundant j coal, limestone and wood are found in contiguity to it: I know 
no reason why the iron trade should not yield very considerable profits, provided 
it be carried on in a scientific and economical manner. 

COAL. 

1]6. The two principal ('oal mines in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills are 
those at Cherra Poonjee and Lakadong, both of which bp.long to the Govern
ment. and are held uJ'der leases, revocable at the pleasure of Government, by 
Messrs. W. Moran and Co., of Calcutta, under style of the "Sylhet Coal 
Company." 

) 77. No coal hac; been quarried, I understand, at the Cherra mines for the 
last five years, and the Lakadong mines for some time have not been worked in 
a satisfactory manner. A proposition for altering the existing arrangemenls will 
be submitted in a subsequent paragraph. The coal of Cherra Poonjee and 
Lakador.g is admitted to be of very superior quality, and some attempt, I think, 
geght to be made to bring it into thp: market again. Judging from what was 

.. cThne when the Cherra mines were worked under the superintendence of Colonel 
Lister and Mr. Inglis, 1 should say that the"e mines would yield a fair profit 
if placed in the hands of enterprising and skilful managers. The coal finds a 
ready sate at Dacca and elsewhere O\t 8 annas, per maunri, and the average 
quantity exported into Bengal is about 25,000 mclullds. 

POTATOES. 

178. The potato was first introduced into these hills in the year) 830 
by the Governor General's Agent, Mr, David Scott, and it certainly h'1s been 
I he greatest boon that a British R\.!ler has conferred upon the Cossyah people. 
The potato trade, which is carried on entirely by the Cossyahs, is a very 
lucrative one. The average quantity of potatoes exported every year ,is abou~ 

50,000 maunds, and the average selhng price at' Bholagunge, the great mart 
at the foot of the Hills, is about 2 Rupees 8 Annas, and sometimes 3 Rupees 
per maund. Last year there was a considerable rise in the price of potatoes, 
owing, it is said, to the great influx of European froops at the Presidency, 
and in consequence the potato cultivation has been increased very considerably 
this year. The season has been favorable, and the crop, which was gathered 
in July last, is said to have yielded an outturn of about 70,000 maunds. 

) 79. The great bulk of the potatoes grown i"n these hills is exported to 
the Calcutta market; but small supplies are sent to Sylhet, Mymensing, Dacca 
and all the neighbouring Bengal Stations. 

o 
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180. For the last six or seven years the potatoes have become ver)' much 
deteriorated both in size and flavor, and Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner 
Hudson bas exerted himself yery laudably in effecting an improvement by 
distfibu~ing seed to the Cossyahs. Tbe deterioration is to be ascribed to 
the Cossyahs never charging their seed, and planting their potatoes on the 
same grcund for several consecutive years. TI:e Californian potato seed has 
been tried, but \\itbout success i the potatoes were watery. and the merchants 
would not Llky tbem. Tbe Madras potatoes seem to be tbe kind best adapted 
for the soils of tl:ese Hills. Tbe best po~atoes are grown at 1/ Nongkreem," in 
the Khyrim country i not only is their flavor better, but they are said to I<eep 
much longer them other potatoes. 

181. The potato cultivation is increasi~g every year. Formerly it was 
confined chiefly to the central portion of these Hilts, but it is now spreading 
over the Jynteah lIills on the East, and towiird~ the Mahram country on the 
'Vest. Something, I think, ought to be done to improve the potato crops 
of these Hills, and I think much might be effected towards that object if !hp. 
Governm~nt would order 200 maunds of th~ best Madras potato seed to be 
procured and sent up to Cherra roonjee for distribution to the Cossyah 
cultivators. They would, I am told, willingly pay the cost price of the seed, 
either in money or in kind, when they obtained their crops. I think it woul~ 
be worth while to try this experiment, which might be made without subjecti'l! 
the Government to any loss~ The Government may perhaps be disposed to 
render this assistance, inasmuch as it is of the greatest importance to the 
prosperity of this part of the country, that the potato trad~ should be encour
aged and extended as much as possiple~ 

COTTON. 

182. The cotton of the Cos.syah and Jynteah Hills is of inferior quality .. 
The staple is short and woolly. It is grown chiefly o~ th~ lower Hills on the 
Assam side, and in the direction of North Cachar. About 12,000 maunds 
are annually sent to the Sylhet-markets, where. an ~verage pr~c~ of 3 Rupees 
8 annas per maund is_ obtained for it. It is chiefly made into clothing for the 
poorer classe~. T~~ ~rade seems to have incr~ased in ~ slight degree during the 
fast few-years i but as the soil of these Hills is not suita~le ~or the cultivation 
of cotton, and the ~O$t p£ carriage from the pl~ce of prqda~tion to that of sale 
is very high, any ~onsiderable improvement in the cotton trade is not to be 
expected. -

O~ANGES~ 

.83. The most extemive and valuable orange gro'(es are in the Cheyla 
Poonjee country, and about two-thirds of the 

Bur Poonjee, Byrung Poonjee, 
Mu\lung, Leum, Lingteah, OOlma, entire annual produce of these Hills come from 
Oomwe, Abrah. that district. T~ere are also very productive 

prange groves in the villages named in the margin. The trade in oranges ~~ 
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entirely in the hands of Mr. Inglis, who holds leases of all the groves excepting 
those belonging to the small villages of Ootma, Oomwe, and A!>rah, which are 
not, I am told,- of much value. 

184' The Calcutta market is chiefly supp~ied from the groves of C:heyla 
Poonjee and Bur Poonjee; the oranges of the other villages are more perishable, 
and cannot be exported to a distance i they are, in consequence, sold in the 
bazaars of the neighbouring Bengal districts. The Cheyla Poonjee Cossyahs 
deliver their oranges to Mr. Inglis' establishment at Chlttuck i to the other 
villages he is obliged to send his own boats and servants to collect the fruit. It 
s said that the-oranges cost Mr. Inglis at Chattuck, all expenses included, from 
I Rupee to I Rupee 4 annas per th6usand~; the average price at which they 
,re sold to the dealers at Chattuck is about I Rupee 12 annas per thousand. 

185. The cultivation of oranges has increased very much of late years, and 
.he quantity of fruit brought into the market is increasing considerably every 
year. The former prices, however, are still maintained. The demand exceeds 
the iupply, and I believe'that a much larger quantity of fruit would meet with 
1 ready sale at very remunerative prices. About 20 years ago the average 
mnual produce of Mr. Inglis' groves was about 110 lakhs; the out-turn of the 
leason of 1857-58 amounted, I believe, to 4$2 lakhs. 

186. The orange CL,lltivation in these Hills is, I believe, capable of considtr~ 
ble extension, with a good prospect of very profitable returns. The valley of 
dahram, on the banks of the Damaleeah, is said. to be a locality well adapted 
or the cultivation of oranges, and it is probable that an intel(igent and enterpris-
19 person would find no difficulty in forming gardens there, whicl} in due season 
ould not be inferior to the now ~elebrated wov~s <.>£ 9heyla J?oonjee. 

CAOUTCHOUC~ 

187. The trade in caoutchouc is not extensi\'e i but the gum is said to be 
procurable in considerable quantjties in the Nor~h Eastern valleys oC the Khyrim 
country. The climate, however, is deadly there, and only the seasoned inhabit
ants of those parts can venture into the forests without the greatest danger. 
The Cossyahs are inexpert in tapping the tree and collecting the gum and it} 
consequence the caoutchouc is brought into the mark~t in a very impure state, 
and is found mixed w~tn tqe bark of the t(.ee, earth, sand and other things. The 
Hill cao~tchouc sells at Chattuck for about from 10 Rupees to 12 Rupees per 
,naund. The largest quantity known to have been exported in one -year was 
about I,CJOO maunds. The supply is very J.lncertain and the quality of the 
articlE: is nqt to b,e depended on. In order to procure any quantity, adva.nces 
must be made to the Cossyahs for six months before the time of delivery, and of 
course there is always much risk in this system, for the Cossyahs of these days 
are not much more honest in their dealings than the inhabitants of the plains. 
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IS8. The Cossyahs carryon a small though rather lucrative trade with 
the Sylhet district in the articles mentioned on the Betel nuts, pawn leaves, stick 

lac, coarse cinnamon, ivory, margin. The Hill betel nuts and pawn leaves are 
boney, bees' wax. 

highly esteemed by the Natives of the plains. The 
average quantity of the former sent ~own into Sylhet is said to be abbut 300 

lakhs, and the average price about 1 Rupee 4 annas per thcus:md. About 
1,000 Ikkhs of the latter are exported" and they are sold at about 2 annas per 
thousand. 

IMPORTS. 

189. Rice, which is not cultivated on the Southern side of these Hills, is 
the principal import. AU the rice that is consumed on this side of the Hills is 
brough~ up from the Sylhet district. The-other chief articles of import Irom the 
plains are salt, oil, fish, cloth, cattle, pigs, poulLry and other artides mentioned 
in the Table of Imp:rts. 

190. This, I think, will be the proper place to notice the repre ien:alions 
which certain mercantile firms in Calcutta have made to the Government 
respecting the trade of these Hills. They have averred that. their Agents, 
whilst endeavoring to engage in the trade and 'develope the resources of this 
part of tne country, have met, with much illegal and violent opposition from 
Mr. Henry Inglis" who ,has prevented them from participating in the lucrative 
'~ommerce of these Hills, which he monopolizes for his own ad\'antage, keeping 
the people, as it were, in a state of bondage, and not allowing them to better 
their wretched condition by dealing with parties from whom they can obtain 
higher prices' for the commodities which they have to sen. 

191. 1 incline to t~ink tbat the respectable Gentlemen who submittec 
these memorials to· the Government, must have been deceived by the repre 
sentatiol'l5- of their local agents. Had they been aware of the actual state 01 

the· case, it is not likely that they would have made these statements. The only 
real impediment to the freedom of trade in these Hills of which I am aware 
are the orders· passed by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson in 
Octoller r856, regarding tr.e entrance of aliens into the Cheyla Poonjee .di:;trict. 
I have already directed attention to those orders" and expressed all opinion 
that they ought to be cancelled. With this exce?tion, there is not, within my 
knowledge, any written or unwritten prohibition against any person of any creed 
or color going for commercial or other purposes from one end of the Hills to 
the other .. There can be no doubt that Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Brownlow 
were grossy insulted and maltreated in the Cheyla district in October IS56; 
but these highly criminal outrages were, in my opinion, fortuitous and unpreme
ditated, and not, as has been, ~isingenuously represented', a part of an organized 
system of violenc~ and oppression, which Mr. Inglis has been in the habit of 
exercising against every person who has endeavoured to establish himself in 
trade in these Hills. 

• See paras. 22 and 23. 
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192 • Mr. Inglis no doubt possesses very powerful influence over the 
Cossyah Chieftains, Village Sirdars, Elders and People, and has used it, I don't 
say in an improper manner, to promote and protect his commercial interests. 
His influence has been acquired and strengthened by his long, extensive and 
prosperous intercourse with these Mountaineers, by his near connection with 
the Political Officer who exercised the supreme Civil and Military power for s:) 
many years in these HiIls, and, I may add, also by the fairness and liberality 
of his dealings with all classes of the people. I am not aware that this influence 
'has been obtained by improper means, or used unfairly in the prosecution of 
his trade. Mr. Commissioner Dunbar, in 1849, gave it as his opinion that there 
was no ground for imputations of this kind, and I know that the Cossyahs do 
not regard Mr. Inglis as an oppressor, and trade with him willingly, without 
the least overt or covert compulsion, of any sort, and apparently with much 
satisfaction and advantage to themselves. 

193. The trade in lime and oranges is the only trade in which Mr. Ingiis-
is now engaged, and as he is not at aU concerned in any other branches of traffic, 
it is'almost superfluous to add that he can have no object or interest in offering 
any opposition to those who wish to emb:lrk in them. 

194. I have sought earnestly for-1 have taken the greatest pains to reach 
-the truth, and the result is that I verily believe the imputations and accusations 
made by the Memorialists in regard to the trade of these Hills, are not only 
"ithout proof, but entirely without foundation. 

'95. It appears to me that the great obstacle to the freedom and success
ful prosecution of trade in these Hills by European Merchants, is the anomalous 
state of the law and juQicial practice in this territory. No British Merchant of 
cammon prudence will embark capital in the semi-independent and dependent 
Stales till they are brought more immediately under British authority and con
trot than they are at present. No Englishman will be satisfied with, or endure 
the vile and venal justice doled out at a Cossyah Durbar, or agree to abide by 
the absurd and partial decisions of an ignorant, prejudiced and corrupt Cossyah 
Chieftain or of ViUage Chiefs of the stamp of the Wahadadars- of Cheyla 
Poonjee. No satisfactory improvement in trade or in the condition of the people 
can be expected till both the alien merchant and the rude mountaineer receive 
substantial justice and protection frolI) a Briti:;h Magistrate. 

J 96. No doubt the trade and resources of these HIlls could be much improved 
and de"'eloped by British capital, enterprise and skill j but these mountains 
certainly are not the commercial El Dorado which certain Calcutta Merchants 
apparently have supposed them to be. Fortunes are not more likely to be 
made here than elsewhere through the agency of drunken sailors and levanting 
soldiers. If the Calcutta Merchants will send up able, honorable and energetic 
men as their agents, they will no doubt in time ~ucceed in establishing a profit
able trade in limestone, oranges and o'ther products of these Hills j but they must 
depute men who can conciliate and gain the confidence of the Cossyah Chiefs 
and peopl~, and not persons who cajole and irri.tare them with empty promises 
and fqls~ hopes, and end ill endeavouring to ov~rreach them. Th~ Tf!Cent pro-

p 
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ceedings of Messrs. S~'eetland and Coleman, I fear, have done much to impede 
the progress of commerce, and throw discredit on the British name. They have 
increased, I think, very materially the difficulties which beset all alien merchants 
when they first begin to trade with cunning, suspicious and semi-savage tribes 
like those that are found in these mountains. 

5TATION OF CHERRA POONJEE. 

197. Tbe great want of the station of Cherra Poonjee is a good Bazar. 
There is a small one in the Cantonments, but it is altogether insufficient for the 
requirements of the inhabitants of this station. Rice and other provisions in this 
Bazar are generally of very inferior quality and often exorbitantly dear. There 
is little or no competition among the trader!!, for the better class of Bengali 
shop·keepers object to come to a Mili~ary Bazar, and to being placed under 
Military rules and regulations. The Station Police Thanah is in the Canton
ments, which is, I think, objectionable, now that the Ch'il and Military functions 
are no longer united. A rather large piece of land will be added to the station 
almost immediately, and this ,opportunity should be taken to remove the Thannah 
from the Cantonments, afld place it on a site which would be suitable for a 
Civil Bazar, If liberal terms be offered to the Shop-keepers, there ought to be 
no difficulty in establishing a good Civil Bazar, which would be most useful to 
th~ inhabitants of the, station. 

198. A I( Serai" for the accommodation of Native Travellers is much needed 
at this station. It should be erected near the new Thannah and Civil Bazar. 
A great many traders and travellers are always passing through this station 
to and from Assam, and occasionally they find much difficulty in obtaining 
the requisite shelter in the present Bazar. The better classes of Hindus and 
Mahomedans dislike putting up in the Cossyahs' houses, where impurities of all 
kinds abound. 

199. The cost of a new Thannah building would be about 400 Rupees, and 
a convenient II Serai " might be erected for about 300 Rupees; levelling and 
preparing the ground for a new Bazar would cost about 300 Rupees. The total 
cost of the_se improvements would not exceed 1,000' Rupees. 

CHARITABLE DISPENSARY. 

!:I 00. I do myself the houour to submit herewith, in original, a letter- which 
I have received from Mr. Assistant Surgeon Dillon, in 
charge of the Medical duties of the civil station of Cherra 

PODnjee, recommending the establishment of a Charitable Dispensary at that 
station. for the purpose of affording medical relief to the HIll people of this 
" 

• Appendix No. 7. 

neIghbourhood. _ . _ 

201. The Cossyahs formerly felt a great aversion to European Medical treat
ment i but I am told by persons who have the best opportunities of understand .. 
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ing them, that of late they have become much more reasonable on this sUbject. 
I think a Charitable Dispensary at this station would be found most useful in 
humanizing these wild Hill tribes, and inspiring them with kind and friendly 
feelings towards their European Rulers. But in order that an institution of this 
kind should meet with any degree of success here, it is essentially necessary that 
the European Officer in charge of it should be not only skilful in his profession, 
but a person who is habitually kind and considerate to Natives, and possesses 
the art .of conciliating them and gaining their confidence. If the Medical 
Officer be without these very necessary qualifications, to establish a Charitable 
.Dispensary will be a mere waste of public money. 

,202. A building suitable for: this purpose can be erec.ted at this station for 
about 500 .or 600 Rupees, and the only servants required will be a Bheestee 
and a sweeper, whose wages will be five Rupees a month each. The Native 
Do~tor and Dresser of the Jail Hospital, whose duties are very light, will be 
very well able to attend to the Dispensary as well as to the Jail. 

203. What Doctor Dillon ha"S represented regarding the advantage of hav
ing a well-educated Cossyah Native Doctor attached to this station, is, I think, 
deserving of favourable consideration. A Cossyah Native doctor being in 
attendance at the station Hospital would, no doubt, be a great inducement, at 
first, to the Cossyahs to resort to the European Medical Officer for Medical aid, 
arid when once they can be made to understand the advantages of European 
Medical skill they will not be backward in availing themselves oC it: It would be 
a good plan to send two or three intelligent Cossyah youths to be educated, as. 
Native Doctors, in the Calcutta Medical College. PcobaiJly the Reverend Mr. 
Lewis migbt be able to recommend one or two promising Cossyah converts, 
brought up at his Missioll, who would be desirous of obtaining a good Medi
cal education in Calcutta; of course the Government would have to pay aU the 
expense of the Medical education of these young men, for all of them are very 
poor and una~le to support themselves whilst under tuition in Calcutta. It 
might perhaps be desirable to send also a young unconverted Cossyah to Cal
cutta to be educated as a Native Doctor i but I am afraid it would be difficult 
to find any young Cossyah not a Christian, who has sufficient education to 
enable him to matriculate at the Calcutta Medical College. 

JAIL. 

204. The small Jail at this station is well kept and very creditably managed 
by Mr. Ptincipal Assistant Commissioner Hudson. The building has been re
cenlly transferred from the Military to the Civil Department i but-the additions 
and improvements recommended by the Inspector of Jails have ~ot yet been 
sanctioned. The average number of prisoners during the official year 1857-58 
was 23, and the number is expected to decrease during the current year. Under 
these circumstances, it seems doubtful whether it is necessary to incur any 
large expenditure for improvements in this Jail. There must be many other 
Jails where money could be more usefully and profitably spent. 
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205. Baskets, grinding-stones, curry-stones, and stone-platters are the 

Years, Surplus profits. 

Rs. a. p. 
1854-55 20 15 9 
1855-56 028 5 6 
1856'57 23 14 8 
1857-58 , 9 14 3 

articles manufactured in this Jail i but the paucity of 
prisoners does not admit of any e:::tensive manufactur
ing operations. These articles are chiefly made during 
the wet weather, when the convicts cailnot be sent out 
to work on the roads. A memorandum showing the 
state of the" Convict Labour Fund ,. is given on the 
margin. The surplus profits of the years ;854-55 and 

1855-56 have been expended in purchasing building materials for a wall round 
the Jail vegetable garden i those of the following year are beirg expended in 
repairing some wooden bridges at the station, and in planting a few trees by 
the sides of the station road i the unappropriated balance amounts only to 
Rs. 9-14-3. The Inspector of Jails has brought the unsuitableness of the 
Jail Hospital to the notice of the Government. I would suggest that, till a new 
one can be erected, a fire place be constructed in the present building; it 
would cost about 4 or 5 Rupees. During the rainy and cold season this Hospi
tal without a fire must be a very wretched place (or the sick, particularly for 
those who are accustomed to the warm climate of the plains. I observe that the 

• ~ppendjx No. I, page 107. 
Inspector ~f Jails in his report- for the year 1856-57 
has stated that the salary of the Civil Surgeon is de

bited to the Jail i but this, I find, is a mistake i the salary is debited, as is usual,' 
to If Judicial Charge-General," and therefore the large cost of the prisoners is 
not attributable to this but to other- circumstances. During the year 1857-58 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner has discharged a certain portion of the 
Burkundauze guards, whereby a saving of 30 Rup~es a month has been effected. 
and he informs me that he is about to propose to the In&pector of Jaila a still 
further reduction of the; establishment. 

STATION ROADS. 
206. Much money and labour have been exp~nded on the reads of this 

$talion i but they are now, and have been, I undc:rstand, (or some time, in a 
very dilapidated condition, formerly they were kept in repair by the prisoners j 
but latterly there have been so few working prisoners that it has been found 
impossible to keep the roads in a propel' !ltate of repair. The average number 
of working prisoQers during the year' 18_'''58, was about 22. The "Convict 
{..abour Fund" can fl,fford n9 assistance to road making. Under these circum
stances 1 venture to suggest that the ground rents of the station building sites 
amounting to 148 Rqpees per annum, might be applied, with much advan!age 
to the repairs of the road~ and other station improvements. 

OISTRICT ROADS. 
~P7. The paved high road across the Hills to Assam Is in good order i but 

arrangements should be made so that the annual repairs, which now are usually 
commenced in March and not completed before the end of April, should be done 
~:S::' .... ~ _ • 
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immediately after the cessation of the rains, so that the road might be ready at 
,the end of November at the latest. In these parts the rains ordinarily com
,mence in May, and in consequence the repairs are washed away almost imme
diately after they have.been completell. The Executive .0 fficer, Mr. Munro, 
,has informed me, that the repairs are delayed because the! estimate ,of ,the 
Executive Officer is not sanctioned in 't~me to enable him to commence tthe 
."ox:k earlier. This, ,I think, requires amendment. If aJormal estimate cannot 
,be prepared, a rough one, framed with reference to the expenditure of past 
years, might-be sanctione~ ill time to ,enable the Executive 'Officer to com
mence operations,at-the proper season. Under the present system ,not .only 
does the public derive no advantage'from these expen~ive repairs, but ,the cost 
of Chern ,is considerably increased, Ifor ,if thp.y were m lde ;in October, ~he earth 
work would have time ,to settle down, and the rains would ,not damage the .road 
nearly to .the saflle.ex~ent'as they,now dp. 

208. The road from Terriah Ghaut at the. base of the Sou~hern -side .of .t he 
Hills, to ,Company Gunge in the Sylhet district, ought to !be .cleared, and 
repaired,every year by ,the Sylhet ,authQritifts as soon as possible after the ,~lose 
.oLevery rainy season. At the beginning.of ;December'last, I found the road 
almost .c1osed by the jungle. 

209. In 1856,. the Government.\\,as please1i ,to sanc.ion ·the .~xpenditure 
'of a sum of Rs. 1,300, for constructing that portion of the Sylhet and Assam 
road which lies between Pundooah and Ter~iah Ghaut, and for bridgiug a 
rnountain stream called the Lengtiah 'RiYer i nothing. however, I understand, 
has been ,yet done towatds ,carrying out these orders. 

'IBO. It,is very .desirable .that Ithe road through ,the IHil1s :from 'Cherra 
.Poonjee,to Assaloo in North Cachar (distance'about 105 miles),which.has Jbe.en 
.sanctioned by lthe Government"t .should be completed,as soon as the ;requisite 
:funds are availablf'lfor this purpose. .About'9 'miles of tlhe Toad from Cherra 
lP.oonjee :Eastward towards iAssaloo ha\\e been made by Mr. JPrincipal .Assistant 
,Commissioner ,Hudson aLa i::qst ·of .R!i.. 2,81.2"7-9. and .1 believe ,10 or I t3 :miLes 
of ro.ld ,from ,Assaloo 'Westward .towards -ch~rra Poorijee ,have been completed 
by the 'J unior .~ssistant '~ommissioner.in -charge.ol,the North rCachar,dis~riot. 

nlSTRtCT .BRlDGES. 

,u,~. To ~i~sur:a ta~ unipterrppted comm,l,Iflic.atien pet\\;een ~Sylh~t ..and 
.Assp.m at ~11.seasQns ,of the year, it, is absolutely ne.c.esi.ary th.~t j1 .l;>rid~:.shOtlfd 
be b~ilt qgaio across the Boga,P;lne~ Riv~r in the place <Qf the .iron~~~s~Qsion 
bridge which was ~at:dE1d away,by \he fioo 1s in tb.e qqn.tP of June ~.8S I. I .C\m 
told that ,a rQugh ti,m\>~r :!Jrjdge, ~tr:ong ,~nough t9 ~I\able me1;l p.nd I~attle ~to 
cross over at all times, might be constructed ~ver the River for abop,t .I.,PPO 
,R upees. Thet:e are two :ather ~o··n~a.in :str~a91:; ;called If lKawab Rp~f1ah" and 
It l(awah japPQopg" ,[0 the,North of .MoRong, ,and between ,that place and 
Syung, which ought to be bridged. and stvne bridges, I should say, might be 
thrown across them at a very moderate cost. 

• Orders No. 171, dated March 15th 1J!56. 
t Orqers No. 1917, dated 24th July 1856. OrqeriO NC'. 3159. dated 16th December 18S6. 
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STAGING BUNGALOWS. 

2 I 2. A staging bungalow is much required at the village of Surrareem, 
'\\'hich is about midway between Cherra and Moflong, that stage being more 
than 16 miles on a steep and difficult l'bad. There is a dilapidated staging 
bungalow in a dell close to the Kalapanee Bridge, which is about 9 miles from 
Chernil on the' road to Moflong. This bungalow has been abandoned for some 
time Q9 account of its extreme unhealthiness, and is quite unfit for the purpose. 

2 I 3. At the Moflong bungalow there is great difficulty in procuring water 
during the dry season, and a tank is very much required there. A tank of the 
requisite dimensions would cost, Mr. Hudson informs me, 'about soo or 600 

Rupees. 
214. The Nungklow staging bungalow is inconveniently placed in a bleak 

and exposed situation at a distance from the Assam high road. It should be 
removed to Mr. David Scott's garden, which is, in every respect, a more pre
ferable s.ite than the present one. 

215. AU the staging bungalows on the Sylhet and Assam roall ought to be 
supplied with a small quantity of strong furniJure and other useful articles for 
the accommodation of travellers, such as are allowed for the dAk bungalowli on 
the Grand Trunk Road. The very few articles of furniture now in these bunga· 
Jows are quite worn out and unserviceable. 

POST OFFICE. 

216. I have heard several complaints regarding the Cherra and Sylhet 
Post Offices, some of which, I believe, are not altogether without foundation. 
The former is merely a branch office to the latter. The Sylhet Post Office 
.seems to be in bad repute with the European as well as the Native Community 
of Sylhet. During the rains the Calcutta mails are not unfrequently eleven or 
twelve days in reaching Cherra Poonjee, and sometimes three or four mails arrive 
together. Boats are allowed for six months, 'Vis., from the 1st of June to the 
:loth of November, for the conveyance of the mails between D~cca and Sylhet. 
The rainy season usually commences- in Sylhet early in May, and in conse
quence there is always great irregularity and confusion in the mail service for 
about three weeks from th: time the rains begin to the time when boats can be 
put on th~ line. The Postal Authorities ought to be permitted to entertain 
boats for a period of six rr.on ths, but there should be no restriction as to the 
dates on which they areoto be employed i the boats should be used when they 
are required, and discharged when they are not required. If, however, it be 
considered necessary to specify dates for the entertainment and discharge of 
dAk boats, they ought to be kept up from the 1st of May to the 31st of 
October. 

2 I 7. Parcels sent by bangby from Calcutta to Cherra Poonjee are often 
six weeks in reaching their destination. and their contents are not unfrequently 
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spoiled by the careless manner in which they are conveyed. Since I have been 
at this station, I have had official parcels of importance sent to me from the 
Presidency by banghy, which have been more than a month in transit in the dry 
season. I made a representation on the subject to-the Post Master Gef!eral of 
Bengal, who has informed me that the delay "occurred owing to a large 
accumulation of parcels in transit at· the Dacca Post Office," an~ that a 
II proposition is now under consideration in view to remedy the evil complained 
of." 

~n8. The transit of the mails between Cherra Poonjee and Assam seems 
to be susceptible of some improvement. All the dAk stages from Pundooah on 
the Sylhet boundary to Gowhatty in Assam appear to be much too long. I am 
told that they average from 12 to 16 miles, and the last stage from Moirahpore 
into Gowhatty is not less than 21 miles. It cannot be expected that the dAk 
peons will be able Jo carry the mails at the rate the dAk ought to travel when 
the stages are of such an unreasonable length. The number of runners ought 
to be doubled, the stages should be re-arranged, so that the length of each 
should not exc:eed 7 or 8 miles j torch-bearers should be allowed to accompany 
the dAk runners when they travel at night. If some such measures as these 
were properly carried out, the dAk could be conveyed from Sylhet to Gowhatty 
in ~6 instead of 72 hours as at present. .. 

219. The letter mail from Calcutta to Gowhatty is now sent 1Jid Rungpore 
in nine days in the dry and about ten days \n the rainy season. Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson has'informed me that, with proper manage
ment, the Calcutta mails ought to be conveyed 1Jid Sylhet and Cherra Poonjee 
to GC\whatty in seven or-eight days at all seasons of the year. Perhaps it may 
be considered desirable that the Post Master General of Bengal should make 
the requisite inquiries on this subject. 

PUBLIC MONUMENT. 

_ 220. Under the orders· of Government, the Monument erected by the 
.Government to the memory of the late Mr. David Scott, formerly Governor 
General's ~gent on this Frontier, was to be repaired by, and is to remain in 
charge of the Department of Public Works. The repairs seem to have been 
coarsely done, and the inscriptio~ on the marble tablet has become almost 
illegible. 

BOUNDARI~S. 

_ 221. It is of the greatest importance that the boundary b_etween the Sylhet 
district and the Cossyah Hills, and the boundaries of the Jynteah Hill Territory 
should be carefully and correctly defined and laid down by a competent officer, 
with as little delay as possible. 

• Resolution on Mr. Mill's Report, dated 24th November J853, paragraph 29. 
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~~2. The Supreme 60vernment has ordered- the boundary of the Sylhet 
district and Cossyah Hills to be laid down as determined by Lieutenant Fisher's 
survey. Lieutenant Fisher's map is not to be found in any of the public offices 
on this frontier i but it is likely that it, or a c~py of it, may be found in your 
office, ~r in that of the Surveyor General i however, Lieutenant Fisher's reportt 
which was sent with the map to the Magistrate of Sylhet, is very full and 
comptete, and an intelligent Officer, guided by it, would, I think, find but little 
difficulty in m~klOg a cor~ect demarcation of the boundary line. -For the pre
vention of all disputes hereafter, it seems desirable that the whole of the 'Sylhet 
boundary, where lhere are no natural la.nd-marks, should be defined by pillars 
of masonry. • 

223. The boundaries of the Jynteah I-Jills will require much attention. 
On the North and East the boundary is disputed with the Nowgong district, 
and on the West there is a long standing dispute wi:h the Chieftain of Khyrim. 
which II\ust be very carefully sett!ed ; other disputes probably will arise on the 
Western side with the Moleem State wh.en the boundary comes to be laid dONn. 
Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudsan is a Surveyor by profession i he 
has a very fair knowledge of th~se Hills, and has considerable experience in the 
management of their wild tribes i he is a very prudent and intelligent Officer, 
~nd 1 thlllk it would he mo~t ad\'antageous, in every respect, .to employ him, 
during the ensuing cold season, in la)ing down the bounqaries of these Hills. 
Of course it would be necessary to relieve him of all other business, during tha 
lleriod of his employment Qn this special dvty. 

----
COAL MIN~S. 

224. I have the honour to submit a few observations on the coal mines of 
<;herra Poonie~, Byrung Poonjee, and Lakadon~, which belong to the Govern .. 
menl. 

CHERRA AND BYRUNG M.lN~S. 

~2SL 9n the 20th of ~pril 11848, ,the ,Political.Agf;Ilt ,took a perpe\ual Jel,se 
of tQe ~h.erra .mines from the Rajah of Cherra ,Poonjee. a.nd a lease of the sa,me 
kind of the Byrung mines from the Sirdars of that villdge. The Byrung lease 
was COl,lntersigned by the Cherra Rajah, who had been placed in charge of the 
Byrung district, in the year 1829. by the Governor General's Agent, Mr. David 
Scott. The conditions of both leases are, -that the Government is to pay rot he 
Rajah and Sirdars, ,respecti\'ely, a royalty of ,one rupee {Qr every .J 00 .lTlallods 
of coal quarried ,and ;removed from the wines, and that the Cossyahs of Cherra 
and ,Byrun~ Pponiees ,are to be ;perm,tted to ,work t},ese beds on their own 
account. . 

.2~6 Tne right.of:Government to .work .these -mines -wa.s transferred! on 
the 25th of ' September J844. for a'period of twcmy years, to Captain J. R. 

• Orders No. 745. November 4th, 1853. t loth September 1829. 

; Se~retarr to the G9vernment, to J R. Engledue, Esq., No. 2~71, September l6th~ IS,", 
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Engledue. then Agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. It was sti
pulated that Captain Engledue was to undertake the responsibilities of the 
Government. and to abide by the conditions under which the mines had been 
leased to the Government. The lessee engaged not to trans-fer his lease to 
anothtr party without the permis~ion of the Government. and if he failed to 
work the mines for two consecutive years. the Government was to have the right 
of resuming them • . 

227. Captain Engledue seems to have made over his lease. in the year 1845. 
to Mes!lrs. Gisborne and Co .• of Calcutta. who transferred it. with the per;nis
sion* of Government, in May 1851. to Mr. W. Moran, of Calcutta. ",fheoriainal 

~ 

agreement made with CaFtain Engledue will expire in September 1f64. 

228. I understand that no coa,l has been quarried by the lessees at the 
Cherra mines since 1846 or thereabouts, though they have occasionally pur
chased:coal in small quantities from the Cossyah miners. 1he Byrung coal 
beds. [ believe. have never been worked by the le~sees since the Governm~nt 
made them over to Captain Engledue. • 

229. It is quite clear that the present lessee has never work ed these 
mines for a much longer period than" two consecutive years, " and judging from 
the past, I am decidedly of opinion that the object the Government had in view 
in leasing these mines, viz .• that" they shall be worked and the market supplied 
with good coal at the lowest possible rates, "has not been accomplished, and 
indeed is not likely t5' be accomplished as long as the existing arrangements are 
continued. I am of opinion- that these mines should now be resumed, according 
to the agreement made with Captain Engledue, and that they should be adver
tized and offered for lease to any respectable firm or individual who has the means 
and w!ll undertake to work them properly. The Cherra mines, I think, should 
be leased separately from the Byrung mines. The former might be given for ten 
years to any enterpris_ing mercantile firm or person who would engage to mine 
and remove not less than 20,000 maunds of coal annually, to accept the respon
sibilities of the Government. and to observe the conditions under whie h the lease 
was given to the Government by the Cherra Rajah i the lease should not be 
transferable without the previous sanction of the Government. and might be 
granted on the understanding that it would be renewed on the same terms for a 
furtner period of ten years, provided the Government is satisfied with its lessee. 

230. But little is known regarding the' capabilities of the Byrung Poonjee 
coal beds i they should be advertii!:ed in the public prints and leased to the best 
advantage. 

231. There is likely ere long to be an increased demand for Cherra coal in 
the Easte(n districts of Bengal, and I see no reason why the Cherra coal should 
not, with skilful and energetic management, become a profitable article of 
commerce i but these expectations are not likely to be fulfilled as long as the 
mines remain in the hands of the present lessee, for he has done nothing at all 
during his long tenancy to improve and promote the Chp.rra Poonjee coal trade. 

• Under-Secretary to Government, Uengal, to Political Agent, No. 135. May 14th, IPS'. para. I. 

R 
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LAKADONG MINES. 

232. The Lakadong coal mines are situated in the Jynteah Hills, and are 
the property of Government as the ruler of the Jynteah Hill Territory. 

233. These mines were first leased by the Government,· for three years 
to Mr. W. B. Darley, in the year 1848, on the condition of his paying the sum 
of one rupee for every 100 maunds of coal worked by him. This lease was not 
transferab'e witho~t the previous sanction of the Government. 

234. In March 1849 Mr. Darley made over his lease to Me!srs. Gisborne 
and Co., who not longaftec\\'ards transferred it to Mr. W. Moran j but tbe 
Government, in May \851, declined to renew the lease in that gentleman's favor. 
Subsequently, hbwever, the Government was pleased, t as a temporary arrange
ment, to grant permission to Mr. Moran to work these mines lIon the terms of 
the former lease terminable with 'three months' notice at any time at the dis
cretion of Government." No alteration has been made in this arrangement up 
to !he present time. . 

235. 'I he quantity of coal extracted from the Lakadong mines, and the pay

vears.\Qua~!:~~d.r coal\ A mount ;~~~yalty 

I Maunds .. 
Co's Rs lAS.' P. .. .. .. 

III 

1850 ... 21,000 0 210 0 0 
ISSI ... 20,000 9 2nO 0 0 
1853 ... 12,000 0 120 0 b 
I8S1 ••• 6.283 0 62 13 3 
1~54 •.• 21887 0 218 13 II 
18S5 •.• 37,795 36 317 IS 3 
1856 ... 20,543 39 20S 6 9 

rotal ... j 1,39.508135[ Rs. 1,395 I :a 

ments made thereon from the beginning of 
1850 to the end of 1856, are exhibited in a 
tabular form on the margin. ; The present 
lessee certainly has not worked these 
mines in a satisfactory manner, but the 
provisional nature of his tenure gave him 
no encouragement to make the outlay that 
is necessary to work them as they ought 
to be worked. It is desirable, in my 
opinion, that tl'e terms of the lease 
should be altered in ':luch a manner as may 
induce the future lessee to take a much 

. .,grc:ater interest in the undertaking than 
hac; hitherto been shown by the present lessees. I understand that Mr. Moran is 
desirous of taking a lease of these mines (or a term of years, and, as he has ex. 
pended some money on the mines, and as his agents have, on the whole, behaved 
well to the people, I would, with deference, recommend that a lease be granted to 
him.on the under mentioned terms, which will be found, I think, beneficial to him, 

• the Government and the public :--

1St -A fixed rent of 200 rupees per annum, and a royalty of 8 annas for every 
]00 maunds of coal quarried and removed. 

21zd.-Lessee to engage to quarry and remove every year, during his lease, not 
less than 20,000 maunds of coal Fer annum. 

3rd.-Term 01 lease, ten years, renewable for ten years more on the same terms, 
provided the lessee gives satisfaction to the Government. 

• Orders No. 91. dated loth of May 1848. 

t Orders No. 166, dated June 12th, 1851. 
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4Ih.-Lease not transferable without the previous sanction of Government, 
and to be forfeited for the non-observance of its conditions. 

236. The terms of lease proposed by Profess_or Oldham will be found at 
pages 56 and 57 of his" Report on the coaT mines of Lakadong." There is no 

. very great difference between them and those now submitted for consideration. 
I have deemed it unadvisable to make any proposition for granting a remission 
to the lessee for the money that may and ought to be expended by him" in the 
permanent improvement of the communication between Lakadong and Pichador," 
because it is quite impossible for the District Oflicer to have any check on this 
expenditure, or to ascertain whelher the expenditure for which remission would 
be claimed had or had not been made i and because, if these mines are really 
worth working, the lessee ought to be able to pay without difficulty the light 
rent and royalty mentioned in my memorandum, and to improve the land and 
water communications with these mines at his own expense. Mr. Moran's 
former agent, the late Mr. Sweetland, informed me that he considered these 
conditions to be liberal. In case Mr. Moran should not be willing to take these 
mines on the proposed terms, I would recommend that they be advertised for 
le'ase in the public prints of the Presidency', and that a lease be granted to any 
respectable party, having the requisite capital who would undertake to work 
them properly on any terms that might be sanctioned by the Go\"'ernment. 
There will be no difficulty, I think, in getting an eligible lessee on the terms 
above mentioned, or indeed on terms mare favoura!lle to the Government. 

237. The boundaries of the Lakadong mines ought to be defined and fixed 
according to Plan No. I annexed to Professor Oldham's Report, and only the 
land of fI the small plateau of Lakadong," which is described by the Professor as 
being less than one square mile, should be included in the lease-. 

-----
CONQUERED VILLAGES. 

:138. I have had personal interviews with, and have questioned the SIrdars, 
Elders and Headmen of the British villages of Mamloo, Moosmye and Soopar, 
and all of them told me that they were satisfied with the manner it] which these 
districts are at present managed i and as I had no complaints against them from 
the people under their charge, I am inclined to think that, on the whole, the 
present system works satisfactorily in these village's, and that no alteration in the 
judicial and fiscal arrangements is at present required. I have already mentioned 
that some very clear and brief directions should be given every now and then, viva 
voce, to the heads of these villages, for their guidance in their village duties. 
They should be made to understand, by careful personal explanation, that they 
are to decide all petty civil and criminal cases ill open durbar, according to the 
established customs of their countrr, and to report and refer aU civil and criminal 
mltters of importance (or the orders of .the Officer in charge of the Cherra Poonjee 
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district. What is to be considered a petty civil and criminal case 'should be 
thoroughly explained to them i any minute written rules would be perfectly use
less, for they cannot read and could not understand them. 

239· ~lllhese villages contribute som ething towards the e:(penses incurred 
by the Go\'ernment in administering the affairs of these Hills. 

MAMLOO POONJEE. 

239i· The house tax of Mamloo Poonjee, which has been recently readjusted 
on equitable principles, is quite as much as that small village can afford to pay. 

MObSMYE POONJEE. 

240 • The Moosmye people are very poor, and of late have endured much 
oppression from the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, who has been endeavouring to 
force them to remove from their own and to settle in his village. They repair, 
free of cost, that part of the Sylhet and Assam high road which is in their village, 
and this contribution of labour is, I think, considering their means, a sufficient tax
ation for them. It might be feasible to substitute a light house tax in lieu of this 
labour on the road i but I do not recommend such a measure i the amount rea
lised from such a tax would be very trifling, and the tax would, I know, give 
great dissatisfaction to the Moosmye villagers, and in all probabilily might cause 
many of them to desert their village. Moosmye Poonjee is the nearest British 
village to Chen'a Poonjee, and its inhabitants are very useful to the residents at 
that statiori. It is in my judgment altogether inexpedient to make any further 
fiscal demand at present upon the village of Moosmye. 

'SOOPAR POONJEE. 

~41. The Soopar Poonjee district pays an annual rent to Government of 
300 Rupees, besides which the Government obtains a net rent of J ,060 Rupees 
per annum fr011l the Soopar Lime Quarries which are under lease to Mr. Inglis. 
The district is rich i its betel nut gardens are very valuable. The present 
taxation is exceedingly light. I.t is not, hQwever, expedient, in ~y opinion, to 
increase the assessment at the present jun<!ture. The Soopar people, who were 
formerly notoriousthroughout these Hills for their murders, robberies and all 
kinds of violence, have now become peaceful traders and cultivators i they are 
orderly and contented, and are carrying on a thriving trade with the plains. I 
think it will be wise to allow things to remain as they are at least for another 
ten years. 
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2.pl. The Sirdars of Soopar Poonjee are in the habit of levying a tax, which 
is very injurious to trade, on all goods brought during the rainy season from 
the interior of the Hills and put on boats at Terriah Ghaut. I think that this 
irregular taxation should be- forthwith prohibited. These du~ies are levied on 
the Government hig.h road from Sylhet to Assam, where it crosses the Dholaie 
River. Two pice are demanded for e\'ery laden boat of 20 maunds and under, 
and one anna for every laden bo!!t of a burthen exceeding 20 maunds. In 1854 
some of the Cherra traders resisted this oppressive tax, and appealed against it 
to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, who decided, I think, very properly, 
that the Sirdars of Soopar Poonjee, being only the headm~n 1)£ the village, 
holding office under the Government, are not entitled to levy a tax of this kind 
without the permission of the Government. The Sirdars appealed to the 
Governor General's Agent at Gowhatty, who reven;ed the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner's orders, and gave permission to thest} Sirdars to levy these taxes 
on the Government high road as before. 1 entirely concur with the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner in thinking that these Sirdars ought not to be permitted 
to levy taxes of any kind on the Government highway, for they are a source of 
great oppression to all the petty traders of these Hills; besides, to allow these 
Sirdars to levy taxes on this high road is likely to encourage other Chieftains, 
through whose territories the road passes, to attempt similar exactions, and if all 
these Chiefs begin to le\'y duties on a road which has cost the Government lakhs 
of Rupees, the whole trade between Assam and Sylhet will soon be destroyed. 

243. The boundaries of these three conquered villages are not known, and 
should be carefully defined by the District Officer as soon as he has leisure to do 
so. There are some jungle and waste lands in these "ilIages, which ought, if 
possible, to be turned to some use; in the Soopar Poonjee district, I understand, 
they are rather extensive. The Principal Assistant Commissioner should be 
directed to make inquiries regarding the capabilities- of these jungle lands, which 
might be granted to speculators on the same terms as waste lancIs are granted 
in Assam, or they-might be given in small quantities to natives of the plains or 
others who might be willing to take them on a Halabadie tenure. 

THE JYNTEAH HILLS. 

244. The J ynteah Hill territory was surrendered to the British Government 
in the year 1835 by Rajah Raj Indro Sing. Its area is said to be about 25 
s9,.uare miles. It is divided into nineteen separate II Elakas " or districts, fifteen 

'Of ~re Doloieships i to eacb of these districts ther~ one Doloie, who is 
'the chief village authority. The re~aining four " ~lakas " are under the charge 
of 13 headmen called Sirclars. The .Elaka of Oomioh and Paunch Poonjee. 
which is entirely separate from the other portion of the Jynteah Hill territory, 
is bounded on the North by Cherra, on the South by the plains of Jynteah, on 
the East by Khyrim, and on the West by the SoC'par Poonjee district. Besiqes 
these nineteen Elakas there is the small village of Pichador Poonjee, which has 

S 
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been settled as a Halabadie tenure with the sister of the ex-Raja of Jynteah, and 
in which there is no Government official. 

245. When the country first came under the control of the Political Agent, 
he permitted the Doloies and Sirdars to investigate' and decide all ci\"il suits 
without limitation, and all criminal cases not of a heinous nature i but in time 
when it became apparent that the people were not satisfied with the proceedings 
of their village Chiefs, the Political Agent considered it necessary to place 
further restrictions on their civil and criminal powers, and accordingly, in the 
year 1841, he limited their jurisdiction in civil suits to the value of 50 Rupees, 
and prohibited them from trying all criminal cases in which they, their relatives 
and dependents, and other Chiefs were in any way concerned. Appeals from 
all orders and decisions of the Doloies and Sirdars in civil and criminal cases, 
were received and determined by the Political Agent, and parties who chose to 
prefer their complaints, civil or criminal, direct to the Political Agent, were 
permitted to do so. The practice above described is still contin!.ed. 

246. The Doloies of the fifteen above-mentioned" Elakas" Dave a~.!. 
been ~f~_ed ,!_nd remove(L!?y..the people. For some time after the British 

-GOvernment cam-; into' possession o(t,hecoqntry, -the Political Agent permitted 
the people to elecl, retain and remove their Doloies after their own fashion, 
which was according to no fixed rule or practice i the result was that there was 
a perpetual struggle between' the influential inhabitants of many of the "Elakas " 
to procure the dismissal of the Doloie in office, and to replace him by some other 
candidate of an opposite faction. These frequent electioneering struggles kept 
the country in a constant turmoil, and produced much ill blood among the differ. 
ent classes of the people, without any corresponding advantage, an d in conse
quence th~ Political Agent, in November 1850, passed an order that, for the 
future, persons elected and appointed Doloies were to hold their offices for three 
years, provided they conduded their duties efficiently i at the end of every three 
years a new election was to take place, but the form~r Doloie might be re. 
elected under these orders as oft~n as the people chose to ele~ him. No doubt 
this was an improvement on the former practice. The Doloies are had enough 
now, but they were decidedly worse under the former regime i now they feel 
some security that they will remain in office for three years if they bt:have 
tolerably well; furmerly they wert: liable to be turned adrift at any moment, and 
were obliged to be entirely subservient to those who had the Po\\ er of ejecting 
them from office. 

" 247. Although the responsibility to the Government for carrying on the 
public business of these fifteen" Fhkas " rests entirely with the Doloies, yet a 
great part of the work is ordinarily done by vi.\lage officers of an inf,.rior grade, 
called" Pathors " and" Lungdoes." The former are deputies or assistants to 
the Dotoies, but can only hear cases in durbar and act for their principals 
during their ilIn~ss or absence from their jurisdiction i the latter are the village 
priests who act also as assistants to the Doloies. 

248. In some of the Doloieships, which are extensive and contain several 
vi1Ia~esJ th~.re are two or three II Pathors " or deputies, and the" Lun~does" 
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vary in number from one to ten. In the II Elakas" of Lakadong and Amwai 
there is no "Pathor" i the Dobies transact all the business themselves. 

249. In villages at a distance from the place of residence of the Doloie, 
almost all preliminary inquiries are made, and all petty civil and .criminal cases 
are first heard and frequently settled by the Lungdoes in durbar. If the deci
sion of the Lungdoe does not give satisfaction, the case is brought before the 
Doloie, or, if he happen to be absent, before his deputy the Pathor. If the 
Pathor decides the case, either party may have it re-heard by the Doloie on 
his return to the yjJJage, and a third decision is then made by the Doloie in 
durbar. If the Doloie's judgment be not approved of, the case is carried before 
the Principal Assistant Commissioger at Cherra Poonjee. This mode of proce
dure is vexatious and harrassing in the ext;eme to suitors j the adjournments of 
the durbars and the delays (tom various pretext~ and causes are numerous, and 
afford excellent opportunitie~ for bribery and corruption, which are not over
looked j both parties take advantage of these delays to tamper with the menlbers 
of the duroars and th~ presiding officers, who are all equally Yl'naJ, and are 
frequently purchased by the gift of a pig or a goal! 

250. The other subordinate village officials are the 1/ Beshans," II Majees " 
and" Sungots," who perform the duties of messengers and peons, and are 
appointed by the Doloies from certain tribes,-the If Chooteahs," or village 
criers, who assemble the people for durbars and proclaim village poojahs, feasts, 
etc., and the "Dooleahs" ""ho beat the drums at poojahs and other village 
ceremonies. 

251. In the four Elakas which are under the charge of Sirdars, there are 
neither Pathors nor Lungdoes, and all the village duties are performed by the 
Sirdars themselves l who are not elected by the people, but claim to hold 
their offices by hereditary right. The system ,in force in these villages appears 
to be preferable in every respect to that which obtained if\. the Northern portion 
of the territory which is under the Doloies j there is less delay, and by all 
accounts less venility and injustice also. 

2.~2. Among the appendices will be founJ a statistical return* compiled for 
nJe by Mr: Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, which 

• Appendix No 8. contains much useful information about the Jynteah Hills. 
It shows the number of Mofussil officials employed in each of 

these nineteen" Elakas," and the manner and amount of their remuneration. 
Mr. Hudson, however, has intimated to me that the number of houses and the 
population are much underrated in this return, which has been prepared from a 
census made in the year 1848. Since then the population has increased consi
derably, and Mr. Hudson thinks that 10,000 houses and 40,000 souls may be 
accepted as a fair representation of the state of affairs at the pre5ent time. 

253. The first step towards a refor.n in the administration of public affai~s 
in the fifteen Doloieships ought, I think, to be to abolish at once the office of 
Pathor and to strictly prohibit any interference on. the part of the- Lungdeos 
in judicial matters j there should be no vicarious agency j all the duties of eacQ 
poloieship should be discharged br the Doloie in person, 
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254. In former tjmes the Doloies were obliged to remain in attendance, for 
about six months in the year, on the Jynteah Rajah at Jynteahpur, and the 
Pathors were appointed to act as their deputies during their absence on this 
service; now there is no necessity for the Doloies to absent themselves from their 
districts, and they ought not to be allowed to do so, without the permission of 
the,Principal Assistant Commissioner. If a Daloie be compelled to be. absent 
from his post for any length of time,. the villagers, with the sanction of the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner, should proceed to elect a locum Icru,lS, \\ ho 
should possess and exercise the full powers of the absent Doloie. The proceed
ings and orders of an acting Doloie should have precisely the same force and 
effect as those of the permanently appoint~d .Doloia, and should be ·open to 
revision only by the Principal Assistanr Commissioner. 

255. In ordinary times there is but little business in these ,. Elakas,' and 
there is, I understand, no district so large that the Doloie cannot efficiently 
perform all its .duties j if, however, there should be any EJaka too ~xtensive for 
one Doloie, it should be divided into two Doloieships. The great curse of the 
present system is that there are so many expensh'e, corrupt, fruitless and unne
cessary investigations and decisions, even in the smallest matters. In the 
Mofussil, in each Elaka, there ought to be only one authority and one decision; 
what is done there should be done by one Doloie and one durbar j the:l at all 
events, whatever may be the result, whether the aggrieved finds justice or meets 
with additional wrong, there wiltbe only one Doloie to propitiate and one durbar 
to bribe; there will be no waste of time, no mockery of justice before a greedy 
deputy, and a grasping village priest. 

256. When Lieutenant G. N. Cave made a toar of the Jynteah Hills in 
January 1854, the people showed no signs of being dissatisfied with the adminis
tration of the village authorities, and that gentleman was of opinion that the 
Doloies, Sirdars and other village officials were not oppressive. Since then the 
people of ]yTlteah have 11ad more intercourse with the British authorities, and 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner informs me that theJr ar~ daily becoming 
less satisfied with the proceedings of the village authorities, and now resort 
much more frequently than they <lid in Colonel Lister's time to the Cherra 
Court. 

257. When appeals from the decisions of the Jynteah village Chiefs come 
before the Cherra Court, the great difficulty is to discover what decisionc; and 
orders have been made, as there is no written record. The Doloies and other 
vilIage authorities, to serve their own ends, frequently alter, misrepresent and 
repudiate their own orders and decisions, and sometimes positively aver 
that nO orders have been passed at all in cases which have b,een appealed to the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner. It is not easy to imagine anything worse 
than the existing judicial system of the Jynteah Hills, and the people ·submit to 
it only because they are extremely ignorant and quite incapable of bettering their 
condition. . 

258. Many of the villages of the J ynteah Hills are situated at a distance 
averaging from 50 to 80 miles from Cherra Poonjee, and communication with that 
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station is very tedious and difficult during the rainy season. Und_er these circum
stances it is impossible for the Principal Assistant Commissioner to exercise more 
than a mere nominal control over the Jynteah village authorities. In my 
opinion the resources of the Jynteab Hills will not be efficiently deve loped, 
neither will the people obtain what can be properly called justice, till an Euro
pean Officer is stationed in their Hills. I incline to think that the expense of 
such an Officer, wi~h a suitable office establishment, would soon be defrayed by 
tbe returns obtained from the improved management of this territory. 

259. For the present, a salary ot Rs. 200 a month woul.d be sufficient for 
a Sub-Assistant Commissioner, who should exercise, in subordination to the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, the same judicial, fiscal and 
general powers as are given to detached Sub-Assistant Commissioners in AssaQl. 
The appointment should b~ considered an ~xperimental one, and abolished if not 
found to answer the purpose aftt:r a fair trial. Of course it will be necessary, 
above all things, that the Sub-Assistant Commissioner should make himself 
thoroughly acquainted with the Cossyah language, and with that peculiar dialect 
of it which is current in the Jynteah Hills. He should be stationed at Joowaie, 
which is one of the largest villages in a centrical position in the Jynteah Hills 
and about 45 miles from Cherra Pooniee. There is a Military outpost and a 
Police station at this village, which stands on the high road which the Govern
ment has ordered to be made across the Hills from Cherra Poonjee to Assaloo, the 
s .. dder station of the North Cachar district. If an European Officer be stationed 
at Joowaie, the judici31 powers of the village authorities should be gradually 
curtailed, and they should be employed only in deciding the pettiest civil and 
criminal cases, on police duties, and as assessors.or jurymen in cases in which 
their aS3istants would be useful to the Sub-Assistant Commissioner. The proce
dure of the Sub-Assistant Commissio'1er·s Court should be of the si~plest kind. 
No formal pt'titions of complaint should be required. and no Bengal muktear 
allowed j the plaintiff and deFendant should be confronted, and all minor civil and 
criminal cast:s should be disposed of at once after viva voce examination of the 
parties concerned and their witnesses. The mode of procedure adopted in the 
Sonthal Pergunnahs in all probability would be found suitable to these rude and 
ignorant mountaineers. 

260. Almost all the chief Doloi~; and Sirdars of the Jynteah Hills have wait. 
ed on me. Four'or five of them appeared to be intelligent men, and willing to 
afford information regardi~g their country, but from the o,thers it was extremely 
difficult to extract anything. Only one of them, Oodun, the Doloie of Joowaie 
Poonjee, complained of any grievances. He told me that the J oowaie police were 
very oppressive to the people, and that the system of electicn of the D~loies for 
three years was disliked by the gredt bulk of the people j he complain(!J also Gf 
the gredt increase of gambling and drunkenness in the Jynteah. Hills during the 
last few years. Although he told me hp. was unable to prove anything against the 
Jowaie police, I t~ought it necessary to maKe inquiries into the matter through 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner. Mr. Hudson has assured me tha.t the aCCl! .. 
~~tions of Oodun Doloje a~ainst the Jowaie police ar~ perfectly groundless, an4 

T 
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that the Doloie had recently had a quarrel with the J oowaie police m,hurir, be
cause the latter reru'sed to assist him in trumping up a false charge of robbery 
against som'e persons of an opposite faction with whom the Doloie has a village 
feud. At different times I questioned several of the other Doloies who visited me 
regarding the conduct of the J oowaip. pollee, and they ~1l said they had no com
plaints'to make against the ,police, and several of them told me they thought that 
Oodun Doloie, who is rather notorious as a litigious and troublesome character, 
had wrongfully accused the police. I have no reac;on to believe that the joowaie 
police hare been guilty of any gra,:e misconduct i I know that they entertain a 
wpoJesome dread of the joowaie Cossyahs, who are by no means a timorous race. 
Of course wherever there is a Bengalee Policeman there is oppression of some 
sort; but my impression is, that the J oowaie police are much less oppressive than 
the police of the plains. In former days the Doloie,; of joowaie and Nurtellg 
PO~Eje~~_.~~..h.~ great men of_the Jyhteah Hills. The Rajah, given up to sloth 
'and sensuality, lived at a distance in the glainkand thesp. two Doloies exercised, 
In llis-'name;--aJmostSupreme power. Since the police station has been at J oowaie 
the power and influence of the Doloie of that Elaka have materially diminished, 
and in consequence Oodun Doloie objects. to the police and desi=es their 
removal. The location of a 'poli~e station at J oowaie Poonjee is,. in my opinion. 
a great improvement. Now, we occasionally learn something 'of what is occur
ring in the ,Hills; forn~:erJi the Doloies and -other village officials acted with
out any sense of responsibility; now the Thannah is some check upon them, 
and the people have some one on the spot te> whom they can make known their 
grievances whenever the village authorities are guilty of any ,'ery gross official 
misconduct. 

261. I do not credit what Oodun Doloie has asserted regarding thp. 
unpopularity of the present system of triennial election of Doloies; of course 
the Doloies themselves would prefer being elected for life ~ but this, I am 
satisfied, would be contrary to the wishes of the people. I have already said 
that the present mode of election is, in my judgment, very pr~ferable to that 
which preceded it. . -

'262. I am afraid there is some truth in what Oodun Doloie has said 
regarding the great increase of gambling and drunkenness ~ but these are 
vices which cannot be reached whilst the present mode of administration 
continues; gambling can be put down in a great measure when the police 
c£ these Hills is remodelled, but drunkenness can be successfully dealt with 
onTy by impro~iJ;l~ the moral and social condition or' the people. Almost 

,aU the village officials. I am told, in'dulge, more or Jess, in both these vices, 
and therefore are not likely to take any actige measures for their eradica· 
tion. 

ASSESSMENT. 
263. It appears to be desirable tl-at the Government sho\lld decije, as 

soon as convenient. whether any revenue is to be required from the inhabitants 
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of the Jynteah Hills. In March If' 49 Colonel Lister sub!l}itted a proposltlon 
to Government for the impos;tion of a house tax on them; but the Government 
of the day negatived· that suggestion. Mr. Mills, in 1853, brought the matter 
again to the notice of the Government, and gave it as his opinion that it is sound 
policy II to exact some payment, however trifling the amount may be, from 
the mountaineers of our possessions as a token of submission." 

264. From what 1 elicited from the village authorities of the Jynteah 
Hills when they came to see me, and from information derived from other 
quarters, I-am satisfied that these Hill people fully expect to be assessed sooner 
or later. 1 could plainly see that the village Chiefs suspected that my mission 
n'as taxation. This constant expectation of, this looking out for, taxation doe~ 
more harm, I think, than the thing itself; it renders the peple anxious, restless 
and ready to receive false and injUriOUs impressions from ambitious and ~is
affected persons. 

265. If it be the intention of Government to exempt 'the inhabitants of the 
Jynteah Hills from the payment' -of revenue, it would ·be politic, I think, to 
make a public decla-ration to that effect i but if it be deemed advisable to 
subject them to a moderate. taxation, the sooner the project is carried out the 
better. 

~66. After the fullest conside.ration it seems to me that the wise~t course 
nil\ be to require these' mountaineers to contribute something in acknowle,dg
ment of the supremacy of the Government. Whatever revenue is now obtained 
from them should be expended on their country, and for their benefit, in giving 
them cheap and speedy justice, in making and repairing their roads and 
communications, and in other wel1-considered measures of improvement, which 
would be acceptable to the people. 

267. I am of opinion that a light and judicious taxation would contribute 
to the preservation of tranquillity and good order in the Jynteah Hills. A 
moderate' taxa~ion had a very beneficial effect upon the ~avagery of the Lurka 
Coles of the SinghbhooIlJ district of the.South West Frontier Agency. ~t was 
found to make them less turbulent and aggressive, and more thrifty, diligent and 
submissive to the authorities, and I am dispose.d to think that a very moder~te 

taxation, "fixed for'a term of years, would improve ,the conditi~n ~nd strengthen 
lhe peaceful and industrious inclinations of these wild mountai~eers also. 

~68. The imposi~ion of a land tax is not, I think, desirable in the present 
condition of the Jynteah Hills. The Cossyahs are unaccustomed to this 
mode of taxation, and to impose an equitable tax of that· kind, minute and 
harassing inquiries and intricate fiscal operation~ would be required. If the 
Government consider it expedient to extend taxation to these Hills,.I would 
recommend a house tax as the simplest and most convenient form of taxation, 
and one w~.ich is best adapted to the habits and customs' of the people. (The 
Meekirs, who have emigrated from the North: Cachar district, and settled at 
Oompoong. Nungfloote, and other places in the Jynteah Hills, all pay, without 

• Orders No. 528, AprU 17th, '1849. -- , 
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demur, a tal{ of 2 Rupees per house to the Government) There is no reason, 
of which I am aware, why these Meekirs should be taxed and the neighbouring 
Cossyahs exempted from taxation. 

269. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has propo.sed that 

1st Class. Rs. 2-0 per 
ho~se; 2nd Class Re 1·8 
per hODse ; 3rd Class 
Re. 1-0 per house. 

a house tax for the Jynteah Hills be diviced into the three 
classes mentioned on the margin. These rates are, in my 
opinion, moderate, and would answer the purpose vay 
wdl. According to this scale, all paupers and others 

incapable of paying taxes being exempted therefrom, a revenue not far short of 
10,000 R'upees would be raised without difficulty from tbe Jynteah Hill territory. 
The tax should be fixed, at first, I think, for a period of five years, and the 
amount due from each Elaka should be collected exclusively through the 
agency of its own village author~ties, to whcm an allowance of about 20 per 
cent. on their collections should be given. The system 'of collection should 
be ~imilar to that pursued in the Colehan in the South West Frontier Agency. 
where the Mankees an~ LvIondas are responsible for the revenue of thdr 
respective villages, and are attached to the system by the considerable gains 
realized therefrom. The Doloies, Sirdars, and other village Officers, no doubt, 
will readily undertake the collection of the revenue, and the percentage on 
their collections should be given to them ill addition to the service lands which 
they at prese.nt hold. If the house tax be introduced, all Bazaar dues, fees, 
fines, and o~her perquisites should be at once abolished. 

270. The l3,st Rajah of Jynteah, Raj Indro Singh, did not derive much 
revenue. from his Hill territory, which was left almost entirely in the hands of 

the Doloies of Nurteng and Joowaie. _l!e.!~i!~~_!!!':l.!!~~!rJr_o~ __ each .. v!!lage 
"::~~~!~lAt.: _?~._ on~_ h~~~_~,--~~ ~.i~_h_ is_ n~!J)re~e~.tedJ_c.>~~~ _~~Y~m.!!!.~!!1t...-H~A~ 
recC?ived _fro,.m most ~f the v..ut~e..~ .C:~~~ 1!!_3:"-!:. few seers of p~~_~ice,_.~n~ 
a few bundh:s of fire-!o.?~ .!~o!JL~~e.pl~_c.«:.s~-wl~Te~Tnaf~~~LI!1o~Q.~~he~e 
~rticles were e~pended at the poojahs at the Rajbaree at Jynteahpore. Eve.ry 
village- In- ~furn--had -to --sup~pfy the -Rafah with coolies a~nd other servants for 
cwtlVitliig the RaJTatids~anQOflierpurpOses. He·~h;ci ~~-~;-. per"qUisites· also,
r bcl"i"eve:Trom fees, fines, anCf" nuzzurs" presented to him on various occasions 
by the people of the Hills. !fe interfered, however, but little witb, and made 
few demands OIl, his Hill subjects i almost all his revenue was drawn (rom his 
possessions in t he plains. 

271, There are some Raj lands in the Hills regarding whic~ (ull inquiries 
should be lllade by the .Principal Assistant Commissioner without delay, 
Some ot thes~ lands, I believe, were cultivated for the Rajah himself; others 
had b~ell be!itow~d by him as service lands on his servants. Since our Govern., 
ment has held pO!jsession of these Hills, the greater part of these lands, 
l understand, has been usurped by the Doloies, the Raj~h's servants and their 
descendanti. The ex-Rajah, , am told, claims some of these lands under the 
plea that they l'lave been sc;t aside for the maintenance of his llJothers and 
pis -own -sisfers. This claim shoulq be in\'esti~aled, and thos~ lands whi~q 
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have been DonO. fide appropriated, before the country cclme into the hands 
of the British Government, to the maintenance of the female members of the 
ex-Rajah's family, should be allowed, I thrnk, to "remain in their possession for 
.their lives according to the custom of the country. 

272. If the Jynteah Hills are assessed, 1 would recommend that a portion 
of the assessment should lie applied every year to repairing the old road 
between Sylhet and Assam, which passes throu h the Hills vIa Jynteahpor~ 
an oowaJe, to aggee Chow ey, In t e district of Nowgong. ThTsTsa-very 

useTiifroaato the-peopieOTine"rynteallH1Us, aii"'l1s th;;r d;ec1 communication 
with Sylhet and Nowgong j it was last repaired, I believe, in 1829 by the late 
Mr. David Scott, and although it Is now in a very dilapidated state, a con':. 

Slderable traff c pas&es along it to Sylh€t and Nowgong. 
273. If an E.uropean Officer be stationed at Joowaie, a good Bengalee 

and Cossyah School should be ·established at that village. The Cossyah 
language should be taught in the Bengalee, and not the Roman character. 
After the school has been established for a certain period, no person should 
be eligible to the offices of Doloie and Sirdar who is unable to read and write 
both languages. It is to me quite a mystery how some of the Doloies and 
Sirdars who visited me are able to transact the commonest village duties 
at aU. 

274.(rhe lands of each yjUage otig;nally belonged in common to the 
community. Where labour has been expended on land by individl)als, where 

.. embankments and water-courses have been constructed, gardens planted, and 
jungle cleared, the lands become, by the custom of the country, the private 
property of the individuah who have made the outlay on them) Besides the 
lands that have been thus and' otherwise appropriated by private individuals, 
there are, in many of the Jynteah Elakas, extensive tracts of unoccupied jupgle 
and waste land5 which are at the,disposal of the Government, and to which the 
attention of the District Officer should be directed. There are, I believe, large 
tracts of unocc~pied land of tbis kind in the Elakas of Ralleang, Nurleng, 
Salaymuntang, Lakadong, Nongkhlay, Amwaie, and Norpo, which might with 
great advantage be granted to European speculators on the same terms as 
waste lands are granted in Assam, or might be leased in smaller quantities to 
Natives on Halabadie settlements. The high land Elakas of Ralleang, Nurteng 
and Salaymu~tang, which are in the interior of tbe Hi1Is, will probably be 
found the most suitable for European settlers, the climate being cool and 
salubrious at all seasons of the year. The waste lands of the Etakas of 
Lakadong, Nongkhlay, Amwaie and Norpo, which are ~i1ly and 1:Overed with 
tree jungle, and lie towards the plains of Sylhet, will be found, in all probability, 
well adapted to tea and coffee cultivation i the climate, howe.ver, is not 
considered good, and might be found unhealthy for Europeans during the 
rainy season. Mr. Principal. Assist:mt Commissioner Hudson has informed 
me that he has reason to think that I' indigenous tea is to be fouQd on some 
of the low Hills in the .Elakas of Lakadong, Norpo, and ~athpathor Poonjee." 
The extensive E.laka of Norpo is quite une:x;plor~d. Th~re ~re som~ 

W 
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fine timber forests in this district, which should be let in farm to the 
people of the plains. in the same manner that the forests on the Assam side 
are leased. Mr. Hudson thinks that lime and coal are'likely to be found in 
Norpo, and there seems to be reason to believe that if that district were carefully 
examined by a competent person, valuable mineral and other discoveries might 
be the result. 

27 S. There are also large quantities of waste unoccupied lands in the 
Elakas t>f 5athpathor, 5ath Poonjee, Darrong Poonjee, Oomiah and Paunch 
Poonjee, which border on the Sylhet plains. These lands should be given to 
Bengali farmers on the terms on which Halabadie lands are granted in the 
Sylhet districts j some of these lands are very well adapted for the cultivation of 
the inhabitants of the plains, and I have no doubt that a consider .. ble quantity 
of them' would be readily taken up by the people of Sylhet, if they were properly 
advertised and granted on liberal terms. 

276. In 1854 the potato was not cultivated at all in the Jynteah Hills, 
but during the last two or three years it has been grown with much success in 
the Elakas of JObwaie and Amwaie, particularly in the latter, and this kind of 
cultivation seems to be extending rapidly in these Hills, and is likely to prove 
highly advantageous to the people. 

PAUNCH- POONjEE. 

277. Rajah Hazar Singh, of Moleem, presented a petition to me by his 
Mookhtear, Mr. G. A. Coleman, claiming the Elaka of Paunch Poonjee, now 
attached to the Jynteah Hill territory, as a portion of the State of Moleem, 
.and averring that he had been wrongfully dispossessed of it, in the year 1849, 
by the late Political Agent, Colonel Lister, at the instigation of his son-in,law, 
M-r. H. Inglis. 

278. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to investigate and 
report on the Rajah's aHegations, and this has been done very carefully and 
completely. I consider that it has been very clearly and satis£a.ctorily proved 
by the evidence of Rajah' Singh Manick, of Khyrim, of· several of the Chief 
Doloies of the J ynteah Hills and other very respectable persons, that the Elaka 
of Paunch Poonjee belonged to the Jynteah Hills for some years before that 
territory was transferred to the British Government in the year 1835, and that 
this Elaka came into the possession of the Government with the other portion 
of the Jynteah Hills without any objection on the part of the Moleem Rajah, or 
indeed, of any other person. it appears that for some time, between the years 
1837,and 1840, the Paunch Poonjee villages were placed by the Political Agent 
uQder the charge of Rajah Chaund Manick, of Moleem, the maternal uncle 
of, the pr~sent Rajah, on condition that he would bridge the II Lingteah " stream, 
and keep the road and bridges between that river and Terriah Ghaut in repair. 
The Rajah neglected to perform these conditions, and in consequence Colonel 
Lister brought these villages again under his own management. There is no 
proof whatever that Mr'. Inglis interfered at all in this matter, neither have 
I any reason to believe that he did so. Rajah Hazar Singh, in his petition to me. 
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has averred that Colonel Lister, at the instigation of Mr. Inglis, deprived him 
of the Paunch Poonjee district in the year 1849. When Colonel Jenkins, the 
Governo! General's Agent, was on circuits at Cherra Poonjee in May 1855, the 
Rdjah petitioned that functionary, claiming the EJaka of Paunch Poonjee as a 
portion of his ancestral domain and declaring that he had been dispossessed of 
it, about thirteen years ago, hy tlte Sirdars ot the district, whilst he was a 
minor, soon after the death of his uncle Rajah Chaund Manick i in this petition 
he made no mention whatever either of Colonel Lister or Mr. Inglis! 
- 279. After the most careful consideration, being de::idedly of opinion that 
the claim of Rajah Hazar Singh, of Moleem, to the Elaka of Paunch Poonjee is 
entirely false and fictitious, and that the district belongs and has beloflged to 
the Jynteah Hill territory before the year 1829, I rejected the Rajah's petition. 
I ought perhaps to mention that when the Sirdars of Paunch Poonjee waited on 
me, they all asserted that they owed no 3:11egiance to the Rajah of Moleem and 
had always been under the Rajah of Jynteah, and they expressed the strongest 
repugnance to being placed under the authority of the Moleem Rajah. 

280. Rajah Hazar Singh is a person of a feeble intellect, and dissolute and 
extravagant habits, and is extremley unpl)pular with the people of his own 
country i he is married to a wom'!n of Cherra Poonjee ; and almost always 
resides at that place. For some years he has altogether neglected his duties 
as Chie( of the Moleem district, and has made them over to mert;enary underlings, 
who are very oppressive to the people; his conduct has so much exasperated 
his subjects, that they certainly would have deposed him long ago had they 
not been restrained by the fear of the Government. In February 1857 there 
was a rather serious disturbance in the Moleem country between some of the 
Rajah's s~rvants, and some of the Moleem mountaineers, and the Rajah was 
obliged to apply to the Governor General's Agent at Gauhati, for assistance 
against his own subjects. The Rajah is quite unfit to manage the affairs of 
his own country, and under any circumstances it would have been an act of 
grievous injustice to the people of Paunch Poonjee to place them in the power 
of such a weak and worthless person as Rajah Hazar Singh of Moleem. 

281. After the conquest, in 182;), of the Mult!em country, the Chieftain 

• Appendix No. 4E. 
of that State (then styled Rajah of Khyrim) ceded 
to the British Government, by a treaty, or rather 

an agreement,- dated the 15th of January 1830, the tract of country situated 
to the South and East of the" Oomeeam" or Boga Panee River. This tract, 
which is perhaps one of the most salubrious and elevated parts of the Cossyah 
range, was retained by the Governor General's Agent, Mr. Davis Scott, becc:\use 
he considered it the most eligible spot for a Cantonment or Sa.natorium for 
Europe~m Troops. 

282. In May 1834, the Governor General's Agent on the North East. 

t Appendix No. g. 
Frontier, Colonel Jenkins, directedt Captain Lister, 
then Commanding the Sylhet Light Infantry, to 

re~tore this ceded tract to Rajah Chaund ~fanick, of Moleem, the successor of 
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Rajah Bur Manick on condition that the Rajah wo~ld allow the Government 
to choose a spot within the tract in question for a Sanatorium, or to place 
Military post anywhere that might be considered necessary for the security of 
the country. 

283. In October- 1834, Colonel Jenkins submitted a propositbn to the 

• Appendix No gA. 
Government to restore this tract to the Moleem Chief. and 
the Government in replyt called for further information 

which app~rently has never been supplied. The proposition was allowed to 

t Appendix No. gB. 
drop, and the tract in question seems not to have been 
restored to the Rajah. and is, I believe, to this day. only 

nominally under his control. The real authority h'ls remained in the hands of 
the heads of the Villages and thf'ir respective durbars. 

28.,.. There Seems to be no reason to believe that the Government has 
ever formally renounced any of the territorial rights acquired by the agreement 
of the 15th of January 1830, and although Colonel Jenkins has stated that the 
Moleern Chieftain is "bound to allow us to establish posts in any part of the 
cQuntrY,"'the only two agreements of the Moleem Rajah now in existence 
certainly contain no such stip~lation. It is, I think, of some importance that 
the Government should determine, whether it will relinquish the right which, 
in my judgment, it undoubteJly possesses, under the agreement above cited . , 
to the tract of country to the South and East of the Boga Pdnee river. In this 
tract there are three villages, Lailongkote, Wahya,glong and Mowyallg, and in 
the neighbourhood of the first of them is likely to be found the most eligible' 
$ite in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills for a Sanatorium or a Cantonment for 
European Troops. 

~85. The elevation of Lailongkote, accorditlg to Professor Oldham, is 
5,703 feet above the sea j there is a fine table land free frem jungle j the soil is 
of fair quality for a hilly country, and the climate. which is far preferable to 
that of Cherra Poonjee, being much less humid. is very healthy and apparently 
w-ell-suited to the European constitution at all seasons of the year. From 
Cherra Poonjee to Lailongkote. a distance of about eighteen miles, there is a use .. 
ful road which is capable -of much improvement at a very moderate cost. There 
is no large rivff to be crossed on the route, coal and lime can be easily supplied 
from th(! vi11a~e of Lyrungyo, which is about thirteen milt'S distant, and 
provisions and oth~r articles might be brought from Cherra Poonjee at a smal 
expense. Lailongkote is situated on the high road which is being made across 
the Hills from Cherr~ foonjee to Assaloo VIa Joowaie Poonjee, and it is abollt 
twenty-five milec; from the centre of the Jynteah HIlls, from whence supplies 
might be drawn without difficulty, and at a moderate rate. 

286. The advantage of having, in these Hills, a detachment of European 
'troops or even at Convalescent Depot, like that at Darjeeling, must be obvious. 
To ensure perfect safety in Ass~m and Eastern Bengal it wiII be necessary, 
I apprehend. for some time to come, to have a ~ertain number of European 
trroops on this Frontier, and I think that they cannot be better placed than 
In \\1~s~ m lur.tains, "here ~he climate is so (~voural;>l~ tQ their h~alth. and wher, 
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they would be ready for service on the occurrence of any emergency in Assa.m .or 
Eastern Beng~1. 

287. The right of Government to the tract of country to the South and 
East of the Oomeeam River, appears to be so valuable for Military and other 
purposes, that I would. with deference. recommend that it be not relinquished 
without the fullest consideration. There is, I understand. a large quantity of 
waste and unoccupied land in ihis tract which \lould be very useful to European 
settlers. and Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has informed me 
that he has received an application from a very respectable English Gentlemall 
for a grant of land in this part of the country. and in aU probability other 
~pplications of a similar kind would be made if these lands are consIdered avail
able for European settlers. 

288. In a resolution of the Bengal Government. under date the 24th of 
November 1853. the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal has been pleased to 
declare that it was not the intention of the Government to extend the interference 
of the British authorities in the affairs of these semi-independent and depen~ent 
states. or to "alter the kind or degree of subjection" in which they were then 
placed, and it appears to me that nothing has since occurred to render any 
deviation from that policy necessary or indeed expedient. All these Cossyah 
states. by whatever distinctive appellation they are known, acknowledge the 
supremacy and are de facto under the au~hority and control of the British 
Government. I know that the Chiefs of every grade ana degree consider 
themselves to be feudatories and vassals of the Government. Nothing, in my 
opinion. is likely to be gained by any further interference, at the present time, 
with the administration of these Native Chiefs. 

289. I have already observed that it has been hitherto the practice to 
report to the Government only the successions to the Raj of Cherra Poonjee j 
but it seems to me very expedient that all future successions to the Chieftain
ships of the five semi-independent States. at all events, should be reported to. 
and receive the fo~mal ~anction of, the Government. Each Rajah. on his 
succession, should be required to present a II nuzzur JJ to, and receive a "khilut" 
from. the Government as is usual on these occasions in other parts of the country. 
Each semi-indepen<!lent Chieftain should execute an II fkrarnamah II and receive 
a sunnud of appointment from the Government. It is not necessary, I think. 
that- these" Ikrarnamahs" should "Contain any minute articles of agreement j it 
will suffice for the Chief to promise to govern his country according to its ancient 
and established usages, to reside in his own district to keep his people contented 
and satisfied, and to obey any orders that may be given to him by the Govern
ment as the supreme ruling power. I consider the stipulation regarding residence 
necessary, because the district of Moleem is. and has been for many years. in a 
deplorable state owing to the absenteeism of its Chieftain, Rajah Hazar Singh, 
who has deserted his country and has been residing for some years with his 
wife's family at Cherra Poonjee. 

• 290. The political authorities. I understand. doubt whether they have the 
power of requiring Rajah Hazar Singh to reside in his· own country and attend to 

X 
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, 
it'S affairs. The people of Moleem are under the impression that in any contest 
betwe.en them and' their Chief, the Government will support the latter, and there
fore they are afraid to depose him and elect another person to manage their 
affairs. The Rajah is under the protection of our Government, and if he were 
not in that position, he would not dare to act as he has done. I think he should 
be directed to reside in his own country and to attend to its business, and if he 
refuses OIl" neglects to comply with this very reasonable requisition, intimation 
should be given to the people of Moleem that the protection of the Government 
had been withdrawn from him, and they would then soon redress their own 
grievances; as it is, the British influence is merely an instrument of oppression 
to them. 

291. I have seen all these semi.independent Rajahs, and have made careful 
inquiry into their character, conduct and qualifications i I am satisfied that there 
is not one among them who can with safety be trusted with the power of capital 
punishment. Since the British power became paramount in these Hills, there 
has not been, I believe, a single instance in which a capital sentence has been 
passed and carried into effect by any Chieftain, or other Native ruler or authority, 
and from what I elicited during the. interviews which 1 have had with these 
Chiefs, it is my impression that they do not consider themselves tcf have the 
power to pass capital sentences. It would be a good plan, r think, to order all 
cases of murder and homicide, belonging to these semi-independent Stales, to 
be tried conjointly by the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, 
and the Chieftain of the district in which the crime had been committed. When 
both these functionaries agree as to the guilt of the accused, they might be 
"uthorized to pass sentences of imprisonment with labor and irons for a term not 
exceeding fourteen years, and to refer all other cases requiring a heavier punish
ment for the final orders of the Government. An appeal from all final sentencea 
of the Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain should lie to the 
Governor General's Agent, and when the Principal Assistant Commissioner! and 
the Chieftain differ in opinion regarding the guilt of the accused, or the measure 
of punishment to be inflicted, a reference should be made to the Governor 
.General's Agent, who sh?U1d pass final orders according to his own judgment and 
competence, or refer the case, shoQld a senten(:e of more than fourteen years' 
imprisonment be required, for the orders of the Government. The Principal 
Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain might be assisted in trying these cases 
by a jury composed of the" Muntrees, " Sirdars flod Head-men of the district. 
I do not apprehend that any objection would be offered by these semi-independ .. 
ent Chiefs to a judicial procedure of this nature I on the contrary, I incline to 
tbink that it would be acceptable to them. It will not be necessary to carry o"t 
the above suggestions immediately i this can be done by degrees; affairs can be 
;allowed to remain as they are for the present, but "hen any new succe£sion 
to a Chieftainship shall take place, and the Government is called on to sanction 
and confirm the appointment of a new Chieftain, opportunity might be taken 
to carry out any arrangement 9f this kind v.hich, I think, would be beneficiar tQ 
these dis~ricts. -
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292. It was brought to my notice that in the village of Cherra Poonjee 

there was a Cossyah who had been accused of murder and had been kept in 
prison without trial since the year 1850 j I was also told that this person had 
been occasionally treated with much cruelty by the Rajah's people. 1 directed 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner to make enquiries into this matter. Rajah 
Ram Sing, of Cherra Poonjee, represented that the Cossya in question, named 
Oomur Sing, had been found guilty of the murder of one Phan Rai, and sentenced 
by the Rajah's predecessor, Rajah Soubah Sing, to imprisonment for life with 
labour in irons. There was no written -record of conviction, and no one could 
give any information as to when the trial took place and the sentence had been 
passed. Mr. Hudson informed me that he doubted very much whether the 
prisoner had been tried and sentenced by the late Rajah, and from what 1 be~rd 
from some of the most respectable inhabitants of Cherra Poonj~e and other 
sources, I am inclined to believe that this man has been,kept in prison without trial 
for the last eight years I It appears that Oomur Sing had been kept chained to 
a post (or some time, because he had effected his escape from custody j he was 
released, I believe, from this cruel mode of punishment shortly after my arrival 
at this station. These Chieftains have not suitable places for the imprisonment 
of life and long term convicts j if they be allowed to keep such prisoners in their 
custo~y, there will be much cruelty and irregularity j they should be required. 
either to erect suitable buildings for this purpose, or to send prispners of these 
classes to .the Cherra Poonjee Jail to undergo their sentences. 

293. No alteration seems to be required in the civil jurisdiction of these 
five semi-independent Chiefs and their durbars; they should be allowed, 
-I think, to decide, as at present, all civil suits in which only their own people 
are conc~rned. 

294. There appears to be no present necessity for making any alteration in 
the civil and criminal administration of the twenty dependent states. There is, 
however, nothing, I think, in the existing relations between the Government 
and these dependent states, which precludes the former from altering the 
pre~ent arrangements whenever sllch step may be consideied desirable j but 

.1 am of opinion that the best. course now will be to leave matters as they are. 
Cases of murder and homicide belongipg to these states are now taken up and 
lried by the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee j 1 would allow 
the Chiefs and people to dispose of all other crimin::tl and civil cases after their 
own fashion according to the present practice. These states and their Chiefs 
consider themselves to be entirely under the control of the Government, and 
will no doubt consent to carry out any well-considered projects of improvement 
which the Government may be desirous to introduse. 

295. The successions to the Chieftainships of the four principal dependent 
states of Moley, Mahram, Murrio\\' and Nuugklow should always, I think, be 
reported for the confirmation of the Government. Each of these Chiefs, 'in 
succeeding to their Raj, should execute an II Ikrarnamah," and a 1\ sunnud " of 
appointment should be given to them by the Government after they had 
presented the: usual 1/ nuzzur " and been iqvested with tne uSQal "khilut," The 
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successions to the Chieftainships and Sirdarships of the petty states should be 
reported to the Governor General's Agent, who might be empowered to grant 
sunnuds to all these petty Chiefs, Sirdars and Elders. This public and ceremo
nious recognition of these dependent Chiefs by the Government would probably 
be found very 4seful, inasmuch as it will ensure the respect and ready obedience 
of their subordinates, and this direct and visible responsibility to the paramount 
power ,ill render these Chiefs more anxious and careful to exercise their dele
gated functions with fidelity and discretion. 

~96. In the Resolution of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal above 
referred to, His Lordship was pleased to declare, that it was not the intention of 
Government on that occasion to demand, any payment of tribute or revenue 
from the semi-independent and dependent Cossyab states. I have already stated 
that the British possessions in these Hills are now sufficiently taxed, and [ am 
not 'prepared to recommend that any tribute or revenue should be required, at 
present, .from the states which are not Brilish possessions. No doubt the 
Government would be fully justified in calling upon these Chiefs and people to 
contribute, according to their means, what i!\ right and proper towards the 
payment. of the expenses incurred, in maintaining good order, and giving 
security to life and property in these mountains, and it is probable that tribute 
and revenue might be raised from these states under judicious management 
without much difficulty and without exciting anything like serious discontent 
among the Chiefs and people i but the present juncture does not a·ppear to me 
to be opportune for making this fiscallixperiment j it will, I think, be prudent 
to defer it till the resources of these Hills have been more fully developed, and 
till the political horizon it; more clear. . 

297. The late Assistant Political Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cave, seems to 
have been of opi~ion that there would be no diffi.culty in raising a moderate 
revenue from the dependent states, and he even thought that such a measure 
would be acceptable to the Chiefs, Sirdars and Head-men, inasmuch as it would 
be the means of augmenting their incomes. Colonel Lister seems not to have 
shared in this opinion i he thought that the poverty or' the districts to the 
North and West of Cherra Poonjee woald render the collection of any tax in ... • 
those vilIages a rather troublesome maW~r, and that perhaps some of the Chiefs 
might be disposed to resist, in which case the necessary coercion might be 
difficult and expensive. At the present time there is not; in my opinion, any 
district that cannot afford to pay a moderate contribution to the public expenses, 
and I very much doubt whether there is any Chief who would attempt to resist 
the imposition of any moderate tax on his village;; j but· as [ have said before, 
I do not consider the present a favourable opportunity for carrying out a project 
of this kind. 

298. Lieutenant Cave, in his Report ofthe 1st of March 1854, No. 35, has 
suggested * the expediency. of placing the small districts of Moflong and 
Mowlong under the direct authority of the Civil Officer at Cherra Poonjee. 
For some time past the people of these villages have been in the habit of 

• Paragraph 12. 
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resorting to the Cherra Court fo; justice, and the- Head-men consider themselves 
to be entirely under our authority, and, in fact, are so. Under these circum
stances there seems to be no reason why the administration of these small villages 
should not be formally placed on the same footing as that of the British villages. 

299. In the year 18j5, the Governor General's Agent on the Norrtl East 
Frontier pointed out to the Government that great inconvenience was likely 
to arise, if the Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdarsr Elders' and other village authorities are 
permitted to grant large tracts of land in their districts to Europeans and other 
persons not being Natives of the Hills, without the knowledge and intervention 
of the Officers of Government, and the Government in reply· was pleased to 
authorize Colonel Jenkins" to take such steps as may appear fitting and prac
ticable for preventing such injurious acquisitions of property." I ,requested 
Colonel Jenkins to inform me what had been done in pursuance of these 
instructions6 and he replied that the subj~ct was surrounded with such great . 
difficulties that nothing as yet had been done, and that he was of opinion 
that the object in view could only be met by a legislative enactment as 
respects British subjects. Nb doubt this is a mattev-of much 'diffic.ulty and 
importance, for these Cossyah Chiefs of all kinds are so extremely ignorant and 
reckless, that they may at any time grant long or perpetual leases of very 
valuable lands for very trifling sums required for their personal necessities or 
the gratification of their· passions. There may be perhaps some difficulty in 
legislating on such a subject, for the Government may feel averse to any inter
ference of this kind with the Chi(:fs and people of the semi-independent and 
dependent states j the Government, however, having been pleased to declare 
that it has a right, in return for protecting them from mutual aggressions and 
securing to them the advantages of peace and good government, to demand 
tribute or revenue from them whenever it may be'expedient so to do, it appears 
to me that it would be justified in adopting precautionary measures to prevent 
the public resources of these states being -wantonly wasted and alienated. This 
object, I think, might be attained in some measure if the Government notified to 
the Cossyah Chiefs and people of the semi-independent and dependent states, 
that it would not recognize the grant of any large tract of land in any cf these 
states, unless it had been confir_med by a British Officer duly authorized by the 
Government to sanction such grants. Some such restriction as this would, in all 
probability, prevent, in a great degree, illegal and fraudulent grants, for few per,: 
sons would run the risk of taking grants without the sanction of the Government. 

300. The ignorance and credulity of these Cossyah Chiefs are almost beyond 
belief. The Chief of one of the semi-independent States, a very straightforward 
and respectable person, assured me that he had been induced to grant a lease 
of a coal mine in his territory to a person having the appearance of an European 
Gentletnan, who represented himself to be an Officer of the Government, and 
asserted that he had taken the lease on account of the Government. I have no 
reason to disbelieve this statement i I have seen a copy of the lease, and in my 
opinion its ~onditions are such as the Chief, had he been aware of what he was 

• Mr, Secretary Grey's letter to Governor General's Agent, North East Frontier, No. 265, August 
25th, 1855, para. 7, 
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about, would not have agreed to. On questioni~g him [ found that he knew 
little or nothing about the terms of the lease, and he candidly admitted that 
this was the case, adding that he thought he was transacting business with a 
Government Officer, and having perfect faith and confidence that everything 
was fa.· and correct, he at once agreed to do everything that he was asked to 
do, without making any enquiry into the matter. When the trade of these 
HiIls has been thoroughly opened, it is not unlikely that transactions of this kind 
may take place again, and they ought, I think, if possible, to be guarded against. 

DISSENSIONS REGARDING THE SUCCESSION TO THE CHERRA 
RAJ. 

30 I. On my arrival at Cherra Poonjee, I found that violent dissensions 
were raging between Rajah Ram Si~g, of Cherra Poonjee, and almost all the 
principal Sirdars of his district. The last Rajah, Sou bah Sing, died on the 51 h 
of June 1856, and Rajah ·Ram Sing, who is the eldest nephew of the deceased, 
represented to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, that he had succeeded 
his uncle. The succession was reported to the Supreme Government, and the 
Right Hon'ble the Governor General in Council was pleased to sanction- the 
succession of Rajah Ram Sing to the Raj of Cherra Poonjee. Rajah Ram Sing, 
however, had not been elected, according to the custom 01 the country, by the 
Heads of the twelve tribes or clans in whom the power of election is vest.ed, 
and in consequence a great many of the most in fluential people refused to 
acknowledge him 4S the lawful ruler of Cherra Poonjee. As the performance 
of the funeral ceremonies of the late Rajah, by Rajah Ram Sing, would, according 
to the usage of the country, have been conclusive in regard to the succession, 
the opposition party would not permit the dead body of Soubah Sing to be 
burnt, and in consequence it was kept in the village for nearly a year. After 
I had given the Heads of the twelve tribes an assurance that the Government 
~ould maintain the just and ancient rights of b9th parties, the representatives of 
the twelve tribes withdrew their opposition, and the funeral ceremonies of the 
late Rajah were celebrated in the usual manner on the 4th of May 1857, 
without any disturbance. 

302. It is, I think, beyond dispute that Rajah Ram Sing has succeeded to 
the Cherra Raj in an irregular manner, and that he has not been elected, as all 
his predecessors have been, by the representatives of the twelve tribes or clans, 
who, by immemorial usage, have the right of election. The local authorities, 
I think, ought to have taken care that Rajah Ram Sing had been duly elected 
before they reported his- succession for the sanction of Government. As he 
had been recognized as Chieftain by the Supreme Government, and was not 
personaJ1y disqualified for the office, it appeared to me inexpedient to listen to the 
request of the representatives of the twelve tribes to be allowed to elect a 
Chieftain. An election when the passions of both parties were inflamed, and 

• Orders No. 4089. dated 1st of August 1856. 
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during the critical period of July and August 1857, might have been attended 
with untoward consequences j under these circumstances I thought it advisable 
to settle the matter amicably at once. The representatives of the twelve tribes 
were not unreasonable j they held a durbar, by invitation, at my office. I repre~ 
sented to them that the appointment of Ram Sing had been sanctioned by the 
Government, and that it was inexpedient to reopen that question, and I gave 
them an assurance in writing that the succession of Ram Sing should not be 
taken as a preced'ent, but that in aU future successions the ancient and established 
usages of the country should be strictly abided by and faithfully observed. 
With this compromise both parties appeared to be satisfied, and the dispute 
regarding the succession has been settled i the result, however, might have been 
different, had the disputed succession occurred in one of the distant states 
where the people are more wild and bigoted than those of Cherra Poonjee j the 
Khasias are very touchy about their political rights, and tbe District Officer 
-should see that they are respected. In this in_stance Rajah Ram Sing was 
clearly in the wrong throughout j he is a headstrong, arbitrary and unpopular 
Chieftain, and I took this opportunity of intimating to him quietly that he 
must not expect the Government to support him in any encroachments on the 
liberties of his people. 

CO_MPLAINTS AGAINST THE RAJAH OF CHERRA POONjEE. 

303. The Sirdars of the British village of Moosmye made a verbal com
plaint to me, that the Rajah of Cherra was very oppressive and extortionate to 
them. I requested the Principal Assistant Commissioner to inquire into the 
matter, and it has been proved that it is usual for the Rajaa to levy a transit 
tax of one pice for each male porter's burden, and half. a pice for each loa~ car
ried by a female, ,,'hieh passes through his territory. When the MOJsmye 
people are employed as porters, the Rajah has lately compelled them to pay 
four pice for each.1oad carried by a man, and three pice for every load carried 
by a woman. The demand is extortionate and contrary to the custom of the 
country, and it has the effect of preventing the employmeltt of the Moosmye 
people as porters for the conveyance of goods that have to pass through the 
Cherra district. The object of the Rajah in thus oppressing the Moosmye 
people seems to be to compel them to abandon their own village and settle 
in some of his villages. The Rajah has not denied, though he has sought to 
evade, the charges brought against him by the Moosmye Sirdars. There is, in 
my opinion, ample proof that he has acted very oppressively to the Moosmye 
people. I have desired the Principal Assistant Commissioner to remonstrate 
with him and ~o remind him that these arbitrary aud unjust exactions are quite 
at variance with the spiri~ of his engagements with, and his position towards, 
the Government i if they be continued, the interference of the Government will 
be requirc::d, for the British villages have a right to the protection of the Govern
ment. 

304. Several persons complained to me that the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee 
was in the habit of stopping traders and others passing along the Government 
high road to Assam, and forcibly compelling then:t to pay transit duties. The 
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_ Rajah has admitted that he demands a tax of one pice on e,'ery load of mer
chandise carried by a porter, and two pice on ev.ery head of cattle taken along 
that part of the Assam dawk road which pas~es under his village, and he 
declares that he and his predecessors have always levied this tax without any 
prohibition on the part of the Cherra Civil Officers. I have reason to bdieve 
that the oppressions of the Rajah's servants are not confined to the exaction 
of the t;\xes above-mentioned, but under colour of collecting these taxes, they 
commit all kinds of violence and oppresSion on the Government highway. I am 
told that in the time of Colonel Lister, the Rajahs of Cherra never attempted 
to levy these taxes on the high road, and that the demand now made is a 
modern extortion. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson is of opinion 
" that the Rajah has no right- to stop traders proceeding along a Government 
highway on any pretence, and the practice should be prohibited, or it may form 
a precedent for other Chieft<lins to follow his example, and thus defeat the 
object for which the road "as made." I entirely concur with Mr. Hudson 
on this subject, and as I feel satisfied that the Rajah has no right whatever to 
obstruct the Government highway and to harass travellers and _ traders with his 
tax·gatherers, I have instructed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to desire 
the Rajah to d,esist from stopping persons on the Assam road, and to discon
tinue the exaction of taxes thereon till further orders. 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE WAHADADARS OF CHEYLA POONjEE. 

305. Some reform in the administration of the large dependent state of 
Cheyla Poonjee seems to be urgently required. For the last four or five years 
the great majority. of the people have been extremely dissatisfied with the 
manner in whi<;h the affairs of their country have been administered by the six 
Headmen, who are called" Wahadadars," and the district has been torn assun
der by party feuds and dis~ensions. The fear of the displeasure of the Govern
ment has alone prevented very serious disturbances. 

306. In May 185(, the Wahadadars appealed to the Political Agent for sup
port against their own people, and since then there has been no peace and 
quietness in Cheyla Poonjee. The party in opposition to the Wahadadars is 
the most powerful, and is composed of the most influential Zemindars and inha
bitfl,nts of the district i it would have removed the present village authorities 
long ago, had there not been a very -prevalent impression among the Cheyla 
Cossyahs, that their Wahadadars would be supported against them by the 
Government. 

307. A large number of tbe principal Zemindars and inhabitants of the 
Cheyla district waited on me soon after rr.y arrival at Cherr~ Poonjee to complain 
against their Wahadadars i among them there were, I believe, delegates from 
almost every village in the district. The complaints were divided into two 
parties i the one consisted of the representatives of the twelve confederated 
viilages of the old Cheyla district, who merely asked for permission to remove 
the present Wahadadars on account of oppression and misconduct, and to appoint 
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in tbeir places impartial ancf competent persons according to the ancient usages 
of the country; the other 'consisted of the Sirdars and 
Elders of the fi ve villages named in the margin, and known 
by the name of the /. Pannch Poonjee" district, which had 
joined the twelve confederated villages after the latter had 
made their submission to the British Government in the 

. I. Nongkro. 
2. Teernah. 
3. Nongkreeat. 
4. Mantang. 
5. Romdal. 

year 1829. The" Paunch Poonjee" people not only l'rayed for the dismissal 
of the Wahadadarsf but solicited permission to separate themselves froUl the 
twelve allied vmages,. and to manage their own affairs again as they had done 
before ther unioEl with the larger section of the district. 

308. The charges brought against the Wahadadars by their opponents 
were- ' 

ut.-That they, the Wahadadars, being the elected Chiefs of the Cheyla 
Community, had illegally 'assumed rights, powers, and privileges 
superior to those claimed by any of the first-class hereditary Cossyah 
Chieftains. 

2ndly.-That their judicial procedure had been irregulat, oppressive and 
contl'ary to the establishment usages of the country, inasmuch as they 
were in the' habit of deciding cases ill their own houses, without consult
ing the village durbar, instead of at the place called "the "Phallee 
Bazaar," in the'village of Cheyla, where all cases had 'been decided' 
from time immemorial in open durbar with the advice and consent of 
the village Head-men and Elders. -

3rdfy.-Tnat they wilfully delayed· making decisions from improper motives, 
and that many of their decisions, when made, were unjust, partial and' 
corrupt. 

309. The complainants also accused the Wahadadars, in general ferms, on 
being underthe influence of two Bengalee* advisers, who instigated and parti-
cipated in their oppressions. , 

310. In 1829. when Mr. David Scott first came into these Hills as Governor 
. General's Agent, the affairs of the twelve confederate{ villages of Cheyla Poonje~ 
were administered by four Wahadadars,t t\\'O of whom, Mishnee and Bur SiJ;)g, 
are still alive and in office. Tnere arf" now sixt Wahadadars. On the death of 
Somen, Larh Sing was p~rmitted, by an order of the Political Agent, dated· the 
17th September 1850, to succeed to a half share of the Wahadadarship of the 
deceased j the succession to the remaining half share was disputed by Bur 
Doloie and Sona Rai, and in consequence a reference was made to the people 
with the view of ascertaining which of the twain would be most acceptable to 
them j the choice of the majority fell on 'the former, who was consequently 
inducted into the rem~ining_ half of the Wabadadar;hip by orders of the Political 
Agf:nt, dated the 8th of March 1852. Subsequently, however, this arrange
ment was set side with the consent of the Governor General's Agent, North 

'It Gourk"ishore Dey. Ram Sunker Datta. 
l' I. Nishnee. 2. Bur :::ling. 3. Somen. 4. Ooksan. 

l I. M:shnee. 2. Bur Sing. 3. Larh Sing. 4. Bur Doloie. 5. Son a Rai. 6. Bebai. 
Z 
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East Frontier, by a private agreement between But Doloie and Sona Rai. each 
of whom was perIJlitted to succeed to a -one-fourth share of the Wahadadarship 
of the deceaJSed Somen. Although these three persons conjointly hold the office 
of Wahadadar, they have only one vote in the deCision of cases and in other 
village business. Ooksan Wahadadar died about the year 1844. and was suc
ceeded by Behai i but this succession seem.s not to have been fonnally confirmed 
by the Political authorities. -

31\1. In 1854. not long after Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson 
had joined his present appointment. the disturbed srate of the Cheyla district 
attracted his attention. and he despatched Hujjum Manick. a cousin of the Cherra 
Poonjee Rajah. to Cheyla Poonjee to enquire into the causes,of the disturbances 
which were then so ftequent in that district. and to ascertain "hy the people 
were so dissatisfied with the Wahadadars. On the 12th of June 1854, he sub
mitted a report. which was very unfavourable to the Wahadadars. Be represented 
that they did their duty in a very irregular and unsatisfactory manner. and that 
the people had good grounds for complaint.; he said he had endeavoured to 
settle the differences between the Wahadadars and the people, but had not 
succeeded to doing so owing to the interfE'rence of the two Bengalee Agents of 
the Wahadadars, who profited by fomenting these dissensions. 

312. In all the o~her Cossyah States it is the practice for the Chiefs, 
Elders and Ht:ad-men to make j~icial deci!~?~~..JE_,!h~_0.E.~~_clu~~r with the 
advice and consent of the most influential and" respectable men of the village. 
The decision is proclaimed in open durbar before all the people, but no written 
record of it. or of the proceedings. ,is kept. For some years the Wahadadars of 
Chflyla Pootljee have introduced the practice of recording their proceedings and 
decisions in the Bengalee language. which i~ understood neither by the Wahada
dars. nor-the llurbar. nor the Cossyah litigants. The Bengalee record is prepared 
by the two Bengali advisers. who can enter thereon whatever they please, for 
there is no check upon them. This has given great offence to the Ch~yla -people; 
they strongly object to this departure from their ancient customs. which they. with 
much reason. say. places them entirely at the mercy of two hireling and covetous 
Bengalees. who came into t-heir country some few years ago paupers, and have 
now become men of opulence. 

313. I requested the Principal Assistant Commissioner to send for my 
inspection six of the oldest undecided ci\,il suits which were on the file of the 
Cheyla Wahadadars on the 31st of August 1857. The Principal Assistant Com
missioner experienced. much difficulty in getting. these cases from the Wahadadars 
and has informed me that he is not certain that a correct return has been made to 
my requisition. The Wahadadars made great delay in producing these cases 

I. July 9th, 1852 
2. December 27th, ISS" 
3. June 11th, 1853 
4. July 28th, 1853. 
S. September 2nd, 1853. 
6. September 16th, 1853. 

which, fr~m their appearance, seem to have been prepared 
for the occasion. The dates of institution of these six cases 
are shown on the margin j the amounts sued fOf. with one 
exception, are triijing. and alllhese suits might have easily 
been decided withir six months of the.dates of their instit ulion. 

There is no reason apparent on the re~ords why decision should h.ave been delayed 
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• 
for so many years. The opposition party affirms that these delays have been 
made to enable the Wahadadars to effect corrupt bargains and arrangements. 
with the litigants. -

314. According to the returns received from the Wahadadars there were on 

O b h 8 their file, on the 31st of August 1857, forty-four undecided 
I. ecem er 1St • 1 SJ. 
2. March 16th, 1854. civil suits and eleven criminal cases i in three of the latter 
3. Apnl4th, 1854-

cases the charges have been preferred on the dates noted 
01\ the margin. I am, however, of opinion that no dependence can be placed on 
these returns of the Wahadadars, which have evidently been concocted by the 
t"o Bengalee advisers. 

315. I sent to the Principal Assistant Commissioner ten written complaints 
bearing the names of 235 inhabitants of the Cheyla Poonjee district, in order 
that they might be formally inquired into by that officer in the presence of both 
parties. There were also four other petitions subsequently presented by seventy
seven individuals, containing similar complaints respecting the misconduct and 
inefficiency olthe Wahadadars i but the Principal Assistant Commissioner did 
not consider it necessary to enq uire into them, because the allegations therein 
contained were precisely similar to those in the other petitions which had been 
previously investigated. A large number of the Cheyla Cossyahs, who presented 
no petitions~ made verbal complaints to me against the Wahadadars. 

316. Six of these petitions were presented by respectable Zemindars, Heads 
of villages and other inhabitants of the twelve allied villages, and the other four 
petitions by the Sirdars, Elders and others of the 1/ Paunch Poonjee " villages. 

317. I think it has been proved, by the oral and documentary evidence 
adduced, that in the month of May 1856, during the absence from home of Oorai 
Zemindar, four peons in the employ of ¥ishnee Wahadadar, by order of that 
person, viole.ntly ejected the wife of the saiq Oorai from her husband's house, 
held foaible possession of it for about six days, and plundered the'refrom, during 
the oight tir.le, a considerable quantity of property which the plaintiff has valued 
at Rs. 545-2-0 i the pretext for this outrage was that the Zemindar had commit
ted an assault upon certain persons who had been sent by this Wahadadar to 
cut down one of the Zemindar's jack trees. 

318. The petitioners brought forward and substantiated other cases in 
which I consider the official conduct of the Wahadadars has been very reprehen
sible and -oppressive to the people. 

319. I am of opinion that these Wahadadars have claimed an hereditary 
right to tbtse WabadadarshipsJ which is entirely without foundation. I think 
it has been clearly and satisfactorily provedJ that the Wahadadars are, and, 
always have bef:nJ previous to 1829, the elected Chiefs of the Cheyla community 
and are'liable to r~moval for official misconduct and maladministration by the 
same power that elected them. J think also that it has been satisfactorily 
estetblished, that after the death of the Wahadadars Somen and Ooksan, Larh 
Sing, Bur Doloie, Sana Rai and Behai have been irregularly and illegally 
Flppointed Wahadadars-without the consent of the people and contrary to the 
~stablisbed usage of the Cheyla Poonjee district. It is tlear als.o that the division 
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of the Wahadadarship of the late Somen into three separate shares, is alto
gether unlawful and opposed to the weB-known custom of the country. 

_3 20• I am of opinion that it has been proved that the mode of procedure 
adopted by the Wahadadars in transacting business through Bengalee Agents 
and ill the Bengalee language, is at variance with the custom of the country 
and altogether repognant to' the wishes of a very large majority of the inhab-it
ants~ I am also of opinion that it has been proved that the Wahadadars have 
been i~ the habit of taking up and deciding, at their 0' wn residences, caseS which 
ought to have been decided in open durbar :1t the Phallee Bazaar, and that they 
have decided cases without the assistance and advice of the chief Zemi'ndars 
and Elders of tbe fribes of " Ookrang ", and" Ooben," who have a prescriptive 
right to assist ~n the investigation of cases and to give their op~nion and votes 
upo~ them.. . 

3:2 r. Til ere- is, I think, ample proof that these Wabadadars, for several years 
past, have' been guilty of official misconduct and maladministration, and that the 
inhabitants have good grounds for dissatisfaction with them, and it appears to 
me that under th~se circumstances the people of Cheyla have a right, by the 
custom of the country, to remove these Wahadadars from office and to nomi
nate other persons- to perform the duties of their district. 

32 z. For the tranquillization of the Cheyla Poonjee district I would ve(lture 
to recommend the adoption of the following measure, which I think wourd be 
acceptable to tne great bulk of the people. TJ1e W'\hadadars Mishnee and Bur 
Sing have been in office for more than 30 years; they are aged men, and are not 
li.kely, in' the ordinary course of things, to last long i I would allow them to 
remain in office as long as they are able to perform the duties of it, provided 
they engage to renounce their Bengalee advisers and' all vain vexatious and 
illegal pretensions and promise to conduct their official duties for the future "in 
strict conformity with the established usages of the district. I would allbw the 
people to exercise their ancient privilege and elect two other Wahadldars in the 
place of the deceased Wahadadars, Somen and Ooksan, seuing aside Larh Sing, 
Bur Doloie, Sona Rai and Behai, who have been irregul2rly appointed Wahada~ 
dars. - • 

3z3. It will be expedient, I think, to introduce into the Cheyla Poonjee 
district the system of election which is in force, and works well in the Jynteah 
Hill territory. Persons appointed to the office of Wahadadar should hold office 
for three years, if they conduct thems-elves properly; and at the end of that period 
there should be a new election. I would allow the Wahadadars to settle and 
decide, according to ancient usage" all civil suits; an appeal from their decisions 
shoLlld lie to the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cberra Poonjee, and a 
special appeal to the Governor General's Agent of the North East Frontier. 
The Wahadadars should have authority to decide all p'etty criminal cas_es in open 
durbar in the usual manner, and should be requirecf to refer all heinous casd for 
trial to the Cherra Court. The practice of keeping a record of civil and criminal 
proceedings in the" Bengalee language ought to be abolished forthwith, and the 
interference of Bengalee advisers_and Mookhtears in judicial matters should be 
strictly prohibited. All .judicial proceedings ought to be held in open uurbar 
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:md in the Cnsc;yah language, and only the final order should be recorded 
briefly in the Bengalee language in a register book kept for that purpose. 

324. Some such mpasures a~ those above indicated would, ( think, be 
acceptable to the people, and would probably have the effect of restoring peace 
and good order to the Cheyla district. So long as the present Wahadadars 
fXercise their functions as they have done for the last six or seven years, there 
"ill be alwa}s discontent and disorder in Cheyla Poonjee. The people, if left 
to themselves, would soon effect their own deliv@rance, but they fear the displea
sure of the Government, and in conc;equence have patiently put up with much 
from their \V ahadadars j but there is a limit to human endurance, and I am 
persuaded that the present state of affairs cannot continue much longer without 
leading to much mischief. 

325. I am not aware of any reason why the "Paunch Poonjee" village5 
should not be allowed to separate themselves from the twelve allied villages and 
manage th.eir own affairs through their own Sirdars and Elders as they did for 
some time after the Cossyah states had made their submission to the British 
Government. The Wahadadars have asserted that these villages had united 
themselves to the twelvp. confederated villages before hostilities commenced in 
these hills in the year 1S.~9, and that they had to pay their share of the fine of 
4,000 Rupees imposed upon the whole of the Cheyla Poonjee district by the late 
Mr. David Scott. This, however, is evidently an incorrect statement, for it IS 

eApprndlx No 4({. 
c1e'lr from the rkrarnama* executed by the Wahadadars on 
the 3rd of September 1829, and the English official 

record5, that this fine was imposed only on the twelve·confederate villages, and not 
u p'on the" Paunch Poonjee" villages i the latter appear to have been separately 
fined, and their inhabitants, in lieu of payment of their fine, seem to have 
supplied timSer for the Government buildings, which were then in course of 
conlltruction at the Cherra sanatorium. 

326. It appears that for some time past the people of the" Paunch Poonjee" 
villages, taking ad':antage of t he disorganized condition of the Cheyla district, 
have gradually withdrawn themselves from the jurisdiction of the \V ahadadars, 
and have been in the habit of having their own cases settled and decided, as 
formerly, by their own Sirdars, Elders and Durbars, and they now pray for 
permission to continue this practice. 'I hey are willing that all civil and crimi
nal cases, not within their competence, should be referred to, and decided by, 
the Cherra Court. 

327. It is not likely that any objection will be made to ~he propcsed 
separation of the" Paunch Poonjee" villages by the people of the twelve allied 
villages. If the Government be plea:;ed to permit the" Pau'lch Poonjee" villagers 
to manage their own affairs, their Sirdars and Elders, who are to exercise judicial 
functions, f>h':mld be elected by the people every three years, subject to the con
firmation of the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, from whom 
they should receive sunnuds after their names have been duly registered in the 
Cherra Court. Their judicial powers and authority should be placed on the same 
footing as those of the Wahadadars of the twelve confederate villages. 

2A 
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COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE LEASE OF THE CHELYA 
ORANGE GROVE:;, 

328. Seventy-four inhabitants of the Cheyla Poonjee district petitioned me 
in writing, and about the same number of persons waited on roe at different times 
and made verbal representations, complaining, that for many years they had been 

-forciblY'fompelied by the Cheyla Poonjee Wahad<ldars and certain of the Zemin
dars of that district, who are in the interest of Mr. J nglis, to deliver the produce 
of their orange gardens to that Gentleman for much lower price~ than .they could 
obtain if they were permitted to sell their oranges in the open_market. 

329. This orange question was fully inquired into under the orders of 
Government by Mr. Commissioner Dunbar in the months of December 1848 and 
January 1849. ~Ir. Inglis continues in possession of these orange ~ves 
under the same lease as he held them when they were made the subject of 
investigation by Mr. Dunbar iQJ 84g-49 j there is now no complaint of any new 
aggression on the part of Mr. Inglis. Mr. Dunbar was of opinion that Mr. Inglis' 
claim to the produce of these orange groves wa,s supported II by a full and legal 
right," and he added that "even were there any 'doubts upon this point, the 
policy of interference would be extremely questionable. In this view of the case 
the Government of the day appears to have generally concurred, and ever since 
Mr. Inglis has remained in posse~sion of the produce of these orange groves 
under tl;e twenty-one years' lease dated the 23rd of May 1840, given to him 
by the Wahadadars and certain of the Zemindars of the Cheyla Poonjee district. 
Under these circumstances,'". consider that this question had been finally drter
mined by the qovernment, and that I was not at liberty to re-open it. 

330. Whatever may be my opinion of Mr. Inglis' current lease and contract, 
and of the means adopted by the Wahad~dars and others to enforre the con
ditions of that engagement, I am entirely of opinion that it is altogether inexpe
dient now to interfer~ with arrangements which l1<~ve E;xisted since March 1845, 
"hich seem to have been tacitly sanctioned by the Government, and which 
certainly, on the whole, ha~e not been disadvantageous to the Cheyla people. 

33 I. The orange contracts made by Mr. Inglis in 18,30 and 1 845t...Eave been, 
in my opinion, profitable to the great bulk of the inh~bitants of t!Ie CheyJa Poon, 
jee district. The ~ultiyation and' sale of oranges have increased very considerably 
every year since Mr. Inglis has held these farm~, and this, I think, may be fairly 
accepted as an eX4=ellent proof that the existing arrangements have been neither 
injurious to ,the orange trade nor oppressive to the cultivators of oranges. But 
leases and contracts which were fair and advantageous to the people in 1830 anI! 
J 845, are not so now, and will be less so, in all proba~ility, ·in Match 1865, when 
Mr. Inglis' current l;ase of the Cheyh. orange groves will expire, and I think it 
is the duty of the Government to prevent any mere leases or contracts being 
forced upon the 'People by venal and indebted Wahadadars and Head-men, who 
have usurped a power which is, in my judgment, altogether contrary to the law and 
ancient usage of the country, and who, to serve their owri" personal ends, will not 
hesitate to sacrifice the rights and interests of the people. As Mr. Inglis' preseI\\ 
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lease has still some years to run, it may seem premature to adopt any precaution
ary measures at the present time; but it is the custom in this part of the coun
try to renew leases several years before the current leases ha\e expired, and 
therefore it may be necessary to take timely steps to prevent any leases or cpn
tracts being imposed upon the Cheyla people without their consent and con
trary to their wishes. 

332. Mr. Commissioner Dunbar in his report has stated, that he considered 
it to be clearly established by the evidence given before him and II' by transac
tions of the Hill people both with Government and with individuals in times past 
that with the Cossyahs it is customary for the Head-men in their vi11a~e commu
nities to consult, deliberate and act for the whole body. It is, I think, beyond 
dispute that among the Cossyahs all public affairs are settled for the whole 
community by the Chiefs, Sirdars and Elders with the c-ounsel and advice of a 
durbar composed of the most respectable inhabitants i but this delegated 
authority dOt!s not extend to the private affairs and trading speculations of 
the people, and there is, I believe, no Cossyah state, except Cheyla Poonjee, 
the Chiefs and Head·men of which have ever pretended to have the power of 
disposing of the private property of the people i it is equally beyond dispute 
that the produce of orchards, gardens and lands ha's been held from time im
memorial in these hills to be strictly private property. If the Chieftaills of 
Khyrim and Cherra Poonjee should attempt to force their subjects to dispose 
of their potatoes and the produce ~f their fields and gardens contrary to their 
own wishes, the democratij:: spirit Qf the Cossyahs 'Yould soon teach them that 
the rights of the people could not be invaded with impunity,. Tl)e Cheyla 
Cossyahs have remained hitherto quiescent, only because they have no intelli
?,ent leader, and because they are under the impression that the yillage authori
ties are supported by the Government. 

;:l33. The first lease· of the Cheyla Poonjee orange groves was granted, 
on the' 15th of !"ebruary 1830, to ~r. Inglis,...!2!'
fifteen yers.rs, by the Wahadadars, who, no doubt, 

,at that time were specially i'mpo ... ~red by the people to grant that leas~ in 
return for a loan of 3,00::> Rupees, which bad been advanced by Mr. -Inglis to 
lh;. whole_~..M..):la cammYJliu.!Q 1:IJab1e lb.l?~ to pay a fin;-'~T-4;oOO -Rupees, 

-" Ich had been imposed upon their district bi the Governor General's Agentz ' 
This lease was evidently given not under -ordinary but extraordinary poweiS 

• AppendIX No. 10. 

conferred upon the Wahadadars for a specific purpose. -
334. I have not seen the original lease of 1845, but understand it was 

made not by the Wahadadars alone, as in 1830, but by those officials conjointly 
with certain of the ~heyla Zemindars. Neither of these leases, in my judgment, 
proves that the Wahadadars have or ever baye had tbe right to grant leases of 
orange groves which do not belon·g to them, and if they be permitted to do so 
after the current lease has expired, it is my deliberate opinon, after the most 
,careful consideration, that the people of Cheyla roonjee will be very much 
wronged. 



REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

335. At present there is a very large section of the people, consisting 
chiefly of t~e younger and more intelligent men, who are much dissatisfied with 
being compelled to part with the produce of their orange groves to l\h. Inglis, 
at the present fixed prices j bat I think the malcontents would be satisfied 
pr~yided they received some assurance that after the expiration of the current 
lease, they would be permitted to dispose of their fruit without interference. 

\ 336. Even if these Wahadadars did possess legal powers (which in my 
humble opinion they do not) to make bargains and contracts of this kind which 
ar~ binding on the people, they are, I think, personally disqualified for the 
exeFcise of them, for all of them are in a state of dependellce on Mr. Inglis, and 

. Name of 
Amount of 
former bal-

Wahad'ldars. ances dueto 
Mr. Inghs. 

. Rs. a. p. 

1 Mishnee •.. 2,080 8 9 
2. Bur Smg ... 300 3 3 
3 Larh Smg 300 0 0 
4. Bur DolOle 1.370 15 5 
5. Sona Ral. .• 350 0 0 
6. Behai ... 400 0 0 

-

Cash 
received 

froln 
Mr. lnglt~. 

Rs. a. p 

420 0 0 

350 0 0 

500 0 0 

250 ,0 0 

250 0 0 

500 0 0 

Total amount 
borrowed 

as per 
bonds. 

Rs. a. p. 

2.500 8 9 
650 3 3 
800 0 0 

1.620 IS 5 
600 0 0 

900 0 0 

are pecuniarily indebted to him to 
a large amount. In September 
1857, they all borrowed from 
that gentleman considerable !oums 
of money, bearing interest at the 
rate of 24 per c~n!. ~per annum, 
and mortgaged the whole of the 
orange groves of the community 
to him as security for the payment 
of these their private and personal 
debts. The amount borrowed I;y 

each Wahadadar is shown, in tabular form on the margin, and among the appen

* Appendix No. II. 
dices will be found a translation of the bond
executed by the Wahadadar Bur Doloie in favour 

of Mr. Inglis j, the bonds given by all the other Wahadadars are of the same tenor 
and purpor.t. Are persons who act in this manner fit to be entrusted with the 
uncontrolle.d management and disposal of the private property of any village 
community, and ought they to be supported directly or indirectly in such mon
strous and arbitrary pretensions and practice3 by the British Government? The 
Cheyla people are not unreasonable j all they petition for, is to be permitted to 
dispose of the produce of their own gardens according to their own wishes as 
soon as the current lease expires, and this, I think, ought to be accorded to them. 

337. I have visited the Nongklow district, and had under consideration a 
plan for its administration under the direct authority of British Officers j but as 
the Home Government has recently decided that a Native Ruler is to be 
appC'inted 10 that Raj, it seems unnecessary to enter upon that subject on 
the present occasion. 

338. With advertence to the orders contained in the loth paragraph of 
your letter No. u6, dated the 19th of January 1357, a separate report upon 
the adjoining Non-Regulation Districts of Cachar and North Cachar will be
suhmitted in a few days. 

339. It does not occur to me that I am able to supply any further infor
mation regarding, the public affairs of the Cossyah and J ynteah Hill Territory i. 
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but I cannot close this report without thankfully acknowledging the zealous and 
valuabJe assistance which I ,have received from Mr. Principal Assistant Com-

o missioner Hudson, whilst I have been making these inquiries; he has alway. 
shown himself most ready and willing to afford and procure information for me. 
and I venture very respectru1Jl to recommend his good services to the favourable 
notice of tbe Government. 

I have the honor to be, 

SIR, ' 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W.J.ALLEN, 
IIlmll~ oj 'III 8Qartl Df RnlnuI, till Dlllltlllt .. 



A P PEN Die E S. 
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PROCEEDING o/tlz, CDU" oj ,Iz, P"net'pal Assislane CDmmiSliDner D/ tke Cossyan 

and 'Jynleak Hills, tided CIzerl'1I. Poonjee, tn, 17M October 1856, torrespotlc/mC 

with en, 2nd 0/ Karlieli 1263 B. S. 

-----
PR~SENT: 

MR. C. K. HUDSON, Principal Assistant Commzssioner. 

As it is stated in a petition lodged by a Mr. Coleman at the Punduab Pharree, and 
oth,er papers forwarded by the !.lagistrate of Sylhet, that a large party of armed people 
have collected on the side of Mr. Henry In~lis at Oomkhabao and elsewhere, in the Cheyla 
Poonjee Territory, for the purpose of committing an affray with him; and it has also been 
represellted in a petition from the Wahadadars, and Ooahneeang KarkooD, and other 
ZemiDdars of Cheyla Poonjee, and in an English letter from Mr. Henry Inghs, that 
Messrs. Coleman and Brownlow, accompanied by a great number of armed Bengalee.s, 
bave proceeded to and collected at Cheyla Poonjee, in consequence of which a disturbance 
is likely to take place there- and as the Wahadadars hold charge of the Cheyla district 
under the control of this Government, agteeably to the orders of the Governor General's 
Agent, and they have the power of investigating and deciding matters occurring in it, and 
it being shown from the r~cords that the Wahadadars and Elders have granted Mr. Henry 
Inglis' firm a Jease of the: Orangeries of the Cheyla Territory for twenty years up to March 
1865, under the confirmation and approval of the Zemindars of Ookrang-ooben, it is not im
probable tbat if other Cossyabs of tbat Territory intrigue together to take aliens there 
without the permission of the Wahadadars, under the plea of exporting the Oranges ,from 
the Gardens for sale elsewhere, unnecessary disputes may arise 'injurious t~ both parties, 
it therefore seems inexpedient that large bodies of allens sho~lId proceed to the Cheyla 
district and remain there. without the permission of the Government and the consent of 
the Wahadadars, and it is consequently-

ORDERED-That a Perwannah be issued to the Darogah of Thannah Cherra Poonjee, 
directing hIm to proceed personally to the spot, and use his best endeavours to prevent any 
affrays taking place in his jurisdiction, and to request any parties of Europeans or Benga
lees he may find assembled there to leave the place immediately, after properly explaining 
to them that they are not to come to the Cheyla district without the permission of Govern
ment an~ the consent of the Wahadadars, and if any of these should prove to be recusant, 
be will ascertain their names and send in a list of them. And a~ it moreover seems ad
visable to issue a Notification, informing such of the Cossyahs of the Cheyla Territory as 
may have objections to sell their Oranges according to the former custom during the 
unexpired t~rm of the lease referred to, that they should lay their complaints and grievances 
before the Wahadadars, and appeal to this Court if they do not meet with attention, and 
~hat proper orders will be passed on them in the event of their acting otherwise and raising 
unnecessary quarrels, and another Notification to the effect that large gangs of aliens, who 
are likely to create affrays and disturbances, from going hereafter to tke Cbeyla district 

2C 
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without the permission of Government and the consent of the Wabadadars. It il further 
ordered that drafts of Notifications on tbese subjects are to be drawn up and submitted 
with a copy of this Proceeding to the Governor General's Agent, {or his approval and 
confirmation of them., 

CHERRA POONJEE, } 
The loth 'June .1858. 

(Si-gned) C. K. HUDSON, 

PrJ ''''-pal A ssistlJ'" C o",mrss,o"", 
/n darge of Cossy"" and 'Jynl,aIJ Bills. 

(A true translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assr'slant Commission,,,, 

In ,ha,g, of Cossyah and 'lynteala Hills. 

\True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 
Head Assistant. 
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FORM of a Proelamatzon to "e issued at Cheyl4 Poonjee, lo~wardetl, fol' the approval 
of the Governor General's Agent, North·East Frontier, with my' ver"aeula1" Proeeed~ 
Ingl dated the 17th Oeto"er 1856. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Prineipal ..1ssistant CommisSJoftr. 

WHEREAS it appears that according to the orders of the Governor General's Agent 
the district of Cheyla is held charge of by the- Wahadadars under the control of thi~ 

Government, and they have' the power to manage and investigate all matters occurring 
there, and to decide all cases, but murders and other heinous crimes, it seems inexpedient 
that aliens should go into that Territory with large bands of people without the permission 
of the Government and against the_ wishes of the Wahadadars ; and it is therefore hereby 
notified, for the information of the public, that aliens are in future prohibited from 
proceeding into the Cheyla district accompanied by large gangs of people, who are likely 
to cause riots and disturbances there, except under the authority of Government, and with 
the consent of the Wahadadars, and they must attend to this. 

(A true translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistan' Commissioner, 
In elltzrge of Cossyan and 1ynteah Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Head AssiJtant. 

-----
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I' ROCE~DI NG 01 tn6 Fllusda,.,,/ CO"', oJ en' P,.,·ncipal Assistant Commiss,',"et' oj ,.h 
Cossyak a'4l1'}ynlea/a Hills, daled Cnerra Poonjee, ell, 31S' O,tolm' 1856, ,,"espontl. 
;ng with til, 16th Karti,k 1263 B.S. . 

PRESENT: 

MR. C;. K. I1l!DSON, Prin,ipal Assistallt Comm;w·on". 

It is stated in a report received from the. acting Darogah of Cherra Poonjee, now on 
d~ty it! t~ Cheyla..h distri<;t, ~h~t agr:e~abll to ~ i>etition presented by one Teb Rai 
Cos~fa~~ tp t~e Mag;i~trat~ of S..Jlhett ~bat Offic;e~ bas issued a ferwannab to the Darogab 
of 'f~annab RussoolguQge, p,irecting, him t~ "r~vent \lny affrays tatting place with a Mr. 
Coleman and othel' G~ntlemen now ~~ thei~ way to Cl\eyla Poonjee for the purpose of 
trading there, a,n~ tb~~ he thinks \l seri.9uS \>J~acq of t~e peace is likely to take place if these 
Gentlem.en shpuld come to the Cbeyla,h. district. As it is. welI hown that Oranges anc.l Lime
stone ar~ the principal ar~ic~es 9f tr~de 'I} t\1e Cheylah couQtry-that the Wahadadar. aDd 
Zameendars of Oo~runge,eo.Qbet! having granted Mr. Henry In~lis' firm a long lease of the 
Oranger,ies o'f the Cheylah coulltry with~n fixed l>oundari~s, ,n conformity with established 
customs of their village, he has !=~~ri~4 on a trade in ~ranges there for many years-and 
that a settlement of the Limestone tracts pertaining to the Government in' the Cheylah 
Territory has been made with Mr. Henry Inglis on a lease of eight years from the 
Bengalee year 1262 with the sanction o! Government-And it having been further sbown 
in a~ English letter from Mr. Henry Inglis, dated the 17th September 1855, tltat he holds 
all the r~m~i~ing Limestone tracts of the Cheyla country on a lease from the people of 
th!lot pl3:c~ for ~ term p( eight ye~rs from the year 18S5-it seems advisable, under all 
these circumstances, combined with the ~acts of Ule Cheyla district being held charge of 
by the Wahadadars, under the control of this Government, according to the orders of the 
Governor General~8 Agent and theit having the power of investigating and deciding all 
matters occurring there l\ccording to previous custom, except murders and other beinous 
crimes, and being responsible for any disturbances that may take place amongst the Cossyabs 
of that country-that a reference should be made to the Governor General's Agent to know 
whether RegulatIon 4 of 1829* is to ,be considered applicable to the Cheyla district, and 
as it is not deemed expedient, pending the r~ceipt of that Gentleman's instructions on the 
subject,. to permit either European or Bengalee aliens assembled in large parties, or 
armect, who are likely to cause riots and disturbances, to proceed there without my 
permission or the consent of Wahadadars, it is therefora-

ORDEREo-That a Perwa'nnah be i.s,sued_t~ t~_e above-mentioned Darogah, directing 
him to explain properly to any European or Bengalee aliens who may wish to come in to 
the Cheyla Territory, either in large parties, or armed, and whether for the purpose of 
trading there or with any other intent, that they must obtain the consent of the Wahada
dars to 90 so, and apply to me if they refuse to grant it, and that he must continue to be 
on the alert himself to prevent and suppress affrays in his jurisdiction. He is also to 
ilfform the Cossyahs of the Cbeyla Territory that proper orders will be passed on them, if 
they invite aliens into the country without the consent of the Wahadadars, and thus cause 
unnecessary disputes and disturbances there. ' And as it is not usual for persons to go 
about armed and collected in large parties for trading purposes in any part of the territories 
under thIS Government# it is ordered that a copy of this Proceeding be forwardt"d to the 
Magistrate of Sylhet with a request that he will issue Perwannahs to the Police Officers 
under him to convey the above information to any European or Bengalee aliens wlao may 

• Should have been 1837. 
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pass through the Sylhet district, either armed or collected in large parties, with the 
object of going to trade in the Cheyla Territory, or with any other intent, flnd that another 
copy be submitted to the Governor .(jeneral's Agent with the view of keeping him inform
ed of these particulars. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, , 

p,,'n,;'pal Assistant Commissioner, 

, In "'al'le 01 Cossld fl,ntl Jl1teeak Rills. 

As it appears on again looking over the above Proceeding, that Regulation 4 of 1829, 
has been entered tl.,va iostead of Regulation 4 of 1837. the mistake is hereby corrected 
and it is ordered thi~.Jn,timation to this effect be transmitted for the information of the 
Governor General's Agent and the Magistrate of Sylhet, and as copies of this Proceedings 
have been furnished to Mr. Henry Inglis and to the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee, their 
Mooktear is also to be informed of the mistake made in it. Dated the 13th November 
18S6. 

CHERRA POONJEE, } 

Thllotn June 18SS. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, , 

Principal Assistant Commissioncl', 

In "'al'ge 01 COSJyak find Jyntean Hills. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) \ C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 
In ,hal'te of Cosslak ad Jlnteah Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Hlad AssMtmt. 
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COJ1PARATIVE STATEMENT, 01 Miscellaneous ar.d Say,,. Taxes, and Land and 'Julke,. Re'IJe'lfue of Ike Ditrfict of the "Cossyah and 
'lynteak oms, during tke y~a,.s 1853-54 and 1857-58• 

Revenlle and other Tale. in the yell/: ,853'54. I ReveDlle and other Tasca in the year .857'58. 

MISCELLANEOUS AND SAVER TAXES. 

Jua cIa: nne on tno: I;onquered village Of} 
Mamloo Poonjee, in the Cossyah HIlls, 
imposed in the year 1834, and levied by 
.a House Tax of one Rupee per House.:, 

55 o 

Rent of Lime Quarries of the conq 
of Soopar Punjee, in the Cossyah 

Rent of Lime Quarries of Bur 

ue·ed villages I 
Hills •.• 

Jynteah HIlls 
~~onjee in t~.~l 
... ... Rent of Ootmar Poonjee 

Dltt./) Lime Beds of Cheyla Poonjee 
H ills, the reserved right of G 
Treaty made with 'he Head-meR 
stone from the Banks of the Bog 

in the Co:;syah 1 
ovemment by I 
to take Lime-J 
ah River, in 

th:s locality, free of rent .-. .,. 
n Cherra and} 

Ills ... 
Rent of LIme Quames 'Of Choo 
Letting Cherra In the Jynteah H 

Rent of Lime Quarries of Morally 
wai, &c., in the Jynteah Hills 

Rent of Lime Quarries of Nonglam 
ang, Sundai Poonjee, &c., in the 

House Tax on Meeklrs who lIave e 
North Cachar and settled at Oom 
floote and other places 1ft the Jyn 

~~oniee, Ro.~: } 
in Nongtha!.} 

Jynteah Hills 
mlgratedfromJ 
poong. Nong. 
teah Hills ... 

Half rent of Timber Forests of t 
dlstnct of Jeerung, in the Cossya 
dering on the dlstnct of Kamroop 

he dependent J 
h Hills, bor-
in the Lower 

Hills ,., ••• ... . .. 
lis, levied by f

Judlcial fine on the conquered viI 
100 Poonjee, in the Cossyah HI 

o a House Tax of 3 rates, '/I'. 
lage ef Mal!l-l 

., 1 Rupee, 12 
Annas, and 8 Annas, accordm 

L cum stances of the inhabItants 
g to the cir- I ... ... J 

Co,'S RI, 
I -

1,060 

210 

130 

100 

15,000 

2,200 

50 0 

542 

152 

3S1 

I Decrea .. In the rear locrease in the year 
,857'58. 1857058. 

-A •• P. Co.'. Rs. A •• P. co .... ~ • --I-- - I- -

0 0 0 0 0 1,060 0 0 

0 0 0 o· 0 210 0 0 

.0 0 0 0 0 130 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 100 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 15,000 0 '0 

0 0 0 0 0 2,200 0 0 

. 0 0 0 0 0 500 0 0 

0 0 0 o· 0 542 0 0 . 

8 0 0 0 0 152 B 0 

4 J 
0 19 12 0 0 0 0 

< ... 



Quit rent imposed on the conquered VillageS} 
of Soopar Poonjee, in the Cossyah Hills, 
in the year 1833, and smce continued ••• 

Judicial fine on the Villages of the Ramryel 
distriCt, in the Cossyah Hills, for an m- I 

_ • road made by them mtn Assam In the} 
..... yeil.t-l.~:p. paid by annual instalments I 

of 100 RUpb;!S ... "'1 Royalty at I Rupee p.-:r_ 100 Mds. on the 

300 o 

100 o 

6:z 13 

{
Quit rent imposed on the conquered villages of 1 

o Soopar Poonjee. In the CQssyah Hills, In the 
year 1833. and since contmued ... • .. 

fJudiclal fine on the VllIaf?es of the Ramryel 
diStrict, in the Cossyah H InS, for an inroad 

o i made by them into Assam in the year- 18301 'J 
L Total amount of fine 4,000 Rupees, realized 

by annual instalments of 100 Rupees. 

fROyattyat I Rupee per 100 Mds. on the total} 
quantlty of Coal raised from the Coat-fields 
at Lakadong Poonjee. in the Jynteah Hills. 

3 t leased, as a temporary measure. to Messrs. 
W. Mor .. n and Co., of the Sylhet Coal 
Company. under the Orders of Government, 
dated the 12th of june 1851... • .. 

total quantity of Coal ral&ed. from the 
Coal-fields at Lakadong Poonjee. ;n the 
Jynteah Hills, leased, as a temporary 
measure, to Messrs. W. Moran and Co." 
of the Sylhet Coal Company, under the 
Orders of Government 01 the 12th JuneJ 
1851 ... .., - ... A mount realized by sale of Tribute Goats") fA mount realized by sale of I Tribute Goats pre-") 

, presented by the DolIOls and Sirdars Of] sented by the Dollois and Sirdars of the I 
the Jynteah Hills, in ackno \'Iedgment 31 3 0 Jynteah Hills, in acknowledgment of theirl 
of their submiSSion to the paramount 1 submission to the paramount Government, 
Government, accordin~ to the cu~tom according to the custom Mllch has IIlways 
which has always obtamed here .. obtalllted here... ... \ ... _._--

Total ... ... 549 0 3 Tot41 ••• ... • .. 
I----------~·---I~ \ 

LAND AND JULI{ER REVENUE. 

Ground rent of 8 lots of land for bUildmg} 
on, in the Station of Cherra "'oonjee, 
granted to variou, persons on leases for 
99 years. under the Orders of Govern
ment, dated the 23rd of January 1833. 

Ground rent of some wllste lands at thel 
base of the Jynteah Hills, leased by the 
Collector of Sylhet, under a Halabadee 
Pottah, to one Jynteah I{ooahree, 10 thel 
year J844, for II year&, on an a~sess
ment ba5ed 1;)11 the quantity of land 
held by the Lessee ... • .. 

Total 

C:1rricd over 

94 0 0 

II 2 2 

1---1---
105 2 2 

2 5 

Ground rent for 13 lots of land for bUilding} 
on, in the Station of Cherra Poonjee, granted 
to various persons on lea~es for 99 years, 
under the Orders of Government, dated the 
23rd of January 1833 ... . .. 

Ground r-ent of some waste lands at the base of 
the Jynteah Hills, leased by the Collector of 
Sylhet, under a Halabadee Pottah, to one 
Jamleah Kooahree, in the year 1844, for a 
period of II } ears, at the fixed rent entered 
herein, and smee annually renewed with the 
Lessee under the sanction of the Governor
General's Agent, North-Hast Frontier ... 

Total 

Camed over 

) 

J 0 

100 0 0 

205 

129 13 6 

20,665 0 3 

11 2 2 

o o o 

000 

o o o 

000 
\ 

I I 
o 0 

o 0 

gS 10 

19 12 0 20,'35 12 

000 54 0 

o 0 0 o 0 

o 

o 

6 

6 

o 

o 

o 

------- --1----1--------
159 2 2 0005400 

20,674 2 19 12 o 20,189 12 o 

o-f 
::: 
lZS 

n 
o 
(J) 
en 
0< 
> :r: 
> z 
c 

... 
00 c.n 
~ 
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Reyenue an" other T •••• In tbe yeu 1853·54- R .... eau. and other Taxes In the year 8857'58. 

Co.'. Rs. A. P. Co.', Re. 

1--
Brought forward ... 654 2 5 Brought for'Yard ... ... 20,674 

jul"" "'" .lth. ".h."", tho B""'~'J f"'" "'" .1 tho "oh"y·" ,h. B''''~'J River, erroneously leased out by the 
187 8 0 

RIVer, at the base of the Jynteah Hills, 680 
C"lIector of Sylhet, and the settlement farmed out for the current year 1857-58 to 
afterwards transferred to thIS agency. the highest bidder by public auction ... 

Julker rent of the FIshery of the Teehong I t"« ,~, " tho ";,b", uf tho T"h~'J RIVer, erroneously leased out by the 150 0 0 
Collector of Sylhet, and the settlementS River, at the base of the Jynteah Hills, 741 
afterwards transferred to this agency ... farmed out for the current year 1857-58 to 

the hig~est bIdder by pubbc auction l" 

jul'" ... ," tho Pi,h", uf tho Luul<ah t"l .at the base of the Jyntellh HIlls, farme out 151 
for the current year 1857-58 to the 19hest 
bidder by public auction ... ... 

-
j.,." "'" 01 tho "oh"".. the O.I.~h.n" I 

River, at the base of the Jynteah Hills, farmed 100 
out for the current year 1857-58 to the highest 
bidder by public auctioA ... • .. 

j.I." ... t .. tho "Oh"" .. tho A •• h Rl~, J 
at the base of the Jynteah Hills, farmed out 21 
for the turrent year 1857-58 to the highest 
bidder by pubbc auction ... • .. 

j., •• "",,,, tho Pi,h.,. 0' tho D.mton>,j"l 
River, at the base of the Jynteah Hills, farmed 35 out for the current year 1851-58 to the highest 
bidder by public auction ••• • .. 

Julker rent of the Fishery of the Roowai RiVer] 
at the base of the lynteah Hills, rarmed out for 
the current year I 57-58 to the highest bidder 
by public auction... ... .., 

405 

--Decrease io the ycat 
• 857-58; 

A •• P. Co:. RI. A •• P. 

--I------ f--. 
2 5 19 12 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

-
0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

Increase In lhe you 
.857'58 • 

Co.'s Rs. As. P. 

- - -
20,189 12 0 

492 8 0 

591 0 o. 

151 0 0 

100 .0 0 

2J 0 0 

35 0 0 

405 0 0 

< :::: .... 



ABKAREE RIVElIoUE. 

T al derIved from lease of privilege to sell 1 
6 ra. d";,o! '~m .. ~ •• ",i,'.",. to ~n G"~ J 

GunJ3h by retaIl at the Statb" of Cherra SS II Jah by retaIl at the StatIon of Cherra PoonJee 
PoonJee farmed out to the hIghest farmed out for the cnrrent year 1857-58 to 
bIdder ••• .,. • •• the hIghest bidder by pubhc auction. 

--
Grand Total ... ... ',047 S II Grand Total . .. ... .. . 

PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE i1 
i 

C"erra Poonjee, } 
I 

The 38th December 1857. J 

66 0 0 0 0 0 10 4 6 

- --- --
~r-::1-8 

-
23,023 2 S 19 12 6 

(SIgned) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissione', 
In charge 01 Cassyn/z and Jynteah Hills. 

(True copy) 
S. BIRD, 

Head Asslslant. 
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A P PEN D I X NO.3. 

LIST oj Semr·.lndependen/, Dependent, C""lJue1'ed, a"d Ceded States, ~e., in tne Dis'"',, DI ,A, Coss,aA and ",neean Hills. 

Number. Names of States, Sec. 

SIMI-INDIPENDINT. 

Cherra 
2 Khyrim 
3 Nusteng 
4 Lungree 
5 Nuspoong ••• 

·h 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

DIPINDBNY. 

Lungklow and Lykenso Pooniee ... 

Moleem .. . 
MUfrloW ... .. . 
Ramrye and Mowlie .. . 
Cheyla... ... ... 
Dowarrah Notoormen, 2 Poonjees 
Nowsenram 
Mowdon Pooniee 
Mahranr .. , 
Mullai Chummut 

~ ames of Chieftains, Sec., in Charge. 

Ram Sing Rajah ... 
... Sing Manlck Rajah ... 

Oom it Sing Rajah 
Soonder Sing Rajah 
Phanbhang Sing Kala Rajah 

{

Temporarily placed under charge of Village Sirdars 
chosen by ballot. U"der Orders of the Home Govern
ment a Native RulerwiII be appointed to this State. 

... .Hazar Sing Rajah ._ ... ... ... 

... Oophan SlDg Rajah. 
••• Oomor Sing Rajah. 

Mishnee, Bur Sing, and other Wahadadars 
lJoslDg Sirdar 
Oomeer Rajah 
Lallo Sirdar ••• 
Oosep Dullah Rajah and Ramsye Kala Rajab 
Jeet SlDg Rajah... ... ... 

RIMARlS. 

Lime, Coal and Iron are found in this State. 
Lime, Coal and Iron are found in this State. 
Lime, Coal and Emery-stone are found in this State 
Lime and Iron are found in this State. 
Iron is found in this State. 

Iron is found in this State. 

Lime and Coal are found in this State. 
Lime is found in this State. 
Lime and Coal are found in this State. 
Lime, Coal and Petroleum are found in this State. 
Lime and Coal are found in this State. 
Lime is found in this State. 



II Bhawul ... 
" Seenai Poonjee 

Ij Longkbom Poonjee 

14 Mowyang ... 

IS Nobo-Sopho 

16 Jeerung 

17 Syung 

18 MoRong Poonjee 

19 Mowlong Poonjee ... 
20 Lyksom Poonjee 

B RITISR POSSI!SSIO MS. 

Station of Cberra poonjee (Ceded) 

:I Moosmlii Poonjee (Conquered) 

3 Mamloo Poonjee (ditto) ... 
4 Soopar Poonjee (ditto) ... 
5 Byrung Poonjee (ditto) 

IS The Jynteab Hills (Ceded) 

CHERRA POONj!! j } 

TAe 14tk October 1858. 

Oophar Rajah (deceased). Doobah Sing now claims Lime and Tezpat are found in this State. 
the Raj. 

Eang Thoomow Sirdar. 

Abmor Sing Sirdar (deceased). 

Ooahan Smg Rajab 

Ooaha Sing, Konrai Sing 

Sahdco Sing Rajah. 

Burmoolook, Mon Sing,' Ooahmon Lungdeo, and 
others. 

Assul tungdeo, Dhur Sing Lungdeo, and Jumkha 
Sirdar, 

Lime and Coal are found in this State. 

Lime is found in this State. 

Oojee and Chonglab Luskurs ... Lime is found in this State. 

Oojee Kooar. 

Under Charge of the Principal Assistant Commissioner. 

Mon ~ing and other Sirdars ... Lime is found in this State. 

Temporarily placed under charge of Buuing Cossyah. 

BUn, Oostep, and other Sirdars ... Lime is found in thi. State. 

Temporarily placed under Charge of Rajah of Cherra Lime and Coal are found in this State. 

Under Charge of Dolloies, Sirdars and other Govern- Lime, Coal and Iron are found ill this State. 
ment Othelals. 

w. 1. ALLEN, 

Member D/ eke Board ,oJ Revenue, on DeputaUon. 
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Xli REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

~PPENDIX NO.4. 

-' ..... _-
TRANSLATIO ~ of ArUcles OJ Agreement 'entered intD, in the ,ellr 1821), betwle" 

Dt'UJan Sing", Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, and hit ll1inisterial Olficers ani olhers, and 
Idr. /Jallid Scott, Agent eo de Governor General, North-East Frolltier. 

Tp 

The Rajah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Singh, 
Rajah, has put his mark hereto on the part of 
De\un Sing, Rajah. 

(True copy from the original.) 

(Signed) RAji<ISSUR MOZIMDAR. 

THE HONORABLE COMPANY. 

No. s. The written agreement of Dewan <Singh, Rajah, and the Ministe'rial 
presented al Cherra POOD' 0 ffi d h C I 'd' Ch P' d • 

Jeeo. the nth September cers.an ot er ossya IS resl JOg at erra oonjee, ext'cute In 
1810_ correspondIng ",nh • • 
Ibe yeat 1036 B. s. the present English year 1829, to the follOWing purport. -

We acknowledge our subjection to the Honorable Company with the object of having 
our country protected, and enter into this deed of agreement to the effect that we hereby 
place pur territory under the protection ot the Honorable Company. . 

!St.-We are to conduct the affairs of our country in concert with the Ministerial 
Officers according to former usages and customs, ket-ping the people pleased and contented 
and to have no concern in such matters with any of the Honorable Company's Courty i but 
should any person who has committed any wrongful act in the Government territories come 
to our country, we will, on demand, immediately apprehend him and deliver him up. 

2nd.-H we should have any disputes with the Rajahs of other countries,-which it may 
be deemed proper to investigate, w~ will apide by and submit to any judgment that may 
be given OR the part of the Government, ilnd we will not enter into any quarrels with the 
Rajahs c£ other countrirs without the permission of the Honorable Company. 

3rd.-1f there should be any hostilities in the Hills with the Honorable Company, 
we will immediately proceed there with our forcesJ and render assistance to the 
Government. 

Mr. David Scott, Agent to the Governor General, hereby promises that your territory 
will be properly protected on the part of the Government if you act according to the 
aforesaid conditions, and if any quarrels !>hould arise between you and the Rajahs of other 
I=ountries, they will be disposed of and settled, and you will receive a fitting reward for 
the services referred to. To "hich purport this agreement is executed by both parties. 
pate'd the loth Se'ptember, corresponding with the 26th Bhadro 1236, B. S. 

(Signed) W. CRACHOFf, 

A. A. G. G, 
(True transllltion.) 
(Signed) C, K. HUDSON, 

p"',,c;pal Asszstant Commissioner, 
In charge of COSSY4" and Jynteak HIlls. 

(True copy.) 
S. BIRD, 
H~ad Assi~tanl. 



THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HILLS, 1858, ". :1.111 

APPENDIX No. 4A. 

TRANSLATlON of an Agreement executed in the year r829 by Dewan Singh, Rajah of 

Cherra Poonjee. 

To 

The Rajah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Sing, 
Rajah, has put his mark hereto on the part of 
Dewan Sing, Rajah. 

(True copy from the original.) 

(Signed) RAJKISSUR MOZIMDAR. 

MR. DAVID SCOTT, 

No.6. 
Presented at Cherra Peon

J~e an the 12th September 
J829. corresponding with 
the year 1:136 B S. 

Agent to the Governor General. 

The written agrf'f'ment of Dewan SlOg, Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, 
executed In the presen t English year 1829, to the undermentlOned 
effect '-

Some land having been required of me for !'recting Government edIfices and for 
gentlemen to bUild houses on, J voluntarIly cede thIS land, and enter into the following 
agreement :-

ut.-For the erection of these bUildings, etc., I have given up some land on a place to 
the East of Cherra Poonjee, bounded on one side by the dell or below the rest of the valley, 
and on the other ~y the Seit Oodoi river, where bamboos have been put up on the part of 
Government; and if more land is required, it will be Furnished to the East of that spot j 
but in exchange for as much land as I may give up altogether in my territory, I am to 
receive an equal quantity of land in the vicinity of Punduah and Company-Gunge wIthin 
the boundary of Zillah Sylhet, 

2nd.-I am to establish a Haut in Mouzah Burryaile, in a spot of ground that I have 
purchased, pertaining to the aforesaid ZIllah, and I am always to 11lanage the Haut and to 
make investigations there according to the customs of my country ; and in such matters 
I am to have nothing to do with the Honourable Company's Courts. ThIS place is moreover 
to be transferred from the aforesaid Zillah, and made over, as a rent-free grant, to my 
Cossyah territory, and if any person who has committed a wrongful act 1D the Government 
territories shOl .. ld come and stay on this land belonging to me, I will apprehend him and 
deliver him up on demand. 

3rd.-Wherever Limestone may be found on the Cherra Poonjee Hills, in my territory, 
I will allow the Government to take it gratis when required for their own use. 

4th.-If any quarrels and disturbances should take place between Bengalees themselves, 
it will be necessary for you to inv~stigate them, an':! I a m to investigate dIsputes occurrmg 

2F 



XIV . REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

between Cossyahs. Besides which, if any. disputes should occur between a Benga\ee 
and a Cossyah, it is to-bl! tried in concert b'y me and a gentleman on the part of the 
Honorable Company. To which purport, I have ~xecuted this agreement. Dated the 
lotb Sf>ptl'mber, corrf'sponding with the 26th of Bhadro 1236 ,B.S. 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

A.A. G.G. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

P,in"pal Assistanl C,,,,missioner, 
In dt!rge of Coss)'aII alld 1J'"teala Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 

---



THE COSSVAH AND JVNT2AH HILLS; 1858. xv 
r_ 

A P PEN D·I X No ..... B. 

TRANSLATION 0/1111 Agreemen.t executed by Soo"'", Si"~, Rajd, a,.t/ ek4 OJ/ice,s, 
Sirtlars, anti other Coss)'aAs 0/ Cherra Poonjee in the year 1830. 

(Signed) SOOBHA SING, RAJAH, 

And others olthe 12 Tn'6u, 8irtla,. 
Cossyahs of Cherra Poonjee. 

To 

THE HONORABLE COMP.\NY. 

TUE written agreement of Soobha Sing, Rajah, and the Officers, Sirdars and other 
Cossyahs, residing at Cherra Poonjee,\exe~uted in the current year 1231 B. S., to the 
following purport: 

Whereas t he locality ceded by Dewan Sing, Rajab,during his life-time, to the Honorable 
Company, under an agreement he furnished for'the purpose of erecting buildings on for 
gentlemen and convalescent persons, is now insufficient for that objl'ct in consequence of 
a great number of Government subjects having resorted to the place) we therefore, in 
compliance with the request of Mr. David Scott, Agent to the Governor General, cede to 
the Government, agreeably to the terms of the previous agreement, furnished by the 
late Rajah, the land lying to the South-East of that plae-e, extending up to the valley 
and river as specified in the said agreement, and give this agreement, to the effect 
that we will abide by and act in accordance to the conditions specified in the late Rajah's 
agreement. To which purport we have executed tliis agreement. Dated the 19th 
October ra3., corresponding with Kartick 1237 B. S. 

(Signed) T. C. R. 

A. q. G. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Ass;slQnl Commt'ssioner, 

In ,"a'l'e 0/ Coss)'ak lind J),1I1e(l/, Hi//s. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Head AsslStane. 



xvi REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION Oil 

A P PEN D I X No. -4 C. 

TRANSLATION ofa Lease oj tlze Coal Hills at CIlerra Poonju,givell to ,,,, B,itisll 
Goven.ment, in the year J 840, "y Soo!JIza Bing, Raiah 0/ Cilerra Poo"j". 

To 
THE POLITICAL AGENT AT CHERRA POONJEE. 

A perpetual lease, executed to the following purport, by Soobha Sing, R ljah of 
Cherra Poonjee ~ 

I bereby give a perpetual lease, (or all future time, orthe Hills called Oosider, Ooksan 
and Nowkrem, within my territory pertaining to Cherra Pooajee, where coal is being 
worked for the Government, agreeably to the terms mentioned below, wbich are to be 

acted up to. 

ut.-I am to receive taxes from the Government at the rate of J Rupee per bundred 
maunds for as much Coal as may be broken up in the places mentioned. I will never demand 
more tban tbis rate, and my Cossyah subjects are not to be prohibited by the Government 
from working Coal in these localities; they.are to work it free of charge, and will settle 
with me for the taxes on it, but ~o other person is at liberty to .quarry Coal in these places 
without the sanction of the Government, nor have I the right of granting such permiuion 
to any other person, 

2nd.-The Government can quarry Coal hereafter, whenever thl'y wish tn da.so, accord. 
ing to tbe conditions of this Pottab, and no new objections will be raised, and if made, 
they are to be rejected. 

3rd.-Besides tbe above stated localities, tbe Government have the right to the Coal 
in such places in my territory as it may be discovered in, according to tbe conditions of 
this Pottah, to which effect I bave executed tbis perpetual lease, the 20th of April 1840, 

corresponding with tbe gthof Bysack 1247 B. S. 

(Signed) SOOBHA SING, RAJAH. 

Witnesses. 

Soomur Sing, Cossyah, Resident of Cherra Poonjee. 
Jattra Sing, ditto ditto ditto. 
Chaund Rai, Dbubashia, ditto. ditto. 
Bungsee Sing, Barkundaze of tbe Office. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Assistant Commiss'fJ"e,., 

11, darge ofCossyak anti Jynlid Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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A P PEN D I X No. 4 D. 

TRANSLATION Dj an AgJ'eement 1"J'nislzed in tire year 1857 by Ram Sing, Raja" 
Df ClzeJ'ra PDDnjee. 

(Signed) RAM SINGH, RAJAH. 

To 

THE HONORABLE COMPANY. 

THE written agreement of Ram Sing, Rajah, and his Ministerial Officers and Sir. 
dars and other Cossyahs residing at Cherra Poonjee, executed in the year 1851 to the 
following purport :-

Having, on the demise of my uncle, the late Soobha Sing, Raja of this territory, 
taken his place as his successor, and come into possession of the Raj, I have been re
quired, by the Principal Assistant Commissioner of Cherra Poonjee, to furnish a new 
agreement based on those given by my predecessors; and as all the conditions of the 
engagements entered into by my predecessors, the late Dewan Sing Rajah, on the 10th 
of September 1829, and the late Soobah Sing Rajah, on the 19th of October 1830, are 
acceptable to me, I will act according to them hereafter. 

Dated the 16th of May 1857, corresponding with the 8th of Joisto 1264 B.S. 
Written by Bhoyrobnath Dahn. 

Presented this day by Radha Kristno Dutt, Mooktiar, and Bhoyrobnath Dahn, on the 
part of Ram Sing Rajah, with his letter of this date, the 16th of May 1857, corresponding 

. with the 4th of Joisto 1264 B.S. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
P,incipae Alsistang Commissioner, 

I,. darg' of Coss,ak and ']ynteaj Hills. 

(frue translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In chaJ'ge DJ Coss,ala and ']yntean Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 
Relld Am·slane. 

:aG 



XVlll REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 'OF 

A P PEN D I X No .. 4E. 

TRANSLATION 0/ tlte ArtICles 0/ Agreerllent given 10 lite. H07l.0,""le Company hy B-ur 
Manick, Rajah of Khyrim, in tne ytar 1830. 

(Signed) BUR MANICK. 
Rajah 0/ Kltyrlm. 

To 

DAVID SCOTT, ESQ., 
A!lent to the Governor General. 

Mv country having been taken possession of by the Honorable Company in 
consequence of my having made war with them, and thereby caased considerable losses, 
1 now come forward, and placing myself under the protection of the Honorable Company, 
and acknowledging my submission to them, l!gree to the fo\lowin~ terms, as sanctioned 
by the Presidency Authorities. 

ut.-I cede to the Honorable Company the lands I formerly held on the South and 
East of the Umiam River, and I promise not to interfere with the people residing on those 
lands without the orders of the Agent to the Governor General. 

2nd.-I consent to hold the remaining portion of the territory agreeably to the Sunnud 
of the Honorable Company as their dependartts, and to conduct its affairs according to 
ancient customs; but I am not at liberty to pass orders in any murder case without the 
permission of the Governor General's Agent, and will report to Mm any case of this kind 
that may occur. 

3rd.-When any 01 the Honorable Company's Troops pass through my territory, 
I will furnish them with such provisions as the country produces, so that they may not be 
-put to any inconvenienc~, receiving payment for these supplies from Government; and I 
will construct bridges, etc., when ordered to do so, and am to be paid for the expenses 
incurred thereon. 

4th.-In case of any Hill Chieftains making war with the Honorable Company, 
I will join the Government Troops with the fighting men of my country, but they are to 
receive subsistence from the Government. 

sth • ...:..I relinquish my former claim regarding the boundary of Desh Doomorooah, and 
agree to the Afdee Nuddee being. the future boundary. I am, however, to be assigned 
some land near the Sonapore Market fot the purpose of trading there. 

6th.-1 agree to pay a fine of 5,000 Rupees to the Honorable Company OD account 
of tbe expenses now and previously incurred by them in the subjugation of my country. 

7t1,.-1£ Teerut Sing Rajah, who is inimical to the Honorable Company, or any other 
of his guilty followers, should enter ~y territory, I will immediately apprehened them and 
deliver them up and I promise to produce a 11 criminals who may come and take refuge 
in my country from any place in the Honorable Company's dominions. 

To which effect I have executed this agreement, on this 15tb day of January 1830 
corresponding with the 4th of Maugh 1236 B.S. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Ass,stant Commissioner, 

I" el,arge 0/ Cossyalt find Jynteah Itills. 

(True copy.) 
S. BIRD, 

Head Assis/ant. 
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A P P R N 0 IX N o. 4 F. 

TR71NSLATION 0/ II Rec~gnisance executed by Oo!ar Sing, Rajah 0/ Murriow, til Ille 
year 1829. 

(Signed) OOLAR SING, 

Rajah oj Murri~1JJ. 

To 

DAVID SCOTT, ESQ., 

Agme to the (jor:ernor General. 

WHEREAS I, Oolar Sing, Rajah of Murriow, formerly conspired against the Honor
able Company's people and made war with them, I now come forward for my own good 
and give this recognisance, to the effect that I will 1I0t again enter into luch a conspirac y 
or quarrel, or make war with the people on the part of thf' Government, and that if I do so, 
I shall be liable to such punishment as is usually inflicted on riotous persons. 

rst.-My country now remains under the control of the Government, and I will keep 
the people contented and conduct the Cossyah affairs in the usual way. 

2nd.-I will i1)vestigate such C3J>es as take place in my country according to its estab
lished customs; but if any heinous crimes, such as murders, etc., should occur, I will give 
you information of them, aDd I will obey and act in other matters according as you may 
order me to do. 1'0 which purposes I hereby give this recognisance, on this 12th day of 
October 1829, corresponding with the 27th of Assin 1236 B. S. 

W,tltessea "y-

Ram Sing Oubhashiah, Resiclent of Cherra Poonjee. 
Dewan Sing Dubhashiah, Resident of Cherra Poonjee. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Pr;lIcipal .A.ssistan~ Cqtnmi~sioner, 

In eIlarge of Cossy"" anti Jynteah Hills. 

(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

-Head Assistant. 



xx REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

A P PEN D I X NO.4 G. 

------
TRANSLATION 01 an .Agreement given by8ongapn, Raid 01 the district 01 MahrlZm, 

to tne Political Agent at Cherra Poonjee in the year 1539. 

To 

~AJOR LISTER, 
PoliticaZ Agent to the Governor General 

AI ;'is Court House. 
I, Songaph Rajah, resident of the Mahram country, having wantonly made war against 

the Honorable Company, and caused great loss of life to their people, and put them to 
considerable p.xpense, have myself been driven through fear a fugitive to the jungles, and 
acknowledge having committed great faults i but I now crave an amnesty for the past 
offences of myself and my Cossyah people, and enter into this agreement in the hope of 
being permitted to remain in my country in the capacity of a Sirdar (Chief) on the follow
ing terms. 

2nd.-That I acknowledge my dependency on the Government, and agree to stay in 
my country as a Sirdar (Chief), or as if I have been appointed a Sirdar by the Government. 
I am, however, to adj:1dicate, amongst my own people, according to custom, but will not 
put anyone to death. . 

'3rd.-That if any of the Government Troops should pass through my country, I will 
attend and furnish them with such provisions as they may require, receiving payment for 
the same at the customary rates. 

4th.-That, should any disturbances arise in tlie Hills, I will, if so ordered, attend 
with all the Cossyahs of my country, and remain in attendance as long as I may be 
required to do so, receiving merely subsistence for my people from the Government. 

5th.-That if any murderers or dacoits should tak.e refuge in my country,' I will appre
hend them and deliver them up when called on to do so. 

6tk.-That, in atonement for my faults, I promise to pay the Government a total fine 
of 2,000 Rupees i but I am to lodge this amount within a month from the present date. 

7tk.-That I ,give Chand Manick Rajah and Bur Manick Rajah, of Moleem Poonjee, 
as my securities for the fulfilment of the terms of this agreement, and I also place at 
Moleem Poonjee my nephew Soolong Rajah, who will carry out all orders that may be 
given at any time regarding my country. 

To which end I have executed this agreement. Dated this 13th February 1839. 
corresponding with the 3rd Falgoon 1254 B. S. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

f,ine'pd A.ssislan' Commissioner, 

In ehal'ge of Cossyalt. and:],ntealJ Hills. 
(True copy.) 

S. BIRD, 

Head ASlistanl. 
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-_._----
'TRANSLATION oJ an Agreemen: ueeutJ:d fly Zu!J!Jer Sing, Raja! 01 RamI'", in tlze 

",,, 1829. -

No.'4-
"led at Nangklow. on the 

ISlt It' October 18Jo. corre. 
-s>endlnc wllb tbe ,oar u3S 
11.5. 

(Signed) ZUBBEIt SING, 

Raja" of 'he Country oj Pauta". 

The written agreement of Zubber Sing, Raja of the territory 

of Ramrye, executed in the English year 1829. to the following 

purport. 
I and my subordinate Officers and all my people, acknowledging our dependence and 

sUbjection. to the Hoa'ble Company, promise to obey and act agreeably to such orders as 
may, from time to time, be passed regardiug our country. 

",t.-Our country ba.ving heeD illvaded and taken possession of by the Government 
Troops, in consequence of our people having quarrelled with those of tbe Government, 
I promise to realite, from Ell>' Hill subjects. aU the expenses that have been incurred 
thereon. 

2nd. -I will investigate and decide all petty cases occurring in my country, agreeably 
to custom. with pUflchayets ; but I will report all cases of murder that may take place, 
a.nd wheD the culprits shall have been apprehended and given up, they will be tried by
the laws that are current in the Hills. 

3rtl.-I will not oppress or wrong my people, and will keep them eatisfied and 
contented .. 

4,h.-l and m}f subordinates will never fight or quarrel with the Honorable Company, 
aDd if wt= dQ so. we shaU be punished. according to the regulations like other rdrac tory 
persons. 

S,,t.-I wiU appoilt and remove the LUDgdeos of my country with your appro¥al and 
consent. aDd act in. all matters after consulting with the people-. 

6'h.-Wher.cver aD1 hostilities may occur between the Hill people and tile Govern
ment, I will assist the Government with my Troops. To whicb elIect 1 have exec11ted 
this agreement. dated this 27th of October of the present year. 

I have • filed a separate list of the expenseg that I win pay. 

(Signed) W. CRACRO FT, 
A. A, G. G •• 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON~ 

Pri"cipal Assistant Commissio"er, 

In clzarge V Cossyak a"d ',}ynleah Hills. 

(True copy.) 
S. BIRD, 

Head Assistanl. 
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xxii REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

A P PEN D 1 X No,' 4 I. 

l'RA~SLATION 01 an Agreement e~ecuted. in tn' yea' 1835. '" Ooa"" Si"da" 
Oo/mzng l.ungdeo, Ooa/m S'rdar and Oomoi Sirdar of 'ne distTlct DI Ramrye. 

To 

---'---
(Signed) .. 

I. 

II 

OOAHN SIRDAR, 
OOKIANG LUNGDEO, 
OOAHN SIRDAR, 
OOMOI SIRDAR, 

01 tne Territory 01 Ram rye, 

THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

The written agreement of Ooahn Sirdar, resident of Soorjor Poonjee, Ookiang 

No. 34 of ,83S. 'filed Lungdeo, resident of Nongklang Poonjee, Ooahn Sirdar, resident of 
14th February ,8SS. Khendring, and Oomoi Sirdar, re5ident of OOUlshem, pertaining to 

Ramrye, executed to tbe following purport. 
Having this day attended before the Commanding Officer, Captain Lister, we hereby 

of Our own free-will and accord, furnish the agreement detailed in the undermentioned 
paragraphs. Dated this 21st of January 1835, corresponding with the 9th of Maugh 1241 

B.S. 
ut.-That we are under the protection of the Government, and acklJowledge our sub

}Dission to them~ 
2nd.-'l'hat if any mgrders or serious cases occur in our country, they wilt be investi

gated by the Government. to which we are willing and agreeable, and the punishment 
awarded. on investigation of such cases, are to be by the Government. 

3rd.-That if there should be a likelihood of hostilities occurring between us and tbe 
people of another State, we will act as the Government may direct; and in the event of our 
having any quarrel with such foreign people, we will submit to the decision given by the 
Government. 

4tll.-That our debt to the Government of Rupees 8,485-'3-0 (l!:igbt tbousand Four 
hundred and Eighty-five and thirteen Annas) is this day remitted, and we agree to pay a 
sum of 200 Rupees annually in the month of Kartick, at any place where we may be 
directed to do so, and on lodgment of the money We will take receipts for it Irom the 
Government Authorities. 

sth.-That if we act in contravention of the stipulations in the above paragraphs, the 
Government m~y do whatever they consider just and proper, and we will make no objec
tion to it~ To, which effect we have executed this agreement of our own accord. 

U-itnessed by
Ram Sing Jemadar. 
Borjooram Dubashia. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Assistant Comrnissionu, 

. In elzarge 01 Cossla11 and ']ynteah Hills. 

(True copy.) 
S. BIRD, 

Head tlssistant. 



THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HILLS 1858. xxiii 

A P PEN D I X NO.4 K. 

T RA NSLATION 01 an Agreement given to Ute Brili," Government "y tAs WaAadadars, 
0' Chiel' 0/ CluY/1l Poonjee, in tAe yell1' 1829' 

(Signed) MISHNEE W AHADADAR, 
II BURSING WAHADADAR, 
II SOOMEN AND OOKSAN W AHADADARS, 

To 
Resident, 0/ CAell/1l Poonjee. 

THE HONORABLE COMPANY. 

THE written agreement of Mishnte, Bursing, Soolllen and Ooksan Wahadadars, of 
Cheyla Poonjee and other yillages, twelve in number. 

Whereas a disturbance or battle took place in the Hills, and we did not join with the 
Government or make our appearance, in consequence of which Troops were sent to OIU 

villages; we now come forward and give this agreement to abide by the following stipula
tions : 

ue.-That having committed these faults, we agree to pay, by instalments, to the 
Government, amongst our twelve villages. a fine of 4,000 Rupees, for the payment 
of which sum we four persons are responsible. 

2nd/y.-That from the Limestone situated on the banks of the Bogah River, in our 
territory, we agree to allow the Government always to remove gratis as much as they 
require in any locality selected by their Officers; but it is not to be taken from any other 
place. 

3rd/y.-That should any persons concerned in anY' acts in Zillah Sylhet or other 
places come and take shelter with us, we will immediately deliver them up,on their being
called for by the Zillah Courts. 

4tlzly.-That we promise not to dispute or make war with the Honorable Company or 
with any of the Rajahs who are in confederacy with the Government. 

stMy.-That if any quarrel should arise between us and the Rajahs alluded to, the 
Government is to investigate and settle them, and to this effect we have executed this 
agreement. Dated the 3rd September, corresponding with the 19th of Bhadro 1236 B.S. 

(True translation.) 
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Allislanl Commissioner, 
I" cAarge 0/ Cossya~ and 'Jyntea}, Hills. 

(True copy.) 
S. BIRD, 

Hefld Assz'slant, 



xxiv· 

• 
A P 17 E' N D I X No. 4 L. 

TRANSLATION", II Pa'l'wanah. issuea!Jy eAe Political. Agent oleAe Cossyala Hills, itt 
elle yea,. 1852, to Oosep Sing Raja/' IIppo,'"ti"g !aim DlIolla" R_jall 0/ '''e Mallram 
territory. 

To 

• -...--
(Signed) F. G. LISTER. 

I'o/ieieal Agent. 

OOSEP SING, DHOLLAH RAJAH, 
Reside'llt ,J R(lnglllo,,/! P,onjee, in '4e Makratn T""'t,,y. 

KNOW HEREBY 

IT appears that O'obel! Sing, Dhollah Rajah of the Mahram territory, having deeeased, 
you requested to be appointed Rajah there on the ground of the country having been under 
the control of your uncle, the late Senga,ph, Dhollah Rajah, your application being 
supported by a petitioll from Oomon Myntl'ee, Oolar Sing Rajah, and other persons 
consenting to it j but final orders were deferred on it in consequence of RalDsye, Kallah 
Rajah of Nonglang Poanjee, in that territory, having set up a claim founded OD. the right 
of his uncle, the late Ram Sing, Kallah Rajah, to which Oojeet Lyngdeo, Ooksan Sirdar, 
and certain other persons signified their assent in a petition they presented. As you and. 
Ramsye Rajah have, however, this day come to an amicable arrangement, and filed a 
deed of compromise to the effect, tbat of the two Kallah and Dhollah Rajahs. of MahraOl, 
the Kallah ~ajah is to be subordinate to the Dhollah Rajah aDd the investigations 
connected with th.e ditties of the Raj are to be conducted by them together in consalta
.tion, and the profits derived therefrom are to be enjoyed by them both,. and as you bve 
tnerein stated that you are to be Rajah in the place of the aforesaid [lhoUaa Rajab, 
retaining the said Ramsye Rajah as YOUf sDbordinate, and investigattng and deciding 
cases occurring in the country in concert and consultation with him, which are otherwise 
to be considered nwl and: void, and the aforementioned Ramsye Kanah Rajah haS 
expre.ssed his willingaess to rtmai'n as your subordinate, and according to tormer custom 
to investigate and decide caseS taking place in the country in company and consultation 
with you, the d_ecisiOlls being invalid unless so conducted, etc., besides which you two 
persons are~ agreeably to previous. pl"acticc; to en joy the profits derived from the country, 
and to share the lasses incurred therein., and as you have assented to the above stated 
terms, and requested that a parwannah may be given to you. appointing you as Rajah in 
accordance therewith, you are,. thereforoa informed that you are hereby appointed Rajah 
in the room of the Dhollah Rajah of the territory of Mahram, and it will be your duty to 
conduct investigations and give decisions there &$ stipulated in the deed of compromise, 
and according to your own sense of proper justice;.. retaining Ramsye Kallah Rajah, 
as your subordinate, and both of you acting together and in consultation -to do what is 
incumbent on you. You will, moreover. obey all orders that may be issued to you, from 
time to time, on th~ part of the Honorable Company without delaY'. observing the terms 
agreed on in the deed of compromise referred to. Dated the 28th of September 185~' 
corresponding with the 14th of Assin U59.B. S. 

(True translation.) 
(~igned) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commission,,., 
I" da,.ge of Cossya" ",,4 'J7"tea" Hill,. 

(True copy,) 
S. BIRD, 

Hea4 Assista",. 



THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH JULLS, 18S8. XX'I 

APPEND IX NO.4 M. 

TRANSLATION of a Recocnt'sance executed oy Oopnar, Rajd of Bnawul Poonjee, 
in the yea,. 1832. 

To 
THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

I, Oophar Rajah, resident of Bhawul Poonjee, have tbis day, of my own free-will 
and accord, and without any compulsion, executed this recognizance before Captain Town
shend, at Cherra. Punjee, as detailed in the following paragraphs, and I will be respoI\sible 
for the violation of any of the terms thereoF, an~ will obey the orders of the Gentlemen. 

rsl.-That it the Cossyahs should kill, or in any way harm or injure, any of the Honor
table Company's people within the boundaries of the Ooahn Churrah or Hatee 'Khedda on 
the West, and,the Dhoolai Nuddee or the West bank of the Dongdongiab on the East, I 
will immediately produce the guilty persons and make reparation for the losses sustained. 

2nd ....... That I will not give any shelter, assistance, or provisions to the enemies of the 
Honorable Company, and whenever I may receive any news regarding them, I will send 
information tQereof to·the Government people through the Dooahradars. 

3rd.-That I will not allow any of the Honorable Company's enemies to come to my 
Ahrung of Seemai when it is re-opened. 

4tn.-That whenever 1 may be called for by the Gentlemen, I wi11 attend immediatf'ly 
on receipt of the written order to do so, and if I act contrary to the stipulations made in 
the above paragraphs, I will submit to any orders the Gentlemen may choose to pass. To 
which end I. have executed this recognizance. Dated ihe I1tb December 1832, corre
sponding with ~he 27th Ahgran 1239 B. S. 

Witnessed "J'-
Gopeeram, resiuing at present at Chattarkonah: 
Askur Mahomed, resident of Pergunnah M;'ahram, Mouzab Noiegong. 
Rohollmat Dooahradar, resident of Ghaseegong. 
Rarojan Dooabradar, resident of Pergunnah Mahram, Mouzah Kandigong. 
Robaie Dooahradar, resident of Chorgong. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Prrnct'pal Assistant Commissioner, 

In darc, of Cossyala and 1ynteall Hills. 

{T~e copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistanl. 
2 I 



xxvi REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF, 

APPENDIX NO.4 N.' 

TRANSLATION of a Recognizance, executed hy Oollsan and Ooahn/oia, R4jds OJ 
I.lullai Poonjee, in the year 1832. 

(Signed) OOKSAN RAJAH. 

" OOAHNLOKA RAJAH,. 
To 

THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL • . 
WE, Ooksan Rajah and Ooahnloka Rajah, residents of Mullai Poonjee, having this 

day appear~d before Mr. Harry Inglis, on the bank of the Jadookata River, do, of our own 
accord and free-will, execute this recognizance as detailed in the following paugraphs, and 
we will be responsible for the violation of any of the terms thereof, and will obey the 
orders of the Gentlemen. 

lS/.-That if any Cossyahs kin, or otherwise harm or injure, any of the Honorable 
~ompany's 'people within the Dholai River on the West and the Khagoorah Churrah on 
the East, we will immediately produce the guilty persons and make repaAlion {or the 
losses sustained. 

2nd.-That we promise not to give shelter, assistance, or provisions to the enemies of 
,the Honorable Company, and if we should obtain any information regarding them, we will 
~end notice of the same to the Government Officers through the Dooahradars. 

3rd.-That we will not allow the enemies of the Government to come to our Bazar 
of Nokhoreeah Burtikrah when it is re-opened. 

4th.-That whenever we are summoned by the Gentlemen, we will present ourselves 
as soon as we receive the written order to attend, and if we infringe these terms, we ~i1I 
abide by any orders that may be passed by the Gentlemen. To which end we have hereby 
executed this recognizance on this 21St .of November 1832t corresponding with the 7th 

Ahgran 1239 8. S. 

Witnessed hy-

Mahomed Ansor, resident of Mouzah Noigong, Pergunnah Mahram. 
Bobaraie, resident of ~ergunnah Borakheeah~ Mouzah Mookeergong. 
Bottai Dubashia, resident o{ Pergunnah Chorgong. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

p,.z'ndpa/ Assz"stane Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyak and J,nteah Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistanl. 



TH~ COSSYAH AND JYNTEAH HILLS, 1858. xxvii 

A P PEN D I X NO.4- O. 

TRANSLATION 01 an Agreement given lJy Alulrn' SIng, Kaja!J 01 Mowsunnam Poonjec, 
in Ihe year 1831. 

(Signed) AHDOR SING RAJAH. 

To 

THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nort~-East Frontier. 

The written agreement of Ahdor Sing Rajah. resident of Mowsunnam Poonjee, 
given to the following effect. 

My village having been burnt down on the part of the British Government, and being 
now a waste, 1 hereby acknowledge my submission to the Government, and furnish this 
agre~ment with the object of again settling on the spot, tG the effect that I and my people 
will re-build. and re-occupy the village as subjects of the Government, and will obey such .. 
otders as you may from time to time issue to us. 

That I will take measures for apprehending the enemies of the Government if I should 
hear'of their being in my village or its vicinity. and I will also convey immediate inform
ation of the same to Captain Tuwnshend, and if I have no rarticular news to communi
cate. I will merely wait on him every month. 

That if I ,-iolate these engagements. I will. without any demur, abide by whatever 
orders you may think proper to pass. Dated this 17th of December 1831, correspollding 
with the 3rd of Pous 1238 B. S. 

Witnessed by-

Dewan Sing Dubashia, resi.dent of Cherra Poonjee. 

Oomee Cossyab, resident of Cherra Poonjee. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Princr'pal Assistant Commissioner. 

In ,!Jarge 01 Cossyak and J,nteak Hills. 

(True. copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Aisistant. 



xxviii REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATIOtol OF 

A P PEN D I X N o. 4 P. 

------
TRANSLATION oJa i?eeognisanee uecuted lJy Ee~ngCouyah, reside,,1 01 S,ena; 
Poonjee, Ahmol Sing Cossyak, resident 01 Lonkhom I'tJoniee, and Laloo Cossyd, resident 

of Mowdon Poonjel, in the ,ear 1832. 

To 

(Signed) EEANG COSSYAH. 
AHMOL SING. 

II LALOO COSSYAH. 

Guaranlee fo, this Document • 
• 

I, Soobha Sing Cossyah, residlnt of Tengor Poonjee, 
give this recognizance of my own accord, to the 
effect that I guarantee the fulfilment of these 
terms, and am responsible for any departure there
from. 

(Signed) SOOBHA SING COSSYAH. 

THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

W~, Eeang C~ssyah, resident of Seenai rOODjee, Ahmol Sing, resident d Long
khom Poonjee, and Laloo Cossyah, resident of Mowdon, Poonjee, having this day prese'llted 
ourselves before Mr:. Harry Inglis, at Cba.mtollah, do, of our own free-will and accord, 
execute this recognizance to the effect that we \\i1l be responsible if any Cossyabs should 
kill an, of the Honorable Company'" subjects within Soolmenpore of Chamtollah OD the 
West and Kesmaieer Gong and Allowkhallee pertaining to Bahrogong on the East, and 
if they commit any other aggressions, we will immediately produce the guilty persons. 

That we will not give shelter, assistance, or provisions to any of the Honorable Com
pany's enemies, and if we should obtain any information regarding them, we will lend 
notice of the same to the Officers of Government. 

That we will not allow any of the Honorable Company's enemies to come to our Bazar 
of Moudon. 

That, whenever we may be summoned by the Gentlemen, we will attend without any 
demur i and that if we depart in any way from tbese conditions, we will abide by any orders 
that may be passed by the Gentlemen. 

To which. end, we haye eXl"cnted this recognizance. Dated this 26th' of November 
1832, corresponding ~vith the 12th of Ahgran 1239 B. S. 

WItnessed by-

Prankrisno Som, resident of Pergunnah KowreealJ, Mouzah Proyahgaymool. 
Hareeprosad Dd.ss, resident of Kusbeh Sylhet, Mohnllah Ahkhobeah. 
Dodalchand Dass). resident of Sylbet, at pres~nt at Chattuck. . 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistanl Commissione" 
In charge Cossyah and ']ynted Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Heaa Assist"",. 



THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HILLS, 1858. xxix 

A P PEN D I X N o. 4 Q. 

TRANSLATION 0/ an Agreemenl, executed ,'n IIze year 1841, by CnfJta SahtiD(J Sing 
Bajan til tAe district 01 ']ee,"ng. 

THE written agreement of Chota SaMoo Sing, Rajah of the territory of Bur ]eerung 
Poonjee, executed in the present year ~248 B. S., to the following purport. 

Having solicited permission to be continued in charge of the three villages of Bur 
]eerung, Chota Jeerung and Path or Kh;lIlee, now held \y me, on condition of my repair
ing the road and bridges in the Hills agreeably to orders, I have been called on by a Pur
wannah, No. 494, dated the 7th of Choitro of the past year, for an agreement, and in com
pliance with that order I now furnish this agreement, stating that I promise, ~s clJstomary. 
to make the annual repairs of the bridges, road, ghats, anf'l stockades, etc., in the Hills and 
other plO\ces withoqt pllyment, the above-mentioned three villages remaining in my charge 
Cpr the performance of these services j and if I negligently dela,. to elecute these Norks, 
and the road, bridges, etc., should cot be kept in repair, I will submit to whatever orders 
you may think proper to pass. To which effect I have given this agreement. Dated the 
~tb 9f June oftl)e English year IS,U, corresponding witQ the ~7th )oisto 1~48 B. 5, 

...... 
Whereas Sahdoo Sing Rajalt has personally presented this agreement, it is hereby 

Drdered to be accepted and filed with the, record. Dated the 8th of JURe o( the English 
",ear 18~ I, corresponding with the 27th Joisto 1248 B .5, 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDS'ON, 

I',jncifal AssIstant CommissiDner, 
In da,ge of Coss,ak (lnd ",nlell" Hill" 

(rrue copy.) 

.... ---

s. BIRD, 

H,atl4ss;~t,nl • 



xxx RE,PORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 011' 

A P PEN D I X . N o. 4' R'. 

-----
TRANSLATION of all Agreement, execu.ted ,'n tlze ,elJr 1829, I" tlze Sil'dan, Elderl 

lind InhalJitants of ene conguered dislri,' of Soo/al' Poonjee lind allied villager. 

--.----
\ (Signed) OOMIT KHYE, 01 Soopal' POD"jee. 

" OOHAN KHYE, Df Nonll'o"g. 

" OODOOR COSSYAH, 01 Nodin. 

To 

MR. DAVID SCOTT, 

Agenl to the G{J'Dernor Genera!, 

N., 16, AGREEMENT of the Sirdars, Elders and Inhabitants of Soopar 
Flied at Gauhatl .on the Poonjee, Nongrong Poonjee, and Noskin PoonJ'ee-executed in the 

taUI November 18.g. h r I • year 1829, to t e .. ol oWlDg purport. 
The people of our villages having 'entered intO hostilities with and killed the subjects 

of the Honourable Company, our. villages have been taken possession of by the Government, 
weJherefore, having now attended at Moosmai Poonjee, enter into this agreement, for our· 
selves and all the people of the aforesaid vmage~, ·to tho effect that we acknowledge our 
submission to the Honorable Company as being their people, and we agree to obey all 
orders that may at any time be given regarding us. 

znd.:....The ·inhabitants of our above-mentioned three villages baving wantonly made 
war with and killed the subjects of the Government~ we, instead of paying a fine in money, 
hereby divide with the Government one-half of all the limestone, good, bad and indifferent" 
in our afore-mentioned tlltee villages. We are to have half, and we give half to the Gov
ernment, and to this effect we have executed this agreement on the 29th day of October 
t829. corresponding with the Kartick 1236 B. S. 

Wz'tnessed !Jy-
-

Soomer Giri, resident of Chetra Poonjee. 

Ram Doloie, ditto ditto, 

Lall Sing Giril ditto ditto •. 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

A.A. G. G. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Prindpal Asst. Comr. d Clze'l'tl Poonj". 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head AlSislut. 



THE COSSYAH AND JYNTEAH HILLS, 1858. -xxxi 

A P PEN D I X N o. 4 S. 

---
TRANSLATION 01 an Agreement, executed in the year 1829. by Oojoy. Mon Sing tina 
. other residents oj Byrung Pooni~e and its dependellt villages • 

• 

(Signed) OOJOY COSSYAH. 

JJ MON SING. 

" 
JEE~KHA COSSYAH. 

" 
RAM SING. 

II KONRAI. 

" 
RAMRAI. 

To 

THE HONORABLE COMPANY. 

THE written agreement of Oojoy and Mon Singh, residents of Byrung Poonjee 

N 
Jeerkha and Ram- Singb, residents of Oomtheelay Poonjee, Kolla-. 

0, .,. 

Flied at Gowhatty. 5th Dc. prai and RamraiJ residents of Eamdah Poonjee, executed in the 
.ember Isog. English year 1829, to the following purport. 

We have no faith in the Cossyah Mountaineers who have taken up arms againc;t the 
Government, and, having therefore joined the Honorable Company, enter into this agree-
ment to this effect. • 

u/.-That we have not made war with the Government, nor will we ever enter into 
hostilities with the people on the part of the Honorable Company ... and we will apprehend 
and deliver up any Cossyahs who have absconded, and regarding whom proclamations 
have been issued, if they should come into our territory. 

~nd.-That if we should find any proclaimed persons who have absconded, and fail to -apprehend and deliver them up, or conceal them, and this sbould be froved, we wiJl make 
nO objection to our villages being burnt. Dated in the English year 1829; 2nd N. (Noven1 ... 
ber seemingly, jUdging from the year mentioned). 

We further state that we wiII obey the orders of Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poon· 
jee. and will never do anything without his sanction. 

(True translation., 

(Signed) W. C~ACROFT, 

A:A. G. G. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON ... 

PrinL-iJal Assist~ne Commissio1ler, 

III charge of Cossyak and 'JaYllleak Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Hua Assistant. 



xxx - RE..rORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION .011' 

. --
A P PEN D 1 X . N O~ 4- R'. 

-----

TRANSLATION of aN Agre~ment, execu.ted in the ,tar 18Z9, &y the S"rdars, Elde"$ 
find [nndilanes of 'he con'luered dz'sld,e of SOfllar Poofljee lind a/Ned villages. - - . 

-------
(Signe_d) OOMIT KHYE, 01 Soopar POf/njce; 

II OOHAN KHYE, if Nongrflng. 

" OODOOR COSSYAH, 01 Nodin. 

To 

MR. DAVID SCOTT, 

- Agenl to the Gg'IJernor General. 

No •• 6. AGREEMENT of the Sirdars, Elders and Inhabitants of Soopar 
Flied at Gauhatl .on tbe Poonjee, Nongrong Poonjee, and Noskin Poonjee-executed in the 

utll November 18~g. 8 h t II • year I 29, to t e ,,0 owmg purport. 
The people of our villages having 'enJ:ered into hostilities with and killed the subjects 

of the Honourable Company, our. villages have been taken. possession of by the Government, 
weJherefore, having now attended at Moosmai Poonjee, enter into this agreement, for our
selves and all the people of the aforesaid vinageSl, ·to the effect that we acknowledge our 
sUbmission to the Honorable Company as' being their people, and we agree to obey all 
orders that may at any time be given regarding us . 

.2nd:-The -inhabitants of our above-mentioned three villages having wantonly made 
war with and k:tled the subjects of the Government~ we, instead of paying a fine in money, 
hereby divide with the Government one-half of all the limestone, good, bad and indifferent~ 
in our afore-mentioned thtee villages. We are to have half, and we give half to the Gov
ernment, and to this effect we have executed this agreement on the 29th day of October 

1829, corresponding with the Kartick 1236 B. S. 

Witnessed by-
-

Soorner Giri, resident of Chetra Poonjee. 

Ram Doloie, ditto ditto. 

Lall Sing Giri, 'ditto Clitto •. 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

A. A. G. G. 
(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Prin&ipal AnI. Comr. tzt Che"'11 POflnjet. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head A,sisb"e. 



THE COSSYAH AND lVNTEAH 'HILLS, 1858• ~xxi 

A P. PEN D I X N o. 4 S. 

,!RANSLATION of an. Agreement, executed ~n the year 1829. by Oojoy, Mon Sing"na 
. other residents oj BYl'ung Poonj~e and its depende/lt villages. 

(Signed) OOJOY COSSYAH. 

JJ MON SING. 

" lEE~KHA COSSYAH. 

" RAM SING. 

" 
KONRAI. 

II RAMRAI. 

To 

THE HONORABLE COMPANY. 

THE written agreement of Oojoy and Mon Singh, resi4ents of Byrung Poonjee 

N Jeerkha and Ram Singh, residents of Oomtheelay Poonjee, Kolla-, 
o. '1. 

Flied at Gowhatty. stn Dc- prai and Ramrai. residents of Eamdah Poonjee, executed in the 
«mber .Sog. English year 1829. to tqe following purport. 

We have no faith in the Cossyah Mountaineers who have taken up arms again~t the 
Government, and. having therefore joined the Honorable Company, enter into this agree
ment to this effect. 

ut.-That we have not made war with the Government, nor will we ever enter into 
hostilities with the people on the part of the Honorable Company .. and we will apprehend 
and deliver up any CossyaIis who have absconded, and regarding whom proclamations 
have been issued, if they should come into our territory_ 

~na.-That if we should find any proclaimed persons who have absconded, and fail to -apprehend and deliver them up, or conceal them. and this should be l'roved. we wiJI make 
no objection to our villages being burnt. Dated in the English yeat {8'29. 2nd N. (Novem
ber seemingly, judging from the year mentioned). 

We further state that we wiII obey the orders of Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poon
jee, and will never do anything without his sanction. 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT. 

A:A. G. G. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON .. 

P,irwiJal Ass;stflnt Commissiolltr, 

I,. charge 01 Cossyak anti JaY1iteak Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Hutl Assistant. 
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-A P PEN 0 ~ X N·o. 4 T. 

TRANSLATIO.y of LeasefJ! tIle Coal-field~ 01 Byrzmg Poonjee. gn'en 10 till Britislt 
Govt'rnment ~n tlte year ,1840, oy Ihe $zrdays qf Mae Village anti fonfirmea oy 
Sobha Sing, Baja" 0/ Oherra Poonjee. ' 

---
i~ Sooba Sing, Rajah, resident of Cherr~ Poonjee, having made myself acquainted 

with the )lUrport of this document, hereby confirm the conditions specified in this Poltah 
s-iven by the Sirdars of Brrung Poonjee l dated ll1e 2Qth April 1840, correspondin~. with 
th\) 9th of Bysack 1247 B. S. ' 

(Sign~d) SOQBAH Sl~G, ~AJAll. 

THE POLITICAL AGENT AT CliERRA PPONJEE. 

A perpetual lease, executed to tbe following purport, by Beerab Sing, and Ramrai 
Cossyah, Sirdars of ByruDg Poonjee, belonging to the territory of Cherra Poonjee. 

We hereby give a perpetual lease to the Government, for all future time, of the 
places r~rtaining to this Poonjee where coal has been found, and those localities where it 
may hereafter be discovered~ agreeably to the terms me~tioned below, which are to be 
a<;ted lAp to. -

ut.-We are to receive taxes from the Government atthe rate of .. Rupee per hun~ 
dred maunds for as much coal as may be broken up in all pl9ces belonging to our 
Poonjee, We will never demand more than this rate, rand the Cosslahs of the Poonjee 
we reside in are not to be proltibited by the Goverll!Jlent from working coal in these 
localities. Thty are to workJt free o(charge, and will settle with us for the taxes on it; 
tJut no other person is at liberty to quarry coal in these places without the sanction of 
the Government, nQr have we thE: right of granting such permission to any other person. 

2nd.-The Gove;nment can quarry coal here~£ter. whenever they wish to do so, agree
ably to the conditions of this Pottah, alld no new objectiops will be raised, and if made 
~hey are to be rejected. 

3,.d.-Besides the above stated ~C?calities, the Government have the right, according 
te the cllnditjons of this Pott~h, to those plac~s 'Yhere cOi\1 may at l\Dy timt[' be djsfove~ed, 

'. " 



THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HILLS, 18,58. "xxii 

To which effect we have executed this perpetual lease, dated the 20th of April 1840' 
corresponding with the 9th of Bysack 1247 B. S. 

(Signed) BEERAH SING AND RAMRAI, 
Cossyah Sirdars. 

Witnesses. 

Soomur Sing Cossyab, resident of Cberra Poonjee. 

Jattrah Sing ditto, ditto ditto. 

Cband Rai Dubashia, ditto ditto. 

Bungsee Sing, Burkundaz of the Office. 

(True translation) 
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Pl'incz'pal Assistant Commisszonlr, 
In charge of Cossyah and 1ynteah H,lls. 

(True copy) 
S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 

A P PEN D I X N o. 4 U. 

TRANSLATION of a PeUtion of Me Wahadadars of ehey/a Poonjee, to the PO/ltical 
Agent oj the Cossyah Hills, in theyeat' 1851, solkiting his assistance ;n causing the 
attendance at theit' J)u,.tars of persons resisting thei, authority and offering to abide 
"y his, decisions ;n appeals pre/er,.ed to him against lheir orders or ;n complaints 
mad, to him against Meir acts. 

(Siglled) 

" 
" 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWI1.TH, 

MISHNEE WAHADADAR, 

BURSING WAHADADAR, 

LARSING AND SONARAI WAHADADAR, 

OOKHANG AND BEEHAI WAHADADAR, 

Residents of Cheyla PoonJee. 

THAT previous to the occupation of these Hills by the H!>norable Company, we 
were appointed to the offices of the four Wahadadars of our village bf Che,la Poonjee, 
and protected the people by conducting enquiries and investigations in our country. 
That when these Hills afterwards came into the possession of the Honorable Company, 
we were confirmed in our appointments, agreeably to (ormer custom, -with the approval 
of the late Mr. David S('ott and most efficiently protected the inhabitants by investigating 
cases in the country by our own authority, but during the last two or three years, certain 
Cossyahs or our villageJ who are unruly, powerful and evil-advising persons, have- formed 
themselves into a party to carry out their own purposes, and are oppressing and harassing 

2 L 
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'some of the poor Cossyahs, and if they complain and we send (or these persons 
through Our officers, they openly resist our authority and assault them. besides making 
various remarks about us. When we also summon defendants in cases under trial before 
us, these violent individuals screen them, and in resistance of orders beat our men and 
snatch away the defendants from them, thus causing great annoyance to the poor people 
under our control, which we bav~ frequently complained of to you by petitions, and the 
indh"iduals of this party who harass the poor people in this manner are, moreover, not 
unkf\,own to you. It is besides probable ~hat unless ~his factioI1 is put down, serious affrays 
and murders may hereafter occur, attended with ruination to our country, \\ hich it will 
be difficult for us to account for to you, and we shall be punished by Providence if the 
poor are violently oppressed by such persons of our village as have numerous friends and 
relatives, and we as rulers of the country do not redress their grieva.nces. But as the 
calamitief of our poor people cannot be remove"d, or the country rendered tranquil, with· 
out your assistance, we therefore throw ourselves on your protection, and voluntarily 
present this petition, soliciting that the persons under our control who resist our Officers 
may be trled by you, and th_at you will, on our solicitation, grant us your help to bring to 
our Durbars all such lXlrsons as pertinaciously refuse to attend there when we send (or 
them, and if any persons who are dissatisfied with our orders'should appeal to you against 
them, or if we oppress or injure any persons and they complain to you abont it, we will 
agree to any investigations and orders that you may pass, and will never act in contraven
tion of them, but will obey them without urging any objections. There is no prospect of 
relief to Our country unless you so favour us, and in this your power is absolute. Dated 
the ~oth of Bysack 1258 B. S. (Received 14th May 1851), 

PRESil:NT I COLONEL LISTER, PolfUcal Agene. 

The request of the Wahadadars is granted, ancHt is hereby ordered that a Purwannah 
be written to them to the effect that if any person hereafter oppresses or injures another 
and the persoll so oppressed complains to the Wahadadars, and the oppressor, when 
called fot by them, obstinately and in disobedience of the Wahadadars' orders, refuses to 
attend at their Durbars, they must send him to Cherra PooDjee with the witnesses to the 
fact of the opposition made to their authority, and the prosecutor and hi~ witnesses, when 
proper orders will be passed, Dated the 16th May ISSI, corresponding witla the 3rd of 

leyt uS8 B. S, 
(Signed) . F. G. L., 

P. A. 
(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Princi'pa& A,rsistad Commi,rsio..n,,., 
I", ""zrge. of Coss)'ak and'l),nteah Hill,. 

(True c.opy) 
S. BIRD, 

Heal Am'slQne. 
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A P PEN D I X N o. 4 V. 

TRANSLATION of a Purwannah issued oy the Prlncipal Assistant Commissionel' ill 
charge oj the Cossyall and Jynteak Hills to O();ee Lus1itr and Chongla" Lusker in 
the yeaI' 1857, autho,ising therr. to conduct the duties of Sz"dars of A!()wlonc, Poo1ljee, 
for one year each, i" succession tv tkeir deceaud falher, Zulfer Lusku', Sinjar oftllat 
place. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

P,incipal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyak and 7yntca/a H,I/&. 

To 

OOJEE LUSKER AND CHONGLAH LUSKER, 

Risidents of Moultong Poonjee. 

KNOW IJERIBY, 

That whereas yOIl represented yourselves, on the demise of Zuffer Lusker, Sirdar 
of the Mowlong district, as being the sons and heirs of the aeceA.Sed, and solicited that you 
two brothers might be permitted to conduct the duties of that office by turns for one year 
each, you are now therefore appointed to the office of the late Zuffer Lusker, pending the 
preferment of any substantial claim that uray be worthy of notice being made to that dis
trict, and are hereby informed that agreeably to the terms of the Deed of Comeromise 
you previously filed, you will conduct the duties of the office of that Sirdar, as is incum
bent on you, by turns, for one year each. Herein fail not. Dated the 25th of March 
1857, corresponding with the 13th of Choitro 1263 B. S. 

(True translation) 

{Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge ojCossyall and JynteaA Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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A P PEN D I X No. 4 W. 

TRANSLATION of Me Articles of an Agreementfurnished to the Governor Genera!'.r 
Agent, North-East Frontzer, by Rujiun Sing Rajah 011 Ills a,,,ssioll to the Raj oj 

. Nungldow, on the 29th 0/ Marck 1834. 

To 
CAPTAIN FRANCIS JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor Gm6ral, North-East Frbntler, 

On the part oj the Honorable Compan,. 

No. 30. 
The written agreement of Rtljjun Sing, resident of Nungklow, 

executed to the following purport. ' 
The Government having appointed me to the ~aj of the late Teerut Sing Rajah, I 

hereby execute t}le articles of agreement detailed below, and promise never to act in 
violation of them, and t\Iat my Muntrees will also abide by the terms thereof. 

ISt.-That I have no objection to land being taken up by the Honorable Company for 
the purpose of making a road in any direction chosen between Zillah Sylhet and the 
plains or low lands of ASEam. 

2nd.-That I have no objection to bridges, bungalows of sorts, store-rooms, fortifica
tions, and stockades for sepoys being built for the Houorable Company wherever it may 
be deemed expedient to select sues for them. 

3rd.-That 1 and my Muntrees will furnish labourers and workmen for building and 
repairing the above-mentione~ roads, buildings, &c'J without objection, whenev~r they 
may be required. 

4tk.-T.hat whenever it may be considered expedient to erect any buildings within 
the country c~nsigned to me by the Govern,ment, 1 and my Muntrees will .immediately 
furnish the under-mentioned m~terials for_them, and we shall not be abJe to raise any 
objections about doing so : 

LIST OF MATERIALs.~Timbers, stones, slates, lime, fire-wood and any other articles 
procurable in the country~ wiII be readily furnished. 

sth.-That I and my Muntrees wiII provide shelter and pasturage for any cows, oxen , 
&c., that the Honorable Company may send into the country, and I wiII be responsible 
for any lo!;ses ofthese animals. 

6th.-That if any criminals or cOllvicts ,should escape from the Honorable Company's 
territory and come into my country, I will immediately render assistance in apprehending 
them. 
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7tlt.-That I will act as stated in the above-mentioned articles, and if I should do 
anything in contravention of them, I and my M6ntrees will submit to such fines as the 
Governor General's Agent may think proper to impose on us. 

8tA.-That I promise to fulfil the aforesaid stipulations, and am to continue to receive 
my present monthly stipend of 30 Rupees for one year, as this stipend to me from tbe 
Government will enable the people of the country to settle down again in it comfortably 
without being pressed for any demand. This stipend to me iii to cease after tho comple. 
tion of one year, and I am then to make arrangements for myself as formerly. Dated the 
29th of March 1834, corresponding with the 19th of Choitro of the Bengal year 1240. 

We, Rai Mon and Oojoor, residents of Nungbree, Ooram of Myrung, Ootep of 
Mouther, Oohoo Boshan of Singsbang, Oosep Lungdeo of Kenchee, Oophan of Monai, 
and Oomeet of Nongsay, having been nominated as Muntrees to the Rajab, approve of 
the agreement executed by him, and will be responsible for the fulfilment aDd violatioD 
of it. 

(COP}) 

(Signed) 

(Translation) 

H. INGLIS, 

Assistant Political Aglnl, 

CossyaA Hills. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge 01 Cossya/J and Jaineia Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistan' .• 
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A P PEN 0 J X N o. 4X. 

TRANSLATIO'N of an Atreement-given 'to 'Captain Franc;,s 1e1lHnl, Agen' 10 elu 
'Go'v~h()r'Gen'eriZl, Nort~Etlst ,Frontier, 'in the'"ea.,. ,1834, l, Chand Manick, on tlte pare 
11{ 'Btt,. ]Janick, Ra;d lind 'Heir Prelumpti1Je toJ'he Raj of Kh,rim. 

I, Chand "Manick, hereby enter into the following agreement 0 n behalf of Bur Manick 
Rajah of Moleem 1'oonjee. 

Whereas a fine of 5,000 Sicca Rupees, imposed on my maternal uncle, Bllr Manick 
Rajah, has not yet been paid, I being his nephew and heir presumptive to the Raj u( the 
said "Moleel1l'Poonjee -and its aepenCIeti'cies, hereby promise, of my own accord, to pay 
'1,'000 '~upees 6f the aforesaid fine to Captain Townshend at Cherra Poorijee within ten 
pays i and for the remaining '4,000 Rupees 'J agree to constrnct a good road, durable and 
'finor the passage of 'horses,'from Moleem to Cherra Poonjee and also to Myrung, On the 
understanding that it is to be made by Government workmen in the bad and difficult 
places. On the completion of this road 'I shall inform you of the same, when a person is 
to be deputed to examine it, and if itrbe approved of, & receipt will be given me for the 
above-mentioned sum of 4,000 Rupees. 

To which effett 'rhave executed this agreement on this 28th day of March 1834, 
corre~pOnding)\Vith the .16th of Choitro 1240B.S. 

(True translation) 

(Slgned) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

AI eke,," Poonjee. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

He"d Assistant. 
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APPENDIX NO.5. 

PROPOSE.D 'SCALE if EstalJlisnmenlsjor 'lte didyict if the CossyaJa ana 'Jynteah 
Hills. 

Coo's Rs. As. P. Co.'s Rs. As. P. 

-------
Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of District ••. ... 750 0 0 
European MedlLaI pffi~er in charge of CIVIl Stalion and Jail ... 100 0 0 

850 0 0 

p"lca ESTABLISIUIBNT. 

I Sherishtadar for all Departments ... ... . .. 60 0 0 
I Peshkar ditto ditto ... ... ... ... 30 0 0 
I Mohaliz ditto ditto ... ... ... ... 30 0 0 
I Asst. Mohafiz ditto ditto ... ... ... . .. 15 0 0 
I Treasurer ditto ditto ... ... ... .. . 40 0 0 
I Potdar ditto ditto ... ... ... .. . 10 0 0 
I Nazlr ditto ditto ... ... .. . ... I 20 0 0 
I Sweeper OlttO .dJtto ... ... ... .. 5 0 0 

210 0 0 

FOVZDAR~Y DIPARTM!NT. 

I English Clerk ... ... ... .. . ... 25 0 0 
I Bengali Mohurir ... ... ... . .. .. 15 0 0 
I ditto ... ... ... . .. 10 0 0 
I 'Cossyah Interpreter ::: ... ... ... .. J2 0 0 
I DufterlY for Native Office... ... ... ... 5 0 0 
2 Orderly Chuprassles, at 6 Rupees each... ... ... 12 0 0 
2 Burkundazes for,guard~g the Cutcherry, at 5 Rupees each ... 10 0 0 

89 0 0 

PI\WANIIY')aPARTMBNT. 

I English Clerk ... ... . .. ... ... 15 0 0 
I Bengali Mohurir ... ... ... ... .. . 15 0 0 
I ditto ... ... ... ... .. . 10 0 0 
I Cossyah Interpreter ... ... ... ... . .. 8 0 0 
'J Dufterry for Native Office ... ... ... .. . 5 0 0 
2 Orded\' Chuprassies. at 6 Rupees each ... ... ... 12 0 0 
:I Burkundazes fo~ guardIng the (;ulcherry. at 5 Rupees each ... 10 0 0 

7S 0 0 

RaV&liIva ,.ND AGaNcy DBPARTMaNT. 

I English Clerk ... ... .. . ... ... 60 0 0 

I Dufterry for English Office , .. ... . .. ... 8 0 0 

I Bongali Mohurlr .... ... ... ... .... 20 0 0 

I . ditto ... ... ... .. . ... 15 0 0 

I ditto ... ... .. . ... ... 10 0 0 

I Cossyah Inte~ter ... • .. ... ... ... 15 0 0 
I Dufterry for atlve Office ... ... ... ... 5 0 0 
:I Orderly Chuprassies. at 6 Rupees each ... ... . .. , 12 0 0 
:I Burkupda.ze~ lot guardlOg the Cutcherry. at S Rupees each ... 10 0 0 

155 0 0 

I Putwarry and lumrnah NOViS} Required only in the event { ... , 25 0 0 
1 Assistant Putwarry ... of Revenue Settlements being .. , 15 0 0 

I Native Dufterry... ... sanctioned. 5'0 0 

45 0 • 
MOPVSSIL ~ST4BLI~~~INT. 

I Sirdar for Staging Bungalow at MoQong ... ... .. , 10 0 0 

I ditto ditto Jeerung ... ... ... 10 0 0 

I Chowkevdar for StaglOg Bungalow at Oomloor . " ... S 0 0 

:I District bawk Runners, at 5 Rupees each ... ... ... 10 0 0 . --- 35 0 0 

Carried over ... ... .. . ... IA59 0 0 
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A P PEN D I X N o. 5-conc/uded. 

'::::':~'I Co.'s Rs. As. P. 

Brought forward 

POLICS ESTABLISHMBNTS. 

1.459 0 0 

CHBRal POONJIB THANNAH. 

I 3rd Class Daro/irah ... ... .. . 
1 Mohunr ... '" ... .. . 
6 Burkundazes, at 6 Company's Rupees each .. . 
I Interpreter . . . .. . 
I Co~syah Jemadar, 25 Sicca Rupee9 .. . 
J Dllto Havildar, I:l ~Icca Rupees '" 
2 Ditto Sepoys, at 7 Sicca Rupees each ... 
8 Ditto ditto, at 7 Comp,my's Rupees each 
Lamp Oil and Stationery ... ... 

JOOWAIB FARRBB. 

I Mohurir of Police... ... • .. 
I Interpreter .. .•• ... 
3 Burkundazes, at 6 Company's Rupees each 
5 Cossy~h Sepoys, at 7 Company's Rupees each 
Lamp 011 and StatIOnery ... ... 

NUNcltLOW FARRI!B. 

1 Mohurir of Police... ... . .. 
1 Interpreter ... .., .. . 
3 Burkunda7es, at 6 Company's Rupees each .. . 
5 Cossyah Sepoys. at 7 Company's Rupees each 
Lamp 011 and Stationery ... • .. 

Uur. ESTABLISHMENT. 

J Jemadar in charge ... ... • .. 
I buffaGar and Mohurir ... .. . 
1 Duffadar .... .. 
2 Convict Duffadars, at 1 Company's Rupee each 
I Native Doctor .... ... ... 
I Compounder ... ... .., 
14 llllrkundazes, at 5 Ccmpany's Rupees each 

Rent of a House for a Cutcherry ... 

Total per mensem 

... . .. ... . .. ... ... ... ... ... , ... ... . .. .. , ... ... . .. ... . .. 

. 

... ... ... .. ... 

... ... ... ... ... . .. 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
... 
... 

MEMORANDUM. 

Monthly expense of proposed Civil Establishment 
Uitto ditto present ditto ditto ... 

Proposed Increase 

50 0 0 
12 0 0 

36 0 0 

7 D 0 
26 2 0 
12 8 7 
14 10 0 

56 0 0 
6 0 0 , 

220 4 7 ----
25 0 0 
6 0 0 

18 0 0 

35 0 0 

3 0 0 -
87 0 0 

25 0 0 
6 0 0 

18 0 0 

35 0 0 

3 0 0 

----8, 0 0 --- 394 4 7 

u 0 0 
8 0 0 

7 0 0 
2 0 0 

IS 0 0 
10 0 0 

70 0 0 
124 0 0 

40 0 0 40 0 0 - ---...... lI,ol7 4 7 

CO's Rs. As. P. 
2,0 17 4 7 
1,733 8 ,JO 

284 11 9 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assiltant CommisJionlr', 
/" chargl of CO!Jyah and 11ntlah Hill,. 

PRINCIPAL ASST. COMMR,'S OBBICI;} . 
CHERRA POONJEE, 

1'/1. aBM December ,857. 
(True copy) 

S. BIRD. 
H.ad AuidA"'. 
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APPENDIX No 6 . . 

LIST 01 Limestone Tract" situated ~n tile British 10ssessio1Zs in elze Cossyak and jynleak Rills, leased on' the pal't of Governmenl to 
Mr. H. Inglis. • 

... 
~tl.g s: .. dL!:: e 

~.u ~-1~ 
~~ .. 

Dates ot expiration of 
_s: 

Name of Limstone Tracts Period of I.ease. 
on .. 0-- .aJ 

REMARKS. <E-< rGe..> 
Leases. ~ "'\11 .s: ~E-g~ _ u 

rG \11 EZ~.s: :: .. 
Cs: ·Z:3 B ~ .<0 ~ 0 U) ~ 

Co.'s Rs 
I. Cheyla Poonjee '" ( (Lease granted to Mr Inglis agreeably to the Orders of the Gov-
Reserved· right of the I r Mr. Inglis I ernment of Bengal. No 77. dated the 3rd March 1856. and 

Government to take 8 years (rom 1st d t has late~ No 1414. dated the: 16th June 18SS. BeSides the annual 
Lime-stone (rom the~ May 1855-56. 30th April 1863. A. D. 100~ commenc ~ assessment of 100 Rupees for this Lime Tract. Mr. Inghs has 
Banks .of the Bogah I I to work this l agreed to supply the GO\'ernment annually. at cost price, with 
in River this District. L Tract. one Lakh 01 maunds of the best Limestone, to be dehvered at 

l Chattuck for 5 years, '11115 , from 1858-59 to 1862-63. inclUSive. 

Maunds . ... { 20 years from 1St of t {LeaSed to Mr. Inglis agreeably to the Orders of the Government 
2. Soopar Poonjee May 1858-59. 30th April 1878. A. O. 2,120 5.00,000 of Bengal, No. 265. dated the 25th August 1855, and No. 1414, 

dated the 16th June 1858. 

20 years from 1St of { 
[Leased to Mr. Inglis agreeably to the Orders of the Government 

3. Bur Pconjee ... { 30th April 1875. A. D. 420 50,000 
of Bengal, No. 265. dated the 25th August 18SS. and No. 1414 • 

May 1855-56. l dated the, 6th June 1858. 

4. Ootmar Poonjee ... { II years rrom 1St or { 30th April 1866. A. O. 
MaJ 18,,5-56. 

130 7.500 
{LeaSed to Mr. Inglis agreeably to the Orders of the Government 

of Bengal. No. 404, dated tile 15th OecelUber 1855. and No. 
1414. dated the 16th June 18S8. 

Carried over ... 2,770 5.57.500 
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Name of Limestone Tr~cts, cu 
=' ... 
'iii 
2! ... 
~ , 
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I 
III ... 
~ 
:c 
• ... 
IQ .. 

i 

:J 

-

. 
5. Choon Cherra and { 

I.etting Cherra ... 

6. Morally Po 0 n j e e, { 
Roowaie Poonjee, &c. 

I 7. Nonglahmin Poo~iee~ { 
Nongthalong Poon-
lee, &c. 

L 

Periods of Lease. 

,. 

5 Mars from 1st of { 
ay 1856'57 ••• 

I 

5 years from 1St of { 
May 1856'57 ••• 

5 vears from 1St of [ 
May 1856'57 ... l 

I 

A P PEN D I X No. (;-ctJnHnuld. 
- - -- - - ,-

..... ,H8 ~ ., ='8 0 
8 c:._~ 
'" . :;..J "lj' rn ..... 

Dates of expiration of 
.,u l\! • ",<0 
", .. 

'O'C; ~ RIMAU:S. <'"" . Leases. 'tl ..... .c 2E.g~ _u 
g:3 ~B8-5 
~~ ~ ::s.s ~ 
~\o ~ 0'" QJ . , 

Co:s Rs. Maunds. 

Brought forward ... 2,770 5,57,500 1 . 
30th April 1861 .. A. D. 15,000 1,50,000 l A""",hI, t. ,h. "",,,. of ""~m~', '.,O<! tho ",' A " ... ~ 

1855. No. 265, and No. 77, dated the srd March 1856, these 

30th Apri1186r, A.D. 2,200 SO,ooo 
Limestone Tracts were put uR to public competition at auction 
on the 24th April 1856, and Mr. Inglis having been the highest ... bidder for t hem, they were leased to him at the annual 
assessment entered against each for 11. period of five years 
fmm the 1st of May 1856, and these Leases were sanClloned 
by the Order of the Government of Bengal, No. 1414, dated. 
the 16th June 1858• 

30tl! April 186k, A. D. 500 10,000 J 
-

-
Total ... 20,470 7,67,500 . • 
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LIST DI Llmestolle T,.aels i" Me CossytZ!a Hz'IIs fIeld '6y /II,.. H. Inglis "'nder Leases/rom ,It, CIt,"e!ta,'ns, Eltlers, &e., '01 tit, d'-st,,',es ,'" whi'k 
""y are situated, exclusive oj .,hose in ,!t,e Britisla lossessions. ,'" th, Cossyala and 1ynleak Hil/s, 0/ whi,l& Leases "'avl !Jeen granted to 
Aim lUI 'he lar' of til, Governme"t. 

- --- -- -- - -~- --- ---

~~"li!':~:I~~lw~b Dat .. Of eX!!ticill of 
Eotlm;t.d annual 

Nlm .. of Chleltaln., .e. 11111111.1 of Leu.rt of tbe 
Period, of elilting Leal ... oottufn of Lime. 

In control of lh. LlmeltoDe Tnct .. ,resent ac. atone obtained. R.marks. 
litoated" DI.trlfll. from .acb 

Tract • 

,... CO ..... , .... l MundI. 

1 • m_, ..... , .... ~ "'." .. ", .. ," M' Oomit SI.&b Rajah alld ,0 yea .. 'ram IIS6 to 1.8S 4.- 3 Le .... -R.gl.t ... d oa the 17tb S.ptem ber 1847. IIDd 
,ud.III.) other •• B. S. (Ap'" 181g, A. lJ.) Augult .851, aDd .gtb Jull .8SS. 

I 

•.. / ............. " ....... j ................................ I LlIlIgTee (Semi. lade. I Soolldar 51 DB RaJah ... 13 ,. •• r. from ,164 to •• 8,' Ith Choltra 1283 B. S. 
p •• d.Dt.) B. S. .I April .871. ": lJ.) 

• "..,... ""·--1 ............ -j ......... - _I""" ... "" .. "'1"'" ., .... ,~ .. S. 
Nol wortcc\ ,M • t .... I-•• t tea .. for '0 ,car •• from •• t Bysal< .. ~, B.-S. 

6. S. (April ,888, A. D.) Dot rcgi.tered.; and LeaH for 2Q leal'8. from 1St Byaak I .I6J to 30th Cboltro ,.86 B. S. a_glltered all tb. lib 
01 1111 .85" 

Tranlferred I>r Mt.lngUI to Ill. Goyerllmebt Ob the .btb Augllat isis. III tompllance "lib lhe oNcr cit the' Govetnment lit -llcnkal. flo. "414, dated 
Jllne .858., 1 r I I 

16tb 

• M.bram (Dope 1101. lit) O •• op SiDB (Ohola f eo .. p SlqlOhola ~ab) "'1.0 yean from .. 65 t. 1184/' stb Brlak 1284 B. S. Not wort.d . .. • L .. le-Regt.tered o1l1he 88th April l'85& Tha Iterl". 
RaJah). B.S. ('7th AprI' .817, A. D.) of tile Lea .. will IInlf b. Ig " ... r. II ... ctoll<d ,ccon!. 

Ins to lb. dal ... 

fran.r.rICa to" 'tdt. 101lU. 10 the Go'HfnMcnt on Ib, lotb Auall't _858, In compllanco wltb'lb. order oltb. G.;crnmeot of Be.sal, !I/o. 1414. dated '6thJIIII' 
1858. I I I " , 

I Mahram (O.pendellt) I Ramlll (Klia Ra1abl_1 Ramoal (Kala RaJab) ... , '0 Y··.. from 1163 to n8s I"'" Joloto .,85 B. 5.\ Not warted. • Leale-Rogl.tered Isrol S.ptember .85', 
B. S. (Mal' U76. A. D.) 

Tranlf .... d b, Mr. ID&UI to tbe GOJCtllm.Dt On .e loth AIIB"a, IIS8. In compilance ",lib the o .. or .f the Gcmrllm.ot of BCllp" No. '414. date •• Glb Jun •• 8S8. 

I I - , I _ " 
II I I . 
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'Names af Dlstncta in Names of Chi.ftains. &c.. .Names of Lessors 01 the 
",bleh the LImestone in control of the Limestone Tracts. Pehods of eXlstmg Lealles. 

Date. af e.p ,ration of 
present Lease. 

Tract. are situated. DIstrict •• 

6 Bhawul (Dependent)... Doo~ah SIng RaJah_ ... 1 Mahomed Ahsud Poorhist 
and Gopal Kflstno Dhur, 
Residents of Pergunnah 
Mahram. In Z,lIah Sylhet. 

I 

. 
4 years from U62 to .. 65 30th Cho;tro ro65~ B. S. 
B. S. (April 13S9' A. D.~ 

Transferred by Mr. Inghs to 
June 1858. 

I 
the Government dnllbe loth Augull 1858, In 'comrance w,th the arder of tbe .Gfvernm.nt-of Bengal, No. 

, Mowdon (Dependent) LaUoo Sordar Khana Wabadadar of Ch'Y'j 8 year. 
10 Po.nJee. B. S. 

from I2Sg to 1J6~ nnd Falgoon U66. B. S. 
(March 186. A. 0.1 

Estimated annnal 
auttom of Lime_ 

stone obtaIned 
from each' 

Tract • 

Not worked ... 

dated 16th 

Not worked ... 

Transferred by Mr. 'IngUI to the Government 011 the loth Augult 18S8, 'II comphance w,th tb. order of the Governmellt of Bengal, No. 1414, dated 16tb I 
June tSSH. • ~ 1 I I 

'. Mowdon (Dependent) LaUoo Slldar ". Soonclar Sing (.0" of Lallo. IS years from u60 to 1274 7th ShraboD "'4 B. 
Sirdar, and otber Zemln. II. S. Uul, 11147, A. D.) 
dar. 0 the place •• 

Tran.lefred by Mr. IIlKh. to the Government Oil the 10tll AIIgll.t 18SS. In ~O!IIl'lIan .. w,th the order of the 
~q~. . Goyernment 01 Bengal, Na. 1414. dated 16th 

• Chey Ia (I1ependent) 

, r I' 

I Mlshee, Bur Sin II and{ 
otber Wahadadarl ... 

I 

Mllbnee, Bhoroneeab. &c"l 
SO Zamondarl of Cbeyla 
Poon)ee. coo nterllgned 
b. Mlshnee alld olberl 
Wabadadars. f 

Ooboot. Oot/,ang, II:c., UJ 
Zamlnc!an of tlultut 
l'oonJce ... ... 

I. yea" from usa to 1170 ( I.t Joilt.. 1>7" B. 
B. S. (lIIay 1863, A. D.} 

I 

s.} I 
Not worked 

:;> 

Remark •• 

Tl'~~~~ ~~~~~~:;~n!iG:a~K;::inoln~~~r~Y w~a!~,!,,~d 
ed a lease of a porti(,D of the Limestone Bed. of Bha 
wul from Raimon S,ng and Dooba ~Ing, Ralahlof tha 
Dlstnct. on the 7th of Maugh 1260 B. S .• fer a penod 0 
5 years from 1261 to 1265 B. S., inclUSive. The Slob 
Lease to Mr loghs is dated the 4th December 1854 
A. D. and It was reglst.red on tbe Bth 01 December 1854 

This ,. B Sub-Lease given to Mr. logh. by Khan. 
Wahadada" who obtained a lease of a portion of the 
Limestone Beds of Mowdon from Oonam C088yah And 
other Zemmdars of that DistrIct on the nnd of Fal .. 
gOOD nSf 8. S. for a penod of I. year. The Sub
Lease to Mr. Inglll 18 dated the '4tb March 185" 
Neither of these document. wal registered. 

I Leale-Regilt.r.d nit JIlIy ,853. The period of thll 
Leue w,ll only be for 14 y ..... If reckoned accord,ng 
to the date •• 

• Separite Lea ... -Nelther 01 them reg,.tered. 



M .... Z,illllm' 'I ... , • 

• 0 Cheyt. (Dependent) I MI.b~ee, Bor Sl~gaod { Lomborlnd Borkhem, ze-} ... years from .OSg '0 "6a,} 50th Cboltro .. ~S B. 
•• • other Wabadadonl ••• mIndoro of Doolao POOD- B. S. (April li~ •• A.D) 

Jce. 

JUS .... glI' l .... 1',...,. 

{ 

Eea"lrrart. OOP~eG 'e •• 'J } 
{ 

Mlobnee, Bor Sing and Zemlnda" 01 ~Iu.tuk •• yean from 1841 to 1860 •••• 
II CherI a (Dependent) other Wahadadarl... Poo.,ee. TerDab PooDJee. A.D.... December 1860, A. D. 

aDd Nokro P 000)" .. , 

Bt,,,,,,gllllillJl Y ,,.<1. 

{ 
Oo,ee and ChOn£lah} Juffer (late) LOlker. Oa!ee} 10 yearl from 1260 to 1170,' 14th POOl I.'" B. s.} 

II Mo"lons (Dependent) Luaken (Sonl 01 tbe ~hrdar. aod OODeyaog B.S. ...J (December I86J. A.D.) 
late Jutler Luaker)... Luoter ... ." 

{ 
Ooje. and Chonillah, 

•• Mo"lons (Dependent) Lalte .. (Sonl 01 tbe ~ Jalfer (lat.) LUlker. BOokoot} JO yeara from 
llle Juller Lalt.r) • ..) Dallol •• .lie. ... u86. B.S. 

un t •• O.} "st Kartld: "8~, B.S. 
(November 18]g. A.D.) 

.. ByruDS (Conquer,W{ IDCcbberrars •• Dr~al.h O,,',} SobaSlnS.Raj.hoICher.a I 6o
B

•Y
S 
••• rafrom ... I.~.lto .JII.} '3.d It.rtlck .311. B.S. 1 

... Uiovemher 1"5. A.D.) 

• ~Not rqllterccI. 

5._ 1 Lea~ot regllteoed. 

.,._ Nov.mber 1850, •• d l7.h MIY 18S8. Tbe p.rlad 01 I •••• 
{

s Leuel_Reglltered On the 6th Mn"e'llber 18'9, 19th 

",Ill only be .g yean If _to •• 4 aceorcllos to tb. datel 
liveo • 

•••• _ • LeaI_Rcg\lterecl On the .sth Noftlllber .'S., 

~ 
:c 
til 

n 
o 
en 
en 
< 
> ::c 
> 
2 
C 

-CO 
tn 
~ 



A P PEN D I X N o. 6-concluded. 

---
LIST 01 Limestone Tracts in tIe C()$syah liills held lly H,s. Sta,lc, ana ollie" T,aaers. flnaer Leases /,om ell, Chieftains anil Eldel's 0/ .,lIe 

D,strrct3 in 'llJhic /J they are situatea. 

Name. of DlstrlCtl wh.re 
tho J.&meotone Tzacta are 

Iituated. 

.. Bbowa! (Depend.nt) 

Namea of Chief tam .. 
&c."ln control ot tbe 

Dlltnct .. 
Name •• f L ...... of tbe 

Llmeatoae Tracts. 

To 
Malo MAR., STAB. 

Date. of expiratloa.af 
prelent Lea... 

{ 
Ralm.n Sing (late) Rajab 1 

••• O.obah Sing ROIJab to. and Doobao Sing (pre. > ., ye_ flam 1260 to U7S.} 10tb Ch.itr. ",6. B.S.} 
lent) RaJab ... ...J B. S. (Ajlrll.S7 •• A. D.) ... 

To 
Ma, lIf. SAlUUBI. 

o 

(De.) Ject Sing R.lab ani) Jcct Sing RaJab BD •• d,} •• yea .. from IIS$to u6s. t lalh AhgraD U'S. B,S •• } 
,'" Kulla I Sing Rajab OO' Kulla!~hng RAJab B.S. J .(OecemberIS.58.A.D.) 

To 
lifO.OIII. MoolIJI. 

• t Dowsrrab Notoonnen} OOilng W.badadar and} t OOlln, Wabadadal and} 9-"eRN from 11551:0 115$. J I .. tli 'Jolll" •• 51. B. S'I 
(Dependeat) ." Lo.l:jola Wabadadar LooI:JoIa Wabadadar... B.S. .oo (JuDe.SSB.A. 1).) OO' 

Esbmated annlla! 
ou ttura of Lima
..atoae obtalDed 
from eacb Tract. 

Moundt. 

Remark •• 

[

a tea .... - •• t Lea.. for, yean from •• t 11,..01: 
1160 B. S. t. 30tb GholUo .. 66 B. SoO not 

1,2q,OOO reg.ltered ; and Leaae for 10 yc:arl from Iqt 

l Byaal: .. 67 B. S. to 30th Cbo.t'o "76 B." •• 
.. g.stered at S)lbet, OD lhe 17th of Seplcm. 
,ber "58. 

teale a.t reS'-t.,e •• 

50_ Lcue not r •• latercd. 

CHERRA POONJEE, 

TAl 141'\ Odolle,. 18S8. } 
(SigD~d) C. K. HUDSON, 

P,incipal Assislanl Commission", 
In cllarge o{CossyaklZna jynlea4 Hills. 

I (True copy) 5. BIRD. 
Head A.rlislll,,10 
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To 

SIR, 

THE COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HlLI,S, 1858• xlvii 

A P PEN D I X N o. 7. 

No. 49 OP 1858. 

THOMAS DILLON, ESQUIRE, M.D., (!}-c., ~c., A.uislul SurgeD", 

In M,dical "'a1'gl Civil Dulies, &&., ell,rra P'D"jee. 

WILLIAM JOSEPH ALLEN, ESQUIRE, C.S., 

MIT/,IJ,r '0/ ,Ir, BDard III R,v",u" 

On DelueatiD" ID NDTI"-Ellsl Fronti,r, &e., &e. 

Dat,d C",rl'fI Poo"j", 121" AuguSsi 18S. 

As I am aware that you are most anxious to become acquainted with the require
ments of this district in every Department, with a view of mllking such sug~estions to 
Government as you may deem most conducive to the public good, I have the honour to 
submit a few observations, with reference to the demands which exist here, for a system, 
on a small scale, of Medical charities, and also to lay before you the trifling expense wbich 
such would entail upon Government, an expense wholly incommensurate with the benefits 
which would result, by providing for the Medical wants of the sick poor. 

The question already mooted as to whether the Natives of these Hills would avail 
themselves of European Medical aid, cannot fairly be negatived without a trial being 
instituted. I myself fully believe that they would by degrees not only avail themselves of 
it, but also highly value such. 

It is said that the percentage mortality amongst the Cossyahs from epidemical diseases 
in their villages is something incredible, but correct data we have no means of arrivin~ 
at; yet when we contemplate on their wretched abodes, the nature of their food, and the 
numerOU$ general influences which exist with them towards propagating that class of 
diseases, we can, without fear of material error, form an idea of the enormous fatality 
attendant, more especially at those periods when the choleraic poison is prevalent. 

In anticipation of your approval or the sanction of Government to the establishment 
of Medical charities here, it would be superfluous to enlarge 

RI. a. Po upon the working of any system of dispensary relief, suffice it at 
~:.~:·c~:~r ... .~ :: present to say, that an outlay of about forty Rupees per montb 
~~i."I':: : :: would be sufficient, as detailed per margin, to maintain tho 

establishment required for a Dispensary here. 

The Government have benevolently shown 3. strong desire to extend the blessings of 
vaccination throughout the land, and are anxious to make a depot here for supplying fresh 
Iy~ph to the districts of Sylhet, Cachar, Assam, and Mymensingb. The Native inoccla
tors are most active opponents to that wish, and generally, I understand, 'visit the villages 
of the Khasiab people when the disease of small-pox is epidemical, and, of course, afford 
a pabulum to the spread of that disease. 

Of the great good conferred upon mankind by vaccination when judiciously av.d care
fully.carried out, the concurrent testimony of numberless Medical men goes to show; but 
in. establishing vaccination here, as in other places, the evils to be contended with arc 
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most disheartening and lamentable, 'illS., the stupid apathy of the natives, their ignorant 
distrust of vaccination as a prophylactic against small-pox, and their wide-spread prejudice 
in favour -of variolous inoculation, a practice which the Legislative at home has justly 
branded as criminal, and I trust the Rulers will, ere long, be able to extend the blessings 
of the compulsory Vaccination Act-now in force in England, Ireland and Scotland, as well 
ao; most Continental States-to this land. In addition to the above evil to be contended 
~ith there is also the fact that the occurrence of small-pox immediately after and appa
rently as a consequence of vaccination has, in a number of cases, been experienced here 
and has ...astly added to the distrust which the natives feel in the vaccine disease as a 
prophylactic. 

The late Doctor Bedford, in a valuable paper of his, on the subject of vaccination, 
&c., &c., has shown that inoculation is attended with very small fatality in the plains of 
Bengal, and other recllrds of experienced Medical observers prove that vaccination in the 
plains of Bengal is a very mild disease, and from' wllat I can learn of those two proph,. 
lactic measures practised upon the inhabitants of these Hills, I infer that the very reverse 
is the case, that inoculation is too violent a prophylactic, as it hall proved at bome, and 
t~at vaccination, when it is successful, is a well-marked disease and is a sufficient safe:
guard against small-pox: 

I have~entered thus into tbe subject to show that most probably vaccination in a Hill 
country is, the safest prophylactic remedy to adopt, and the fatality which bas attendeo it 
here has ~een in consequeuce of injudicious vaccination, for instance children and adults 
being vaccinated whes:t labouring under weakening ailments, which rendl'red their consti. 
tution more susceptible of injurious impressions. If the Government would be pleued to 
sanction dispensary relief, the duties of vaccinator might be made over to the Native 
Doctor (a saving of ten Rupees per month being thereby effected) who being educated, 
would be able to distinguish who were the proper subjects for vaccination, and afford aid 
in case of any consecutive illness occurring after the operation i thus the establishment of 
a Dispensary would assist tbe wishes of Government as regards vaccination. 

In conclusion, I earnestly beg you will take into consideration the advantages of having 
a Cossyab Native Doctor attached to tbe Civil Medical duties of tbis station, and r~com· 

mend that one be sent down to the Medical College for education. A Cossyah in that 
capacity would be a great boon to the sick prisoners and to the people in general. 

1 feel ,much obliged to you for permitting me officiallT to make the. above observa· 
tions, and I trust it ,will,pot be ,supposed that they are hazarded by any personal motive. 
It- ~would' be a subject of ~uch pleasure to me if I could induce the Hill people of this 
dIstrict to reap the advantages which dispensary relief would afford, and to establisb a 
system which would be the means of considerably improving their moral and physical 
condition, and with your'approval and recommendation, I have no doubt that Government 
will sanction the establishment of a cbarity so urgently called for by the interest. of 
humanity. 

I have the bonour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

THOMAS DILLON, M.D., Asse. Burrto". 
M.R.C.S.E., M.R.L H., 

/" Medical Charr' of Ci'IJil Medi&al dillies al Che"a Poo"jee. 
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most disheartening and lamentable, v"s., the stupid apathy of the natives, their ignorant 
distrust of vaccination as a prophylactic against small-pox, and their wide-spread prejudice 
in favour ilf variolous inoculation, a practice which the Legislative at home has justly 
branded as criminal, and I trust the Rulers will, ere long, be able to extend the blessings 
of the compulsory Vaccination Act-now in force in England, Ireland and Scotland, as well 
a., most Continental States-to this land. In addition to the above evil to be ('ontended 
with there is also the fact that the occurrence of small-pox immediately after and appa
reotly as a consequence of vaccination has, in a number of cases, been experienced here 
and has TastJy added to the distrust which the natives feel in the vaccine disease as a 
prophylactic. 

The late Doctor Bedford, in a valuable paper of his, on the subject of vaccination, 
&c" &c., has shown that inoculation is attended with very small fatality in the plains of 
Bengal, and other records of experienced Medical observers prove that vaccination in the 
plains of Bengal is a very mild disease, and from' wllat I can learn of those two proph,
lactic measures practised upon the inhabitants of these Hills, I infer that the very reverse 
is the case, that inoculation is too violent a prophylactic, as it hall proved at home, and 
that vaccination, when it is successful, is a well-marked disease and is a sufficient safe
guard against small-pox: 

I have-entered thus into the subject to show that most probably vaccination in a Hill 
country is the safest prophylactic remedy to adopt, and the fatality which has attenderl it 
here has been in consequellce of injudicious vaccination, for instance children and adults 
being vaccinated when labouring under weakening ailments, which rendt'red their consti. 
lution more susceptible of injurious impressions. If the Government would be pleased to 
sanction dispensary relief, the duties of vaccinator might be made over to the Native 
Doctor (a saving of ten Rupees per month being thereby effected) who being educated, 
would be able to distinguish who were the proper subjects for vaccination, and afford aid 
in case of any consecutive illness occurring after the operation; thus the establishment of 
a Dispensary would assist the wishes of Government as regards vaccination. 

In conclusioD, I earnestly beg you will take into consideration the advantages of having 
a Cossyab Native Doctor attached to the Civil Medical duties of this station, and recom
mend that one be sent down to the Medical College (or education. A Cossyah in that 
capacity would be a great boon to the sick prisoners and to the people in general. 

I feel much obliged to you for permitting me officiallT to make the. abcwe observa
tions, and I trust it will not be supposed that they are hazarded by any personal motive. 
It ,would be a subject of much pleasure to me if I could induce the Hill people of this 
dIstrict to reap the advantages which dispensary relief would afford, and to establish a 
system which would be the means of considerably improving their moral and physical 
conditioD, and with your approval and recommendation, I have no doubt that Government 
will sanction the establishment of a cbarity so urgently called for by the interest of 
humanity. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

THOMAS DILLON, M.D., Asst. Burgeo". 
M.R.C.S.E.. M.R.L H., 

/" Medieal CAarg' Df Ci1Jil Mldital dillies al CAerra Poo"jet. 
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STATISTICAL RErVRV oftlu Dollolesltips find Oz'st,.ie/'s In e~e 'Jaineifl Hills, dow;n! also tit" num;e' of Dolloies, Siraars find ot/,e,. 
Gove"nm~nt Officzals IHd the estimated proauce oJ tkeir Se,vice Lands and ehe Raj or & Government Lands f,"merly oelonging to the 
J"nt~ak Rajah. ,"-

!§ I EstilJlated annual 'P:"O-

., I 

~ iii Government and other Officials. 
.... 

.. ~ OJ .. ~o 
blI !II '0. t:J vi ':;! ~ :s 

duce of Paddy obtain· "0 

0 0 "Oc 
Name, of Dol. 

.;; ::c ed from Service Lands c~j Remarks. - ,. 
.;J loieshlps and ~ ~ A Iii .. iii held b~ Government ... ·~c .. ... .. • 2 iii ui 0 iii J: .c o cia Is. .. illslncts. .. OJ .!! .. .Ii .. .. c '" ~ ..- .. 
~ ~ .0 ..§ :;; 0 "0 '" .~ j .0 e E 
E E E ~ 

~ 
blI 0.:: 0 

E_ E 0. "5 "E c III 0 0 :s :s :s 0 :s '" J: J: 0 i 0 .. Z Z Z 'l. 0 iii c. ..:I a:l U Q £-0 

I Ma,mdl. 
/ 

(Dolloies ... 
601 (rhis is an extensive district, c:omprisin~ both high I Pathors ... 50 

Sever~1 pieces.' 
I and low lands. and tOlerably well cultivated. It 

J tungdeos ::: ;:r I extends on the .North to Zillah NQl!gong: of 
1 Nurteng .. 26 7C1lG 3449 r 0 2 10 9 2 4 28 ~ Bashans number not { Assam. lind there are several vIllagl!S of Mee\irs I Chootiahs ... 10 known ... . settled on the forest lands in that direction, and 

Dhoohahs ••• 25 l they pay a sm",U tax to the DOlloie it is ~aid. 
The Dolloie also derives Fees and Fmes bom 

LTotal ... 235) investigating cases. 
-- -------------- ---- - --------------- -

I MaufltU. 

rDnlloies ... 251 [!hi," tho ..... ",p",~"i,""" in tho ,,,~.b . 
rh~ 

. .. I~ I Hills. ,The lands are rot considered to be very 
Pashan! ... fertile. but they are of great extent. 1 he Fe~ple 

I Joowaie ... :II 1.235 15.811 I 0 I 8 19 7 3 39 Chootiahs ... :t I piece ." are rraders and p.)rters, and a numbeor 0 t em 
Dhoohahs ... ire emplolea"at therra lSO<'nj~.and at the Coal 

I ' -I mmes of akBdong. The Dollole·s perqul5iles 
Total ... 53) 1 are derived from BAzar Dues, and Fees and 

I Fineos Cro'11 ioveslig.ung cases, from which h, 
.. ·I-:UI7.W 9,3:11 1-2 

.-~- ---- - r-- L obtains very f .. ir emoluments. 
Can-ied over 0 31 18 28 9 7 61 

... 
00 
til 
00 . 
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Names of Ocl. f; :t - - c 0 !oleships and '0 0 
.~ .. .. .. .. Districts. .. OJ .. oD oD oD -; E E E 0-:s " :II 0 :z z z 0.. 

I 
Brought forward 47 1,941 9,321 

3 Ralleeallg ... 29 620 2,082 

-- - -----
4 Sootoongah ... 9 196 661 

- ---- -----

5 Munsow ... I 246 671 

A P PEN D I X No. 8--eontinued. 

1$ 

.. , 
Government and other Officials. .. > 

u 0 
.~f.:).,; - E~timated allr.ua! pro· 

duce of Pad,ly obtain. -a] 
ed from Service l.ands 'S~j 

III vi ,,; beld bb Government >-
:i .,; 0 ~ ..c ..c 

fficlals, t:2 ; vi .. .~ as .. .. 
] .. 0 -a .. (5 :s oD"E 

"C -= 
be ..c 

" 
ii eUe 

"0 co <II 0 .. 
Ii! :s .. ..c ..c 0 ,,- t 

0 in ,.J :xl U Q i-o ZO 

Maund,. 

2 0 3 18 28 9 1 67 

r Donoies ... 
.® 1 I Pathors ... 50 

Bashans ... 20 
I 0 3 6 11 2 4 27 

1 
Choollahs 10 About 1$0 
Dboohahs 10 pieces ... 

Total ... 190 oJ 

~ -- - -1-' i- ------------
, I {There are no uervice J Govern· No 

I 0 I I 2 0 2 1 Lands bere ... ment Lands. 

~ ~ -- - --- ---- I~-
Ma.und,. 

rmm~ "'~1 Pathors ... 20 
Lungdeos ... 60 

I 0 I' I • 8 I 0 12 Bashana ••• 10 2 pieces , .. l Chootiahs ... _5_ 

Total ... uS) 

16 

Remarks. 

{ Th!. 0 ... " " _n "Ill ......... th. ,"", ON 
fertile and generally of a fOod description. The 
DoUole's perquisites are rrom Fees and Fllles for 
investigating cases, and rents obtainpd from the 
Government lands which are under hi, charge. 

-- -I This District is thinly populated. The lands are 
poor and unproductive, The Dollole'. perqlli. 
lites are small and denved rrom Buaar Dllel 
and Fees and Fines lor investigating cases. 

------- --

{This Is a small District I but it is fairly cultivated, 
l'he Dolloie', perquisites are derived as above. 

-
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6 SeelaYf!1untang 

7 Lakadong 

"'8 Sampoong 

9 Nongklay 

" 8 428 

8 Ig8 750 

8 394 1.474 

'\ 

I 

I 1 
I 

I 

o 6 9 7 

\ o 0 4 
'\ 

o , 1 

o 2 S :I 

4 

o 

o 

(Ponoies 
Maunds • 

... sol 

.. 30 I 

... 40 I Pathors -
Lungdeos 

28 ~ Hashans 

l
Cl-Ootlahs 
Ohooliahs 

... IS > About 20 pices 
10 [ 

7 

'''-~J 
Tot~l 15~ 

fThere are no Service} No Govern
l.. Lands here ... ment Lands. 

Maunds. 

I Pathors 20 
(Dolloie! ... 601 

IS Bashans ... 10 t
LlIngdeos' ::: 20. No Govern

ment Lands. Chootlahs ... 5 I 
, Ohoohahs ... ~ J 

Total ... 125 

{
There are no Service} No Govern-

II Lands here ... ment Lands. 

-- ----------.---~-
Carried over ... :-. 4.404 170453 9 0 II 39 " 25 \,19 174 

{

;fhiS is a good-sized District, and well cultivated. 
I and the lands are Irrll(atewd give fair returns . 

The D01iO~perqlilslteS arederilled from Fees 
and FlOes. There are no Bazaar dues. , 

(This District is cultrvatcd to a small e'(tent, but the 
II people are well oil owing to the Coal MlOes belO~ 

~
. sItuated in It, \\Mre they readily cbtaln employ- : 
, menLo The DolIOle's .perqulslte~ are demed 
I from Bazaar due~ and ~'ee$ and I'lnes. There 

l are LlIl'estone beds her.e leased by Government 
to Mr. H. Inglis. 

(This is a I:uge District, but the only irrigated fields 

l
in it are th ose of the service lands of offiCials. 
the rest of the country is exceedln gly barren and 
the soil IS vc:v poor. The DeJDle are chiefly 

l 
Traders. 5 be Ilazaac here'l a very large one, 

- and .lheollole's perqui~ites are d .. rived from 
Bazaar Giles and FlOes and ForfeItures. 

(This District lies along the banks of the ,Kossili 
~~veJ:. which separates it from N ol'th \: acnar. 

e counlry is nearly aU covered With heavy 
tree jungle in whIch the Meekirs, who have 
emigrated from North Cachar, have settled. The 
lands are ferltle and are (ulti~aled WIth RIce 
and Cotton. 1'here is no Bazaar here, and the 
Dollo.e's perquisites are der.ved from Fines 
and Fees merely. He used to take taxes from 
the Meek.r emigrant .. but they have been assesa
ed during the last two years by the Govern
ment, and now pay a house-lax. There are 
Limestone beds here a lonr way inland not 
leased to .D)' person as yet. ' 

-_. 



~ APPENDIX No. 8 -concluded. = _. 

I I 2 
J 31 4 \'5 I 6/ 71 81 91 10 III \12 \ 13 / 14 I 15 , 15 

iii -. !l oj Government and other Officials . oc 
, u .. ., :b ·c b.Q VI 

\ ~ " Estimated annual pro- ... > :n 0 .,0 

C Names of Dol- ;; - duce of Paddy obtain- 'ii.r,:) .. ... _ "'0 

'0 lo.esh.ps and - '0 C iii iii iii ed from Service Lands O'tl c Remarks. 0 .... Districts. 0 0 iii .c held be) Government .. .. .. .~ .. oj .c t'iI..J .. 1.1 .. uI .. c .!! .!! 1.1 .. 'tI fficlais. .Q>" .Q .Q .Q ;; :2 .. 0 ." 

I~ "8 e E E ~ 

~ 
b.Q .c '3 e::: c 

Q, 'S "'0 c ., -1.1 

" " " 0 .. " ." .c 0 " "E Z Z Z C10 Q en C10 ..J ~ Q i-o ZU 
I . -

Brought forward 112 4,404 170453 9 0 II 39 71 25 19 174 . Al4untl, . 

(Dolloies ... 150')' 

r"h"" ... '001 fbi. I,. "'" Diotrict, ,.. R" ..... ... I, 
Nong Joongee .•• 482 1.563 6 LUl'IgdpQS ••. 10(' 

40 pieces it. The Uolloie's cerquisites are derived from 10 5 .J 0 I 5 :I 0 IS B"h'" ... "'J ... Eazaar dues al'ld ees and Fines in decldmg , Chooliahs ••• ~ and settlmg cases. 

I L Total..·410 

j 

Amwai { There lire no Service J No Govern- [Tbi. I .. "'" t- ~''''Y' 'he ~il I. "..n, ". 
11 ... 1 135 553 I 0 0 5 5 0 0 II Lands here. ment Land •. hardlv an)t il'lg can be cultivated on it. The . Dulillie's perquisilts are derived merely (rom 

Fees and Fmes in decl!!mg cates. 

Alauntll. , 

[''''''' ... so') 
Pathors ... 30 I fh" " • .m." D .... , bot "'l: lot"', th' R'~ Lunj!'deos ... 30 

12 Maskort ... J 44 122 I 0 I I :I 0 , 7 Eashans . .. 20 > No Govern- lands are thp best In the Hili. The Dolloie's 
Dhooliahs ••• 10J ment Landa. perquisites are derived from Fees and Fines ~n 

\ decldmg cases. . 
l Total ... 140 

--



13 Rombai ... 10 558 2,751 I 0 

14 Nongbah ... 2 229 1,128 I 0 
, 

15 Norpo ... 8 23 951 I 0 

16 
{ C:ath ~athorl 

Poonlee 5 135 620 0 I 

------------
Carried over 144 6,240 25,11 1 IS I . 

. 

2 6 8 6 0 2~ { There are no serViCe} 
LaRds here ... 

Maunds 

r Donoies ... 50 

I Pathors ... 30 
2 2 9 0 2 16 ~ Lungdoes ... 60 

Bashans ... 20 
I Dhooliahs ... 10 

L --
Total ... 170 

I 4 2 4 0 12 {There are no service J 
Lands here 

0 
j j J 0 

{There are no service} 
I Lands here ... 

. l-.----

··l·~! 37t ·,1·" 18 

No G~J {'M' ;, .. H"".i~ D"',ict, b., ".laod •• re o' • 
ment Land' very poor deSCription. J:h~ inhabitants are 1 ~eat Traders. ]:he DoHOIe's perquIsites are 

L emieattiiin-re'es and FlOes in decldmg cases. 

rhi. • ",,"d~i~d Di •• "" .. ,~, .. 00 high 
ground, but It has a very fair proportion of 
IrrIgated lands, and the quantity of grain pro-

19 pieces ... duced IS generaIly sufficient for the population. 
The DolIOle's perquisites -are denved from 
Bazar due~. Fees and Fmes in deCIdIng cases. 

-

(This District is very extensive, but thinlv popu-j ,..... ,,~,.'" .. greo< d~' of ._< j.og'" 
which is cut down and cultIVated with Cotton 
and Pepper. The DoollOle's perquisites are 
derived from taxes on people who come from 

No Govern- the plains for Bamboos. Timbers and Grass and 
menL Lands. l from Fees and FlOes in decldmg cases. The 

Limestone-beds of Morally PoonJee, situated in 
thiS Dlstnct. have been leased by Government 
to Mr. Inglis. 

3 Betel nut (This District is moderately planted with Betelnuts 
and Paw n ! .od P •••• n ..... ,"0' hu.'J' .... b ,"'"-
Gareens. vation, but no Paddy. It overhangs the piams 

OT"]}iiteah. There are no Government OffiCials 
except the Sirdar, whose perquisItes are derived 
from Fees and FInes in deCiding cases. 1 he 
Limestone-beds of Letting and Choon Cherra, 
situated in this DIstrict, have been leased by 
Government to Mr. Inglis. 
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.~ ui ui 
ti ~ § 
0 .!!! 

~ 
0 

"0 Names of Dol- :%: 

loieships and "0 '0 c 
b .. b 

.2 ui DlstEicts. iii .0 '" '" e .0 -e "'3 ~ E ::s p. 
Z ::s ::s 0 

Z Z g,. ~ 

Brought forward 144 6,240 25,141 15 

17 Sath Poonjee ... 9 534 2.781 0 

18 Darrang Peonjee I IS1 734 0 

A P PEN D I X N o. 8--concluded. 

7 9 10 II 12 13 14 IS 

Government and other Officials. 
... . 
9C 
.. b 

Estimated annual pro- ~~ 
·Q.O duce of Paddy obtained 

from Service Lands ... aI 
ui III ui held by Government 

0.., -g 
ui '" ui "i 1i .... !t "! ui 0 c Officials. "'01-5 .., ·c ~ Ii os ai .0> .. 

~ 
1>11 

1 0 0 E,cc "0 c 0 '0 ::s:; L1 .. ::s .c .c 
zuE iii oJ CQ U ~ E-< 

I 18 62 10 3 37 22 259 

9 rfhereareno Service[ Betel.nuts 2 
5 0 0 2 2 

1 
and Pawn Lands here ••• l Gardens ... 

. 

I {There are no Service { I Betel-nut 
I 0 0 0 0 0 and Pawn Lands here .. , Garden ... 

16 . 

RZM1R&S. 

I 

I 
fThiS District is also planted moderately \\ith Betel 

n~ts and Pawn, and cultivated wnh ~;r;~ 1 
no Paddy cuilival.on. The perqui~ites ate 
Sirdars are derived from Fees and Fines In decid-

1 
ing cases. The lands eICtend for some distAnce 
along the Southern base of the Jynteah Hills. 
The Lime-stone bed. of Nonglahmln. IIrc I 

situated in this District, have been II'a-ed by 
Government to Mr. Inglis., 

fbi' .m.1I Di,tri"" _II ~Itl .... d with B~.· 
nuts; it is situated along the Southern base o( 
the Jyntf'ah Hills to the east of Khyrim. There 
are no Government officials except the Sirdar, 
whose perquisites are derived from Fees and 
Fines in deciding cases. 
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, 
, 

{DOmiOh and} 
19 ranch Poon-

6 365 1,126 life . • .• 0 6 0 0 7 . 

--------------- ---_ .... 

20 Pecha. or Poonjee 1 2S 144 0 0 0 0 0 

.. 
-------------_. --

TOlal ... 161 7,315 29,926 IS 13 18 63

1

112 

(UERR" POONJ!!, 

.' 

{There are no service f Govern-4 0 17 No . Lands here - ... ment Lands. 

----

0 0 o I There are no servic-'l Nn Govern-
Lands here ... ment Lands. 

---- --
43 23 286 

(This 'strict extends along the Southern base of 
I the Jy eah Hills from Soopar Poonjee on the I West to he Khyrim District on t he East. The 

10\\ er rartges of the ~lIs are thickly cultivated 
with Betel~nuts. ! he e are also Orange Gardens 
and Jack frUit trees in some places. The only 
Gram cullivated is Murwah on the sides of the 
Hills, but there are also plam lallds attached 

{ to the dIstrict in which a colony of Munee-

I 
poorees have settled, who cultivate Rice and 
Mustard Seed there, and pay ground rent to the 
Sirdars. The Sirdars' perquIsItes are also deriv-
ed lrom Bazaar dues, a duty of 40th part of the 

l 
Hetel-nuts sold by the p~ople, and Fees and Fmes 
in decidmg case;. The Lime-stone beds of Bur 
Poonjee and Dot mar Poonjee in thl~ District 
have been leased by Government to Mr. Inglis. 

-
(This Village is situated on a Halabadee grant given I to one Jynteah Ko.ahree, Sister of the Ex-Rajah 

of Jynteah, and the lllnds brought under cultlva-
{ tion in the grant are asse&sed at the rates current I for similar lands in the plams of Jynteah. The 

lands pertaimng to the Village he on the banks of 
the Teehong River. There are no Government 

L Officials ill the village. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal .f ssisla,,' C,mm;ss;oner, 
III darge 0/ Cossyah and Jyn/eat. Hil/s. 

{True copy) 
S. BIRD, 

lIead Assistant, 
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Ivi REPORT ON THE ADMiNISTRATION OF 

A P PEN D I X NO.9. 

To 

CAPTAI~ LISTER, 

Commanding the Sylkel Ligk' In/antry. 

SIR, 

As Chand Manick has performed that part of his engagement he lately made 
with as, in liquidation of his fine, which bound him to pay to us in money 1,000 Rupees, 
it seems to me desirable to give back to him the country we took from Bur Manick, South 
of the Bogha Panee. I cannot imagine that the country can be of any use to us, but no 
doubt the restoration would be very acceptable to him, and it would give him the means 
and the will to fulfil the rest of his engagement, the constructiorr of a road from Cherra to 
Mooleem. He would find the greater interest in the work, as very nearly the whole road 
after this restoration would pass through his own country, and he would be able to avail 
himself of the lIervices of the villages South of the above River. 

2nd.-Should you see no objection to this, 1 beg you will have the goodness to make 
over the country to him, on condition as usual that we shall be at liberty to choose a spot 
anywhere within the tract in question (or a sanitarium, should this ever seen desirable, or 
place Military Departments anywhere we may consider it necessary to secure the peace 
of the country. 

3"d.-1 enclose, for your information, a copy of the terms made by Bur Manick with 
Mr. Scott, and on delivering Over the before-mentioned tract to Chand Manick, you will 
be so good as to let him know that 1 shaIl be happy to enter into arrangements to fulfil 
the five articles of those conditions, which promised to allow him some land near the 
Haut at Sonapoor, whenever you report that the road before alluded to has been made to 
your satisfaction. 

POLITICAL AGENT'S OFFlcr, } 
N. E. FRONTIER) GOWHATTEE ; 

The 17'h May 1834. 

lLave, &c., 

(Signed) F. JENKI~S, 

Agene 10 'he G01ler.o,. Gen'<:,.l. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 



TH~ COSSYAH AND JVN.TEAH HILLS, 1858. Jvti 

-A P PEN D I X N o. 9 A. 

EXTRACT 0111 LeU(r fro", Cap'4t"n F~ '}edi"s-.. • Aged 14 141' G07/,""Ol' C""rd, 
Norlh-BlUt Ft:fJ11lier, tQ In.e address of C. E. Trl7lu2aJl, J:sfJ·, D~,,'y Slfrctllr7 
to ~h' G07lernmel.t, daled the 15/h Odoher 1834 • 

• 

81k. ....... Jn the 6th. paragraph. of Mr. Scott's lette, ot the 9th April J830, t.hat Gentf.rman 
prop,os,ed to ex.cept (rom t.he lands, tQ be teetored. to Rajah Bur Mankk,. of Kbyrirn, 
'MQoleem and a. tr,act Qf count')! E •. and 5., of the Omeyong Rinr, which Mr. S. cOll6ideredl 
a, d.esi,rable tract. 0 f, ground to rf'ser,ve for Cantonments. "fhis' mfOasure Wlls, approved of· 
by Goyernment in their lette( of the 7th May following, It would appear- from· 
Mr. Scott's letter that a Jlromise had been made to the inhabitants to retain them lIode, 

,t.he Ben&al Government. but all the traCi:t E. and 5., of the Omeyong* is now armosD totally 
deserted, it is mostly very barren land, ancl was chiefly inhabitecl by iron-smeltus, who 
h~\(e probably ~emoved from, the ruin. of their trade by, the free imp.ortalion .f B\"ltislt 
1,0 n.. M,oQleeJJ'l., which i$ North of the- Omeyon~ had returned already to the Jurisdictionl 
<If Bur Mallick before my arriv,tl.o Vo!JJntary o.r how the- RajQhl re-assumed the control 
over.th~ village., I, ~rn IJpt ~watie; Lilt L conside&l that the i .. babjtants bave no abjection. 
to the. authority exercis~<L by the Rajah. and l would beg to recommend. that this village 
and t.he lands Soutb oft tbe River shQuld: be res,'ored to the Rajah. This.. tract of wallll!' 
is. perfectl" us~les~. WI USj and" it .maYf !.think, be beneficial. to place it under tlur respon· 
sible charge of a powerful C;;hief, and the- behaviour, of, lh~ Rajah. and bi •. sons. hal beerr 
such as to,merit, in my opinion, th~ favour tbis restoration,wilJ appear to bim. The road 
from' Cherra tOlMopleem Jies.throughUhis tract, and if in tbe possession 01 the Rajalr be 

. may be able. to re-establisltthe vjJIages. along the route and. keep the rORd in rppair. 
Captain, Lister joins; with me ill opinioDl that the· retention of the tract by us can be of DO 

utility, the Rajab, being bound to.alh)" ItS tQ.estabJish pOJts in any pad of tbe country. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Prinei pal A ss;sta nt Commissioner. 

In darge of Cossa1ak .nd Jyntean Hill,. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head AlSlSlant • 

• Omeeam or Rogah Panee.-(Signed) C. K. H. 

IR 



Iv iii REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

A P PEN 0 I X N o. 9 B • 

• EXTRACT Iro'" a Letler from ehe Depuey Se~retll"'Y el} Gove,.lI."ent in 'he Political 
Depareme,,', lIIIke address of ehe Age,,' eo 'he Gover1lo,. GeneTal, dalel tke 30tk 
Octo"'" 1834. 

PARA 2nd. - Tbe Honourable the Vice-President in Council al'proveS' or your sugges
tion to depate Captain Lister for tbe pur?ose of effecting such a commutation of the finE's 
now due from several of the Cossyah Chiefs as may be suitable to their means, and to the 
degree of punishment which has been already inflicted upoa them, and you are authorized 
to issue the necessary instructions tohptain Lister with a view to the accomplishment of 
this object. 

4tk.-His Honor in Councii has no objection to the measure recommended by you in 
the concluding paragrapb of your letter, o[ restoring to the Rajab of Khyrim, Mooleem 
and the tract of country East and South of the Omeyong River, reserved by Mr. Scott, 
provided the inhabitants approve of the transfer. This, however, is a point which 
deserves particuler attention; the more so as Mr. Scott states in his letter, dated the 19th 
April 1830, that the reservation was made in compliance with a stipulation made with the 
inhabitants soon after the place was occupied by our Troops, that in the event sf their 
coming in, they should not be again placed at the mercy of their former Chiefs, but 
remain subjl'ct to Government under tbe immediate orders of th~ir Lungdeo and ViIiage 
Council of Elders. If under the circumstanC'es you still consider it desirable to act 
l,Ipon your proposition, it is desired that you Will adopt such measures With a view 
to ascertain the wishes of the inliabitants of the tract in question, whatever their number 
may bel as wIll leave no doubt as to the real state of feeling with which the transfer would 

'be regarded by them. and report the re5ult (or the information of Government, \\heD 
luch fUrLher orders will be communicated to you as the occasion may seem to require. 

(True extract) 

(Signed) F. JENKINS, 

Age,,' to 'ke Gove,.~eral. 
(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

P,ine;pd Assistant Commisslone,., 

/n d.rge of C(lssyak and JJ'nleak Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assisbnt. 



To 

THE. COSSVAH AND JVNTEAH HILLS, 1858• lilt 

1\ P PEN D I X N o. I O. 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

" 
" 

MR. HARRY INGLIS. 

(COpy) 
I. • 

H. INGLIS. 

\ 

MISHNEE WAHADA~(\R. 
OOAHN KHANA SOOMEN WAHADADAR. 
~UR SIN.G WAtIADADAR. 
OOKSAN WAHADADAR. 

TH~, written agreement of Mishnee Wahacladar, Ooahn Khana Soomen Wabad~. 
dar, Bur Singh W~had~d~r, and Odksan Wahadadar, residents of Cheyla Poonje~, givel1 
to the following p!l~port. • 

Mr. Scott having demanded from us a sum of Sicca Rupees 3,000 OD account of a 
fine to the Government, w,hich, we are ucable to pay, we have received this sum of Sicca 
Rupees 3,000 (Three Thousand Sicca Rupees) from you and voluntarily give you this 
agreement,to .the ~ffect th.at we have sold you the whole of the Oranges that may be 
produced'within our jurisdiction of Cheyla Poonjee for a period of firteen years·from 1238 
B. S. to 1252 B. S., and we are'to receive for the value of our Oranges at the rate of 
21 Rupees p~r Cossyah 100 from the ~Ist of Cartick to the IStb of Ahgran 1238 B. S. 
2nd Rate, 2£ Rup~es per Cossyah 100 from the 26th to 30th of AhgraD. 3"d RIlII 
3 Rupees per Cossyah 100 fr~m the 1St to the 15th of Pous. 4H Rate, 3! Rupees per 
Cossyah 100 from the 16th to the 30th of Pous. Sell RaIl, 31 Rilpeee per Cossyah 100 
kom the 1st to the 15th of Maugh. 6th Rale, 3£ Rupees per Cossyah 100 from the 16th 
to the 30th of Ma,!gh . . 7t"_.Batl, A _Rupees per Cossyab 100 from the ut of Falgooll 

• until the e~piration of the qrange season •. 
Whenever this Gentleman may make any demand on us, the Cossyab Agents on our 

part will gather the Oranges from the trees in the Orangeries and brin~ them to the 
Gentleman's Sudder Bazar Ghaut, where they will be delivered to his Gomashta, and a 
receipt taken for them, and we also agree that the Agpnts shall receive the price of the 
Oranges from this Gentleman's firm and grant receipts for the same. 

We promise to sell our Oranges only to this Gentleman's firm during the period 
stated, and not to dispose of thenltoaiiy-OtherTraders, Speculators, Merchants, or in. 
dividuals, nor will any of the Cossyahs belonging. to our jurisdiction of Cbeyla Poonjee 
sell them. 

We have sold to this Gentleman, witbout reserve, as many Oranges as may be pro· 
dnced annually within the period mentioned for th~ aforesaid sum, and we are also to 
receive the price of the Oranges every year at the rates above specified, and if we fail to 
give this Gentleman the Oranges when he requires us to do so, we will make good the 
losses in his Trade, and if anything perchance befall this Gentleman, which may Providence 
forbid, we maintain this compact and transact business with any heirs he may leave, and 
if anything should happen to ~s, which may Providence also avert, our beirs will uphold 
the terms of this agreement and carryon transactions with this Gentleman's firm and if 
any of us should not be retained in our Wahadadarships, such of us as continue in office 
and those on whom the offices :nay be conferred, wiIJ carryon this Gentleman's business. 
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If any disputes should otCllr 4uriog t~e abovo statqd,·p~iod regarding this traffic in 
Oranges by which the Gentleman may sustain any losses, we will submit to tbe I('gal 
erders of the Fouzdary Court 01 Zilla Sylhet, and make reparation for them, and we fOllr 
Wahadadars are to receive annually f(~m, t~~ Gentleman, during the stated period, our 
Dustooree at the rate of 10 Puns of Cowries* per Cossyah 100. 

We have personally received'tb;fu"~;ount in ca~h of the above-mentioned sums 
and each Coosyab 100 is equal to 3,000 (Three Thousand) Oranges according to 13engalee 
reckoning. 

~f. t~i~ <;ientle~a~ shouJd wisb to purchase Oranges from us after the expiration of 
this period, we p,ro,~ise to sell them to him and not to dispo$e of tbem 10 any other 
party. To which effect we have ~~ecute4 tbis agreement on this 5th day of Falgoon 
123613. S., 15th February 1830' 

W"tnesses. 

Soobit.t:Jarain K.or, re~i4en~ o.f, Pergunnab 
, I;>acca Duc~in. 

Mabomed Ansor, resident of Pergunnah 
Dacca Duckin, now at Pergunnab !dah
.ram, Moazah Noabgollg. 

Wi/.."essel. 

Moh,esram. Deb, reside~t of fergunnab 
Ponebok Nondo Khollah. 

Sheik Bcrrai, resident of Pergunnah 
Borakheeab, Mouzab Mookeer Gong. 

(Tru,e t~ansJa~ion oJ. thtl B,eng~lee Qeed) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

P"'-",etpal Assirtan' Cfltl,m;ssiQne" 

/" (lza'KIA "C,ss,d anti. '1yneea" Hi//s. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 
Befld AwsllZnl • 

• ~qual to,Two a~nllS.'<Signecl},C •. K. HlldJ!ln, 
• 
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A P PEN D I X N o. II. 

Ael"DfIIledged 6t/Ir' "" eMs tlay i. DJt'II CDU" 6y Burtloloi" WanatlaJa, oj CAe,lfI 
PODnie" IU Ais voluntary ad a"d tlud. 

Rrgistered at i past 4 P.M., this 19th day of September 18S1, at Cherra Poonjee. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Allistan, Commissioner a' C!Je"a PODniu. 

e (Signed) BURDOLOIE WAHADADAR. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 
Principal Assislane Commission,r al CI""a Poonju. 

Regisltrtd No. II of 18S7. 

TO 
MR. HARRY INGLIS, of CHERRA POONJEE. 

THIS'bond is indited by Burdoloie, Wahadadar of the Cheyla Poonjee Territory, 
to the foUowing purport. 

The whole of the OraD2e Gardens pertaining to the Territory of myself and the 
other Wahadadars haying been under lease to your firm for a long period, and,as you 
have held possession of them and carried on a trade in Oranges by virtue of that lease, 
Jlgreeably to which'I and the o,ther Wahadadars have annually received rent from your 
firID, calculated at tbe rata o~~~.2~~~-tJoo Oranges according to Cossyah, reckon
lpg, and it is shown from the accounts of this rent, bearing my seal and signature, and 
compared and dosed up to the 16th of May 18S7, that you have to receive and 
1 have to pay you for my own share a sum of 167 Rupees; and also by another account, 
dated the 8th of June of that year, and compared. and closed with my seal, that I have to 
pay, and you have to rec' .. • a sum of Rs. 603-IS-S, making up an aggregate- amount of 
Rupees 1,370-IS-S due b. .. on these two accounts; and as I am now unable to liqui
date this debt in ca~h, an'h ~c:quire a further loan of money, I have at my own request re
ceived 2~0 Rupees in cash from your firm, making up, together with the balance of Rupees 
1,370-I5-S due on the former two accounts, a total of Company's Rupees 1,620-15-5 (Come 
pany's Rupees Sixteen hundred and Twenty, Fifteen Annas, and five Piel for which sum 
J herepy write this bond, I5tating that I promise to repay tbe whole of this original sum 
within one year, with interest thereoD, calculated at the rate of t!~_Rupee!J per cenl, per 
mensem up to datf',_ and to reclaim tlie bond, and in the nent of my not being able to 

liquidate -tbe whole amount at once, such sums as I repay from tjme to time will be enter
ed by me on the back of tbe bond, and any pther receipts and acknowledgments I may 
produce will not be admissible and the lease, under which you hold possession, as stated 
/lbove, of the whole of tbe Orange Gardens, pertaining to the Territory of myself and the 
pther Wabadadars, Will ~ontinue in force iq the same manner, even after the expiratioa 

~~ 
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of its term, until the amount of this ~d shall have ;been paid, and I and my successors 
shall not be able to raise any objections to this, and if we should do so they are not to 
be atte!)ded to. To which end I have ~ec:uted this -deed. Dated the 19th of September 
1857 A.D., corresponding with the 4th of Assin 1264 B.S, 

Written 6y 
RAMSUNKER DUTT, 

Gen"al Mooltia,. 

BEFORE MR. C. K. aUDSON, P,ineipal Aw'slan' Comm"ss"one,. 

Burdoloie Wahadadar having appeared in persoll and presented this deed, acknow
ledging.the terms speeified thereil), it has been registered at i past 4 P.M. on this 19th of 
September 1857, corresponding with the 4th of Assin 1264 B. S. 

(Signed) 

II 

IJ 

" 

Wit1lC88etl ~y' 

Gaur. Kissore- Deb, General Mooktiar, now resid ing at Cherra Poon jee. 

I Nil:tanund Dhur,'noW' residi~'at Cherra. Poonjee. 

Berrajohn Doloie, residing at Cherra Poonjee. 

Dewan of Moosmai. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

P,;'nei/a.l AssiJta.C Commission,,.. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K,'HUDSON, 

p,.ineipal Assista.nt Comm;ssiDner, 

) In dar" ol.Coslyan aruJ ']ynllan Hills. 

(True c:opy) 

S.BIRD, 

Head Assis/ant. 
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