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SELECTION of PAPERS showing the Measures taken since 1847 to promote~ 
the CULTIVATION of COTTON in INDIA. 

~II.-

MAD R A S. 

(No. 17 of 1848.)-(Revenue Department.) 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
1. WE have now the honour of replying to your Honourable Court's letter in 

this department, dated 10th November 1847, No. 25.* 

2. 'Ve furnished a copy of this despatch, with 20 copies of Dr. Royle's ~emo. 
on the culture'of cotton in India which accompanied it, to the Board of Revenue, 
with a request that they would call upon the collectors to furnish concise replies 
to the queries of your Honourable Court:r 

3. We also furnished copies to the officers noted in the margin; for similar 
information. 

4. We take this opportunity to apprise your Honourable Court that we have 
already anticipated your wishes by our resolution of the 28th May 1847, founded 

11. 
Madras. 

• See page ], 
Part I. BengaL 

on a minute recorded by our President on the 21st of the same month, copies of Rev. Cons. 28 
both which papers we have the honour to submit at the present opportunity, for May 1847: Nos. 
more ready reference, and from which your Honourable Court will observe that 88 to 89· 
with the vie\v of having all the information available as to the causes which may 
affect the cotton trade of this Presidency, we called on the Board of Revenue to 

• obtain, with as much accuracy as practicable, from the collectors of the principal 
cotton growing districts, details similar to those desired by your Honourable 
Court, but somewhat more complete in their character. , 

5. We also request your Honourable Court's special attention to a further Con. Jan. 1848f 

minute recorded by our President on the receipt of your Honourable Court's No. ' 
despatch under acknowledgment. 

Fort St. George, 
25 January 1848. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Tweeddale. 

H. Dickinson. 
J. F. 'I7lomas. 

i Transmit 25 copies of Dr. Royle's memo. on cotton cultivation in India, also a series of queries 
on the same subject, to be circulated among the collectors of land revenue and the political agents 
resident in Buch native states as are known to produce cotton, with instructions to furnish concise 

I replies to the same; Honourllble Court bemg desirous of procuring informstion as to the extent to 
~hich India might be capable of supplying cotton, in the event of an increased de~and for it either 
lD England or elsewhere. • 

t Mr. FinD Ie, cotton planter: Dr. Wigbt, superintendent of cottO!! farms; resident of Travaneore; 
and Cochin; Commissioner of Mysore. 
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Aladt8s. 

2 PAPERS RELATING TO MEA~URF.S TAKEN SINCg 1847 

MINCTB. 

Guindy, 21 Mav 1847. 
I CONSIDER. it of importance that the Government should have before it all the 

information within its reach, as to the causeo; which may affeet the cotton trade 
of this Presidency; I propose therefore to call on the Board of Revenue to 
ascertain, with as ,much accuracy a.q p~acticable, from the collectors,of TinneveUr. 
MadUl'8, Bellary. Cuddapah, and COlmbatore, and Irom other districts in which 
cotton may be extensively cultivated, the following particulars: 

1. 'J he average price per lb. obtained by the ryot during the last five years for 
the ddlerent qualities of cotton, cl~ssifying the article as 1st, 2d, 3d quahty. 

\ 2. The cost pel' lb. of raising this produce in ordinary seasons. 
3. The items, or the several elements of, that cost, and especially the ratio, 

the Government assessment, or the laud tax, hears to the.whole cost of produc
tion per lb. Note.-The average guantity raised on the acre, of soil of different 
qualities 8hould be given; this average should be founded on the cycle of years, 
or stasons, as experienced in the dIstrict; the asse'ssment on that acre, and an 
estimat!' of the other items of the cost of Ill·oduction. 

4. The ordinary selling price per lb. obtained by the home or provincial mer
chant on the resale to the party purchasin~ for export; in other words, the 
estimated profits of the middleman, between the ryot and the exporter. 

S. An estimate of the cost per Ih. of the carriage of the cotton to the port of 
shipment, including the packing charges in the district. 

If it can be given, an estimate of the probable per-centage of the loss dono to 
the cotton by damage, in its transit from the land on which it is raised to the 
port of shipment. • 

The information desired should be givt:n as fully a'i possible, and the result 
exhibited in a tabular form, in a statement similar to that annexed: 

COST or lIb. of (Tinnevelly) Catton at the Port of Shipment in the Tir:nevelly DIstrict, stuted 
in English Currency. 

AveI'age Price ob- Of this Charge the MIddleman's Cost per lb. Esttmated 
Cotton tained bytheltyot, Amount paId by Charge of Transit Loss by Damage 

of or his ,charge for him 8sAssessment 
growing per lb.; on the Land, or or to dODe to tbe 

1st quality. i. e., Cost of Pro- the Govemment 
Profit, per lb. the Port. Cotton in TransIt. 

dUCtiOll. Tax. 
I 

, 

It is observed that it has been roughly estimated, that upon the cot~on laid 
down at Bombay, the land tax amounts to II d. per lb., the cost of carnage to 
~d. to ~ d. per lb. 

(signed) Tweeddale. 

Revenue Department. 
(No. 646.) 

EXTRAC1' from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 28 May 1847. 

Read the following Papers. 

Minute by the Most Noble the President. 

{Here enter 21st May 1847, No. 699.] 

,Pa~a. 1. The mpst Noble the G~vernor in Council. considering it of importance. 
that the Government should have all the information witbin reach, as to the 
causes which affect the coUon trnde of this Presidency, resolves to. call on. the 

• of ltevenue to ascertain with as much accuracy as praCticable, trom 
, the 
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the collectors of Tinnevelly, Madura, BeUary, Cuddapah, and Coimbatore, aud 
from other districts in which cotton may be extensivt:ly cultivated. the following 
particulars: 

1st. The average price per lb. olltained by the ryot during the last five 
years, for the different qualities or cotton, classifying the article as 1st, 2d, 
3d quality. ' 

2d. The co~t per lb. of raising this produce in ordinary seasons. 
3d. 1'he items or the several element,; of that cost, and especially the 

ratio, the Government asse>lsment, or the land tax, beaTs to the whole cost 
of production per lb. Note.-Tbe average quantity ralsed on the acre of 
soil of difi'l'rent qualitiei ,should be given, and tbis aver.1ge should be founded 
on the cyc1e of years or seasons, as experienced in the district, the assessment 
on that. acre, and an estimate of the other items of the cost of production. 

4th. The ordinar,V se1ling price per lb. obtained by the home or provincial 
merchant on the resale fo the party purchasing for export; in other words, 
the estimated profits of the middleman between the ryot and the exporter. 

5th. An estImate of the cost per lb. of the carriage of the cotton to the 
port of shipment. mcluding the packing charges in the di"trict. 

6th. If it can be given, an estimate of the probable per·centage of the loss 
on the cotton by damage in its transit from the land on which it is raised 
to the port of shipment. 

2. The information desired above should be given as fully as possible, and the 
result exhibited in a tabular form, in a statement similar to that annexed: 

COl:!T of lib, of (TiDnevelly) Cotton at the Port of Shipment in the TlnneveIly DlstTict, stilted 
ill English Currency. 

A VeI'II"C Price 0\1- Of this Cbarge the Middleman's Cost per lb. EstImated 
Cotton tainea I"'the ityot, A mount paid by Charge of Transit Loss b.) Damagc 

of or Ius Cbal'ge for 111ID as \ ssessmcnt 
growing per lb.; on the Land, er or to done to 'he 

1 st Quality. •• , , Cost ot ,Pro- the Government 
dUl'lion. 'fax. Pr\)fit per lb. the Port. Cotton in Translt. 

I 

3. His LC\fdship in Council observes, that upon the cotton laid dowIL at 
Bombay, it bas been rongh!y estimated that the land tax amounts to H d. per 
lb, and the cost of carriage Irom ~ d. to i d. ptr lb. 

(signed) H. C. ltfon(!!,ol1lcr!l, 
Secretary to Government . 

• ~Ml.NUTE. 

I WOULD draw the attention-of the Honourable COUrt to the proceedings-Of 
th(' Government. Bxtract :Minutes ofC.:msultation, 28 May 1~47, in whIch siuular 
,information, but more complete in its character, was required by the GO\ ero
ment. 

I had subsequl'Iltly laid before me many of the returns made to the Board of 
Re\'enue, under the orders of GO\ ernment, but they were so contradictory, and 
e\;idently fl'umeu upon datu. and forming information, on which no relIance LOuld 
be placed. 1 think the Court should be apprised that the inforllla~lOn they 
require is not obtC'.med "ith that accuracy which would justify any conclusion 
'belll~ drawn flO!;.l It. 

(signed) 1'u:eeddale. 

~96-Sess. 2. A2 
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'4 PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

From Surgeon R. lVigltt, Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore to 
. Sir H. C. }'lontgomery, Bat t., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George: . 

Sir, Coimbatore, 17 March 1848. 
ADVERTING to Minute of Consultation, No. 54, under date 14 January 1848 

I have the honour to annex replies to the queries of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. These, with two exceptions, being derived from the record of this 
office, may, so far as they go, be relied upon, as very nearly correct. 

The first exception refers to the concluding clause of the 2d question namely 
the price at which the ryot sells his cotton, ., v.;ith advances," This'r cannot 
answer frotu my own knowled~e, but have set down what I am told. 

. The secoI).d refers to the concluding query, namely, the quantity of land under 
cotton cultivation, and the extent ,to which it may be enlarged in the event of an 
increased demand. My reply to that question is a mere e~timate, based, I fear, 
on imperfect, or probably erroneous data. I was informed, by an extensive 
cotton merchant, since dead, tha't about seven lacs of rupees worth of cotton 
was in average years exported. from the district of Coimbatore. That state~ent 
for~s the basis of my calculation. Assuming that that sum may be an approxi
matton to the truth, and that 40 rupees the candy may be assumed as the average 
price of the whole, then 7,00,000+40, gives 17,500 as the number of candies 
of cleaned cotton exported. About four and a half candies of seed COttOIl are 
required to produce one.cf clean, 17,500X4'5=78,750 candies of seed cotton; 
\Vhich, reduced. to pounds, at 500 to the candy, is 3,93.75,000. That sum, 
divided by 200, the presumed, but low average. produce per acre, for all descrip. 
tions or soils, gives 1,96,875 acres, about 307i square miles of surface, as the 
quantity of land cultivated to provide the cotton reguired for exportation. The 
produce of probably about one-third of that area must be added for consump
tion within the district, making a total of about 400 square miles appropriated to 
the cultivation, of cotton in this district. The total area of Coimbatore is stated 
to be 8,392 square miles. If, therefore, this calculation is an approximation to 
the truth, it 101l0ws that only one 21st part of its extent h; appropriated to 
cotton cul,tivation, a sum that I believe might be trebled, without in the slightest 
degree interfering with the adequate supply of food for the inhabitants; even 
though, according to the census of 1830-31, they are stated to aeount to the 
high figure of 8,55,000, a number which, judging from appearances, I should 
think considerably in excess of the truth, one person to six acres over a l.uge 
tract of country being, I believe, considered a moderately dense population, while 
that of Coimbatore appears a thin one. 

Adverting to Dr. Royle's observations which accompany the COU\'t's despatch, 
there is on~ subject, rather indirectly alluded to, but which seems to melit 
attention here, as I think some misunderstanding exists regarding it; 1 allud~ to 
the remarks on the mode of cleaning cotton, whether by the churka or saw gm. 

All the planters seem to attach much importance to the superiority of the 
latter machine; so much, indeed, that one would almost suppose they think the 
action of the saws improves the staple of the cotton cleaned by it, even in 
opposition to almost incessant complaints of brokers, of the staple being II cut 
in ginning." It must be self-evident to every one. that neither the length nor 
strength of the fibre can be improved by the machine employed to separate it 
from the seed, however much it may he deteriorated; and the violent rapid action 
of the same is much more liable to prod uce the latter effect than the slow. a;td 
gentle one of the churka. In this point or view, therefore, apart from rapIdIty 
and cheapness of execution, the churka seems the better machine of the two; 
but it may, and no doubt will, be asked why, that being the case, gin-cleaned 
cotton fetches a higher price in the English market, by nearly i d. per pound. 
This question I am unable to ~nswer, but suspect it is because it looks better, 
and because the relative merits of cleanly well-picked gin and churka-cJea~ed 
cotton have not been tested by sufficiently carefully conducted cOO1para~Ive 
experiments. In the case of leafy, ill-picked cotton, Dr. Hoyle'~ observations 

'slww that the gin is an unsuitable machine, owing to it s pulverislDg the larger 
fragments ofleaf, inextricably mixing the particles WIth the fibre. . 

One d~cided ~dvantage which the gin possesses over the churka., whIch 1 have 
no where seen noticed merits consideration. The fibre of really good healthy .. ,,' . . . 

. 'cotton is so strong. that it sustains but little injury from the saw 10 gmmng; 
but 
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but in wet seasons, when the plant becomes unhealthy, and the cotton partially 
rots in the pod, when thus deteriorated it is weak, and gets so seriously" cut" 
in ginning, that it won'i spin, and is only fit for wadding and such like purposes. 
The churka produces no such effect. so that worthless cotton cleaned by it may 
appear good, and deceive an unwary purchaser. This can searcely nappen when 
,cleaned by the gin; but still further to guard against such an accident. which 
might tend to lower the character of our cotton in the market. I have reduced 
to "second sort" much good-looking cotton, but deteriorated in the pod by tQe 
unusuaUy abundant and protracted rains of the closing months of last year. 

(signed) Robert Wight, 
Surgeon, Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

QUERIES.-l. What iii the price of cotton fl'eed from seed at the principal mart or 
mal ts in your districts 1 

REPLIES.-As sold to us at the gin-house during the last two years, the prices have fluc
-Iuated between 40 and 48 Company's rupees per candy of 5001bs. 

2. At what price does the ~yot sell his cotton, cleaned 01' uncleaned, and with or 
without advances 1 

As sold to us at the gin-llOuse during the last two veal'S, the prices of uncleaned cotton 
11ave tiuctUllted between Co.'s Rs. 11. 8 and Rs.15.8 per "candy of 500 Ibs. without advances; 
'WIth advances it is l'eport~d to fluctuate betwef:n Co.'s Rs. 9.8 and lll'upees per candy 
of 6001bs. 

3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by churka or foot roller, or by any other 
method which may hI': in use? ' 

The expense of cleaning a'maund of 21) lbs. of purty or seed cotton by the churka varies 
from 1 anna to I! anna, at which rate to clean one candy of cotton wool by the churka 
:w~Il C,)st from (,''o.'s ~?s. 5. 10 to 7 rupees. As this mode of cleaning has only been 
tl'led by me to a hmlted extent, 1 offer these rates as approximations rather than actual 
results. -

4. \Vhat are the expenses of conveying cotton to the nearest port for shipment? 
T~e avrrage charge for ~onveying GQ,vernment cotton from Coimbatore to Cochin, and 

paymg sblppmg expenses, IS about Co. s Rs. 2. 10 per bale of 3001bs" viz., Rs. 2. 2 
bandy hire, ImJ 8 annas boat lure ami shippIng charges. The cost of carri'clge to Madras is 
il'om 18 to ~o Company's rupees pel' bandy load of 1,0001bs. 

5, \\'hat is the average produce of cotton per beega, or acre? 
.I\n Englisb acre of good black soil produces from 250 to 300 Ibs. of native seed cotton; 

·an acre of red (munnul) sandy SOlI produces from 150 to 2001bs. 

6. \Vhat IS the quantity of land under cultivation With cotton, and~to what extent 
is it probable that the cultivation could be carried in the event of an increased 
deilland? 

Estimated to amount to 2,56,000 acres; and,' if that estimate is pretty nearly correct, it 
-seems that at least three times the extent might be so appropriated without interfering with 
the adequate production of food for the inhabitants, especially now that the MeXican cotton 
has been mtroduced, as 1t succeeds well on lands but ind1fferently suited for the culture of 
native cotton. 

(See preceding letter.) 
(signed) Robert Wight, 

Surgeon, Supedntendent Cotton Farms. 

(No. 360.) , 
ORDERED. that the foregoing letter be brought to the notice of the Honour

able the Court of Directors with reference to their Revenue Despatch, No.25, 
dated 10th. November 1847. 

Fort St. George, 
6 ApI il 1848. 

296 -Sess. 2. 

(signed) J. D. Bourdilloll, 
.officiating Secretary to Government. 

A3 

II. 
l\Iadratl. 



It. 
Madras. 

Cons·,9 1'jOV. 

I8H, NOb. 58, 59, 
reported in Jetter 
to the Hon. Courl, 
14 feb. 1848, 
No. 1~. para. 2. 

DIary to COilS. 
Sept. 1848. 

6 PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1841 

(No. 69 of 1848.)-{Revenue Department.) 

To the Honourable the Court of ~irectors of ,the Ea~t India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
1. b para. 4 of our letter, NIl. 17, dated 25th January 184~, your Honour

able' Court were informed that, with the view of ascertaining the causes afi'ectin'" 
the cotton trade of this Presidency, we had, at the suggellt10n of our late Presi': 
dent. ~lld pleviou<: to the receipt of your Honourable Court's despatch of the 
10th November 1847, called for information from the collectors of the cotton
grovving districts on points connected with its production. 

2. The information originally obtained from the collectors of the dilotricts 
named in the margin'*' being erroneous, fresh returns have b~en supplied the 
general results presented iu which the Board of Revenue regard to be; fair 
approximatIOn to the truth, and these we have nol\' the honour to lay before 
your Honourable Court. 

3. It will be observed tha~ the extent of land under cotton culture where 
the information is given appear!'! to be tf,le greatest in BeHary, viz., 2,On,577 
acres; in Tinnevelly it is 91.6fl7 acres; in Cudddpah 79,942; Coimbatore 
79,260; in Kurnool and Tanjore there was comparatively but little land under 
this descriptIOn of cultivation. viz., 11,358 and 5.694 acres respectively. For 
Guntoor and Madura the information is n'lt given. 

4. The cost of cultivating a pound of indigenous cotton of thE.' best quality. 
inclusive of the assessment of the ].md, ranges from.l a. 3p. 7 c. to ] 1 pies, the 
highest being in Tinnevelly the lowest in Gunlo(Jr; the cost per POUIIU of 
cotton, when brought to the place of export, ranges from 2d. 3bj. to I d. 24[.; 
the proportion of land-tax, with the exception of Guntoor and Cuddapah. is 
much under 1 d. in the pound, and the loss occurring during transit is calcu
lated to range from 2 to 8 and ~J per cent, according to circumstances and 
season. 

S. It does ,not appear, either from the present or former papers, to what 
extent cotton is cultIvated on rent· free lands. In the Ceded Districts, and indeed 
in other cotton-growing countries, Enam lands are extensive; and it may be well 
inferred that a considerable portion of the cotton exported is the produce of land 
payiug no revenue to Government. Some inquiry into this part of' the suIlject 
seemed desirable, and the attention of the Board of Revenue has been directed 
to it. 

6. On the whole, we are of opinion that it is not a reduction of the ta't on 
cotton lands that IS chiefly required, but improvement of the internal commu
llications, and encouragement on the part of the purchasers towards the produc
tion in the market of the bettcr description of cotton carelully cleaned. Indeed, 
in your recent despatch of the 4th July 1848, No. 11. your Honourable Court 
haye declined to couIltenance any remission of the tax on land npproprialeu to 
the culture of Aml'rican cotton a~ forcing, a factitious cultivation; and \\e have
of late years had, and continue to have in view, the improvement of the local 
communications. 

7. We informed the Board of Hevenue that we expected to receive from th~m 
at an early date the replies to the queries prepared by Dr. Royle: received witb 
your Honourable Court's dec:patcb of the 10th November 1847. 1\0.25. 

Fort St. George, 
19 September 18413. 

We ha\"e, &c. 

(signed) Hellry Potlm;!er. 
G. 11. F. Berhe/rg. 
D. Eliott. 

• T!lnjore, Madura, Tmnevelly, Guntoor, Cuddaplloh. Dellary. Coimbatore, Kurnool. 
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(No. 383.) 

To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

1 

Sir, 
Para. 1. IN their letter to Government, under date the 21st of October la<;t, 

replying to an extract from the Minutes of Consultation of the 28th of May 
prt!cedillg, in whicb certain information was called for regarding the cultiva
tion, &c. of cotton in those districts under this Presidency in which it was most 
extensivdy produced, the Board took occasion, when submitting the corre
spondence which had then passed on the subject, to observe that the returns 
furnished by the local authorities exhibited, in many instances, such marked 
discrepancies, both with regard to production and price of the article, that they 
deemed it desirable to refer the matter for further consideration. The collector's 
replies· baving now been received, I am directed by the Board of Revenue to 
forward them for submission to the Right honourable tbe Governor in Council. 

2. The annexed statement drawn up in the form contained in their proceed
ings,t dated 14th October 1847, which accompanied the letter to Government 
above adverted to, exhibits in abstract the revised results supplied in these several 
lettus. 

II. 
Madras. 

BOAR.D 

OJ!' Rl\Vl\'IUE" 

t Copy submllted 
to GovernmeJot, 
21 Oct. 184i. 

Cotton, ht Sort. pel Ih. 1·anjore. Guntoor~ COImbatore. Cllddapah. I BeUa!y. Madura. TmneveIJy: Kurno:r. 
-------------__.__------------~I--_-_l---- - _____ _ 

A. p. c. A .. 1 • • p e. .l1 p. c. i A. p. c. 
- 9 93~t - 11 97 I 1 - -

A.. p. c. A. p. c. A. p. L. 

-:J - - 8& - - 3 29 - 5 50 

A. p. G. 

1. Co.t of Cultn Mion • - 81 -

2. ASle.ameat • • '- 6 - 8 - - 4t8 - - 9 21 -590 -590~ - 390 1 --t-

3. Ryot" profit. • 5 - - 60 - 3/;: - - 2 48 
-11 40 I-~_ 
,. Le .. 16 - - 69~~ - 1 J4 I ,. L ... l -

1----1·----1--1----11----------------
Price obtalOed by} I '1 t _ 

Iyot • • - 11 ,50' 1 2 98 - 11 24 I 4 53~ I 5 I -

4. lII.ddleman·o pw"1 • - 31 - _ - 50 - .....fa - - - 57 - - 64 -420~t --84 - 3 

- -i - - 6 16 5. Cost oC tranSIt 

TOTAL coots and 1 I----~I-~·I----.... 

- 2 85~ - I 61 I - 2! -- I - - 2 88 

chargesof J lb. I II _ 1 1 _ l' 7b _ 
-.......-----,---

nf eonon Btt'OltJ ,. 1 6 43 1 6 .. I II 60!t I '1 46 I 1 5! -
oCnport • I 

,. A mere estimate to cultivntecottnn PlLhlhits a lou io BeIla.'Y 10fl Koro""I, but by emplOying h .. own cattle, labour aud people, a ryot saves almost the 
whole which conatltut •• hIS profit. 

All' ACRE of Land is estimated tID be capable of producing,-

Clean..!. 

Lhs. 0%. 

pst Sort. 60 0 
Tnnjo18 -l2d " -

5() 0 

3d " - 30 0 
Guntoor .. 45 0 
COImhatore 611 0 
Cuddapah - 50 0 

pst 8"rt - 59 9 
Bellary -t2d 

" • 
41S 5 

3d I, - :- 33 1 
MlldUTa 

I 1st Sort - 1061 0 
Tinnevelly - t 2d .. - 75t 0 

3d " - 431 0 

Mds.lhs. 
pst Sort,- . 9 3 or . 

Kurnool -12d " -' - 6 9! 
3d " - - 4 SA 

Uncleaned. 

Lbs. 

240 
200 
120 

228 
159! 
108~ 

• From Guntoor. 19th in Cons .• 28th Febrllary 184S; from BellaTY, 6th in Cona., 13th April 
1848; from Cuddapah. ~Hh Filbruary in Cons., 2<1 March lR48; from Kurnool, 31st December 
1847, in Cons., 20th .January 1841'1; from Tanjore, 21st December 1847, in Cons, 20th January 
1848; fl'om Madura, lOth in Cons., 17th Jllnllary 1848; from l'innevellYI 24th December 1847, In 

Cons., ~Oth January 1848; from Coimbatore, 6th in Coni, 20th January 1848. 
2:J6-Sess. 2. A 4 
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8 PAPER~ RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1841 

Tanjonl 

Coimbatore 

fBest land 
-,MediuDI 

.Inferior -

{

Best land 
Cuddapah - Medium-

- Inferior -

Bellary 

{

1st Class 
Tinnevelly. 2d " -

ad " -

Kurnool 

EXTEllT of Land under Cotton Culture. 

Acre,. ,. 
327 ° -, 3,22'; 0 

2.142 0 

5,694 0 

-\ 79,260 31 

46,360 0 
21,965 0 
11.617 0 

79,942 0 

209,377 0 

~ 36,059 3 
25,942 18 
29,666 8 

91,667 30 

. 
t - - -I 11,358 14 
, , 

tI'. 
° 0 
0 

0 

3 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

11 
15 -

2 

12 

1 

Guntoor and}Th . . Madura _ e extent of land 18 not stated In the Collector's report. 

fA. per Jummah-
L bundy accounts. 

3. On comparing the former and present statements, it will be seen that in the 
districts of Tanjore, Guntoor, and Coimbatore, no change has been deemed 
necessary in the results originallv furnished, but that in the remaining districts 
named, the first returns exhibit modifications which assimilate the general results 
to a standard, which may be received as a fair approximation to the truth. 

4. Under the entry of cost of cultivation the returns still exhibit somewhat 
anomalous results. The cost of raising a pound of cotton in Guntoor, is entered 
at only 3 pies, whereas the same quantity raised in Kurnool is ee.timated to cost 
one anna, or four ~imes that sum. The data, however upon which the agent in 
Kurnool appears to have based his calculations are stated in his 'eport to be of 

As. p. c. 
Tlmjor!!' • 1 2 50 

doubtful accuracy. The cost of cultivation in Tinnevelly and Madura 
form a strong contrast with the same item in Cuddapah; but if to the cost 
of cultivation the further element of charge, viz., the ratio of Government 
assessment, be added, it will be seen that the general result throughout 
the whole of the districts quoted exhibits less discrepancy. The highest 
rate being that obtaining in Tinnevelly, where the Joint cost of cultiva
tion and assessment per lb'. amounts to .As. 1. 3. 87. and the lowest 
being in Guntoor, only 11 pies. 

GUJltoor • - 11 -
Coimbatore • 1 1 18~ 
Cuddttpllh - 1 - 50 
Bc!1l\I'Y • 1 - 4.0 
,\Iadu~a - 1 3 84}!-
·Ilnnevelly - 1 3 87 
Kurnool - 1 - 75 

5. As regards the price obtained by the ryots, the present returns shoW' .that 
in Tanjore, Madura, Coimbatore, Cuddapah, and 1'innevelly. the average dIffer
ence is only about one pice and a halt~ and in the remaining districts, that 
difference is a little more than one-eighth of a pice. 

6. T?e prices obtained by the grower in Guntool· and Bellary are ne~rl>: o~ a 
par, bemg also the lowest in the scale. The produce of the former dIstrIct IS, 
however, represented bv the col1ector as an inferior article, unsuited to the 
European market, and consequently commanding no export value; whereas in 
Bellary the decrease in the value as'compared with other districts, woul~ appear 
as the result of the extensive augmentation of the culture of cotton wIthin the 
last few years, which has produced a corresponding fall in the price. 

7. The 



TO PRO:\IOXE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 9 

7. The estimates of produce peracre now furnished are sufficiently consistent 
the highe&t, it will be seen, being that quoted for Tinnevelly. As a generai 
average, it is &tated that the rabo of cleaned to uncleaned produce is about 
25 per cent. only of the latter. This would appear to be in some degree caused 
by th.e indiscriminate mixture of aU descriptions of cotton, which is so universally 
adopted by the ryots with a view to effect the sale of their entire produce. The 
sel'eral pickings which the crop undergoes before the whole is gathered produce 
different qualities of cotton, but the advantage which might be derived. from 
keeping distinct the superior from the inferior article, does not seem from the 
generality of the reports now submitted, to receive that attention from the 
growers which it is so desirable to introduce for an article destined for the 
European market; all distinctions as Tegards the classification of the article 
into different rates of quality are ultimately lost sight of under this objection
able system. A further deterioration is represented as taking place, from the 
frequent practice which obtains among the ryots of raising different kinds of 
produce on the same ground on which the cotton is sown, in view to realise a 
more profitable retulD from the land. The consequence of this mode of culture 
appears to be, that the cotton is prejudiced both in colour and quality. 

8. The exterlt of land subjected to cotton cultivation has been added in the 
above statement, as far as the present returns furnish the particulars. As 
regards the mode on which cotton is conveyed to the port of shipment, the 
present information goes to show that where the roads are available for bandies

J 

preference is ~iven to that means of transport over bullocks, which are more 
expensive, and seem generally to be employed, when the less costly description 
of cOllveyance is not available. The loss sustained during transit was noted in 
the original returns as ranging from 2 to 8 and 8! per cent., dependant chiefly 
on the liability to more or Jess i&ljury from exposure to rain or damp. 

9. The total cost per lb. at the place of export in British currency, with the 
pl'Oporlion borne as land tax, is exhibited in the subjoined statement-: 

Tanjore 

Guntoor 

Coimbatore .. 

Cuddapnh -

Bellary 

Madura 

• 

Tinnf>velly -

Kuroool 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
24 July 1848. 

I, Total Cost, 
including 
Lund Tax. 

Pence f. ceAt •• 

2 3 50 

1 2 50 

2 1 7lit 

2 1 2lii 

2 1 2 

2 3 81:lt 

2 1 73 

2 - 75 

(signed) 

Land Tn:. 

Pence f. Cf:I,t •• 

3 

1 

2 40~~ 

1 - '6°li 

2 95 

2 95i~i 

1 95 

- 37H 

T. PycTuft, 
Secretary. 

11. 
:ltIadr8S. 

To T. Py~roft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George • 

. Sir 
Para.' 1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the extract {rom GunGOR. 

tbe Board's proceedings of the 14th October 1847, commenting upon the returns 
respecting the cultivation and price of cotton, received in reply to the Board's 
circular, dated the 10th of June of that ~·ear. The Board observe that the returns 
exhibit results irreconcilable with each other, and call for fresh returns, together 

2g6-Sess. 2. 13 with 
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with the data on which they are founded. In his letter of the' 23d Decetnber 
Mr. White requested that these proceedi!1gs might receive early attention. 

2. As in this distric~ the season for. pi~king and sale of cotton is during the 
next three months, I Intended to walt till then for the purpose of procurin ... 
correct returns of the actual outturn of certain fields; but as the lloard ar~ 
urgent for my-reply I shall not longer detain it. 

3 .. 1 h~d anticipated ~he course prescribed by the Board, and ordered the 
Naib .Serlshtadar to furnIsh abcounts of actual fields of cotton within his charge. 
This he did just after I had despatched my letter of 3d Juty 1847. The results 
thus arrived at did not differ from those already reported and therefore no 
,alteration .appeared necessar~ in, the latter. ' 

4. On examining the entries extracted in the Board's proceedin ... s I would 
venture to remark that the discrepancies are not too great to be ac~o~nted for 
consistently with facts. 

~. First, as· regards the prodQce of cotton per acre. This is given for Madura 
at 223 lbs.; but, as the Board observe, this must include the seed. Taking of 
this the usual proportion of one-fourth a'i clean cotton, we have 55i Ibs. and 
this remarkably agrees with the produce of the best land in other districts, as 

Cuddapah - 62! shown i~ the margin. Forty.si~ ~or Tanjore appears, ~ike 45 for Guntoor, to be 
Be~larJ' - 62~ the medIUm crop 'Of aU deSCrtptlOns of land. The only difficulty therefore 
CGOImbatore - 61! remains as regards Tinnevelly, where the best ground is returned capable of 

ulltoor - 60 • ld' 106 Ib b bl h' . B b . Yle mg s. per acre; pro a y t IS IS our on cotton, the cultivatIon of 
which has been brought to much perfection. The low entry for Kuroool of 
28 lbs. is probably from the lowest class of land, which in Guntoor is estimated 
to yi~ld 25 Ibs. 

I 
Price 

Got by Ryot. 
Price at Place 

of Export. 

Rs. a. p. Its. a. p. 
Tanjore - - 1 7! - 1 11 

,6. Next, as regards the price at the place of export. It will 
be seen that between the cotton of 'fanjore and Tinnevelly there 
is a difference of less than half a pice per lb. i in that of Cud
dapah, Bellary, and Coimbatere, the difference is very little 
more. In the price of the cotton of Ountoor and Kurnool there 
is a difference of ~ne pice. I explained that the cotton of Gun
toot is an inf~rior description, and unsuited to the European 
market ~ 'probably Kurnool cotton resembles it. Madura cer
tainly exhibits an anomaly; but this may perhaps be accounted 
for by the calculation being made throughout for uncleaned 
cotton. 

Tmnevelly - - 1 7T
6o'1i - 1 10/rlr; ---., ........ -.......:--

Cuddapah - - 1 21'%% - I (lio'r; 
Bellary - - 1 --{'o\ - 1 6 .. Nif 
Coimbatore - - 1 4~ - 1 71." 

Guntoor 
Kurnool 

- - - 11-16001l - I r 
~ - - 11 .- 1 2 

BI!LLARY. 

l. BeUary. 
2. Adonie. 
3. Gool)em. 
4. Punchapollem. 
5. Gooty. 
6. Tudputry. 

7. To me, therefore, the returns seem to alford int.ernal 
evidence of tolerable accuracy. 

Guntoor Zillah, Collector's CutcMrry, 
RoUepa~a. 19 February 1848. 

(signed) H. Stokes, Collector. 

To T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir~ . . 
Para.-l. IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 9th ultl~o, calling 

for the further information required by the Board in their proc:eedlD~s of the 
14th Octoher last, respecting cotton cultivation, I regret th3;,t, ~avlDg been occu
pied, almost without assistance, in the settlement of the dlstnct, the dday has 
been unavoidable. 

2. To meet the Board's injun~tion. pointed out in para. 3 of their ?roce~dings 
unde.· reply, I have called on the tuhsildars of the six cotton talooks noted In the 
margin, for satisfactory statements, to be carefully formed on proper data, and the 
accompanying is the talookwar abstract of the information t~ey have collected. 
This ab"tract comprises the return in each acre of best, ordmary, a~d com~on 
description of land, with the respective costs, such as the expenses lDcurrea for 
cultivation, for other purposes, and for payment to the circar; also the result, 
whethe\' pr06t or loss, generally. experienced by the cultivator. 

3. In the statement above l'eferred to, it will be observed that the costs and 
return in each aCl'e includes both cleaned cotton and its seed, and I therefore 

here 
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here annex.. a figured statement explaining the proportion of the costs and return .. 
as far as it relates to the cleaned cotton. Vide Columns 2,. 3. 17 ~ and 18 of the 
accompanying statement, No.1. 

Madras. 

1'l'EalS. 

1. 
- - ----- ---- -

I 

! 
I 
, 

DelBll of Produce 

aod or 

Quaatlty and Value or Produce ID lUI Acn! of Land. Prlft of 1 I ... of Cotton at whleh the Ryot .. Us, 
.. wen., tbe Coot ,hereor. and the Expeose incurred by hun. 

la 
lot Sort 
Land. 

34
1:"rl I 

Land. , 
Average. 

or 
lot Salt 
Land. 

or 
24 Sort 
Land. 

Of 
MSert 
Land. 

Average. 

__ . 2, __ 3_._ ~__ fl. \ 6. 7. 8. l 9. 10. 

--- I I i I I. LlJ .. oz. lr.L6s. oz. dr. Lb •• fJ:z:. dr)Lln. 0 ... dr Lb •• 0 ... tlr"L66. oz. tIr. Lb •• Oz. dr. LIn. Oz. dr. 

[
' Quantity ~ • • 69 9 0 ,-46 D, .0 \33 1 G Ii 46 r. 0 • - - I -

Produce ., per c<.lumlif . ' 
2 aod 3 10 tbe stale-ll ' R, . .. p. R,. a. p. R •. D. p.1 R, • • ft. 4,. P. c. As. p. C. '4 ..... e. 4 
mental page 14 • I - r '" T··· p • •• I Value • • • I 3 ., 11 2 II 6 1 15 -I 2 II 6 - 11 24 - 11 ~ - 11 24 - 11 24 

Espenditu.e ... per Cil'[1 Expenaeorcultivation}' 1 11 3 1 8 - 1 A 10 'I 1 8 - 5 - 6 22 - 756 • 622 
10m", 17 and IS In IIr aetuahoat ., ... - 5 0 
the Slatomeniat "age \ • ~ ~ I 
15 • • .l, CUMr tax • • _1_1..,..3 _6-1~_-_1_1 _6 ...... ]. _1_4o~1-1 - 5 90 - 4 98 - 4. 16 - 5 20 

! TOT.u •• _. "I' 3 II 9 2 ~1 3 i 2 - 41 212 1 -:Ji4ol~20 -1172 

! I 

Dill'erence between the I i Profit • 
value or produce and l ' 
the COil • • to.. ~ • , 

- - .. - - ll. 

llr .. 
_ - 4 

_ 1 4 
- - 8 - - 16 - - 48 

It may be stated. every item of costs being estimated, that the result is a loss 
to the cultivator, but properly speaking, the ryot saves for himself a great 
portion. being labour of himself. his cattle, and people. Moreover. it will be 
observed. that as the best description of land yields an ample return. the costs 
in the two other (low and lowest) descriptions of land are very high compared 
with the quantit~ they respectively yield. 

, 4. The Board further advise me to collect particular information as to whether 
there is any diffelence between the quality of codon plucked in the first, secohd 
and last courses, and whether these pluckings are kept distinct from each other. 
as a] so to state any other cause which may seem to affect the value of the cotton. 
1\S far as I am informed, the cotton is plucked at three times during the period 
of two months when the buds or pods begin to ripen,·the t\\O first gatherings 
yielding a great portion, whilst the last oue is deficient; there js very little 
diffel ence in the quality of these three pluckings. With regard to the circum
stances affecting the cotton cultur~. I am not aware of any but the season (good 
and bad), as for instance. the season of the pre~ent year unfavourable for cotton. 
owing to the failure of rain at the period the seeds should, be sown, the price is 
accordingly high. I also ascribe the fall in the price of cotton to the increased 
culture of this staple article within the last-few·years; as noted in the margin. «< 

• Estimate framed by Mr. Chaplin, ~ Fusly J221 -
Ditto by Mr. Robertson, in Fasly 1234 ~ 
Actual cultivatlon in Fusly 1245 

" " ,,1251 
" .. II 1252 
.. ,. ,,1253 
.. .. ) •. 1254 
.. " " 1255, in which no rain abundantly fell 

Price of cotton for a maand of this country:-
In F,!lsly 1222 

" 1229 
,. 1236 
,. 1243 
b' l!SO .: 

At present -

~96-Sess. 2. B2 

. When 

Circar and Enam 
Lanol. 

,Acres. 
1.70,958 
1,87,627 
2,92,308 
9,31,406 
2,45,713 
2,37,093 
2,60,536 
2,09,577 

II,. a. p. 
31-
3 12 -
3 15 -
3 -
1 10 
1 7 Ii 

Wh~n 

- 11 42 

- - 18 
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'Vhen inquiring into the cause why the' cotton fields have so enormously 
augmented, it is stated, that in consequence of the small demand for otber grains 
the ryots have been driven to this culture. The zillah now yields a greater 
quantity, and at the same time at a reduced price. Nevertheless the r~ots in 
general prefer the cotton which has a. ready oemand at any time they may offel" 
to sell, whilst on the other hand, the i'ale of grain is attended with much difficulty 
in procuring a purchaser, and from being so bulky and heavy is very expensive 
and Lumbersome to convey from one market to another. 

5. Cotton of thi~ district is chiefly sent to two places. namely, to Wallajapett 
(near Arcot), and to the sea-port at Coomtah, in Canara. To the former place 
it is exported by the merchants of this district. and irom thence it is understood 
that it is, conveyed by purchasHs to the port at l\buras. I beg to anne-'\: a brier' 
account as abstracteu from the 'statement, of cotton dealers trading to the first 
place. It exhibits the costs of conveyance, the rate at which the article is sold 
there, and the profit usually me~ with in the traffic. 

Average for a Maund or 2S lbo, AY1'rage lor a lb. 

ITEMS. 
, 

For For For For 
WaIlaJapett. Coomtah. Average. 

WallaJlopett. CoolDtah. Anrap. 

t. 2. 3. .. 6 • 6. . 
I. 

I 
, 

RI. II. p. Rs. Go p. Rs. G. p. RI. Go p. c. RI. a. p. c. Rs. c. p. c. 
Price atwhieh the rrot sells - 1 'I 5 1 'I 5 1 'I 6 - - 11 24 .. - 11 24 .. .. 11 2' 

.. 
Charges incurred by the Mer-

chants who export the article: , . 
CARRIAGE HIRB: 

Carriage hire - - - - 6 8 .. 7 6 .. 'I 1 - .. 3 20 - .. 3 60 .. - 3 40 

Pay of Gomastah 1ICcompaoy-
iog the articles - , - . - 2 7 . 2 Itl - 2 4 - - 1 24 .. .. 1 - .. .. 1 12 

Price of' cumbalies for packing 
' up,as well as packing charge - 1 1 .. 1 4 - 1 2 - - - 52 - .. - 64 - - .. ~8 

Fee payable to the brokers, &0., 
at tbe place in which tbe sale 

• is effected - - - .. - 8 - - 10 - - 9 .. - - 32 .. - - 40 .. .. .. 36 

1\1 iscellaneous or scodry charges .. - 3' .. - 2 - .. 3 - - - 12 .. .. .. 8 .. .. .. 10 

-f-

Total carriage hire - - -11 3 -11 11 -11 'I .. .. 5 40 - - 5 72 .. .. 6 66 

Damages, &c. - . - .. I) .. 2 1 - ] 3 .. - - 20 - - 1 .. .. .. - 60 

TOTAL - - - Rs. -11 8 -14 .. .. 12 10 .. - 6 60 - .. 6 72 .. .. G 16 

Total value and expeose - - \ 2 3 1 \ 2 6 61 2 4 3/ - 1 4 8l I - 1 6 96 I - 1 S 40 

. 
Pril'e at the place where pro-

dueed - . - - - 2 8 4, 2 6 8 2 7 6 - 1 7 36 - 1 6 66 - 1 6 96 

• 
Net profit - - - - - 5 3 - 1 3 .. 3 3 - - 2 62 .. - .. 60 .. .. 1 66 

Ct'ntage of profit 00 the price at . 
13 11 which the ryot selll! - - 22 3 .. 5 4. - 13 II - 22 3 - - 6 4 .. - -

The export to Coomtah is always on saddle cattle, bullocks and bu~aloes.' the 
road not- being as yet available for carts, whilst to Wallajapett carts ar~ III varIably 
employed. 

6. The 

-
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,6. The Board require to be informed of the rate of assessment on the several 
llualities of black laud, and the extent cultivated with cotton. The Board /lre 
aware that the several sorts of land of this district are assessed according to 
.quality, and an established remission of one-fourth allowed. It will therefore 
suffice for me state the particulars of the regud. or bJack cotton soil. This land 
amounts to 10,37 ,634 acre~, (Circar Ayacut,) and consists of 92 deets, as deter
mined at the sun'ey; the highest being assessed at Ra, 9. 14. 8., and the lowest 
at seven pice per acre. The enam ayaeut will amount to about six lacs of 
acres, and it consists of as many dects as the circar land, thus amounting in all 
to sixteen lacs of acres. Of this, one-half, or eight lacs, was under actual cul
tivation at the time of the survey, whilst it is now augmented to ten lacs, in
cluding, of course, the enam sag. Of the above total. a little more than one-half 
is available for cotton'culture;. but it .must be observed, that cotton is not con-' 
tinually sown in -one and the same 'field, change being always preferred. The 
actual cultivation of this article does not amount in anyone year to more than 
2,60,000 acres. Out of the aggregate extent of the regud, the waste amounts to 
,six lacs of acres. ' 

7. In conclusion, I must observe, that the statement now sent differs in every 
item from the last, and tbe Board will find that this arises from a general average 
.on a much morc extended scale having been taken. 

Bellary District, Collector's Office, 
On Circuit Ramundroog, 6 April 1848. 

(signed) A. 3felloTJ Collector. 

II. 
l\Iadru. 
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STATEMENT showmg' the COTTON PRODUCTION in an Acre of First, Second, and Third S, 

------~------------'------~r_-----------------I 

NUMBER 

and 

NAMES 

DC, I 
TALOO\KS./ 

CottOd. 

Quantity. Value. 

Product in an Acre. 

Seed. 
Total 

Production 

or 

Quantity. Value. Value ill 

Column. 

3 and 5. 

Coat DC Eapenditure. 

Coot of Hulb .... dr)". 

=i-i 
.,a="", 
~Q;=~-! 
tg-E;!cI 

Cott Cor ,.; -; as'S 

1.:!~! § 
Cultivating. !:l,,:11< A; 

I t~jj-! 

Amount I Total 

of or 

TOlAr.. Cln:arTu. !Espend 

4. J. 2. 6. ISitdl 
_

_ 1------1-----1.----1 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. --------I--·,--__ I-___ ! ____ , __ _ 
8. 

• 
'5, 

1. Boilary - I 
2. Adonie. - I 

i 
3. Goollem - I 

4. Puuchapollom I 

L6,. 02. dr. Ra. II. 'p. Lb,. 0"," dr. R •• II. p. RI. II. p. R,. D. p. Re .... p. 

62 8 0 / 3 9 6 187 8 0 .. 15 - "8 6 _ 15 9 1 11 _ 

59 16 0 3 8 5 79 13 0 1 - 6 "8 10 

56 41 0 2 13 - 168 12 0 1 1I _ a 15 _ 

62 8 0 3 12 - 187 8 0 _ 15 _ '11_ 

- 13 6 

- 12 9 

- 14 i 

176 

1 " /) 

1 8 a 

R •. II. p. R.. II. p. R.. a. 
2 10 9 2. 9 • 16 

25- a - _ 6 I> 

1I 1 2 18- '9 

268 I a - '9 
5. Gooty • - I 56 4 0 3 6 - 16S 12 ,0 12- 48- -116 

-j' li9 1_4~0_1--3-1-4-5+-1-7.-9-1-0-0- __ 1_5 __ 7-1 __ 5_'_-_[,_-~ 
I J 9 1 13 3 II 8 - ,/) 

6. Tadputry 1642162 __ 'II 

'fOTAL • - 357 6 0 20 15 4 1,071 15 0 6 8 - 27 7' ,U - :,--e-7--3-1'-1-3-6-a-1--l-'-7-9-1"27i'4 
-I 59 9 0 =a=7:=u=I:=I1=S='I=I=0=r==1=t=4=1

1
='=9 3/ - 13 2 \==1=6=6=1=2=3:=8'" 2 6 8 • 10= 

AVERAGJ< • 

- JI :: ~~:: ~ 
:! 3. Goollem -

J 14• PunLhapollem 

5. Gooty. • 

6. Tad putty -

TOTAL • -

.AVERAGB • -

I. Bellary 

2. AdoDl~-

3. Goollem 

4. Puochapol\em 

6. Gooty • 

6. 'fadputry 

51 9 0 

44 13 0 

'42 12 0 

4i 14 0 

46 14 0 

44 13 0 

2 15 

2 10 

51154 11 0 

4 134 14 0 

2 2 - 127 10 0 

2 13 _ 140 10 0 

2 13 - 140 10 0 

2 14 10 134 14 0 

- 12 4 3 11 9 - 16 9 

- J2 4 3 6 8 - 13 6 

- 13 7 2 15 7 - 12 9 

- 11 3 3 8 3 - 14 5 

- 15 - 3 12 - - II 6 

1-23111- -111 

I 7 1I 

1 a 41 

1-2 

127 

- 15 6 

1 1 , 

2611 186 3'}6, 

II - JO 11 - - ,- I' 

I 12 11 J 8 - 3' J 

2 I - I I 6 321 

I 11 - I 13 2 3 8 : 

112 6 1· 8 - 3' I 
---------1-----1------1----- ----------------__ 

277 11 0 

46 5 0 

40 10 

30 3 

2B 11 

31 4 0 

16 4 ': 833 5 0 

2 Il 5 138 14 0 

2 6 4 121 14 0 

1 12 2 90 10 0 

I 7 - 85 15 0 

1 14 - 93 12 0 

5 - 8 21 6 3 

- 13 5 3 I; 10 

- 9 9 

- 8 3 

- 9 2 

- '1 6 

2 15 1 

246 

2 - 2 

2 6 6 

- 15 9 

- 13 6 

-12 9 

- I' Ei 

1 

1 3 , I 
- 15 4 I 
- 11 10 

2 3 I 

1 12 10 

187 

- 13 - I J 11 Ii 

I 
- 13 J I 3 - l , 
1 - -' 2 12 1( 

- 12 -I 2 , : 

-9,12" 
37 8 0 1I 4 - 112 l! 0 - 12 - 3 - - - 11 6 - 13 2 I 8 8 1 8 - j 3 - E 

30 3 0 1 15 3 90 10 0 - 10 10 1I 10 1 - 11 1 - 12 4 \ I '1 5 1 - -/ 2. 7 ~ 
---·-----,-------·I--------~-------~----I-------I·--------'------~-------

TOTAL ... 198 7 0 1 11 9 9 596 5 0 3 9 6 16 3 3 4 15 - 5 6 - I 10 ,- 5 10 5' 15 14 ~ 

AVERAGE 

1. Bellary 

2. Adonie- • 

3. Goollem -

4. Punchapollem 

5. Gooty • • 

6. Tadputry -

1==='1===1=====1==:=:1===1======"=:==1======:= 

'- 14 2 I 1 II 4 - 15 1 I 2 10 ~ 33 1 0 I 
I 

61 9 

1 15 -

2 15 5 

99 3 -

154 11 0 

- 9 '1 28'1 - 13 2 

- 12 4 311 8 - 15 9 

44 '13 0 2 10" 134 14 0 - 12 4 3 6 8 - J3 6 

42 12 0 

46 I' 0 

l! -2 -

213 -

127 10 0 

140 10 0 

- 13 7 

- 11 3 

1I 15 7 

383 

- 12 9 

- I' 5 

46 14 & 2 13 - 140 10 0 - 15 - 3 12 - - 11 6 

44 13 0 2 14 10 134 14 0 1 - 2 3 15 - - 11 1 

J 7 2 

I a 4 

1 - 2 

127 

2 6 II I I 8 10 a II> 9 

2 - 10 II - - 4 -10 

I J2 II 

21-

194 

I 4 7 

363 

3 I> '1 

- 15 6 I Jl - 1 IIi - a 10 -

114 112618- 346 

TOTAL .. - 277 Il 0 1=1=6='==7=1==8=3=3=5=0=1==5==-=8=1=2=1=5==3=1==4=15===-=I==6=1:::4=J=I=JJ=1..,3=1=1==9=13=9=l:=:=2=1=I=O=10= 

AUaAGE _ - 46 5 0 I 2 11 5 138 14 0 - 13 6 3 8 10 - 13'-; 1 lI' 1 15 61 I 10 ! I' 3 9 10 

For a Maund of th .. country, weighing -26Iba. _ - - lI5lbo. - - - R •• 1. 7 ... 61" 

llellary ~~~~c~~~~~ec:'~~~II!'::'.:"OIl Cirouit, 1 
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of Land, and the Cost thereof, in different TalookB of the Bella". Division of the Ceded Districts. 

Dift'erenu between 
ColuJllaa e aDd ll. 

Profit. 

12. 13. 

CeBuga of Colomna 3 aDd 6 Dn '?aloJlln 6. 

Centage of Centage of 
the the 

Val,l .. fCottoo Valo~ oUeed 
in 

I Column 3 
on 

ColllmD 6. 

14. 

in 
Colomno 

on 
Column 6. 

16. 

Tou ... 

16. 

ProportIon of Colton and its Seed. 

Detail of Cool in Column 11 o. tbe Proport\Olla of the Espeneeo for Cotton 
I\Dd Seed, ealeulaled on theu' 'aloe reopecbvely. 

Proportioll 

DC 

Espe_ 

17. 

For Cotton. 

CncarTax. 

18. 

TOTAL. 

19. 

Proportion 

of 

Espenoe. 

20. 

For Seed. 

Clrear Tu 

21. 

TOTAL. 

22. 

I-------�-----~·~----;-------:-------~~---~-----~------I-------~-----I------R,. II. p. R.. a. p. R,. a. p. R.. a. p. R, .... p. R,. a p. R •. a. p. \ lU. a. p. R,. (I. p. R,. a. p. . . . 

- 1 4 

- :I 9 

- :I 7 

R,. a. p. 

- 7 -

- 12 2 

- 10 :I 

- - - - - - - -

= = = : = = =\= 

-. -.-. -:-6-8 -I==-==I==-==:==-==I==:===II-=~---=I==-=:I==-=I_-__ -_ 
23 ui - \ 100 - - 1 11 3 11 13 6f 3 8 9 - 8 a \~~ -1 ~ 

- 6 9 

~ 3 10 

- 10 7 

- 1 1 76 6 -

- 3 8 

- 10 :I 

_ II 4 

--}:----::--" I-:---=--!·=-==:=·=-=I=-=t:=-=I=- - -
~ 2 I. . ., 76 6 - 23 10 - I 100 - -\ I 8 - 1 3 3 2 11 3 \ - 7 6 - 5 11 I 

- 1 1 

- 8 6 

- 4 5 

- - 9 . . . - - 8 

- 13 5 

.. ~ 8_11--_-}-1-2-~------!------~---_------I--------r-----~------+I---=~-~-----I~-=--
• • ·1=_==I::::~=I)=I:=7::::6=6=-=11=2=3=1::::o=~=I:=}0=o=_=-=1==I=,::'}=0=1:=_=I=}=6=1==2=_=='=\:=_=6:=6=1==_=3=7=1 - 10 1 

- 4 -

- 10 2 .... 
- 6 8 

- 2 8 

- 2 -

- 10 7 

~~'1--_---5-7-'-------'-------'--------'~--11--_---~--_---1--_--'1~--_--'I~ --_-
."c • ~I. _ 1 _ I 76 6 - 23)0 - toO - - 1 8 - I 4 1 2 12 1 - 'I 6 1:=-=6==3=t:=-=:)=3=9=. 

29,6-Sess. 2. 
(E. E.) per (signed) '4. Mellor, Collector. 
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STATEMENT showing the COTTOY PRODUCTioN in an Aere of First. Second, and Third Sorts 

-------~------------~.--------~--------------------~~ : Product in an A.ore. Coot of Expenditure, 

NUllfBER 

CottOIl. Seed I 
1-,-1----.·----I Total 

Cuet of Husbandry. 

I .. nd Production 

NAMES 

of I 
TALOO'KS. 

Quantity. Value. Value it. QUo.ntlty. Value. 
Tour.. 

Amount I Total Coot 

cm:J.;,,_ 
Columna 

3 and 5. 
• 

J. 2. a. 4. 6, 6. 9. 10. 11. 
---I---------I------I------l-------I-----------1~-----;-~----~~--~,------I,------1 

Lb •• D.t. dr. Rs. G. 'p. Lb •• o%, dr. R •• a. p. 1U. G. p. R •• 11. p. Bo. G. p. R,. G. p. R.. fl. p. Il •• fl. p. 

1. Bellary - I 62 8 0 , 3 9 6 187 8 0 - 16 - '4 8. - 15 9 1 n· 2 10 9 2 4 9 "16 6 

2. Adonie- - I 69 15 0 3 8 6 79 13 0 1 - 6 4 8 10 - 13 6 
I 

3. Goollem I 
4. PUIIChapolIem-

56 '0 2 13 - 168 12 0 1 2 - a 16 - . _ 12 9 

62 a 0 3 J2 - 187 8 0 - 15 - 4 11 - - 14 6 

6. Gooty -

6. Tadputry 

• I 56 4 0 3 6 - 168 12 0 

! 

17626- 3-_ 66_ 

146 212 28- 4 D 2 

183 268 23- 4 D 8 

I J 9 1 13 3 2 8 - 4 6 3 

1642162 __ 416 

'fOTAL -

• I a9 14 0 3 14 .. 5 179 10 0 

-1-;750 2015 4 l,'07i'WO 

_I 59 9 0 3 7 11 178,11 0 

12- 4S- -116 

16754- -111\ 

6 8 - 27 7 4 -4-i5":"I--=-S-7--=a-1-I-a-6-a+-I'---7 -"-1-2-7- 1-.--.-1 

1 1 41 4 9 a - 13 2\ I :=:== 2 3 S 2 6 8 • 1;=:-1 AVERAGK -

1. BeJJary 

2. AdoDle 

_ I, 51 9 0 2 15 5 j 154 11 0 

- 44 13 0 2 10 _41 134 14 0 

- 12 4 3 11 9 - 15 9 

- 12 4 3 /I 8 - 13 6 

• 1 7 2 2. 11 I S 61 3 '15 5 

I 3" :I - 10 2 - - 4 - 10 

3. Gooll.m _ 42 12 0 2 2 127 10 0 - 13 7 2 15 7 - 12 9 1 - 2 

127 

- 16 6 

1 1 4 

1 12 11 I 8 - 3 4 Jl 

4. Pun.hapollem 

5. Gooty - -

6. Tad putry -

TOTAL - -

AVERAGE 

I. Bellary 

2. Adonie-

3. Goollem 

4. Punch'pollem 

4i 14 0 2 13 - 140 10 0 - 11 3 3 8 3 _ 14 6 2 J - 116 326 

46 14 0 2 13 - 140 10 0 - 15 - 3 12 - - 11 6 1 11 - J 13 2 3 8 2 

44 13 0 2 14 10 134 14 0 I - 2 3 15 - - 11 1 I '12 6 1, 8 - 3. 6 
------------------- --'--1-------1-----1----- --·--1------/ 

5 - 8 21 5 3 4 15 - 6 14 1 11 13 1 9 1 2 21 • 3 

40 '~o .() j 2 5.4 121 14 0 -' 9 9 2 15 1 - 16 9 1 3 4 2 3 I 

388 

- 13 1 I 3 - 2 

1 - - I 2 12 10 30 3 0 I 1]2 2 90 10 0 - 8 3 2 4 5 - 13 6 - 15 4 1 12 10 

28 11 0 I I 7 - 85 15 0 - 9 2 2 - 2 - 12 9 - 11 10 1 8 7 - 12 -I 2 4 7 
i 

31 4 0 I 1 14 - 93 12 0 - 7 6 2 ~. ~ - 14 r. - 13 - I I II Il - 9 4 I 2 4 9 

5. Gooty • 

6. Tadputry 

31 8 0 f 2 4 - 112"11 0 - 12 - 3 - - - 11 6 - 13 2 - 1 8 8 1 8 = II 3 - 8 

- 30 3 o! I 15 3 90 10 0 - 10 10 2 10 1 - 11 1 - 12 4 I 1 7 6 J - - 2 7 6 
I--------·,-------I--------~------·I-------I-------I-------I-------I------

198 7 0 j 11 9 9 695 5 0 3 9 6 15 3 3 4 IA - 5 5 - I 10 4 - 6 10 5; 15 It 6 

:: • -~. 2 I 1 II 4 - 15 1 j 2 10 5 AVERAGB 

1. Bellary 

2. Adome-

3.00ollem • 

4. Punch.pollem 

6. Gooty -

33 I 0 I 1 15 -

o 1 2 15 5 

01 2 10 4 

42 12 0 l! -2 -

46 14 0 213 -

99 3 -

154 11 0 

13414 0 

127 10 0 

140 10 0 

- 9 7 287 

- J2 4 

- 12 4 

- 13 7 

- II 3 

3 I1 8 

368 

2 15 7 

383 

- 13 2 

- 16 9 

- 13 6 

- 12 9 

- 14 6 

46,14 0 2 13 - 140 10 0 - 15 - 3 12 - - II 6 

6. Tadputry - 44 13 0 2 14 10 134 14 0 1 - 2 3 16 - - 11 1 

TOTAr. - -' 277 I1 0 116 77 833 5 0 5 - 8 21 5 3 4 15 -

AVERAGB _ - 46 5 0 I 2 11 6 138 14 0 - 13 5 3 8 10 - 13 .2 

1 7 2 

134 

1-2 

1 2 7 

- 15 6 

2 6 11 I 
2 - 10 

1 12 II 

2 1 -

1 8 10 

:I - -

315 9 

4 - 10 

J 9 4 363 

J 4 7 367 

1 11 - J 15 - 3 10 -

114112518- 346 

6 14 I 11 13 1 9 13 9 2J 10 10 

1 2 4 1 15 6 1 10 4 3 9 10 

-For a Maund of this coDnt';', weighini 251bs. - - - 261bo. - - - R •• I. 74. 6p. 

llellary DIstrict, Collector's Office, Cln Circuit. } 
Ramandroog, 6 Aprillt14fj. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF' COTTON IN INDIA. 

of LBnd, Bnd the Cost thereof, in different Talooks of the Bellary DivIsion of the Ceded Districts, 

DIfference between 
Colum ... 6 and II. 

Proporhoo of Coltoo and its Seed. 

centage of Columna 3 and 5 00 ~olDmD 6. Detail of Coil in Column }} oa tbe Proportion. of the Expense. for Colton 
and Seed, ealculaled 00 theIr "a1ue respectIvely, 

Pr06t. 

12. 13. 

Centage of Centage of 
the the 

ValueofCottoo ValU! of Seed 
io 

, Column 3 
00 

Columll 6. 

14. 

io 
Colum05 

00 

Column 6. 

lb. 16. 

Proportioa 

or 
E"P"noe. 

17. 

For Cotto ... 

CircarTax. 

18. 

TOTAL. 

19. 

Proportioo 

or 
Expen&e. 

20. 

For Seed. 

21. 

TOTAL. 

22, 

I-------I·-------r--------:~-----:--------r-------~-----~--------l-----,r-----·I-----R,. G. p. R.. G. p. R.. G. p. R,. G. p. It.. G. p. R,. a p. R,. II. p. R,. G. p, R8. G. p. 

· - -

_ 1 " 

- 2 9 

·27 

R,. G. p. 

- 7 . 

·12 2 

- 10 2 

R •. Cf 1'. 

_________ 1-----1-----1----1,-.----1------1-----'.---1--
-- I - - I 

· - . 
• · . 

• b 9 

_ 3 10 

• 6 8 

==.=1=1=1=7=6=6=.=1=2:::3=}=0=·=1'=1=0=0=.=.=1==1=1I:=3=1!=I=I=3=6=\:==3=8=9=11=.=8=5='I:=-=9=2 ==1 ==1:::=7= 

·38 

- 10 2 

- 5 " 

·10 7 - - --.-} -. ---=--' '-':::---=--I . _ t _ _ -- I :- _ I 
====;=-=- ===;I=====F==I===:~~=I====:== --=-=- 2 \. • • I 76 6· 23 10 • I 100 - - 1 8· 1 3 3 2 II 3 I . 7 6 - Dill . 13 D 

- I 1 

- 8 6 

- " D 

- - 9 

- - 8 

1 __ 4 __ 2 ___ 8·-I----------il-----------I~--_I---_--___ --I--__ ---__ .r-__ --__ ~ ____ --__ --.I--------I----------~-------
•• -}I 2 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - I --

'I~~ 76 6· 23 10 ~ 100 - . ==.=,,=:}=0=1=_==1=1=6=1==2=_=='=):: =-=6 61 . :I 7) -)0 1 

- 2 8 

.4· 

·10 2 

.,. 6 8 

___ =_l_: __ ~ __ I ____ ~ __ ---I-___ ~ _____ I _________ II ____ --_____ .I.----____ li ____ ---i.----~----.I---------~--------I--_--------
.1 . II 7 -- -- - -- - -- -- I - I 

1-=.=.=" =.=='=\' _ 1 _ I '6 6 - 23 10 - 166 - - 1 8 - 1 4 1 2 12 1 • 7 6\ - 6 3 t=·=1=3=~::; 
, 

(E. E.) per (signed) 'A. Mellor, Collector. 

29.6-Sess. 2. l\A 
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16 PAP;ER~ RELATI~G .TO MEASVR~S TAK£N SINCE 1847 

To T. B. Roupell, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of extract froUl the 

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date 14th October 1847, requiring
me, with reference to my letter, dated 28th August last, regarding the cultivation 
of cotton in this district, to submit a fresh return, together wlth the data on 
which it is founded, those received from the several collectors of the districts 
therein mentioned, in reply to tbe Board's. circular, . dated 10th June 1847. 
exhi4iting results both with regard to productIon and prlce of the article that are 
quite irreconcileable with each other. 

2. I have the honour, in conformity with the above requisition, to report the 
result of a further inquiry tbat hai.i minutely been entered into on tbis important 
subject, with a view to the actual facts connected therewilh being collected from 
the different parts of the district in wh'jch cotton is principally cultivated, and to 
the most accnrate information being obtained regarding the present condition of 
the cotton trade, agreeably to, the observations contained iii the above extract 
from the Board's Proceedings. 

3. Fresh returns in detail having been required from the se\'eral talJsildars, the 
information contained in tbe accompanying Statement A. has been collected from 
their replies, and from every other source procurable on the several points on 
which the Board have dwelt . 

• 
4. For the fdcility of calc.ulation, the result as to tbe production and price of 

, the ,article raisea in ope gorroo, 01: eight acres of land, has been estimated and 
ent~req in this, statement, the lands having been classified under the heads of 
best, mediulD, and inferior; the particulars of the costs and charges actually 
incurred in the cultivation of cotton, in the above·mentioned extent of tht!se 
different descriptions of soil, in different localities of the district; the amount 
derived by the cultivator from the sale of cotton seed; the assessment leviable 
on these lands respectively in r~spect to quality and the net profit deriv,ed by the 
ryot, bav,e also been entered; and from tbis statement has been deduced a calcu
lation, as therein exhibited, showing the average* quantity of cotton that is pro
duced jn each acre, and tbe price t~ereof per lb. 

-----

5. The following statement affords the information required with reference to 
the concluding part of para. 3 of the extract from the Board's Proceedings under 
reply. 

6. Statement showing the assessment in the different descriptions of cotton 
land. and th~ £robable extent of laud of each 'description under cultivation. 

" 
, -

Best'Rort of Cotton ' 
Medium on III xed Land •• Inferior oIi RP.d Dry Inferior on Wet I TOTAL. 

on Plack Land. Landa, Landl,&c. 

I 'j Acres. A ... ssment. Acres. A.sessment. Acree. A ..... ment. Acres. I Assessmenl. Acres. A_ .. ment. 

2. s. 4. 5. 6. 7. s. 9. I 10. II. 

I i R,. Rs. Rs. Rr. I Rs. I 
5R~128 93,452 20,442 23,340 10,62:J 11,103 14A i ],071 I 89,341 1,29,022 
54,829 88,817 20,040 22,136 10,582 10,585 168.1 1,169 83,649 1,22,707 
50,136 79,505 18,086 20,723 9,302 9,404 120 i 862 77,644 1,10,5,&! 

54,793 86,652 18,861 20,923 10,240 11,241 157 ' 1,)95 84,0;)1 1,20,011 
;)4,647 84,?66 19,314 21,351 9,985 10,486 215 : J,243 84,J61 1,17,846 

i -- -
TOTAL - - 2,72,533 4,33,192 96,743 1,08,473 50,732\ 52,919 808 I /),546 1 4,20,816 i 6,00,180 

, 

8!,163 j Average - - 54,506 86,6:38 19,349 21,695 
j 

10,58~ -162 1 1,109 1 
J,20,026 10,146 I 

, 

1256 - - 4/),360 I 79,226 2),965 25,324 11,237-1 12,057 380 I 2,813 i 79,942 _~ 1,19,420 

" 

7. The 
Quantity of cotton produced in an acre, eight maunds. Price or cotton ver lb. Rs 1. 2iu~' 
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7. The produce of a field of medium and inferior soils, is 20 and 4(} per cent. 
respectively less than that raised on lands of the best description, as one acre of 
be::t soil will produce ten mauc.rls Qf cotton, while the same extent of mediUlll and 
inferior soih yieWs. .eight and six mau.nds respectIvely.' The above remarks as 
to quantity produceq ill an. acre of these, different descriptions or soil apply t() 
cotton which has not been cleansed all; separated from the seed; the quantity 
that remains after the cotton has undergone this process is one-fomth of the 

. whole; consequently the produce per acre 06 cleansed cottCi>n may be estimated 
at varying from' two' and. a half to one and a haIf maunds~ dependent on the 
natu.re Qf tile soil. 

S. Cotton i~ picked three or four times in this district, and at each pidung- the 
.quality is somewl1at superioJl tD that'.bt;ia~ned at each succeeding picking". being 
cleane!! and less intermixed with particleS' of dried husks,. and dry friable leaves 
of the 'plant. In like manner the quantity picked at first excet;ds that obtained 
.at subsequent picking:s. The pickings are not kept distinct, but are mixed 
together ~ a. practice however objectionable. as it is adopted by the cultivators 
under the impression (as' they have severaf of them informed me) that the cotton, 
:more ot" less damaged from having been picked at the enel of the season les" 
,carefully than on former occasions, would not find a ready sale unless mixed up 
:with the rest o{ better quality, 

9. Cotton is generally classified into two sorts; the white being the .fil'st, the 
red or coloured the second sort. The former is cultivated in'the fine black 
-soils, and to some extent in the red and mixed lands, while the latter is rarely 
cultivated in the superior description of SOIl. W'hen any difference eXists as to 
the quality of the red cotton from that usually produced, from whatever cause 
'arising, the same is reCkoned as third ,sort. 

10. This stapJ'e article has been sold for the last five fuslies in the different 
parts of the district ,at the a,-:erage price of from 39 to 36 rupees per candy of 
.500Ibs. , I 

] 1. The present want Gf. tegl+kF~laeaJ,. markets. ~ tile cultivators will pro
bably, now that the demand for cotton appears to be s~ great, be supplied by 
the encollragemen~ afforded to exporters in this country by the English market, 
thereby at the same time occa~ioning increased and, remunerative production; 
.and the abolition of the imposts of this article will, under existing circumstances, 
materially benefit the cotton trade of the country. 

) 2. Adverting to the information required in regard to the actual cost of the 
transit, whether by carts or bullocks, to the nearest port of shipment, I beg 
to state that, from every inquiry I have made on the subject, I am given to 
understand that the price paid by merchants for bandies engaged for the con
veyance of goods to the Presidency is 12 annas for every 10 miles, and that a 
bandy load consists of 40 maunds, or two candies, A bullock is not capable 
of carrying generally on the average more than eight maunds, and as it appears 
that the hire of a bullock for the same distance is four annas, the mode of con
veyance i~ greatly in favour of bandies; and it is needless to observe that, as 
persons wishing to convey goods for exportation make their own arrangements 
with owners of bandies, how very desirable it is that the cost of transit should 
be reduced by th{> presence of a good high road to Madras, the nearest port of 
shipment at which goods are exported, instead of one, as it now is, almost im
passable for carts; additional charges are also incurrible (which must be added 
to the costs of transit) for gunny and for weighing and packing the cotton, and 
these are estimated at three rupees for every candy of 20 maunds. 

13. On a reference to the abstract statement annexed to the Board's proceed
ings under reply. it_ is obsened that the. cost of cultivation. in this dIstrict is 
entered at 2 p. 91 c. per lb., while in Bellary it is 7 p. 24 c. Thif; apparent dis
crepancy in the results so exhibited is however readily and satisfactorily 
accounted for by the price- of the seed being' in this district more than double
what it is in Bellary, owing to the cultivation of. this description of prpduct 
being proportionally carried on to a greater extent in the latter district, the 

2g6-Sess. 2.' C amount 

n. 
Madras. 
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amount realised in the sale of which seed has! in the. returns previously sub
mitted, been deducted from the actual cost (Jf productIOn. It has been ascer .. 
tained; on a reference made, that in 13ellary Rs.2. O. 6. is the computed net 
cost of production incurrible in each acre _ oi land, and f~om this has been 
deduced the calculation as entered in; the return made from that district, the' 
acre being considered to yield on the average.";Olbs. 

14. The cost of cultivation per acre in BelIary is Rs. 2. 12. 6., the amount 
realised on the sale of seed, at the rate of 10 maunds per rupee; for 7 i maunds 
(t~e quantity estimated as procurable, from cotton p~duced in an acre) is 12 
annas, which, deducted from the cost of productIOn, leaves a Lalance- of 
Rs.2. O. 6. as above shown. The same quantity of cotton seed in this district 
'sells for Rs.2. 5. 4., and' the price oLll maunds, at this rate, would be 
Rs.1. 12.0., hence the net cost of production in this district would be pro
portionally less, I\S represented in the returns. 

Cuddapah District, Collector's Offi~p
on Circuit, 

.K~~lgQ9Itt1ahL .~4 J!',ebruary 1848 
I 

(signed) J. H. Cochl'(lne, 

Collector. 



No. I.-STATEMENT showing the Quantity of COTTON produced, and the CHARGES of. CULTIVATION, &C., in the Zillah of Cudclapah, as per Accounts received from 
different Talooks. 

Estimated q118.ntlty of 
Cotton produced, and itl 
Value :-

Quantity. • .{ 

. 

. 

Quantitrof Quantity of Quantity of 
Total 

Qq .. ,,) Q-trlQ ...... ,J 
Cotton Cottoll Cotton Cotton CottQD Cotton Total 

produced produced produced Quantitr 
Average. pro~uced . produ~ed • produe~d QUftntitr Average. 

in in Medium in Infelior In III MedIUm In Inferior 
I 

Belt Land. Land. Land. produced. Best Land. Land. - Land. produced. j 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5, 6. 1. 8. 9. 10, I 11. 12. 

Maund,. ¥aund,~ Mau,,,1,. Malinda. I Maunda. Maunda·1 Maunda. Maullds. Maulld,. Maund,. RB ••• p. centa. 

12 4.8 I 16 21 2 11 6 2 1. Cotton, at one m8uud of 25 lb •• . · . . · . 20 16 · 2. Cotton leeds, at onll maund or 25 lb •• · . - · - 60 48 

· 
I 

TOTAL - - - 80 64 

36 144 48 1. , 6 4 i j 18 6 

r~-- -l;-T-~- -;;---8--:-;-\~-t---;-.I-----

R,. a. p. &. a. p. R,. a. p. R,. a. p. R,. a. p. 
3. Average rate of pi ice of Cotton per candy of 20 maund! eaCb} 39 _ _ 29 8 7 21 9 7 90 3 2 30 I 1 

of 2:; Ibs. wltbin the last five year. - - - • • 

Viz.:-

Fusly Fusly Fuslr Fusly Fusly IIAV_lose 
Total. per 

- 1252. 1253. 1254. 1255. 1256. Candy. 
_____ IItl" ~L!!:ll.!!U::LI~ __ 

RB • &. R,. R,. RB. RB. R,. 

Flrst'lOlt • 39 38 38 40 40 19'; 39 

Second lort 37 36 36 38 38 185 37 
• I 

Tblrd Bort - 36 35 35 37 37 180 36 I 

, 4. Value of Cotton leeds above mentioned. at &.4. 10. per 20} 8 6 5 33 9 7 11 :I 
maund. each of 251ba. • • • _.. • • 1-1 - -, U 3 2 

__ 1 ______ ----

2 

- I 
TOTAL • • • R,. 53 _ - I 40 12 9 30 - - ,123 12 9 41 4 3 

. - I 
~8. a. p. R,. a. p, R,. n. p. & ••• p. RB. a. p. 

414 - 311 2 lIll 2 11 4 4 312 1 - 1 II 98 

I 

1 12 - 1 6 5 1 _ 10 4 :; 3 1 6 5 - - 5 37 

'/ --
6 10 I 5 1 7 3 12 - 15 7 7 5 2 6 - 1 8 35 -I 

(CQutlllued) 

... 
I.C 



~io. 1.-STA.TEMENT showing the Quantity of Cotton produced, and the Charges of Cultivation, &c. in the Zillah of Cuddapalt, In pel' A.ccounts received fl'Qln different Talooks-contil!uerl, 
$'c=a-

1. 

Quantity of Cotton produced in One GOlf 00 or Eight Acres Ave/age Quantity of Cotton produced in One Acre of Land, 
of Landi and Cultivating Charges, &c. • and the Cultivating Cbarges. &c. 

QuantityoC Quantity oJ Quantltyof 
Cotton Cotton Cotton' 

produced produce4 produeed. 
in in N edium 1U Inferior 

Best Land. Land. Land. 

2. 3. 4. 

Total 

t\uantity 

I'roduced. 

5. 

---1---,---.----.---.---. 
Quautityof Quantity of IQuantity of 

Cotton Cotton Cotton ' 
Avel'age. produced produced produed 

in in MedIUm in lnfellor 
Best Land. Land. Land. 

6. 8. 9. 

-rotal 

Q1\antlty 

Prol)uced. 

10. 

J\ verage. 

11. 

Value 
of Flfst SOl t 

Cotton 
per Ib , together 

with 
the Cltltivating 

Charges 
1U detail. 

12. 
--'-' ------~._--------~' ... "--~-... ' ""'-''-----~---I--------- -' ------- --.--+'----- -'------------1------

i 

Charges for preparing the 
land ready for lowing. 

Chllrges for sowing aeeds, 
Bnd also for other pllr· 
poses, &0. ' 

Vallie of the leeds, bire for 
separAting .eed. troUl tb. 
cotton, &c. 

Fee. to Clll'nll/llfl, &c. 

, 

5. Hu'e for piougbing tbe land witb eIght yokes ol bullocks, at 
eight annas per yoke .. • Q - " - "i 

6. Sire for levellmg the land with ~j gorroo," wilh lWG fokes 
• of bullocks, at eight IInlld..-per yoke. • - - • 
'I. Hire for harrowing w1th II goontekay witb two yokes or 

bullocks, at eight annai per yoke • .. - • • 

8. Hire f"r sowing cotton seeds with II gorlOa, including the 
bullocks and tbe coobes· '- - - " .. -

9. Hire for again levelbnlJ the ground after the seeds hllve been 
sown with oue goontekay • - - • - • 

10. H1re for 16 men for weedmg grass, &c., grown among tbe 
plants, ali 1 A. 4 p. each· - • - - - • 

, 11. Hire for three yokes of bullocks for weeding cotton crop 
with lin instrument called II cuttaramltta goonekay" after_ 
it bas advanced one month old • - • • -

Rs. d. p. Ra. a. p. Rs a. p. I lis. a. p. 
4 - - ,- - 4 - - n - -
1 • -

1 - -

1 - -
I 

1 - - I 1 

3 - .. 

3 - -

~ 8 - - 8 - -.s' - 1 '8 -

) ~ 4 154 ~ 5 4 4 - _ 

Ra. II. p. 1!8. a. p. 

4-- -,8-

1-- - 2 -

1 -. ·2-

1.- -2-

- 8 - - 1 -

154 - 2 8 

1 II - - ,a -

RB. II. p. i RI. II. p. RB. a. p. 

-8-1-11- 18-

- 2 - - 2 - - 6 -

- 2 - - 2. - 6 -

- 2 8 - 2 B - 8 -

- 3 - - a - - 9 -

lao Value of one maund of CDttOI1 leeds at " annllS per each 
maund ot 2S Ibe. _ - • • • • - - 1 4 - 1 4.. 1" - 5 12.. 1 4 - - ~ 6 - 2 6 

13. Hire for gatbenng 80 DlIIUndll)r cotton"from pods lit one anna 
- ! 6 - , 6 

- 6 - 18-per maund - ~ • • - • - _ - I) - - 4':' - 3 - - 12 .... 4 ~ - - 10 - - 8 _ 
14. If the above 80 mllund. of cotton is separated'from seeds, 

• will reduce to' 20 maunds, the remainder, 60 maunds, being 

Ra. a p. Rs. a. p. cent •• 

- 8 - 1 S3 

-2- ---38 

- 2 - - -' - 38 

-2- ---38 

- I" - - - 19 

-28 - .. -52 

- 3 - - - .. lI8 

- 2 6 - 48 

- 8 - t 92 

leeds; and the hire for separating them 1S calclll.ted at • 
1 a. 4p. per mallnd • • • .. - • - 6 - '. 4 - - 3 - - la - - ,,- _ - 16 - _ S _ _ 6 - 1 8 - - 8 - - - 1 92 

15. Amount of fees Dr mllTa pll\d to the village curnllms, &.c. - 1 - - 1 - - 1 - - 3 _ - I - - _ ~ - _ I _ - 2 - - 6 - - II - - - - 38 

16. Total cbarges from 5th to 15th coillmn • • - • 22""'941(2094 "i89-4- 6l'j'2':" 21) "9' 4 2 13 1! 2!J 2 2 II 21--;"02'92--:-:-166 
, 17. Deduct the p\ofit deriNed by tile ryots from the above 60 

maund.of,eeds, ns mentioned In Col. 4... - - • ~_:.J~~~~~ f 11 3 2 ~ - 1 6 II ~~~~~ 1 6 6 - - I) 37 

18. Net charges - • • • • • - - • 2~ .9 _41196 ~ _21 180 .2 1.1 42S8 _2 .b 196 _6 _2 81 _1.2 ! _2 _9 11 _' ~ I 3
6

, 8_ _3 21 _2.9 _-.- 98 2291 19. Add amount of assessment ot land payable to government - ~ - ..-

20. TotalcbaTgt'1 - - • • • • - • • '-3-2-9-"-;'--2;'--6-2-i 18 211176 2 It 25 6 2 f412329f244r983 3 2 9 - 1 :r;o 
21. 'Net profit derived by tbe ryot. as per rate. mentioned in ==1 I~= I -I' = = T -1= 

CDlumn 3, .ner d.Uucting above cbarges 88 per Col. 20 • II 6 8 I 4 :I 5 i 3 6 8 j U - to 4 to til _ 12 10 - $ 1I - 6 10, 1 12 1 - 9 4 -. 2 48 

Cllddapah Dlatrlot, Colleetor'. Clreuit Cutcherrr ,} 
KOIIsOQntlah, 24 F.brnr)' 1848. 

(aiped) J. H. CocArPI, 
Colleelor. 

I-J' 
o 
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To D. lVhite, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort 

Sir,. 
St. George. 

Para. 1. I HAVE the hono\lr .to reply to the orders of your Board, dated the 
14th ,Octobt'r last. requiripg furtht'r particulars of information respecting the 
cul~ivation of cotton in KumooL 

2. In my communication of the 4th October last, I reported that the average 
quantity of cotton which it had been calculated was annually. produced on one 
acre in this district was 281bs. Adverting to the Board's observations" I beg 
to mention that the quantity in qUf'stion had reference to cleaned cotton. The 
average is exhibited at this low figure, owing to a considerable extent of soil of 
very unproductive powers in fout' of the eight talooks of the agency being 
planted with cotton, the prorluce of which has materially affected what would 
otherwise have been the average observable; for, on further reference to the 
t!tatements which I receiverl from the several amildars, I find that the average 

II 
lladras. 

KURWOOL. 

outtum for a year of the cleaned cotton crop of the bt'tter descriptions of 
ground varies very slightly from that which, according to the reports submitted Bellary 
to your Board, appears to be realised from an acre in the Bellary and Cuddapah ~uddapah 
districts. urnool 

- 62l 
- 61 i 
- 57 

3. Adverting also to the quantity of cotton stated to be yielded by one acre 
of ground in the Madura collectorate, viz. 223 Ibs., I find on rt'ference to the 
reports before me, that the average produce of uncleaned cotton would in this 
district be :l28 Ibs. on the best kind of soil. The several other statements 
made in my address were based on the result of communications to the local 
amiWars. who, I believe, exerted themselves to ascertain from the cotton cul
tivators of their respective talooks such facts as seemed best calculated to 
supply the information respecting a five years' average for which the Board had 
called. 

4. 1 beg to add, that from subsequent inquiry I have ascertained that the 
average annual quantity of the best descl'iption of cotton produced on an acre 
of the best soil is 9 maunds 3 Ibs.; of medium soil, 6 maunds 1911bs.; of 
inferior soil, 4 maunds 8l Ibs. 

5: It is acknowledged that there is a difference between the quality of the 
cotton realised from the first, second, and third pickings; but ultimately the 
three sorts are mixed up together, a preference being given by the ryots to 
the cotton of the first picking, when selecting what it may be necessary to 
retaiu for household purposes. Occasionally in this district fourth and fifth pick
ings' take place, which are disposed of without any reference to the more or 
less value of the cotton thus. obtained, the same price beiug secured for the 
later as for the earlier pickings. 

6. The residue left after the'clearing of the three first-mentioned pickings is 
considered to be one-fourth; that of the occasional fourth and fifth pickings is 
less in quantity, being only one-sixth of the original crop. 

7. As respects the facts regarding cost and charges actually incurred o~ a. 
quantity of cotton in different localities, from which to deduce a calculation 
per Ib.;I regret that, in spite of my anxious df'sire to meet the Board's wishes 
,on this point, I have not been enabled IO procure data. on-v.hich I can satisfac
torily depend. When asked to declare what are in ~ruth and reality the several 
items of expenditure invoh"ed in bringing any given crop of cotton to maturity 
from the time of first breaking ground. I find the ryots questioned are either 
unable or unwilling to furnish credible particulars. 'The ground has been 
ploughed at interrals, not entirely with their own cattle; they have now and 
then had the assistance of their neighbours' bullocks; at other times they pave 
received the aid of ryots possessing cattle for hire, the payment of which is 
made, not in money, but by a share of the gross produce. A part only of any 

, one field is sown with cotton; a part is cultivated with a different crop; ~r,. if 
cotton has been sown on the whol~ of anyone field, something else has been 
grown there too, thus rendering it impossible to calculate with precision and 
certainty what has been the actual cost of preparing particular fields for the 

2g6-Sess. 2. c 3 cotton 
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cotton 'sowing. The same difficulties have attended my inquiries respecting 
the definite value of a crop when arrived at maturity, and its eventual disposal 
to the cotton buyer. For these reasons I have been compelled to abandon, as 
a hopeless undertaking, the attempt to procure a statement of facts on which 
to found the information for which your Board has called. 'My best ilttention 
has, however, JJeen given to the matter; and I beg to submit that, from the 
most careful inql.liries which it, has-been in my power to make, I consider it 

Cost per lb. : may safely he assumed that the cost and charges incurred in raising a pound 
a. p. of cotton of the first sort are one 'Rnna; those on cotton of the second sort, 

~dt ss~~t :: - i 10 pice; and that" inclusive of the Government demand. these charges will be 
- ret'pectiv~ly increased to,l anna ~1 pice and .I anna 0, pice. 

Charge of tl'ans- 8. The nearest port or place of export by sea for cotton grown in Kurnool 
T!:rt ~eb It: d would be Ram:iapatam, or,thereabouts, in'the Nellore district i and the actual 
2;;~ y an y, cost of transit oy a:bandy carrying~40, and a bullock 8 maunds of cotton, con

~o coast "by bul- veyed direct to'that coast, ~ould be, 2 ~ pice per lb. 
lock, 2 ~p. 

-

, 

9. As, howe,v:er, the conveyance of cotton from this proyince by the most 
direct rqq,d, to the ;c9ast would inyolve the necessity of transporting it along a 
difficult 20"milei!\ of ghaut in the, range of. hills which divides the north-f'astern 
portion'C!f ,Kurnool from part" of C~ddapah,.~ do not consider it probable that 
tha~ line of transport, wiI! be, genc\'ally adopted, unl~ss the ghaqt be made 
passable_ for bullock. ,ban~ies;. 'and ;until .so importaut an imprQvement is 
~1fected, th13 'p-resent sy~tem pf trl,l.llsmitting Kurnopl cot~on produce to I Cudda
pah, wh~nc~ it D.m;is its ~VflY tq, M~dras, will doubtless be continued. 

10. The central part of,this'distric1'is about 287'miles distant from Madras, 
to which the co~t of'traIisit '~er; lb. would be ~ pice". . ' ' 

III J q, the ,a.bs~n,c~ 01' a ,distinct a~<i ..re~ognised classification of soils under a 
regulaJ; turruD?-w~, ass~ssme:p,t" I :regret 1DY inability to. state tbe amount of 
-Government demand leviable. ·on the differ_ent, descriptions of cotton groundy 

and the,:pfobable extent ofland of each description under cultivation; but, for 
your Board's information, I beg to annex a statement showing, for Fusly 1256, 
the aggregate quantity of'land on which cotton was grown in this collectorate 
during that period, tb~ sum tQtal, .Qf .the ~aSsessment realised thereon" and 
certain deductions from those data, which your Board may perhaps desire to 
have under view in a concise form. 

K urnool .L)istrict, 
Agent's Circuit Ca:r,nP1 Chaugalmurray, 

31 December 1647. , 

.(signed) H. D. Phillips, 
Agent to the Governor. 

STATEMENT of COTTON grown in Kurnool in Fusly 1256. 

Total Amount 
Extent of Quanbty Assessment of 

Average "f, 
Average Profit Lou 

Land of Cust 
of Assessment 'of Sale Price of to to 

Cultivate4 Clean of 
the Land 

and Ditto 
realised Ditto the Ryots tbe ltyoh 

with Cotton Production. Cost of b1 
per lb. per lb. Cotton. produced. Cultivated. Production. 

per lb. Ryots. 
per lb. 

------ I 
.A. . 0, C. RB. Il. P C. R, • II. p • 

1st Sort, or Wlute Cotton. 
C.RB. Il. p. C.R#.a.p. C.RB. a. p. C.R#. Il. p. C RB. II. p. C.IU.II.p 

..: - -11. Chngulmurry · -. - - - - - - -- - - --

CI 

£!g 
~ ~ . 
--Co! 

P~ 
1's1° i .. ~ 
II'" i ..e= 
-C "". 

LlJ,. 

--~. Seruel -- - - - - - - 32r.~ S. Nuudlal - · 2,160 24 70,075 3,073 5' 4, 1,036 5 - 4,109 10 3 - - ll! 4.945 H 4 - 1 1~ - - 21 • 
21 31lt 4. PaUnInm · 3,461 21H 110,050 4,525 15 8 3,337 13 - 7,863 12. 8 - }: 1~ 6,600 4 - - - ll~ - . - -

5. Dhone . · 186 30! 5,418 247 2 3 U611 6 423 13 9 - 1 3 301 - 3 - - 10. - - - - 41 29" 

G. Goodoor • - 864 391 23,737 1,038 6 3 545 12 1,584 2 3 - 1 -I 1,426 13 - - - ll~ · - - - 1~ 27 {a 
'/. N UDOlcootCOOf 3,100 34,6 108,250 4,2M 2 5 2,832 3 10 7,083 6 3 - 1 -! 6.537 - 4 - - ll~ · - - - 1 29! 
8. Atcoor - 983 24 25,678 929 13 '1 9i3 13 - 1,903 10 7 - 1 2~ 1.540 11 - - - llj - - - - 21 26 - --- -i 30 1 'fOTAL - ll,358 14* 343.208 14,06" 13 .5 8,902 10 4 22,968 '1 9 - 1 -i 21,351 10 .11 - 1 - · - - -
I 

. -
(Slgtltd) H. D. Plu/IIp1, 

Agent to the Governor. 
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To D. White, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Rel'"enue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of extract from the proceed

ings of the Board, under date the 14th October, calling for further particulars 
regarding the cultil'"ation, &c. of cotton in this district. 

The entries in the statement forwarded with my letter of the 2d September 
refer throughout to " cleaned cotton:~ which bears to the uncleaned the propor
tion of one to four in value. The growth of cotton in Tanjore, as I have before 
remarked, is fOr home consumption only, the produce being expended in threads 
of sorts, lamp-wicks, &c., and as that superiority ot q~ality, which alone would 
make articles saleable in a foreign markc:t, is not aimed at by the growers for 
home comumption, but little pains are taken in the growth or cleaning of the 
cotton. To obtain the information required by the Board, all the chi~f growers 
of cotton were called on from "12 different talooks, and the result was that 
entered in my former statement; though from the little importance the culti
vators attach to the cultivation in general, it was difficult to obtain satisfactory 
replies to the qu("stions asked. As regards the mixture of the pickings, little or 
110 attention appears to hal'"c been made to keep them separate, though the first 
picking is described as the main one, a second being very inferior, and a third 
not worth attention. In many instances cotton and other dry grains are sowIt 
together, when the formeI' is only half attend£'d to, and when mixed with other 
cotton .Tenders the whole of less value. The marginal statement * gires the 
extent of the dIfferent sorts of land ulldeJ; culth-ation, thei1!; produqe, and the 
assessment on the same, while the statement formerly submitted shows the 
particulars of prices, cost of carriage, &c. obtained from the cultivators them
selves, the correctness of which a subsequent inquiry has confirmed. I have, 
therefore, not forwarded a separate statement on these points. 

Tanjore, Vullum, (signed) J. i. BiS/Up, Collector. 
21 December·1847 . 

. 
To D. Wllite, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 

, Fort St. George. . 
Sir. 

WITH reference to the proceedings of the Boatd ,o(Revemie of the 14th Oc
tober last, calling for more exact information relative to the cost and profit of 
the cultivation of cotton .. I beg to state that I find it impossible to obtain the 
accurate details required by the Board at the present time. 

2. The cotton crop is bacl-ward, owing to the sowing being impeded by heavy 
rains, and the harvest will not comUlenc~ till the' middle of-February, nor finish 
till l\Jay; the result ot: the sc'-eral pickings cannot therefore be ascertained by 

. actual observation until the latter period, and that to be gained by questioning 
the ryots at present is very vague and unsl;ltisfactory. I am informed that their 
record of the results of their farming operations is commonly .ery imperfect, 
and they do not communicate the data they possess with good will. 

3. I had prepared a l£'tte~, therefore, to inquire whether the Board could wait 
for the report until after the picking season, which "ill close early in }Iay; 

but 
• , . 

Extent Produce per ~o\cre 10 Pound .. Assessment 
, COTTON LAND. in per Acre 

Acres. Cleaned. Uncleaned. 
In 

Rupees • 

. 
Bestland- - - 327 60 240 3 
Medium - - .. 3,225 50 200 2 

--'--Inferior-- .,- - • - -"'- 2,142 30 • 120"" '1 --~ - ~..-. ... -- ... - -
. 

rOUL - - - 5,694 , , - . ~- .. _~ ..m. --.. ... -.----- -- ~ ___ ~~ _ .... w 

~96-Sess. 2. 

II. 
Madraa. 
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~ but a further letter from the Board, requesting an immediate answer, being 
received as it was about to be dispatched, i now beg to forward a statement 
containing the result of the best information I could obtain. 

4. The ryot's profit seems to be surprisingly small; but as he is generally the 
actual cultivator, the wages of labour fall to him. 

5. The proportion of seed to cotton wool was ascertained by actual experi-
ment. -

6. The price obtained by the ryot and that by the merchant was stated by a, person of each of those classes. 

Madura, \ (signed) R. D. Parher, Collector. 
10 January 1848. 

No. I.-MEMORANDUM of the Cost of COTTON cultivated, &c. in the },[aaura District. 

'Cost of Cotton Cultlvated on an Acre of Land. Cost of 1 Ib. 01 Cotton. 
DESCRIPTION. 

1st Sort of Land. 2d Sort of Land. 3d Sort Of Land. 1st Sort of Land. -2d Sort of ~~l 3d Sort of Land. 

Cost of cultivation 

Assessment -
TOTAL - -

Price obtained by} 
ryots - -

Profit for ryots 

* Ploughing 
Seed '
Weeding 
Picking 

-

dRa. a. p. c. 

• 3 15 - 321 
2 5 5 62 ~ 

~---

6 4 Ii 94! 

:j:6 8 II 6Ul 

- 4 5 II HI 

- , 

C.Ra. a. p. c. C.R8. a. 

3 liS - 321 3 15 

1 15 9 50 1 11 

514 9 821 5 10 
-

6 811 6W t- 1 

- 10 I 24 -fk -14 

C. Rs. a. p. c. 
2 2 1 691-
.,. 1 5 31 
1 1 3 78 l 
- 9 7.81! 

C.Rs. 315 - 32 t 

-

~------

p. /I. C.Ra. c. p. e. C.Ra II. p. /I. C.R8. c. p. /I. 

- 32i -, - 993-U - - 9 93-r: - - 9 93-P} 
6 40 U - - /) '9O U· - - 5 In - - 4 U ltr; 

-- - - - -

6.72H t- 1 11 84-n - I 294H - 1 2 27 fer 
- --- - - - -

453·W - 1 453 W - 1 453ttt - , 

433Ht - - - ~9Ut - - I 59-1} - - 2 26·ft 

, 
t Cleaned. The operation of cleaning is performed by the 

middleman, the price given by whom i. distributed on the 
produce of an acre, after the seed has been removed, to 
obtain this result. . 

+ Uncleaned. 

DES C RIP T ION. i Cost pel' Acre of Land. Cost oCJl1b. of Cotton. 
I . --, . 
C.Bs.a. p. c. C.Rs.a. p. c. 

Price paid to ryots by middle-} "'6 8 11 6U~ -;- 1 4 53 Ut C.R,. a. p. c. 
man - • - - -

Charges for cleaning cotton, &c. 288'Ht 
t Hire for cleaning .. - J2 3 74 t 1 11 3 12-i!- - -

Hire for carriage . - 13 - -
TOTAL .. - - 8 4 2ISU' - 1 7 421 Cloth, &e., for picking - 2 4-l! ----- - -----

Price of the cotton s~ed . - :\:1 4 9 81-11 - - 3 28-i~ C,R,. 1 11 3 12-ft 
Price of cleaned cotton 

, 
1 29U' 83S-!} . . ~S 1 - 1 

I 
I 

, TOTAL - . . 9 5 11 11-t~ - 1 11 63-i! . 
-

Profit of the middleman - - I 1 8 92 -fr;' - - 4020-W 

il At 21 rupees for 3 podhees, equal to 54- tolams, or 1,0121lbs., the price of 316 n lbs., tIle produce of an acre, is 
!ls.6. 8. II. 6U t• 

:j: At Rs.4. 2. 8. pr 40 tolams, or 7501bs. of seed, the price for 234 i;r lhe. is Rs. 1. 4. 9. 81 n. 
§ At 53 rupees per 2 To3 pothees, or 500 lhs,: equal to one barom or candy, the price of 76 A is B,.8. 1. 1. 29 HI. 

lIadura, } 
10 JaD.uary 1848. 

I 

(signed) R. D. PaTMr, Collector. 
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To D. While, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort 
St. George. 

Sir, 

II. 
Madras. 

WITH reference to the observations contained in the extract rom the Pro- TUINEVELLT. 

-ceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date the 14th October last, I have 
the honour to forward a fresh return, showing in immediate connexion with 
that exhibited in the former, the result of my subsequent inquiries regarding 
the cost of production, and other particulars of information concerning cotton. 

2. I beg leave also to send the accompanying letter from Mr. F. J. Finnie, 
American cotton planter in this district, showing forcibly the difficulties that 
are met with in obtaining accurate information of this kind from the natives of 
·this country. My own impression is that every time an inquiry were made a 
different result would be obtained, and that if not checked by some previous 
knowledge, it might lead to the most erroneous results. 

3. The data on which the present return is founded, is inquiries made at the 
Hoozoor, from certain selected cotton-growing ryots of several different talooks 
where the article is produced, rejecting information which was manifestly wrong. 
The chief value I put upon it is the approximation to the truth, which appears 
from concurrent testimony to have been obtained; in this point of view I think 
it better not to reject the result of former inquiries shown in the previous 
return altogether, but to test them as shown in the return and remarks now 
forwarded. The inquiry was of course not made by the lb., but on a large 
-quantity, and ill a measure with which the people are conversant, and then 
reduced to the rate per lb. as required. 

4. As Mr. Finnie's report, so far as it goes, is the very best data I can pro
'cure, I beg to refer to it fot' the information required regarding the difference 
between the different pickings, which appear all equally good, with the exception 
of the very first gathering and the very last, as also for the quantity that 
.remains after cleaning, which appears to be 25 per cent. when the churka is 
.made use of, and 22 per cent. when the gin is the process used. 

5. The extent of land cultivated with cotton in this district in Fusly 1256 
(exclusive of the zemindaries from which no-· accurate accounts have been 

..obtained), amounts to chains 25,208, as follows:-

1st. Class -

2d. Class -

3d. Class -

'Tinnevelly Collector's Office, 
24 December 1847. 

2 g6-Sess. 2. 

(signed) 

D 

Chains. 
- 9,916 

- 7,134 

- 8,15S 

F. B. Elton, 
Acting Collector. 

No.1. 
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PARTICULARS OF INFORMATION 

REQUIRBD. 

Column 1. 

lst.-The average price 
per lb. obtained by the ryot 
during the last five years for 
the different qualities Of cotton, 
classifying the article as 1st, 
2d, and ad quality. 

2d.-The cost per lb. of rais
ing this produce in ordinary 
seasons. 

3d.-The items or the several 
eJements of that cost, and espe
cially the ratio the Govern
ment assessment or the land
tax bears to the whQIe cost of 
production per lb. 

Note.-The average quantity 
raised on the acre of soil of 
different qualities should be 
glven1 and this average should 
be founded on the cycle of 
years or seasons as experienced 
In the district, the assessment 
on that acre, and an estimate 
of the other items of the cost of 
production. 

No.1. 

REPLIES TO THB SAMB. 

Column 2. 

l'ut Five T ead 
A,.~rage, 

price 2!: Lb. 

Rs. a. p. c. 
1st quality - - - 1 7 62 
2d ditto - - - 1 6 78 
3d ditto - - - 1 '5 94 

Assumed, on the talook 'oC 
Sauttoor~ the chief cotton-grow
ing talook of the district. 

1 a. 8 p. 56 c. cost per lb., as 
calculated in Fusly 1255, and 
which may be considered the 
ordinary charge. 

Items thereof: A. p. c. 
PloughinO" - - - 8 80 
Weeding by haud - - 1 36 
Ditto ; by digging - ~ 28 
Manurmg - - - 5 36 

Circar teerwah 
1 - 80 

- - 2 76 

1 3 J>6 

The Government assessment 
is <II 2q per cent. upon the 
whole cost above given. 

A verage produce on an acre 
of 1st sort land, 106 Ilbs. or 
cotton without seed; Zd sort 
land, 35 i ditto; 3d sort land, 
31 ~ ditto. 

N.B. As it is Impossible to 
obtain such minute information 
for a cycle of seasons, an or
dinary year (being neithl'r very 
good nor the contrary) has 
been made the basis of this 
average. 

For an acre of 
1st sort land -
2d - ditto -
ad - ditto -

Government 
AsseslllDent. 

.nt. fl. p. 
- I Ii -
- - 9 11 
- - 63 

Estimate of other items of the 
Cost of Production. 

Rs. a. p. 
PlollghinO' - - 1 4 -
Weeding by hand - - 7 2 
Ditto by iron in-} 

strument _ _ - 12 -
Manuring - - 1 12 1 

( 8 8 

RBSVLT OP ~BBSEII'T J:QUIRT.I, 
Column 3. I 

R&MARkS. 

Column 4. 

1st quality 
2d ditto 
ad ditto 

R,. a. p. c. 
• - - 1 Ii 1 
- - - 1 '88 
- - - 1 3 '16 

This is the rl.'sult of in
quil'Y mIllIe at ,the hooloor, 
from intelligent ryots of the 
two talooka of Sunkerainar
coil and Ottapedarum. 

1 a. a p. 87 c. cost per lb. _ The former information 
in Column 2, as regard!! the 
items from 2d to 6th, wa" 
taken on all the eight cot. 
ton-~wing talooke of the 
district; the' present inquiry 

.4. p. c. is confined to the four chief 

Ploughing. - 4 61 ! ones. 
Weeding by hand - : 1" 
Ditto - by digging - 1 62 
l\1anuring - - - 4 30 

- 11 97 
Circar teerwah - - 3 90 

'1 3 117 

• 32 j per cent. .. The Government as-
sessment in Column 2 iii the 

, average taken on eight ta-
1st sort land, J06llb8.. ex. j looks. that in Column 3 is 

elusive of seed. 2d sort land. that taken on 4. which latter 
75 i ditto; t 3d sort land, 431 I are the chiet" cotton-grow
ditto. t II ing talooks of the district, 

I 
where the a8SCI'Sment is 
higher. 

I 

I t In these instances the 

I 
!esult of the present inquiry 
18 to be preferred, because 

i the produce of the 2«1 and 3d 

I
BOrts of land formerly given 
are the outtum of inferior 

Government lands situated in another 

For an acre of 
1st sort land -
2d - ditto 
3d - ditto 

A_ament. part of the district; whereas 
- those now adopted are on 

Ill. a. p. second and third class lands 
- 1 7 9 in the same talooks as the 
- - U 6 I bt sort land. 
- - 10 2 

Estimate of other items of the 
Cost of Production_ 

Ill. a. p. 
Ploughing - - 1 12 4 
Weeding by baud - - 8 11 
Ditto by iron in-} _ 9 11 

strument - -
Manuring - - 1 10 4 

496 
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PARTICULARS 0' Il'1'FORIU.TIOll' 
REQUIRED. COST of 1 lb. ofTiDnevelly Cotton at the Port of Shipment ill the Tinnevelly Dl~trict. stated 

in English Currency, reckoning the Rupee at Two Shillings. 

Average Pnce ! Of this Charge ! Estimated Lo •• 
t~b:m:d b~ie I the Amount plIlIl MiddJ&.Man'. Coot per Lb. by 

yo , or t by mm of: Damage done 
th T1 d· II' ~rge for 88 ..\8IIet!BIDent on Charge. to 

4 .- l'.l or mary se 109 f Q .•• ".... Growm... per Lb. ; I the Y -.:I or 

Cotton 

. Ib bta' d b th 0 ........... £AI.... or Profit per Lb. TranSit to the Port. I tbe Cotton in price pel' • 0 l11e ret. e., Cost I Government Tu I' Tran81t. 
home or provincial merchant, of Production. ,I • 
on the resale to the party por- I-----II-----~-----------t_------+---
chasing for export; in other 
words, the estimated profits of 
the middle·man between the 

F. cu.) Cu. 'If .. FartAiRfl. B. tl. P. CU. •• d. Cent. 0/" Fartlilng. Per·centage • 

lst sort - 2 - 93 - - 1 96! 42' 801' 81 

ryot and the exporter. 

Mh.-An estimate of the 
cost per lb. of the carriage of 
the cotton to the port of ship., 
ment, 'including the packing 
charges in the district. 

2d ditto 

3d ditto 

- 2- - 511 --
- 2' - 10 - -

. 
J 851 

--2 541 

42" 

42' 

80 l" 

801' 
The assomed dis

tance being the Bame, 
the cost of transit does 
not vary. 

• Third sort land being lese productive> die 8I!68II&DI8Ilt ill higher in proportion. 

COST of lIb. of Tinnevelly Cotton at the Port of Shipment in the Tinnevelly District, stated 
in English Currency, reckoning the Rupee at Two Shillings. 

6th.-If it can be given, an 
estimate of the probable pel'· 
centage of the los8 on the eot
ton bY' damage in its transit 
from the land on which it is 
raised, to the port of shipment. 

Cotton 

of Quality. 

lat 80rt 

2d ditto 

3d ditto 

· 
· 
· 

Average Price 
obtained b1 

the Ryot, or hiS 

Cbarge fOJ 
GroWIng pep Lb. ; 

I.e •• Cost 
of Production. 

•• d. F. ct •• 

- 2 - 21) 

- 1 3 75 

- 1 3 24 

I 

Of thil Charge I the' Amount pBld - l\Iidclle-Man's 
by him· , Cha 

as Assessment on , rge, 
the Land 01' ! or Profit per Lb: 

GovernDUlllt Tall. I 

.. tI. F. ctl. ICta• of .. Farthing. 

- - t, 18 I 42' 

- - 1 67 42' 

- - 1 34 42' 

Cost per Lb. 

of 

Transit to the Port. 

Cent. of .. FartA"" • 

88!' 

411' 

26· 

N.B.-The lst sort 
of cotton comes from 
II greater distance. 

t Estimated Loss 
by 

Damagl' done 
to 

the Cotton in 
TranSit 

Per-centage • 

S! 

7i 

7! 

Tinnevelly Collector's Office" 
24 December 1847. f 

(signed) P. B. Elton, 
Actmg Collector. 

No.2. 

Sir, 
To F. B. Elton, 'Esq .• Acting Collector, Tinnevelly. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter, No. 1096, enclosing 
an ex.tract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, requesting me to a.fl'ord you 
Imch information as I can-U on accurate data." The little I can give you from my own 
knowledge of the subject I will vouch for. 

2. I have been in the habit of trying to collect the precise" facts" which would afford 
the desired information, and I can bear testimony to one '~fact," which is, that but little 
reliance is to be I?laced in any facts relating to land established by th~se people. The 
impossibility of arnving at any accurate data as to the actnal produce and actual cost of 
cultivating any given quantity of land, is an established fact in my mind, after the most 
patient investigation. I have had statements of the cost of culture and value of product 
put down accurately, according to the details afforded by intelligent ryots, and when the 
debtor and creditor side was compared, the ryot was found to be a loser by a few rupees. 
On the absurdity of this statement being pointed out, they would acknowledge that they 
made.a profit of (8) eight anna~, or (1) one rupee; or, to give pleasure to the inquiring 
party. they often, acknowledge whatever they think we wish confirmed. 

3, In estimating the cost of the ('ulth-ation of anything in thiJt country, it must be borne 
in mind that the poor ryot and his fiunily do the work themselves and it costa them nothing, 
and they sell at a profit the grass they gather while working the crop. The richer ryot, 
who does not work himself, has numerous dependents who he merely feeds a little, and all 
grass that is gathered from the field during the cultivation goes to the bazar, or is consumed 
by his own cattle., The labour costa him but little; but in estimating ~t to us, he puts 
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down each man at what we would have to give him" which leads to an erroneous estimate 
of the cost to the ryot, and It. ruinous one to any European who undertakes to cultivate the 
land. I hope you will be more fortunate in your inquiries than I have ever been during 
seven years', i~vestigation. 

4. To enable me "to compare the produce of the best with the medium and inferior 
soils," J have no data, and could not rely on any we can procure, from whatever source. 
" Th~ quantity that remains after cleaning:"-I have goll data from many different places 
and people;' and as the people could not deceive me much in that respect, it may be relied 
on as pretty aCCUl:ate. The churka gives 25 per cent. of cotton; the gin, 22 per cent. ; 
the latter, consequently, three per cent. the cleanest. Whether" there is any difference 
between the first, second, and third pickings, and whether they are kept distinct, or mixed 
togetfer :"-The very first gathering consists of the few first pods that open, and is usuaUr. 
wormeaten, and consequently inferior. All subsequent gatherings are naturally good, unttl 
the 'gleanings are gathered, '\}'hen that too is inferior in quality, from having been produced 
w~thout rain. The ryot.s are particular in classiflin~ their cotton; still the best has a good 
deal of dirt in it, and the brQkers buy at a prjce varymg according to quality; but they buy 
IIp all, 'qualities, and absolutely separate the rotten locks and much of the trash from the 
seed cotton~ and then separate the seed from the really good article,. and after bcatinrr the 
bad rotten stuff with a. stone to loosen it on the seed, the seed and the fibre of that ar: also 
separated; and if' they would only stop here and let us have both separate, we might have 
a large qU€m.tity of really good cotton; bnt that does not suit the broker, who has been 
screwed to the lowest~otch by the chitty! and the consequence is, he must go to the trouble 
of mixin~ th~"baq and the good ar1jicles together, and give it all sorts of" devil's dust" to 
realise rus profit. The chitty, knowing thEfEuropean a~ents must take whatever he 
chooses to give them, of course w:inks at the broker's transaeuon; and still there is a cry of 
a want of good cotton ,from: India.! None of the "people in En O'land are disposed to a price 
for"Jndiari cotton,jn proportion to the quality, when compared with the American. They 
can get plenty'pf li~~ bnt to expect an improved quality at a reduced rate, merely because 
it is produced l?y, free ,Jjyots, sq cOtt;lpletely changes the mercantile system as to make it an 
ano~aly. fhe, remedy is in the ~ands of the merchants: , .. 

5. The cost ot a candy, 500 Ibs. ot cotton, varies, In all parts of the country. from 40 
rupees to 60 rupees, according to quality and th~ demand for the article (the carriage on a 
common 'article l costs :just I as fmuch as on the first quality). A bandy will carry (1 t) one 
and three .. foUJ;th candies; and. costs (8) eight annas'for(lO) ten miles, which woUld give an 
averag~ of As. 4. 6. 86. for the conveY!l-D.ce, of one candy the distance of (10) ten miles. 

,6. ~ believ~ ~ have, remarked on each. subject embraced by the Board's le~ter that comes 
within my' province:" I have' given such information as I have to offer. I hope it may be 
useful. '-

, . (signed) F. J. Finnie, 
Camp,i Courtallum, 30' October 184 7~ Cotton Planter. 

To.D. ;Phite" Esq." , Actit:lg' Secretary to the Board of llevenue, Fort 
. , St. George. 

'S'" , ' , Ir, 
'r. I 'HAVE the honoUr to acknowledge the- receipt of extract from the Pro. 

ceedings of the Board of Reveuue, dated the 14th October 1847, and also your 
subs~queii.f 'Comm:unication of' the' 23d ultimo. regarding information relative 
to the cost' and' profits ofthe cotton cultivation in this district. 

2., Adverti~g to para. 2,.I would remark that the entry of' produce for' an 
acre of land'in the statement forwarded with my letter of the 21st September 
la~t, No. 74, referred to clean cotton, and not seed cotton, as will be obsen"ed 
from the heading of the said statement. 

3. Th~ costs a~d,profits exhibited previously were deduced from actual facts, 
;8lld not calculated upon an estimate as the Board are led to believe; but these 
particulars affected merely the laIids of superior description; the memoran~um. 
~ow'traI)smitted' shows also sim,ilar details with reference to lan~s of medlUm 
and~nferiot: q~ality. , ' , , -:" " :' , ' , 

4. It will be observed that the, profits:;of the ,ryot on land of a medium. 
quality is less by nearly one-third,.than derived~from a superior description of 
soil, :and that moreover~ the cultivation of~cotton on inferior lands renders the 
growex; liable to the lo~s of one-sixteenth of a pie per lb.; hut in order to make 
matters saf~J the ryots generally mix the cotton seed with three or four other
kinds of grain, which unitedly make a very profitable return, although the
cotton is prejudiced in colour and quality thereby. 

5.' The produce: is gathered once in the yenr, that is~ in the :months of 
February and March, but when -the season -is -favourable the plants yield a 
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second produce. It is not usual to keep these picL.ings separately; in fact the Madras. 
houses and store rooms of the cultivator are far too limited to admit of such 
an arrangement. The' proportion of clean cotton to that with seed is calculated 
at 1 to 4 if viz., the seed amounting to 31, and the lint to 1, in the aggregate 
quantity. 

6. The chief causes which affect the cleanliness of the cotton, and thereby 
reduce its value, are first the defective native mode of ginning with the ratnum, 
and the indifference regarding the mixture of unclean cotton with the clean; the 
former has in a great measure been remedied by the establishment of the gin 
machinery at Coimbatoor, and it is probable that in course of time the latter 
slovenly mode of procedure will be improved. 

7. With reference to the cost of transit, I have to observe that information 
on this point was obtained 'from merchants. The ryots sell their cotton either 
in their villages or at the weekly markets, but Coimbatoor, under existing 
circumstances, appears the centre of attraction in consequence of the vast 
transactions that are carried on, for Government in this staple on the part of 
the Superintendent of the experimental farms, and they are in consequence 
unable to give any satisfactory explanation in reference to this item. The 
nearest port of shipment is Ponany, and all goods, whether cotton, tobacco, 
or other staple produce of the district, are convered thithe! on carts and not on 
bullQcks. • ,. 

s. It is not usual in this district to appropriate any particular description of • 
soil to the growth of cotton. It is cultivated by the ryot on such land as suits 
his convenience, and· under this circumstance it is difficult to afford the informa
tion required' in the concluding part of para. three of the Board's Proceedings 
now under acknowledgment, the average assessment on a bullah of cotton land, Rs. l. S. S. per 
however, amounts to Rs. 5. 14. ' acre. 

9. The, statement now submitted has been framed with reference ,to the 
accounts received from different talooks, 'Which will be transmitted, if required. 
Beyond these there are no other data trustworthy. 

10. The foregoing1remark$ apply only to· the country cotton, and not to the 
New Orleans.' ' , 

11. At this time'}. beg leave to submit also another memorandum, explana- NG.2-
tory' of the cost and profits of the cultivation, of the latter species. This has 
been formed upon actual facts ~n tW9 .instances i and the third, with reference 
to the farm of Ramnathsing. the calculation of the produce, &c., is of a 
prospective character. Th~ bolls are no'Y just beginning to burst, ,and :there-
fore it is 'not easy for a novice to, mak,q a> calculation that can be depended 
upon; but from my own experience of the past, and on examination of the 
average trees, I shoul<\ say the crop will equal,.if ,not excee~~ any previously 
grown in the distri,ctr > 

12. It will, lhowever, .be, satisfactory to observe that the amount of profit 
per lb. corres'ponds very nearly, whilst the ,quantity of produc~ and the cost 
widely vary with each other; ~nd it can only be explained, as far as my farm 
is con,cer~ed, t~at the charges have peen greater than they should have been, 
especially from a desire on my part to avoid, in the very r,emotest degree, the 
exercise or semblance of any official influence in making a trial, which has 
been, viewed all along with much doub.t and prejudice by Hie cultivators. On 
this account, I apprehend, the expenses have been made on perhaps too liberal 
a scale; "hilst'the cheapness ~){,laDout'at' Animalli and the superior quality of 
the soil has caused a decrea'se' hi the charges and an increase in the produce 
with reference to the experiment made' by Vencatachellum Moodelly. 'Ram
nath Sing's calculations being, as already stated, of a prospective character, 
cannot but 'be' considered a very insufficient criterion; but in not a: single 
instance' can I discover, as far as the> assessment of thiS' district refers to the 
gro\\th of cotto'n, 'the 'smallest grounds for supposing it oppressively or unpro
fitably high; which would seem 1 to be a cause of complaint in other parts of 
India, for in these statements it will appear that on an outlay of" 10 rupees' the • Land tas inc". 
retUrn profit is IS. ' ' ,. ; , ' , sive. 

(signed) J. Co JV1'ouglLton, 
- , C~imhatoret 6 :~anuary lS4~Oj ',' , Principal, Collector: 

\ 'l j '-,"" f , \ t 
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ITEMS. 

STATEMENT of PARTICULAUS co~nected with tlte CULTIVATION of COTTON in the District of COImbatore. 

Produce and Cost of Production, &c., in Land of 
Superior Quahty. 

Produce and Cost of l'roductlon, &c., on Land of 
MedIum Quallty. 

Produce and Cost of Production, &c., on Laud of 
Inferior QualJty. 

~-----------.--------------,--------------I-------------.-------------,---~·~-------~------------~-----------.-------------
Produce 

and COlt, .til. &c. 
in 

a Bullah of Land. 

Clean 
Cottou. Amount. 

Proportion apon 
IIIl Acre, 

a Bullah consisting 
of 3,\ Acree, 

and 391 t Feet. 

Proportion 
of Chargee, &1)., 

onaLb. 
of Clean COttoll. 

In a Bullah. In IIIl Acre. 

Proportion 
of Charges, &c., 

onaLb. 
of Clean Cotton. 

In a BulIab. .-In an Acre. 

Proportion 
of Cbargee, &c., 

onaLb-
of Clean Cotton. 

Clean CO"-n. Amount. tlean Amoun< Clean Amonnt. Clean Clean Amount. Clean :'leau 
Cotton. Amount.."" Cotton." Cotton. Cotton. Amount. Cotton. Cotton. Amo1lnt. Colton. Amou1lt. 

---- . --------I·----I----I-I-----I-·I----I-I----I-I----+-~-I----J_----------1----1---
L6,. lU. II. ,. 

'235208-
LfJ •• 

611 
L6. 

1 
II. p. 

1 4t 
lU. II. ,. 

17 15 6 

.1.6,. RB. II. ,. 

53ft 4 11 3 
L6,. 

1 

4. ,. 

1 41 
lU. II. p. LII,. 

711 2 13H 

RB. 4. ,. 

2 - 2t 

II. ,. 

I 4t Entire ~uanti ty produced • 

'=====~======:1====9======9=====~====~9=====1=======1=====1=======1=====F=====9F====:r_=======1===z1========~=====I====== ! Deduct
Cost of production -176--

210 - • 
.. 8 9 - - 16 2 - • 
- 11 ... - 2 3 - -

4 3 51.. .. 
- 9 II - • 

1 -H . 
- 2n • 

812 -

- 15 - 2 4 7" • 
- 311-& • 

1 7 Ie 
- 214 

Total Cost • _ lO 

----1-----1-----
2 8 61 . -1~'20 --:--: 6 3 9 ~ --)-, A-t-.--.·!-l-S -5---I~ 

.. of cleaning -

• 1 5n • 41271- - 911- • I 91\ 

Deduct profit in thualo of cotton}. • 9 12 .. > . 2 II 10. . - 8 • • 8 - 6' • 2 1 71' • - 7t • - 3 7 1 - - 14 .!. - - 71 

~~~·.:-~~I--.:::_-::l~0~~~~~-:~---.. +-2-1-0-I-l~=.-_-I-_:_~~~8~~:~.--.::I-O~~4~~6~1~~2-1-1-~4-.---+-:-99-1'~~~6-3-U-~~I-I-O-2~-.--.--~ 
OovommentassesBment - _oo • Ii 14 -.. .. 1 II 8 • 4U" • 4 11 2 - • 1 3 ,8 • • - 41\ - • 1 7 6 - - 6 Ill. • - 31\ 

TOtalCOBt • • .. •• • 16 a -' .. 4 a f· • 1 lie· • 14 15 81-:--:---;-:-;;. .I-I-I-t-I-III-.--.·1-7-1-1-5-1·-_---2-_-3-1 -.---. --;-4-n-
1====~===9====~t====II======9====F=====F==9=======I===~=======I===9====== 

II 3 ~I - 3" .... 215101~ .\2 61 - • _ lUI ... :os..l:a __ Lo~"_tl. NIIT Pnol'll ..... • 
- ~ 

4 6 - • 
LollI 

• --14 

• 21 - - • Ii '11t • 

Hi,frollt 

======l======!=F====='F=~===F=====F===='~ 9 

Price obtained bJ the Provincial} • 
_ DICII'claant .. • • _ • 

~---I------+----I------+---"'~--'--~ 
- 8 - • -·1 l! • 

1 6~ 
, Amount 01 prolit obtaiDed by tho l'Jot in cultinting craJn with cotton in 1 1 

the infenor laDd • • • • .' • • • • • J 8_ - 7 3 

- -A 
- 7 Ii Net prolit., after deductinr the .bo"e loll 

-11 9 • Packing and CO'D'I'8Janctcbargeato} • -. I 13 1. • 
tho port ., PunnaneJ •• ' 

Wastage b, rain, &0.. • • 1=~="".O::.=lf'=.==3=pe::;rO=;:=':I==-==I'==-=='==-===I 

Coimbatore, 6 Janun" Itl~tl. J. C. JYro"S/jIOll, PnDClpal Collector. 

w 
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STATEMENT showing the CHARGES incurred for the CULTIVATION of NEW ORLEANS COTTON, 
and the Profits, &c. &c. 

BY WHOM 

Ex~tof Land 
Cultivated. 

---------
i PRODUCE. Amount N: ~fit 

Chargel I of Cultivator. 
PER ACRE. Per Lb. of Clean 

Cotton 
after I---:----:---~r__-- ----

I I ded' I co'i_ 
I ed 3seed Cleal\ Pnce ~g Clean Amount. Deduct Nct > ... 

~ .,; !Ii .; I noorr .\1 . I Costof - COlt or §.; I"O'~: e CULTIVATED. 

j ~ ,.§ b Cotton. Cotton. Obtained., Producb.on. Cotton Value. ProductlOD Value. ~ ~ I i"2 I c:.z~ 
... ""I 1-., ...: I I ...:;;.. 011< 

-1-1-'--1 I I -r-
Mr. J. C. Wrough-

ton • 22 

: : JU. a.p. Ca. 16a',ea. 16 •• JU.a,p.1 Ra. a.p. LlJ •• JU. a.p. JU. II p. JU.a. p. a. d'l. d.I •. d. 

31 i 29 51 320 6 S ! 50 375 ,13 37~ 995 - - *674 9 4 218t 33 14 3 10 14 1118 12 10! 2 3t, - 9 I 1 31-

VencatacheUah 
Moodelly, of 
Ammalb -

I i I Ded~122 8- ! 

I I ill17 I 

RamBnath Sing, of 

1 , • .'". - • 250 2 35'1 ",. - 101 II - 24" "'24, • "'I" '10 1 • - ''I' 21 

• 151! 22 i " 1,23 '" j 18 000. 7l1~ '"~ - - 200 "i "'rt "SO ...~ 812 '. - .. - "I" COlmbBtore -

• Of tWa deduct RB. 122. 8., the charge of conveyance to Madras, which reduces the profit to JU. 552. 1. 4. 

COlmbBtore, 6 January 1848. J. C. WrfJrJghlOfl, PrinCIpal Collector. 

No. 952.-Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation under date 4 September 1848. 

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

[Here enter 24 July 1848, No. 383.] 

Para. 1. WITH the view of ascertaining the causes affecting the cotton trade 
of the Madras Presidency, Government, under qate the 28th May 1847, at the Consultation, 
suggestion of the late President, and previous to the receipt of the Honourable 28 May 1847, 

Court's Despatch of the 10th November 1847, No. 25, desired that information Nos. 87 to 811. 

be procured from the collectors of districts in which cotton was extensively 
cultivated on points connected with its production. (The informat~on originally Tanjore. 
obtained from the collectors being erroneous, fresh returns were called for, and r-aduran 
are now submitted by the Board of Revenue, who consider the general results G~~:::r.·v 
presented in them to be a fair approximation to the truth.) CUddapab. 

~ 2. The eJlitent of land under cotton culture where the information is given, ~~::g~ore. 
appears to be the greatest in Bellary, viz., 209,577 acres. In Thmevelly it is KurnooJ 
91,667 acres, in CUddapah 79,942, Coimbatore 79,260. In Kurnool and 
Tanjore there was comparatively but little land under this description of, 
cultivation, viz., 11,358 and 5,694 acres, respectively; for Guntoor and 
Madura the information is not given. 

3, The cost of cultivating a pound of indigenous cotton of the best quality, 
inclusive of the assessment of the land, l·anges from 1 Q. 3 p. 87 c. to 1 I pies, 
the highest being in Tinnevelly, the lowest in Guntoor; the cost per lb. of 
cotton when brought to the place of export, ranges from 2 d. 3 ~f. to I d. 2 ~f. ; 
the proportion of land tax, with the exception of Guntoor and Cuddapab, is 
much under a penny the pound, and the loss occurring during transit IS 

calculated to range from 2 to 8, and 8! per cent, according to circumstances 
and season. 

4. It does not appear either from the present or former papers to what extent 
cotton is cultivated on rent-free lands. In the Ceded Districts, and indeed in 
other cotton-growing countries, enam lands are extensive, and it may be well 
inferred that a considerable portion of the cotton exported is the produce of 
land paying no revenue to Government;, some inquiry into this part of the 
subject Sf't'ms desirable, and the attention of the Board of Revenue is requested 
to it. 
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5. On the whole, the GO'\'ernment are of opinion that it is not a reduction of 
the tax on cotton lands that is chiefly required, but improvement of the 
internal communications, and encouragement on the part of the purchasers 
towards the production in the market of the better description of cotton care
fully cleaned. Indeed in a recent despatch, the Honourable Court of Directors 
have declined to countenance any remission of the tax on land appropriated 
to the culture of American cotton, as forcing a factitious cultivation, and the 
Government of late years had and continue to have in ,iew the improt'ement 
of the local communications. 

6,. The Gov~rnor in Council. expects to receive from the Boa~d at an early 
data the rephes to the quenes prepared by Dr. Royle, received with the 
Honourable Court's Despatch of the lOth Novrmber 1847, No. 25. 

Ordered, that the letter from the Board of Revenue, with the correspondence 
accompanying it, be transmitted to the Honourable Court of Directors, with 
reference to para. 4, of the letter from this Government, dated 25th January 
1848, No. 17. 

(signed) H. C. lr[ontgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

No. 88 of 1848.-Revenue 'Department. 

To the Honourable the Court,of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
C I' WITH reference to our letters in this -department, dated 25th January 1848, 
{) D:~e:~~:'1848, No .. 17, and 19th September 1848, No. 69, we have the honour to tran,smit the 
No. replIes of the Board of Revenue and of the collectors of the cotton-growing 

districts with who~ they h,ave been in communication, as well as of the Com
missioner of Mysore, on the subject of the querielS relative to the cotton 
cultivation of India. conveyed in your despatch, dated lOth November 1847, 
No. 25, together with an extract from the Minutes of Consultation, containIng 
our resolutions thereon. 

MYSOllJ!. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

Fort St. George, 5 Dece:rp.ber 1848. 
G. H. F. Berhe/eg. 
D. Eliott. 

No. 98.-Mysore Commissioner's Office. 

From Major-General M. CuMon, Commissioner for the Government of the 
Territories of His Highness the Rajah of Mysore, to J. F. Tlwmas, Esq .• 
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Henry Montgomery's 

letter, No. 55, of the 14th January last, transmitting copy of a despatch from 
the Honourable Court of Directors, with a copy of Dr. Royle's memorandum 
on the culture of cotton, and herewith to transmit copies of letters from the 
Superintendents of divisions in this territory, in reply to the queries proposed by 
the Honourable the Court of Directors.' ' 

(~igned) M. Cuhbon; 
Yelwall, 12 November 1848. Commissioner. 

(No. 205.) 
To the Secretary to the Commissioner for the Government of the Territories of the 

Rajah of Mysore, Bangalore. 
Sir - --

I ilA;E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 35, of the 29th ultimo, 
calling for a report on the cotton culture in this division. as required by a despatch from 
the Court of Directors, copy of which was sent, endorsed to my address, on the 14th 
February last, and to reply to the several queries put in that despatch as follows: 

Query 
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Query. I.-What is the price of cotton freed from seed at the principal mart or 
marts in your district? 

Replies.-l. There cannot be said to be any great cotton marts in this division. 
The only talooks in which cotton is grown to any extent are Chamraj Nuggur, Tulcaud, 

-Goondul, and Yellundoor. The greater part of the cotton there grown is taken to the 
town of Collegaul, in the Coimbatore district, which may be said to be the principal 'cotton 
mart in this part of the country. Collegaul not being in this district I cannot give the 
price of cotton there. J 

2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, and with or 
without advances? 

2. The price at which the ryot sells his cotton with seed, varies from 8 to 10 annas the 
maund of 24 lbs., the lb. being equal to 40 Company's rupees weight. Advances are 
scarcely ever made to the ryots on account of cotton. 

3. 'Vhat is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churkah or foot roller, or by any 
other method which may be in use? 

3. The expense of cleaning cotton by the -churkah, which is the only machine in use in 
this part of the country, is from two to four annas a. maund of 241bs. 

4. '\Vhat are the expenses of conve).1ng cotton to the nearest port for shipment? 

4. The nearest seaport is Tellicherry, and the hire of a. bullock from Yellundoor (the 
central town of the cotton-grQwing talooks) to that place is 3 t rupees. A bullock carries 
from 144 to 1921bs.' 

5. What is the average produce of cotton per beega, or acre? 

5. The average crop in the cotton-growing talooks is about 24 maunds of clean cotton per 
Krishnaraj kandy off the ground, or about 43 lbs. of clean cotton per acre. 

6. 'Vhat is the quantity ,of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what ex.tent is 
it probable that the cultivation could be cal,"ried in the event of an increased demand? 

v'" 6. The quantity of land that was under cultivation with cotton last year in this division 
was about 10,000 acres. 

The cotton produced is the common 'country description. It is sown as a rotation crop, 
and is not allowed to remain more than seven months on the ground, which is made to 
yield a crop of some other description also within the year. 

It does not appear probable tpat even in case of an increased demand this district could, 
for many years tc? come, supply cotton for export, as it does not yet produce nearly sufficient 
for its own consulllption. A large quantity is annually imported from the Dharwar 
country, and the price of raw cotton in Mysore and Nursipoor, the principal cotton manu
facturing towns, ,-aries from Ra. 3. O. 10. to Rs.3. 3. 2 t. per maund of 241bs. 

Endeavours have been made_within the last few years t&introduce the Bourbon cotton, 
and the experiment, in some talooks, promises success. In Nunjengode, for instance, 
a piece of land measuring a little ~ore than seven acreS, sown with Bourbon cotton, yielded, 
in the first year, 1,0131bs. 6 t oz. of clean cotton, which, from its superiority, soM for 
.3t rupees the maund of 24Ibs., while the price of the country c.otton was only Ra. 2. 14. 8. 

If it should appear, on furthel' experiment, that the Bourbon cotton can be successfully 
cultivated on the inferior uplands, I see no reason why it should not be very generally 
introduced, but the price of grain is generally so good, and the market for it so certain, 
that the ryots do not like to place their best lands under any other crop.' 

The rent of land in. this division can scarcely be any hindrance to the cultivation of 
cotton', as there is plenty of an avera~e good quality to be had at the rate of seven annas 
and One pie, Company's currency, er less than 1 s. per acre. 

It is as well to remark, that about two years ago I issued circular orders directing 
'inquiries to be made as to whether there were 'any ryots willing to lay waste land under 
cotton cultivation if it was given to them rent-free for a term of years, and the replies 
were generally to the effect that the people would not be willing to attempt it. 

If the Bourbon cotton succeeds, I think it probable this disinclination will wear away, as 
the plant lasts for many years; and the expense of cultivating it is com'equently less than 
that of the common country cotton, which scarcely yields anything after the first year; the 
value of the Bourbon cotton is also much greater. 

Superintendent's Office, 
.Astagram Division, Mysore, 

2 November 1848. 

(signed) H. Montgomery, 
Superintendent. 

II. 
Madras. 
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34 I :·PAl;ERS RELATING TO "MEASORES-TAKEN SINCE 18F ' 

(No. 163.) 

To the Secretary to the Commissioner for the Government of the Terlitories· or 
., J the ~ajah of Mysore, Bangalore. . 

. Superintendent's Office, Bangalore, 
Su, 2 October 1848. 

I BA VB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter, No. 35, 
of the 29th September last. calling for a report on the state of the cotton culture 
in tp.is division, for the purpose of' furnishing replies to certain queries contaiued 
in a\despatch .from the Honourdble Court of Directors, copy of which was for
warded with an endorsed letter from the Secretary to the Government of Fort 
St. George, on the 14th February last. . 

2. The cultiyation of cotton in this division is carried 011 to so small an extent 
from the general inaptitude of the soil, that my replies to the queries propounded 
can be of no value as affecting the great question in point. Out of 22 talooks. 
only three produce any cotton at all, viz., Goribednore, Goodibundah and 
Goomnackenpollicem, and in these three, in the last year, only 21 candies an'd one 
coodoo of land were cultivated with it; and the whole of the produce was 
appropriated to the domestic use of the grower". • 

1st. The price of the cotton freed from seed at the principal cotton marts in 
this division is RS.2. 8. per mauna of 24 lbs., but this cotton is imported from 
Bellary, and not produced in this division. 

2nd. The price of cotton, with the seed in it. i$ about Company's annas 10 
per maund of 24Ibs., and cleaned, about Company's Rs. 2. 8. per maund or 
241bs. 

3rd. The expense of cleaning one maund of uncleaned cotton with the 
churka, is estimated at two annas and four pice; but no correct estimat~ can be 
made of thls expense, as the cleanin'g process is performed by the members of 
the family .of the growers, and for their own use. 

4th. Clltton can, be conveyed from Bangalore to Madras, which is the nearest 
sea~port, at 10 rupep.s the cart-load, containing 40 maunds of 241bs. each maund. 

5th. Twenty-one candies and one coodoo of land, or 13,47,200 squarE" yards, 
produced seven maunds and 17 seers of cotton this last J,"evenue year, hut no 
satisfactory result can be arriveJ at from the average of so sca~ty a growth. 

6th. The quantity ofland under cotton cultivation is as above stated, 21 eandits 
and one coodoo, but the mode of cultivating it is so little known, and the soil Sc> 
little adapted for it, that I do not think any advantage would accrue from an. 
extension of the cotton culture in this division. 

(signed) G. Haines, 
Superintendent, BaDgalore Di\·ision. 

(No. 119.) , 
To the Secretary to the Commissioner for the' Government of the Territories of the 

Rajah of Mysore, Bangalore. 
~. . 
",Ir, 

'1 HAVE the honour to submit' for the information of the Honourable Court of Directors,. 
replies to the severAl queries respecting the cultivation of cotton, which accomyanied your 
endorsement, dated 14th February 1848. • . ... • 

2. 1 would at the same time remark, that the cotton produced m this divl8lo~ IS. not 
exported, indeed there is a considerable importation from the Bellary and D~ar d~trICt8, 
and this state of things is likely to continue, the black cotton soil, the only soil ~ultlvated 
to any extent with cotton, being almost exclusively confined to the talooks bordenng on the
Dharwar and Bellary districts. 

(signed) 
Toomcoor, 11 October 1848. 

B .. S. Dobbs, 
Superintendent. 

Questions. -1. What is the price of cotton free from -seed at the principal mart or 
marts in your districts? . . ... .. • 

.Answers.-The price of cotton freed from seed at the prmClpal marts m thIS diVISIOn IS 

three rupees, aud 3i rupees, maund, weighing ~ajah rupees 1,152. .. . 
The cotton sold at these marts is imported chiefly from the Dharwar dIStrict, hut a "mall 

quantity from the Bellary districts. 
2. At 
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2. At what price aoes the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, and with or 
without advances. 

The ryot sells his cotton when cleaned at two and 21 rupees per maund, when uncleaned 
at eight, nine, and 10 annas. The quantity of cotton produced in the division is too trifiin ... 
to admit of its being an article of trade with merchants, consequently advances are n~ 
made for it .• 

3. ·"nat is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka. or foot-roller, or by any 
other method which may be in use? 

The cotton-is cleaned by the churka alone, and the cost of cleaning varies from half an 
anna to two annas; sometimes the seed alone is giveI\ to the cleaner as his hire. 

, 4. What ate the exllenses of conveying' cotton to the nearest port {or shipment? 
There is no exportation of cotton from this divieion, but a considerable importl\tion into it. 

5. mat is the average produce of cotton per beega or acre? 
The average produce of cotton is from six to eight maunds per acre. 

6. "What is the quantity of land nnder cultivation with cotton, and to what extent is 
it probable that the cultivation could be carri"d in the event of an increased demand? 

The quantity of land suited (or cotton cultivation is 16,604!- acres; of this, about one
halfis cultivated in good seasons, the black cotton soil is left fallow occasionally for several 
years to recover itself. The cotton produced is for the most part retained by the cultivators 
for their own use. -

(signed) R. S. Dobbs, Superintendent. 

(No. 58.) 

To the Secretary to the Commissioner for the Government of the Territories of the 
Rajah of Mysore, Bangalore. 

Sir, ' 
I lIA. VE the honour to send a statement, giving the information concerning the cu1tiva

'tion, &c. of cotton called {or in letter from the Secretary to Government of Fort St. George, 
dated 14th January last, ~<!. 55~ copy of whi~h, with its -enclosures, was forwarded to me 
-endorsed from the ComDllsslOner s office. 

(~igned) W. C. Onslow, 
Caddoor, ~5 May 1848. Superintendent. 

------- ------

II. 
Madra •• 

Nl1GGUR. 

STATEMENT "giving the Infurmation required by the Queries from the Honourable Court of Directors, 
contained in their Despatch of the 1 Oth November 184;7, regarding the Cultivation, &c. of Cotton in the 
Nuggur Division. 

Price Price at Price at Expenoe Average Quantity 
of CottoD whIch the Ryot which the Ryot of 

Produce frred Sf:lla his oells hIS 
Expense cooveying of 

from Seed Cleaned Colton Uncleaned Cattail 
of Cotton of one Land under 

TALOOKS. 
PRINCIPAL at the per Maund, per Maund, 

Cleaning 10 the KriatnuaJ a nearest Cultlvallon 
MART OR MARTS. 

Pnncipal lJannd Port for Candy 
Mart ~ ~ of of WIth 

, or Marti WIth I Without With Wlthont Collon. 
Shipment 

Seed.b COlton.-per per 
, Mannd.- Advance.IAdvance. Advance. Advance. Maund. 
~ ---

MGtlnds.IC..wy c. 

.. 
R. a. R. •. 1 R. a. R. 4. R. a. R.a.p. R.a.p. 8. 

- 4 - - 4 - B60 8 ).2 4 1. Honally - - Honally Bolay honoon 2 8 - -I 2 8 - 7' - 8 
Nyamly. 

-
41 ~. Hurryhur . Hurryhur - - . I ,14 d .. - 7' - 8 - Ii 4 -.6 2 320 0 0 

3. Ternlerray . Terrikerray Adgumpoor I • 2 9 2 '6 ! 2 10 • • - 5 « - 7' - 300 39 9 2 

4. Chengherry - Catt.1ghe,r, Sautebenlloor - .. i - - 7 - II - 5 « - 8 - 400 7<1 0 0 -I ,,2. 
" '\"he maund is 48 seers. The seer weighs 24 Raja r~p "e8" 
& The KnstnaruJ candy is 160 seers; tbe seer mpasup\!s It qual1 bottles. 
• The quantity of land 18 that which will hold a KnstnaraJ canlly of seed sown. 
d The ryots of the Hurryhur and Chengberry Talouks do not clean thel' cotton. 
e The ryots of the lemkerrny Talook do not sell uncleaDed cotton. -
f Cotton I~ not sold ill the market towns of tile Chengherry Talook, it IS hooght ooly from the 1"."I'0ts Dnd exported. The above are the ooly 

talooks of tillS d,vl"on In wblCh Calton is grown to aoy extent. A very ui6iog quantity is cuillvated In Ihe taIooks of Cuddoor, Chiccamoogloor, 
Shemogah, Shlkarpoor, and Soruh, hut only for domestic purposes, chiefly for lamp thread.. There i. mucb land in the Cuddoor, Shlkarpoor; and 
Sbemogab talooks, whIch from appearauce seems to I.e SUItable for cotton where the chmate seems to be suitable also. In the ilIubo88d talooks &he 
chmate and aoil are lIot SUItable. 

• N ole.-It is ditlicult tn Bay to what extent cultwatlon mIght be carried on tbe extensive plain. of Ihe upen talooks, composed of great vaneties Qr 
solis, lIIaoy ofthem sUllable for cottoo. 

'296-=Sess. 2. E 2 
lV. C. o..,low, Supennteodent. 
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(No. 594.) 

To J. F. Thoma.~, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir, 

Para. 1. I AM directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt of 
In Cons .. '1 Feb. an extract J.\;1inutes of Consultation, of the 14th January lal>t, transmitting to 
1848• • 4 them transcrJpt of a despatch, 25 of 1847, from the Honourable Court, under 

date 10th November 1847, together with 20 copies of Ur. Royle's memorandum. 
upon the culture of cotton in India, which accompanied it, and requesting them 
" to !lll' upop the collectors in the provinces to furnish concise replies to the 
queries of the Honourable Court." 

In reply, I have to 'state that the Board have sent copies of the Court's des
patch and of its. accompanying memorandum to the collectors ot' the di:otricts 
noted in the margin,'"' being the chief cotton-growing provinces under the Presi. 
dency. Their answers 'are herewith submitted, but, for fdciHty of reference, the 
Board have thrown the substance of the replies received into the annexed tabuldr 
statement, intended to show, at one view, the information supplied from each 

, district upon the seveml points adverted to by the Hono,urable Court. They 
have also added an abstract of such of the letters from the local officers as con
tained any explanation which cpuld not conveniently be embodied in the 
Table. 

DISTRICTS. 

1. 

FIrst 
Query. 

3. 

Second Query. 

C ltOIl. Cottoo. 

Third 
Query. 

Cost 

of 

I • 

I Elpense 

of 

l
'con.t'.I'allce 

to the 

) nearest 

Cleaning. l port of 

; Shipment. 
I 

4. 5. 6. 7. I 8. 

Firth 
Query. 

Average 

Produce 

per 

9. 

Su:tb Query. 

Extent of Land 
,n Acres 

Undei 
Capable 

0' 
CultIvation, produClDg 

Colton. 

- 10. lJ. ___ ....... ___ ! __ - ___ I 
I--+----I-~---I·------,-------r-----l-------I-------

{
per Candy 

Nellore - per Maund' 

{
per Candy 

puntoor per Maund 

f
per Candy 

Cudda-
pah .) 

. l,per MaliDd , 

KurneoI - per Maund 

Bellar)' - per Maund 

Rs. ,a. 1'. Rs. a. p. 

I 
298-:269-1 
177 1 Ii 3 

R8. a. p.' 

.. 
'- 8' -' 2 1 5 

611 - 2813 3 
-. 3' 4 1 7' -£ 

lU. a. p. lU. a. p. 

.. 11 I' .. 
of uo
cleaoed 
COlton. 

7' 8' - 3 2111 
- 6 - - 2 Gli 

of nn· 
cleaned 
Cottoo. 

43 S$ - - 11 - _ Stl _ 12 - - I 10 8 

2 2'''1 1 12 -

1 10 lii 

1 ,5 5 

- 8 9j 1 15 2:} - 9 7t - 1 4 
of un
deaord 
Cotlon. 

1 10 8 - G 7 - - 8 
of Dn- • 
cleaoed 
Cotton. 

- 3 6 
of cleaned. 

R .. a. p. 
}'or every 
10 miles, 
- 5 11 M,. V,. P,. 

- 3i 4 330 
of uo· 
cleaned 
Colloo. 

2 5 41 Mth. Seen 
- 1 10~ 9 U -

uncleaned. 

8 10 '
by bandy, 
14 6 -

by bullocks. 

- 6 102 8 mauod. 
or 200 lb •• 
undeaned. 

I 

- 5 2~ 
1Ift/ •• lb •• 

" 12! of u,,-
cleaned 
COlh'D. 

Lb. oz. 
_ U - 46 Ii 

to Com tao uf el~ed 
p I (,ouun • 

lioo 

41,2!l1) 
21 

79,562 

19,581 

260,000 

102,646-
.u 

219,58r 

75,481 

400,oO() 

• From Guntoor, 30th Ju~e; in CODII., 6111 July J848; from Npllore, 10t~, in Cons., 15th Muy 
1848 ' from Bellary, 11th, in Coos., 18th l\lay 1848; from Cuddapah, 3d, 'i ~ons.,. 9~ Oct~br~ 
18 8~ from Kurooul, 4th, in Cons., 13th March 1848; from Madura, 27tl ~y, 10 ons., 5. 
Ju!e \848; from TmDevelly~ 31st July, in Cons., 30~h October 1848; from COIlllbatore, 5th, In 

Cons., 14th September 1848• 
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First 
Secoud Query. Third Fourth Filth 

Quer,. Query. Query. Query. Suth Query. 

" 
A .. erage· 

Ayerage Price at which it is Sold by the RJob, .:xpense Extellt of Land Pnce 
of Couoa, "r 

In Acres 

DISTRICTS. freed I 
.. , 

Cost Average / ~ ! 

ConveYa!lc< \ 
from Seed, W,th Ad,ances. Witbout Advances. Produce al the 

, 
to the 

pnocipal of Capable 

1\13rt nearest per C!lder oi 
or Marts of Cleaned Uncleaned Cleaned Uncleaned 

Cleaning. port or Acre. Cultivation. producillg 
the 

Distract. Cotton. Cotton. Cotloa. Cotton. Shipment. 

1. %. 3. 4. a. 6. 7'. 8. 9. --11.110 p. B. d. p. R .... p. B .... p. "R ••• p. It. .. p. B .... p. • 
1\1 adora • per Maun! . . . . . . . - 7 - .. , 7' 3 3 - - 316i Ibs • 

per podl:ee per 2-13 lba. r.:;r cart uucleaned. 
I)f3163/16. of cleaned oad. or 4 
or about cotlo.n. or bales of 

t DIne aDnal abnut (our 2431 lb •• 
per maund an~as per eacb, ur 
or2a l&s. rnaond,but 1<1. 3p. 

thlsismo,e permaund. 
thaD met 
brlhe va· 

t 
\ lue "r the 

_d, 

I 
C .. imbnlore. per Maund 2 4 8 - . -10 - . . I . - .. 1 2~ - s 2i 110 lb., 

of UII· : llDcleaned~ 
cleaned I 

Cotton, 

I . 
TlnnevellyH:: ~:::~ 47 to 50 40 - - 11 - - 47' - - 12 .. - /; .. 6 ~ -1 -

2 Ii 7~ 2 - - - 8 9l 2 s 7t - 9 71 - 4 - - " 9}1 12 maunds 
to 

I 
of cleaned I uncleaned 

2 8 _I CotrulI, 
I 

,3. It should be premised that the rupee entered in th~ statement is the present 
Company's rupee; the maund is the Madras mal1nd~ of 2:; lb. avoirdupois; the 
candy contains 20 such maunds, or 500 Ibs.; and the acre is of 40 goontahs 
each, of 11 yards or 33 feet square, ~hus containing 4,840 square yards, and 
being exactly equivalent to the Fnglish acre. The instrument employed in 
cleaning the cotton is the churka~ except in Bellary, "here" a common wooden 
machine, peGuliar to the country," and in Kurnool, where .. a primitive roller" 
are used. 

10. 

411.747 
includUlg 

ramnad 
ond shna-

guaga. 

97,830 

-
122,391 

4. The collector observes, that the cotton produced in Nellore is very limited, Nellore. 
and chiefly consumed within it. A fu'rther quantity for the supply of the dis-
trict is imported from the Westeorn Provinces; a small quantity is sent by the 
traders to the nearest sea-ports, and more is sent to Madras by land. MI'. Smith 
$tattS also, that as this description of produce is raised on thEil same ground witlr 
other crops, it is difficult to ascertain the precise extent of.land cultivated with 
it, and that the cultivation is not likely to increase to any extent, both because 
the soil is not generally favourable. and because agricultural operations of all 
kinds are but negligently carried on in Nellore, \\hich Is a grazing district, its 
population being more addicted to rearing cattle thau to cultivation. 

5. The collector states, that of the cotton p,foduced in his district and sent fpr CuddapalJ. 
export to l\ladras, the nearest port of shipmellt, nearly two·thirds, ill consequence 
of the wretched state even of the main road, is conveyed on bullocks, a mode of 
transport which is not only very expensive, but renders the cotton liable to great 
injury from exposure to rain: Mr. Cochrane states further, that the proportJon 
of lands fit for cotton, but cultivated with other descriptions of produce 1:> that 
applied to the culture of cotton, by rotation of once in two years (the usual mode 
ill CUddapah), ,is as 1 i to 1, or 138 to 100. He adds, that the extension of 
the cultivation would depend upon an increased demand, with remunertlting 
prices, and a fail' and equitable assessment. He submits with his report two 
statements, A. and B., exhibiting the total extent of Circar and Enam land und.er 
cultiTation, that, capable of yielding cotton, as well as that actL:ally cultivated 
with it, in, the district of Cuddapah during Fllsly 1256 (1846-47). 

2g6-Sess. 2. E3 6. From 

Cotton. 

11. 

60,7U' 

.• not.t-
C1fied. but 
10 a greu 
exl~1l1. 

-
137.391 
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Guntoor. 
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GUNTOOR. 
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6. From this district· cotton is chiefly sent to two places for shipment, Madra... 
and Coompta, in Canara, on the w~stern coast, apd the collector is of opinion 
that, if the rr;)Ute to the latter port were repaired, so as to adapt it for the transit 
of carts (the article being at present conveyed thither on bullocks), there would 
be a material increase in the exports. 

7. The collet tor remarks, that the cotton of this district is not exposed for sale 
,at any large mal ket, but is .bought up by Natacooly chetties from a lower degree 
of merchants, who procure It from the ryots; that there is a considerable fdllinO' 
offt at present in the price, owing to a slackness in the demand, and that the ry;t 
obtains. no ad~ances from purchasers, 'but ?ccasionally pledges his crop, though 
at nO\glven prIce, for loans contrarted by him for the payment of the Circar tax. 
Mr~Parker adds, in respect of the land under cultivation, that he believes the 
returns are below the actual extent, and that no return has been callt:d for from 
numerous petty zemindaries, on account as well of the delay which it would 
involve as of the small quantity of cotto~ grown therein. 

8. The pr~ncipal collector states, that with an increased demand for the staple 
cottpn culture in this district would be carried on to any rt!qujred extent; aud 
he annexes an extract from a letter he addressed the Secretary to Government 
in 1842~ containing snggestions for its improvement and extension. 

I 
9. The reports from these districts afford no information beyond that exhibited 

in the for~going figured stater;nent. 

Revenue Board Office, 
Fort St. George, 13 Nov. 1848. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) T. Pycrqft, Se<:retary. 

To T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, ,Fort St. George. 

Sir, ' 
I HAVE tlle honour to forward the accompanying statement, emuodying the 

information called fodn the six qneries of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
received with the extract flOm the Board's Proceedings, dated 14th February last, 
on the subject o(cotton. 

Guntoor, Collector's Office, 
Bon petta, 30 June 1848. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. StoAes, Collector. 

To T. Pycrojt. E~q., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

ffi~ . h 
WITH reference to the proceedings of the Board of 14th Feb~ary last, t e 

Minutes of Consultation of Government of 14th January precedmg, and the 
letter of the Honourable Court of Directors of 10th November 1847, I have 
the honour to forward the following replies to the questions respecting cotton 
cultivation, therein transmitted to me. 

Queries.-l. 'What is the price of cotton, freed from seed, at the principal mart or 
• IDa.rts in your district? ' . • 
Replies.-l. The price is on 1I.n average Rs.2. lao Ip. per maund, consISting of 251bs. 

avoirdupois. d ·th 
2. At what price dO,es the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, an WI or 

~ without advances? 
2. The average price per maund is as follows:-

With advance 
Without advance 

... -
Cleaned. 
Rs. a. p. 

,- 1 14 -
- 2 1 5 

Uncleaned. 
R,. a. p. 

- - 8 -
- 11 1 

" 
~--~----------------------------------~ 

• The Board may here remark that the Davamunnay Ghaut, practicable ~or whe~l carriages, an~ 
upon the line of communicatIOn between BeUary and the port or Coompta, 18 now In progress, an 
it is hoped will be opened by the end of next year., ' 

-.L -u ....... _.' n.,. .. nn.a.c.a fo., , st ... nn.AOCl. tlua nnnhpp nr bale or itA. 't IbR. 
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'.rot i f Tbird Second ~uer ... 
Query. : ~ Query. 
f-,----~-----~-

lIlarket i Pr.ce obtamed by Ryols per Kllndy, 

Pnce 1,---- --- -- -- -- -----, 
or 'With Advancea. Without Advances. 

COlloq 
Wool 
per 

Kandy. 

· · 
· -
· 
· 
· 
· 

-· -· · -
· · 

19 

Cost 

oC 

-· · · · -
· · 

1 9 

, 

I 

3 211il 

Fourth 
Query. SIXth Query. l:!~. r 

-------:~,---------------I 
Average I Exunt o( Land 
Produce r---- --- ---------. 

Hire to 

Ihe 
p'" I d Acre of Un et Available 1'ort of 

Ihe 
ColtoQ Cultivalioll "r 

- · · · · -· · · · · · - - · · · -· · · · · · --14 - 3 55 

2 5 4! 9 

St· 

REMARK 

For Dalchapully and T.rumercot\ab tlte land IS entered in measnred acres. For the other talook., in acres reduc...J by calculatiOQ frum cUlchills. 

Gunloor Colleclor'. Office, 
30 JUQe 1848. 

(signed) H. Sloh .. , 

It iii not customary, however, in thiil district to make advanceil for the cultivation of cotton. 
Four maunds of uncleaned cotton yield about a maund of cleaned cotton, and the sale of 
the cotton seeds pays in part for the expense of cleaning. At the same time it may be 
proper to observe here, that most of the cotton grown in this district is sold in its uncleaned 
state for immediate use, and iii cleaned by the parties using it, and it bears a slightly hiO'her 
price in proportion than the cleaned cotton brought from other districts. '" 

3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by churka or foot roller, or by any other 
method which may be in use? 

3. The cotton is cle'aned with the churka, and the average expense is 2 a. 3 p. per maund 
of uncleaned cotton! ' 

4. 'Vhat are the expenses of conveying co~ton to the nearest port for shipment? 
4. The produce of this district is very limited, and what is grown is mostly appropriated 

to the private use of the cultivating community. The quantity required for the manufac
turing community, and for the ~eneral use of the district, is purchased from merchants who 
import it from the western distncts, viz., Cuddapah, Bellary, Kurnool, &c. The merchants 
tradinO' in this article have always a considerable quantity in store in Goooms in several 
of the 1arge and populous villages of the district. A small quantity of the article is sent to 
the nearest seaports for shipment, and. a larger quantity is sent to the Presidency by land. 
The expenses of conveyance do not, under any circumstances, exceed on an average;) a. 111': 
per candy consisting of 20 maunds, or 500 lbs., per every 10 miles. 

5. 'Vhat is the average produce of cotton per beegah or acre ? 
5. The avel"~e produce per acre consisting of 40 coontahs, each measuring 11 yards or 

33 feet square, IS four maundil three visil thirty pollomil. 

6. 'Vhat is the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what extent 
is it probable tha.t the cultivation could be carried in the event of an increased demand? 

6. The extent of land cultivated with cotton alone is only 596 acres 21 coontahs, assessed 
at Rs.588. 12a. 8p. Besides this, however, it is customary to cultivate cotton mixed with 
other crops, viz., aurooga, corra, suiia, natcheny, and chamaloo. With rel'pect to this 
cultivation, it iii not practicable to ascertain the extent of land grown exclusively with 
cotton; but the cultivation of cotton is really small in this district, and its extension nenr 
ca'n be great, as there are few lands well suited to the cultivation. A remark regarding this 
district may not he improper here; viz" that the innate disposition of the ryotil generally 
inclines to rearing and grazing cattle, and their cultivation is 'carried on with great negli
gence and apathy. 

Nellore District, Collector's Cutcherry. 
Alloor. 10 l\fay 1848. 

2g6-Sess.2. 

(signed) 

E4 

G • .d. Smith, 
Collector. 

To 

Collector, 
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To T. Pycrcift, Esq., Secretary to the Board o~ Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . 
1. IN conformilY with the orders conveyed in the extract from the Proceed

ings of the Board, under dat~ *he 14th February last, on the papers noted in the 
margin,· I have the honour to forward my replies to the queries of the Honour
able the Court of Directors regarding cotton. 

2._ Thp substance of these replies is contained in the report which I had the 
honour to address to the Board on the 6th ultimo, No. 25. . 

~\ Of the two routes through which cotton is exported from this district, that I 
for'he port of Madras is adapted for carts, the road being partially repaired. 
The other, i.e., for the port of Coompta. is bad, and consequently impracticable 
for bandies, the cotton is therefore cl)nveyed thither on cattle (bullocks and 
buffalo.es). Should the, latter mentioned route be repaired and made a,'ailable 
for wheeled vehicles, I have not a doubt that our exports will experience such all 
increase as to prove highly beneficial to the traders and growers of this impor
tant staple. 

, (signed) 
Bellary District, 

Collector's Office, on Circuit, at Ramanadroog, 
11 May 1848. 

.A. :Mellor, 
Collector. 

(No. 1.) 
REPLIES of the Collector of Bellar!! to the Queries ofihe Honourable the 

Court of Directors on CottOn. 

Queriel.-l. What is the price of cottOn, Creed from seed, at the principal'mart or 
marts in your district? 

Replies.-l. '.fhe price oC cotton, freed from seed, at the principal marts of this district it! 
on an avera~e of the last five .,ears, Rs.1. Sa. 9p. (one rupee eight annas and nine pies) 
per maund 01 this country, conSISting oC 25 pounds. 

2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, and with or 
without advances? 

2. The ryot sells his cleaned cotton at C. Rs.l. 7 a. 5 p. (one rupee seven annas and 
five pies) per maund without advance. Those that are poor obtain advances from merchants, 
and 'the price of cotton sold under this arrangement will be two annas less per maund than 
the above. 

3. 'What is the expense of cleanipg cotton by the churka or foot-roller. or by any 
other method which may be in use? 

,3. The method of separating the seed from cotton is chiefly by means oC a common 
wooden machine peculiar to the country. Four maunds of uncleaned cotton produce three 
maunds of seed and one maund of cotton freed from it. The expense of thus separating the 
seed is from three to four annas, the average being at annas per maund of cotton without 
seed. 

4. What are the expenses of conveying cotton to the nearest port for shipment? 
4. Cotton is conveyed from this distric1i chiefly to two places, the~' 'Vallajapett," near 

Madras, and Coompta in Canara, on the western coast. The expenses oC conveying it to the 
latter-mentioned port is on average 14a. (Courteen annas) per maund, as follows: 

Hire - ,.. 
Wages of a ~oomastah or attendant 
Price of cumblies and hire - -
Brokerage, &c., at the place ot sale 
Sundries - - - - -

Add wear and tear 

TOTAi 

Cs.RI. a. p. 
7 6 

- - 2 1 
1 4 0- 10 
- 2 

- 11 11 
- - 2 1 

- - 14 -

5. What 

• L~tter from the .Honollrable Court or Directors to the Government nf Furt St. George, dated 
loth November 1847. No. ~5, with its Enc!osl&res. Elltract r·om tbe Minute& oCCoDsultatioD in 
the Revenue Department, dated .4,11 January 1848, NO.5 ... 
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5. 'Vhat is the avera~e produce of cotton per beega or acre? 
5. The term beega is not In use in this district. The acre is 40 goontahs, each goontah 

consis~ing of \33 square feet. The average produce of cotton per acre of the ordinary, better 
and best descriptions of land is estimated at 461bs. 5 oz. 

. 6. What ii the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what extent is 
it probable that the cultintion could be carried in the event of an increased demand? 

6. ,The quantity of land under cotton cultintion does not, on an average of the last five 
-years, exceed 2,60,000 acres. In the event of an increased demand for the article, 4,00,000 
acres may probably be brought under cultivation. 

Dellary District, 
Collector's Office, ou Circuit, Ramanadroog, 

11 May 1848. 

(signed) A. ilfellor, 
Collector. 

To T. P!Jcroft, Esq., Secretary to the Board (If Revenue, Fort St. George . 

. Sir, 
Para. 1. WITH reference to extract from the Proceedings of the Board of 

Revenue, dated 14th F~bruary 1848, with which were transmitted extract from 
the Minutes of Consultation under date 14th January last,. together with copy 
of a despatch from the Honourable GouTt of ,Directors, and that of Dr. Royle's 
Memorandum on the culture of cotton in India, I have the honour to furnish the 
replies required tu the queries of the Honourable COUl't: 

Questions.-l. What is the p~ice of cotton freed from seed at the principal mart or 
marts in your district? 

Answers.-The price of cottpn freed from seed at the ~rincii>al marts in this district was 
43 rupees per candy during }~usly 1257 (~.D. J847-48), or 1 a. ip. per lb. 

2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton, cIeaJ;l;~d. or uncleaned, and with or 
without advance? . 

Ryotil who received adnnces sold their cotton cleaned at 35 rupees per candy, and that 
uncleaned at 11 rupees per candy; and those who received'no advances sold the former 
description at 39 rupees, and the latter at 12 'r~pees per candy. 

In illustration of the calculation and data on which the information furnished iu the above 
answer has been obtained, it will be necessary to state that the proportion of wool to seed 
is estimated at one to three; viz., that in four candies of uncleaned cotton, only one candy 
of wool is obtained when the same it freedfroro seed; that the priee of cotton seed per candy 
is Rs. 4. 10.8., and t~lat the expense of ,cleaning cotton by the churb or foot-roller, at 
one anna and four pies per maund, is Rs. 1. 10. 8. per candy. A ryot would accordingly 
obtain 44 rupees for four candies of uncleaned cotton, and if he cleaned the above quantity 
of cotton, 35 rupees for one candy of wool procurable, 14 rupees being the value,of the 
remainin~ three candies of seed, from which iil to be deducted five rupees for the expenses 
incurred m cleaning the above quantity at the rate per candy mentioned. • 

3. 'Vhat is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or foot roller, or by a.ny 
other method which may be in use? 

The expense of cleaning cotton -by the chUl'ka, the only method in usc, is Rs.l. 10. 8. 
per candy. 

4. 'Yhat are the expenses of conveying cotton to the nearest port of shipment? 
Merchandise is transported to Madras at the rate on ~n average of 12 aunas per every 10 

miles for bandy load, and at four annas for the same distance if laden on a bullock. Madras 
being the nearest port of shipment by the present existing line of communication, and the 
average distance from the plai}e of produce being 230 miles, and 40 maunds or two candies 
bsing considered a bandy load, the expense of conYeyin(J' cotton to the Presidency may be 
estimated at Rs. 8. 10. per candy, or 3 pies 0 fuq.r cents per lb. On the same calculation, 
eight maunds being a bullock load, the cost of this means of transit is Rs. 14. 6. per candy" 
or Si pies per lb. A last quantity, at least, two-thirds of this produce, is obliged to be 

. ' • conveyed 

• hicp. of lour cafidie~ of uncle,med cotton 
yiz., 

Price of three candiE'S of seed 
Deduct expt:nses ,,1' cleaning four Cllndle~ of cQtton 

2g6-Sess.2. F 

- 44 Rupees. 

.. 14-
5 

9 
- 35 

Total .. i4 Rupees. 

C17DDAP!D. 
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, conveyed to the Presidency on bullocks, in consequence of the wretched state or the hi.,.h 
road to Madras, by which system of transport, independent of the considerable expen~o 
incurred in the conveyance of goods. great damage is occasioned to them in the event of 
exposure to rain. 

The total absence of made roads in this district, of even one to the P~esidency, therefore 
renders communieation very difficult, and quite inadequate to the requirement of commerce. 
This want of facility of communication is severely felt, and traffic is carried on at a consi
derable additional cost of money, labour and time. 

5. What is the average produce of cotton per beega or I\.cre? 
The average produc~ of uncleaned cotton per acre is estimated at eight maunds or 

2001bs. 
6. 'What is the quantity of land under cultivatio~ with cotton. and to what cxte~t' 

III \ is it probable that the cultivation could be carried on in the event of an iDcrcased 
demand? 

The following statement exhibits the quantity of lands, sirkar and enam, which has come 
under cultivation with cotton from Fusly 1251 (1841-42) to 1256 (1846-47) inclush"e, and 
the average of the first five years: 

Superior 
or Blat k Land. 

Middle Descnptioo, 
or Mix.1I Lands. 

SUPERIO R' D ESC RIPl'ION. TOTAL. 

FUSLIES. 
-----;---- ------ - .--

RED LAND. WET L1ND. • I 
Extet1t". A -sessment. Exteot. As!eSSmeol. __ _______ _ Extent. _-\s.~'.m,nt. 

Extent. Asaeson,enl. Extent. I An.lsment I 
------------1·----1----+---·1--... ·-+---',---..----

Acrt •• 

1251 • - 58,128 

1252 • - - 54,829 

1253 - - • 50,136 

54,793 

1255 54,647 

TOTAL· - 2,12,533 

88.811 

79,505 

86,652 

84,706 

4,33,192 

Acre •• 

20,442 

20,010 

18.056 

18,861 

19,314 

96,743 

ll''PIlfi• 

23,340 

22.136 

20,723 

./Ieras. 

10,623 

10,582 

9,302 

Rupee •• 

11,153 

10,58.$ 

0,45.1 

ll,2H 

10,-186 

148 

168 

120 

157 

2U 

RI/pttl. 

1,071 

1,IG9 

862 

I ,IllS 

1,2-13 

Am-ft. 

89,341 

85,019 

RIIF"" 
1,49,022 

1,22,107 

71,6U 1,lO,al 

U,os.a 1,20,011 

tU,lOI 

• 64,506 86,638 I 19,319 21,695 10,U6 10.584 1 162 1,100 8.1,'63 I 1,20,026 

• --;~ ~0,226 1--;9-;;;-,1--25-,.32--4-
1

--1-1,-23-7-, ~-;-I----;~ 2-,8-'-3-
li--79-,,,-.a-2- -:;;;,-42-0 

Average 

12!.i6 • 

Total circar and enam lands capable oi cot· Acres. 
ton cultivation - 2,19,587 

Extent" of land actually uncultivated 
with cottOIl • i9,S611 

, ~ 

Cultivated in two years' • - 1,59,124 
Centage between the two items, 138 to 100. 

* Vide statements accompanyiog (A.) and (B.) 

t TALOOKS. 

Zummulmudgoo 
Doovoor· , 
Koilgoontlah 
Cllwalapoor 
Poolevendlah -

TOTA.L - -

EXTENT. 

Acres c. as. 
2,934 9 151 
4,61 3 17 3 

583 2 111 
310 28 9 
548 a 12~ 

ASSESSMENT. 

Ra. a. p. 
300,059 2 2 
13,108 9 8 

1,917 - 3 
t$70 8 4-

1.304 1 4 

The system of cultivating this description or pro
duce being generally by rotation in alternate yeari', 
it is to be considered that an equal extent of land, 
which is yearly cultivated by other descriptions of 

'produce, is capable of yielding cotton, all of which 
might be cUltivated with cotton twice in three years 
if sufficient inducement was held out to the ryots; 
while the proportion of lands otherwise cultivated. 
but capable also of producing cotton, to that culti
vated with this produce in the manner abo\"e described. 
is ascertained to be I! to 1,- or 138 to 100. 

From the detailed returns lately received from the· 
five cotton producing talooks of this district,t it ap
pears that there are 8,989 acres of land capable of 
cotton cultivation, the assessment of which is 27,259 
rupees, as marginally particularised. The a\ erage 
assessment on the whole being R,l. 3. O. 6., is con .. idered 
high with reference to the rates of assessment of the 
same description of la0(1 which bas come lwder cu1-
tivatio~, the average of which is R •• I. 9. 11., and 
consequently too much to afford ryots anyenconraging 
remuneration for the exercise of their indu-try in the 
cultivation of these lands. The extent of land agreed 

for, and capable 'of yielding cotton, but which are cultivated with other descriptions of 
produce, as also of such above referred to as are waste that would be brought under cotton 
culpivation, would depend upon the increased demand affording remunerative prices, and 

'upon the encouragement held out to ryots for extending the culture oC this staple 
article 
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article by the introduction of a fair and equable assessment, thereby effecting a judicious 
rcduction in its costs of production. The subject having been fully dwelt on in my J umma
bundy report for Fusly 1256, and in my letter about to be submitted having reference 
thereto, renders any further remarks from me unnecessary. 

Cuddapah, Collector's Office, (bigned) 
3 October 1848. 

J. H. Cocltrane. 
Collector. 

11. 
1tladras. 

(A.)-STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of CmcAR Day LAND brought undef CULTIVATJON, that capable of 
•. Cotton Cultivation, as well as that 1lCtultlly cultivated with Cotton in the District of Cuddapah during Fusly 1256. 

'fA LOOKS. 

1. 

Total 
Extent of 

Dry 
Black Land 
Cuhivaled, 
in Acres. 

2. 

WhlC~i"tJ 
of 

Black Laod 
capable 

of 
producing 

Cotton, 
10 Aerts., 

3. 

EXient of 
Land Per-centage ,Per-cenl_ge 

Culllvated betweeo I between 

WIth Column8 I ColumtS 

Cot lon, In 2 and 3, 3 and 4, 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 

4. 5. 6. 

Of .. blch 
Total 

Exlent 
EKtent of of Lalld 

Milled Land cap.ble 

Cultivated, of producing 

Acres. Cotton. 

7. 8. 

Of thIs 
Extent of 

Laad 
actually 

Cultlvaled 
w.lb 

Cotlon_ 

9. 

Pl'r-centage Per-centage 

between betwe~o 

'Columns Columns 

·7 and 8. 8 and 9. 

10. 11. 
----,---------'--I·-------I-------------,I---------11---~--------I--------I--------I--------1-------

1. Cumbum • • 
2. Dupaud • " 
3. Buuwall • -
4. Jummulmudgoo -
Ii. Dpovoor • • 
6. KOIlgounllsb • 
7. Chllwall • -
8. S.dbout • -
U. Chennoor. -

10. Carnal_poor • 
11. Goorrumc"ndab • 
12. Muddenl'ullV • 
13. Pool., elllllall • 
14. RU,7seholY - -

TOTAL -.-

'Enam Lancl • 

7,19,& 
2,551 

805 
64,101 
83,420 
6S,511 

421 
519 

16,252 
99,229 

226 
25,078 

1,168 
610 
201 

21,880 
6,684 

26,:104 

230 
1,625 
3,922 

> 5,OU 

634 
223 
103 

8,592 
2,115 -

12,458 

, 181 
732 

1,455 

2,047 

15 
20 
2; 
40 
20 
40 

40 
10 
10 

20 

46 
44-
it 
39 
32 
48 

79 
45 
37 

&2,131 
52,313 
26,858 
26,990 
22,871 
16,119 
15,681" 
6,898 
2,164 

10,871 
56,163 
59,002 
4',927 
73,138 

4,218 
5,231 
4,028 
5,398 
3,430 
3,222 

110 
544 

2,838 
2,950 
4,492 
3,651 

1,515 
1,915 
2,102 
2,624 
1,639 
1,639 

10 
130 
500 
548 

1,287 
8i6 

10 
10 
15 
20 
15 
20 

5 
Ii 
5 
5 

10 
5 

36 
38 
52 
49 
41 
: .. 

9 
24 
18 
11 
28 
24 

----,--,1----1---------------,-I----!I----I----
2,46,1167 67,438 28,380 

17,980 

21 42' '4,56,134 

. I. -
40,11$ 14,645 

1,120 

9 37 

GRANn TOTA L • -
---------------·-----.-I---·�-----�-----{----

T~ta~l· or which 
E,tent of ]o:xtent 
ned Landa of Red 
acoually cE"~le 

CulUVBled, f dO ~ 
'fALOOKS. 

• CottUD. 

12. 13. 

46,360 

01 this 
EXlent 

of Land 
actually 

Cultivated 
wnll 

Colton_ 

u. 

Per-centage Per-cenlnge 

between between 
Totsl 

Columns Columns Dry Land 

12 aDd 13. 13 aad 14. Cultivdted: 

15. 16. 11. 

Of which 
Extfnt 

of Land 
capable of 
produc'D@ 
0.11011. 

18. 

Olthi. 
Dry Land Per-centag .. Per-cent age 

actually 
brougllt between 

under Columns 
Cotton 17 and 18. 

Cultivation. 

19. 20. 

between 

Columns 

18 and 19. 

21. 

Acres 10 pro uemg 

-----1-----:----1----1-----------1----:-----1----1·----1----
1. CUlllbnm • - 9,072 907 269 10 30 59,003 
2. Dupaud • - 10,314 515 190 6 37 65,178 
3. lludwB.1" • • 9,933 1,490 658 15 38 37,596 
4. JUDlmulmudgoo. 23,269 2,326 1,10;\ 10 48 1,04,960 
5. DooYoor - • 20,199 2,019 1,009 JO 50 76,496 
6. Kotlgoontluh • 23,609 3,540 1,5-19 15 44 1,05,239 
7. ChIlwa II • - _ 6,374 • • _ • • • - • 21,-188 

6,288 
6,256 
5,719 

29,60-1 
12,133 
32.966 

2,318 2,388 
2,763 

12,260 
4,i63 

15,646 

11 
19 
15 
28 
16 
31 

37 
38 
48 
41 
39 
47 

8. Sldhout • • 8,631 • • • • - !" _ • 16,108 231} 181 2 78 
9. Chennoor - • 22,454 J,120 107 5 10 40,870 2,655 849 7 30 

GRAN» TOTAL 

10. Caruulapoor • 13,63-1 682 11 Ii " 63,728 6,148 1,602 8 31 
11. Goorrumcondah. • -' •• ! . .. 56,753 2838 500 5 18 
12. 1I1uddenpully • 13,838 690 6S -Ii - 9 13,066 3:640 I ~11 5 11 
13. Poolevendlab • 1,16,703 5,785 2,409 5 42 1,85,708 15,291 6,743 8 11 
14. RoyacholY - - i 9,071 I 95' 350 5 31 92,215 4,611 1,226 Ii 21 

TOTAL • - • ~~o7T20:02S ,:6251--,.---1'--3-8---1'-9-,9-8-,4-0-8-1.-1-,2-7-,5-7-9--1--50":',f!-5-0-'

I
---U-,-+-4-0--

'Ellam Lond. - _ • I - • 3,612 I - • • '\ 6,26,216 92,008 28,712 ,, ___ 1_3 __ + ___ 3_1 __ _ 

. - . . I - - li,23~ 1----· -1--.--.--I-I-6,2-4,-62-.. -lr2-,1-9-,S--8-1-i:--7-9,-56-2-==1 13 36 

Cuddap.lb, Collector'.Ollice, 3 Oclober 1648_ (signed) J. H. CGCArGla~, Collector. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 
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(B.)-STATEMENT s110wing the Total Extent of EN,UI L.lIm. b~ought under, CtlL~lVATIONJ that ~pable of Cotton 
Cultivation, as well as that actually Cultivated wit~ Cotton in tllil.District of CuddapalJ, during Fusly 12,)6. 

, .! 4 t " 

i 

I Total Ofwbich 'Of this Extent of Land Culll."te~ in Fu.ly 1256, Per Per 
Land , . ~ Crntage Cootage Extellt ufDry capable uf \ 

TALOOKS. 
Land producing Black Land, Mixed Total betwePn betwet'D 

CottDn Red. Coil. lSI a. Coll.l&r. Cultivated. Cultivatlull. Acres. Lands. Acres. 

1. \ 2. 3. 4. Ii. 6. r. B. 9. - I • , 

1 

1 

1 

l 

l 

, . , 
" 

Acres. 
1. Cumbum · .. 66,581 

~. Doopaud ,- :.. ,58,979 

3. Budwail · · 35,204 

4. Jummulmudgoo ~ 67,895 

6. Doovoor · ,. 70,530 

6. Coilgoontlah · · 94,279 

'i. Cbitwail- · · 18,855 

8. Sidhout· · · 6,0.28 

\). Chennoor · · 24;186 

O. Camalapoor · .. 43,228 

1. Goorrumcondah, · 16J216 

2. Muddenpully .. - 23,610 

3. Poolevendlah - · ':'6,342 

4. Royacboty .. · 24,283 

TOTAL .. "'i .. \6,26,216 

Cuddapab, Collector's Office,} 
3 October 1848. 

7,323 735 

5,308 ,111 

5,280 
. 

123 

19,01.1 .4,100 

11,283 1,963 

29,223 9,19:) 

- -
'125 '43 

i,691 '315 

3J457 914 , , 
~lO .. .. 

1,180, . ... ~ 

483 I 6,108 

1,214 .:. .. 
92,008 I ,17,98Q ,I' 

. 

' 1,311 ,478 ' 

1,646 69 

1,251 571 

~ .. , .. , .. 
1,716 053 ' , 

1158 1,156 

- -
" - .. . . 
\ C I 

, . . 88 
, 

a4' \ 
,1~ 

'10* .. . I .. 

198 19 

n 
I 

260 

188 00, 

7,120 I 3,61:l 

(signed) 

t,624 1) 35 

i,826 I) 85 
i 

1,945 15 87 

4,100 28 22 

4;632 16 41 
J,107 81 38 

- - -, 
43 2 35 

353 7 21 

9is~ 
. 

8 28 

104, Ii 13 

~17 ' Ii 18 . 
'157 8 111 

243 , 
J 

IS 20 

2,87,121 I . 13· I 31 

J. H. Cochrane, 
Collector. 

l\,I1RlIOOL. To T. P!Jcrojt, Esq., Secretary' t~ tIle Board 'of Re~enue~ Fort St: George. 

Sit, 
Para. 1. I HA.VE tht! honour to submit replies in a ,concise form to the queries 

from the Honourable Court of. Directors ,r~garding cotton, which ,,'ere trans
mitted with an extract from the Board's Proceedings, dated the 14th ultimo: . . 

1st. The price of cotton, freed from seed, at the principal marts in the Kurnool 
district is from RS.,l. 10. 3 •. to R$.l. 10 .• 8. per maund. 

2d. Having received adT'ances, a ryot sells uncleaned cotton at Rs. O. 6. 4. 
the maund; without advance, at RI;. O. 6. 7. Cleaned cotton is sold by him, 
if he has had advances, at B.s. 1. 9. 7. the maund, and at Rs.I. 10. 8. for 
the same quantity, if no ad\'ances have been made to him. 

ad. In this district nothing is used" fol"' cleaning cottoil, but a very primitive 
roBel', to making "of which' costs less than half a rupee. The expense of cleaning 
cotton with this simple instrument is calculated at Es. 0 O. 8. the maund. 

4th. It is estimated that the cost of conveying cotton to the nearest sea-coast, 
viz., that in the Nellore district, would be R,. O. 5. 2j. per maund. 

5tb. The average produce of cotton pet acre, -on good and bad soils, I lJelieve 
to be about 4 maunds 121 Ibs. 

6. It 
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6th. It is calculated tbat 19,581 acres are now under cultivation with cotton, 
~nd tbat it might be exten~ed to 75,481 acres without inconvenience, if a suffi. 
cient demand were created. 

2. The maundreCerred to in this communication is that of 2511"s. ; the aere, the 
English acre; and the rupee, the present Company's rupee. 

(signed) H. D. Phillips, 
Kurnool District," , Agent to the Governor. 

Camp Gaurdeemudgoo, 4 March 1848. 

( 

To T.-P!Jcroft, Esq., Secretary to the Boarel of Revenue, Fort-St. George. ~ 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to enclose a paper of !lnswfrs t.o the questions reloltive to the 

price and production of cotton wllol, con tamed In the despatch of the HonouraUle 
(;ourt of Diredors, dated the 10th No\'ember 1841, _ 

Madjtra, 1'heroomungaI~mi (signed) R. D. Parker, 
27 May 1848. Collector. 

ANSWERS to Questions relative to Cotton 'Vool, contained in a Despatch from the 
Honourable Cpurt of Directors, dated 10 November 1847, 

1. ,EXPORTERS do no~ generally make purchases in the :Ma~ura district, but the cotton is 
bought up by Natoocotay chetties, who obtain it from a lower degree of merchants, by 
whom it 18 procured from the ryots. It ia sold to the N atoocatay chetties by the podhee or 
bale of 243f Ibs., the price of which.is generally 22 rupees, but at present said to be so 
low as 18 rupees, owing to a slacknE:ss in the demand. 

2. The ryot in this district obtains no advances for cultivation from the cotton buyers; 
he sometimes pledO'cs hJs crop for ~oney borrowed 10. pay the Sircal'~ tax, but not at a 
gil'en price. he seils his cottOn, uncleaned, by the podhee of 3161,;, and the usual price is 
seven rupees the podhee. 

- 3~ -Cotton i; freed from seed by the churka, and afterwards cleaned by stick beating. 

Th ree podhees of uncleaned cotton, making 316 1
3,; X 3 = 1,012 il> lbs. 

Cost for removin<Y' seed -
For subsequent cieaning ~ 

TOTAL 

Ra. a. p. 
1 13 1 
- 10 2 

- 2 7 2 

The cleaned cotton derived therefrom weighs 243f Ibs'J which is a bale or podhee men
-tioned in the answer to Question 4. The value of the seed extracted from the three 
podhees of uncleaned cotton is Rs.3. 12" exceeding the cost of cleaning. 

4. The nearest port of export for cotton is Tutacorin. Four podhees, or bales of 2431 lbs • 
.each, mentioned in the #preceding answer, make one cart-load; and the hire of cart from 
Theroomungalum, a central mart, to Tuti~orin, is three rupees in the dry months, and 
Rs. 3. 4. in the rainy ·season. 

5. The average produce per acre is 316llbs. of uncleaned cotton. 

6. The extent of land cultivated in Fllsly J257 with- cotton' in the Government talooks, 
and the large zemindaries of Ralnnad and ShevanQ'UDga, is returned at 36,865 cawnies or 
48,747 aCl'es. No return has been required from the numerous small zemindaries, from a 
consideration of the length of time which would be consumed in obtaining the accounts, and 
the small extent of cotton grown in those zemindaries; according to the returns, the district 
contains about 12,000 acres fit for cotton, beyond what is at present under that species of 
cultivation, and an efficient demand would probably lead to cotton being raised thereon. 
I am inclined to believe that the returns are below the actual extent. 

Madura, Theroomungalum, 
27 May 1848. 

296-Sess. 2. F3 

(signed) R. D. ParNer. Collector. 



II. 
Madras. 

TINNI:.\ELLY. 

COIMlIATORE. 

PAPERS RELATING 'l'O'l\IEASURES TAKEN. SJ~CE 1847 

To T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to th~ Board of Revenue, Fo:t ~t. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to the extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 

under date the 14th February Idst, and to the extract from the Minutes of Con
sultation, dated 14th January last, and of the letter from. the Honourable the 
Court of Directors thereunto prefixed. I have the honour to sut~oin concise 
replies to the several queries regarding the price and culture of cotton in this 
district: 

'Queries.-l. What is the price of 'Cotton, freed from seed, at the principal mart or 
marts in your district? 

Replies.--l. Forty-seven to 50 rupees per candy. 
I 

2 • .At what price does the ryot sell his cotton cleaned and. uncleaned, and with or 
without advances?, . 

2. Sells, without advance, cleaned cotton at about 47 rupees per candy. Uncleaned 
ditto at about 12 rupees per candy. With advance, cleaned cotton at about 40 ru{llles per 
candy. Uncleaned cot jon at about lIl'l1pees per candy •. 

3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or foot-roller, or by any 
other method which may be in use? 

3. Cotton is cleaned in this district by the churka, and the expense for cleaning it is 
about five rupees per can~y. 

4. 1Vhat are the expenses for conveying cotton to the nearest port for shipment? 
4. About six rupees per candy of cleaned cotton. 

5. What is the average produce of cotton per beega or aore ? 
5. Three maunds of cleaned cotton, or 12 maunds of uncleaned cotton, is the average 

produce per acre. . 

6. 'What is the quantity of land under cultivation with the cotton, and to what 
extent is it probable that the cultivation could be carried in the el"ent of an increased 
demand? 

6. The extent of land cultivated with cotton during Fusly 1256, is 122,391 acres; but, 
in the event of an increased demand, about 15,000 acres more Can be brought under cultl
Yation. 

One acre = 43,560 square feet. 
One candy = 500 pounds. 

(signed) E. B. Tllomas, Collector. 

Tinnevelly: Tencausey! 31 July 1848. 

To T. Pgcrojt, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of extract from the Proceedings 

of the Board of Revenue, dated the 14th February 1848, together with copy of 
correspondence noteu in the margin.· and to submit my replied to the queries 
therein contained: 

Queries.-l. 'What is the price of cotton, freed from seed, at the principal mart or 
marts in your district? 

Replies.-l. The avera~e price of a maund of indigenous cotton in the town of Ceimba
tore, which, from its proxmllty to the Malabar coast, may be considered the mart of first 
importance, is Rs.2. 4. B., or Rs.45. 13 _lD. per candy of 5001bs. This bad been 
calculated upon the selling prices of the last five years, as shown in the subjoined memo
randum. The cotton is brought to the market chiefly in the months of October, Nonmber, 
and December, and the prices of these months are therefore taken into calculation. 

• M. C., Ifth February 1848, No. 54, despatched from the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
10th November 1847.-No. ~5. . 
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F U SLI ES. 
I 

October. November. December. TOTAL. Average 
per Annum. 

i - -
]253 · Ra. p' Candy I ,53 - - 53 - - 53 ~ - 159 - - 53 - -
1254 · · ., 50 - - 49 - - 49 - - 14g - - (9 a 4 

I 

1255 · · " 
. 39 - - 38 - - 39 - - 115 - - 38 5 4 

: 
1256 · · ,. . 43 - - 43 - ... 43 - - 129 - - 43 - -
1257 - · I 41 - - 48 48 - ]37 - 45 10 8 " .' - - - -

TOTAL . . - 225 - - 231 .. - 232 - - 688 - - 229 S 4 

---- === ---- ----
A ,erag~ per year - - 45 - - 4a 3 2 46 6 a ]37 9 7 45 13 10 

2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, and with or 
without advances? 

2. The home provincial merchants '* receive advances from merchants engaged in the 
more extensive trade of the article, which they disburse prospectively to the ryot with 
reference to the esti~ted crop., The ryot sells his produce (uncleanedl to the former 
10 ann as if. maund, or Rs. 12. 6.9. per candy t of 5{)0 lbs. This has also been ,C'omputed 
upon the average of the last five years, as exhibited below ~-

II. 
Madras. 

-----~-----------------------~------~----------------------~-----------------

ITEMS. 
Price per Canrly 

in 1253 
(18-l3-4-1). (1844-45). (1845-46). (1846-47). (1847-48). 

I pe;E:~'IY .perPCJ:'~dy pe~C~:dY] P .. :t:dy I TOTAL 

I 
ill 1254 IR ] 255 in ]256 ID 1257 • 

--~---------I------:-------,I-------~------
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
13 8 - 11 S - 10 8 -

1 10 8 1 10 8 1 10 8 1 4 - 1 4 - 7 8 ~ 

Av~r.ge 1 For 4l of 
per Year 

for j Candle'!. 
One C.lOdy. 

RH. a. p. IRs. a. p. 
12 6 9 52 12 8 

1 8 - 6 6 -
.Seed cotton.. .. 

Add amount of hire 
for cleaning -

f;",;" ~ I~" ~"~ :;" ;- ": 
-,-·--1-----1-----1---- __ -----1------1----

13 14 -115 4 - 69 10 -TOTAL • 15 2 8 13 2 8 12 2 8 ]3 14 9 59 2 8 

==============1:====:=== 1====1===1=== 

6 8 -I 5 5 4 22 3 8 

Deduct amount ob· 
tained for cotton 
seed.. .. .. 4 - - 334 33- 4 7 1 

Net amount of price for one candy of clean eotton 
Add profit to the home trader • .. .. .. 

. . .. .. - . 
Total value o( a candy of clean cotton • - - .. 

3. Wbat is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or foot-roller, or by any 
other method ;which may be in use? 

3. The average expense of cleaning cotton by the churka, or, as it is called in this 
.country, " ratuum," is one anna and two and a. half pice per maund, or Rs. 1. 8. a candy of 
5001bs. 

4. mat are the expenses of conveying cotton to ~e nearest port for shipment? 

4. The nearest port for shipment is Ponannyon the Malabar coast, about 100 miles 
from Coimbatoor; and the expenses of carriage, as far as they can be ascertained, amount 
to 5' annas and 2! pice per maund, or Rs.6. 8. ,a candy. The memorandum in the 
margin t will afford detailed information on the point. 

• The middlemen between the ryot and exporter. 
t 41 candies of seed cotton are con$idered equivalent to one candy without seed. 

Rs. tl. p. 
t Hire of cartage per 1 candy of cotton .. 

Packing charges • .. • 
Fee for crossing ferries, &c. &c. .. 

'296-Sess. 2. 

• 4 - ~ - -
• - 8 -

Rs.6 8-

5. What 

31 ~andles. 
14 7 -
44 11 8 

1 2'2 

------
45 13 10 



Nellore. 
G·.ntoor. 
Cuddapah. 
Kurnool. 
Bellary. 
Madur;1. 
Coimbatore. 
Tinnevelly. 

48 PAPERS .RELATING TO MEAS,lJRES lAI\EN SINCE 1847. 

5. W"hat js the average produce per beega or acre? 
5. It is difficult to afford a. satisfactory reply to this q~estion. Some of the lands appro

priated by me for purposes of experiment in the previous years yielded II.iJ much· as. 
12,000Ibs. of seed cotton per cawnie,· but the contrast, ,as regards country plants. is most 
unfavourable; they produce a most sca.nty crop under the best circumstances, and that 
depending entirely on the description 9f the soil, the fact of its bein~ a single or combined 
crop, and the quantity of labour bestowed. In order, however, to obtain some standard, 1 
have calculated the M:crage produce of the last five years, which gives about 1101b8. or 
seed cotton per acre. 

6. What is the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what extent is 
'it probable that the culth'ation could be carried on in the event of !in increa.'led 
dC¥1and ? 

6.' ~tle average quantity of land u~der \ c?tton cultur~ a~ount~ to about- 97,830 acres. 
With lncreased demand and remuneratmg prIce, the cultivatIon WIll no doubt keep pace 
to any required extent; the following statement will indicate how the average calculation 
with reference to the cotton land was arrived at : 

No. or Acrrs Average 
E U SLI E S. ul Lall~ PRODUCE. Produce per Acre under Cvltun , CultivatIOn. in lb •• 

-

C. m. Zhs. 
1252 - - - - - 1,00.474 12 26,789 8 131 133£" 

1253 - - - - - 1,02,805 12 25,919 4 13 i 126 ! 
I 12~4 - - - - - 97,406 8 

, 24,718 16 10' 126f, , . I 

1255 - - - - . 1,09,195 8 1 21,927 17 15 IOOi" 

]256 - - - - - 79,263 -I. 9,153 10 14 571 
-

I TOTAL - - - 4,89,145 81 1,08,538 17 17 --Average - j 97,829 21,707 15 131~ ! 
II. As con~ected with this subject, I beg leave to annex an extract of letter addressed 

by me to the Secretary to Government in 1842 :_U Indeed, with the advantaN'cs 'of the. 
machinery now setting up in Coimbatoor for cleaning the cotton, the seaport of Ponany for 
its place of shipment, the cotton of this district will enjoy favouring advantages hithert() 
never contemplated; when to this is added the unlimited quantity which can be produced 
by means more simple, as well as economical (from the trial which I have made), I am 
perfectly convinced that I am not overratin17 the capabilities of this district. eIther as 
regards the quantity of produce or its excelfent quality. The only difficulty, as I haYe 
before remarked, which presents itself, is for the disposal of the produce by the grower 
relieved from the tax and molestation of brokeral?e, which I hope Government may conl!ider 
it expedient to remove by authorising the receptIon of the American cotton produce solely 
at remunerating and encouraging rates'; I would suggest for the present 17 ~ rupees the 
candy on delivery, seed inclusive, which might be returned or distributcd to the ryot8 for 
future bperation." 

iII. This was my recorded opinion six years ngo; it was not hastily formed, and I find 
that it is gradually obtaining acceptance as regards the country cotton. 

(signed) J. C. Wrougltton. 
Coimbatore. 5th September 1848. Prillcl. Collector. 

EXTRACT from -the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 5th December 1848. 

3.. From the report!! submitted by the Board of Revenue, the cotton-growing di"tricts" 
are eight in number, the principal of which are the ceded districts, Bellary and Cuddapah, 
and the districts of Coimbatore and Tinnevelly. 

4. In Bellary the extent of land under cotton cultivation taken on an average of the last five 
years, is 2,60,000 acres, which the collector states may be extended to 4,00,000 acres if there 
were" an increased demand" for the article. He alludes to the repair of the road to Coompta 
on the western coast as likely to effect a material increase in the exports, and the Boarg of 

Re,'enue 

• New Orleans, equal )T';,- acre. 
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Revenue observe in reference thereto. that the Davamunnay Ghat, practicable for wheel 
~arriages, and upon the line of communication between Bellary and Coompta, will be 
opened by the end of 1849. 

5. In the nei~hbouring district of Cuddapah there are 79,562 acres under cultivation, capable 
of being extended to 2,19,587, which might be applied to this culture, if" sufficient induce
ment ,vas held out to the rrots," by an increased demand, and by " the introduction of a 
fair and equable assessment" The' wretched state of the road to Madras is also alluded to, 
but calls for no remark here, as the subject of improving it has already received the atten
tion of this Government. 

6. In Coimbatore the average quantity of land under cotton cultivation is 97,830 acres, and 
the collector states that with increased demand and remunerating price, the cultivation can 
be carried to any required extent. Dr. Wight's estimate, based upon a series of calculations, 
is considerably in excess of the collector's statement of the extent of land actnally under 
cultivation, but these officers would seem to agree in respect of the capabilities of the district 
for producing cotton.. In Tinnevelly 1,22,391 acres are under cultivation, and in the event 
of an increased demand a further extent of 15;000 acres can be brought into cultivation. 

7. In Madura there would appear to be altogether 60,000 acres adapted for this cultiva
tion; in Guntoor upwards of 1,00,000; and in N eHore an insignificant extent; but from the 
peculiarities of this last district it can scarcely be reckoned a cotton-growing one. 

8. In Kurnoo119,581 acres are under cultivation, and the agent remarks that it can be 
extended without inconvenience to 75,481 if a sufficient demand were created. 

9. The superintendent of the Astagram division in M ysore states that there are about 
10,000 acres under cotton cultivation, that the produce is insufficient for local consumption, 
but were even an increased demand offered, the district could not supply cotton for export. 
He alludes to a circular issued some years back to allow waste land, if taken up for cotton 
cultivation, to be held rent free for five years, and states that this offer failed of success. In 
one other division of the same territory, viz., Chittledroog, there are 8,000 acres nnder 
cultivation for local consumption, and as much more available. In the remaining divisions 
the cultivation is limited, and cotton is imported from Bellary and Cuddapah. 

10. The average produce of cotton on an acre of land appears to vary in different di:?,tricts, 
and even in the' same district vel'y considerably according to soil, climate, variety, and other 
circumstances, In' Coimbatore the produce per acre is UO lbs, of' seed cotton; Tinnevelly, 
300Ibs.; Madur;t, 316; .Knrnool • .112; Cuddapah.200; Gnntoor,225; NeIIore, 100; and 
in Dellary, where the greatest extent of land is applied to this cultivation, the produce is, 
cleaned cotton, 46 Ibs., or seed cotton 1841bs. The principal collector of Coimbatore 
remarks that it is difficult to afford any satisfactory information in this respect; the New 
Orleans sown by him f01" experimental purposes yielded 1,2001bs. of seed cotton per cawnie, 
equal to I-f a.cre, while the country produced a most scanty crop. Dr. Royle gives the 
average of :tndian cotton at 1001bs. per acre of cleaned cotton, and this he regards as " a 
small return." 

11. On the whole, it appears that as relates to the Company's territories there is no want 
of land suited for cotton cultivation, particularly in the four principal districts; that while 
the state of the internal communications which offer so much obstruction to the transit of this 
essential staple of India to the coast will continue to engage, as it has heretofo~ done, the 
attention of the local Government, tne measure of greater importance necessary to ensure 
the improvement and extension of' the cotton culture of the country would seem to rest 
solely on "an increased and certain demand and remunerating prices," an opinion expressed 
by all 'who have heretofore written on the subject. 

12. The Government then call attention to the suggestions which had been made with a 
view to their being brought iilto practical operation so far as local means and cir«umstances 
admit. There are experimental establishments at Coimbatore and Tinnevelly under the 
management of officers whose aid and advice will always be available as well as the machi
nery and seed in their charge, and the Governor in Coqncil will cheerfully receive and 
ellcourage every disposition which may be shown to promote this object; indeed considering 
the importance attached by the Manchester Commercial Association to "careful picking" 
and " effectual cleaning," he thinks much may be accompushed by the local officers taking 
an active part in impressing these points on the native mind, and directing their attention to 
the advanta~es of' good seed, of improved cultuI:e, and of keeping unmixed the superior and 
the inferior kinds of cotton produce. 

Re\'enue Department, No.2 of 1849. 

To the Honourable the CUul't of Directors of the East Ind!a Company. 

, Honourahle Sirs, 
IN continuation of our letter in this cepartment, dated 5th December 1848, 

No, 88, we hll\'e the honour to transmit ('opY of one from the Re~ident at Tra. 
2g6-Sess. 2. G vallcore 

II. 
Madras.. 



Dea.10 Con •• , 16 
Januarv 1849, 
No. !l8. 

50 'PAPE1U~' RELATING TO', MgA:SURES TAI{E~·t SINCR' 1847. 

'fancore and Gochin, furnishing the replies of the' De1tans of those States to the 
queries l'elatillg' to the cotton' cnltivatiort or India, conveyed in: your despatch 
of the 10th November 1847, No. 25. 

'For.~ St. G'eorge,. 
l:a January 1849. 

:tIS: MZ"'-

No~ 40. 

We have,.&c .. 
(signed), Hen"9 Pottit1ger. 

G. H. Berkeley. 
D • .Eliott. 

From M'ajor'.general W. Cullen, Itesident at Travancore and Cocbin, to 
Sir H. C. Montgomery, Bart., Ofijciating Chief Secretary to Government, 
Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acJ..tJowledge receipt of your letter, No. 5u, of the 14th 

January last, with its enclosure, and I now beg to transmit copies of the replies 
of the de" ans of Tra\'ancore and Cochin to the fluerit,s of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, on the subject of cotton culture under these two sirkars. 

Absolutely trifiihg as is the quantity of cotton produced in these provinces, 
the reports originally forwarded to me contained several little errors and omis. 
sions, and I was obliged to refer more than once for explanation. 

The only cotton groVln in the Cochin·territory is in the small insulated talook 
of Chittoor, lying m the very middle of the great .break in the ghats at Palghat
eherry. A large portion of this small district is waste, and occupied by forest 
and jungle, and uosusceptible of irrigation, and there(ore applicable to cotton 
cultivation. No attention, however, had been directed to this subject, as observed 
by the t1ewan of Cochin, until within the last 10 years. 

I am not aware of how far th~ fall of rain may affect the culture of cotton, 
but the fall in the Chittool' district is yery considerable, not less than about 60 
inches per annum; while in CoimbalOre and Tinnevelly it is seldom, I believe, 
sO'much as 25 inches. 

Only 240 acres are stated by the dewan as under cotton cultivation in Chittoor, 
but that some thou~ands of acres might be so applied. 

'In l'r3vancbre the de'W'an ,states there are about 770 acreS under actual culti
vation; and he adds; that about 400 acres mote might be applied' to that 
purpose. 

The cotton cultivation in Travancore is quite at the southern extremity .of the 
province, lying, in fact, all along the Tinnevelly frontier, or what are called the 
Arambooly Lines, to the very extremity of the Peninsula at Cape Comorin. It 
partakes, thetefore, very much of the climate of Tinne\"elly, and bas very little 
more rain, .but in this reSflect is probably rather more fa'Vourably situated. 

It has appeared to me, however,'that there are considerable tracts of land still 
farther to the westward that might Jlnswer for cotton were its cultivation iln 
object. 

I'have already taken the liberty to draw the attention of Government to the 
facilities recently afforded for the transport of cotton frorn Coimbatore by carts 
to the port of Cochin, through the Cochin Sirkar territory. 

{sigued) W. Cullen, M.G., 
Resideut's Office, Trichoor, Resident. 

28 December 1848. 
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TJIAVANCORE. 

REPLIES to the Queries from the Honourable the Court of Directors respectin~ the 
Cultivation of Cotton in Travancore. 

Ql/.m.J 1. W Ii AT is the price ot: cotton fr~ed froIJ1 ~ed ~t.tQe pr.m.cipJll_~t, or J1J,arts 
in your district. ? 

Reply. There is a market at Mylandy, and one at Cotar, in the Agasteesw~r.o.m c)~U'~~, 
south of Travancore, but no cotton is brought to either pfthese marts freed frQJll.8eed. 

The uncleaned cotton, the produce of Tmvaucore, ~ sold itt-the a.bove two marts ~t an 
average rate of 15 annas per thoolljolD. of ]A it lPs. English. -

2. At what price does die ryot liIell his cotton cleaned or JiiJcleanec1, and with or with
out advance? 

Uncleaned cotton grown in Travancore is sold by the ryot at lths of a Company's rupee per 
thoolam" or 14 H lbs., and Tinnevelly cotton freed from seed is sold at 2 i Company's rupees 
a tboolam. If any advance Us received by the Trav&ncore ryot, a discount of l,chuckrum, 
or 6 j pies per thoolam (of 14 it Ibs.), is allowed. 

3. What is the expense of clcalling .cotton by the cburka, -qr JQQt-roller, or by 1l1J.y 
other method which may be in use ? 

The expense of cleaning cotton by the churka is Jtbs of a gally fanam ... Ol".~. ap~a.s per thoolagl 
(of 1411bs. English), aod is paid for by the sale Qf the seeds. No other method is used 
for cleaning it. 

4. What are the expenses of conveying cotton to the nearest port for shipment? 
The expense of conveying 8 thoolams, or 116 Ibs. English, of cotton, being one load. from 

Mylandy to the seaport of Manacoody, 1! native league, 01' about 5 English miles, will 
amount to Cths of a gaUy fanam, or 1 anna 5 pice, or at the rate of half a fauam (1 anna. 
2 pie'J) per league. The distance from CoW to l\1an3Coody is 1 ~ league, but the hire is 
the same. 
, The rate of hire from Thuckalay (Cukkolum district) to the seapqrt of 9olaQ.~e, 8 ~iles, 
is one quarter of a rupee for 10 thoolams, or 144 J\ lbs. of cotton. 

5. What is the average produce of cotton per beega or aorQ? 
The average produce of uncleaned cotton per acre is 35 thoolatns .. or 505 n lhs. 

6. What is the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what extent 
is it probable that the cultivation could be carried on in the event of an increal!ed 
demand 1 

There are at present about 77 J ~ acres in the distriets of Agasteeswerom and Thovlllay 
under clJltivatioll with cotton, anel there is still laod to the ext~nt of about ,400 Q.CfeS 
capable of being cultivated with this staple. 

Cotton is only ,cultivated in Travancore in the two most southern districts of AO'as
teeswerom and 'l'hovalay, and immediately on the Tinnevelly frontier, where the rains

o 
are 

light ('om pared with the more northern districts; but even to the south cotton is not exten
sively cultivated, grain being much more profitable, and the land in general suited to wet 
cultivation. 

Huzzoor Cutcherry, Trevandrum, 
20 June 1848. 

CO CHIN. 

(signed) V. Kristna Row, Dewan. 

REPLIES to the Queries from the Honourable tbe Court of Directors respecting the 
Cultivation of Cotton in Cochin. 

Query 1. WHAT is the price of cotton freed from seed at the principal mart or marts 
in your district? 

Reply. Three Company's rupees per thoolam, a meMure equivalent to 967 ~ Surat 
rupees, weight equal to 25 lbe. English. ' 

2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton cleaned or uncleaned, and with or 
without advances? ' 

.T~e ryot ~imselftakes his cotton.t~ tqe mart at Tat~mungalom, which is in the vicinity, 
wlthm ten males of the place where It IS grown. The price of cleaned cotton is given above; 
that of uncleaned IS 10 annas per thoolam; whether advances be made or not, the price is 
the same. 
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3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churl..a or foot-roUer, or by any 
other m~thod which may be in use? . • , 

Cotton is cleaned by a roUer, and the ,cost is about' 11 annas and S i pice per'thoolam 
(25 lbs. English). .' 

4. What are the expenses of conveying cotton to the nearest port for sltipment" '" 
" About 2 annas and 7 r pice per thoolam (25 Ibs.) for conveyin~ it from Tattamun,.alom 

to Cochin, a distance of about 80 miles, one-half that distance bemg by land, and the "'other 
half by water. 

5. 1Yhnt is the average produce per beega or acre? 
T"o thoolams and' a half of cleaned cotton, or 62 t lbs. English per ncre. 

. 6. 1Yhat is the quantity of land under cultivation ·with l·otton, Ilnd to "hat extent 
is it probable that the cultivation could be carried in the event of an increascd 
demand? 

T,vo hundred and forty acres. No cotton was cultivated in this country till about ten 
years ago, 'and then only as 'an experiment. The cultivation has increased to the above 
extent gr~ually.and it will probably increase to n ~ar grea~er extent. "hen the people become 
more convmced of the advantage, and better acqualDted WIth the SOlI most favourable for its 
growth. There are many thousand acres of uncultivated land in this country, much of which 
rna)' very probably be adapted to the culture of cotton, and which is not at pr~8cnt capable 
ofmigation as Nunjah land. . 

Huzzoor Cutcherry, Ernacolloom in Cochin, 
5 August 1848. . 

(signed) Sltun!lra Warrier, Dewnn. 

Bevenue Department.-(No. 56.~ 

EXTRA.CT from ,the Minutes of Consultation, under date 13 January 1849. 

RUD tlle following letter from tbe Resident at Tra,·ancore and Cochin, trans .. 
.mitting copies of replies 9f the Dewans of Travancore and Cochin on the eubjelJt 
of cotton pulture und~r these sirkars. ' 

(H~re enter 28th De('e~ber 1848, No. 40.] 

, Ordered, that the foregoing letter' be transmitted to the honourable the Court 
or Directors, in continuation of the one to their· address, dated 5th December 
1848, No 88. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomer!/, 
Officiating Chief Secretary, 

(A true extract.) 

(signed) ;II. C. Montgomery, 
Officiating Chief Secretary. 

Revenue Department.-(No. " of 1849.) 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WE have the hononr to transmit, in continuation of our letter in this depart

ment, dated 13th January 1849, No.2, copy of a further communication from 
the Resident of Travancore and Cochin, correcting some of the statements 
made in his previous' letter, relating 4:0 the cotton culti \"Uti on of tbe Cochin 
territory. 

Fort St. George, 10 February 1849. , . 

'Ve have, &c. 
(signed) Hem"!! Pottinger. 

G. H. Berlcele!J •. 
D. Eliott. 
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(No.3.) 

From Major-Gel)eral lV. Cullen, Resident.at Travancore and Cochin, to Sir H. C. Mont
gomery, Bart., Officiating Chief Secretary too Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
SrNcE my report, No. 40, of the 28th ultimo, on the cultivation of cotton nuder these 

. Sirkars, I have beeu enabled to make a short tour of about eight days, in company with the 
Dewan, Ol'er to the Coehin {listrict of Chittoor, in the Palghat opening, and it has afforded 
me an excellent· opportunity of seeing the improving state of that district, and of correcting, 
my previous report on the extent of the cotton cultl\ ation, l·f which there are certainly not 
,less than 600, instead of only 240 acres, and every prospect bf its being incrE'ased in a year 
or two more '0 1,000 acrcs and upwards. 

1 had made a partial ,-isit to the eastern limit of the district in 1842, on a boundary dispute, 
and one or two subsequent hurried \'isits to the other 1)ortions of' the district, but in 1842, 

-the whole of the eastern half of It appeared to be it. dense forest and bamboo jungle, with 
only a few partial clearings remote from each other. 

My present examination of the district was much more complete, as I crossed the whole 
of it from we~t to east, and from south to north, and it was delightful to witness the extra
ordinary extent of clearing and incre:\~e of cultivation in every direction. The ground once 
broken, the 1'yots of Coimbatore and Palghat. in concert with those of the Cochin Sirkar, 

-are applying for extensive grants of forest land, and are clearing it on every side~ and it is 
chiefly, I believe, to the ryots from Coimbatore that is due die introduction, and certainly 
the great increase of the cotton cultivation, for which there are large tracts of land pecu
liarly well adapted; but the ,vhole of the land appears most fertile, and well suited for every 
kind of produce. Nothing could be more gratifying than the appearance of energy and 
.acth-ity with which the work of clearing and cultivation Wa<! going forward; numerous small 
hamlets also Wt're springing up on all sides. 

This great improvement. ill. the district was not. eVen fully known to the Dewan himself. 
Grants of the land had been made at a mere nominal rate, but lie was not aware of the 

-extent that had been cleared. 
The more immediate object', Mwever, of mt present visit, wa~.to examine into the capa

I bilities of the district for artificial irrigation. On roT visit to the east boundary of the district 
-in 1842, I had noticed by the barometer, that the Anunalli River. which enters it at that place, 
was more than 200 feet higher than the same river at 'l'nttamungalom at its western 

'boundary; subsequent inquiries led ¥l6 ,to believe that some dams bad formerly existed 
across, the river; and as .the Dewan was aware that large tracts of paddy land in the I cerltral 
part of the district were much in want of artificial' 'irrigation, and that stilI larger portions 
might be bl'ought under cultivation, we determined to examine it minutely with that 
view, and I think we have succeeded in establishing the perfect practicability of an exten
sive system of irrigation from the river. 

I hal'e noticed these facts chiefly because they are exclusively the results of barome
trical observation. I had previously detached surveyor Armstrong to reconnoitre the 
couQtry, and take a few preparatory levels, but he met me at Tattamuugalum with a. report, 
that his levelling instrument was perfectly useless, owing to the dense forests and bamboo 

_ jungles, and tha.t it would have taken him months to have obtained any satisfactory result 
in that way. 

I had brought ba.rometers with me, and took a series of levels on each day's march, or 
.about 70 observa.tions on a. distance of between 60 or 70 miles. 

There is not only a faU in the river of about 15 or 20 feet per mile, but a corresponding 
slope also in the general level of the district. The summit level of the Paighat opening 
being about the line of high road from Polachi to Coimbatore, and the general slope of the 

• country being to the east and west of that line respectively. 

Resident's Office on Circuit, Trichoor, 
25 January 1849. 

(signedr w: (Julien, Major-general, 
Resident. 

Revenue Department.-(No. 133.) 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 10 February 1~49.'

READ the following letter from the Resident of Travancore and Oochin. 
Report on a short tour made in ('ompany with the Dewan over the Cochin dis
trict of Chittoor, with reference to his letter of the 28th ultimo on cotton cnlti
vation. 

[Here enter 25th January 1849, No.3.] 

Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing letter be furni:;hed to 'the Board of 
iRevenue, in view to their communicating to Major F. C. Cotton, if they conside~ 
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it useful, the information furnished by'the Resident, of the practicability (\f 
establishing Ii system of irrigation from the Animalli River. ' 

.Ordered also. that the above 'Jetter be brought to the notice of the Honourable 
Court of Directors, in coptinuation of the Resident's previuus report of the 
28th Dece'llber 1848, 

(!;igned) H. C. )fontgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

Rtvenue Departtnent.-{No. 14 or1849.) 

To the .HOnQurC4ble the Coqrt of ;Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WE have the honour to transmit, in f!ontinuation of our letters in this depart., 

ment oftQe dates noted ill the margin,'" copy of a letter from Mr. Finnie, the cotton 
planter in Tinnevell:y, dated' 20th Janual'Y 1849, replying to the queries relative 
to the cotton c~\\tivatlOn of India conveyed in your de~patch, dated 10th November 
1847, :No. 25. 

2. Frolll our resolutions your Honourable Court will obsen'e, that in regard 
to the im prove}llent ot' internal cOlIlmunications, \\ hich is a(h'erted to by Mr. 
Finnie, we have called upon the Board of Revenue, in the department pf Public 
Works, to leport what has been done in pllrsuance of our orders of the 14th Jtdy 
1846, directing the disbursement of a lac of rupees from the surplui Ddv~tanum' 
:Funds. 111 deposit in Tinnevelly, in constructing roads, &c., to connect the cotton, 
districts with ~he port of Tutacorin. • 

3, We also transmit copies of letters from DI', Wight and Mr. Finnie, dated 
respectively the 20th January and 12th February, replying to our requi3ition for 
a. r~port, showiog the results of their endf>uvours to introduce an improved 
description of cotton, and their proceedings generally with respect to this culti
v~tjon. '1 hese paper!!, with dlO~e already laid before your Honourable Court 
complete the iQfol'lnation aV/lilable on the &ubject, and we solicit your attention. 
to the details they communicate, particularly in the report of Dr. Wight, with 
regard to the climate and season which he states to be necessary for the successful 
cultivation of the plant. 

Your Honourable Conrt will observe that, though some of the conclusions of 
his report are not ,very conSistent, Mr. Finnie would appear to have little or no 
hope of the success of the American cotton in the part of the country \\hcre he 
is st,a,tioned,' and :that though Dr. ;Wight seems to have e~tablished no broad 
prinCiple, notwithstanding his experime~ts during the perio\i he lias been 
emploYt'd, he ~nd Mr. Fin~ie are directly vpposed to each other in opinion on 
all material points. 

Fort St. George, 7 March 1849, 

(No. 16.) 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Pottil1!(er • 
. C;. H . .Bt:rlu:ley. 
D. Eliott. 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to Sit H. C, ]jfontgomer!f, Bart., Officiating 
, Chief Secretary to ,Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir 
I I1A~E the honour to forwa.·d, for submission to Government, the accompanying original 

letter and statement, sent in to this office by Mr, Finnie. cotton planter, as his reply to ~c 
quene, 

• To the Honollruhle ,Court~ S December 1848, ~o, 88. To ditto, 13 January 18-490 No. ~ 
Tc .h'to, 10 .fe\lrllury 1849. NQ. 5. 
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queries contained in an extract from tne de8patch of the honoul'tl.ble Court of Directors, 
No. 25, dated 10th November 1847, regarding cotton. 

(signed) F. B. Elton, Esq., 
Tinnevelly, 20 January 1849. Acting Collector. 

From -r:J. Finni~, Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq.~ Acting Collector, 
Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
I BAD the honour 80me time agO' to receive direct from' the Secretary to Government an 

-extract from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 54, under datfo the 14th January 1848, together 
with a copy of Dr Royle's memorandum on the culture of cotton in India, and an extract from 
a despatch of the Honourable Court of Directors, calling for information regarding_ cotton. 
cultivation. 

2. Immediately on the receipt of these documents I devoted careful attention to the sub
ject, relerring t6 the data I bad already collected from voluntary habitual attention to' such 
subjects, and I made further particular inquiries among the people. But the great difficulty 
I. experienced in eliciting accurate information on the 5th and 6th questions kept the sub
ject 1D abeyance. 1 regret not having submitted such information as I then collected, leaving 
the other till it could be obtained with some degree of accuracy. 

3. I have the satisfaction now to submit the accnmpanying tabular statement, the greater 
part of which was made up on the first receipt. of the Minute nnder acknowledgment. 

4. Tile data in reference to the price of cotton freed from the fleed, the price of seed 
cotton, and the cost of separating the seed from the fibre, and the transit, &c., are taken 
from actual transactions at this place and the adjacent villages, and may, I think, be relied 
on as correct. 

5. The difficulty of arriving at the "average produce" and cost of culture, which I was 
anxious to inciude in the statement, may be easily understood when I mention that the ryots 
will not tell the truth in reference to the first. and the fact that they keep no accounts will 
account for their inability to communicate accurate information on the subject of cost of 
production. (1 have received the most 'contradictory statements in reference to the amount of 
produce, but I think Dr. Royle is very near the mark when he says that the produce per acre 
of land in this country does not amount to an averaO'e of 100 Ibs. of clean cotton. 

J t requires nearly 4001bs. of seed cotton to mak~ One of clean. ) 

6. After a careful analysis of the various contradictory accounts I have received, I am 
nttitrly'1lnable to arrive at any satisfactory' conclusion as to the actual produce of the dis
tricts of Madura nnd Tinnevelly. At nrst 'my inquiries wete -supposed to have somethi.ng 
to' do with a. new regulation of the land Ut1t, and, the productl was invariably very loW'; 
some gave amounts of produce per. chain, whioh, when reduced,'to aeres and'lbe, showed 
100 lbs. per acre; others 150Ibs., 1801bs" 190 Ibs, 2501bs. per acre, and all assuring nie 
that they lost by the culture; and wben I inquired how they afforded to continue so losing 
do business from' year 'to year, they saw the absurdity of what they had said; and when 
I' wish to rent a piece' of land, the scene is -cbanged; they enumerate the profi is arising 
from a given quantity of land, and then demand that amount or'rent, amountinO' -to as 
much as 50 rupees per acre. From this it will be seen how little confi.aeoce i: to be 
placed on Indian agricultural statistics; indeed. knowiIid' as much as I do of the source 
-from which agricultural statistics are derived, I can pla;e no c6nfidence whatever in the 
voluminous reports on record on the subject. The great discrepancies iIi- the statements 
already before Government sustain the .iew I have 10n(l' ,entertained as to the incorrectness 
of agricultural estimates. ., 

7. from personal observation, with some knowledge of such matters, I should say tbat 
in either district (it will be borne in mind ,that I write froni' the borders of both Tinne
vellyand Madura), an Mre of land that had a " good statld,"'that is, well filled with plants, 
and well cultil'ated, would average, one year with another, between 350' and 4001bs. of seed 
cotton, and I have adopted the minimum. ' 

8. The immediate neighbourllood of" Aroopoocotta" is really a very good cotton country, 
and the reported produce, it will be observed, far exceeds the estimated quantity given in 
the collector's -reports; and as the account was obtained frum the head man of this place. 
and corroborated by numerous others, and is really the best authenticated statement I have 
been able to get, I submit it with some degree 'of confidence. 

9. The people generally neglect the cultivation of their cotton very much, often: leaving 
it in the grass till it becomes yellow, which injures it very materially; and they also post
pone sowing till late, in the season. I have urged them to attend to early sowings, and 

-care in cultivation; but any improvement III that matter must be the work of time; when 
they see the advantage they will doubtless attend to-it, but we cannot force it on them 

.by example, because the expense of any operations with hired labou!.' would frighten them. 

2gc-Se$s. ~. G 4 10. I have 
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Mr. T. 1. FINNIB. 
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10. I have not the means of ascertaining with any degrce of accuracy the extent of land, 
under culture; but, in reference to the general question, ns to the capabilities of India for 
the production of cotton of the indigenous description, there is no doubt; and that the pro
duction could be extended to almost any required quantity is not less c.ertain; and while 
the exact amount of produce, or the exact cost of production, cannot be arrived at, I feel 
satisfied that the ryot \\ ho employs his o\VD time and that of his famil.v in cultivatin ... the 
land in cotton derives a handsome profit from it; and though he is, in common with his ~lass, 
universally precluded frolD realising a fortnne, his means of a comfortable livelihood is 
secured to him; but if he employs hired labour, the net profits are greatly reduced of 
cours·e. The ability of the people to deliver the cotton in a beautiful condition, suitable to 
the English market, without the aid of foreign machinery, I have proved to my own satis
faction, and will prove it to the satisfaction of all; but on this subject I shall d lVell in my 
forth~oming report. I can bear testimony to the value of Dr. Royle's suggestions, and I am 
happy to find such strong support to the views I have ever maintained ill refllrenee to the 
value and importance of the indigenous cotton, when propel·ly cleaned, as that afforded by 
Dr. Royle, add Mr. Turner, who is well aware that clue encouragement nffOlded to the people 
on the part of the manufacturers themselves, is most essential to insure attention to clean
liness. If I had Ito standing order from a fe\y large manufacturers for n quantity of cotton, 
at a price that would induce the people to give it extra attention, and deliver it M fast 84 
i~ is ready, instead of waitin~ in the hope of' hi~her prices. I could always intlUre Ito rc~lar 
sup})ly, but as the business IS now conducted by the merchants. no regularity in quality· 
can be depended on; for the merchant waits for orders from his constituents, and in tho 
meantime the seeds have' been separated from the fibre, and the mixing pl'ocess duly 
attended to, and the otherwise good cotton made bad. To insure Ito good article, we must 
attend to it from the time it opens in the field, tHrough all its stages, to the manufactw·cr's 
store in England. Until such inducement a~d encouragement are afforded the people, the 
efforts of Government alone must progress very slowly; but with such encouragement and 
co-operation, with the measures adopted by Government, much may be done to improve and 
.extend permanently cotton culture in India. 

11. The demand here at this time is far above the 8upply."t nnd very high prices aro 
paid for the common cotton, but this is an unnatural state of tha market, and affurds no 
criteria for the future stability of the trade in these districts, and consequently no abidinq 
encouragement to the producers to extend the cultul·e i as soon as the extraordinary demamJ' 
for exchange ceases, tlle market will again become natural. 'Vhat we want to insure 
stability is a permanent demand at a reasonable and fair rate tor a clean article. The 
manufacturers who use the article extensively alone can afford that regular demand for a 
good quality, 'OJ giving a standing order for the supply they require annually. 

12. In regard to the means ,of transit, I beg respectfully to offer a few remarks on the 
state of the roads blltween the main cotton districts and the main shipping port Tutacorin. 

, 13r If we wait until macadamized roads can be completed, it will be a long time before 
they are' available for the greater facilities of the cotton trade. I would respectfully suggest 
that the road which has already been sanctioned for more than two years, and which
,has progressed no further than the survey of the l."onte, be opened for use as speedily as 
possible. 

I 
14. I am well aware of the -value of good roads, but 1 do not place the great stress upon. 

raised and metalled roads for the common traffic of this country that is placed upon such by 
the ~eat majority of people: give us, the ryots, metalled roads when you can, but we want 
passable roads for immediate use; and I maintain that a little levelling of the inequalities, 
cutting off inconvenient ano-Ies, the fillino- up of mud holes, and the bridging for passing the 
nullahS, are now the great desiderata, an":! I hope these will be the first care of the e;xecutive 
in that department. , 

15. The road to which I have alluded can be of no advantage to this part of the country, 
for the route that is now pursued between this and Tutacorin does not join that line until 
near the port; a road might be made from hert> to join it at a point nearer to thi9 place, 
and about 20 or 25 miles from Tutacorin, without greatly increasing the distance to the 

. port. It is pretty well known that the people are not sufficiently satisfied of the advantagt's. 
to go much out of their way, even for a good road; and I would respectfully bring to the 
notice of Government the importance of having both these lines put into a passable condition 
as soon as possible, and I, shall be glad, in communication with the collector and civJ 
engineer;to take an active part in the construction oftbe road from this place. 

16. I have 

... I may remark here tbat I learn from the gentlemen at Tutacorin that more good ("oUnn !Vas 
received there, in 1848, than was ever known before; and I conclude that our efforts- are teaultmg, 
.in so"!e degree, beneficiaJly~ , ' ".". .' • 

t Seed cotton IS brougbt from Coimbatore to this place for sale, to aid III SIIPplJlDg tbe demand. 
It would be well to encourage tile people in Coimbatore to separate the seed properly from tbe 
cotton, by which they save the carriage on 11eavy articles (the reed) whirh are not rCGulred here i
but seed cotlOn is taken to Travancore from Coimbatore at a profit, because tbe leed is equally: 
valuable in tb~ former country. \ . 

, l 
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16. I have recomended the plan for roads that we adopt in America, where, if we waited 
until all the roads on which cotton is taken to market, are macadamized, we should send but 
little to market for the next hundred years. I repeat, that what is most required at present, 
is a passable road; all travelling ceases in very wet weather. but the road, generally, soon 
dries sufficiently for the native bandies, and they are only detained by numerous bad places 
that remain im}?assable for a long time; if these were 'Put in order, the people would have 
little to complaIn or in reference to rooos, and ships would not so often be detained in con
sequence of the total stoppage of land carriage, loaded with the great staple, which ought to 
be sent to market as soon as possible after it is produced. 

Aroopoocotta, 13 January 1849. 
(signed) T. J. FiTl,nie, 

Cotton Planter. 

lI. 
Madras. 

TABULAa STATEMENT showing the Cost of SEED COTTON with and without Advance, and also the value of Cleaned Cotton 
with and without Advance, per Candy of 500 lbs" and Cost of separating the Seed from ~ Candy of Cleaned Cotton by the 
Churka, and Village Packing Charges, Cost of separating the Seed from a Candy of Cleaned Cotton by the Gin, and 
Village Packing Charges, hut excluding cost of Houses, Machinery,' Management, &c" kc" Cart hire from this neighbour~ 
hood to Tatacorin, and the prod ace of Land per acre, as transacted at Aroopoocotta by the Chjtties; i. e. the under'
mentioned prices were paid by the Chitties to the brokers for Clean~d Cotton. The transaction in Seed-Cotton was between 
the brokers and the rrots. -
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Labour, .nth " <.:= ' <.:= <.:= eo~ ..,1>1 
Candy of Cleaned by Aired lu.bour,. Jabour, extra beating f • , ~ • • =t =~ 

Cotton. 
extra beating. per Candy. per Candy.* requJred. From To Aroopoocotta. <'" ""I ... 

- - ,.-~ 

C.R •• a. p- o.B •• a. p- C.RI • ... p. C.B •• flo fl· C.R •• ... p. C.RI .... p. CR ..... p. Lb •• Lbo. Lb •. Lb .. Lbo. 

J846 - - - - . . ~ - . - - - . - - 1 3 10 1 14 10 - - - - ... 
-

1847 .14 8 2 2 9 10 3 10 *614 ~ 2 1 - 1 310 1 14 10 421 329 311 350 '35(1 

1848 - - - - - - - - . . - - - . 1 3 10 2 7 7 - - - - -
. 

* Witho., reference to tlI. eoat fIf Seei Cotton, whiD is alw':J. higher when purchased by ns, (or we mult prOcure it through the brokers. 
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The fonowing are the Questions $sked by the Honourable Court or Directors, and 'I trust 
theI will be found botrectly answered in the above Table. 

Que$ium 1. 'what' is 'the pric~ of cotton freed from seed at the principal mart or blarts in 
your distJ;ict ? 

2. At what price docs the ryot sell his cotton, cleaned or uncleaned, and with or with-
out advances? ' . 

3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or foot-roller, or by any other 
. method which 'may be in use? 

\ 4. What are the expenses of collveying cotton to the. nearest port for shipment? 

5. What is the average produce of cotton per beega or acre? .. 
6. What is the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton, and to what extent Js 

it probable that the cultivation could be carried, in the event or an increased 
dema,nd? 

.Note., ...... The sixth question is aDsweted as near as is practicable in the body of the foregoing 
letter. 

:A. STA"'tEMENT showing the price OfCOTTOl'f at ~taCorin for the last three years, WI paid 
in transactions by European Abrents: 

Y' EA RS. 

, . 

1846 . 
Isn '" 
IS'8· .. 

Camp,.:!toopoocottah,., 
18 January 1849. 

I 

'. 
. 
-

J 

.. 

., 

. 

-

Price per 

Candy'ofCotton, ') . '1 

as ordinarily delivered . 
by the Chitties, 

, . 
From To 

~~- -
C.RI. a. p. C.Bs. a. p. 

~ I 

-Average 

Prrce per Candy 

f 

of . 
• Cotton.. 

. 

aR .. 'a. p. 

T _L Fituai6~ 
Cotton Planter. 

(No. 53 of 1849.)....;.Revenue Department. 

To 'the Honourabl~ the ICoUrt Qf ,Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, , 
IN- continuation of our letter in this department, dated 19th September 1848, 

No. 69,* we have the honour to 'transmit for your information copy of a letter 
from the Board of Revenue, report-ing on the extent of the different descriptions 
of land applied to the cultivation of cotton in the cotton-growing provinces. , 

It will be observed that the total extent of land under cotton cultivation is 
692,372 acres, of which 489,591 acres, or 701 per cent., are Government lands, 
and the rE:mainder lands free from assessment or paying a light quit rent. The 
rent-free lands alone are in the \>roporti~n-of 17l per cent. to'the total extent. . -

'Ve have, &c. 

Fort St. George. 21 September 1849. 
(signed) Hy:Pottinger. 

'- D. Eliott . 
• 

• See I'age 6. 
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Madras. 

(No. 382.) 

To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to GQ,vernment. 
Sir. 

Para. 1. WITH reference to the observations of Government in Par!l- 4, o( an extract 
from the Minutes of Consultation dated the 4th of September last, the Board of Revenue In Cons. 18 Sep
called upon the several collectors of cotton-growing provinces to furnijih a statement exhibit- tember ;848. 
ing the extent of land ain, rento-free, and held on favourable terms, which is applied to the 
cultivation of that product in their respective districts, and to ~ord any iuform~(Ion they 
might be able to supply in respect to the cultivation of cotton in ena.m lands. 

2. From the replies received to this requisition,· which are herewith fotwarded for 
the information of Governmentj • the Board have had prepared the accomranyinlJ' general 
statement, exhibiting at one view the extent of the above several descriptIOns of Jands ~ 
each district named, It shoulq be observed, however, that while the particulars in the 
majority of the several districts show the quantity of land upon which cotton is cultivated 
for one year only, and that generally for Fusly 12~. the returns from Bellary and Kurn~ 
present the average result ~culated on 1\ term of ve Yeall. 

3. As regards the rent-free lands in Gpntoor, the Collector states that" the enamdars ar~ 
generally Bramil\s, who let their enallllands on terms a little below the ordinary rate of the 
Government assessment, so that the cotton£rown on them comes to marlaJt very nearly on 
a par with the cotton grown 011 cirear laDd." In Bellary. owing to the great abundanoo 
of both enam and cirear land available for the culture of cotton, the rent generally paid by 
the actual cultivator to the enamdnr, is represented "to De not more than one-half the 
survey assessment." The agent in Kurnoof remarks, that as the ena,m lands in his district 
are usually of inferior quality, "the rates paid by cultivating ryo~ to enamdars are very 
considerably below those levied on run land of an equally good description." • 

I 

4. In the period embra¢ed in the report from the Collector of Tinnevelly, viz., FusIy 
1257, it appears that cotton was not, cultivated on enam~ subject to quit rent, or on lands 
held on favourable terms, the extent of surva maIdems 8() occcupied, appears also to have 
been comparatively limited. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
23 August 1849. 

(sigJled) T. P!Jcroft, 
( Secre~, 

• From Guntoor, 0 february, in Cone>, 15 Minch 1849' From Bellary, ~th in '::Ons .• 19 October 
1849. From Cuddapah, 17th In Cons., 20 November 1~48. From Kurnoo!, e6th October, in Cons., 
II November 1848. From Tanjore, lid, in Cons., 9 October 1848. From Madura, 25l\fay, in Cons., 
li August 1849' Frota Tinne.veIly, 19th, in Cons., 2~ Janua17 1849. From Co~b~tore, 7th, In 
Cons., lIO November 1848. 

82 STATEMENT 



STATEMENif showing the tltal ~xten~ 01 ~ANDipplied to the CULTIVATION or COTTON in the undermentioned Distriets. 

CIRCAR LAl'fD. S U R'V A. E N ~ 11: 8. ENA.1I:8 PAYING ~1!IT RENT. TOTAL. 

I-------------------~-+·-----------------------------I~~--~"~--------_.--~-----r--------------------~----------I 1l1STRICTS. 

Guntoor. • 

Bellary • _ 

Cuddapah -

KUI'nool. -

Tanjo~e - • 
. 

lIiadura -

TinneTelIy 

,imbatore 

Extent. Assesmeut. Extent. 

Oams. as. AC1'es. g. a. R~. a. -p. 0 •. ai, Acre.. g. a. 

- - 49,715 7 15 - 72,642 - 9 8,114 7 1 

~ 1,33,917 0 0 1,41,975 - - 72,500 0 0 -

- 45,282 23 2 ~9,313 9 9 • 

- 42,522 7 0 5,796 13 4. • 

I 

• 4,874 10 0 : 8,556 -8 7~ --

Extent. Quit Rent. 

iJ~. as. Acres. ? IJ. R.. a. p. 0 •. 
- 27,270 ~O 9 12,452 8 9· 

• 25,448 '0 0 8,200 - _. '. 

.- ~,oa. 3a 61 16,331 8 4 

• 11,632 0 l!l 4,569, 1 - .. 

-771Llll Jl ,'{98 ,- 3 • 

Extent. 
Assessment 

and 
Quit Rent. 

R.. Q. p. as. Acres. g. a. 

- 85,099 15 9 85,094 9 '8 For Fuslyl258. 

- 2,86,865 0 0 1,50,175 

74,741 81 131 73,645 2 1 

59,050 21 0 60,417 15 9 

5,694 1) 0 9,054 8 Jo 

Average oftive 
years, fl'om 
Fusl,. 1251 to 
19.55. 

For one year, 
Fuslynotmen-
tioned. ' 

Average offive 
years, fi'Om 
Fusly 1252 to 
1256. 

For Fusly 1256. 

19,204 Ii 25,393 84 8~ i5,855 2 3 
I 

2,156 141 2,852 4 4i 177 8! 234 20 4. 133 9 10 21,588 8) 28,480 28 11 45,988 12 1 For FUlly 1257. 

For Fuslyl157. 

For Fuslyl237. 

66,516 0 87,955 1 101 ta,383 7 2 
I 

'11,791 10! 94,931 5 711,~3,854 4 1 

1,722 16~ 2,278 12 81 - 68,238 15) 90,233 13 l' 73,333 7 2 

6 8 ,84,176 IS I,U,307 20 18 1,10,062 9 4 

TAL- • 1,57,011 12~ 4,89,1)91 01115,71,378 10 4, 

8,618 151 11,396 88 8- 3,765 11 ,4,979 16. 13il J,198 

12,498 131 J,23,402 i9 101 3,943 31 79,378 21 131 U,383 
. I ' 

N.D,-In Madura, Tinnevelly and Coimbatore the extent of land-under cotton cultivation is given in cawnies, whicb has been converted i~to acres in tbe above sla~ment, to correspond with 
the retllrns recf'ived from the otber districts. '", • 

rile present resultil UO not generally correspond with the returns previously furnished by t110 Conectors, owing ~ the present calculation having reference to the cultivation of a later p~riod. . . , 
-

'(signed) T. PVcr!ft, Secrl'tary. 
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To T. pYCNJft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue. Fort St. George. . 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the extract from the Board's Proceed
ings, dated the 18th September last, with the extract from the Minutes of Consultation of 
Government, dated the 4th of that month, and to forward a. statement of the relative extent 
of sirkar and enam land, cultivated with cotton, in the form therewith furnished. The 
extent of cultivation is entered from the actual examination of the fields made during the 
current season. In the talooks of Tenally and Repully, cotton is occasionally sown to 'a. 
very limited extent among red paddy, but this. from its being so inconsiderable, has not been 
taken into account. • 

2. It does not appear that there is any peculiarity requiring notice in the cultivation ~r 
cotton on enam lands. The enamders are generally Brahmins, who let their enam lands to 
tenants at terms a little beloW' the ordinary rate of Government assessment, so that the 
cotton grown on them comes to market very ncarly at II. par with cotton grown on sirkar 
land. 

G'untoor Zillah, Collector's Office, Diltchapully, 
9 February 1849. 

(signed) H. Stoke" 
Collector. 

II. 
Madras • 

GUliTOO:a. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LnD applied to the CULTIUTIOIll of CorrON in the. District of 
Guntool', Fusly 1258 • 

• SURVA ENAMS CIRCAR LAND. 
ENAMS. PAYING QUIT RENT. TOTAL. 

TALOOKS. 
QuitReut A_eut 

Acre •• Aue8lmeut. Acre .. Acres. 
AlI8fllSmeut. Acres. aud. 

QuitRent. 
, 

, I 
&. .: '.d. c. II. p. ..4. c • ... .A. c. 11. lU • 'II. p. 

.4.. c. '.1 &. •• p. 

l. Pruttipad · . 831914 ta3 8 9 13 18 10 19 612 410 6 116 5 4 ta8 3 II 

2. lIIartoor- - .. 5262!J 0 498 13 '1 1" 18 0 70 35 0 1914 4 742 2 0 511 11 11 

3. Mugalagherry - ~,335 26 0 4,936 , 2 556 U 0 37633 0 172 5 5 3,269 13 0 5,108 9 '1 

4. Bapetla • - - - - - - - - -
5. POlluoor · - 12 11 0 19 12 5 013 ° . - . . . - 1224 ° 19 III 5 

6. Repull,- - - .. - - - - - f _ 

'I. Teual, - · - - - - - - - -
8'. Gllntoor - . 2,585 0 0 3,323 4. - 317 ° ° 201 0 Q ~2 12 - 3,103 0 ° 3,396 - -
9. Coorapad. - - 8,103 8 8 12,741 -8 11 1,775 5 0 1,124 10 12 284 8 2 11,00224 '4 13.026 1 1 

10. Coudaveed. - - 5,151 13 5 9,139 12 2 1,354 12 4 1,038 37 0 402 3 '1 7,544 22 9 9,541 15' 9 

11. Nuraarowpella - 4,314 30 10 6,037 13 1 1,604 214 1,100 29 IS' 258 1 6 7,019 23 7 6,295 14 7 

12. Iuuacondah - - 5,G08 910 5,381 13 '1 2,066 ° 5 1,199 16 2 312 I 1 8,873 26 1 5,69314 8 
• 

13. natchap1lU, - - 9,455 2 0 14,49614 4 24013 0 11,120 13 ° 5,684 1 3 20,815 28 0 20,180 15 7 

14. Tuumerecottah - 11,539 18 0 15,912 7 9 4210 ° 11,018 19 ° 5,242 14 II 22,600 7 0 21,154 6 8 

49,715 'I 151 72,642 - 9 8,114 '1 1 27,270 0 9 12,452 8 9 85,099 15 9 j 85,094 9 6 

, -
, Guutoor Z\llab. Collector's Office, Datchapully,} 

9 Febrllary 1849. . 
(siglll'd) H.Stolru, 

Collector. 

To T. Pycrojt. Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue. Fort St. George. 

Sir, . . 
1. I HA V.fJ the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Board's Proceedings, of date the 

18th ultimo, with Para. 4 of tlie Minutes of Consultation, dated 4th September 1848, "call
in", for a statement, exhibiting the extent of land ain (rent-free), and held on fa.vourable 
te~ms. which ill applied to the cultivation of cotton in the Bellary Prolince." 
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2. In the statement prepared according to the form. received with the Board's letter ot 
the 18th January 1847, Mr. Mellor entered the .e~tent of land eultiva.ted with cotton 
a.s 2,36,865 acres, of which he stated ,circar land to the 1,38,917 acres, and enam land 
97,948,acres. 

3. The information now called for by the Board, distinguishing enam land cultivated 
with cotton as rent-free, or paying a quit rent, it would take a grea.t time to prepare with 
exactness, and I trust the statement now sent, which, as regards the enam landS, is aD esti
mate of each class, will answer the purpose. The amount of circar land, and the total 
amount of enam, is correct according to actual accounts. 

4. There is abundance of enam, as well a.s cirear land, that is capable of being cultivated 
'with cotton. The rent generally paid by the actual cultivator to the owner or the enam is 
not more than one-half the survey assessment, which is 1,5t,683 rupE-es, that paid for the 
ci.·~ar IlLnd. is one-fourth les9 than the MSessed value. 

Dellary, Collector's Office, 
9 October 1848 . . 

(signed) C. Pel1!ft 
Actmg Collector. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of ~ND applied to the CULTIVATION OfCOTTOJI in the 
Bellary Division of tho Ceded pistricts. 

CIRCAR LAND. 
i 

Total , 
Assessment ' 

al'ter I 
dedllcting i ENAM 

the 
Acre., Established 

RemJ800 I 
lIons of 

One-fourth. 

1. 2. 3 •• 

---
Co.'. RI. 

Average extent of ' 
cotton Gulb:fation I 
durmg the penod 
offtve years, from 

1,38,917 1,41.915 Fusly 1251 to I 

12al'>, ae elltered I 
m the Statement 
trllIUftnitted to the 
Board cn the 15th 
April 1847 .' -

Bellary, Collector's Office, 
9 October 1848. 

Land. 

4. 

..{cret. 

97.948 

ENAMS I 

Paying Quit Rent.J 
TOTAL. 

• 
suaVA AIIC ... REMARKS. 

Quit· ment and 
Acree. Acre •• 

ENAMS. 
Rent. 

Qllit 

Rent. 

5. G. 7. t~ 9. 10. - -
-dcre .. Co.', BI. Co,', RI. 

r'-'" I Suna and 

iJM81 
Jodee Enam. 

ii,500 8,iOo 2,36,86:1 1 :iO 1111 reapecuvel" 
•• I belDg an Ea-

bmate ot the . whole, Ie eo-
tered In ltahca. 

(E. E.) 
(signed) C. PrlIr, Actina Collector. 

"To> 7'. PycroJt, Esq., Secretary to the BolU'd of Revenue, Fort 8t. George . 
• 

Sir, 
AG'REE.l.DLT to the order contained in the extract from the Proceedings of the Board of 

Revenue". dated. 18th ~e.l!tember last, which accompanied the extract from the Minu~s of 
Consultation, -dated 4tli Idem, I have the honour to forward a statement In the form reqwred, 
exhibiting the extent ofland, ain, rent-free,and held on favourable terms, which is applied 
to the ()ultivation of cotton in this district. 

Cuddapah, Collector's Office, 
17 Nov:ember 1848. 

• % 4 t 

(signed) J. H. Cochrane, 
Collector. 



TO PROMOTE THE'CULTIVATION ,OF COTrON 1~ INDIA.' 

aT .ATEMENT fhowing the Total Extent cf LUD IIPplied to the CULT1V.ATIOlf of COTTO. in the District of 
, Cuddapah. ' 

. 
I CIRCAR LAND. 

SURVA ENAMS TOTAL. 
ENAMS. PAYING QUITRENT. 

NAMES 
ot 

, 
-

TALOOICS. 
Cawnies, Cawniea, Cawnies, Cawnies, AS8ell8ment 

or Assessment. or or QuitRent. or imd 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. QuitRent. 

--
RB. a. p. RB. ·a. p. RB. a. p. 

1. Cambum - - , 1,986 39 7 1,859 15 - 1,42114 71 -226 38 41 478 - - 3,635' lZ '3 4,411 711 

2. ,D(KIpaud - - 2,20824 4 1,929 11 7 1,902 29 12 78 23 101 90 3 - 4,189 37 101 3,845 3 8 

'3. Budwail - · 1,933 10 13 2,13213 5 833 22 12 30237 " 338 8 8 3,069 30 13 3,445 6 4 

•• .1ummuloaudgoo - 10,657 ,. 131 15,333 an 4,237 13 8~ 1,100 25 91 1,796 14 1 15,995 6 151 23,752 11 10 

,6. Doovoor - - 4,575 15 11 7,368 11 3 3,0~9 18 61 1,785 8 li! 3,81~ 10 7 9,420 1 14 17,479 8 7 

6. Koilgooatlah - - 14,092 36 51 22,533 6 2 6,9.9 15 14 5,321 35 2 9,604 1 - 26,374 7 51 42,466 13 II 
r •• 

7. Chitwail - - - - - - - -. -
8. Sldhout • - - 186 2t 12i 451 1 10 ao 23 15 - . - - · - 211 8 lJi 533,1$ II 

9. Cheunoo! - · 64733 5 664 7 :; 226 25 14 • - .. . - - 874 111 3 884 7111 
, , 

19. Comalapoor - · 1,709 33 71 ,1,986 12 8 <'943 16 111 213 30 151 202 19 10 2,867 I 21 3,283 8 II 

11. Goorumcondah · 13723 III 215 - 9 2611 9! 439 31 .5 8 -2 168 34 81 245 5 8 . • 
13. Muddenpully - - 619' 36 9 319 2 1 2*' 18 0 - . . - · - 834 14 ,9 455 . 9 , 
13. Poolevendlah - - 5,545 11 to! 3,982 5 8 3~8 4 101 - - - - · - 5,883 1~ 5 4,225 11 9 

H. 'Royachoty 
\ - - 987 5 13! 536 14 - 2aO 34 111 - t . . • - 1,2i8 0' 9 474 3 1 

• - - - -- ~---

TOT.L . . - 45,282 23 II 59;313 9 9 20,4~4 10- 4l 9,03438 '1 16,3SI 'I "174,741,:U 13l,l,05,703 6 -
- I 

Cuddapah, Collector'. Office,} 
17 :N ovelllber 1848. 

(Iigned) J. H. C~cllralle, 
-CoHeetor. 

To T. Pycrqfi, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, ' 
1. 1 H.AVE the honour-to submit a statement regarding cotton- eultivated on enam lands, 

prepared in the form prescribed by your Board's order; dated 18th ultimo. 
KURNOOL. 

, '2. In explanation of a discrepancy apparent between the quantity of circar Jand culti~ -D 8" 
vated with cotton, as 'shown in my communication of the date noted marginally, and 31 eo. 1 4,· 
the-statement now forwarded, ~ beg to observe that the aggregate number of acres for- A~reB5'h19I, 35 c. 

o merly speoified was that of land on which only cotton had been grown, whilst that exhibited Acreu,12,610,351 
in the statement accompanying this address, includes the area of land ou which a mixed 
crop of ~~tton and corra was. raised. 

- 3. The statement has been thus prepared owing to the accounts b~fo~e me not ~dmitting 
·of its being ascertained on what extent of enam nothing but cotton was produced, and 
what portion was cultivated with both cotton and corra. 

4. The former statement had unavoidable reference to the area of circar land on which 
nothin~ but cotton had been cultivated, because it was necessary to show the average actual 
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5. Generally, the en~s in this dist~ct do not com,prise lands of the first quality. The
average outturn of the cotton c~rs raised thereon IS consequently below that of cotton 
produce realised on cirear ground; but the rates paid by cultivating ryots to enamdars are 
very considerably below those Ie ed on ain land of an' equally good description. The80 
enams are almost invariably ta en up by ryots holding cirear pottahs, and it has been 
satisfactorily establ~shed that without the aid of profits derived from these highfy assessed 
enams, there would be di~culty in bringing to account ilie kists due for Government lands •. 

Kurnool District, 
Agent's Office, Circuit Cutcherry, Nundicotcoor, 

25 October 1848. 

(signed) H. D. Phillip., 
Agent to the Governor. 

STATEMENT showing ilie Total Extent of L.lND applied to the CU.LTJV UlaN of C~TTOl'l in the District of Kurnool. 

: 
'ENAMS' , 

CIRCAR LAND. Sl1RVA ENAMS. . ' PAYING QUIT RENT. TOTAL. 

Fl1SLIES. j I I As_men' 
Acres. Coontahl. Assessment. Acrea. Coontaha. Acres. Coootah •• Quit Rent. Acres. I Coootaba. anel 

Quit Rent. --n,. II. p. BI. II. ,. BI. II. p. 
1252 - - - 35,767 201 49,178 5 6 4,408 251 9,264 161 3,908 8 - 49,440 23 I &3,086 13 6 

1253 - - . 34,402 30! 45,568 10 8 4,210 381 8,557 61 3,505 7 5 47,170 351 49,074 2 1 

1254 - - - 43,753 38~ 55.537 Ii 1 5,454 7 10,724 18i 4,184 3 9 69,932 231 59,721 8 10 

,1255.· . - 48,445 '331 M,is5 '7 7 '~,1l3 91 13.137 22! 5,031 9 3 68,696 2St 69,167 - 10 

1256· . - 50,24,0 ,32! '64,824 13 2 1,794 25 16.476 I 20! 6,215 8 4 14,511 371 71,040 i 6 

, " 
, ; I i 

28,981:1~ I-:-r::=:-----
2,12,610 351- 2,79,244 10 - 58,160 I 4, 22.845 4 9 2,99,752 256 13,02,089 14 II _ ......... 

~-~~ -- --I • 
Lands eultivated} 

54,191 35 J65,997 5 11 - - - - - -with cotton only 

Landa cultiVated} , 11/' r 
" 

1 
with both cotton 1,58,419 ! 2,13,241 4 1 - - - - - - - -aneleona- • - - -- ~I--=- - - I--=-r '-2.12,610 

" 3~! 2,79,244 '10 - - --,---- -r--
11,632 1--;--:;~;-;-:-l 59,950;-;-1 60,417 U Average - - - 42,522 7 55,848 14 9 5,796 13! II 

Kumool District, (E.B. (signed) H. D. PllIllip., Agent" Ollice, Circuit Cutcherry, Nundicootcoor, 
26 O\:tober 1848. 

Agent to the Governor. 

To the Secretan' to the Board.o!Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to the extract from the Proceedin".s of the Board of the 18th ultimo, 1 

have the honour to forward a statement, filled up as Per form, showiD~ the extent of land, 
enam, and under favourable assessment, on which cotton was cultivated m Fusly 1256. The 
extent now separately exhibited was included in iliat reported in my letter of the 21st 
December 1847. 

Tanjore. VuUum, 2 October 1848. 
(signed) J. F. Bu'hop, 

Collector. 
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STATEMENT showing the Total Extent ofLAlfD applied'to t~e CtTLTlv.lTIO~ ofConoli in the 
District of Tanjore, for' Fqsly 1256. 

-
BURVA 1 

CIRKAlt LAND. 
ENIoM. I 

I -- 1 

I - I 
I 

El>tent. AS$es3ment. Extent. I 
---- I I 

Acre. fJ' Rs. a. p. Acre. g. 

8,536 3 1 40 14 

ElfAMiJ 
TOrAL. 

PAYING QUIT RENT. 

Assessment 
Extent. Quit rent. Extent. and 

Quit rent. 
I -- --~ -

Acre. g./ 
779 16 1 

, 
I 

a. p. 1 Acre. g. I Rs. a. p. 

498 - 3 i 5,694 0 9,054 :} 10 

--------.-----'-----'---,------------~----
Tanjore, Vullllm" 
2 October 1848. 

(signed) J. F. Ris/wp, 
Collector. 

To T. Pycrojt, ElIq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, ' 
WITH reference to the Board's proceedings of the 18th !:ieptember 1848, annexing extract MAl 

from the Minutes of Consultation of the 4th idem, I have the honour to transmit a statement 
exhibiting the extent of land, ain, rent-free, and held on favourable terms, cultivated with 
cotton in Fusly 1257, some columns being added to those in the form therein sent. ' 

I ~egret that a delay in the transmission of the account from the Ramnad zemindary has 
delayed this stat,ement s!> long. 

Madura, 25 May 1849. 

2g6-Ses!!. 2. I 

(signed) R. D. Parker, 
Collector. 

STATEMENT 



66 PAPERS'RELATING. TO ,MEASURES:TAKEN SlNCE"1847 ' 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND IipJtlied to the CULTIYATlON of COTTON in the Districts of 
Madura lind Dindlgul, for Fusly 1257. 

COTrON CULTIVATION IN AYEN LANDS. 

TALOOKS. Clrkar Land. Su ... Enam. 1_ _E~Bm. pa11ng Quit rent. J TOTAL. "YEN ~~~AM. 
-~wnl:-or-I ~ ..... ment ~= ~ ..... menl Ca .. nlea~I~~~.O~:;'I~-'"1:':""';' b._;': •• _...:..;~ Acre.. 1 Acreo. • A.reo. 1 QulJrenl. "'...... A ...... 

--------�------1---- --.-, - 1---1----1 

~4. tuI. [ 11.. II. p. CO. IJI. JIs. II. p. {'I. IJI. 11,. a. p. /I •• a. Pj (j. GO /10. a.,. (j. Ill. III. .., 
2: :.:::::::u~ ~ . 14,7:41: t 3:,013'15 '0 1l~140 :31 :,620' r; :77;1 -451/' - : I:' 9'1 ;,818 '51 ;,079' 8 : 1:/18' "SA :G,~ , "II 

I 1 
43 2i I 76 14 5[. • • • •• • • • • - • I' . . . . 43 I! 70 I. • 

445 15 76~ J t 2 3~ t \4 3 • • I' • • -' I sA II 11 I 448 Vt 707 15 • 

l5:253 I.i! 1~li2.i43 OJ ~li~! 458 -;' 138 9 14 ,,alB 9 0:;;-0-; ~7'Bl!--;;:;;" 

3. 1IIoylo.. • 

4. RamBgherry • 

.:so Taudmumboo -

6. Jyempully • 

7. Then.urr"¥ _ 

: ,;::,{::: 
085 II 1,461 II II 

I 

45011" -.- • 

!,796 II! 1,968 4 5 " • • • • . . 
I 

• I" II 8t 681 Itrll 2,449 4 7 978 " III '" 
8. !lenoe.lay • 840 ~ 1,136 1 - 7 Il 10 AI - • " • • _1.. ,1\ 10. - 8~7 8i 1,140.-

--3,950--2,- --5,9-00-'-1- --1-3 -I.J!- 6-IU-I-1 l---·-l-_~-·--·-Iil----.. ~,ft 10 11 I',oo.oi lI,Dti'lil 

TOTAL •• " 19,2Q4 11 45,555 \I 312,156 14i 5,6'2 - 10 I 177 81 I 453 - , 118 II 10 !I,,~ 61\0,1" 1 I 21,538 81 01,900 • • 

Ramnoct zemmdory • 

ShevagunCB zemmdBry 

. - . I. . . _ . . . ." I. _ . _ .• I - - - " . . . 
_"_~~i_· __ ·_~...:..~ -=-_. __ -~I_ ._. __ ., ~I--.-'-_-·-----_I-----_1---'--" 

GRAND TOTAL. "'19,204 III 45,855 , 8 2,158 141 5,~2 ~ 10 177 8i 453 - 4 118 "10 1,3S4 61 0,105 I II 21,1181 iii 61,Il00 8 • 
I 

lCl1LTlVATJON IN ENAM VILLAGES. 

GRAND TOTAL. 

SunaEnam. Enam paying Quit rent. Zemlndaneola Pouellioa or 
Ill. Proprleloro. TALClOK8. 

QUItrent. ,----;-----1 ----
C8~~~c:. or Assessment. C~c:: or A88t!ssment. A ..... m.nt, eownlelor 

Acree. 
r'---------1------1----1-----1-----1-,----[------1"----

e,. cu, \ /10. a, p. ~. GO. 

1201 91 
12 8i 98 51 

/I., II. ,. 

2M 4. 1 

IS5 I~ 3 

R,. 4. p. 
721 • -

1301411 

Ca. IU. /10. Go p. 
I • 

1,876 81 1I~8 II II 

• I • 

~. Ill. 

no III 
18,570 III 

43 II 

R .. G. p. 
154 , I I. Madaeolum. 

471J1l7 ." S. Teroomunplum. 

78 J4. 8. M.yJoor. 

29 2' 47 II 11 •• • • • • • • " 0652 13 __ 1,_00,_11 __ 11_4-1 __ 1_,1_30,_.1.,-:-~. IS • .!... 4. Ramagherrr 

i-;11 101 --7-'-8'"7' 2iiil;-M~ 852 8ilr-;;ooll~ 3,003 11 I 19,8b4'1 6,0111 IU 11 

*~===~~====~-==r=====~IP====~====-~~'-~~~======~====~ 
- •• • _ • •• 384 "I 45fI "I O. Taudieumboo. 

• : : ~ : : : : ~ : : ~ : : ~ • ~::;: 10~:: = : ::::, I:: I:: :: ;::::. 

~-=-_. __ " _"_ -=--_. __ . ..:.~...:.. ~I_~~ _1_,848 __ II_!... ; __ I..;.'&_",_I_O,;;,._~._2"_,904 __ 1_0_3_18. JI.1\acoIa1. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . I· . . I 8,5911 101 '12,747 7 - 10,5fl.1 11 I 18,789 Ii 1 

4110i I 77 8 2 I 918 15 440 It 4 8M. It f 8,62. ~ ~ I ... n,. I • 10;118 11 flI,B8fI - - TOTAL. 

_.j." " " " " " " " "i ".... e.-n" ....... .... ... ~ . ..-_" 
. "..... - • I 1,09t 10 1,432 14 - 1,004 10 1,432" - Sb .. arrmgalellliJld.ur. 

1----1----':----------~---I-----·I-----__I ----i--·--
77 8 2 I illS 15 ~o 3 4 8~ II \J 31,4011 12 53,361 13 2 ~3,201 IS t 11,05,8311 18 1 GRAND TOTj.I., 41101 

(E. E.) 

Madura, 25 May 1849. (signed) R. D. Pili',,", Collector. 



TO PROMOTE THE'CULTIVATION OF corrON, IN INDIA.' 6" I 

To T. Pgcrojt, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Re\'enue, Fort St. Ge~rge. 

Sir, ,y ITR reference to the extract from the proceedinO's of the Board of Revenue, under 
date the 18th September last, and to the Minutes of' Consultation thereunto prefixed, I 
have the honour to forward, prepared according to the form therewith received, a statement 
showing the extent of land, ain, and rent free, which was cultivated with cotton in this 
district in Fusly 1257. No cotton being cultivated on enams paying quit rent, or on the 
pottom and l)oroopoo lands held on favourable terms in this district, those columns are left 
blank. Cotton is extensively cultivated in the zemindaries and other permanently assessed 
lands; but the accounts hitherto received are, as stated in my letter of 24th December 
1847, not accurate; arrangements have, however. been made for procuring correct ones from 
the current Fusly. 

Tinnevelly, 
19 January 1849. 

(signed) F. B. Elton, . 
Acting Collector. 

SUTEMEN',f showing the Total Extent of Land applied to the Cultivation of COTTON, 
in Fusly 1257, in the District of Tinnevelly. 

Ciroar Land. 

I 
I 

Cawniea. I Assessment. 

. f " 
I I CoRs. a. p. 

6(},516 \ 73,333 7 2 
; 

Tinnevelly, 
. 19 January 1849. 

Suna Enama. 

Cawnies. 

t 
Enams paying Quit rent. . t" 

Cawnies. Quit-Rent. 

- .. 
C.Rs. a. p. 

. . - - ' . 

(signed) 

TOTAL. 

Assessment 
~awnies. and 

Quit rent. 
---.--,--~ , -

C.R.s. a. 

68,238H 73,333 7 

F. B. Elton, 
ActlDg' C~lector • 

To T. Pgcrojt, Esq., Secretary to the Board_of Revenue. 

Sir~ 

p. 

2 

·-II.~ 
Madras. 

Tnn'EVEJ.Ll' • 

1. I HA. VE the honour to forward a statement exhibiting the extent of land appropriated Cox COU1UTORlI:_ 
cotton cultivation in this district in Fusly1257 (A.D. 1847-48), prepared in the 10rmwhich 
accompanied the extract from the proceedings of the Board of Revenue. bearing date the 
18th September last. . . 

2. I have nothing to add in elucidation of the above statement, beyond remarking that 
the cotton grown on enam lands ~is sold to the merchants in common with that, the growth 
of the ain land. 

Coimbatore, 
" 'l November 1848. 

(signed) . J~ C .. 1Yroughton, , 
Principal Collector. 

2g6-Sess. 2. I 2 STATEMENT 



68 P:APE~S ..RELAtING ITO MEASURES !TAKEN EINCE:184r 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of (and applied to'the CUL~'''~TJON of COTTON in the District or 
~oimbator(', In fl181y .1257 (18f7-48.) , , " 

I' " I k 

Qre&t land. TO'I'AL.' 

NAMES OF TALOOKS. 
-i-~""-~ ______ -4--..- .. ~ -- -----""-----. 

I
' A_amen' 

Cawnies. ,Assessment. " CawnIes. Ca~Dles: ~wt rent, Cawni_ and 
, QUlt \'tnt. 

____ ~ ___ 1" _____ 1-~~·~---1---.i..-- -~- __ 

1. 'Coimbatore .. - 7,&6 

2. SattimungaIurn .. .. 1,353 

3. Danaikoncottah .. .. 507 

4. CollegaI .. .. • , 1,184 

6. PlIlacby .. .. .. ~fll 

6. Panndoray - . 7,39f1 

7. AndJoor .. .. .. 266 

8. Errode .. .. f,905 

.9. Dh8J.'!lpoorum .. Oo' ',86($ 
10. Kongyam .. - .. 7,608 

p. Caraor - .. 1,183 

'12. Cbeyoot ' .. .. .. 3,421 

13. Pnlladum - .. -17,029 

ot 
01 

121-

141 

11 
01 

Ii 
21 

Ii 
7 

101 

5l 
12 ' 

. 427 10! I 
64 41 

R •• n. p. 

13,:;21 I 8 

1.;920 6 3 
89311 1 .. 

1,982 2 4 - • , .. • 

8,862 3 'i 
10,606 9 2 

3()7~6· 

6,391 15 3 

3,794 810 

6,175 7 8 
1,118 9 3 

, 6,20\1' 11' :1' 

389 81 

69.5 02 
16 121 

4Sf 71 
t 14 

7:;1 0 

61 ~t 
1,771 6r 

36 41 
148 IS} 

, t 
383 '4} 

]1 •••• p." 

25 "5 8,134 3t 
2316 2 1~ 41 

.. - - 607 121 

.. .. .. l,184 , )41 
'I 13 6 .,1l17 Gl 

.l4~ 12 ~ 8,WU 81 

- 7 - 268 lsi 
435 10 6 6,830 9} 

JO 13 3 .3,188 Sl 
3'5 '8 f 12,925 7, 

10 • 2 1,318 1) 

41 
82 

~o 0. 8 4 3,802 

m ,II I, 11~,491 

n,. 'Go P. 

13,~"6 7 1 
J,W4 6 Ii 

80311 1 

1,082 t " 
8,864 - 6 

10,7411 5 :; 
307 8 Ii 

6,827 0 9 

3,80'> '0 1 

~,5S1 - -
1,128 9 Ii 
6,2.18 -11 

20,2.'iO 0 1 
14. Cbeekragherry - - ]2,008 4A 

~~,131 l.4 -
23,844 13 10 

1,173 16 

271 :; 

'3,645 10' 

D8 101-

~32 'II 
1,077' ~4~ 

643 0 .. • ..' 111,O.'J1 , ,41 , 23,8U 13 10 
15. N eelgherries - -

, Coimbatore, > (sllfUe4) ,J. C. Wrollg1lton, 
7 November 1848. ~ . • PI'lnclpal Collector. 

(R~venue Depart~ent, No. 869.) 

, EXTRA.CT froUl. the ~in:utes of COllsl;lltation, unde~ date ~2 September 1849. 

nEAD the following letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
.submitting, with reference to Extract Minutes Consultation, 4th September 
1848, a' general statement exhibiting at -one view the extent of land, am, rent 
free, and held on' favourable terms, which is applied to the culti mtion of cotton 
in ,the several' cotton-growing ,provinces under this Presidency. 

[Here enter 23d August 1849, No. 382.] 

Para 1. The total extent of land under cotton cultivation in the cotton· 
growing districts enumerated in the tabular statement furnished by the Board 
of Revenue amounts to 6,92,3i2 acres, of which 4,89,59) acres, or iO l per cent .• 
are ,lands paying revenue directly to Government; the remainder, 30 per cent., 
being on lands held on enam tenure, fot th~ most part free from all dema~d for 

• revenue. From the memorandum in the margin it is observed 
at it f tt ' p cent. that the lands altogether free froni assessment thus occupied 

'~ult~~a~i~~o ~o O~}6'92'3711 - too bear a proportion of Ii i per cent. to the total extent . 
. rear land alone - 4,89,591 • t 0 l 2 Resolved That the information submitted by the Board of 
llrva enam land, en-} '. ' • • 
utirely exempt from 1,'l3,4011 .. 3.71 Revenue m the letter recorded above be commurucatea to the 
assessment. .. Honourable Court of Directors, in continuation of Extract 
lams pRymg quit-J' 79.378 • 1Ii Minutes of Consult~tion, dated,4th September 18487 No. 952, 

Irent - .. • renorted in Revenue'letter, No. 69, dated 19th September 1848. . ' 

, (signed) II. C. M()ntgQmer!/.-
~ecretary to Government. 



69 ,-----------.---------_.--- - --------- ------ --- -----11. 

REVENUE LETTER from the Government of Fort St. George, dated 
l~ Se.p~ember 1850~ Np~' 46. , 

REFERRING to the papers transmitted with our letter in this Department, 
<1at€:d 5th December 1848, No. 88, we have the honour to transmit, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, copies of reports from the Collectors of 
the cotton-growing districts under this presidency on the cultivation of cotton 
in their respective districts for 'Fusly 1258, together with a copy of a commu
nication from the Board of Revenue, with which they were accompanied, and 

lIadras. 

an extract from the Minutes of Consultation dated 30th August 1850, con- Diary to Cons. 
taining our remark" upon the subject. 3d Sept. 1850, 

~os. 15. 1~. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George, Revenue Diary to Con~. of 34 September 1~50. 

30th J uly.-Received the following letter: 
, . 

(No. 317.) 

From W. IL Bayley, Esq." Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to Sir H. C. JIontflomery, NO'. 15-
, " Blj.rt,~ Chief Secretary to Government, 

Sir, , 
Para. 1. WITH reference to the orders of Gove..-nment"uru:ler date the 5th December In Cons. 11lth Ja 

1848, the Board of Revenue called upon the Collectors of the di~tricts noted in the margin," 1849. 
to furni!lh special reports of the cultivation, &c. of co'tton in their r!!spectivc districts at the 
.close of each Fusly'. 

2. I am now directed to submit, for the information,of Government .. the ~companying 
letters specified in the margin,t which have peen receiv!!d from the Collectors on. the; above 
:subject, in respect'to the cultivation, &c:of cotton dw"ing Fusly 1258, of which the follow-

,----ing is an abstract: -. -_._,-,_.- , .. - ... - - - . - -.- - - .... ..- -» • - ••• 

3. The extent of circar land applied to the cultivation of' cotton in this district during Gunloor. 
Fusly 1258, was 49,715 acres, assessed at 72,642 rupees; of surva enam lands 8,114 

. acres, and of enam lands paying quitrent- 27,270 acre8';asSessed-llt 12,452 rupees, makinO' 
a total of 85,099 acres, assessed at Es. 85,094. 9. 6. The extent of cultivation is stated t~ 
have been ascertained {l·om the actual examination of the fields. 

. 4. The extent of cultiva~ion- in ihis 4istri~t dUl:ing F'usly; 125.8 was 24,436, chains,::: Tinnevelly. 
-assessed at 76,386 rupees, bemg a slight m~rcase on ,the 'p'reVl0U& year; ."usly 1""1 _ 19 08 3 .and·e 
the c'rop is also repoi"tcd to have been more favourable. Due pb.blicity Fusly 1 ;~8 _ : 21:.52~ CIS, 

has been given to the recommendations of Government, in para.. 12 of the " 
extract from the Minutes 'of Consultation of 5th December' 1848, as- Increase - 2,439 
regards the advantan-e the I"yots would derite by attending to the careful 
culture, picking, an~ cleaning of cotton. Measurel were ,;uso .taken for ascert.aining the 
;additional quantity ,of land in the chief cotton7growing talookthat might be brought under Sattoor. 
,cultivation if a remission of tax were al}owed, and the tahsild~r repo~ted that poonjah 

, 'Waste land, of 10, 20, and 30 yeaTs' standmg, to the ext~nt of 1,167 chams, nrc available, 
which the ryots offer to cultivate on a rflmission of half tee..-wah on lands bearing lit superior 
-assessment, and of one-fourth on those paying an inferior rate. The ryots of other talooks are 
expected to make similar proposals; but thd Collector is of opinion that the remission of 
teerwah is not likely alone to cause any material extension of cultivation; a certain market 
and remunerating prices are required, and would be sufficient to direct enterprise ,into this 
.channel. The experiments with foreign seed appear to have failed; in some places they 
.did not even come up. 

,5. The extent. of cultivation in this district during Fusly 1258, is as follows :-Govern~ Coimbatore. 
ment land, poonjah and garden, 26,731 bullahs§; nunjah, 209 cawnies. assessed at 1,22,888 
rupees; and of enam land 2,446 bullahs, assessed at 7,925. The produce is estimated at 
32,200 candies, of" which 9,600 cs. are consumed by the growers, and 22,600 cs. sold in the 
JDarket. 

6~ The 
---------------------------------------------------------------~ 

".. Guntoor, Cuddapah, Kurnool, !leilary. l'Iaduni, Coimbatore, Tinnevelly. 
t From .(;untoor, 11 th June, in Conr. 4th July 1850; from Tlllnevclly. 8th, in C(lDS. 22d Novem

ber ~a49; from, Coimbatore, 7th, ia Cons. 17th Januury 1850; from Kurnool, 7th, in Cons. 28th 
February t 850; from ~Iadura. Sth, in Cons. 14th ):larch 1850; from Bcllary: 6th, in Coni. 29th 
.April 18SQ ; from Cuddapah," 1;;th, in CODS. 18th. AprJI 1850. _ 

, J _,' ~ ~eJ.>~~ted in, a letter to England, dated III August. 1850, No. 43. 
t The" chain" being 1 .58,404 square feet. 3"64 acres 
§ The "bullah" is 1,66,464 square feet, 3"82 acres.--
296-Sess. 2. I 3 



II. 
].llldras. 6. The extcnt of land on which cotton was grown in Kurnool during Fusly 1258 was 

86,368 ~cres, of which 32,070 acrcs were enams. The crop appears to have fallen ehort of 
~Urllo()l. the quantityexpccted, owing to a blight; it is 8uppescd that it reached 25,700 maunds. 

The experiments with forei~ seed appear to have failed in a great measure, but the arrent 
wisbes to make a furthcr tnal, and asks for a frcsh supply of seed. 0 

!tladura. 7. In this ditlu:ict tberc has been, a decrcasc in the extent,of land cultivated with cotton, 
-FusJy 1'257 _ _ 53,tOt ('<iWlIies. as,co,w}Jared with, Fusly 1257." It ~ stated to ~ve~cen 50,~46cawrues, 
Fusly USB _ - 50 846 as~c8.;cd at 1,02,404 rupees, ot wh1ch 17,482 cawUlCS are Clrear, 2,674 

, "cawnies enam, and 30,689 cawnies zemindary lands~ The rallin rr off is 
Decreaije - ',3'.5 ,. attributed to the unfavourable season; the supply of rain in the chiefcotton 

divisions having proved insufficient. No experiments were carried on in 
foreigu cotton during Fuslr 1,258 on account of Government, but the Collector alludes to 
:Mr, r'innie, as being unsatu,factory. 

BellarJ. 8. The extent of lAnd sown with cotton in this district during Fusly 1258, was 270,25'7 
llcretl, assessed at 3,72,329 rupees, of which 165,094 acres were cirear, and 1,05,163 acres 
enam lands. 'J he ryots have, been advised to paT more attention to I)ickinrr and cleaning .. 
und experiments to improve the staple by introducmg foreign seed have beeu "'made, and still 
are in progrCJ:ls. ,\ copy of a special re,Prort on this L'l.tter subject from the acting Collector 
to Dr. 'Vight, accompanies his letter. The first experiment was unfOl'tunate, but a second 
;/las been made at Dr. 'Yight's recommendation, the result of' which has not yet been 
reported. 

Cuddapa' 9. The special rcport from this district is confined to its capabilities for the cultivation of 
New Orlcans cotton, but in the aimual settlement report the extent ofland cultivated with 
cotton during Fusly 1258 is 'stated to be 87,309 acres, being an increase ofl2,568 acres 
compal'cd, with the previous Fusl,. The success of the foregn !leed cotton doe. not appear 
t:> have becn much greater in th1s than iii oi.¥r districts, as it requires more moisture tll'J,n 
the seasons gcnerally prevalent in Cuddapah can lead to be expected i there, however, 
Ifppea~'s to be lit~le doubt that this cotton may be produced to any extent under irrigation; 
but without a ready demand for the produce, and Resistance from capitalists in the shape of 
advances. the ryots are not likely to give it a preference over indigenous cotton. 

GUNTOOn.: 

TINNEVELLY. 

lO. The statements furnished by the several collectors are not uniform, and it has couse. 
quently been found impracticable to draw up a general statement therefrom for submission 
with this report, to prevent a recurrence of' which a form of statement has been circulated 
to the Collector for adoption in future. . 

(signed) D. Cunliffe, 
Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George. Sub-tiecretary. 

25 July 1850., 

To W. H. Bayley, Ellq~, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, " 
, 'WITH reference to your letter ot the 28th February last, calling for a report on cotton 
cultivation, I have the honour to explain that", statement.of cotton cultivation in the seasOll
of l!'usly 1258 was already furnished to the Board, with my Jetter of the 9th February 1849; 
and as little authentic information can now be furnished in addition thereto. I beg to 8uggest 
that any further report be dispensed with. 

2. Steps have been taken 10 procure the required infonnation with greater care for the 
current Fusly. and it will be given in comparison with the returDS of l!'usly 1258. 

a. I berr to be infonned whether the report for fusly 1259 is to be furnished through the 
Commissi~ner, or to the Board direct. 

GUDtoOl' Zillah, Collector's Office, Dindy. 
11 June 1850. 

(signed) II. Stoltes, 
Collector. 

To T. Pycroft. Esq .• Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, l'. h 
Para. 1. WITH reference to me orders contained in para. 13 of the extract Hom t e 

Minutes of Consultation, under date the 5th December ~848, pr~fixed to the Board J.lro
ceedin17s of 18th January last, 1 have the honour to submlt a special report on the cultiva-
tion. &c., of cotton in this district for :rus1y.1258. . 

2. The 



Tn PR01IOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON: IN INDIA. ';'1 
II. 

2. The following is the austract statement of the land employed Cor the culture of lladras. 
indigenous and foreign cotton in Fusly 1258, in comparison with the previous year, Fusly 
1257. from which it will be seen that the cultivation of Cooppen Paroothy cotton alone has 
in the Fusly under report exceeded that of the previous year by 248~ chains in Ayen 
villages. and by 400 chain. in Cuttoogoottah and Surva lIaniem villages.' which 'is owin<J' 
io there havin(J' been no excessive falls of rain, which are injurious to cotton cultivatiOl~ 
From the sam: cause the cotton crop came largely to maturity, and the exports of this 
article in fusly 1258 have consequently exceeded those of the previous Fusly by 2,439 
candies, as shown in the margin. The price of cotton per candy varied a.t Fuslv 12' "I - _ 19,083 candies. 
'Tutacorin and other seaports ofthh! district from 50 rupees to 51, but at Fusly 125~. - 21,522 
the cottoo-O'rowing places it was 47 rupees per candy. For the most part " 
the trade ~ cotton in this district is carrIed on fOf ready money, very Increaee - 2,439 
little being contracted for in the way of gil'ing an ad,'ance. The 
cotton is usually conveyed to the ilCaports on carts. 'Vith reference to the observation of 
Government contained in para. 12 of the extract {rom the :Minutcs of Consultation above 
.alluded to, an advertisement was prepared and published throughout the district, and also 
read to the ryots at·thejummahbundy, inculcating the advantage that t)Iey woulchlerive 
by attending to the careful culture, picking, and cleaning of cotton. The 1:aJIt.ildar of 
-Battoor, where cotton cultivation is carried on the most extensively, having been called 
upon to ascertain and rep.?rt holv much additional land the ryots in hh! talook lrould be able 
to cultivate with cotton If a remission oC tax were alI'owed, stated in reply that there are 
Jloonjah waste lands of ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, to the extent of 1,167 chains, 
available for that purpose, which the ryots offer to cultivate provided remission be allowed 
of half the teerwah on lands bearing a superior rate of assessment, and of one quarter of the 
teerwah on those paying an inferior rate. The teerwah on the above lands varies from \.7 
to 46 fanams per chain. The ryots of other talooks may be expected to make similar pro· 
posal>!. The granting or remission, however, is not likely alone to cause any material 
extension or cotton cultivation, the certainty or a market and remunerating prices are 
required, and sufficient to direct enterprise into that channeL As required in the Board's 
letter, dated 15th March 1841, cotton seed was distributed in several places, and instructions 
rriven according to those described in the letter; but the experiment has had no success. In 
~ome cases the seeds did not come up, while in others the plants did not thrive. Some 1'yots 
have stated that the cnltivation W8.8 not paid attention to jn consequence of there flppearing 
no prospect of a profitable. return. , 

,COTTO!'f CULTIVATION for Fusly 1258. 

I Fusly 1257. Fusly 1258. Increase. Dect'e&Se. 

I Extent Extent Extent Extent 
of - Teerwah. of Teerwah. of Teerwah. of Teerwah. 

ICultIvation. CultIvation. CultIvation. Cultivation., 

- I I I , 
CAaim. Co' .. R,.CI. Chain,. Co',.&. a. p. Chaim. Co',.&. CI. P.: I p. Cha'7lI. I Co·,.RI. tI. 

'1'otal Poonjahcultivation· ,1,4S,504ID 4,00,634 14 6 1,45,036M 3,97,292 12 - - - - - - , 468T'll! 3,30 2 
, ,-- -

Ofwluch- I 
-'I 

1 

1st, Nadum Parootby cotton 
, 

6,268lj I 6,765 4 9 ?,169~ 5,412 9 1 - - - - 1,09891 1,3.'>2 11 

2d, Coopen Paroothy cotton ,,,7GB I ..... ". · 19,2331.r ";'0,865 7 9 1,3621 4,377 13 3 
-

:ad, Foreign cotton - - 48H 80711 33U 68 12 10 - - I - - - ,lSi 21 11 

24,187 M I 73,333 
- -

TOT~L - - - 7 2 2-1,4361. 76,336 13 8 1,3621 I 4,377 13 3 1,1I41t 1,.'374 6 

CBNT~GB - - 16~ 

Net Increase -~1 __ 2_~_~_, ____ ~_ocm ___ 6~61 
Cotton Cultivation In Cuttoogoottah and Surva Mauniem Villages. 

Chaim. 
Pusly 1~7 - 2,239 

" 1258 -_ - 2,639 

Increase - - 400 

Tionevelly,8 November 18-l9. (signed) C. J. Bird, Acting Collector. 

~96-Sess. 2: 

p. 

6 

8 

J 

9 



II; 
Madras. 

:OIMBATOIlE. 

i2 I,PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURE':; TAKEN SINCE 1847 

T~ T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue. Fort St. Gcorge. 

Sir, 
1. .ADVERTING to the extract from the proceedings of the Board of Revenue. dated the-

18th January 1849, I have the honour to forward a statement exhibitin .... the extent of land 
appropriated to the cultivation of cotton in this district in Fusly 1258 (1848-49), with the-
amount of assessment and settlement thereon. ' 

2. \..rhe Board will observe, from columns 33 and 34 of this statement, that the assess
ment of lands so applied amounts to 1,30,814 rupees. 

3. The chief products of this district are" oopum," or the annual indigcnous cotton, and 
Also indigenous. the" nadum purtee," a triennial crop.- The quantity produced in the year under revieW" 

was estimated at 32,200 candies, of which~ deducting 9,600 candies as consumed by the
growers, the net quantum, 22,600 candies, appears to have been brought to tlle market. 

'0 Bombay -
Tmnevelly 
Madras 
l>ondicherry 
Malabar -. 
Madura -

4. The price paid by the home merchant for a candy'or: wool is about 38 rupees, who 
again sells it at 41 rupees, either by retail or for export. ' 

- 3,000 candies. 
,500 ,,' 
lZ2.~ " 
137 " 
100 

" 90 
" 
" 

Coimbatore, 

5. From the' information obtained from the Bombay native merchants 
engaged in, the trade !Jf this article, it seems that no less than 4,052 
candies of wool were exported to the several placet! indicated in the 
margin, which may be considered equivalent to 18,000 candies of seed 
cotton, leaving the remainder ,(4,600 candies) for the internal trade or 
the district. 

6. The crop of this Fusly is generally considered favourable. 
r 

(signed) E. B. ,T/lOmas, 

7 January 1850. 
Ag. PL Collector. 
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STATE:VIENT showing the Extent and DescriptIOn of Lands Cultivated with .COTTON in the 
District of Coimhatore for Fusly 12.38. 

POONJAH. 

DuUaba. 

I. 2. 

NI.MES 
P OONJ A H. 

G 0 V E B :or " E :or T L A. N D S. 

NUN I AH. 

E 1'1 A M L l N D II. 

SeCtle. 
men .. 

I". 

&. a.p 

GARDEN. NUNJAH. 

TOTAL. 

J.uessment. 

11. 

RB .... p 
11.790 J5 :; 
1.00613 I 

60Ii 19 5 
1.786 4 II 
9,\1~ II 3 

IO,9'l~ 5 6 
dO? 1 5 

6,IOS 9 I 
2,648 III II 
7,_14 d 
1.9d~ 3 -
5,a.>7 - 1/ 

31.21l"l 8 4 
25,328 J 7 

Settlement. 

12. 

R. a. p. 
11,6411 II 4 

1,875 1 5 
60519 a 

1 •• 86 4 II 
9.033 6 3 

16;233 15 8 
397 1 a 

6,_ 6 D 
2,276 II -
7,686 H a 
1.!1I2 3 _ 
4,.1l1'J 15 7 

30,~OS U 2 
~,88111l 7 

TOTAL. 
01' THE TALOOXS. 1----,..------;---- ,-----;-----,-----

AoeymcnL Settlement. Bulluha Awstomcnt Settlement CawDlcs. I \sseS!'ment. Dulla!> .. Scttlemene ,l,;sessmcnt Settlemenl. 

13. 14. 21. 23 15, 16. 17. 18. 19 I 2J. 

--------1----1---------:---1----------1---1-------
1. ('ollnhutore... • 
~. ~u.ttlrnunga1um .. 
3. Daou.ikellcouab • 
4. Collgul - • 
~. Pulh ... hy - -
01. Perlndoray - -
7. ~ndioor - • 

5-1 7 
107 IS! 

8. }:rrod. _ • • 11 0 5 
O. DhBmpoorum· 7 12! 
II l\ongh.em. • 1,946 10 
1. Caroo. - • - 10 I 
~. Ch.roor • - 2' 3 ! 
3. Pull.dum • • 471 10 

Ji •• tZ. p. RM. a. p. JiB. a. p. I JiB a. p. 
381 - 3. - • ,,12 81 13 - -
III .. 7 • 

'03 I~ 10 • 
430B 6 1918 II 

30316. 
8013 & 

3,200 15 I • 
57 - 10 

lOll 1 5 • 
1,8M - 3 • 

1>1$ '10 • 

- 10 1 

74' 
III "' 1 0 

21 5 2 _ 
17 10 1 -

Rs. " p 

• oJ 

8 1~ 10 -

R •• a. p. R .... p. 
40J 13 3 
113 .. 7 

- 308 15 10 

- '10~" 5\ 
- 811416 
- 30 13 5 
-3,20'.1151

1 

- 57 - 10 
- 1311 5 5 
- I,8U 1/) 4 
- 04$' 10 

R .... p. 

III 13 II 

- 10 I 

7 , • 

1-------1-------------------1-------1-------------·1------1----·--1-------------t. Cb .. k''8ghony • 174 122t. I 
TOTAL ., 9,436 7,703 II II 27 11 11 II 0 i 110 III 8 - S 14 10 - - 7,9'J5 d 6 1 21 II 11 

----.~--~----~----~--------~----~--~----~----~---------
TOTAL GOVEIUIME~T AND EXAM LANDS •• 

NJ1NJAH. 
TOTAL of PoonJab, Gardea, 

and NU"Jab. NAllES I POONIAH. GARDEN. 1 
01' THE TALOOXS. ___ -:--________ 1-__ .-__ --,. _______ -;-___ -,-___ 1 _______ _ 

! Bullab.. A ..... m.nt. SettlemeDt. Dullahs A ..... m.nt-llsettlemeD t.! CaWln ... As'e&.'DIent S.lIlemeDt. A ........ ent. I Selilement. 

________ .f 24. 25. _~_ 21. 29. 20. I 110 31. ;n. ___ 3s. __ 1_~ 

~ :1:::-.=;.. :I.;;: ~III If:!:~ ~'I It:: ii: II: ;P:: IF: I,:i~ !' ~ I: : t· : a. ~ ! : R& : a. ~ Ifi~~ 1~ Pi Il~~ :': 
~ ~::;:~t""'OI~ab = I ~~ III I,t:! JL~ 1,~~ Il.r _ H ~ ".4. I ~ !54 _ 1 ~ I _ : : : : I: : : I,~: I! J~ 1 1,~~ I: J~ 
5. Pull""hy - - I 1,674 ~tl 9,1111 9 11 8,707 10 1 13 0 200 9 10 200 II 10 I 15 141 UO 2 4 35 2 4 1I,~42 6 t I 9,033 6 ., ;: X~d:~~~n.y: : I!,Ub~ • .tI,128 5 5 I 1i,703 II 4 8lJ II! 1,129 .l4 l~ _ ~90 - JO - : : : :: : : 17.333 3 11 16,:: I: ; 

8. )...,'0<1. • - - 1.&;0 gw; 6,~~~ ~ 9 6.!~ ~ : • 7 5~ III _ 10 48 'I~ jj I': . - . -. - . 6,~~ I~ ~ f 6,062 G It 
II. Dharopoorum -! 58~ II! 2.12~ 9 u I 1.004 6 D II 12 131 4 - 131 4 ~S 8~ 323)0 2 51 10 8 :1,570 7 11' 2;¥J7 5 '1 

10. l\ongillem - - 4,580 14 1 10,890 Jd.. 7,60!6 14 3' • _ • -. • • - • - - .' • • IO,8A6 11 4 7,6:16 14 3 
II. C .... "'. • - - 61J11 I~ 1,0:11 1I -' 1.811 14 8 4 JJ~ '7 8 10 67 8 100 - - • - - - • • 1,1.>89 3 10 11,939 7 4 

11 Pull.llum - • 6,1>311 U I 31,013 15 8 20.18S 15 5 06 1I 1,1~ 3 - 1,I5l lJ - .l"l 0 S9' - - 67 - 9 33,135 2 8 30.108 12 2 
11. Cit., oor - -I 961 3~1 a,OdJ II 1 3,769 n 3 54 3j 636 14 7 414 ~ II 9'1 6! !l'25 15 6 2'19 13 7 5.496 6 2 4.422 15 7 

].I. Cb~ckragh.rry - 4,407 6! 01'1,01" 12 10 1I1,07~ 8 - 228 ~ 4,068 11 0 11,1195 .. D 37 01 186 U 10 120 14 10 1I6,110 8 5 24,888 11 7 

Tow. - -1~'"6i3iI~i41 i:ii.~-:-~ 9,803917,7i976'I2i'i"2iiI,D738WI50Ilo2' l,iO,~il,19,37-I 5 8 

C..h ... t" ..... } 
II July 11!4D. ) 

2g6--Sess. 2. 

IE. E) 

K 

(SIgned) E. N. TI"Jrluu. 
Ag.-PL CoU",,",r. 
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,f4PERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN'SINCE 1847' 

Madnu. 

!'roceedings, J8t~ To T. B. Roupell, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board ot Revenue, Fort St George. 
bmuary 1849. 

Sir, 
KURNOOL. 1. IN conformity with the order of your Board, which directs the transmillsion, at the 

close of each fusly, of a report on the cultivation, &c" of cotton, I have the honour to 
state that the cniiLC extent of land on which Il. cotton crop was grown in thit' di~trict in 
fusly 1"258, was 86,368 acres, of which 32,070 acres were enaIIUl. The particulars of thii1 
extent of cotton cultivation are shown below in a concise form. 

Ci~car land cultivated with cotton only .-

Ditto - - ditto - with a mixed crop of cotton and other produce -

Enams cultivated with cotton only -

Ditto - ditto - with a mixed crop of cotton and other produce -

TOTAL - - -

Acres. 

34,S3-l 

19,464 

54,298 

20,114 

11,956 

32,070 J 

86,368 

2. From the information forwarded to me by the local amildars, the opening prospects 
of the season would seem to have beeR extremely good throu~hout the district gt'ncrally, 
and expectations ~'ere entertained of an abundant crop. These, however, were sub~e
quently disappointed by the appearance of a blight, which, though partial in its attae];;~, 
was nevertheless productive of much loss to the cotton growers. 

3. The accounts before me show that the quantity of cotton exported from Kurnool, 
during fusly 1258, was not less than 25,700 maunds, but I am not satisfied that the datn. 
on which the total has been ascertained should be entirely trusted. 

~, I am also given to understand that the price obtained for uncleaned cotton, on an 
average of the year, has been 6 a. 6 p. per maund, or 2 p. higher than that realised about 
two years ago. , 
) 5. The American cotton seed, furnished by Dr. Wight was ditltributed to II. few culti • 

.Jator,!! in the Paunum, Nundicootcoor, and Goodoor talooks, but the yield in the two 
former divisions was below the average quantity produced by indigenous cotton, and an 
impression has in consequence there gained ground, that the foreign plant it! unsuited to 
the soil of this district. In the Goodoor diviiilioD, however, the case was different. There, 
although, in common with the native cotton, the rlant suffered from the blight above 
referre<l to, a'fair crop was picked, and no disinclinatlOn is shown on the part of the ryot.1. 
through whose agency the experiments were made, to again receive American cotto~ t'eed 
for their fields, or to \lse that collected from the produce which they raised. 

6. A small quam.ity of :Mexican cotton seed, forwarded hy Dr. Wight, was alllo distri
buted to a few ryots in two villages of the Goodoor and N undicootcoor ta.looks, but the 
plants grown from it were not healthy, and the produce realised was not equal in quality or 
quantity to that of an average crop of indigenous cotton. It is this cotton secd which, 3.'1 

the Board may be aware, Dr. 'Vight was anxious should, be tried at the'commencement of 
the rainy season, in order to ascertaining whether an assimilation of temperature with that 
(If Mexico would not be obtained, and an improved description of cotton be the result. 

7. The rains of the season were, however, so unnsuaIiy severe an(l lasting that I do not 
consider the Mexican cotton seed has had a fair test, so far as this district is concerned, and 
I shall be glad to be furnished with a fresh supply. Meanwhile, instructions have been 
issued to sccure the seed of the plants which came to matnrity, for the sowings of 
fusly 1259. 

Kurnool District, Agent's Office, 
On Circuit Atcoor. 7 l!'ebruary 1850. 

(signed) II. D. Phillips, 
Agent to the Go,_r. 
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To "fY. II. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the DOllrd of Revenue, 'EM St. George. 

Sir, 
1. 'VITH reference to the proceedings of the Board, daied the 18th January 1849,1 have 

the honour to submit a statement of cotton cultivation in this district in fusly 1250. 

C~fDS. As. 

2. It exhibits It decrease below 1257 of 2,355 2;~ 

The extent in the former year being ... 53,201 13l 

And in the latter - - 50,846 111 

3. The cause of this falling off appears to have been the unfavourableness of the season in 
the principal cotton divisions, Ramnad, Teroomungalum, and Jyempooly. The supply of 
raiI,l was exceedingly pllrtial, being sufficient in the north and in the immediate vicinity of 
the Pulney Hills, and very short in the south and on the Coimbatore frontier, which 'are the 
cotton tracts. 

4. In answer to my inquiries as to the quality of the cotton, I was inf'ormed that it was a 
good deal discoloured. 

5. The whole of the cotton grown in this district is of the indigenous kind, with the 
exception of the produce of small pieces cultivated with Americau cotton, by way of experi
ment, by Messrs. Finnie and Fondclaire. From the latter gentleman I have received a 
specimen, which is exceedingly good; but he has not, communicated to me the extent or 
nature of' tile land or amount· of' crop; and there has not been time for me to receive an 
answer to my questions on those points. His experiment was made in the Amenaiknoor 
zemindary, lying at the foot of the Seroomalay Hills in the sub-division, and from its situa
tion enjoying more rain, particularly of the south-western monsoon, than the chief cottOD 
tract of the district, viz., the southern parts of TeroomungaluDl and Ramnad, bordering OD 

~ the TinneveUy district. Mr. Finnie's experiment was made at Aroopoocottah in Ramnad, 
The establishment being connected with the Tinnevelly district, I have received nO direc1 
report of the out-turn; but was informed.. by my assistant, Mr. Hodgson, who -visited 
AroOPQocottah in his tour of duty, that the crop appeared to be scanty and dried up; and 
I have recently heard from Dr. 'Wight that Mr. Finnie had forwarded to Tutacorin a few 
bales of American cotton of' good quality, which I conclude were the produce of this farm. 

G. No experiments ha~e been carried on in the year under re .... iew on account of Govern
ment, nor hM Dr. 'Vlght expressed to me any de!:lire to attempt them in the ensuing season 
in this district. The facts that have come to my notice lead me to the opinion that in 
Ramnad and TeroomungalulD, though American cotton may be grown, it cannot be grown 
profitaLly, at all events without irrigation, which bemg scarce in those parts, the experi
ment of its effects would not be there made with advantage. But I think that the Jyem~ 
pooly talook, lying more within the influence of' the south-west monsoon, and possessing a 
large number of wells, would answer for the purpose, if the experiments made in Coimba.
tore, which enjoys greater advantages of the same description, be not thought sufficient. 

I have, &0. 

(signed) R. D. ParRer. 

Madura, Collector. 
3 March 1850. 

• I have heard from otbers ti.a' it is e.l.ceedillgly small. 

II. 
Madras. 

MJ.D11JU 



PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 't 

STATEMENT Comparative of COTTON CULTIVATION of Fusly 1258, in the Dit;\trict8 of 1.1adMra 
and Dindigul. 

• I 
Cultivation of Current FUBly 1258. _ 

Cultivation of Fusly J2S7. 
DescrlptlOns of Solls of the Ayen Land Cultivation with Cotton. _ 

~o. TALOOK, 

Assessm~t. Cursel. Suecurset 

1. 2 • 3. 4. S. 6. 

I' Eo'".,. ......,b.,. V""d. 

7. 8. I 9. 
.-------·---·--,I------l-·---~----·-- ----_____ _ 

1 Madacolum -
2 'l'eroomungaium " 
3 Meylore - • 
-4 Ramagherry • 

I) , Taudicomboo • 
~ Jyempully • 
7 1'henkurray • 
8 Nellacotay • 

Total •• 

CawmeR. A.. RH. Q. p. C,. 08. 
120 9! 254 4 I _ 

18,570 9 i 47.967 S 9 4,MS 
43 21 76 14 I) -

C,. ! al. 

3.145 131 2G!I I)! 2.;83 61 

1.130 1 t I.S20 13 8 79 - - - - • • - 71 --------------1·------'------ ------1----
19.864 6 t 50,119 10 11 4.!i97 81 - - - I 3,145 13 i I 339 5 6 2,783 6l 

====:====~=========I:=======h=======================I======= 

- 56 3' I . 334 9i 
7.221 4 
1,202 3t 
1.80:; 10i 

450 9 2 
13.543 5 1 
1.780 12 7 
2.994 10 3 

202 
1.013 

216 
153 

89 

89 

1 

4 

4 

., 2" 9 - • -
!i 9 I 6a 11 f 4:; 15 i 
2 10 i . ., 73 6 t 

IJJ 8 i 3 111 3 1 6 

~12t7-4 -=T11221T 
3,~73 10.1 413 I) i I 2,90:1 1~ 

R~~:;d~emin:} 21.679 2 85.517 12 1 - - - - IW 
ShbvagungahZe.} 1,094 10 1.432 14 _ - -mmdary • - - .-

GRAND TOTAL' -sa:-20-1-1-~-1-" -1,-1-.-05-.8-3-9'-10....,.1-6-.-18-3-----
1
-

1
--8-9-. -~ ...... I--3-.-17-3-1-0-1--4-13--5-t-1 2,905 13 t 

No. TALOOK. 

Cultivation of Current Fusly 12l'i8-contmued.· • • • • 

Cultintion on Enam Land-contmlled. . 
Paying Quit Rent ~n Poroopoo. 

CultivatIOn. 

• Land. 

Amount 

of 

Poroopoo • 

22 • 

TOTAL, 

Land. Assessment. 

23. 2-1 

Cotton 

I'roduce 

in 

Potties. 

2:'. 

Cultivation in Zemind.ries under the 

Propnetora' Management. 

Land. Assessment. 

26. 27. 

Cotton 

Produce ill 

Potties. 

28 I 
Assessment. 

20, 21. 
..... ----___ ---------,--I·----i·--_ ------------------'1----

1 Madacolem 
'2 'I eroomungalum 
3 Meylore. • 
.4 R.magherry • 

5 Taudicomboo • 
ii JyempuUy • 
:; Thenkurray • 
.R Nellacotay • 

Total • • 

r,. Ill. Ra. Q. p. Ra. Q. p. Ct. a8. 'Ra. Q. p. C,. Ill. Ca. a8 Ra. o. p. Ca. aa. 
98 -i 212 13 3 354 8 1 98 -~ 212 13 3 75. • • - • • - -

254 I! 622 4 1 408 3 ,2 2,422 121 6,262 14 7 1.380 3 1.173 8} 2,266 9 - 562 3 t 
.. ----- ........ _-_ ...... - .. ---
• • • • • • • \10 4! 155 ~ 1 -' • • 536 15i S12 3 9 130 7 i 

3521!83514 762 11 3 1"I.6il1 6,63012 l0i1,455 ~"'::10 7l 3,0782:.....!. 692 11 

: : t:- : : : : . 13 1 i I·. 57 '11 10 '~. -' 6.315'9 1l~495' 5 i 3,764:-
• _. • • 10 101 22 14 11 4 - 266 13i 387 14:; 30 131 
• • • • • • • 40 2 90 - 1 17 1 I 1,331 l1tl 2.293 14 11 036 10 

-.---.- -::--:--. . . I 63 IH 170 10 10 24 Ii 7,914 2 114,1 i7 2 11 4,432 3 i 

352 1 i 835 1 4 762 11 3 I 2,674 15 i 6.801 7 8 1,479 8 t I 9.624 9~117.25:; 15 8 5,124 14! 

RamnadZemin.\. • • • • : •• •• _ • _ _ • 19.992 0 3:1.580 2 ,,'10,SIl1 T 
dary - .. f I" 

ShevagungahZe.\ 1.072 7}, 1.164 9 \) j 543 1 i mlDdary. .J' . . . . . . - . - - . -' • -

GRAND TorAL • 1-3-5-2-1-1-j:--s35i-4-1-7-6-2-1-1-3- --2.-6-a-,I-:;-1 -6,-SO-1 -7_-8-1-1-.4-7-9·--8-~-[!-3-0-,6-8-9-1-J1-:;-"-,0-00-1-2---116,529 1 



TO rROMOTE ',FH~,CULTlVAT}ON Of COT),ON IN-INOlA. 

Sl' ATEMENT Comparatiyc of COTTON Ct;I.TIV ATIOX of Fusly 1258, in the Districts of ltIad1f.ra 
and DindifJul. 

Cultivation of Current Fusly1238. 

77' 

Descri,ption. of Soil. of the Ayen Land CulLlvotion wIth Cotton. I Cultivation 00 Eoam Laod. 
----,--- - ~---.---------------------------

i Quantlty, I TAX·FREE LAND. TOTAL. 

Pottel. Serve!. Movel. , Sirota)'. Colour. 
_______ : in PottIes, of ____ --,--__ _ 

: Seed Cotton I 
Land. A!sessment. 

10. 11. 12. 13. u. 15. 16. 

Ca. (la. 1

_---
1
---1 

Ca. tl8. C,. (I'. Ca. tis. R,. (I. p" 

i grown 
, on the Lond.·' 

17. 

No. al. , 

:tand. Assesoment. 

18. 19. 
---1---

Ca. (I'. 

1,960 7! I 84 1 ~ 365 J.l t 142 21 13 6 t 13.292 2 34,224 13 5 I 7,582 1 2,IGB 11 5,640 10 6 

- 34 8! I 118 4 87 9! 3 9 i 394 - 133 2 I i - 90 4 t 155 1 

1,960 77"1 118 10! t 484 2t I 22912i I 17 -t 13.676 Z t34.%~ 7,582 1 2,2581H 5,79511 6 

- - - = 512j 6 4~ I 40 9t '-~3t 326· 9il--:~ 209 H --=----=-
_ - • 151 10 54 11 f· 32 8 t 214 Hi * I 1,646 154: 3,560 14 8 415 9 - 13 If 57 11 10 

56 7t 1981H 17910 219 4f 13 lOt 960 31 1,3Rl11 11 3ll 141 10 4f 22 U 1l 
10 2 108 H ~75 l;Jo 219 4 44 10~ I S7212! 1,266 3 8 273 4i 40 2 90 - 1 

--S-6-0"i"' 47011 1,516 7! 511 101 342 1! I 3,S06 st ·6.644"4-6-I:240li"-63'iiil7Ololo 

""2.027lf,~~9~~=Tl.OOO=9f ?U~ =a;giTr=17.~ ~~~8,m~ ~~~6=: - \ 

1= = =1= =1 
2,027115sii-5T l.OOO9l. -74i6T"1-339 It 1-1-7-,4'-8-2-1-0-1'1'--4-I,-S-02--4-----S,-827--2-!-111-2-,S-22-1-3-1 !5,9ci'6"64 

Cultivahon of Current Fusly 1258-contmueJ 

AYEN LAND. Total Cultivation of the Tllrell Jtem.. , 

~-----------------r----~,------------~--------+I----------
TO~AL. Cotton 

Produce, 
Land. A ssessmellt. 

in 

Potties. 

29. 30. 31. 

Waste fit for Cnltivation. 

Cursel. 

32. 

Other 

Sorts ot 
Soils. 

33. 

TOTAL. 

34. 

land Cultivated with other 
Produces fit far 

Cotton CnltlvatlOn. 

Cursel. 

35. 

Other 
Sorts ot 

Soils. 

36. 

TOTAL. 
Cursel. 

Other 

Sorts ot 
SOlis. 

TOTAL. 

40. 3i. I 38, 39. I 

CB. as. RI. o. p. --:~ -:~ -:~ 't;s. (18. Ca. tl8. ea. til. Ca~ CB. aBo Ca. til. I C,. (II. 

98 -i 212 13 3 75 4 - - - - - - 1 - -
16,878 61 42,75" 5 - !l,524 71 1,997 8! 2,496 4! 4,493 13t 1,674 lOt 2,527 15} 4,202 9f' 3,672 21 5,024 41 8,696 7 

• • - - - • - 22 3j - 22 31 19S 4il - - 198 41: 220 H - - I 220 a 
1,021 3l i 1,700 6 10 130 7t - - - -, - I - - -

17,997 IOl: 44,667 9 1 ~7'2,0i9i2 ~,...:! 4,516 O~ I~12,527 15l 4,400 14 : 3.S92 10! ~~I 8,9_16"i4i 

I 326 9tl 435 6 3 209 5! 152 6 55 0 207 6 - I - - - - 152 6 55 0 207 S I 7975 lot 15,114 - 1 4,183 5 91 8 63 0 154 8 24710' Ii 0 26110 339 2 77 0 416 2 
i 1;237 Jl 11,792 9 3 376 12t 309 7! 228 S~ 538 0 2 8' liO 9! 173 11 311 151 399 It 711 It 
I-'::~~~ 3,650 2 S 926 1St 409 II 1,602 2t 2,OU 13t - -I 548 1St 548 15* 409 11 2,151 11 2,560 12l 

'1I,tS4 91 20,99~ 2 3 5,696 61 963 01 ""1.94siO't 2.9lim ~50 2 7~3 8t 983 10~ 1,213 2! '2,6ii2"3i "'3,S9;S'i 
211.782 311 6';,659 11 4 15,426 9! 2,98,4 t2l 4,444 151 7,427 12 2,123 01 3,261 815,384 81: 5,105 13 7,706 71[12,S12 4! 

1 
19,992 - 35,580 2 7 10,861 1 I 

I,Oi2 76 1,164 9 9 543 III - - - - I - -! - -! 
150,S.Ul 1l!!l.02.4047-S- -26-,8-3-0'-1-1-I':-2.-98-2-12-1'j'--4-,4'-H-15-!>.42712i 2,123 Ol,3,261 8 5,3S4 81

1 
5,105 13 11.106 ii 112,812 4§ 

... One potty contains 337 ~ Ibs. 
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SUTEIIIENT Comparative of Cotton Cultivation of Fusly ]268, in the Districts of Madura, &c.-contiIllJild. 

Land lit for Cotton Cultinbon 

------------------------------ -- ------

No. TALOOK. 

I Cond. 

1\ 41. 

Waste. 

Other Som \ 
of 

Solls. ' 

42. 

TOTAL. Cursel. 

43. 44.. 

Enam Land. 

Other Land. 

Other Sortl 
of 

Sou.. 

46. 

TOTAL. 

,(6. 

Canel. 

TOTA L. 

Otber Sorta 
of 

Sou.. 

48. 

TOTAL. 

---" - - ~----I-:-!_I._-i 

I Ca. Ifa. Ca. Ifl. Ca. IU. Ca. IU. Ca. QI. Ca. IU. C,. QI. Ca. /I,. Ca. ... 
'1 lIIadacolem • • • • - -" - - - • 62 12 i 62 12 i . . 62 121 62 n I 
2 Teroomungalum 61 11 327 15 t 389 1 104 21 590 11 i 694 14 t 165 41· 918 10 t 183 15 t 
3 Meylore - - 1 14 i· . - 1 14 t 24 1I i - . 24 2 t .26 - 6 • -. 26-1 
4 Ramagberry· - - - - - - - _ _ 

6;-:-r-'S271st 39015!m 6 653"31 7811:4i' ~!::\ 981 7,1.i7i"i2"i' 

:. ~ CI:.f;: .: .. i I::::=. _::~ :.:.:: : ~i : .£:,:: 
~ - 41 8 , 41i 8 49 - 1=:!'0 8 99 8 1i3 - i==~ = 145 -

67 - I 369 71.1 436 7t 177 0 j 704 -i 881 lit 244 Ii : 1,073 76 ,1,317 _~2~ 

5 Taudicomboo • 
6 JyempuUy • 
7 Thenkurray • 
8 Nellacotay • 

,Total 

I 

: Ramnadzemm'11 _. - -. - - - - - - - J' - -I. . .. .. . 
I dary - -, ' I 
i SbeVagUngah~e.} _ • • _ • ,- • • _ • _ • • • _ •• • •• : • I 
I mmdary - ~ __ .....:_I._-__ I--_I_----I.---.... I 
! Gu ND TOTAL - : ,61 - 369,. t, 436" t ,177 5 ~0_4 - t 881. -5.L -;;~j !.073 , 7 J 1;17 2!.L 

Land ~t for Cotton Cultivation-colllmued. 

Total of Three Items-continued. 

I------~--------------------------.--------------------------------------.---
No. TALOOK. Other Lands. TOTAL. 

\ I----------~-----------~----------I------------.-----------~--·--------

Curse!. 

62. 

Other Sorts 
or 

Soils. 

63. 

TOTAL. 

64. 

Cursel. 

65. 

Other Sorts 
of 

8011l!. 

66. 

TOtAL. 

67. ------------------- -------\------_.:-------
1 Madacolem 
2 Teroomungalum 
3 Meylore. -
4 Ramagberry -

Ca. 

1,808 
222 

IfB. C,. al. 
62 121 

3,345 8f 

C8. IfB. 
62 III 1 

6,153 11 
222 6 i 

c,. 
-3,875 

246 

If •• C8. QI. 

62 121 
6,273 15 

-. 
c •. 0'. 
6;! ]2! 

10,148 15 i 
246 8 t 

------------~- ---1-------1------
5 Taudlcomboo • 
6 Jyempully • 
7 Thenkurray ., 
8 Nellacotay • 

Total 

2,030 8 t 

'I,ll? 3 
3a 11 
49 -

.3,408 6 A 

437 
274 
663 

0,438 14t 

152 6 
,1,415 .. t 

615 16 
1,501 _i -

6,336 1~ I 

S5 -
618 101 
696 3f 

2,789 1 

dlLry. _ 5,834 - 2,139 - 7,973 - 11,502 - i 3,262-

10,4,')8 " ~ 

207 6 
2,093 11 
1,311 a ~ 
4,290 9 

14,764 -

),349 121 ShevagullgahZe-\ 372 ,1l11 342 13_: 715 ___ 3 1 693 7 ~', 656 5 t 
Ramnad Zemill-} j I 

mindary - j I -- -_.l.. J 

_GIlAN~ T~TA':.: - .. --.-~,-47-8-'· 1~1 ~~7,iji4 _ !o__ '7 .. i_6~~~~~}!t, ~ __ ~~., -1 1-_-.-.-l~-,-!~-:!.-_-:__-_-+1---.-3-~-4-ia----J-_-I 

, ::Madura,} 
11 JUly 18411. 

• 
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SnTEHENT Comparative of Cotion Cultivation of Pusl,. 1258, in the Districts of lJfadura, &c.-continued. 

Land fit for Cotton Cultivation. 

! Zemindariel aader the Proprietol1l' Management. TOTAL oC Three Items. 

Walite. Other Lauds. TOTAL. Waate. 

I 

Other Sorts' Other Sorts Other Sorb Other Sorts 
Cursel. Cnnel. or TOTAL. Clll"8el. of TOTAL. Cursel. of TOTAL. 

Soils. Soils. SOils. 

50. 52. 53. 54. 55. 

S:i~. I 
51. I 

�-------I·--------:-----~~----~·------I----------
56. 57. 58. I 59. 60. ~=--

C,.:.. fl.. e~ flI. Ca. Ill. I c,. flI. C.. 118. C'.:.. flI. e •. (u. C •• GI. Ca. fl •• c.. (U. c.. (U. 

104 21 8 41 112 61 226 13. 256 3 29 5i 37 9 ~ 331 - 368 9 i ! 2.066 14. 2,928 6 i 4,995 4 f 
- • • • - - 24 I! - 24 II 

~ 4 i 1-1O-4-2-1-1--ll-~-6-1-1--2-~-:;-i+'" -22-6-1-3-1'1--25"6-3- 3~ 9i 331 -=-:7s""'9i'2,09:--i 2,928 6 t 5,Ol~ 61 

===,===:1====1===:1========== 

i66 5f irs 6t 34412} 909; 423 31 1,332 12~ 1,0751'1 601 lot '1,677 9 ~~~ I~t 2~~ G!I m :1 
265 U 193:; 459 4 33 3 67 8: 100111 299 2 260 H 560 - 579 61 42l14!i l ,OOl 41 

~~_3 __ 5_8~ ~~ --=-- - , - - '~~ m 3! 1,625 -! 1,452 8 2,225 13 f 13,678 5. 

1,475 If I 953 15i 2,429 II 94212 490-12, l,43~_~_-, 2,4,17131/1,444 1ll-;3,862 91 2,442 2t 2.944 2t 5,386 4~ 

1,483 '6 11,058 2 2,541 8 =9=1Z==I=t'?I=='1=I='1=9=! I' 1,689il""""12,455 'i t 1 1,715 11 i 14,231 3 4,533 21 \ 5,872 8 i :10,405 11 t 

11,668 - 1,123 - 6,791 - 5,834 - 2,139 - 7,973 - 11,502 - 3,262 - 1(,764 - .j,668 - 1,123 - 6,791 -

321 -1 313 81 

"1,ill""6i"12,494 10 i 

634 9 37Z 6i 34213 715 31 693 7t 656 5t 1,349121 321 -i 313 8t 634 9 

-I-- -----
967 1 7,178 7i 3,199 6t 10,37714 114,650141)5,694 1 20,344 151110,522 3t 7,309 1 17,831 41 

Quantltr on Hand 

o( 
Land that will be brought 

Cotton produced ialast Year. lIuder Cotton Culti yation in nest Year. 

With the Ryots. 

68. 

With the 

Mercbaata. 

69. 

TOTAL. Aren. 

70. 71. 

Enam. 

12. 

Belongmg 
to Jarr 

Zemindmes. 

'i3. 

TOTAL. 

74. 

-------------I·-------------~---------·---I-------------~-------------------------------
PII. Ill. C •• 1111. Ca. Ill. 

20 20 3,723 9 409 56 Hi 4,189 12 

----------;·--------~----------~-------·---~----------II------------I-----------
20 -

108 

5& 141 4,189 12 20 - 3,723 9 409 4 t 
========Ib======r-==:======================~=======~============ 

108 81 
147 
234 

8 

8 

82 -
lSI II 

163 8 
218 1\ 

'234 8 

I------------I----------~------------·I----------'-;----,--------Il-------------,·-----------108 - - ... 108 - 463 - • - - - 213 6 I 616 6 
=======F==~====I=======~,=I==========I:=====~=I====~~~===~==== 

128 - • - .. . 128 - 4,186 9 409 4 t 210 41 I 4,866 2 

451 15 73 4,000 4,000 -

.. . 493 7! 493 7! 

~---15---1----~~:-----62-5--1-5---1----4-.-18-6---9--1-----'0-9---4-*--1:----4,-76-3--1-2-t-I---9-~-·9----9-i-

(Erron Excepted.) 
(signed) R. D. Pflrlttr, 

CoUector. 



II. 
~Iadras. -

PAPERS UELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. I lL\.VE the honour, in obedience to the orders of the Board of Revenue l'eceived iD 

your letter of the 28th February 1850, to submit the special report of cultiv~tion &c or 
cot~n in this. district fOf Fusly 1258. The following IS an abstract of cotton cUltiva.tion 
durmg the SaId year: 

-
DESCRIPTION CIRCAR. LAND. ENA" LAND. TOTAL. 

\ of 

LAND. Acre •• Aisesemllllt. Demand. Acre .. lAuellment • Acre.. ~ \AI.eU1Dent --- -- --f--

DI'Y: B,. ' B,. B,. I BI. 
Black Land · - . - 1,25,142 1,01,374 - · 88,870 1,46,~01 2,t4,OHI I 8,37,666 

Mixed Land - . - - 16,138 12,912 - · 10,639 0,060 26,770 I 22,881 

Red Land. · - - . 23,617 8,114 - · 6,679 2,680 20,1691 10,803 . 
~2,400 I~ . -------

1,64,897 1.5,081 1,68,0"'0 2,60,918 1 3,7J,3.a 
Irl'lgated: == ----- - - === 

Garden. · . - - 197 601 . - 89 379 270 I 980 

1:6ii,~I~;,;- - I 
. - 1,00,163 1,50,328 2,70,267 ! 3,72,320 

fhere was, it will be seen, upwards of 27,000 acres sown with cotton. 

2. Though this statement was inadvertently omitted to be entered in the J ummabundy 
report, the subject has not been lost sight of by me. Since I took charge or the district, 
I have been engaged in endeavours to improve this great staple of the Bellary district. The 
ryots have been advised to pay more attention to. the picking and cleaning the cotton; and 
experiments to improve the staple, by again introducing the foreign seed, have been made, 
and are still in progress."", 

3. In a letter t to Dr. Wight (cop.., of which I have the honour to enclose), I made a full ' 
I report of some experiments made WIth the Mexican seed in Fusly 1258. These exreri
ments I thought very unsatisfactory; but Dr. Wight attributed the failure to the blight, 

, and gave me much encouragement to prosecute them again. I have done this, and the 
result will be detailed in my next report for Fusly 1259. Dr. Wi~ht forwarded a bandy 
lead of seed from Coimbatore, which has been distributed over the district, and the produce 
of which is now gathering in. 

4. Dr. Wight also promised to send me two saw-gins for cleanin~ the country cotton; 
but these I have never received. It is very desirable that thesE' machmes should be intro
duced into BeIlary with as little delay as possible; and I find I can procure them at 
Dharwar at a cost of 40 rupees each; and if the Board will allow me to order a few. ( Ilhall 
61ert myself to give .them a full trial. 

5. The manner in which I became aware that such gins were procurable WaB &B folIo,,!!: 
in the printed book of cotton experiments in the Southern Mahratta country, lately sent to 
me from the Board of Revenue. I observed that the New Orleans crop of 1848, in the 
Dharwar district, was almost an entire failure, and there the report ended. Desirous to 
know the result of the following year, and the prospects of the present season, I wrote a 
note to Mr. Bell, the Colleetor, inquiring about the crops. In a private communication 
with whichJ have been very kindly favoured by th!,t gentleman, he informe.d me that the 
New Orleans plant had met with a very great check In the year 1848-49, but In the prcscnt 
year, 1849-50, it was again recovering; and at the same time he informed me respecting 
the saw-gin, and thou~h only a private communication, that ~entleman wiII not, I am surc, 
object to my quoting nis own words I .. 'Ve are making 'Up III the factory a very excellent 
description of saw-gin, which can bc worked. all day by two men alternately, and cleans 
about 1 i maunds (28 lhe. 1 maund) of seed ct>tton the hour, and costs only 40 rupees. If YOI1 
ban nothing of the kind to clean cotton in Bellary, you should introduce it. Tbe department 

here 
, 

• .Extract from a letter of the con ector ot' Bellary to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated. 
6 AprIl 1850. 

t Dated 31 May 1849. ~ -
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nere will supply any number you require before the next season. This instrument 
does nearly three times the work which the .:Manchester cottage gin, of which you have read 
is capable of performing." 

6. I am not at aU sanguine of general success in the Mexican plant (the result of the 
present year will determine my measures for the future), but I entertain great hopes that 
the introduction of the saw-gin will be attended with as good results as at Dharwar or else
where. and I cannot do better in concluding this report than to request that the saD(:tion of 
Government may be obtained for procuring, as soou as they can be got ready, 25 gins from 
Dharwar. 

(signed) 
Dellary District, Collector's Office, on Circuit Ramandroog, 

6 April 1850. 

(No.1.) 

C.Pelly, 
Acting Collector. 

To Dr. Wight, Superintendent of Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. 1:11' accordance with your request, I have the honoor to report the result of the 

-experiment made with the 1\1 exican cotton seed in the respective talooks of this district, 
where it has been sown. I beg to direct your attention to the enclosed statement. 

2. It has been sown in both regud, masub, and laul soils, and in one case only has 
irrigation been resorted to. • 

3. In th~ Hurponhully Talook experiments were made in masub land only; almost all 
the plants were destroyed by blight, and the crop obtained from the few surviving ones, 
was almost nominal. The seed in this case was not sown until September. 

IL 
Madras. 

4. In Koodleghee Talook experiments were made in both black and masub soils; in the 
former, the plants at first presented a very pealthyappearance, but before arriving at 
maturity were attacked by a blight, w hicb injured the leaves t to a considerable extent, but t Akula J Igi. 
subsequently disappeared. This, however, no doubt prevented the produce being as exten-
sive as it would otherwise have been: it gave an out-turn of 6 f seers of uncleaned cotton 
per each seer of seed so,vn. In the masub it was a total failure; very few plants ever 
appeared above ground; those which did, were irrigated; but without success: in this case 
alone has irrigation been resorted to. The plants did not at any stage present healthy 
appearance, nor was there any produce. 

5. In Hoovinhadagaly the seed was sown in fine masub soil in 'two villages in the month I 
of July; it was free from blight, most productive, averaging 27 seers of cotton for each seer 
of seed, and the cotton of a superior description. The seed obtained from the cotton has been 
-carefully preserved, and will be sown again at the same time this year, together with some 
fresh seed. The gathering took place from November to March, and the result has been 
most satisfactory; but it must be borne in mind, that the rains were very seasonable, and 
the land selected for the experiment some of the best to be found for the purpose, and that 
there was no blight. It is also to be noted, that rains fall to the westward under the western 
monsoon much more regularly and ell.l'lier than in the other divisions of this district. July is 
the regular sowing season there; not so in the other talooks noticed in the statement. 
Hoovinhadagaly is the most western talook. Hurponhully is equally favoured in this 
respect, but the crop there was lost by blight, whether from being sown too late or not, 
I cannot say. 

6. Adonie. Experiments were made in this talook tn the black land only, and were almost 
a. total failure; the plants were much injured by blight, calledjogee rogum, and the produGe 
very small, averaging only 21 seers of cotton to a seer of seed; the seed was not, however. 
sown until October, the usual time of sowing in this northern talook. / 

7. Goollem. In this ca,;e also the seed was so'\\'11 in black land, by special order, as soon 
as I received it from you; the plants were fine and promising until they attained the height 
of about two feet, when, at least, half of them were destroyed by blight, but of a nature 
different from that alluded to in the case of Adonie, called masee rogum; in this case the 
plants became quite black, crumbling in the hand like charcoal; whereas in the Adonie 
talook the leaves alone were affected, and, if rolled in the hand, were found to be covered 
with & glutinous substance. The produce was only 5 seers of cotton per seer of seed. 

8. Punchapollem. . 

.. 1. Note.-The regud is the blal'k loam on the common cotton soil of Beilary, Dharwar, &c. 



U. 
Madras. 

·74*' . PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE '1847 '" 
- -,..., ~ ~ ~~,~ .. 

8. Puncl~apollem. Experiments were made in the black land; some of the plants 
perished from blight. The pr?duce, n~twith.standing! \yo~d ~a ... e been satisfactory, had it 
not been for an unusual quantIty of ram which fell In thIS village, and much injured the 
growing plant. The return was eight seers of cotton pe~ each seer of seed. 

9. Gooty. The seed in this case ,also was sown in the black land in October; and thouO'h 
the grqwing plants suft'ered partially from blight, the result was very satisfactory, thou~h 
by no means as much so as in the case of Hoovinhadagaly talook. It yielded on ~n 
average 13 seers of cotton per each seer of seed. The Amildar has applied for a f\1rthcr 
supply of 10 maunds of seed, but the ryots do not seem much disposed to repeat the 
experiment. 

10.\ Tadputry. The experiments wele made in two villages belonO'inO' to this talook, 
which is the most eastern in the Cuddapah frontier, and contains fine ~otton soil, and the 
finest race of cultivators. In the first village, Tadputry, from the time the plants were 
about a foo~ high, they were more or less affected with a blight, called here wodapah roO'um, 
which, though at first it only affected the leaves, eventually destroyed both the tlower~ and 
growing pods; there was not therefore any produce. In the second villaO'e, Poottoor, the 
same blight prevailed, though not ,to the same extent, and eventually pa~tially left them ; 
the produce was, however, but small, averaging 4 i seers of cotton for each of seed. 

From the above, it will appear that the experiments have been attende<l with success in 
three villages only, Hoovinhadagaly, Soghee in the Hoovinhadagalay talook, and in Cona
condlah in the Gooty talook; in the former talook the seed was sown early in July, thereby 
obtaining an advantage from the western rains" which were remarkably fine in the western 
talooks this year. 

11. From the unsatisfactor:,r out-turn in the other talooks, where the seed was sown in 
the usual seasons, and in the best selected spots, I am afraid the experiment will, if repeated, 
not succeed. I purpose therefore more particularly to try it again in HoovinhadaO':uy, and 
orders to this effect have been given; but should you supply me with any large qJ'antity or 
seed, I shall again try the experiment in the great cotton talooks. It is proper to mention 
that the cotton crop generally this year was bad . 

• 
12. SODle seed was sent to the subdivision, which is principally red soil; and I beg to 

enclose copy of a report from Mr. Mayne, who, you will see, speaks highly of the 8ucees 
of the experiment tried in the Anuntapoor talook ; but I entirely concur in his observatiOl. 
in ~he last para. of his letter, that it is desirable to have artificial inigation to ensure the 
complete success of the growth of cotton in the red soils of those talooks. 

\ 13. I shall be hal)PY to receive any suggestions you may be pleased to favour me with 
for future experiments; but I am not. sanguine that the experiments will prove successful 
in this district generally, which, perhaps, is the dryest district in the whole of India; and 
I fear tbat from that cause, unless irrigated', it ~ould be vain to try the sowing in April 
and May, as suggested in your letter of 30th September. But, with the present facts now 
before you, your intimate acquaintance with all the details of cotton may enable you to 
suggest what would be the best mode to proceed in future. 

14. But I am desirous that we should not confine our attention to the rearing of new 
and foreign seed, but improve the cotton indigenous to the district by a better mode of 
cleaning and preparing it for the market. I should 'pe obliged if you have any improved 
gins, and are authorised, as I believe your are, to furnish them, by your sending me one or 
two for trial, and favour me with such further advice as you think may be conducive to the 
~eat object o( Government, viz., the pz:oduction of an article of a quality suitable to the 
English market. • 

(signed) C. Pelfy, 
Bellary District, Collector's Office, on Circuit Toranagub, Acting Collector. 

31 ~ray 1849. 



N o. I.-STATEMENT .howing the Produce of the Mexican Cotton Seed Sown in tIle following Talooka. 

u,tton Seed Sown in Circar Land. 

N A. H E,.S NAMES 

of the of tho Descriptwn Number 
• 

TALOOKS. VI LLA G ES. of of the 

Soi. Field. 

1. 2. 3. 4. --------- .-
1. Hurponhully · 

2. ICoodalaghee · 

: Hoovinlilldagaly 

AdrJDil!' · · 

• GoolJOtn · · 6 
6 
7 
8 

• Pllnchllpo\1em _ 
• Gooty · · 
• Tlldputry • · 

Sub-division: 
o • Anuntllpoor · 

Hurpoollully · Dagaly • · 
TOTAL · · 

CodclloUy · Woojany _ · 
ToTAL · · 

1I0ovinhadogaly 
Soghle. • 

TorM. · · 
I\fondageny · Purvu tu poor · 

TOT.lL - · 
Hattebolgub · Pervilly • · Concoudloh · 'fudputry • · Poottoor· · 

TOTAL · -
Anuntapoor · Cundacoor · 

TOTAL · · 
GRAND TOTAL · · I 

)Iu.~ub • 
HU8BUb. 

· · 
Regud -
MU880b -

· · 
Muuub· 
MU88Ub-

· · 
Regud · Regud · 
· · 

Regud · 
Regud · Regud -
Regud · Regud • 

· · 
Regud · R,'dSoll 

- · 
· · 

B~lIlll'y T>IsMct, C,,)!ectol" Offlco, on ClrCOIt} 
TorllDogub,31 .!IIa)' 18~D. 

114 
161 

· · 
11 

406 

· · 
279 
4~ 

· -
140 
34 

· · 
406 
2n 
172 

111 
111 

· · 
71 
72 

· · 
- · 

Date 
Aue8sment 

of 
Acres. of 
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No.2. 

To C. Pell!!. Esq., Acting CoUector of Dcllary. 
Sir, 

IN reference to the printed circular, dated 6th March 1848, received from" Robt. Wight •• 
Surgeon Superintendent Cotton Fanus," I have the honour to state, that, on aS8uminO' this 
office in June 1848, the ground was in so parched a ('ondition that ploughing was i~pro.c
ticable, and seed, if ~own, would, without Irrigation, in all probability hnve been destroyed. 
and an opportunity was not available until late in August, when the amount of "ee~l at 
hand was put in the ground, and germing. gave Tcry different results. 

2. That sown in red soil produced very fine plants, and an abundant crop, to the extent 
of I'!' haIfmore than is attainable from the native country plant. afforded entire satisraction, 
ar.1It drew forth the unbounded. applause of the rYQt in whose bnd it had been raised, as 
well as others who witness_ed it. . 

3. The remaining seed was, contrary to positive orders, sown in blo.ck soil, !>'ermed tedi
ously, and produced weakly plant~, WIth dencient flowers and inferior pods, that became a. 
prey to an insect of the weevil species, that bores through the outside cover, and destroys 
the embryo cotton in the pod.' 

4. This insect was also very, but in a less degree, destructive to the first-mentioned 
produce, in the same way as it prenils throu~h the common country cotton crops, but pro
bably will not be present in case of the seed being sown after the early rains of May. 

5. It is evident that, if conducted agreeably to the directions contamed in the said cir
cular, the Mexican cotton would be found a very remunerative crop throughout the seed 
spil lands of this district, and highly satisfactory to the ryots, who declared themselves 
astonished at the produce, and most desirons of propagating the new plant. 

6. Strict directions were -given for preservation of all the seed that was produced for 
sowing immediately after the early rains shall have rendered the ground arable, and I 
would suggest the propriety of procuring a large supply of seed from Coimbatorc, and 
encouraging more general cultit'ation of the plant by particular orders to the heads of 
villages, strictly enforcin!l the necessity of attention to the description of soil and season 
of the year adapted, by wpich only can complete success and confidence of the ryots in the 
novel practice be insured. . 

7. ,The nature of the climate is so arid, that it certainly would be desirable always to have 
artificial irrigation by wells available~ that, in case of protro.cted drought obtaining, IllI Willi. 
the case in the past year, water might occasionally be applied, and thereby render the crop 
certain, instead of a hazardous speculation, as it otherwise would too often be found, im
pelling the people to their timll-revered practice of waiting for later rains. 

BeIlary District, Sub-Collector's Office, 
on Circuit at MurrymakoolapulIy, 

26 February 1849. • 

(signed) D. Mayne, 
Acting Sub-Collector. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para.!' I RAVE the honour to submit my special report on the capabilities of tbis dis

trict as regards the cultivation of New Orleans cotton. 

2. The New Orleans or Mexican sec>d has been, for the last two years, experimentally 
Bown in patches, in the rich black soils or the cotton-producing talooks, after the setting in 
of both the S. W. and N. E. monsoons, in order to a'fairtrialoeing obtained in reference to 
the general pe,culiarities of climates and seaSODS. The same seed has also been sown in the 
lighter descriptions of garden soils which are moderately assessed, and in lands under new 
wells bearing a dry assessment. 

3. ~amvles of the produce have been.sent by the tahsildars for insp~ction, and they have 
been reqUIred to report from time to tIme on the state of the growmg crops, and on the 
harvest result of the same, and I hat'e availed myself of the opportunity I hale had of 
personally inspectirig the plants in various localities. . 

4. The .result of the experiments shows that the plants sown in the early monsoon in 
June and July have thrived the best, as regardoi such as a.re. entirely dependent on the 
season and periodical rains for means of moisture. Crops sown at this season are ga~hcred 
in September and October, and though deprived of the bright sunny weather expen~n~ed 
in March and Ap;ril, when crops sown on the latter or north-east mon8Ol!n come to ma~~ntYJ 
still the disadvantage appears to be counteracted by the benefit denved from addItIonal 
moisture obtained during the former season following the setting in of the south-west 
monsoon. 

5. In 
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5 In respect to crops so raised on dry land, I fear the experiments do not grve promise 
of a satisfactory result, as I at (lne time anticipated, and it WlIB not until I 'Visited the cotton
producing talooks on JumMm~y for the current Fusly ~at my opinion has ~ndergone 
this chanO'e. The planto sown m the precedmg Fmlly haVIng, on the whole. thnved toler
ably well: led to a hopeful conclusion; but the want of sufficient moisture, which has im
peded the growth of the plants for the current Fusly, has clearly demonstrated that the 
uncert.1inty attendant on a shower of lain being experienced when required, must at all 
times render the result of the hal'V.est of the8e crops precarious. 

6. It may safely be stated that high temperature is not injurious to the plant, which has 
produced abundantly during the hottest weailier, when cultivated nnder irrigation. It, 
however, requires more moisture ilian the seasons generally prevalent in this district can 
lead us to expect will be experiellced. It has been noticed (in respect to dry cultlvation) 
that in such favoured localities, where a good shower of rain has fallen at the time needed, 
.satisfactory results nave ensued, the plants having been enabled to ,"trike their root-8 deep 
into the soil, which, from its clayey nature, retains moisture for some time, su:Bicient to render 
the pla.nt independent of further rain, while other plants sown at the same time and in sClil 
equally rich, butwhi-ch did not derive the Sllme benont ofa fall of rain, yield~dindiiferently, 
and partially failed. In tillS district periodical rains do not follow the setting in of either 
monsoons to'the extent required to insure success in tile culture of the 1'unerican plant; 
partial showers may be received in the months of July and August, during the one season, 
and in November cRnd December dUTjng the other, and such would, perhaps, secure an 
average crop; but this is a contingency regarding whICh the cultivators would not like to 
run any risk; though, in resllcct to the indigenous cotton, they are mdifferent on this score, 
as these crops -are not gep-erally sown unless the fall of rain durmg the N. E. monsoon 
has been sllfficient, and once sown, they afford a tolerable yield, sllOuld no rain ev'Cn jllwe 
fallen up to the period they arrive ai maturity, a. circumstance which must be accounted 
for by the plant bemg more hardy, and from its strik11lg its root more quickly into the 
soil. 

7. The want of moisture periodically appears, tlwrefore, to be the sole drawback to the 
successful production of M'CDcan cotton on dry lands, dependent entrrely on the seasons, 
a disadvantage, however, in this district, which the experim1lnts that have been made .,how 
can be overcome by means of irrigation. There can be no question that this description 
of cotton Ulay be produced to any extent under irrigation, and in comparatively very 
inferior soils. The plants that have been experimentally ~own in lightly assesse(l garden 
lands, and in new well lands (on the latter of which the dry 8bSBBsment is only leviable) 
have in all instances yielded abundantly. They were sown during the month of July, and 
.-eceived only seven or eight watering::; at d~fferent intervals. 

B. As the consumption of water sufficient to ensure a satisfactory crop is thus com
paratively moderate, and, as consequently there is little labour and trouble attendant on 
raisin~ these crops, compared With other descriptions of llroducc under irrigation, the most 
-sangmne hopes may be entertained in respect to the culture of American cotton in the 
descriptions of land above mentioned, provided there was a ready demand for ex,portatioll, 
a demand which, as regards this superior quality of cotton, has Dot heel! loc.a.lly experienced 
in the principal mark!.'t,.; for all kmds of 'agricultural producf'. The additional cost of 
l"aisiBg the produce in l"eferencl' to labour and expense, and to the rent leviable on the land, 
is fully compensated by the increased produce that is raised. 

9. It is to be observed that the American cotton is not so well suited to the wants of 
native ma.nu£aeturers as the indigenous kind, while one of the objections (under the 
lmeentaint.Y of remunerative prices being occasioned by the demand) wbieh the cultivators 
seetn 1;0 have to the culture of the Mexican plant is, that the seed does not ~s the same 
oily substance, and consequent nOUrIshing propel ty as an article of food for cattle, a matter, 
it must be admitted, of some ocmsideration 

10. PrE'judiees to be overcome, apathy or unwillingness to engage in agricultural pursuits
out of the usua.l routine, oannot, I thi.ur, be justly imput.ed to the ryots of this district. 
They seem willing enough to apply themselves to the production of an article of agriculture, 
from which they are led to suppose such valuable result;; conducive to their intere~ts will be 
obtained, but it is very necessary that they should be vracticully convinced that such will be 
the case, and 'this must be effected by the demand inducing parties to make advances, and 
to agree with them for the produce at remunerative prices; for otherwise it can hardly be 
reawnable to suppose that they would be particularly anxious to apply their lands to the 
cultivation of a.n article required by the English manufacturers, when they might turn their 
labour and industry to better account. , .. 

11. The advances tha.t might be so made to the cultiva~s, and the purohases so effected 
by them at prices regulated by the demand in the open market, would greatly tend to effect 
a saving in the cost of production consequent on the Don-employment of middlemen, while 
it would place ryots wbo may be in want of funds for the means of carrying on or extending 
their cultivation abon the nece!!Sity of borrowing, and of giving seeurity for Buch loans on 
the growing .crops, which at mat.Ut'ity they would IDm;t pmbably be obliged to dispose of 
bel~w the market prine. ' , 

12. Premising that any quantity of Mexican cotton might be produced if English capi-
. 'lg6- Sess. 2. K 3- talists 

IL 
Madras. 
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talists employed their agents to make purchases at prices remunerative to the producers, the 
question is, wh,ether such prices would be profitable to the consumers; wtlether, in fact, the 
article could be sold in competition with the produce of America. 

13. The accompanying detailed statement has been prepared on the best information 
,1 have been able to collect from ever~ inquiry made, from the perusal of wbich some opinion 
may be deduced on so important a pomt. • 

14. The result as to the profit derivable by the cultivator is satisfactorily obtained by 
comparing the constituent elements, in the way of costs, that would make up the sum total 
of a candy, or 5001bs. of iudi~enous seeded cotton grown entirely on lauds depeudent on 
the seasons, and of a candy ot American seeded cotton raised under irrigation, with the 
prices of the two descriptions of produce. It is calculated that it requires eight acrcs of dry 
l~d to produCJ'l four candies, or 2,000 lbs., of seed cotton of the indigenous kind, from which 
on~ candy of se~ded co!ton wool is obtainjld, the cost of production, .incl,!din~. average 
assessment on t1us quantIty of land (computed at 2 rupees per acre),-bemg, It will bejer
ceived, Rs.36. 9. 4. The price of four candies of this seed cotton is estimate at 
Rs.'58. 4., leaving a net profit to the cultivator of Rs. 21. 10. 8. for every eight acres of 
land cultivated. It will }->e observed tha~ the price per candy of seeded wool is entered at 
47 l'llpeeS, Rs. n. 4. bemg allowed as the sum procurable for the seed. 

15. The net profit derivable in raising tbe sanle quantity, or a candy or American seeded cot-. 
ton under irrigation, is e~timated at Rs. 26. 12. 6., the produce per acre being not only con
siderably larger, but the proportion of wool to seed also greater, being in the proportion of 
about 33 per cent., while it is about 25 per cent. as regards indigenous cotton. The price 
of the seeded Mexican cotton moreover is high, being calculated at 63 rupees per candy, or 
s.bout 34 per cent., or i d.,in.the pound, over that accnling from tbe sale of the native cotton, 
though I believe the price in the British market in favour of Mexican cotton has been as 
high as 1 d. and 1 ~ d. the lb., according to whicb the profi.t derivable would be proportion
ately greater. 

16. It requires three acres of land (of the description specified), under irriga.tion, to pro
duce this quantity of Beeded American cotton, the average_assessment on which being 18 
rupee~ (or six, rupees per acre), is very little higher than the assessment on the eight acres 
of dry land on whicl~ ,this_ qua~tity of the indigenous kind can be raised, which trifling 
,excess, combined with the increase in the charge!:! incurrible, is more than counterbalanced 
by'the price the superior article commands at the 10w,e5t calculation. 

17. It will be observed that, on the same computation, the profits derivable in raising this 
quantity 01 se~d\!d American cotton onlands under new wells, is considerably greater, owing 
to the light asseSfiment on the dry lands; but this profit of Rs.41. 2. 6. is reduced to 32 
rupees on allowing the ryots 12 per cent. per annum on the cost and outlay expended in the 
construction of the new well, estimated on the average at 100 rupees. 

18. The assessment~ taken on the average above specified of two rupees per acre as regards 
dry lands, and at the rate of six rupees per acre for lands under irrigation, cannot be con
sidered; high compared with the price of the article" when it is considered that the cost of 
prpduction includmO' snch rent is equal to 62 and 53 per cent. respectively of the value of 
the produce raised, ~n garden and new well lands. The yield of both descriptions of l~nd 
un(ler irrigation is reckoned on a par, according to which, as computed,t the cultivator derlv~8 
38 and 47 per cent. of the produce of his garden and new well lands ~9 reimbul'Se blS 
e~penses. _ 

19. On reference to the commercial quotations of the monry market in England, it would 
appear that the New Orleans or Mexican cotton has been selling as high as 6 6 d. the lb., .and 
M.adras indigenous a.t 4d. and 4~ d. Assuming 5! d. to be the average as regards the Mex~can 

, ~d. 

• Cost of Production. Price of Produce. Centage. 

Indigenous~ 

Rs. a. p. R,. a. R,. 
36 9 <i 58 <I - 63 

American. 
<i311 6 70 8 - 62 
37 I) 6 70 8 53 

• 
j 

I 
tProfit. Pl-ice of Produce. Celltage. 
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kind, a.nd the a,"e;.t~e of freight 31. per ton of 20 cwt., or 2,240 lbs., t~e result, as marginally 
noted, would exhibit a profit of Rs.41. 9. 1., or 3/. 19 s. 8 d., denvable on the sale per 
candy of 500 Ibs. in,the English market, the price at which this quantity can be sold for 
being calculated at 119 rupees, or Ill. 9 s. 2 d., while the comparative low price at which 
the same quantity can be brought to the English market, allowing a remunerative profit to 
the producer, and including charges for cost of transit to the port of o;hipment and for freight 
is 78 rupees, or 71. 98. 6 Ii. " 

lrtlculars of Price ae tile Place of CultivatIOn, B8 well as I Market Price I 

Cost of TraD.lt l'relght, &c., for Exportation. at which a 
ComparJJ!()n between 

Columns 4 and 6. 

------.----------.--------~r_-------- Candy~ 

I I 
'650 Lbs. of 1-------;-------1 

nee per 
Candy 
'-merlcnn 
ton in the 
)18trict. 

Cost of 
Transit to 

:&ladru per 
Candy, 

Cost of Freight Mexican Cotton 
per Caody, Total 18 sold 
calculated at of in Englaod, Iocrease, or 

i 

92 Rupees per Columns I calcolated at an Net PI'Ofit at 
Ton of 20 Cwt., 1,2, and 9. I Average Rate 
or 11,240 Lbs. of 6 i d. per Lb. Home. 

Decrease. 

Centage 

between 

Columns 

1 and 6. 

II. 
Madras. 

Centage 

between 

Columns 

5 and 4. 

,6. 6. 7. I 8. 9. ________ ~ __ l ______ _ 3. 4. 1. 

R.. II. P': R.. a. p. RI. a. p, R.. a. p. I 
i I 

Il,. tz. p. ,. 11. p. R •. 11. p. lls. a. p. I lls. a. p. 

78 - - 119 9 1 41 9 1 _I 66 
or 

8 - - 7 - -

£.7 9 6 

• 

20. The above, on the_whole, appears to me satisfactory, ;and I am therefore indu.ced to 
think that, so far as this district is concerned, the obstacles which are supposed to have 
rerorded the cultivation of this staple of superior quality may be overcome, provided the 
difficulty under which the progress to improvement at present labonrs, owing to the want of 
a ready demand in the district, was removed. 

21. lIn respect to the improvement of the quality so much needed of the indigenous 
cotton, I fear, the deficiencies in cleaning and gath~ring will not be remedied unless the 
agents of capitalists place themselves also in direct communication with the cultivators of 
the soil, make advances, and exercise the necessary supervision. The introduction of the 
saw-gin suitable for this nriety_ will do much towards transmitting the article in a cleaner 
state to the port of shipment. as also towards cheapening the production of cleaned cotton, 
'by superseding the tedious method now in use. 

22. 1Vith the system of agriculture no fault can reasonably be found; and there is every 
reason to think that the indigenou~ cottan, ~hough hitherto grown rather for the consump
tion ot'this country than for a foreign market, would not altogether be nnsuited -to the 
wantil of the English manufacturers, if tb,ose who were most interested in its improvement 
and in extending its cultivation took the remedy into their own hands towards the attain
ment of a greater degree of cleanness in the article, made purchases direct from the ryots, 

, and rejected such I\s they considered bad, thus supplanting middlemen, whose object it 
is to roix up as much trash and leaves, &c. so long as they can find purchasers for an 1J.rticle 
so deteriorated. 

23. In my annual report of the Revenue Settlement for Fusly 1258, para. 54, the 
increase in the cultivation of cotton of the indigenous kind is shown to have been 
Acres 12,568. 1. 12 .. the land assessment on which was Rs.20,479. 12. 4. No further 
l'emarks appear in this lliace necessary, further than to state that a stiJI further extension of 
the culture of the article in the black soils may be anticipated, from the circumstance of 
2,663 ~ acres having up to this period been taken up on cowIe, agreeably to the rules iIi 
force, nnd that I ha.,e availed myself of the opportunity I have had of impressing npon the 
ryots the importance attached to careful picking and cleanliness or the article, and of keep
ing unmixed the superior from the inferior kinds of producer I beg here to rectify,a, 
clerical error in respect to the average assessment on the lands ,cultivated with cotton during 
the past Fusly, which should have been entered as Rs.1. 10., and not Rs. 3. 3., as specified 
in para. 54 of my report dated 31st December last. , 

• (signed) J. H. Cochrane, 
CuCldnpah District, Collector. 

Collector's Office, on Circuit at Muddenpully, 
13 April 1850. 
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No. I.-STATEMENT sllowing the ExTENT of LAND required to yield One Candy of AMERICAN COTTON, and the Charges for Cultivation, &c. 
. 

Extent of Land reqUlred to yield one Candy of Cotton, and the Charges for CultlvatlOn, &0. 

Quantlty of Amellcan--ciotton raIsed 1D3 Acres 
of Land irrigated by diJfefent $ources CENTAGE. 

Quantity of " ........ " 
indigenous 

, 
Average dry Between Columns 3 and 4. Between Columns 3 and 5. \ Between Columns 3 anti 6. 

( otton raised-I Quantltyof Assessment of -
on 8 Acres orl Quantltyof Cotton • I Land under 

I 
I 

- I 
I 

, 
I I 

Black Land, Cotton raised produced Itt ' new Walls, I 
solely in lightly Land under ' tOltetlter with 

, ..... ·1 D-~··i deplmdent on I lisse.sed -new Wells_ I Interest, at 12 
the Sea.on. IGar~en land. liable to dry 1 lfer Crnt , ~entage. Increase Decrease. Cantage. Increase. De,rease. Centage. 

Assessment j calculated on 

I 
only. the Outlay. 

1. 2. 3. ". 5. 6. 7. 8. I g. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 
I 

________ 1 ___ 
I -, I ----1----- ---- -------!------------

I ' I . Candles. I I . I 
Quautity produced - 1. Quantify of cotton produced, 

- f at 1 candy of 500 lbs. - - 4 - - S - - 3 - -
I 

3 - - - - I 1 -- - 25 - - - - I - - 25 - - - 1 - - 25 - -
I 

2. Quanttty of seeds - 3 - - 2 - 2 - - 2 - - - - I 1 - - 33 - - - - 1 - - 33 - - - - 1 - - 33 - -- - ~ 

3. Remaining quanttty of seeded • 
cotton - - - - 1 - . 1 -- 1 - - 1 - - - .. - - - - - - - -

Value ot Cotton, kc. 4. A verage value of seeded. cotton 
63 16 16 per candy - - - - 47 - - - - 63 - - 63 - - - - - - 34 - - - - - - 34 - - 16 - - - - 34 - -

5. Value of seeds at 3 rs. I2 a. per 
11 4 7 8 7 8 7 8 3 12 33 3 12 33 3 19 33 candy - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. Total items 4 and 5 - - liS 4 - 70 8 - 70 8 - 70 8 - 12 , - - - 21" - - 12 - . - - 21 - - 12 " . . - 21 · . 
CultivatingChBl·ges,&c. 7. Culttvating charges - - 20 9 " 2511 6 2511 6 25 11 6 IS 2 t - . 25 . - 5 2 2 - - 25 - - 6 2 2 - - 2-5 - --

8. Amount of assessment payable . 
to Government - . - 16 - - 18 - - 910 - 11 10 - 1I - - - - 12 - . - - 13 6 - 8! - . . - 4; 6 - .27 · -

9. Total of items 7 and 8 - - 36 9 4 4311 6 29 I) 6 37 ,') 6 7 II II - - 19 . . - - 8 3 10 22 . - ·-12 II - - II - -
! 

Profit - - - 10. Net profit derivable, after de-
I 

ductong charges as per Item 9 1 
fl'Om UIRt of No.6 - - 21 10 8 26 lil 6 4!1 51 6 33 II 6 :; 1 10 - . 24 - - 20 - - - . 96 . - I 11 7 10 - - 53 · -

11. Average yicld per aele - - 211 " 61410 14 -10 11 - 10 - - - - - - - - -
Centage • . . lil. Botween Items 4 aud 8 - - 3' - - 29 - - 4 - - i 18 -I - - - - - - - - - -- I 

Cuddapalt D18trlct, Collector'. Office, 011 CircUlt at Muddenpull1, (ligoed) J. II. CochraM, 
13 Apnl18.:i0. . Collector • 

O'!l 
o • 



TO PROMOTE THE. CULTIVA.TION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 8,. 
II. 

(No. 16.) lla4ras. -
Para.!. It al'pears from the reports submitted with the foregoing letter, that in the 

Guntoor district 85,099 acres of land were under cotton cultivation in fusly 1258, of which 
,49,715 acres, assessed at 72,642 rupees, were Government land, 8,114 acres rent free enams 
And 27,270 acres enams paying quit rent, amounting to 12,452 rupee./!. Acc.ording to ~ 
prelious rcpo,rt. the extent under this cultivation was only 47,299 acres. 13 Nov. 184ft. 

2. In Tinnevelly, 24,436 chains of sircar land, assessed at 76,336 rupees, were nnder Chain 3.64 acrfs. 
cotton cultivation in fusly 1258, wherellS in fU8ly 1257, the extent was 24,187 chains, 
.assessed at ;3,333 rupees; showin~ a difference in favour of the year under notice of 248 
chains in extent, and 3,003 rupees 10 assessment, besides an increase of 400 chams in the 
enam villaO'es. The crop is reported to have been more favourable, and the exports 
exceeded those of fusly 1257, by 2,439 candies; the cultivation was almost wholly of 
indigenous cotton. The extent of land sown with foreign seed was inconsiderable, 
23 Ai chains, and much of this failed. 

3. It is stated by the Board of Revenue that measures were taken for ascertaining the 
additional quantity of land in SatIoar, the chief cotton-growing talook, thatlDigl1t be brought 
under culth ation if a remission of tax were allowed, and that ryots were found willinO' to 
undertake the cultivation of 1,167 chains, waste, from periods varying from 10 to 30 ye~rs, 
on a remission in some instances of one-fourth, and in others of one-half the regular 
llsse8sment. 

4. Tlie Governor in Council desires to call the attention df the Board of RevE-nue to the 
objections urged by the Honourable Court of Directors to the remission of any portion of Revenue df'PPlIt('Il, 
the assessment of lands taken up for cott')n cultivation, as having" the effect of forcing a 'July 1848, No. 
factitious cultivation, which under ordinary circumstances could not be carried on." A copy 11, para 3. 
of the despatch conveying these sentiments was furnished to the Board of Revenue, in 
.extract minutes of consultation, 1st June 1849, No. 544, for communication to the collectors 
of Coimbat.ore and Tinnevelly. The Governor in Council apprehends that if the lands 
are of thc description stated, "Poonjah waste lands of 10,20 and 30 years' standing," the 
ordinary cowIe rates of the district afford sufficient encouragement for their occupation, in 
whatever way may seem profitable to the ryot, without tJJe necessity of a special indulgence 
to force the cultivation of cotton either indigenous or foreign. The acting collector of 
Tinnevelly is of opinion that the mere granting of remission is not likely to produce any 
material extension of cotton cultivation, and thinks, with justice, that tte certainty of a 
market and remunerating prices are required, and sufficient to promote that object . . 

5. In Coimbat.ore the land employed in cotton cultivation in fusly 1258. was--;-

Poonjab. Garden. Nonjab. 
, 

TOTAL. 

-- --- ---- - - ----
Bullab. Settlement. Bullab. Settlement. Cawnies. Settlement. Settlement. 

--- - -
Govet nment Land . - 26,lJ,O I,H,lIa' 621 7,729 209 504 1,19,346 

. 
"besides 2,446 bullahs of enam lands. The produce, chiefly; indigenous, of the annual and 
triennial yarieties is calculat.ed to ha\e been 32,200 candies of seed cotton, of which 9,600 
are estimated to have been consumed by the growers, and 22,600 brought to market. The 
crop of the present year is generally considered fa, ourable. 

6. In Kurnool 813,368 acres of land were occupied with cotton, of which 54,298 were 
00' ernment, and 32,070 enam, lands; the 13.l·gest portion was cultivated entirely with 
cotton, and the remainder cotton mixed with other produce. The crops suffered from 
blight, but the produce is supposed to have reached 25,700 maund.:j. It should ha.ve been 
stated whether these are Indian maunds, and if not, what maund is intended, and ita 
equivalent in pounds avoirdupois. According to a preyious report the extent of land 13 Noy. lS4tf_ 
under (I(..tton cultivation was only 19,581 acres It is presumed that the late agent has applied 
to Dr. 'Vight for a fresh supply of seed, if Dot. it is desirable that the present agent should 
obtain a. supply, and carry out the views of his predecessor. 

7. In Madura 50,846 cawnies were under cotton cultivation, being 2,355 cawnies below 
the quantity similarly occupied in fusly 1257. the decrease proceeding fr.om the season 
.being h·~s tin'ourable for tIle produ('.tion $-'f cotton. 

296-Se~s. 2. L ... Of 
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11. Of the above extent-
)ladras. .17,482 cawnies, assessed at 41,602 rupees, were cirear, -

Diary,! July 1851: 

2,674" " enam, 
30,689 " " zemindary. 

8. In Bellary 270,257 acres were taken up for this species of cultivation, of which 
165,094 acres, settled at 1,61,843 rupees were circar, and 105,163 acres enam. The ryots 
have been advised to p,ay more atte.nti?n to pickinrr ~d c1eanin~; and experiments, It i 
stated, have been made, and are still m progress, to Improve tne staple by introducin ... 
foreign seed. The acting collector seems fully alive to the importance of the subject, i~ 
which he appears to take much interest. It is observed, ill reference to the cQncluding part 
of ~is letter, that he has been authorised to procure five gins from Dharwar, and that the. 
Superintendent of the experimental cotton farms at Coimbatore has heen directed to suppl! 
him with as many of the cottage saw gins sent out from England as may he requisite, and 
can be spared. . 

9. In Cuddapah 87,309 acres have been under cotton cultivation, in fusly 1258, heinf'P 
12,568 acres above fusly 1257, and it is expected that a further extension will take plac: 
in fusly 1259. Here also, as in Bellary, the attention of the ryots hilS been directed to
the importance of careful picking and cleaning, and of keeping unmixed the superior from 
the inferior kinds of produce. The same measures have been taken as in the case of the 
Bellary district for filrnishing the collector with Dharwar and English gins. 

10. The Board of Revenue have properly noticed the want of uniformity in the state
ments submitted by the several local authorities, and the Governor in Council approves 
of a form of statement having been circulated for the guidanc\' of the collectors in the pro
paration of their future returns. 

(signed) T. P!Jcrofl, 

Fort St. George, 30 August 1850. Secy. to Govt. 

! 
REVENUE Letter from thE' Government of Fort St. George, dated 

7 July 1851, No. 35. 

REFElHUNG to the papers transmitted with our letter in this department~ 
dated 5th December 1848, No. 88, we have the honour to submit for the 
information of your. Honourable Court, copie!\ of reports from the collectors of 
the cotton-growing districts under this Presidency, on the cultivation of cotton 
in their re~pective districts for Fusly 1259, together with a copy of a com
munication from the Board of Revenue with which they were accompanied, 
and an extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 28th June 1851, con· 

-taining our remarks upon the subject. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Cons. of 1 July 1851 • 

.16th June -Received the following. 

(No. 247.) 

From W. H. Boyley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to Sir 'H. C. jJlontgomer!l, 
Bart., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 
1. I am directed by theBoard of Revenue to submit for the information of Government 

the accompanying papers," on the subject of. the cultivation of cotton in certain districts in. 
the Madras Presi~ency during fusly 1259. --

2. A general 

.. From Guntoor, 19 Dec. 1850, in Cons. 2 Jan. 18i>1 j from BeIlary, 27 Nov, in Cons. 12 Dec. 18:;0; 
from Cuddapah, 21 AprIl, in Cons. 9 JUDE-18M j from Kuroool,21 April, in Coni. 9 June 1851; from 
Madura, 13 Dec. 1850, in Cons. 2 Jan. 1€51; from Tinnevelly, 22 Nov., in Cons. 5 Dec. 1850; fron 
Coimbatore, 29 Nov, in Cons. 9 Dec. 1850. 
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2. A general vie\v of the extent of this species of cultivation will be obtained from the 
following statement. . - . 

CircBr Land. TOTAL. 
SUn'a Enam Paying I 
Enam. Quit Hent. 

DISTRICT. I I 

I Extent. Assessment.! Extent. Extent. A6Sessment.'-E-lte~n-t-. -:-!A-ase-s-sm-en-t. 
_______ : ____ 1 _____ :

1
• ________ 1. ____ , ___ _ 

i 
Guntoor 

Bellary -

Cnddapah 

{

only cotton • 
Kuroool 

partly cotton • 

42,7M 

1,35,086 

82,365 

38,548 

4,023 

Rup~e', .Aertll. 

64,752 7,234 

1,71,167 I 65,391 

1,19,865 

52,697 8,717 

4,358 941 

.Acrel/. Rupee.. • .Acrell. 

23,99S 11,039 73,984 

21,955 7,S85 2.22,432 

• I - 82,36S 

61,657 

24 12 4,999 

Rup~s. 

75,792 

1,78,752 

1,19,865 

58,600 

4,369 

14,404 /1 5,901 

I------I-----·I-----I~--------I------~-----
42,571 _57,056 9,658 5,913 66,656 62,970 

Madura· • • 60,229 89,361 2,857 458 7;7 63,545 90,139 

Tinoevelly • • 89,686 75,382 3,331 7,350 7,892 I,OO,31l9 83,275 

CoimbBtOre • • - 1,05,754 1,25,238 5,0589 2,215 1,569. 1,13,558 1,26,807 

-------\----1----:------------
TOTAL • •• 5,58,448 7,02,824 94,062 70,400 I 34,778 7,22,911 7,37,602 

3. It will thus be seen that the whole extent of land occupied with cotton cultivation, 
including enam, was Acres 7,22,911. 10. 9 i., yielding an assessment of Rs. 7,37,602. 12. 4. 
This result is considerably below the outturn of the preceding season; the heavy rains of 
August, September,' and October, having, it is represented, proved prejudicial in the 
majority of the cotton-growing districts to an enlarged occupation of land for the purposes 
of this species of cultivation; on the other hand there was a slight improvement in the 
cotton cultivation of the southernmost districts, Tinnevelly and Coimbatore, though the 
revenue f\'om this source, owing to the lands taken up being assessed at lower rates, 
yielded a smaller amouut thau in the previous fusly. 

4. A comparative view of the two years' cultivation will be seen from the appended 
abstract statem,ent. 

Increase. Decrease. I Fusly 1258. Fusly 1259. 

DISTRICT::,!. ----- - -- -1-----:-----1-----;----

_______ ' _I~~::~ ~~ ::::~i-E-I-te-n-t.-I-A-s-se-s-sm-e-n-t·I-E-I.-te-n-t.- Assessment. 

Guntoor 

Dellary -

Cuddapah • • 

KUlRool 

Madura 

Tmnevelly -

Coimbatoro -

.Acres. 

18,478 

Rupees • 

80,443 

2,~0,257 3,72,329 

87,512 1,26,538 

86,368 Not given 

67,232 1,02,404 

98,457 83,292 

],11.781 1,30,814 

.Acre,. Rupees. .Acres. Rupeell. 

73,984 75,:;'92 • 
, 

2,22,432 1,18,752 - . i . 
82,365 1,19,865 -

66,656 62,970 -

63,545 90,139 -

I : 
1,00,369 83,278 

1,176 1,26,807 1,13,558 

.Acres • 

4,494 

47,825 

5,146 

19,711 

3,687 

Rupee,. 

4,650 

6,667 

12,265 

16 

4,006 

---- ----1·---- -------------·;----1----- I 80,864 TOTAL •• 8,00,087 8,95,816 7,22,911 7,37,602. 3,688 • 
I 

2,21,183 
, 

5. The trial of .American seed is still made to a. very limited extent, and the ryots are 
represented as totally disinclined to change their preseut practice. 

2yG.-Sess. 2. L+- 6. Mr. 

II. 
Madras.-
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6. Mr. Murray's report discusses the subject of cotton cultivation only with reference ~t~ 
the New Orleans tspecies; and the conclusion he arriv~s at is, that while experiments in hi. 
district have, shown that the American seed yields a. larger return than the country produce 
the natives are opposed to its introduction generally, as the climate of Cuddapah appears ~ 
be unfavourable to its growth, and it is liable tG be easily injured. He su"''''ests however 
that the ryots should be supplied with seed from Coimbatore, and should t>be pl~ced unde; 
the instruction of a person who has gained his experience under Dr. Wi",ht. In Madura 
Mt:. ~e F?nclair appears to hav.e, to a small extent, prosecuted the cultiv:tion successfully: 
while m Tlnnevelly a Mr. Lees IS represented as havmg made some successful experiments 
along the coast with the American seed; but, as observed by the Board in their Proceed. 
ings of the 25th July, para. 9, the successful cultivation of the New Orleans specie. of 
cotton in tIie districts under this presidency must depend on a reO'ular demand and assist-
an\e from capit~lists, in the shape of ad~ances. t>, 

(signed) 1Y. H. Bayley, 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
1~ June l851. 

Secretary. 

To W. H. Bayley; Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
I 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying statement, in the form prescribed in 
yOUl' letter of' 25th July last, of the cotton cultivation, and its assessment in this district, 
for Fusly 1259,.A.D.1849-50 .. compared with the preceding y~ar. • 

2. The heavy rains in August, September, and October proved unfavourable to the 
cotton cultivation, and some land upon which this crop was destroyed was afterward! 
appropriated to crops of grain. 

3. The deficiency of 1\,115 acres, with an assessment of 9,301 rupees, is not, however, 
tQ be wholly attributed to the above cause, but partly also to errors which were detected in 
statement of fusly 1258, furnished from two of the talooks, as follows: 

• 
As per Statement for As per 

Difference: ,Deerease. 
Pusly 1258. Corrected Aceount. 

TALOOKS. 
---- --- -- - -

I I , 

Land. Assessment. Land. Assessment. Land. A._sment. 

Acres. c. R8. a. p. Acre •• c. R •• a. p. Acre •• c. RI. a. p. 

Coudaveed . · 7,544 22 9,541 15 9 7,020 31 8,967 7 4 523 31 574 3 5 

lun800ndah - · 8,873 26 5,693 14 8 2,776 21 1,617 5 4 6,097 5 4,076 9 4 

---
~.6;0 36-1 TOT~L . · 16,418 8 15,235 14 5 9,797 12 10,5.84 12 8 4,651 1 9 

This reduces the decrease for fusly 1259 to Acres4,49i. 9., and Rs.4,650. 11. 11. 

4. The outturn of the season is estimated roughly at 17,312 candies, averaging about 
'4 H tooms to the acre; while last ye.1r it was estimated at 24,238 candies, or about. 
5 H tooms to the acre. - , 

5. It nppears from thfil frontier duty a:ccounts that the equivalent ot 200 candies of nn· 
.uressed cott'ln was exported into the Nizam'e cOllntry. The quantity said to have bee!). 
-exported is stated, though pel haps not with great ac-:u racy, as follows: 
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TALOOKS. 

oorapad -C 

N 

I 

araasrowpet 

nDftcoudab 

Guotoor -

, 

-
-
--

Paloaud DI8trict -

1. 

. -- -
- -
- -

I 

- -
TOTAL 

-
-
--
. 
. 

Rough Cotton. 

2. 
----

• Candlu. t. 

- 2a 15 

- - . -
· - - -
· 70 0. 

, 284 15 

· - - -
- - 281 15 

Dressed Cotton. 
Equivalent Total of 

lD 
Rough Cottod. Columns 2 IIDd 4. 

3. 4. a. , 
CandU!I. t. 

I 
CandU!I. t. Cand,e •• t. 

122 12 490 8 7U5 3 

300 0 1,200 0 1,200 0 

100 10 402 0 402 0 

17 6 69 0 139 0 . 
540 '1 2,161 8 2.446 3 

1.440 0 5,760 0 5,760 0 

1,980 7 7.921 8 I 8,206 3 

6. The comparatively small quantity which passed the frontier at the Palnaud, compared 
with the cotton said to have been exported, is explained partly to the greater demand for it in 
the eastern zillahs, and partIy to the business of the high road through the Palnaud, which 
induces the merchants to store it at convenient places, and then, as prices rise, to convey -
the portion destined for Hyderabad by the more circuitous route through the Masulipatam 
district. 

7. There was no cotton exported by sea. Attempts were made to introduce the American 
seed in a few places, to a small extent, in the several talooks; but the ryots; whether from 
indifference or negligence in the culture, were not very successful; nor do the cultivators 
seem disposed to adopt the superior description of American seed, notwithstanding its 
advantages being, as opportunity affords, repeatedly impressed upon them, and one or two 
fine specimens being exhibited of the cotton grown j~ gardens. 

Guntoor Zillah, Collector's 'Office, Crossoor, 
19 December 1850. 

(signed) H. Stokes, 
Collector. 



Sl'ATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND cultivated with COT'roN in the District of Guniool', fo1' Fusly 12SSf. 

F U SLY 12:18. F US L Y 1259. 

Circar Land. 
I Surva 

Su"a Enams'l Enams paying Qlllt Rent. TOTAL. Circar Land. Enams. Enam paying Quit Rent. TOTAL. 
TALOOKS. ---- ---1---.-----1---.-----

I 
' Quit Rent Assessment Quit Rent Auessment 

Acres. Assessment. Acres. Acres. A t Acres. and Acres: Assessment. Acres. Acres. A t Acres. and 
SSC8smen • QUit Rent. ssessmen • Quit Rent. 

----~-------·--I------------ -----.--------------------------
Acres. c. 

1. Praltipad 
__ 8319}3 

2. Martoor 256 29 

3. Mongalugherry 2,335 26 

4. Bapetlllh 

,fl. PonnuT' • - 12 11 

6. Repully. •• -, 

1. Tene.1y· • .' 

B. Guntoor 

9. Cooropad 

10. Condaveed 

11. NBruarowl'et. 

12. Innacondu.J.\ • 

13. Datchapll1ly • 

_ 2,585 -

• 8,103 3/d 

• 5,151 13 1\ 

4,314 30 fa 
0,608 9 {3 

9,455 2 

U. Tlmmercottob • • 11,539 18 

TOTAL • • • 49,715 7 U 

R8. II. p. Acres. c. 

153 8 9 13 18 fH 

(98 13 ;' 

4,936 4 2 

144 18 

556 34 

.0 13 

• 4cre8. c. 

19 6 t~ 

7035 

37633 

R8. II. p. Acres. c. 

4 lQ 6 116 5"6 

19 14 " 742 2 

172 5 0 3,269 13 

R8. II. p. Acre8. c. 
158 3 3 1:10 17 

518 11 II 617 39 

0,108 9 ;' 1,831 26 

19 12 a' • .. ~ - - . . 12 24 19 12 a 10 B 

• • • • • - - - - • • • • • - • •• 10 17 

3,323 4 - 317 0 

12,741 8 11 1,175 5 

201 0 

),124 IOU 

9,139 12 2 1,354 12 t\ 1,038 37 

6,037 13 1 1,604 2 U 1.100 29 U 

5,381 13 7 2.066 O/d 1,199 16 ,\ 

14,49614 4 24.0 13 11,120 13 

72 12 - 3,103 0 3,396 - - 1,816 32 

284 8 2 11,002 24,~ 13,026 1 1 8,464" 

402 3 7 7,544 22 ,'Ie 9,54.1 15 9 4;004 30 

258 I G 7,019 23,'3 6,:<95 14 'I 4,435 10 

312 1 l' 8,873 26 B 5,693 14 8 2,337 13 

a,684 1 3 20,815!8 20,180 15 7 8,321 35 

15,912 7 9 U 10 11,018 19 5,2H 14 11 22,600 7 21,15" 1 8 10,753 29 

72,6"2 - 91 8,114 'I n 27,270 0,\ 112,452 8 9185,099 15 -& I~;-;- 42,7;;; 

E. E. 
Guntoor Zlllab, Collector', Office, Croaaoor, 

19 December 1850. 

RB. II. p. Acres. c. 

259 9 - 15 11 

Acres. c. 

24 7 
11,. II. p. Acres. c • 

5 11 5 189 35 

Rs. II. p. 
265 4 5 

5i9 5 3 

4,107 3 8 

\tl 5 3 

22 3 6 

3,456 8 4 

13,976 10 1 

1,487 'I 5 

6,099 13 -

2.391 H 11 

12,327 8 6 

1',028 .. 9 

64,752 13 8 

395 13 165 3 

590 22 3e5 24 

738 19 270 14 

1,631 16 1,120 31 

1,082 12 1,094 1 

1,617 9 -1,314 27 

899 31 387 9 

(0 15 10 l,li8 15 620 5 I 

133 12 - 2,790 32 4,241 - 6 

10 8 16 5 3 

10 17 22'3 6 

105 2 G 2,82;; 25 3,561 10 10 

297 13 5 11,216 4 14,274 7 6 

474 9 I 6,181 3 7,962 - 6 

466 14 6 7,367 6 6,566 Jl 6 

86 8 - 3,624 13 2,4i8 6 11 

173 35 9,744 30 5.004 14 5 18,240 20 17,332 6 11 . 
90 5 9,:;05 31 4,423 8 2 20,349 2:; 18,151 12 11 

7,234 13/23,995 17IU,03!) 14 2173,984 10 I 75,792 11 10 

(signed) 11. Stolt', 
Collector, 



-10, PRO~OTE'THE CULTIVATION OF C0ITONIN INDIA. 

. -'. "To W: H."Boyley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

S~ . 
1. WITII referfnce to the Board's Proceedings of the .loth January 1849, I have the 

honour 'to submit my special report on cultivation, &c. of cotton in tbis district, for the 
Fusly year just expired. 

2. The annexed is an abstract of the accompanying statement, showing the extent of 
land occupied by cotton culture this year compared with that in the preceding fusly. 

Circar Land -

Enam Land -

I Estent 

~ I 

of 
Cotton Culture 

for 
FUlly 1258. 

1,65,194 

1,05,163 

Estent 
of 

Cotton Culture 
for 

FUBly 1259. 

1,35,086 

87,346 

Comparioon. 

Increase. Decrease. 

30,008 

17,817 
I~----------';----------I----------~---------

- -/ 2,70,2571-=2.,.4.3.2 ..... _-___ -_.1..._4•
7
,.8.2.5_ 

TOTAL 

It will be observed that the ~ultivation fell short this year by 47,825 acres, which wall 
occasioned by the l'ams falling unfavourable fol' the sowing season, but the crop was pretty 
good. ' 

I have already reported to the Board that I have been endeavouring to introduce the 
Darwar saw-gins, and have received nine gUlf; flom that place, eight of which have been 
resold to ryots, and I am taking measures for prucul ing more. When the ryot can be 
prevailed on to p,!!,chase, the Government will be put to no expense, but I shall at the same 
time consider myself at liberty to procure the number sanctioned hy Government for the 
purpose of showlIIg the advantage to be derived from them to ryots unwilhng to purchase 
at pl·esen,t. 

BelIal')' Collet· tor's -Office, on Oi"cuit at Tadputry, 
, 27 Novfmber 1850. 

. (signed) . C. 'Pelllj, Collector • 

II. ' 
Madras.· 

BELLARr. 

See letter to the 
Board, dated 6th 
April 1850. 

STATEMENT, .howing the Total Extent of LAND cultivated with CoTTO'i in the District of BELLA-RY, for 
'Fuslv 1259 , L f . _ prepared agreeably to the Form annexed to the Board Retter 0 the 25th July 1850. 
A.Dl1849-o0, 

NA~IES : 

No. of 

TALOOKS. 

1. 2. 

I Be1lary • -
2 Kumply - -
8 HUfpunhully -
" Koodleghe· .-
5 HoovlDhadugul1 
6 Adonie - -
7 Goollum - -
8 Punchapollem -
9 Gontv - ,-

10 Yadahee - ,_ 
11 Raldroog - -
12 'l'adputry - -

TOTAL - -

CIRCAR LAND. EN AM LAND. 

"'urva. 
Enam. Jodee Enam. 

Acres. Assessment. 

A~re •• A.le •• 

s. 5. 6. 

17,786. 23,554 11,810 3,36:1 
1,979 ],129 791 320 
7,638 6,641 555 933 
1,666 1,534 438 152 

10,399 12,083 768 2.675 
16.300 23,671 9,700 1,059 
19,495 39,725 12,413 5,412 

6,606 12,455 3.774 918 
14.207 20,285 12,893 3.551 
5,885 5,734 3,855 1,320 
4,378 5,338 1,267 1,197 

11.911 14.986 5,584 671 

1 QUII-Rent. 

I 7. 

309 
104 
634 
128 

2,204 
391 

1,808 
440 
842 
285 
218 
177 

Total 
of 

Acrea 
in Column. 
5 and 6. 

8. 

15,173 
1,111 
1,488 

590 
3,443 

10,759 
17,825 

4,682 
16,444 
5,li5 
2,464 
6.255 

TOTAL. 

Ac_ 
in 

Columns 
3 and 8. 

9. 

32,959 
3,090 
9,026 
2,256 

13,842 
27,0511 
37,320 
11,288 
30,6i;\ 
ll,060 
6,842 

18,166 

As.essment 
in 

Columns 
4 and 7. 

10. 

23,663 
1,235 
7.2i5 
1,662 

14,287 
24,062 
41,533 
12,895 
21,127 

6,019 
5,556 

15,163 
-----------·---1-------1--------------1,------1--------1------1 

1,18,150 ],66,935 63,8-18 21,561 I 7,540 85,409 2,03,559 1,74,475 

REMARKS. 

1I. 

, 'l'here helDg lD these 
12 Talooks a great ex
tent of RagOO Land, 
Cotton i. cultivated. 
The following IIX Ta
looks afe cluelly enm
prised of Ragud. -

1st Bellary. 
6 Adoule. 
7 Goollem. 
9 Gooty. 

11 B.aldroog. 
12 Tadpwry. 

1 A Dllntnpoor - : 2,031 638 f 234 121 292 I 855 2,386 660} 
2 P.ngondoh 1 -I ;,940 1,441 \ b53 117 670 8,6)0 1,450 
:I Codecond.h. 41-1 213 9 - - _- 1;- j 9 423 213 In these /ive Talooks 
4 Madog ..... rah • - ' -184 222 2 _ _ 2 486 222 there I ... ery little 
5 Dhurmaverum: - I 6,067 1,718 745 156 901 6,968 1,732 Ragod. 

, ======='============I'============~======, ==~~:I==~=:~=I======' 
TOTAL -:- 'j 16.936 I 4,232 1,543 I 39-1 I' 45 I 1,937 18,873 4,277 

(JUND TOT~L 11,35,086 1~--I,-71-,-16-7-1-6-5-,3·-9-1--1--2-1-.9-;;-5- --7.585 ,-8-7-,3'-4-6-"-2-,2-2-,4-3-2-1'.1--,78-::;;;2 

Bellary Collector', Office, on Cll'cuit Tadputry,} 
27 November 1850. • '(E. E.) (signed) C Pdly. Collector. 

2g6-Sess.2. L3 
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To w:: 11. Bayley. Esq., Secretary to the B~ard of Revenue, Fort St. Geor~e. 

S~ • 
Pala, 1. I HAVE the honour to inform you that the MexIcan cotton lIt'ed supplied by the 

Board of Hevenue, wIth the mtention of improving the cotton grown in this district, and 
thereby beuefitinO' not only Government but also the cultivators, wa~ distrIbuted throughout 
the 14 talooks 1O"'thls di'ltnct, and was sown in the dry-lands "f33 villages and galden land 
of 39 Villages; pGon.lsah and wet land of one village; total 73 villa.ges. The extent and 
assessment of the variolls descriptions of lands appropriatf'd for the cultivation of this 
de'lcription of produce. together with the weight of seeds Bown, is particularll!ed III the 
\1Jargm.* 

\ 2. In sonle talooks the seeds sown faIled tQ germinate, whilst in otbers, after the plants 
reached to a certam height, they were destroyed by blight. In IJoth garden, wet and dry, where 
the plants reached to the extent of flowering, the crops became injured equally on all descrip
ti,lUs of land on which the plants were raised. Whether this fculure is to be attributed to 
the fault of the seed or to the chmate, I feel unable to give a decided opinIOn, but the seed 
collected from that portion which yielded produce was again sawn dUI'mg the current (usly, 
and y,elded .1 very unsatisfactory return. 011 the dry and garden land.; attached to certam 
villages m the northern talooksj Calcoontla, Doovoor, &c;, a bettel' leturn was yielded than 
in any of the other talooks. The accompanYlOg marginal statementf shows the number of 
villages, 'the E'xtent of lollld sown with Mexican cotton, its assessment and the weight of 
seed. The pod of thIS description of cotton IS much larger than t.hat commonly grown in 
the country. the fibre IS longel· and whiter, and the thread manufclctured is of softer and of 
a better quahty than that of the cotton jlUti~el)oug to the country; Out of one maund ~ of 
MeXIcan cotton, includmg- both the seed and the fibre, the produce reahsed IS two-thn'ds seed, 
and olle-tlurd cotton, whIlst lhat of the country' was one-fourth cotton and three-fourths 
seed, showing a preference, in favoW' of Mexican cotton. Under these Circumstance", though 
the MeXican cotton yields a larger return of produce, and the ryotsl are Willing to culttvate, 
knowing it to be of a better quahty', still they object to sowing the Mexican on the plea 

Jhat the return is not sufficiently remunerative for the expense of their labour and indulltry 
on account of the hablhty of the pilluts to inj ury from blight and other causes; they there
fore gIve the preference to Ihe coarser kind less hable to injury. Duling the bllle of the 
annual settlement, the ryot~ were persuaded as much as pOSSible to turn their attention to 
the cultivation and improvement 01 the staple article of cotton, and to be more carefnl both 
in the piaking and cleaning; they were particularly requested to endeavour to acclimatise 
the Mexican cotton to this district which has beell. already shown is of' a spperior quality to 
that, at present produced. 

3-. By the reports received from the tahsildars, as well as from the information I was able 
to gather from the: ryots themselves" I am inclmed to believe, that the sOil or atmosphere in 
this part of the country is. not applicable for the production of thia. specie. of cotton, and I 

have 

Eztent. A_ilL Weight or Seeda 
ScnnI. 

, 
\ 4. t. IT; R,. a. p. 

* Dry' land · - - IS 17 124 10 13 10 692 
Garden ditto · - ~ 2 31 111 26' 6 9 292 
Wet ditto - - . () 1 4. - 10 - IS 
Poonasa~ · - ,;. 0 f 8 - 2 8 4-

-
TOTAL . - - 8 12 13i 38 1 - 893 

, . 
Number of Exteat Amollal Quantity Quautlty 

Village. or t DescriptIon of Land.' in which the of fir J 
Cotton A._ent. Seed. So ..... Cotton 

Produced. Laud. 
Produeed. 

Acres. c. a. R,. a. p. Tolas. Tow. 

Dry - . . ., 14 2 10 71 1 6 10' 45lrj 3,106 

G",rden - - . 18 1 4. l3i 9 16- 2 185 4,6296 

Wet ~ • 1 - - 0 0 8 4- roo 2 30 - . - -
-

TOTAL - . - 33 3 15 13'1 17 10 - 64.3j 7,663 1 - • . 
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have considerable doubts whether this ~pecit"s of produce" ill ever be a staple commodity 
for export from this dIstrict. In order to endeavour to inlroduce tbis description of cotton 
more ulliverllally, it might be advisable to supply the cultivators with seeds produced from 
the cotton fdrm at Coimbatoor, under the management of Or. 'Vight, where the seed has 
been acclimatised fur several years; tbis seed might answer better than that formerly sent. 

4. It might not be unadvisable, in order to carry out the views of Government and lU

struct the cultivators in the mode of culture and the peculiar quahty of the soil required for 
the production of the Mexican cotton, to send a person wbo bas ~ained experience under 
Dr. Wight to instruct the cultivators,- and 1 would beg to suggest that an assistant flOm 
the cotton farm at Coimbatore, capable of giving the necessary information, be requested to 
visit thi!; distl'lct in order to explarn the best method of cultivating Mexican cotton. 

Cuddapah, Collector's Office, 
21 April 1851. 

(signed) 11<1. :Jfurray; 
Acting Collector. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., ~ecretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir" 
I HAVE the honour to forward the report upon the c.ultivation of cotton in the Kurnool 

district for fusly )259, called for in the circulan ()f-the Board, under date 18th January 
1849, and 25th July 18';0. 

2. The accounts received flOm the talooks tippear to show that only 66,656 acres were 
culttvated With cotton in fusly 1259, againl\t 86,368 acres in Fusly ) 258 or 19,712 acres less 
than had been taken up for that cultIvation in the previous year. 

The extent of land on which cotton was grown may be classified under the two following 
heads, and the details of Clrcar and Enam land are also shown. 

Circar land cultivated with cotton only 

Ditto ,dItto, a mixed CI'OP of cotton' and other produce -

Enam land cultIvated with cotton only 

With -a mixed aop .of cotlon and other produce -

Acres. 
38,548 

4,023 

42,571 

23,118 

965 

24,083 

3. In explanation of 'this IVery great falling ,off in the extent 'Of land cultivated with cotton 
in the last fusly, as .compared wjth the previous one, I am informed that the u~usuany 
beavy rains at the commencement of the season of cottO:l sowing operations led nlllDY ryots 
who had unusually cultivated cotton to try some oth!'r crops which they considered less 
likely to suffer injury from the undue excess ()f rain at that period, an~ tbat in many other 
instances where the cotton seeds had been planted and had been destroyed, the attempt to 
raise a cotton crop was aban~oned and other seeds were sown. 

4. The crops llroduced were inferior, lind the price was below thllt of the previous year, 
as shown in the margin.· It will be observed that I have entered the price of cleaned 
cotton, hy whiclll ,merely.mean -catton wool..separated .from the seed, as 1 understand that 
the cultivators hardly ever part with the c .. tton until they have separated the fibre from the 
seed, reserving tbe latter lor .the<l' cattle. I mentiun this .as -l.obeerve-.tbat...in..my predeces
sor's report, the price of uncleaned colton was entered last year. 

5. I am not aware on what data the exports from Kurnool during fusly 1258 were 
entered, nor did Mr. Phillips express any convictIOn of tbelr,accuracy. As there is now 
no available macbinery for obtaining any correct details on these points, I have not 
attempted to frame any estimate of the quantity exported from Kumoo} in fusly 1259._ 

• Average rate per Candy of cleaned Cotton: 

Fusly125~ 

" 1259 

:lg6_-Sess. "2._ L4 

RI. a. 'po 
• 2 2 9 

- 1 13 10 j 

6. Cotton 

II. 
Madra .. 

KURNOOr.. 



No. 

I. 

I 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

.,. 
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6. Cotton is grown in this distriC't on two different kinds of soil, the regur or black soil 
and on the red. The cott?n produced on the former j .. of a ~uperior desc,iption.to that 
grown on the othl'r, and It appears to be the usage of the country not to mix the two 
qualities. 

7. About five acres ofland were planted with the Amelican cotton seed, but as the season 
was so much against the indig~nous cotton, it conld not be expected that a very abundant 
crop would be obtained from the American seed, the produce of which was very small even 
ill the more favourable season which preceded it. 

8. When I received the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date' 30th Septem
ber 1850, the rainy season was too far advanced f"r any alt~mpt to be made to try the 
Mexican cotton seed, and I therefore abstallled from writing to Dr. Wight for a supply 
of seed. 

9. I have now addr~ssed h~m ~n the subject, but when I see the apathy and inuolence of 
most of the rvuts of tIllS district m regard to the state of their land, the httle care which it 
taken of the plant In its growth towards mllturlty, the uttl'r absence of all attempts to deal' 
the ground from weeds and thorny bushes, I,am not very sangullle of their being easlly 
induced to exhibit much interest in the experiment. The lault does not arise entirely liOOl 

indolence of nature, but a bad and oppressive system through a long course of years has had 
the effect of discouraging all energy exerted in the right direction, and the habit wIll not 
be easily overcome. 

10. 1 forward the statement called for,by the Board in their Jetter of the 25th July 1850. 

(signed) 

Kurnoo! Disfrict Agent's Office, on Circuit, 
Ve1gode, 21 April 1851. 

T. D. LU8hington, 

Agent to the Governor. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of Land cultivated with Cotton in the .District o{ KurnooI in Fualy12S9. 

CJrcar Land. Surva EDame. EDams payIng QUIC ReDt. Ten.u. 

TALOOKS. Qui, Renl A_umen! 

Ac .... Aoseol!JDent. Aeres. Acrea. Ac,... and 
.Aueument. Quic Renc • 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 

- -.- --
Acru. g. til. Ra. G. p. 

ChaguImurry · 8,912 27 Sf 13,765 6 -
Su:well · · 14,158 30 4! 18,667 6 3 

Nundial · · 8,231 35 7~ 10,339-14 • 3 
, 

Panniem · · 3,448 15 51 5,721 9 . 
DhoDe· · - 1,869 38 9 1,813 :I 

Goodoor · · 2,220 35 5A 2,617 9 

N undecootcoor · 3,031 25 121 3,534 -
Atcoor · · 647 23 7! -597 2 

42,571 31 ll£ 67,056 1 

Particulars of the 
abllve: • 

Onl,. cotton cultivated 38,548 14 101 52,697 8 

Cotton cultivated, 
together with ,uo. 
gOD,. • - · 4,02317 Ii 4,358 9 

KurneoJ Dlstrict AgeD!'. Office, 00 CirCUIt, Velgode,} 
21 Apnl 1851. 

1 

-
4 

" 
I 

4 

-

4 

.Acru. g. til. ,ACTCI. g. G'. 
1,737 2 6 3,863 5 8 

2,642 18 41 6,3;8 24 6i 

1,544 16 12t 2,832 32 I 

1,309 4 71 882 ~4 Jl~ 

527 2 .. llq 24 i2 0 

448 4 7 - - . 
1,134 28 J) 35023 6~ 

315 16 12~ 94 2 4} 

9,658 36"i0i114,42;-;;-61
1 

8,717 l'i 10 14,401 22 61 

941 19 O! 24 12 a 

R •• G. p. ,ACT". II. IU. Ra. G. p. 

1,534 711 14,512 ~ 6: 15,299 J3 11 

2,454 10 5 23,179 32 151 21,122 - • 
1,341 7 9 12,609 4 6 11.681 6 -

317 5 9 5.63934 81 6.038 14 10 

12 - - 2,421 35 31 l,e25 2 -
. . . 2,116839 12i 2,617 9 " 

16610 0 4.56638 11 3,700 10 " 1'7 6 2 1.057 2 81 684 7 3 

6,913 If> - 66.656 22 121 62,970 - " 

5,901 J5 - 61,657 14 102 58,600 7 ~ 

12 - - 4,999 6 2 4,'169 9 " . 
. 

(.ir;nedl T. D. LtuTungton. 
Agent 10 tbe Gov~. 
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To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Hevenue, Fort St. George. 

SIr, 
1. I HAVE the bonour to transmit the report and statement relative to the cultivation 

of cotton III Fusly 1259, requu'ed by the cilcular orders of the 18th January 1849. 

2. The adverse nature of the season described m my repolt on thejummabundy led to 
a decrease m the cuItlvatJOD, as shown III the margin.* 

The yield per acre IS stated to have been a httle more than three-eIghths pody seed cotton, 
both III Ramnad and TerooIDungalum, III ",hlch the bulk of the cotton grown 10 the dIS

trict lS produced. The alticle IS stated by the tahsildar of Teroomungalum to have been 
good, but from merchants I have heard a different account. The zemllldar of Ramnarl has 
affOlded me no mfOlmatlon on thIS pomt. Probably the quahty of the cotton was better m 
Teroomungalum than e/sl;'where, owing to that tal oak havlllg suffered less from drought than 
the other tracts producmg cotton. The price averaged about 8A rupel's per pody of 
uncleaned cotton. whIch IS 1 ~ in excess of the price of last year, and the whole stock IS 

understood to have been ~old off. Of the actIvIty of the trade I have proof III the number 
of bandies whIch returned with salt from the Tmnevelly district, where the cotton IS screwed 
for the Enghsh markets. 

3 No American cotton was cultivated m this dIstrIct in the Fusly under report, except m 
Amenalknoor, where MI. De Fonrlclalr IS carrymg on all experilDent WIth some su('cess, 
but to a very limited extent The SOlI of tlldt ~emind'lry IS red, 01 approachillg that 
deSCrIptIOn, whereas that of the large tracts cultivated m Ramnad and the TelOomungalum 
alld Jempully talooks is hlack. 

Madura, 13 Decembel 1850. 

• Fusly 1258 
" 1259 

Decrease -

t 1 pody seed cotton, 337 ~ ILs. 

(SIgned) 

Acres. (1$. 

67,232 lab 
- 63,545 5§ 

3,687 8 

R. lJ. Parker, 
Collector. 

3 - - dltto affords 1 pody clean cotton, WhlCh IS 243i Ibs. 

n. 
l\ladras. 

MADURA. 

STATEMENT showmg the Total Extent ot LAND CultIvated WIth COTTON in the DIStrICts of Madura and DmdlguJ, 

for Fusly 1209. 

CIRCA" LAN". ENAMS pay.ng QUIt Relit. TOTAL 

TALOOKS SURl'A ENA" 
Extent of Assessment. Extent of Assessment. Extent of 

Land. Land. Land. Assessment. 

2. 3 4. 5 6 1. 8. 9 

Acres cu. C.Rs. a. 11 Acres. as.l Acres. as. C.Rs. a. p. Acre,. as. C Rs a 

Madacolum - - - - . - - . . 143 3~ 354 8 1 143 3~ 354 8 

Teroomungalum - - 16,549 15i 31,505 14 10 2,150 2l 0 121 372 15 10 18,950 Hi 31,878 14 

1I1eylore - - - - - - - - - -
Ramagherry - · 297 3 414 14 6 - - - - · - - 297 3 414 14 

16,847 2! 81,920 13 4 2,150 
211 

394 01' 727 7 II 19,391 5~ 32,648 5 
I 

Taudlcomboo - - 470 s~1 491 1 2 - . - - · - - 470 8~ 491 1 

Jempully - - · 2,300 31 3,774 9 6 23 lOi . - - - - 2,323 13~ 3,774 9 

Thenkurray - · 1,338' 2~ 1.532 15 7 22 5 - - - - - 1,360 7~ 1,53:l 16 

Nell aoottah - - 1,094 2~ 1,186 11 II 38 104 - - · . - 1,132 I3i 1,180 II 

5,203 O~ 6,985 6 2 84 10 - . - . - 5,287 10~ 6,98u 6 

p. 
I 

8 

6 

3 

2 

6 

7 

11 

2 

--
TOTAL - . · 22,P50 8 38,906 8 

61 
2,284 12l / 394 0,/ 727 7 II 124,679 01 39,638 II 5 

296-~Sess. 2. M (continued) 
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STA!l'lIMENT showing the Total 'Extent of Land cultivated with Cotton in the Districit8 oC Madura, &'c.-conlillued • 

. 
.: , CIRc ... a LAND. ' tuxs paying Quit..Ben"- . T"" ... L • .. 
1 TALaOKS. 

Ez~nt of SURVA £ .... x. . EslenC or Ezteator ~ Land. .A.ueosment. 
Land. A_men" Land. A_Dlene. 

1. 2. \ 3. 4. 6. 6. ". 8. 1I • 
.Ie ... • « 

.Acres. as. Rs. a. p. ~ct'es. 'Ill. Acres. as. R •• a. p. Acre •• lU. R •. a. p. 
1 Ramnad - zeindary 25,889 21 34,228 15 1 96 41 - - - · · 25,985 6j 34,228 15 7 

2 Shevagunga - do. 1;027 31 921 3 1 !4 21. '64 61 • 50 - 3 1,115 13 071 3 , 
3 Siroopaulay - do. - - ..... - - - -\ 

4 Pooliengolum - do. 380 12! 459 9 3 67 141 - - - · .. "8111 459 " 3 

IS J othelDll.lknoor - do. !l0 4 85 14 4 - - - - - · .. ~O 4 85 14 4 

Dhoddappanaiknoor do. 15 15 ~ , 
6 16 1 10 . . . - .. .. - 1515 16 1 10 

7 Oodd~ppanaiknoor do. 156 12 184 4 2 6 01 - - . .. .. 162 12.1 184 4 2 

8 Kellacottay - do. '59 ,51 116 - !! IS 12.1 - - - · - '18 21 116 - 2 

9 Nadoocottay - do. SilO 106 5 9 3S 11 - - - - - 119 11i 100 5 9 

LO Mailacottay - do. 129 5f 210 10 9 61 74 - - - - · 180 13 210 10 9 

Ll Velliacoondum - do. - - - - - - , 
L2 Ayacoody - do. 4,144 131 4,74S 9 10 211 12 - - - · - 4,356 91 4,748 " 10 
l3 Mombaray - do. 38 13f 47 511 - - - - - · - 38 13! 47 611 

:4 Yedyacottay - do. 134 13 96 14 3 - - .. ... .. ... · lU 13 9614 3 

5 Bodynalknoor - do. 69 21 73 9 8 - . - - - - - 69 21 73 9 8 

6 Thavarom - do. - - - - -- - -
7 YeraohekaawKnoOr d~. ..... ..... '- -- - - -
8 Guntamanaiknoor do. 176 4k 193 1 5 - - - - - - · 176 4j 193 1 IS 

9 Cunnewad.r - do. 1,141 !l4! 1,66!;! )0 6 - - - ~ .. - - I,U7 U! 1,662 10 6 

0 Ammianaiknoor do. 95 7£ J33 5 6 2 151 - w - · - 08 7 1113 6 6 

1 Cadavoor- - do. 127 9 141 Ii) 4, 6 t~ I" - - - · 134 oi 141 15 '4 

2 Maroongapoory do. 563 8f 617 5 10 59 121 , - - - w - 623 6 61'7 /) 10 

3 Valoor Moottah - - 3,679 10k 6,242 4 10 38 7~ - - - - · 3,718 2 6,2,2 , 10 

4, CulIYRlunthay ,Moottah 156 5~ 179 15 7 ., - ., w' - "' · 156 5.1 179 15 '1 

5 Rettyembody Mooftah - 8.( 131 3g 4 - - -. - - - - · 84 131 39 4, ~ 
, --'.J:'&'tAL - - .... 38,179 11 M,456 7 7 622 3! 64 6f 50 - :t 88,866 5~ 60,506 7to 

\ 

1 I '11[ GRAND TOTAL - - 60,22914 89,M1 11 2,857 01 458 777 8 , 63,545 51 90,J39 3 ,3 

(E. E.) 

Madura, 11 July 1850. (lignecl) R. D. Parker, Collector. 
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To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St:George. 

Sir, .. ' 
Para. 1. WITH reference to the ol'ders cootaioed in Para... 13:; of Extract from the 

Minutes of Consultation, under date the 5th December 1848. prefixed t~ the Board", 
Proceedings of 18th January 1849, I have the honour to submit a special report on the 
cultivation, &c. of cotton in this district for Fusly 1259. 

2. The fonowin~ is the abstract statemeJ:lt of the land employed for the cultivation of 
indigenous and foreign cotton in FU$ly 1259, in comparison with the previous year Fusly 
1258, from which it will be seen that there is a net increase in cultivation during the Fusiy 
under report to the extent of chains 525fi, composed of a gross increase of chains 539n in 
country, and a gross decrease of 13~1 m foreign varieties. The reaSon of the decrease in 
the cultivation of foreip:n cotton is the temporary discontinuance of the cultivation of this 
product on account of Government, at the commencement of the Fusly under report. The 
cotton farm having been subsequently revived" a\ld 'a private experimentalist, .Mr. David 
Lee (whose name has been mentioned lD the public prints) having taken up ~ small quantity 
01 land for trial with American cotton, has prevented this Item from totally disappearing 
f .. om the account. I may here observe, that the apparent success of Mr. Lee's first enter
prise is likely to lead to a considerable extension of AlJlerican cotton cultivation along the 
coast during the pl'esent Fusly; and if the present expectation is fulfilled, it may lead to 
consequences of great moment to England, as well as India. 

3. Reverting to the subjoined statement, it will be seen that there ",as a slight decrease 
of RS.16. 6. 9. in the beriz* notwithstanding the i.ncrease ill. extent of culuv.a.twn.. This is 
owing to lands paying a lower rate of assessment having beeJ1 occupied to a greater extent 
ill Pusly 1259 than in. the previous Fu,s]y. 

COTTON CUl.1'IVA.TION for l1usIies 1258 and 1259. 

1I. 
Madras. 

TINNEVELLY. 

FUlLY 1258. FulLY 1259. INCREASE. DECREAS!. 

VILLAGES. E'IteDt ElOtent Extent EPO·C of Teerwah. of Temuh. of Teerwah. of Teerwah. 
Cultivation. , Cultivatjon. Cultivation. Cultivation. , 

1. 2. 3. 4. ,5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 
_ 40 

CAai,... Co.'. H, • ... ,. C/uJim, Co.',R,. 4. p. CADi,... Co.'.R.. a. p. C/Ja." •• 
I Ayea village. . 24,436;\ 76,336 J3 • 24,663H 75,382 11 2 227H ~ . - . . 
Surva EDam ditto · 8SGI .. . . 916ft - . . 2PS - -. 
Jodegy !bUD . · 1,752. 6,955 3 • 2,021& 7,89214 n 268~ 937 11 9 -

--.-- -. 
'JOTALS .. - · • :27,0753". 83,292 - 10 27,6008 83.275 10 1 .525~ 93111 9 . -

• - Deduct Inr.rease - . 
• Of"hic~ 

ldam Pqootby - · 5,169~ - - .' 2,1124& - Net Decrease - -
,opan diteo . - · 21,872/s ~ - - 24,657lt -
oreign coUoa ... ~ · 831t . - . 19B -

4. The cotton crop turned out well in the Fusly under review, and the exports of this 
article dW'ing the year exceeded those of the precedmg one by 997 candies. as sllQw!1 in the 
maroin"'; but the prices of cotton, wbich. inFusly l2~ were 611 to 51 rupees per candy at 
the ~eaports of this district. ranged, dUlling Fusly 121)9, from 45 to 70 rupees, owing to 
a greater demand for the article. 

5. The ryots were all advised, at tbe time G)f their assembling for the distribution of 
pllttabs, of t.he advantages that would result from attending to careful culture. picking and 
cleaning of cotton. 

6. A state.ment, in the form which acc:.Qmpanied your letter of the 25th JU]11a8t, is her~ 
with forwarded. 

Tinnevelly, 
22 November 1850 .. 

(signed) C,J. Bird, 
Ac;ting Collector. 

2g6-Sess. 2. M2 STATEMENT 

CQ:,R.. a. I' 
954 2 6 

-.-

-.-

954 2 6 

- 937 11 9 

- 16 6 9 

c •. 
• FUlly 1258 _ 21.52 

" 12590. 22,51' 

Increall& • 99 



stATEMENT h . th T tal E tent of LAND Cultivated with COTTON in the District of Tinnevelly in Fusly 1259 8 OWlDg e ° x , 

CIRCAR LAND. SURVA ENAMS. ENAMS PAYING QUIT.RENT. I TOTAL 
; 

;! 

I i - Quit Rent • A ..... mentand 

" Chains. Acres. Assessment. Chains. Acres. Chains. Acres. Assessment. Chain .. Acres. QuitR.nt. 
Il1 

\ 
--. 

1. 
, 2- 3. 4. 5. 6. 7'. 8. 9. JO. 11. 12. 13. 

-, . 
-

COLLECTOR'S DIVISION: C.Rs. a. p •• . C.Rs. Q. p . C.Rs. a. ". . 
1 Nelliumbtdum .. · - 739l. 2,687H 923 12 5 22}~ SOli\- 345-J 1,255H 470 9 10 1,106H 4,023-/" 1,394 6 8 

2 Vedoogramum .. · · 590H- 2,147,.'!§" 1,504 L .. . · - .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 500n 2,147b 1,504 1 -
3 Tencausy .. .. .. .. 460-/2 1,673H 1,100 I! 9 .. .. . .. - . . ~ . .. . 460.,)- 1,67:3H 1,10011 9 

4 Sauttoor . .. .. - 4,615H 16,784H 20,820 1 9 365ia- 1,29Ih 550n 2,OO1H 2,471 15 8 5,5213"\ 20,0771£ 23,292 1 5 

6 Stree?goontu~ · - 1,5931 5.793H 4,412 8 2- 210 I 765H 671 207 ! 93 U 8 1,860 i 6,767.,,\: 4,606 6 10 

0 Ottapedarum - • - · 2,727;. 9,916H- 9,790 12 9 68H 249B- 3R8n 1,4113"\ 1,330 15 6 3,183H- l1,57iH 11,121 12 3 

7 Punjamaul .. . · .. 3,201U 1l,643!! 1,251 9 3. 157ft 574t. 2-196 9n 1 3 6 3,362U 12,226H 1,252_ 12 9 

8 N aug-0onary .. .. · · J,516H 5,513H 2,247 8 9 15 i 671 17 j 63H 12 15 1 1,649H ",633H 2,260 7 10 

9 Vullyoor . .. · .. 1,620H °1892H 2,146 6 9 . · .. .. . .. .. .. .. - .. - .1,620H 5,892H 2,146 6 9 

TOTAL . .. .. 17,064-H 62,053U 44,197 .8 7 S29H 3,017H 1,360n 4,948U 4,381 10 31 19,255 ! I 70,02Oli 48,579 2 10 
I 

Sl1:B,COLLBCTOR'S DIVISION: , 
10 Shermadavy • .. .. .. 286U : 1,041U 283 2 2 .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. - - .. 286H 1,0Un 283 2 2 . 
11 Bramadaaum - .. · .. .651 t 2,870H 1,056 6 'I - · .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. - 6511 2,87Oit 1,056 6 7 

)2 Suevellypootoor .. .. .. 4,184H 15,216H 19,518 5 6 86 i 814a-'. 73 ;'a- 267a\- 299 12 " 4,344h 16,797H 19,813 I 10 

18 Shenkernioorcoil . .. .. 2,476-/ ... 9,00411' 10,832 " " .. .. .. . 581 2,1S4H 3.211 8 4 8,0631a 1l,189H 18,,543 J2 8 

--
TOTAL . . .. 7,G08U 27,633b 81,185 2 'I 86 a 814a'tc 6601a 2,e01H 3,511 " 8 8,BeliU 80,848H 84,696 1 8 

• == ==---=-=== -' 
GUND TOT.u. .. - .. 24,663H 89,68681 75,382 II 2 U1GH 8,331:! 2,021H 1,35OH '1,892 14 11 27.600n 1,00,869-111' 83,275 JO I 

. TinneveUy, 11 July 1850. (E. E) (signed) C. J. Bird. 
Aeong Collector. 
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11. 

Madra 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 
PARA.. J. I Ilave the honour to forward a statement of cotton cultivation in this district, COIMBA'I 

in Fuslv 12:'9, prepared in the form received with the Board's letter of the 25th July last. 
1849-50, ' 

2. The extent of cotton lands in the present year amounts to 1,13,558-& acres, assessed 
at R,. 1,31,632. 2. 5., and bearing ~ demand of RI. 1,~1,970. 10. 9. 

3. The estimated quantity of produce is 32,152 candies of seed cotton; or- which 
about 10,540 candies were consumed by the growers: the net quantity brought to ~be 
market being 21,612. Of this, 12,1)50 candies of seed cotton, or 2,9511 of wool, were 
exported as exhibited in the margin,· and the residue 9,062 are on stock. 

4. The price paid for a candy of wool by the home merchant was 50 rupees, and that 
obtained by him fiom the exporter, was 62 rupees. 

5. The diminished exports are attributed by'the Bombay native merchants here, to a want 
of fair demand in that Presidency. . 

Coimbatore,29 November 1850. (signed) 

• Tit Bombay. 

To Madras . . 
To Salem 

To TinDevelll 

To Madraa . .. . . 
To Calicut 

• 

. 296-Sess. 2. M3 

." 

E. B. Thomas, 
Acting PI. Collector. 

1,320 candies. 

270 
" 

749 
" 

400 
" 

100 
" . 

112l " 
2,9511 I, 

STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT showing the Extent or LUD Cultivated with COTl'O • 

GOVERNMENT LANDS. 
. . . . J' . . 
-

No. TAJ;.OOKS. PUlljab Land, iJWlw!Ipg CowJ~. Garde. L..w. including Cowie. Nunja Land, illCl.d"IJ Cowl •• 

Acre •• As:,e8&ment.. Settl.mellt. Ac .... s. .Aaoeaament. Settlement • Ac ..... A_en&. Settlement. 

1. 2. 3. ' 4. 6. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. --- -
.4.cru. B •. a. ". R •. /lop. Acrt,. lU. G.p. R.. /I. JI. "'crll. lb. •• p. II,. ..p. 

1. COimbatore · .\ 9,556 0 11,630 211 11.630 211 608 7! 1,915 8 6 1,729 15 6 · · · · · · · \ 

2. I SuttlaJDUngalWD 

3. Denolkcn Cottab 

•• 
6. 

6., 

'1. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

No. 

1. 

2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

S. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. . 
10• 

Colligal - -
Pulacby - -
Parilldoray -
Audloor · -
Errode · · 
Dbarapoorum -
Kaogbiem, · 
Caroor · -
Cbeyoor .. -
Pulludum - -
Cbuckrugberry • 

Neilgberry -
TOTAL --

Talooks. 

J. 

Coimbatore -
Sllttiamuogalum 

DenOikeo Coltab 

Colliga! - -
Pllla~hr - -
Pariudoray -
Audioor - -
Errode - -
Dbarapooru~ -
Kang~iem -
Caloor · -
Cheyoor - .. 
Pulludum - -

I 
Cbnckrugberry .. 
Nellgberry -

TOUL - -• 

Coimbatore, } 
11 July 1850 •• 

1,370 1 1."7 J4 3. 1.42g. 10 • 41 31 139 Ii 1 79 " 9 .. .. .. · · · · 
406 O! 472 10 It 472 10 9 3S 3i- J32 U 'I 132 11 '1 · .. · · · · -
827 8j 947 2 6 947 2 6 - - . - - - - . · · · - · · · . 

',125 2! 10,135 6 6 10,135 • 6 !iiI 6! 668 6 • 663 .. 8 36 61 22. l! 1 61 a 2 

]2,45. ]3l 13,278 4' 9 13,254 12 2 346 3 J,159 3 6 li56 8 7 25 8t 174 " 4 39 - 7 

3li1 12" 397 1 6 397 l' Ji ... .. . .. · .. .. .. · - .. .. · · -
5,610 15 5,664 411 5,661 14 11 93 13 325 6 11 197 1 3 · - · - - · · -
2,001 6t 1,966 3 - IJl66 3 - 46 2l 186 a 10 18e, • 10 46 1 259 15 " 51 11 8 

14,828 21 9,ll7 11 7 9,117 11 '1 .. - - .. · - . - .. · .. · · · · 
2,269 10! 1,608 3 8 1,608 8 8 11 6! 42 t '1 42 6 7 .. .. .. .. .. · · 
3,435 Ii 3,699 10 - 3,673 B - 207 ~Oi 614 8 8 377 a 1> 117 a 872 all 164 10 " 

29,679 13 34,813 II 7 34,806 8 9 716 121 3,306 " 1 2,655 8 2 78 16 480 -11 150 1 • 
12,707 111 16,884 11 2 16,884 11 2 626 16~ 2,479 a 9 2,337 U II 40 6j 162 7 1 162 7 J 

- - - - - - - - --
1,02,624 it l,l~Ofl2 J5 11 1,11,985 11 11 2,788 5 10,998 3 6 8,957 11 I 3"1 8~ 2,177 I 8 629 2 If 

- SURV A ENAI\1' LANDS. 

, Nujah. TotaL Punjab. . 
Acrea. A ..... menl. Settlement. Acres. Aase.smenl:. Settllment. Acrea. A .... meat. Settl.me.t. , 

20. 2L 22. 23. 24. 25. 2S. 27. 28. 

--------
Acre •• RI. ". p. B .. a.p. Acre •• ,Ro. A. JI. II, • ... p. Act''''' Il,. a. p. R,. a. p. 

. - - · - - - 378 J5i 469 12 1 - .. . . · .. . . - .. 
- . · '0, ., - - 126 141 152 12 , - .. - 912 12 2 8 3 12 a 

- - - .- .. ~ - - - - - - - .. .. . - · .. . - . .. 
- - - - - .. · .. - . - .. - - · .. .. .. - .. .. .. · 
. - .. · - - - 169 6t 225 6 5 .. - - .. - .. - . - · 

\ 

- - - - - . - 101 9 107 6 4 .. - .9 J 7 • - :I 9 II 

- - - - .. - - - - - . . . - · .. . .. .. - .. .. .. 
- - - - .. - - 100 4i 103 7 8 - .. 37 J3i 40 1 6 9 11 10 

- - - - ~ - · 13 6 19 11 1 . · 614, 6 - 7 - 10 I 

• 1,189 a " 9 - - - - - ~ .. . &,'10ir- 7i lI,976 14 9 .. .. 1,969 II 5 813 

- - - - - - · . - - .. - - - · - .. · . - - - .. 

- .. · · . - .. 93 6 120 " 5 . .. 28 It 22 • 3 3 & a 

- - · - .. - · 653 10 848 2 9 - - 138 121 193 1 1> 34 12 II 

2 lOi 13 3 6 - - 351 21 60013 4 .. .. - - - .. .. - .. .. 
\ - - - - - - - - -

---------------
2 101 13 3 6 - - 6,589 21 4,824' 9 3 - - 2,200 OJ 1,470 5 10 368 I; 10 



, 

TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION' OF COTTON IN INDIA. 95 

in the District or Coimbatore, for FUBly 1259. , 

... GOVERNMENT LANDS • 

Total. Punjab. • Gardea. 

~cret. A._menL Settlement. A ...... AtIIe06IDeot. Settlement. Aer ... Aue.menl. Setll.menL 

11. 12. 13. 1'. la. 16. 17. 18. 19. -
Jere •• RI. a. p. Jl&. 4. p. "'ere,. lU. a. p. lU. ..p. .tier ... R •• II. p: lU. a. fl. 

10,16' 'i 13,6'a 11 " 13,360 2 :I 362 lSi "33 7 6 - - . 1! 2 36 " 7 -
J,411 4l J,687 3, " l,a08 "15 5 12a' Jl 146 7 9 - - - 1 131 6 " 3 -

4H , 605 6 " 605 6 , - - - - - -
~ 827 8t P'7 2 5 947 II 5 - - - - -- -, 

7,312 1at 11,031 18 9 JO,859 10 2 165 9i 208 I II - ~ - 3 IS 16 1" 3 -
J2,826 9 14,611 12 6 13,850 5 4 JOI 9 107 5 " - , - --

351 12t 397 1 5 897 1 II - - - - - -
5,704 12 ' 5,989 11 10 5,859 - 2 100 41 103 7 8 - .. - -
2,092 9i 

. 
6 2 2,204 2 6 2,412 18 6 19 11 1 - - - -

14,828 21 9,117 11 7 9,U7 II 7 3,705 71 2,276 14 2 - f - - ..... 
2,281 11 1,650 10 3 1,650 10 3 - - - - - -
3.759 15t 5,216 6 1 4,216 5 9 89 5 105 , 8 - - - " 1 1'15 9 -

30,473 8i- 38,598 13 7 37,61,2 - 7 545 8i 796 l' 1 - - - 8 11 51 " 8 ~ 

13,275 Ii 19,628 6 - J9,384 15 9 348 8t 487 910 - - - -
- - - - - - - - ---- -------- ----

1,05:75' 0 1,26,238 Ii 1 1,21,572 9 II 5,557 9i 4,685 10 8 . - ~ 28 il5 125 Jl 6 -
ENAM LANDS PAYING QUlTRENTS. 

. 
Cuden. :til1ujab. 'rota!. TOTAL. 

Acre .. A ... stment. Settlemellt. Acr ... AssesomeoC. Settlement. Acree. Aoseaoment. Settlement. Acres. A_ment. Settlement. 

29. 80. 31. 32. 3S. 34. 35. 36. 37. 88. 3t. 40. 

-----------' . -----, --
.Acre •• lU. II. p. Ba. II. ;. "'cru. RB • II. fl. lU. 11.1'. .tier ... RI. /I. 1'. lU . Q. p. .Acre •• RI. II. JI, B. a. p. 

9 11! 40 1 11 15 - 5 - - - - - 9 1J! 40 1 11 15 - 5 10,548 21 14,055 9 4 13,375 2 10 

- - - · - - - · - - 9 12 12 2 8 3 12 3 1,547 141 1,752 2 ~ 1,512 1I 8 

- - · · - - . - . - - - - - - - - 444 4 605 6 " 605 6 " - - - - - - ~ · . . . - . - . - - 827 81 947 2 5 947 2 5 
, - - · - . - - · - - - - - .. - - - '7,482 5i 11,257 " 2 JO,859 10 2 . - - - - - - - · - - 9 I ; 4 - 2- 9 9 12,937 S' J4,726 5 10 13.852 15 1 . 

- . · .. .. - . · - . - - - .. - - - 851 121 39'1 1 5 397 "I 5 

- - - · - - - - - - 37 13i 40 1 6 9,11 10 5,842 14j 6,133 5 - 5,868 12 -
- - .. · . - - · .. .. 6 1411 6 - .., 

- 10 1 2,112 14, 2,438 1 10 2,204 12 7 

- - .. • " .. .. .. '" .. 1,969 9 l,l89 r 5 3'13 " 9 ~O.503 2! 12,!l83 '18 2 9,431 - 4 

- - ~ - .. - - - .. - -.. -J -.. - - - - 2,281 Ii 1,650 10 3 1.650 10 3 

- - - .. - 5 41 58 111 " 14 11 - " 7 18 3 3 3,886 12 5,417 15 7 4.233 9 -
- - · ... '" - ... - - - 138 u!1 193 1 I) 841211 :11.166 1'; 39.640 1 9 3i,646 13 6 , 

- - - - ~ - - - .. - . - ., - - - - 13,626 41 20,027 a 4 19,384 15 ~ 
- - - - - - - - -- - .... ---9 11! 40 1 11 15 - .5, Ii 41 b8 12 " 14 11 - 2,215 Oii 1,b69 " 1 398 1 8 1,13,558 3 1,31,632 II Ji 1,21,970 1Q 9 • 

2g6-Sess. 2. 
(E. Eo), 

. M4 

(oignea) B. B. TMma., 
Actmg pi Collector. 
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" 1259·7,22,911 

77,176 
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(No. 634.) 

P~ra. 1. IT appears from the reports received with the .above I~tt~r that 7,22,911 acre., 
bearmg ,an assessmE'nt of ',37,602 rupees, have been cultIvated with cotton in Fusly 1269 
in the seven chie~ cotton-~ro~ing districts of th~ Madras Presidency.. The land occupied. 
was of the followmg descriptions: 

• 

Government land bearing assessment -

Surva enam, or rent-free lands 

Enam lands, paying a quit rent -
\ 

TOTAL 

Estellt ill Acret. A_meIlL 

6,68,448 7,02,824 

94,Q62 

70,400 31,778 --
',22,910 7,3'7,602 

2. 'fhe cultivation of ~usly 1259 fell short of that of the preceding year in 77 176 
acres, which occurred in all but the two dIstricts of TmnevE'lly and Coimbatore. Tho 
falling off in Bellary was to the extent of 47,825 acres. and in KurilOol 19711. In the 
thr~e other dist.ricts the decrease was less considerable. Tbls result is ascribed to the heavy 
rains of August, September, and October having proved prE'judicial ., to an enlaraed occu. 

--- pation of land for the purposes of this species .of cultivation." .., 

lated 28 Feb. 
853, No. 8+ 

>y. 29 Apfilt 853, 
~os. 40 lo 42. 

No. 40. 

3. The trial of American seed, it is stated, is still made to a very limited extent. 

:Fort St Geo,rge, 
28 J~ne 1851. 

(signed) T. Pycroft. 
8~cretary to Government. 

REVENUE Let~er from the Government of Fort St. George, dated 6 May 1853. 
{No. 21.) . 

WE have the honour to forward, for the information of your Honourable 
Court, copy of a communication from the Board of Revenue, submitting the 
reports of the collectors of the cotton· growing districts under this Presidency 
on the cullivatlOn of'cotton during }<'usly 1260. and beg leave to 'refer your 
Honourable Court to our proceedings of the date noted In the margin for the 
observations and orders we have recorded on the subject. 

2. Your Honourable Court will observe, from the papers now submitted, that 
the land rent can exercise but an inconsiderable influence on the price of 
American cotton, and consequentJy in checking its production, it belDg Jess, 
on the average, than one rupee the acre, and the average produce' per acre 
being 2501bs.t 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Cons., 29th April 1853. 

2d Mareh.-Received the following letter :-. 

(No. 84.} 

From W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to Sir H. C. MontgomeTY, 
, Bart., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I AM directed by the Board of Revenue to submit, for the information of the 

Right honourable the Governor in Counei4 the accompanying annual reporta ~ on the 
subject 

• Guntoor, Bellar,.. Cuddapah, Kurnool, Madura. TinneveU,., and Coimbatore .. 
, t Extract Minutes of Consultation, 27th Apnl 1853, para. 2, from Collector oC Coimktore to 
Board of Revenue, 7th October 1851_ para. 3. . _ 

:t: Prom Guntllor, 1,; January, in Cons., 5 February 1852. From GUlltoor, 13th J.mualy,in Coni., 
23 February 18S2. From Bellary, 15 lJecember 1851, 10 Cons., HI Janunry t8Sl. J,'rom Cud
dapab, 14 April, in Call"" 6 May 18.1)2. from Cuddapah, 13th April, in Conl,20 May 1852. From 
~urnool, 23 September, in Cons" 11 October 1852. From Kur"lioJ, 119 No,,,,mbt'r, in Cona., 
2'f>.Dt:cember 1 flS'Z. From Kurnool, 26 January, in COilS., 2. February 1853. Frolu Madu,ra, 8th, 
in Cons., 15 Decl'mber 1851. From Tinnevelly, 17th, in Cons., 27 November 1851. From Coim. 
batore, ";'tb, ill COliS., '3 October 1851. From Nellore, 9th, in Coni, IS November 1852. From 
Canara, IJ Mar.h, in Cons., 19 Aprillt!52. 
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subjeet of the cultivation of cotton in certain distriets of this presidency~ during the fusly 
1260, and on the extent to which the adulteration of that article is practised in those 
provinces. 

2. A general view Clf the quantity of land cultivated, and of the assessment thereon, is 
exhibited in the annexed statement: 

CIRCAR LAND. 
SURVA ENAMS PA nNG QUIT. 
ENAM. RENT. TOTAL. 

DISTRICT. 

A88e8sment.1 Extent. Extent. Extent. Assessment. Extent. Assessment • 

Acrll. R,. .,Acre •• Alire', RI, Acre,. B., 

Guntoor. - 50,358 74,978 8,210 29,958 13,991 88,526 88,969 

1leUary • - 1,40,075 1,87,043 71,180 29,674 10,621 2,41.1129 1,97,66-1 

Cuddapah · 55,345 80,400 26,810 9,254 4.663 91,409 85,063' . 

J'urnool. · 69,531 86,843 14,368 31,969 9,790 1,15,868 96,633 

l-Iadura - · 70,692 1,06,131 3,501 494 172 14,681 1.07,503 

Tinnevelly · 1,07,637 95,384 3,022 1,068 8,460 1,17,727 1,03,844 

Coimbatore · 1,15,911 1,42,864 5,413 2,483 1,861 1,23,807 1,44,725 

NeUore • · 61°77 8,995 "351 946 1,501 7,374 10.496 

TOTAL -- 6,15,626' 7,83,238 1,33,455 1,11,846 51,659 8,60,927 8,34,897 

3. It will thus be observed that the entire extent of land cultivated with cotton during the 
year under report was 8,60,927 acres (including enams), yielding an assessment of 8,34,897 
rupees. This result exeeeds the out-tum of the preceding season by not less than 1,38,018 
acres in extent of land, 'and 1,46,539 rupees in regard to assessment~ and is attributed to the 
season having been favourable for the cultivation of cotton, and to enhanced prices prevailing 
in/ the market, and creating a demand for the same. . 

4. A' comparative view of the extent of ctIltivation in the different districts in fusly 1260. 
and in the year preceding, is exhibited in the following abstract statement:-

DISTRICT. 

G untoor -

Bellary -

Cuddapah 

urnool -

adura -

unevolly 

oimbatore 

K 

M 

Ti 

C 

-
· 
-
· -
-
· 

~ 

· 
· -
· 
· 
· 

TOTAL _. 

FUSLY 1259. 

Extent. Assessment. 

.A.C1'ea, Ra. 

73,984 75,192 

2,22,432 1,78,752 

82,365 70,623 

66,656 6:!,970 

63,545 90,139 

1,00,369 83,275 

1,13,558 1,26,807 

7,22,909 6,88,338 

FUSLY 1260. INCREASE. DECREASE. 

~ 

Extent. Assessment. Extent. AssellSment. Extent. Assessmen: 

Acre •• RI. .A.I:1'I" RI. .A.crel • lU. 

88,526 88,969 14,542 13,177 -
2,41,529 1,91,664 19,097 18,912 .... -

91,409 85,063 9,044 14,440 - -
1,1~,B6B 96,633 49,212 33,663 - -

74,687 1,07,503 11,142 17,364 - -
1,17,727 1,03,844 17,358 20,569 - -
1,23,807 1,44,725 10,249 17,918 - -
8,53,553 8,24,401 1,30,644 1,36,043 - -, 

5. The greatest increase has occurred in the district of Kurnool, where 49,212 acres 0 

land were cultivated with cotton in Fusly 1260 more than in the year preceding. 

6. The collector of Bellaryt in para. 5 of his Jetter, details the experiments made wid 
two saw gins obtained from Dharwar by a cotton merchant, in the Iloovin~uddagull~ 
Talook, the result of which trial has been very satisfactory. Each gin was worked by foul 
men from morning to night, and cleaned during that time 12 maunds of seed cotton, yieldiPf 
a. produce of four maunds; and as the hire of the four coolies amounted to 12 rupees pe 
mensem, the cost of cleaning the 12 maunds amounted to about six and a half annas, wllilc 
by the common gin the collector states it would have been one rupee, thus effecting a sa"inf 
of 59~ per cent., besides'giving a better cleaned anic1e. Although, in estimating the amoun 
?f saving, it is necessary to take into consideration the cos~ o~ the m~chine employed, lye 
It appears to the Board that the extended use of saw gms m cleanmg cotton would b. 

- ... - -- --- ••• 'I • 
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that can be obtained, 11& it will be seen by'a,referenoe to the. workcited.in the margin.- that 
with the ,aid of a saw gin. a man in America is enabled to separate three cwts. in .a. day or 
about four times the quantity reported in Mr. Pelly's letter. Two carpenters 'for the rePair 
oflhe gins were. sanctioned for s~ months, in Extract Minutes Consultation 6th January 
1852. ' 

• 7. The trial of American see~ is st~ m~de to a very li~it~d elC.!ent, ~wing to the hesita
tIon of the ryots to undertake Its cultivation; tbe only dlStncts lD which it hns been tried 
are Tinnevelly. Coimbatore, Bellliry} and Cuddapah. 

8. In Tinnevelly tbe seed has been tried both on the coast by Mr. Lees, and in the 
Governme]lt farm of Sevacaussey by Mr. Cuxton, and-the experiments, as far as they have 
gone, show thltt the soil and air of the coast are far more favourable to its growth than those 
of the interior. The two and a half acres cultivated by Mr. Lees yielded a produce of 
824 lbs., or about 329 lbs. per acre; while ths'181 cultivated by Mr. Ouxton produced 
2,918 i lbs., orabout 1581bs. per acre. 

9. The collector of Cuddapah reporPi the ex:periments made in his district in dry garden 
and wet land, the result of, whicht in. each instance, has. been unsatisfactory; but the seed 
sown was .the produce of the district" and the crops appear to have been exposed to many 
local and natural causes of deterioration. The experiments instituted by him in his own 
garden appear'ta have been' highly successful, showing that. with care and attention, the 
American spee~e!l is capable of being profitablrcultivated in the district, though the trial 
was,on so limited a scale as to afford no suffiCIent proof of the practicable introduction of 
the plant '11& a staple product. 

10. In Bellary its growth has been much encouraged; the land sown in the'IIoovinhud
da:gul1y Talook alone, this. year, being 1,700 acr.es, while in Fusly 1259 it was but 44 
acres. 

11. This advance has been created by the only true incentive to cultivation, the proba
bility ofa read,. marKet for the produce; as far as the Board can learn, Boils well adapted for 
raising American cotton, so called; are to be found throughout the country, but that private 
enterprise'amongJ;he trading community has not shown' the ryota that adva.ntages attend 
its cul~ivation, superior- to those accompanpng the _produce of the indigenoua kinds. An 
effort in the right direction has been made by the Bombay, merchants, and has been re
sponded to by the ryots of the western- taloob of Bellary. There is no reason, the Board 
think" to suppose that the additional. care- and labour required by the foreign species would 
not be' provided,.if tile 1'yot found himself proportionably remunerated. 

12. In consequence of a rep:resentatiop from the Government of Bombay relative to 
the detection of systematic fraud practised in the packing of cotton in the Broach colleo
torate, the Board were directed in Extract Minutes Consultation~ lst Apnl1851 (No. 320). 
to make known to the collectors of the chief cotton-growing districts the above fact. and to 
instruct them to put parties employed ilL its purchase on their guard against such mal
practice~_and point out to the ryots..the injurious effect which such frauds must have 
upon the demand for theii' produce. In. pursuance of these instructions, the Board called 
upon the collectors, by a 'circular dated 14th April 1851, to report whether any instance 
of the adulteratiQn 'of cotton for the purpose of fraudulent deterioration had come to their 
knowledge, and to COmll.lUnica.te' the observations of Government to the parties interested 
in its purch!1se. 

13. From the ·replies. received from those officers which are ,herewith submitted, it 'will 
appear that in quntoor, Bellary, and N ellore, no instance of adulteration has been de
tected; in Guddapa.h specme cases have: not come to notice. but the collector suspects its 
existence, and observes, that similar frauds have been brought to light in the case of the 
more valuable article of indigo. In Coimbatore and Kurooo}, the practice of mixing 
good and bad cotton is known, but is attributed to carelessness- in the former district, 
and Dr the latter,to a·ready sale which it commanda for the manufacture of the cloths in 
conunon use' by the popula.tioru In Tinnevelly, the practice did not prevail to so great an 
ex:teJlt as in the preceding. one~ . .owing" it is stated, to the proclamation issued under the 
orders of the Board, and to the criminal prosecution of a party detected in the attempt. 
In Madura., deteriorated cotton is commonlJt sold, with the knowledge of the merchants, 
because, as-the collector remarks,. "The short-sighted :persons (referring to the exporters) 
who purchase it will not increase their price ill proportion to the purity of the article pur
chased;" and, so long as- this is the £aBe, the Board are of opinion that a change cannot be 
expected: 

14. A report, from the Collector t of Canara' on t11e subject of the adulteration of the 
cotton exported from the port of Coompta, the measures proposed by him for its repr:ssion, 
and the orders of the, Board thereon, are alio submitted herewith for the information or· 
Government. 'It will be seen. that the.CollectOl: proposed to have the cotton bronght to the 

, port for shipment examined, and, if found of decidedly improper quality, .detained; also to 
• re~ 

• Waters ton's Cyclop. of Commerce, art: .. Cotton.", 
t From Collector, 13 March, in COlli., 19 April 1852. Pro. Collector, 19 April 18S2. 
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report to the Bombay authorities the. shipment of cotton of doubtful, qualitr, which might Mad 
renderihe parties amenable to the penalties of the Cotton Adulteration Act in force,at that 
presidency. The Board doubted the competency of that officer to .binder the ,shipment of 
any colton, but approved of his reporting the sh9!ments of adulterated kinds to Bombay, 
and they have no doubt that, if the 'Penalty proVIded by law be enforced in one- or two in-
stances, it will act as a check against the repetition of similar frauds. Should an extension of 
the Bombay Act to Canara. be at any time thought desirable, no present need of it being 
apparent to the Board, Mr. Maltby has~een requested to address them 0;0. the subject. 

, (signed) W. H. :Bayley, 
Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, Secretary. 

28 February 1853. 

IT'0 W. 'H,.7Jayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort 81. George • 
. Sir, _.. . 

Para. 1. I 1IA VE the honour to forward a. statement m the form received With your letter GUNTOOR 
, , .of the. 25th July 1850, showing the exieut of 

Aere,. c. llottoncultivation.in this district in Fusly 1260, 
Fuely JU9 • 

.. 1260-

immediately preceding. 

73.984 10 col!!Pared with the previous sear. It will be 
S8,526 -J9 -seen that there was an increase of 14,542 
14,542 9 .acres 9 cOontoos ofland under this description 

~f cUltivation in the :past fusly above that 

2. The heau and continued fa11~ of rain during the cultivating :and growing season in the 
year under remark were not favourable fi'r the' cotton crop. The plants in many parts shot , 
up too rapidly, and did Dot, in'consequence, throw ont so plentifu1 a supply of pods as under 
more favourable circumstances. !rhe total out-turn is roughly estimated at 17,890 candies 
13t. 5m., averaging about 4ft. per acre; a result but slightly more favourable than in the 
previous year, when the yield was estimated at 4H-t. p~ acre. The increase in the price is 
the main cause of a larger extent of land having been brought under cotton cultivatiqn. 

3. It appears from the frontier duty accounts that 19 candies \of dressed, equiv~nt to 
76 candies of rough cotton, were exported into'the Hyderabad country. 

4. The quantity said to have been exported to other districts is shown in the statement 
given below. A considerable portion is stated to have been taken to the northern districts, 
1'he very bad slate of the high road through the Palnaud was mentioned in Mr. Stokes' report 
for Fusly 1259, as the probable reason for so small a quantity of cotton having been exported 
by that route into the 'Nizam's country. 

, 

I , 
.Equivalent 

Rough Dressed TOTAL 

in I of 
-TALOOKS. 'Cotton. Cotton. Rough Cotton. . Columns 

2. 3. 4. 2 and 4. 

- - --- , 

,Cana"t. m. 'Cana. t. m. Cando t. m. Cando t. m. 

Coorapaud -. . " - 609 3 12 . ~ . I -./ - - :609 ,3 '12 

N ursarowpett . - --: . - ; 10, 0 0 40 0 0 40 10 ° 
Innacondah - - - - - - -105 .15 0 423 0 0 :423 '0 ° 
Condaveed - - - . ·13 15 ° ,,15 ° 0 

I 
60 {) 0 73 15 0 

Guntoor - - - - 56 -19 ° 2 5 0 9 0 0 65 19 0 

• --- -

-679 17 12 • 133 -0 -0 I 632 0 0 1,211 17 12 

Palnaud - " . 69 -19 0 1,500 0 0 I 6,000 0 0 6,069 19 ° - I 
,TOTAL - . -I 749 16 12 1,633 0 0 I 6,532 0 0 7,281 16 12 

5. There was lio cotton exported by sea, and the result of previous attempts to induce the 
ryots to introduce the American seed were so .discouraging. that no further endeavours to 
that end were made in the year under report. . 

Guntoor District, (signed) A. Purvis, • 
Collector's Office, Innacondah, Acting Collector. 

15 January 1852. 

296-Sess. 2. N2 



No. 

I 

!l 

3 

4. 

Ii 

6 

'I 

8 

9 

)0 

Jl 

13 

13 

14 

1 

No.1. 
STATEMENT showing the Total ~xtent of LAND Cultivated with COTTON in the District of Guntoor in FusIles 1259 and 1260. 

, --
F U S'L Y 1259. I -

FU S LY 1260. 

Chkar Land. Surva Enams Paying Quitrent. • TOTAL. Cirkar Llilld. Suna E~ams Paying Quitrent. TOTAL. 
TALOOK. Enams. Enama. 

i --- I Asse::ent and 
-

Acres. Assessment. Acres. Acres. Quitrent Acres. Acres. Assessment. A.cres. Acres. Quitrent Acres. Assessment and 
Assessment. Quitrent. ASleslment. Quitrent. 

, 
, 

&. fl. p. Ra. tt. p. R,. tt. p. Ra. Il. p. Ri. tt.p. Ri. tt.p. 

Pruttipaud · - 150 17 259 9 - 1511 2' '1 511 Ii 189 35 265 4. Ii 17926 323 15 11 36 5 16 30 6 - 4 232 21 330 - 3 

Mungalagheny - - 1,831 26 4,107 3 8 59022 368 24 133 12 10 2,790 32 4,241 - 6 i,408 36 2,976 3 - 579 12 239 lQ 123 Ii 3 2,227 18 3,099 8' 3 , 
Baupetlah - ,- · '- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ponnoor · · · 10 8 16 5 3 - . - . - - - 10 8 16 Ii 3 8 - 14 - - - - . - - . - 8, - 14 - -
Martoor - · - 617 39 • 579 5 3 39513 '165 3 40 15 10 1,178 15 G20 5 1 1,218 36 1,149 1 1 299 33 129 28 28 10 4. 1,644 17 1,177 11 . 5 

RepulIy · · - - - - - - ..... - - .... - - - - - i 

Tenally - - · · 10 17 22 3 6 . . . - . - 10 17 22 3 6 - - - - I . - - - I 

Guntoor · ~ · 1,816 32 3,~56 If 4. 738 19 27014 105 2 6 2,825 23 3,561 10 10 1,816 36 3,652 5 5 827 8 248 13 87 511 2,892 17 3,739 11 4 

Coorapaud · - - 8,464 ~4 13,976 10 1 1,631 16 i,I20 31 297 13 5 11,216 11 14,214. 'I & 8,878 34 14,870 4 1 1,959 4 1,006 22 305 1 - 11,844 20 15/175 5 1 

Condaveed · - - 4,004 30 7,487 7 Ii 1,082 12 1,094 1 474 9 1 6,181 3 7,962 - 6 4.624 39 8,630 14 1 1,676 18 1/169 20 601 - 4. 7,470 37 9/231 14 , 5 

NUrsarampett - - 4,435 10 6,099 13 - 1,617 9 1,314 27 466 14 6 7,367 6 6,566 11 6 4,760 10 6,765 13 9 1,567 24 1,343 36 406 2 6 7,67i 30 7,172 - 3 
, 

lnnacondah · · - 2,337 13 2,391 14 11 899 31 387 9 86 8 - 3,624 13 2,478 611 2/525 33 2,440 3 - 1,086 37 482 5 127 9 3 4,094 35 2,567 12 3 

Datcbapul1y · - - 8,321 35 12,327 8 6 U335 9,74.4 30 5,00414. 5 18,240 20 17,332 611 10,569 26 l5,534 14 9 154 4. 13.170,12 6,893 1 6 2~,894 II 22,428 - 3 

TimmerecoUah - - 10,753 29 14,028 4 9 90 5 9,505 31 4,423 8 2 20,349 25 18,4:.1 1111 14,366 7 18,620 8 1 24 - 12,151 15 5,412 11 10 26,541 22 24,033 311 

42,754 ,20 I . 
TOTAL . - - 64,752 13 8 7,234 13 23,995 17 11,039 14 2 73,984 10 7a/792 11 10 50,358 3 74,978 3 2 8,210 25 29,957 31 13,991 - 3 88,526 19 88,969 3 5 

Gunloor District, Collector'. Office, Inna<'lllldab, } (siped) A. Ptlrf1i#, Actin, CoUeelor. 
15 January 18&2. 

... 
o 
o 
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To W. IL Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Itevenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of an extract from the proceedings of the 

Board of Revenue, under date the 5th instant, and in apologising for havin~ omitted in my 
Teport on the cultivation of cotton in this district, for the past fusly, to notice the Board's 
-circular of the 14th April last, beg to state that, OIl the receipt of the latter communication, 
measures were adopted for ascertaining whether any such practice as that animadverted upon 
was followed bY' the cotton growers in this district, and care was taken to point out to the 
ryots the injurious effects likely to arise to themselves from such frauds, and to {'ut pur
-chasers on their guard against them if they existed. These orders have lately been relterated~ 
but no instance of the adulteration of cotton has been brought to my notice, nor have I reason 
to believe from the inquiries I have made that the practice obtains in this part of the 
-country. 

Guntoor District. Collector's Office, 
Datchapully, 13 February 1852. 

(signed) ..4. Purvis, Acting Collector. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board or Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir .. 

II. 
Madra.. .... 

Para. 1. 'WITH reference to para. 13 of the extract from the Minutes of Consultation of BELLA-BY. 

the 5th December 1848, accompanied by the Board's proceedings under date the 18th 
.January 1849, I have the honour to report upon the extent of the lands cultivated with cotton 
in this district for fusly 1260. 

2. I have herewith transmitted for the Board's consideration a talookwar statement, 
marked No.1, of the country cotton cultivated in this district in Fusly 1260, prepared 
.according to the form which accompanied the Board's letter, dated the 25th July 1850. A 
brief statement is also hereunder given of the cotton cultivated in this district during Fusly 
1260, and the two preceding fuslies :-

Acres of Land 
I Comparison of I Acres of Land Acres of I_and Fusly 1259 and 1260. cultavated cultivated cultivated 

CLASS. in' in in 
Fusly 1258. Fusly 1259. Fusly 1260. 

Increase. I Decrease. 

I 
irear land - - - 1,G5,094 1,35,086 J,40,075 4,989 -

Enam land .. - - 1,05,163 87,346 1,01,454 14,108 -
TOTAL .. .. .. 2,70,257 2,22,432 • 2,41,629 I 19,097 I -, . 

'The season was favourable for the cultivation of cotton, and good prices prevailed, t() 
which causes the increase is attributable. 

3. The ryots have been cautioned to gather the cotton clean, and the orders or the Board, 
>contained in their circular letter, dated the 14th April 1851, have been made generally 
known; but no particular instance has come to my notice that the cotton of this district, 
when packed for sale, is frequently adulterated, i. e., mixed with that of an inferior quality, 
or with raw seeded cotton, for the pU1'J!ose of fraudulent deterioration; but parties employed 
in the purchase of cotton in this district have been put on their guard aO'ainst such mal
practices. The injurious effects which such frauds must have upon the dem~d for their pro
duce have been pointed out to the ryots, and I have personally impressed this on the ryots 
of this (Hoovinhudgully) talook from whence I now write. 

4. The following memorandum shows the number of saw gins received from Dh1ll'war 
~nd Coimbatpre, and how they have been disposed of:- ' 



11. 
Madras. 
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T 0 x' A.;L R E'C E I 'V' ED., 

2. 

Dharwlll' GlDJ. 

Price 
Number. for each. Value. 

--------------------------I------~ 
First invoice 

Seeond~tto 

Third ditto 

3 

4 

5 

(0 120 

200 

250 

I _ 4. 

Coimbatore GiDI. ~ 

3. 

NllIIlber. lo~~. Vahle. NQlDlIer.t Val .. : 

6 25 150 
-

270 

.200 

'250 ,,' !--..;'-I----I---I---

, 150 1--;-'--;;-TOTAL 12 570 . ,. ,. 6 

E X PEN D I T U R E. 

Distributed to, tbe ,Ryots .of this 
District: . , 

o Johrapoor Narrainreddy, in Gallem 
'T;Ilook,. ,. • • ,. ,. 

T 

T o ,Toombnlllbjdoo ,Kh"ifpJlluppub,.in 

'Adome . ,. . ,. · · 
o Mr. Abrabam, at Bellary · ,. 

o,Malgllynoor Jumbuna, in Adome -
o SOOhlall - . - - - ditto · 
o Kastnoor !teddies, in T"rputty -
o Conacondla Jyanall Gooty · · 
o Gooty Talook . - - -
o Govind Vadimjee, and others, in Rai. 
droog Talook - -. - - _ 

T 
T 
T 
T 
T 
T 
T 

-

1 

I 1 

1 

1 

- . 
1 

J 

- . 
. ---

TOTAL - - - 6 
> 

Tranamitted to- otba' DJStrictu 

T o Combatore Superintendent of Cotton' 1 

---
TOTAL, Expenditure - - - 7 

Remaining - - -I 5 

, 

40 , 40 · ,. 

40 40 · -
40 40 · -
50 SO - -

· . . . 1 

50 50 - ,. 

1i0 50 ,. . 
· - . . 1 

· - - - 1 

--- -
270 3 

50 50 co ---------
· - 320 3 . 

50 250 I, 3 

25 

I 
· ·1· - 1 40 

· . I" · 1 .40 

· - . ,. 1 40 
- - - - 1 50 

'25 25 1 25 
,. - - - 1 50 

· - ,. · 1 50 
25 25 1 25 

25 25 1 25 
---I-- ---25 I 15 9 345 

I 

,. ,. - · 1 50 
I - - -

25 75 10 395 

I 25 
1-

15 8 I 323 

5. The people being unacquainted with the use of the gins, and not understanding hov 
to remedy any defect, no benefit arose last year from the use of them generally. To remedJ 
this evil, 1 requested, in my letter to you of the 18th October 1851, that sanction of Govern 
ment might be obtained"for the employment of some experienced carpenters to be presen 
while the gins were at work. I have not yet received the Board's orders on this request 
but, as there.is llO time .tp 'be lost, Lhave applied to the collector ofDharwar to send m 
a. suitable person for the ensuing season. It is of the utmost importance to the succes 
of these machines that there should not be a. failure again this year. In the talook (J 

Hoovinhudgully,l have just seen a. cotton merchant who procured two of these ¢US bimse] 
from Dharwar, andJuu; had them.in nse, and a person from Dharwar has occa&onally bee 
down. and rendered ,any assista,;lcc that was necessary. This merchant, CooroovuIapah, ( 
Holaloo, informs me that he works each gin from morning to night with four men, and tW 
each would clean 12 maunds of seed cotton, and give four maunds of cleaned l:otton.da.ilJ 
He paid his Dlen three rupees each per month, so that the cost of producing four .maunde ( 
clean cotton would ,be six annas. By the common gin the cost woUld for the same quantit 
be one rupee, making A-saving of 37. per cent., besides producing the cotton better,c1eane( 
With such evident advantages, the only thing-to.be done is to prevent fhllure from ace 
denta, and so to convince the ryots of the benefit to be derived from the use of tl 
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CULTIVATED LAND. SEED SOWN. PRODUCE. 
AYerage 

! Net' Deduct 
PI'Oduce 

Total Remain-

CLASS. 
Alae .... Produce ing for each 

Acres. Collec- Maund&. Seers. Seed cleaD 
ment. , of Cotton Acre. 

, tion. MallDd& 
Maunda. i Malinda. 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
I ---------- -------------

Dry LaI!.CII Seer. 

Black Soil - - - '1641 257 3 189 8 79 10 610 161 424 26 \ 18i! 38~ 177 
I 

MIISBUb ditto - - - 11 - 13 - 10 Ot 6 36 41 27 3 91 Ii 904 
I 

I 
Red ditto - - - - Ot - 2 - 2 01 6 0 8 o 6 \ 0 2 

1,6, 

--- -
--;-\646-;; 

--
TOTAL - - - 166l' 258 2 190 4 791 :;;I~:;- 186 

Bagayet Land - - - - - _. - ~M'" - - -, 
----- ~ 

TOTAL - -- 166l 258 2 190 4 ' 791 451 Sa 194 42 186-

, . 

Particulars : 
, 
, 

Circar Land - - - 16438 256 U - 19 10 64429 4501L 194-18 IS6. 

Enam ditto - - - 1 22 I 3 -, 01 - 2 0 1 24 Q 24 64 

7. The cotton produce of the Fusly 1259, I 'had brought to the Hoozoor from the several 
talooks, where it had been used, and cleaned it with the Dharwar gins; the cotton was sold, 
and the ryots who raised it received the proceeds. The seed I again sent to the talooks, 
where it was Bown by the Tyots in Fusly 1260. Endeavours are made for the improvement 
of the cultivation of this cotton, but the ryots generally do not seem to appreciate it. It 
does not produce. in the ordinary black lands, a better return than the indigenous kind com
mon to the district; however, I perceive a disposition on the part of the ryots in the western 
talooks (from which I am now writingl to cUltivate it more extensively, but this I attri
bute to the demand now made for the American cotton by the Bombay merchants, wh,!se 
agents, it seems, are making advances to the ryots to procure this cotton. If this continues, 
there is no doubt but that the success will be greater, 'unless it should eventually tum Dut 
that the situation of the district is decidedly unfavourable to the plant. 

• 8. In the HoovinhudguUy Talook alone~ where I.have just finished the Jummabundy, of' 
the present Fusly 1261, there have been: sown no less than 1,'700 acres; last year there, 
were only 44 acres (see Statement); the crops are pr~tty good. This talopk borders:on ~e' 
Dharwar country. It is my intention to confine my endeavours more particularly to the, 
western talooks, and as success becomes more evident there~ the plant will no doubt be 

-cultivated elsewhere. ' 

Bel1~, Collector's Office, 
in Circuit, at Hoo"\'inllUdgully, 15 December 1851. 

(signed) C. Pelly, 
Collector. 

Madras. 
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, . 
No. I.-STA.TEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with COTl'ON, in the District of Bellary 

for Fusly 1260, :prepared agreeably to the F,orm annexed to tlie Board's Letter of 25 July 1850. . 

CIRCAR LAND. 

- -
DivISion. TALOQKS. 

Acres. Assessment. 

2. S. 
-~ 

, 
-No. 

c ollector - I. BeHary- - 14,283 19,320 

s 
• 

2. Kumply - 1,830 1,112 

3. Hurponbully - 8,275 7,271 

4. Koodlighee - 903 843 
~ 

5. Hooviphl1dgaly 12,477 15,481 

6. Adonie • - 15,309 28,877 

7. Goollem - 32,451 61,229 

8. Punchapollem 8,216 '12,717 

9. Gooty' - - Il,723 14,560 

10. Yadakee - 7,221 7,268 

II. Raidroog - 4,327 6,128 

12. Tandputry - 12,376 17,721 
, 

TOTAlJ - ... ~29,391 '\1,84,527 

- -

2,S87! ul>·Collector 1. Anuntapoor . 986 

2. Pengondah - 7,194
1 1,134 

3. Codecondah . 464 I 234 

4. Madu~serah ~ I\)'2 100 

5. Churmaverum 247 62 

----~ 
TOTAL . · .. 10,684 2,516 

I -
GUND TOTAL . · - 1,40,075 1,87,04S\ -

I 

· Bellary Diqtrict, 1. 
Collectors Office, on Circuit HoovinhudgullY'j 

, 15 December IS!)]. 

-
Surva 
Enam. 

--

Acres. 

f. 

4,408 

382 

684 

707 

'1,467 

8,667 

27,1';7 

7,909 

9,874 

3,822 

1,139 

4,851 

71,067 

470 

202 

1 

6 

34 

718 

71,780 

(B. B.) 

ENAM LAND. 
1 TOTAL. 

JodyEnam. Total of Acree AJllcllmcnt 

Arrears in in in 

Columna COlIlJDD. Columna 
Acres. Quit Rent. • 5 and 6. 3 and 8. f and 7. 

5. 6. I 7. 8. 9. 

-
8,255 ],621 12,663 26,946 20,841 

344 1!!4 726 2,566 1,236 

1,149 914 1,833 10,108 8,188 

46 35 753 1,656 8i8 

3,007 2,0567 4,41' 16,\).51 J8,048 

1,577 730 10,244 25,553 21,607 

8,285 2,917 35,442 67,893 64,146 

908 440 8,817 17,033 13,157 

2,038 402 11,906 23,629 14,962 

1,824 340 G,646 1.2,867 . 7,608 

1,647 (1)3 2,786 7,113 6,621 

510 126 5,361 17,737 17,84' 

--- , 

29,584 10,612 1,00,651 1 2,30,042 1,95,13' 

------

, 
/)0 5 520 8,]07 99 

40 4 242 7,436 1,13: 

- - - . . 1 465 23 
• . - - - 6 195 10 

- . - - - 3 281 6 

---1 803

1 
90 11,487 2,52 

-~ -

29,674 . 10,621 11,01'45412'41,ij~!l 1 1,97,6f 

(signed) C. PelT,!!, Collector 



No.2. 

STATEMENT showing the AMERICAN COTTON SEED Sown and Reaped dl\l'ing the Fu<1y 1:100, in the Bel1ary Distl'ict orlhe Ceded Districts. 

~ 

'" OF WHICH SOWN Quantity PARTICULARS OF PRODUCE. 0 :: o • J'> 
u~ ( 

, 
"'~ of -

CO i "" Comparative Produce p~r Acre of Indiall and 
NAl\fES ~ .. '" Extent of Reqnired Land Ofwillch Remaining Reap. ; 

3l:l 0"- '" o • ell Seed occupied. Quantity Amencan Cotton. , CO ell" ell.., Quantity Sowing ",::r: 0 
~.S ..: 

... 
of ,;, E! -

",,0 " Quantity Quantity ing 
'" .. JS'i !. ~ of I t'o <a ",0 Sown remaining. from 
OJ 0 

i Indian Cotton. American Cotton. 
TALOOKS. .. -ace 'l;::r: ...CoO of of to 

~ ~~ I»S 
Of..; Ol no come AsseSB- Cotton .. ".::;~ ~.g i.;--o a Acres. "mount. Cotton Clean 

1st Sart ! 2d Sort lst Sort lId Sort \ 3d Sort 
" ~1l lilS8 ", .. up at aU • 

ment. Produced. 

~ 
.... -. Land. Land. Land. Land. Land. 

aJJ Ol" a~-6 ~cZ Seed. Cotton. 
a~ 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 'I. 8. 9. 10. ll. 12. 13. 14. 15. la. 17. 18. 

- -.- -- - - ~ ~ 

t-:) . 

M.d. M. d. B. M. d. , M. d. '. M. d. ,. N. d. I. M. d. B. M. tl. I. M.d. '. Md. '. Md. '. Md. '. Md. 8. Md. '. Fusly 12ao, 
0 

1. Hurponhully " 16 M 0 32 0 0 . . 32 0 0 . ", 32 0 0 64 0 0 91 - G7 6 U9 I 0 186 3 9 62 1 3 8 16 0 0 8 16 3 46 1 12 or August Mar. 

2. Hoovinhudugaly · 12 21 0 21 4 0 2 0 0 23 1 0 . . 23 1 0 U 0 0 61 - 50 :, 301 0 o 204 2 8 102 1 • 8 16 0 0 6 32 9 28 2 24 or Ju\y D,'Co 

I 
S. Adoni " · · 1 6 0 6 0 0 • 1 0 10 1 0,4 1 0 6 0 0 11 0 0 19 - 14 7 32 1 0 21 2 0 10 3 0 5 40 0 0 I 22 0 0 0 0 or August Mar. 

i 
4. Goollem · · 5 6 0 6 0 0 0 1 0 6 1 o I • . 6 1 0 12 0 0 3. - 25 3 26 0 9 11 1 I) iI 3 • 8 16 4. 8 I) 0 4. 8 1 2 or Sept. Mar. 

o 

5. Gootty · " Ui 13 0, J3 0 0 " . 13 0 0' 1 0 0 13 0 0 33 0 0 39 - 31 1 31 1 3 20 3 S' 10 1 10 5 0 3 16 2 14 0 40 0 10 or Sert. Mar. 

6. Raldroog · · 5 . . " . 0 1 7 0 1 7 0 0 3 0 1 • 2 0 0 2 - 1 12 0 1 9 0 1 2 0 0 '1 ~ 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0 ~ or Sert. ).far. 

-.-----------
85 0-; 5 ~I~_'_ 

--------
646 I 9 '45 I 2 I) 

- - - --- - - - -
TOT.AI •• . - 54 80 0 78 1 0 63'1 166 0 0 1258 - 190 2 194 3 • 
, =='== ==== =---- 1-- Redla:=l= 

= == = =-= = 
I 

1. Dhurmaver • · 8. • • • 1 0 5 1 0 5 ,0 3 11 0 0 6 02001-2 - 2 008 006 002 0 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 0 IS Sti,t. April., 

-------
o ,-;-;-;-I-;~ ~;;-r-;;;-; 

--'------------
GaAND TOTAL' - 62 80 0

1 
78 1 0 8 0 0 86 1 190 • 646 2 S 451 2 11 194 3.6 

(E. E.) 

Belllll'Y mati ict. 
Cullector'. Office. on en'cui! at 1I00vinbudugaly, (signed) C. Pelly, Collector. 

15 December 18~1. 

..... 
Z 

... 
o 
~ 



n. 
l\fadras. 

C'll'DDAPAH. 

, ]06 ,PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SIKCE 1847 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board or'Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. IN reporting upon the cultivation of New Orleans cotton, in Fusly 1260 

(1850-51,) I regret that I have nothing satisfactory to state. 

2. The experiment \'I as tried in 40 villages of six talooks, anI! was proportioned on the 
different descriptions of lands as follows: . 

Number 
of Ryo~ Land. AsSt'ssment. Seed Sown. Produce. 

\ Villages. 

--
As. c. a. Rs. <to f· Talas. Tolas. 

Dry - - - 28 38 7 27 9 16 1 , 1,1158 2,300 

Garden h - - 10 10 1 19 9 i2 15 5 !)17 118 

Wet '- . - 2 2 0 2 0 - " 8 24 80 

TflTAL 
i - - - 40 60 9 9 2 29 11 5 I 2,199 2,594 

I I 
" 

3. In the dry land the seed was BOwn in July, August, and September, and in no instance 
was more than a. quarter of a full crop produced. Some of the plants were withered for 
want of water; some, being in low and heavy ground, were destroyed by too much rain, 
and many were attacked by a blight. The blight appears to have been most destructive in 
the black soil talooks, and excess of moisture in Goorrumkondah and Aluddenpully. 

4. In the garden lands but little more success was attained; and in one ,·ilJage only was 
half a full ,crop gathered by the ryot. Blight and heavy rain destroyed the plants in other 
villag~s, and in some the whole,crop was carried away in the severe storm in the month or 
May. The best return, in proportion to the quantity of land cultivated, was on a piece of 
wet land in Poolevaindlah, where 80 tolas weight of cotton was gathered as the produce 
of 24 tolas weight of seed. The crop was in a healthy state, and likely to havc yielded 
more; but'in May the channel from which the irrigation ·.vas derived burst its banks, and 
the whole crop was washed entirely Away. 

5. The seed sown on all the lands was the produce of' tMs piovinct', and no fresh !leed 
appears to have been sent from the stock remaining in the collector's cutcherry." I have 
lately received a notice fmm Dr. Wight that a large supply of American cotton seed is 
expected shortly at Madras, and have been requested to Indent for any quantity that may 
be required by the people of Cuc1dapah. I am making inquiries upon the subject; but the 
experiments hitherto made here have not resulted in a manner to give the ryots confidence 
in the greater profit to be derived from. the cu~tiv~tion of American in preference to Indian 
cotton. 

6. My own little experience in the matter leads me to believe that, at all events, until 
it is fully acclimatised, the American cotton is a tender plant, and requires constant attention. 
Wherever it has been cultivated with great care, the success has been proportionately great; 
but the result of small patches of garden cultivation affords DO good argument from which 
to draw conclusions reerarding the success that would attend the cultivation on a large 
scale, with such care a;d attention only as the ryots would have time and inclination to 
bestow. 

7. Some plants which I raised in my own garden gave ~ return that wa;" truly a.stonis~. 
iner; and, on sendiner the cotton to the Cllamber of Commerce, I was mformed by Its 
ch~rman that it 'was "'considered the finest ev'er seen at Madras, and such as would realise 
61d. a pound in Enerlish, and a similar specimen which was sent to Dr. Wight elicited 
similar remarks. At "'the time this was raised I sent BOme seed to Hyderabad, and heard 
that the return, under similar careful culture, lVas not inferior; and I aul inlormed that 
the same experiments tried in other parts of the country met with the same success. 

8. There is nothing, therefore, in the soil or the ('limate of India hostile to the American 
'Plant; but it has flourished chiefly when the art of horticulture has been Lrou~ht to bear 
upon it. lVhether this saine care woul,d b.e for ever necessary, or whether! as IS more p!,o
bable, the plant would gradually suit itself to the country, and ~e content. WIth the. attention 
be!!towed on other agricultural produce, is a question for bot!lnlsts to .declde; but It ~ppear8 
to me that the successful general introduction of the plant IS more likely to be attamed by 

, . distnbutiot,; 

. 
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distributing seed produced at the .r~rm8 in Coimbatore than by contil!uaIly procuring fresh 
seed from Amehca, and thus glVlng up all prospect of accustommg the plant to the 
country. 

Cuddapah District Collector's Circuit Cutcherry, 
Muddenpully, 14 Apnl1852. 

(signed) 11. Forbe" 
Collector. 

To W.1L Bayley, 'Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Sf. George. 

Sir, , 
'VITH reference to the Board's circular letter of the 14th of April 1851, regarding the 

practice which obtains, in some parts of the country, of adulterating the cotton by packing 
with it inferior descriptions, or that which is raw aod unseeded, I have the honour to report 
that although I am not able to adduce any specific instance as having come to my own 
knowledge, the inqlliries I have made lead me to believe that the practice is not unknown 
in Cuddapah; and frauds of' a similar nature have certainly been attempted and detected in 
the more valuable article of indigo. The ryota have had pointed out to them the injurious 
effects which must result to their own interests from the continuance of the practice; and 
I shall be careful from time to time to impress the question on their memory. 

(signed) 11. Forbes, 
Cuddapah District CollectOl"s Office on Circuit, Collector. 

Muddepully, 13 May 1852, 

To W. 11. Ba!Jley. Esq., Secr~tary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. 'V lTD reference to the circular of the Board oiRevenue, noted in the margin, 

I have the honour to resport upon the cultivation of cotton in the Kurnool District for 
Fusly 1260. 

II: 
Madras. 

1 g .January 1 
~5 July 1850, 

KURNOO 

Fusly. Ac 
2. The accounts received fr9m the talooks show that 1,15,868 acres were cultivated with U58 • 86 

~otton in Fusly 1260, being 49,212 acres in excess of the extent cultivated in the previous 1259 • 66 
year, and also in excess by 29,500 acres of the extent planted in Fusly 1248. . u60· 1,15 

3. The following shows the extent of Circar and enam land, respectively cultivated wi1!h 
cotton crops only, or with a mixed crop of cotton and other produce: 

eircar'land cultivated with cotton -
Ditto - - ditto mixed cotton and other produce-

Enam land cultivated \vith cotton onlv - - -
Ditto - - ditto with a mixed crop of cotton and other produce 

ACRES. 

37,923 
31,608 

69,531 

27,347 
18,990 

1,15,868 

4. The increase, in the extent of cultivation of this article in this year is ascribed to the 
favourable prospects of the season at the period when the sowing operations commenced, and 
to the high prices at which the article was at that time selling', owing to the deficient supply 
of the prevIous year. -

5. )'he produce of the year appears on the whole to have been good, and the prices 
obtained were considerably higher tha.n in any of the five previous years.'" 

U55 
u.;o 
1257 
ui8 
125:) 

11160 

2g6-Sess. 2. 

eFUSLIES. 

Average 

Rate 
per Maund. 

R,. a. p. 
I 14 ~ 
1 U _ 

1 IS 9 
~ ~ 9 
I 13 loi 

6. Mr. 
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6. l\Ir. Lushington in his last report referred to the preference given by the cultivator. to 
raising cotton in the regur or black soil, and the return. show ,that of the total 1 15868-
acres cultivated with, cotton in this year, the larger portion was raised on that de;cription 
of land. 

7. No Mexican cotton seed was received in the district in this year, nor was uny cotton 
raised from American seed. Th,. latter circumstance may partly be accounted for in con
sequence of the small extentt ofhtnd planted with the American seed in the previ~ulJ year 
and the scanty produce obtained therefrom, owing to the unfu"ourable nature of that season: 
but it is very evident that the ryots of this district take no interest in furtherinl7' the exten~ 
sion of the cultivation of the foreign plant. C 

'(signed) T. Conwoy, 
Agent to the Governor. KurnooI, Government Agent's Office, 

, 23 Set)tember 1852. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

Para. 1. 'WITH reference to your letter of the lith October 1852,1 have tbe honour to 
state that it does not appear that the cotton of the district .bou~ht up by foreign parties is 
adulterated by the ryots for tIle purpose of fraudulent deterlOratlOn; but the practice pre
vails of mixing colton of <different qualities, as there is a local demand for it for the manu
facture of the cloths in (}ommon use in the district. 

2. Parties employed in purchasing ('otton are well aware o( this circumstance, and in 
making their llurchases they do not fail to ascertain Ihe quality of Ihe article offered 
to them. 

KurnooI, Government Agent'tl Office~ 
29 November 1852. 

(signed) T. Conwoy, 
Agent to the Governor. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward the statement of cotton culti\"ation for Fusly 1260, caned 
for in your letter of the 17th instant. 

Kurnool District, (signed) T. B. A. Conway, 
Government Agent's Office, on Circuit Sirwell, I • Agent to the Governor. 

26 January 1853. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with CorTOlt' in the Djstrict of Knrnoo), for Fns111260. 
- ___ --..e 

SURVA ENAMS I'AYING QUIT· 
TOTAL. CIRKAR LAND. ENAMS. RENT. 

NAMES - . 
--OF 

TALOOKS. Qlutrent Ane .. ment 
Acres. Assessment. Acres. Acres. Assessment. Acres. and 

QUitrent. 

.. 
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Chagulmurry · 13,171 6 II! 19,911 '1 - 2,658 34 O~ 6,3;;5 19 Il! 2,427 3 2 22,185 20 '1l 22,338 )0 2 
Sirwell - - 19,45231i 41 25,104 8 1 4,544 2 7~ 9,144. 35 1 3,494 3 11 33,141 35 124 28,598 12 -
NundiaI · • 11),515 7 61 12,914 12 5 4,387 3 11~ 2,898 19 14 1,197 13 - 17,800 30 Ifj~ 14,112 9 5 
Panniem · · 5,439 '1 10 8,538 7 10 284 36 III 5,335 11 13~ 1,247 12 [) J J,059 22 2t 9,786 , 3 
Dhone - · 7,58620 Hi 6,498 13 8 441 26 46 2,212 24 13~ 302 6 7 10,2"'0 31 13t 6,801 4 3 
Goodoor · · 7,868 8 4t 8,114 14 1 1,920 5 O~ 2,852 7 Ii 366 311 12,640 20 61 8,481 2 -
N undicnotcoor - 4,224 7 21 4,732 5 6 61 10 12k 2,868 27 2 682 3 5 7,1:..4 5 of 5,414 811 
Atchoor - · 1,27333 81 1,027 11 II 69 25 0 301 20 15! 72 - 4 1,644 39 74 1,099 12 3 ---TOTAL. - • 69,531 '9 10~ 86,843 - 614,367 24 OJ 31,969 12 81 9,789 14 9 115,868 6 4, 96,632 16 3 

KUI'l1Oo1 District, Government Agent's Office, 
on CirCUit ~;""'''lI, 26 January 1853. 

(E. E.) . per 
(signed) T. B. A. Con'Trag, 

Regur -
Masub 
Red soil 
Garde~ antI wet land -

Agent to the Governor. 

• 73,396 ACrEs. 

• 3 l ,'i45 " 
9,600 ",_ 

"'7 " 
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TO PRO~IOTE THE CULTIVATION' OF COTION' IN INDIA. log 

To JV. H. Ba!Jky, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. GeorO'e. 
o 

Sir, 
Para.. 1. UNDER circular order, dated 18th January 1849, I have the hono~ to furnish 

my report and statement relative to the cultivation of cotton in Fuely 1260. 

'2. The season was somewhat less favourable for cotton than other products, as it is a 
late crop, and there was no rain in December. I,t; was better, however, than that of Fusly 
1259, and an increase win be obseJ:ved of 11,142 acreS 3a. in the extellt cultivated. 

3. The yield was generally good, hoth as to quality and quantity.-

4. According to the reports furnished to me. the prices in Ramnad, which contains more 
than one-half the cotton of the district, ranged from 5 to III rupees per pody or bale 
{lbs. 337 ~) of seed cotton, according to quality and time of year, and from seven to teu 
rupecs in Teroomungalum, the chief cotton-growing ayn taIool.. 

5. The demand does not appear to have been so great as in Fusly 1259, as some portion of 
the crop is stated to remain in the hands of the merchants. 

6. Having heard a favourable report of the success of an experiment made in Tinnevelly 
(If sowing American cotton in land Dear the sea shore,. nearly usele!-s for other purposes, I 
have procurcd a quantity of seed from Doctor. Wight, and forwarded it· to the zemindar, 
with directions relath'e to the cultivation. 

7. With reference to the Board's circular olthe 14th April last, I beg to add that I ha\'e 
frequently warned the merchants of the bad effect in price of their cotton not being well 
cleaned, to which the answer has been, "'Ve sell by the weight, and why should we 
decrease it by removing dirt and rubbish ?" In fact, not being the persons who sell to the 
actual exporters, they are not made directly sensible of the loss occasioned by this want of 
.care; nor does It perhaps tell on them indirectly, because the short-sighted persons who 
purchase from them will not increase their pri,ce in proportion to the purity of the article 
furnished. 

Madura, (signed) 
8 December 1851. 

R. D. Parler, 
Collector. 

u. 
l\ladras. 

lbDUBA. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with CoTTOY in the Districts of 
Madura and Dindigul, for Fusly 1260. 

CIRCAR LAND. Isum, ENAMS PAYING 

I TOTAL. ENAMS. QUITRENT. 
~ 

TALOOKS, &c. Extent Eztent I ent I Extent 
of of of in Acres at 

Assessment. I ASl!e88ment. 152t Acres per Assessment. 
Land. Land. Land. Cawny, 

2. 3. 4. 5. I 6. 7. 8. 9. 
----, ~--

I Acres. tu. Rs. a. p. Acres. tu. Acres. tu. Rs. a. p. Acres. (u, RI. a. p. 

l\Iadacolum · - - . - . - • .1161 6 354 8 1 161 6 354 8 1 

Theroomungalum ·'1 
I 

409 15 I 24.591 21.2~ 15il 41,401 1 6 2,9~IO}132~14! 8 41,811 - 6 
l\Ieyloor • · - - - -

711 
-

Ramagherry - · 542 7!1 774 211 - - - - - - I 542 774 211 

21,835 61' 42.175 4 4 12.974 10~ 488 41 764 7 2i 25.298 511 42,939' II 6 

-- - I 678 12!1 Tandicomboo - - 678 121 691 8 4 · - - - - - 691 8 4 
Jyempoolly - - 2,837 15l 4,428 -11 - - - - - - I 2.837 lij~: 4,428 -11 
Tenkurray - · 1,547 11 1,760 11 3 38 7t • . - - 1,586 21, 1,760 II 3 
Nellacotay · · 1,204 3~ 1,252 4 'S · :t· - - - I 1.204: 3i 1,252 -4 8 

~-- I 
6,264 101 8,132 9 2 38 'E - - I 6,307 2~i 8,132 9 2 

TOTAL "108.1.. 11 21 488 41 
I 

7tl 51,072 - . 50,307 13 6 3,013 764 7 2,31,605 4 8 

- "---
, I I i (cor.tinue d) 

to One ptldy seed cOttOD, 33711bs.; three pody seed alfords One pody clean cotton, which is 243 ~ lbs. 
2g6-SesS.2. 0 3 ' 
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No. 

1. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
I) 

10 

n 
12 

13 

14 
Ii) 

]6 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

STA.TEMENT sllowing the Total Extent of Land Cultivated with Cotton in the Districts of Miodl11'& and 
Dindigul. for Fusly 1260-':contin'Ued • 

• , 
CIRCAB. LAND. suaVA ENAMS PA TING 

ENAM. QUITRENT. TOTAL. . 
• 

TALOOKS, &c, Extent . Extent Extent Extent 
of in ACfel at of of AlI8elsment. ABsessment. lli2lAcre.per A_smenL 

Land. Land. Land. eawnJ. 

2. \ B. ... O. 6. '1. 8. 9 • 

Acres. as. Rs. tI. p. .A.C1·es tUJ.A.cres as .1U. a. p. Acres al. R,. a. p. 
Ramnad zemindaJY - 26.052 O~ 34,562 3 10 77 6 · · · - 26,129 6~ 3'.562 3 10 
Shevap;ungah drttc) · 3,285 0 3,725 3 6 15 6 6 ]1 - 7 8,306 :1 - 3,732 10 6 
Siroopal~y - - - - , - '- - - -
Poolungolum - · 469 2i 6114 14 11 80 4 * - · - 641) 6l 694 14 11 
J ettulllaiknoor - • 21 15! 39 1 4 - - - - - 21 lsi - 39 1 , 
Thod~punaiknoor · 18 121 18 Ii) -0 - - - · - - 18 121 18 15 I) 

Oodda l'aTlaiknoor - .,--.iJiJ 7~ 329 '1 2 10 61 - - - · 265 13i 829 '1 2 
Keelacotay - - 61 14~ '122 8 .. 18 12 · - - - 80 101 IU 8 -
Nadoocotay - - 117 14l 162 7 - 35 ol - - 152 J5 - 16] '1 -
MaiIacotay - - III .5} 177 3 3 39 '26 - - - · 150 8 117 8 3 
VeUiagoondum - - - - - - - -
Ayacoody · · 4,1H 14 4,748 10 '1 52 1~ .. · - - 4,196 151 4,748 10 7 
Mombaray · · 36 10~ 43 6 10 · . · · - · 86 101 43 6 10 
Edracotay - - 160 14 100 - 2 · . · .. - · 160 14 100 - 2 
Bodynaiknoor - - 82 111 81 14 - - - - · · -. 82 lli 81 a -
Thavaruni. - - - - - - - - -
Yerachakanaiknoor • - - - - - - -
Guntamanaik1lO01' - 662 13~ 826 5 D 6 12! - · · - 669 10 826 IS 5 

Cunnywady · - 2,226 5 3,113' 5 10 26 41 - · · - 2,252 {Ii 3,115 6 10 

Amianaiknoor - - 217 12~ 315 11 6 · - - - - · :l17 12i -815 11 6 

Cadoor - - - 97 12~ , 112 2 10 5 7 .. · .. · 103 3~ 112 2 10 

Maroongapoory - 637 91 731 - 2 83 3~ · · - · 720 121 731 -
V oloor Mottah - 3,685 9~ 6,300 3 1 35 51 - - .. - 8,720 15 6,300 3 

Cullymunthay Do - 168 IS! 181 7 6 2 142 · - - · 171 141 181 7 

Rettiombody .. - 72 0 37 3 1 · - - - - - '12 0 37, 3 

- -
TOTAL - - 42,587 9 56,423 7 5 48S 61 6 11 7 '1 - 43,032 3-10 56,430 14 

== --
GRAND TOTAL - - 70,691 101 106,731 411 3,501 8i 494 5~ 771 14 2 74,687 8A 107,1)03 3 

Madura, 1 
11 July 1851. r (E. E.) per 

(signed) R: D. Parker, Collector. 

To lV. H. Bayley. Ec;q., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, J:'ort St. George. 

Sir, 
PARA. 1. With reference to the orders contained in para. 13 of extract from the Minutes 

of Consultation, under date tlJ.e 5th December 1848, prefixed to the Board's ProceedlDgs of 
18th January 1849, I have the honour to submit a special report on the cultivation, &c., of 
c~tton in thiS district .for Fusly 1260. 

2. Annexed is an abstract statempnt showing the extent ofland employed f(\r the cultiva
tion of indigenous and foreign cotton in Fusly 1260, lD comparison with the preceding year 
Fusly 1259. On refe. ring to which it will be seen that tbere is a net increase in the culti
vation during the Fusly llDder report to the extent of chains 17,358U, composed of a gross 
incl'ease of chains 17,061 in country, and of chains 297 iii foreign varieties. Tbe increase 
in the cultivation of country cotton is attributable to the steady demand for exportation 
from Tutacorin to Chma, and m small quantities to England; also tbe increase in the 
foreign varieties is the result of the experiments undertaken on the coast of tbis district by , 

. Mr. 
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1 

6 

1 

5 

1 
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Mr. Lees With a vie\v to proving the capability or India to produce profitably cotton fit (or 
the use of English manufacture. 

COTTON CULTIVATION for Fusly 1260. 

FUSLY 125'. r.JSLY 1260. I~CREASE. 

II. 
Madras. 

DECREASE. 

EItent I 
of Teerwah. 

~uhivation.l 

Extent Extent Extent 
of Teerwah. of Teerwah. or l'eerwab. 

I Cult3Vatio~. l,;uhivation. Cultivation. 

I. 8. I g. 1 \ 2, 3. • " 5. G. 7. -------,----:-----t---.I-----I----:-----+------
t Acre.. I &... p. Acrw. &... p. At:f'e.. \ R.. •• p. Acre., RB. a. p. 

:::;:a~esCIi~ :1 8!:::~: 7~,38~ 11.2 lO~::::: 9.5,384. 1.3 1:,950~, ~,OOI. 6.1 - 310~ = 
In Jodegy cbtto - • r 7,350M 7,892 14 11 7,068'a! 8,460 8 2 • • I 567 9 3 281:t 

----I 
· 1.100,3691'11 

, 

51 17,950~ \ 20,568 15 Of whICh • . 83,275 10 1 117,72711 103,844 9 4 1>91TI 

Nadaa Parootby · · 10,6331 : · · · ' 19,281 is Deduct decrease • . . : I 591H 

Cooppan dltto · · 89,665/J i · · " 98,078U Net increase 17,3:>8 U . . . 
Foreign Cotton · · 7011 I · · · 368 11 . 

j 

3. The exporb of cotton during the past year exceeded those o£ tbe precedin~ one hy 
candies 1,2IV, as shown in the margin, but tbe prices of cotton which in Fusly 1259, were 
45 to 70 rupJ!ell per candy, ranged durmg Fusly 1260, from 50 to 7;', the competition for 
the article h~vmg been mOle spirited. ' 

4. From the i.nformation 'Iect;ived, from the merchants at Tutacorin, it appears that the 
cotton brought to market has been of !!ood quality during the year under reVIew, and adul
teration'} were not practised to nearly as gl'eat an extent as during the pleceding year. This 
good result is, I bf'heve, the effect of a proclamation \\ hich was published ill accordance 
with the order of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th April last. and of a prosecution which 
was JIlstituted in the criminal c~urt fast year agaillst a pal ty who was detected attempting to 
sell to a merchant at Tutacorin bags of CQtton mixed With rubbish. 

fj. In order to form some ide~ wh~ther ~be soil and climate or the coa~t are more favour
able to the production of Amel'lcan cotton than tho"e of tbe tracts where native cotton 
flourishes best, I requested 1\Ir, Lees to favour me with information'regarding the pl'Oduce 
he has gathered from his fields, an'd called upon Mr. 'Cuxton, the superintendent of the 
Government farm at Sevacausey for a F-imilar return. The Government fields were sown 
fdther before Mr. Lees's, who did not commence operation till the beginning of 1850, yet It 
Will be seen in the annexed stateDlent that the out-turn hiLherto on the coast has far exceeded 
that in the intel ior. The experiment, however, has not been carned on'long enough to 
pronounce deCisively whether American cotton can profitably be (:ulti!ated on a large F-cale 
on ,the coast, but another party from En~land beSIdes Mr. Lees ha\"lng now embarked in 
the speculation, the questIOn Will, soon be thoroughly put to the Pl"Oot: 

Names of Gentlemen , 

I Average by whom and of the Particulars of Extent Produce Quantity V lilages where th. OC REMARKS. Amerlcan Cotton Land. I 
of 

Cultivation I' car- Cnltivation. thereof. Produee 

rled on. per Acre. 

------------
At:f'I!. SIJ·PI. IlllI. lln. 

The land cfcCOPled ",th' this 
Mr. Cuxton, Sevacau. 2 Nunjah gardena· " 5,760 1,360 3291 eullivation is bl.u:k. soil mtuated 

sey, in Sattoor Ta-
" PoonJah fielda · 13 23,720 1,007 i HI near Sev&eaosey. 

look. 
1 Old garden - - 35,937+ 5511 685 

-' 
Total' • · 18 I ~I,857l 2,918 t 1571 

, · 
M r. Lees, 1'rlcbendoor, 6 Gardens . · - 4,356 

W" 
1,400 Sown 20th This cuitiya-

m PODJamal Talook. 
No. i-

, · 212' 
January 1850. tion appears to - · 2 . . 424 ' Sown in have heeD. made 
Jauuary 1851. on 88Ddy soil 

Ditto • - · · - 21,780 260 ,520 Sown 18th along the sea 
November 1850. coast. 

2 26,136 824 318t 

6. A statement in the form which accompanied the Board's circular of the 25th July 1850, 
is herewith forwarded. . ' 

.Tmnevelly, 17th November .1851, (signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

'. () A 

FuslY'1259 2:1,519 
" 12CO 23,734 -InCl-ease 1,2_S 



STATEMENT h th TtIEt t fL ~ f, F 1 It' t d 'tt C tt h D' t' (~. B O"lDg e 0& x en 0 AND eu lva e Wl 1 0 on mt e IS net 0 mnevely, or us y 1260. 
J 

... 
CIRCAR LAND. suaVA ENAMS. ENAMS PAYING QUlT.RENT, TOTAL. 

-
No Quit·Rent Assessment 

TALOOKS, Chains. Acres. Assessment. Chains. Acres. Chams. Anes. or Chains, Acres. and 
Assessment. Quit-Rent. 

1. 2. 3. 4. O. 1I. 7 S. 9. 10. Ir;-- 12. 13. - -,--~----------. Co's Its . a. p. Co.'s Rs. a.p. Co.'sRs. 1'-, a. 
" . 

1 Nelliambalum .. - - 1481'6 1',7201 1,191 11 ,7 lll~ 40n _ 103;'4 374H I'll 11) 9 862H 3,1 36,;\- 1,363 -11 4 
-

2 Vedoogramum - - 938H 3,412H 2,262 14 7 - - - - - - 20lH 732 ';62 3 1 1,139H 4,I44i-i 3,025 1 8 

3 Tencausey - - - S8Il 1,386B- 901 2 3 - - - '" - - - - - . - . '" 3811 I,386H 907 2 3 

4, Saudoor - - .. 5,907 i 21,483H 26,385 14 8 402U 1,464H MBa\- 1,992H 2,586 3 4 6,858."6- 24,940 I 28,972 2 -
Ii Streevyg oontum - .. J,79OU 6,511 ~ 5,018 12 2 135 490a 31-1" 112H 59 7 9 1,0561 7,115 -k 5,078 311 

6 Ottllpedarum • . .. 3,491H 12,696-l-t 12,337 4, 10 95 i 346t} 431B 1,568 i J,353 14 2 4,O18 6\- 14,61lH 13,691 3 -
7 Punebllmo. - - .. 3,'249H lI,818H 1,947 2 4, - - . - . .. - - . - - ol - 3,249-H 1l,818H 1,947 2 4 

8 NlUlgoonary .. - - 1,744H 6,3-14:1-£ 2,657 14 II 181 66H 4il IoU 3 4 10 1,767H 6,426U 2,661 3 9 

0 Vullyoor .. - - 1,528H 5,557 ! 2,093 9 S I) IS·il.r - - - - - . - J,533H 5,575-/11' 2,093 9 8 ------- - - ----- - ----- -
TOTAL .. . .. 19,780H- 71,931H 54,802 '1 - 6671 2,427H 1,319;r", 4,791H !,937 -11 2J,767H 79,156h 59,739 '1 11 

I- I . 
10 Sherumadavy .. .. .. 299J'';r 1,088/or 296 11 9 .. .. .. .. .. - .. - .. .. '" .. . - 299/¥ J,088-.5/1" 296 11 9 

11 nremadasem . .. ... 765H 2,783~t 1,183 - , .. . .. - - .. .. .. .. - .. .. .. 760:1- 2,783gt 1,183 - 4 . 
l!! Streevellypoottoor .. .. 5,6S3 20,665U 26,650 14 10 '16"1"0- 277"1\ 4alI 15eB- 238 il 7 6,802H- I 21,099U 26,889 10 5 

Jl~' . 
18 SIIDkaramnarcovil .. .. 3,0701: 11,167H- 12,400 16 4 S7-/6 3171 581H 2,lUH 3,284 3,739B- J3,~99~t 15,735 11 -. 

------ - - -
TO'I'AL .. .. . 9,81SU 35,705~~ (0,581 10 3 163 1 I 594U 624H 2,271 a 3,523 7 3! ,IO,606H L 3S,57111 44,105 1 6 

, , 

l , -
•.• .. a I 

I i . I 
Grand Tout. .. .. .. ' 29,599H 107,637 ! 95,384 1 a 831 3,0'21 i ?,068n : 8,(60 8 2 32,37411 j117,727H- . 103,84' 9 6' 

i I I 

• 
(E. E.) 

(.igned) C. J. Bird, TiDnevelly, } 
n JuJ,185J. Collector. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 
. 

IIJ 

T~-w. iI Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
II. 

Madras, 

Sir, 
Para. 1. Adverting to tile circular orders of the Board of the 18th January IS49, I have COUIBATOU. 

the honour to fOI \VaI'd a statement, in the prescribed Jorm, flf the cotton cultivation in this 
district in Fusly 1260 (ISI>O-I>I). ' 

2. The aagregate quantity of land nppropriated to this description of cultivation amounts 
to 1,23,so,,'acres or 10,241) acres, above the extent of the past year, bearing an assessment of 
Rs.1,49,579. 1., and a demand tlf R,. 1,~S,33:;. 'U. 

3. American cotton has been grown in only lSI U' acres in t,wo talooks, Pulachey 
and Coimbatoor; the produce with seed did not exceed 92 candies and eight maunds, all of 
which were sold to Dr. Wight. ' 

4. The other kinds of cotton amount to 40,270 candies and 18 maunds, or 8,118 candles 
more than the produce of 1259. Of this, 13,451 candies are estimated to have been cou
sum~d by the gl'ower, leaving 26,~19 candies available for market. 

5. The average prod~ce of American seed cotton in an acre of land is about 2;,)4Ibs., that 
of the other kinds 163, or about 36 per ~ent. less. 

6. It would appear, fl'om tIle memorandum in the margin,· that 2,978~ candies of wool, 
equivalent to 12,660 candies of seed cottOll, wel'e exported in tbe year under review, and 
that the remainder 14,1:'11) candies have either been consumed within tbe district, or are on 
stock. 

Of. The ptice of a candy of wool (country) was about the same as m 1259, RI.50 
and 52. 

8. It will be obEerved that the cultivation of cotton increases annually. Fuslies 1256 
and 12b7 only show a defiCiency from bad seasons in aU the olher years j there has been 
a frogresslve Increase. 

9. I take thiS opportunity of stating, with reference to the Board's circular of the 
14th April last, that It has not come under my nutice that cotton, ,when pac~ed for sale, ha'! 
been adulterated with that of an inferior qualilY. Previousjo the establIshment of the gin 
machmerY'at 90imbatort', the quality of the a~ticle w~s not so good as it has been since it 
wa'! c1eltned with the natIve ('hurka, and was mferlor In c1eannes .. , bllt the tbrasl1el' and gin 
now in use have couducl'd to remedy this defect. The growers, however, do not usuallv 
bestow mJ,lch attention in gathermg the produce, and, lookmg rather to quantity than to tlie 
quality of the article, stIli carelessly mix good and bad: efforts are made to preventthis evil 
as far 8S practicable. " 

Coimbator", 7 October 1851. (signed) E. B. Tll.Ornas, Collector. 

Enclosure No. I Statement. 

F1I8lie8. Acre,. 

J 255 - 1,og,lnG 
1 ~56 - 79,94d 
1 ~S7 - 94,916 
ll58 - 1,11,781 
12 59 - 1, t3,551\ 
1260 - .,23,801 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. NELLOBE. 

Sir. 
Para. J. IN refeience to the Board's circular. dated the 18th January 1849, and the 

further letters: noted in the margin,t I have the honour to submit a statement showing the 
total extent of land cultivated with cotton in thIS district for Fllsly 1260. 

2. The Board will observe that this cultivation is carried on to a limited extent only in 
Nellore. The little totton that is raised is generally used in the district. The western and 
northelD' dry talooks are the only: places where comparattvely it is grown to any consideraMe 
extent, and wIlen the article produced there is more than sufficient for consumption in those 
parts, it is exported in small quantities to the adjoining northern districts. 

3. The article is imported in large quantitieR from tbe-western districts, and, with the 
exception of a very small portion resented for home consumption, is exported to Madras, 
where the dealers generally find a good malket. 

• COTTON WOOL: 

'ro Bombay 
Madras 
Salem -
'l'innevelly 
Madura 
Calicut 

Candies. 

750 
~~3 

685 
- 1,17tik 

35~ 
108, 

I!m8! 

4. The 

t From Board, 25th July 1~50 ~ from Board, 14th April185~; from Board, uth October l8sa. 

296-Sf:'ss.2. P 



"4 \ PAPERS .RELATINp TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 184i, 
\ j \ v 

II. 
)1adras. 

. 
4. ~h~ cotton pl'odUced in th~s, district bei~g so limited, and thefe being no uport 

trade In It, there are no opportumtles of observmg whether the article is mired with that of 
an inferiol' quality, or with raw-seeded cotton for th~ pur~ose or fraudulent detelioration. 

5. I take this oppol'tuwty to state that the American cottoD-seed lately furnished from the 
P!es~dency with instructions from Dr. Wight for trying it In the coast sandy soils, has been 
distributed to the sea-coast talooks; the succe~s which may attend the expeliment \\iIl be 
duly repO\'1ed. . 

Nellore, Collectol's Cutchert'y. 
9 November 1852. 

(signM) D. White, Collector. 

STATEMENT sho\ving the Total Extent of L.UID cultivated wIth COTTON in the District of Nellore, Cor Fusly 1260 • 
. 

CIRCAR LAND. Survs Enam. pa,in& Quit-rent, 
mcludmg TOTAL. 

No. Enam. CllIldregaa Sbrotrlems. 
TALOOKS. 

t 
Acres. Assessment. Acree. Acres. Quit-rent or Acres. I A18e18ment and 

ASBessment. i QUIt-rpot. 

1. 2. I 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. D. 
*' 

i - - - -
I I Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs.. a. p. 

1 SurvapuUy 
I I - I - - - - - - -· 2 Cotah - - · I - - - - - - -

3 NeUore · . · - - - - - - -
4 Talamunchy - - - - - - - - -. 
5 Sung-urn - - · 1l~ 174 5 7 - · 5 It'S - 122 180 13 7 

6 Cavaly · - · - - - - I - - -
7 ToommulLulpoor - 25 45 10 9 .. · - - .. - . 25 45 10 9 

8 Goondavole - · 50 97 13 9 18 13 I 24 - - 81 121 13 9 

9 R,Lvoor - - · 379 718 7 \0 6 88 211 2 3 473 929 10 1 

10 Calegberry - · 277 178 4 10 . · . - - - . 277 
1 

178 , 10 

11 W oodiagherry - · 1,493 1,283 9 2 143 112 

I 
79 10 9 1,748 I 1,363 311 

12 Sydapoor • 40 52 11 9 3 2 1 4 45 
I 

63 16 9 - - - , 
I 

2,381 1 2,550 15 8 170 220 I 322 9 2,771 
i-

8 8 - i 2,873 

I 

13 Buddapoody . -\ ~O 148 1 2- U 82 161 U 5 196 
i 

a09 16 '1 

14 Davagoodoor - - 1,420 2,184 6 I 9 84 54 13 - 1,513 2,239 3 1 
I 

15 Ongole · - - 1,601 3,42~ - 8 6S 229 389 13 7 1,81)5 I 3,811 14 3 

16 Enamanamellore · 102 169 13 5 7 64 83 1 9 163 I 252 U 2 

17 Chendalore .. - 483 519 :u 3 76 277 489 a ... 838 I 1,008 U 3 -~J696 J 6,444 - '1 181 726 1,1'18 13 9 4,603 I 7,622 14, , 
6,on 8,995 - a I 351 1 946 I 1,501 6 9 I 7,374 ~ 10,49/J '1 -

Nellore, Collector's Cutcherry. 9 November 1852. D. White, Collector. 

CANARA. To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I HA VE the honour to acknowledge an extract from tl1e Proceedings of the Board 

of Revenue, dated 26th of February, for\\>ardmg for my information copy of the Boa.d'lI 
letter to the collectors of the cotton-glowing districts, on the repre~sion of the practice of 
the adulteration of cotton, and also the. Board's Proceeding'! of the 26th January, lo~ward~ng 
certain papers on the same subject, communicated by the Government of Bombay, to willch 
sp~clal reference is made to the inferior quality of the cotton exported frOID Compta. 

2. I am now desirolls or layin ... before the Board-the annexed petition presented to me 
by the merchants of Compta on : recent visit paid by me to that large tradi!1g port, and ~be 
endorsement whIch I gave upon it. I was gratified to find that the merchants are becom.lOg' 

. . ~re 



TO PROMOTRTHE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN' INDIA. 115 

alive to the injurious effects upon their trade of the selfish frauds practised by some of their 
Dlemberfl, and that they were desirous to co-operate with the Government in clJeckinO' tbese 
malpracticE's; and I held a long converEation with them as to the Dl'lnner in Which the 
Government could best advance their interests in thii respect. 

3. The result of this conversation was briefly this: I explained to them that in the 
pre .. ent state of the law I had the power of punishing any party guilty of fraud, but that I 
had no power to punish for selIing or for exporting cotton of inferior quality, or even cutton 
mixed with seed, 60 long as there was no fraud ID the transaction. 1 therefure suggested 
that parties purchasing cotton should demand a sample of it, and if they chose, lodge this 
sample duly sealed in the Cutcherry, and that if it appeared that dirt or bad cotton was 
concealed ID the I.ales, this would, I considered, be a punishable offence. But for this it 
was nE'cessary that the party injured should seek redress, and expose the tiaud. The 
mercbants all agrfed in stating that thi, they could not do. They declared tbat it would 
be impofosible for any of them to become prosecutols, and they explained that what they 
wi .. bed wa<; tllat the Government should interfere, and positively prohibit the export of 
all cotton not of good marketable quality; they asl..ed me to do for the cotton trade what 
bad been done for the rIce trade. 

4. I explained to them that tllere was an essential difference between the tracle In rice 
and that in cotton. In one the ottimce was thatpf gIving fal&e measure, or that of mixing 
deleteriOus ingledients, wheleas they asked me to determme what quality of cotton was 
rlt for the I)lar~et, and I asked them whether they were prepared for their trade being 
intefl'upte\l ~ufficlently to institute an examination, aud for the examination being entrusted 
to a native ofiici&I. 

a. They Slated that they were so, and that as soon as eller it should be known that any 
GOlelIJment superintendence IAaS exerci .. ed, the partlu would cease to send down flOm the 
Ghats the dllty cotton which was now forced into the market. They suggested that the 
police aUDle'en should be directed to examine a certam number of the bales in each lot, and 
that .. uch as was so dirty or so full of' seed as to appear unfit for the market, should be 
lIubmltted to a punchayet of merchants, and detained pending instructions. 

6. I promised them to give their request due consideration, and I 11ave been satisfied 
that individuals are in the ple!'ent sta"te of native society quile heIple,s, and that when 'a 
JJlactice of tl>.Js kind has becoma' plevalent in any tracie, nothing but the interference .of 
Government can check it, and save the trade. 

7. I have thelefol'e ulrlcted that au examination of the cotton be made. and that any 
of deCidedly Improper quahty be stopptd, and I have explained to the parties that I have 
'the pow!:r of Ie porting to Bombay the shipments of any which would render the parties 
lIable to the heavy penaltie$ of the new Act in operatIon in that presidency. 

8. I have reason to hope that this measure will effect some good, and I think it will 
do so If It only prepares the way for more stringent measurE'S, if the'le appear to be 
necessary. 

9. 1 he Bo,lrd wlli see that I £tm far from considering that I have established an efficient 
('!Olltroi over thiS trade; thIS \S not in my power, hut I hope that the measure 1 hav(! taken 
may have some effect. It farthel' measures !'bould hereafter be necessary, I would beg to 
su~gest that thest· may pClhaps be more advantageously adopted by applving the stringent 
po\\ers whIch the Al.t gIves to the cotton when mtl'oduced mto Bombay, than by extendlDg 
Its prOVISions to thiS distriCt. 

10. The letters of the Chamber of Commerce show that there are at Bombay parties \\ho 
leep a watchful attention upon the iLlterests of tIllS tl ade, and the means they possess of 
testmg the qualIty of the cottCln when introduced there are Sf) superior to any that we 
possess, or can hope for in a 'Provincial polf, that It IS to their ~xertlOns that I Jook most 
hopefully for any Improvement .n the Compta cotton trade. If the imports into Bombay 
are carefully examined there, a few mstanc~s of pumshmelJt under the Act will soon bave a 
great effect m Com pta. . -

Collector's Cutcherry on Circuit, 
Ankola, 13 March 1852. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) F. N. Maltby, Collector. 

To F. N. Maltby, Esq., Collector of Canara. 

The Petition of Bombay Merchants reSIding at Coom-pta, in the Talook of Honore. 

AMONGST the ports of this district that of Coompta is one of the chief. the trade in cotton 
wool being carned on there to a very great extent, and as the cultivation of cotton is 
increasin~ above the Ghauls, the numbtr of merchants wbo resort here for trading purposes. 
is in(,l'easmg; but the cotton traders from above the Ghauts impose on us bv adulterating 
it. ThiS cotton is exported by us to Bom bay tor re-exportation to Europe, th~ merchants of 
which place suffer great Joss. frum which we also are by no means flee. There has been a 
great sensation at Bombay on account of the adulteration of cotton, and the merchants were 
consequently ,obliged to take their complaints before the Government, who, after reference 

2g6-Sess. 2. P 2 t() 

U. 
Madras. 



n .. 
Madras. 

No. 41. 

flO \, PAl>ERS;RELATINCi'TO MEASURES, TfAKEN SINCE!1847' 

to the Governor-general, have issued orders to all the talooks belonoring to that presidency 
to kl'ep stl'ict vigilance, in consequence of which all adulterated cotton broU<Yht for exporta
tion is ?-o~ confiscated, anq the exporter subjected ~u' a fine of l!OOO tup~s. lVe think 
that thIs cIrcumstance must be known to you. h1 spIte of such stnct supervision, however, 
the exporters fr0l?- above. the Ghauts do not unfrequently export here adulterated cotton 
for the sake of gam; but III the absence of any enactment to check tht'ir frauds at this 
place great loss is entailed on us, and the trade is thus cberked. Even if we ourselvee 
resolve not to buy such cotton. thele are not wanting here peoplll who will deal in it and 
sometimes, even If we all combine III one opimon, the can'iels themselveo; export the c~tton 
direct to Bombay. We therlilfore beg to represent that, for a fair trade in cotton to be 
carried on here, it is requisite that you should pass,an order, as that now in force a!!ainst the 
{,'auds practised III rice by mIxing it with water, &e., forbidding all the carrIers'" to bring 
do~1.l adulterated cotton. We regucst that the police ameen ot ~oompta may be directed 
to m\;pect all the cotton bales .yol1lmg from above the Ghauts, .... hlch arrangement will not 
only be a hoon to the melclmnts, but also secure a good name to the Government and 
influence' the trade; and so we pray 1h~t this request may be COnIIJlied WIth. ' , 

9 February 1852. 

ENDORSEllENT. 

I HAVE read your petition, and given attention to the statements made in it. I am glad 
~hat the merchants are fully aWdl'e of the injury which is done to 'their trade by the expol t 
of damaged goods, and goods fraudulently packed, and that they 'ue desirous of co-operatmg 
with the Govemment to prevent fraud Ilnd the export of gnodo( not fit t(lI' the market., 

Any parties who commit fraud are punishable by the'regulations; and ,rallY parties who 
are injured by such fra~ds bring their cb/llplaint~ before the authOrities, they will be duly 
inquired into. 

But I find that the object' of your petition is hot lit) much to seek protection against 
actual flaud as to reque!lt the prohIbitIOn of exportmg from Coompta cotton mixed with 
seed and dirt, and thus, unfit for' the Bombay market,- the export of which injures the 
character of ,the Coompla cotton generally. and l,iepreclates its value. 

On this subject J am desirouEj of assisting you by every mean'i which the' Jaw allowlI, and 
I have dir\!cted that .the, cotton brpught fur exportation ,be examined by the officers of 
Government; ,and if any is found to be so full of dirt and,seed a~,to,he unfit {\)r the market, 
it will be returned to the owne,'; and any COlton expQrted contral y to this I ule Will be 
reportecl to the, ,allthuljties at Bombay, and the parll~ wI!1 be liable to the punishment 
which the Act~wards. 

(TruE' translation and copy.) 
(signed) F. No ..,Jla,ltby. Collector. 

(No; '472.) 

1. WITH the foregoing letter the Board of Revenue submit reports from the collectors of 
the chief cotton-growinO' districts, as noted in the margin,· on the cultivation of cotton 
during Fusly l260, and ~n the extent to which the adulteration of that artIcle ii practised lB 

those provinces. 

2. The extent of land, GOVE'Jnment and enams, under cultivation, with the nssessruent or 
quit-rent upon it, IS exhibited below: 

Govern~ent land bearing full assessment -

Surva enam, Of ren~-flee Jands-

Enam lands payin~ quit-rent -

,-TOTAL Extent 

Extent In I Assessment. 
• Acres. ~ __ 1 ______ / 

6,15,626 _ 7,8.3,2351 

1,33,455 

1,11,846 61,6.')9 

Average 
per Acre. 

RI. a. p. 
1 4 4 

- 7 4 

3. The entlt,e extent of land under cotton cultIvation in the districts under' report durin~ 
Fusly 1260, is\stated to have exceeded that of the pl'evious Fusly by acres 1,3.8,018, and 
the assessment' by 1,46,539 rupees," "fhere would, however, seem tu be soDle mac curacy 

, here. 

, .• , Guntoof, Bellar)" Cuddapah, Kurnoo], Madura, Tinnevelly, Coimbatore, Nellore •. 
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,here. The increase in seven out of the eight districts reported 011 is given in the ahstract 
~statement in para. 4, at 1,30,644 acres, and rupees 1,36,043. and the difference between 
this increase and that noted in pal'a. 3, or acres 7,374. and rupees 10,496" tallies exactly 
"ith the quantity and assessment of land cultivated in Nellore during Fu!>ly 1260, thus 
leading to the inference that tbere could have been 110 cotton cultivation in that district for 
tbe preceding year, Fusly 1259, v;hicll does not appear probable. 

4. There is an increase in all the seven districts noted in para. 4, especially in Kurnool, 
whele it was the lalgest, and iB attributed to the favourable nature oftlle sealoOIl, and to the 
enhanced pliceo; for cotton which plevailed in the market, cleating a demand for that 
article. ' 

5. The result of the experiments made with two dharwar saw-~ins by a merchant in Bel
lary is very satisfolctory, and demonstrates the superiority of these machines in cleaning 
cotton. The Government agree with the Board that their e\tended use would be of much 
advantage. It does not appear whether any further trials have been made with these gins 
in Cudddpdh, nor is an~ mention made as to the employment m any of the districts reported 
on, of the cottage saw-gIns sent out f .. om England by the Honourdble the Court of Directl'rs. 

6. Amel'ican cotton still continues to he cultivated to a "Iery limited extent. The only 
districts in which it has been tlit'd are Tinnevelly, CoimbatOle, Bellary, and Cuddapah. 
The result of the' experiments reported by the collector of 'flDneveUy, and r~ferred to by the 
.Board in para. S, go to indicate that the soil and climate of the coast are more favourable to 
its culture than the,se of the interior. There has, however, been a very large increase in the 
cultivation of tbis cotton in Bellary,. wh\ch is attributed to the demand for the article created 
by the Bombay merchants, whose \lgents have been makiug advances to induce tbe ryots to 
undel take its cultivation. The Government quite agree with the Board tbat tbe prospect of 
a ready market for the produce is the only incentive which can stimulate the produ\ tion of 
this species of cotton, and tbat there is no reason to doubt that the adc\Jtional care and 
lahoUl' reqUired to raise it would be forthcoming If the ryot lound himself proportIOnately 
J'cmunerated. . 

7. In the concluding paras. of their Proceedings, 12, 13~ 14, the Board review the accounts 
given bv the several collectors in respect to the fraudulent adulteration bf cottoil. in their 
districts. With reference to the statement made by the collector of Madura, that ID hIS 

.district deteJiorated cotton is coullllOnly sold with the knowledge of the merchants, btlcause 
the shortsighted persons (i. e. the exporters) who purr.hase it, will not IDcrease their price ID 
proportion to the purity of the article, the Board observe, that so long as this 1s the case a 
chan~e cannot be expected. The Governor in Council fully subscribes to the justice of this 
opimon. TI.e true and only effectual check to tbe adulteration of cotton, as of any otlier 
article, must be applied by the dealers 'themselve!l. by their steadily rejecting that which is 
jnferior, and giving 'Such prices as shall fOl'm a sufficient inducement to the growers to brin'" 
,their cotton into the market ill a pure and well-cleaned condition. 0 

(signed) T. P!Jcroft, 
Fort St. ~eorge. 21 April 1853. Secretary to Government. 

28 April.-Sent in consequen<;e the foIlow~ng letter: 

(No. 473.) 

II,. 
Madras. 

From '1'. P!Jcrojt, Esq., Secretllry tq Government, to H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Secl'etary to No. 42 
the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, ' • 
WITH reference to your letters of Ihe Gin February and 16th and 31st December 1851, 

1 am directed by the Right Hllnourable the Governor in Council to forward the accom-
,panyillO' copy of a communication flom the Board of Revenue and of its enclosures, togetner 28 Feb, 185' 
with al~ extract from the Minutps of Consultation of this date, rel<}.ting to the cultivation of No. 84- • 
cotton in the chief totton-growing districts of this presidency during Fusly 1260,.and on the 
~Atent to which the adulteration of th.1t article IS plactil>ed ill those provlllces. 

Fort St. George, I have, &c. 
27 Apli11853. (signed) T. P!Jcroft, 

Secretary to Government. 

• Increase according to para. 3 
Ditto according to para. 4 

.2g6-Sess, 2, 

'\ Acres. 
1.a8,018 
1,30 ,6« 

Rupees. 

1,+6,539 
1,36,043 

llEVENUE 



118 '<PAPERS RELATING TO'MEASUR&'<; TAKEN SINCE '1847 ~ 
II. 

Madras. 

REVENUE L{'tter from the Government of Fort St. George, dated 3 April 1854. 
No. 16. " 

Dated 22 Decem
ber 1853, No. 598. 

1. WE have the honour to forward; for the information of your Honourable 
Court, copy of a communication from the Board of Revenue, submittinO' the 
reports of the collectors of the chief cotton-growing districts undero this 
Presidency, on the cultivation of cotton during Fusly 1261, and b{'g leave ta
refer your Honourable Court to our Proceedings of the dates noted in the 
margin *' for the observations and orders we have recorded on the subject. 

No. 34. 

EXTRACT FOit St. George Revenu~ Consultation or 7lh December 1852. 

Read the following letter: 

eN II. 7295 ,of 1852..) 

From A. 1I-lalet, Esq., Chier Sec.retary to Government of Bombay, to Sir H. C. 1Jl(Jnt. 
gomery, Bart., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE been directed by tIle Righ~ Honoulabre the Governor in Council to tran~mit 

herewith copy of the papers, as per margin,t and to lequest that the Government (If Fort 
St. George will be pleased to f.lvour tbls GovernmE'nt With the informatIon therem referred 
to as regards the extent of cott'ln cultivation under the Madras Presideney. 

2. A form of the return furni:;h!.'d by the collectols under tI.is PreSidency is. 
appended. 

Bombay Cnslle, 
10 November 1852. 

(No. 72 of 1852.) 

(llave, &c. 
(si!!,ned) A. Malet. 

Chief Secletary to Government. 

Sir, 
To A.. Malee, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

REFERRING to para. 3 of Mr. Secret .. ry Goldsmld's letter to the Chamber of Com
merce, No. 80 of 1851, and dated 4th January of that year, "herein a promise was held out 
that Govelmnent wO~lld endeavour to ensure the preparalion of statements on a uniform 
systellJ for every cotton-growing district, showing the extent.of land cultIvated with indl
gepous and for",ign seed cotton, the numbCl' of chulkas and gms, and the pro~pects o.f the 
season, &c., &c., which statements Government was then pleasf'd to say shlluld be publsshed 
ill the Goverl,llllent Gaiette, I am now directed by the CommIttee of the Cha,?ber l'espect
Jully to request the renewed attention of the Right Honourable the GO\'ernor 1Il C?ouncll to 
thIS subject. I am further desired to point out the importancE', in the executson of the 
above-mentioned de.lgn, of including aU the native states which contribute to the supply of 
cotton exported from Bombay, sO that Government and the public may be informed, 00 a 
subject of such vast and equal mterest to both, the extent of cotton cultivation throughout-
the'country. •. 

Sbould there be no statistics already conected in the other presidenci~s, an~ now 
available, the Committee of the Chamber suggests that those relating tu thl~ preSIdency 
and forei.:rn states adja('ent should be made pubbc in the meantime. The ~tatlstJcs of cotton 
growing in Berar and the Nizam's dominions generally are particularly desired. 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 
25 October 1M2 • 

I have, &c. 
(~igned) John Connon, 

Secretary. 

.. Cons., 7th December 18511, Nos. 34 & 35; Cons., 31 January 1854. Nos. 20 tn ~Z2. 
t From the Secretary to the Chamber ofComOlerce, No. ill, dated 25 October 1852. Paras. 1 

and 2 ofreply to SecretarJ to the Chamber of Commerce! dated 10th Novenlber 1852, No. i 294· 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. JJ9 

EXTRACT Para". 1 and 2 from a Guvernment Letter to the Secretary to the Chamber 
of CommE'rcc, dated 10 November 18[)2. 

(No. 7294.) 

Para. 1. I HAVE been directed by the Right Ho!,!oarable the Govemorin Council toacknow-
2edge the receipt of your let.ter, No. 72, dated the 26th ultimo, and to state, for the information 
-of the Chamber of Commerce, that the ileveral eollectors under this Pre.udeocv - have been 
-directed immediately to forward to Government the returns relative to the extent of cotton 
-cultivation therein referred to for the current &ellson. 

2. Government also hope to receive, at an earlY date, approximate returns {jom the 
political agents, Southern Mahratta country and Kolapoor; but the results of references 
:already made Jead his Lordship in Council to apprehend that the political officers in the 
.northern parts orthe Presidency will not be able to furnish any r.tatements. 

I have, &c. 
(o;igned) A. Malet, 

Chief' Secretary to Government. 

STATEMENT showing the Extent of L.&!ID cultivated with Indigenous and Exotic CoTTON, in 
the _ Collectorate, and its probable Yield in Candies of 784 lbs •• for the Year --

Land Planted'with Cotton. ProDabIe Produce in Candies of 7841bs. 

. 
Zilla. Acres Acres 

or Beeghas or Hepghaa TOTAL. Exotie. Indigenous. TOTAL. 

ExotIc. Indigenous. -- -. 

/ 

(signed) ..t. Malet, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

(No. 1178.) 

II. 
Madra 

RESOLVED, that the Board of "Revenue be requested to furnish the information required 
lby the Bombay Government in the above letter. , No. ~ 

(signed) 7~ PycToft, 
Fort St. George, 7 December 1852. Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Cons. of 31 January 1854. 

Read the following Jetter: 

(No. 598.) 

From W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to Sir H. C. Montgomery, 
Bart., Chief Secreta.ry to Government. 

Sir, 22 December 18S3. 
I AM directed by 1he ~oard o~ Revenue to su~mit, for the information of the Right 

Honow'3.ble the Governor In Counctl,-the accompanym'" annual reportst rrom the chief' cotton 
districts of this Presidency for Fusly 1261. I:> 

2. A general 

• Letters to th~ Collectors. dated 4th November 18,'11. , 
t From Guntoor, 11th in Cons .. 29th Novem~er 1852; from Bellary, 8th July, in Cons .. 18th 

~ugust 18S:l; from Cuddapah, s8th September, In Coos., 7th October 1851; from Kuroool, 11th 
In Cons, 18t~ August 1853; from Kurnoo!, 23d November, in Cons., 19th December 1853; from 
l\Iadura, 1St 1D Cons., 7th March 18~3; from TlDneveJly, 20th December 18511, in Cons., 6th 
January 1853; from COlmbatore, 8th,IO Cons., J5th November 185'1; from Nellore, 19thiA Cous .. 
!Hst July 1853. • 

2g6-Sess. 2. p 4 

No. \I 



HOI PAPE~.S RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 
II. 

Madras. 2. A general view of the quantity of land cultivated, and' of the assessment thereon is 
exhibited In the annexed Statement: ' ~ 

CIRCAR LAlI>D. Surva Enam. • Enams paYIng Quit-Rent. TOTAL. 

DISTRICT. ~-------- ------
Extent. Assessment. Extent. Extent. A~sessmcnt. E:lteat. I A_smeat. 

- - ----- -- -

Acres. 
I 

Rs. a. p. Acres. Acre". Rs. a. p. Acres. Rs. 
Guntoor· · I 60,901 75,895 - - 10,352 25,966 12,067 - - 87,219 87,962 

Bellary . - 1,45\152 2,11,312 - - 78,'305 26,659 10,221 - - 2,50,116 ! 2,21,533 

Cuddllpah - 58,724 88,153 - - 28,285 8,!!30 3,199 - - 95,839 91,352 
I 

Kurnool • - 69,032 85,128 - - 9,032 36,785 13,567 - i 1,14,849 08,'395 -
I 

Madura. - 80,179 1,19,1)55 - - 3,956 872 1,392 - -I 85,007 1,20,9'7 
I 

TinnevelI,r - 1,31,294 1,14,408 - - 2,899 5,968 7,067 - - , 1,40,161 1,21,475 , 

Coimbatore 1,21,132 1,44,999 5,314 2,803 1,948 
I 

1,29,249 1,46,947 · - - -
~I Nellol'e - · 5,973 9,227 - - 442 1,332 1,981 - 7,7'7 , 11;208 . I ---- --

TOTAL - • 6,62,387 8,48,677 - - 1,38,580' 1,09,215 I 51,44;-:-=-1 9,10,187 ! 9,00,119 
I 

3. It will thus be observed that the entire extent of land cultivated with cotton durirlg the 
year under review, was 9,10,18'1 al!res., including ellams, yieldmg lin assessment of 9,00,119 
rupees. ThIS result exceeds the outturn of the preceding Fuslv by 49,260 acres in extent of 
land, and 65,222 rupees in I'egal'd to assessment, and is attributable to seatlonable rain at 
the period of sowing the crops, as well as to greater deman4 for the article. 

4. A comparative view of the extent of cultivatIOn in the different districts, in Fusly 1261, 
and in, the year precedmg, i~ exhibited in the following Abstract Statement:-

Fusly 1260. Fusly 1261. Increase. Deer_. 

DISTRICT. I Assessment. 
Assese- :-:-,-:':ess-Extent. Extent. Assessment. Extent. ment. en. ment. 

---- ----"-- -.--- ----
I Acres. Rs. Acres. Rs. Acres. R,. Acre,. Rs. 

Guntoor - - 85,026 88,969 87,219 87,962 - - - - 1,307 1,007 

Bellary - - I 
2,41,529 i 1,97,664 2,50,116 2,21,533 8,587 23,869 - -

Cuddapah - - 91,409 85,063 93,830; 91,352 4,430 6,289 - -
Kurnool - · 1,15,868 

, 
96,(;33 1,14,849 98,695 - - 2,0(12 1,010 -

Madura - · 74,687 1,07,503 8.5,007 1,20,947 10,320 13,444 - -
Tinnevelly - · ],17,727 1,03,844 1,40,161 1,21,475 22,434 17,631 - -
Coimbatore '- 1,23,007 I,!4,725 1,29,249 1,49,941 5,442 2,222 - -
Nellore . - 7,374 10,496 7,747 11,208 373 712 - ------------ - -

TOTAL. - 8,60,927 8,34,897 9,10,187, 9,00,119 51,586 66,229 2,326 1,007-
" 

5. An increase of CUltf' ation, it will be observed, ~atl ~ccurred in all tl?e di~tJicls excef't 
Guntoor and Kurnool. he decrease in the former du;tnct happened chIefly 1D the talook 
of Timmercottah and is wing to the destruction of the young plants caused by the storm 
of 7th Novembe; 1851, a d thehea~y rains WhIch. accompanied it; a failure of t~e.b~eeze 

. from seaward during the growinO' season is also aSSIgned as another reason for the fhmlDlShed 
outturn •. There was, however : rise in the price of the article from Rs.14. 13. S. per 
candy of uncleaned cotton in Fusly 12fiO, to Rs.15. 14. in Fusly 1261. 

6. The decrease in Kurnool, which occurred chiefly in th~ surva enam landq
, is &tt~buted 

to a similar cause, and to a partial blight that happened just as the crops were commg .to 
matunty 

-- -
a. 
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TO PROMOTE THE! CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN IN'DIA. I:!l 

maturity. "The prices obtained were, however, favourable, bejng R •. 2. 5. 10. per maund. 
only a trl~e IUVIer than those of the previous year. 

7. The greatest increase of cotton cultivation has occurred in the district o( TinnevelIy, 
where 22,434 acres of land were planted in the fusly under review, more than In the year 
~receding. Of this, 1,465 were of the American species, and 20,968 of the indigenous kinds. 
fhe packing for export has mUl!h improved, no complaints of adultt'ratlOn haling been this 
year heard • 

. 8. 'the tlial of American seed is still made to a limited extent, but the results are not \ery 
encoulliging. In Bellary, however, the produce of the six westernmost talooks, in conse
quence of advances being made for 'the supply of the demand in, Bombay, has exceeded by 
'705 maunds of cleaned cotton. that of fusly 1260, which was only 195 maunds. 

9. In Cudddpah, the cultivation ot the American species was attempted in 15 villages of 
four of the southern talooks, but tbe produce was injured by blight and heavy rain. The 
·crops raised on a prece of land measuring 35 coontuhs, having been watered by a well, 
yidded a good return. 'fhe experiments instituted in this district have so signally failed 
hitherto, that tile Board do not look for much success in the collector's further experiments. 

10. The supply of American seed received in Kurnool in 1851 was distributed among the 
principal growers, and '70 acres in qlBerent villages were sown with it, but owing to the 
same causes as affected the indigenous plant the crop was deficient, and to a greater degree 
than that reared from the ordinary seed. 

- '11. 'fhe experiments tried-by the zemindar of Ramnad on the seaside were promising at 
first, but Rubsequently failed_ The collector of ,Madura, however, thinks that the tnal was 

_ n()tJa!r!'y.~on~uctt'd, and p1!!J>0ses to. rep.eat ~t ir.p()s~ible dut:ing t~e succeeding fusly. 

12. ,The repol t (10m Tinnevelly is almost equally unsatisfactory as regards the 'produce 
fl"Om American. seed. Though the qtlahty of the cotton was good, and fully reahsed the 
expectations that had beeq formed of ii, the quantity produced was so scanty that no 
adequate return could, the collector think~, (for the two Eumpeans who instituted the 
exppriment declined. to fUl'llish any illbrmation as to tbe out-turn), be renHsed for the 
caJ.ital expended. One of the gentlemen who instituted the bidl hrls relinquished the 
enterprise, but Mr. Lees contlOues to persevere. and still hopes to succeed. 

13. From the experiments carried on in the Goverl}ment farm at Shevacauscy, in the 
ahove distJict, it lippears that the cultivation of American cotton 00 poonjah land is 
attended with loc;s from the scantinessortheproduce, whllc,ifwatered, the net annual proceeds, 
even at five rupees per acre, are scarcely sufficient to attract :the attention of Europeans to 
the speculatioD, or to induce the native growe1s to devote much land to It. 

14. In Coimbatore, American cotton was culth'ated in 336 acres in the Pullachy and 
Coimbatore talooks; the produce of it amounted to 45~ candles, and was sold to the late 
Mr. D. Campbell, and certain private merchants. Each acre is estimated to yield 681bs. 
of American cotton, while it produces 149 Ibs. of the other kinds., Though the cultIvation 
of cotton gem'rally was extended, the produce from the adverse state of the season fell 
short or the yield of the previous year. 

]5. An attempt bas been made b}\ the collector of NeIJore to introduce the cultivation 
of the American species in his c1istrlct, but the result is not known, and will be reported 
on hereafter. 

II. 
lIadras. 

16. The Board take this opportunity of forwarding a statement of the cotton produce of In Cons. 
this Pl'esidency,* willch was ca.lled for in extract Minutes of Consultation, 7tb December, 28th Feb. 1853. 
1832, for the infurmation of the Bombay Government and the Chamber of Commerce. 
This statement applies strictly to the fusly year 1262, but may be considered as an 
appI'oxima!e estimate of the annual return that OIay be expected at the present time under 
ordmal'Y circumstances of the season. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. GeOlcie, 
22 December 1853. 

(signed) Iv:n. Bayley, 
• Secretary. 

• From Guntoor, 11th in Cons., 18th Apr.118~'i3; from Nellore, 21St in Cons., 26th May 18.53; 
from B{cllary, 14th in Cons., 28th April 1853; frum Cudrlapah, 13th in Cons., 21st Apri) 185:;; 
from Kurnoal, 25th Apl'iI, ill Cons., 5th May 1853; from Madura, 25th Augullt, in CODS., 8th Sep. 
tember 185:1; from Tinne\eJ:,y, 15th in Cons., 25 Ap~il 1853; from Coimbatore, 26th Aprll, II) 

Cons., 5th May 1853. 

2g6-Sess. 2. Q STATEMENT 



II. 
Madras. 

NTOOR. 

sly 1258 -
., 1259-
., 1 ~60 -
., 1261-

1'l2 " PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

STATEI\JENT showing the EXlent'of Land Cultinted with Indigenous and uotie Cotton in the 
Cotton Districts of the :ltfadras Presidf:ncy. and its probable Yield in Candies of 784 Ibl., for the 
Fusly yellr 1262. 

I Land Planted With Cotton. Probable Prodoee DC Cl~aned 
Cotton 111 Canwe. of i1!4lbe. 

DISTRICTS. 

l~ Inwge. j TOl'A1-

R.:1I4 ........ 
Indigenous. TOTAL. Exotic. , 

DOUI. I 

Aores. AcreR. Acres. CandleJ. Condie •• cat/die •• / 
Gunt~r • - 13 lo.t,612 104,62& - - 1,730 1,730 The weigbtofclealled 
BelIal - - 314 235,243 235,557 12 J2,J30 12,142 I cotton is estuullted on 
Cuddapah - 2 89,74,1 89,749 (2lbs.) l,6!i2 ),682 i anaferageatone-fourth 
Kurnool - - 42 9,j,492 95,53 ... (2881bs.)j 1,424! 1.424~ of tbat of uncleaned. 
Madura - - 217 86;5:)5 86,7£;2 1 1,859 1,860 I Thll probllbJ. out.tum 

innevel1y - 1,323 Hl7,356 168,679 26 • 6,457 \ 6,483 I isstatcd at the estimate. 
COlIDbatore - 337 128,1112 129.249 7 5,767 5,774 formed in the 5Cvefal 
Nellore - - 72 7,157 7,229 - - . (2t1,j]bs.),(2851bs.) eollectoratea oC tlle 

TOTAL -~I 91S,Q,;j4o 917,3U 46 
!~ - -- I aVCT1I3'8 yield of aCfe. 
i 30,049 30,046 

T 

(~igned) W. H. Boyle!), Sel'J'etary. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of flevenue, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

Para 1. I BA vE the honour to forward a Statement prepared in the form received "ith 
your letter of the 25th July 18;}0, showing th~ extent of cotton cultivation ill thill dis{fI(.t 
in the past fuslvac; compared with the prevIous year. It will he seen thnt there was a 
decrease of 1,3()' a. 8~ c. in the extent of land planted with this crop, in the year under 
report llelow the extent cultivated with a sJnlllar crop in fusly 1260 i a great faUIlI'" oft· ;s 

, observable in the TimmeJ'cotta talook, where, in the past sea80n~ a con-
Acres. Coontahs. siderable extent of ('otton cultivation IJaving been destroyed by a storm, 

- 85,099 15~ which viSited this p!lrt of the (·our.try on the 7th N ovemher 18~1, and by 
- '13,984 10 tAe wet, other crops wele planted on the land. The e\tent of land on 
- 88,526 !~l which cOttOIi has been rai:-ed in this dlstlil.t during the past fuuryears is 
- 87,21 9 l/ shown in the margin . 

2. The past season wns not generally favourable fur the crop unru-r r .. mark. The storm 
above referred was accompanied in many pa.rts wIth heavy raID. and seriously damaged tbe 

1 d young plants; a failure during the growing seuon of the Lrf'eze flOm 
terage price per Candy of unc eane seaward is mren as Hotlter reason for the (i1minlsbed out-tutn, which 18 

Cotton. "'-

Flisly 11160 
" 1261 

R. a. p. estimated at 15,a.i8 candies, 3 t., or 3 t. 1111 DI. \ler acre, while in fusly 
_ 14 13 8 UGH the avet'8ge per acre was 4 t. 31 ,It. Tbt're wall a rife in thp. price of 
_ 15 14 - the alticie in the year under report to the extent sho"11 in the rnllrgm. 

3. It Rppears from the frontier accounts that !38 candies of dre"sed. equivalent to U2 
candies of' rough cotton, were exported into the Hydelabad country during the past sea",on. 
The quantity stated to hue been exported to other district .. 18 shown below; the gleater 
portion of it having been taken into the RajabmuDdry and Vlzagapatam distnct&. There 
was no cottOIl exported by sea. 

TALOOIS:. I Rough Cottou.. Dressed. Cotton. Equivalent I Total of 
_________ ----1:. ______________ 

1
, _____________ mRou_g_b_CO __ t_to_u.._: __ C_o_lu_m_n_'_2 ____ &.~ 

Coorapad • 
Nursarowpett 
InnacoDdah 
Condaneed 
Guntoor -

PalnRud -

C. t. m. C. t. ",. c. t. m. C I. "'-
aSl 10 - 1,528 - - 1,620 - -
150 - - 600 - - 600 - -

_ 151 2 12 604 11 - 60j II -

: : 3; ~ 1~ I :.: : : :: 3~ : I; 
1----1------1------------

39 8 4 I 682 12 12 2,730 11 - 2,769 19 , 
17 Iii - 1,371 5 10 5,48.') 2 8 5,502 17 8 

1-----1------
1------,:-----

'fOTAL - - -I 57::1. I 2,053 18 6 8,'215 13 8 8,27.2 16 12 

4. No instance of the f,audulent adulteration of cotton has been broug-ht to my nctice, 
-and opportunity bas been taken to reiterate the warning previously gIven against a pra.::llce 
so detrlmeutal to the inteI:.e~ts of all parties conce! n~d~ _ _ __ 

(signed) A. Prllf,il, 
Guntoor, Collector's Office, Actmg eollr

• 

11 Nvember 18:>2. 



STATEMENT showing tbe Toto,l Extent or LUID Cultivo.tetl with Co~roN, in the District of Gunioor, Cor Fusl,y 1261. 

F U S I. Y 1 2 6 II. F U SLY 1261. 

CIRCAR LAND. \ Suna 
1----.-----'- .Enam. ____ -,-_____ 1 ____________ --1 TALOO K S. 

Enama paying Quit-rent TOTAL. __ C~~~~R L~ND· __ 1 ~:. I EDam! pnying QUit.rent.; 

--- ~ 1---:-
1
---

TOTAL. 

I Quit-rent I Asspssment 
Acres. Asae8sment. I QUIt-rent Assessmeut 

Acres. i Acres. and 
_____ ... , ___ I~_res_._.:--A-18-e-88-m-en-t-. _: __ A_Cr-e8-'-I~~ Asse,_ss_m_en_t_. _1 __ A_cr_6_S:_+I_~':~~nt. I Assessment. i Quit-rent. 

----~----I-----'I-------

1. Pruttip8nd - -

2. Mungalagborry -

3. Blluputlab -

4. Ponnoor- -

5. 1II01toor -

6. ReI'u11y - -

'I. 'fellslly - -

8. Guntoor -

9. Coorapand -

10. Condlmced • 

11. N ul'snfowllctt -

12. Inll8COlldah -

13. D.tcbapuJly -

U. Timmerecottllb 

'l'OTAL • - • 

.4. o. ~. a. p. 

179 26 323 15 11 

1.408 36 2,976 3 -

8 -

1.218 36 

1,816 36 

8,8iS 34 

4.624 39 

4,760 10 

2,525 33 

u - -
1,149 1 1 

,-

3,6~2 5 5 

14,810 • 1 

8,630 14 1 

6,765 13 9 

2,440 3 -

10,569 26 15,534 H 9 

14,366 'I 19-,620 II 1 

A. e. 
36 !i 

l>'I9 12 

299 33 

827 8 

1,959 4 

I,G76 18 

1,567 24 

1,086 37 

15.& 4 

24 -

A. e. 
16 30 

239 10 

129 28 

248 13 

1,006 22 

1,169 20 

1,343 36 

482 a 
13,170 1 

12,1/11 U 

RB. a. p. 

6 - " 

123 5 3 

28 10 4 

87, 5 11 
\ 

303 I -

601 - 4 

406 ~ 6 

127 9 3 

{i,S93 1 6 

(),412 11 10 

, 

A. e. 

232 21 

2,227 18 

8 -

Ra. a. p. 

330 - 3 

3,099 8 3 

14 - -

1.648 17 1,177 lJ 5 

, 2.892 17 I 3,739 11 4 

11,814 20 15,175 5 1 

A. e. 

166 9l 

1,794. U 

220 

994 32 

2,086 15 

9,607 30 

Ra. a. p. 

300 3 3 

3,1127 4 II 

" 2 -
928 12 8 

3,973 2 9 1 

15,2.&4 1 6 

7,470 37 9,231 14:; 5,327 31 9,233 10 7 

'1,671 30 7,172 - 3 5,093 10 i 1,573 G • 
I 

4.094 35 2,567 12 3 3,4611 8 a,228 3 1 

23,S!)4 2 

2G,5U 22 

22,448 - 3 11,606 4 11,115 12 3 
\ 

24,033 3 11 10,7:;:; 21 H,365 1!\ 11 

---1-----·1----1-------------~~---
50.35& :I _14,978 3 2. S .. 210 25 29,957 31 13,991 - 3 88,526 19 88,969 ;l 5 110,900 34, 75,894 10 6 

I 
A. e. , A. c. i R,. II. p. .t. c. I 

215 4}' 

Ra. II, P 
316 9 4 23 -

907 10 

- 10 

271 35 

922 26 

2,339 37 

1.1176 2 

2,l60 29 

I,S80 1 

260 32 

10 -

; 

10,$52 22 

25 3:1 I 16 6 1 

4GO 21! 187 15 8 I 3,162 5 4,115 4 2 

14723 

447 16 

I.Q21 32 

230 4 2 

58 !l II 1,414 10 

= f 
987 6 ,. 

156 4 3 3,4!)6 17 4,129 'I 

SI5 4 5 12,969 III 15,559 5 11 

1,201 36 54.9:; tI 1 8,405 29 9,783 - :I 

2,198 15: 59!) 4 11 9,452 14 8,168 10 1 
I 

972 13 191 8 :I 6,018 22 3,419 11 4 

/

_ 12,037 -, 6,272 9 1 23.903 36 : 23,388 5 10

4 7,453 " 3,723 15 1I 18,218 25 18,089 15 

I 25,965 35 112,067 4 II/ 87,219 Jl6~ 87,961 14 8 

----~----~------~----~----~------~----~------~------~--------~----~------------~ -
Gnntoot, Collector'. OffiCe,} 

11 NQVenlber Ji52. 
(signed) A. 'purvi" 

Ar. Collector. 

....::; 
o 
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--II.-.-----~· ~"'-"" - ... -. -----___ ~ _._~_____ __ _ ______ ......-
Madras. 

BELtARY. 

To the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
Sir, ., 

I HA.VE the honour to report, for the information of the Board of Revenue the followinoo 
particulars relative to the cultivation of cotton in fusly 1261, in this district, ;vith referenc~ 
to the 13thlaragraph of the Minutes of Consultation, dated .5th December 1848 which 
accompanie the Board's .l'roceedings of the 18th January 1849. ' 

2. I .be~ to forward herewith !I' talookw~r statement, No.1, showing the quantity of 
land, with 1ts assessment, sown with cotton m fusly 1261, prepared accordin'" to the form 
furnished by the Board on the 25th July 1850. ., 

3. The extent of cotton cultiva.tion in this dist~ict. in fusly 1261 and the three precedin'" 
year~. as also the comparative increase and decrease of fuslies 1260 and 1261, is shown i: 
the annexed abstract :-

Extent Extent :Extent Extent Comparl*ln. ofCnltlvation of Cultivation of Cultivation of Cultivation I'l' E lIf. in in 10 io 
Fusly 12058. Fusly 12059. Fusly 1200. F1l1!ly 1261. Increase. Deerca.oe. 

1. 2- 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. - --------~! --
I. Circar Land - - 1.65,094 1,35,086 1,40,075 J,45,152 :i,077 -. 
2. Ena.m La.nd - - 1,05,163 87,346 ~,01,454 1,04,964 3,510 -

----- 1-:-TOTAL - - ;0. 2.70,257 2,22,432 2,41 l529 2,6.0,116 8,587 

-
4. Cotton . .ls chiefly _sown in good regur or black soil, and the season extends chiefly over 

the months of August<and September. Two reasons may b, assigned fOJ: the increase of 
_c.Qt.to~ ,m~h!ya~io.!1l.-

Ist. The 'Seasonable rain at the period of sowing the crops. 

2nd. The expectation of high priceS' which had been obtained for the commodity in the 
preceding year. 

5. The prices at which cotton sold <luring the ,two fuslics 1260 and 1261, WIlIl as 
follows:-

In fualy 1260, per candy of 20 Cutcha maunds 
In fusly 1261 ditto - - - - ditto 

Rs. a. p. 
- 50 2 -
- 42 6 -

;r am informed that the cotton cleaned by the Dharwar gin process, realized a lugher 
price at Madras and other places. 

6. The cultivation of the American seed cotton does not seem to be successful. In two 
of the most western talooks only it has been taken up with nny vigour, the ryots are not 
disposed to undertake it generally. The demand in Bombay for this staple has led to 
advances being mad(' by merchants to ryots in the western talooks, which accounts for its 
comparative suc.cess ; the cultivation was carried on with the seew of preceding years' pro
duce. ~t will be observed by the accompanying statement that thls seed was sown in 
44 villages of six taloo'ks in this year, 695 acres were sown with it, which is said to 
'have produced 2,702 maunw and 22 seers' of seed cotton, and 900 I maunds of cleaned 
cotton. 

Nnmber Number Quantity 
I 

Extent 
of 

Lana. 

Amount Quanuty O("hicb, Quantity 

FUSLlES. o( o( of .Assessment. of 
Talooks. VUlages. Seed Sown De~and. 

1. 2. 4. 7 • • 6. -·---·1------------"--1----,1----
Hl60 

1261 

Increase.. ...-

7 

6 

DecreaSe. • 1 '18 
---~ 

Bellary, Collector'S Office,} 
8 Jnly 1853. 

Mds. d. •• 

79 310 

Rs. Q. p. 

258 :I -

376 3 9 695 0 0 1,122 - -

296 3.11 

.. ._-_ ...... _------

R •• a. p. 

190 4 -
821 - -

of Quantitlof olCleenecl 
Seed Cotton Cottoo 
produced. 

8. 

MdI. d.,. 

646 2 I) 

2.702 1 10 

(signed) 

Seed. • without Seed. 
9. 10. 

Mill. d. .. /tIilI. tl. e. 
4.51, 2 11 19" 3 8 

1,802 o ,9 900 1 1 

C. Pel/V, 
ConEdOl'. 
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• 

No. I.-STATEMENT showing the Extent ot LAXD Cultivated "'ith COTTON in the District ot Bellar!!, for Fusly 1261, 
prepared agreeably to the Form annexed to the Board', Letter of the 25th July 1850. 

D 1 V J S [0:4'. 

l. 

Eoam Laod. TOTAL. Circar LancL , 

~r-'---:---i--:--

Acres. Assessment. 

Sorva 

Enam. 

Acres. 

Jodee Enam. Total of 
Acres 

mColumus 

Aeres A.ssl'Ssment 
10 

Columus 
3 aud6. .Acres. I Quit 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 

4 and S. 

7. 

io Colomm 

2 and 7. 

8. II. I 
Rent. 

-----------------------1----------1---------·\--------\-------1-------1---------\---------------~ I 

, 
~: ~~~ee: : 
9. Horponholly -
4. Koodleghee • 

~ 5. Hoov~nbodgaly 
u 6. Adonie - -

~ 1 ~: ~:~~~~oilem : 
9. Gooty - -

10. Yadakee - -
11. Raidroog - • 
12. lIf ado~8erab -

-, 
~I 

23,759 
1,394 
4,510 

528 
10,053 
J3,850 
32,534 

7,028 
2],746 

8,233 
6,364 

2M 

32,073 
782 

4,421 
79~ 

13,148 
19,24(1 
59,561 
11,432 
36.173 

7,880 
8,545 

91 

10,962 
177 
291 
97 

1,004 
7,582 

25,780 I 
6,011 

16,962 II 

',710 
982 

- - -

5,698 
128 

1,238 

2,754 
1,006 
4,518 

676 
5,226 
1,287 
2,98(t 

I 
],071 

]5 
845 

2,366 
644 

1,580 
330 

],811 I 
240 I _ l,~ _ 

la,GOO 
305 

1,529 
97 

3,7.58 
9,278 

30,298 
6,687 

22,188 
5,997 
3,962' 

40,419 
1,699 
6,039 

625 
13,811 
23,128 
62,832 
13,715 
43,934 
14,230 
10,326 

256 

33,144 
797 

5,266 
794 

15,514 
19,890 
61,141 
11,762 
37,984 

8,120 
9,748 

91 

TOTAL - - - 1 
----I 

J,30,255 ~;-l 74,558 , 26,201 -! 10,105 ,---1,-00-,-759-' -12:si:Oui~1 

.: il. A nontapool' -
..h .s ~. Pengondah • 
., ~ 3. Codecondah -

u.. 8 ,. Taodpatry - -
~~. D~orma!llr)lm -

TOTAL - • 

GnANn TOTAL • -

Bellary, Collector'S Office, 
tl July 1853. 

I 3,134 1,295 I 408; _ 7~ 1=_==1~:=1·===4=84==i·===3=,6:"1=8=1 
2,064 805 I 446 t 446 2,511 I 

1,308 
805 
2.')3 

14,846 
90 

8,:~: 14,;:: 2,,~g - 367 j - 102 3,1: ll,t;~ 
- I ._ 466 _ _ _ 89 64 15 1 79 545 

.,- ]4,897 17,166 3,747 458 -- ~ft"'i-.;;.---4-,2-05--+--1-9,-]-02-1--1-7,-28-2-
,===~===,======,1====b==1:==========1:=======:=========~=====~==:!==:~==== -I 1,45,152 I 2,11,312 78,305 26,659 10,221 I 1,04,964 2,50,116 I 2,21,533 

(EITOl'8 exeepted.) C. Pelly, 
Collector. 

No. !!:-STATEMENT ot American COTTON SEED Sown and Gathered in the BeUar!J Division of the Ceded DIstrict, 
for Fusly 1261 • 

N A.MES 

of 

TALOOKS. 

1. 

• 
Seed Sown. 

or 
wluch Number Quanti+v QuantIty 

'J of 
Quantity 

of or Seed Sown not come remain· 

Extebt of Regaud Land I 
OccupIed. 

1 __ -;-______ , Quantity 

of 

I ' 
Of 

Remain-

which iug 

Quanity Quantity 

of of I from the Assess- C tt 
Villages. Seed Sown rem81uing TOTAL. up Ing. Acres. Amount. I) 00 

seot fl'om ProodfUce at all. meot. I ProdUCe.! Seed. I Cleaned 
Cotton. 

Hoozom·. last year. 

2. S. 4. i 5. 1 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.: 11. I 12. ]3. 
-------.I-..... --I------------------i----:--

M. •• M._ I. M. I. Ill. I. .A. I. C.R,.: c.R'·llIl. "1 M. I. Produce: M • .. 

8 

8 

1. Hurponbully • 

~. Hoovenbudgaly 

S. Adonis - _I 6 - -

... Goollcm -Ill. ~ -----
TOTAL ~ ~ 

.Not come up 
at all : 

1~ Gooty - ~ 

,. Rrudroog -

27 

11 • 

6 -

M. I. 

127 2-4 127 24 - -1127 24 256 450 1 316 007 24 665 - 332 24 
! 

204 28 204 28 - - I 204 28 408 608 456 I 1,595 37 1,064 18 1131 19 

21 24 21 24 - .1 21 24 19 27 21, 80 1 53 17 26 32 

8 36 8 36 1 - f 7 36 12 37 I ,28 I 29 8 I 19 22 9 34 

362 ]61362 16 --X:-j3'6i""i'G 69S l,l22"Ts2i""": 2,702 22 11,802 9 900 IS 

I : 
I I 

- 1- -,-]2 8 -12 8 12 8 

TOTAL - -

GRAND TOTAL • 

i 21 2 21 2 21 - - - I - • I -
-1-7 -.-.----1--1-4- 29-':-14-29- "H2Q----·1 - I· -I· - - . - -~ 
~:I= =-==_=1===3'='76====4S:=I:==:S==76:=:=45::==1~1361 161 695jl,122 1~1=1I=,7=02=_'--2=2-rl==,==8==O-2=9=~13 

Bellary, Collector's Office, 
@JulyI853. 

2g6-Sess.2. 

(Errors excepted.) 

Q3 

C. P~lly. 
Collec:tor. 



-II:-
1I1nuHls. 

CUDDAPAli. 

To W. II. Bayley, Esq., Sccretary to the Doard of Revenue, Fort St. Geort?e. 
" 0 

Sir, 
Para. 1. TnI;: culth at ion of American cotton, in fusly 1261, was carried on in 1.) ,ilia "'c:; 

of the four talooks of KoiI~oontldo, Goorrumkondah, l\Iu.Jdenpully, and Poolel·ain<lla. "'In 
the dry land 569 tolas weight of seed was >,own in 3 a. 26 c. 15 al., assP8sed at Il,. 6. 14. 3. 
and the pro,luce was 720 tola~ wei~ht of cotton, and 1,397 tolas weight of !'ced. The secd 
walil sown at diffclent times from July to October, and the produce was diminisheu})artly 
by blight and}Jartly by heavy rain, so tllat, with the exception of a small piece 0 land 
measuring 35 coontah8 on which the crop having been watered from a. well, the retul'n was 
good; in no instance was more- than half a full crop realised. 

2. in garden land 16 c. 12 Q.f. of land was culth'ated, the asse3SlUent on which Wa:! 

.n. r. 6. 4., the quantity of seed sown was 120 tolas weight, and the produce realised 
was 480 tolas weight of cotton, and 960 tolas weight of seed. The seed SOWD. in October 
came to nothing, as the plants were bliglitcd when onll a few inches high, but that lown 
in July, and watered elery ('igl1t day .. , ~ave three crops, the combined weight of the ~eed 
and the cotton of which was 240 tolas lor the first gathering, 480 for the second, and 720 
for the third. 

3. I have received a fresh supply of seed through Dr. 'Vight, and have di"tributcd it in 
the talooks, with directions to the several tahsildars to use their best endcll\"ours to encourage 
its extended cultivation. 

Cuddapah, Collector's Office, 
28 September 1852. 

(lIigncd) IL Forbe8, 
Collector. 

STATEMENT Exhibiting the Extent of Lands under the Culture or COTTO)f in the Zillah of C"dda[Ja", 

for FUlll, uta. 

Cu'cal' Land. Enam Land. 
, 

TOTAL. , 

---- - ---

i 
T A. L OOKS. 

z 
1. 2. -
1 Cumbwn 

2 Doopaud 

3 Budwail 

· 
-
· 

· 
-
· 

mudgoo -" : Jummul 

5 Doovoor -
Il Koilgoon 

7 ClntwruI 

tlah 

8 ! Sidhout 

9 Chennoo r 

oor 

-
-
· 

-
-
-
-
· 
-10 Catnalap 

11 Goon'Utn condah -

12 Mudden puUy 

13 Pooleve ndlah 

oty -14 Boyach 

1.') Poonga Door 

TOT AL· 

Cuddapah. 
11 July 1852. 

-
-
-
-

- -

Acres.. ' Assessment. 

3. 4. ----
R8. n. p. 

1,027 :l2 OI 2,390 2 2 

1,910 4 4i I,G94 2 4 

2,346 1 °i 2,303 I.') 2 

16,797 39 10 2,833 - 7 

6,734 10 14~ 11,446 11 :; 

20,260 35 15 i 34,034. 15 .') 

:; 1 9 24 2 2 

37733 Ii 1,261) 1 8 

30126 :; 380 - :; 

1,516 614 1,73014 .') 

67 17 8 14 12 3 

238 16 12 t 105 I) 2 

5,19621 4:1 3,883 3 3 

901 911; 577 1 4 

1540 0 6t 266 1 8 -----
58,'~l4 7 51 88,153 9 II) 

I 

Surva Enam. Jodee Enam. I 

I 
Acre •• A.le •• ment. -

ACl'flS. Acres. A •• e"sment. I O. 6. • 7. 8. o. - --- 1-:= R,. n.". 
1,414 I) Ol 2823 7 21 7 4 3,370 10 7t I 2,411 I) 6 

1,232121H 3019 6 7 2 2 3,18636 81 1,701 4 I 

841 4 O~ 79 912 17 JO JI I 3,20G 14 J3 2,321 10 1 , 
9,062 22 2~ 1,321 32 12! 396 8 0 27,182 J 4 9 28,421) - 9 

I 
3,3793915 ',627 21) 13 882 5 4 12,542 - JO I I 3';,803 7 3 

i I 
10,554 11 SI 4,646 19 It 1,'1ii8 7 10 35,461 26 41 ! 24 12 t 

11 315 - - - - - - 16 I) -i . 24 2 2 

102 0 6 - . · - . - '79 31) Ii 1,200 1 8 

179 J3 IS! - - · - - - 571 - 41 380 - I) 

1,06723 12 78 32 JI 13 7 - 2,06222116 1,7" 5 I) 

I 
I 

67 J7 8 , U J2 3 - - - - - - - - -
28 32 10 - - · - - - 207 I) Ot Jf),j 5 2 

-
202 20 3i - - · . - - :I,4W 1 71 , 3,883 3 3 

124. 7 9 - . · - - - J,1l5 17 46 ~7 1 , 
24 32 2 11 31 13t 1 J3 ll~~ 26714 9 

28,284"55 71 8,829 lI8 3f lI,19li 13 8 ; {).j,83~ ,I - j 19J,352 7 1 

t Errors exc~pte4., -
(signed) 
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To W:' IL Ba9'e9. Esq., Secretary to the Boaru of Revenue. 

Sir, 
I nAVE the houour to submit a. rerort upon the culti\'ation of cotton in this district for 

fus1y 1261, as required by the Boards Circular, noted in the margin. 

II~. 
Madras. 

18 January 1849. 
25 July 111,)0. 

iruuNOOLe 

2. There were 1,14,779 acres of land cultivated with this description of pro- -------~----
duee in the year under review, being 1,089 acres less than in the previous *FlIslies. Acres. 
one, but acres 48,123 in excess of the e~tent cultivated in 1259.-

3. The following shows the extent of drear and ena~ lands respectively U~9 .. 
cultivated with cottOll crops only, or with a. mixed crop of cotton aud other !:6~ : 
produce:-

i J Aerts. 
Circar land cultivated with cotton - -I 39,620 

Ditto - ditto .. mixed crOll of cotton and otller produce - • 29,346 
....--.--

68,966 

Enam land cultivated with cotton, only - .. ~ - - -
Ditto - ditto - with mixed crop of cotton and other produce 

29,221 -I 16,592 

1,14,799 

4. The season opened fayourably for the cultiyation of this product; but at the time 
when the cror was coming to maturity some heavy falls of rain occurred, which. together 
with a partia blight that followcd, caused the out-turn to be less than an avcrage one. 
The pnces obtaincd, however, were favourable, being, as shmvn in the margin,t only It 
trifle lower than in the previous year, anti considerably -above the rates obtained in the 
four previous years. The greater portion of the crop was raised as usual in the regl.lr or 
black soil. as will be seen by the marginal entry.t 

5. The supply of Mexican seed which was received in the month of .Tune 1851, was 
distributed amongst the principal growers, and 70 acres of land in different villages were 
sown with this description of eeed., but owing to the Ilame causes as aifl'cted the indi
genous plant, the crop was deficient, uml to a greater degree than that reared frpm ordinary 
~eed. 

6. This failure, together with a prejudice which exists of using the seed for feeding 
cattle, whereby the profits from the crop are lessened, has tended to create objections to 
the introduction of this description of cotton. and, notwitlu!tanding my endeavours to 
encourage further trials, I fear the extension of the cultivation is not SIJeedily to be 
expected. 

Kurnool, Government Agent's Office, 
12 August 1853. 

(signed) T. B • .4. Conway, 
Agent to the Govl'. 

To lYe JL Ba91e9. Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I IIAVE the honour to forward the statement of cotton cultiyation for fusly 1261, called 

for in your letter of the 10th instant. 

Kurnool, Goyernment Agent's Office, 
23 November 1853. 

tFUS1IES. 

(signed) T. B. A. Conway, 
Agent to the Govl'. 

o I Rate pel' lbund. 

-----------------------
12.)6 
1~37 
1258 
1239 
1260 
1261 

t Uf'gur -
lIasub ... - •. 
Red soil • -
Gurden and wet }l\lId 

.2g6-Scss.2. Q,4 

:; 
-' ·1 
-' -, 

R,. tI. p. 
1 12 -
1 12 -
229 
1 13 10 I 
2 8 Jl 
2 I) 10 

• 'ie,nat 
- 32,777 

r - U,O!a 
23 

1,14,779 

STATElfENT 

G6,6e,6 
1,15,868 

-/ J,14,;79 
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STATEMENT showing the Extent of Land Cultivated with Cotton in the KUT1Iool Distnct, for Fusly1261. 

Talooks. Surva Enam,. J:nllms Paymg Quit-rent. TOTAL. 

Acres. QUIt-rent 
Acree. 1 Asae88ment 

Assessment. and Quit.ftnt __ 

T.ALOOKS. Land. 
A :-'8es~ment. Acres. 

lb. Q. p. ~~,. c. 11,1 R,. a. 1'. 
2,070 7 3 19,775 11 51 19,626 14 t 
3,621 10 5 30,81033 °i 25,678 - , 
2,147 14 11 19,&19 33 5 17,700 2 9 
1,408 3 8 10,7.'>3 8 lOi 9,;79 3 6 
3,269 I 9 10,95:.1 7 13i 9,000 " C 

IndlgellOus Cotton: I Acre,. c aI. lb. Q. p. Acre,. II. ru. Acre.. c. ru. 
1. Chagulmurry. - 11,719 10 9 17,556 6 11 2~~67 23 12; 5,6BB 17 O! 
2. ihrwell - • - 17,305 27 9k 21,956 5 9 4,267 2 11 9,238 3 61 
3. Nuodlal _ - - 12,lIB 27 6t 15,618 3 10 2,271 23 31 5,129 22 101 
4. Paumem _ - - 5,729 25 12!1 8,370 15 10 - - - 5,023 22 14 
5. Dhone _ • • ,6,802 10 3i' 6,731 2 7 • - • 4,149 37 10~ 

26912 9 13,860 5 OA 9,832 13 1() , 6. Goodoor - - • 9,584 10 10 I 9,563 1 1 • • - 4,275 3.& 61 
7. Nundlcootcoor· • 4,641 33 91: 4,BB5 12 4 - - • S,Oll 7 71 707 3 2 6 7,653 11 0*, fl,6911 15 

71 810 1,454 16 4t, 1,153 15 II 
~ 

B. Atco()r • - - 1,064 50!: I,OB2 6 4 126 15 9~ ~,_63_3_5_1_0_11 __ ' __ 

TOTAL - - '68.9653'O'i2i!84,7ii4'"ii8 9,032 24 10~' 36,7BO 21 2* 13,565 14 o 1.14,778 36 9*' 98,330 I) I) 

-= -
. 

MpXlcan Cotton: I 
1 Nunmal· • - 13 0 0 39 '1 1 - - . 1 0 0 . - 3 - 14 0 0 39 10 1 

8011 -
113 J5 8 
115 - 6 
15 1 3 

2. Pauntem - • • 14 25 13t BO 11 - -
3. Nundicootcoor - - 14 0 0 I 113 15 8 -

- -. - . · - - . 14 25 131 - - . - · . . - 14 0 0 
4. Atcoor - • - 13 39 13i 113 - I) -

5. Ooodoor - - - \ 10 12 8 I ]4 1 '1 • 
- . - . · - - . J3 39 131 
- - 3 7 12 - J5 8 13 20 4 

TOTAr. _. 65 38 Ski 363 3 9 • - - --:-;-7"'i2---"l'~[= 10 ~ - ~ 6 6 

GRAND TOTAL - - r69,031 28 lSi, Sil,127 10 5 9,032 24 10l 36,784 28 14* 13,507 1 .'>jt,14,849 2 811 98,6114 11 10 

~ADURA. 

Kumool, Government Agent's OffiCe,} 
23 November 185'3. 

T. B. A. Conway, 
Agent to the 00". 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of 'Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to submit a statement and report on the cultivation of cotton in 

fusly 1261, as required by the circular order dated 18th January 1849. 

2. At the time of sowing there was sufficient rain to encoura~e a considerable increase 
in the cultivation of cotton in fusly 1261 over 1260, in which agam it was in exce!!!:! of the' 
preceding fusly 1259. 

Fusly 1259 

" .1260 

.. 1261 

Acres. 

63,545 SI 
- 74,687 8 ~ 

- 85,007 4 

8. The crop in the Government talooks was deficient in quantity but good in quality. 
In Ramnad it is reported of favourably in both respects. 

4. In price there was a fall below the year preceding. The rate in fusly 1260 was 
from 11 ! to 5, and in 126i from 7 ~ to 8 t. Though there would thus appear t() have been
a want of demand, I cannot learn that there is any stock remaining on hand. 

S. The American seed received from Dr. 'Wight, which I furnished to the zemindar of 
Ramnad for culthation near the sea side, vegetated, but afterwards perished; I doubt the 
experiment having been fairly tried, and will cause it to be repeated, if possible, next year. 

6. The sub-collector also l'eceived- some seed of the American species of cotton from 
Dr. Wight, which he distributed in his talooks. The result in the case of only two ryots 
has yet been reported. In the case of one, the experiment succeeded; in the other, failed.-

(signed) R. D. Parker, 
Madura, 1 March 1853. Collector. 



No. 

1. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

{) 

6 
7 
8 

1 

2 

3 
4 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
]0 
17 
18 
19 
'20 
!.!l 
22 
23 
24 
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STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with COTTON in the Districts of MAdura and 
Dindigul, for Fusly 1261. 

--- -

TALOOKS. 

2. 

Madacolum -
Theroomungalum 
Meylore . -
Ramagherry -

Taudicornboo . 
J)empully -
Tbengurray -
Nellacottab -
-- ~ ~ 

TOTAL. -

n amnad Zemin-
dllry - -

Sbevagungah Ze-
mindalY -

Seroopallay -
Pooliengolum -
Jothulnaiknoor • 
Tbodapanaiknoor 
Oodappavaiknoor 
KeelakoUay • 
Nadoocoottay -
M alacottsy -
V!ille,) acoondum 
Auyacoody -
l\Inmbarav -
Ediscottay -
Bodmaiknoor -
Thavarom ~ 

EraBskanaiknoor 
Guntamsn81knoor 
Cunnewady -
Amiavalknoor -
Cndoor - -
l\Iaroongapoory 

I V""oo, M oott"" -
Ruttianbaudy 

'M oottah -

TOTAL - -

GltAND TOTAL· • 

CIBCA. LA.D. . 
Aere.. A_ment. 

3. 4. 
--

Aael tu. Rs. 
Q. :·1 . . . -

25,778 01 49,618 9 4-- -808 51 428 2 3 

26,086 5i 50,0" 11 7 

1,096 12 1,132 8 10) 
2,973 124 4,928 4 :I 
3,576 1 3,974 7 1 
l,tt04 61 696 8 --_ 9.41H 01 10,731 12 2------

35,537 5i 60,776 7 9 

27,521 12i 35,887 5 .I 
2,798 3A 3,310 13 3 - -

432 01 633 13 4 
27 °i 49 13 8 
71 14t 91 15 9 

210 7 287 11 4 
83 lli 158 3 5 

104 15~ 125 7 3 
107 3~ In 9 -- -

3,792 31 4,226 12 9 
21 12 23 5 10 

112 4~ 81 3 4 
143 4~ 153 9 10 

- -
118 lOA 85 10 5 

1,056 12 1,327 2 3 
3,532 41 4,950 10 7 

409 15i 656 10 7 
132 6A 148 5 8 
498 9 581 10 10 

3,3~9 :tl 5,786 6 7 

6~ 34 9 2 

4~f -
44,641 58,778 14 -
80,178 lOt 1,19,555 5 9 

In last Fus]y • 

Increase -

l\Jadura, 11 July 1852. 

~9G-Sess. 2. 

SUBVA 
EXAM • 

Aere.. 

5. 

Aaes DI. 

13 141 
3,221 11 -· -
3,234 151 

- -
36 11 
64 71 
55 141 

157 1 

3,392 °i 

65 2! 
5 0 

-
76 8 

· . 
- . 

33 41 
17 7 
32 12 
46 141 
-

204 15 - -- -- --- -- -
37 2 

4 21 
5 12i 

· -
35 5i 

· ----
564 6 

3,956 61 

(E. E.) 

R 

EJlA., 
PAYIJlG QUlT-REJll'. 

Quit-Rent 
or Acres. 

Assessment. 

6.' 7. 

Acre, as. Rs. a. 

516 141 998 14 
346 15} 382 1 

- -- . - · --
863 14 1,380 15 

1==: 

- - - -
· - - -- - - · - - - -
- - 1- -

I 
863 14 ! 1,380 15 

i 

- .. - -
8 91 11 -- --- - - -- . - -

- - - -- - - -- - - · - - - -
- - - -- -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -

- -- - - -
· - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - . -
- - - -

-'II- 11 

· -
.8 -

872 I 7l
1
1,391 15 

14,687 8 i 
10,312 ia~ 

p. 
2 
1 

-
3 

----
-
3 

-
1 

-------
----
· -
· -
· --
-
1 

4 

TOTA.L 

A_ment 
A.cres. and 

QUlt-Rent. 

8. 9. 

Aaes DI. lls. Q. p. 

530' 12£ 998 14 2 
29,346 1 49,998 10 8 - -

308 51 428 2 3 

30,185 3 51,425 10 10 -
1,096 12 1,132 8 10 
3,010 7i 4,928 4 3 
3,640 81 3,974 7 1 
1,860 4! 696 8 ----
9,60S 11 10,731 12 2 

39,793 4~ 62,157 7 -

27,586 15 35,887 5 2 , 
2,811 12~ 3,321 13 4 

- -
508 84 633 13 4, 

27 01 49 13 8 
71 14~ 91 15 ~ 

243 III 287 11 4 
101 26 158 3 5-
137 1111 125 7 3 
154 Ii .177 9 -- -

3,997 21 4,226 12 9 
21 12 23 5 10 

112 41 81 3 4, 

143 41 153 ~ 10 
- -

118 lOl 85 10 5 
1,056 12 1,327 2 3 
3:969 61 4,950 10 7 

414 2! 6a6 10 7 
138 2~ 148 5 8 
498 9 581 10 10-

3,434 101 5,780 6 7 

66 81 34 9 2 
-------

45,214 4 58,789 14 1 

85,007 81 120,947 5 1 

(signed)' R. D. ParAer, Collector. 

To' 



• 130 P.APERS RELATING TO MEASURES iAKEN SINCE 1847 
II. 

!\Iadras. 

Tnn~EVELLY. To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

1. 

Sir, 
1. WITH reference to the orders contained in para. 13 of extract from the Minutes of 

Consultation, under date the 5th December 1848, prefixed to the Board's Proceedings ot 
the 18th January 1849, I have the honour to submit a special report on the cultivation &c. 
of cotton in this district for Fusly 126~ , 

2. The following is an abstract statement of the land employed for the cultivation of 
indigenous an~ for~i~ C0tton in Fusly 1261, in comparison w!th the 'previous year, Fu~]y 
126~, from whICh It wIll be seen thaI. the extent of la~d cultivated In the Ayen villages 
durmg th~ Fusly under report exceeded that of the. prevIOus year by 23,657 acres, yielding 
a revenue of 19,024 rupees per annum: from whlch decrease in the extent of land cul
tivated in the Surva Maniem and Jodeghyvillages being deducted, there is a net increase 
~ favou~ of F~sly 1261 of 22!4~3 6 am;es, consisting of country and foreign varieties. This 
lncrease IS attrIbuted to the stIll mcreasmg demand for cotion for exportation from Tutacorin 
and to the favourableness of the Reason for dry cultivation. ' 

COTTON CULTIVATION for FusIy 1261. 

'FuSLY 1260. FUSLY 1261. INCREASE. DECREASE. 

�------~~-----I------~--------II------.---------I---------------
Extent II 

of 
!cultivation. I 

&tent 
of 

fcultlVatIon. 

2. 

Teerwah. 
Extent 

of 
Cultivation. 

'" 

Extent 
of 

Cultlvatwn 

4. 

TeerwBh. TeeMlah. . 
1. 8. I 9. 

----_---.11"1-----1-----1----1--1----- ----1---------
Acres. Its. a. p. Acres. RI. Il. fl. Acres. R •• 0 fl· Ilcrer. R,. 4. p. 

In Ayea Villages - .... 1,07,637.1 95,38. I 8 1,31,294~ 1,14,408 I.J 3 23.6661' 19,024 -
In Surva Enam ditto . 3,mB! . ~ - 2.S99M - . - - . - . 1 .-1 122U 
In ;1 odeghy ditto 

Ofwlueh 
N adau Paroothy 
Cooppsn ditto • 

ForeIgn Cotton 

· . 7,06S!! 8,460 S 2 6,967n 7,066 10 2 - . . . - 1,101/, 1,393 U -

-'- ---------
1 ,17,727 !l 1,03,S44 9 Ii 1,40,161 /, 1,21,474 12 ;') 23,65611 19,024 1 I 

1,2J3l' - I 1.393 14 -

· ~ 19,2S1~ . ~ · ~"'Il · ~ 98,07S~~ , - · 1,15,SSO§t 

· - .36S1i - ~ · I,S33i 
I 

Deduct Decreaae ),223~ 1,393 1. . . - ----
Net Increase ~ ~ . 22,433" 17,630 3 -

3. The exports of cotton (including those to Travancore through the frontier choukey) 
Qunng t~e past year exceeded those of ~he 'preceding one bY' candies 6.D48, as shown in the 
margin." 

4. There have been no complaints heard in the last Fusly of such adulterations and mix
ture of leaves and, rubbish with: the cotton taken to Tutacorin for sale as occurred in the 
preceding year. The business seems, moreover, to be less exclusively than it was in the 
hands of chitties, as it is understood that the growers themselves are getting into the practice 
of conveying the commodity on their own account to Tutacorin, and selling it to the European 
agents. ' 

5. I regret to say that success seems not to have attended the endeavour which I reported 
last year to be making by certain gentlemen from England to cultivate Awerican cotton 
extensively on the coast of the district. These gentlemen have declined to furni6h me with 
any information of the produce of their fields in the past year; but from personal observa
tion and general inquiry, I know that, though the quality of the cotton i! all that was 
experted or desired, the quantity of produce was so scanty that return for capital expended 

has 

., Fusly 1260 

Fusly 1261 

- -

{

From the Port of Tufacorin 

• From the Port o£ Vypaur -

·25,406 

• 4,876 

Candies • 

23,734 

29,782 

Increase - - - 6,048 
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haa been most unremunerative. One party haa already relinquished the enterprise, but 
Mr. Lees perseveres, and still hopes to succeed. 

6. Annexed is a statement prepared to show, as far as can be judged from the results of 
two years' experiments in the Government cotton farm at Shevacausey, what prospect there 
seems of the cnltivation of American cotton being successfully prosecuted in this district. 
The charges of ~ltivatlon have been assumed as moderate as possible; indeed"lower than 
they could be brought, I imn$ine, by European planters, and for the price has been adopted 
the offer made by Mr. Davia Lees of 9 annas per toolam. which, however, the gentle.men 
now engaged in the spec'ulation in- Trichendoor decline to promise. On these data it 
appears that Amerie-aIl cotton can ~nly be raised as dry cultivaticm at a loss, while, .if 
watered, the net annual proceeds, under 5 rupees per acre, at most. arc not sufficient to 
attract Europeans to the speculation, nor to induce the native growers to devote much lalld 
to it. 

FUSLY 1260. FUSLY 1261. IN4JllEASE. I DECREASE. 
: 

---------~---1,----.~--~---I---~------~----~~--~~--

I 
... {i .I ... 'g ITEMS. 

12. 

.. •• ~ c;; • e-eCU! O;:l 
gc..t ;rue ~'" Qc..: ~~tl' ~~ .; f J.4.6< ~~ . .a f ~"t1"': IZ)~ 
2~ ,~e~ ~= e~ :2~ ~= 

Po .. )<Po ~ ... t;I Po_ .qPo ... ~o 

6. I ,. 8. 9. 10. I 11 1. -------,-----1--
1

--:-1--
.Acre,. Lb6. Lb,. Acre,. Lb •• : Lb,. Acrln'

l 
L1J" Lb •. I .Acre.. Lb,. Lb •. 

NunJoh Garden - - 4'1 1,9Jll 386 5 1,755 1 351 ~ - - - - 156, 35 

J3~ 1,007t 74~: 44. 3,118 I 70 3011 ,; 2,1101 - - - 4l Poonjah flfld 

--~ .,,-.---------------1-
TOT.\Jj - -. 18~ 2,9181 1571 49l 4,873 98} 31 I 1,954li, - - -

! vera ge }ll oduee per acre 

l'l'ice thereofat 511/16 pice per}b • 

Charge. for culuTation _ 

Go\ernm~lt assrlsment 

Tor.u. 

Net profit per aere 

Netloll&per acre-

NllNJAH GARDEN, 

Fusly 1260. Fusly 1261. 

------
Lb,. Lbl. 

386 .. 351 , 

R .. •. p. ~. G. F-

• 11 7' . 10 6 5 

" 3 7 4 3 7 

212 2 2 12 2 

--------
lr 15 9 6 15 9 

I " l' 3- a 6 8 

- - - - - -
I 

POONJAH FIELD. 

Fusly 1260. I Fusly 1261. 

--- -I 

Lb •• Lb •. 

741 70 

RI. a;p; R,. a. p • 

! 3 " 2 1 3 

" 3 ., 
" 3 7 

1 1)1 6 1 5 6 

---------
5 9 1 5 9 I 

- -
3 I) 9 3 7 10 

7. A statement in the form \\ llich accompanied the Boar<fs circular. of the 25th JulY' 
1850 is herewith fOrwarded. t 

I have, &c. 

TinneveIly, 
20 Decenlber 1853. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

R2 ~TATEMEl'\T 

IL 
Madras.. 



TALOOKS. 

1 2. 

1 Nellinmblllum-

2 Vedoogramum-

3 Tencausey 

4\ Sauttoor • 
G Stleevygoontum 

6 1 Outtapedarum -

'l Punjllruaul 

~ " N ungoonary 
I) Vullyoor-

TOTAL - - -

10 Shcl'madllvy 

11 Bremmlldllsum -

1 ~ Strevilly pootioor 

18 Shenkerninllrco'fil 

TOTAL 

GRAND TOI U. -

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with COTTON in the District of Tinnevelly, for Fusly 1261. 

Chains. 

3. 

995» 

1,045H, 

.508H 

6,8117H 

1:893U 

4,388 ~ 

4,265H 

2.156H 

1,915 

CxnCAR LAND. 

Acres. 

4. 

3,620H 

3,802-/0 

1,8491 

25,082 81 
6,886H 

13,940 U 
15,512>'0 

7,843 U 
6,963 U 

SURVA: ENA)f. 

Assessment. 1 Chains. 

O. 6. 

C.RI. 4. p. 

1,596 12 'I 

2,555 IS 1 

1,188 10 4 

31,284 12 1· 

4,904 10 4 

15,156 12 'I 

2,323 10 10 

3,118 15 8 

2,529 11 6 

407H 

1201 

67H 

316 

Acres. 

7. 

1,482H 

437H 

2441 

Il4U' 

ENAMS PAYING QUIT-RENT. 

ChalDs. 

S. 

901 

U 

604 H-
68-/0 

180H 

21H 

36 ~ 

Acres. 

9. 

293H 

2i 

2,197H 

212U 

655H 

78H 

132H 

Quit-Rent 
or 

Assessment. 

,10. 

O. Rs. a. 'P' 
136 4 7 

... 7 -

2,834 11 3 

96 4 6 

286 10 7 

10 - 3 

27 9 4 

TOTAL, 

Chains. r- Aere,. 

n. 12. 

1,076H 

I,046H 

S08H 

7,909H 

2,C72 U 
4,630U 

4,287H 

2,224H-

1,915 

3,914H 

3,801U 

1,8491 

2S,762 U 
-7,536B. 

16,840 b 
15,591 t 
S,090n 

6,9G3H 

---1- _-1--·-1---1--1 --I 1--
24,061 H 87,500H 

540B 1,966 1 
868 a~ 3,120 t 

7,161 t • 26,043 it 
3,482 h 12,663 h 

64,659 15 -

529 12 1 

1,3(10 6 10 

33,938 10 2 

13,979 6 2 

626ft 

86 'I 
84 1 

2,278B-

315 h 
305ft 

982 i 

65H 

5921 

3,574H 

237U 

2.151SH 

3,391 15 6 

:125 - 9 

3,349 9 11 

I 25,671 U 

640n

sa81. 
7,313 H 
4,159 h 

93,353H 

1,966 i 
3,120 i 

26,595 i 
J5,125l\\ 

_ 12,." II -I ;.,793 J. i ,",m • :-1. 17. ;-Q;; .os a ..... It 3,'" '~I""" tl r:;;;;;-
1,31,29'& 1.'. \ ],14,408 2 3 I 797 it 1~899 it ],fl41l. 5,967 H 7,06(1 10 2 I 30,1041 38,543 H 11,40,161 4\ 

(Errore excepted.) 

Assessment 
and 

Quit-Rent. 

13. 

C .. Rs. a. p. 

1,733 1 2 

2,566 6 1 

1,188 10 4 

34,119 7 4 

0,000'14 10 

15,443 7 2 

2,333 11 1 

3,146 9 -

2,529 11 6 

68,051 U" 6 

629 12 1 

),300 6)0 

34,263 10 11 

17,327 - 1 

63,422 13 11 

J,~1,474 12 Ii 

Tinnevelly,l1 July 1852. (Iiglled) C. J. Bird, 
Collecter. 
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To W.JL Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the BOard of Revenue. 
Sir, 

Para. i. I HA.VE the honour to forward a statement of cotton cultivation in this district 
for :Fusly 1261 (1851-52)" according to the form which accompanied the Board's circular, 
dated 18th January 1849. 

2. The aO'!n"e"'tLte quantity of land cultivated with this description of crop amounts to 
129,249 aC~;8, °or 5,442 more than the quantity of last year, as particularized in the 
annexed memorandum, bearing an assessment of Rs. 1,51,753. 6a. 7 p., and settlement of 
Ra.l,38,945. 14 a. The produce thereof is, however, less than in the past year, from the 
adverse state of the season. 

Description of Lands. Acres. Assessment. Settlement. 

I 

R,. a. p. Rs. a. p. , 

.. uLond • { 

Poonjah land - - 1,16,261 1~ 1,2',820 15 7 1,24,6)9 15 7 

Gllrden land - - 4,457 It 17,240 14 11 12,800 14 10 

Nunjah land - - 414, 81 2,937 4 8 1,081 3 5 

c 

1 1,(4,999 
-. 

TOTolL - - - 1,21,132 111 3 2 1,38,502 1 10 

f PooDj.h JaDd - - 5,295 lOt ',713 4. 8 -
Enam Land _ Garden land - - 8 91 34 8 3 -

Nunjah land - - 9 6 56 6 10- , -
, 

TOTAL - - - 5,:)13 10 4,806 3 9 -

{ 
Poonjah land - - 2,802 12 1,947 15 8 443 11 2 

odega Enam Garden land - - - - -
Nunjah land - . - - -

J 

TOTAL - - 2,802 12 1,947 15 8 443 12 2 

TOTAL o( Fusly 1261 - . - 1,29,249 11 1,51,753 6 7 1,38,945 14 -
TOTAL of Fusly 1260 - - . 1,23,807 11 1!49,579 1 - 1,38,335 11 -

NE'I'!NCREASE - - - 5,442 01 2,174 5 7 610 3 -

3. American cotton was cultivated in 336 acres in Pullachey and Coimbatore Talooks, 
and the produce with seed was 45 candies and 17 maunds, which was sold both to the late 
Mr.D. Campbell, as well as to private merchants. 

4. The other kind!! of cotton amounted to 38,429 candies, which falls short or the produce 
of the last :Fusly in candies 1,778. Of this, 12,966 candies were consumed within the 
district. and the remainder, 25,463 candies, left available for other markets. The price fell 
from 52 to 46 rupees per candy of wool from reduced demand. 

5. The produce of American seed cott(ln per acre of land is estimated at 68 lbs., that of 
the other kinds 149, or about 119 per cent more. 

6. The memorandum in the margin will show that 2,670· candies of wool, equivalent to 
11,347 candies of seed cotton, were expOited during the year under report, and the 
remainder, 14,116 candies, had either been sold to merchants within 'the district or held 
in stolk. 

Coimhatol'e, 
8th November 1852. 

* Bombay 
Mauras 
Salem 
'l'illn~velly -
Madura 
Calicut 

2g6-Sess. 2. R 3 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E.B. Thomas, 

Collector. 

-, 
-I 

670 
24>5 
610 
940 

40 
124> - J ,'---

! 2,670 

STATEMENT 

II. 
M4dra~. 

COI)IBAT ORE. 
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STATEMENT showing the E~ttlnt of L4!fD Cultivated with 

-------
GOVERl'fMIUf'l' L A. !I' D 8. 0 0 0 · · · 

; 
11' AMES COUNTRY COTTO N. 0 - - . · · · 

No Itr 
Punjab Lands. Gardea Landa. 

T A ~ 00 K S. 

Acres. Assessment. Settlement. ACreio A SBessmeot. S.ttlemeDt. 

I. i!. 3- 4. 6. 6. 7. 8. · -- ----- -
Collector's Div1810Q: B •. /I. p. B,. G. p. B •• G. p. R •• G. p. 

1 COlmbatore . . . 10,936 6t 12.934 11 9 12.034 11 9 684 a 2,188 7 !l 2,06' 111 
2 Sutllmungalum - . 1,913 3t 1,994 16 3 1,960 9 3 106 326 !l 1 22' 0 9 
3 Dao81ckencottah - - 666 141 819 - 1 819 - 1 78 6 '2113 6 - 263 IS -4 Colhgal- - - - 759 &1 889 8 !l 889 8 !l - 0 - . · - - - -6 Pullachey - - - 7.853 2j 10,676 ]6 8 10,676 16 8 154 10 1 600 6 1 OM 11 10 
6 • Perindoray - - - 1l,366 111 9,068 13 8 9,003 311 431 71 1,380 611 646 , 1 
7 AudIoor - - - 373 4 436 - 9 435 - 9 7 13 1!4 10 6 2410 6 
8 Errode • - - - 5,812 71 5,921 710 6,9!1 7 10 120 101 418 14 '!I 24811 8 
9 Cheyoor - - 4,967 Ii 5.464 } 4 D,4JO - 7 787 7. 2,562 9 II 1.2.>9 10 6 

10 Pulladem- - - - 22.682 10. 34,789 911 '34,789 IH} 780 61 3,466 6.11 2,439 8 8 
11 lIiellgh~rry - . - - - - - - ------------- ----TOTAL - - 67,320 11 82,984 4 D 82,840 311 3,159 01 11.325 , - I 7,824 8 10 

===== == = == 

Sub-Collector·. Dh181on: 

141 I j 
12 Dharapoorum - - 3.766 61 3,604 12 5 3,604 12 5 181 733 10 10 I 733 10 10 
13 KongulIll - - - 17,414 6t 10,921 12 10 10,921 12 10 . - . . · - \ - . -14 Caroor - - - - 0.025 1 I ' 3,669 1 10 3.569 1 10 30 t 121 12 3 121 l' 3 
15 Chuckragherry - - 22,443 6j 23,3U5 4- 3 23,303 " a ],076, 11j ~,0l!4 13 1 I 4,08~ 6 2 

------ --------- - - -TOTAL - - 48,649 5A 41,490 ]~ 4 41,490 16 4 1,288 12 t 6,880 , 2 4.940 13 3 

>- --~~ 
12 t I ==== 

G.A.ND'J:OTAL - - ],15,969 7t 1,24,475 3 9 1,24,331 3 3 4,447 17,205 0 2 12,765 6 1 

GOVERNMENT LA 11' D S. 

~AMES. AMERICAN COTTON. 

No. ot' 

Garoen Lands. NuoJab Lands. 1'OTAL. 
'l'A LOOKS. --" -

Acres, Assess- Settl8Ulellt. Acrea. Assess- Settlement Acre .. Au_meaL Settlement. 
menL ment. 

1. 2, 18. 19. 20. 21. 22- 23. 24- 25. 26--------- r--- - - -
Collector's I>lvisiolr: Ii •• Gop. R,. Q. JI. B •. Gop. Blo a. p. RI. G. JI. B •• iI. p. 

1 Coimbatore . - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - 28 14~ 3311 , 3811 , 
2 Suttimungalum - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . · · -
3 llanaiukenrottall - - ,- - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - . - · - -4 Colligal- - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - -a Pullachey - - - 9 :; 35 8 9 35 8 9 36 lSi 198 10 - 31 a 4 308 - 641 3 3 31613 1 
6 Penndol",. - - . - - - - . - , - - '- - . - - - · - - - - · 7 Aud.oor - - - - - , - - - - - - - · - - - - · - . - - -
8 Errocle - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - -9 Cheyoor - - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - . - - - · 10 Pulladem - - .- . - - - - · - - . - - - - - · - - - - · 11 Nellgberr,y - - . - - - - - - - - ------------If)TAL - - 9 5 35 8 9 35 8 9 3S 151 198 10 - 31 3 4 336 141 579 14 7 3s.; 8 6 

, --- = 
Sub· Collector's 9tnsiOtt: 

12 Dharapoorum - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
13 Konglem - - - . - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - · - -
14 Caroor - - - - - - - · - - - . - · - - - - - - - - - · 
16 Chuckragheny - - - - - - - - - - - -I - - - - - - - - - -- . -I TOTAL - -I - . - · - - - -- - - . - - - - - · · -

\ 
jt 

->-/9 5-

----=-== = -= ----
J98 10 -! 31 GBAlrD TOTAr,. 35 8 9 3'; 8 9 35 15i 3 4 336 14~ 57914 7 I 3,j'; 8 6 , 

I 
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COTTU. iD the District of Coimbatore, (or Fusly 1261. 

GOVBRNMENT LA.NDS. 

COUNTRY COTTON. A MER I C A. NCO T TON. 

NUDJah Landa. TOTA.L. PnnJah Landa. 

Acree. Assessment. Settlement. .Acres. A8sessment. Settlement. Aeres. Asse88ment. Settlement. 

o. 10. lL 12. 13. 14. J5. 16. 17. 

-----~--------~--------~----------r_----------I------------I!------~----·----_1-----------

5 7t 
4 2 

R,. a. p. 

37 - 7 
27 " 9 

R,. a. p. 

37 - 7 
1314 n 

.1ls. a. p. 

15,160 3 6 
2,347 6 1 
1,082 6 1 

R,. a. p. 

38 n 4 

12 til 71 14 1 19 Ii 4 

11,626 Ii 
2,022 61 

744 31 
759 31 

8,020 21 
11,788 3t 

381 I 
5,933 2t 
5,858 1 I 

83,567 11 t 

889 8 2 
11,445 310 
10,4,,9 3 7 

4.'>911 3 
6,3'&0 6 -
8,~66 - 8 

39,202 3 2 

RI. a. p. 

15,033 14 :I 
2,197 1 It 
1,082 6 I 

889 8 2 
11,355 - 10 
9,648 6 -

459 11 3 
6,170 3 8 
6,867 It 6 

37,498 14 7 

262 111 307 - 6 

103 81 
9511 

839 6 2 
947 4 " 

198 - 6 
269 12 -

, ---------------1------------1---------1,---------------
221 3 , 1,922 13 11 538 1 4 I 70,700 5 t 96,232 4" 91,202 14 1 291 10 345 11 10 '288 12 4 

: ==1==-1==== - 1--

_ 28 ~ I _"07~2 ~ _ 52.6 ~ 1~::~: : t I:Z:~ ~g 10 l~:g~~ :: ~~ 
1 lOt I 6 1 4 6 1 4 5,056 14 3,696 15 IS 3,696 lIS 5, 

~~I~ 8 8 453 7 10 23,6'_7 __ .1_0_1_;1 ___ 29 __ ,0_22 __ 1_0 __ -+ __ 2_7,_9_34_2 ___ 8_
1
------....,....'r-------I---.------

I 60 09" 7 ll_11 ~8 87 157 6 815 12 9 511 14 9 ,.. '" • ,1 - 3 46,943 11 " 

; --378 9 I 2,738 10 8 \1,050 - 1 =1=,"=0=,7=9==5=1=3'-=1:==1,=44=,4=1=9=4=7=' 
) ,38,146 9 5 291 10 I 34.'> 11 10 286 12 " • 

GOVERN?IENT LANDS. SURVA OR ENTIRE ENAM LANDS_ 

C 0 IT NT R Y COT TON. 
Total Extent oC Cultivation, 

both Country as well III American. 
Punjah Lands.. Garden Landa. Nunjah Lands. 

Acres. Assessment. Settlement. Acres. 

27. 28. 29. so. 
Assessment. Acres. 

31. 32. 

A_ 
ment. Acres. 

A-.. I 

mant. Acres. Asse88meJft. 

3S. '34. as. 36. 37. ------'-'--------r_----I----I----I-------- -----
'Rs. a. p. 

15,H)8 14 lit 
2,:'147 6 1 
1,082 6 1 

889 8 2 

198 3 
28 01 

274 Sf 
111 10~ 

RI a. p. 

236 G 1 -
22 3 1 ~ 

, RB.a.p., 

_ i 

357 7 9 3 13 16 14 3' _ 
115 13 9 - -

33 6 - --

R,. a.p. RI. II p. 

19S' 3' 2'36 6 1 
28 01 22 3 1 

278 5i 
111 10 

374 6 -
115 '13 9 

11,654 15 t 
2,OIll 6 t 

7U 31 
759 3 i 

8,328 26 
11,788 3 i 

3ill 1 
5,933 2t 
S,858 1 t 

23,567 11 i 

11,986 7 1 
10,439 S 7 

45911 9 
6,340 6 -
8,S66 - " 

30,202 3 2 

R,. a. p. 

15,072 9 7 
2,197 1 11 
1,082 6 1 

889 8 1\ 
11,671 13 11 
9,648 6 -

459 11 3 
6,170 3 6 
6,867 11 6 

37,498 14 7 

23 8 
139 14k 
408 10 

157 - 11 2 13 i 
729 12 8 - -

8 13 - 1 ot 81111 
8 51 491011 

~3 8 
143 13 

.-4111 15t 

33 6 -
174 9 10 
779 7 7 

------------~--I----t-----I-------------------
71,037 3 i 96,.812 II 11 91,558 6 6 1,184 71 1,652 2 3 6 10 i 23 11 3 9 6 58 6 10 1,200 8 1,736 4 " 

===== ====1===1==-===1====1=::::;:.=== =='1===1===1==== 

:l,976 8~ 4,04510 - 4,3901210 165 61 161 1 1 - - - _ _ • 
17,414 66 10,921 III 10 10,!l21 12 10 3,437 3 2,290 10 6· - _ _ _ _ 

5,056 14 3,696 15'; 3,696 15'; 76 21 54 11 8 - - - _ _ • 
23,647 10 i 29,022 10 - ~7,934 2 3 432 7~ 5.>, 11 \I 1 U I 8 IS - _ .. 

~7t 48,i87-=-3r46.iM3~I4,Dl3i'" 3,061 II I) J Ul g 13 -. .-

1,21,133 11 A 1,44,909 3 1\ \1,38,502 1 10 15,295 10! :;:S ,,818 9 t 34 8. 3 9 6 

296- Sess. 2. R4 

- 165 6 i 161 1 1 
- 3,437 3 2,290 10 6 
- 76 2 ! 54 11 8 
- 434615638,2 

,--
- 4,113 2 3,069 15 I) 

58 6 10 5,313 10 4,806 3 9 

(co Itinued) 



No. 

]. 

PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE '1847 

-

NAMES 

of 

'l'ALOOKS. 

2. \ 

STATMENT showing the E1tent or Land Cultivated with 

Jodega EDam or Bllam Lands Paymg 
QUIt-Rent. 

Country Cotton. 

PunJab Landt. 

Acres. Assessment. Settlement. 

38. 39. 40. 

Acres. 

41. 

Total Cultivation o( all 
Desel"ptlon o( Land and Cutton. 

A.selsment. Settlement. 

42. 43. 

-------1------------------;-..:''-----1 
I Collector's DiVIsion: B,. a. p. Rs. a. ]I. 

1 Coimbatore - - - - - - - - . . - - 11,853 21 

B,. a. p. 

15,435 '11 
2,369 9 2 
1,082 6 1 

889 8 2 

B,. II. p. 
15,072 9 7 
2,197 1 11 
1,082 6 1 

1189 8 , 

2 !>uttlmuDgalum - - - - - - - - - - - 2,050 71 
3 DaDaikeDcottah - - - - . - - - - - - 744 3t 
4 Colhgal- - -
I) I Pullachey - - - - - - - - - - - - 759 31 · - - - - - - - - -
(: 1 Penndoray - - - - - - - - - 8,606 - - - 11,899 

81 
]31 

12,360 13 1 
10,MS 1 4 

45911 3 
6,411 9 8 
9,113 11 6 

60,368 IS 3 

11,671 13 11 
9,648 6 -

459 11 3 
6,184 , , 
6,88l 9 3 

37,046 - 11 

7 AudlOor - - - - - - - - - - - - 381 J 
8,El'rode- -- - 33 lIt 37 13 8 13 I' 8 5,990 6 
{I Cheyoor - -

10 : PuUadem - -
· 72 01 73 1 - 14 J3 9 6,073 15 

310 71 387 4 6 47 - 2 4 24,295 21 
11 I N e,lgben'Y - -

i TOTAL - - -416311-4-'9-8-3--2-:1--7-5-1-'-9-"-7-2,-65-3-1-5-i-1----OO-,O-46-1-0 6"' 91,634 5 3 
· - - - -

Sub-Collector's DlvhllOn : 

==--=1== =1===== 

J2 Vharapoerum - 46 61 43 - 5 5 5 7 4,188 51 4,14911 6 4,306 2 I) 
- 2,340 1 t 1,406 12 1 362 7 10 23,191 11 i U,6ID 3 5 11,284 4 8 J I Konglem -

: : :~- : : : : : : 2~:~:: ~l I 2g:i:~ 1J ~ 2~:~~: 1~ g H Cdl'OOr - -
1':; Chuckragherry 

TOTAL - - 2,386 8t 1,449126j3ii77a-5-'""5il,59521 62,70612 2 47,311 8 {I 

OnAND TOTAL _ - 2,802 12 1,9"47]5 8 I 443 12 2 1,29,249 16 ,==1,=5";1.=75=3=6=-=7=1==J=,3=8=,0="5=1=4=-=1 

COlm batOl'e, 
J 1 JVly 1852. 

NJ:LLOI\E. 

de Slatem. nt 
)·4· 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
Sir, ' - Fort St. George. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo, requesting me to expedite the dis
patch of my report on the cultivation of cotton for Fusly 1261, I have the honour to J>oint 
out that the statement, showing the total extent of land cultivated with cotton for }'usly 
1261 was sent with the accounts which accompanied the Jummahbundy Report for that 
Fusly, and it does not appear to have been in contemplation to send any separate report. 

2. Cotton is cultivated to but a limited extellt in this district; there is, however, com
paratively speaking, rather a considerable increase during the Fusly under report over the 
previous one, as shown by the marginal comparativ~ statement-. No particular remarks 
beyond this appear to be called for as regards the Fusly in question. 

3. I have since transmitted a report on the cultivation of American cotton for Fusly 1262, 
and taken advantage of an opportunity that offered itself of giving it a {.ill- trial, by giving 
a considerable quantity of seed to a gentleman who was about to undertake its cultivation. 
I mention this to show that the subject is receiving attention, t40ugh it does not refer to 
Fusly 1261. 

Nellore, Collector's Office, 
19 July 1853. 

(signed] F. B.E/ton, 
Collector. 

* STA.TEMENT showing the Increase in Extent of Cultivation of COTTOY in Fu.ly 1261 as compared 
with that of Fusly }260. 

-- , 
Increase. Decrllase. r 

Acres. ABlts •• Acre •• .AB,el •• 
B •. B •• 

Sungum - - 17 - - - Davagoodoo 
Cavaly - - - 11 6 - - Ongole 
Toomulatlapoor - 27 40 - - Enamaname 
Ooondavole - - - - - . - 17 12 Cbendaloor 
Ravoor - - 79 50 - -
CaleghelTY - - 105 147 -

I 
- TOTAL -

-oodlsgherry - - - - - 83 156 
Sydapoor - - - - - - A 1 

uddapoody - - , 17 - I - Net lucre 

w 
ase- -I 449 I 001 I 
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Cotton in the District of Coimbatore, for Fusly 1261-contulued. 

COUNTRY COTTON. AMERICAN COTTON. TOTAL. 

Deduct Net Qnanbty 
Total Con8umptlon brought Total 

Produce. by the to the Produce. 
Growers. Market. 

44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. -
C. M. C. M. C. M. C. M. 

4,650 7 2,325 3! 2,325 3~ 15 '1 j 
162 36 til 1 t 81 It - - -
194 15 97 71 97 71 - - -
198 15n 50 8 148 7n - - -

1,242 17 436 lSi 806 I! 30 15 j 
2,005 15W 601 8Ui 1,504 

6U - - -
50 3~ 25 In 25 1, - - -

1,531 10 444 2 1,087 8 - - -
987 11 4113 IS f 493 151 - - -

lJ,382 6 3,143 15 8,238 10 - - -- - - --22,406 2¥i 7,598 19t\ 14,807 3 1at 45 17 

068 7i 320 111 247 16 - - -
6,069 4 3,034 13 3,034 11 - - -
2,685 IOU 336 18r 2,34t! 12il - - -
6,700 12ta 1,674 19 5,025 13Th - - -

16,023 151 5,367 2fSi 10,666 12W - - -
==== ====:::J ===-= 

38,429 18 I! 12,966 1 1st 25,463 16n 45 17 

Deduct Net Quanllty 
ConsumptIOn brought 

by the to the 
Growers. Market. 

62. 53. 54. 55. 

--
C. M. c. M.I 
7 lOt 7- lOt 

- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - -- - I 30 lSi - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- -------
7 lOt 38 6t 

= 
- - - - - -- . - - - -- - - - - -- - . - - -

- 7 - 10; 1- 38 

- -
6t I 

cg. E) 

I 

Deduct Net Quantity 
Total Consuml'tton broul!:ht 

Produce. by the to the 
Growe, •• Market • . 

M. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 

C. M. C. M. c:. M. 
4,665 8! 2,332 14t 2,332 14i 

162 31 81 It 81 It 
194 15 97 7j 97 71 
198 Ian 60 8 148 7la 

1,273 126 4J6 16l 836 17 
2,005 15W 501 8'01 1,604 

~U 1. 
50 3i'8 2j I ,~ 25 

1,6'3l 10 444 2 1,087 8 
987 11 4!13 16 } 493 161 

11,382 5 3,143 16 8,238 10 
- - ----------

22,451 19l~ 7.606 IOlB 14,845 9 'tt T. 

568 71 320 111 247 lR 
6,069 4 3,OJ4 13 3,034 11 
2,685 IOU 336 HqlP 2,348 12fl 
6,700 12fa 1~674 19la 5,025 13U 

16,023 lSi 5,'367 2f~ 10,656 12+1 

161~ I 12~i3 12 Hi 
=== 

38,475 25,602 2UI 

(sIgned) E. B. '71,Dmru, 
Collector. 

STATEMENT showing the Total Extent of LAND Cultivated with COTTON, in the DIstrict of Nellore, 
for Fusly 1261 (A. D. 1851-52). 

C'lrear Land. 

TALOOKS. 

Extent of 
Land. 

. Acre, c. 16. 

1. Sungum- 6 - 128 14 121 
2. Cauvely - - - - - -
3. Toomalatulpoor - 43 6 9 
4. Goondavole - - 61 6 6t 
5. Ravoor - - - 47638 91 
6. Calegherry - - 319 34 7 
7. Woodlagher1'1 1,313 7 51 
8. Sydapoor - - 37 12, 3 

TOTAL, Collector's}_ 
DlVISlon - -

2,370 0 41 

9. Buddapoody - - 6.> 38 tOt 
10. Davagoodoor- - 1,399 28 41 
11. Ongole - - - 1,668 22 101 
12. Enamanamellore - 131 33 7 
13. Chendaloor - - 437 8 4j 

TOTAL, Sub-DiVlsion- 3,603 11 51 
== 

GRAND ToTAL - . 5,973 11 101 

N ellore Collector's Cutcherry,} 
18 February 1M3. 

296-Se~s. 2. 

Assessment. 

-
B •• G. p. 

166 4 5 
- - -

74 16 -
101 5 9 
818 3 1 
262 8 5 

1,117 6 -
51 4 5 

2,591 15 1 

98 4 -
2,166 - 8 
3,522 15 9 

294 9 4 
543 - 5 

6,634 14 2 

9,226 13 3 

Surva Enams. 

Extent of 
Land. 

ACTeII c. 16. 

- - -- . -- - -
610 0 - - -
1 6 ]4 

213 0 8 
o 13 10 I 

220 31 01 

18 30 0 
15 25 0 
96 3 12 
5 10 ].5 

8610 21 

22039]31 
= 

441 80111 

(E. E.) 

s 

Enams paymg QUIt-Rent, 
inclndlOg TOTAL. 

Cundregas and Shrot1'lems 

Extent of Assessment. Extent of Assessment. Land. Land. 
-----

AC'"fls c. 16. Rs. a. p • Acre. c. 16 B •. G. p. 

10 37 8 14 6 6 139 12 4t 180 10 11 
11 15 9 5 15 5 11 Hi 9 515 5 
8 23 ]2 11 - - 51 30 6 85 15 -
6 33 7 8 ]2 - 64 9 ]3! 110 1 9 

74 24 6 161 8 1 501 22 15 t 979 11 2 
61 36 9 6211 - 38237 14 325 3 5 

139 10 5 89 10 6 1,665 18 2) 1,207 - 6 
3 5 - 1 8 - 40 30 13! 5212 5 ---

31626 8 3SS 7 6 2,907 ]7 13! 2,947 6 7 

-
11525 0 194 9 - 20013101 29213 -
161 14 11 138 3 - 1,566 27 ]5 t 2,304 3 8 
296 19 6 513 4 7 1,961 5 121 4,046 4 4 
94 32 15 I 165 3 5 231 37 5. 45912 9 

367 1 4 614 911 879 19 11 1,167 10 4 

1,015 13 4) 1,625 13 II 4,83924 H 8,260 12 1 

1,331 39 121 ],981 5 5 7,747 2 5 11,208 2 8 

(signed) D. White, CollecllQr. 



II. 
Madras. 

No. ~[_ 

• Guntoor, Bellary, 
Cuddapah, Kur
nooI, Madura, 
Tinnevelly, Coim
batore, N elloree 

t Fusly 1260 
., 1261 

Difference 

138 . PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1841 
\ , 

(No. 136.) 
Para. 1. The above letter from the Board of Revenue submits reports from the collectors 

of the chief cotton-growing districts, noted in the margin,· on the cultivation of cotton 
during Fusly 1261. 

2. The extent of land, Government and enam, under cultivation, with the assessment or 
quit-rent upon it, is exhibited below;-

Extent in . Assessment. Average 
Acres. per Acre. 

Gov~rnment land bea.ring full assessment 
R. G. p. - - 6,62,387 8,'8,677 1 , 6 

Sarva Enam or rent-free lands - - - - 1,38,585 - -Enam lands paying quit.rent - - - - 1,09,215 IH,'42 - 7 6 

Acres. Assess-
ment. 

Rs. 
8,60,927 8,3',897 
9,10,187 9,00,119 ---- 49,260 65,222 

Acres. 

TOTAL Extent - - - 9,10,187 9,00, II 9 I 
----
- Iii 9 

3. The entire extent of land cultivated with cotton during Fusly 
1261, exceeded that of the previous year by 49,260 acres, and the 
assessment by 65,222 rnpees. t This result is attributed to season
able rain at the period of sowing the crops, as well as toa greater 
demand for the article. 

American species 1,465 
Indigenous kmds - - 20,968 

4 .. With the exception of Guntoor and Kurnool in which there was a falling 
offin the cultivation to the extent of 1,307 acres and 1,019 respectively, owinn' 
to causes which are explained by the Board, in paras. 5 and 6, there was an in~ 
crease in all the other districts, especially Tinnevelly, where 22,433 acres of land 
were cultivated in excess of the preceding year. The packing for export has 
much improved, no complaints of adulteration having been this nar heard. 

5., American cotton still continues to be cultivated to a limited extent, and with no very 
encouraging results. In the western talooks of Bellary, however, its cultivation has been 
attended with some success, in consequence of advances made to the ryots for the supply 
of the demand in Bombay. The experiments instituted in the Cuddapah district have 
hitherto so signally failed, that the Board do not look for much success from their further 
prosecution. In Kurnool, Tinnevelly, and Coimbatore, the results have been hardly more 
satisfactory, the quantity produced scarcely yielding an adequate return to the cultivator. 
The' experiments made on the sea side by the zemindar of Ramnad, though promising at 
first, subsequently failed. The collector of Madura thinks that the trial was not fairly con
d ucted, and proposes to repeat it. 

6. The statement of the cotton produce of this presidency referred to in para. 16, will be 
forwarded to the Govenment of Bombay, with advertence to Mr. l\falet's letter, dated 
lOth November 1852, No. 7295. 

7. It is remarked that the Board's letter is dated 22d December 1853. The reports to 
which it gives cover relate to the C'lltivation of cotton in Fusly 1261 or the year ending 
11th July 1852, or nearly 18 months before. The delay has occurred in consequence of 
the dilatoriness of some of the collectors. In one instance (Kurnool) th~ statement of tOO 
cotton cultivation, in the required form, was not furnished till November last. The Board 
will be pleased to enforce greater punctuality in the transmission of these reports and 
returns for the future. There seems no reason why they should not be furnished within 
three months after the close of the fusly to which they refer. 

Fort St. George, (signed) T. Pycroft, 
31 January 1854. Secretary to Goverment. 

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letter be dispatched:-

, (No. 137.) . 
From T. Pycrqfi;Esq., Secretary to Government, to A. Malet, Esq-, Chief Secretary 

Sir, 
to the Governmentof Bombay. 

I AM directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 10th November 1852, No. 7295. and to forward, as requested, a 
return furnished by the Board of Revenue, showing the extent of cotton cultivation and 
produce under this presidency. The statement applies strictly to the Fusly year 1262, but 
may be considered as an approximate estimate of the annual return that may be expected 
at the present time, under ordinary circumstances of the season. 

Fort St. George, (signed) . T. PYCToj't, • 
31 January 1854. Secretary.to Governmellt. 
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Revenue Department.-18 May, No.8, 1847. 

OUR Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

139 

Para. 1. WE desire that you will cause to be prepared for transmission to us, 
with the least possible delay, a statement of all the expenses that have been 
incurred under your Presidency for promoting the improvement of the cultiva
tion of cotton since the arrival of the American planters up to the 30th April 
last, showing also any sums that may have been received for sales of cotton or 
cotton seed produced on the Government farms, or from the use of machinery, or 
on any other account. 

2. We desire that a similar statement may be transmitted to us annually 
at the close of the official year. 

London, 
18 May 1847. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) B. St. G. Tucher. 

J. L. Lushington. 
&c. &c. 

EXTRACT Revenue Letter from Fort St. George, dated 6 December, 
No. 60, 1847. 

II. 
Madraa. 

Para. 5. We requested theAccountant General imme
diately to prepare and submit the statement required 
by your Honourable Court in the 1st pa.ra., and to 
bear in mind the requisition in the concluding para
graph, and we now transmit his reply,'*' furnishing 
the information called for; we also furnished a copy 
of thJs despatch 'to Dr. Wight for his informatiuI!. 

Letter, dated 18th May (No.8) 1841. 
(Entire.) Desire that they may be furnished, 

with the least possible delay, with a statement 
of all the expenl'es incurred for promoting the 
improvement of cultivation bf cotton since the 
arrival of the American planters up to the 30th 
April 'last, showing also any sums that may have 
been received for sales of cotton, &c.; desire that 
a. similar statement may be transmitted annually 
at the close of the official year. 

Letter from T. V. Stonkouse, Esq., A.ccountant-general, to J. F Thomas, Esq., Chief Fort St. George 
Secretary to Government. Revenue Cons., 

Sir, ' ' December 1847· 
WITH reference to the extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 6th July last, 

No. '170, in the Revenue Department, passed upon a letter from the Honourable Court of 
Directors, dated the 18th May last, requesting to be furnished with a statement of the 
expenses that have been incurred under this Presidency for promoting the improvement of 
cultivation of cotton since the arrival of, the American planters, up to the 30th April last, 
showing also any sUms that may have been received (or sales of cotton, or cotton seed, pro
duced on the Government farms, or from the use of machinery, or on any other account, 
I have now the honour to forward a statement of the expenses in question up to the 30th 
April 1847, showing an aggregate expenditure of {,'o.'s Rs. (2,45,034. 14. 10.), two 
lacs, forty-five thousand and thirty-four, annae fourteen and pies ten, which is exclusive 
of an advance of Rs. 5,830. 7. 8. made to Mr. T. J. Finnie, cotton planter at Tinnevelly, 
in April last, for purchasing cotton, &0. . 

Accompanying I beg to forward also a statement, showing the receipts by the sale of 
cotton and cotton seed, &c., and by ginning cotton in the farms, as well as the proceeds 
realised in England by the sale of the cotton consigned thither, amounting in the aggregate 
to Oo.'s Rs. 16,409. 4. 10. This sum is exclusive of the proceeds which may.have been 
realised by the sale of the cotton consigned per" Lady Flora," referred to in the concluding 
).lart of the 2d pata. of my letter of the 10th July 1846, No. 283, and in the order of 
Government passed thereon of the 25th idem, No. 161, as well as in the 2d para. of my 
letter of the 9th June 1847, No. 210, the account Elale for the consignment in question not 
having been received with those transmitted with the Honourable Court's letter of the 
18th May 1847, communicatt'd to this office with the extract from the Minutes of Con
sultation of the 6th July 1847. No. 769, in the Revenue Department. 

In compliance with the instructions of the Honourable Court contained in the 2d para. 'Of 
their despatch under l·eference. similar statements will be transmitted annually at the close 
of the official year. 

. (signed) TI V. Stonhouse, 
Fort St. George, Accountant-General. 

Accountant-General's Office, 
13 November 1847. 

• Dilted 13 November 1841 (No. 1360). 
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STATEMENT showing tIle DISBURSEMENTS, entered under every head of Charge, on aCQount of the CULTIV.4.TrOK of CoTTON on the American System,in the Government Experim~tal Cotton 
Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from the date of their Establishment up to tbe 30th April 1847. 

. 

I 1840-41. 1841-42- 1842-43. 1843-44. 1844-45. 1845-46. 1846-47. TOTAL. -

-
" C.RB. , C.R.. tJ. p. C.RB. tJ. p. C.RB. a: p. C.RB. tJ. p. tJ. p. C.RB. tJ.-y. C.RB. tJ. p. C.RB. tJ. p. 

Consolidated salary of Capt. J. V. Hughes, supermtendent of American cotton 
planters - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - 7,340 - 8 - - · · · - . - - - - - - - - 7,340 - 8 

Salary of Surgeon Robert Wight, superintendent of ditto .- · · - · - · - - - - 4,725 "'" - 4,200 - - 3,832 13 II 4,200 - - 4,200 - - 21,157 1311 

Salary of Mr. H. Sherman, overseer and assistant superintendent of ditto · - - - · · - · 850 - - 1,887 8 - 1,800 - - 1,800 - - 1,800 - - 8,137 8 -
Salary of Mr. K. N. Cuxton, second assIstant superintendent of dItto · - · - - - - - . - - - - · - - · - - . 783 13 11 783 13 11 

Salaries of American cotton planters, including houae rent · - - · 8,910 14 8 10,062 8 - 9,858 3 2 8,640 - - 7,440 - - 6,563 9 9 4,560 - - 56,035 3 7 

TravelllDg allowance and batta to ditto . · - · · - · · 435 - - - · · 4,610 10 1 - - · 730 10 8 1,695 - - 1,980 - - 9,451 4 9 

GratuIty awarded to Mr James Morris, cotton planter · · - - · - · - · - - - - · · · · . . · 500 - - - - - 500 - -
Salary of Mr. James Peme, engineer, including horse and traveIJIDg allow. 

ance, &c. . . . - . - · . - - · · .. · - - · · · 2,206 10 8 3,076 14 5 3,119 7 5 3,460 - - 3,600 - - 15,462 - 6 

Establishment of writers, goomastahs, conicopolies, &c. - · - · · 9 12 11 1,023 12 6 1,513 411 1,531 8 9 1,573 2 8 1,174 - - 1,556 - - 8,381 9 9 

SalarIes of overseers - - - - - - - - - · · · · · · - · 74911 6 1,518 10 2 1,158 6 8 537 12 10 233 - 4 4,197 9 6 

Pay and hire of labourers, smiths, cooliea, &c. - - · - - · · - · - · · - 5,660 13 4 6,067 6 4 3,709 13 8 3,440 I 11 3,622 11 6 22,500 14 9 

Rent and prollt. on lands made over by ryots for cultivation nf cotton - · - · · 266 7 - 2,769 2 - 3,017 9 10 4,156 8 1 2,009 14 4 982 13 11 13,202 7 2 

Cart and coohe hire, for conveying different artIcles from one station to another, 
. 

ploughs, cattle, &c" purchased, hIre of ploughs, chargea for erection, and repairs 
of workshops, store-rooms, sheds, &c" and for feed 109 cattle, &c. • - - - - - 332 t 8 2,278 1 3 3,081 8 8 2,675 Ii 1 2,818 6 3 5,011 5 4 16,197 2 3 

Salary of a dresser attached to the farms, including head money for medical 
assIstance . - . . . - - - · - - · - · · - · · - 250 11 9 478 8 - 453 14 - 397 14 - 377 15 1 1,958 14 10 

Cart hIre and packing charges incurred for conveying cotton and cotton seed to 
the Presldenoy for transmIssIon to the Honourable Court of D,rectors • • 36 13 3 226 6 6 158 6 2 1,079 6 8 830 - - 540 .. - 490 9 6 3,361 10 1 

Expenae. mourred 1D erectmg a machme in the gID-house, and for construction 
and repairs of .aw.gins and cotton presses · . - · - · · - · - - - - - - · - · · 446 1 11 43011 1 1,275 10 4 2,152' 7 4 

Value of cotton purchased by Dr. W,ght for the Honourable Court of Directors, 
includmg fl elgbt and shlppmg charges - • • • - - - - - · - - - · . . - · - · - - · - · - 11,681 4 4 11,681 4 4 

Charge. mcurred by the CommIssariat Department for hire of carts and bamboo 
coohes, II<c., to convey saw-gms, &c. ... · - - · · - - 156 8 3 148 6 2 3,992 - 2 18 3 - 420 1 - . · - - . - 4,735 2 7 • 

Extra expense. mourred by d,tto, on account of feedmg, &c , of the public cattle 
employed In the cotton farm. - - • - - - - - - - - - 1,527 13 9 5,814 8 3 7,195 5 7 3,488 12 11 1,594 11 2 - . - 19,1121 S 8 

Value of mac)unery, law-gma, ootton-press, .pare arncle., &c., receIved from Eng.. 
land for the uae of the cotton farms - - - - • - - - · - - 7,638 ,7 10 8,647 1 2 250 6 6 54 15 8 334 10 8 450 1 5 17,375 11 3 

Value of a ootLon machm8 called" Thruher," I'urchased by Dr. WIght · - · · · · - - - . · · - · 800 - - . · - - - - 800 - --TOTAL CC.'8 R,. - - · 9,549 1 
1 I 28,560 6 I 54,084 4 5 I 42,042 15 II 36,690 I 8 31,496 12 - 42,605 :; 8 I 245,034 14 10 

. 
(Bignee!) O. L. Prttadwgul, 

DepulJ Accountant-General • • Fort St. Oeorge, Accountant.General'. Office, 
13 NOYGPlber 18H. 
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STATEMENT showing the DISBURSEMENTS, entered under every head of Charge, on aCQount of the CULTIVATrON' of COTTON on the American System,in the Government Experimililtal Cotton 
Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from the date of their Establishment up to tbe 30th April 1847. 

--
Consolidated salary of Capt. J. V. Hughes, superintendent of American cotton 

planters . - . · · - - - - · · · -
Salary of Surgeon Robert Wight, superintendent of ditto .• · - · · 
Salary of Mr. H. Sherman, overseer and assIStant superintendent of ditto · -
Salary of Mr. K. N. Cuxton, second assistant superintendent of ditto · -
Salaries of American cotton planters, lOcludmg house rent · - · · 
TravellIDg allowance and batta to ditto · · · · - - · · 
Gratuity awarded to Mr James MOrrIS, cotton planter · · · · · 
Salary of Mr. James Petrie, engmeer, includlDg horse and travelling allow-

ance, &c. - . - - · · · · · - · - .. 
Estabhshment of writers, goomastahs, conicopolies, &c. · · - - · 
Salaries of overseers . · · · · · · · · · · 
Pay and hire of labourer!!, smiths, coolies, &c. • · · - - · · 
Rent and profitl on lands made over by ryots for eultlvation of cotton · · 
Cart and coohe hire, for conveymg different articles from one station to another, 

ploughs, cattle, &c., purchased, hire of ploughs. cbarges for erectIon, and repall's 
qf workshops, store-rooms, sheds, &c., and for feeding cattle, &c. - - · 

Salary of a drelser attached to the farms, 111Cluding head money for medical 
assistance - . - · · · - · · - - · -

Cart hire and packIDg charges incurred for conveying cotton and cotton seed to 
the Presldenc1 for transmission to tbe Honourable Court of Directors • • 

Expenses mcurred m erectmg a machine in the gin-house, and for construction 
and repaIrs of S8w-gmS and cotton presses - · · · - - · 

Value of cotton purchased by Dr. Wtght for the Honourable Court of Directors, 
includIng freight and shlppmg charges - • - - - - - -

Chargea mcurred by the Commissariat Department for hIre of carts and bamboo 
coolies, &c., to convey BOW-gInS, &c. ... - - · · - - -

Eztra expense. mourred by ditto, on account of feeding, &c • of the public cattle 
employed ID the cotton farms · · - · - · · - · 

Value of macillnery, laW-ginS, cotton-presl, .pare articles, &c., received (rom Eng.. 
land for the use of the cotton farms • - - • - - - • 

Value of a cotton machine called" Thraaher," purchased by Dr. Wight 

. 
Fort St. Oeorge, ·AccountAnt.General'. Office, 

13 Noyewber IS.&1. 

TaTAr. Cr.'. R,. 
· · 
. - · 

. 
1840-41. 1841-42- 1842-43. 

C.Ra. a. p. C.Rs. a. p. C.Rs. a: p. 

- · - 7,340 - 8 - - . 
- · - · · - 4,725 - -
- - · - - · 850 - -
· · - · - - - - -
8,910 14 8 10,062 8 - 9,858 3 2 

435 - - - - · 4,610 10 1 

- - - - - - - - -
· - · · · - 2,206 10 8 

9 12 11 1,023 12 6 1,513 411 

· - · · - · 74911 6 

· · - · - · 5,66013 4 

- - · 266 7 - 2,769 2 -. 
~ - - 332 t 8 2,278 1 3 

· - - - · - 250 11 9 

36 13 3 226 6 6 158 6 2 

- - - - - - · - . 
- · - - - · · . -

156 8 3 148 6 2 3,992 - 2 

- - - 1,527 13 9 5,814 8 3 

- · - 7,638 7 10 8,647 1 2 

· · - - . - · . -
9,549 1 

1 I 28,566 6 I 54,084 " Ii 

-

I 
1843-44. 1844-45. 1845-46. 1846-47. TOTAL. -

C.Rs. a. p. C.Rs. a. p. C.RB. a.-f1. C.Rs. a. p. C.Rs. a. p. 

- · . - - - . - - - · .. 7,340 - 8 
4,200 - - 3,832 13 11 4,200 - - 4,200 - - 21,157 1311 
1,887 8 - 1,800 - - 1,800 - - 1,800 - - 8,137 8 -

- - - - . - . - · 783 13 11 783 13 11 

8,640 - - 7,440 - - 6,563 9 9 4,560 - - 56,035 3 7 

· - . 730 10 8 1,695 - - 1,980 - - 9,451 4 9 

· - - - - - 500 - - - - · 1'>00 - -
15,462 6 3.076 14 5 3,119 7 I'> 3,460 - - 3,600 - - -

1,531 8 9 1,573 2 8 1,174 - - 1,556 - - 8,381 9 9 

1,518 10 2 1,1S8 6 8 537 12 10 233 - 4 4,197 9 6 

6,067 6 4 3,709' 13 8 3.440 1 II 3,622 11 6 22,500 14 9 

3,017 9 10 4,156 8 I 2,009 14 4 982 13 11 13,202 7 2 . 
3,081 8 8 2.675 5 1 2.818 6 3 5,011 5 4 16.197 2 3 . 

478 8 - 453 14 - 397 14 - 377 15 I 1,958 14 10 

1,079 6 8 830 - - 540 .. - 490 9 6 3.361 10 1 

- · - 446 1 11 43011 1 1,27!i 10 4 2.152' 7 4 

· · - . - - - · - 11,681 4 4 11,681 4 4 

18 3 - 420 1 - - · · · · · 4,735 2 7 • 

7,195 Ii '1 3,488 12 11 1.594 11 2 · · · 19,1\21 3 8 

250 6 6 54 15 8 3M 10 8 450 I 5 17,375 11 3 

· - - 800 - - . · · · - · 800 - --
I 42,042 l5 11 36,690 J 8 31,496 12 - 42,605 5 8 I 245,034 14 ·10 

(signed) G. L. PreMt!f'9fU1, 
DeputT Accountant-General. 

..". 
o 



,TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 141 

STATE1dEXT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farms from the 
Salcs of Cotton, &c., up to the 30th April 1847. • 

Amount realized hy the sale of cotton, cotton seed, paddy, &c. : 
I III 1843-440 • - - - - - - -

" 1844-45 

Amount realized by ginning cotton in the farms: 
In June 1844 • 
,. 1845-46 
" 1846-47 

Sale proceeds of cotton consigned to the Honourable Court of 
Directors, by the nndermentioned vessels, as per Honourable 
Court's despatch. dated 26th November 1845, and 18th May 
18-11. and account sales therewith received: 

Per" Flowers of TJ gie " -
" "Samarang" - -
" .. Earl of Harewood" • 
,. "John Patchett" 

£. I. d. 
53 10 2 
95 Ii 10 

240 7 11 
87 16 10 

Rs. a. p. 
649 4 2 

44 3 2 

11 1 Ii 
470 

1.130 

570 12 1 
1,016 7 1 
2,564 3 7 

936 15 8 

RI. a. p. 

693 7 4 

1,611 1 5 

5,088 6 5 

" "Ino" 149 11 - 1,595 3 2 

I " "Earl of Harewood" - 169 19 11 1,813 4 7 
" "Grindlay" 81 18 9 874 

" 
" Colonist" 168 )4 - 1,799 7 6 

I " "Sir John Beresford"- 276 2 - 2,934 6 5 
---I 9,016 5 8 

Rs. I 16,409 4 10 

Fort St. George, Accountant-General's Office, 
13th Novembe:r 1847. 

(signed) T. V. StonllOuse, 
Accountant-General. 

Revenue DepartII].ent, No. 45 of1849. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WITH reference to the instructions communicated in your letter in this depart

ment, dated 18th May 1847, No.8, we have the honour to submit statements 
fumished by the Accountant-General," of expenses incurred on account of the 
Government experimental cotton farms, during the .official years 1847-48, and 
1848-49. 

Fort St. George, ad September 1849. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

D. Elwtt. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, August 1848. 

(No. 261.) 

From T. V. Stonhouse, Esq., Accountant-General, to .1. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 
to Government. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith two statements, one showing the expenses 

incurred on account of the cultivation of cotton on the American system in the Government 
experimental cotton farms, from May 1847 toApril 1848~ amounting to CO.'8 R8. (64,846. 
9. 10.) sixty-four thousand eight hundred and forty-six, annas nine, and pies ten, and the 
other, showing the receipts by the sale of cotton and cotton seed, and by ginning cotton on 
the farms, amounting to CO.'8 Rs. (2,695. 6. 10.) two thousand six hundred and ninety-five, 
annas six, and pice ten, both in continuation of those forwarded with my letter of the 13th 
Novemberlast, No. 401. ' , ' 

It is proper for me to mention thnt in the statement of expenses now forwarded is 
entered an item of CO.'8 Rs. 21,450. 10. 10., being the sum charged in the accounts 

current 

* Dated 15tl1 August 1848 (No.!l61);dated 20thAilgust 1849 (No. !l54). 
2g6-Ses8. 2. T' • 

II. 
Madras. 

No. 31. 
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142 PAPERS RELATING TO, MEASURES TA~EN SINCE'IS47 
, . 

cnrrent of Dr. Wight, on account of cotton purchased by him for the consi!:mment to 
England, including freight and shipping charges, and that a similar charcre of CO 'I RI 
11,681. 4. 4. was exhibited in the statement forwarded ~ith my letter above ~l1uded t~ both 
amounting to CO.'II RI. 33,131. 15. 3. No account sales have been received in this office of 
the proceeds realised by these,two consignments, as in Case of the cotton shipped from the 
Sea Custom-house; and I would beg to suggest that a reference be made to the Honourable 
Court for the same, in order that an adjustment may be made on account of these consign
ments; to the credi~ of the head against which the cotton when purchased was debited. 

Fort St. George, Accountant-General's Office, 
15th August 1848. 

(signed) T. Yo Stonhoust, 
Accountant-General. 

STA~EMENT showing the Disbursements entered under every head of Charges on account of 
the Cultivation of Cotton on the America.n System in the Government Experimental 
Cotton farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevel1y, from 1st Mar1S4? to 30th April 1848. 

Salary of Surgeon Robert 'Wight, superintendent of the' cotton farms, 
including additional allowance granted to him - - • - • 

Salary of Mr. U. Sherman, overseer and assistant superintendent of cottOIl 
furms ~ 

Salary of Mr. R. N. Cuxton, second assistant superintendent of cotton 
farms - • - • .. - - - • - • • 

Salary and allowances of Mr. T. J. Finnie, cotton planter, including 
batta • • - e' - - _ '- • .. • _ 

Gratuity awarded to 'Mr. Simpson, cottort planter - - • • 
Salary of Mr. James Petrie, engineer, including travelling allowance 
Passage money to England of Mr. Petrie - - -
Establishment of wrIters, goomstahs, conicopolies, &.c. 
Pay and hire of overseers, labourers, I1miths, and 'coolies, and hire of carts 

and plough::!, &0,; ploughs, cattle ,&c. purchased, including charges for 
feeding cattle and other contingencies - - - - - • 

Salary of a dresser attached to the farms, including head money for 
medical assistance· • - - -

Rents and profits on lands made over by ryots for the cultivation of 
cotton • - _. _. • 

Crmstruction and repairs of machin,ery, implements, &c. 
Value of a saw-gin purchased by Dr. Wiglit .. • • 
Charges incurred by tbl; commissariat department 'i'or hire of carts and 

bamboo coolies to convey saw-gins. - - e • - • 

Value of cotton purchased by Dr. Wight for the Honourable Court of 
Directors, including freight and shipping charges • • • -

Expenses maurred by Dr. Wight for visiting the port of Cochin, for 
ascertaining the means of having cotton screwed and shipped to England 
from that port - - - - - .. - .' - - • 

Value of cotton machinery -purchased by Mr. Finnie, including freight 
and charges on acconnt of it· - - - • - • • 

Value of articles received from England for the use ofth" cotton farms 

Co's. Ra. 

'1,811 , -

1,800 - -

1,200 

7,812 8 
300 

1,336 3 1 
1,200 
2,181 

12,202 140 '1 

456 7 8 

1,807 7 9 
1,431 13 11 

496 9 8 

362 !;l 11 

too - ... 

1,912 16 1 
1,686 .8 4. 1-------

64,846 9 10 

Fort St. George, Accountant-General's Office, 
, ath August 1848. 

(Errol'S excepted.) 
(signed) T. V. StonhoUle, 

Accountant-General. 

STATEMENT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farm, from the 
Sales of Cotton, &c., from 1st ]I.{ay1847 to .30th April 1848. 

Amount realized by the sale of cotton and cottoll seed -

Amount realized by ginning cotton in the farms 

Co!, R,. G. p. 

1,1,80 6 10 

1,515 

Co.',Ih. 2,695 6 10 

(Errors excepted.) 
(signed) 

Fort St. GeQrge, Accountant-General's Office, 
15th August 1848. 

T. Yo StoNunae, 
Accountant-GeneraL 



'TO PROMOTE TH£ CULTIVATION OF COTION IN INDIA. 1.43 

(No. 254.) 

EXTlUcr.Fort S1. George Revenue Consultations, September 1849. 

From Sir Vansittart StonAouse, Bart., Accountant-General, to J, F. Thomal, Esq., 

Sir, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

I HA.VE the honour to transmit herewith two statements, one showing the expenses 
incurred on account of the cultivation of cotton on the American system, in the' 
Government experimental cotton {arms. from May 1848 to April 1849, amounting to 
rupees {76,375. 6. 4.} seventy-six thousand three hundred and seventy-five, annas six .. pies 
four, and the other showing the receipts 1>1' the sale of cotton and cotton seed, and by 
ginning cotton; as also the proceeds of the sale of the cotton Consigned to the Honourable 
Court of Directors, amounting to Company's rupees (31,933. 3. 7.) thirty-one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-three, annas three, and pies seven, both in continuation of those 
forwarded in my letter of the 15th August last, No. 261. 

(signed) T. Y. StonAoWle, 
Fort St. George, 

Accountant-General's Office. 
20 August 1849. 

Accountant-General. 

STATEMENT showing the Disbursements entered nnder every head ol Charge on account of 
the Cultivation of Cotton on the American System, in the Government Experimental 
Cotton Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from 1 May 1848 to 30 April 1849. 

Salary of Surgeon Robert Wight. superintendent of the cotton farms. including 
additional allowance granted to him - - - • • - - -

Salary of l\Ir. H. Shermall, overseer and assistant superintendent ot cotton 
farma ~ .. - - - - - - -

Salary of Mr. R. N. Cuxton, second assistant superintendent of cotton fHorms • 
Salary of Mr. T. James Finnie, cotton planter - - - - - -
Establishment oCwriters, gomastahs, I)onicopolies, &c. - - - - • 
Pay and }lire of overseers,-labonrers, smiths and coolies, and hire of carts and 

plouglis, &c.; ploughs, cattle, &c., purchased, inc1udmg charges for feeding 
cattle, and olher contingencies - - - - - - - - -

Salary of a dresser attached to the farms, including head money for medical 
assistance 

Charges incurred for constructing a cotton.gin house at Coimbatore 
Value of a cotton-thresher purchased by Mr. Finnie - - -
Construction and repairs of machinery, implements, &c. 
Value of cotton J,urchased by Dr. Wight for the Honourable Court of Direc-

tors, including freight and shipping charges - - .. - - -
Value of cotton seed. &c., received from England, for the use of the cotton 

farms - - - - - - .. - - - - - -

CO.'I R8. 

CO.'I R,. a. p. 

7,811 4 -

1,800 
1,200 
8,400 
2,171 

15,004 2 11 

488 12 -
10,683 12 3 

826 3 8 
1,813 5 1 

25,856 3 9 

B21 10 8 

76,375 6 4, 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, 

20 August 1849. 

(Errors excepted.) 
(signed) T. Y. StonliOUle, 

Accountant-General. 

ST ATEMENT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farms~ from the 
Sales of Cotton. &c.J from 1 May 1848 to 30 April 1849. 

Amount realised by tile sale of cotton and cottoll seed - _ - -
Amount realised hy ginning cotton in the farms . _ _ - _ - _ 
Sale proceeds ot cotton consigned to the Honourable Court of Directors by the 

undel'mentioned vess~ls, as per Honourable Court's despatch, dated 4th July 
1848, and account sales therewith received: 

Per" Elizabeth Jane" - £.1,773 a 1 or 
Per·f Elizabeth Jane" - 39 16 8 
Per" Olinda U - _ 150 10 6 
Per" Olinda" - - 258 5 4, 
Per .~ Lady FIora • - - 643 5 9 

Co.', R,. 18,919 8 2 

" 
" 
" 
" 

424 14 3 
1,605 9 7 
2,754 13 6 
6,861 11 9 

Co.' 8 B.s. a. p. 
136 10 4 

1,230 - -

30,566 9 3 

31,933 3 7 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, ' 

20 August 1849. 

(Errors excepted.) 
. (signed) . T. Y. Stonll.OUll!, 

Accountant-General. 
296-Sess. 2. 

II 
Madras. 

NO.2';. 
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Revenue Department.-(No. 54 of 1850.) 
• 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors or' the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WITH reference to the instructions communicated ill your letter in this 

department, dated 18th May 1847, No.8, we have the hOllour to submit state
ments, furnished by the Accountant-general, of expenses incurred on account 
of the experimental cotton farms, from May 1849 to April 1850. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

D. Eliott. 
Fort St. George, 30 October 1850. E. B. Thomas. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, October 1850. 

(No. 273') 

From Sir Vansittart Stonhouse, Bart., Accountant- General, to Sir H. C.lrIont!lomery, Bart., 
Chief Secretary to Government; dated 26 September 1850. 

Sir, ' 
r H.A.VE the honour to transmit herewith two statements, one showing the expenses 

incurred \In account of the cultivation of cotton on the American system, in the 
Government experimental cotton farms, from May 1849 to April 1850, amounting to 
Company's rupees (45,922. 2.) forty-five thousand nine hundred and twenty-two, and 
annas two, and the other showing the receipts by the sale of cotton and cotton seed, 
and by ginning cotton, amounting to Company's rupees (2,229. 15. 11.) two thousand two 
hundred and twenty-nine, annas fifteen, and pies eleven, both in continuation, of those 
forwarded with my letter of the 20th August 1849, No. 254. 

(signed) V. Stonhou,e, 
Accountant-General. 

STATEMEN'l' ,showing the Disbursements entered under every head of Charges on account 
of the Cultivation of Cotton on the American System in the Government Experimental 
Cotton Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from 1 May 1849 to 30 April 1850. - , 

Salary of Surgeon Robert Wi/!,'ht, superintendent of the colton farms, including 
additional allowance granted to him - - - • - • - • 

Salary of Mr. H. Sherman, overseer and assistant superintendent of cotton 
farms • - - • - - • • - • • • - -

Salar,Y' of Mr. n. N. Cuxton, second assistant-superintendent of cotton farms, 
including travelling allowance • - • - • - • - -

Salary of :AIr. T. James Finnie, cotton pJanter - • • - • • 
Establishment of writers, goomastahs, conicopolies, &c., includilg gratuity 

awarded to men attached to the cotton farms 
Pay and hire of overseers, labourers, smiths, and coolies, and hire of carts and 

ploughs, &c. ; ploughs. cotton, &c. Durchased. incillding charges for feeding 
cattle, and other contingencies - • - . - - - - - • - • 

Salary of a . dresser attached to the farms, including head-money for medical 
assistance 

Construction and repairs of machinery, implements, &c. - - - .
Value of cotton purchased by Dr. Wight for the HononrabII} Court of Direc· 

tors, including freight and shipping charges 

Co.',IU. 

Co.',B" a. p. 

7,811 , -

1,800 

1,144 9 -
4,493 8 9 

1,527 11 6 

7,096 9 11 

178 3 8 
813 15 2 

20,556 4 -

45,922 2 -

Fort St. Geor~e, 
Accountant·General's Office, 

21:1 September 1850. 

(Errors excepted). 

(signed) T. Y. StonMU8e, 
Acconntant-GeneraL 
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STATEMENT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farms from the 
Sales of Cotton, &c., from 1 May 1849 to 30 April 1850. 

Amount realised by the sale ~r cotton and cotton seed -

Amount realised by ginning cotton in the farms 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, 

26 September 1850. 

(Errors excepted.) 

(signed) 

... 

CO.'11 RII. 

Co.' II R.. a. p 

1,689 15 11 

540 - -

2,229 15 11 

V. Stonhouse, • 
Accountant-General 

Revenue Dep,artment.-(No. 64 of 1851.) 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WITH reference to the instructions communicated in your letter in this depart. 

ment, dated 18th May 1847, No.8, we have the honour to submit state-ments 
furnished by the Accountant...generdI of expenses and receipts on account of the 
experimental cotton farms, from May 1850 to April 1851 ; the former amounting 
to Rs. 66,391. 14. 8., including the sum Rs. 43,407. 12. 5." expended in the 
purchase and shipment of cotton; the latter to Rs.3,962. 10. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

R. Armstrong. 
D. Eliott. 

Fort St. George, 18 NQveD)ber 1851. E. B. Thomas. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 11 November 1851. 

From Sir Vansittart Stonhouse, Baronet, Accountant-General, to Sir H. C. Montgomery, 
Baronet, Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 
I HA. VE the honour to transmit herewith two statements, one showing the expenses incurred 

on account or the cultivation of cotton on the American system in the Government experi
mental cotton farms, from May 1850 to April 1851, amounting to Company's rupees 
(66,391. 14.,8.) sixty-six thousand three hundred and ninety-one, annas fourteen, and 
pice eight; and the other showing the receipts by the sale of cott{)n and cotton seed, and 
by ginning cotton during the same period, amounting to Company's ru~ees (3,692. 10.) 
three thousand six hundred and ninety.two, and annas ten, both in continuation of those 
forwarded with my letter of the 26th September 1850, No. 273. 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, 

28 October 1851. 

(signed) 'T. v: Stonhouse, _ 
Accountant-General.. 

II. 
)Jauras. 

Dated 28 October 
18,'>1 (No. 313). 
In Cons. 11 No· 
vember 1851 (Nos. 
63,64), 

No.6a. 
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STATEllIENT showing the Disbursements entered under every head. of Charge on account or 
Cultivation of Cotton on the American System, in the Government 'Experimental Cotton 
Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from 1 MaylSsa to 30 AprilI8~1. 

SaIaryof Surgeon Robert Wight, supeilntendent of the cotton farms, including 
additional aIJowaDce granted to h1m - • _ _ _ • • 

Salary of Mr. H. She! man, overseer and assistant-superintendent of the colton 
farms-· - - -. _. ___ •• 

Salary of Mr. R. N. Cnxton, second assistant-superintendent or ditto • • 
Establishment of writers, goomastahs, conocopolies, &c., attached to the cotton 

farm.- • - - - - ___ • _. 
Pay Bfld hire of overseers, labou1'ers, smiths, and coolics, and hire of carts and 

ploughs, &0.; ploughs, ca.ttle, &c., purchased, including charges for feedin.,. 
cattle, and other ~ontingencies - _ _, to 

Amount of head· money for medical assistance • _ 
Construction and repaIrs of machinery, implements, &0. _' 
Construction or a gin-house at Se1'acaUiley. _ _ _ _ 
Value of cotton purcbased by Dr. Wight for the Honourable Court or 

Directors, including freight and shipp~g charges _I • • 

Co',. R., 

Co.'. R&. '" p. 

7,8U , 

1,800 -
1,933 13 11 

99' -

7,161 12 -
69 10 , 

647 10 1 
2,686' 15 11 

63,607 12 5 

66,391 16 8 

Fort St. GeorO'e, 
.AccountaDt-Genera~1iI Office, 

28 October 185]. 

(Errors excepted.) 
(signed) T. Yo Stonhorae, 

Accountant-General. 

STATElIfENT showing the Receipts on acooun~ of the Experimental Cotton Farms from the 
Sales of Cotton, &c., from 1 May 1850 to 30 April 1851. 

Amount realised by the sale of cotton and cotton seed 

Amount realised in ginning cotton in the fa.rms -

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, 

28 October 1851. 

(Errors excepted.) 

• ~signed} 

Co.'.R •. tI. p. 

674 10 -

3,018 - _ 

Co.', R,. 3,692 

T. Yo Stonholtse, 
Accountant-General. 

EXTRACT Revenue Let.ter from Fort St. George, dated 1'l January (No.4) 1853. 

Para. ,1. WITH reference to. the instructions communicated in your letter in 
Dated 7 Decemb~r this department, dated 18th May 1847,. No.8. we have the honour to submit 

C185~ (NOD' 321 )b1D statements furnished by the Accountant-general of expenses and receipts· on 
ons. 'n ecem er f h . 1 I r. M A '1 I 185~ (Nos.95,g6.) ace-aunt 0 t e experlmenta cotton larmS2 ,rom ay 1851 to prj 1852; t le 

No. 68. 

former amounting to Rs.30,338. 8. 10., the latter to Rs. 5~470~ 6. 7. • 

-EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 21 December 1852. 

(No. 321.} 

From Sir Vansittart Stonhouse, Bart., Accountant·General, to Sir H. a. Montgomery, Bart, 
Chief Sect'etary to Government. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit llerewith two statements,. ODe showiDg the expenses 

incurred on account of the cultivation of cotton on the American ayatem in the Govern
ment experimental cotton-farms, from lIIay 1851 to April 1852, amounting to Companl's 
rupees (30,338. 8. 10.) thirty thousand thl'ee hundred and thlrty-eight. annu eight, and plee 
ten; and the other showing the receipts by the sale of cotton and' cotton seeds, ginning 
cotton, cotton saw-gins, and other articles, during the same period, amounting to Company's 
rupees (5,470.6.7.) five thousand four hundred and seventy, annas six. and pices e'Ye~ both 
in continuation of those forwarded with my letter of the 28th October 1851, No. 313. 

With regard to the sum of Rs.218. 13. 9., exhibited in the statement of charges, it is 
"'''''''''''''''l'V to eXDlain that the value of cotton seeds supplied to Messrs. Kenrick and .M orrison 

has 
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has been repaid to Dr. Wight, and that Government is aware that the value of cotton 
seeds supplied to the Commissioner of Mooltan has been remitted by a bill, which has been 
adjusted In the accounts of the sub-treasurer. The value of the cotton seeds supplied to 
Bengal and to the Ceylon Government will be debited to those governments, and the 
above-mentioned sum of R,.218. 13. 9. will appear in the statement to be furnished for 
the current official year, with other sums as receipts apperta.ining to that year. 

Fort.Bt. George, (signed) T. Y. St(mMUSe, 
Accountant-General's Office, , Accountant-General • 

., December 1852. 

STATEMENT showing the Disbursements entered under every head of Charge ou aooount of 
Cultivation of Cotton on the American System, in the Government Experimental Cotton 
Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, from 1 May 1851 to 30 April 1852. 

Salary of Surgeon Robert Wight, superintendent .0£ the 
cotton farms, from April 18.jl to March 1852 - -

Additional allowance granted to Dr. Wight, being the 
difference betwpen the allowance drawn by him and 
tha& of a superintending surgeon - - - - -

Ditta ditto, being the dIfference between the allowance 
drawn by him and that of a member of the Medical 
Board - - - '. - - .. - -

Salary of Mr. II. lL Sherman, overseer and assistant 
superintendent of cotton farms, trom April to July 18.51 J 

including gratuity of three months' salary paid to him -
Salary of Mr. H. N. Cuxton, 2d assistant to the superin-

tendent, from April 1851 to March 1852 - - -
PaYllnd hire of ()verseers, labourers, sm~th8, coolies. and 

hire of carts, ploughs, &c., including "harges for feeding 
cattle and other contingencies - - - - -

Establishment of writers, gomashtas. conicopolies, &c. -
Value of cotton purchased by Dr. Wight fol' the Honour

able Court of Directors, including freight and shipping 
charges -

Value of Cotton Seeds forwarded to the foIfowing 
officers, &c.J including charges :-

Secretary to the Government of Bengal -
Commissioner Mooltan - - - -
Ceylon Government -
Mr. Kenrick, of Madras 
Mr. Morl'ison, of Madras 

82 13 -
46 6 10 
27 5 3 
'23" - -
4214 tl 

218 13 D 

Co.'s Rs. 30,338 8 10 

Fort St. Georl!:e, 
Acceulltant-General's Office, 

7 December 18S2. 

(Errors excepted.) 
(signed) T. Y_ St01l1towe, 

Accountant-General. 

STATEMENT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farms from the 
Sales of Cotton, &c., from May 1851 to April 1852. 

Amount realised by the sale of cotton and cotton seed - -
Amount realised by the fiale of cotto~ saw-gins, and other articles 
Amount of prize awarded by the Agii-Horticultural Society for cotton 

grown in the farms - - - - '- - - - -

Co:, Rs. 

Co.'sRa. a. p. 

4,206 14 8 
801 '1 11 

240 
1------

5,470 '6 7 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Offic~~ 

7 December 1852. 

{Errors excepted.) 
(signed) T. Y. Ston'house, 

Accountant-Genera!. 

296 -Sess. 2. T4 

IL 
Madra 



fl. 
Madras. 

No. 40. 

EXTRACT Re\'enue Letter from Fort St. Geo,rge, dated 3 April (NQ. 16) 1854. 

Para. 2. 'VB have alsn the honour to submit copies of correspondence. regarding 
the late cotton experiments under this presidency, together with statements fur
nished by the Accountant-general of expenses and ret:eipts on their account, from 
May 1852 to April 1853, thp furIller amounting to R,. 28,514. 5. 8., the latter 
to Rs. 343. 14. 10. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 6 January 1854. 

lteceived the following letter: ' 

(No. 349.) 

From Sir Vansittart Stonhouse, Bart., Accountant-General, to Sir H. C. MontsomeT'!J, Bart..' 
• Chief Secretary to Government. ' 

Sir. 
I gAVE the honour to transmit herewith two statements, one showing the expenses in

curred On account of~ the cultivation of cotton on the American I!ystem in the Government 
experimental cotton farms, lrorn May 1852 to April 1853, amounting to Co.', Ill. 
(28.514.5.8.) twenty-eight thousand five hundred and fourteen, annae five, and pies eight; and 
the other showing the receipts connected with the farms during the same period, amounting 
to Co.'s Rs. (343. 14. 10.) three hundred and forty-three, annas fourteen, and pies ten, 
both in continuation of' those forwarded with my letter of thll 7th December 1852 
(No. 321.) 

Fort St. GeorO'e, 
Accountant-General'?s Office, 

19 December 1853. 

(signed) T. V. Stonhouse. 
Accountant-General. 

STATEHENT showing"the Disbursements entered under every head of Charge, on account of 
Cultivation of Cotton on the American System in the Government Experimental Cotton 
Farms in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, fr&n 1 May 1852 to 30 April 18.53. 

CO.'Ills.a. p. Co.',lls. a. p', 
Salary of Surge~n Robert Wight, superintendent of the cotton 

farm!'t from AprillS52 to January 1853 - • - 3,500 
Additional allowance granted to Dr. Wight, being the difFerence 

between the allowances drawn by him and that ofa member 
'of the MediCal Board, from do. to do.- -12,109 6 -

Salary of Mr. R. N. Cuxton, 2d assistant to the superintendent, from April 
1852 to March 1853 - - - - - • - - - -

Ditto of l;1ead writer and smith, including batta, &C. to them 
Gratuity to C. Cramer, late overseer - - -
Pay and hire of overseers, labourers, coolies, &c., aud hire of carts and 

ploughs, including charges for feeding cattle and other contingencies • 
Value of cotton purchased by Dr. Wight for the Honourable Court of 

Directors, including freight and shipping charges - - -
Charges of cotton seed supplied to Messrs. Maxwell and Graham ... 
Value of cotton seeds forwarded to Bengal, including charges -

Co.'. Ila. 

15,609 6 -

J,800 - -
844 2 -
60 

1,063 1 3 

8,109 12 1 
Ii 3 2 

32 13 2 

28,5U Ii 8 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Offi.?e-, 

19"December 18S3.,"-

(Errors excepted.) 
(signed) To V. Stonhouu, 

Accountant-general. 

• Cons. 15th .April 1853 (Nos. 37. all); Cons. 5th July 18.')1 (Nos. 72 , 73); Cons. 9th August 
1853 (Nos. JO, 31); Cons. 16th Augus, 11153 (Nos. 46, 47); Cons. 30th AO~o5t 1853 (Nos. 1, 11); 
Cons. 20th Septelober 1853 (Nos. u, 21); Calis_ 20th bt>plemhClr 1853 (Nos. 47, +8); Coni. 
18th October 1853 (Nos. 9, 10); Con~. 6th January 1854 (No. 40, 41.) 
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sTATEMENT showing the Receipts on account of the Experimental Cotton Farms from 
the Sales of Cotton, &c., from May.1852 to April 1853. 

, Recovery on 'account of charges. incurred in forwarding Cotton Seeds to the 
following gentlemen :-

Supplied to Mr. Kenrick, at Madras. in last year 
Ditto to Mr. l\Jorison, at Palavanair, in ditto -
Ditto to Mr. Maxwell, at Trichinopoly, in this year • 
Ditto to. Mr. Graham, at Tellicherry, in ditto - • 

Value of Cotton Seed supplied to the following Govemments:

Snpplied to the Bengal Government in last year -
Ditto to the ditto in this year - - - -
Ditto to the Ceylon Government in last year • 
Ditto to tbe Commissioner Moultan, in ditto .. 
Sale proceed. of wrapper clotb. of cotton loads 
Value of cotton seed sold -

Co.",R,$, a. p. 

23 
42 4 8 

2 
3 3 2 

82 13 -
32 13 2 
27 6 3 
43 6 10 
62 1 -
24 16 9 

343 14 10 

Fort St. George, 
Accountant-General's Office, 

19 December 1853. 

Errors fxcepted. ~er 
(signed) T. Yo StOnR.OUSO, 

Accountant-GeneraL 

Revenue Department, 2 June-(No. 10) 1847. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

11. 
-Marlrai. 

Allowances of Dr. 
Wight, Superin-

Para. 1.1= WE have informed you in our military despatch of the 21st April tenden~ofC?tton 
1 N) h d ' d' • h • I' 'b'l' Fsrms In COlmba-ast ( o. 25 , para. 64, t at we concurre In your eClSlon as to t e me Igl 1 Ity tore 
of Dr. Wight for promotion to the tank of superintending surgeon under the . 
regulations of the service",' , 

2. The circumstance of his not having served the prescribed time in the 
military branch of his profession, to qualify him for that appointment, has been 
occasioned hy his having been employed under your' orders, on a duty for which 
he possesses peculiar qualifications, and which it is desirable that he should con
tinue to discharge, and we think that this gives him a fair claim to consideration. 
We accordingly authorise you to grant him an additional allowance equivalent 
to the difference between his present pay and that of a superintending surgeon, Present pay 
from the date on which. be would ot,herwise have been eligible for promotion to RIi.I,939. I. per 
that rank. mensem; pay of 

London, 2 June 1847. 
We are, &c. 

(signed) B. St. G. Tucn.er. 
J. L. Luskington. • 

&c. &c. 

Revenue Department, 14 July (No. 16) 1847. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

Para. 1. THE letters referred to in the margin t report your proceedings !ela-
tive to experimental cotton cultivation. , 

2; With reference to the question submitted to us in the first of these letters, 
as to the continuance or the experiment under Dr. Wight, we have to observe 
that we should be unwilling- to sanction any measure likely to impede that 

\ officer's 

• Letter, dated 14tb November (No. 54) 18 .. 6, submitting a claim preferred by Dr. Wight, 
Superintendent of the Cotton Farms at C~imbatore, tu tbe Office of Superintending Surgeon, or til 
the allowances of that office. - .' 

t Lette\'ll, dated 8th December (No. 611) 1845; deted 25lh July (No. as) 1846; dated t7tb March 
(No. 17) 1847. ' 

296- Sess. 2. U 

luperilJte.ndiog aur. 
geoo, R,. 1,5.JO. 
per mf'usem. 
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officer's attempts to improl"e the quality of the cotton of Coimhator~, or to pre
vent the further progress and probable success of the experiment which may be 
anticipated from the' experience which he has acquired. The results exhibited 
in his reports of the 1st August 1845, and 16th February 1846 are very 
e~couragiDg, al)d you will have l~arnt ii'om the account sale,s forwarded to you 
wIth our despatch of the 18th May last (NO.6), that the prices realised for the 
cotton produced in that district have been satisfactory. . • , 

.3. !V e have perused w~tli much interest the accoun.ts give~ by Mr. W roughton, 
prlllclpal collector of COlmbatore, of the. success of hIS expenmental operations at 
Ootacamund, and we consider that m'uch credit is due to bim for his perseverina 

.. • D exe" tIons. _ . 

4. We authorise you to reimburse Dr. Wight the sum of &.200 (two hundred 
rupe,es), being thC' amount' stated to have bef'.D expended by him in visitina tbe 
Port of Cochin, for the purpose of ascertaining tbe JIleans of bann Ir cotton sc~wed 
and shipp,ed to Englav.d from that port. 0 

5. The. 4ecease of Mr. Merris, the cotton planter, whom you had located in 
Bdla.ry _ i:; matter- Q£ gTeat regret. The measures which lie had proposed to 
adopt In that district would, we think, have led to satisfactory results. 

6. We notice with satisf ... ction the interest taken by the Zemiodar of Yettia
pooram,. in the improvement or the cotton produced on his estate, and we 
approve of your having communicated to 111m the view taken of his pro
ceedings. 

7. In our despatch of the 18th May last (No.6), we have noticed the needless 
expense incurred in consequence of a portion or the cotton shipped per 
" Grindlay," having been sent in an unscrewed state. We observe that the 
caUSE:' of this is explained in the fetter from Mr. Morris, Acting Collector of 
Customs" dated the 10th, July 18462 a:nd u:e trust that a similar inadvertence 
will not again occur. 

8. The deputation of Mr. Finney- into Tinnevelly appears, from the papers 
forwarded with your letter of the 27th March (No. l7} 1847, to be likely to be 
attt'oded with: satisfactory results. Under the circumstances represented by you, 
we. approv~ of your having authorised that gentleman to act as a ~eneral agent 
for the purchase or cotton, subject to the future reports of the collector of Tin. 

_ne\1:elly as to the e!fects. of the permission thu~ granted to him. The principal 
difficulty w hic.h he appears. to. have had to encounter in the first instance, in 

_ inducing the. ryots to improve their modes oC cultivation. and to use a better 
descri)ltian of seed, was in the apprehension which they expressed. that tbey 
should be unable to find a market for their produce. Mr. Finnie wBl be in a 
great measure en-abIed/to remove this apprehension under the authority now 
given to him to purcha$e c.otton, and the real price at which good cotton can be 
prQCured in. the district will be. more satisfactorily ascertained by means of pur
chases madc'?n private' accqunts than on 1!urchases .on ac~ount of. Go.vernment. 
Mr. Finnie hlmself states that as soon as It was belIeved 10 the dIstrIct that he 
was authorised to make purchase.!> of cotton on account of Government, an 
increased price was immediately demanded. 

9. We approve· of- your having authorised the purchase of four or five hundred 
bales of churka-cleaned natIve cotton to be subjected to the action of the threl>her, 
and thE:'n baled and sent to us, with the view of ascertaining the advantages to 
be derived from that process. It woufd b~ satisfactory if you c:o~ at the same 

I time send us an equal quantity of precIsely the same, descl'lpti0a: of cotton, 
cleaned by the saw-gin. with an accurate account of the e~pens:s JD~urred on 
each so that we might. be enabled to judo-e from their out-tum ill thIS country 
whi;h of the two. processes is~ ~n a comme~ial point orview, the .more admn-
tllgeous. . , 

, London, 14 July 1847. 

We are, &c. 
(signed)' / H. St. G. Tuelln-. 

J. L, LuslUngt(}7J. 
&c. &e. 
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EXTRACT Revenue Letter from Fort St. George,. 16 July (No. 42) 1847. 

18. We furnished" a copy (If this despatch to Dr. Wight, with reference to l1is 
letters of the 30th and 31st October 1846, and called his attention to the sugge~ 
tions communicated in the letter from the President of the Manchester, Com
mercial Association. Dr. Wight has informed us in answer.t that he received a 
coPy of that letter direct from the Secretary at the India House, and that he had 
replied to it through the same channel. 

. . 
Revenue Department, C>imbatore. 5 Ma,1847. 

, 
, From Surgeon B. Wight, Superintendent of Cotton Farms, Coimbato.re, to ~ 

H. Co Montgomery, Bart., Secretarr to Government, Fort St. George. 
Sir, , 

WITH reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 498; nuder date 22d April184'1~ 
transmittin~ copy of a letter from the President of the Manchester Commercial Association, 
1 have the nonour to state, for the information of the Most Noble the Governor in Council, 
that I received a copy 'of that letter direct, through the Secretary,1i-oDl the India. HOUle, 
~~d have replied through the flame channeL C~py of my letter I have the honour to flUl>
JOlD. 

(signed) Robert Wight, Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

To Sir H. Co Montgome1'JJ, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, to 
J. C. Melvill~ Esq., Secretary, India House, London. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the r~"ipt of your letter of the 8th Feprwl.ry, trans

mittin~ extract from a. letter from J. A. T$er, Esquire, .President of the Commercial 
AssoClatio~ of Manchester. to, Sir J4 Weir llogg. :aart.. M.P" Chairman of the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company, dated 5th February 1847. 

2. It is a source of gratifica.tion to leam that the American cotton grown on the Coimba
tore farms has been found superior to any of the same description grown in India. This is 
no doubt partly owing to the suitable selection of the sowing season, a. point which has 
received much consideration, but is also partly owing to local circumstances. 

3. Our farms are situated in an extensive valley, participating in the rains of both mon
. soons, by which we are enabled so to re~ate the time of sowing with the one, as to have 
the plant \laming into bloom about the tlme when the other usuaJ.ly commences, whiell in
vigorates and fits it to bring its crop to maturity during the subsequent dry season. 

4., Mr. Turner's suggestions regariling earlier sowing has not escaped observation, and 
has been tried, but in & great measUre failed. But, supposing that case had been otherwise, 
it rarely happens that it could be practised, a.t least in this district, JIS the rains seldom 
reach us before the middle of May. and often not until June, in suflicient quantity to admit 
of our parched and sun-baked lands being sufficiently prepared for the reception of seed 
before the 1irst.week or even in the middle of July, which .is as soon as sowiug should 
,commence. 

5. Durina' the hot season the soil becomes so hard that the plough cannot ,penetrate the 
surface untiY it has been softened and loosened by copious showers; it then requires to be 
ploughed two or three times to clean it thoroughly before sowing; this kee~ us employed 
from a month to six weeks. that is, until about the middle of July. This I consider the 
bes~ time for sowing, as the plant, which is of rapid growth, then comes into flower about 
the time the north-east monsoon commences, in October. 

6. If it is sown earlier, so that the eotton bolls are far advanced towards maturity when 
these rains commence, nearly the whole of the earlier part of the crop is lost, owing to the 
plant becoming surcharged with sap, which the cotton seems to absorb, and in place of 
coming to proper maturity. rots in the capsule; we have repeatedly had to regret extensive 
losses frpm that cause. 

• Letter, dated 3d March 1847. (No.3.) (Whole.) Intimate the supply ofboes, fiJeI',andAmericatt 
cotton seed for the use of the superintendent of cotton farms at Coimhatore. Transmit a letter 
recei"ed flom the President of the " Manchester Commercial Association,"' on the subject of coWHl 
cultivation, and direct that. Dr. Wight's attention be caned to the suggestions therein contained. 

t Illth May 1847 (Nos. 41.4~.) .. 
q~ U2 

1L , 
ladraa. 
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7. Such being the case, our object is so to adapt the Bowing to the course of the eeasons .1 
to se.cuJ"e as far as possible a. continua.nce o~ humid weath.er for the plant, 80, long as iti. 

, growing, and dry clear weather for matunn~ and harvestIng the crop. If we are fortunate 
in enjoying an average season, our lands YIeld, acco~ding to the quality of the soil, from 
500 to 1,000 or even 1,200 pounds per acre of Amencan seed cotton. The native Indian 
plant is much less productive. 

8. As suO'O'ested by Mr. TUrner, I have also tried low alluvial lands, but the return 
proved quit~"disproportioned to the previous appearance. and lIimply from the lands bein~ 
too humid, or, in other words; owing. to the wet subsoil producing nearly the same effect o~ 
the crop as rainy w'eather on higher and dryer lands. 

9. Adverting to Mr. Turner's remark of the more silky staple of American than Indian 
gr0"'ln cotton of the same desc~iption. I may remark that this fact is known to us, and has 
engaged much attention with a view to ascertain the cause and probable remedy; at first the 
climate was supposed to have some effect in producing the change from 110ft silkiness to 
harshness of fibre; more extended observation has led to the conclusion that soil haa more 
to do with the change than the clPnate. 

10. It is well knQwn to the native cotton dealers that cotton, grown on black cotton 
gtound has Ii longer and softer staple than when grown on J."ed gravelly soil. the kind on 
,which ,our American cotton is principally and most successIu1ly cultivated, esJleciallr when 
.calcareous matter forms a prominent ingredient. Reasoning from these facts. I Wail mduced 
to try low alluvial soil, as more nearly approaching to the best American soils than either our 
black clays or gravelly soils, and to a certain extent established the position that the cotton 
produced on such soils wai of excellent quality, but the crop is very uncertain, aa a. eingle 
unseasonable shower.of Tain; by loading the soil with excess of moistUre, Was liable to 
deteriorate half the crop, then approaching to maturity. I. however. coincide in the view 
taken by the Association 8S to the probable advantage to be derived from cultivating cotton on 
lands near the coast, and have long felt anxious to have a farm established there for the 
cultivation of American cotton. Hitherto the plan has been beset with difficulties which I 
have not been able to surmount j but now it is in progress, as Mr. Finnie is located in the 
centre of one of the best cotton districts in the South of India., within about 40 mile8 of the 
sea, on the east coast, and will, I trust, succeed in finding'cultivators probably to within a few 
miles of the shore, 'and I am not without the hope of being able to make arrangements for 
the culture of a rew fields between Palghaut and the west coast, But so far a8 my acquaint
ance with that coast extends, we need scarcely expect to approach nearer than within 60 or 
70 miles of the shore, there being so little land suitable for the (lultivation of cotton within 
that limit. 

11. I trust that in these brief ,notes I have yet been sufficiently explicit to satisfy both 
the Honourable Court and the Association that constant attention has been given towards 
the careful working out, in all its branches, of this experiment. and that the results already 
obtained are such as to satisfy the latter that all that is now required to bring it to a most 
successful conclusion is commercial encouragement, by the establishment of agents altogether 
distinct' fiom Govetnment, to contract with. the ryots to cultivate American cotton for them. 
They are now doing so for us, of their own free will. though still apparently jealous of 
Government, interference; merely because they find it profitable to do so. Dealing with 
merchants will remove that objection, and jn the course of a few years lead to ,the general 
introduction of the exotic, which I believe they are quite satisfied can be grown aa easily: 
and cheaply as their own, and much more profitably lJoth as regards the out-turn from equ8l 
areas of land, and the price it realises. The present has proved one of the most unfavourable 
cottOll seasons that has been known for many years in this part of India. the crops of native 
cotton having almost universally failed. while the few natives whom we succeeded in inducing 
to sow American cotton at the same time with ourselves have realised v~ry fair returns, 
better indeed than they usually 'obtain in good seasons from the indigenous plant. This 
very unlooked-for result will doubtless establish its credit beyond dispute, and stimulate its 
-extenaed culture. 

Coimbatore, 
8 April 1847. 

(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

Revenue Department, I4 January (No.7) 1848. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
I. ,WE, have the honour to submit copies of communications from Dr. Wight. 

Superintendent of the ,Experimental Cotton ~'arms at Coimbatore, and of minutes 
recorded by the members of Government, on the proposition of that officer to 

, grant 
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grant a remission of 50 per cent. in the assessment of lands- applied to the culti
vation of American cotton; and, on his further suggestion, to have two additional 
farms, one on each coast. . 

2. We have deemed it expedient to bring this correspondence under the con
sideration of vour Honourable Court, and, with reference to the views of the 
members of Government, recorded in the minutes under transmission, to solicit 
your orders, whether the Government experimental cotton farm at. present main
tained at Coimbatore shall, as proposed by the majority, be relinquished for an 
agency confined to practical planters. 

3. We beg to call the particular attention of your Honourable COllrt to the 
minute of our President, and to the useful information on the whole subject ' 
noticed therein. as received from M.r. Finnie, American cotton planter, employed 
in the TinneveUy district. 

We have, &e. 

Fort St. George, 
14 January 1848. 

(signed) 'lweeddale. 
H. Chamier. 
J. P. Dickinson. 

From Surgeon R. IVigllt, Superintendent of Cotton Farm!;, Coimbatore, to Sir 
H. C. Montgomi:f'y. Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I U.l VB th£' bonoul' herewith to transmit copies of correspondence which passed betw~en 

the Princlpnl Collector of Coimbatore and myself on the subject of granting remissions of 
land I1ssessment on ,lands under American cotton cultivation. 

2. My letter oaiginated partly in the circumstance of Mr. Wroue,htou having in the 
course of conversatIOn informed me that he had authority to grant such remission Without 
further rererence to GovenlDlent, but principally in the belief that manv ryots would cultI
vate it if this indul~ence was granted, generated by what pasbed in various conversations 
with them, and with numerous small merchants who are in the babit of bringing their cotton 
to the gin-house for sale, when endeavouring to persuade thfJm to grow American cotton in 
place of opium, assigning as the ground 'of my recommendation that I expected orders from 
England prohibiting the purchase of the latt£'r next year. 

3. This kind of conversation was of course entered into merely as a means of inducing 
them to make the attempt, tbe idea being suggested from having found by the contmued 
stream in that direction that they considered the gin-house their best customer and tbe most 
honourable merchant to deal with. 

4. On these occasions the risk of £'\ilure with a n£'w article, the culture of which they 
prof ells not to understand, and in that case the loss Of the land assessment, wbich must be 
paid if the ground is ploughed, added to th£'ir poverty, and consequent incapacity to specu~ 
late, has always been urged as a reason for not making the attempt. They listened to what 
I urged on the comparative advantages of receiving nine rupees for the same weight of the 
new cotton that I was then paying seven rUl,>ees for of the old, and that too durmg a dear 
season (from I!ix to six and a quarter rupees IS the price in ordinary seasons); but still 'the 
pecuniary loss, which they say they could ill afford, on the one hand, seemed always to over~ 
balance the problematical advantage on the other. 

, 5. I-mention these circumstances, partlr to show the difficulty to be surmounted, and 
partly in explanation of my reasons for thIDking that Mr. Wroughtr,m's opinion, as stated 
1D the marginal extract from his letter to Government, is not borne out in practiee, since 
we have actually paid 18 rupees per candy for several small batches of American cotton 1D 

place of Rs.17. 8, assumed by him as holding out a sufficient inducement to insure an 
extended cultivation of the American plant, and have, moreover, pl"Omised that enhanced 
price for all the" first sort" American cotton offered for sale, with a proportionally high price 
for inferior description.' , 

G. The orders of Government, conveyed in the appended letter to Mr. Wroughton, having 
taken from him the privilege of granting remission. I have been induced, after much con
sideration, to take the hberty of soliciting the attention of the Most Noble the Governor in 
Council to these statements, in the hope that they may have the effect of inducing his 
Lordship to reconsider the subject, and perhaps see the propriety of recalling that order 
and renewing the fOi mer one, which I apprehend would, now that a certam market is opened 
for the disposal of the article, be taken imm£'diate lind extensive advantage of by growers 
here, though, while that was wanting, and they were unacquainted with the new plant. Ihey 
allow it to ~main in abeyance, ifindeed they were really aware orits existence. For myself"I 
, 2g6-Sess. 2. u 3 was 
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was nQt aware of its existence, nor, w the he~t of my knowledge, baa, it ever been promul~ 
gatt'd, or a single case of remission been granted during tbe six yellrs I have heeD in the 
distl ict, thpugh several of the more enterprising ryots 'have heen induced to cultivate small 
patches. Had the orders of Government heen annually promulgated since 1833 as it 
appears to me tbey ou~ht to have heen, and Temissions regularly granted to all tbo;e who 
eu1tivated American cotton, I feel assured beneficial effect would have resulted and sull 
think that were these orders now received. and annually and e'liciently promulga~ exten
sive advantage would be taken of them, at least in this Ileighbourhood, where til; ,Pl:ople 
haVE! _become famIlIar with the plant and its mode of culture. . , 

'7. ~egarding the confusion and irregularity referred to in Mr. Wroughton'. Jetter, likely 
to be pI'oduced in a system which has hitherto worked well, by the introduction of such an 
arrangement, it does not become me to offer an opinion, not being conversant with i;uch 
matlers; but it occurs to me, that the mrre apprebension of confusion should not have heen 
permitted so long to impede the accomplisnment of an object so vastly important to tbe 
empire at large, and for the attainment of which the Home Government is so anxious. and 
has incurred f;uch liberal expenditure. Great Britain pays annually nearly 10 mi1lions 
sterling to America for cotton, while the latter, ungratefully takin'" advantaO'e of our neces
sities, maintains lllmos~ ,prohibitory tariffs on our manufactured go~ds offered in exchange for 
her raw materIal, a state of things doubly disadvantageous to Brltaillp aud one that her 
colonies ulight, with 'due encouragement, do much to obviate. 

8, In a letter to the Secretary to the Manchester Association, f('rwarded throuO'h the Secre
tary to the India House, I gave a tabular statement, copy of which I subjoin, showing, that 
at preilent prices the better description of Indian cotton cannot be dehvell'd in Liverpool 
under 3A d. the pound, a rate at whIch America can compete, furnishing at the same time a 
bettel' article, and in quantities nearly ~dequate to the wants of Britail). In this part of 
India the land tax absorbs from 29 to 30 per cent. of the net produce, leaving seed, labour, 
and risk from unfavourable !!easons and fluctuating markets tf) be proiided for out of the 
balance. This great drawback necessarily restrIcts its cultivation; for being a crop requiring 
a good deal 'Oflabour and time, and being uncertain in its returns, as it can only be employed 
10 a lImited extent for home conf'umfltion, cereal or food cultivatIon, which does not labour 
under that disadvantage, is preferred, and generally on'1 so much cotton as may be readily 
convE'lteli into ready mouey to pay the Government tax IS grown, 1lOd that I have repeatedly 
heard, anrl I believe truly asserted, often at a loss i such bein~ the case~ it seems probable 
that a reduction of 50 per cent.. of the assessment on all landa under cotton cultivation 
would, by securing an almost certain profit to the cultivator, immedIately act, on SoutherD 
lwiia as benefkially as tbe establishlIlt'nt of cotton manufactures has aCled on England 
herself, for by provlding in the intervals between seed bme and harvest of their food crops, 
a stimulus to industry as well as occupation for her rural populatIOn, in the production ofan 
exportable artIcle of commerce, it would enrich b"tb them and the country by augmenting 
external commerce. 

9. Her best cottons, including American. could then be delivered in EngJand at from 2j J.. 
,to.3 d .. the pound, with a. ,profit to the exporter, a rate of charge which wo~~ defy comp~ 
titlon, and therehy force, If I may use so strong a trl'm, the stream of BritIsh commerce 
towards her shores, which by ensurin'" auguJented and certain profits, would rapidly stImulate 
a productIOn 01 cotton adequate to her annually Increasing wants. It would tben become 
to Southern India what itiormerly was, and what indigo and opium now are to Northern. 
an unfailing source of industry and wealth, whlle Britam would not have to cOlIlplain of the 
restriction of her commerce by hostile tariffs. 

\ 

10. An ancient maxim, applicable to the living frame, informs us that where irritation 
exist!', thither you will find a deter~inalion of blood. . The same m~xim, thus mo~ifird,.is 
egually applicable to the body politic; .. Where wealth IS. there you WIll find shops; a~,ln 
like manner,' as a sore on the finger may affect the general health, so may the enberog 
contents of a few well-stored "hops affect the lDdustrial habits of a whole community, by 
:creating new wanls and exciting new desire~ suited to. stimu!ate the i~u~y ~f both ~he 
ambitious and indolent. Such would SoOD be the effect m India ofthe unlmuted introducUon 
Dr BritIsh manufactures in exchange for ocr raw material • 

. 11. Though, however, financial considerations will proba1)Jy for a long time prevent t~ 
adoption of a. ~ent'ral measure of the kind suggested, r trUl>t l.haye be~n so !ar tortunll;te ~o 
my ad vocacy of the general principle as to have succeeded 411l mducmg his Lor~'p In 
Council to Teconsider his late deciSIon, and probably even to renew for a further penod of 
five or ten years the orders of 1833, grantlllg 50 per cent. re.mission on all Jand under 
American .cotton cultivation. 

Coiltlbatore, 
20 June 1847. 

(sigud) Robert WJgAt, 
. SUTgeoa, Superinteadem Cotton Farms.. 
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OOPUM COTTON. 

I. Amount coat ot 8'6 caudies, 11 maunds, 131bs. oC sped cotton, at Ra. 13. ,. 
per candy of liOO lbs. • - - - - - - - _ _ 

Amount of expenses iucurred in clearing, half'-pressing, f'orwarding to Cochln.. 
re-pressing and shipping there, in 300 bales of' 3001bs. each -

Deduct amount realised by sale ot seed or 

Freight f'rom Cochin to Liverpool, on 300 bales. or 90,000Ibs. at 41. 7 s. 6 d. 
per ton of' J ,500 lb •• , is 262 L 10,., or, rupees 

TOTA.L - - - Ra. 

(- This sum, reduced to English muney, gins 3} d. per pound.) 

AMERICAN COTTON. 

2. Amount cost of' 12 candies, 8 maunds, 101bs. of' leed cotton, at Ra. 15. 5. 8. 
per candy of' iOO lbs. - - - - - - - - -'-

Amount of expenses incurred in cleaning, half· pressing, forwarding to C",chin, 
re-preuing, and shipping there, in aU bales of 300 lb. each -

Deduct amount realised by sale of Beed -

, Freight from Cochin to Liverpool on aU Lales, or 1,800 lb., at 41. 7 I. 6 a. 
per ton oC 1,500 Ibs., is 51 58'J or rupees - - - - - -

Rs. Co 

11,025 II 

2,601 14 

13,627 9 
3,071 2 

10,558 7 

2,625 

13,181 7 

RI. a. 

190 11 

50 2 

2'0 14 
27 8 

213 6 

52 8 1-----, 
TO'PAL - • - RI. 265 14 

(t Thia sum, reduced to English money, gives 3id. per pound.) 

p. 

, 
5 

9 

• 
Ii 

5" 

p. 

6 

'1 

1 

1 

-
It 

The per·centage of wool to leed of' No.1, was Ra. 21. 2. 6 •• and the whole batch cost in Coimbatore, 
when. baled and relldy to load, &. In. u. 5. per candy. • 

The per-centage of No.2 was 29, and COlt, when ready to load, .R.r. !N. 13. per candy. 

(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 
Superintendent, Cotton Farms. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) Roltert Wighl9 Surgeon, 

SuperinteDdenl-Cotton Farms. 
I 

From Surgeon R. WigAt, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to J. C. W'tlughloa. 
Esq .• Principal Collector, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
ADVERTING to the propo~ contained in the 2d paragrapb of Mr. Turner'/lletter, em

bodied in Minutes of ConsUltation, No. 498, under 'date 22d April 1847, that tbe 5,000 
bales of cotton ordered by the Court of Directors be made up exclusively of American cotton. 
and conSidering under present appearances the sman quantity likely to be produced for years 
to come, it has occurred to me that a much more e1l.tended cultivation might be speedily 
brought abuut it it was proclaimed throughout the distric~ that OD aU lands, under American 
cotton cultivation, a remission of assessment will be given. This, I believe, yoo. have 
authority to grant. The amowt of remission that should be granted oC course does .not 
come: Within my province to propose, neither the term to which it should extend; but I 
believe 25 per cent., if promised fol" a term of three or five years_ win be found sufficient to 
produce the.desired effect. . 

2. I have already been making known among the local merchants who frequent ,the gin 
house, that I am in e:lpectatio~ of orders stopping the purchase of native cotton; but that 
I would supply all those who wished to cultivate the American plant with seed, and purchase 
the produce. These measures have a two-fold tendency toward the realization of t!'-= 

2g6--Sess. 2. u 4 Gove.rnment 
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Government desire to benefit the country by forcing on an f'xtended cultivation of American 
cotton .. inasmuch as they conjomtly .annoul1('e the probdble stoppage of all our purchases 
of native cOttOIl, and the certam openmg of a sure mark~t for the article required.' . 

< 3. I am further induced to recommend the measure at the present time, partly with the 
hope that as the Feason promis~s to prove a favourahle one for cotton, sufficient success will 
.attend the first effol ts of cultivators to ensure persev~rance and future extension if once 
pretty generally commenced, more especially when encouraged b~ obtaining from 2'0 to 25 
per cent. higher prices fllr the new article than they could realize for the old, and partly be
cause I have an available stock of betwt!en 20 and 30 candies of seed for di&t.nblltlon which 
I expect will prove more than sufficient to meet all demands; should this sU(J'O'estion be 
approved of" and acted upon, it should be at the same time mentIOned that th;~ooner the 
seed is sown the better, as early sowing as the weather will permit being very desirable in the 
<cult/ration of that kind ,of cotton. . 

CoimbatOle, 14 June 1~47. 
(signed) R. Wight. Sur~eon. 

Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

(No. 22, 18n.) . 

From J. C. Wroughton, ~sq., Principal Collector, Coimbatore, to Surgeon R. Wig4t, 
Superintendent or American Cotton Farms. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14.th instant, proposing, 

with the View of forcing the cultivation of American cQtton, that a reduction of 2~ ru:r cent. 
should be made 'on the assessment of such land as may be cultivated with New Olleans 
cotton for a term o( three or five years. 

2. I am quite alive to the advantage of producing this staple to the greatest possible 
extent; but judgIng from the past, I do not feel any confidence that the measure you pro
pose would have the desired efiect. Instead of a reduction of 25 per cent., the Governme.nt 
were prepalcd in IS33, to remit one-half of the fixed assessment on all lands apploprlated 
to the cultivation of 'American cotton; but this encouragement was not productive of any 
benefit, and consequently its continuance was subsequently considered inexpedient; in
dependent of this, It appears to me that interfering witli the long-standin~ survey settlement 
of the' district is a very dangerous and doubtful experiment, and one likely to be productive 
of confusion and irregularity in a system which has, up to this time, worked so well; a measure 
of this nature is fraught With mischief, and should never be bad recourse to, in my opinion, 
so long as allY other alternatite could be resorted to, and I believe havlDg been thus viewed 
by Government, ~he order for the discontinuance ofthe indulgence alluded to (copy of which 
is herewith forwarded)- was issued.' . 

, 3. As the production of American cottOIl must 'colltinueto be the result of concession on 
the part of the State, I think it would equally answer the purpose if the amount of the 26 
per cent. was added to the plice of the cotton, in lieu of a reduction on the Boil. On this 
point I had occasion to address to Government, under date the loth December 1842, extract 
of which appears in the mar~. , 

4. In the event of your coinciding with me in the pr"l'osed modification of your plan, I 
shall be happy to giv~ publicity to any notification you may desire to publish; but on the 
other hand, If you still deem the remission should be made on the land, It will be necessary 
to address to Government on the subject, with reference to the order I have had the honour 

,. to receive previously ~ouching this matter. 

I ha.ve, &tc. 

, 
Coimbatore, 15 June 1847. 

(si(J'ned) J. JJ. Wroughton, 
o Principal Collector. 
Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George. 

~ "If I am empowered to offer to the growe;s of outton a remu~erati~g pri,:e lor it, with relerence 
to Its vabe, that 1 feel perfectly assured that it can be produced m thIS duitrict to an extent flld' ex
(leading the most sanguine expectationa of the Hon~ur~Ie C~urt of Directors. 

"The ryots are quite prepared to conlmence cultivating thIS staple, deterred sole]y by the doubt as 
to how the produt'e is disposed of. 

"The only,dlfliculty, as 1 havo before remarked, which :presents itsel~ is for ~e disposal of the pro-
duce by the grower, relieved from the tax and molestaUon of. brokerage, ~hich I hope GOYemment 
may consider it expedIent to remove, by authorising the reception of Amencan cotton produce so]ely 
at remunerating and enoouraglng rlltes; I would 8ugge8~ for the present 17} rupees the c~ndy .. 00 
delivery. Beed inclusive, which nllght be retprnoo or chstrlbuted to the ryota forf1;ltllre operatIon .. 
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From D. Wliit;, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to J. C. WrougAton, Esq., 
P,incipal Collector, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to your Jetter, da4!d 24th February 1844, recommending that the indul

eance granted by Government in favour oflands appropriated to the cultivation of American 
cotton and Vilolnian tobacco, whereby a remission of one-half of the assessment was autho
rised, should b: renewed, as far as regarded cottnn, I am directed by the Board of Revenue 
to acquaint JOu that, on the subject having heen laid before Government, the Most Nobl~ 
tbe Governor in Council deemed it lDexpedl~nt to continue the indulgence. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) D. While, Acting Secretary. 

(No. 862.) 

BCP08E dil;po<;ing of the pl'Oposition conveyed in the foregoj~ letter, the Most Noble the 
Governor in Council is desirous of obtaining 'rom Dr. Wight information of the kind called 
for flom the collectors of cotton-growillg districts,-in Extract MlDules of Consultation. 
dated 28th May 1847, No. 646. A copy of these orders will DOW be furnished to 
Dr. Wight. with a request that he will supply, as far as may be in his power, and at the 
earliest period, information on the various points noticed by Government. 

Fort St. George, (signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
31 July 1847. Secretary to Go\·ernmebt. 

{No. 93a.) 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 17th Augulit J847. 

TUE Most 'Noble tbe Govprnor in Council request .. the Chamber of Commerce t.,o favour 
the Guvernment with information ~m the following points: 

The average cost of fair Tinnevelly cotton per candy (3,aOO Ibs.) during the last three 

y~Th~ cost of packing, baling, shipping, and freight, and insurance to London or Liverpool. 
The chalge for commission on consignments ot COttOIl to order. 
Rates or exchange for bills at six months' sie;ht at lhe time of shipment. 
The cost per lb., delivered in Loudon or Liverpool. The same information for fair 

\Vestern or Bellary cotton. 

2. His Lordship in Council would 'feel obliged by this information beiilg giveQ in a 
tabular form, and other pal1iculars added which may suggest themselves to the Chamber as. 
necessary to exhibit in full the cost per lb. to the exporter from this Presidency. 

(signed) .T. F. Thomas, 
Chief Secretary. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir 
H. C. JIontgomeTlJ, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, Coimbatore, 4 August 1847. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Consultation, No. 862, under 

date 31st July 1847, calling f~lr certaiu information relative to the cost of prodaction of 
cotton and its marketable value. 

• 2. To obtain the information called for in so full and precise a form as to al]mit_of its 
being reduced to a tabular statement will require several days, or possibly even a fortnight; 
1 trust, therefore, I may be excused for again troubling his LOI"dsbip in Council in the 
interval, for the purpose of sohclting his attPntion, in the first instance, to a single branch 
of the subject under consideration, that, namely, of grantil1O' remission of assessment on such 
lands only as ale cropped with Amelican COUt.n. <> 

3. This mark of favour towards the exotic Will, I anticipate, in tbe course of two or three 
seasons, suffice to establish its reputation in the country as a sure and very remunerating 
crop, after which it may be safely left to stand on its own merits; and as it is most desir
able that it should be widely introduced both as being more productIve and all yielding a 
superior kind of cotton, I trust this suO'gestion may meet witli the favourable consideratlou 
of his Lordship in ,Cuuncil. 0 , 

.4. It'"ill be advantageous if such an order, c~uld be speedily j~sued, since a whol€: year 
mIght to many be thereby sa, ed, as numbers of ryots here who have beard, through the 
, 296-Sess. 2. - X gossip 
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gossip of the place, that an application for remission on American cotton has been made are 
holding off until the reply is received. Though the season is alread\' rather fat adva;cetJ 
much might still be done towards making a beginnmg, ami I have I'ven been told that if th~ 
orders were now issued, reI/ewing the Order of Council of 18.1J in favour of American 
cotton, 1 bhould have to suppl~ probably as many as ~ hundled applic<1nts with seed of the 
so-called" new cotton" for sowmg on the first favourable tall of rain. 

5. Should we be favoUied with !Ouch rains any time in the course of this month or e\'en 
the first week of !-oeptember, we shall, I believe, have little cause to re"ret the ~dvanced 
perio? of the .se~son, provided the. following monsoon is o.t· average qua~tity and dUlation. 
This IS my pnnclpal reason (or takmg the liberty of renewlI/O' my apphcation for remlssiou 
on American cetton while the inquiries regardin~ the ~ore general measure are In 

progrrsiil• 
(signed) RuiJert Wiuht, 

Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

MUiUTE. 

GuindY.:I September 1847. 
THE .quest,?n inv:olvt'd i~ this reference is one of great practical impoltance, and require" 

to be vlewed III all Its bearmgs before the Government Cdn arrive at any certain conclusion 
as to the course to be pursued. 

2. I agree in the principle, apparently advocated by Mr. "·rou"htoo, that the <Trowth of 
Amelican cotton in Coimhatoreor elsewhere mustdepelld upon the=' article fifldin<'l' purchasel's 
willmg to gi\e a remunerating price to the grower I and that If such purchaser~ are forth
coming. as they assuredly will be for any article that will retnrn a fair profit in the 
European market, a reduction o(the land-tax is unnecessary, and AmerIcan cotton will be 
grown in abundance. 

3. "But there, is a prior question to I)e decided: Is iE'certain that this article can or will 
be raised in Coimbatore at a cost which would pay the expol'ter. who should, as Mr. 
WroJlghton proposes Dr. Wight should do, offer an additional 25 per cent. in prict'1 And 
if it should be found that thill addition of price would render COimbatore cotton a dearer 
article in the BJitlsh market than Amelican cotton already thert', then it would, of courf\e, 
be unsaleahle. This country could not, under these Circumstances, compete With Aouerica; 
and we must give up the idea of this Presidency becoming an exportmg cotton country to 
Britain, whatever may be its natural advantages of soil or climate. 

4. Mr. Wroughton does not appear to me to have looked at the question in thi! light. 
when proposn~g to Dr. Wight to Increase hiS purchasing pme 25 per cent. 

5. If the Government were to sanction Dr. Wight's proposal, whicb would necessarily 
diminish the cost of production bv 26 percent. anti upwards, a greater chbflce would exist ()f 
competing with America; aDd although the experiment would be accompaDled by snme 
sacrifice of revenue at fil"St, yet that sacrifice would be more than compensated, if it should. 
enable this country to command, in part, tbe British market. 

6. "The loss to the State of a portion of its land revenue, viz., 25 per cent. on 'land under 
cotton cultivation, would be cheaply purchased if it could permaneutly secure the large 
European market for the produce of 'ndia. For it must be borne in mind that thele are in 
all the cotton-growing districts large; racts of land, of fdir quality, Iymg waste i and a 
reductIOn o( 2.') per cent. on the rent. of the land under Aruerican cotton, an article which 
must be exported, and which could be grown only (or the foreign market, would have no 
tendency to interfere, unless perhaps tili a very short peliod, with the growth of ra w pro
duce upon other lands for the home market. The demand in the home market for raw 
produce would remain the same, and would not be affected by the foreign demand for the 
American cotton of India. The "ame extent of land would therefore still be needed for' 
raising the articles required for tht' home consumer, and the only results of lowerlO2 the 
rcnt or assessment on land under Amelican cotton would oe to bring a large breadth of 
land under the, plough without in any way lowerlll~ the prices of a!..'Tlcultural produce in 
the home market. A large rental 'would consequently be received by Government, and the 
gains of the body of the ryots at the same time be also increased. For even shuuld Ame
liean cotton require the better SOil now under the plough in lieu of the waste. stdl the home 
demand remaminO' the same, the waste would be taken ill to supply the more ordinary 
grains. as grain, {c. required for the home market. A portion of the SOIl ill Iodia "ould, 
in short, be appropl'lated for ralsmO' produce for the market of Great BrItain at a remu
nerating price to the ryot, whll~t he \:Ould have the home market to himself as exclusively 
as before. " 

7. I am of opinion, therefole, that Dr. Wight's proposal should be tried, especially a~ I 
think It plobable, considerinO' the small capital in the hands of the ryots, and their general 
disinclination to speculate ~ raisinO' new and llncertam products on laud bearing a heavy 
rent. that they will be more readily ~nduced ill the first instance to grl)W a good ~readth <?f 
American cotton hy the offer of a reduced rent on the land than by the promise that, It 

grown, 
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~ro\\n. a. higher price will be paid {ow it. Under a reduced rent there wdl be a dimhllshed 
risk, and if they succeed theIr gains may be very large; but jf their crop of Al}1erican 
cotton fail, which t1ley have attempted to raise on lands fully assessed by the inducement of 
enhanced prices, then the offer of, or the knowledge that a good price could have been got. 
can be ot DO avail; it cannot lessen their loss, 'and they will uaturally therefore not be 
wlllmg to run the chance of failure wIth the heavy 10<;8 whIch a full assessment may 
entail. 

8. But I would only authorise the reduction ,and' the experiment for a limited, thouO'h a 
1ib~lal term, and provided it clearly le:l, on an early day, to a very considerable exte~t of 
land being laid down with American cotton. , 

9 1 would also warn the Govemment, from my experience in such mattels, bot to trUlIt 
to the results of two or three years, nor to form any opinion till after some se3.8ons have 
passed. I think Dr. Wight's btatement that good marketable American cotton can be 
f!rowll here. and brought into the British market lower than American cOttoll, provided 
there should be a reduction of the land assessment, altogether undeserving of much atten
tion at present. It is, In fact, a mere opiniou, for whIch there do not now exist data upon 
"hich a practical farmer or merchant ,"ould rcly tor a moment; the fact bas not been tested 
by anything yet done. 

10. Dr. Wight's own expelimental farm, and the faIlure of his crops, have only demon
strateJ thIS, that American cotton cannot he grown at all with profit, and with the certamty 
of success, excepting in particuldr localities, which, have the advantages of the two mon
soons, as Outacamalcund, where Mr. Wroughton raised the cotton so approved in Enp;land. 
'fhese locahtics are probdbly limited, and they ~re exposed to tbe uncel tainty of the north
eabt monsoon. 

11. It is al!;o yet to be ascertained whether cotton of the quality approved, and which 
has hitherto been grown chiefly on virgm soils or selected spots, can be raised 'on the same 
land in sllccessive years without adopting the American practice of deep ploughing, trench
ing, and especially manuring;. If it cannot, and this large additIOnal expenbe must be 
eventually incurred, it must be a question soine few years hence whether the growers here 
can, under any circumstances, compete with the growers in AmerIca. 

12. The information called for b, the Government under date the 17th August 1847 fH)m 
all the officer" in the cotton-growing districts, may as!:oist us in fOl'ming a~ opmion on this 
point; Lut if not supplied by practical men, It must, I concehe, be v.ery defective. 

13. If it shall be fouud that the competition cannot be ~aibtained from natmal advan
tages of SOIl and climate, and the cbeap labour of-India, but only by the Govemment gIving 
up its revenue on land under American coUon cultIvation, whilst the same land miO"ht be 
profitably applied by the ryots to other products, and yield the usual amount of reve~ue to 
the Stat{', it is plain that it will not be for the interests of the State that any extent of 
land should at any lime be brought under American cotton cultivatIOn; ancl J would not, 
a's sel:ms to be the case, assume the {act that India can profitably compete with America 
in the cotton mal'ket. 
, 14. The consideration I have, gIven to this subject, and my personal ob!.ervation and 
inqllirie!l, have led me to thmk, that the sooner the Government rehnqlllshes all experimental 
farms, and its official agency for the purpose of raislDg cotton and othe\' raw produce, the 
bettrr. I do not think that any adequate tlial can be made, nor anything done from whIch 
a fau' concluslOll can be drawn, as to the capabihty of the country, untIl private capital and 
prIvate enterprIse are embat ked in the experIment; and thIS will not, I tear, be so long as 
Government occupies Itself WIth experiments m the mode at pre!.ent adopted. 

15. One-half of the sum" now expended, If offered as a bonus to private enterprise, in the 
form perhaps of bounties of advances on favourable terms, in erecting /!ins or other machinery 
for public use, or in granb of lands to illdi,iduuls with capital fiee of relit for a term, or in 
any other mOle advisable mode, would, ! should suppose, have brought the question to issue 
t!fe thIS. 
• 16, Nor d,., I think it evu can be settled by the present system of a Government farm 
superintended by men not praclicallyagrlcuituflst<;, and unable therefore to direct the labour 
of those undel' them ;-uslOg Govemment capital and commissariat cattle-of a size and 
power which the cultivator cannot command at any price ;-and who bave 110 direct iotelest 
in the success of the experiment, nor in hmiting the expenses. The sooner therefore the 
present system is abandoned, and prtvate adventure and effurt encouraged ia substitutioR of 
It, the better, in my judgment. 

Jl~ 
Madras. 

~ 7. 1 do not include the employment oi Mr, Finnie in these remarks, as I think it of 
advantage that Government should be able to ('omruand the advice and services of a person 
who practically knows the naturp. and \\ants of the Amel ican plant, and of the cotton plant 
in gener,,\. And 'I am of opinion tbat. had Mr. Morris lived, and been aUowed to carry See letters from 
out his plaus unfettered. a great improvement might have been looked for in the colton of ~~lcollect~r Dr 
the country. I think too little attention has yet been paid to thi:;, and that it. deserves W' ~y ;nt d !' 
consideratIOn whether. Instead of attempting to force on the ryots the cultivation of the D I~e~be~ ~84-: 
American cotton, efforts should not be directed to the improvement or the indi~nous8rticle. and 11 Dec 18,4 
ThIS should not, at aU events, I think, be overlooked in the enc~urilgement which should • 
be held Ollt to prIvate enterprises, and to European skill and capital, for the production of a 
superIor lind marketable cotton for the BrItish market. 

- (signed) TWfeddale. 

2g6-Sess. 2. X2 
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MINUTE. 

1. I AM of opinion that Dr. 'Yight's proposition to grant a Idrge remission of asge~sment 
on lands cropped with American cotton should be submitted to the Board of Revenue for 
their consideration and report, with l-eference to the result of former experiments of a similar 
kind, and to the orders'" of the Honourable Court, directrng that .. the assessment should 
invariably be regulated by the productive power of the ~i1. lind without reference to the 
species of produce which the owner may ('onsider it most advantageous to cultivate." ' 

It appeal's to me from the Honourable Court's Despatch t of the 14th July, No. 16 of 
1847, p. 8, that they look to' a SUIe sale of the produce, rathel' than to a rellll~sion of the 
assessment, as the means most likely to induce the ryots to improve their modes of culti
vating cotton, and to use a better description of seed. 

Guindy, 8 September 1847. (si;!.ned) 11. 'Cllamier. 
\ 

MINUTE. 

IF any faith is to be placed on the correctness of the &tatement of the co~t at which cotton 
is usually grown in the, COlmbato~e di~trict, which was. submitted by Dr. Wight, in hi. 
letter of the 4th of August 1847, It )s qUIte cJcal' that nothmg but a leduction of the as~es"
ment on the land, or an increase III the selling price in the bazaar, can I'emunerate the ryot 
for the expense he has incurl'ed, and the labour he has be'>towed in the cultivation of It. 

I thmk It 'may be fairly assumed lhat Dr. Wight must have rather over-rated the expense" 
incufl'ed by the ryots in I aisin~ a Cl'Op }>f cott~n, since it can bcarcely be credited that he 
would enter on such a speculatIOn, certam that It must at last entail on him H loss. 

Admitting then that the ca-e is re,dlv a shade better than it has been represented to be, 
still it i .. clear that unles~ some mOl'e p~welful inducement than now exists be held out to 
ryots, they will not employ theil' time and capital an the cultivation of ('otton. 

I doubt whether a reduction of25 pel" cent. even on the a~sessment would induce ryots to 
bring much of fhelr land under the cultivation of American cotton, bpcause I believe that in 
ordinary cases wa;,te land would not be found sufficiently near to their hoIdin'" of rich black 
soil to IIlduce them to cllange their usual cOUl'se of cultivation, and to rea; the ordinary 
products for the home market on land then newly to be t>lOught under cultivation. 

'fhe experiment can however be tried. 
In the l'emarks of the Most Noble the President on the present experimental farm I quite 

agree, A f.!;reat deal of money appears to me to be expended upon It, which can tend to no 
useful result; I think that it should be aboli~hed, and practical men, such as Mr. Finnie, 
employed to diffuse instruction among the ryots. 

13 September 1847. (~igned) II. Dickinson. 

From Surgeon R. lflight, Superintendent Cotton Fal'ms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
Muntgomery, Bart., Secretary to Government, FOl't 8t. George. 

Sir, . 
1 HAVE the" honour to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Consultation, No. 862, under 

date 31st July 1847, giving cover to Extract Minutes of Con sllltati 011, No. 64G, under date 
28th May 1847, calling for information, 'r~garding: Flr"t-, the prime cost of cotton; Second; 
the propol-tion which the land-tax bears to the whole cost; Third, the profits of middle-men; 
Fourth, the charges of conveyan('e to the port of shipment; 1I.n1 Fifth. the e'>timated damage 
in tramlt, all reduced to the .standard of lib., and stated in English money. ' 

This last I have found quite impossible; our smallest denominations or English coin bein~ 
much too lal'ge, unless reduced tl). decimal fractions, and would then require two, tlm'e or 
four places of figures. To avoid that ,difficulty ,I have adopted llS t1le baSIS of the followlDg 
statements and calculations the Indian candy of 500 Ibs., a mode of dealing with the matter 
rendered still further necessary by the loose way natives keep their accounts, if suc~ illd.eed. 
it can be called, where mObt of their transactions are ready money ones, and nO account 
kept. 

The 

* "The mode Ildopted in Chingleput, for assessing lands appropriated to the cultivation of luperior 
products does not distmctly appear from this corresponden('P.. It is our WIsh thllt the assessment 
should invarIably be regulated by the productive power of the sod, and without reference to ,the 
specIes of produce which the ovyner may consider it most advantageous to cultivate. If a contrary 
practice be found to exist eIther in Chingleput or elsewhere, it should be immediately discontinued"" 
Court's HevenllC Despatch, 17th August 1838, No. 12, p. 42. • • 

t .. The principal dIfficulty whIch he (Mr. FinDie) appears to have had to encounter in the tirst 
instance, in inducing the fyots to improve their modes of cultin,tion, and to use a better descflvtion 
of seed, was in the apprehenSIOn which they expressed, that they should be unable to tind a marke' 
for their prodt.ce. ,Mr. Finnie will be, in a great measure. enabled to remove this apprehension 
under the authority now gIven to him to purchase cotton, and the real price at ~hich good cotton 
Clan be procured in the dIstricts will be more satIsfactorily .ascertained by means of purchases miide 
on pnvate account than of purchases on account of G)vernment. 1\lr. Finnie him84!lf states, that 88 

soon as it was believed in the district that he was authorised to make purchases of cotton on IIoCconnt 
of Governm~nt, an increased price was immedi~tely, demanded." Court's Despatch, Revenue 
Department, l4th July 18(7, No. 16, p. 8. 
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, The following statements of prime CO&t were obtained from several sources, and, judging 
from our recorded experience with which they have been compared, may be looked upon as 
close approximations .to the truth: . . .• . 

My mformants diVIde all land mto descriptIOns of SOIl; VIZ. the black cotton grocnd, and 
red 01' kursellands. The first, they say, is the more expensive' in all respects, but is still the 
.more profitable, first, by the returns ~eing m~re e~rtain and larger; and, second, by the c:>tton 
being of a quality that commands hIgher prices In the markt;t •. 

I IIhalJ, therefore, confine my statements to the first, as glVlDg the most favourable vie.v 
-of the case, so far as the ryotll are concerned. ' . 

The standard for land 1s the Indian buHah. or vuUum ; both words seem m current use; a 
,bullah is equal to about three cauwies, or reduced to English land measure, is stated to be 
au acres. 

The tax on one bullah of black cotton ground is 6 rupees; six ploughings are required to 
prepare the ground and cover the seed, the aggregate amount ofw,hich is about 10~ rupees; 
that is the tJrst three plouo hings when the ground IS hard and difficult to wOlk IS charged 
Rs.2. 8. each:, the next two Rs.l. 4.; and the last, which is mt!rely covering; the seed, 
8 annas; total ploughmg. Rs.10. 8. 

The ground il' twice hoed the COtlt variously stated at from 1 rupee to 1 rupee 4 annas each 
time. I ,assume the lower ~tatement (though I tllink it too low), because I think tbey 
mannge the ploughing a little cheaper than here stated; hoeing 2 rupe~s. seed 8 annas, 
picking the crop lls.2. 8. The ryots. from whom '1 ha~ the abo.ve particulars, st~te that 
the picking is paid in kind; one-~ig~t~ of the crop b.emg the pickers' share, w~lch, by 
estimate, should yield 3 rupees. fhls IS- clearly too high; I have, therefore, set It down 
at lls.2~, the ~ame as on our farmll, where we pay one a!lna per maund of 2Slbs., equal 
to one I'uflee foul' annas per candy. III return for these various Items of cost, the ryots state 
that they have a fait' crop when the return amounts to four loads or !,lIddl~s of 10 ~aun?s 
(2l>olbs.) each, or twu candies uf seed cotton per bullah of 'ground. ,ThiS ret~rn IS qUJle 
In accordance with our experience. It may. and under 1avourable circumsta~ces, no 
doubt often exct'eds that quantity, out much oftener It fdUS below. That quantity may, 
tbf'l'e,rQle, be assumed as a fair average. 

The charg:es and returns then are~ 
~ ., 

Land tax -
Ploughing 
Hoeing . 
Seed 
Picking • 

,-

,. '. 

Rs. a. p. 

- 6 - -' 
• 10 8 
- 2 

8 
- 2 8 

TOTAL - - - Rs.21 8 -

Amount of crop four puddies, or two candie'3. 
These statements refer to blark soil. The tax on cursel lands is ll)wer, the agricultural 

charges a 'Shade less, but the quantity as well as quality of the crop decidedly inferior; sO 
that they are no gainers by growing cotton on cheap lands. " 

'Ihe purthee or seed cotton is cUI'lently sold on the field at from Rs.4. 12. to Rs. 5. 8. to 
petty mel'challts, who fore!'tal the market by, e;oing and makmg advances in anticipation of 
the",cI:op. If the ~yot, in pll\c~ of sellin~ it by. anticipation, prcks and stores it ulltil called 
for, or until the puces have attaaned theIr .maxlmurD for the season, he may then get from 
Rs.5. 12,'to Rs.6. per puddy; Rs.5. 4. IS, however, considered the nearest approach to 
an average, giving 21 rupees as Ihe average value of the whole crop; that is, he loses half 
a rupee 011 e\'ery bullah. This statement, startling as it may appear, I yet suspect" is even 
too favourable to the ,I'yot, the return from a field of cotton bcing oftener loss than gam. 

The &tatement havlOg been completed, I asked,"with affected surprise, what induced them 
to cultivate a ,crop which, even in good seasons, gave no profit, and in bad ones was sure 
to cause loss. 

The reply.wn.s not very precise; hut aft~r a good. deal of cross-questioning, it came out 
that though In Itself cotton gave 110 profit, yet that It was a money crop which enahled them 
to raise funds to pay for their other lands, in place of havin" to morto-aO'e their COlD to th~ 

l""t :::lI 0 • 

monagars and curnums (m case they had not money to pay the tax when demanded), wblch 
was always attended with heavy loss; that it afforded employment for their own fdmalies to 
cultivate the land, and that, by being an eal'ly crop,. they were enabled, in favourable 
seasons, to get a SE'cond Cl'op <If corn oft: the land, fOI' which the cotton had already paid the 
tax. The formel' of these considerations, its being a money cmp. made it necessary to grow 
cotton, but that, as it WIIS an uncertam ClOp, fluctuatinG" ill Its value, the profits obtaanabl~ 
1I11 mduect and the I i"k considerable. they would rathe~ not cultivate it in the present state 
of the mallet, if there was a:'yother on which they could place equal dependence for 
J'aising ruoney to pay their khist. Fl'Om this view of the I!ase, it would appear that the ryot 
attaches the smalJest value of any of his crops to cotton, and would .. ather not cultivate It if 
he could do without. 

Ever since I. came to Coimbatore, up to the present year, the average bazar price has 
been under 6 rupees, varying flOm 5k rupees to at lupees per load of 10 maunlls, at the 
co~mencement of the-season, and rising to from 6 rupees to 61 rupees towards the close. 
T~ls las~ sea!!on, owing to -the extensive failure of the crop, it has exceeded 7 J'upecs, but 
stIll 1 thlllk 6 rupees may be takell as a fail' avel'age for the last five -years. _ 

From this sum is to be -deducted the cost of brinO'ing the cotton from the field to the 
godown. and the interest of capital between the pu~chase and sale of the article. The 
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first of theRe two items may perhaps be taken at 4 ann as the IQad, or 2 rupees on the 
candy of clean cotton. four <:andies, or eight loads of seed cotton b~ing required to produce 
one candy of c1l!an. Then eight loads on the field, at R,. 5. 4. = 42 rupees, cost of carria"'e 
to market, R,.2 = 44 rupees. Market price, at CI rupees per load, 8 x 6 = 48 rupee~ • 
merchant's profit, if sold with ;;eed, 4 rupees, or 9 per cent. ,. 

If, however, he separates the seed and sells it an4 the cotton separately, the case is con
siderably altered. The charge for chUi kamg four candies of seed cotton, yleldin~ one candy 
of clean, is 7 ru pees; the value of the seed, at fi ve maunds for a rupee, IS 12 rupees; then 
12 -7 = 5; \Vluch, being deducted from 44, leaves 39 rupees. as the cost of the candy of 
clean "otton, the average market price of wblch is 46 rupees, thereby raising the profit from 9 
to 1;';1 per cent. But that is not all profit, as several months mUilt elapse bel,.ween the purchue 
and payment for his seed cotton and the sale of his cotton wool, durmg \\'hich time he " 
losing interef;t on the capital invested; native interest bein; high and their transactions 
chlatbry, I shall allow 1 rupee per candy (10 that account, thereby reducing his prnfit from 
Jal to 111 per cent. III tile constructIOn, however, of the concluding table, I have unaVOid
ably left uut that item, and clcdited the first purchaser 15 per cent. on bis bar.rain, that 
bemg the dIfference between ,hIS b~ying and selling prices, thereby raising the Price from 
39 to 4;;. rupees, the usua.l sellmg prIce. 

It must not, however, be supposed that the expOiting merchant purchases his cotton on 
these terms, as he has to deal through the medium of an agent or secund middleman, whose 
commission raises the price to him at least 5 per cent. more, so that he has to pay 20, if not 
even 25 per cenr. on the first cost, raising the price to about 47 rupees; thus 39 + 20 per 
cent. (Rs. 7 12. 9,) Rs. 46. 12.9, is no uncomwQI1 price, I believe, for the Madras mel chant 
to pay fur good cotton in the provincial markets of Coimba.tOle a.nd Tmnevelly. Inferior 
qualltles currently fetch from 44 to 45 rupees, on which comllllssion must be added, making 
them up 10 nearly the above figures. 

Assuming that these statements, so far as they go, are approximations to the truth, the 
price of a candy of cburka-cleaned cotton In Coimbatore may be set down at 4& rupees. 
Bag~ing. for transmiSSIon to the coast,8 rupees; bandy hire to Madras, 8. rupees (tbls i" 
a fluctuating charge, often higher, seldom lower); total, Rs. 56. 8. j or, reduced to English 
currency, at 2s. to the I'upee, 0/. 13s., about 2Ud. per.pound. 

These are the elementil from which the followmg table'ls constructed. 
-Should thiS table be compared with that furnished flOm the gin-house. copy of which I 

append, a considerable I:liscrep:mcy will be apparent; which is explained by the fart that in 
all the preceding calculations I have alJowed 25 per cent. of cotton to seed, whereas the gms, 
even WJth the best cotton, rarely average over 21i per cent" a difference amply compensated 
for by the cheaper rate at which' we separate the wool (5 rupees per candy), and by the 
freedom ot gmned cotton from impurities, which must be removed before spinnmg, and, 
under the comparatively rude operatioll ot' the thrasher, amounts to 3 per cent. on every 
clean-Iookmg chnrkaed cotton, being eqUIvalent to three bale .. on evel'y hundled of mere 
waste; but still incurring all the chalges (about 19 rupees per bale) in transport to the 
malket of cQnsumption of the best cotton. ExclUSive of that savlOg, ginned native cotton 
returns, on an average, 6 per cent. higher prices in the English mark.et than churkaed." 

TABU showmg the Cost of Production of One Candy (500 lbs.) of cotton in the Coimbatore 
DIstrict, the Proportion whIch the Land-Tax bears to the Agricultural Charges and to the 
w hole Produce, the Profit of tbe Local Merchant purchasing it as Seed" from the Ryot, the Cost 
of Clean Cotton delivered at Madr/l.S, the Port of Export, and lastly, the PlIce per lb. in 
English Currency. 
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R.. lla. R'_I &. R •• lla.. R.. 

12 31 42 1 38!, 21:1! 2 

I 
Coimbatore, 

24 August 1847. 

• Charges on three candlEls, or 1,{)OO lbs. of cotton: 

Bamhes to Madras 
Bags -
BallDg 
EmbarklDg -
FreIght 

I I , :', R.. I d R •• R.. & a., 

48 I 4~ 3 4' 561 j 2U 
I 
I I , 

I 
. 

(signed) Root Waglit~ Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

RI. a. p. - 25 8 
9 8 - 12 8 
2 8 

45 

,TOTAL - - &.94 8 
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The Supermtendent Cotton Farms in account with Mr. Petrie, Acting Agent for the Purcbase of Native Cotton for 
ConsIgDlllent to England, a8 per Court of Dtrectors' Despatch, communicated in the Extract Minutes of Consultation, 
No. 154, under date 3 February 1846. 

Dr. , 
1846. 

, 
Lbs. Oopum seed cotton at Rs. a. B..a. p. p. 

o June .. 

I 

1846 : 

.:10 June .' 

To purchased .. .. .. .. 1,578i Rs. 5. i2. per 260 lbs. 34 14 -
Ditto .. - .. .. .. 1,7546 

I 
&.5.14. - ditto • 30 10 1 

Ditto 
. 

11,0701 Rs.5.15. ditto .. 252 12 9 .. .. .. .. .. -
Ditto .. .. .. .. .. 26,4301 ;Rs.6 .. .. ditto .. 60914 9 

Ditto - .. .. - .. 3,070 &.6.2. .. ditto - 72 Ii 1 

Ditto: - .. .. .. .. 2,188 
I 

RI.6.3. .. ditto .. 52 1 2 

Ditto .. .. .. .. . 8,550 j &.6.8. .. ditto .. 213 12 9 

1-- 1,276 

54~642 

Deduct,- !bs. 
Tare at 1 per cent. .. .. 546 

Bad locks picked out previous 
to ginning .. .. .. 159 , 

Dirt extracted by the thrasher 233 
-- 938 

--
Quantity ginned.. .. .. .. 

cotton wool, or 23-/11 candies. 
53,704 I yielding 21.5. per cent. of 

Paid for 50 coolies picking out bad balls, at 1 anna each .. .. .. .. 3 2 ... 
Paid for ginning 23 candies of Oopum cott~nJ at 5 rupe es per cand y .. .. 115 - -
Paid {or 38 bale· cloths, 38 ropes, and pressing 38 bales, at R,. 1. 8. per bale - 57 - -

175 
I 

Rs. J,450 

The weight of seed cotton to be accounted for is .. Lhs.53,704. 

Sold 1,579 maunds and 13 Ibs. of seed at 26llbs. per maund .. 
Cotton wool produced 23 br candies, or 

• False and emaIl seeds that pass through the gin.bars 
Sold 1 maund of inferior cotton, only fit for bedding 
Lint·room sweepings .. 

• This is given to the cattle, being unsaleable. 

Cr. 

.1 

By amount received from the Superintendent cotton farms 
By amollnt realised 1!y sale of Oopum cotton seed, 1,3371 

maunds, at a maunds per rupee .. - .. - .. 
By amount realised by the sale of Oopum cotton seed, 242 

maunds, at '11 per rupee.. - .. .. .. .. .. 
By amount realised by the sale of 1 maund of inferior cotton, 

at 12 annas per maund 

L!Js. 41,448i 
.. 11,550 

605 

~ 26} 

13t 

Lbs.53,704 

The cost of 23-fu eandies of cott-Oll wool pressed in half-screwed bales, and inclusive of gunny and ropes, 
is Rs.1,125. 6. 7. or Rs.48. 11. 3. per candy. 

JIDIUM Petrie, 

6 7 

2 --
8 7 

(signed) 
Aeting Agent. 
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To ~he Chief Secretary to Govelfiment, Fort St. George. , , 
Sir, 26 October 184 ~. 

I HAVE the honour, by desire oftbe Ccmmittee of tilt! Chamber of Commerce, to' acknow
ledue the rl'ceipt of your communication of the 17th ultimo, beina' extract from Minutes of 
Co~sllltation of the Most Noble .th,: Gove~or in C~uncil, under that d.ate, requestinO" from 
the Chamber of Commerce certam mformatlon relatmg to the local price, charges of ship
ment, and cost laid down in London, of TlDneveIIy and 'Velltern cotton during the last three 
years. . . '. 

In accordance therewith, I have much pleasure ID forwardmg to you, for the mformation 
or the Most Noble the Governor in Council, a tabular stdement, showing, as well as can 
be done in this form, the particular details refell ed to in your commuuication, givina' the 
price paid to the sellers, the charges incllrJ"ed in India. for comJ!le~ing the ship~ent, 
bemg lit the rate of lU:s. 13. 4. per candy, together 'wlth- commiSSIOn at' 5 per cent. 

, tbe cArrent exchange at which the cost could have been dlawD for by bill at six months siaht 
at the dates stated, the current freight at the same periods, the cost of insurance, the 
London charges Incuired previous to and in effecting a-sale, and finally, the cost to the 
sbipper 01 the·articles laid down in England, per candy and per lb. 

The 1st July of each year has been taken, ali thiS is the period when cotton comes to 
market in greatest abundance, and when the ~reatest quantity IS shipped. 

With reference to Tinnevelly cotton, I way add that thE' price has been taken as deliver
able at Tutacorin, whence the greater part of the crop is now exported without beina' brought 
to Madras. 'fhe cost of transit to Madras in loose bags adds from three to four r~pees per 
candy to the price. This explains the difference of 10 8. per ton freight, as chargeable upon 
Tinnevelly and Westero cotton. It is generally necessary to pay at least so much extra 
freight for tonnage from Tutacorin over what is current from Madras. 

(signed) J. Tho1ll.8on, 
Member of Committee, 

Madras, 25 September 1847. For the ChaIrman. 

TABULAR STATEMENT, shOWing the COST and CHARGES on Shipment of COTTON from the Madras Presidency to 
~gland, during the Years 1845, 1846, and 1841. ' 

Total Coot Madras Joaurance London Price Charges, Freaght,. on Cos, Charg .. , t .. d down in 
per Candy F.x- London 

DATE. of mcludlDg chauge. 41 Bal .. to the WIthout including 
Comml8S1on, CommluloD f 

A 

500 lbs. Ton of 300 lb. net. . " 5 % 

Prelht,at 
2 0/0' at 7 °/. per CaDdy. per til. ------------ -

Rs. a. R •• a. ". R,. a. ~. f. d. £ ..•. d. £. a. d. £ ... d. £ .•. d. £ .•. d. £.. .. d. 

TINNEVELLY COnON FROM 'TUTICORIN'; -
Illy 1845. 53 4 8 8 - 61" 12 - l"U '5 18 4 {41. lis. per ton, } 111 6 - 2 8 712 6 - 10 8 8 3 2 or per candy -. , 
u1y 1846- 50 - 8 5 4 58 5 4 2' It 6 2 9 {'''" 10 t. per ton, } I 13 4 -, 2 9 7 18 9 -11 - 8 9 10 

or per eandy -. -. " 

Illy 1847- 56 8 S"10 6 65 2 6 2 -l 6 13 - (61.10. perton.} 2 
lor per candy -

8 2 - 3 - 9 4 2 - 12 - 9 16 2 

WESTERN CO'ITON FROM MADRAS; 

uly 1845- 38 - 7 11 9 4511 9 1 11 4 7 7 {31. 15,. per ton,} 
or per candy - I 7 9 - 2 - 517 4 - 7 10 6 I; 2 . , 

u1y 1846- 40 - 7 13 4 47 13 4 2 11 5 - 8 {41. per ton, or} 1 
per candy -

9 7 - 2 3 612 6 - a 1 7 1 7 

uly 1847· 43 7 15 9 50 15 9 2 -l 5 4 1 {61. per ton, or} 2 4 I) - 2 4 7 10 10 - 9 4 8 -, 2 - per candy -. ' . . 
, , 

A candy = 500 Ibs.. 

l\ladras, 25 September 1857. 
(A true copy.) 

R. Clarke" 
Depoty Secretary to GovernmeDt. 

From Surgeon R. 'Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir 
H. C. l11oTltgomery, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort 81. George. 

Sir .' 26 October 1847. 
IN J~ly last. two of the American cotton planters who bad returned to England from this 

country were requested by the Commercial Association of Manchester to be present at a 
meetmu of that body, for the purpose of communicating oral iuformatlon" regar?ing t?e 

~ ddficultleS 

C. 
, 

3HV 

4& 

4H~ 

3 

3{n· 
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.difficulties appertaining ~o cot.ton culture and trade in India. A report of the proceedings 
of that meetmg wa~ pubhshed 1n the Manchester newspapers of the 17th .T uly, copies of two 
of which have obligmgly been sent'to me, I believe by one of the members present on the 
occasion, but who ba .. not given h;s name. 

2. From these reports· I learn that Mr. Mercer, one of the returned planters, and, as I 
have heard, by far the ablest and most practical man of the party, has given it as his 
()pinion "that the introduction of the exotic cotton of New Orleans must be limited, in con
'sequence of it" growing only In peculiar climates;" Dharwar and COImbafore being men
tioned as suitable localitiell, on account of the mildness of their respective climates, while 
Bawanie (as being too hot 1) i" specifically mentioned as one where it would 110t grow in 
the open country. 

3. On first reading these statements, viewing theIr. as mere hypothetical deductions 
based on imperfect. acqualDtance with the chmate of the countrIes of which he spoke, I 
attached no Importance to fht'm, and never contemplated bringing the subject under the 
notIce of Government. A letter from Dr. Royle, however, received by the last mall, re
questmg me" to inquire whether some favourable localitIes f;)r Amencan cotton might not 
be found alon~ the coast, from Vlzagapatam to Cuttack," has placed the matter before me 
in a new and much more important hght, by shuwing that eveu he, WIth all his knowled2:e 
of India, had been led to adopt Mr. Mercer's vlews--views whIch I conSIder decidedly 
erroneous. Mr. FlOnie, with better opportunities of becoming acqualDted WIth tbe climate 

• of the Peninsula than either of these gentlemen, is also, I find, of the same wav of thinking, 
a'l he tellli me, in replying to a note in which I had informed him that I had sent large sup
plies of seed to a cultIvator at Aroopoocotta. who Wb about to 'fmbark in the cultivation of 
American cotton on a large scale, that" he behevei he might almost undertake to eat all the 
cotton that WIll be produced;" showing clearly that he conslden; the attempt no better than 
waste of labour alld capital in that hne of country, and that there his serVices, as a planter, 
can be of no avail. 

4. In a letter which I addressed to Mr. Turner, of Manchec;ter, in reply to an anonymous 
one,t received from the gentleman wh;) had kindly sent me the newspapers, I took occasion 
to disc;ent from Mr. Mercer's views, and 10 point OUI that I[ \\as not mlldness of chmate, as 
regards temperature, that we required for the successful cultivation of the American cotton 
plant, but sufficiem humidity dUI·jng the growlDg season. 1 hIS, if sufficient to bring the 
plant to a medium state of perfection, will, I consider, always ensure as satisfactory crops as 
those obtained in Dharwar, howe vel' hot the weather may be tluling the pickw!!= (lr harvest 
seasoll. 1 bave also given publiCIty to the same opinion through the medIUm of Ihe proceed
ings ot'tbe Agricultural Society of India.t 

a. Standing thus alune in my opinions, and conSIdering that, unless I can establish their 
correctness by showing that at least equally large .crops can be obtained on both coasts, if 
not IIldeed generally ovel' the Carnatlc and CHcars, with th'Ose found remunelating in Dhar
war, the value of the costly experiment btill in progless is c0ll1p81'atively small, or at all 
events is materially le;;sened; I have felt It my duty to submIt the whole subject for the 
consideratj"n of the Most Noble the Governor ID Council, and at the same time offer1 suffi
cient aid being given, to verify my vIews by actual experIence, even though it will lead to 
my detentIon ID ~India for at least a year longel' than It was my intentIOn or wish to have 
rt'maiued. 

6. To effect this, undel' existing circumstances most important desider'dlum, two farms 
ale wanted, one on each coast. These need not be on an expensive scale; but for their 
managemf'nt I sha1I require two additional assistants, and as they must unavoidably have 
the command <(If the funds wanted for current expenses, they will require to be Europeans, 
respectably connected, in whom every confidence can be reposed. They might be engaged 
011 salalies of 100 rupees monthly in the first instance; hut With the understand lUg that it 
was to be raised to 11>0 rupees flOm the time they entered on detached duties, and had to 
conduct distmct and responsible charges. Should this plan be adopted it will become 
necE'ssary fo raise Mr. Cuxton's salary to an equal amount, as I could III spare his services 
in the gill-hou .. e, now a very important branch of the eSlablishment, with Ihe details of whIch, 
especially the valuation of cutton offered for purchase, he has become familiar, and to 
detain hIm there on.a smaller salary than his jUDIors in the department were receiving would 
scarcely be fair towll!ds bim, a zealous servant, and might lead to my losing his services 
altogether. 

7. To Mr. Sherman, should the proposed extension be adopted, I must unavoidably en
tm"t the manaO'ement of the Coromandel falm, as bemg in e.ery respect competent, with but 
little aid from ~e, so to conduct its duties as,in the shortest possible period to set the ques
tion for which it is established, at rest; he being. moreover, a most trustw"rthy man. Its 
distance from Coimbatore and the consequent impossibility of my visiting it oftener than 

once 

• One ofwhlch accompanies. 
t Extracts of both are appended. 
t See Calcutta Star, 14th, and Madrlls Spectat~r newspapers, 27th September 1847. 
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once or twice a year, ad~ed to the importance of the objec! to be attained, are my reasons 
for selectlD~ my best assIstant for that duty. Nor can 1 fail tel avail myself of the present 

'opportunity of bringing Mr. Sherman's services .to tltl favourable notice of Government. 
WIth a view to sollcitmg for him an augmentation to his salary. He has DOW been on these 
farms for six years; is thoroughly convel'sant with all their details; and. as a cultivator IS to 
the fnIl as competent as any of the Americans, while his salary:s only 150 rnpees th~uO'b 
owin ... to having the supervision of three farms, '!'opmpollium, Kenathkovadoo a~d Pal~t= 
chee,"'(the 1irst and last nearly 20 miles apart,) he requires to keep a conveyan~e and incur 
extra expl'nse in travellmg from one to the other. Whether or not the new farms are 
adopted, I would stilI urgently but most respectfully solicit an increase of 50 repees monthly 
to his salary, as I cannot but feel that for 1he duties he has now to perform be is really 
underpaid. 

S. As!.uming that t~e addltion!ll farms will be sanctioned, the plan I· propose pursuin ... is 
to enrl!avour as 6~eedzly as posslb1e to engage two a~slstants. to be put m trsining u;Jer 
MI. Sherman, unttl the seasons anne for gtvlOg them Independent ('harpes. The Coimba
tore farms ~ilI rem ail! under Mr.Sherm,an's ~h,rectil?n. w~th the exception of probably two 
months, until the BOwlDg of our next year scrop IS fimshedlnAugust. In the interval. about 
March or April, he will require to proceed to the coast to select SUitable lands and arranO'e 
about obtaining hired labour, &c., so as to have ever,Ythiog in readiness to bel?,in work in 
September, as soon as the state of the season will permit agricultural operations to be 
commenced. 

9. While on this subject, I ~ball, with the view to avoiding the necessity of future recur
rence to the same topic, solicit the allention of his Lordship ID Council to the position of 
five East Indians who have now been employed on the limns since 1843. They were in 
the first instance sent here as applentlces of the Philanthropic A$soclation, and were. with 
the e:\ception of five rupees monthly granted at my rrquest, (see last paragraph I.f my letter 
dated 10th NOI'ember 1843,) entirely mamtained by the Association upwards (If twu years; 
latterly their connexion With the SocIety ceased, and their services bring required on the 
farms, tIley have been rt'tained on more liberal allowance, but still verv luw for youn'" men 
of theIr attainments and now well ascertained .steady mdustrious habitS. .., 

10. One considerably in advance of his fellows was last year p1aced in a more responsible 
situation, and had hIS salary raised to 25 rupees. This I do 110t propose altermg, but I 
should certainly like to be permItted to raise those of the others to 20 rupees each. 

11. I would further take the libert~ ofreqllestiug that [ may be permitted to employ, at 
favourable opportunities offer, four or five more lads of the same class, on salaries varymg 
from 10 to 15 rupees, Qecording to their qualifications, or in other words, authorising my 
enQ'8.ging them in the firsL instance at 10, and increasing their pay by .. tages as [ may fee 
tit i:>up to the maximum of 15 rupees. As overseers, I have found them more trustwcII1by 
and mtelJi;!ent than natives, with the advantage of being always available for duty wheleso, 
ever require~ which natives are not beyond Iheir own talooks. 

12. In askin~ this addition to the estahlishment. I have a double object in "jew, first, 
the extension of our farms, so as if possible to Curnish 1,000 bales of New Orleans cotton 
from them next season, and, secondly, for the purpose of making these farms a nursery, if I 
may so ~ay, for the baining 01 oversee;s for the supply of whomsoever may require their 
services 111 any part of the c(luntry. 

Coimbatore, 26 Octobel· 1847. 
(signed) Robert Wig/tt, Surgeon. 

, ,Superintendent Cotton Farm,,_ 

EX'l'RA.CT of an Anonymous Letter to Dr. R. -wight. 

THE party who e~closes the accompanyin~ newspap,ers, wou~ solicit ~tle attention of Dr. 
Wio-ht to the {oUOWInO' rema.rks cn the attempts to lIltroduce mto India the culture of the 

". 0 

Mexican (lOtton plant. 
In all the attempts which have been made, the plaut ollght to have bP.en treated naturally; 

and there are thrt'e POint!;; especially in the culture of, this 'plant, in wb!ch llat~le ought to 
have been fonowed. The first of these is the elevation; the second 19 the tIme of SO\\-

ing; and the third is the soil. • 

1. With r~spect t4 tke Elevali')1I..-The plant should have been cultivated ou land nearly 
on a level with the sea, for such is its DalUl'allocality. So that Dr. WIght's announcement 
of the intended trial of tbe experiment In TinneveUy is a very satisfactory 4ne. 

2. As Tl'.fJards the Time of Sowing.-It ~ho~ld hav,: been at the com.m«:ncemcnt of ~he 
rains; this is the natural ttme of the genmnatToft of Its seed. Upon thIS Im~tant pomt. 
Dr. Wlght is clearly wron~. He keeps the seed out .of the groun~ ~rom the mIddle of M~y 
fo the mIddle of July, and alleges as a J'eason fur thIS great deVIatIon from. nature, t~at If 
he did not do 80, the north-east raiDS in October would destroy the earlier part al the 

• 'I< '1<' • • 'I< • • croP. 
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3. As respects tlte Soil.-It should ~ave ~ee!1 l'o\vn in soil of a light de.scription; thj~ is 
its natural soil, as Its long ~ap-root ~Iam}y mdlcatea. The black cotton sad of India, which: 
is sO difficult to work, is eVldentlv not sUitable to the nature of a deep tap-rooted plant. Dr. 
Buchanan describes tills soil a5 .. a black mould containing much clay."-(Mysore Jourm'y, 
vol. 3 p. 3l9.) Dr. Keyne calls it II a black stiff mud"; "a stiff black soil, which, ",hen dry, 
is lo'bard that no root can make its way thlough it."-(TractS". pp. 276.232.) Dr. KeYlie 
also .. tales that few pl,mts are natural to it, and few trees Will thrive on It; but that " it would 
be endless or impossible .to enume~ate the. nat?ral productions!>f the loamy and other loils, 
as they cClmprise, accol dmg to their pecubantJes, all the botaDlcal productIOns of the coun
try."-('1'racts, p. 310.) Dr. Wight, however, seems to think, that the black soil will produce 
the best stapled New Or!eans c~tton; but ~he wretched staple o~ ~1r. Mercer's dwarfed 
plants which grow on thiS SOIl, IS not at all 10 favour of such an opmJOn. 

The' writer of these remarks p.ntel tains a confident hope ahat Dr. Wight, in his tleatment 
of the Mexican cotton plant, will yet follow nature in all the three particulars of elevation,. 
time of sowing, and SOil, and wishes him every success in cO domg. ' 

EXTRACT of a Leller from Dr. R. Wight to' J. A. Turner, Esq., Manchester, dated 
27th September 1847, in reply to the above. 

Para. 2. The object of the writer is to inform me, that in all the attempts which have been 
made to introduce into India the culture of the Mexican cotton plant, it ought to have been 
treated naturally; and that there are three points especially in the culture of this plant in 
which nature ought to have been followed; but, I presume, in hi.; estimatIOn, has not been. 
" The first of these is, the elevation (above the level of the sea); the second, the time of 
sowing; and the third is, soil." 

3. As regards the filSt, it is stated, "the plant should have been cultivated on land nearly 
on a level With the sea/' thereby tacitly implying- that our departure flOm that rule has to 
some extent led to failure, To a small elo.tent I admit this inference, and acknowledge, that 
I think our operations have had a too limited lange; and that it is a subject for regret that 
a farlll was not from an ~al'ly stage of the experIment established near the coast; but I am 
very far from admittin!! the objection to the extent urged, because I feel certain that the 
difference of elevation between Coimbatore and the sea will be found to weigh light in the 
balance when brought to the test of ('omparative experiment. I equally dissent from 
the opinion that we are mainly indebted for our success m growing MeXICan cotton 10 Dhar
war and Coimbatore to the mlldness of the climate, and that slnlilar success will not attend 
our effOi ts in most olher parts of India, where this mildness is not found. The term is inde
fiDlte, so that I am uncertain whether the Carnatic would be included, by him, among the 
mildel' regions; but If not, then I feel certain that he takes an enoneous view, as I am con
fident that, With judiciou,", manag;ement, the soils being equal, we should succeed equally 
well, or perhaps better, all over the Coromandel Coast, from Cuttack to Cape Comorin, than 
we have yet doue in either Dharwar 01' COlmbatore. 

'" '" 
1 1. As the subjf'ct discussed in that letter, viz., the natural treatment ~f the Mexican 

cotton plant in India, is not only highly interesting in it1'elf, but promises to be most im
portant in its conseqllences, I shaH, even at the risk of bein?: considered prolix. endeavour 
to explain how I thmk this might be most nearly accomphshed, and in doing so, hope to 
sati • .fy my mODI tor that, if not quite natural accol'dmg to his 'Views of the case, my plan is 
at least as near an approximation to nature as the meteorological differences of the two 
countrleR will adItut. I moreover anticipate the pleasure of bemg able, in the course of my 
explanation, to satisfy him that, in confining in this instance the Qperaf.ions of nature to 
three spl'cial points. 'VIZ .• elevation but little raIsed above the level of the sea, sowing about 
the middle of May, and employing only soil of a light description, he has very materially 
(!ul'tailed her prerogative in soch cases; and I even hope to succeed In brIDging liim to agree 
with me in thinking that, within certain hmlt~, two of his essentials, elevation and soil, are 
of compara!ively secondary mom~; and that the third, time of sowing, as limited by bim, 
is only pal'ually applicable to Indta. 

12. I adopt as my text, his axiom, that ill our attempts to introduce the culture of a new 
plant, we ou:rht, as much as possible, to follow nature. How is this to be done as regards 
the introduction or the MeXican cotton plant into India 1 Everyone knows that many 
plants thrive equally well at great diffel'en~ of elevation. The Mexican cotton plaut on the 
plains of the Indian Peninsula, within certain limits, say flOrn the level of the sea to 1,000 
or 1,500 feet is, I conceive, one of them. Within thefOe limits, therefore, I attach little 
importancE' to elevatIOn on the open plains of the Cal'natic. 

13:. The quality-or the soil is of more consequence, since no plant grown in unsuitable soil 
will ,"vel' produce good crops; but that IS not so easily under our control, as, not seldom, we 
find wJoinins:; fields, or even opposite halves of the same field, greatly differmg. in that 
respl!et .. one hf'mg mUCh1l10re ferule than the othel', though apparently quite tlie same, s() 
that here we must to some extent be content to fake our chance, some fierds being good, 
some bad, and some indifferent, although all much alike in external character. 
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14. As an abstract principle, therefore,' fertility of soil, like elevation. seems in nature's 
esumatlOn, ~Ithin certain limits, tu rank. as one of only seconddlY Importance. The soil to 
whicll I give the pleference, when I have my choice. Is. a deep, dark coloured hO'ht almost 
sandy loam, and I( It has been long out of cultivation so much the better. ' 0 , 

]5. The determination of the time of sowing, which I esteem of primary importance is 
dependent on Feveral conSiderations, but more especially on the sort of climate we \\i"h' to 
obtain fol' our pl,mt, as being that best calc?lated t? bri.ng it to its greatest de~r~e of per
fectIOn at the period of matunty, when It begms to yield Its crop. To determine this point, 
an mtimate acquamtance with botb the habits of the plant and the u.;ual course of the seasons 
is abqolutely necessary. These being known, nothing can be easier than to s .• y in "hat 
month we should sow our s~ed. F?r example, we Imow that in averdge seasons th~ Mf'Aican 
cotton plant reqUires from SIX to eight weeks from the date of sowing to come into flower 
and l1bout the same length of time from the fall of the blossom to the opening of the pol 
We ~qually know that rainy weathel·, or even a dark. cloudy, damp atmospl1ere bas ~ 
tendel)cy to prevent the boll opening at the proper time, and that If 110 prevented th~ cotton 
becomes more or iess deteriorated, varying in degree accolding to the intenllity of the dete
noratmg cause, from absolute destruction to simple adhesion of the fibres, or to mert' slight 
dlscolouratlOn; anti, lastly, we know that the prevalence of rainy weather durin'" the period 
of growth promotes luxuriance and productiveness, provided the drainaO'e ~ free and 
hUlmdlty is exchanged for clear, bright weather at the season for maturing the crop. ' 

16. These points appertaining to the habits of the plant being known, we have next to 
ascertain the course of the beasons of the region where w~ contemplate cultivatino. 011 
the eastern coast of the Indian peninsula, the rains' of the south-west, or petty m~nsoon 

'which ale very uncertam as to quantity, commence in July, and continue in th~ 
form of partiell sho\\'els throughout August and September. In the latter months the 
quantity that falls is usually sufficient for agricultural operations bein" com'menced'· in 
October the quantity mcreases, and 10 the course of the latter half of thai' month the no~th
east monsoon is usually f!llly established, and continuE'S, With mtervals of fair weather until 
about the middle of December. If the cotton crops have been ~own before the middle of 
September, tbeywlll be m a good, perhaps the best, IItate for benefiting by the heavv mon
~oon I'aim. By following this course the plant enJoys a clear unintcl'fuptt'd growinO"season 
of about tbree·and-a-lJalfmonths, receiving almost every week mOl·e or less copiou: fdlis of 
I ain. By the E'nd of that time It Will have nearly attainE'd its full growth, and shortly after 
should begin to Yield Its crop, and will continue to do so, almost without intel"DlisslOn, for 
nearly three months. 

17. On the west coast, a similar course of seasons prevail, with this difference, that the 
usual showels which llshE'r ID the monsoon begin In Aplil and May; and the proper mon
soon rams, whith are more COpiOUS and certam than the eastel'll, begm towards the fnd of 
May and early in June, and continue until September. The sowmg season, therefore, on 
the west coast should, weather permittmg, be from about the begmmng of May until about 
the beginning of .June, if the heny monsoon rains hold off so long, so as if pOSSible to have 
the plant well above ground before the heavy contmuous rains commence. which might 
came the s~ed to rot in the ground, if it held not previously vegetdted, but which, when 
above ground, will promote its ~rowth. Here, agam, allowing three-and-a-half months 
for the growiug season, the pickings commence towards the end of September, aftE'r the 
rains are over, and fine bright weather established, and should continue until the end of 
the year, unles,> plevented by excessive heat or a dry sCOIching atmosphere. 

18. The inland location of our present farms has the disadvantage of being too remote 
from the lme of both monsoons, participating in both, but with too little of each to adnut of 
our trustmg entirely to either for our crop. ThiS season we were so fortunate as to have 
early rams; I therefore, as already mentioned, acting 011 your suggestion, had some fields 
sown the beginning orJune. These are now yielding their tirst crop, and if the subsequent 
expE'rience of tl.is season prove tIllS to be a good plan, it shall, of course, for the future be 
rerularly adopted, to the utmost extel\! the seasons will permit; and for the, rest, our sow
mgs must be delayed until July and August, thus delaying the harvest or picking season 
until November .and December, at "hich season the plants, being refreshed and strengthened 
by dews and cool nights, preserve their health better, and continue yielding crop for a long 
period~ that is, until the middle of April, or even May. By following these courses, our 
first crop is gatllered before the ea!\tern rains commence; and I expect that the energy of 
the plants bemg renewed by them, they will probably yield a good second crop about the 
bE'ginning of the year. The Iatel" sowmgs come into be.armg when the ~astem JIlt.JOsoon is 
over, and contmue Yielding crop' until April. It remam<; to be determmed by subsequent 
experience which orthe two crops is the most certain, and which the more profitdble: But 
whatever be the result of these inland experiments, I anticipate more certam, and probably 
considerably heavier, retul'lls from lands nealer the coast, subject to one monsoon only, as 
in that case the grower will not be perplexed by ha"mg so to adjust his operations as to 
avail himself of' a double series of insufficient rains, in place 01 one ample monsoon. On 
the other hand, our present location gives us a double chance, as, should the first mon<;oon 
be insufficient, we have IItill the second to look forward to for a crop, and vice versa; if the 
first and more celtain lams are early and full, we are comparatively independent or the 
second. 
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19. This plan of mutually adapting to each other the habits of the pb.nt and course of the 
seasons constitute the-true and simple methQd ofnaturali.;ing any E'xotic we may be anxious 
to introduce into a new loulltry, and I cannot help thinking that, had the principles above 
explained been s()Oner discovered and systematically applied to the' culture in India of the 
Mexican cotton plant, "e should ere this time have been relieved from all anxiety or doubt 
oCthe feasibilIty of successfully cultivating it in any inland district where the rains are pretty 
regular and ot sufficienl duration, and of the perfect certainty of doin~ so along either coast~ 
where the range of temperature is nearly uniform, the ail' humid from. the sea breezes, an<\ 
the raIDs comparatively regular. The two series of facts appertaining to the habits oftnls 
plant and the course of our seasons, 011 which this plan of naturalising it rests, have oeen long 
known separately, but have not,lIo far as I am aware, been before so combined as to elicit 
principles applicable to its culture in all tropical countries where its intloduction might be 
deemed desllable. 

(True extracts.) 
(signed) Robert Wigltt, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

MINUTE by the Most Noble the Marquis o_f Tweed.dale,dated Guindy, 11 December 1847. 

I HAVE given my best consideration to both Dr. Wight's recent propositions, that con~ 
tamed in his letter of the 30th June, proposing to reduce the assebsment on land-tax 50 per 
cent.," and that now before the Government in his letter of the 26th October, "the establish
ment of two additional experimental farms" under hiS chal·ge. 

On the first, I have nothing to add to the remarks recorded in my Minute of the 3d Sep
tember; alld as I do not concur in the second, which has ueen the system hitherto in force, 
I shall give my rC:lSOI1S brldly for this opinion, and point out what 1 conSider t3 be the system 
whICh ought to be followed, and which can, 1 think, alone detelmine the question whethel' 
Southern India can compctE: with America, and eventually become a cotton-field for the 
European mal keto 

I fihall first lay Lefole the Government copy ofa valuable paper, prepared by the American 
cotton planter in Tinnevelly, 'Mr. Finnie, in answer to queries I had referred to him; and it 
appeal's to me. upon ItS fclce, to mark the difference between the intelhgent practical falmer 
or planter and others, and to demomtrate the importance of this pra.ctlcal knowledge and 
experience above any /tcquinments which Dr. 'Vight 01' other supermtendents may possess 
as botamsts, &c., and the necessity, therefore, of entrusting the experiments entirely to in
telligent practical men. J\lI other agency only, I belie'le, retards the progress of the 
experiment. Ilnd l'alls the GovelDDlent astray. 

IT. 
Madru.. 

ThiS has been, in my opiDlon, the case hitherto; the Government, practically unacquainted 
With cotton cultivatlOll, and depending for ItS information on an authority equally inex
perienced in plactkal agriculture, have been following speculative plans and views at a gl-eat 
cost, anrl with the le"u\ts which experience has shown will always attend expernnental 
farms, either in India 01' in any other country; for I am not aware of anyone practical 
object yet attallled by the Cotton Experimental Farm, though It has been in operatiCln seven 
veal'S, at a chalge, with other experiments, up to April last, of Rs.2,45,034. 14. Iv. If See Statement 
1 am 10 error ill thlf;, I should be glad to have Fointed out to me the quco;tioll whil'h has from Accountan~ 
be. n ilnally and satis/aclol'lly solved, or the points demollstrated by the Experimental Farm. general, dated 

It is, moreover, obvl()uS to me that nothing can ever be determllled in thiS countl'y as to 13 Nov. 1847. 
the culture of cotton, or of any other agricultUi al product, If the farm or the experiment is 
to bE' in the h:ll~ds and under the guidance of a man who does not undel"'tand fdrming. 
For it will IIssllledly be found here, as It is in Scotland and England, that the same land, 
with the same seed, If cultivated by a mall practically ignorant of his business, or only 
superficially acquainted with the wants of the plant, may-not be able to P.1Y the charges, 
and even be an utter failure and a dead Joss, w~ilst ill the hands of the agrlcultulist, who 
thOioughly kr.ows his business in all its details, it would YIeld a crop wluch would amply 
repay the cost, and gIVe a rent also. 

This, it is eVident also fl'om Mr. Finnie's paper, is the case in America. A man must 
understand hi~ bu.silles-. Ihoroughly as a cotton pld.nter or he cannot manage a cotton farm 
successfully and profitably so as to stand competition; and if such agenc:y is.uot applied 
here, it may and probably will be found that It is not the soil nor the plant which is in fauit~ 
nol' the ldud-ta"" but \\ant of skill and a knowledge of practical causes. which lead .. to 
failure, and shuts the cotton of India out of the market of Europe. I am strongly of opinion, 
therefore, that all Government cottOIl farm:., as now conducted, should be Immediately 
relinquished. 

I n lieu of th is I should ad vocatE' an agency, confined to practical planters. 
I would not place large fclrllls in their hands. but a few small patehe!' of Idnd as model 

fields, in the midst of the native cultivation; and I would urge on the wHectors and their 
assil:'tants, as a POlOt of duty, the expediency of acquiring from the Alilencdn pldnter a 
practical kno\\Jedge of cottOIl culture, as I am satisfied that it is to the lIatlve culthator's 

management 

• In correspondence with the principal collectors of Coimbatore, 25 per cent. is named. 
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management of the plant, and to his method of preparing it for the market under tile most 
experienced superintendence which Government can supplyp that we must ultimately look. 
for the production of an articlE.> which shaH find ito; way, at a. remuneratIve price 'into the 
British mal keto I should direct the attention of the agents to the lmprovement ~f the in
digenous and all othei' species of cotton now ge~rally cultivated, and require them to use 
evel'Y eff~rt to ind~ce tbe n,atlve agriculturiRt gra~ual\y to adopt tried and known approved 
modes of culture. lDexpem.lve, and whIch can eaSIly be engrafted on his own, 

This must be the first s!ep, it appears to me, in the improvement of the cotton, or of any 
otber product of Indw. whreh has to compete With the produce of other countl'ies. 

Mr. Finnie's representatiol) ohhe natw'e ohhe properties ofthe cotton cultivators in the 
United States, shows the great advantages they possess ia C'limate and in 8011, in the mOl sture 
ohhe atmosphere, and in the power of C'arrying out a system of ('ultlvation suitf'd to the 
Me~ical1 (or American) cotton plant, and how much more skill and intelligence in the cul
tUl't\of th~ plant ~tself thll;n the native cul~,ivat(lr now possesse~, is essential to .. btain cotton 
of a superior qualIty and m greater quantIty from the plant; and so to insure a better and 
cheapel· article than IS now raised. 

More e~onomlcal and exper!en~ed method~ of gathering ,and c1e~D1J1g the crop, and in 
preparlllg it for the market, will follow, ~nd. lll, fact, must nec~ssanly accompany this im
provement In the culture, by means of gms of Simple constl11ct10n, and other machiues, of 
which the vaille is known, and has been t'?sted practically in of her countries. 

This further step in the progress of improvement should be effected by small establish
ments in each cotton localIty, and not by large and costly gin-houses like thai erected at 
COlmbatore; and it must be borne in mmd that although foreign hubstitutes for cleanin'" 
cottr.n are most valuable, the native means of band-pick.ing, where so many women and 
children belong to the cultivatol'~, will alwayo; COD<;htute an essential element m preparin'" 
cotton wool fOI' the market. Tile gins requlled should be provided, fir{:t, at tb'! cost o"f 
Govel nment till the people themselve~ adopt them, and then the Government should imme-
diately withdraw. , 

To a mOl'e skilful sYiitem of culture and inlproved means of gathel1ng and preparin ... the 
crop, It IS essential that the Govemment in this PreSIdency, where there is no wate;' car. 
riage to any extent, should add good roads f\'Om the l~otton dIstricts to the ports, to give the 
cotton of =,outhel'D looia. a chance of competing with the produce of other couDtricoS in 
Europe; and It Illust of course bfl free frum all dutIes, at' least tIll it has established Itseif 
permanently. 

The distances from the cotton-growing' districts to the sea, or,to the backwaters communi
catmg with the sea, are so short. that the expecse of makmg and keeping up the road would 
be trIfhng In comparIson to the great stimulus that would be given to the cultIvation of 
cottOIl. Most of the hnes have already been examined and planned, and the engineer now 
only waits ,the orders of "uperior authority to carry them out. 

I do not see that the Govefllrnent can effect by Its own agency more than these obJects
an improved system of cultivation, better and cheaper means of preparing the cotton for the 
market, and better communications to the marts 01' ports. 

But It appears to me that these will f.ul to secure the de~ired end, unless the manufac
turer or hIS agent be placed 'in immediate connexioll With, and becomes a purchaser from· 
'the cultivator. It IS clear, from the infol'mation from aU quarters-(see Mr. Mercer's state
ments at Manchester, confirmed by the follOWIng statement from Mr. Finnie), that at present 
an mferior and du,ty cotton is the m()le profitable article to the native tlader, and even to 
the European merchant. 

Mr. Finnie remarks in a memorandum submitted to me, viz. = 

.t Here:lf; the field is occupied by European agents who do bu .. iness in a very loose way, 
land' really do much harm. Instead of encouraging the people to bring clean cotton they 
$,Ive a prenllum indirrctly on the dirtiest trash. The young men are those whom merC'hants 
~mploy for 150 rupees a month, and who know as much of business as their opp'>rtumtles 
admit of. A contract is made usually by the house, Itself with the chetties f(lr such a quan
tIty of cotton of such a quality, and the very lowe~t sum is fixed: the chetty, findmg be 
cannot get a prlc~ that would Justify the '.iehvery of such cotton as he has contracted for, 
agrees to it, well knowiriO' that they must take such as he choo{:es to deliver to them at the 
time. He knows they h~ve their engagements to meet; they have made their arrangemenths; 
a ship io; pelhaps wa.iling, the presses are Idle, and he bnngs in his cotton to the agent, w 0 

has merely to receive it. The agent examines the cotton bV plucking out a handful and 
lettinO' the bundle pass; perhaps fi'om caprice or ill-humour he rejects a bundle just as good 
as th~t he has taken. The chetty then gets angry and orders his people to stop deliveflDg-, 
as the gentleman will not take the cotton; the agent then takes the rejected bundle to get 
the chetty to proceed with the delIvery; all goes on well for a time; m a zea!ous moment 
another bundle is rejected, the chetty threatens to throw up th~ contract, ~ndmg, pe~haps, 
that others ale much in want of cotton to, make a remIttance with; so that IS all = It IS for 
who will give an extra 1 d. per lb.; and the agent is compelled .to soften hiS ~one, an~ 
e7ltl'eaf the great chetty to ley 11im have cotton, as his employers 'v,JlI find fault WIth hIm If 
11e doe~ IWt get on wilh the wOIk, &c. Well, but when the mark~t IS more dull,.the chet~y hI 

not qUlte so mdependent; some cotton is rejected m a bulk, that IS put on one Side, and In a 
day 01' two is loaded on the bandie'>, and marched round the town" and come, in/Teak/ro:m 
the COU7ltry ! !! and It is aU taken as a very good article. But to gtve you some Idea of tIle. 
process 1Il the interio)'. 

The cottop is produced by the ryot of course; he is always in his banker's books~ as 
. deep 
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deep in proportion to his means as his European maSler, and can do nothing without aid. 
The brokelll or cotton cleaners, or gtn-house men, are the middle ones between the cbetty 
and the ryot: the chetties being monied men make an advance to the broker. 

The broker is particular in -classifying the seed cotton, and pays for it according to {:lean
lines!!, and then he has much of the tra~h and rotten locks picked ont, not to make the 
cotton better. but because the rubbish chokes the churk.a"" and prevents it from wOlking. 
The good <.'Oltoo IS then separated from the seed, and thi'! bad stuff which Las been taken 
away from the /!:ood, is beaten with a stone to loosen up the rotten fibre from the seed, and 
then it is passed thr-ough the chulh; and as the chetty contracts very closely with the 
bl'Oker, he must lesort to the " devil's-dust" system to make hiS bread. The good cotton 
and this l)ad, ., shocking bad ,. stuff, is both taken into a little room 6 feet by 6, which is 
entered by a low door, about 18 inches by 2 feet, and a little hole as a ventilator is made 
through the outer wall; two men then go in wit.h a bundle of long smooth rods in each 
hand; a cloth i .. tied over the mouth and nose; one man places his back so as to stop the 
little door completely to prevent waste, and they both set to work and whip the cotton witb 
thei,. rods to mix tke bod and good to!letker thoroughly; tbus a very tolerable article is 
turned out even after all this bedeviling; and if the people get a living price for the arlic!e 
they let it go as it is; but as is usually the case they are shaved so close that they are 
driven to I'esort to another means of realising a pI'ofit: they add a handful or two of seed to 
every bundle, and thiS IS delivered to the chettles, and the chetties deliver it to the European 
agents, and the European agents save their exchange, and their object is gained; the cotton 
is tdken by the manntaeturer at a low price, because he knows not what he is buying." 

It IS manifest flom this, and from the inferior condition in wl1lch the cotton wool of India 
continues 10 be segt to the British market, that the interests of the dealel' or broker, and the 
mel chant, are not identical with those of the manufacturers or the Government. 

The object of the latter h to Taise and brinlt into the market an article of such quality, 
and at such a cost, as may Etand in permanent competitIOn with American cotton. The 
merchant and agent has no object in the transaction but his immediate profits ill anyone 
year; and if the inferior article yield him as handsome, or even a better profit than a selected 
and better artic", would do at a higher price. be will doubtless take it off the growers' and 
native dealers' hands to anv t'xlent, and it IS hopeless to look fOl' any permanent improve- . 
ment under this system. The cotton of India Will not under it obtain a permanent footing 
lind hold of the market, but WIU be often an uDsaleable dlUg, or at the lowest and at unre
munel atlve prices, except occasionally in seasolls when the Ame1'iean crop may be below the 
avel'ag-e, and there may be an enlarged demand by the manufacturer. 

If this be 60, it is then certain that reducing the land-tax or cheapening the cost of trans
port, or any other measures the Government can adopt, will never, of themselves, imprQve 
the cottOIl wool of India, so as permanently to establIsh it in the Bratish market. • 

To meet tlus state of things, it appear~ to me that the manufacturer must have his own 
agent, who thorol,-ghly knows the article he wants.; and is not to be Imposed upon by brokers 
passing off an inferior or mixed d~criptioD; and that he mllst be willin~ to offer such 
additional price to the ryot or dealer for the superior and wpll-deaned cotton wool liS will 
femunel'ate him. If a demand of tl:is character be steady, and sach as the ryot may depend 
upon, the superior article required will be pl'Oduct:d at a cost which the manufacturer can 
afford, and, In a few years, t-o an extent now but little antieipated. . 

II. 
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As a proof of this, It might be sufficient to refer to the cotton purchased by :Mr. Mercer ill 
Dharwar, at an additional price of two annas the mauRd, and declared to be worth 6 d. the See his statement 
pound; as also the fact, that when the Companv's monopoly existed in Tmne~elly, the com- at Manchester. 
mercial rt'sident, their officer, never received any but good and comparatively well-cleaned 
cotton. No difficulty was then found In obtainmg the superior article,t because it was the 
most profitable to the grower, thou~h now in the same district, a~ Mr. Finnie's paper shows, 
the dt'aler and the ryot find it their interests to bring only an inferior article to the market; 
thil'l is the alticle now exported. 
, The Chamber of Commerce at Manchester, at their late meeting. have turned the services 

of Mr. Mercer and the Amencan J,lantffs emploved by the COl\rt of Directors to more 
adfantage by theil' public investigation as to the probable success of the cotton cultivation 
of India, than if these gentlemen 11ad been employed for half a century under the present 
system In the East; and I am fil mly of opinion that the greatest drawback to the improve
Ynent of the product" and the Ilrts III India, consists in the absence of due encouragement to 
Her l\L~jesty's industrious subjects, who possei's capital and a knowledge -of the mechanical 
arts, and have had experience of tropical cultivation in the West, ttt transfer their industry 
and knowledge to the East. 

(.,igned) Twecddale. 

COTTON Cultivation, Climate, Soil, &r. 

1. Is the cotton plant indigenous in America, or where ~loes it come from? 
1. The cotton plant is not indigenous in the United States. It is an established fact that 

flOm a very remote period the mhabitants of the tropical countries of Asia, Africa and 
Ameri,ca 

• Native instrument for cleaning cotton. 
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America were \\eIl acquainted with the cotton plant, and u~ed its wool in the manufacturin<T 
of useful and ornamental articles of c!othing; and loilg plior to the period Qf the dIscovery 
of the Cape route to Indi", a manufa<.tol'Y of .indige,nous cotton had existed In the southern 
parIs of Italy, where the !lOll is said to be favourable to its culture. Thus we are led to 
suppose that the southem latitudes of each quarter of the globe were oriO'inally blessed" ith 
this invaluable and really jndi!lpen~able urtide. " 

The best and now almost onlY,variety of cotton cultivated in l\Iil'sissippi and LouiSiana 
came from Mexico; hence the name," Mexican." There is no data to enable me to <Tlve 
particulars ao; to the pi eClse time and circum!'tancefl of its introductIOn. It IS characterised 
by a lal'ge white woolly seed, produciug a soft. long fibre. 

The cotton known as "Tennessee" and" Upland Georgia," is involved in some d"O'ree of 
uncertainty, and no data are on record, to my knowledge, of the circumstances. wbicl~ J can 
narrate from tradilioll,* The plant is supp0l'ed to have come from the Glecian ArlhipelaO'o, 
i~ the eally settlement of the colony of Virginia, where it was cultivated; but in con:e
quence of the season between the last frost of spling and the first llOst of the autumn being 
too short, It dlfl not prove a profitable ClOp. but was cultivated for domestic consumption, 
until a mOl e favourable climate" ao; found to prod uce the indispensable article bett~r. and 
at a cheaper and more plofitable rate. The early emilp'ants flom Virginia to the then 
unlimited tell itory of Kentucky took wit)1 them the s.eed. The c;limate of that part. now 
know!i as Kentucky, was also found to be too severe for the dt.Jlcnte plant, and Jts L'ulture 
was 110t persisted in after the more favoured south was settled. But, to proceed bequently: 
that pal t of the then tell itOi y now J.nown as Tennessee, was found to be mOl e favouraLle 1:> 
the plant than any climate hitherto tried, merely howevel' flOm the slight increase in the 
length of the '~eason. Here it subl'equ(>ntly becflme a commercial attlc1e (If considerable 
importance, and known a., Tenne~see cotton, and acquired a charactel' for cleanliness superIOr 
to the" Upland Georgia." The gin was at fill,t unknown, I)f course, and the mode of 
separating the seed, as strange R$ It may appE'ar to the modern machini~t, was more plimltive 
than the chui ka used by I he people of thi.. COUlltl'y, viz. the tingel S; hut then cotton was 
worth flOm 40 to 60 cents per lb., and. at that time, not an artIcle l.f commerce; but thIS 
I comidel' an important fact, and e<;tablishes important data for the reflecting mind. whose 
duty it is to think for Jndia, and shows dem'ly how a people llllly employ themsehes wben 
they have nothing t{l do. The seed was thus separated from the cotton by the nt'gro men 
an<;! chtldlen (lur)ng bad weather, when no out~door wOlk could be engaged In, and during 
the long wmter evel1ings; the negro women al the same time being engaged in spinning 
and weaving, to clothe themselves and family. I hope I shall be excused for entering into 
these minutIa!. The gill was gradually mtloduced, and one gin~house was established in 
every neighbourhood, which gil1ned the cotton for the nei~hbourmg falmers, the owner of 
the gm receivmg payment in kmd; and tll1~ plan contmlles tu this day in that part ot the 
<:ountry; but now Tennessee CottOIl is scarcely known m the market;' the luxuriant south 
·has leduced it to a mere dumel'tic produ~t again, except pt'rhaps that palt called Western 
.Tennessee, Which borders on part of MIssiSSIppi. The plant wa~ found to flourish better In 

the adjoining state of Alabama, where It SOOIl became and contmues a staple product, and 
where every plQ,ntel' has hi" own e;in~house as in Missl8slppi • 

.As the early adventurels pushed southward, the northern part of Mississippi was di,
covered to be s,l11 mo'e cOllgemalto the plant; as they advanced south, the shrub became 
more and m(')re prolific, al1d produced a filler quality. 110t fl'Onl supeJioflty of soil alone, 
but the more suitableness of tbe clImate. Thongh soil ellcrcist's much Infiueace in the 
quantity and quality of the cotton, climate is the great desideratum for the productIOn {If 
the great staple; a good soil in a favourable, chmate wlll produce a Idrge quantity of fine 
cOtton; a po •. r SOil In grod climatE' WIll produce little mfelior cotton; and an unSUItable 
chmate and inft'rlor soil produ('e a very poor artiCle in quality and defiCient In quantity; 
but however rich the soil, unless the climate is PIOPltIOUl'. a profi.table crop cannot be pro~ 
duced. These remarks refer to Jhe cllmute essenllal for the succes.ful production of the 
Amencan cotton. The ('lim ate of southern India produces a very good articlt> of indige
nous cotton, which only reqUIres care In cle.mhlle~s to make it very useful and valuable; but 
I fear it is not suited to the MeXican vllrlt!ty; howevel·. the people Ilre planling at Aroo
poocottah and Sevacausey, and the matter win soon be decided; If we have rain enough it 
will succeed, If not, it mu!>t fdil. 

The Sea Island cotton came originally fiom the small Isle of Anguilla in the Caribbean 
Sea, and furmshed the first seed to the early European ~ettlels in the Bclhamas; ill two 
islands of the cluster, viz., LontY lsldnd lind Exuma, they succeeded in producing a fine 
COtlOIl. A small bag (if Ihe se~d w,'s sent to a gentleman in Georgia about the year 
1785, when the esta~bhshment of the factory s~stt'm, being the inevitable res.ult of the 
invention, in 1769, of AI kwrlght's spinning machinery. cretlted a constantly IIlcreasJnI( 
demand for the law material, lind (If course every'effOlt was made to supply that dem.md 
from Amel'lca as well as from India. As early as 1775 the filst provincialle~islature of South 
Carol rna ur<Ted the inhabitants to attend to the culture of the cotton plant. yet liltle atten
tion \\as pa~d .t() the counsel of a few far-sl!;hted statesmen until forced on them tt>n )ears 
subsequently by the zeal and enterprise of olle or two individuals. The seed was at 6,..,t 
planted on the , Islands bordering the coasts or Georgi ... and South Calolina. and Iymg 

betwet'n 

• For the correctness of which.1 will vouch. 
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between George Town in South Carolina, and St. Mary's in Georgia. extending flom 
32° 30' to 30· of north latitude, through a space of about 200 mile'! j these islands were 
origlilally covered with the luxuriant ~rowth peculiar to a southern chme, and abounded in 
the beauliful live oak alld lither evergl'eens. The soil being new, warm, and fertile, the 
plant grew most luxuriantly, but for some time did not produce fruit from OVE'r luxuriance. 
which prevellted it from ripening before the frost killed the plant. The winter of 1786" 
being very mild, did not kill the root, and in the '!pring the shruh was pruned to the ground, 
and the shoots that grew up from the old roots were earbcr in their development, sent forth 
their blossoms earlier, and matured their fiuit sooner, and being by thiS time somewhat 
aCCllmulatecl, yielded a Cl'Op seasonably. The plant gradually extended on the coasts of 
Georgia and South Carolina, but has nevt'r succeeded well to a greater distance than 15 
miles Jn~and. The fibrE', it ia said, loses in its essential qualities in proportion 10 the distanc(' 
from the ocean beyund the di.,tance above-mentioned. It is said, however, that It will pro
duce pretty well to the distance of 45 miles inland: from the handful of beed first received, 
all the Sea It-land cotton now supplied to England is annually produced. 

The Sea Island quality IS so valuable, and the seed so easily separated from the fibre. that 
a roller gin is used for the llUrpose. The saw gill would ruin the staple of so long arid fine 
a substance. 

The mClcasing demand for ~he article of cottnn to supply the improved machinery of 
England, gave a stimulant to ngricultural industry. Th('pl~:lters soon found they could produce 
a greater qualltity of the seed cotton known as" upland than they could pOSSibly separate 
the I.'etd hom by the rude pruce"s then known. This set the mechamcal genius of Mr. Eli 
Whilm(Y' to work, an,j In 1793 he gave to AmE'lica the saw gin, Justly celeblated as one of 
the mo~t useful machines ever Ilwented, and without which Amt'rica could never have 
supplied to England one-tenth the cotton she now does; solely, howe\er, flOm the paucity 
of population and c/?nsequent v,llue of labour. -

'fhe invention of this machine golve a new stimulant to agricultural industry; the fOlesLco, 
of the south fell qUIckly bef.,re th~ wood mao's axe. The squatter was succeeded by the 
capitalist in lapid su('cessioll, and the country which only a few years ago was burthened 
With the mo'!t luxuriant wild ve~etation and towermg fOlest tlees, IS now sending forth !t8 
millions bales of vl'getable wool to clothe and elll Ich the world. 

2. Has the land on, which the cotton gro" s been latdy cleared from fi)l'est'1 
2. Yes, all land in the lIouth has been comparativply lately cleared from forest. Cotton 

does not pl'odlll'e wen the filst year the land is c1eal-ed, in consequence of so much extl'a
neous m.ltter causing it to grow bO rapidly liS to run to long watery bhoots. whic:h yield n() 
fruit. IQdian COl'll is usu,lily the first year's crop. 

3. Is it (tIle land) peculiarly adapted to the plant? 
3. Being a rich vegetable loam, with a deep clay sub-soil, and being situated in a favour

able climate, ,the land is peculiarly sUlted to the cotton plant. 

4. Is the -climate damp? Does rain fall continuously, or in occasional showers? 
4. The climate all over America is damp, but in the southern states it is very humia, 

causing heavy dews and thick feg at mght; but the appearance of a bright sun, which 
usually prevails in the morning and during the whole day, soon dispels both 'dew and fog. 
The rains may be characterised by occaslollal heavy bursts and frequent showers during 
spring, summer and autumn; and during tile ",inter three heavy white frosts, and hot sun m 
the day, succeeded by a ,heavy rain, extE'ndmg at times f~onl one to ten days' duration, but 
gene,rally only one day, IS pillverbial. 

5. Is the land manured? 
5. When required the land is munured. The old poor land is manured by running a. 

deep furrow eally in the spring, between the old rows, which are filled up with the old cotton 
stalks, and the poorest spots have other manure also applied in the fUTlow, of which well
rotted cotton seed is the best. 'Ve have so Dlany better things to feed cattle on ill Ame
rica, .. hat the cotton seeds are uf no value; all the. Olanure is then covered up by running 
two furrows, so that the mole lap", formmg a slaght ridge over the manurt', which is allowed 
to lie until the planting beason, by which time It i" well rotted. The advantage of thIS is 
twofold: the lund is IIlanmed, and half the ploughing preparatory for planting is accom
plished. This wOlk, as I have said, IS done very early in the spring, before the frost has 
ceased to fall; and when the dallgt'r from frost has ceased, tjle ploJghs throw two or four 
furrows, one or two, according to the Width ot" the row all either Side, to the little ridge 
already formed; leaving, if tIle rows are wide, a small unbroken space In the middle to save 
time, which is broken out subsequently, the ~reat object being to get the seed in the ground 
as early as pOSSible. 

6. Are the cotton cultivators experienct'd agriculturists, who thoroughly know the 
nature and want;; of the plant '1 

6. The planter~ make no pretensions to science, as understood iq this country; that is, 
they say hut little about the physiological phenomena w~ich pel'tain to plants. But that 

they 
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they are well aware of the requisition of the plant, is proved inconte!;tably by the bales they 
turn out, and the dollars thry get in for the crop; they know that tbe functiolls of respiration 
preparation, and digestion ale essential to the health of the pldllt, and that the !\Ction of th~ 
atmo"phere on the leaf assists or retards these function!!, as It is favourable or unfavourable. 
~ong-c0I!tinued rain, without ~1~6 necessary quantity o~ light, is unravoul'"clble, because light 
IS essential to the decomposition of the carbOniC aCid, the extrication of llItro<Ten whu:h 
plants contam, and tbe due pel formance of insenl'lible perspiration; and, vire vw,a ;'here the 
due propol tion of ram or rnoistule IS Withheld, and the solar liO'ht allowed to act in full force 
on tfle plant, all these functions are acted upon in excess, t1~e health of the plant Ii inter
rupted, and, Leing deprived of Sllstenance from the atmosphele throu.,.h the leaf. and if the 
drought* is .severe from the ground. b.y t~e tap root, t the pl.ant loses i~ vital force: Ilnd 'cannot 
producE' frUit. A pel'ceptlble huml~Jty m the atlllo~phere. IS es",e.ntial to the productJoll of a 
profitaele quantity anti a tine quahty of cotton; excel'Slve mOisture Clf excessive drou.,.ht 
cauc;es the plant to shed its fOlms or embryo frUit.. 0 

The plant tills the land so full of its own excretions as to make it unsuitable for its 
rep~oductlon in a healtby ~tatt: a~r a few years; but .tilat it. exhausts the ground, I doubt; 
for If we plant the land which IS saId to be exhausted In Indldn corn, it WIU produce a fine 
ctop. and. the next year, it is fi.t f~1' cotton~~gain •. The cotton plant i~ " topped," that is. 
a~out an \Dch of Lht' mam st,:,m IS pmclled Olt. when 1t Ii found to be growlII~ tOI) luxul idntly,t 
tillS check!! the gl'Owth upward~, and causes It to .. pread more; and, IDstead of runnin'p to 
~eed, It throws out formlS and flowers in greater abundance. The yeal' 183~ wall the ,I;~est 
year I ever saw or heard of, and during the early part of the sea"on everybody tbou<vht the 
crop would fall totally; the plant, however ('ontinued to produce dUl'lng the drouO'ht, but the 
fibre was ofmferlor quality, though we had heavy dews all tbe time. At length fine rain let 
in, and the tiostwas very late§ in falling, and. consequently the crop proved the larO'est wlucll 
had been made at that time in that part of the country, VIZ" 'about Nah,hl'z. C 

7. Are there great advantages in water cal'riage and roads to connect the malkels or 
ports with the fields uf produce 1 

7. America has greater advantages in water carriage than any other country in the world, 
,and many advantages in railroads; but the roads In the interior or tile country are very bad, 
and cotton, in plantation half-pressed b~les. is often carried 150 miles onr these bad roads 
to a railroad or to the MiSSissippi I'ivel', btlt ofteoer much less to Its tributarie .. , which inter
secf. the country. and which are navigated by keel and flat boats built on the IIpot, to a point 
where steamers come and relieve them of their burthen; but orten the~e boats go to the 
Mississippi river to dlscharge their cargo. The p10fits of the crop d~rease in proportion to 
the distance from thp. rivers, whether muin or tri~utary streams, but the cat~le and waggons 
being employed 11l the I'roducllon, or for plantation purposes, Ql'e used to gIn and prtSli and 
convey the al,ticle to market at a time when they are not required for other purposes, and con
sequently the addittonal cost is trifling, or, as is almost always the ca'le, there lire larg~' herds 
of horned cattle that require to be fed but little wben not at work; these serve to convey the 
cotton in waggons to the nearest town or shipping port, at but little actual additional expense 
to the planter i but if a olerchallt purchll;sed the cotton and hired the carts, it would be rwnous. 

8. In what latitude does tile plant best thrive 1 
8. It has been found to thri~e best between 33° and 30° of north latitude; above the rorm~r 

tbe seasons begin to shorten; that it:, tbe time be\ween tbe last frosts of spring and the first 
frost of autumn gradually lessens, so that as yeu advance nortll, the crop decreases, because 
the season is tO(l short to produce a fnll one. Consequt'ntly the cultivation has been 
altogether abandOlled in Kentucky, and almost so in Tennessee, where it is now only,1u, I 
have said, cultivated for domest·c purposes; and whe1'e, Within my recullection,g in Borne 
neighbourhoods, the negro men and boys were assembled during tbe long Wlnfer evenings in 
a large raoUl around a blazing fire, to hand-pick the seeds out ot tbe cotton which the wOlDen 
were to-spin tbe next day .... Gins were not general then.' 

Above the latitude I have mentioned the cotton is f.Ir superior to that proouced above, 
and there is a great disadvantage in advancmg f<tr below 31° 30', in consequence of the 
excessive humidity of climate causmg the plant to grow so luxuriantly a~ to run wnolly ~·weed 

Without 

• Mr. Lindlay says, a plant loses but little by perspiration in dry weather: it must, I think, con
tinue to lose un ttl exhausted. Dry weather in the tropics is to a plant what winter is in ('.Old clunatea, 
the time or rest. On referring to Lindlay, 1 find he meRns thllt a plant loses but httle by perspi
rati<>n in dry weather, because thllt is tbe time or rest . 

. ~ In dry weather the tap roo~ runs deep into the ground in search of fo~; if it finds it, aU is well ; 
if not, it sickens at once. In moderllte mOIsture maDY laterals, w bich receIve their food from the iUr-
face, are thro\'\ n out. ./ 

t The plant, grown fI'Om three to teD feet high, formiDg a round and beautifully-proportioned 
Ilhrub, in proporhon·taithe strength of the land. 

~ Frost may be expected about the 20th of October; every day's deJay in Its fall is of the utmos' 
importo.nce to the cotton crop. The sellSon is about seven months for the prod.uction of a full crop of 
cotton; viz. fr0n:!- 1st Aprilto 31st October, less 10 days in cliSe of frost; earlier after frost the plant 
ceases to produce, but the matured bolls continue to open. I lIave eyeD known new Ie.Yes fonn, and 
flowers to put out in a JDlld WInter, after an early frost had ehecked the growth of the plant, and 
kIlled the old leaves; and not uDfrequently a tew of the new bolls mature, and produce cotton. 

II This is very indefinite; a'ld I mus~ add that thv period embraces 23 .rears. 
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without producing fruit; here sugar takes the, place of cotton as a ~taJ>le product. Between 
36° and 30° of norlh latitude lies the whole cotton-growing region ofthe United States before 
the admission of Texas; but tqat newly acquired province extends to the west, and 1 believe 
no part of it comes below the line I have given. which will be found to embrace Louisiana, 
Mlsslsslppi~ Alabama, Georgia, South Carolma, part of North Carolina, and Florida, all of 
which have the blot of slavery on their escutcbeon. 

9. Does the cultivation require large capital, and is the crop uncertain? 
9. Any sum from 20,000 to 200,000 tlollars may be invested in an estate; the first witl 

yield a handsome prllfit if well managed by the owner hlmst-Ir, but will not justify the em
ployment of a supl'rintendenC. The latter sum, well laid out, makes a handsome property 
and IS as much as one 8upenntendent. whether owner or employer, can look after in detail, 
with the assi .. tance of his lIegro drivers, thou~h there are many planters who own several 
such estates; bl1t the detaIls of each are conducted by a superintendent whose, reputation is 
involved in tt.e success or failur .. , or, ID other wOI'ds, profitableness ornnprolitableness of the 
estate in IllS charge. I have never heard of the general failure of a crop from tbe effects of 
climate alone; there are poor and rich ldnds interspersed throogh the whole country except 
immediately on the fiver, and it IS wisely I'egulated that the poor lands produce the finest 
crops i .• 1\ wet season, and the new rich hill lands and aU fiver bottom lands always produce 
the best crnps in a drv season; that is, what we cdll a drr..season. In estimating the climate, 
it must be borne in mind that in America. we plant in the sprin~ In land that hao; been 
flatnrated WIth all the winter rains, and it is often difficult to get the ground dry enooO'h to 
plant nicely, and when planted. a good rain is essentialto a perfect stand of plant'!. W e u.s~ally 
have rain every few days during the planting season, and if there happens to be none after a 
field i~ planted, the plants come lip irregularly; or, if there is a very heavy rain on newly 
sown cotton and a het sun immediately afterwards, and the ground is old and c1ayeYr It bakes 
over the seed, and becomes so hard that the plant cannot lnake its way through it, and a 
li~ht wooden tooth harl'l)w is often run- over it to break the crust, to let the young plants 
appeal' above ground. A planter is a proverbial grumbler in res;ard to the weather, always 
too dry or too wet j but if he does not get rain every six: 01' eight days during tlie whole 
ploughing aod hoeing season he ernmblefl and frets and lose,; all prltieIlce to see hiS "hand;;'~ 
wOlking to so great a dlsadvanta~e in the hard land, and wearing out hiS hoes and files. 
and keeping his blacksmiths always employed in keepJn!!'; the ploo!!;hs in order; and then the 
-plantel' III the old hills or uplands iA in an agony because his plants ~o not grow in dry 
weather, whde his neighhour of the river" bottoms" is raving because his cotton grows too 
fu~t in \\ct weather. Therefore the crop is always pretty re~ular, except when attaeked, as 
was the case last year (lS46), by a bug; and sometimes by a caterplll'lr; thIS casualty .,eldom 
happens j the crop may be relied on as certain as any other commelcial transaction. 

] 0. Is much labour and care necessary in rai~ing the crop? 
10. The cotlon planter's life. in Amprica. is one of Incessant, but most plea~ingt labour and 

care j great care is necessary to ensure a good and regular stand of plants m the first place, 
and 10 the gathering seasoll constant attention is essential to the cleanliness of the cotton; 
thOl.gh once the hands are under strict dIscipline, the planter has but little trouble. 'fa 
commence With Ihe new year, after the negroes' week's holiday from 24th Decelllbe.r to the 
1 ~t J dnuary IS ovel', to get the usual annual piece of new land c!eared, and the old land 
cleaned up and ready for the plou(4h, IS the great obje.·t of the planter, and a rush is 
necessary to accomplish It If he has land equal to his hands; and if he has not, and is worth 
the name of a planter. he win clear it. The axe. with the sturdy negro's euphoniOUS grunt, 
resoumls through the hills or river bottoms, as the case may be. and the valleys or liver 
channel echo the sound. The monarch of the forest falls for fences, while his less dignified 
neighbours are ringed or" deadened," and the undergrown and thick cane are cut fiat to the 
ground, and when dry fire is set to it and it burns off clean, and before the embers ar.e cold, 
it is planted in the" staff of lifE'," Indian corn; which, not, being Sl} delicate as cotton, IS 
planted filSt, a!l-ilie frost does 110t kill it entirely, though it may be bitten off. The seasons 
ale tolerably regular, and the planter lays off hiS work, ,.and deCides a month. before-hand 
the precise day he commences any new or important operation; the weather sometimes 
frustrates his plans, but every" spell" of fine weather is taken advantage of by a few steady 
ploughmen to run the furrow of which I have spoken between the old C.ltton rows. while 
women and children follow and. beat down the old stalks', and put them in the furrow; and if 
necessary the carts follow with the ma.nure. and then the ploughs fullow to cover it up at 
once, as a.lready mentioned. I am describing an estate of one hundred negroes, to manage 
which well, requires a very good business man, and military discipline must be presclibed, 
and then all thmgs go 6n happily and quietly; but to contimu!. as I have said, a rush is 
required to get every thing ready for the planting season.. 
• The 1st of April i.e; the great commencing day; many commence sooner, if possible, by 

which tllne thel'e is but little danger of frost, though a slight one sometimes falls after tbrat 
date j but. at that time every available" plough team" is put in harness, and of teD thecamage 

horses 

• The files to keep the hoes sharp.. 
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horses are pressed into the laboriou", service of the plough. The few additional furrows 
always ~n even number of two, four. ?r six. according to the width ,of the row. to preserv: 
equal Width, are thl'own to the slight f1d~e already made"; the land 18 plouo-hed in this way 
that the" water" or closing furrow may dram the surplus sprinO' sbowers;' the drill follows 
Immediately, a!ld opens the I'idg~; an .1Ict~ve woman follows. keewng pace with the horse, and 
sows the seed III a beautiful stral~ht bne m the little furrow opened by the drill. The harrow 
follows Immediately after, and covel's the lIeed lightly .... which closes the work until the 
planLs are up (the pldnting season is frOID 1st to 30th April), when the It sc'apinO' .. seallnn 
soon comes !lnl and liPon the neatness ~nd accuracy of that operation mainly d:pends tbe 
crop. To secUie a " good stand," that Ill, to leave the plant 'I at regular intervals in width in 
proportIOn to the strength of the land, is the gl'eat point; and for this purpose 11 tew careful 
negro drtvers attend to that solely, following the hands to see that neither too much nor tOI) 

little i(! left. The plants, bei~ Bown in J,'ows varying fl'om four to t'ight feet. accOl-dinC7 to the 
oualitt of the land, must be left in the urill in the- same propol'lion from six to 12 in~hes, or 
:ven J5 inches when Ihe land i~ nl'y rich. When the cotton first comes up it 5t.mds thick 
in the /irill, and the hoE' is passed through the mass of plants, and cuts away in width as the 
boeman IS directed by the planter.leavmg two plants in a place, thus: : : : : : : : : : : : 
If both bve. one IS pulled out at the ne\t hoeing. In poor land, cotton, It will be observed, 
is planted close together, but in lich land wide apart, reverslDg the Older of grain husbandry. 
A plough follows the scrapers, and. runs a slight furrow on both sides, and throws a little 
dirt gently among the plants, to' I'eplace that which had Leen taken away by tile hoe; 
alternate ploughing and hoeing coutmue in rapid succession, mllkin~ the round in 15 or 20 
days until the pods begin to open. Time, ean scarcely be fOlllld to gather the Ii fodJer" from 
the Indian COlD, Or the gl'ain it&elf when It is ripe. 

The gathering sea!;on commences about the middle of July, when only a few first formed 
bolls begin to open; but hefOie these have beef! ~athered f!"Om the whole plantation the 
beautiful snow-white tufts of vegetahle \\ 001 begin to appear, thIckly mtersIJersed amongst 
tIle deep green leaf and beautiful yellow flowers. From tbat time until Clll'Istmas there is no 
cesf>ation of laboUI'; six days in the week f!"Om day-light till ,dark the hands arp. in the fields, 
except when interrupted by r.tin.t The day's gathenng is then weighed, to see that eacn 
hand has done his duty, t and taken to the gin bouse 1Il waggons, and the day'. work is 
done. The'cotton is spread on plank scaffolds the next day 10 dl'Y, and a few su,Perannullted 
negroes pick it .over, and take out the trash t.hat may aCCidentally have got mixed with it. 
The seed cotton goes tQ,the gin al'lJost free from tralOh. and con&equelllly comes out cleau. 

ll. What are the expenses in deliail of culthating an acre of cotton 1 • 

11. it i~ impossiblt' for anyone to answer this qUf>;tion accurately, flOm the fact that there 
are a number of people employed as slaves who receive no wag.es, and who are employed 
not only in cultIvating cotton, but producy other things. no account 01' ~stimate per acre of 
cotton ,has been or call be mad_e. The estimate is always spoken of roughly, at so Dlany 
bales to the hand, varying from four to eight, according to the alllltty of the planter and Ihe 
season, not !Dc1uding the other thmgs produced for borne consumption. All thrifty planters 
produce all t):1eir coarse supplies, such as "r\!~d and llIeat, vegetable!\ &c., for the negl'oes' 
food. The negroes' clothing was formerly also made at home.' but the machinery !Ias quite 
supplanted the band-wheel. The planter does not realise mor~ than eight per cent. now for 
his money, but then he lives all the produce oCthe estat!', except such luxuries as hiS helblts 
and tastes requh'e. The cotton produce is a,lmost all clear profit to the plant~r. 

·12. At what distanc~ should the plants stand f. om each othel'1 

12. This question ha'J been answered in reply to Question 10. In this country three 
inches in the drill and two feet between the row IS sufficient in the best land. 

13. What is the amount of an average crop per acre? 

13. The usual rough estimate is a bale of 400 Ibs.; some land will produce it; but I think 
the average is about 300 lbs.§ .of clean cotton to the acre. 

14. What the average periods of failure of crops 1 
14. The crop never has failed yet, though speculators get up ~ cry of f.lilure every year 

to raise the price when they have a stock to sell, and when they Wish to buy, they exaggerate 
the plObable pl'Odu.:e of the season to lessen the price until they have laid In a supply. 

U. What 

• One steady ploughman, with his horse and drill, one woman t? sow the seed, "nth a little boy ~o 
wait on her, the.: 1S supply ht>r with seed, and a lurg& boy with hiS harrow, drawn by a horse, will 
plant 10 acres per diem. I " . 

t During the" picking" season dry weather is most desirable and advantage~us; wet the reverse. 
l A hand in AmerIca wlll pick from 150 to 3501b". of seed cotto~~ avera~e, In fine weather,~, 

2001bs. In fndia, 151hs. is the mo~t I have ever heard of a ., hand: g'athe~g, and 7 to 10 I be. J8 
the ,usual day s work hert'. 

§, Th;~ seed cotton yields of clean cotton from 30 to 31 per cent., , 
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15. What the average expense of the machinery and other appliances for cleanin ... 
screwing, and preparing for the market the average crop from one acre of land 1 0' 

Gin-house ... from 2,000 to 2,500 doUars. 
Two ~ills - - - from 350 to 400 each, two gins 700 " 
Single iron screw press froIl\ 500 to 550 " 
Drawing machinery fitted up - from 500 to 600 " 

4,350 
" 

16. This is again too cloj;e a calculation: a gin-house, moving machinery, gins and press 
," ill co!ot about 4,500 dollal's, and all this, "ith perhaps the exception of the price of CIne gin, 
the .... lanter must layout, if he only produces 100 bales of cotton, while 600 bales miahl be 
cleaned and presllled by the same machinery if worked during the whole season. Theomode 
of pi ocedure in America and in India is so difJerent, that the most exact estimate in detail
of a glO-house and the necel'sary machinery would afiot'd no criterion for the arl'anaements 
which would prove most beneficial to India. Here we must give the people so~ethinO" 
simpler than the gin and large gin-houl-es for their own use for their own cotton. In fdct 
the Feeds ar,. so .. mall, that if we place the grates close enough together to prevent the Feed 
passing through, ,the F4WS bring the cotton so much in contact With the bars as to cut it to 
liuch a deglee that it is much IIIjured in staple. The American cotton and the American 
gin must go hand in hand; where th .. first fails, the latter. I fear, would prove ust'lesr.. 

The political economy which follows the series of questions. howevfr correct in the0!'Y 
and in practice in Endand, does not apply with, equal force to tp,e plactical operations 'in 
the Southern states of Amel'ica. There every planter is lord of hiS own broa,d acres, from 
the squatter, with hiS 1, j, i "section," 01: a " section" of 640 acres, to thp capitalist with 
his 5, 10, or ~O,()OO ~lcres in culture; a~ld on "peculation land rent is not known, nor do we 
calculate the value '11' an estate so closely. A planter who is compel.led to sell takes what 
11is nel:.hbpurl" are disposed to give him, while a very wealthy neighbour will offer a very 
high pI'lce for a good plantation in bis Im'mediate nl'ighbourhood, and rays perhaps much 
more than the intrinSIC value, because he want .. it for an ee;peclal object. Besides,~, or I)rten 
~ of an estate is forest, consequently the whole value cannot be estil1!ated according to the 
produce ot that which is under culture: land has no fixed value. I am sorry I cannot give 
a more satisfactory statement regarding the price of land which, for some years before I lpft 
home in 1840, fluctuated With the prICe of cotton; indeed, every thing rOFe and fell With the 
rise and faIl of the J,!reat svul'ce of wealth. For some years cotton has fluctuated between 
sand 15 cents in the American markets •• As the plice of cotton may alford tile data expected 
from the price of land, I am happy to be able to state the result of a meeting of the 
most intelligent and distir.guished planters, called to consult tog!!ther, to determine how they 
could best counteract the efforts made to get a supply of cotton flom lndia. The conclusion 
was, that as lonta as they could get 8 cents (4 d.) per lb. for their cotton, delivered at the 
neare~t mar ket, they could afiord to produce It; but if a supply from any other quarter could 
be procurea for le!is than that sum, they would be completely" floOled," and mllst tum their 
attention to other products: add to this 4 d. about 1 d. per lb. for expenses to England, and we 
have the minimum at which it is said Ame!'ica can produce the article; and now all you have 
to do in Inqia is to pl"oduce an equally good altfcle at a less co:.t. I take a more chantable 
view of the subject than that which the jealousies of the two nations permit them respec
tively to t.lke. The consumption of cotton will inclease almosf or qUIte a'l fast as the PIO
duct incleases: do what both nations mayor can, aU good Amelic .• n COttOIl will ever find. 
a market, lind so will all good Indian cotton. America, with aIt her advantages of enter
prist', industry. climate, soil, rivers, steam-boats, and railrollds, Will not be easily supplanted. 
I, however, believe that India possesses territory equal in extent to the whole cotton-growing 
region of America; that will produce a pretty ~ood article of c, New Orleans cotton ;" but, to 
make it successful, the people themselves must cultivate it; where the American cotton 
succeeds, the American gin will answer to separate the seed. I have before said, a dry 
climate willuot produce so good a quality nor!iO large a quantity as a mOl"e humid one 
will. The poorer the land, the more rain it requires to enable it to yield. The interest of 
the amount invested in the labourer (a full hand) in America, and the actual cost per annum 
for his mallltenanct!, will pay for nine able-bodied men ill India; and yet the American 
laboul'er (as one of many) not only provides for the comfort of his masler and supporte; him
self, but enriches hitl ma!'ter, while the nine Indian laboUiers will not produce enough as our 
servants to pay their own wages, much less the land rent, and alford a profit to their 
employel'. "et the diflermce m the actual cost of production, and qUdntity and quality of 
the article in Amedca and ID India, is more than counterbalanced by the advantages which 
the Indian labourer possesses where, the climate is favourable. and when he does hi~ own 
work. Therefore our enOl ts ought to be exerted in directing the people in the l'jght channel ;' 
and notwltbl'tauding the small quantity which India can produce per acrt', and the less 
valuable quality, she has many advantages over America in numerical strength, and the 
little cost required to support the people thel'efore; it only requires that that strength .. hould 
lJe exerted on an~' weU-devi!i'ed plan to insure a reasonable degree of success. I have giver"l 
'tIlt' mmimum at which i.t i~ said. by the best informed on the subject, that cotton can be 
producE'd j and as the contest is one of pence alone, it is, I think, important. We must 
Eive due attention to the indigenous cotton whel'e that is produced naturally, and ascertain 
where the climate is generally suiled to the" New Orleans cotton," and we &hall yet aecom-
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plisb aU that can reasonably b", expected for India. My humble opinion. however is that 
..our best effol'ts can only secure for India a shale of the immense ad\aotages the gre~t ;taple 
affords; we may do India much good, and supply a large quantity of cotton to England' 
and indel'd it wdl require our best efforts to retain for India even the share ahe ought of 
right to have in supplylOg the market. 

I couclud~ the a~lusi(1Il ID. r~fel'ence to the value of land, 1~lld l'ent, cost of production, &c., 
was made With a view to ellClt some data as a baSIS on which to form an opimon regardincr 
the cotton-land rent ill thiS country. 0 

There IS no analogy between the Amel'ican and Indian modes of taxation; we have no 
direct land tax in Ameflca, and, thal}k Heaven, no export duty. The land tax: of India is 
so little understood ID reference to Its effect on the people by the bt'st informed on the 
subject that it IS difficult t~ h!lndl7 it satisfactor~]y. I may, h~wever, without pretendmg to 
a cCtJllplete knowledg~ ~f tile ~ubJt'C!,. or attaching too much Importance to. my own views, 
remark, that I thmk It lS only In JDdlvxduai cases that the cotton land-tax IS oppressive to 
the ryot; where that IS found t~ be the case" of course the burden should be remov~d ; but 
that a general reductIOn, or a total abolltl()O ot land-tax would be beneficial to tbe ryot, or 
advance the culture of the cotton. plant, 1 doubt. 'fhe ryot goes in debt to the extent of his 
credit; if his means are increased, his cl'edit IS also, and he avails of it to the fullest extent, 
and hiS banker reaps the .benefit. "Th~refore'ifG.overnment did not colle~t a pice of revenue, 
the ., poor oppressed Indian ryot might cease to be the theme of declaimers and grievance
mongers, but he would stIll be th~ "poor oppressed Indian ~yot ;': and the o!lly difference 
would be, that he had changed hJ3 European master, who tfles hiS best to aed fairly by 
him, for a ,ruthless momed countryman, whose sense of Jllstice is not very acute. 

The tax that is really fdt is the export duty. I am in pflnciple opposed to whatever 
discourages demestic industry and forei!!;n trade. That an export duty on the produce of the 
land, which has paid a suffiCient duty, is subversive not only of all indiVidual ,jO'hts, but the 
rights of the l'tate are Imperc!eptlbly but not the less permanently injured, by el~ablll;cr other 
countlies to supplant it in, the foreign market, are established f<ids m my mmd. ... 

The questiclOs submitted to me were so well arranged, and emblaced so fully all that 
required to b,* treated on the subjE'ct, that 1 have Ictamed them as beadiuglll, without con
filling mYbelf to the mere answer. I conl'idered that It direct answer, \\ ithout the explanation 
which would convey to the mmd the wherefore, would be very unsatisfactory. 

I have therefOle tlied to dl-aw as complete a picture of an Amencan plantation as I could, 
without entering IOto mInute details. The bappll3ess of seeing' the work of our hands prosper 
on a. well-regulated plantatIOn in America might De strangely contrasted with the ,unpro
ductivenes~, and consequent annoyances and dissatisfaction, we experience in India. I intended 
to draw up a sketch of the rise, progrt'~s, decay, ll\ld' present stale of the cotton' culture 
and trade in India, with sugb'"estiolls fol" its improvement; but this artide has- grown to 80 

unreasonable a length, with the want of access to accuratQ Sources of information, that 1 am 
constrained to abandoll' the idea for the present. , 

(signed) Thomas James Finnie, 
Camp, Coul'tallam, 16 November 1847. American Cotton Planter. 

lVIINUTJi:. 

DR. \VIG llT'S sUO"2:estion, that two additional cotton fdrms should be established, one on 
eadl coast.. to pr~ve experimEntally the extent to which climate affects the successful 
cultivation of American cpttuu in India, sbould, In my opinion, be at once adopted. The 
pomtr; discu!'sed in his letter of the 26tl1 October 1847~ and its enclosures, are of the very 
essence of the costly experiment which the Hononrable COUlt have sanctioned, and should 

, be practically investll!ated in the manner lIe proposes. 
, I am convinced that: the mercantile commumty at home will not be satisfied that the 

experiment has Deen fulTv carried out until Dr. Wight's propositions have had a fair trial; 
and I am much mistaken 'if his sober and matured judgment does not tend to more practical 
~ood than th~ off:'hand d}cta of lVIr. Finnie. 

Guindy, 17 December 1847. (bigned) H. Cluunier. 

MINUTe. 

I HA.VE already, in my minute of the 13th ~i?ptembt'r last, stated It to he my opinion, that. 
the Goverument \\ere expendin~ very large sums of money Without any p~ospect of adequate 
benefit bejn~ derived trom it., iD supporting the experimental farm at COIDlbatore, and that 
I thought tl~at the farm should be abandoned. " 

In thiS opiniC'n I am. more strongly confirmed by t~e statemen~~ set forth ID the mlD1l;te 
oCthe Most Noble the President, under date the nth lustant, and lD the papero! ~Ir. Finnie,. 
annexed to it; and 1 therefore fully concur in the propoSition'that ilie present Government 
cotton faml should be immediately relinquished,. and that, in lieu of the present system, an. 
agency should be'established confined to practical planterS. • 

Adyar, IS December I847~ (signed) H. Dic/"i1l801t.. 
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No. 21. Madras. 

Revenue Department. 

EXTRA.CT froln the .Minutes of Consultation, under date the 8th January 1848. 

REA.D again letter from Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms in Coimbatore, 
dated 30 June, and record~d in Diary to Consultation, 3 August 1847 (No. 8(9). 

. Read also the following papers: 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cl)tton Farms, Coimbatore. 
[Here enter 4 August 1847, No. 990.] 

Minute by the Mo.;t Noble the Pre<;ident. 
[Here enter 3 September 1847, No.U51.] 

Mmute by the Honourahle Mr. Chamier. 
{Here enter 8 September 1847, No. 1152.] 

Minute by the Honourable Mr. Dickinson .. 
[Here enter 13 September 1847., No. 1153.] 

From Surgeon R. Wight. Superintendent Cotton Farms" Coimba,tore. 
[Here enter ~4 August 1847, No. 1053.] 

From the Chamber of Commel·ce. 
IHere enter 25 September 1847, No. 1179.] 

FI'om Surgeon R. Wight. Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore. 
[Here enter 26 October 1847. No.1307.] 

Minute by the Most Noble the President, with a memorandum and statements appended. 
[Here enter 11 December 18(7, No. 1526.] 

Minute by the.Honourable Mr. Chamie,r. 
[Here enter 17 December 1847. NO.1527.] 

Min~te by the Honourable Mr. Dickinson. 
[Here enter 18 December 18,\7, No. 1528.] 

Resolved, That the above correspondence be brought under the consideration of the 
'Honourable the Court ()f Directors, 'and, with reference to the mlDutes ,recorded by the 
members of Government On the several propositIOns of Dr. Wight, that the orders of tile 
Honourable Court be solicited, whether the Government experimental cotton fann at present 
maintained at CoimbatOle shall be relinquished for an agency confined to rractical planters. 

(signed) H. C. Jfolltgomery, 
Secy. to Government. 

(A true extract.) 
(s'grV'd) R. G. Clarke, 

Dy. Secretary to Govt. 

Revenue Department, 4th July (No. 11) 1848. 

Our Gov~rnor in Council at Fort St. George. 

1. THE letters of the dates noted in the margin, '* report your proe&>dings Cotton. 
connected with the measures in progress for improving th,e' cultivation of cotton 
under your Presidency. 

2. In the course of this correspondence, you have submitted three questions 
for our decision: first, a proposal by Dr. Wight that a remission of 2,0 per cent. Letter dated 
should be given on the assessment of all lands applied to the cultivation of 14 Jan. (No.7) 
.American cotton; 8econdly, the proposed relinquishment of the Government 1848. 
experimental cotton farm ut Coimbatore, and the substitution of an agency 

confined 
---------------------- - ------
,-Letter dated 8 February (No.7).18H; 19March.(No..J.6).1847; 2June (No.3S) 1847; 

15 June (No. 37) 1847; 3 September (No. (7) 184'; 18 November (No. 56) 1847; 6 December 
.(No. 60) 1847{ paras. 6, 7 and 8; l~ January (No. 711848; 17 January (No. U) 1848; 26 Ja
nuary (No. 17) 184.8; 3 March (No.22) 1848. Public Letter, 12 October (No. 21) 1847, paras. 
18 and HI. I 
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· confined to practical planters;* and, thirdly, the 'p~oposed deputation of Mr. 
Finnie to England, for the purpose of consulting with, and ascertainintJ' from 
the manufacturers there, the extent to which they are disposed to l)~tronis; 
the measures urged by them in regard to the cotton of your Presidency. 

3. We cannot give our consent to the proposed remission of one·half the 
assessment on lands cultivated with American cotton, both because such a 
measure would he an obvious violation of the general principle, which prescribes 
that the assessment shall be regulated by the capability of the land, without 
any reference to the particular description of produce which may be raised on 
it; and also, because we are of opinion that it would fail in producing the 
expected result. It is possible that land might be cultivated profitably with 
American cotton, when only half the usu,li rate of assessment was taken,. 
although it might cease to yield a profit when the rates were again raised to 
their original amount. The reduction of the rates would then only have the 
effect of forcing a factitious cultivation, which under ordinary circumstances 
could not b~ carried on. It i~, moreover, our belief that no such reduction is 
required in the province of Coimbatore. There are strong grounds for believing 
that the out-turn of American cotton per acre is much larger than that of the 
indigenous cotton, and it· is certain that the former is much more valuable in 
the home market. The difficulty which, it appears to us, has lain in the way 
of inducing the ryots to extend thp cultivation of American cotton, has bt>en 
the want of a steady demand for it in the district, or at least the apprehension 
that it would not find a ready market when produced. This difficulty is for 
the prf)sent removed by the permission which has been gil-en to Dr. Wight to 
purchase American cotton from the ryots on account of Government at remu
nerating prices. These purchases should not at present be discontinued; but 
we are satisfied that no satisfactory and permanent extension of the cultivation 
of the Am~rican cotton will be attained, until the persons most interested in its 
production shall take the matter into their own hands, by locating in the dis
tricts competent agents empowered to purchase from the cultivators themselves 
such cotton as may be produced of a description suited to the wants of the 
manufacturers in. this country. 

4. We concur in your opinion of the expediency of relinquishing the Govern
ment cotton farm at Coimbatore. We consider that the object with which this 
farm was established has now been fully attained, by demonstrating that the 
soil and climate of that province are ('apable of producing cotton of a descrip
tion in every respect suited to the wants of the British manufacturers. The 
next point which'requires solution is, whether cotton of this description can be 
'produced at such a cost as to enable it to compete successfully with the cotton 
of America in the home market. This point can only be satisfactorily settled 
by leaving the 'cultivation in the hands of the ryots; and not even an approxi
mation to it will be obtained by carrying on the cultivation at the expense of 
-(jovernment, and under the superintendence of Government officers. The 
Government should, however, continue to afford its aid by distributing American 
seed, either gratuitously or at a triflin~ charge, to those willing to culti rate it, 

Public Letter dated by authorising the grant of small prizes for its successful cultivation, as we 
12 Oct. (No. 21) observe you have already done; and by using all the means in your power to 
1847, p. 18 and 19. introduce improved methods of cleaning the cotton from the seed, without 

-injury to the staple. 

5. "The agency confined to practical planters," which you propose to sub
stitute for the experimental far~s, is not clearly _explained; but we gather from 
the Marquis of Tweeddale:s minute of the 11th December 1847, that he would 
ba,-e " sm'all establishments in each cotton locality;" or, as he elsewhere ex
presses it, " small patches of land, as model fields in the midst of the natil-e 
c~ltivation." If the object of this measure be to ascertain by actual experiment 
whether in any partiGular locality the soil and climate are suited to the produc
tion of the American or any other description of cotton, we see no objection to 
its being tried on a small scale; it appears to us, however, that much informa
tion bearing on this point will be obtained, when the results of the experiments 
which you have authorised Dr. Wight to institute through the several collectors 
of land revenu~ with the view of ascertaining the most advantageous time for 
sowing the American cotton, shall be reported. 

6. We 
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6~ We have considered your proposal to depute Mr. Finnie to this country 
with the view'of entering into communication \\ith the manufacturers· but a~ 
we do not see that any advantage i$ likely'to accrue (rom such a pro~eeding 
w~ must decline ~o comply with it. ' 

7. 'Ve regret that Mr. ~etrie, the engineer in Coimbatore, should have been 
compelled by sickness to return home. As a mark of the sense which we 
entertained of his meritorious services, we presen~ed him with a donation of 
100 I .. (one hundred pounds). 

8. We transmit herewith copies of the aCCl)unt sales of the cotton received, 
per 'F Elizabeth Jane" and" Olinda." 

9. We also forward, as requpsted in your letter of the 15th June (No. 37) 
1847, copy of the, account sales or the cotton received per" Lady Flora." , . , ' 

We are, &c. 

London, 4 July 1848. 
(signed) J. L. Lushington. 

A. Galloway. 

EXTRACT Revenue Letter from Fort St. George, dated 28 Ju!y, No. 56 of 1848. 

Para. 4. WE take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour~ 
able Court's letter, No.8, dated 15 March 1848, giving cover to one from the 
Manchester Commercial Association, suggesting JDeasures for promoting the 
cultivation of a.superior description of cotton in India. , We communicated 
these papers to Dr. Wight, and, through the Collector of Tinnevelly, to Mr. 
Finnie, as well as to the Board of Revenue. To the observations ill the letter 
from the Manchebter Commercial Association, Dr. Wight has replied in his 
<jommunication of the 2d June 1848, which is transmitted with th~ present 
correspondence, and to which :w:e beg the attention of your Honourable Court, 
and to the orders'~ecorded thereon in our resolution of this day's date. We also 
solicit your favourable consideration to the application of Dr. Wight, which is 
referred to in para. 4 of these prQc~ediilgs, on behalf of his two assistants, 
Messrs. Sherman and CuJtton, who he recommends should be placed on a better 
footing as regards allowances, and to his proposition to increase the salaries 
of the East Indian lads employed on the establishment. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, SupE'rintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
M(JRtgomery, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

~ir, Coimbatore, 2 June 1848. 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowled~e the receipt of Minuteli of Consultation, No. 618, 

under date 13th May 1848. 
2. Advertmg to the rE'gret ex pre~sed as to the insign,ificance of the quantity'of New Orleans 

cotton hitherto obtamed fronl thiS du,tnct; and the desirableness of offering sufficient induce
ments to native growers to ins:lI'e extensIve cultivation, I beg leave to state, for the informa
tion of the Right Honourllble the Govemor In CouncIl, that 1 havt' not been sparing in my 
offE'rs of high prices for the exotic arucle. 

3. I am informed that native cotton iii currently sold in the village fairs throughout t4e 
district, for from four to six annas the mallnd pf 251bs. brought to the gin-house; it is now 
eight annas_ I have made known a41. e~ensively as I can that I shall purcbase all first class 
New Orleans cotton offerE'd for sale at the greatly enhanced rate of one rupee for the same 
quantity; but as yet, so avel'se do the natives seem to depart from established customs, I 
have only been able- to perbuade a small number to grow it for me. The number is cer
tainlyannually increasing, and hitherto, with one or two exceptions, -the result has been so 
satisfactory that all who have once grown it continue to do so; and this season I have 
already issued more seed than ill any previous one. I am, therefore, 'in hopes that, for the 
future, it will ~ore rapidly extend. 

4. The cotton markets in the district have for the last two seasons bt'en so sparingly sup~' 
plied with pllrcha~el'l'!, that, but for the order of the Honourable Court for 6,000 rupees of 
gin-cleaned native cotton, the trade must have been almost at a stand still. In the hope of 
dlft cting the energies of' growers into thiS new channel, I have been "eriously thinking or 
proclaiming throughout the district that for the future 1 can only buy American cotton, but 
will undertake to purchase all of that description offered for sale. There are strong objec
tIOns to this course, but still, now that so many offer their cotton in the first instance for 
liale at the gin-house, It may be attended with beneficial results. 

o. These explanations will, I trust, show that our failure to induce the ryots to cultivate -
American cotton, does not originate in withholding due encouragement; a ready-market 
and high, prices being provided for all comers. " . 
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6. To the paragraph regarding roads, I beg leave respectfully to solicit the attention of' 
tfteRight Honourable the Governor in CounCil; that between Coimbatore and the sea-coast 
b\!ing nearly, ifnot altogether, impassable for cartl for three or four months in the Yl'ar, 
owing to its crossing several deep unbridged streams, which bandies cannot ford without 
wetting their loads; much of the road being otherwise so heavy and bad, arter every fall of 
rain, that it is uncertain whether 1 shall be able to send a single bale to the COailt between 
tbis time and November. though I shall probably hav" nearlY'500 to send. 

7. On the subject of early sowing, as the Government is aware, no effort on my part has 
been spared to obtain for the plan the fullest trial, and in so far as our farms are concerned 
hitherto with every prospect of success; the plants from our first eowinas of April beina 
very healthy and thrl~lDg, and already coming into flower. The sub~eq~e~t.sowmgs wllr;' 
however, delayed, owmg to unfavourable weather;' but now that the requIsite rains have 
fallen, I expect to have pearly the whole farms sown by tbe end of the first week of June. 
In that case our harvest will be general early in September, which is usually a very favour
lible month for the p~rpose, whlre on the earlier ~own fields it should commence in August. 
and, the season provmg an average one, the first Instalment of our crop win, I expect, be in 
England in February. 

8. ,With reference to the concluding clause of the paragraph of the Court's despatch, 1 
beg leave most respectfully to append copy of my still unanswered letter, under date 26th 
October 1847,* in which I find 1 have, in some measure, anticipated the wishes of the 
Honourable Court, in the hope of therehy meriting a continuance of the fa.vourable opimon 
with which it has hitherto viewed my efforts to bring these experiments to a successful close, 
and which it has so warmly expressed on the present occasion, bv aI/opting as Its own the 
eu]ogistlc language of the Manchester Commercial Association. ~ 

9. My object in again forwarding that letter doE'S not, however, merely lefer to myself; it 
also referR to my subordinates, Messrs'. Sherman and Cu"(ton, both of whom are dl!lgent, 

, hard-working men, and most assiduous in their duties. Their umted monthly salaries 
amount only to the aggregate sum of 250 rupees, the one having a series of farming esta
blishments spread over fully 20 Imles of country to visit weekly, wllile the other is daily in 
the gin-house from nine A. 111. till three or half-past three p. M., and has in the coune of the 
last· 1~ months, in obedience to the Court's inst .. uc~ions, purchased, ginned, baled, and dis
'patched nQ fewer than 647 bales of cotton,' and has now in hand seed cotton enou~h (or 
about 325 more, which is m COUf!>e of being cleaned, partly by the Ilin, partly tbe chUi ka, 
in accordance with instructions conveyed in the Court's despatch, t\o. 16, .under date 14th 
J.uly' 1847. These are the services for which I solicit the Kmdly consideJation of Govern
ment towards those' parties, who ,are both educated gentlemen: the pne the brother of a 
superintending surg~ori' in the service; the other the son of a late captain in the Company'. 
service, and who was for three years educated in England, in anticipdtion of a promised 
cadetship. Strong as Ilesteem their claims to the favourable consideration, I should hardly 
have ventured agam to urge them, had 1 not I). few weeks ago received a note from Mr. Finniro, 
from which I extract the following sentence, written in reply to one of mine, in which I had 
hinted his want of zeolI and assiduity in the cause in which he was employed: " I have 
done nothing, but I have tried; and Illy honourable masters the Court have sent out orders 
that I am to have 700 rupees per mensem, from the 16th October last, with five rupees 
per day when:' tJ'avelli\tgJ ThiS is a lIufficient' mark that my efforts at least have met 
approbation." 

1"0.' I have no wish to disparage Mr. Fmnie's efforts, nor to lower the value eet upon them 
by the,lIonourable Court; but may, I trust, be permitted to express a hope that if his trials, 
~hich have resulted in his doing nothing, have been so liberally rewarded, that the not less. 
zealous and much lIIore profitable labours of my subordinates may not be altogether 091'r
looked, but be esteemed deserving of at least a small share of lIimi]ar indulgence. Tht'y 
have not complained to me on the su~ject of the favour. accorded t? him and Withheld f,·.om 
tl)em; but I know indirectly that they feel it, and give expression to the dlshearteDiog 
distinction that has beert made between them; and, I think the following facts will show, 
n'ot without reason on their side. 

11. 'fhe manaaement of the details of thl' agricultural department is more immediately 
under Mr. Sherm~n, and extends over three farms, subject, of cuurse, to my general super
VISIon during weekly visits. 
~2.1 find, from a rough calculation, that the aggregate agricultural expenses paid 

through my office, induding Mr. Sherman'l" salary and the cost of transmitting the produce 
to Epgland (ginning excepted), has, dur;ng the last 32 months, amouote~ to nearly 29,200 
rupees, or about 912 monthly; that the relUrn for cotton produced, estimated (I have not 
~een furr,lIshed With' I'eturns) at 6 d. the pound, an,l for seed, valued at 6 maundi (or the 
rupee (native cotton seed has bl'en selling at 4 maunds), amounts together to very: nl'arly20,0:rO, 
or about 627 rupees 'monthly, leaving a deficit of only 285 rupees, notWithstanding the compa 
rative failure ofthe cro/, of1846-47, and the los~ oHuU two-thirds of that of 1847-48, tbr"D~h 
the occurrence in succession of tWI) unprecedentedly unfavourable seasons. The :ain .gauge 
of COimbatore registered, for the "hole of 1846 and thred months of 1847, only 61 mchelf 
of rain, while durinO" ttle followlOO" nille months 26 inches ft.ll; 20 of these during October, 
November and Dec~mber, usually dry months in the tract of country in which the farms are 
located, and the ref Ole selected for our principal picking sedson, whence this excessive de
structlOu and loss. Under such circumstances, the crops of both years Cdl far short o( 

prevIous 
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previous estimates, especially the last, which, previous to the s~tting of the rains about the 
10th or ] ;th October, was, as a whole, the heaViest and most uDJform I have ever seen. 

13. Had these seasOl!S proved average ones, there is evelY reason to beheve our balance 
sheet "ould, in place of a deficit, have shown a considerable excess in favour of tbe farms. 
This. however, we are scnn ely a pr10Tl justified in calcuJatipg upon, considerm<J' that we are 
restricted to the cultivation of a smgle plant, and are reqwred to mdintain a-' much larger 
establishmen~ to execute our work during, the short sowing season than would be required 
for the cultivation of the same extent of ground with several crops, unifqrmly distributed 
over the whole year. 

14. These facts will, I trust, suffice to prove that the falling off of our crops durin'" the 
last two seasons is not in any degree attrIbutable to unskilful management on Mr. Sher:an's 
part, and that throughout the establishment the utmost attention IS paid to economy, con
sistent with efficiency. This essential object, economy of production, I expect still further 
to attain, now that a system of earlier sowmg is being adopted; the longer seed time thereby 
obtained affording facilities for cultivatinga larger surface, with the same amount of cattle power. 

16. Between the 1st January 1847 and 1st April 1848 l15 months), Mr. Cuxton pur
chased seed cotton to the amount of 24,239 rupees, enough for 647 bales; that quantity he 
~in(Jed, baled, and forwarded to England, thereby adding to the cost, as sold in Liverpool, 
8,325 rupees, or 32,564 rupees for the whole batch. 

16. The previous year we sent home 300 bales of native cotton, which realised 5 ~ d., and 
si;y; bales of New Orleans (native grown), the first quality of which was sold for 6 i d. As
suming that the sam~ prices will be realised for that under consideratIOn, we should have for 
636 bales of native cotton 45,712 rupees, and for 11 bales of purchased new Orleans 928 rupees; 
total, 46,640; leaving a profit of 14,076 rupees = 43 per cent. Or, allowing for fluctuations 
in the market, a reduction of I tl. per pound. \\e should then have for the former 39,750 
rupees, and the latter 825 rupt es; total rupees, 40,575; stillleavmg a profit of 8,010 rupees 
= 24i per cent., and that, 100, on a season remarkable for the high prices the article bore in 
the local markets, espeCially at the begin DIng of tbe season. In additIOn to these labours of 
the past year, he has m the course of the last two months purchased 9,868 rupees' worth of 
seed cotton, which, under his supervision, is in course of being cleaned, partly by churkas. 
partly by gins. Of the former, about 150 find daily employment, demandJllg much care 
and attention t,o prevent peculation. The quantity of cotton now in store should, accordmg 
to estimate, yicld 325 bales, worth, at 5 d. the pound, 20,312 rupees, leaving, after deductIDg 
cost and estimated charges, a profit of about 5,779 rupees = 39! per cent. It is, however, 
proper to remark bere, that the surplus cannot ye~ be accurately estimated, as it mUot to some 
extent be influenced by the per-centage of cotton to seed, and the value of the seed, whIch I 
have calculated at 6 maunds to the rupee; but the price fluctuates. 

17. EVIdence enough has now, I apprehend, b~en adduced to show that botb my assistants 
have laboured diligently in their respective occupations, not merely trying but executing the 
work assigned to them; the one haTlDg conducted the agriculturat details appertaining to the 
culture of above 600 acres of ground, and the other those belonging to an extensive and 
remunerating commercial transaction. 

18. ThIs imperfect sketch Will, I trust, go far to show that we are assiduously endeavour
ing to carry into effect every object for which this experiment was instituted; and to that I 
may add, such an amount of success has been achieved as Justifies my assuming that a near 
appro~ch to the establis~ment or fixed prlD~iples for the cultivation of the Mexican cotton 
plant In any part of IndIa has been accomplIshed. . 

19. Mr. FIDnie views the matter in a different hght, and accompanies an offiCial applica
tion for seed (true copy of\Vhich letter I append) by a note, in which he says, " as I did last 
year, I some time ago commenced plantmg a httle cotton when I saw a shower ,coming up, 
anI/ I am more and more convinced of the folly of trylOg to make this country produce 
American cotton." 

20: In regard to this "folly," if such it be, I Dlay be permitted to remark that it 
unavoidably involves another; but leaving that out of consideration, it should be bome ill 
mind that he had no sooner planted his cotton last year then he went off to CourtaHum and 
stayed away till March (and I believe intends doing the same this year), so that in truth he 
knew but little more of its after treatment than I did; and therefOl e is not, I conceive, 
justified in making the above asseltioll; which, If true, would indicate the needlessness of 
longer retaining his services, and if erroueous that, while contending with such a fixed 
prejudice, he is not the best pel son to test the matter by expeliment. If the words" tbis 
country" are used as being applicable to India generally, I differ from him toto calo; if he 
limIts the expression to Madula and Tmnel'elly I must stdl dissent; partly from having seen 
good field-grown American cotton raised there both recently and by the late Mr. Hughes, 
partly from conviction that he has never giyen it a fair trial nor intends doing 1'0. On these 
grounds I consider it a measure of doubtful propriety his bt:'ing longer retained in his present 
station, he bein~, as he has repeatedly slated to me in correspondence, strongly prejudIced 
against that locality. Already in 32 months he has <:ost the experiment about 20,000 rupees, 
nearly the aggregate amount of the purely agricultural charges of my falIus dUling the same 
period of time, and has not, I believe, grown one bale of cotton, or himself cultIvated or 
taken continuous charge of a single field. What he bas dODe in the ginning department 
towards aiding in makmg up the Court's order, I know not, but I belle\e very bttle. 

2l. I am most keenly alive to the Invidiousness of the SItuatIOn in which I ft:el called 
upon to place myself, In sohcitmg the attentIOn of tbe Right honourable the Governor in . 
Council to these facts, as my reasons for dOIDg so may be so ea!\ily misrepresented, and that 
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attributed to unworthy ~~tives, which flows purely and honestly from a deep sense of public 
?uty. based on a conv~CLI?~ that no one know~, nor can know so well as I do, the palt 
InsuffiCiency of Mr. FIDDle s efforts ~o fulfil his engagements; he is either deficient in 
capacity for the duty or has no heart In the work, or both are combined and naturally to 
use his own ,,:ords, lie .. ~as done ~othing." It is with extreme palll to ~yseli I write these 
words, but still I feel, dId I refraID from so ~ofng, that I should fail in what I conceive to 
b~ a bounden duty; and would, as head of thiS department, deservedly forfeit the confidence 
hitherto reposed .. 

(signed) Ro'6ert WigAt, Sllrgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

Sir, 

COPT of a LETTER from 2'. J. Finnk, 'E!I<J'" to R. Wight, Esq., 
Superintendent, .cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 

1 BAV~ the honour to request you will be good enough to despatch to me two cart-loads 
of Ameflcan cotton seed to plant on Government account, at your suggestion and to dili-
tribute to, the people who may be disposed ,to plant. ' 

Camp, Aroopoocotta, 
1'f May 184~. 

(signed) 2'. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

Revenue Department, No. 14 of 1849. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
1,. WE have the honour to transm~t, in continuation of our letters in this depart

ment, of the dates noted in the margin,· copy of a letter from Mr. Finnie, the 
cotton planter in. Tinnevelly, dated 20th January 1849, replying to the queries 
relative to the cotton cultivation of India, conveyed in your despatch, dated loth 
November 1847, No. 25. 

2. From our resolutionst your Honourable Court will observe, that, in regard to 
the improvement of internal communications, which is adverted to by Mr. Finnie, 
we have called upon the Board of Revenue in the department of Public Works, 
to report what has been done in pursuance of our orders of the 14th July 1846, 
directing the disbursement of a lac of rupees, from the surplus Devastanum funds 
in deposit in Tinnevelly~ in constructing roads, &'c., to connect the cotton districts 
with the port of Tutacorin. 

3. We also transmit copies of letters from Dr. Wight and Mr. Finnie, dated 
respectively the 20th January and, 12th February, replying to our requisition for 
a report, showing the results of their endeavours to introduce an improved 
description of cotton, and their proceedings generally with respect to thi:l culti
vation. These papers, with those already laid before your Honourable Court, 
complete the information available on the subject; and we solicit your attention 
to,the details they communicate, particularly in the report of Dr. Wight, with 
regard to the climate and season which he states to be nece~ary for the successful 
cultivation of die plant. 

4. Your Honourable Court will observe, that though some of the conclusions 
of his report are not very consistent, Mr. Finoie would appear to have little or 
no hope of the success of the American cotton in .. he part "f the country where 
he is stationed; and that, though Dr. Wight seems to have established no broad 

I principle, notwithstanding his expe!iments during the period ~e h~d. been 
employed, he and Mr. Finnie are dIrectly opposed to each other In opInIon on 
aU material points. 

fort St. George, '1 March 1849. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) By. Pottinger. 

G. iI. F. Berkley. 
D. Elliott. 

;. To the HOD. Court, 5 December 1848, No. 88; to the Hon. COUlt, 13 January 1849, No. t; 
to the Han. Court, 10 Februarv 1849, NO.5· 

t Diary to CODS., 6 March 184!:)· 
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From Surgeon R. Wiflht, Superintendent of Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir 
H. (J. Mont9omery. Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . Coimbatore, 26 January 1849. 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Consultation, No. 1342, 

nnder date 5th December 1848, calling on me (para. 16) to furnish a repert, showing the 
result of my endeavours to introduce an improved description of cotton, and my proceedings 
generally with respect to this cultivation, brought up to the conclusion of the year. 

2. The experiment for the introduction of American cotton into India was commenced 
under the tuition of American cotton planters, and for some time conducted on the plan 
they had been accustomed to follow, that of planting the land several successive seasons 
with the same plant. 

3. In course of time it was ascertained that the system of agriculture was unsuitable to 
the comparatively impoverislled lands of India, it appearing that each successive crop 
furnished progressively diminishing returns. Another defect of their agricultural system,. 
as applied to India, has also since become obvious, but was much longer of being discovered 
from not being suspected. The Mississippi soils, being principally alluvial deposits, are 
naturally very rich, and, requiring no manure, get none, except the .ashes of the plant, 
which in spring is annually burned on the ground, thereb~ restoring the greater part of the 
saline materials it had extracted from the soil. Little 1IDportance seems to have been 
attached to this proceeding in an agricultural point of view1 and had it been equally pr~ 
ticable possibly it might not have been adopted. But it is not equally practicable. in 
India, for a plant is not killed by frost as in America. The object, then, was to take as 
much as we could get off the plants, and then allow the people to clear the ground and 
carry away the stalks for firewood, preparatory to ploughing for a new crop, which was at 
once sown, the weather being favourable, often within a fortnight or three weeks after the 
first ploughing. 

4. In India, as in America, manure is but little used in cotton. agriculture, the people 
having, through long practice, ascertained that the want of it is to a great extent compen
sated by the fertilising effect of repeated ploughing for some months before committing the 
seed to the ground. They attribute this effect to " cooling" the land. For myself', I am: 
disposed to attribute it to a different cause, namely, the chemical changes brought about 
among the constituents of the soils through their free exposure for a length of time to tha 
action of light and air and ready a<lmission of moisture. 

5. This following operation, which subsequent experience has shown to be an important 
feature in Indian agriculture, was then, to' a great extent, overlooked, or, at all events, its 
value not truly estimated. It is true that, though lost sight of as an essential part of our 
agricultural system, it was of necessity practised t.o a greater or less extent,- as our lands 
were generally, weather permitting, in course of preparation for weeks or'months before 
the sowing commenced; but that being accident rather than design, the bad consequence 
of departure from it, which was often obvious in the very inferior crops of imperfectly cul
tivated land, was not for a. long time attributed to the right cause. Whether the fertilising 
effect maY' be most satisfactorily accounted for according to the native theory of cooI.ing; 
or to mine of altered chemical composition, or partly to both, I certainly think that early cuI.. 
ture exerts an important influence on, the final result, and should never be lost sight ofr 

6. Perhaps I may indicate what I think will probably, by and by,. be ascertained to be a 
third error, namely, the location of the experiment in Coimba.tore. This, however ~ is as yet 
only problematical. That part of Coimbatore in which it originated, lying on what I pre
sume may be called the extreme western boundary' of the Carnatic, is yet cut off from the 
influence of the south-west monsoon by ranges of hills, which impede the passage of rain 
by attracting the clouds, but allow the free passage of the strong wind which then pre
vails. Owing to this circumstance we rarely have a fall of rain from May, when the sun 
passes our zenith, until October, when we receive the northern rains, which, at this distance 
from the east coast are usually scanty in amount and of short duration, and, so far from the 
sea, are followed by cold dry parching east winds, proverbially unfavourable to vegetation. 
In January and February these give J?lace to warm, moist, westerly breezes, during which 
the native crop comes on rapidly, and IS abundant or otherwise, in proportion to their early 
or late commencement. Here our agricultural proceedings failed us as compared with the 
native practice. Their lands were never scourged with two consecutive crops of cotton, 
and were ploughed with the :May rains,. while ours had to be done with the October ones,. 
which not only threw us behind with our work, but lost us the best part of the rains, and 
forced us, as. the natives term it,. to sow "hot" ground. These defects we did not leam 
at the right time~ 

7. Such were the drawbacks nnder which the experiment was commenced, and I am now 
sorry to add pursued, for several years. The unavoidable want of success after the:first 
two years, for the second was peculiarly favourable until January, when a very unusual 
storm ruined our prospects by destroying the bulk of the crop, led tn a change of the 

.system and locality. 
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8. At Ooodoomalacottah, about 40 miles south of Cpimbatore, lying immediately under 
another, tange of, hills, the climate is generally drier~ but the lands better, and there, 
during the first, two crops, the returns were satisfactory, amounting to about 300 lbs. per 
acre; the third year there was a. great. falling oft'. The farm there was principa.lly bla.ck 
cotton soil, which, so far as our experience extends, does 'not answer so well for American 
cotton as the light or rathe~ sandy-brown 10amB to be met with all over the country. and 
common in the pt;esentJocationm our farms. ~.From the former our.crops, h"vc rarely, if 
ever, exceeded 300.lbs. per acre, even in the most favourable circumstances, whereas on
the other, we have .repeatedly, had as high as 600, and once 1,000lbs. per acre. :M:r. 
W roughton on OJ;le occasiolll obtained' from' a field, nearly .20 acres in extent, upwards of 
1,1001bs. per acre, but that was, l think, accidental, attributable to the very favourablo 
season, which kept it in bearing until the unusually late period of July. 

V. I have this season got that field, whi~h IS now undergoin~ a course of careful fallow
ing, as a preparation for 'next year's crop, and then I shall consIder myself well repaid with 
half the quantity. . , 

10. The ':l?rogressi~eli dim!.nishing returns in the· 'immediate vicinity of Coimbatore, 
induced me Hl 18~5 ,to remove the farms' thence to new ground lying about 10 miles to th~ 
south-w~st, beyond the extremity ,of the ra~ge ,of Ipountains above alluded to, and open to 
the influence' ~f the south-west ,mons?on., Here ;rre usually have rain enough to admit of 
the ground belng PlJt under a c01?-rse .of preparatIOn some months before the proper sowin,$. 
season, and that particular season we, commenced ploughing our first field in May. n 
was therefore ill excellent condition' when sown the end of July, and the soil being 
good, yielded a crop in proportion; nearly 1,000Ibs. per acre. Some other early ploughed 
and sown fields, but inferior as regards the quality of the soil, also yielded satisfactory 
crops, amounting in some instances to 500Ibs., while others again which could not be got 
ready before ,Se,Ptember, and were' immediately sown, altogether failed. The failure was 
at the tim~ attriouted to w:a.nt of r:¥n, the dry weather having commenced about the time 
they were sown; but I now suspect want of early preparation, Heat of the soil had" 
perhaps as much, or perhaps more to do with, the disappointment; as I am now quite con,. 
vinced, from much consideration of the past and recent observations, directed expressly to 
that, question, that early culture exerts much influence on the subsequent crop. 

11. The second season (1846-47) on the new ground proved an unfortunate one. The 
rains did not commence until June, and were of short duration. No time, however, was 
lost in making the moat of them; but from July until February no rain.fell, the count~ 
generally was burned up, even the irrigated crops failed for want of water. The total fall 
of rain registered during 15 months in Coimbatore, was only 6, inches. Under thoso 
circumstances,' the crop unavoidably was a short one, amounting only to 19 bales. 

12. The third s~ason commenced more favourably, copious April rains enabled us to 
plough early, a.nd commence sowing towards the end of June and early in July; one field. 
as an experiment, so early as the end of May. The crops generally were unusually fine up 
to about the middle of October. At that time the northern rains commenced and never 
ceased for three days ~gether. until nearly the end of December. Much of the large crop 
was altogether lost, and of that harvested a great portion was much injured. Notwith
standing the very favourable prospects with which we commenced, the total outturn for 
the' year only amounted to 105 bales, scarcely one-fourth of what we should have had, had 
the season been such as 1845 -46. 

13. The crop of the present year threatens to be a very short one, though the season has 
,been, uponthe whole, a favourable oIl;e, c~rtainly not unfavourable. 

14. In the course of last year I was strongly urged from home by persons acquainted 
with the plant in its native country, to ttY the plan of sowing with the early sp~g raiIL!' 
The previous year I had done so on one field, and succeeded beyond my expectatIOns, until 
the late rains set in. The proposal had been submitted to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
and so far approved of, that they forwarded it with a Minute, expressive of their approba.
tion. Under these circumstances, I would not hesitate to give it the fullest trial. The 
result has not been such as my too sanguine expectations led me to anticipate; but it has 
notwithstanding, proved about the most instructive expcriment we ~ave yet mad~. .The 
deductions from it have, it appears to me, led to a better understandmg of the. pnnclples 
which must guide us in the cultivation of the American cotton plant in India than we 
have yet attained. ' 

15. This experiment, which, a.t my request, was tried over a wide extent of country, has 
established the fact, that India is not, as alleged, too hot for the Mexican cotton plan4 
since it bore unharmed, in the Carnatic, the hot land-winds of May and June, Seconcl1y, 
we have learned that the climate is not too dry, as also alleged, since it is found 80 tena
cious of life that it not merely survived a. four months uninterrupted drought, but on the 
occurrence of rain at the end of that time, grew vigorou5ly, and produced a good crop. 
Rence, as su9h. protracted droughts are rare, we have little to fear on that account. 

16. Thirdly, it has afforded' ground for suspicion that the cultivating season of India, 
so far from being too hot, is ,actually, if anything, too cold, as there seems strong reason for 
believing that the pll!-nt is more injured by a reduction of a few degrees of mean tempera-

, tUfe 
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tive than by a considerable excess. Ail this. however, is a new suggestion, it seems 
necessary to state some of the grounds on which it rests, so that others may be enabled to 
judO'e whethp.r I have allowed myself to be misled. The meteorological re!rlster kept on 
the o~'arm~ is unfortunately n?t so perfect a.s I could wish? I shall not therefore lay.much 
stress on It. thouO'h I do not mtend to set It altogether asIde. But now that the subJect is 
surrO'ested, more ~nre is being bestowed to ensure accuracy for the future. The idea first 
o~~rred to me from remarking the great difference between cold exposed and warm 
sheltered fields, and even between portions of the same field. Again, I observed. on the 
change of the monsoon, after a northerly rain had cealled, when the thermometer, suspended 
in the house, sunk daily to between 600 and 65°, that all our young plants, the pro
duce of October sowing, ceased to grow, acquiring the appearance of diminutive stunted 
shrubil, thouO'h the soil was abundantly moist. That the change was caused by cold 
seemed etitabI'ished by the fact of those growing in low, warm exposures having attained their 
full size. 

17. 'Vhile reflecting on these adverse appearances, and in my own mind attributinf'l' 
them to cold, but unable, from want ~f a meteorological register of the cotton-growmg 
states or America, to work out the problem. I received the ,. Gardener'il Chronicle" of the 
23d September last, containing the ,1esiderated register. ~\ short extract from that 
register, placed side by side with a similar extract from the Meteorolo~cal Register of 
Madras, will show that my surmises are not without foundation. In MiSSIssippi the sowing 
commences in April. In the.Carnatic, the latter half of September, or even the beginning 
of October, may be considered the best time. The three following lines of fi!!ures show 
the cotton l'eason in three distinct localities, viz., 1. Vera Cruz, one of its nativ~ districts ~ 
2d, Natchez, in Mississippi; and, 3d, the Carnatic: 

, April. May. June. I July. August. Sept. I October. 

1-----
I 

80·:-1 V. C., N. Latitude IIlO 12· i 71'18 80'42 81'86 I 81'50 8240 78'U 

N atche?, N. Latitude 311. I 6993 72'72 80'62 81'78 80'13 74'91l 64"08 

October. Nov. Dec. iJanuary. Feb.' March. April. , 
Madras, N, Latitude 130 4; !S2'02 78'39 76'3 I 75"0 77"7 80'8 83'7 I I 

A glance at these three lines of figures will, I think, satisfy even the most prej~diced, 
that it is not excess of temperature we have to contend with in the introduction of the 
American cotton plant into India, but rather the want of it, In Natchez they sow with a 
comparatively low mean temperature (about 70°), which gradually rises from month to 
month until July, when it has reached nearly 82°. In the course of that month the plant 
has almost attained maturity; and when the pickings are approaching their maximum in 
August, it is still as high as we have it in March, our hottest and best pickin~ season. 

18. 'With us the case is different; we have to sow with a comparatively high tempera
ture, which gradually diminishes as the plant advances to maturity, when it stands most in 
want of heat and light. It thus happens that the young plant is at the outset of life 
stimulated by strong light and high temperature, neither of which is sustained through the 
growing season; and in January and FE'bruary, when the state of the crop calls.for a high 
temperature, we have it about the lowest, nearly seven degrees below the mean tempera
ture of Mississippi at the same stage of the crop. This is a state of things that must, to 
a ~eater or less extent, prove injurious to the health of a plant so tenacious of heat and 
light. though I am unable to say to what extent • . 

19. Sowing in May and June goes far to obviate this difficulty, but has to encounter a. 
greater in the circumstance of being in full crop when the October rains set in, High 
temperature, when the incidental dryness of the air is moderated by an occasional shower, 
is not inimical to the health of the Mexican cotton plant, but dark and rainy weather 
durin~ the hanest season is most injurious, nay destructive, to the crop. It is therefore 
incumbent on us always to bear in mind that the harvest is the most important sea.8on, and 
that it behoyes us, if we would command success, so to manage the sowing and growing 
seasons as to bring on the han"est during dry clear weather. To accomplish this, we must 
recollect that the plant requires nearly four months to bring it into full bearin~, and that 
the haryest is prolonged to between two or three months or longer, according to the 
season, 

20. Keeping these facts in yiew, the culture of tlle American plant is greatly simplified. 
The first question to be determined is the course of the seasons in the place we are going 
to cultivate. 'Ve know that the plant must, in common with all others, have a spring or 
season of germination, a summer or growing season, an autumn or ripening season, and a 
winter or season of rest, In America these seasons of the plant correspond with the natural 
seasons of the year, but in this country they do not. The season of germination, or spring, 
requires but a moderate quantity of moisture; that of growth, or summer, calls for more 
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liberal supplies; while that of harvest, or autumn, little or none. That period of the 
season which represents the autumn in North America. is c'luivalent to the aprin .... in 
cotton.agriculture~ in India, and so ?n; o~r cotto~ spring an~ summer. occurring d,~ring 
the ralUY season, IS abnndan~ly hUlDld, or mdeed.ls too wet, With rather too little hea.t to 
compensate for the extra mOIsture. But, SUppOillDg the plant well grown, and its ('rop f.lr 
advanced when the rains cease, it is my belief it will not, in its subsequent Btn!?C>J 8uffer 
much from the cold, and the later portions of the crop will always be got well in.'" , 

21. It has been proposed, to avoid the drawback of having to encounter a dimini"hin'" 
in place ·of increasing, ran~e of temperature in the earlier stages, to sow in Yovember a;J 
December, and the plan IS in 'course of being tried in the Tanjore district; I think it 
probable it will succeed there under the influence of the humid sea-breezes and latter rains' 
:here it has not !;Ieen much tried, and the success has not been encoura".in"',owin'" to th~ 
dryness of the air and peculiarly parching east wind which prevails duringOthe eo;chllling 
months of the year. 

22. In thos~ portions of the Pe:qinsula. subject t() the'south-west monsoon I find the 
proper sowing season is July and AllgWt,. that is, towards the conclusion of the south-west 
monsoon. By this arrangement we avoid the heavy rains of that monsoon, anll part:lkc of 
the lighter ones of the north-east. The cotton plant requires very little rain after it is 
once well &bo'Ve gl'ound; it is thp-refore very desirable to avoid. the heavy rains of the earlier 
monsoons, the subsequent lighter ones being quite sufficient: our earliet' l!C1win"'lI this 
year had. both; and thourO'h the aggregate faU was not more than desit'able to realitlC ~ crop, 
yet we had too much. mean by that, that the rains oC the south-west monsoon bl'ouO"bt 
the plant into full bearing just as the north-east set in, which last injured all the pOll" then 
ready to burst. To show that this is Iio mere speculative deduction, I may mcntlOn thllt a. 
small field of Petil Gulph seed (about a quarter of an acre), sown in AuO'ust, ha'J nlwuly 
yielded 4001bs. of seed-cotton, and that two fields of Mr. 'V roughton's, ~own the enll of 
July and beginnin~ of August, have yielded crops far superior to the generality of ours, 
not that they produce more, but because they received the northern rain~ when in a 
growing state, whereas ours got them when in full pick, causing the losi! of IJrobably moro 
than half the crop then on the ground. 

23. Assuming tha.t the principles here explained are correct deductions from the twts 
stated, the principal applications may be summed up in few words. The followinno brier 
extract from a letter I recently addressed to Mr. Shubrick, of Ganjam, furnishes, {think, 
a. comprehensive summary of them, as applicable to the Carnatic. 

24. "'raking the Madras Meteorological Register as ou~ standard, the principles for the 
cultivation of the America.n cotton plant in India may be thus briefly stated. View the 
month of September' and first half of October as its Spring, or sowing season; November, 
December, and January a.s its Summer, or growing season; February, March a.ml April u 
its Autumn, or harvest; and~ lastly, from the beginning of May until September as ita 
Winter, or season of rest, during which the la.nd is to be well fallowed and prepared for the 
reception of seed on the return of its Spring in September." 

25. To save the trouble of reference to the original, I append ,a copy of the register 
~xtra.cted from the almanack, contenting myself in this place with the monthly means or 
heat and rp,in from July until March, that being the period of active operations in the cul
tivation of a crop of' cotton: 

I Sept. Oet, No\,. I Dec. 

I 83'3T 82' T8'30 733 

4' 11'12 1-1'13 "'61 
I 

.January. March. -r APriL-

~-;;~r~;-
1"19 'OJ!'71 

Thermometer 

RaID -

From this Table it will be seen that in the averaO'e run of seasons, there is sufficient rain for 
carrying on all agricultural operat.ions continuou~y from the beginning of July uutil the end 
of December. The subsequent four months are nearly dry; cotton m~y.be sown from the 
"beginning of September until the ~iddle of October; aft~r that tim~ It 18 less safe, as the 
rains are apt to be so abundant, that if the seed has not germmated, and 18 a~()ve ground when 
such heavy falls occur, it is liable to rot in the ground from exces~ of m~lsture. Towardi 
the latter end of November an opportunity is usually offered of sowmg agl!'lD for a late crop; 
but my impression is, it will be found an uncertain one, for the ground bemg t.hen saturated 
with water, and the plant undin ... nourishment near the surface, does not stnke deep root. 
a.nd will be apt, when the cold ru; weather sets in, to be impeded in its growth through the 
conjoint operation of cold and want of moisture. 

26. That part of this district occupied by our farms is under the influenCe of the Bou!h-west 
monsoon. Here the first rains fa.ll in April and May, and the bulk of the monsoon 10 J nne 
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and July, with occasional "howers in August and September. In October the northern 
rains occur, but rarely exceed a few days' duration. November is usually a clear warm dry 
month. In December, cold· dry parching winds set in, and continue with more or less 
intensity until February, when they give IJlace to soft humid westerly breezes. It is during 
the prevalence of this last, that the native crops are harvested, and often we also then obtain 
a. large portion of our crop. 

27. Such beinrr the course of our seasons, I consider July and early in August the best 
sowing season. 9rhe crops are then in the most favourable state for benefitinO' by 'the 
northerly rains, and almost immediately they are over, picking begins, and contin~es, with 
occasional intermissions, until the rains set in in April or May. I learn from a O'entleman 
some years resident in Cochin, that his acquaintance with the climate of that co~t induce~ 
him to follow a similp,r course there. }'Ir. Shubrick writes me from G:mjam, " Our rains are 
nearly synchronous with tho~e of Malabar, beginning about the first week in June, and 
termlllating about the beginning of November." , 

It appears to me the land should be ploughed in May and June, and the secd sown in 
any convenient break in August, which would give it the benefit of the rains of September 
and October, allowing the first pods to open in November, the crop coming to perfection 
durh;g the bri~ht and tranquil weather closing that month, and prevailing throughout the 
ensumg ones 01 December, January, February and March. 

28. Under the guidance of these principles to suit particular localities, it appears to me 
Amcrican cotton may be profitably cultivated throughout the Peninsula, excepting perhaps 
on the hi"h table lands, where the climate is too cold. I state this exception, for I am now 
quite sati;fied we have more reason to apprehend failure from diminution than from excess 
of heat. This is clearly shown by some of our late sown fields, the plants on all of wQich 
are exceedingly diminutive, and !ilI, I fear, cont~ue so, unless ai~ed by a shower or two~ 
followed by wann weather. TheIr appearance qUIte corresponds WIth 1\11'. Mercer's descrip
tion of the Dharwar crops, confirming the impression I have for some time entertained, that 
that climate is unfavourable to the full develo~ment of the plant, simply from want of 
~~ . . 

29. Considering the principles clearly established, and the practice simplified to the 
utmost that it can be, I am now exerting myself to give extension by the natives to the' 
culture of the exotic through the formation of a numbl'r of small farms, each of froUl 20 to 
50 acres, to be cultivated under the direction of our natire maistrieEt, by hired labour, in 
hope of familiarizing all classes of cultivators with it, and satisfying them that its cultiva
tion by their own implements is just as cheap, easy, and certain as that of the native plant, 
while the produce i$ m'J.ch more valuable: I moreover contempbte, after this year, dimi
nishing the extent of our own farms, to allow of more 'leisure for superintending the smaller 
detached ones. For the present year I cannot alter our plans, as all our lands are already 
taken, and most of them have been once or oftener ploughed, thereby insuring for them 
very perfect cultivation, which doubtless they will amply repay. 

30. Further, it is my intention 'to prepare a new circular, explanatory of the results 
obtained from the last, and distribute fresh supplies of seed, ,vhich, I trust, when sown by 
the natives along with their own seed, will tend to satisfy them, by the result, that it is the 
most profitable plant of the two to cultivate. In that way it has been widely introduced 
into Dharwar, though the climate, 83 indicated by the diminutive size of the plants, is an 
unfavourable one. Here I have been endeavouring to induce them to cultivate by the 
offer of high prices, and during two seasons apparently with considerable success, judging 
from the quantity offered for sale; but the extensive failure last season seems to have 
deterred most of those who had commenced from going on this one. ~l'he best kind of soil, 
too, is not yet well understood by them; but that will soon become known, and as being 
among the cheapest in the district; light and sandy, the assessment averaging about a rupee 
the cawney, gives still greater promise of this plant soon becoming a favourite. 

31. I have appended three Meteorological Tables; 1st, that for 1\1adras; 2d, that for 
Vera Cruz, one of the native districts of the Mexican cotton plants; and, lastly, one for eight 
of the cotton-growing states of N ortb America. 

Coimbatore, 26 January 1849. 
(signed) Robt. Jright, Surgeon, 

Superintdt. Cotton Farm. 
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IN order to have a. precis~ idea of the climate o( the most favourable cotton districts, an~ for the advantage of compadng them with that of other countri~into which it may be wislled to 
introduce the Amel'ican cotton. we select from PI'ofeasor Dove's Tables, as published by the British Association, the following mean temperatures of places in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, as indicated by their initia} letters~" The Gal'dener's Cru'onicle," 23 September 1,848 : 

___ ' __ -________ ~ N. Long. w·1 J"."1' J Fob"",,,. I Much·I..:,u·1 M·1. ~ ... ·l JUIy.j A.guo. l_s_e_p~f·_:I __ o_c_t._,_.:I,_N_O_V"':_I~'" I Yv-::,. 
1. Galveston, '1'. • • 
2. New O .. leans, L. • 
a. Mobile, A. • -
4. Baton Rouge, L, • 
6, Jackson, L, - • 
6, Houston, T. - • 

t7. Natchez, M. • • 
8. Wicksbul'g. l\I, • . • 

29- 18' 
29° 5S' 
aoo 12' 
30" 26' 
30° 51' 
8la 54' 
31 a 84' 
32° 24' 

96° I' 
90° 7' 
87· 09' 
91° 18' 
91° l' 
95° 66' 
91" 25' 
91° 6' 

60'3 
66'76 
66'40 
52'37 
47'6 
0;;'2 
50'13 
51'40 

62'0 
68'39 
.;7'37 
51'86 
49'4 
60' Ii 
60'80 
63'72 

76'0 
66'38 

'65'64 
-o"'}6 
56'6 
68'7 
1l~'2 
63'99 

73'2 
72'41 

! 70'00 
08'99 
66'4 

, 72'7 
60'ea 
74'01 

83'5 
77'26, 
76'36 
76'68 
70'8 
83'5 
72'12 
76'84 

86'6 
81"18 
82'i7 
82'0 
78'7 
80'1 
80'6:1 
80'65 

88'2 
82'22 
82'41 
8Q'1 
81'7 
84'2 
81'78 
82'48 

88',) 
82'12 
82'";3 
82'04 
70'0 
81'4 
80'13 
RO'l1 

87'1 
71)'42 
,8'04 
76'58 
,5'1 
83'5 
74'99 
76'40 

64'2 
69'71 
60'1)7 
60'84 
67'4 
72'3 
6N8 
04'02 

60'1 
58'11 
61'50 
62'47 
50'0 
62'3 
65'23 
65'26 

50'4 
52'26 
56'50 
50'SO 
48'4 
60'0 
40'00 
60'01 

74'03 
00'80 
60'02 
68'18 
64'25 
78'03 
66'10 
67';;6 

To compal'8 with th,ese, we shaH further adduce, from the same Tablest the mean temperature of places on the Atlantic Coast, B~ in Florida, Georgia, and Carolina, as well as in the 
intcriol' of the two last: ~ i -;: 

--
0, St. AuguI'tine, F, 
o. Savannah, G, • 1 

1 
1 
1 

, 1 

I, Chal'lston, C, · 2, FOl't Johnston, C, 
3. Columbia, C, · 
4" Augusta, G, · 

V('rll Croll -
Madras - · 

· · · · --
· · 

Lat" N. 

· 20° GO' 

- 32" 6' 

• 3i" 4;' 

- 31° 0' 

· 3"" 0' - 33" 28' 

': I 
10° 12' 
:3° " 

Long, W, January, Februal'Y, f March. 

------
81G 27' 60'73 84.'97 67'00 
81" 10' 62'li 63'74 61'19 
70° 57' 40'01 62'80 6834 
78· 6' 61'42 62'10 60'62 
80· 5S' 37'7 U'O 47'3 
81" M' 4,j'09 '7'63 63'60 I 

I 

00° O· 00'08 71'60 

I 
73'40 

I 80· u'E 75'6 77'7 80'S 

. 

Oct. r NOV.' I April, IIay. June, July, August, Sept. .Dec. Year. 

----- - - -I--
I 

70'06 76'89 8l'41 81'81 82'67 l!O'I5 73'83 63'56 60'02 72:13 
67'36 73')4 77'80 82'23 82'09 7ii'06 06'02 67'20 60'60 66'70 
63'20 '15'10 78'86 80'70 80'15 '4'3 60'7- 68'6 61'8 65'01 
65'28 73'70 78'08 81'57 80'30 76'32 60'11 60'13 53'83 66'06 
62'2 67'3 72'4 76'1 

I 
16'0 00'3 6:1-2 13'7 30';') 57'00 

62'34 60'3R 7i'72 70'4.1 75'05 '12'06 60'3) 54.'23 13'J5 I OJ'OO 

1-;"" 
- I 

77'18 

I 
80'42 81'60 

1 
82'40 8006 I 78'44 ,-:.;;;-/ 7J'06 

! 
-

83'7 811'8 8770 8~'3 U'6 83'31 I 8202 ,78'39 76'03 8l'60 
! I . 
; 

... 
\0 
'0 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER for Madras. extracted from the M~ra.s Almanack for 1848. 

. 
I I JaDuary February. l\larcl •• April. May. JUDe. 

DATE. 

Thor. &in. --.:=::-.1 &in. 77.,r. Rain. Tiler. &.n. I Thtf'. R4 ••• TIlCT'. Rcun. -- -- -
1 to 10 - - noS O_jiG 16-8 0'03 19-8 0-02 82.., "00 1 8511 0-32 88-5 o-~" 

10 to 20 - - 1a-' o'n 11-8 0-00 &0-1 on 83-7 0-08 I oo-s 0-11 88'4 0-49 

20to30- - 15-1/ 0-11 18'S I 0-01 81-8 0-a8 84-1 0-26 I 81-1 UCla 81-3 0-63 

Mean - - 16-' 1-10 11-1 I '4 80'8 '71 83-7 ~40 

:1 
86-8 '1-8 il1"70 1'46 

! 
11a:tin:um 86-0 81-0 

I 
90'2 9'-7 992 - .. - ,- - . - . - - 98-2 -

Minimum . 65-0 - - 66-0 I- - 69-1 - . 111'.& - 18-5 -, .. - 91'4 -I 

July, AU!1ust. September. October. Novembl'r. December. 
DATE 

_, __ ~ __ Th_~_, _1 __ ' _R_4,_n,_ .2~'..!ai". 1_~_h_,_r._!_R_4_an_.'_[:-...:..'_T"'_r._II_R_"_'"_' ~I~ ~~_~ 
i 1~0 846 1''1'1 84.'11 1'40 ,83-1 265 I 79-7 \ '--19 17'3 2-23 1 to 10. 

10 to 20-

20 to ,30 -

Mean. -

Maxiinum 

MiDimum 

1'21 8.&'6 l'lil 83-' 1'25 82-0, 243 I 78-8 I 6-09 16'1 1-80 

N2 84-0 1'48 83'2 I I-OS I 81'1 0'0-1 i 78-2 1- 4-55 15'1 0-38 

3-13 84-6: 4'76 83'31 4'00 I 82'02 11-12 78-39 14'13.1 16-3 4-61 

- 92" - - 92-0' - _ - I 91'05 .. - 81-0. 84'0_ 

73'4 .. - 12'3 I_ - l 706 - - 67-6 .. .1 66'8 
I I 

(True copies,) 

(si;,ned) -}l. C. Mon~go""ry, S~. to GuVernment. 

(No. '35.) 

From 'P. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F, TrlOmas~ Esq" Chief Seet'etary 
to Government, Fort S1. George. 

Sir, -
I HAVE the 'honour to forward, for submission to Government, a. repOl't from ~Ir. Finnie, 

cotton planter, received yesterday, furnished by him agreeably to para. 16 of the Extract 
from :Minutes of Consultation, dated 5th December 1848, No. 1342. 

(signed) F. B. Elton; 
Tinnevelly, 12 February 1849. "Acting Collector. 

(No. 207.) 

From T. J. Finnie, Esq" Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, 
Tinnevelly, 

Sir, 
IN complial!ce with tIle requisition of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, 

recorded in the 16th para. of the Minutes of Consultation, No. 1342, under date the 5th 
December 1848, I have the honour to submit the following report on the result of my 
proceedings, having for their object the improvement of the cotton of this country . 

. 2, The course of procedure I have adopted is already known to Governmen4 by the 
various cOIIUDunications which have been laid before it; and, without dwelling at length 
()n the detail operations, I shall give the results. I may remark, however, that the plan 
I have pursued has had for its object the development of agriculture in all its varied rela
tions to commerce, and the employment of capital with the greatest advantage to the 
parties concerned, from the ryot producer to the consumer, which is the grand aim and 
acme of industry j and whether we attain them by natural means or mechanic agency, 
matters little,; if we ultimately arrive at the true_ solution of the problem in reference to 
the possibility of improving and extending the culture, and preparing the cotton of this 
country for the English market, whether by the introduction of new varieties,. or .the 
improvement of the indigenous produce, bot~ Of which have received due attention, with 
what present ~uccess the sequel will show. ' 
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3. The ~uperior. quality, ~he greater fee:undity, Il;nd quicker ~ro'~th of the "upland'" 
cotton, which obtams the hlghest favour In America, renders ~ts mtroduction into aU 
countries capable of producing it an object of the fir<'t importance when it is ooll8idered 
in reference to its intrinsic value, and in connection with the wants of the rapidly increas
ing population of the whole world, to whom it is indispen!'ablc as an article of clothin ... 
which nothing else can so we.ll or' S? cheap.l~ supply. With,~hiil "iewof the subject,"'i 
have exerted my best efforts WIth. anXlOUS solicitude to ensure Its 8UCCef!S in this country 
in the only effectual. way, ,·iz., by inducing the people tocultinte it. They, theryots,· are 
cultivating it to a limited extent, partly at their own risk, and partly by the bounty which 
I, keeping in ,iew the mercantile nature of the businelOs, thought it ri .... ht to alford them. 
BuJ; from the fact that the plant is much more luxuriant and prolific, and tlle produce finer 
in the climate and in the soil of the souiliem portion of the United States than it was i; 
the arid impoyerish~ plains ~f Mexico, frOID whence it was brought, proves that a lecu
liar cllbtate IS reqUITed for Its fuU and perfect de,·elopment. That the climate 0 tlW 
part of the country does not so develop it, is manifest to the least experienced eye, when 
viewing it as it stands at present in its squalid misery, in juxta-position with the fiourishin .... 
plant that is peculiar to the country. <> 

4. The prospect of the successful growth of the foreign nriety ~ at'present not en('our
aging. But 1 have lately observed a decided improvement in the appearance of the 
plants that are growing in a piece of very good land, which was formerly cultivated in 
paddy; but, for 'Want of water, it is no longer so cultinted, and I hue gathered some good 
cotton from this little field; there is, however, but little improvement in the planu grow in .... 
in the poorer cotton soil; but the matter is in the hands of the ryots, and if' they are satisfied 
to continue the culture, the pL'lnt will Bo!>n be cultivated extensively in the plains. 

5. At Courtallum, a,1ittle valley that has the benefit, in some degree, of both the S. W. 
and N.E, lhonsoons, t~e success is far more satisfactory; but the cultivation is very limited, 
ana attended to by a native, I being at a distance from the place. The result there is, a 
little good cotton at a large expense in proportion to the quantity. The llCople in the imme
diate neighbourhood are not likely to adopt the culture of the article to any extent; their 
lands being occupied with other things, no great benefit could result from it, e'·en if every 
'acre in that favoured spot was cultinted in cotton, and the plantation mitTht be abofuhed; 
the expense. however, is not great, and I shall make it a mere depot fo:' seed, and try to 
induce the people to sow the cotton among the palmyra trees to the south, where it thrives 
better than anywhere else in. the plains, from the protection the trees afford the plant. 

6. I may remark here that the cause of' the failure of the American plant in the North 
Western Provinces may be-attributed to the combined effects of alternate ~easons of ex
cessive humidity and extreme drought and seyere cold. The occasional exce~si, e wet 
weather, when insects deyour the plants, followed by the withering blasts of hot air, peculiar 
to that part ofilie country, is very injurious to the plant. If the rain there was succeeded 
by mild warm weather, the plant would then grow well;, but often the ,,·eather is Tery hot 
for a time during the day, and then commence the cold nights, with a bleak N.'",. wind, 
which in a dry climate affects the health of the plant very materially. The same degree 
of cold in a humid clima.te would nol injure it; but in tha.t dry climate the leaves II burn," and 
the plants sicken, and become feeble, and the embryo fruit falls to the ground. 

7. In this part of the country (Southern India), the cold niO'hts that prevail, after a 
scanty monsoon, affect the plant as above described; but if we had occasional showers of 
rain from the 1st of February, when the weather becomes warm, and could al"oid tIle ravages 
of insects, the American cotton would succeed here admirably; but in the absence of rain, 
I repeat, that I fear we cannot expect it to become the staple of this country. But the ryots 
will soon decide the matter, and I shall rejoice if the American cotton succeeds here equal 
to the wibhes of the best friends of the enterprize, of whom I am chief, and the most in
terested perhaps of all, who ardently desire its success. 

8. That the indigenous cotton of iliis country is capable of extension, and that better culture 
would ensure more ample returns to the cultiyator, canDllt he doubted, and this the people 
will gradually see as the business becomes DlOre important, and greater system owrretl in 
its management. But I do not think: that any degree of culture would materially improve 
the staple in this climate. That attention tv the due separation of qualities would insur& a 
large quantity of a most useful and valuable article, is reduced, to a certninty, and I believe 
much more attention is now given to the quality than hitherto. from the fact that the agents 
at Tuta.eorin informed me that more good clean cotton had been received there during the 
2eason now closin ... than was eTef known before, which afioros me grounds to hope that my 
humble efforts to ~nvinoe the people of the importance of cleaning their cotton properly, 
has not been without effect, and that a. general improvement is likely to occur; but perse
verance depends much on the encoUl'agement the people receive, and the inducement offered 
to keep the qualities umnixed: if they make more by .selling the qualities separate, than by 
selling them mixed, they will keep them separate, and much unadulterated cotton ma.y be 
exported from this country. ' 

. ~h 

" 

• See !be accompanying list or names or pat"tiea 80 engaged. 
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9. In reference to the mode of separating the seed from the fibre, I am satisfied that the 
churka is a much more efficient instrument than is generally supposed, and I do not believe 
that a better will soon be found for the simple, but, in native estimation, time-hallowed 
machine. The churka is well adapted to separate the seed from, the cotton: the separation 
of thE!' dirt and tra~h, and rotton loeb, from the seed cotton, must be the object of care 
prior to the use of the machine;' and for the separation of the remaininO' small particles a 
subsequent process is required, \\ hieh iii merely the beating the fibre ~n cots, that ano~'s 
the impurities to fall below it, and gives the cotton II. lively and fine appearance, and makes 
it really clean and beautiful, as clean as the cotton generally in America. This·is done by 
hand, and is tedious; but where there are so ruany people whose time is not valuable, the 
work is ultimately performed at II. cheaper rate than maehinery would accompliiih it, when 
the CObt of the instrument and all its appurtenances are considered. I write advisedly in 
making this remark; I have not taken up the position hastily, but after a careful analysis 
of the Ioubject in all its bearings, and I am prepared to defend the conclusion at which I have 
arrived. But as results are what are now callell for, I shall not enter on the subject further 
in this place. 

10. In referenS!e to the use of the American gin, I ean give no hope of its ultimate 
adoption by the- people, and no European merchant can ever carryon operations in seed 
cotton. It is well to continue the use of the m.lchine until the European advocates for its 
use have l,ecome satisfied on the subject. I base my objections to the use of the gin solely 
on the expense attending its use" for, as a. merchant, l must keep an eye, on the profit and 
lOllS account. 

11. 'While I cannot, after my best attention, give much hope of the success of the 
,American cotton, and none at all of the'American gin, in this part of the country, I can 
declare that 1 look with high hope to th,e indigenous cotton and the native ch.urka, if duly 
enconraged, to llccomplish for India. that which neither the exotic plant Dar the for~ign 
machinery can ever, I fear. insure for heq viz., the extension and improvement of 'the 
cotton of her soil, and the consequent pro!<perity of her" poor ryots." 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter. 
Aroopoocottah, 20 January 1849. , 

LIST of RYOTS who are engaged in cultivating AMERICAN COTTON in 1848, in different 
parts of the Country. 

Through Seva Soobramaneya Pillay, Head ~1 an of Aroopoocottah. 

Sunkaralin~um -
Perman Nalker -
Chundruppa Naiker 
Mooka Naiker -

At Pooliemputty: 

- 1 chain ofland. Meenatehee Pillay -
- 1 ditto. Soobah Naiker -

i ditto. Veeralinddren 
- 1 ~ ditto. N umbermall 

- :! chain of land. 
- Ii ditto. 

~ ditto. 
- Ii, ditto. 

Through Terupully Naiker, of Koomelungolum, 

Runganmunar Naiker. 2 chainsofland. I Gopallakistnama. Naiker -
Venketroyaloo N aieker 2 ditto. Sinmun Chi tty - -
Venketa Naidoo - l ditto. Teruppully Naiker - -
Varadoppa N aiker l ditto . 

2 chains onand. 
1 ditto. 
8 • ditto. 

Soobah Nniker • 
Penana Tavon 
Annamalay Nadan 
Soontbararajicugar 
Samynada Pillay. 

Paupoo N'aiker .' 
N aranuppa N aiker 

.At Aroopoocotta: 

i chain of land. Mootoo Curpen 
. t tlitto. Mootoo 'Naiker 
- i ditto. Eroolandy 
- 1t ditto. Ooth~ Naiker 

i ditto. 

At Kunja Naiikenputty: 

• :! chain of land. I Poochee Naiker 
t ditto. , 

At Setty Coorchee : 

Putte~ Ramien - -:! chain of land. I Pullava ~aiker 
,Sunkerlingum Pillay - j ditto. 

At Annianuckoo Nuttum: , 

t chain of land. 
t ditto. 
k ditto. 

. t ditto. 

... 'H chain ot' land. 

- i chain of land. 

,Samy N aiker . i chain of land. 

A1yavanuu Moothaliar .. 

,2g6-Sess. 2. 

At Punthulgoody : 

CC4 

- 1 chain' of land. 
At 
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At Sett1.[lutty: 
, 

Sethumbara N adan .. 1- chain of land. 

At Sethumbarapoorum: 

Mootoocurpa ~ adan - 1 chain of land. 

Oorcavala Mooppen - i chain of land. 

At Parattynuttum: 

Terookana Tanen t chain of land. 

Aroonachellum -

Pothee Naiker 
Gopall :N aiker 

At Poorungattanputty:-

.. 1 chain of land. I V ceruppa N aiker .. 

At Sevacassee: 

.. t chain of land. I Alugheny Naiker .. 
1 ditto. Seetharama Naiker-

At Verduputty: 

2 chains of land. 

.. i chain of land. 
i ditto.' 

Veeramoorty Ro\vtcr ." 1 chain of land. I Peihoo Naiker .. - i chain of land. 
Petha Chetty .. .. 1 ditto. Vytheyalingum Pillay .. f ditto. 
Chockama. Naiker .. 1 ditto,. Chimrasawmy Thumberan i ditto. 

At Kareputty : 

Seethurama Naiker .. 1 chain of land. I Soly}looppen .. 1 chain of land. 

(signed) T. J. F. 

(No. 218.) 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under dato' 1 March 1849. 

Read the following letters: 

From the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly. 

[Hero enter 20th January 1849, No. 16.] 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 
[Here enter 26th January 1849.] 

From the Acting Collector of Tinnevel1y • 

• [Bere enter 12th February 1849, No. 35.] 

Para. 1. THE Right honourable the Governor in Council observes, that the first of the 
above communications furnishes the replies of l\Ir. Finnie to the queries of the HonourabJe 
Court of Directors upon the cotton cultivations of India; this will therefore be forwarded 
to that authority in continuation of the proceedings already reported.· 

2. In regard to the improvement of internal communications which is adverted to in 
paras. 12 to 16 of this letter, the Government fully concur in the necessity of immediately 
putting into passable condition the roads leading from the cotton-growing portions of the 
districts of Madura and Tinnevelly, to the port of Tutacorin, and resolve to communicate the 
observations of Mr. Finnie to the Board of Revenue, in the department of Public \Vorks, 
with a request that they willl'eport what has been done in pursuance of the orders collveyed 
in Extract Minutes of Consultation, 14th July 1846, No. 733, to disburse a lac of rupees 
from the surplus Devestanum Funds in deposit in Tinnevelly, in " constructing roJ1(ls, with 
the necessary bridges, chouItries and wells, to connect the cotton districts with the part of 
Tutacoreen." The Board will call the particular attention of the Collector of the district 
and civil engineer of the division to para. 15 of Mr. Finnie's letter. 

3. The remaining letters of Dr. 1ViO'ht and Mr. Finnie are, in reply to the re~uisition
of Government, contained in Extract l\Ii~utes of Consultation, 5th December 1848, ~o. 1342, 
for ~ a report s,howing the result of their endeavours to introduce an improyed description 

. of 

* To t Hon. Court of Directors, 5 December 1848, No. 88; to the Hon. Court of Directors, 
l~ Januarv\184c). No.~; to the Hon. Court of Directon, JO Frbruary ~g49J NO.5., -



TO P.ROMOT~ TlJR CULTl~ A 110~ OF COTTON L'l INDIA; 195 

of cotton, and their proceedings generally with respect w this cultivation, in order tbat the 
Honourable Court may have at one view before them all the information available." These 
reports will also be transmitted W the Honourable Court, and their atLention solicited w 
the deta.ils (}OIDlDUDicated, particularly in the report of Dr. Wight, which relate w the 
climate and. seasons, which. he considers to be necessary f()l' the successful cultivation of the 
plant. 

(signed) II. C. Nordgomery, . 
, Secretary to Government. 

Revenue Department, .18.)uly {No. '1) 1849. 

Our Governor in CA)Uncil .at Fort St. George. 

IL 
Madr ... 

1. WE now reply to YOUl letters of the daws noted in the margin,'" which Cotton. 
report proceedings ~onneeted witb experjme~tal c;otton eultivation. 

2. We have attentively perused the Reports by Dr~ w:ig1lt and lIre Finnie, 
forwarded with your letter of the 7th Mdrch (No. 14) 1849. showing the results 
of their endeavours to introduce an improved description or cotton, l1nd detail .. -
ing theit proceedings generally 1n respect to cotton .cultivation. On the' 'fllost' 
important point, viz., the probability 'of the American cotton being SUCCE'ssfully 
cultivated in the districts under your Presidency, these gentlemen 'have arrived 
at totally oppo~ite conclusion!;!. Dr. Wight is of opinion that. with due atten
tion to the time ()f sowing. and to that mode of culture which experience has 
shown to be necessary, t~ American cotton may be profitably cultivat.ed through- Para. 28. 
out the Peninsula. except perhaps on the high table lands. where the climate is' 
too cold." Mr. Finnie, on the other hand, states tbat he "cannot, after his best Para. 11. 

attention, give much hope of the success of the American cotton," and he there-
fore relies '01a3uly op ~he i11!provcment of the quality of the indigenous cotton. 
He thinks that better culture would ensure more ample returns to the cultivator, Para. 8. 
but that it ltould not have the effect of materially improving the staple. 

3. 'We caused the samples or cottoo forwarded to you by Dr. Wight and Mr. 
Finnie, and transmitted with your letter of the '2olh .1uly (No.. 56) 1848, to be 

-submitted to 'Mr. Aspinall Turner. the President of the Commercial Association 
of Manchester, and we transcribe in the margint an extract of his letter to 
Dr. Royle on the subject. We presume that a portion of the 230 bales shipped 
to us hy Mr. Finnie .on the $' Aurora" consists of cotton similar ;to this sample. 
We shall be llble, on its arri ",aI,.to obtai,o more satisfactory .evidence of its value 
in the English market. , 

4. In our despatch of the 4th July (No. 11) 1.8~8,t we 11ave stated our views 
with regard to the establishment of more experimental cotton farms. We need 

·therefore only now notice ·that part of your letter' of the 28th Ju.ly (No .. '56) 
1848. in which' you solicit our favourable consideration of Dr. Wight'S applica
tion for an increase of the al10wances of his two assistants, Messrs. Sherman and 
Cuxton, as well as of the salaries of the East Indian lads employed on the 
establishment. If you should continue of opinion that this request should be 
conceded, :we desire that you will mdke application in the nsual manner .to the 

. Government of India. ' 
·5. lVe 

• Letter dated !l8 March (No. !IS) 1848; Jetter dated 28 July ,(No. 56) 1848; JetteI"' dated 
19 September (No. 69) 1848; letter dated 5 December{No.88'11!48; letterdatedl:JJanuary: 
(No. II) 1849; letter dated 10 February (No.5) 11$49; k:tter dl&ted 7 March (No. 14) 1849; 1etteC'. 
dated 9 March (Nn. 15) 1849; letter dated 13 .Al~rch (No. 111) 18411; letter' dated til llarcla 
(No. 19) 1849. • _ I 

t "1 may /ilay. geBerally. that the cottons ~Qt by Mr. Finnie, grown from native seed, .are very 
much the same as we have been in the habit oCrec:'eiving for .rears past from l\Iadras. You Me 
aware that they have not ente1'ed laf'gely into consumptiou ill this couatry, and I ean only repeat 
most emphatically what I have of tell assPrted befol'f', that it is a perfect ddusion ill Mr. Finrue or 
anyone else supposing that such cottons will ever pass ojf w the spinoefli of Laocasbire as a su.lJ.. 
stitute for American cotton. They have notbin~ to recommend thetn except being of _ clear bright 
colour; the staple is miserably' short. The brokefli' report (CQrrie & Co) states that it has beeD 
destroyed in cleaning, but l.dOllbt .il'it ever had much Etaple. The samples of American seed 
cotton are very different, and are v.1lued by the brokea at 18 per cent. more than the others." 

t See page 179 of this Return. 
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5. We fonyard, for your information, copy of the account, salE's of the cotton 
received per" Argyra." . 

6. We have to acknowledge the receipt of bills of Iadinao for 8'U bales of 
cotton shipped from Cochin to Liverpool on board the "Ga:ges." and for 230 
bales shipped on the" Aurora" from Tuticoryn to London, freight for Live11'ool 
not ~eing attainable at that port. ' 

London, 18 July 1849. 

lYe are. &e. 
(i5igned) A. Galloway. 

JoAn S"epnerde, 
&c. &c. 

Re'Venue~DepartmE'nt, 15 March (No.8) 1848. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

WE Itransmit, for your information, copy of a letter dated the 1st instant, 
which has been addressed to us on behalf- of the Manchester Commercial Asso
ciation, relative to the results which have followed ,the measures adopted under 
our orders for encouraging the c~ltivation of a snperior description of cotton 
in Coimb~tor~ and ~he S?u.lhern Mahratta country, and suggesting c~rtai? mea
sures, WhICh -in theIr oplDlOn are calculated to promote ~he,object 10 VIew, to 
which' we desire you will give early attention. , 

W,e are, &c., 
(signed) H. St. G. Tucker. 

tondon" 15 'March 1S48~ J. L. Lu,l.ington, 
&c. &C. 

~XiR~CT Revenu~ Let'ter from Fort St. George, dated 30th Ju~; (No. 32) 
1849. 

Para. 1. WE have now the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
in this department, dated 4th July 1848,* No. 11, and to submit, in reply, copies 
of the correspondence and of the papers recorded ,in the Consultation, noted 
in the margi~,t relating to the experim~ntal cultivation,of cotton under this 
Pr~sidency. , 

2. We beg to call the especial attention of your Honourable Court to the 
Minutes recorded by our President and the members of Go,-ernment on the 
subject, as well as to the orders founded 'on them, which will convey to your 
Honourable Court full and detailed information of all the arran!tements made 
by us for discontinuing not o~ly the experimental culture of cotton in both the 
Tinrievelly and Coimbatore districts,. which were superintended by Mr. Fiunie 
and Dr. Wight. but also the mercantile operations iuto which the experiment. 
latterly, merged. 

From, Surgeon R. Wight. Superintendent Cotton Farmt:t, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
Montgomery, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . 
ADVERTING to Minutes of Consultation, No. 621, UDder date 10th June, and No. 1305~ 

dated 28th November 1848, and correspondence connected therewith, I have the honour to 
forward copies of correspondence whIch has subsequently passed between Mr. Finnie and. 
myself,on the subject of his operations at Aroopoocotta. Judging from the general tenor 
of the accompanying letter, it would seem that the erection of the ~in machinery for his use 
might almost be viewed as a useless expenditUle, as he is doing so httle,businesli. ' 

2. Influenced partly by the tone asbumed in his letter'of the 24th May last. in which he 
confidently speaks of having all the cotton of the district at his c;ommand, supIJorte4 ,~Y 
the information conveyed in the subjoined paragraph from his letter of the 26th October. In 

which it is stated that, whether absent or present, his giQs had been kept constantly running~ 
I'was in hopes that my misgivings of his capacitylfor carrYing on tbe work he has J>ledged 

. ' . ., .. 'himsel! 

~ • ,~ I 

• See page 179 of this Return. " " , < 
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himself to' 'execute were misplaced, and that he was at length acting w'ith the vigour and 
discretion requillite towards fulfilling his promises. Under that impression I recommended,' 
I am now sorry to find prematurel)" that the erection of the ~achinery be proceeded ,witb. 

3. It now appears, from the appended, letter, that so far from having all or ;my part of 
the cotton 'or the district at ~is command at prices calculated to admit of its being con
lIidered a sare remittance, he can barely'get enough to keep his gins l'unning i and that, 
though ther~ is plenty in the country at prices but little under what it ft'tches in England. 
At the price stated, VIZ., /lao',. 4. per poody, his cotton, including the charge for ginning, 
costs in Aroopoocotta, simply as' it comes from the gins, JU. 38. 5. 2. per bale of 3001bs. 
From' that, l)(iWeVer, must be deducted about "I rupees, the average value of the seed 
obtainell from that quantity of cotton, leaving the net co~t Rs, 31. 5.2., equal to 2! d. 
per pound. 

4. It will be seen from appended copy of a report of the sales of our last seasun's crop, 
that generally our native 'cotton .only realISed 31 d. per lb., equal to nearly JU.40, 8. per 
bale. Then Rs.40, 8.- 31. 5. 2., leaveslls. 9. 2. 10. to pay the cost of tl'ansmi&sion to 
market, includin~, in India, baggin~, cart-hir~ froDl AroopoQcotta. to Tutacorin, baling, 
embarkation, trell~ht; alld 'JQ EU1'ope, ,landing charges, dock duell, warehouse charges. 
insuran"e against tire, commission; altogether amounting 'to about 15 rupees, or between 
11 d., and 1 ~ d. per Jb., the f~ejght alone costipg nearly 10 rupees a bale.. , 

5. Taking his figures, 'viz. Us. '1. 4.' p~r poody (284 Ibs.) 'of seed cott()n; ginning, 
3 rupees per 1,OOQ Ibs" and allowing the high rate' of ,22 pel' cent. of cotton to seed (216 is 
nearer the truth), \\'e hav~ t~e .following result!', which, reduced to a tabular form, stand 
thus: , 

100: 22: : 284= 62.48, call it 6211hs. c1eancotton. Then, 62.5: 7.4: : 300 =34. 5.2. 
+ 4 ginning-7 seed = 31.6,2., . 

Thus thf', prime cost; in Aroopoocotta, exclusive of all charges, is 2!d. the pound, that 
from Coimbatore delivered in Liverpool is about 3id., which, as a remittance, is about /is 
much as in the present state of the home market if. will bear, and leadin~ to the lnfel'ence 
that Mr. J.'JUnie iS,paying higher for hiS cotton than other exporters, merchants not being 
.in the habit of pushing a losing trade. 

> 6. The inference ,I draw from the statement now submitted is, that political economy has 
.less t() do with the matte}' tban the. want ot tact on the part of Mr. Finnie, who ,;eems very 
imperfectly acquainted with the knowledge and skill in business of the people With whom 
-he has to deal, and seemR mOl'eover to be himself deficient in business habits of the kind 
required for conducting the duty. 

7,' The' 4th para. o~ Mr. Finnie's, letter is not quite cl~ar to me, as I ,do .not very well 
understand why he ~an procure seed cotto~ to clean by th~ churka chcdpel' thn ~y the gin. 
As regards the qualitY' of the staple, 'when cleaned by one 01' other of these processes, the. 
questIOn is now in the hands of the proper judges, namely, the Manchester spinners, whose 
award I will not venture to anticipate. 

8. Regarding the concluding paras. of Mr. f'innie,'s letter, it is unnecessary to recapitulate 
what 1 ~ave advanced in my reply., But as regards the matter of his knowledge in the 
working of gins, I am enabled, hom the inspection of two which he bad in use and returned 
to this establishme,nt, altel' altering them according to his own ideas ,on the subject, to state 
that he is vety imperfectly Acquainted with the mechanism of that machine, as the workinO'. 

'properties of both were greatly impaired by his alteratio!)s. '? 

9. 1 am led to notice the circumstance in consequence of :Mr. Finnie's having', much to 
our surprise, repeatedly taken Mr. Petrie and myself to task, in no mild terms, in both his 
official and semi-official correspondence, (or the imperfections of the gins we sent him, when 
in truth their defects, as I have since discovered, were entirely his own making,~n his attempts 
to improve on Mr. Petrie's WOl'k gins, which in our hands were eaSily worked bv four men, 
.and cleaned 1,000 Ibs. of seed cotton daily, in his required six men~ aod could'not by any 
possibility be made to clean half' the quantity, 'and were moreover said to be full of mlDor 
faults. One which he condemned as being worse than the rest, 'was returned with all his 
alterations and improvements still standing, and 'at onct' explained the cause; since then I 
have had a second returned altered in the most singular manner, producing the effect of 
inverting the direction of tht' brush that removes the cotton from the teeth of tbe saws, 
thereby deranging its action, and with it the efficiency of the whole pin. Tboue;h thus 
deficient in mechanical attainments, he urged me'to apply for his services in the room «;If 
Mr. Petrie, and expressed him~elf exct:edingly displeased when I declined enteltaining hiS 
offer on the gl'ound that I believed I understood the working of a gin as well as himself. 

'10. These facts seem to strengthen the position with which Iset out, viz., that the'erection 
-of the machinery for Mr. :Finnie's use may be found an unnecessary expenditure, as imply
iri~ that he can scarcely be looked upon as a perllon qualified to direct the workmO' of com
plicated machinery, since he ha~ so greatly failed in the more simple matter of workinO' 
single gins. '" 

(signed), Robert Wight, Surgeon, 
Coimbatore,21 December 1848. Superinten~ent Cotton Farms • 

• 
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Con or a. tetter from T. J. }'inlli~, Esq., Cotton 'Plan:te;·, to Su~geon R. Wight. Superin': 
tendent Cotton Fal'm at 9ulmbatore, dated Aroopoocotta, 6 November 1848. 

IN complianre with the instl:uctions contalDed in the Minutes of Consultation, under date 
27th J DIy, I have the hono~r to inform y?U that during the cu~rent cotton selison, up to tbe 
1st of November, 1 have ginned 36 candles of cotton. and durmg the last season abOut nine
candies, making in the aggregate 4.') candies. 

2. It is not the custom of the ryots here to lake the seed cotton to the purchaser, and 
they will not do it. I have had great difficulty in procuring seed cotton at all bere, where 
there lire so many churka houses established, al1d a.q it ie the custom for the broken to go 
to the ryots and purchase the seerl cotton, a little from one and a little from another, I have 
beep Iconstrained to receive all that I have procured throug-II the Lroker!l or churka-house 
men, as it is less expensive than employin~ carts, and sf'llding salaried auents to ~urchase 
it in that way. The price, too, is very hlgn. I have had to pay from RI~1. 2. to R,. 7.6. 
per podhee of 284 Ibs. 

3. 'l'he geographical position of Tinnevell)' will a('count for the value of the' article here 
above tile value m the Coirnbalore district, as represented in Olle of your letters. It is an 
axiom in 'political economy that the further a heavy article is removed from market, the less 
valua91e It is where it is produced; and Coimbatore, being so far in the intelior of the 
country, the people are glad to find a purchaser on the spot. where a market bas been esta
blished at the Government gin~house, and they readily tdke th~ article to the purchaser. 
There is not the same competition in Coimbatore as in Tinnevelly, which is filled with chiLtees, 
who purchase for the European agents, and there being here numbers of persons \Vho have 
houies,.and all the appurtenances for the work tlf separating the seed frum the cotton, and 
whose sole business It IS to attend to it, it is eVident that they will not see the trade wrested 
from them without,a m .. ~hty slruggle. Therefore, howpver advanta~eoul it may be to pur
chase seed cotton and gm It in Colmbatorf', it is clear that equal advantages are net 10 be 
attained in Tinnevelly. , 

4. I have also had a quantity, 58 candies, of cotton cleaned by the churka-house men up
to the sal)!e date. The quality is the same as the ginned cotton, and is as clean, and 1 
submit that it is better in staple after the cleaning process respectively than the ginned 
COttoll, and may be obtained in quantity without expensive machinery, and without changing 
materially the modes already adopted by the people, care and attention in separating the 
good from the bad, and a httle beatml! on cots to take out the small particles of trash that 
may be in it, IS all that is required. The cost of the churka·cleaned article is much less 
than that cleaned by the gin. 

6. I'bav!' also had much trouble with the coolies. who t11m the wheels to give the gins 
motion. Hitherto they have work by the day, and it has been impOSSible to make them do 
as much work as the gins are capable of doing, and they would ,1I0t w.>rk 011 the 'contract 
system, from the novelty lit' the busmess to them; and 1 haye not bitherto been in a posi
tIOn to compel them to adopt my mode of working tIll the other day; when I exacted of 
\hem more work, theY' struck III a body, a~d 1 locked up the gill'~house for some days. 
They have nIl come back, and are now working on th~ ('.on tract system at tbe rate of three 
(3) rupeea for 1,000 'pounds of seed cotton, includm!!.' the thrasher work, by which [ get 
much mor~ work done. If I can procure the seed cotton, I shall l>e able, during the season,. 
to give ),ou flO candies ,more of gmned cotton, but as the grllin crop season is approaching. 
the churka women Will be employed in gathering it; indet·d during the rains the churkas 
cannot "ork, and I cannot promise much more of the latter article at present. 

I 

6 .. The supply of seed cotton keeps but little ahead 0' the gins, and as the rains seem to 
have Sf't in, I fear the carts ca,nnot move to supply me even with f'nough to keep the gins 
going tIll tht" weather c1earlS up. There is plenty of seed cotton in the country, aorl after 
the rains are over we may be able to procure and gin a larger quantity than I have estimated 
with tbe ~ins I have. When the gm-house at Sevacausey IS finished, and the machinery lind 
gins erected, we shall be able, of I..ourse, to extend operallons. 

7. I have Ibe plea~ore, for your gratification, to mention that I have induced many people 
to plant a little American cotton, some fields wholly with it. Some seed~ have beeu sown 
with grain, and some scattered among the native cotton, witll the hope th~t stamma of the 
American cotton may mingle their pollen With that of the native plant, and gradually pro
,duce a hard,er plant than the one, and more productive variety aDd finer staple Ihan the 
other now has. 

8. I shall be ~lad to have the benefit of YOllr suggestions on any of ~he pOint, cO~lIained 
in this letter, and I particularly Stlhrit information regarding the working of the glOs, tbe 
qu,lntity each Will clean regularly in a day, aDd the mannerot worklDg them: OUf glOB a~e 
properly fixed in their places, as are ,the wlleeb. The gllls are level, aud theIr wheels are 1Q 

a strajaht.line with the pullies, so that the bands, being kept in good condltlOn, run smooth,. 
and m "'every respect on c')frect mechaDical principles, and yet we do not tum out as much 
work per diem as .I hear you do per gin. _ The mObt we hjlve ever done with three gins was 
(1 760) one thousand seven hundred and sixty Ibs. seed cottalL I am most anxious to do all 
I ~an 10 make the gin successful, and to economise 10 fulfilling the Honourable Court's orders,. 
and tiny suggestions )OU may be pleased to gIVe me Will be thallkfully receIved, and duly 

- 'compared 
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compared with, the' mode'l baR' adopted. here, and! If I am in error on anF pOlDt, I shall be 
bappy to have it pomted out to Ole. and 1 Will ha\te it corrected. 

r bue, &c. 
(signed) T_r. ,Finnie. Cottou Planter •. 

P.S_ When about to despatch the above, your leiter of the 2d jn5tal1~ an·jved.. l.believe 
aIr tbat' requires a reply is answered in the 2d paragraph. '. 

7 November 1848.. (signed) T. J.F. 

COllY of a. Letter from Surgeon B. Wigh4 Superintendent CottOIlI Farm& at Coimbatore, 
_ to To J ~ Finnie, Esq.,. C.a1ton, Plauter, datt>dl IS November 1848. 

I HA. VH the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant· In' your 
Jetter to Government, dated 24th May last, it is stated, bu..t no data: furnisheq br which: to 
estimate. the. COlTeetness of t.he statement, that yOIl considered. cotton sucn as the sample 
sent, a perfectly safe remittance. I find by calculation that the cotton you are now
ginning reducf;!d to the average rate of Rs. 7. :i., and loaded with ow,. petbaps,ratber high 
charl;es, will cost in r.iverpooI about 3~ d. per pound. TIlls in the present state. of the
home market can scarcely be viewed as a ~afe. remittaD~ .American, wb~cb. usually 
realises 1 tr. pee pound IliO'ller. now- seIling ~t from, 4 d: to 41- d.; but as. ginned. Indian 
cotton lIsuaIly fetches hig'her prices- than clml kaed, it Will pedlaps. prove. a. ,remittance. ~t.,. 
par exchang~ caJ'culatea at the average rate or 7 rupees per paody" (allQwing, lAOO,llis.,Q£ 
seed' cotton per bale} and loaded with our charges (see marginal, table.) *" ot: 18 rupres. pel: 
bille fOl' bringinlr to mariet j its prime' cost is 3id. per pound'" but. probably our charges; 
al'e considerably in excess of yours. In Coimbatore seed cotton may be. said to anrage
~ rupees the candy (SOD lbs.), and in spite oli OUB inland station and high cha~es ean be 
delil'ered in. Ll-Wlrpool ginned fur 31 d~'; this- I consider a safe remittance. Your political 
economy" therefol-e,. ilb thilt instance. seems a little. at. fanlt,. as the- redllctioll of local' cost 
is usu-'lily found. barelY-' to. compensate.' for highelt cbarges in conveying goods. to distant 
malke~s. 

2. The marginal table" wilt show the exact cost and charges. per hale. from the gin-house 
to LIverpoot jut't incurred~ the raw material averaging, 10 rupees< the candy at: soaibs. ,r 
should hke to have from you similar statement,. especIally. with reference. to cha~es. The 
item cart hil'e as put d'OWll here js above the average cartage, owing to the crompetltion 
of tbe tobaclto contractors at tbis season of the year. 

3. With leference. to the question mooted in the fourth paragraph of your l!!'tter, viz .. the 
purchase of churkaed' cotton., £ can offer nc;) opinion. The purchase in the bazaar or the
marketable article is,. alt· I understand, forbid by the provisions of the charter, so that ta 
eng~e in such a transaction would require the special sanction of Government. 

4. The cost here of ginning by manual labour is 8 pies per maund of ~s.lbs .. ,or Rs.. 1_ 10. S. 
per 1.000 lbs. I felt some surpl'ise, and I believe I may add, disappointment, in reading the 
sth and 6th paragraphs ef yaut letter, as I wa& led to believe from the whole tenam and 
confident strain ot your Jetter of' the 24tl» May, that for the future yell shoule} have no. 
difficulty In. obtaining any quantity of cottOl» YOl11 might require# YOIIF eloquent ridiCllIe
havmg at length. proved an overmatch fur native chicanery. 'fhis glowing picture it now 
appears was a little over-coluured. 

5. Wrtll the information conveyed in the 7tb para. I cannot say I am muca gratifif'd ~ the 
object or your being sent to T'mnevelJy, as r understood, was not for the very secondary 
purpose' of employing you to act as an agent to induce people fa grow a litlle American. 
cotton (a less costly agent than an American cotton planter might have been found 
qualified for that work), but fOil you as a professional agrieulturist and cotton planter to' 
go hand and band witn them,. encouraging and shOWIng them. how to C'Ouduct the culture: 
of the new plant. and in that way In ascertain by comparative results ta what e.stenf your 
teaching was likely to prove serviceable to them-

• r,~~lbs. of.eed cotton, at 10 rupees per canoy of 500 lbs. 
GInmng - - _ - _ _ _ _ ;" 
Baling and pressing 
Cart-lure - -
Full screwing and shipping 
FrE'ight - - -

Deduc.t. value or cottoll seed: 

• 
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• 
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6. For this purpose a' farm of from 40 to 50 ... acres, the whole of which might have been 
cultivated at from J 2 to 15 rupees an acre, would have answered better than one of 500 
acres, as by satisfying your neighbourli t~at you had no wish to aggrandize, but simply to 
enter into friendly cornpetitipn with tltem, in a conflict, not of rivalry, but skill, vou would 
lJave stimulated emulatiou and obtained their confidence. • 

7 •. The opinion I have so often expressed to you, directly and indirectly, I still retain, and 
consl~er that so long' as you stand aloof IlS a mere looker o~, you do not fulfil the obligatioJijJ 
you have come undel' to the ,Madras Government In engagmg to serve it as an American 
cotton planter. ' 

8~ In r~gard to. the hopE'. exp!,~ssed, that by sowin!; the two species of cotton together, 
you may succeed m obtalnmg ~ cro~s between them hardier than the one and more pr~ 
auctlve than the otheri I can gl"~ you no e.ncoura~ement 10 expe~t such an event from the 
means used to accompl,"h It, as bemg at, Val'lance with the laws ot nature.t But suppuliillg 
it t? qappen, ,a!Jd such ~ cross o.btame~ I do not suppo<;e we' shall be !!reat gainers. "he 
natt,ve plant mlgl,1t pq;;s/bly be Improvep upo~. but the American, deteriorated as regardS 
produce ~ an~ as :egards pardiness, ,{ am qUite satisfied (rom most ample evidence that 
tbe one IS to the ~uU as hardy as the other., An example now daily before my eyes, 1 shall 
adduce for YOUl' 'information., 

9. Two plots within six ft'et of each other were on the same day sown with native and 
American co~'ton seed in May last. Both germinated equaliy well; both have ~ince BUS .. 

tained four months' Ilninterrl,lptec.l continuance of d,'ouO'ht and very windy weathE'r, during 
the prevalence of which both dropped nearly every le~f, and appeared entirely lost. But 
I3tnce the October l'ains set in botb have revived and ale now in filII ~I'owth, the only 
difference between them being thllt the American'secms nearly a fortmght in ndvancp., 
being alreadYlCovered with flowers imd youn~ pods, while its mOI'e tardy brother is only 
beginning to come into fldwer. 

10. For myself I feel sa~isfied: from much obseryation and study of th~ constitution and 
habits 9f ,the Mexican, cotton plant, neither of whicb, by the 'way, ~ou have ever studied, 

-that the locality you nQW occupy,is milch more favourable than the vicinity of Coimbatore, 
and I even suspect tban that occupied by our present farms, for the culture of Mexican 
cotton. And I think, moreover, 'that had the ground been differently occupied during the 
last three years the result would probably have p,roved more satisfactOl'y than we have had 
here. But on this matter I am aware It is useless to dwell i you have long ago compro
mised yourself by declaring that vou are convinced that it IS "folly" to tl'Y to make 
American COttOIl grow in either Madura or Tmmvelly, and now you won't try, because 
success would ruin, even in your own esteem, the reputation, as, a practical planter, YOIJ 
imagine yourttelf to posses... But while you thus declare it folly and waste of pub II<: money 
for you to undertake the labour and impose on yourself the restraint of making the trial, 
you feel no compunction in ·urging poor natives .to ri~k their little capital and labour on 
what you confidently plOnounce a hopeless undertaking, you all the while placidly look on 
doing nothing for lear of uselesslY' spending a few Illpees of the public money. In so 
acting, I repeat, it is my c~mvict,lon you neither JDeet the \\ ishes of Govel nlIlp.nt nor fulfil 
your own' enga,gements as Its servant. 

11. Adverting to the last paragraph of your letter regardIng the wOl'king of your gins, the 
information conveyed is scarcely sufficiently detailed to enable me to form an opinion. Our 
25 saw-gins, \'I<orked by ~wo sets of coolies. (eight each bet), clean, in from 10 to 12 hours, 
1,0001bs. of seed cotton, and two 19 !:law-gins. worked by sets <?f six coolies, 750 in about 
the same time; With these data for comparilton, you "ill be able to alicertam whether your 
gins do their-work there as well as they did before leaving this. If they do not fall mate
rially short of that standard the difference probably depends on the defiCient training of the 
coolies; but if considerably 'so, I apprehend there lDuSt be something wrong wltb tbe 
gins. 

, 12. This last I think likely enough to be the case, as I found, on carefully examining the 
effect (on the working) of some of the alterations you had made on ihe two returned g108, 
viz., the condemned one, and the small Amel'lcan one just' received: tbat you had actually 
spOiled both, fUI'D1shing irrefragable pl'oof, If you can possibly eKcu~e the ~lOldness of the 
expreSSion, that you do not understand the mechanism of a cotton gm. It IS probable you 
will attflbute'thls assertion to arrogance or a "domineering principle," and scoff at it a8 
ridiculous or impertinent, but it is nevertheless true, as I could easily satisfy you, were you 
here. Such being my impression, I would Iouggest for your C'onsideration, in tbe event of 
yoU\' gins 110t sufficiently doina their work, the propriety of your permitttng me to send 
down our artificer, who superin~nds the building of them, to ascertain whether or not they 

, are 

• 50 X 15 == 750 rUFces per crop, a sum not likely to ruin the Company, even 6up'posingthewhoJe 
lost by the utter f!lilure of the crop, a very unlikely contingency. ' . 

t Note not ill tile original.-[TO obtain such a cross it is requisite 10 open the flower before 
natural blooming, cut out the stamen before abedding tbeir pollen, and apply the 'pollen of the 
intended' Dlale parent to the virgin stigma. ~f its own pollen has once been applied. the other will 
not take effect.] < 
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are all right, and thereby enable YOu to determine whether the fault lies in the gins or 
coolies. f • 

I have, &e. 
(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 

Supt'rintendant Cotton Farms. 

EXTRACT of a Lettt'r from T. J. Fil/nie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to Surgeon R. Wight, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms at COlmbatore, dated Acoopoocotta, 26th October 1848. 

Para. 3. I may remalk, that since we have been able to procure cotton the gins have 
been I.ept constantly running both during my voluntary absence!, and while I was ill, under 
the superintendence of my office establishment. I have also had a quantity of cotton of the 
same quality as that which we ginne~, cleaned by the churka, UDder my own superintendence, 
which consequently cannot be strictly termed "bazar-cleaned cotton." I have not the 
means myself of cleaniny", cotton with the churka. I have no hou!!les in which to car~y on 
the work, consequeutly was compt>llcd to 'resort to the means I have, or not get any at 
aU cleaned in that way. I hope you will approve of the course I have pursued. • 

(signed) T. J. Filmie, Cotton Planter. 

COpy of a Letter from H. Flem!'.!$., EI!!k' Secretary to the Manchester Commercial A~so
ciation, to Robert wigllt, Esq., M.D., dated atb October 1848. 

, HAVING been informed by Mr. James Lees, a director of this Association, that you were 
particularly anxious to a~certain the relabv'e value of tbe various marks' ot Dative and New 
Orleans seed cotton slUpped by you on the "Argyl'a;' from Cochin, and having just com
pleted tbe sale of ,that cargo for-account the Honourable Eal't India Company, it affords 
me much pleasure to supply you With th.., reqUIred information, and 011 an early day 
I hope furtner to furnish YOIl with II report as to the working qualities of the several pal'celsp 

as tested by tbe spinners. I t!;ive the malks In the order in whICh 1 find them in your letter 
of 15th Malch 18tS, to the -local Government, a copy of which was sent to me flom the 
India House. 

'List c.r Prices obtained fer 483 Bales of Cotton, ex" Argyra," f~om Codlin, and sold fOI' 

. account the Honourabl~ East ll.ldia Company at Ma~chester, by Hugh Fleming. 

,848, Aug" •• ~ NO • hale ". • :" 

" N 0 F ,13 " .; - 4 

~ept. 8, N + ~ F 1 ,~ - 4 t ! ! ! 
This was universally considered the best cotton ever imported from India. It possessed 

all the characteristics of New Orleans cotton, and would at all times compete with the fair 
quality of that staple in this market. 

d. 
1848: Sept. 5, N+OF '1 bale ~ - 41 

.. N.f,OFM 19 
" - 3~ 

" 26, NOP 14 
" - 31 

.. NOMP 1 
" - 3~ 

" 
OOF 3 .. - 31 

,. 00 350 
" - 3! .. OOM 49 
" - 3l 

" 5 .. COOT 9 " - -I 
EB ,. 2a, NOF 3 .. - 3l 

Aug. EB 16, N+O-F Ia 
" - 3 

" 9 on NOP 2 
" - 2l . 

MIl.I'ked·thus EB have been selected from the lots to which they belonged as being in 
bad condition, and have therefore sold at lower prices. 

very 

There is no concealing the fact that th~ indigenous cotton of India will never go down 
here; all OU1' hopes rest on the New Orleans seed._ 

By direction of the Board I have forwarded to your address copies of each of our local 
papers, in which you Will find copious reports of the proceedings at a public meeting, held 
at the 'fown Hall here, on the 28th instant, for the purpose of exhihiting the working of the 
.. Cottage Gins," the construction of which, I believe you are aware, has for a considerable 
time occupied tbe attention of the association; complete succe~s has been arrived at. Dr. 
Royle was present on behalf 'of the East India. Company, and was much pleased witb the 
. 296-Sess. 2. - '. - - D D 4 - ., - - - - result 

If. 
Madrlls. 
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result of the experiments, the iron machines dclaning ... ~bs.'of tleed .cotton.in 12 minutes "\Ol" 

20 lbs. per hour. We do not, however, expect that the outturn will be quite so Ja e when 
t~e gill J.s .drive~ by t~e Hindoos, bu.t you Will shortly llave an opportunity of mling the. 
trial, as J.t IS the mtentron of our President. to send out two of the machines to your address, 
wIth ,as httle delay as pOSSible, 'Well knowIng that m your hands e\ery justice will be d e 
to them. We have sent one to London for tQ.e inspectIon of the East India Compan olld 
are 1I0t without. a hope that ihex.may be i~duced"to forward a number of tht:m to e~~hof 
the cotton dlstncts of India. 

Yours, &.c. 
(signed) Hugh -Flemi1lg, Secretary. 

FTom 'Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, rCoiniblitore to 'Sir n Ie. 
, MontgOmery, Bact., 0fIkittting-ChiefSecretary, Fort S~. ·Ge~rge. • 

I 

~jJ;, Coimbo.tore, ~1 January.1849. 
ADVERTING 'to corresponde~cf; forwarded with :my letteJ' dated 21st December .1.841$ I 

nave the nonourllerewrth 10 transmit.Mr. ~jllnie's reply ,to my fetter of the 15th Novem~r. 
In my reply which acco~Fanies,. [ have me!ltioned my intention of laying it belole Govern
ment, as his reply to lIly 111'1pug'lllngs; but''Vo'lthout comment. This I now do. , 

I have, &c. 
(signed) .Robert Wight. Sargeon, 

~upet'intendt'Jlt -Cotton Farms. 

From T. J. Fmnie, Esq, 'Cotton Planter, Tinnevel!y, to Surgeon .u. 'Wig/ll, Superintendent 
Ootton Farms, COlmbatore. 

Sir, 18 Decmlber 1848. 
I 'HA.VE the honour to acknowledge the Teceipt of your letter ofthe 14th ultimo, In Teply to 

mine of the 6th ultimo, 'Which 'certainly contained nothing t6 justify your ver)' illiberal and 
'ungenerous remarks, which are as Ul'IJust liS they are 1lD'caJled for. 

2. I claim the right of thinking and acting for myself, in the management of the business 
which (Jur 11Onourable lllasters, .whom we serve in common, have entrusted to me, .and vou 
have estimated me very erroneously if 'you suppose that fhe style J'ou llave thonght proper 
to adopt oan influence me in tbe management of the business 1 bave undertaken, and 
which I profess to understand. 

3. I shall npt enter .with -you upon the useless and endless discussion regarding the 
'SUItableness of this part of the country for the culture of American cotton, or the applica
bility of the saw-gin to Indian cotton. A few facts, bowever, may not be out of place, and 
then I am content to let time prol(e who is right. I am willing tbat vou s110uJd enjoy your 
own views, anel adopt what C9urse gf proced~re you choo~ and [ only claim (or filys~lf that 
$lbarity which 1 so readily concede to you. I proceed to reply to your l~tter. merely to 
explatn that which you seem 't~ have misunderstood, and to corl'f'C!t the elTooeous \'ie". ,.011 

seem to entertain in regard to my motives in the roUfse of proceduTe 1 have 'adopted. 
and In the dIscharge of my duty to my employers, and I hgpe 'that -our lJffieial ca:-respon
dence may henceforth be conducted in that cordial courteous manner, so essential to a right 
understanding betwee~ parties engaged in the discharge of a public duty. 

4. In your first para. you seem strangely to apply my remMb, in _lIlY letter to Govern
ment of the 24th of May, to the. ginnina' operations, when at is dIstinctly stated that I 
referred to the "cotton cleaned by the pe;ple. (whose bUSiness it is) by the charka alone," 
and to prove that 1 Was nof felr from the mark in assuring Government that fine well
cleaned churka cotton was a safe remittance at (55) fifty-five rupees per candy of 500 lbs. 
I need only say,' that since then the European agents have purcbased Ihe common cotton of 
the country in Jarge quantities at (53) fifty-three rupees, and would have gone a'S hIgh as 
(56) fiftY-SIX rupees, the present rate of eAcha'lO'e juslifywg Ibe extraordinary price. You 
have taken the price which I informed you I hdd'to pay here for seed cotton, and yo,:, ma~e 
your calculahons, and apply them to my remarks in my leiter of lhe 2uh May. whu'h. did 
not ref!'r to seed cotton in the lea'lt, but to cotton cleaned by the people, under my directIOns 
and supermtendence, to see that it was kept free from dIrt aud trash, the manage?Ient or 
the seed cotton remainin~ in theil hands, and the cleaned article,delivered to me 10 beau
tiful conditlOn~ for (56) fifty-five rupees ~r candy, as I have said, which is only 2gd. per 
lb. here, and the business unlimited; theJi add the transil, pressing, and shipplDg'Ch~ges. 
,,:hich I cannot now give, and you bave thl': net cost delivered In the English market. 'fhe 
gInned cotton, which IS no cleaner, and the staple not so good, co~t~ here Rs. 58.9.8. per 
candy, the lowest rate to which 1 have been able 10 reduce it, which is as near," po&l>ible 

• 2jId. per lb., exclusive of cost of machinery, management, contllig~t charg-es, wear and tear, 
~c:. after all the trouble in a very limited business. At the present rate of exchange I fltlD~ 
It hkcIy that nen ginned totton may be a safe remittance, bot surely we do uo~ try expen
ments to prove- what ,nay be done in an extraOTdmary state of the mar Let ; I Wish to p-'Ot'e 
how eheapty good cotton can be' sent to EnO'land regularly, and not at how high a pri~e it 
may be sent ocsasionally; you talk of ., par"" exchange,~' as if the exchange was aga~ 

I adl cln 
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Indian produce sent to England. the fdct is, it is most favourable, for we receive in India 
two shillrngs for everyone shIlling and nmepeDce paid in England • 

.:;. When I have made a shipment, ( shall be able to give you detailed info~mation 
re~ardlDg the cost of ~ir.ned and chUlka-cleaned cotton l'espectJvely. Till then I cannot 
obtain the actual charge". 

6. If my political economy be at fault, my common sense is not; my remarks in the third 
para. of my letter of the 6th ultimo referred to the trade as necessarily conducted by the 
people between Coirllbatore and Madras, a distance of 309 miles, and not to your transac
tions, for "itb your farIlities ),ou can send your cotton to Ponany, a distance of 60 mileS', 
und mduce a ship to call fOl' It; the poor natives cannot do so. 1 want no better support for 
my argument than that afforded by you. You say, ,. in Coimbatore seed cotton -may be said 
to average.O;) fire rupees per candy of 500 Ibs.," 'while here we have 10 give (7. 6. 0.) seven 
rupees and six annas for 284 lbs.; but in your next para, and 10 your tabular statement, you 
say the ,. raw material, avelaging (10) ten rupees per candy for 500Ibs." How can you 
le(.oncde these two statemellt~? You tell us bow much a bale costs, but do not tell us 
whether the bale weigh6 100 or 500 Ibs. . 

':'. The rl'mark ill your third para. regardmg the prohibition by the charter to purchase 
bazaar cotton, shows that you have somewhat' changed your views since your letter of the 
28th July, 1846, when you recommended Government to purchase some of the best bazaar 
churka-cleaned cotton, as ordinarily conducted by the people; but now you oppose my plan 
of proceedmg in having it properly cleaned by the churka, under strict regulations, to pre
vent the mixture of bad and good qualities!! 

8. As I informed you in my letter of the 6th ultimo, the cost of ginning cotton here, in
cluding the working of the thrasher, is (3) three rupees per 1,000 Ibs. of seed cotton; your 
thrasher is moved by cattle machinery, and I suppose does not enter into your estimate of 
costs of separating the seed. -

9. You say you were surprised and disappointed in reading the 5th and 6th paras. of my 
letter of the 6th ultimo, which refers to the difficulty of procuring seed cotton here. You 
had been led to believe, from the whole tenor and confident stram of my letter to Govern
ment of the 24th May, that for the future I should have no difficulty In obtaining any quan
tity of cotton I might require. How strangely you c:mstrue the plainest and most common 
sense expressions. It is evident that I referred to COttOIl cleaned by the ., churka alone," 
3i distinctly stated by tl)e people themselves. I had nothmg to do with the purchase of the 
seed cotton. I have always opposed transactIOns 10 seed cotton, from my conviction that 
merchants cun never engage III such a husjnes~, and therefore what GovE:l'nment does in 
that way proves nothing, but that the plan is impracticable. In TinnevelIy, \\here there are 
a great many people whose sole business it is to separate the seed from the cotton, peol'le 
whobe pl'operty conslst.,in hOllses for the purpose, whose time, from long habit, can only be 
profitably employed in that busmess, and the article being in their own hands, it is very 
evident that they will not see their occupation wrested f!'Om thelll without some equivalent, 
and they will not give us the seed cotton unless they realise as much by the transaction as 
they would make by separaling the seed themselvt's, and then sellmg both seed and cotton. 
\Ve must ever pay as much for the seed cotton as we would ha\'e to give for both sepuate; 
add to this the expense of machinery, wear and tear, houses,-supermtendence, &c., &'c" and 
you have tile cost at which we can gin ('otton, which makes it far above its ordinary value at 
thiS day. Here where the people are traders and cotton cleaners, as I ha\'e said,",e have 
to pay (Rs. 7. 6.) seven rupees six IlDnas for 284 Ibs. of seed cotton, which gives the 
tabular s~atement in the margin.· 

10. ,\Ve must therefore le,lVe the details of managing the seed cotton to the people whose 
busllless it is, under \\Jse regulatIOn and substantial encouragement, to induce care and atten
tion III c1eanilness, the \\ell cleaned :lrticle to be delivered at a fixed rate; this is the plan 
1 have found best adapteJ to this country; by this means we procure a better article, in 

large 

• Cost of ~,300 Il>s. seed cotton, equal 1 candy of 500 Ibs. ginned cotton: • 

Ginning 
, R4. a. p. 

Baling into bundles 
Cloth and twine • 

Deduct for seed, which by the way is a druq here, and 
remains on hand, say c'".R. 1. 4. per podhee, the pre
sent price - --

6 14 4-
- 9 -
18-

68 11 -

_..L-__ 

Net cost per candy of ginned cotton in the disrict, ex
clusive of machinery, house, wear and teaT, and other 
contingent charges - • - - - - R,. 58 1~ 10 

, Note.-l he price of cotton seed varies, 'Which accounts for the slight difference in the Itatemen t 
III the body of the leUer and the marginal table. ' 

.. 2g6-Sess. 2. E E 

II. 
Madlas" 



II. 
.lIadras. 

204 'PAPERS RELATING 'TO . MEASURES 'TAKEN'SINCE, 1847 

large quantities, at less cost than when we purchase the seed cotton and have it ginned i and 
without materially mterfering with the established habits of the people, ane! withont expen
sive mathiuery" evell with the great advantages you enjoy In regard ,to low prices and 
proximity to the shippmg port, whIch, nllnd, IS not open to the people, let me ask. If you aud 
the char~es of YOUI' establishment, and all expemes that Illust come int" the merchant's 
account, if you can then delIver ginned cottun at Lilerpolll at a pmht in an ordinary state 
of the,market,8nd exchan~e. 

11. In fPgald 'to the object of my bein~ sent 'to Tinnpvelly, aDd your remark" tbut " less 
costly agent than an Amelican cotton planter might be found qualified lor the work," 1 
consider it a matter ou which you have no right to ammadvert, 

12. You'glve a TOItgh sclledule of the cost of such a plantation as you think ought to be 
eBtabJi~hed and cultivated on the " n~eze" (hired 1abour) Ilystem, which in this country ever 
has, arid ever must fail, while the .. ryotware~ ' .. is' the only 'Plan that can succeed, and that 
plan I' have adopted,'as I'shall presently,show; but allow me to refer vou to the Minutes of 
COllsultatlon, of the 16'tb December 1845, positively 101 bidding- the establtshment of a cotlon 
faim, In deference to your VIews, and contrary to my own judgment, ( recommended tbe 
establishment. of a cotton plantation ,Ill Mal" last, but it waulilt sanctioned by Government. 
How .tben can you ~ay that I "stand aloof" a mere looker on"1 And how ca'. you gra\ ely 
assert tbat ,. do.not fulfil the obligations" 1 have come under IQ'the M~dras Government III 
engaglllg to serve it as an American cotton planter '(" , 

13. The hope I expressed or gradually mixing the nntive and American cotton, in order 
tu obtain. if possible, a" hardier plant than the one and ,more productIve variety than the 
other," which you so strenuously 0fPose, involve~.no very flerlOllJi ground for dispute. In all 
poi.ots where bota~y is cot1cerned" yield with all pOSSible deference ,to your luperior know
ledge an that subject. 

14. I hope the two kinds of cotton planted in two plots of ground will afford you satillfac
tliln in the result, and enable you to prove the superiority: of .the American clltton; but the 
prevalence of repeated drought of four months' cllDtiDuance ,is much against the success of 
the plant, for in thut time It ought to be in full bearing, and if it, bas lost aU that tIme, and 
has to commence Its wOI'k over llgain, it is cIeal' it has lost much. You have sown the native 
cotton out ,of season, as its failure proves; It is ,no further advanced now than it would have 
been if sown at the commencement of the norlh-east monsoon. I.bave an acre of American 
cotton which was sown in June lD ,black lanrl; It produced a. little cattail. befOl'e the DOl th
east monsoon commenced, but since then It has done nothing and looks miserable. Some 
that was sown in red land at the same tUlle did not COllie up we~l, and the few treel! that come 
up S(1on .died lor want of rain. 

15, .1 have cotton'planted in every pObsible way, and it all looks wretched, except indeed 
some that -is sown'1I} red land among palmyra tI ees, which still looks wen; and the plants 
tbat are llear Ihe hedge at1d protected by -it Jook the best. ('merely stale these as facts that 
are unCier my oWD'eye. 'I base n'Jthing on them for or against 'the success 01 the plant in 
this countl'y; both 'the red and black Idnd of this country, especially ifweU-manured, would 
produce cotton ·in the climate of·Mississippi. 

) 6'. 1)1 your 9th; pa~. you say that I have, never s~udied the constitution and habits of 
the lV, eXlCall cotton plant. 1 flft·tend 1I0t to have studit'd the philosopliical phYSiology of 
the plant, but I dO{ profess to know what it reqUIres to enable it to produce a good quality 
anI) a payip~ qualhtl~y. and I believe I have succeeded m convincill!! my rUlployers, bOlh 
hel'e and In England, that I know somethinO' of the businesl5 .which I: have undertaken. I 
say again, let time show who is light. '" , 

17. Your 9th para. I)ontiuues. and you !lay" that thl' locality you now occuRY (Tinnrv('lIy 
and Madur\l) is much more favourable than the vicmitr of COlmbatore, and 1 even suspect 
~han that. oc(}upieli bV our pt't:sent farms for the .culture of the.llel.ican cotton; and 1 thmk, 
moreover, that had the station been difft'lently occnpit'd during the last three yt'ars, the 
1 esult would pra.bably ha we pi OYed ,more satisfactory ~han we have had here." In all Jour 
I pports you have asserted that. the bl"ck land is .unsUlt~d for the American coUon, ~n 00 

that account you remoyt'd your experimental farms to a locality where there is nothmg but 
red'lalld, and whICh by the way hall th~ bf'nefit of both monsoons. ,How then can you 
a"sert so positively-'that the plant WI!! grow here III black land, which baa oDlyooe monsoon, 
and that a velY scanty one? 

18. I thmkthat-an -experiment of seven years in one place is quite enough, and I hope 
the Government will send you out into the open plains to try your skill in the black and 
.red SOil with only one monsoon. If the culture of American cottlln eve, confers the expecled 
benefit 011 India or Enaland, we must "'et out of the little oa."es at the foot of the 
hills and spread if qver the length and b~eadth of tbe land; and I think the- climate or 
this part ot the Gountry affords .us but little hope that we shall be able to make it a staple 
product, HOVlever, wllile ,I' do all I can to, introduce the Amuican cotton and the 
American gm, t must record my fear that the,SucciSS of. the -first is ·exceedingly doubtrul. 
and the latter I assert to be wholly impractlcc1bll'; and that I look to the Indian cotton and 
;the-Indian churka. to.:gain for .Indla that which Ihe .exotic plant and the foreign machine call 
never obtum for her, VIZ" a good clean article. 

18. -YOIl. 
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19. You report results at your farms equal to average of Amedcan land in the American, 
chmate, and' yet \ ou (;'1y that YOll think this part of the country better suited for the 
production ot the Amellcan cotton than your preseot f.umS'. Truly you male this an 
El Durado for cotton; 1 hope the Government WIll take you, at )'I)ur word, and send you to 
test your opinion. ' 

20. The plans which I proposed in my Jetter of the 26th January 1848 have b.-en strictlY' 
adhered to; you found no fault WIth them then; and wbJle eUfY eifoJt has been made to. intro
duce the Americlln cotton, the native article hali. had due attention paid to It. Asl did Dot' 
1101'1' for much succes. in the former, I am not much disappointed with the poor prospect of 
a good crop fi'om the plants which are now under culture by the people themselves. What' 
mOle elJD you wdnt than to see the ryou. take up the matted The bUSiness is in the hands 
of the ryots, With ample iuducemellts t() lio all they can to mak.e It succes~ful. I have agreed 
to pay tbem two rupees. per month for each acre dunng the two 01' three months' that 
embrace the ,cultJvatmg ;;eason, and two ,rupees above the market price per podhee of 
2841bs. in the seed, 01' five rupees above. the market price per candy of ,bOO Ibs. of dean 
cotton. The bUlliness, as I have sdid, is ,in the hands of the ryots; If:it succeeds they Will' 
extend the cultule; if nut, the experiment, after a fair trial~ wIll be for ever .. et at rest. I 
cOIl~ider that the main. object of, my miSSIOn here i,s to improve the native cotton, at the' 
same tinle to d;) all I can to mtroduce the exotic; 'but I must place die latter as the 
"secolJdary" purpose for which I was sent here. My most sangume hopes ill refelence to 
the impl'ovemrnt of the native cotton are being fully realisrd. I was told by the gentlemen 
at Tutacol'in the other d.ty that more good cotton had been brought there thiS year than was 
ever known bt'fore, and I conclude that my humble .efforts at Improvement have alrecldy; 
had some II1flu~nce. 1'1 y object has been to effect.R general benefit, if possible. ' 

21. 1 am happy to say that the plans I have acted upon have been approved 01 hy my 
immediate superior, the Collector of the district, the Government of MadJas, and the 
HOlloura~le Court uf Directors. How then can you say that " In 1'0 acting, I repeat, it is 
my conviction you neither meet the wishes of . Govermpent nor fulfir your own engagement!> 
8S its servant" 1 

22. You, say that I do no* understand the. mechanism ot a cotton gin; how then do you
expect to teach the principle of the machine to· the people of this'country? I made some 
little alteratwn in·the pullies to make them carry th~ band properly, but It then did not run; 
well, the band commg off' cpnstantiy, and I intended to send the gill back to you; but aftel, 
I left, the rY!'t who has charge of the. cotton. cultivation at Courtallum, himself made the 
extl a pllihes with fiutes, jn order to make thenl carry a leather Tope instead, of the band,; he, 
ginned the cotton by ~hat means. I was pleaqed With his ingenuity, and returned the'ginl 
as the ryot sent it to me, but that either of the gins were 10 allY degree injuJed I deny; 
for all you had to do to make tIlem as they were oliginally was to 'put YOUI' pulhes on 
agam ill one J!ase, and in the other to replace the aplon of the hoppel' in Its origmal 
position. 

23. \Vhile I F-trenuou.,ly maintam my own virws I can assure ynu that if you can obtairi 
the sanction of Government for the establishment of a"cotton plantatIOn of 1,000 or .:!,OU() 
ac-refl, and vou Will procure me the land,. I shall be happy to have it cultivated on the m.)st 
sCientific pJinl'iples, liS known and practised by the most successful planters ill Amenca. I 
will even adopt "our su~~estloIlS, that the world may be satisfied that all t"at ('an be has 
hten d(lne to melle the Aillerican cntton successful ill thiS part. (.f,the cuuntry. 

24. I Il.Ive replied to your Jetter from a high sense of duty to our employers. But I 
deny your rrght and doubt jour authority to address me III the manner yuu have; but you 
seenl t,\ c(JiJ~ider yourself at liberty to use such lan2;uage III your officidl cummunicatlons as 
your I'ense of pmpriety dictates, even though it be an open VIolation of the JUles of cOUitt'sy 
among public ~efYants. ' _ 

(signed) T. J. Fillnie, 
Al'oop"ocotta, 18 December 1848. Cotton Pldl1ter. 

: . 

From SUlg£oD R .. Wi9ht, ~uperintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to 7'. J. Finnie; Esq, 
Cotton Phnter. ~roopoocotta. - p 

Sir, 
I RAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt 'of your letter' of the 18th ultimo, and 

cannot help feeling and expressing surprise at it~ very peculiar tone. r have read and 
re-reud my lettt'r, to which It is a reply, and can find nothmg ther~in to Justify the'stylf' 
you have thought fit to adopt, There IS nothing in it I have not belore told you" ithout 
calling tOJ th lin exprei>sion of- du-pleasure. except the remark that you had 1I0t studied. the 
con .. tlt'ltioll an; habits of' the AllIeritan COttOIl plant, and that you were unacquainted with 
the mechar.islll of a {'OttOIl gin. The first of these allegations, bemg matter of opinion which 
I .cdl1not de~onlltrate, I at 'Once withdraw; the other, being susceptiLle of proal, I retain It. 

2. Another pa~sa~e in my"le~ter, judging from the. tone and space devoted to the 1 epl)"t 
seems to have given you pam, and, therefole, calls (or some explanatlQn. 1 allude to_ 
the tourth paragraph, in which' I express surprise at the difficulty; you find in gettmg 
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cotton enough to keep your gins running, considering the confident language employed in 
your l~tter of the 24th May. If you 'Yill take the trouble to tum again to that letter, 
you wlll find that you, with perfect sel1ousne~s, assnre Government, nearly in 60 many 
words, that by means of reason applied through the ~hafts of ridicule you had brO\1CTht 
about a pacific revolution in cotton, and a refonnation in cotton cleaning had baUlshed filth 
and rubbish from the cleaning houses, and deodorised them of their previous compound of 
villanous smells; and finally plerlged yourself under certain circumstaDI!es to have all the 
cotton of the district cleaned according to a giyen sampl~. Then peruse my very slight Rnd 
equally sober reference to lhat letter, and I thu'lk you w111 ut once exonerate me {i'OIll IIlten
tional offence/ It is true you do not mention seed cotton; but as 1 had been for some 
months transacting much business in seed cotton, buymg It and giviD~ it out to be ""inned 
and churkaed, I inferred you were doing the same, gtving part to be ginned and part to be 
cle~ned by the" churka alone" (an expression by the way on which YOIl lar much stress, 
but which I do not clearly understand,; 1'0 haviny. pledged yourself to get al the cotton of 
the distlict so cleaned, I naturally supposed that for the future you would encounter no 
,further difficulty in procuring, out of the ,many hundreds of thousands produced, a few 
thqusand,. pounds to keep your gins at work. Hence the expression of surprise to \\ hich I 
gav~ utterance. Had 1 supposed an allusion to circumstances you had officially placea on 
J'e~ord eQuid, have given you r8.in, I ~hould of course have avoided the topic. ' 

3. Having'premised these explanations, I shall now proceed to leply to sOIl~e other ooints 
of your Jettt'f, merely observing that, setting- aside my own estimate of fbe tone or'other 
parts of my letter-which may be partial and incorrect, I shall view yours as conveying first 
you~ deliberate and carefully ('onsidered defen,e of those parts of your proceedin~s Impugned 
by me; and, secondly, your final convictions 011 the impracticabllltv of profitably growing 
American cotton ,on the open plains of the Indian nenillsula, and forwald it to Government 
Without note or ,:!omment beyond what a copy olthl!! letter cunveys. 

4. 'On -yarious"points our opmioDs widely differ; on 110ne more widely than 011 what we 
respectively esteem the obligatIOns you came under in engaging to sel've the Mlldrds Govern
ment. My views on 'that topic have, in valious forms, been repeatedly stated hitherto with~ 
out exciting displeasure; why, therefore, the extreme irritability of temprr di~pla} ed in the 
first two Or three' paragraphs, and more or less throughout the whole of your plt·sent letter? 
You c1ailll the right of thinkmg and acting for yourself in the mana~:ement of the business 
,intrusted to your care. I feel con6dent I have Ilel er gainsdi,l that claim; but I have said, 
and do now say~ that 1 thought the quantity of work .done was incommensur.lte \\ith the 
time,?ccupied ,in,d'olng .it. Your last statement, dated 15 ,December 1848, shows th,1t UP. to 
that period: about,thr\!e years' work, you had only purchased 202 bales of cottOIl, and dUring 
the whole perioQ' you 'have decIlIled attemptmg even to cultivate an acre, except at the 
Courtallum Model Farm, whel'e 1 believe you planted a few acres. ThiS I consider m('st 
incommensUi ate;'lJut considering that fully a third, or perhaps more nearly a half ofthe.time, 
you have been ab,ent from your station, it is not much to be wondered at. I have known 
you absent for nearly seven months at a time, leavmg your dllties to be carried 011 ail they 
best mIght by.some bubordillate. Pel'haps you think that l'ight; I du not. 

a. You ten me your immediate supel iors, the Collector, the Madras Government, and 
Court of Directors, have all approved of the plans you have acted upon. For the opillions 
of all these authorities r have the very highest respect; but, as head of tillS establiShment, 
and intimately acquainted With its duties, I form my own opinions and retain them, not
withstandillg your a .. surance to the effect that they are in opposition to the whole. But 
I. trust you will excuse me fur going so far as to mention the expresslOll 1)( a doubt as to the 
correctness of YOUl information, when stating that any, much less all the authorities YOIl 

mention, ~ppl:ove of' your plan of acting in absentmg yourself ~o much from your station. 
On one occaSIOn, as above stated, lOU were absent for seven contmuous months, (a few days 
more or less); and within four or ve months after, left again for a further period of three or 
four months. 1 cannot positively say that, had such repeated and prolonged absence from 
the immediate sphere of your duties been officially brought to the notice of either the local 
Government or the Court of Directors, either would have di~approved of it; but I do say, 
that if approbation waS expressed, you are' indeed a highly favoured servant, such indul
gences not being the practice of this Government. 

6, The contradiction in my leLter, to which yon call attenti9n in the 6th parlgraph, is 
,easily explained, all cotton purchases hert> are made, not in candles, but in load. or half 
ca~dies; and I> rupees a load being tht' currel~t expression of the price of ~otton, th~ figure 
.5 10 place of 10 was accidentally put down m the draft, and overfooked m correctmg the 
copy. Our bales are 3001bs. 

7. The presumed change in my views, nd\'erted to in vour 7th para., and emphasised, as 
,ploceecling from an unworthy motive, by the addition; in yuur own handwriting. of two 
points of admiratIOn, is also susceptible of easy explanation, fully exonerating me from the 
charge ofwaywdrd fickleness. 

ft,/y ou al e cOl'rect in saying that, in July 1846, I l'ecom~ended the purchase of churka
hledn~d .COttOIl Ii»)' compalative trial, by English l'pinnels, with ginne:i cotton ot the same 
deSCl'lptlOl1. The suggestion was approved by Gov~rnment and the purchase ordert'd. 1\Iy 
letter and the correspondlll'~ Minute of Council were subsequently forwarded to the Court 
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of Directors. The Court approved of the suggestion, 1)ut, I presume, ob~erving that pur
chasing the ready prepared marketable article would change the character or the transac
tion from an experimental to a mercantJie one, and thereby involve them in an illegal pro
ceeding, directed that sea cotton should be purchased and cleaned by us, partly by the gin, 
partly by the churka. This I did last season, purchasing seed cotton, storing it in our 
go~owns, and then issuing it partly to be ginned and partly to be churkaed. 

9. It is possible that i/\ taking that view; I may have misinterpreted the Courl's motives 
fOI' eh·ing such an order, but J rather think I have not, as it IS ba~ed on some remarks made 
by a mel chant. And if I have not erred, it follows, that the whole of Ihat part of your 
letter relating to the purchase, by Government, of churka-cleaned cotton, ,must tall to the 
ground, such purchases being iIle~al. at least so I understand the 4th clause of the present 
charter; and, thel'efore, when you proposed the measure to me, I recommended your 
applying for fresh instructions before enga~mg: in a transaction which might bring the 
Govrrnment into collision with the mercantile intelest, as being a departure from the prO
visions of an Act of Parliament. 

10. Before finally taking leave cf the subject of tergiversation with which you so uncere
moniously charge me, and for a bad purpose too, have the goodness to reperuse your diary 
for September 1846, copy of which I laid on the Government table, 11th November of that 
year, and then youf letter of 13th January 1847. Having ref'reshed your memory, you will 
perhaps feel disposed to Withdraw your uncharitable insinuation as to Illy motivt's, supposmg 
that I have changed my mind, which I deny. 

11. The terms "Neeze" and" Ryot-naree," as used in your 12th paragraph, are 
unknown to me; the first, indeed, I have never heard, and 'presume it is a local word. 
'With the term 1/ I'yotwaree" I am familiar; but have always understood that it apphed to ~ 
system of land tenures and assessment, not to any kind of labour or mode of cultivoltion. 
In this dIstrict the telm ., malewarren" is in use, meaning an agreement between a pro
prietor and cultivator; perhaps it is to that you allude. In the same paragraph you refer me 
to the Minutes of Consultation, 16th December 18i5, as forbidding the establishment ot a cot .. 
tori farm. That order is not, I believe, altogether a case in point; but I shall admIt its validIty 
as such, and in return beg leave to refer you to Minutes of Consultation, No. 757, dated 30th 
June 1847. From these I learn you were verv anxious to have a small model follm, about 
50 acres, at Courtallum, which was readily sinctioned. Had a similar one been solicited 
with equal earnestness at Aroopoocotta, for the purposP !Jf teaching the natIves of that 
place how to cultivate American eottun, I apprehend it would 1I0t have been withheld. 
Under this conVIctIOn my. opinions remam unchanged. I still think the natives there shlluld 
have had the advantage, on a small scale, of both precept and example, and feel certain, 
t11at had you been as urgently 'solicitous to confer that benefit on them as YOIl were to give 
'It to those ,at Courtallum, Government would not. ha~e withheld its sanction. If you applied 
for a farm of 500 or 1,600 acres, I can easily understand why it was not granted. , . 

12. In your 14th paragraph, 1 am SQrry'to observe, you put an exceedingly forced arId 
illegal construction on my language, thereby weakening your own position and defence, by 
resting it on an untenable and undignified qUibble. A moment's lefiection must have shown 
you that I simply record a fact, showing the equal hardiness, 'or, if you will, the equal 
tenacity oflife,' 01 the two plants, and deduce conclusions widel)' at variance with those you 
craw. 

13. The neAt seven palagrapbs' of your It'tter, from 15 to 21 inclusive, I shall pass over 
almost Without note; not.that I can subscribe either to your views, as propounded in them, 
or to the manner you support them, but because I feel unwilling, while placing them before 
Government (as eApressmg your deliberate opinions as to the impossibility of gl'Owmg 
American cotton in 80uthem India, and as your reply to my objections to your ploceeumgs 
on that he .• d). to weaken ,whatever effect they may be calculated to produce In your fdvoDr 
as a whole, by pomting out their many weak points. One or two may, however, be 
noticed. 

14. You all throll~h lay great stress on the importance of having the benefit of the two 
monsoons in the cultivation of American cotton m India. I was fOI'melly, to some E'uent, of 
the !lame way of thinking; but now I am com inced the opinion ios most erroneous. A cun
siderable pOI tion of our folrms, both last year and this, was sown at such 'It !le<lson as to 
obtain both monsoons, namely. inl\fay and June. The filst monsoon, in July, brought the 
plant into full bearing; the second followed after the picking had begun, and rumed neal'Iy 
the whole of the remaming crop. Last year [ did not attach so much imporlance to the 
fact, owing to the unusual cOlltinuance of the rains, which injured crops sown even so lolte as 
Seplember; but thiS yeal' the Octobel' rains, though very scanty, notwithstandmg Illtiicted 
sevele injury on our June-sown lands. Those sown at the pnd of the fir<;t monsoon, in 
August, Yielded fair ClOps in November and December, coming into pick aftel' the second 
monsoon had passed over. 

IS. You ha\'e I epeatedly advel'led, in the course of our corre!>pondence, to the insuffi
-clency ot lain ill India to bling t., matulity a CI'OP 01 American cotton. On this POllU I 
have al\\ays differed from you, and I am now most anxious to have that dIfference settled, 
by reference to the rain-gauge register of anv of the cotton-growing states of America. Can 
you assist me \ll obtaining one 1 My own impression is that comparatively little is I equired 
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after the ground has been once well soaked; yolt think! otherwise. A reference to a rain 
register is very desirable. Already a refelt'nce to " heat one has shown. that the mt'an tem
perature 01 Madras, during the cool months, our cotton ~ultivatrnl! 8e.189n, IS about scven 
dew cell below that of Natchez, in ~iSSISSlppi, durmg the summer, ur CultJvlIlmg season of 
that province. The diolate, therefore, of Madrall, dUlillg our cool seaBon, is not too hot 
but, If an\·thinl!. too cold, for the culbvation of Amerlcau cotton at that !'eason of the year: 
A Slllillar 'comparlson of rain-gau~e5 would, I beheve, in hl.e manner show. th.1t 80 Idr "'am 
being 100 dry, the climate 01 tht' CalDatl(~ at that seaSt'n is more hUlllJd than the sumlllel ill 
l\1IS:'I~Slppi.' The Madras reglslel, fi'Om the Ist SeplemLer to the 31st December, give'! an 
average 01 nparly 34 inches. 1 cl1;nnot suppo~e that the falls of rain in Mis'Hssippi, bl'tween 
the h·t 01 Aplll and 31~t July, gIVe so much, neither can I sllppose so much required lor: 
allY dlY Cl'Op. 

l~. In your l~th paragraph you pJOpose that. I should he sent i~lo the plains, to try U1Y 
skill on black and red ~olls, with onlv one monsoon. To thi~ 1 am mos' aO"I"I edble; I hage 
heN) ·long \\'i~hing to have It tried, alld supported yuur application for employment under thiS 
PreslI.lency 101' the expre!os pUJ pose of hdvlDg the teasibillty of the cultllIe of American cotton 
on the plaIDS properly tested by a skilful and zealous planter. At that tlllle you promIsed m~ 
yO'!.1I energetic sUppO! 1. A volunteer, in thll per!lon at the acting col'.:ctQr 01 T .injore, IS lIOW 

kindly giving the ald· you t.hen promIsed. He wrItes me, on the 6t h Decemher," that 
Alllel'l('an cOLton seed, sown early in September, IS wonderfullv fine; pI.lots up to 2~ feet 
alld 84 feet Illgh, and loaded wit., bolls, and only waiting for the blight sunshlDe to burst. 
That sown the be~JIllling of Octobel' IS Just now opening into ~ower, aud ill only about one 
toot 11lgh, eVidently kept bdck by tile heavy monsoon.:' 

17, 111 }our 22d paragraph you dispose of my complaint of your !<pOlling OUI' ~ilJs, and then 
blammg us 101' their mefficlency, by asking lue a' quelotion-"1f I do not undehtand the 
mt'chamsm of a cotton gill, how then do you expect.to teach the principle of the machine to 
the people of the cou~try"!! This ploceeding. Is,ingel\IOUS, but not conclusive, not mel ely as 
laylnl! YOll open t<l a countel-qucstron, but because It is Dot probable natiyes would conSider 
th~ bUIlder of snch a machine t10 Ignor,'l1t of hiS busllless as to deem tt,emselve& called IIpon 
III the fir!'\ mstancp. to alter its conRtttlctlon, ,to the mjury of It& WOI kID!! propel,ties, and then 
complam of itll ineffiCiency. ThiS you did when yt>u alt~rcd the position of the brush puL.. 
,lies ()f the fhst gins )c;>lt got, as sl.own m the one you condemned and l'eturntd as being 110 
bad you could dO' nothmg With it. 

IS. The alteration .. of which I complain are not, those of the apron o£ the boppC'rll.nd 
such like small maLters, but ot .the brush pulhe~. by which, 10 ,the .one .case, the working of 
the gm was 81,> much impeded that i\ix men III place of fout were required t.) drive it, and in 
the othel' it was made to revolve the.wr'Jng way. ' 

19. The little American gin, "hen it left this, was in perfect wOIk.iug order, and had 
been in use' for some time. 'Vhen you got it you •• ' made some little alteration on the 
pullies to make them calry th~ bapd ploperly, but thenl it did not run well, the band 
camillI' off constantly." On Its relunl the pullies and bancl were restored to theJJ: 
origmal rosmon, and ,d lIt;ing. some days I I wai.l worked }Jere without a sm~le slip. 

20.' In ~'our 23d para. ynu " assure me that if I ,can obtain the sanction of Government 
fl)r tlit.' establishment of a cotton plantation of I,OOQ or 2,000 ael'es, and I Will procure yuu.. 
tht' land, you ~hall be happy to' have It cultivated all the most scientific principles 8S known 
and practised b)'j the most sllccessful planters in America," &c. Permit me in return to 
astoure you that ill makmg such an, offer you undertake more than you can perform. I dct 
1I0t allupe to your knowledge or otherWise of the sCIentific prinCiples of American agri
~ultl,Jle. lo!' all that 'head I am Ignorant; but to my own acquamtance With the dlfficulties 
()f hdlan farming. all!1 my knowledge .. f the eKlellt of gl'Ound comprised ,within an area ol 
1,::00 or :!,OOO neres, which enables me to mfi,rm you tba~ it is much. easier to undertake 
such a task .sittLng ,at the desk than to fulfil Jt IR the held: such a boast is lost on me. 

21. Your concluding paragraph is so exceedingly appropliate to the whole tenor of your 
extraordinary letterf thllt] must beg the fdVOIU of being permitted to ·adopt it as my own, 
and request you Will have. the. Iroodness attentively to reperuse it as· the' conclusion of 
this lettel'. 

22 ... I have replied to your h·tter from a high sense or duty to our employers. But I 
deny ,our ught, and doubt your authority, to address me ill the manner you have; but you 
seem \0 ~01l81del' youI'»elf at libel ty to lise mch language in your official (.olulJIunicatlons 
as your sellse of propllety dIctates, even thollgh it be an open viulatlOn of the rules of 
cOUitt'SY among pubbc servants." . 

Coimbatore, 30 J.lIluary 1849. 
(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cotton FarDls. 
/ 
P.S -In your :20th para • .lou say, "The plans ",hich I propose~ In my letter of the 26th 

Jallllllr 1846 hllve been strictly .. dhered to; you lound no fault With them then; and while 
evel'~ e It has been made to Introduce the American t.'Otton,..Lbe native article has had dne 
aUent10n BId to il." . 

, ThiS fen eoce contains three distinct propositions. On ,the first,· that your plan. have-' 
been strictI \adht'~ed to, 1 would merely rem.lrk that 1iuch,.may be .the· case, though, 80 far 

as. 
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«8S 1 understand them, I rathFr think 1I0t; bllt of this I feel more certain, that if ther have 
oet'll adllered tu, they have not In any in!'tan('e b~en ,worked 'Out 10 "serul or satisfactory 
-coltchll'lOnS, though thlee yeals have now elal'sed "inc~ thf'y wpre sketched. 

Re<>srdmg the Recond, which I have undet'lmed, I have only to lE'mark that that letter 
'Wu ;ot Iludrellsed to me, hence It was not my place to remark on it unle!'s called upon to 
do Sf) by (JoVl·rnmeut. Hact I been so called upon, I beg to aS$Ule you that .t is sufficientlv 
open to rrmal k; but 1J0twlthstanrJlllg its opennes'l to cl'lticism, I am free tu confess th~t 
had I, when it wall fhst sent 10, been desired to pasil an opinion on it, I should have .felt 
du,posed to entertain and e~prt"ss favourable anticipations of the result of your proposals; 
partly on account of you I' conhdent stlam, and the large proullses with which you introduce 
them, but above all on account of the superabundant zeal with "hich evet·y p,lge of your 

'Jetter seems til overflow. But whele are the lesuIts? 
Frolll the third, that every eifol t has been made to intro(iuce the American cotton, I be'" 

.leave distinctly to record my dissent, so fa.r a.s you ale concerned. Dolrmg the three ) eafs 
,\\hich have elapsed since that letter was wl'itten, you ha\e not once, I belie.e, been in 
A,,"opoocottah fmm the middle of August to the middle of "October, the proper cultivating 
season of American cotton; so that whatevel' may have been done there nas done by 
,ubordlllates in your absence. I thelefore conclude, as legards tbat place, you lIIe ECdrceiy 
in a better pO!>ltioll to assert that every effort ha .. been made to introduce tht> American 
plant than I am. Your allusion to native cotton is too general 10 hdmit of my expressing 
an ~pmlOn on the subject. 

1 have, sillce the 11th pJra. of this letter was transcribed, found the two terms adverted 
,to In it, and hud they are Bengalee words, Neez and Ryottee, not Ryotw.,ree. The 
,explanations given do not induce, me to alter or ruodlfy my vIews or su~ge .. tJOIlS as stated 
in my last letter. If a farm is cultivated on ryottee contract it is simply ryot cultIvation, 
not American. What I ur~e-Is America.n cultivation by hired labour; and, whate\'er you 
may thmk to the contrary, I k~ow It "ill often succeed "hile the other falls. 

(signed) R. Wight. 

MINUTE. 

1. I THINK the time has now fully arrived when Govellllllent should come to a final 
,,()eci~ion on the subject of the continuance or otherwise of the experimental cotton farms, 
and the longer employment of Dr. Wight and Mr. Finnie, as "ell as of the subordmale 
asslstan~ emplo)ed under them. 

2. The last despatch from the home authorities on this important tOpIC IS dated the 4~h 
of ,luly 1848, and init Ihe Honourable 'Court distinctly intimate their concurrence ID the 
view taken by this Government in the letter:! to which that despatch is a reply, as 10 " the 
expediency of relinquishing the Government cotton farms in COimbatore." 

3. With this authority before 'Us, it might, perhaps, have been expt'cted that we shlluld 
have acted upon, it without' the delay' that has taken, place; but I have' been anxious 
to look again nal'rowly mto the whole question, not with the smallest doubt of (he \\i~dom 

·an.1 prol'rietv'of the Honourable Court'f; ol'mion ((In 'Which I had, ;n ,fdet,'previously 
expressed my 81 ntimt'nts by anticipation in 10.\' mlDute of the 15th of July 1848), but with 
the desire of proposing to the Board at least the ont\ine of the arrangements that would 
.become requisite on the cessation of Dr. \VigIH's functions as Superintendent of the 
i,nms. 

4. With this ohject in view I have, for the second' time, gone mest carefully through die 
whole of the correspondence and papers on the 'cotton question; and I think it proper, 
before I state my plans, to repeat my perfect convictIOn, that the East India Company 

-and this Government, in obedience 10 'their oroets, 'have abeady done everything that 
, was either requiSIte or caUed for, to give the experimpntal farms the fairest, fulll:?st, and 
'most liberal trial; and I am therefore not only satisfied that they shootd be fOl'thwith 
• discontinued, but I conceive that tilt-it· further eX:lstence would be· calculated to- 'do great 
hal'm to I the 'cause which tht>y were' origtllally \ i"tended -to promote, by tmavoldah)y 

-leading' . the natives of the cotton.growing districts to imagine, that GOllemment alone 
, have the means and 'faCilIty of raising Amel'itan cotton, or of un proving the culture and 
1uality of the indigenous plant. 

,6. ,My strong impre~siotl, {rom' a ,rellewed perusal of the papers DOW before me, is, that 
the cultlvatl:lIl' of Amel'icau cotton in any part of tlus presidency will always be 

,Qlttended with a chance of failure, owing to the variableness and unsuitableness of the 
-soil and climate; b~t that it -will gruw, and may occasional~y produce. heavy and 
sufficiently ~muneJatlD2" crops seems to me to have been .undenlably .estabhshed. ThiS 

,la.tter opinioll, however, I must obsel ve, goes even beyond the apparently general deduction 
.. of the different American CAtton planters who have been empwyed in the Madras dlStflCtS. 
i Some of them have unhesitatingly pronounced the experiment to be llopelt'ss, amongst 
whom [ may mention.the.names of Mr. Mercer and Mr. Finnie, the latter at present 

·fitationed III Tinnevelly; and not one of ' them, that I can pt'rceive, has e\"er supported 
,the san~uine hopes and predictions, of Dr. Wight, ·and, pe.rhaps, I may add likewise of 
.Mr. Wl'uu~hton, the absent prtncipal collector ot Coimbatore. 
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6. The period,llowever, 'f?r predictions. and prospects strikes me to have passed ~way. 
The farms have now, been In full operatiOn for the long lap~e of seven vea~ exclusive 
o~ preceding extensive measures, all of which were. nearly abortive. Arid I ;hink it is 
impossible to read, as I have done, the papers herewith circulated. witbout seem'" that 
,the experimental farms have latterly merged into a mere mercantile speculation III~d that 
the arguments adduced for their longer continuance are based far more' on future hopes 
than on past experience. • 

7. It would be quit~ u~eless for me, and I may candidly deClare that I am not 
qualified for the task, to enter into any lengthened disquisition as to the causes of failure 
I believe It' to he solely ascribable to the natural defects ot climate and soli, especially 
the former. I would appeal to any persons who have passed much of their hIe ill India 
and who .have practically studied sU"h subjects, to say whether those defllcts are not 
oftfn found to be unaccuuntably insurmountable, and that, even when occasionally over
,come, the success is not to be ascribed to some, to us, unintelligible secret effort or 
working of nature, which it i,s imp0i'sible to fathom. I have never myself attempted 
the cultIvatIon of cotton, but I have been, in volrious parts of India, a very successful 
and ex~en,slve pr~ctIcal gardener in flo\\ers, fruits, and vegetables; and I have constantly 
found It ImpOSSIble to lalse or brm~ to perfection, In one place, plants which grew and 
produced m~s~ largely and luxuriantly in, others. Wbo, 1 would in'lu're, can explain 
why that deliCIOUS frUit, the mangostem, IS confined to a small Circle of the Stlait .. of 
Malacc~; why the maize. or Indian corn (which in every part of India. that I am 
aware of~ requires uncedsing irI'igatlOn), grows on the hills In the vicinity of Nankin, in 
Chma, as a dry crop; 0)' why I found that the pumplenoses (shaddock of the \V est 
Indies), which grew in my garden at BhooJ' in the arId and proverbially hot clilrate 
of Kutch, }Vere tar superIOr, both in size and flavour, to any that I have ever seen either 
at Bombay or on the coast of Malabar 1 

8. 1 see that Ilr. Wight attributes the f,lilure of the cotton in Coimbatore to the want 
'Of humidity in tht' climate, and it i:l very likely he is correct; but, with every defer,. 
ence to hIS botanical and other acquirements, I differ from him in his interpretation of 
a humid climate; he defines that, as I understand Ilim,' to depend on the quantity of lain, 
but this 1 mllst be permitted to question. The lllwer parts of Scinde, in which rain, 
beyond a few showers, does not u~ually fall in more than one Ollt of three or four years~ 
1'1, for ~everal months of each year, the most hU'l,id climate I have ever li"ed in, and 
I beheve there are other legions of the globe to which the same I'emark'may be still 
more forCibly applied. 

9. I have been. led to make these perhaps not alto !.tether relevant remarks, to show 
that I have not taken a superfiCIal view of the Important question before me; (give 
Dr. WIght the highest credit for IllS zeal and perseverance; but had he done far more 
to demonstrate his plans than he has done, I reiterate'my opinion that the ryot! should 
now be left to themselves, with the advantage of ' such adyice and'instruction as can be
given to them through the Collecters and Revenue establishments, aided by tlle subor
dinate cottO\} assistants who will be attached to them, at least for a time. 

10. I now proceed to explain the' arrangements which I would recommend being: 
made. 

11. MI'. Finnie's engagement With the East India Company having been made for
two vears certain from the 16th of October 1847, he ought, I think, tt) remain in 
Tinnevelly tIll the expiration of that time, and be ph iced at once wholly and unquali
fiedly under the orders of the olhciating Collector. He should be directed, through Mr. 
Eltan, to give his whole time and attention exclusively to instructing the natives in the 
practical use of the gins, presses, cqurkas, thrasher .. , and other implements required in the
c1eanmg and prepardlion of the cotton; but I, would say, he had better flOt i~terFe~e
WIth the cultivation of the plant (whether American or Indian) further than offermg bls 
adVice when asked for; because, it be tenders his adVice, and the crop should afterwards, 
from any cause, unfortunately fail, it Will be, however erroneously, sure to be at~ributed 
to hIS innovations. He has alu:ady, I believe. at lea.t one assistant attached to him, and 
I would s}lggest ~hat Dr. Wight should be In!ltructed to transfer imme,djll:t~ly ~ ,the 
Collectorate of Tmnevelly, for the purpose of being placed under Mr. Fmme s tUItIOn,. 
one half of the East Indian lads now 'with him. These lads have already, of course,. 
obtained a certain de<Tree of information and knowledge of the wOlk required of them; 
and I hope, with M~. Elton's supervision, and M,r. Finni~'s valuable practical instruc
tion, they Will be able to take charge of all the gInS and In-truments above alluded, to, 
~in,cluding a part of those which a:~ on ,their way ~rom England), by t~e perIOd ,,:hl,:h 
It IS proposed to fix for Mr. Finme s Withdrawal from the public sel'nce. Mr. FIDDle
should be further directed to desist immediately from purchasing any more totton on 
behalf of Government, and to close his accounts, and break up whatever estabhshment 
be may have entertamed for that duty. He will be clearly made to understand, that 
all his proceedings are, henceforward, during his residence at. Tinnevelly, to be conducted 
under the authority of the officiating Collector; and that any rep~esentations or observa
tions which he may wish to offer on the subject of cotton must be addressed to, or 
at all events through that officer for the informatIOn and ~r,!lers of Go'~rnment. 

• -12. Dr. 
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, 12. Dr. Wight should also be instructed to dIscharge, at onc!:', all establishments which have 
hitherto been employed for the experimental tarmll, and to place Messrs. Sht'rman & Cuxton, 
and'the other half of Ihe East Indian boys, at the disposal ot the officiating principal col
lector of Cairn batore, who will be pleased to assign to all and each of them their proper 
posts and duties. The gm-houses at Coimbatore and Aroopoocotta will, of course, be taken 
charge of by the collectors, and, for a seeson at least, the ryots should have the use of them 
gratis, as well as of all other agricultural and cotton-cleamng in ... truments, which have been 
so profusely and leadIly supplied by the HOllourable COUlt; but 1 by 110 medns deem it 
either nece~sary, or even advisable, that this loystf'm should be considered a permanent one, 
and both the collectors will hereafter be expected to report to Go,ernmeut when, in their 
estimation, the ryots ought to be required to pay some trifling SUUl f(lr the us~ of the Govern
ment instruments and apparatus. 

13. Government will be prepared to conFoider favourably, and to submit for ~anction to 
the proper quarter, such moderate increase to the present salaries of Mel"Hs. ~herman & 
Cuxton, as well as to the allowances of tbe East Indian ladll, as the collectors may severally 
see 'fit to recommend, so soon as the new arrangements !lre carried into execution. It occurs 
to me that on the departure of Mr. Finnie, It wlll be deSirable that either Mr. Sherman or 
Mr. Cuxton should be transferred to Tmnevf'lIy from Coimbatol'e, but whelever they may 
be eventually statIoned, their chief (or perhaps ( may say sole) occupation in both districts 
will be to o\erlook tueproceedillgs of the East Indian lads who, I have already obsened, it 

'is supposed will be fully qualitit:d to be put III charge of tile cotton-cleaning machines an<t 
implements of all kmds. The revenue authonties will, of coun'e, be most careful to guard 
~hat Ilone of the assistants or others who may be employed on the duties here described, 
receive, on any pretence, the smallest private gratification or present from persons, whether 
the actual growers of the cotton 01" the intermediate brokers, for work done With the public 
Inachmery and at the Government gin or press houses. ' 

, 14. J purposely reflain in this mmute from any crilicaLexamination of the recriminatory 
di~cussions between Dr. Wight and Mr. Fmnie, W}llCh latterly appear to have formed almost 
,the sole.' theme of their mutual corlespondencc; suffiCIent eVidence IS given hy it that thdse 
two gentlemen' never could agam have acted together with advantage to the public 
interests; but as Ihat can be 00 longer reqUired in the remotest degree, it is needless to 
~nlal'ge on the subject. I must, nevertheless, do DI. Wight the justice of statmg (particu
larly ali 1 had at on~ time Imuibed a somewhat different impression),that he has been con
.sistent thl'ou!!l1out, and that although, hiS ideas regardmg Mr. Flnme may have at times been 
rather aCrlmoniollsly expresserl. I can find considerable pallIation for his, warmth. On the 
otht'r hand, when I come to carefully compare the notes I made on Mr. Fmnie'" letters, I 
discovereu various discrepancIes and assertions which 'W~re open to refutation, IlDd many of 
which he has' latterly vainly. in my eyes, attempted to explain away. I 

15. The only remaining point which seemll to call for my notice IS the letter addressed on 
the 1 st of March 1848, by the Manchester Commercidl thsoclatlOn, tIl the Honourable the 
Court (If Directors, and a copy of wrlich was transmitted to us in the Court's despatch of 
the 15th of the sam~ month. I observe that the aSSOClatloll state" that It (New Orleans 
cotton) can be produced cheaply and profitably has also been satisfactOrily pl'oved;" and 
that they go on to assume," that had the same all.ount at' encouragement been afforded in 
th.lt part of India (COImbatore) as has been given in Dharwar, far greater quantities would 
ere thiS have been produced." 

16. 'fo both these assertions t J;Ilost unhesitatingly 'demur; 'I neither, after the most 
unbl8l'sed aud anxious dehberdtlon, admu the one- nor thp other. I do not deny but 
occaslondl small batcbes of excelltlnt cotton wool have been sent to England· flOm: 
CotDlbatore, but they formed the exceptIOn, not the rule; aud with rl'spect to the alleged 
absence of sufficient encouragement, no one who has taken the trouble ,md pams which I 
have felt it my duty to do. to obtam a pellect insight into the whole matter, and who has 
thereby arrived at a. knowledge of the read mess, the liberality, and the deep anxiety which 
the Honourable Court and the Madras GovelDment have shllwn on all and every occasIOn 
10 uo whatever was pointed Ollt or asked to advance the object IU view, will, for an mstant, 
admIt the, ortectness or applicabilIty of the accusalion; my own deCided sentiments are, 
thdt the merchants nf Manche.ster must bldme themselves for any madequdcy of the future 
supply, unless they come forward (as has been ovel' and over again urged upon them) and 
apply theIr own agents and capItal to the task in which Govemme.\t have set them all 
example, and pointed out (accOl~lIlg to their own showing) so easy a cuur!'e • 

'4 May 1849. 
• (srgned) Henry Pottinger. 

MEMORANDUM. 

DR. \VIGHT, sup~rintending cotton farms, came to my office this day, and I took the 
o~e~rlunity of ~skmg him to explain to me, for the mformatlon ofGovelllUlent, the fxact state 
~t hIS department at the present moment. 

He states that he, has about 500 acres of land, palt wastel part puttah land, or land 
bdd by ryots' on puttah, all of which is ploughed and ready for seed. July bemg the 
.' .296-Sess. 2. F F proper 
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prope~ sowing season. he prop~ses to sow the whole of. this with three different kind. of 
Amem'an seed, and a large portl~n wIth 1h~ Sea Island seed lately received from the Honour
able Court, retaining some portwD of this Sea Island, seed for expenments on the coast 
land. 

The ,,:,hole of~is 600 acres b; states ,is wOIked by the farm establishment and c'lUJe; 
in addition to tIllS 600 acres he JS preparIng about 200 acres to be cultivated entirely by 
paid native ,Iabourt'!s working on contract, employing their native cattle and implements. 
but under his supenntendence. 

So far all ba!> passed the present year is favourable, and the establishment is in advance 
of former years, and well prepared to t,ak: advantage of the season. Fodder is in COurse 
of being prOVided fot the f<lrm a~d gmnmg house cattle, by ploughin ... and sowin •• waste 
land with cholum, to be cut before It ,comes to seed and dried like hay"'; about 60 :cres uf 
18l~~ is thus prepared and wI~1 he avaIlable next year for:, Colton crop. 

Ine land held by Dr. Wlght from the ryots, and whICh he de:.ignate8 puttah land is 
rented from the ryots on payment, if dry land, of the Government assessment and half' as 
much again as compensation. If garden land, of which thel'e may be about' ten acre!! 011 
payment, as comppnsation, of double the Government assessment.. ' ,. 

Dr. Wight states that the Honoura~le C,,)Ort'8 .orders for the supply of 6,000 bales have 
been about half executed; and he thmks It desIrable to continue the sup»ly of ginned 
cotton, in order to keep the gin-house cattle at ,vork at seasons when they would otherwise 
be idle and expensive to Government, and becauF;~ t~e ginned cottOIl i'S profitable, yielding 
20 or 25 per cent. upon cost and charges. Mr. Finnie, too, has got a good portion of the 
Court's Older f~r churkaed cot:on unexecuted. Dr. Wight has now 100 bales of country 
cotton at Cochm ready for shipment, and 8,000 rupees worth purchased at Coimbatore 
being ginned as rapidly as possible. 

Last year's Cf?P having been shOlt',he cann?t say how much Will be obtained j but '100 
bales might be gmned and ~ent to Cochm for shIpment before the end of 1849. Under his 
system (;f early sowings, the pickmg of the crop commence .. iu November and finishes in 
April. He calculates to have 500 lbs. per aCle of seed cotton (American) from the land he 
hImself cultivates, whicb, from 500 acres, would give 260 bales, and 300 lbs. per acre {rom 
the 200 acres cultivated by native labour, whicb would yield 60 bales; and says he shall be 
much disapPl)inted at a lower result. He also calculates OQ the outturn of Ihe pl'esent. 
year paying all agricultural expenses of the farm, exclusive alone of his own salary· and 
says that, now that, the seed IS sown early, and l~ot as {oJ'merly in the cold weath~r, he 
considers the American cotton no longer an uncertaIn crop. 

I explained to Dr. Wlght 1 wished to lay this mformation before Government, though 
I in no way hinted the views of the Honourable Court's despatch, and I read him the notes 
Ihad taken, and he assented to their correctness. It seemio!; to me desirable that what is 
above stated should he known to Government before a final decision (Jf the question of the 
discontinuance of the farms lIS passed, I have ventured to ~end thili memorandum for the 
consideration of the Right Honollrable the Governor and the Members of Cuuncil. 

(signed) H. C. JJontgome'7l, 
II May 1849. :'ecretary to Government. 

l\IElIIORAl'I DUM. 

THE accompanying memorandum, containing the result of Sir Henry Montgomery's 
velbal communications With Dr. 'Vight, reached me yesterday evening; and, after vf'ry 
careful reflection, I beg to state, that it seems to me to form a stroog confirmation of the 
opinion expressed in my minute" on cotton," of the 4th instant, as tu the evils done, and 
doing, to the native culture of both the American and Indian plant, by the ex:istence and 
longer continuance of the experimental farms. 

I have seen nothing in the despatches from England that would Jead me to believe that 
the Honourable Court at any time intended the experiments 10 be carried to th~ extent here 
shown; and I am surprised to obsel'v'e, that Dr. Wight, who not long a~o strongly urged a 
relIlissioD of half the land rent, is now paying for ground to be planted with cotton to the 
ryots, from whom he bas obtained it. an additional rent equal in some cases to half and in 
others to double the demand of Government. It seems to me- to be morally impossible that 
the people can comprehend the motive for this arrangement (which I acknowledge I d~ 
not), and that it must have the effect of deterring, in lieu of encouraging, them from 
entering into a competitIOn with' Government, "ho have such command of money and 
means. • . 

My recommenda.tion n~w is, that the plans proposed in my minute shall still.be enforced, 
and that the officlatmg prinCIpal collt:ctor of t,;oimbatOl'e (aided by Messrs. Shermao, 
Cuxton, and the East Indian lads) shall be in'>tructed to attend to all those parts of Dr. 
Wight's contemplated measures for this season (year) that cannot be laid aslde, or that thE 
natu'es cannot be induced to undertake on their own behalf. 'l1le collector may be authe
rlspd to purcha!<e all the cotton, at a favourable rate, grown on the land, and to have It 
cleaned and shiJ;lped. . 

12 .May 1849. 
(signed) Henry Pottingn-_ 
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M'nn:XE. 

HA,VINI] read and fully consideted the minute of the Right HonoUlable the Governor, 
and referred to the papers Circulated with it, I am of opinion that it IS time to put a stop to 
Dr. Wiaht's experimental cultivation of cotton in Coimbatore, and also to hi .. mercantile 
operatl~s in purchasing and shipping cotton the produce of that dIStrict. with a view to the 
ascertainment of its value in the English market; and I concur in the su~~estil)ns of the 
Governur for bringing the business both of the farms, a!ld of co,ntracting with the ryots for 
the produce raised by them, to a close as early as practicable. 

With respect to the farms, I presume that there is nothing on the ground at this season, 
and that the land may be relinquished at once, and the fonner establishment dispensed with. 
All that remains to be done, I conceive, IS 10 prepare the COttOIl of the last crop, and 
dispatch it for shipment. 'Vith respect to contracts for produce, all that have been entered 
into must, of c;')urse, be fulfilled, and the cotton prepared for shipment as usual, and the 
establishment can afterwards be bioken up. ' 

I had written thus £Ir, when Sir H. Montgomery's memorandum, dated yesterday, and the 
Governor's minute of this date, came to me ill circulation, and I find 1 hat the stelte of thinas 
as to the fd.rms is much more complicated than I had supposed. and I must say, than the~e 
wa!j reason to anticipate from what had previously been known of Dr. Wight's proceedings. 
It seems he has 600 acres worked by the fann establashment and cattle already ploughed 
and ready for seed, part of which is held ot ryots. HIs engagements with these ryots, 
which it is to be pre!!'umed are forthe year, of course. must be respected. 

Besides this, he has entered into a contract with ryots for the cultivation of 200 acres 
mOle by their own mear.s. This contract, al .. o, must be carried out, I conceive. Both of 
these undertakings, I apprehend, may be worked out m the manner recommended by the 
Governor for the season, aod nothing shouid be done with a view beyond the season. 

The produce of both the 50~ and the 200 acres, ,I conceive, is ,to be del~vered 011 ~ccount 
of GoVertlOlcnt; and all that Will need to be done 1S to prepare It lor shIpment, which will 
be attended to under the orders of the acting collector by the subordmates now attached to 
Dr. Wight. 

I suppose it will be necessary to purchase cotton to keep the gin establishments at work 
till the produce of the farms IS delivered 'anu ready to be brMlght to them. 

It may be as well to allow Dr. Wight a certain tilDe for closing his accounts, in which 
time lIe should give his advice and assistance to the acting collector, in order to carrying 
out the arrangements now contemplated. 

I concur With the Right HonoJ)rable the Governor 10 respect to the subsidiary arrano-e
ments o-enerally in Coimbatore, and in IllS recommendatIOn with regard to lVIr. Finnie i'nd 
his fut~re proceedings in Tinnevelly. -

(signed) D. Eliott. 
12. May 1849. 

MINUTE. 

I CONCUR with the Right Honourable the Governor and the Honourable Mr. Eliott in 
the expediency of brmgwg all connexion With the experimental cotton farms to a close as 
early ao; may be compatible with the engagements which have been entered into by 
Dr. WIght with the ryots of Coimbatore. It the land has not been sown, and the rvots do 
not object to receive It back again, it should at once be placed in their possession. • 

Should they, however, evmce a dlsinclmation to receive it back again, it should be 
retained until the expll'ation of the period for which it was taken, perfeGtly good faith being 
kept With them. 

The contract for the cultivation of 200 acres by the ryots by their own means must also 
stand !rood. 

I concur also in the an-angements proposed regardmg Mr. -Finni~. 

14 May 1849. (signed) H. DicAinson. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
(No. 544.) 

ExTRACT-from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 1st June 1849. ' 

THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council proceeds to take into consideration the 
Jetter in: this department from the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th July 1848, 
No. 11, on the suhject ofthe experimental cotton farms under this presidency. 

The following ("orrespondence and papers connected with the subject are also ordered to 
be bl'ought upon record. 

Letters from Surgeon .R. 'Wight. 
[Here enter 21st December 18413 and a 1st January 1849.] 

Minute by the Right Honourable the President • 
. [Here enter 4th May 1849, -No. 655.1 

.2g6-Sess. 2. F F -2 Memo. 

lL 
Madras. 



If. 
Madras. 

Rev. Dis., No. :3 
.f 1848. 

2q PAPERS aBLATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

:Memo. by the Secretary to Government in the Revenue Department. 
[Here enter 11th :May 1849, No. 556.] 

Memo. by the Right Honourable the President. 
[Here enter 12th May 1849, No. 657".] 

Minute by the Honourable Mr. Eliott. 
[Hele enter 12th May 1849, No. 558.] 

MlIlute by the Honourable Mr. Dic/..inson. 
[Here enter 14th May 1849, No. 659.] 

P~ra. 1. The Governor in Council is quite satisfied that the Honourable Court or Direc
tor •• ~nd this ~o.vernment, in obedien~e to their ordels, have already done everything that 
was eIther req~lslte or c~l1ed for. t? gIve ~the expe,l'lmental farms the fairest, fullest, and 
motlt liberal ~nal; and IS of OpinIon that the eXIstence and further contiuuance of those 
experIments IS ca!culated to .do hrlrm t~ the cause which they were originally intended to 
promote, by llDavOldably leadm!! the natives of the cottoll-O"rowin<r districts to imaoine that 
Government alone have the means and faculty of rai£;ing A~IIt'rica~ cotton or of i~lpl'o\'in'" 
the culture and quality of the indigen·,us plant. In pursuance, therel~re of the He\\~ 
('oOlmuOlcated by the Honourable Court in para. 4 of their dee:patch, he ha~ r~80lved UpOIl 

the discontinuance not only of the experImental cultivation of cotton in CoimbatOle and 
Tinnev~lly, but al~o ?f the mercantile oper,lpons into whl.ch they have latterly merged, in 
purchaswg and shIppmg cotton, the ploduce of tho!>e districts; and he directs accordingly 
that the following arrangements be adopted to gIve effect to that obje('t.' , 

2. In regard to the operations in the Tinnevelly du.trict, the Go\ernor 10 Council desires 
that as Mi-. FinOle's engagements have been made for tlVO years certain from the 16th 
October 1847, he should remdin m Tinnevelly until the expiration of that time, and consider 
himself wholly &'nd unquahfiedly under the orders of the OfficiatinCl' Collector. Mr. Elton 
Will inform :Mr. Ennie that it IS the dE-sire qf Government he sho~d give hill Whole time 
and attention excluslVely to instructing the natives in the pI aetieal use of the gins, presses 
churkas, thrasiJers, and .othel' Implements required in the cleaning and preparatIOn of th; 
cotton, but that he shOUld not Interfere With the cultlV<ltlon of the plant (whether American 
or IndIan) further than offering hiS advice "hen asked for; because ifhe tenders hIS advice, 
and the crop should afterwards from any cause uniol tunately fatl, It will, however erroneously, 
be atm buted to hiS innovations. 

3. Mr. Finnie has already, it is believed, one aSllistant attached to him, and Dr. Wight 
WIll now be IIlstructed to transfer immediately to the collectorate of TmncvelIv, for the !'ur
pose of bemp: placed under Mr. FinnIe's tuition, one half of the Eal't Indian iads at pi esent 
WIth hIm. These lads havmg already obtamed a certain degree ofinfotmation and know
ledge of the work reqUired of them, tbe Governor lD Council entertam" the hope, that with 
Mr. Elton's superviSIOn, and Mr. Fmnie's vaillable practir.al instructioll, they will be able 
to take charge of all the gins and mstI uments- above alluded to (illcludin<F a part of tho~e 
which are on their way from England) by the peliod which it is pl'~posed to fix: fvr 
Mr. Finnie's wlthdray,a! from the pubhc service. 

4. Mr I~mnie WIll be directed to desist immediately from purchasing any more colton 
on behalf of Government, and to c1o~e his accounts, and break up whatever estabhshment 
he may have entertamed for that duty. He Will cleal'ly understand that all his proceedings 
are llencerorwald, durin~ his residence in TmneveJly, to be conducted under the authority of 
the Officiating Collector, and that any representations which he mlly ",ish to offer on the 
subject of tOtton must be addressed through that officer for the orders of Government. 

5. In regard to the Coimbatore experimental farms, the Governor iil Council desires that 
Dr. Wight Will also desi,st from mak.ing further purcha'!E's of cotton on behalf or Goyern
ment, that he will discharge at once all establishments which have hitherro been employed 
for the experimental farms, and place Messrs. Sherman and Cuxton, and the other half of 
the East IndIan boys, at the disposal of the officiating principal collector of COlmbatore, 
who will assign to all and each of them their proper posts and duties. 

6. The gin-houses at Coimbatore and Sevacausey will be taken charge of by the Collectors 
of the respectIve distJi, ts: in the latter aftel' Mr. Finnie's departure; and the Governor in 
Council desires that for a season at least the ryots should be allowed the use of th~m gratis, 
as well as of all other agricultural and cotton-cleaning instruments, which have bt'eIl here
t()fore so Ii bE-rally E'upplled by the Honourable Court of Diredor~. Tbis system is, however, 
not intended to be pelmanent, anq the collectors are expected hereafter to repolt to Govern
ment when in their estimation the ryots Illay be required to pay some trifling sum for the 
use of the Governg}ent imtruments and apparatus. 

7. The Governor in Council will be prepared to consider f~vourably, and recommend to 
the proper qua~t~rJ such moderate increase to the present salaries of l\Iessr~. Sherman and 
Cuxton, as well;as to the allowances of the East Indian lads, as the conectors may seve
rally see fit70 recommend, so soon as the new arrangements art' carrie~ ~to ~xecution. 

8. The Governor in Council deshes that on the departure oC Mr. FInnIe either Mr. Sher
man 
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man or Mr. Cuxton mav be transferred from Coimbatore to Tmnevelly; but wherever they 
may be eventually stationed, they will understand it to be their chief, if not sole, occupation 
in both dlstl'lcts to watch over and superintend the proceedings of the East Indian lads, 
who. as before observed, will be fully qualified to be put ill charge of the cotton-cleanin<1' 
machines and implements of all kinds. 0 

9. The revenue authorities will be careful to gUilrd against any of their assistants, or 
ethers who may be emplo;red on the- duties abeve mdlcated, receiving on any pretence the 
smallest private gratlticatlon or present frum persons, whether the actual growers of the 
cotton or the intermediate brokers, for work done with the public machlDery, and at the 
Government gin or press-houses. ' 

10. The Governor in Council is surprised to find from the memorandum of the Revenue 
Secretary to Government, that Dr. Wight, who not long ago sU'ongly urged a remission of 
half the land lent, i~ now payin~ fur ground to be planted with cotton, to the ryOIS from 
whom he has obtained it, an addItional rent equal in some cases to half, and in others to 
double the demand of Government. The people can scarcely be expected to compreht'nd 
the motive for this arrangement, which must, it would seem, have the effect of deterring 
rather than encouraging them from entering into a competition with Government. 

11. It is the desire of Government that the officiating principal collector of Coimbatore. 
aided by Messls. Snellnan, Cuxton, and the East Indian lads, should attend to all those 
palts of Dr. WIght'lII contemplated measures for the present season that cannot be laid 
aSIde, or that the nativE;s cannot be induced to undel'take on their own behalf. Perhaps 
it Will be deslrdble, and the collector is accordingly authOl'ised, to purchase all cotton at a 
f4vourable rate glOwn on the land, an.d to have it cleaned and shipped. 

12. If the Government understand the matter rightly, there would appear to be nothin'" 
611 the ground at thIS ~eaf,O", and In this case there would seem to bp. no difficulty i~ 
relinquishing the land at once, and dlspensmg with the farmlllg establishments, when aU 
thdt wilt fPlJlain to be dODl' Will be to prepale the cotton of the Idst crop, and dispatch it 
for shipment. Contracts for produce already entered into will be fulfilled, alld the cotton 
prepared for shipment as usual, the establishments bemg afterwards broken up. Dr. 
Wight Will fix ao; early a period as may be compatible With the engagements which have 
been entered into by him with the ryots of Coimbatore, for finally closmg his accounts and 
all concern with the experiments, and wIiI in the interim give his adVice and assistance to 
the offiCiating prlDclpal collector, In order to carrYlDg out the arrangements now con
templated. 

13. Dr. Wight Will report when he has fulfilled the orders now given him, and the 
officlatmg prinCipal collector will inform the Government as edrly as posslble of the arralJO'e
ments he has made, and the extent to which Dr. Wight's engagements rendel' it necess~ry 
for him to carlyon the farmmg and gmning operations this season. 

14. Both Dr. Wight and Mr. Finnie wdl be requested to bring to the notice of the 
Collector of the district any pomts whilh have escaprd the attention of Government, .and 
now requil e their specific orders. 

16. The account sales referred to m paras. 8 and 9 of the Honourable Court's despatch 
",ill be transmitted to the Accountant-general, to enable him to make the necessary adjust-
ment ill hiS accounts. . 

16. Under the arrangements now ordered to be carried into effect, the Governor ill 
Ccuntll considers It unneces!'ary to nutlct' the correspondence between Dr. \Vlght aud Mr. 
FllllliE', which was laid before Governmpnt by the former officer in his lettels of the 21st 
December 1848, and 31st JanualY 1849. 

17. The Governor in Council is not prepued to admit the correctness of the charge 
made by the Manchester Commercial A!'sociation ill their letter to the Honourable Court, 

lIt 
lrladras. 

dated ht March 1848, a copy of which was reteived with the Revenue Despatch, No.8 of . 
that yellr, that" had the same amount of encouragement been affOl'ded in COimbatore as in ~'f'8~1S·~ No. 8 

Dhaf\\al', far gre.lter quantities would ere this have been produced." He observes, that 0 1 4 • 
the Honourable Court and the Madms Government have on a11 occasions done whatever 
was pointed out or asked to advance the object in view, and IS of opmion that the mer-
chants of l\lanthester must blame themselves for any inadequacy of the future ~upply. 
unle~s they conle for\\ard, as has been repeatedly urged on them, and apply their own 
agents and capital to the task in which Government have set them an example, and pointed 
out according to their own sho",ing so easy a course. 

18. Since the date of the despatch was finally disposed of,* the Honol,lrable Court have 
sl'ipped a large supply of cotton-seed and cottage saw-gms, and have furnished besidt's a. 
report from Dr. Hoyle on the gins and memorandum from Mr. Petrie as to tbe setting and 
best mode of working them, all which have been ordered to be furnished to the Coimbatore 
cottOll farms. Dr. Royle's report bas also been printed at the Fort St. George Gazette 
press for distribullOD to the revenue officers in the provinces, and 75 of the 80 cupies so 

struck . ' 

• Cons., 14th November 1848. No. 69.; Dial'Y 1st l\Iay 1849, No. 33; Diary 15th May 1849. 
No. 468., Ten casks containing' 30 busbels of S~a Island cotton seed. TwelTe cases, each COll

taWing two cottage saw.gins. 
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struck off will now be transmitted to the Board of Revenue for that purpose to"'ether with 
the Honourable Court's despatches, No.2 and 3 of 1849, dated 7t11 and l'4thel\1arch as 
well as the orders of Government, dated 28th AP1'i11849. No. 431. ' 

19. A copvof the Honourable Court's despatch of the 4th Julv 1848 and of these 
resolutions, win be furnished to Dr. W~ght for his in~ormatlon and guidance, ~nd a copy Will 
also, be sent to the Board of Revenue, In view to their communicating the same to the col
lectors of Coimbatore and TinneveUy, and through the latter officer to Mr. Finnie. 

20. T~e Bo~rd of Revenue Will ~nderstand tha~. notwithstanding the orders now issued 
for the discontinuance of the expensive cotton farmm'" experiments and mercantile operations 
in the Coimbatore and Tmnevelly districts, it is trttll the desire of Government In pur
suance of the lesolution of the 6Lh Dec~mber 1848, No. '1342, that the local offi,:e;$ should 
COJiltinUf! steadily to give their attention to the extension and improvement of the Indio-enoul 
co~on, and to all the points indicated 10 that resolution. _ '" 

. 21. The attention of the Board will. also be requested to the observations and sugges
tions offered ~y the HQnourabJe Court ~n the despatches now communicated to them, in 
order that, wlth referell~e to the resolutIo~ of the 6th December 1848, No. 1312, thl'y will 
~ommumcate such portions to the offic~rs In the provinces, and issue such further instl uc
tlons as they may deem useful for keepmg up an interest in the object in view. 

(signed) H. C. lIfo1ltgomerv, 
Secretary to Government. 

iii; 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent COttOIl- Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
}JI')1Itgomerg, Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

SIR, 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes pf Consultation, No. 644, 

under date lst June 1849, tra:l,mlttmg copy of despatch of the Honourable Court of 
Duectors, No. 11 of 1848, dated 4th July. 

2. As I am in my official capacIty severely, and I think unjustly, reflected upon in the 
10th paragraph, I trust I may be permitted to offer some explanation. 

3. In that paragraph it is remarked, "The Governor in Council is surprised to find, 
from the memorandum of the Revenue Secretary to Government, that Dr. Wight, who not 
long ago strongly urged a remission of half the land rent, is now paying for ground to be 
planted with COlton to the ryots, from whom be has obtained it, an additional rent equdl in 
some cases to half, in others to double the demand of Government," &c. On thi" statement 
1 beg most respectfully to submit, that the two facts here coupled together have not the 
slightest connexion with each othel'. 

4. Several years ago I certamly did urge the remis!"ioD. of half tbe Government tax on 
all land cultivated, with Amellcan cotton, not pn the supposition that such remissIon was 
necessary to make it a remunerating crop, but simply as a stimulus or inducement to the 
ryots to take it in hand, which they were then, and still seem, 1lnwilling to do. Before I 
had any connexion with the farms, the t:ystem now in use of the Government renting 
lands for the experiment, or, fu other words, paying compensation to the puttahdars for 
the temporary use of their lands, was esLablished. This practice has been unaVOidably 
continued, the pnttahdars in this district being vlrt-qaUy, if not actually, the pro.rrietors of 
the sOIl, of' ~hlch, so long as they pay their puttahs, they cannot be deprived.. :such, as I 
am told, bem!!: the nature of land ,tenures In COImbatore. and land being mdlspensable 
towards ca~rying on the experiment, we had no alternative but to hire, or, in other words, 
pay compensation in lieu of the profit,; the pl'oprtetor could obtain from It by the applt· 
cation of his OWI\ industry. , 

5. Wben procurable I have invar;ably, for tue purpose of saving compensation, gl\'en the 
pleference to Government .... aste land. the rent of which was paid by the farms; but when 
that could not be obtained In suffiCient quantity or of suitable quality, then, and then only, 
recourse. \'as had to the puttahdar. 

6. The amount of compensation was fixed before I was appointed, at what wa~ caned 
"full compensation," that is, the Government tux, was debited to the farms, and t~e 
puttahdar received as rent, for the temporary use of his land, a sum of money equal In 
amount to the lax. On the removal of the farms from-the immediate Vicinity of COImha· 
tore, I succeeded 10 getting the rent fixed at what is here called "half compensation" (half 
the tax) for 'poonjab land, but full fqr nunjah or garden land. In no case, as far as I am 
aware, has double beeu paid. 

7. \Vith respect to thIS paragraph, as well as some other portions of thi~ minute, ~ feel 
that I cannot express in adequate terms my re~ret at not being favoured With an audlen~e 
of the Right Honourable the Governor dUlin'" my recent visit to Madras, as I feel certaIQ 
I could have c1eiuly exptal\led several poi:;ts- on which his Honour in Council ~f.'m& 
somewhat IDlperfectly mfol·med. To these I cannot-here more fully advert, as my d~lDg so 
might be considered Intrusive, but as Illy rema.ining altogethe .. silent under existing CIrcum
atances may subsequently be attrlbut~d to me as a fault, or even dereliction of ~uty, I 
trust I shall be excused for sohclting attention to the following, in the hope,that ~elr cog..· 

sideratlon 
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I\lderation may lead to some slight. but not on ,bat account unimportant modifications of 
the orde. snow ll'sued. 

8. In the 12th para. if. is said, "If the Government understand the matter rightly, tbere 
would appear to be nothing on the ground at this season, and in that case there would be 
no difficulty in rdinc,Juishing the land at ollce." The Government is correctly informed of 
the fact here stated, there being nothing on the ground at this season, but the correctness 
of the mference may, I thmk, be made a subject tor further considelation. 

9. The lands in question have all been in our possession several mo~ths, and are engaged 
anc.! compensation )laid on the puttah lands until the 1st of May 1850. They have all. 
mOleover, with the t'xception of a few small patches, been repeatedly ploughed, and are 
ready for the reception of the seed next month. Hence I believe I do not over-estimate 
the outlay IP saying that from two-thirds to three-quarters of the t'X'pense of the croJil has 
been already JDcurred, and that unles~ it is grown the whole sl1m will be lost; whereas, by 
k"epmg our estabh.hment together untIl about the end of the year and growing the crop, 
the whole will be recoveled. 

10. The pecuDlary loss wbich will otherwise be sustained, though considerable, I con
sider of mmor importance in compatlson with the mjurIoull effects on the agricultufdl 
community likely to result from the abrupt tireaking up of an establishment which has 
been in flperation for several years, and that at the \ery commencement of the sowmg 
&eolSOn, ",hen it IS well known to them nearly all the ~xpenses of the crop have been 
incurred. In place, therefore~ of at once b.eaking up the e~tabhshment at a moment when 
the plO"imltv of the new season renders it Impossible for others to> Iltep in to occupy 
our place, I "beg lene to suggest for the ~onsidera.tJon of Government, that it be made 
generdlly known that tbis is pOAitively the last crop to be growu on the Government 
account. In Ibis way time will be allowE!d for others to arrange to take our plac~, for 
the merchants to establish agencies, or It may be for the formatIOn of a mercantile com
pany to carryon the works on theil' present plan, but Qn a much larger scale; and lastly, 
by adopting this courlle our pro sent most excellent and tholOughJy acclimated stock of 
seed will be wholly preserved in ,place of in great part lost. 

11 ~ Adverting to the remark, para. 17th, that the Right Honourable the Governor in 
CounCil II IS of opmion that the merchants of Manchestpl' must blame themselves for any 
madequacy ~f the future supply. unle!'s they-come forward, as has been repeatedly urged 
on thpm, :tnd apply their own ager.ts and capital to the work," I think It prubable hIS 

Honour III CounCil is pot aware of the fact, that when overtaken by the late great com
Wl-rclal cfl5i~) proposals were actually in circulation among the mercantile body there for 
the formation of an Indian COttOIl company. whose object was to negotiate for the transfer 
to them 01 the wbole expeflmental establishment. with a view to their ultimately engaging 

, In tIle cotton trade of Southern Iodia on the largest scale. 

12. The commercial difficulties. which interfered tu prevent the immediate execution of 
the plan havlhgpassed away, and the principles on which the cultivatton of the American 
cotlOIl plant should be conducted being now much better understood, it occurs to me, that 
if tbe opportunity of domg so was accol'ded, while the whole of the machinery for carrying 
011 its operations ia in the most effiCient state, that such a company would now be speedily 
formed, and in that case, not otherwise, the Government will be enabled to dispose of the 
property appertaming to the establishment at a fau' valuation. If the mercantile body fall 
10 formmg a "cotton company," the intervemng crop will much more than pay for the 
cost of keeping the establishment together pendlIlg tbe few months required to obtam an 
answer, and at the same time will, I believe, cover the preparatory expenses which have 
been already incurred 011 its account. 

13. There is now p.ttached to the farms four East Indian lads. One of these appertains 
to the r;m-bouse, the rest 10 the farms. Of the latter, one can be at once spared to place 
himseJt under the instructions of Mr. Finnie, even supposmg the farms kept on for the 
season. Mr. Cuxton. in like manner, can easily be spared to rel1eye Mr. FinDle, now that 
the pUlchase of cotton IS stopped, as the gin-house East Indian can conduct under my 
supermtendence the ginning of our crop if grown. In the meantune all the parties are 
warned to hold themselves in readiness lor an immediate move. 

14. Of the cotton seed mentioned in the 18th para. a small portion only has been sown, 
paltly to ascertain its quality, but principally in the hope of preservmg among us tbat 
valuable variety in the event of its proving for tne most part bad. It was sown, as regards 
the Coimbatore climate, at the mo-t unfa"ourable season of the year, and the crop will be 
small though the seed was good and the kIDd prolific. It being principally adapted for 
coast culture, it is my intention to make over a considerable portion to Messrs. Line & Co., 
WllO have extensive. plantations cn the coast near Vlpar. 

15. The gins noticed in the same para. have not yet arlived. All our last crop except 
about 1,000 ibs. is ah'e~dy ginned, and partly on its way to England. I can scarcely, there
fore, at this time have all oppo:tunity of sufficiently trying and exhibiting their properties 
to the natives here, but 1 shall do so to the utmost extent in illy power. 
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J6. It, Duly remains for me to add, that I shall take the liberty ofwaidng a reply to this 
communication berole I tal-e any steps towards breakmg up this establishment. , 

" 

Coimbatore, 11 lune 1849. 
(signed) R. Wight. Surgeon, 

Superllltendent Cotton F.u-ms. 

(No. 607.) 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

EXTRACT from the MlDutes of Consultation, under date the' 29th June 1849. 

~EAD the fol\o~illg letter ti'O[U Surgeon R. .rtght, Superintentlent Cotton farm$. 

Explains several points conlleclE:d with the breaking up of thl" Cotton Fal ms Estalliishment. 
, [Hele enter 11th June lS49.] 

Tn E Right Ho~ollrable the, ~oV( rnor .in Council has fully con!lidered Dr. Wight's 
repres~lltatJ,?n. b~t IS still of op!OIon that the whole system of c.ottou farms should be 
forthWith dlscon~lJlued, as far as ~osi'lble, and that wh~t mllst necessalily be k .. pt up 
fOI' thl~ season, In con"~quence of the engagements which l>r. \Vlght has undertaken, 
Ilho,uld be, as already dIrected, conducted under the superintendence and orders of lite 
flchng prmclpal colltdor, who '\'1'111 have attacherl tl) him certain as .. ilatants of the e"perl
mental estabhshment; and thus be enauled to carrj out t.he views of Government recorded 
on the 1st instant. ' , 

(signed) H. C. JIontgomtry, 
Secretary to Government. 

(No. s.) 

From E. B. TJlOmos, Esq., Acting Prmelpal Collector of Coimb.ltore, to the .Secretary to 
Government in the Revenue Depaltment, FOlt ::.-t. George. 

Sir, 
'VITH reference to tlle usual muent for fund~ from Dr. 'Wight (and \\ Ith which I have 

at present complied) 1 beg the favollr or ¥our informing me to what extent I ~holJ!d 
continue to bupply eash for tile cotton experIment; the order:. of Government (or windlllg 
up and closing the establishment havp, I beheve, been Is~ued; but as no order~, either. 
from Government or from the Board of Revenue, have reached me, I fpel in doubt as to 
how far I sllould continue issues t,) Dr. 'Vight. 

I have, &c. 

Ootel'camund, 25 June 1S4.9. 
(signed) E. B. Thomas, 

Acting PrincIpal Collector. 

REVENCE DCPARTMES~ 
(No 612.) 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 30th June 184g. 

REA D the following letter from the Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore : 

}tequests to be informed up to what e'ttent the supply of funds to the experimental cotton 
farm should be continued, as it IS supposed that the Government has ordered for, closillg 
up the establishment. ' 

[Here enter 25th June 18.J.~, No. S.] 

1. THE Right Honourable the Governor ill Council 'Jbserves that the ordel'! of Govern
ment on the sul>ject of the cotton f.'ums and experiments, dated the 1s~ June, were ~I+
patched on the 2d instant to tile Board of Revenue for commuDicatIon to the actm~ 
prmeipal collectot: of Coimbatore, and he is surprised to learn they wer~ not so commum
cated by the 25th June, the date of Mr. Thomas's letter. The Board Will DOW. be s~ good 
as to expedite the transmission of thE' instructions of Goverilment to the actIDg pnnclpal 
eolleetor, with their own prm'eedings Iher~on, witbout delay. In the mea~tlme, .c0I!Y of tbe 
Minutes cf Consultation ofthe 1st June IS dispatched direct to the actmg prmclpal, c,ol
lector as well as Extract MinutE's of Consultation, under date the 29th June, contaJOIIJ'; 
the fu'rther Olders of Government arter conslderatJt)D of Dr. Wight's letter of the 11th idem. 
By these papers Mr. Thomas will perceive that it is not intended to continue the farms 
under Dr. WIght's superintendence, and therefore no further disbursements should be made 
to that officer from this date. -

2. Sanction 
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2. Sanction. was given on the 2?th instant to the 8upelintendent for his accounts {or May, 
and as Dr. Wight muat bave reCt'lved the orders of Government of the lst of June early in 

.the month, the Governor in Council presumes that none hut the absolutely necessary 
current expenses of the establishment have been incurred by him since. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

From Surgeon 1l. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir If. C. lIIont
pomer!!, Bart., Set'retary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. ADVERTING to para. 2 of Minutes of Consultation, No. 814, under date 27th July, in 

which lin apparent discrepancy between paras. 4 and 16 of my letter of the 2d June is indi
('ated, I beg most respectfully to suggest, for the consideration of the Right Hon. the 
Governor in Council, that the discrepancy is only apparent, not real. The rains of the 
north-east monsoon of 1846 nearly failed throughout the greater part of the district. Up 
to the end of that year the cotton trade had been so active that we found it difficult to 
obtain, at even high prices, cotton enough to keep our gins employed. 

2. In February \\e commenced ginning the ,farm crop, which kept us employed until 
April 1847, bence we made no purcbase); durlDg February and March, and hy that time it 
was ascertained that the crop of that season had fallen very much short of the average. 
This failure, as usual on Fuch occasions, raised the price'l, and the petty merchants would 
not buy at the l1igh rates demanded beyond what they had previously contracted to pur
chase, and made advances for. I, however, was constrained to submit to them or sustain 
tbe heavil'r loss of keeping the whole of thl' ginning establishment idle; and made my first 
purchases in April, at the high figure of Ra.I5. 8. tlle candy of 5001bs., for superior 
qualities, however, remaining from the preceding season ;-tbe inferior samples graduating 
downwards as Iowa;; 14 'rupees the candy. For the subse~luent three months the maxima 
and minima were, respectively,. in May Ra.15. 6. and Rs.13., in June Rs.14. 12. and 
Ra. 10. 4., in July Ra.14. 8. and Ra.13. 4. These pllces were for the most part paid direct 
to the ryots, who, urgently soliCitous for money to enable them to pay their kist and com
mence cultivating, the season being favourable, would doubtless have slIbmitted to a reduc
tion, there bein~ no other buyers, bad I stood out for it. But vieWing ill such a case that 
course as objectionable in every point of view, 1 preferred paymg such prices as the light
lless of the crops seemed fail·ly to demand. By this we lost a little, but llUndreds of ryots. 
and, I believe, the revenue, ,,'ele saved from serious mjury and loss. All parties seem to 
have been benefited by this arran~ement; the ryots obtained better pflces than the mer
chants could. as a speculation, have ventured to give; we were brought into immediate con~ 
tact with them, and have ever since purchased cheaper than we could have done at second
hand from petty merchants and middlemen. while the merchants have not been tempted to 
vest capital in an artiCle for which for the last 12 or 15 months there has been little or no 
demand, and for which there is now no demand, though this is usually the active season, 
viz., about the time the breaking up of the south-west monsoon opens the road to the west 
coast. The existence of this want of demand is further &hown by the fact of our now pur
chasing largely at the low figure offrom Rs. 8. 12. to Ra. 9. per candy. 

3. These statements will, I trust, satisfy his Honour in Council that the discrepancy 
adverted to is only apparent; the mercantile spring purchases belDg pllncipally made on 
speculation, to meet the autumnal demand, only took place that season to a bmited extent, 
owing to the high prices demanded by the growers; and the usual autumnal ones were pre
vented by the bome monetary crisis. My high.priced purchases were, in a manner, forced 
upon me as an economical arl"angement, It bein~ cheaper to keep the ginning establishment 
at work on dear cotton than altogether Idle waitmg until the prices fall. leaving altogether 
out of 'consideration the fiscal advantage obtamed through the seasonable circulation of 
upwards of 10,000 rupees dUling a season of much distress among several hundreds of 
families, many of whom but for that opportune supply could scarcely have had the means 
of re-commencing cultivation. 

4. In the hope of throwin~ some fUI ther light on the state of tbe cotton trade in this dis
trict, I subjoin a table, showing the extent of our monthly pUl"Chases of cotton for the years 
1847-48; also the monthly maximum, minimum. and average pric~ per candy (500 Ibs.); the 
total quantity 01 seed cotton purcbased, and the amount paid for It. Lastly, the number of 
bales of cotton wool obtained from It; the price per bale (300 Ibs.), and the prime cost per 
pound in COimbatore; this last reduced to English currency; the charges per bale for 

·ginning, baling, and delivering in England, after deducting Ra. 9. 8. each (the sum realised 
by the ~ale of the seed), the cost per bale delivered in Englaud; and, lastly, the price there 
per pound in English currency. From this table it Will be seen that the cotton is rather 
high pnced, but It is good; and judging from the high prices our cotton realised last year, 
there IS every reason to believe it will stIlI prove a good remittance. ! 
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5. Trusting that this Table, which shows the fluctuation both of supply and price of cotton 
in the Coimbatore market during the last year, may not prove altogether useless. 

I have; &c. 
(signed) Robert Wight. Surgeon, 

Coimbatore, 20 August 1848. , Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

Total Lb •• 
Cost. lIfaximum. lILD1IBum. 

AYerage por 
lIIONTHS. Purebased. C.ndy of 600 Ibo. 

Zbs. R,. R,. 4. RI. a. R,. a. 

1847 \ January ~ 29,475 818 14 8 14 6 1314 
April • - 93,018 2,697 15 8 14 - 14 8 
May . - 1,79,980 5,060 15 2 13 - 14 -
June - - 62,016 1,435 14 ]2 10 4 12 10 
July - - 51,828 1,399 14 , 8 13 4. 12 8 
August - - 87,629 2,302 14 IS 12 -. 13 2 
September - 43,080 1,139 14 2 12 8 13 2 
October - . 7,246 185 13 lil 12 4 '12 12 
November - 45,3]0 1,131 13 8 11 - 12 8 
December - 86,161 2,12;; 13 - 11 - 12 4 

-
IS48: January - - 48,481 1,154 12 14 11 8 1114 

February - 50,609 1,222 13 - 12 - J2 -
March - - 80,285 1,961 13 - 12 4 J2 2 

8,55,178 22,634 

~umb<lr ,Cost prime Co.t Cbarge. per Bale Price per Bale eolt, dehyered 

of in in T,an.m ... ioD to England, 
d.tinred in Eo,I ... d, per Coimbatore deductmg RI, 9 8, 

B,.] •• , Bale. per Lb. per Bale in England. por Lb. 
on account of Seed sol.l. 

R,. 4. p. £. I. d. Rs. a. p. RB. a. p. £. I. d. 
584 38 12 - - - S 8 8 - 47 4 - - - 31 

(signed) R.W. 

(No. 960.) 

ORDERBD, tQ be brought to the notice of the Honourable Court of Directors, with reference 
to Extract Minutes of Consultation, 27th July 1848, reported in Letter No. 66, dated 
28th July 1848. 

Fort St. George, 5 September 18t8. 
(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 

Secretary to Government. 

From Surgeon R. Wrght, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
Montgomer!J. Bart., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
ADVERTING to the remark contained in 'the 30th paragraph of my repor. dated 26th 

January 1849, I have now the honour to forward a draft of the circular alluded to, which 
l trust will be found to merit the approbation of the Right Honourable the GOTcmor in 
Council. . 

Want of inC ormation on certain points, which I had to wait for, has caused some delay 
in its completion; but 1 believe It will stili be found in good time, if circumstances permit 
of its bemg speedily put in circulation. 

From 60 to 70 copies willI think suffice. As it seems desirable that the whole should 
be comprised in, a smgle sheet, I beg leave to suggest that a smaller type be used than on 
the furmer occasion, and if need be, a somewhat wider page. 

In the present state of my mformatlOn, I could not venture to enlarge on that important 
branch of the subject, irrigation, as a means of securing certain return~; I trust to be able 
to dQ so ne~t season, when the results of the trials now in progress are known. 

• (signed)' Robt. Wight, Surgeon, . 
Coimbatore, 20 March 1849. '. Superintendent Cotton Farms. 



TO, PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 221 

(No. 342.) . • 
RESOLVED, Thai 80 copies of the circular ret'eived with the foregoing letter be printed at 

the Fort St. Geol'ge Gazette press, and that 60 copies be furni~hed to Dr. Wight, the 
remainder being reserved fot distribution to the Governments in IndIa, and to the Honourable 
COllrt of Directors. 

The attention of the superintendent of the press will be directed to the suggestion in 
para. 3, of Dr. Wigbt's letter. 

Fort St. George, lj April 1849. 

To----------------------

(signed) 

CIRCULAR. 

H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

Sir, Coimbatore, 20 March 1849. 
1. b my circular unde~ date 6 March 1848, on the ~ubjectof cultivatmg American cotton 

in J ndia, I bad the bonour to submit some remarks on what was then by some considered 
an insurmountable obstacle to Sllccess, viz. the excessive heat of the climate, and solicited 
aId towards having the question solved, by submitting it to the test of experiment over a wide 
extent of country, by sowing portions of see.d with the fl.1 st rains following the hot season, 
and communicatmg the result. I further stated, that my owe impression with regard to the 
most suitable sowing sea&on bad reference rather to securing a suitable season for harvesting 
the crop, than to the heat of the wealher whife growing. 

2. The replies to my circular have not been so numerous as I expected, but still tbe 
information thence obtained, added to tbat derived from my own prevIous experience, and 
much drawn from Dur recent experiments and from other sources, is, I believe, sufhciellt to 
enabb me to su/Zgest some general rules, for our future guidance, of easy applIcatIon to 
practice, and such as, I trust, WIll be found to insure as certain and uniform success m 
growing American cotton, as now attends the cultivation of the mdigenous plant, with the 
advantage of producing a raw material yieldmg about 8 per cent. more of the marketable 
article (clean cotton), and that again returning in the English market a higher price by at 
least 20 per cent., making together 3d per cent. higher profits to the cultivator, provided he 
obtains his fair share from the first purchaser. Native seed cotton (Purthee) cleaned by the 
American gin, yields between 21 and 22 per cent of cotton (Pllogee) to seed; American 
between 29 and 30. When" good fair" native cotton is seIling in Liverpool for 4 d., New 
Orleans of the same denominatIon fett'hes from 5d. to 51d. (In December 1848 they were 
respectively 3ld. to ald. and 46 d. to 4id.) These data I mention as showlDg the advantage 
at~ending the cultivation of American cotton. 

o 

3. In my last circular I stated that it had been confidently asserted by Mr, Mercer, an 
intelligent AruC'rican plantel, that the supply of Indian grown Amerlc:m cotton must 
nel'essal'ify be lImIted, as it t'ould only be grown in certain localities favoured by baving 
a very "mild" climate. By this term he means a cool clImate, and therefol'e considers the 
plains of India genelally unfit fOl' its production, as bemg much too hot for the culture (Jf 
that "pecles of cotton. From the first, taught by much previous obc;ervation, I "as left to 
question the soundness of that doctrine. I am now, I rejoice to say, in a position not merely 
to prove it erroneous, but to show that we have more to fear from deficiency tban from 
exccs~ of heat; or in other words, that the climate of the Carnatlc durmg the cold months, 
our c~tton-growin~ season. is actually colder than the summer of Mississippi, their cotto~
growmg season. They cultivate from April to November, we from September until April. 
ThE' following Table exhibits the mean tempeJature of'Vera Cruz 19"12 north lat. (the 
native country of Mexican cotton), of Mobile in Alabama, 30'12 north lat') of Natchez in 
Mississippi, and Madras 13"4 north lat. during these two periods. 

TABLE of monthly mean temperature during the cotton-growing seaSODS in Vera Cruz, 
Mississsippi, and the Carnatic. . 

I~ I I I 
Sepsember. I I November. AjlTll. May .rnly, I August. I October. 

I 

• 
Vera Cruo - 77-18 80""2 81"S6 SI'50 I 82'10 ' 80'96 

1 

ilNI 15'38 

Mobile 

Natch"" 

Madra. 

- '0'00 76'36 e217 62'41 82'73 7594 69'97 61'50 

- 6993 7272 8062 81'78 80"13 7499 I 64"58 55'23 I 

August. September. o..-toher. November. Deoomber. .r/lllrmry. I February, I )1an:h. 

-, 84. 6 sa' 7 82' 2 7S' 9 7S' 8 I 75' 5 I 77' 7 I 80' 8 , 
I 

, 
4. This Table at once disposes of the assumption that excessive heat stands in our way, by 

showing that the main impediment to our suc .. ess is not tha.t (our crops being matured under 
a mean temperature lower by several degrees than those ~f America), bllt to our baying to 
contend With a diminishing in place of a Jising temperature during the .~rowing sedson. 
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I December. 

71' 6 

55'50 

4!J09 

Apnl. 

s3' 7 
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6. Mr. Finnie, anoth~r American cotton planter now in the ser;ice. has started a n,w 
difficulty. He asserts thdt the clImate is much too dry, and that we lIeed not expect to 
succeed in the culture of American cotton, unless in 1Such places as partake of the rains of 
both monsoons. This opinion I am now also enabled to prove erroneous on neady t:qually 
conclusive data; lad year, and again this year, my sowings commenced before the S.W. 
monsoon set in, namely, in April and May. The monsoon followed in June and July' my 
harvest lWas ill actIve progress m October when the northern rains commenced: aU the 'crop 
still on the ground, and nearly ready to "pen, amounting to much the larger half, was injured 
or altogether lost, while fields sown between the 20th July and 10th August, and which 
came mto pick in November after the rains, yielded good crops. 

6. The following Table, exhibiting the monthly mean falls of rain in Florida and Madra~
for the same fer}es of m.onths as above, fu~ther tends to confirm my view. by showing tbat:'" 
as ,¥:ompared WIth Flonda, a cotton-growmg country, our climate is the mOle humid of 
the two. 

April. I May. June. I Jul,. .August. September • I October. November. I December. i Total. -
1.09 6'34 2'39 2'84 3'SO 4'35 3'33 1'49 1'13 I 26'16 

September. October. November. December. Jauuary. February. )Iarch. Apral. 
I 

August. I 
10' • 0'24 4'76 12'42 3'25 1'33 0'23 0'36 063 I 38'22 

'I I 

7. These Tables leave no room to doubt that it is neither exces<;ive heat nor excessive 
drought WIth which we have to contend in th~ naturalization of .he American cotton plant 
III India, but with a dimiuishmg in place of a ri .. ing temperature during the cultivating 
season; in a single word, cold, not heat, is our enemy. This unlooked·for fact beincr at 
length clearly abcertained, the questIon immediately suggests it<;elf, how ;s this to be met ~ 

8. The course that snggests itself to me is simple, and I.believe will be found effective. 
'Ve learn from the very corlect JIleteorol()~ical tables of Madras, that the Madras Olean 
temperature at the beginning of' St>ptember IS 84", an.d that at the end of Octo\ler it is still 
as high as 81°. If the sowlllg i'l effected betwet>n the middle of August and middle of 
September, the plant will be well grown and sufficiently strong to be.lr the cold weather of 
November and December. while there IS I'eason to believe the cold of these months will only 
so far retard the maturation of the crop as to prevent Its coming to perfect maturity before 
the middle of Januarv, when. though the nights are cold, causlJIg a tow meall temperature, 
the days arc bfJght, "arm, and dry,'*' well suited to commencmg the harvest, which will last 
through three or four months. 

9. By following this cour~e, as closely as the course of the seasons will permit, it is my 
firm belief there is scarcely a field on which water does not lodge so as to become flooded 
after .every fall of rain, in any part of the Carnatic (watel'ed by the nOl'th.east monsoon), 
on which, \\-Ith due attention ~o agricultural management, Mexican cotton may not be as 
successfully grown as the indigenous now is. Soils as well flS seasons vary; some \\ ill be 
found lDore, some less productIve, and a few, where the plant WIll not thrive undel' any 
treatment; but such cases do not invalirlate the correctlless of the genelal pl'mciple 1.9 re~alfls 
the fitness of our climate for Its culture. 

10. Before qUItting the subject of heat and cold, I lDay a .. well adduce an example of 
each: Mr. J. Bird, sub.collector of Tanjore, had SOlDe seed sown the end of AprIl or 
beginmng of May, whICh vegetated favourably, bore unharmed the hot land winds of June, 
and ,vas III Cl'OP in September. My trials ID Coimbatore are neady equally conclusive. 
From Mysore Mr. Meppen wrItes me that he had planted in two places. the one Cbicka
mooo-ioor. enjoying a cool climate, the other, Cllddoor. a warlll one. Of the result he Fays, 
" th~ climate of Chlckamoogloor IS mild, almost similar to DharVlar, yet the plants there 
did not thrive or bear so well as here, but like those of Dharwar were smail and produced 
but little; the quality of cotton also f thmk inferior to that of Cuddoor [it is so] Cal
culating from the result of thIS experiment, an English acre will produce Ilearly 850 lbs." 
HIS field was sown two feet between the rows, and 18 inches frolll plant to plant, in the 
rows. The p1ants rose t<fflOlD 20 to 30 inches, and a mouth after pick 109 commenced~ 
pre!'ented an ,average of about seven pods per plant, a low average for plant' of that size; 
but doubtless there were many young ones not reckoned in that average. ' 

11. Hitherlo I have confined my remarks to the Carnatic undtlr the influence of the 
north-east mono;oon. 1 shall now say a few WOlds bealing on those parts of India partdking 
wore lar~ely of the south-west one. 

I ' -

.12. I have not at hand satisfactory registers of the rain, but the following approximation. 
IDay 

, ( 

• The mean temperature of Janua,y at Bun·rise is 72°-at )loon 81°. 
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may serve the purpose of enabling me to explain the general principles which ooght to 
guide us. 

June. I luly, Augu.t.. September, October. November. December. laauary, --
.calcutta - - 11'46 12'14 1623 NO 4'94 &13 &81 0-50 

7 JO'II'L 
Bombay - - 2292 2$'14 19'64. 1264 1'64 

AlmIUl&C. 

Trnuulrum - - 164. 8'14 4'2 $'3 14'97 12' 1'9 0'4 
4y ...... 

.colombe - - 23 16'7 3'3 s'2 71 71 186 J. . 
13. Assuming that these are all approximations to the averages of the different stations 

named, it appt'ars that the growing season would. in the two first, continue to the end of 
October; in Trevandrum ,until the end of November; in Ceylon, to the end of December. 
From the ddte of sowing until the crop is in a stale of maturity and picking fully established, 
requires from 16 to 20 weeks. At this rate, in Bengal and Bombay, advantage should be 
talken of occasional breaks in the weather to sow between the middle of July and middle of 
August; in Trevandrum, between tbe middle of August and middle of September; and in 
Ceylon in September. 1'he weather is still warm enough to promote rapid growth, and, 
erE' the cold nights of November commenced, the plants would have attained their full size, 
with strength enough to bear tbe cold jf supported by adequate warmth and hright sunshine 
durjn~ the day. it being now a well-ascp.rtained fact that tropical plants are capable of 
endurlOg much not.turnal cold, provided they have plenty of fight and heat during the day. 

14. These sug~estions are of course to be understood as mere hmts for others to work 
upon, as my POSition here prevent8 my acquiring accurate jnformation on this branch of tbe 
subject. 

15. A reference to the first of the preceding Tables will show tbat in America tbey are 
enabled in their cultivation to follow the natural course of the seasons, having the mild sprinO' 
filr sowing, the warmer and bhowery summer for their growing season, and the clear drY 
autumn for harvestmg the crop. Here the Cdse is altogether different; the spring months 
of Southel'n India are dry and parched with intense heat, the lIummer ones cooled and 
refreshed with occasiollal showers, and the autumnal ones deluged with lain and quite unfit 
for harvest operation,;. To adapt the American cotton plant 10 this course of the seasons is 
mdispensable to success; fOl' this purpo~e t\\ 0 methods suggest themselves. 

1st. The one already sketched, that of employing the earlier weeks of the autumnal period 
as our spring. the latter ones and part of winter as our summer, and the conciusion of wiuter 
and part of spl'ing as our autumn: 'or, 

2d. To render ourselves comparatively independent of tIle r;easons, by having, as in Egypt. 
recourse to irrigation, and thereby securing for the growing plant a rlslDg in place of a 
fallin~ I'ange of temperature, by sowing in October or November, according to the seasoll. 

16. Thill idea suggested it~elf while studying the American meteorological tables, and 
shortly after 1 succeeded 111 obtaining a small piece (If ground, about an acre, with a well 
attached, It was sown the end of January; 011 the 4th February the young plants began 
to show themselves j Oil the loth March many of them were upwalds of a foot high, all very 
healthy and already showing abundance of ., forms," or coming flowers, and that tl.O with 
the thermometer in the shade daily above 900

, once or twice 96°, proving clearly that high 
temperature, when there is sufficient luoisture in the soil, IS not injurious to Mexican cotton. 

17. This experiment will, I anticipate, be only partially successful, as we- may in the 
ordinary coursE' of the lIeasons expect cloudy weather and rain in May, which is adverse to 
the perfect maturation of the crop; hut already it gOE'S far towards establishing the principle 
for which it was undertaken, and had the sowing been in October, when our rains ceased~ 
would hate proved most successful, as it would now in that case have been in full crop. 

18. Fortunatelv this is not the only experiment of this kind in progress. \VhiIe drafting 
this paper, I I'ecelved from Captain Lawford, civil engineer, 6th diviSion, a note informing 
me that he had eIlga~ed iu a Similar experiment some months ago ill the hope 01 being 
able to I>how the natives of Tanjore that cotton so cultivated would yield at ledst as pro
fitable return,; as rice, which he states is there hardly wOlth pldntillg. He says," I hope 
you will approve of the plan of irrigating all COlton, as it Will in a great measure render the 
crop independent of season. Since I sowed the seed received from you in October, we haYI; 
had scarcely any rain, but I have a splendid crop in good soil where the plants are four feet_ 
high and the pods very large." This I consider a most valuable experiment, and will I 
trust find many imitators, especially in those pal'ts of the COllntry where the rains are scanty 
and uncertain. The seed was sown in November, the picking commc:nced about the middle 
of February, and now (lsth l\Idrch)' the plants are in full growth, covered with crop in all 
stages flom " forms" up to open pods. 

19. Up to this time we have had no experience in tbis mode of cultivating cotton, but 
I would sugge~t as a precaution, that wllter sh!>uld be rather sparingly supplied; that little 

2g6-Sess. 2. G G 3 or 

If. 
JolacIras. 

February, 

&2$ 

0'0$ 

04 



II. 
Madras. 

224 PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847",' 

or none should be given from tIle time the picking commences. or rather perhllps for some 
time before, as· the plant when grown in rich moist soil is apt to become too luxuriant. in 
which ca~e the produce is not properly 'ripened. If in active and luxuriant growth when 
the crop is ripening, the pod does not open at the proper time; the cotton being hi.,.hly 
!iygrometlic absorbs moisture flOm the enc1osin~ capsule. and gets spoiled before it bu;sts. 
The very bright warm weather of March, April and MelY, the harvest months or irrigared 
cotton will do much towards counteracting this evil, but not alto"'ether if the plants ~re 
kept freely watered and glowing. .. 1 

20. Having thus bl'iefly, but I trust clearly, explained the principles which ought to guide 
us 10 the cultivation of Amel'ican cotton in india, I shall, in conclusion, say a few words on 
the practical detelils which demand our attention. • 

\21. The firEt point relates to the choice of soil, when selection is 10 our I,ower. The best 
crops I have yet seen have been ohtained from dark bro\\"n. very light. sandy loams mixed 
"ith much kunker limestone, a kmd of soil ea~ily worked, very permeable to rain, and easily 
penetrated to a great depth by the roots. Red soils having a largE' admixture of sand 
~ecuring for them the above properties, also answer well and are easilv cultivated. Th~ 
~ttfJer clayE>y soils have Dot answered so weU, except in s~asons when we· have had frequent 
showers keeping them in all easily workable state, as they are lIable to bake and hecome 
very hard in dry weather. The black cotton SOIls were a good deal tried at first, and I now 
think, rather prematurely condemned as ummitable for the Ame\'lcan plllnt. Subsequent 
consideration has led me to some extent to doubt the justice of the verdict, and I would 
ll~e to ,be in a mor~, favourable position to test the correctness of the conclUSion, by a second 
trIal WIth our addItIonal practical knowledge and skill. 

• 22. The second point, to which I would call particular attention, is the preparation of the 
ground for thE' reception of seed. Too much care cannot be bestowed on this. The land 
should be well ploughed, the deeper the better. from four to six mllnths before the time for 
sowmg. and allowed to be fallow. If there is rain 10 the interval, tt should bave a second 
plollghmg, so as to keep it thoroughly open and freely exposed to conjoint action of the air 
and sun, which, while it prevents excessive absorption of heat, greatly promotes fertilitv, 
and cleans tbe land by exposing and killing the roots of such perennial weeds as may be in 
it; lastly, it should have a final ploughing just hefore sowing. If sown in dlills, according 

'to the r\mertcan practice. it should, whue the plant is still small. be ploughed once or twice 
between the rows. If hl'oad-cast, this cannot be so conveniently done; the hoe must then 
suffice. Aftel' the third leaf has appeared, the ground is hoed, arid the plants thinned out 

,to six or eight inches between them; this will leave enough to allow of con'liderable destruc
tion durlOg the subsequent ploughing. A second hoeing IS always deemed necessary in both 
Alnerican and nattve practice, when the ~, Stand" should be furtl,er thinned, to from a foot 
to IS m,'hes between the piants. If the growth is vigorous, not less than an average clistance 

.of 18 mches should be allowed; otherwise, a foot may' suffice. In moderately fertIle and 
hIgh and dry lands from 2~ to 3 feet between the rows is enough, but f<>r moi~t low-lying 

,rich soil .. five feet is not too much, as in such circumstances the bushes "'ill still fill the 
,grollnd,'il bem~ a very strong growmg plant; and unless it bas plenty of room the crop 
bltghts. So managed, I have s.een it produce from 1,000 tQ 1,100 lb •. per acre; but half at 
that may be considered a lair crop, whICh is double the amount of what in this district is 
considered a good native cotton crop, and yields, owing to the higher per-centage of cotton 
to' seed, 100 Ibs. more of clean cotton. The labour and care bestowed in cultivation i. 
greater, but the return much 1Il;ore than covers it, even leaving out of consideration the higher 
value of the article pI·oduced,'whlch of itself would affol'ct a compensation, supposmg the 

, quantIty of seed cotton, weight for weight, was simply the- same. 

23. The last point to \\hich I would direct attention is that, however promising in appear
once, we have never succeeded in obtaining a really J?;ood second crop off the same bushes. 
1 would, therefore, always recommend the plan of cultivating the Mexican cotton plant as 
an annual, and never to SO\V the same land oftener th4n every third or fourth year, as it 
seems a 'very exhausting crop. 

24. In ilIustl'ation of these views, and to felcilitate their application, as well as for the eon
venience uf easy 'reference, I have appended meteorological tables of several places. That 
for Madras, as being the one whIch most concerns llS, is for every 10 days tb!ouf!hout the 
year; the others al'e'monthly. The Madras one is for botb temperature and ram. the othera 
for (Jne or other as I could find them. 

; 25. I have only further to add, that I can furnish seed to those rt'quirin~ it for further 
, experiment, having several tbpusand pounds available for the purpose. July and. Au.gust 
, being the time for sowing under both monsoons. there is stIll ample tIme for sllpplymg It. 

I bave. &tc. 
(signed) Roht. WigAt, Surgpon, 

Superintendent Cotton FanD;s. 



METEOJl.OLOGICAL lhGISTlIJI. (or MadrtU, e:rtractpd from the ?tladras Almanack for 1848, 

DATE. January. February. Marcb. April. IIlay, JUIle. July, Augult. September, October. November, December. 
---.---~ -

Th, RaiD. Th, RaiD. Th, RaiD. Th. Raia. Th. Rain. Th. Rain. Th, Ralll. 'fL, RaiD. Th, RalD. Th, RaiD, Th, Rain, n. Rain. 
ht to lOth - - 70'3 0'00 76'8 0'03 79'8 0'02 82.'7 0'06 80'9 0'32 88' 0 0'34 80'2 l'OU 84'6 1'77 84'0 1'40 83' 1 2'65 79'7 4'49 77'3 2'23 
lOth to 20th . - 75'5 0'53 '17'S 0'00 80'7 0'11 83'7 (1'08 86'S O'll 88' 4 0'49 Ro'l 1'21 846 1'01 83" 1'25 82' 0 2'43 78'8 0'09 76'1 1'80 
20th to 30th ~ - 75'0 0'11 78'5 001 81'8 0'58 84'7 0'26 8i'7 0'05 87' 3 0'63 'U'8 1'52 84'6 l'48 83'2 I'OIi 81' 1 6'0' 78'2 "55 '10'7 O'5S 

Mean - - 75'0 1'19 77'7 4 80'8 71 83'7 40 86'8 I' 8 87'70 1'46 8;)'3 3'73 84'6 4'16 83'7 "00 82'02 

1I~'1 ~;~ i"~3 
'10'3 4'01 

Max, - - 86'0 - 81'0 -
1 

00'2 - 94'7 , .. 99'2 - 98' 2 - 95'2 -: 92" - 92'9 - 91' Ii 84'0 -
Min, . - 65'0 - 66'0 - 69'7 - 15'4 I - 7S':; - 79' , - 73'5 - 73" - 72'3 - 70' 6 1)7'0 .. 66'8 -

REGISTER of 'Monthly Mean Temperature for the followin~ Cotton-growing Dish'icts, 
-

~ I I August. 

-

taloN, LODg, W, J'unary, February, IIlarch. ApriL l\lay, June. July, September, October, November, December, 1I1eau of Yeal, ---
, 

New Orleans, Louisiana • - 29'08 90' 'I 66'75 58'39 66'58 'I!Nl 71'26 81'18 82'22 82'12 70'42 00'71 58'71 52'20 60'80 
Houston, T(;xas - - - 81'54 95'56 65' 2 60' 6 Ii' 7 72' 7 85' 0 80' I 84' 2 81' " 83' 5 72' 3 62' 3 60' 0 73'03 
St, Augustine. Florida - - 29'50 81'21 60'73 64"07 6j "00 10'06 76'89 8l'4! 82'81 82'67 80'16 73'83 63'S6 60'9:3 72']3 
Savannab, Georp;ia - - - 82' I) 81'10 52'16 63'74, 61'10 67'36 73'14 7i'89 82'23 82'00 7696 66'02 57'20 60'60 66'70 
Columbia, Carolina - - 34' 0 80'08 37' 7 42' 9 47' 3 62' 2 67' 3 72' " 76' 1 76' 5 66' a 53' 2 43' '1 30' 5 61'00 

Madras -eoA,M,l 13' 4 80'14 { 78' 9 80' 6 84" 3 67' 8 90' 3 tl9' 7 87' 0 86' I 86' 0 84' 2 80' 0 70' 1 -
10 p, M,J . - 80' 7 83' 7 86' 1 86' 3 8&' 0 84' 3 83' 5 81' 7 77' S 76' 2 75' 5 7i' 0 -... 

~ 

MONTHLY REGISTER of RAIN, 

January, February, l\Iareh, I April, May, June, July, Augu't, September, October, November, December, -
..... 
Z 

Florida· . . - · 1'82 1'34 1'08 1'00 0'3' 2'39 2'84 3'30 4'35 3'33 1'40 1'18 

Madras, mean of 22 yeal's - 1'33 0'23 0'36 0'68 S'03 2'03 3'20 0'24 4"16 10'09 12'43 -3'25 {Between 1822 and 1843, 
botb inclusive, 

Trevandrum, 4 years - · '40 '05 2'28 8'04 7'60 16'40 3'14. 4'20 530 14'07 12' 1'90 
Ca~utta, mean of 7 years - 0'30 0'25 1'18 3'37 6'68 INa 12'14 16"23 7'70 4'9, 0'18 o'si' 
Co mbatore, 7 year. - · 1'33 '03 1'22 2''}0 2'15 'S5 '18 '11 '81 6'32 3' 0 2'46 

. 
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Revenue Department, 5th September (No. 12) 1849. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

1. WE now reply to paras. 1 and 2 of your letter, dated the 30th June last 
(No. 32), in which you inform us of the arrangements which you have made 
"for discontinuing not only the experimental culture of cotton in both the 
Tinnevelly and Coimbatore districts which were superintended by :Mr. Finnie 
and Dr. Wight, but also the mercantile operations into which the experiment 
latterly merged." 

\ 2. In a minute, dated the 4th May 1849, Sir Henry Pottinger has recorded 
at length his view of the results which have followed the measures which have 
been adopted during the last ten years for improving the cultivation of cotton 
under your Presidency, and states his conviction that everything has been done 
" that was either requisite or called for, to give the experimental farms the 
fairest, fullest, and most liberal trial," adding that in his opinion, " they should 
be forthwith discontinued/, and that" their further t'xistence would be calcu
lated to do great harm to the cause which they were originally intended to
promote, by unavoidably leading the 'natives of the cotton-growing districts to 
imagine that Government alone have the means or faculty of raising American 
cotton, or of improving the culture and quality of the indigenous plant." 

3. The other members of Council {Messrs. D. Eliott and H. Dickinson} 
concurred generally in the opinions expressed by the Gorernor. The Uesolu
tion of the 1st June 1849 was accordingly passed by your Government, "in 
pursuance of the views communicated by the Honourable Court in para. 4 of. 
their despatch dated the 4th July (No. 11) 1848." 

4. That Resolution directs that, in consideration of Mr. Finnie's engagement 
having been p1ade for two years certain, from the 16th October 1847, his ser
vices shall be di!'pensed with at the expiration of that t,erm, and that in the 
mean time he shall consider himself" wholly and unqualifiedly" under the 
orders of the officiating collector of Tinnevelly i that he should give his whole 
time and attention to instruct the natives in the practical use of the gins, presses, 
churkas, thrashers and other implements required in the cleaning and prepa
ration of the cotton, but that he shall not interfere with the cultivation of the 
plant (whether American or Indian) further than offering his advice when asked 
for, and that he shall desist immediately from purchasing any more cotton on 
behalf of Government, and close his accounts and break up whate\"er esta
blishments he may have entertained for that duty. 

5. With respect to the operations in Coimbatore, it is ordered that Dr. Wight 
shall also desist from making further purchases of cotton on behalf of Govern
ment; that he shall discharge at once all establishments which have been 
hitherto employed for the experimental farms, and place Messrs. Sherman and 
Cuxton, and half of the East India boys (the other half- being sent to Tinne
velly) at the disposal of the officiating principal collector of Coimbatore, wh\) 
will assign to ,all and each of them their proper posts and duties. 

6. The gin houses are to be placed under the charge of their respective 
collectors, who are directed 'to make suitable arrangements for their being used 
by the ryots. 

7. Dr. Wight is ordered to "fix as early a period as may be compatible with 
the engagements which have'been entered into by him with the ryots of Coim
baiore for finally closing his accounts and all concern with the experiments~ 
and in the interim to give his advice and assist:mce to the officiating principal 
collector in order to carrying out the arrangements now contemplated." 

8. On th~ receipt of these instructions .Dr. Wight represented to you, that 
the lands constituting the experimental farms had all been in his possession 
several months, and were engaged, and compensation paid on the Puttah lands 
until the 1st May 1850; that they had all, with the exception of a few small 
patches, been repeatedly ploughed, and were ready for the reception of the 
seed; that from two-thirds to three-fourths of the expenses of the crop had 
been aIready incurred, and that unless It was grown, the whole sum would be 
, . lost 
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lost, whereas by keeping the establishment together until about the end of the 
year, and growing the crop, the whole would be recovered. Dr. Wight further 
pointed out the" injurious effects on the agricultural community likely to result. 
from the abrupt breaking up of an establisllment which has been in operation 
for several years, and that at the very commencement of the sowing season, 
when it is well known to them nearly all the expenses of the crop have been 
incurred." Dr. Wight, accordingly suggested the expediency of allowing the 
cultivation to proceed for that year, making it generally known that it was 
positively the last crop to be grown on Government account. "In this way," 
he adds," time will be allowed for others to take our place. for the merchants 
to establish agencies, or it may be for the formation of a mercantile company 
to carryon the works on their present plan, but on a much larger scale ; and, 
lastly, by adopting this course our present most excellent and thoroughly 
acclimated stock of' seed will be wholly preserved, in place of in great part 
lost." 

9. On this representution you recorded a Minute of Consultation (29th June 
1849), stating that you were still of opinion "that the whole system of cotton 
farms should be forthwith discontinued as far as possible, and that what must 
necessarily be kept up for this season in consequence of the engagements which 
Dr. Wight has undertaken should be, as already directed, cOItducted under the 
superintendence and orders of the acting principal collector, who will have 
attached to him certain assistants of the experimental establishment, and thus 
be enabled to carry out the views of Government." 

10. We are of opinion that undef the circumstances stated by Dr. Wight, 
it would have been desirable to have avoided the abrupt termination of his 
arrangements, the more especially as the subject of introducmg an improved 
system of cultivation into the cotton districts of India is one in which we have 
never ceased to take the deepest interest. 

11. In our despatch of the 4th July (No. 11) 1848, para. 4, we observed 
that we "concurred in your opinion of the expediency of relinquishing' the 
Government cotton farm in Coimbatore," as we "considered that the object 
with which this farm was establi~hed had now been fully attained by demon
strating that the soil and climate c;>f that province were' capable of producing 
cotton of a description in every respect suited to the wants of the British manu
facturers." 

12. In that despatch we also directed that, notwithstanding the discon
tinuance of the farms, Government should still continue to afford its aid by 
distributing A merican seed, either gratuitously or at a trifling charge, to those 
willing to cultivate it, and we also authorised the cultivation of fields in par
ticular localities, with the view of ascertaining whether the soil and climate were 
suited to the production of the American or any other description of cotton. 
Although therefore we deemed the time to have arrived for discontinuing the 
e:,l:pensive farming operations which had been cB+ried on in Coimbatore, it was 
not our intention to prohibit the cultivation on a 'small scale on account of 
Government. 

13. The order to desist from making any further purchases of cotton on 
behalf of Government is not warranted by the instructions communicated to 
you in the same despatch, para. 3, in which, with reference to the permission 
given to Dr. Wight to purchase American cotton from the ryot~ at remunerating 
prices on behalf of Government, we stated~ "these purchases should not at 
present be disconth;lUed:' 

14. It was not our wish or intention that Dr. Wight should be removed from 
the office of Superintencle~t of cotton experiments under your presidency. We 
have repeatedly acknowledged the value of his services in that capacity, and so 
recently as the- 2d June (No. 10) 1847, we authorised .you to grant him an 
allmvance equivalent to the pay of a superintending surgeon, in consideration 
of his having been prevented from complying with the regulations of the service. 
by his employment u on a duty.for which he possesses peculiar qualifications, 
and which it is desirable he should continue to discharge." 
. 15. PerGeiving no urgency in the case, we must express our regret that you 
should have adopted. without again reft;rring to us, the course which you have 
pursued, and which we fear can scarcely fail to produce an impression, both in 
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India and in England, that we are become less earnest in promoting the object, 
important equally t() both countries, of obtaining from India a supply of cotton 

• suited to the requirements of the British manufacturers. 
16. \Ye fear that this despatch will not reach you in time to prevent the 

greater part of the arrangements which you have ordered from being carrted 
into effect, but we desire that your proceedings may be, as far as possible 
regulated in conformity with the following instructions. ' 

J t If Dr. Wight's conne:tion with the Coimbatore farms should not haye 
ceased, we should wish the cultivat~on to be carried on according to the plans 
laid. down at the commencement of the season. You will make it generally 
knc.\vn that the cultivation of the farms after the present season will not be 
undertaken by the. Government, and if any company of merchants and planters 
should oner to take upon themselves the further prosecution of that part oC the 
experiment, you will deliver over to them the lands, comprising the farms 
(subject of course to the ordinary assessment) with the machines and imple
ments attached to them, 'at a fair valuation, due care bdng- of course taken to 
protect the interests of those ryots whose lands may now or'-hereafter be engagrd 
for the purpose of cotton cultivation. , 

18. With respE'J!t to Dr. Wight, we are of opinion that, before giving up the 
superintendence of the cotton experiments, he should be called on to furnish 
a clear and connected aCCQunt of the experimental cultivation o;n the Coimbatore 
farllls and elsewhere under your presidency, with such observations as his 
scientific and practical 'knowledge may enll-ble him to off.;r as to the causes of 
success or failure. Such a report cannot fail to be a useful document a$ a guide 
for those who may be hereafter engaged in similar undertakings. 

19. We observe that you propose to entrust the conduct of all future 
operations for the improvement of cotton cultivation to the collectors of land 
revenue in the severai districts. In this class of our servants, there are doubtless 
many who will take a warm interest in this important subject; but even by 
them, we can expect that but little will be accomplished, unless they can look 
to some properly qualified officer to direct their proceedings, and to digest and 
mE-thodise the results which they may obtain, so as to make them available for 
the guidance of. -others engaged in the same pursuit. In our despatch of the 
4th July (No. 11) 1848, we intimated that, in our opinion, considerable 
advantage might be expected from the experiments then in progress under the 
superintendence of Dr. Wight throughout the presidency, with the \iew of 
ascertaining the most suitable time of the year for sowing the American seed. 
These experiments will be of little avail unless the officer by whose suggestions 
they have been undertaken shall be in a position to examine and report on their 
results, aided by his own extensive experience in the practical cultivation of 
cotton in other localities. We are, therefore, of opinion that Dr. Wight should 
retain the position of superintendent of cotton experiments under your pre
sidency, until these objects are accomplished. 

20. We approve of your resolution to dispense with the services of Mr. 
Finnie at the termination of his engagement. 

21. The consignments of cotton from Coimbatore and Tinnevelly on the ships 
" Ganges" and " Aurora" have been received, and have excited considerable 

_ interest among the manufacturers. We forward a report· 'on the quality of the 
several descrIptions which have been furnished to us by the Commercial Associa· 
tion of Manchester. We desire that our former orders for an annual supply of 
,thE-se cottons may be considered tO,remain in full force. . 

, 22. On the receipt of this despatch, you will immediately make us acquainted 
with the extent to which the arrangements on which we have commented have 
been concluded, and how far it will be in your power, without de~riment to the 
public service, to carry our present instructions into effect. 

London, 
5 September 1849. 

,We are, &C. 
(signed) .A. Gallou'ay. 

J. Shepherd. 
&c. &C. 

, 
.. ThiS Hcport i'li! be found With the Account Sales of the cotton towards the close ofthilt volume 

of the Rdurn. 
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(No: 73 of 1849.) 
Revenue Depart~ent. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India. Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
Para. 1. WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in this 

department, dated 5th September 1849, No. 12, and to transmit in reply an 
extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 22d October ]849, No. 1011, 
which will inforDl your Honourable Court of the measures we have tabn, in 
pursuance of your ~nstructions, for continuing the experimental cultivation of 
cotton in the territories of the Madras Presidency. 

2. 'We have also the honour to submit copy of a letter from Dr. Wight, J,"e
porting his proceedings on the resumption of his (Juties as Sup~rintendent of 
cotton farms" under ,the orders communicated to him. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

Fort 8t. George. .D. Eliott. 
13 November 1849. 

(No. 1011.) 
Revenue Department. 

, EXTRACT (rom the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 22d October 1849 • 

. Para. 1. THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council proceeds to pass orders on the 
letter in this department from the Honourable the Court of Dlrector~, dated 5th September 
1849J No. 12.· 

!. A copy 

• l' to 10. Review proceedings of GovetJlment relating to the discontinuance of the experimental 
cotton farms of Coimbatore and Tinnevclly, and the arrangements for the dIsposal of the lands, 
machinery ;1nd establishments connected witb them; are of opinion that under the circumstances 
represented by Dr. Wight, it would have been desirable to avoid the abrupt termination of the 
arrangemfnts made by him for the cultivation of the lands constituting the experimental farms for 
the season. 

11 to 14. Advert to the orders conveyed in their despatch of the 4th July 1848, and observe that 
although the time for discontinuing the expensive farming operatiolls had arrived~ it was not their 
intention to prohibit the cultintion on a small scale on account of Government; that the order to 
desist from maL-ing any further purchases of cotton on behalf of'Government is not warranted by 
their instluctlons. which directed" that the purchases of American cotton from the ryots itt remu
nerarinlt prices should not be discontinued," and that it "as not their in:enti('ll that Dr. Wight 
should be remoyed from the office of Superintendent of cotton experiments. 

15 & 16. Express regret at the course adopted, and fear that their present orders will not be ~ 
time to plevent the greater part of the arrangements \\Ihich have been ordered from being camed 
into elfect~ but desire that the proceedings of Government may be as far as possible regulated In 

conformity wuh tbe following instructions: , 
17. That if Dr. Wight's conneAion with the farm should not have ceased, he should conduct 

the cultivation on the plans laid down at the commencement of the ~eason. It is to be made 
known generally, that the cultivation of the farms after the present season will not be undertaken 
by the t;overnment; and if private speculators, be willing to undertake the further prosecution or 
the experiment, the lands, macbinery, implements, &c. to be made over to. them at..i.lair valuation, 
with due protection to the interests of tbe ryots., , 

18. That before giving up the superintendence of the experiments, Dr. Wight should be called 
on to furnish a clear and connected account of the experimental cultivation Oil the Coimbatore and. 
other farms. 

19. That although tlle conduct of future operations be entrusted to the collectors, bfwhom there 
are many who will take a warm interest in this important subject, yet even by them little will be 
accomplished, IInless there be somo properly quabfied. oflicer to direct their proceedings and to
dIgest and methodise the results they msy obtain; and are therefore of opinion that Dr. Wight 
should retain the position of Supf'rmtendent of cotton farms unlil the objects contemplated by 
them, and adverted to in their despatch ot' the 4th July 1848, 'are accomplished. 

20. Approve of the resolution to dispense with Mr. Finnie's services at the termination of bi~ 
engagement. . 

21. Observe that the consignments of cotton from Coimbatore and Tinnevelly on the .. Ganges" 
and .. Aurora" have arrived, and have excited considerable interest among tbe lIlanufacturers. 
f'orward a repmt on the quality of the several descriptions by th~ Manchester Commercial A~socia
tion. Dl's!re tbat their torme"r ordels for an annual suppll' of these cottons may be conSIdered 
to remam III full fOlce. 

22. DeSIre that on the receipt of this despatch they may be made lIcquainted with tbe extent to
whICh the arrangements on which they have commented have been concluded, and bow far It will 
be in the power of Government. without detriment to the public servire, to carry their present 
instructions into effect. 

2g6-Sess. 2. HH2 

II. 
Madras. 

DIary to Cons. 
23 October 1849, 
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2. A copy of paras. 11 and ~2, a~d of para~. ~ 7 to 22 inclusi~e, of this despatch, with the 
report of the Manchester CommercIal AssocIation referred to In para. 21, be furnished to 
Dr. Wight for his inforolation and gUidance, with particular reference to the observations 
and orders of the Honourable Court of DIrectors therein conveyed 

3. Immediately on re~eipt of this ~)lder, Dr. 'Yight will resume his position .IIS Superin
tendent of cotton expenments, and 10 that capacity attend to the Important objects which 
the Honourable Court have in view, not only ill Coimbatore, but generally in all the cotton
growing districts. 

4. J II Coimbatore Dr. Wight will have the immediate management of the gins, gm-houses, 
machinery, &c., and of all matters rclatlllg to cotton experIments, relieving the actm<T 
Principal Collector of the chal ge in respect of them entrusted to him by the orders of the lst 
J un~ 1849, No. 544, lind carrymg out, if practIcable, the wishes of the Honourable Court for 
contlnll1Og fOl' the season the cultivation of the lands referred to in para. 9 of his letter, dated 
lIth June 1849, with cotton on the plans laid down at its commencement, as indicated in 
para. 17. He will also attend to tIle instructIon!; communicated in the remainin<T portion of 
the same paragraph, and give effect to them as far as it may be in his power. 0 

5. In TlIlnevelly the collector will have charge of the gins, implements, &c., as directed 
in the above order, but he WIll be guided in respect of thelu, and ot' all matters relating to 
the purchase and shlPlllent of cotton, or to its cultivation, by the commUDlcatlons he may 
receIve from Dr. WIght. 

6. The Honourable Court having intimated that it was not their intention to prohibit the 
cultivation of cotton on a small scale, Dr. Wight will have thIs object in view, and promote 
it wherever he may consider desirable, through the medium of the collectors, adviSIng and 
directing theIr proceedings. 

7. The purchase and shipment of cotton will be made as heretofore, the Honourable Court 
having dIrected that their'fprmer order for an a~nual supply of these coltons may be con
sidered to remain in full force. 

s. Dr. WIght will in due conrse furnish in a special report the information req'lired 
in para. 18; but will immediately stolte for communIcation t" the Honourable Court, the 
e,.tent to which he may have been enabled tl) carry out their present orders. 

9. It is the intention of Government by th.e ordels that Dr. Wi~ht should have the 
sole superintendence of the cotton experiments, and that nil commulllcations on the subject 
from the collectors lmd olhers should be submitted through him for the orders of Govern-
ment. ' 

1(1. Refelring to extract Minutes of Con!'lultation, 22d, August 1849, No. 795', applica
tiOl) will be made, through the military department, fOl' the service~ of Dr. Wight being 
again placed at the disposal of Government, fur the purpose of being continued in the expe
riment.11 cultivation of cotton. 

11. A copy of the fore~oing order.;, and of the paras. of ,he despatch ~o which they 
relate, Will be furrushed to the Board of Revenue, in view to their making thl! neces~ary com- . 
munication for the guidance of the collectors of Tinnevelly and Coimbatole. 

(signed) W. fl. Bay1l'Jl. 
Acting Secretary Lo Go\'ernment. 

MilItary Department. 
(~o. 3920.), 

EXTRA.CT from tIle Minutes of,Consultation, under date the 25th October 1849. 

Read the following letter: 

(No., 648.) 

From Major R. _Gordon, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to Lieutf>nant-Colonel 
C. A. Browne, Secretary to Government, MIlitary Department, Fort St. George. 

Sir, • 
WITH reference to Minutes of Consultation of 23d instant. No. 3,891, I have the honour, 

by order of the Commander-in-Chief, to report that the services of Surgeon R. Wie,ht. II. D., 
are available for the dIsposal of Government, but that that officer has obtained the Colll
mander-in-Chief's leave to the Presidency till the 31st January 1850, preparatory to apply
ing for pe!'mission to retil'e from the service. 

Adjutallt-Gpoeral's Office, Fort St. George, 
24 October 1849. 

(signed) B:Gordon, 
Dy. AdJut. Genl • of the Army, 

From 
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From Sur~eoll R. »"igltt, Superintendent Cotton Fanll!;, Coimbatore, to 
W: H. Bayle!!, Esq., Acting Secletary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir. 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Consultation, N'o. 1,011, 

under date 22d October 1849. . 

2. Immediately on their receipt I placed myself III communication with Mr. Thomas: he 
bein~ in a remote part of the district, I did 110t receive his reply until yesterday afternoon, 
but in the interval have adopted measules for submitting to the test of carefully conducted 
trial, the plan of cultivating both American and Native cotton with the aid of irrig:ation, ao; 
proposed m paras. 15 to 19 inclusive of my cirl'ular letter of the 20th March 1849. The 
season here IS,too far advanced to attempt its cultivation as a dry crop. 

3. In regard to the lands m.-ntioned in my letter of the 11th June the whole were given 
up to the ryots, except two or thlee fields, whICh were taken by Mr. Prince, a Cape fanner, 
who came here to rl'celve instructions in cotton agriculture, and who, but for that accom
modation, must have returned without attaining the object of his mission. 

4. Before giving up the lands, Mr. Thomas, at my sugge~tion. entered into agreements 
With the parties who took them to grow American .cotton. Some of those who got land on 
these terms have, I believe. bestowed considerable pains on its cultivatioll, and have the 
prospect of an ample return; others have been more negligent. As yet I have not had 
leisure to viSit them, my time having bee~ fully occupied in arranging jor the immediate 
prosecution of my llrigation experiments. . 

6. For this purpose I have rented from the proprietors portions of several " ~rdens," 
and engaged a small nunJah field, which has for many years been lying waste. The gardens 
are to be cultivated, under my direction. by the proprietors, to famllianse them With our 
practice. The nunjah field IS being cultivated with our own cattle, ai~ed by a few hired 
ploughs. 

6. Two of the garden~ w('re partly sown with native cotton. In each I have kept a por
tion to be cultivated by the proprietor, and along side of it I shall, for comparison. sow an 
equal portion with native seed, to be cultivated according to the American method~ and 
irrigate the same as the American cotton. This I do, in the hope of convincmg the natives, 
who are impressed with the belief that irrigation is injuriOus to cotton, that they are in 
etror. In'these gardens it is my intention to sow every variety of cotton of which I have 
seed, namely, long-stapled, Sea Island and Bourbon, short-stapled, Mexican, Petit· gulph and 
Native cotton. 

7. Though the wbole extent of ground so cultivated will scarcely exceed 50 or 60 acres, 
I yet trust. the trials will prove as ~onclusive as if made on a much larger scale. , 

8. Deeming- it a matter of primary importance to ascertain the capabilities of tbe coast 
.climate for the production of American cotton, I have fUlther written to Mr. Cuxton, 
directing him to endeavour to obtam a few acres of land to be similarly cultivated, under 
tbe guidance of my late overseer Conner, who is well versed in agriculture, which Mr. Cuxton 

• is not, his duties here having been principally confined to the ginning and pUichasing branch 
of the business. . 

9. This I believe is all that can be done this year; next year I shall make it my endea
vour to have the principleo; detailed in my circular (20th March 1849) subjected to the test 
of expernnent in as many places as I can; and 1 hope also m~ny tnals Will be .made with 
the aid of iI'figation, from which I anticipate the greatest advantagE'. 

10. The report called for in the 18th para. of the Honourable Court's despatch will 
necessarily require some time to prepare, as I am not yet in possession of all the materials 
required. Such a report to be really useful and satlsfdctory must be full and comprehen
sive, embodying both principles and practical details. My present impression is, that umlel' 
judicious management Americ.an cotton bhould become as certain a crop as Indian, and 
infinitely more profitable, and, I hope to show this season, that with"the aid of irrigation it 
is nearly as certain' and perhaps as profitable as either rice or sugar. In ~ ,Yord, I expect 
that, undt'r bimilarly enelgetic JIlanagement, AmerICan cotton wlll becorpe to this part of 
lndia what indigo is to Bengal. ' 

(!'igned) R. Wight, Surgeon" 
Coimbatore, 6 ~ovember 1849. Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

Revenue Department, 2& April (No.4) 1851. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

, MEMORIAL of Dr. Wight. 

1. WITH your military letter of the 14th August last (No. 50), you have 
forwarded a memorial from Dr. 'Wight, superintendent of cotton experiments, 
soliciting to be informed whether, in the event of a vacancy occurring in the 

2g6-Sess. 2. H H 3 Medical 
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Medical Board, he would be considered eligible for, promCJtion to that office. and 
generally whether, notwithstanding his continuance in the performance of civil 
duties, he would be held entitled to the pay and privileges which he would have 
obt~ineQ. if he had made his tour of military service in the usual course. 

2. In yonr lette;, dated the 14th November (No. 54) 1846, you br:>U2ht to 
our notice the claim of Dr. Wight to the office of Superintending Surgeon, 
or to the allowances of that office; and while you were of opinion that he was 
not eligible for that appointment under the rules of the ser"ice, you observpd 
that" so long as a superintendent for the cotton farms is required, Dr. Wight 
seems the most qualified ,person to fill the situation." Concurring in your view 
of ~is ineligibility for the appointment of Superintending Surgeon, but fully 
sensible of his peculiar qualifications for the office which he held, and desiring 
that his servic~ should be retained in that capacity, we authorised you, by our 
despatch of the 2d June (No. 10) 1847, ~'to grant him an additional allowance 
equivalent to the difference between his present pay and that of a Superintend
ing Surgeon, ,from the date on which he would otherwise have been eligible for 
promotion to that rank." , 

Mili&ary Despatch, 3. For a similar reason, although Dr. \Vight is disqualified' by the rules of the 
dated 27 March service for a seat at tpe Medical Board, we think that he ought not to be 
(No. 22) 1850, debarred from the enjoyment of the advantages which that appointment would para. 38. 

have given1him. ' 

ReveJlue Despatch 
to Bombay, dated 
27 Nov. (No. 11) 
1850. 

21 January 1852. 

4. We aceordingly authorise you, as we have recently authorised the Govern
Ine~t of Bombay, dn a similar case which 'has occurred under that presidency, 
" to grant him all the advantages to which he would have been entitled as a 
member ofthe MedicaI.Board,from the date on which. under other circumstances, 
it would have come ,to ,his turn to be placed in that sitwttion." 

We are, &c. 
(signed) John Shepherd. 

London, 25 April 1851. 
J. W. Hugg. 

&c. &c. 

REVENUE LETTER from Madras, dated 5 June 1852 (No. 26.) 

Pal'a. 1. WITH reference to the ('orrespondence noted in the margin, *' we have 
the honour ,to forward copy of a letter from Dr. Wight, superintendent of 
'cotton experiments, giving cover to one from the collector of Tinnevelly, and 
recommending that, with the view to encourage the culture of American cotton" 
in that district, the Government should engage to purchase all tliat is grown by 
the ryots at a fixed rate: 

,2. We also beg to forward copies of the Minutes recorded by us on thE' occa
sion, and an 'extract from, the Minutes of Consultation founded thereon, and to 
solicit the attention OfYOUT Honourable Court to these papers. 

Enclosure to No. 26 of 1852. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 1st June 1852. 

Read the following Letter: 
Fro,m ,Dr •. R. Wight, Superintendent of CottGn Experiments, Coimbatore, to 

T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fo~t St. George. 
Sir .. 

1. I HAV~ the honour herewith to transmit copy of a letter from Mr. C. Blrd, on ~he 
subject of Government encouraging the cuitule of American cotton In the Tmnevelly dlStnct, 
by engagmg to purchase all that is !!fOWn by the ryots at a fixed rate; and beg leave to 
solicit the instructIOns of th~ Right Honourable the Governor in Council, as to the reply I 
am 'to make. I send along with it portion of the" Manchester Guardian" newspaper, re
porting the proceedino-s of the annual meeting of the CommerCial Association of that place, 

~ fu 

• rom Honourable Court, 8th October 1845, No. (), P.9 & 10. 
From - ditto 4th July - 18+H, NO.5, P.3. 
From ditto 5th September 18+9, NO.5, p. 13 & !u. 
To ~ ditto ~3d - ditto No. 55, p. g. 

CaDS. 1St 'June l8S'l. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTO~ IN INDIA. 233 

for 18S2, in the hop!; that the information it contains may prove OSE'ful while considering the 
,question. 

2. The impression on my mind is, that the most judicious course would be to authorise 
?tIro Bird to mform the ryots that their produce would be purcha.c:ed on Government account, 
at the rate specified, which I consider a fair price, provided they cannot fine.( an e<)ually 
good market elsewhere; and that copies of the decision of Government on this question be 
communicated for the mformation of the Manchester Association. Thi .. last I suggest ill 
the belief that that body would at Ollce, with its proverbial public spirit, be induced to taLe 
up the matter energetically, and. by establIshing agencie .. for the purchase and growth of 
exotic cottoll at ieveral stations along the cIJast, give an impulse to IhlS new brancll oC 
industry which it IS impossible for any amount of Government patronage to coufer. 

a. As bearing on the subject under consideration, I trest Mr. Prendergast will excuse my 
taking the liberty of introducing some extracts from a private note of his, as by doing so 1 
JIlay at the same time be instructed how to reply officially to his question: 

.. 'TIS all very well to put down cotton seed and to have fine crops, but who is to purchase 
the r.roduce, and what price is it to fetch here, where it is not wanted? The weavers say it 
won t clo lor their purpose. and the ,'yots say it won't pay. Will Mr. Lees, or any of your 
correllpondentf!l, buy it and export it unscrewed from COlinga? or will they set up screws at 
that place? Perhaps you are not aware that cotton, to the value of a lac and a half of rupees, 
annually passes through thiS district iuto Vlzagapatam. Why should it not be sClewed and 
go by eea? The exotic you send is so soft, the weavers here can make nothing of it. 
~here, then, are we to find a market lor It? 

4. I have introduced these extracts, on the supposition that the facts stated may chance 
to be as little known to others as they were to myself previous to their perw.al, and in the 
hope that, by maklOg them bettE'r known, some enterprising person or company may be 
induced to locate In that neighbourhood, where it appears so much business is transacted, 
and become the medium of establi .. hing a trade not less profitable fol' themselves than advan
tageous for the couutry through which It passes. 

(Signed) R. Wight, 
COlmbatore, 29 April 1852. ' Superintendent Cotton ~xpcrimenls. 

(No. 374.) 

From C. J. Bird, Ellq., Collector, to Dr. R. Wight, Supermkndent Cotton Experiments, 
Coimbatore, 

Sir, 
1. I N reply to your letter of the 23d ultimo, I have the honour to state that I should wish 

to be supplted with from so to 70 bags of New Orleans cotton seed, if so much can be spared 
for this distllc;t. 

2. If Government will authorise me to promise that the produce of this cotton seed shall 
be purchased on their Itccount at 9 annas a tool am OIL the. spot,. the ryots. Will,. I have no 
doubt, accept the seed, and cultivate it fret:ly. This is the rate at which Mr. David Lees 
bargained With the ryols, and I was in hope Mr. Arthur Lees would have allowl'd me to 
make known his willingnelOs to purchase all cotton produced from this seed at the same rate. 
He requires time to consider whether he will do. so, and has not given me an answer as yet.. 
The Messrs. Longshaw do not seem willing to enter into any certain agreement of the pro
posed kind, but say that if seed is given to them gratis, they believe they shall be able to 
persuade ryots to cultivate largely. 

3. Unless a cel'tain market is placed before the ryots of this district, [ am satisfied they 
will not undertake the cultivation ofthe New Orleans plant. 

TinnevelIy, Trichendoft', 
20 April ]832. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the President. 

Lettel' from Dr. Wight, No. 447, regarding authority being given to the Collector of 
Tinnevelly fo engage to purchase at a fixed rate all American cotton grown by the ryots. 

I do not think there IS iny thing in the Honourable Court's orders that would authOlise 
Government to sanction any such engagement as is proposed in the above letter. It seems 
to me to be askmg the East India Company to take on themselves the busine"s of merchants 
for the benefit of others; in other words, that it IS suggesting that Government should pur
chase cotton at any price, and dispose of It to the manufacturers of Manchester on such 
term!\ as would suit their purposes of trade. I have from the first decried so unheard of a 
system, 'and pointed out that it is the duty of the 'Manchester manufacturers to send their 
own agents to the cotton-growing districts to make their own bargains with the cultivators. 
If the rate proposed to the cultivator is a fair one, as 1& asserted. why should the merchants 

,or their agents heSitate to close with it 1 The answer seems to me simply to be, that they 
296-Sess. 2. ' H H 4 want 
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want to pel's~ade or compel Government to undertake that which they themselves, should 
undertake. 

The system or cotton expel:lmental farms by. Government has bee'l/, I respectfully con
ceive, from the outset a total fadure as respects elthp.r the benefit or tuition of the ryots In 

cultivating,. and likewise the source of much expense and loss to the public. The ryots not 
only did not learn anything practical from those farms, but they were deterred by the out
lay: which they saw incurred upon them from entering into any sucb unprofitable specu
lations. 

I ha~e before stated, and I here repeat my solemn conviction, that the Madras Govern
ment have failed in no legitimate means to encourage and promote the extension and im
provement o!' the cllltlvatio~ of goo4 cotton',\'I"hether mdigenous or exotic. Every application 
connected with the subject nas been attE'nded to, and every want supplied With a profuse 

. hard; but I cannot, for the reasons assigned above, consent to the presellt proposal. 
I have briefly recorded my SE'ntlments in this fOI'm, in Older tb:it they may be sent to the 

Honourable COUI1, to whom a copy of Dr. Wight's communication Fhould be forwarded by 
the next OppOI tumty. 

17 May 1852. (<;igned) Henry Pottinger. 

MINUTE by the Honourclbl~ Mr. Thomas. 

I CONCUR entirely in these opinions, and the same vif;ws will also be found recorded ill 
fOl'mel' minutes. 

All our experience, I think, teaches us that the continued direct interpositions of the 
Government. and the employment <>f Government funds and agency in such matters, are 
positively injurious. They throw back the day when private capital and enterprise Will 
come fully into the field: and that, and that alone, I bt'lieve, can ever really determine 
whether cotton, or any other product, can be permanently brought into the British market, 
paying a remulleratmg' prIce to the growers and a profit to the exporter, without which. of 
course, It Will not be produced. As Government expenditure and a costly and imperfect 
agency, with little or no practical knowledge like that of Dr. Wight, his subordinates cannot, 
I believe, ever determine this pOlOt; and It remains even now to be asked, what has been 
the practical result of Dr. Wight's agency fol' the last 10 years. It is yet to be ascertained 
from trustworthy data, whether Indian grown cotton, exotic or indigenous, can be raised 
and 'prepared for the British market at a remunerating price to the growers. 

19 May 1852. (signed) J. F. Tnomal. 

(No. 495.) 

The night Honourable the Governor in Council is of opinion that the instructions furnished 
from tUlle to time by the Honourable the Court of Directors do not authorise this Govern
ment to enter into any engagement of the nature proposed by Dr. 'Wight in the above letter, 
viz •• for purchasing from the ryots at a fixed rate all the cotton grown from American seed 
in the Tmnevelly district. The proposItion' is objectionable on many accounts. It would 
place Government in the positIon which should be occupied by the private merchant, and 
would tend to interfere with the applIcation of private capital and enterprise. The Governor 
in Council is of opinion that the great practical question connected With the production of 
cotton in IndIa for the BritIsh malket, VIZ., whether it can be brought into thai market at 
~uch a price as will remunerate the grower and exporter, can only be solved by the mercan
tile community themselves; aqu that any interference on the part of Government, such as 
that advocated by Dr. Wight, would be injurious rather than advantageous. If the rate 
named by the collector be a faIr price, the Government are unable to understand why the 
cotton merchants or their agents who are settled in Ihe district, should hesitate to give it. 

2. The Governor m Council resolves to submit Dr. Wight's letter, With the views above 
recorded, to the HonourablP' Court by the next opportunity. 

(signed) T. P!lCTnjt. 
Fort St. George, 1 June 1852. Secretary to -Government. 

REVENUE LETTER from Madras, dated 8th July 1852. 

(No. 35.} 
IN continuation of our letter in this department dated 5th June last. No. 26. 

we havt' the honour to forward copy of a letter from Dr. Wight, furnishing the 
report required by your Honourable Court in para. 18 of your Revenue Despatch, 
dated 5th September ] 849, No. 12. on the result of the Government cotton. 
experiments in the Madr~ Presidency. 

. We 
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We also submit copies of Minutes recorded by us on this communication, and 
an extract from the Minutes of Consqltation, containing the observations of 
Goyernment upon the subject, and to which we solicit the attention of your 
Honourable Court. 

Enclosure to No. 35 of 1852. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 6th July 1852. 

Read th~ following letter: 

FroJIl Dr. R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Experiments, Coimbatore, to T. PYCT(i', Esq.) 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour herewith to forward the report called for in Mmutes of Con-ullation, 

No. 1011, under date the 22d October 1849. I trust that on perusal the Right Honourable 
the Governor ill Council will feel satil,fled that it could not have been so satisldctorily COIll

pleted at an earl!er date; had it be~n fiDished. but a JIlollth soo~er some mo~t imp~rtant 
pointli', Ihose I'elatmg to the comparative producllveness of the naUve ane exotic species as 
O'rown by natives, and under exactly similar circumstances. Dlust have been left out, or very 
~ncompletely stated, while in tl'uth 1 conSidered their inseltiun a matter of sufficient impol't
ance to ju"tily my waiting some Ioonths to ascertain the result; so also must my refel'ences 
to the recent pro(l'l'ells of the Trichendor'=! arid Madras experiments, tht'.accollntsof both of 
which reached m~ after the report was drafted, and had aiterwards to be incorporated. 

(signed) R. Wight, 
Coimbatore, 12 May 1852. Supellntendent Cotton E¥"perlmeots. 

-
From Dr. R. lVigltt, Superintendent Cotlon Experiments, Coimbatol'e, to T. PYCT,jft, Esq" 

Secretary to Government, FOI t St. George. 
Sir, _ 

1. THE report called for in Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 1011, under date the 
22d October 1849, has been purposely, I may almost say unavoidably delayed, to enable me 
to plesent a succinct view of the very Important changes in the aspect of this experiment 
which the lalit three years ha\'e gradually blOught about, and which are still, but I hope With 
more rapid steps, advancmg. 

2. Previous to that time .. though encouraging ind uce~lents in the shape of high prices and 
certain markets were held out, we could not induce the natives of COlmbatore to engage itl 
the culture of American cotton beyond a very limited extent, and then it was usually done in 
such an unwilling and unsatisfactory manner as almost to insure fadure. Of the reports 
which reached me from other partl:! of the country, many were much to the same effect, 
genel ally unfavourable, almost leading to the belief that the soil'and climate of India were 
really unfavourable to its grOWtll, and that the conviction (on my own mmd) to the contrary, 
which I had so often expressed, was based in error, the offsprmg perhap& of a too sanguine 
disposition, though resting On the fact of our usually realising good average crops, and often 
really heavy ones, under cIrcumstances by no means peculiarly favourable. 

3. 'Vi thin the Jast two years a series of changes have taken place, and are now making 
very perceptible progress, but which can scarcely yet be said to have advanced so fdr as to 
admit of certain conclusions bemg deduced as to the final result, though for the present 
holding out a most encouraging prospect. 

4. 'Vithin t11at brief period many of the ryots of Coimbatore seem to have become so well 
convinced of the much greater advantages they derive from cultivating the exotic than thetr 
indigenous cotton plant, that, unless 1 am greatly mIsinformed. theS planted last season from 
1.500 to 2,000 acres of ground with it, and seem as if they intended to treble the quantity 
this one. 

5. I have besides had numerous requisitions from various quarters for supplies of Eeed, 
and, in answer to my circular addressed to the collectors on the subject of receiving portions 
of the new seed just arrived from home, all except one who have as yet replied have requell'ted 
more or lell's for their respective districts. Lastly. within little more than tbat pellod a novel 
extension has been given to this uperiment, which J)I'cmises to yield most important results; 
I allude to those trials now in progress on the sea coast, the past success of which, though 
conducted undel' considerahle disadvantages, originating in want of agl icultural experience, IS 
such as aloool;t to lead one to anticipate that ele long the salldy soils of the coast will be 
conSidered as holding about the same lelation to the exotic that the so-called" Llack cotton 
soils" of the interior do to the indigenous plant. 

6. In a general report it is necessary that each of these topics should be ad verted to. and in 
sufficient detail to admit of useful conclusions being deduced; ill this necessity originates Ihe 
delay which has takPn place in the prepalation of this Report, and which might. I believe, 
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be still ful,ther delayed with advantage, as frel'h information of a useful character is still 
coming in. 

7. I am unable to account (or the unwilIin~nebs so long evinced by the nati,es of Coim. 
batOle to entt'r upon the cultivation of American cotton, but it seems I)uite certain tbat ;t had 
some connexion with the existence of the fll.l'mll, for 1'0 long allthey were in full operati"n no 
amount of1OducemenL that 1 could hold out seemed to have any effect ill slimulatina them 
to engage in it beyof\d a very hunted eden', whereas now it has passed almost entlr~ly into 
their hands, and IS rapidly extending. 

S, III the season 1849-60 the fa.rms we~e given up, and the growing crops on them madf' 
over to the ryots. Of those who got portIOns some tended them wtth care and obtained 
for the produce unexppctedly large returns; othertt gave themseh'es no trouble, but sttll 
obtai:\ed mare thaQ they expected or would have done from an equal extent of ground 
careflllly cultivated with native cotton. -

9. These successes seem to have h"d the effect we had hitherto endeavoured. in vain to 
produce, that of satIsfying an whn took any intere~t in the matter, that thele was but lIttle if 
any difference in the mode of culture of tbe two plants, and that ctPteris paribus the profits 
accT!ling from the new one ",ere much ~reater than from the old. 

10. The experience of the current season h~ greatly strengthp.ned the$e impressions. 
Two fields (red soil) side by side, both cultivnted by natives, were sown, ':)De with native, the 
other exoti!: cotton. The former has produo:led about 21Ibs., tbe latter 57 Ibe. per acre. 
Again, two fields, each about 22 acres, one blac k the other I'ed soil, were sown, tlle formp.r 
wIth native a.nd the, latter with exotic cotton; the total plodllce of the form('r was 600 Ibs., 
of the latter 1,250; sho\\ing, as they were sown at the same time (November) and as 
regdrds climate and culture were in exactly sitnilar circumstances, that the chances of 
success in unfavourable seasons, and 1 presume p.qually in favourable Olles, are gleater in 
the case of the exotic than the native plant, while the produce obtained is more valuable; in 
a word. showlllg that in India, American is a le~c; precar~ous and much more profitable crop 
than Illdtan cottOn, ' 

U. FOl'the I!eason il8M)-il we h~d many more applications for seed than any previous 
year, and were m consequence enabled to purchase 51 bales of native-grown' Americao 
COlton. That season was not by any means a parliculariy favourable one. This llUCCPSS 

gave such an additiona.11mpulse to tile change of feeltllg in progress tha~ the appltclI.ttonl 
for seed for the ~ason 1851-52 WC1'e on a greatly extended Rcale, and thts lieason already 
we have despatched for transmission to England 90 bales, and 1 expect before the end of 
the Sf'BSOn to obtain a good many more. 

12, "From what I can learn it appears that the growers are particularly well pleased with 
their SUCCf!'S. as strikingly -contrasting with the compalative failure of the crops of native 
cOtlOll, which have this season 'Very genelally fallen considerably below the average, owing 
to the almost total failure of' the north-east ruon'!oon, that belllg the usual sowing season In 

this district. :rhe greatest pa.rt of the New Orleans cottOIl was sown during rainy weather 
in July and August, and being "ell advanced befote the scanty north-e~st, Tat~S set in, 
derived great benefit flom them. Indeed, when so managed, the danger to It hel! 10 exce'li 
rather thall deficiency 0.£ the latter rains, a rare contingency howet'er In this district. 

13. The CUtreRt season (1851-52) has, as rpgards the character of its two monsoons, been 
peculiar, both, but especially the latter. being far belQW the uerage, but notwithstctnd
ing the crops of New Orleans cotton Ilave been, with the exception of one or two fields, 
generally good, while those of the indigenous, as already remal ked, ale light. Under these 
circumstances, I presume all those ryots \0\ ho have succeeded thl~ season will continue to 
cultivate the exotic, If not at on(''6 in preference, at all events comparatively along with the 
indiO'enous sort. ThiS I the more expect, as a spirit of inquiry is abroad among them, and 
they"'knowing well the klOds of SOil best -suited to each. and LeiDg intimately acquainted 
with the qualitiei1 of their land, will/rarely {all frolu an injudicious selectiolJ. 

14. Hitherto I: find they have followed and appt'ove of the plans to "hich we give the. 
preference, that of selecting ltght sandy SOIls which do not take In dry weather, and through 
which both the roots and moisture call eaSIly and deeply penetrate; sowing in rOWIl, not 
broadr.ast,. and ploughtng and otherWise cultivating the ground between the rows. One 
grcdt advantage attt'udant ou this last measure "hich they now began to perretl'e and 
appreciate. is the facilIty it affol'ds of fdllowing whIle the crop is sbll on the ground., by 
repeated ploughingI' eetween the rows as a preparalton fOl' the Dext rotation, fallowing belDg 
a system of cnlti\,ation much in vogue among the ryots, apparently as furnishing Ii cheap 
substitute for manuring. 

15. Much has been said and wrttten on the subject of cultivating American cotton in 
Indta. !\Iany at an eal'iiel' stage of the experttnents for Its introduction havlDg come to 
conclusion that the climate and soil were both so far mimical to the constitution and habit 
of the plant as to render Its naturalization IlIIpossible. 

16. This view, whIch is still maintained by some, is ill my opinion founded, first on imperfcc~ 
observation, and secondly, on the error of comparing dissimilat' things: on imperfect o~ 
servattOII/ in assumtng that the I ndlan plaut was lei'S precariou .. , and generally succeeded 

when 
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when tIle exotic failed. This is so far flom being the case, that I know I am correct in 
stating that when "e had bad crops of American, those of the Indian plant under similar 
Clr('umstances were worse, and I IIOW feel nearly quite certain that bad equal areas over 
the whole country been for the last ten years annually appropriated to each, that the outturn 
from the American would generally If not always have t'xceeded that from the Lldl.lQ plant, 
both in weight and value. In comparing dissimilar thmg'!, that is, io comparing the crops 
of India with those of America, without sufficiently adverting to the difference in the clr
CUl.lIstances under which they are lepectively produced, the simple fact of our having had 
the Americ'an plant in cultivation from the same .. tock of seed for 11 years without apparent 
deterioration In the quality of eith. I' the cotton or seed, proves beyond all doubt that neither 
climate nor soil i'1 immical, as had such been the casE', )the qualities of both must long ere 
thh~ time b"ve suffered. In the course of the<;e 11 years, it flas been cultivated in all kmds 
of SOil, rich and poor, wet and dry, equally III every different climate, temperate and hot, 
humid and dry. Under these varying circumstances the weight of the ClOpS has greatly 
varied, but not the quality of the cottOll and seed, buth of which remain comp:uatlvely 
unaltered. 

17. If, as I believe, the dlminil'-hed "eight ot'the ClOpS realised in India (as compaled 
with those grown in the most feltile distl'lcts I;)f America along the banks ofthe Mjs~isslppi), 
has given rise to the opinion, that the chmate and soil of India are unfavoUJable, tben 
I conceive it rests nn an unsound data, \\ hich could scarcely fail to lead to enOI1f'OIlS con
clusions. FeltilJty or otherwise of a soil depends on causes liable to vary, and often 
widely differs in adjoining fields, and as is well known, is in a perpetual state of change, 
being Illore or less modified by every ClOp grown. In the def'p alluvial deposits aloll'" the 
banks of the Mississippi, the material on which the CottOll plant fe~ds is found ill ~uch 
abundance that s~veral succes!'jve crops are taken off them without any altemation or other 
manure Iban that supplied from the ashes of the old plant, whIch is burned on the ground. 
The soils of India, on the other hand, originally perhap~ less abundantly supplied \Vith this 
mateJial, nnd now greatly exhausted flOm long use, produce less (on the average perhaps 
scarcely exceeding one-fourth), and rarely yield two successive ClOpS off the same field; 
but as If to prove that the deficiency is Simply attflbutable to Impoverished SOlI, we flOm 
time to time find heavy crops produced 011 land newly broken up after lying long untilled, and 
which are I'epeated fol' two or three years succes.,lvely. Genera!ly, h()wever, a crop amounting 
to from 400 to 600 Ibs. llf seed cotton pel' acre may be vIewed as a heavy one, and glve~ 
a .. ery handsome profit to the grower, being nearly -:louble that usually obtained from the 
indigenous plant grown on even the bf"st and most fertile black ~oils. 

18. If, on the other hand, we compare India With those less ferule provmces of' America 
in whh'h the upland GeorgIan cotton i .. grown, the discrepancy is not so great there; from 
400 to 500 Ibs. per acre is considered a good crop, thus placing them nearly on a par with 
the medium sOlfs of India. 'ChIS fact shows, that in cOtllparing tile fertIle Mississippi with 
India, w~ are comparing most dISSImilar things, and goes far to prove that the soils of the 
Georgian pl'ovinces are slIililar to those of IndIa; and as it is now here alleged that they are 
unSUitable for the growth of this plant, I think we are justified In assuming the same for 
those of India, now that we have 'ascel'tamed from extended e.llperience that the produce 
does not detetiorate, and that neatly similar crops are obtainable here in average seasolls. 

19. 'fhe climate of Georgia is, however, I believe, more con~enia), and it cannot be 
deDled, nor would it be right in me to keep the fact out of sight, that the seasons are often 
drier here than there, and that our crops more frequently suffer from drought. This is 110t 
so much owing to insufficiency jp the quantity of rain that falls, as Jrom its all falllDg within 
too short a pellod. OccaSIOnally for months scarcely a shower falls, until the monsoon 
regularly ~ets 111, and then. in place of the total quantity being di .. tributed over two or three 
months, nearl¥ the whole falls m as many weeks, or even day,;:. Thi:'l, m the light sandy soils 
best adapted for the American plant; is unfavol.lrab\p, but as it rarely happens that there is 
not ram enough in the course of tht.. months of August anti Septembel' for sowing', and as 
the plant is one, whell once fairly above ground, capable of sustaining protracted drought, 
I conceive the after loss of crop from that cause wIll be found an event of rare occurrence 
in the usually short interval between sowing and the setting 10 of the monsoon rains, and 
still more rare after the ramlo, as the plant then grows rapIdly and strikes deep root, J>ecuring 
for itlofM a steady supply of mOIsture long after the surface has become dry. ' 

20. If thiS prinCIple (that of taking advanta~e of chance faU~ of rain and sowing ill 
anticipation or' the monsoon) were kept steadily lD vle'V m the cultivation of the American 
cotton plant, it is my belief that It mir.;ht be <;uccessfully cultivated m' any part of the 
Canlatic, and due attentIOn being bestowed on the selection of soil, the losses from f"ilure 
of crop would be rarer than now happens in the case of the mdigenous plant. 

21. In tbe past years those portions of the south-v.est talooks of the Coilllbatore dlstnct, 
usually visited w:th autumnal showers, which were SOWll with American seed in August and 
September. bave yielded very faIr returns, whIle others, cropped with the indigenous plaut, 
the sowing of which was delayed for the monsot)D, have 'ery J!"enerally failed, the rains 
havmg entilely ceased v.ithill a week from their commencement. The rain "hich feU during 
tl1at b1'lef peliod was found sufficient to bling the more advanced plants into bearinO', but 
not enough for ~ose only then sown. 1n a word, I have now no hesitation io stating It as 
my cOllvictlOn that the American may and will become as thorougbly naturalized in Southern 
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India. as thE' native species; that it will be found on the averatre as productive in even the 
black soils, and that in those more suitable to its habits infinitely more so. " " 

22. I wjsll;~ however, distinctly t? ~estri'ct this staiemen~ to these provio('es, with, the 
_ climate of whlcl~ I am. myself acqu.amted, as. I Jearn from various sources that in many parh 
of Bengal the climate IS most unsuitable. bemg much too parched and bot durina' the hot 
and too .cold dUling the co!d se~soll. Here w~ la~our unuer dlsad,oantages, simiJ:r in kind: 
~ut \lIlt 10 degree. Th~ chmate of the Carnatl~ IS too hoto and dry to admit of other thoG 
ml~ated cultivatIOn bemg safely attemp~ed durmg t~e sprmg ~onth8. and sowing during 
the summer ones (May, June, and July) IS too early, lIIasmuch as It would throw the matuling 
or harvesting stage into the monsoon season, when much of the crop would be injured by 
wet weat~er; but our cold season bei:t~ scarcely cold enough materidlly to injure the plant. 
(at least If about two months old), we aloe generally enabled so to adjust our operations as 
to e~sul'e ollr harvest commencing in January, which, with the three foUowin::!:, belD"" the 
dl iest and d~arpst months of the year, are the best suited for a'atherin ... the crop:' wet 
weat~er at that stage being most injurious. , .. I:) , 

23. With respect to the remark above made, to the effect that under judicious manage
ment the American plant will be found nem'lyas productive in the black cotton soils as the 
indigenous one, it is proper to mention that in my own trials I have met with considerable 
discrepancy. In the Coimbatore district, where there is a larger admixture of sand in the 
black soils than I have met with in some other localities, the crops of American cotton' 
obtained from the black soils have equalled or exceeded in wei .. ht those obtained from the 
native plant; but at Sevacausey, in Tinnevelly, the produce du~ina' the current season prQ
misee to be small indeed. The soil there is much more tenacious th~ here j but the present 
does not seem to have been a good year for instituting experiments, it being ~enerally, at 
least in that line of country, an unfavourable one for both kinds. 'Then I passed throu~h 
the end of Eebl1lary, the bulk of the crops of 1lative cotton had scarcely attained above tUX 

or eight inches in height, though in ordinary seasons they should by that time have been two 
feet and rapidly coming into crop. I have not .heard the relative success of the two kinds 
since coming into crop; but learq from :Mr. Cuxton that, so far as the harvest has yet 
advanced, the pickings of New Orleans cotton have scarcely amounted to 201bs. per acre, 
while on another field, having a well, and which had been occasionally watered, the crop 
amounted to 260Ibs.1>er acre. Unfortunately this experiment is not conclusive as to the 
benefit derived from irrigation, for the soil was different, bein~ much less tenacious than the, 
other. The superiority of the crop in the latter case may, therefore, be as much owing to 
the difference of soil as to the watering. When I visited the fields, I found the soil of the 
unirrigated land amply moist, but so stiff that it was difficult to dig it, while- the other was 
comparaqvely friable. So far ,these comparative experiments are unsatisfactory. 

24. In the-Dharwar district I learn, partly from the published reports, plU'tly from private 
letters I have seen" that in average seasons the crops of New Orleans cotton on black 80ils 
amount to ,from 2001bso ~ 2.)olbs. per acre. This corresponds with our Coimbatore expe
rience, and at! it equals, or perhaps rather exceeds, the produce of native cotton, it leadlS tt) 
the supposition that as it becomes better known, it will here, to a great extent, supersede on 
that kind of soil the native plant, as it already does there. ' . 

25. One objection 'stands in the way of this expectation being realised, the difference, 
namely, of their qualities, the one being very softand silky, whilp. the otheria hard and rigid. 
The native spinners, long accustomed to the latter, find it difficult to work with the former j 
hence for their own use it ~s at discount. ,But even' this ,objection in some parts of the dis
trict is giving waY6 practice ovel'coming the djfficulty. 

26. When I :first came to the district, the Bourbon cotton, which is softer than the NeW' 
Orleans, was not used in domestic manufacture, but is now to a great extent. The NeW" 
Orleans will, I have no doubt, in like manner come into domestic use when more lar~eJr 
produced, and the price has found its just level and acquired a market standard, prov,?ed 
the difficulty of separating'it from the sf:led does not stand in the. w~y i 80 far as ~ts cuIbva-. 
tion is concerned aU obstacles seem already removed, and the prejudice as to the lDsalubnty 
of the seed for feeding cattle is already overcome to a very great extent. 

27. All now, therefore, thit is wanted to secure the rapid extension of the cultivatio? of 
his plant is a steady market, and moderate competition among .merchants, to convl!lce 

owers that it is really in demand. 1Vere such competition establIshed, I have ,no. heslta
ti n in affirming my belief that 20,000 acres would be cropped with this plant wlth!n thr~e 
ye s from this time, and that it would rapidly extend from this to the neighbounng dis
tric . The cultivation is as simple, is as well understood, and the cost is ;not greater than 
for t e native plant, while the crops are, in the main, as certain, and. the pr~uce gr.eat~r an.d 
more aluable in the market. Such beinO'the advanlao-es which m the lDland dlstncts 1t 
possesses over the native staple, they will doubtless ere l~ng pro!t; sufficient to ob~ for !t 
as general favour amona' the :lo-ricultural community here as It has already acqUIred In 
Dhar1ur, if exporters will only trt,imulate its production by calling f'orit in preference to its 
inferio~ rival, the Oopum. or native cotton. '. 

28. This desiderated change is likely to be accelerated by such comparisons as. tb.ose 
already adverted to, of the relative out-turn from the two plants when grown under sllDlI~r 
circumstances'" which I believe will very generally be found tq turn in favour of the exotic 
both: as regardS\ weight of produce and market value. > Th 
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29. The only impediment I anticipate' appertains to the greater difficulty of separating 
-the wool from the seed in the case of the latter, which will for some time stand in the way 
'of its coming as freely into domestic use as the Bourbon cotton. As the ca.re now stands, 
growers are under the necessity ot seIling tIleir whole crop with the seed in it in place of the 
clean cotton only. This trebles the cost of carriage, and prevents the grower retaining 
any portion for domestic consumption. 

30. Having thus briefly stated the present condition and future prospects of this experi
ment for the naturalization of a valuable exotic in the interior districts of Southern India, so 
far as 1 have been enabled, from personal observation, to do so, it now remains for me to 
-advert to what is doing on the coast~ which I apprehend will be found a favourable field for 
the cultivation of several of its most useful varieties. Tholle to which I more particularly 
aIlude are the Mexican or New Orleans, the Sea Island, Egyptian, and the Brazilian or 
Pernambuco. The three last are long-stapled cottons, and fetch high prices in the English 
market. 

31. On this branch of the subject my remarks must, [ fear, be less explicit, as 1 have 
.{leen but little of the coast experiment, which is still in its infaucy, and having been hitherto 
under the guidance of gentlemen but little I.lOnversant with agricultural affairs, has to that 
extent laboured under considerable disadvantage. . 

32. It is long since some impetfect trials at Madras, aided by theoretical views, led me to 
the conclusion that the coast climate would be found better suited to its constitution than 
the drier atmosphere of the interior, and I wished to have a farm establish,ed there prac
tically to test the soundness of my views, but difficulties lay in the way not easily sur
mounted, and the experiment on an a«Iequate scale remained untried., 

33. Within the last three years three distinct parties have embarked in the undertaking, 
_and are carrying it on on a large scale with much vigour. The gentlemen to whom I refer 
..are Messrs. David and Arthur Lees and Messrs. T. and N. Longshaw, both from Man
.chester, at Trichendore, and Mr. Kenrick, at Madras, alI of whom merit honourable mention 
in connexion with this eAperiment. ' 

34. The aggregate extent of land now under cultivation by these persons amounts, I 
think, to about 2,500 acres, exclusive of smaller patches held by others, whQm they have 
induced to follow their example. The Madras experiment I han; not myself seen, but the 
"Trichendore ones I haYe, and think that when the conductors have acquired some further 
dlgricultural experience they will turn out well. 

35. Mr. David -Lees 'was the first to engage in It, and in him they found a warm and 
sanguine advocate, but unrortunately an unskiIful agriculturist. Had his knowledge been 
equal to his zeal he would han left us nothing to desire, but such not being the case, his 
success has not equalled his anticipations, while his too highly co~oured statements have led 
-to disappointments on the part of those who placed reliance on them. Fortunately, the 
sums invested by them were not great, and the loss sma.ll, disappointed hOJles" rather than 
.actuall05s, bcing perhaps the heavier grievance. 

36. As nn instance of his sanguine turn of mind. I was told the crop he left on the 
ground (when leaving India) realised only about five in "lace of, I think, 150 bales, which 
he estimated. If in this instance my memory has proyed treacherous, and led to exagge
ration, which however I think is not the case, 1 am enabled to quote another from a letter 

-'Of his published in the Proceedings of the i\fanchester Commercial Association, in which 
he states that the hi~hest rate he had yet obtained "was 112 lbs. of clcan cotton per acre," 
but tha.t he expectea "many times" that amount when" rightly cultivated." To prevent 
misrepresentation, I quote the passage on the margin." 

37. 1 allude to this statem~nt, not in an unfriendly spirit. but because I deem it unfol'"" 
tunate that it should have gone forth from one supposed to be a good authority, and 
addressed to persons reposing implicit reliance on the correctness Qf his facts and soundness 
of his judgment. One hundred and twelve pounds of clean cotton represent about 3801bs. 

oaf secd cotton, in itself a very large crop from such land as he cultivated, but which he 
expects 

* "The extension of the culture has also been gr'!atly hmdered by a mistake on my part. I did not 
~ow deep enough. In my previolls sowinll'9 I had followed the practice of other countries, and other 
partN of India; and the partial succeSR I nad then obtained made me afraid of any deviation, more 

.especially as I had neYer leen tbe eftect of the monsoon rains UpOil the sandy coast lands of Tinnevelly. 
But on reftectinrt7 upon the fllct that \be native cotton seed, which is sown broadcast, is harrowed into 

-the ground to III depths, from one inch to six, I r~solved upon increasing tbe depth of my sowings from 
an inch and a half to three iaches, and accordmgly I did so increase it. Howe,"er, from what I saw of 

,the plants before I left Indin, I bl'came convinced that even my three-inch sowings werl' not by any 
means deep enough; for I noticed -that in those parts of eTery field which WeJ't! aoont a foot below the 
usual level the plauts continuell to grow and flouri$h. whilst in the othl'r parts of the samt' field they 
remained stationary; and I also noticed that the roots of the growing plauts ,yere white aud succulent, 
whilst those of tbe stationary ones were brown and &emi-drled. It was therefore ,evident to me that 
I hnd not sown deep enough; and I have consequently instructed Mr. Arthur Lees to sow still deeper. 

"But though this mistake is now, I trust, rectified. it has l,rerented me from being able to state how
much per acre the New Orleans plant will produce on the sandy coast lands of TiuneTelly; as EVen the 
largest produce obtained during the past year has not beoen more than at the rate of ll~ Il.s. of clean 
cotton to the acre, whereas I am perfectly certain that the plant, when rightly cultivated, will Yield on 
t.bOSE' sandy plains a. yearly l'~ducl! of many times that amount." - • 
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expects can, by a modification in the method of cultivation, that is, by deeper sowin,; 
be increased" many times." ~ 

38. I am unwilling to question the correctness of the fact as here etated but jud"'inrl' 
from what I saw, I think I am justified in affirming, that if the land I e;amined) ft'la~ 
annually an average crop of 3001bs. of seed cotton, equal to 90lbs of clean that it will be 
found the best paying llthd in the country, the assessment and a"'riculturai' charU'es bein'" 
both so light. The best Poonjah land, even when yielding three ;rops in two yea~;; rarely 
1 believe, gives for a terPl of years an annual average return of 15 rupees an acre. ' , 

39. Highly assessed black soils under natiye cotton rarely return per erop abo,"c 
8 rupees the acre, even in favourable seasons. This season being an unfavourable one 
3 l\upees the acre will perhaps be found nearer, but probably ahoye the average. ' 

40. Then, as regards the.mod~fic~tion ~f the cultivation, which is to produce thi$ acce8~ion 
of crop, namely, deep sowmg, It IS a mIstake, founded on an erroneous deduction and in 
practic~ has alreadv be~n foun~ to ~o hll;rm. Cotton. ou~ht not.to be sown deeper than onc 
or ~wo mches. What IS req.U1red IS a lIght loose soil, mto whIch its slendcr tap root can 
easily penetrate, and that bemg secured, the nearer the surface the seecl lics the better. 
Nature sows entirely on the surface, and ordains- that the root shall descend and the stem 
ascend; and loose soil and light covering promote both these end:!, and arc more likely
to increase than diminish the produce; but unless the formcr of these conditions is secured 
a.n~ maintained by. occasional hoeing and pl~ughing betwe.en thc rows the plant doed not 
thrive. The roots, m short, of a. healthy growmg plant reqUire the free access of ttir almost 
lI.s much as the leaves do light, and unless they get it the plant becomcs more or Jess 
sickly. • 

41. The success, however, of Mr. Lees' c!tperiment, though fallin'" far short of hid 
Anticipations, has been such as to establish beyond all doubt that the I!a~dy soils alon", the 
coast, if not the best, are at all events aided by the humid atmosphere, very t!uita.bl~ for 
the cultiva.tion of exotic cottoIl, a fact becomin~ daily more firmly elltablished by the tlue
cess attending the well-conducted efforts of botll the .Messrs. Longshaws and Mr. Kenrick, 
from both of whom I have recently received very favourable accounts of the progress thcy 
are making. , 

42. In addition to a light -4\ssessment, these lands possess, for a. tl'opical climate, the 
further important advantage of being easily cultivated at all seasons, whether wet or dry,' 
as the cost of cultivation is thereby matcrially lessened. The crops too, will, I expect, be 
found much more uniform, as being less liable to injury from occasional protracted 
droughts j for moisture being for the most part near the surface, will ~eneraUy be within 
reach of the roots, which have a tendency to penetrate to a great depth In search of it. 

43. Giving due weight to these favourable circumstances, I anticipate that crops avcraging 
from 200 tQ 250 or e\'en 300 lbs. the acre, will generally be realised, at which rates, if the 
tyots can ohly be induced heartily to enga~e in the cultivation of these cottons, the shores 
alone of the Carnatic will, in the course of a 'few years, be ahle to produce many thousands 
of bales, and having the a.dvantage of cheap trausit to the ~ort of cXl)ort at prices which 
will.lJ.t all times enable the Indian to compete with the AmerIcan grower. 

44. The method of cultivation is most simple. The, ground should be pIouo-hed ana 
kept in teadiness to receive the seed at a day's notice; a single heavy shower ;m then fit 
it for its reception. Any such fallin'" betwccn the middle of August and beginning 01 
October should be taken advantage of to get the seed sown. If this is done the plant wiJI 
be sufficiently advanced to derive the fullest benefit {rom the monsoon rains, and sllOuld 
come into crop in the course of January, from which time, in ordinary seasons, it will yield 
a constant harvest for three or four months, and 'if refrcshed by a shower or two in April 
or May, will yield Q secoud crop in autumn. ' \ 

45. In'about a fortnight ot three weeks after "'errnination the ground should be hoedp 

cleaned, Ilond freely loosened round the roots, and all superfluous plants thinned out. In 
about anothet fortnight ?r t~ree weeks it mar be either plou,ghed ~etwecn t~e. rows or a~a~n 
hoed. If plouo-hed, WhICh -IS always benefiCIal, by so well looscmng and alflng the SOlI. It 
should subsequ~ntly ~et when the fil'st Howers begin to open, a second hoeing, espe.cia.lly 
if weedy and foul. From that time little more is required as the plants are then sufficlcntly 
advanced to keep down the weeds~ and beyond their untidy appearance, receive little injury 
from them. 

46. After the autumn crop i:l picked the .,.round should be deeply plouglled between the 
rows and well exposed to the a.ir before the "'monsoon rains set in, and when done, if they 
have been abundant, may be again ploughed and afterwards hoed and cleared of such wceds 
as the rains may have brougllt up. The l)I:m1$ will then shoot afresh and bear nnotht'r 
year. 

407. In the interior the second crop is seldom go?d, scarcely worth the cost; on ~he eoas!, 
so far as yet known, the ca~e seems to be otherWISe, as the second, and even third year.
plants appeared better than the first, which, however, I thought partly owing to injudicioWi 
cultivation during the first year. Experience is wanted on this point. 

48. In pickinO' the crop bare should be taken not tD mix injured or discoloured locks. a.s 
'" • their-
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their admixture greatly deteriorates the good cotton. Equal care should be taken not to 
mix any withered leaves, aa they cannot be afterwards removed, and are most injurious, 
greatly deterioratin(J' the value of even the best cotton, as unfitting it for the manufacture 
of the nner fabrics. ." 

49. Subjoined is a list of those parties to whom I have snpplied seed during the past two 
years, and those wh? have applied for the seed recently arrived from home. 

(signed) Boht 1fight, 
Coimbatore, 1211ay 1852. Superintendent Cotton Experiments. 

LIST or Parties snpplied with COTTON SEED. 

------------------------------------ ------- I 
MEDCAlf. ! BOUBBOJIT. 

--------------------"--------------------~-- -

Messrs. Ballald & Brice's Agent 

Capt. Onslow, Supt. Nuggur Division 

IL D. Kingsford, Esq., Vipar -

Sub-collector of Salem 

Lient. Chauncey. Sutteamunga1.um -

J. C. Grant, ;Esq'j Manantoddy 

Collector of Rajahmundry 

W. Robinson, Esq., Head Assistant Collector, Paulghat 

David Lee~, Esq., Trichendore 

Captain R. L. Rielly, Madras -

Faure De Fondclair, Esq., Dindigul 

lIr. Cuxton, Sevacausey -

Mr. Campbell, Tutaoorin -

Captain Robertson, Tutacorin -

Commissioner of Mooltan 

Rev. Mr. Johnson, Aleppee 

R. D. Parker, Esq., Collector or lIadura -
• 

Mr. Lushington, Agent to the Governor, Kurnool 

Ceylon Government 

Bengal Government 

lIr. Kenrick ... :Madras 

Mr. N. Morrison, Pa.hnanair -
.-

Lb •• 
3,000 

2,825 

656 

75 
17.5 

50 

3,000 

3,000 

3.000 

400 

1.000 

1,000 

600 

150 

-! 3,500 

900 

900 

900 

1,500 

200 

1,500 

LIST of Parties who have applied for the COTTON SEED just arrived from Home: 
W. Robinson, E~ .• Head Assistant Collector of Malabar. 
H. V. Conolly, Esq., Collector of Malabar. 
)V. Goodwyn, Esq., Collector of TanjOl:e. 
D. Parker, Esq., Collector of Madura. 
E. Maltby, Esq., Collector of South Aroot. 
F. N. Maltby, Esq., Collector of Canara. 
C. Peny, Esq., Collector of Bellary. 
Eo B. Thomas, Esq'J Collector of Coimbatore. 
Captain Cunningham, Secretary to the Commissioner of Mysore. 
H. D. Phillips, Esq., Collector of Salem. 
Lieut.-general Cullen, Resident of Travancore. 
Shungra Warrier, Dewan of Coohin. 
C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly. 
D. White, Esq., Coll~tor of Nellore. 

Lb •• 

672 

300 

100 

(signed) Robert Wight, 
Su~tendent Cotton Experiments. 

II. 
Madras. 



It: 
MadraS. 

3 and 4 paras. 
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1 pala. 

14 para. 

Paras. 15 to 2G. 
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MINUTE by the Right Honoufj\ble the President. 

DR. 'Vight's Report on the Government Cotton Experiments, dated 12th May 18.j2. 

I HAV,E given my best attention to the above report, and when I can to mind that it is 
the rellult of e~periments embracing t~e long period o( 1.1 years, and involving a very lar~e' 
outlay of public mouey, I am constrmned to pronounce It to be a most meagre and uDl!at.s
factory document, from which, in my estimation, neither conclush'e information 88 to the 
past, nor instructive practical hint'! for the future, can possibly be obtained. 

It will be observed, that Dr. 'Wight commences this report bv admittin rr that ul? to the 
t,me he was called on to make it, nothing whatever had been done towalds induclD'" tho 
rjO!S to undertake the c~tivation of American cotto~, although he had been ann"'ually 
statmg, as I understand hIm, to tho contrary, and declarmg that tho success attendin ... the 
(l-overnment experimental'farms had had all the effect by example that was desired.'" lie 
goes on to state that a series of changes have taken place within the last two years which 
have led to the cultivators planting, "unless he is greatly misinformed," from 1 ,500 t~ 2 000 
acres last season, and "seem as if they intended to triple the quantity this one." ' 

I confess I see no proofs whatever in this report of the correctness of these assertions 
and expectations, and witil respect to "a novel extension which has been given to this· 
experiment, which promises to yield most important results," it is to be observed, that it 
was, and I believe is being, solely carried on by private indil'iduals with whom Dr. Wi",ht 
has no connexion whatever. Ct 

Dr. Wight Bays he is. unable -to account for the unwil1in~ness so long evinc'ed by the 
natives of Coimbatore to enter upon the cultivation of American cotton, but that it is quite 
certain it had some connexion with the existence of the Government farms. for so Jon'" Il.t 
they were in full operation. no amount of inducement that he could hold out seemed to 
have any effect, &c. I have already in former minutes dwelt on, and 1 may almost say 
demonstrated, the..evils arising from the expensive and useless experimental farms, amI J am.. 
here obliged, to remark, that had Dr. 'Vight considered the pubbc interesta as much as he 
would appear to have done his private ends, he might hnye discovered years ago the injury 
of which he 'was the chief supporter. 

It is itppossible that I can devote time to point out the numerous unsuPEorted state
ments and the contradictory observations which pervade this report. Dr. Wi",ht exactly 
seems to me to speak and write as though he had just entered on his duties,"'insterul or 
having d(lne so 10 years ago. He tells us, that "a spirit of inquiry is abroad," and that 
the ryots who have "hitherto" followed the plans to which we give the preference as tt) 
the selection of soil, It now begin to perceive and appreci~te" ita advantages, &c. 

There is nothing in the long disquisition in which Dr. 'Vight has indulged, as to tho· 
cultivation and qualities of American cotton, that occurs to me as worthy of comment, 
because it tends to no practical end. It is true he declares, th!,t he "knows lIe is correct" 
in his opinions, and that he feels H nearly quite certain that the produce from the American 
cotton plant would have exceeded that irom the Indian durin~ a lapse of years." He may 
be t< correct" and "certain," but assuredly taere is no prool of these asserted £1ct8 to be 
found, in the arguments he has brought forward; and in my judgment the first step towards
the reali~ation of the anticipations set forth as to the extension of the American cotton 111ant 
must be the entire abolition and withdrawal of the Government agency in any shape, and' 
those who require cotton being left to depute their own agents to make th.eir own bargaiolJ 
with the cultivators on the spot. 

I have felt it to be my duty to record these brief remarks on Dr. 'Vight's report, to.. 
show the Honourable Court that I do not at all subscribe to its purport. There are many 
many other points in it regarding which I could have enlarged, but I believe it to be unne· 
cessary to do so. I would, in conclusion, ask attention to the 43d para., which I esteem 
to be mere baseless theory. The fault of the whole report ie, that there is nothing practical 
in it, from which any man anxious to learn, who had to set about cultivating cotton, whether-
exotic or indigenous, -could do so. . 

(signed) Ile1lry Pottinger. 
28 June 1852. 

MINUTE by the Honourable 1\li. Tlwmas. 

I"AGREE entirely in th~e sentiments, and beg to refer to !Dy fOfl!ler minute, 19th 1\Ia,.
last, upon this subject. \Dr. Wight appears i<? me to estabh~h the I~portant .fact. that A 
Government agency PrQhibits private enterprise,· and that Its continuance 18 therefore
injurious to the interest alike of the consumers and the I?roduce~s j and furt?er, t11:'t all 
that is really required is a purchaser on the spot, ready to glYe a falr remunerating prlC8 to 
the ryots for the article he wants. Para. 27. 

(signed) J. F. Th()T1lQI. 
30 June 1852. 

. * Para. i. toSo long as the Government farms were in operatioll no amount of inducement that I 
could hold out seemed to have any eifect," &c. 
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Para. 1. THE Right honourable the Govemcrr in Council RSGIves to forwa.rd the above 
l'eport, together with the minutes which have 'been recorded upon i~ to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors by the next mail . 

2. 'The Governor in CODncil thinks it unnecessary to follow Dr. Wight through the 
various topics discussed in the report. He would only bespeak the serious attention of the 
'Honourable Court to the admissions made by the superintendent of cottou farms in paras. 7 
and 27 of his letter. First (para. 7), that" so long as the cotton fanna were in full opera
tion, no amount of inducement which could be held out had any effect in stimulating the 
natives to engage in the .cultivation of American-eotton;" and, secoudly(para.. 27), "that 
.all ,that is now wanti:d to secure. the rapid extension of the cultivation of -the plant' is a 
steady market, and moderate competition among merchants, to convince the growers that 
It is really in demand." It will thus be seen that the effect or the government aO'ency has 
been rather to retard tlian to advance the cause which it wa.s intended to pramote~ and that 
ita further continuance is confessedly 'Unnecessary. All, it is allowed, that is now .required, 
is a purchaser upon the spot, ready to give a fair remunerating price to the tyot for his 
cotton; and, ill the opinion of the Governor in Council, this o~ect can only be attained 
by affording full scope 'to private enterprise, and abstaining from aU intervention upon 
the, part of Government, which can but prove injurious both to the' producer and the 
merchant. 

Fort St. George, 
6 July 1852. 

I 

(signed) T. PiJeroft, 
Secretary to Government. 

REVE~UE LETTER from Madras, dated 7 August ] 8;;2, No. 39. 

WITH reference to Qur "letter in this department, dated.8 July last, No. 35, 
'we have the honour' to forward to' you the accompanying ('.opy of a further 
letter from Dr. Wight, Superintendent of cottbn 'experiments, bearing date the 
15th ultimo, together with the minutes which we have recorded thereon, and 

.copy of the memo. xeferred to in the Minute of our President. 

EXTn'ACT'Fort'St. George Revenue mary ConsUltation,.of 10 August 1852. 

Received'the following L.etter> from. Dt. R. 11 ight; Superillteilcilent CotOOD' Experiment, 
Coimbatore, to T. Jlyf!tojt~ Esq., Secretary to Governmen't/ Fort.st. GeCM'ge. 

Sir" 
I IU.VE the honour to .acknowledge the, r~reipt of Extract of Minutes of Consultation, 

.No. 661, under date ,6th .July, 18S2, which seems to ,require some .explanation, as I· cannot 
help thinking an erroneous iIi£er~llCe has been ~educed from the two passages q\loted from 
the report to w'hich it refers., . 

Considerable stress is laid on the sta.tement in.my report, fa the effect, that no amount of 
..encouragement which ,could;be held-.out had the effect of inducing the rypts to engage in 
the cultivation of American cotton. so long as the farms were in fUll operation. This fact 
is, perhaps, a little too strongly stated, as we were, each successive year, enabled to 
purchase a few hales of native-grown American cotton, but in the main' it is correct. 

While I felt called upon to.state the fact simplY'as it stands, I did n&t deem myself at 
liberty to assign the clrllse for their' so holding back, in a report which the HMourable 

·Court might think it desirable to publish, fearing that by doing so I'might give persons so 
· disposed a handle for drawing conclusions disadvantageous and most unjust tQwards the 
Indian Government. But noW', viewing the statement in the light thrown 'upon it in the 
minute, I deem explanation necessary, to guard the Government aud Honourable Court 

· against attributing it 'to other 'than the true cause; namely, a beuefon the part t>fthe ryots 
that all the trouble and expense 'Was being incurred, not for their benefit, but with a view 
to raising their rents so ~oon as it was ascertained that the new 'cotton .could be successfully 

"cultivated by them. This statement was 'Dot made in so many'words. as here set down, but it 
was made in terms quite clear enough not to he misunderstood, thus plainly implying that they 
were dilitrustful 'of 'the uptightness and honour of our inteutions tDwards them. So far ail 

I am awnre, they neyer have had ground for entertaiDing such suspicion, but still the 
· correctness of our translation of their language is oon:linned by the fact of their syste

matically holding back, until they saw what they considered good reason for believing their 
suspicions groundless and unjust. Since then they have engaged in the work with energy 

_ and ~ntelligence, and it is my belief have succeeded beyond their own expectations. 
Previous to that time it 'could lJlot be foreseen 'Wha.t turn the business would take, and 

neither, I believe, would it have taken the turn it has done .had we 'not been on the spot to 
_ purchase their produce at liberal prices, and enc»urage them to go on by reiterated 
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assurances that the Government had no thought of deriving other than indirect advantaO'e 
from their labours. But for the fortunate circumstance of our being here, it is my firm bel~f 
that the cultivation of New Orleans cotton would have nearly ceased in the district with 
the crop o( 1849, in place of which I have already this season distributed 400 maunds of 
seed, and may perhaps have applications for half as much more; thouO'h that is doubtful 
as, u~der the circu!Dstances I am about to state, the extension of cultiV:tion of this cotto~ 
seems ~o have recelved a check, though not, I hope, of much importance. 

The inference ueuuced from the two clauses of my report quoted in the minute as 
deserving the serious attention of the Honourable Court, is, it appears to me, only partially 
correct. About six or seven months ago I came to nearly the same conclusion, and have 
acted on it; but had I done so sooner the Right honourable the Governor in Council would 
have had g:ood cause for blaming me for actin~ prematurely, and without due consideration 
'ofhl! the Ctrcumstances of the case, thereby gIVIng the natives grounds for questioning our
problty. 

AQout seven or ei~ht years ago an agreement was entered into between the Government 
and the ryots, according to which the former, to encourage the cultivation of American 
cotton, agreed to purchase, at a fixed rate, all the latter offered for sale, the rate Il"'recd 
upon being 20 rupees the candy for what is called" first Bort," viz., clean, well picked 
cotton. This agreement had never been cancelled. This rate (20 rupees pel' candy), 80'lon'" 
as the En~lish market ruled above 5! d. per pound,'" was advantageous to both parties~ 
but when It fell below 4 i d. the merchant sustained a lOBS. 'When Mr. Campbell {lur..:haseu 
the gin-house high prices ruled in Liverpool, and he entered on the business retajning our 
terms. Within a .few months after he came into possession, and before the season for 
purchasing ,cotton had arrived, the English prices had declined so much that had he lived, 
he must have been a loser by his bargain. ' 

The only other merchant here being under no such engagement offered what he con
sidered a fair price, from 16 to 17 rupees the candy. To this the growers objected, and 
came to me urging that I had given them the seed, which they undertook to cultivate under 
the assurance that they were to receive from 19 to 20 rupees the candy for their first sort 
cotton, but that now they were offered only from 16 to 17, which of course they must 
either ~ccept or have their cotton cast on their hands, unless I continued for another year 
Our long-standing' agreement, which had never been cancelled; intimating, at the same 
time, that unless I did SO, it was the last crop of American cotton they would grow. 

Afte~' impartially weighing all the circumstances, I could not but admit that they boo 
justice on their side; and further, duly considering that shoulU any act of mine have a ten
dency to excite the impression that the Government was disposed to leave them to their 
fate during a season of distress and difficulty, I might in a single hour have not merely 
undone all that years of labour and anxious study to gain their confidenoe had accomplished; 
1 migh~ have revived and strengthened their early and unjust suspicions, and given rise to 
all the evil consequence!! of connrmed distrust. Had I so acted, so grave an error of judg
ment might well have entitl~d me to the severest reprehension of Government and the 
Honourable Court. Under these circumstances, I had no alternative but to resume my 
duty as the Government agent, to purchase cotton as before, and, fortunately, lfinutes of 
Consultation, No. 702, 'under date the 14th July 1851, para. 5, not merely authorised, hut 
ordered me to do so. But in ~oing so I availed myself of the opportunity it afforded of can
celling the Ion "'-standing agreement, by intimating to every seller that ~e Government 
had now ful:filled all its enga"'ements with him, and that for the future, if he cultivated New 
Orleans cotton, he must tak~his chance of the market the same as with his oopum (native 
cotton), for that I would not again purchase cotton except under the renewed orders of 
Government. 

Actincr on these views, I believe, succeeded in retaining the full confidence of the parties 
principally interested, all of whom, So far as I have heard, ~mit that the! J:i!lve got ~air 
warning! and u.nue~stand that for the future they act on thetr own res'pon.slbillty and risk 
in o'rowmO' this kmd of cotton; and under the knowledge that a nsk lD the matter of 
finding p~chasers exists, there ~as been f~w:er applications for se~d this year tha~ last. 
This is shown and accounted for lD the subJolDed letter or Mr. RoblDson, Head Asslsta!lt 
Collector of Malabar, which or itself proves that even now we are somewhat premature In 

withdrawing the support of Goverrime~t from those m.ore adventuro.us men who ~e now 
showin", the way. But at the same tlDle I do not think, now that It has severeu Its con
nexion cwith them, that it ought again tothrenew ~t, if that cd an possibly be avoided without 
inflicting a severe mjury or injusti~e ,9n e partIes concerne . 

(signed) Robert Wight, 
Coimbatore, 15 July 1852. Superintendent Cotton Experiment. 

* At 5 i d. per pound, the merchant will realise a profit of about 11 per ee!lt,; a~d at 41~. rl~n e~' 
]OS8 of three per cent. At 16 rupees the candy and 41 d. per p0.und he, Will realIse a pro to. ~ p 
rent. . 
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From W. Robinson, Esq., Head Assistant Collecto:r of Malabar, to R. Wi9ht, Esq., 
Superintendent of Farms, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 

TT. 
Madras. 

IN acknowled~ing your letter, dated- instant, and enclosure, I have the JU T h d d nd 
honour to refuna the advance I received to enable me to pay for cotton sent , ft· 240• 4· d'*: rUannnrase ~ 
t 

.0 y rupees an .ou . o lOu. 
have spent unavoidably Rs.9. 12. as per margin,- on the distribution of seed, and the 

itinerant collector of the cotton, which I trust you will sanction. 
The last season was a very unfortunate one here, and the crop failed so much as to disap

point the growers; and the proclamation of your inability to receive cotton again next year 
has had the effect of greatly discouraging our ryots. Till now, yours has been our only 
market for the article American cotton. 

I have. however, done what I can to restore confidence (the production has not yet taken 
full root in these parts), and hope that cotton will still be grown; but I should like much 
to hear from you as to a market. To what market are your Coimbatore ryots looking? In 
.the meantime, I will keep such as I am acquainted willi, informed of the state of the crop. 

'(signed) W. Robinson, 
Malabar, Head Assistant Collector's Office, Hd. Asst. Collr. 

Paulghat, 1 July 1852. 

(No. 14.) , 
MEMORA.NDUM from the Secretary to Government. 

ONE of the first ,Propositions made by Dr. 'Wight t on taking charge of the-Government 
-experimental farm m 1842, was to hold out inducement for extendin~ the cultivation of the 
native cotton on the American system, b~ the purehase from the cultivators, at a fair market 
rate, of a portion of their crop.t The Honourable Conrt of Directors saw no objection to 
the arrangement, if limited in' its operation to the fair carrying out of the experiments, 
'beyond which object, they observed, it should not be permitted to extend. 

Again, in his letter of 13th November 1844, Dr. Wight solicited authority to purchase at 
a fixed ~ pri~e American (seed) cotton grown by the natives, from seed distributed by 
Government, and urged the plan as the only thing wanting to establish the general cultiva.
tion of American cotton among the natives. The Government II drew the attention of the 
Honourable Court to the proposition. In reply' the Honoura.ble Court expressed them
selves favourable to the scheme, and authorised its adoption for a period of three years, the 
purchasers being limited in amount, so as to be divested of the character of commercial 
speculation. . , 

Again, on the 26th November of the same year 1845, the Honourable Court, referring to 
the results of the cotton sent from India, and to the opinions given by parties in England of 
its quality and value, considered it ,~ very desirable that a conclusive result should be arrived 
.at respecting East India. saw-ginned cotton by the importation of five or six thoU!8.nd bales 
of it at one time." and on this subject referred this Government" to paras. 9 and 10 of their 
despatch, dated 8th Oci9ber (No. 20) 1845." 

In their letter of the 4th July 1848 (No. 11)," the Honourable Court, while declining on 
special grounds to accede to Dr. 'Vight's proposal for a remission of 50 per cent. of the assess
ment of all lands cultivated with American cotton, observed that there was already suffi
-cient inducement for extending the cultivation of this -cotton by the permission given to Dr. 
'Vight to purchase the produce from the ryots on account of Government at remunerating 
prices, and they desired at the time that these purchases should not be discontinued. 

In their letter of the 5th September 1849, No. 12, the Honourable Court advert to the 
above despatch, and observe that the order of this Government" to desist from making any 
further purchases of cotton on behalf of Government" was not warranted by the instructions 
previously communicated. 

In the letter from this Government, dated 23d September 1851, No. 55, para. 9. the 
instructions of the Honourable Court were solicited as to the expediency of continuing 
these purchases, now that the farm had been sold to Mr. D. Campbell, and there were 
experiments being prosecuted by othf'r parties. 

29 July 1852. 

• Cost of distributing seed - - - - - -
Batta to a peon for 2 maunds. at 21 rupees per maund -

Cash recl'ived 

Balance now refunded -

t From Dr. Wight, 14th March 1842, para. 6. 
: Revenue De~pRtch, 29th July 1842, paras. 8 and 9. 
~ An average price of 20 rupees the candy. 
II Extract Minutes Cons., 27th January 1845, p. 3. 
~ Revenue Despatch, 8th October 1845, No. 20, p. 9,10. 

-It * Revenue Despatcb, 4th July 1848, No. n, p. 3. 
296 -Sess. 2. K K 2 

(signed) T. P!lcrofi, 
Secy. to Govt. 

Rs. a. p. 
4 12 -
;j - -
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250 - -

- R,. 240 4, -

Para. J 9, et seq. 

Rev. De.~. 26th 
Nov. 1845, No. lot-

Para. 13. 
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II. 

Madras. 
-, tNo, 15.) 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the President. 

No. 17. 

~hipment of cotton 
eed, per "Bra
i1ian." 

(Letter-from Dr. Wi!lht, No. 787, dated the 15th of July 1852.) 

I ~A. VE read and considered the above letter with much attention. 'but I am compelled 
to i1ay that I can perceive nothing tangible or practical in it, or any thing that requires 
refutation. ' 

Dr. Wight seems to me to modify his arguments and shift his position purely to meet his 
own assertions, and to strive to show that his presence hilS been the sole cause that bas 
hi\herto prevented the cultivation of American cotton from falling into total disuse; whereas 
th~ conchision that I arrived at very early, and which eveQ' 6ucceedin_g stage of the 
discussion has tended to strengthen~ is that his interference on behalf of Government bas 
done great hairn, by keeping private speclJ,latora out of the field,. and causing, as it were, 
the ryots to cultivate under nctitious and uWJ,uthorised assurances. 

The memorandum drawn up by the ~ecretary to Government, which is in circulation 
with Dr. Wight's letter, demonstrates that the chief assumption in that letter i!l erroneous; 
I mean with regard to the terms to be offered to the growers of American cotton; and I am 
not at all prepared to accept his explanation as to the distrust of the fYOts, which kept 
them from exerting themselves for a series of yea1:'s. It is almost superflous to observe, 
that, even admi.tting the correctness of this explanation, but which I do not by any means, 
it i~ an additional proof of the mischief caused ,by the agency of which Dr. Wight has all 
along been.the strenuous,.and I believe I may eay,sole supponer. 

Copies of Dr. Wight's letter, of this minute, and of the memo.. from Mr. Secretary 
Pycroft. should be sent to the Honourable .Court" bv the next opportunity. 

30 July 1852. (signed) Henry Potti~er. 

(No.. 16.) 
MINtJTE by ,the Honourable lIr. T/ttJmal. 

I AGREE entirely in these views, a.nd wholly distrust the 1IUpposed' eause assigned by 
Dr. Wight for the ba.ckwardnesll to cultivate American cotton. I believe it to be imaginary, 
and that the true cause is, the want of a. certain or remunerative market, combined with the 
evils of .11. Government .Ag~ey. 

2 .A.u~usi 1852. .(signed) J. F. Tlurmal. 

:(No.774.) 

ORPEltED" tb!\t a copy of $e .(Ol'egoing papers be forwarded ,to the Honourable the 
Court of DirectorS: .hy ,~be .nrst opportunity ~ 

Fort St. George, 
6 August 1852. 

(signed) T. Pycrojt, 
Secy. to Govt. 

Revenue Dep3.l'tment, 7 January (No. 1) 18.~2. 

Our Governor ih Council at Fort St. George. 

WE transmit herewith a bill of lading for 784 bags of New Orleans cotton 
seed, consigned to you on the ship." Brazilian," from Liverpool. This seed is
represented to be of sliperior quality, and we desire that you will dispose of jt 
in such manner as you may deem most advantageous, either by selling it at 
a"l)loderate price to such 'parties a;::; may be willing to purcpase it, or, if that 
cannot. be t'f;fected, by d!stri~utiDg ~t gratu~tously to ryots who will undertake 
to cutlivate It. 

London, 
7 January 1852. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. Shepherd, 

J. W.·Hogg. 
&c. &c. '&c. 
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EXTRACT Revenue GE'neral Letter from Madras, dated 26 October 1852 
(No. 58.) 

II. 
)tadr .... 

Para. U. W B furnished a copy of this despatch" t() Dr. Wight, superin
tendent of cotton experiments, and Tequested him, in communi~ 
cation wit11the Collectors of the cotton·growing distriots,. to E::~ :~:~ ~~~ ::~:, ~o,. !.Ig, 30. 
arrange for the disposal of the large supply of "New Orleans ' . os. 4

2
,43-

cotton seed," consigned to this Government on the "Brazilian" in the manner 
desired by your Honourable Court, reporting in dne course what he might 
havE' done in pursuance of those orders. His reply and our orders thereon 
accompany. 

12. We also informed the Board of Revenue of the abovi' suWly of cotton 
seed, and of our instructions for its disposal. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Rev~ue Cons. of 25 May 1852 

READ the following letter: 

• From Dr. R. Wi9At, Superintendent Cotton Experiments, Coimbatore, to T. Pycrojt, Esq , 
SecretarJ to Govemment~ Fort St. George. 

Sir~ 
'VITII reference to Minutes of Consultation, No. 232. under date 9th March 1852, I 

have the honour to statQ that I addressed to each Collector and several other parties & 

circular. accompanied by a copy of the above minute. S~teeI\ 01' those addreS$ed have 
rerlied, all, with one exception. applying for seed; some for more. some less., but evidently 
al for experiment, and, apparently, to be instituted at the risk of the parties applying. 

Under these eircuDJStances, I feel somewhat at a. loss how to act on the subject of 
charging for the seed. My own impression is that it ehould be distributed, Dot sold, as 
many may thereby be induced to engage in the cultivation who might not otherwise feel 
disposed to do so, and who, ha.ving once commenced cultivating, may be induced to g<> on, 
much to the public advantage. As, however, this is a point on which I have no authority 
to act. I beg leave to solicit the instructions of Government. 

, (signed) Ro'ht. Wight, 
Superintendent Cotton Experiments. Coimbatore, 

6 May 1852. 

(No. 468.) 

THE Ri~ht Honourable the Governor in Council resolves to refer Dr. Wight to the 
despatch ot the Honourable Cou1."t of Directors, communicated to- him on the 9th March 
last, and will leave it to his discretion to sell the cotton seed or distribute it gratuitously, 
a.ccording to the cirownstance~ o£ the several applications made to him. 

. (signed) T. PycroJt~ 
Fort St. George, Se.cretary to GOvenunent. 

25 May 1852. 

Revenue Department, ;0 July (No.3) 18S3. 

Our GovernQr in Council at Fort St. Geo~ge. 

NO.lg. 

No. 30. 

1. WE entirely approve1' your having declined to entertain the proposal of Cotton. 
Dr. Wight that all the cotton grown by the Tyots in Ti,nnevelly, from American 
~t'ed, should be purchased at a fixed rate by the Government. There are now, 
it appears, individuals connected with Manchester settled. in the district, and if 
the price at which the ryots can afford to sell the cotton is greater than it. $uit.~ 
the purpose of those parties to give, it is hopeless to attempt to fOl'c~ the 

, cultivation by factitious encouragement on the part of GovernUlent. 
2. The 

• From the HOD. Court, dated 7 Jannary 1852, No. I. 
t Letter, dated 5 June (No. 26) 1852; letter, dated-S July (No. 'S5f1SS2; letter, dated 7 August 

(No. 39) 1852. , . _ . 
2gO-Sess. 2. t 3 
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2. The statement of Dr. Wight, that since the relinqu.ishment of the Govern
ment farms in Coimbatore, the ryots have taken to the culture of American 
cotton on their own account, to an extent considerably greater than during 
their existence, would seem to imply that the time had arrived when the inter
ft;rence of Government cpuld properly be withdrawn. AU that is now wanted, 
you observe, is a purchm:er on the spot ready to give a fair remuneratino- price 
to the ryot for his cotton, and in your opinion, this object can only be attained 
by affording full scope to \ private entel'prise, and by abstaining from all inter
vention on the part of Government. 

\3. In our despatcn or the 4th July (No. 11) 1848, we directed that the 
purchases of American cotton on the part of Government should not at 
that time, lle discontin~ed; observing, however, "We are satisfied that' no 
satisfactory and permanent extension of the cultivation of American cotton will 
be attained, until the persons most interested in its production shall take the 
matter into ~heir own hands, by locating in the distz:icts competent agents 
empowered JO purchase from t4e cultivators such cotton as may be produced of 
a description suited to the wants or the manufacturers in this country." 

4. We are of opinion that a sufficient period has elapsed since the date of 
these instructions for the course of proceeding indicated in them to he adopted. 
and that, jf the inducements to engage in the purchase of Indian grown 
American cotton for use in this country are still insufficient, a further perse
veran~e in our efforts to force the cultivation by means apart from the ordinary 
operations of commerce, can lead to no beneficial result. We 'accordingly 
think that we may properly withdraw from the market as purchasers of 
American cotton, and we hereby convey to you our authority for gradually 
relinquishing all 9irect interference in the culture of cotton of that description, 
in the hope toat ,it 'has now rea~hed a point where it may be safely left to 
private enterprise. 

We are, &c. 
London, 20 July 1853. ' (signed) R. Ellice. 

J. Oliphant. 

, EXTRACT REVENUE LETTER from Madras, dated 1 November 1853, No. 76. 

3. Your honQurable Court will observe, from our resolutions of the 9th April 
and 29th June last, that on Dr. Wight's departure from the country we desired 
that no fresh purchases of cotton should be made. and arranged for the 
experiments being brought to a close In both districb. Orders were issued for 
the disposal of the small quantity of cotton and cotton seed, and Dr. Wight's 
office furniture, remaining in Coimbatore, and the services of the only writer of 
Dr. Wight's establishment who had been retained, have been since dispensed 
with. In Tinnevelly the Collector was instructed to dispose of the cotton 
seed on hand; to clean and ship for England the cotton which he had still in 
store, and to close the farming operations by the end of the past Fusly 1262 
(1852-53). He was also desired to dispose to the best advaBtage, of t~e stores 
and implements belonging to the farm, those of ordinary description bemg. sold 
off immediately for what tliev would realise, and the more expensive machmery 
offered by advertisement 'in "the official" Gazette," at what might appear fair 
prices in reference to their original cost and present condition. 

4. The Collector of Tinnevelly having just reported that all the Gove~nment 
cotton that remained in his district has been sent to England (the last shlpment 
being that by the" Kohinoor" of which you were advised, under date 7th 
September 1853), and that there are no further consignments to be made, 
the operations connected with the experimental cultivation of cottonf at the
Government expense in this Presidency, may be regarded as finally closed. 

EX1KACT 
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EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary ~ Consultation of 15th April 1853. 

'RECEIVED the following letter: 

From'Dr. R. Wight. Superintendent Cotton Experiments, Coimbatore, to T. Pycrojt, Es<.l" 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
SUBJOINED I have the honour to transmit copy of a letter, received two or three days 

ago, from Mr. Edgeworth, Commissioner of Moolta.n, requesting to be supplied annually 
with a quantity of cotton seed for distribution in that di~trict. 

. For the current year he can be supplied with any quantity, there being a considerable 
stock on hand; but, as I believe it is the intention of Government a.ltogether to discon
tinue experimental operations, I purpose writing to that effect, and informing him that, 
beyond the present season, we shall not be able to meet his ""ishee. • 

. With a: view to complying with the requisition for the present season, I have directed 
Mr. Rabel, the office writer, now at :Madras, to return to Coimbatore as speedily as he can, 
and despatch two candies of seed with the least possible delay, and having done so, to deliver 
over the office and records to the Collector, and receive all fUrther orders from him. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. Wight, 
Supe~tendent Cotton Experiments. Madras, 

4 March 1853. 

(No. 29.) 

From lJ'L P. Edgeworth, Esq.,. Commissioner and Superintendent, Mooltan Division, to 
R. Wight, Esq., M. D., Superintendent Cotton Experiment, Coimbatore, via Bombay. 

Sir, . 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that the cotton seed supplied by you last year at lIlY 

request was distributed by me among the people in the several districts under the lIooltan 
and Leia divisions. 

2. The cultivators are-much pleased with it, and anxious for an increased supply. As 
this appears to me a very important measure, I should feel obliged by your makiDg arrange
ments for sending a large annual supply; as large as the Government will sanction ca.rrialJ'e 
free by the Indus steamers, till the district be able to keep up its own supply. It shou1d 
be so arranged as to reach this by the boat arriving in March or April. 

I have, &c. 

Commissioner's Office, Mooltan Division~ 
(signed) ilL P. Edgeworth, 

Commissioner and Superintendent. 
28 January 1853. • 

From Dr. R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton E,x.periments, to T. Pycroft, Esq., 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

~ -
",11", 

ADVERTING to my letter of the 4th instant, I have the honour to request that the Col
lector of Coimbatore may be instructed to disburse whatever char~es may be incurred in 
forwarding the cotton seed from Coimbatore to the Commissioner of Mooltan, and also for 
the screwing and shipping expenses of 37 bundles of Government cotton that are now 
waiting tonnage at Cochin, in the godowns of the agent of B. Sappoorjee, Esq. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. Wight, . 

Superintendent Cotton Experiments • . \ Madras, 
8 March 1853. 

296-Sess.2. KK4 
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No. 24. 

No. 15. 



No. 11. 

(No. 396.) 

Para. 1. Resolved, That the foregoing letters be forwarded to the Collector of Coimha
tore, with instruetions to defray the chargee which may be necessary for the transmisllion of 
the seed applied for by the Commissioner of Mooltan,and also forthe cotton awaitin'; 8hi~ 
~d~~ 0 

2. It is bbservcd-thatrnnder date-19th June 1851, Dr. Wight reported the aa.le of' aU the 
property connected' with the experimental cotton farm in CoimbatoPe, except the office. 
furniture and some cotton seed~ and 'On the 7th August following reported that he had dis
charged the whole of his establishment except one writer. Since that date, Dr. Wight has 
bee:tl making purchases of .cotton for transmission to the Honourable the Court of Diroctors, 
and. \further supplies of cotton seed have been received from home.· The Government ba.V& 

not, however, been informed by Dr. Wight before his departure of the quantity of cotton 
seed which he had still on haltd; nor whether he had made any arrangements for iLs distri
bution; neitliet are they -aware whether; besides the cotton awaiting shipment at Cochin, 
there.are further consignment •• to ,be. made to the United Kingdom. They resolve to CI111 

upon the Collootors 'of Coimbatore and Tinnevelly to sta.te what quantityof' cotton seed 
they have' m.chargel.&nd how they would. pro,Pose to dispose of it; ail also whether they 
have any cotton purchased by Dr. Wight, or expect to receive any under engagements made 
by that gentleman. 

3. ,The. GovernmelDlt. under -da.tes, the 8th July and 7th August 1852, have forwarded tt) 
the Honourable Court, Dr. Wight's general report on his operations, and hilHiupplementary 
remarks. Pending the Court's reply, no fresh purchases of cotton will be made; but the 
Collectors of Coimbatore and Tinnevelly will fulfil any engagements for the purchase of 
cotton, which may have been. already made by Dr. Wight with the r10ts and others. 
They will also furnish seed to parties who may apply for it, purchasing it, 1£ necessary, from 
the ryots. The Collector of Coimbatore will inform the Commissioner and Superintendent 
of Moo1tan, that such supply as he may require will be sent to him annua.lly from Coim
batore. so long as the seed is procurable in that district. It does not appea.t to Government 
that the 'Writel" hitherto retained, ily Dr. Wi~ht can longer btt required, and if not, Mr. 
Thomas win at once discharge him, submltting his claim to a gratuity should he seem 
entitled to any. He will also dispose of Dr. Wight's office furniture, or 1Iuch part of it as 
may not still be wanted. 

4. The Collector of Tinnevelly will report the condition and prospecta of the cotton 
cultivation which is being carried on in his district at the public expense, and give hit 
opinion whether it be desira.ble to continue operations, and if so, under what 1I.rrangemenb; 
aad if not, at ,what time the.concern may' be prop,erly closed 

Fort St. Gel'Jl'ge, 
9 April 1853. 

• (signed) 7! Pyct-oj't, 
Secy. to Government. 

E~TRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 29 April 1853. 

28th March-RECEIVED the following letter: 

(No. 65.) 

From G. .L Bird. Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to Sir H. C. Montgomery, Bart., 
Chief Secretary to -Governme nt, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. DR. 'V IGHT'having TctiredfrOm. the service, I have the honour to retueat, with reference 

,to 'the accompanying'coI,,"of.a Jetter ,from .the Accountant-general, Alated 15th .instant, that 
'you will be good em>ugh· t8 -instruct' me, as to whether; or to what extent, purcbasea of 
cott<tu are to' be made >in ,t~ diattict -dnring the ·coming yeu, on lloOOOUnt of Go~ernment, 
and shipped 10 England. 

2. I beg also to' be infol!ttled through what channel, the accounts, &c., in the dep~rtmeDt 
of experiments for' the improvement in the culture of cotton are to be lubmitted to 
Government. for the futu,re, 

Tinnevelly, Trichendoor, 
21 Ma.rch 1853. 

(signed) C:J: Bird, 
Collector. 

" Court's despatch, 7th January 1852: 181 bag. of New Orlean. cotton eeed lent out by the 
.. BraZilian." 
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(No. 1046.) 
Financial Department. 

From Sir 'Vansittart Stonhouu, Bart., Accountant·General, to a. J. Bird, Esq., 
Collector of Tinnevelly. 

Sir, . 
I JIAVE the honour to reque~t that you will furnish me, by the end of next month, with 

a prospective estimate of the amount which may likely be required from your treasury 
durin~ the next official year 1853-54, for purchasing cCJtton on account of Government; 
exhibiting also in the same estimate, by a separate and distinct entry, the amount which 
may be required during the same period for defraying the charges which are debitable to 
the head" Expenses on account of improvement in the culture of cotton." 

(signed) T. Yo Stonhouse, 
Fort St. George, Accountant-General's Office, Accountant-General. 

15 March 1853. 

(No. 453.) 

1. The Government observe that their orders in respect to the future purchases or 
cotton for shipment to England have been passed in Extract Minutes of Consultation, 
9th instant, No. 396. 

2. With respect to the second of the inquiries ma.de by the Collector, that officer will 
submit his accounts connected with the experimental cultivation of cotton in his district to 
Government, through the Board of Revenue. 

Fort St. George, 
23 April 1853. 

(signed) 'T. P!Jcroft, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 29th April 1853. 

Read the following letter: 
(No.4.) 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to Sir H. C'. Montgomery, Bart., 
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
'VITH reference to the accompanying copy of a letter from Dr. R. Wight, late superin

tendent of cotton experiments, dated 9th instant, I beg the orders of Government as to 
the cotton writer, Mr. Rabel, as he alone knows the voluminous records of Dr. Wight's 
office, (and references thereto for information and accounts are likely to arise for some time 
to come), I would request to be allowed to continue him fot the present, no one else being 
retained on the establishment. . 

Avenashey, 
14 March 1853. 

(signed) E. B. Thomas, 
Collector. 

From Dr. R. Wight, late Superintendent of Cotton Experiments, to E. B. T,~omas, Esq., 
Collector of Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
I HA. VE the honour herewith to transmit a list of records appertaining to the Cotton 

Experiments Office, which Mr. Rabel, the writer, is directed to transfer to, your office; also 
copy of an official memo., directing the return to Coimbatore of himself and the peon 
whom I directed to accompany my office; and lastly, a memorandum accounting for rupees 
(30) thirty, which I have directed the writer to expend; 15 on account of expenses 
incurred in the transmission of a quantity of cotton seed required by the Commissioner of 
Mooltan, and 15 advanced for his travelling expenses; but to be repaid from the first pay 
drawn from your office •. 

(signed) R. 'Wight, 
Late Supt. of Cotton Experiments. Madras, 

9 March 1853. 
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(No. 478.) 

ORDERED, that the Collector of Coimbatore be referred to the orders contained in 
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 9th instant, No. 396, para. 3, and that be be informed 
that it is the desire of Government that Mr. Rabel, the writer attached to the late expe
rimental cotton farms, be discharged at the earliest period at which his services can be 
dispensed wjth; but he is on no account to be continued b~yond the Ist,Janu.a.ry 1854. 

(signed) T. P!Jcroft. 
Fort St. George, Secretary to Government.. 
29 April 1853. 

EXTBAcr Fort St. George Revenue ConsultatiOll of 13 May 1853. 

READ the following Letter: 

(No. 21.) 

From E. Rowden Power, Esq., Colonial Secretary, Colombo, to the Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort. St. George. 

Sir, 
I AM direct~d by ,his Excellen~y the Governor to ~ransmit to you the annexed co~y of a. 

letter, and of Its enclosures, received from the Supermtendent. of the Royal Botanic Garden 
here, and to request that you will be pleased to move the Right Honourable the Governor 
in Council to gin directions for a supply of fresh Sea. Island cotton seed beincp sent to 
Ceylon about the period named in :Mr. Thwaites' communication. 0 

Colonial Secretary's Office, (signed) E. Rowden Power. 
Colombo, 21 April 1853. 

(No. 10.) 

From G. H. K. Thwaites, Superintendent, to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 
Colombo. 

Sir, , 
I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of letter, No. 68, from the Government agent of 

the Western Province, with a. letter. No. 49, from the Assistant .Agent at Ratnapoora, 
annexed'; and with reference to their contents; I would suggest that, as owing to the last 

-season here having been very unfavourable for cotton, 1 have no quantity of seed to send 
to Ratnapoora, it might be desirable for application to be made from your office to the 
Secretary to Governtnent at Madras for a. supply of fresh Sea Island cotton'seed to arrive 
at Colombo about the time required. 

Royal Botanic Garden, Peradenia., 
2 April 1853. 

(No. 68.) 

(signed) G. H. K. Thwaitel, 
Superintendent. 

To the Superintendent of the Botanic Garden, Peraderua. 
Sir, • 

IN forwarding herewith copy of a. letter, No. 49, of the 19th instant, from the assistant 
agent at Ratnapoora, I have the honour to request th'at you will be good enough to provide 
me with a fresh supply of Sea. Island cotton seed, and favour me at the same time with 
your views as to the best mode of extending the cultivation of that article in the K~l~ 
Corle of the Saffragam District. You will perceive the assistant agent appears of OJ!mlOn 
that th~ experiment should be on a large scale j there could be no objection to this, it the 
proper mode of cultivation were known; merely cultivated, after the manner of the country, 
in chenas, I can scarcely doubt that the experiment would only result in failure. 

(signed) Cluu. P. Layard, 
Government Agent's Office, Colombo, Government Agent. 

22 March 1853 •. 

(No. 49.) 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to ulorm you that the cotton seed received in the small pack~t 
referred to in your l~tter ,9f'the 17th instant turns out rotten, moth:eaten and useless! t¥s 
is however of the less consequence, as the season for cotton plantmg does not begm till 
November; I would also beg to point out that if it is considered desirable to supersede the. 

Jlresent 
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present worthless native plant, by the introduction of the more valuable Sea. Island cotton, 
It will be requisite that the people should be furnished with seed in mncli larger quantities; 
as the few J!lants raised from a small quantity make no impression" and soon die out, not 
being consldered of sufficient importance to be preserved. • 

I have directed the ratemahatmelt to collect all the seed that 'can be procured from the 
trial plants; and I would suggest, that as the sowing will not take place for six or eight 
months there will be time to send to England for a large parcel of really fresh seed, for 
unless the natives are furnished with it in sufficiently large quantity I have no hope that 
they will think it worth their while to incur the labour of cultivation and watching which 
this product requires. 

To effect any lasting benefit at least five or six cwt. should be sent for distribution about 
the month of October. 

Assistant Government Agent's Office, 
Ratnapoora, 19 March 1853. 

(si",lPlled) E. L. Mitford, 
Assistant Agent. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) Chas. P. Layard, 

Government Agent. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) G. IL K.. Thwaites, 
Superintendent. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) E. Rowden Power. 

(No. 533.) 

II. 
Madras. 

REsoL VED~ that the Collector of Coimbatore be requested td comply, as far as may be in No. S*, 
his Eower, with the application of the Ceylon Government for a fUrther eupply· of fresh • 6 
Sea Island cotton sl)ed, and to report to Government what he may have done in pursuanoo 5 or cwt. 
ohhis order. 

(signed) T. P!Jcrojt, 
Fort St. George, 13 May 1853. Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. Geo;rge Revenue Diary Consultation of 24th June 1853. 

Received the following: 

(No. 226.) 

EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Board pf Revenue, dated 26th :May 1853. 

Read the following: 

To IV. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
'GATHERING from extract from the Proceedings of the .Board of Revenue, dated the 

11 th instant, annexed to extract from Minutes of Consultation of 9th idem. requiring a 
report from me on the condition and prospects of the cotton cultivation, &0. in this district, 
tha.t, in the absence of a successor to Dr. Wight, superintendent of cotton farms, all 
accounts, &c" connected with the cotton experiments in this district requiring the sanction 
of Government, should be transmitted through the Board of Revenue, I have the honour 
to forward the undermentioned two' statements, which I request may be submitted to 
Government for sanction. 

&. tL p. 
1. Statement of contingent charges incurred by lIre Cuxton in charge 

?f the gin house at Shevacausey during the 1st quarter of 1853, amount--
mg to - 37 1 4 

2. Account p~iculatS of expenses incurred by Mr. Cuxton in the 
purchase, &c., of six bales of cotton shipped on the 25th January 1853. 
on the barque" Fairlie," boun~ for London - 59 1 9 

Tinnevelly, Trichendoor, 
28 April 1853 • 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Collector. 

No. tt. 

• Resolved, that the foregoing letter with its enclosures be submitted for the orders of the 
RIght Honourahle the Governor in Council, with reference to paragraph 2 of the order of In Cons. 12 May 

• Government, dated 23d April 1853. 1853. 
2g6-Sess. 2. L L 2 The 
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No. 34. 

To CoimbAtore, 
12th May 1853. 
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• The Board recoIn;IDend that sanction ~e granted for'the charges incurred by Mr. Cuxton 
m the purchase of ~lX bales of cotton shipped for L<?1?-don, and the contingent charges for 
the 1st quarter ending 31st March 1853, as per two accounts particular amounting in aU 
to Rs.96. 3. l. (rupees ni~ety-six, annas three, and pie one.) , 

~igned) W. H. Bay1i'!h 
Secretary. 

(No. 656.) 
THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council sanctions the charges incurred by 

Mr. Cuxton in the purchase, &c. of six bales of cotton shipped for London and the con
tingent charges for the 1st quarter ending 31st March 1853. amountin(J' in all to 
llt 96. 3. 1. (rupees ninety-six, annas three. and pie one.) 0 

Fort 8t. George, 16 June 1853. 
(signed) T. Pycrojt, 

Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 5th July 1853. 

Read the following letter : 

(No. 2'41.) , 
From B. Cunliffe, Esq., Sub-Secretary to the BOMd of Revenue, to Sir H. C. JJ/ont!lomery, 

Bart., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir, . 

1. WITH reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 9th April 1853, I am 
directed by the Board of Revenue to submit for the information and orders of the Uight 
Honourable the Governor in Council the accompanying letters· from the Collectors of 
Coimbatore and Tinnevelly, respecting the cotton experiments, &c. in their districts. 

2. In Coimbatore there are no further consignments of cotton remaining to be made to 
the United Kingdom, nor any to be received under engagements made by Dr. 'Wight; 
there are also no agreements with the ryots yet to be fulfilled, about 17 candies oC cotton 
seed remain on hand, for distribution to the ryots gratis, and about 200 lbs. of cotton wool, 
which Mr. Thomas proposes to dispose of by public auction. 

3. As the office furniture alluded to in para. 5 of Mr. Thomas' letter ~s required for 
his establishment, the Board recommend that he be allowed to retain it as requested. 

4. 'The orders of Government respecting Dr. 'Wight's writer have alreadl been commu
nicated to the Collector. 

5. The Collector of Tinne'Velly reports that, of the 70 bags of New Orleans cotton seed 
received by rum, 20 bags were supplied to Mr. Cuxton, of the Sevacausey Government 
farm, 25 were distributed to ryots, and the remainder is still on hand. Mr. Cuxton has 
also with him about 2,400 lbs. of this seed, besides that contained in about 8,000 lbs. of 
unginned cotton. The ryots being averse to engage in the cultivation of cotton from this 
seed, and there appearing no other method of disposing of the quantity on hand, the Board 
agree 'with Mr. Bird that it might be transmitted by dhoney to Bombay, and thence to the 
Commissioner of Mooltan. 

6. The Board observe that the CommISsioner has applied for New Orleans seed, as stated 
in the letter from Government, 9th April 1853; but it would be well perhaps to ascertain 
if that officer is prepared to receive what is not required at Tinnevelly. 

7. As it does not appear from Mr. Cuxton's report that there is sufficient inducement to 
continue the cultivation of cotton from the New Orleans seed at the public expense, the 
Board concur with the Collector that it should be given up at the end of the fWlly, about 
whieh time the leases of the fields will expire, and the property in store, as per list, be dis-
posed of to the best possible advantage. • 

8. The Collector suggests that Mr. Cuxton be rewarded with a gratuity. The Board 
are not aware what his past services have been, but they would recommend that he be 
allowed such a gratuity as the Government may think him deserving ot: 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
6 June 1853. 

(signed) B. Cunliffe, 
Sub-Secretary. 

• From Coimbatore, 2d 1IIay, in Cons. 6th June 1863; from Tinnevelly, 9th May, in Cons. 6th June. 
1863. 
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To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. ADVERTING to· the first para. of Extract from Minutes of Consultation of the 9th 

ultimo (No. 396), received with the Board's Proceedings of the 11th idem, I have the 
honour to state for the information of the Board, that the charges incurred for'the trans
mission of the seed applied for by the Commissioner of Mooltan, and also for the cotton 
awaiting shipment at Cochin, will be defrayed and adjusted in the accounts of this office 
as directed. 

2. It appears there are no further consignments to be made to the United Kingdom, nor 
any cotton to be received under engagements made by Dr .. Wight; neither are there any 
agreements with the ryots yet to be ful1i.lled. 

3. Abou~ 17 candies of seed remain on hand .. and this will be furnished to ryots gratis, 
to enable us to keep up a supply of seed. There are also 200 lbs of cotton wool in the 
godowns, which will be disposed of by auction, and the proceeds carried to the credit of 
Government. 

4 As desired in para. 3 of the Minutes of Consultation above quoted, the Commissioner 
and superintendent of Mooltan has been informed that such supply of seed as may be 
required will be furnished annually, so long as it is procurable in this district. 

5. The office furniture teferred to would only sell for a small amount, and as it is required 
for my establishment it will be retained accordingly. I beg also to be permitted to avail 
myself of the services of Dr. Wight's writer for some short time yet, as requested in my 
communication of the 14th March last to Government. 

Coimbatore, • 
CollectoJ;'s Office, Ootacamund, 

2 May 1853. 

(signed) E. B. Thomas, 
Collector. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to Extract from Minutes of Consultation of 9th ultimo, prefixed to 

Extract from Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated the 11 th idem, I have the honour 
to inform you, that of the 70 bags of New Orleans cotton seed, ex" Brazilian," received 
by me in August last, 20 bags were supplied to Mr. Cuxton at the Sevacausey Govern
ml'nt farm, and 25 bags have been distributed to ryots on their application, and the 
remaining quantity is still on hand. I have been told by Mr. Cuxton that he did not find 
this seed so good as the produce of his own cultivation. 

• 2. From Mr. Cuxton's report of 28th ultimo, of which copy is enclosed, it will be seen 
that there were then 2,400 lbs. of New Orleans seed remaining in his hands, besides that 
contained in 8,000 lbs. of unginned cotton. 

3. I am at a loss to advise how this seed should be disposed of, for the ryots appear to 
regard the introduction of New Orleans cotton cultivation as a failure, and show no 
inclination to engage in it. The best way, perhaps, would be to forward it by dhony to 
Bombay, for the purpolle of bei~g transmitted to the Commissioner of Mooltan. 

4. The condition and prospects of the cotton cultivation which is being carried on in 
the district at the public expense, may be gathered from Mr. Cuxton's report, above 
referred to. The leases of the fields will expire about the end of the fusIy, and the plants 
will, about the same time, have yielded all their produce. This farm is so small, and has 
had so much superintendence, that if New Orleans cotton could be made to flourish at 
Sevacausey. the experiment could not have remained, as it has to this moment, something 
more than doubtful. My opinion has, therefore, long been made up that it should be 
given up, and the end of the present fuely would be a convenient time to relinquish it. 

5. If this be resolved upon there will be a considerable sacrifice of property, which is 
not of a kind to sell here for its real value (vide enclosure to lIr. Cuxton's letter), and 
Government may. I hope, deem :Mr. Cuxton's past services deserving of being rewarded 
with a gratuity. 

TinnevelIy, Trichendoor, 
9 May 1853. 

2g6-Sess. 2. .LL3 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Collector. 

n. 
Madras. 
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(No.1.) 
To C. J. Bird, Esq., Conector of Tmnevelly. 

Sir, 
IN reply to memo. from your office, under date the 18th instant, I beg to state that the 

quantity of New Orleans seed, on hand amounts to about 2,400 Ib8o, and that of New 
Orleans seed cotf;on to 8,000 Ib8. 

In reply to the question as to whether any cotton has been contracted for on account of 
Government, I have to state that none such- has been entered into, and was never sanc
tioned by Dr. Wight (late superintendent of cotton experiments), further than this, that 
those who took New Orleans seed from the gin-house were always assured that if they 
chose to bring the cotton produced to the gin-honse, it would always be purchased of them 
a!la rate by two rupees in advance of the then selling price of the native (oopum) cotton. 
Not having t;eceived any instructions this season for purchasing oopum cotton, none has aa 
yet been bought on Government account. 

With reference to the information called for in para. 4 of the Minutes of Consultation 
accompanying memo. from your office, I have to state that the leases for the lands atpra
sent under cUltivation will expire as follows: for the 8J.Vw red land at the end of June 
1853; for the 7il chains black land at the beginning of August; and for the No.2 garden 
on the 24th August next. 

With regard to the present aspect, &co of the plants on those lands, I have to. state that 
those on the 7 n chains land and the No. 2 garden, being now nearly two years' old plants. the 
early crop on them is now almost off, and they look as tlwu~h they had done their work 
for the second season; but in consequence of sundry good la.lla of rain which have lately 
come down, and now continue to do so. and on account of which the plants may still blos
som and bud .. and as their lea.se does not expire for a good while yet, I think that tiley 
might be kept on for the space of one month more, if no longer. The plants on the red 
land being but those for the first sea.son now going on, and being young and vigorous, and 
bearing well, this land would fully bear to be kept on for half or one month beyond the 
lease, to which the- owners couid be brought to consent without an] further expense being 
incurred about the same. Such, I beg to state, is a fair reporl of the state of the crops o~ 
the fields now under cultivation on Government account. 

Herewith I beg to forward a. list of Government property now contained in the 
Sevacausey gin-house. 

Sevacausey. 28 April 1853. (signed) R. M. Cuzton. 

(No. '115.) 

I. THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council permits the Collector of Coimbatore 
to retain for the use of his own establishment the office furniture belonging to the lata 
experimental farm in that district, but desires that they may be brought upon his official 
returns. 

2. The Board of Revenue will instruct the Conector of Tmneveny to offer to the Com· 
missioner of Mooltan as much of New Orleans cotton 8eed remaining on hand as he may 
wish to take. 'The Government have no information to show whether the quantity of 
unginned cotton in store, viz. 8,000 lbs., has been grown in the Government farm, or 
obtained by purchase, ana they think that in ei~er ca.se the Collector should have it cleaned, 
and shipped to the Honourable Court. similar to previous consignments, and the farming 
operations finally brought to .. close at the end of the fusly. The stores and implements 
belonging to the farm should be disposed of to the best advantage, those of orclinary 
description being sold off immediately for what they will realise, and the more expensive 
machinery offered by advertisement in the official Gazette. at what may appear fair prices 
in reference to their original cost and present condition. 

3. The Collector ot Tinnevelly will, in communication with the Colleetor of Coimbatore, 
furnish a report on the nature and extent of Mr. Cuxton's services, when his claim to a 
gratuity willl'eceive consideration. 

Fort 8t. Georg~ 
-29 June 1853. 

(A true extract.) 
(signed) T. Pycroft. 

Secretary to Govemment. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation, 5 July 1853. 

Read again letter from the Colonial Secretary at Colombo, dated 21st April, and 
recorded in Consultation 13th May 1853. 

(No. 545.} 

Read also the fonowing l~tter: 
.(No. 8.) 
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(No.8.) 
From E. B. ThumfU, Esq., Collector ot Coimbatore, to T. rycroft, Esq., Secretary to 

Government, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

1. A.DvERTING to the Minutes of Consultation (No. 533,) dated 13th ultimo, I "have the 
honour to state that the only exotic cotton .seeds procurable in this district, are Bourbon and 
Mexican, 17 candies of the latter description (received from Dr. Wight's office,) are now at 
my disposal, and will be supplied to the Ceylon Government if required.; but I fear it-is 
old and not worth seeding. 

2. A. reference to the records of the cotton experiment shows that the cultivation of Sea 
Island cot.ton in this district has proved nearly a. total failure,· and that this kind of 
cotton, together with others enumerated in the margin, t is cultivated at Tricbendore, in 
Tinnevelly; and I would suggest an application being made to the Collector of that 
district for the seed referred to. 

Coimbatore Collector's Office, Ootacamund, (signed) 
18 June 1853. 

E. B. Thomas, 
Collector. 

(No. 742.) 
RESOLVED that the letter from the Ceylon Government, dated 21st April, and its enclo

sures, be forwarded to the Collector of Tinnevelly, with a request that he will arrange for 
the supply of five or six cwt. of Sea Island cotton Beed to that Government, if procurable 
in his district, reporting what he may have done in pursuance of thiB order. If he cannot 
procure Sea. Island eeed, he will inform this Government. for communication to that of 
Ceylon, whether he can obtain cotton eeed of any other of the foreign varieties, and in what 
quantities. 

.Fort St. George, 
5 July 1853. , 

(signed) T. !'!Icro!t, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRA.CT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 12 July 1853. 

Received the following letter, dated 5th July:
(No. 1387.) 

From J. J. Franklin, Esq., Secretary Marine Board, to Sir 'H. c. Montgumery, Bart., Chiel 

Sir, 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

11 
Madras. 

No. lOS. 

No. 103. 

No. I. 

THE Government, in Extract from Minutes of Consultation, marginally noted, directed 9th March l85'1, 
the Marine Board to receive 784 bags of New Orleans cotton seed ex Brazilian, and hold No. '3'1· 
the same at the disposal of Dr. Wight. 467 bags were distributed under this gentleman's 
directions, and there now remain in the Marine Godowns 317 bags, which are becoming 
damaged and destroyed by rats. Dr. Wight having left for England without issuing any 
further instructions regarding the residue, I ap1 directed to solicit orders as to its disposal. 

Madras Mariue Board Office, (signed) J. J. Franklin, 
5 July 1853. Secretary .. 

(No. 778 A.) 
RESOLVED that the New Orleans seed referred to in the above letter be offered to the 

Ceylon Government, and that the following letter be despatched accordingly. 
Fort St. George. (signed) T. Pycroft, 

7 July 1853. Secretary to Government. 

(No. 179.) . 
From T. Pycroft. Esq.) Secretary to Government, to the Colonial Secretary 

at Colombo. 
Sir, 

Para.. 1. I am directed to acknowledge your letter of the 21st April 1853, and in reply 
to state that immediately on its receipt,-reference was made to the Collector of Coimbatore, 
who reported that he had no Sea Island cotton seed in store. The only other district in 
which It is likely to be obtained is Tinnevelly, and the Collector has been directed to for-

NO.1. 

NO.3· 

ward five or six cwt. direct to your Government, should he be able to procure any. . 
I am desired t.o add that this Government have at Madras 317 bags of New Orleans Abo~t soo cwt. 

cotton seed, and they will be hap~y to furnish the Ceylon Government with any portion of 
this qua.ntity tha.t they may reqwre. 

Fort St. George, 
7 July 1853. 

(signed) T. Pycroft, 
Secretary to Government. 

• Vide Dr. Wight's letter to the Secretary Agri-Horticultural Society, Calelltta, 23d Oetobel' 1650. 
t Mexican or New Orleans, EgyptlllJl., Brazilian or Pernambuco...-Vade Dr. Wight's letter to Govern

ment, 12 May 1852, paras. 30 and 33. 
2g6-Sess. 2. ' L L 4 
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EXTRACTS Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation ot 30th August 1853. 

Bth. RECEIVED the following letter: 
(lS"0. 164.) 

From C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to T. Pycrojl, Esq., Secretary to 
Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, , 
WITH reference to Extract from :Minutes of Consultation, under date the 5th ultimo 

I have the honour to report, for the information of Government, that no Sea Island cotto~ 
seed is procurable in this district. As regards seed of any other foreign varieties, I beg to 
state that there are now at Tutacorin about 25 bags of New Orleans cotton seed remaining 
of the quantity received in August last from England, ex " Brazilian," and which I suO'O'ested 
in !Dy letter of 9th May might be sent by sea to Bombay for transmission to the C~~B
moner of Mooltan; but this seed is reported by Mr. Cuxton ~ to have proved on trial to be 
a sad failure, and consequently I am now of opinion that to transmit any of this Beed either 
to Ceylon or to Mooltan would only be a. waste of money. I would rather recommend it 
should be sold for what it will fetch on the spot. 

2. There are besides the above about B,POOlbs. of New Orleans ~otton seed at Se'vacausy, 
the produce of the Government farm at that place, which is believed to be of good quality, 
and can be offered, if it appear advisable to Government, to the Government of Ceylon, or 
transmitted to the Commissioner at Mooltan. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Tinnevelly 1'encausey, Collector. 

1 August 1853. 

(No. 971.) 
Resolved, That the foregoing letter be transmitted to the Ceylon Government, and that 

Mr. Bird be requested to forward, on application, any portion of the 8,000Ibs. of New Orleans 
cotton seed, stated to be of good quality, which that Government may be desirous of taking. 
Such quantity as may not be taken by the Ceylon Government may be offered to the Com
missioner of Mooltan. 

2. Resolved also, That the Collector of Tinnevelly be instructed to sell off, for what it 
may realise, the cotton seed remaining from the supply received ex "Brazilian," which he 
reports to be of doubtful quality. 

(signed) T. Pycrojl, 
Fort St. George, 
26 August 1853. 

26th. SENT in consequence the following letter: 
(No. 973.) 

- Secretary to Govt. 

From T. P!lcrojt, Esq., Secretary to Government, to the Colonial Secretary at Colombo. 
Sir, 

WITH: reference to my letter of the 7th ultimo, No. 779, I am directed by the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council to forward copy of one from the Collector of Tinne
velly, and to state that the Collector has' been instructed to furnish direct to lOur Govern
ment, on application, any portion of the 8,OOOlbs. of New Orleans' cotton see, stated to be 
of good quality, which the Ceylon Government may be desirous of taking. 

2. I have to add that Hi.e New Orleans cotton seed at Madras, referred to in my last 
letter (7th ultimo), is of the same consignment as that reported on by Mr. Bird in the 1st 
para. of his letter, and it is, therefore, to be feared that it would be of no use to your 
Government. ' 

Fort St. George, 
26 August 1853. 

(signed) T. Pycrojl, 
Secretary to Govt. 

EXTRA.CT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 20 September 1853. 

BEA.D the following letter: 

(No. 182.) 
From C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to Sir H. Co Montgomery, Bart., Chiet 

, Secretary to Government, Fort 81. George. 
Sir. 

HAVING been advised by the principlll Commissary of Ordnance at Fort St. George, 
under date 22d instant, of the despatch by sea. of two cotton gins, for delivery to Messrs. 
Longshawe & Co., I have the honour to request instructions 8.8 to what is to be done with 
them on arrival, as Messrs. Longshawe have left the country and proceeded to England, in 
pursuance of their intention, which was reported to you ill my letter of 18th April last. 

Tinnenlly, Tencausey, . (signed) ~ J. Bird, Collector. 
30 August 1853. 

• Late in charge of the Government cotton farms in this district. 
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(No. 1066.) 
The Collector of Tinnevelly will-receive the two cotton gins intended for Messrs. Long-

8hawe & Co., and will make them over to any cotton growers, or cotton merchants in his 
district, European or native, who may be disposed to receive and work them. 

Fort St George, (signed) T. P!JCToft, 
20 September 1853. Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenne Diary to Consultation of 18 October 1853. 

Received ilIe following: 
(No. 456.) 

EXTRACT from the P~oceedings of the Board of Revenne, dated 3 October 1853. 
READ the following letter: 
From the Collector of Tinnevelly to B. Cunlijfe, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board 

of Revenue, :Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

WITH reference to extract from the Proceedin~s of the Board of Revenue, dated the 
19th instant, I have the honour to report, for the mformation of Government, that all the 
Government cotton that remained at Shevacausey has been already shipped, and there are 
DO further consignments to be made to the Honourable Court. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Tinnevelly,24 September 1853. Collector. 

Home Department. Revenue. No. 15 of 1847. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 
Honourable Sirs, 

WE have the honour to transmit the accompanying letter and its enclosures 
from the Government of Fort St. George. and to recommend the suggestion of 
that Government for g~anting to Mr. Finnie, the American cotton planter- 'in 
Tinnevelly, an addition of 200 rupees per lDeDseID to his present allowances, 
amounting to 535 rupees per mensem, as per margin.* 

I have, &c. 
(signed) T. H. Maddoch. 

F. '.Millett. 
Fort William', 16 October 1847. F. Currie. 

(No. 1033.) 
From Sir H. C. Montgomer'l, Bart., Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, to 

G • ..4.. BusltbJl, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India. 

II'. 
Madras. 

No. 30. 

No. 13. 

Sir, 
REFERRING to the correspondence noted in the margin,t I am directed by the Most Noble Revenue 

the Governor in Council to transout for the consideration and orders of the Government of Department. 
India, copy of a letter fi'om the acting Collector of Tinnevelly, giving co~er to one from 
Mr. J. Finnie. the American cotton planter stationed in that district, applying for an incre~se 
to his allowances. 0 

2. Mr. Finnie's proceedings, 8S detailed by himself, in the opinion of Government give 
bim title to consideration, and his Lordship in Council recommends that his ease may be 
viewed favourably, and a suitable addition made to his allowances. 

3. Mr. Finnie draws at present the allowances authorised by the extract Minutes of 
Consultation, dated 31st October 1845, a copy of which was furnished to the Government 

of 

. ~ 

A.CTUALLY DRAWN IN 
~ --- r "\ 

April. May. June. --
Rs. R,. Rs. 

Salary - - - - - 250 250 250 
Tent allowance - - . · 80 80 80 
House rent - - - - 20 20 20 
Horse allowance· . - · 30 30 30 
Batta, at Jive rupees per diem · 150 155 J50 

TOTAL . . . Rs. 530 535 530 

t To Government of India, 31 October 1845. No. 1266; frlfln Government of India, jlO December 
1845, No. 936; dated 28 August 1847. No. 203. • - -

296-8ess. 2. M M 
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of I.ndis. it,t th,e letter of the same date, and which, from a memorandum obtained from the 
eml AudltO,f S Office! ~ange from 530 to 535 rupees p~r n1ensem, his Lordship in Council 
would suggest an addition of 200· rupees to these allowances. 

J have. &c. 
(signed) H. C. Montgomery,_ 

Secretary to Government. Fort St. George, 
21 September 1847. 

(No. 203.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, Tinnevelly, toJ. F. TliOma8"Esq.,Chie( 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
~ HAVE the honour to forward an original letter from Mr. Finnie, soliciting an increase in 

his allowances, for the consideration of Government; and beer to add, that althouO'h the 
question is not one wif.h which I have any immediate conc~rn, I hove it will :Ot be 
considered out of place if I state the satisfaction it is to me to be in officl8.l connercion with 
a person of Mr. Fmnie's intelligence and general superiority, and that I consider he has 
s~ow:n great :teal and devotion to his duties in setting going the present establishment for 
gmmng cot.ton at Aroopoocottah. I should also be very iorry, as Collector of Tinnevelly, 
that any thmg should occur to Cause a change in the officer noMing the situation of cotton 
planter here; and I think length of service in a situation of this nature, in an experi
ment which it is obviously roost desirable to carryon to a final isSUJll both increases the 
value of Mr. Finnie's services, and may be considered to constitute a fair claim to increased 
allowances. 

I have, lItc •. 

TinneveUy Collector's Office, CourtulIqm, 
28 August 1847. 

(signed) F. B. Elton, 
Acting Collector. 

From T. J.1?irl1lie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Eltdn, Esq., Acting Collector, Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
WHEN I entered upon the duties of the situation which I have the bonour to occupy 

under Governm~nt, 1 applied to be placed on a different footing, i~ point 0( allowances, 
10 that of the late Mr. Morris, whose emoluments had been granted with reference to the 
amount allowed by the Bombay Government to the planters under that Government. 

2. The Most Noble the Governor in Council kindly made a spf'cial reference to the 
Government of India on 'the subject, and the Honourable the President in Council was 
pleased to recommend that I should for the present be content with the terms offt'red; but 
intimated that the Government would be prepared to consider the question of increasing my 
allowances in some proportion to the fruits or my exertions, and that ultimate success would 
~eet the reward oligmally held out by the Honourable Court of Directors, &.0. 

3. Since the date of my employment here, I have used my best exertions to accomplish 
the object in view; and thoug~ I think myself I have effected but little good up to this 
time, as I have not produced a superiOJ: article of cotton on terms that would jU!ltify mer
cantile transactions, and until that is effected I maintain we fall. however well we succeed 
in producing a few pounds or a few bales at a price that would not remunerate the merchant. 
Thouah I think I have faIled thus far to effect the obJect, 1 have used the means, and have 
got the business now in train, that will determine the matter one way or the other in a 
comparatively shoyt time, and at little expense. . 

4. I have given my best attention to th~ subject, and I II;m getting up st,atistics wh!ch will, 
I think, correct the vague notIons so uDlversally entertamed on the EuhJect. 'VInle I am 
thus candid as to my own operations, i may ask, who has done more than I ~ave in effectIng 
th~ desired improvement? I have, like others, produced some good Amencan cotton, and, 
wit!~ut the aId of an engineer, have erected the gins, and have cleaned all the cotton I could 
proc e this year; still I, perhaps unfortunately, taking a commercial view of the subject, 
am fa {rom considering success attained, whIle others. looking at the subject merely as a 
Govern~ent fOx-periment, are disposed to think very fdvourahly of the progress made. The 
experl~en~ will lDevitably do good, by placing the matter before the people in plain. simple 
form' and 'though the natives-may not at once enter heartIly into the measure, they may 
ultim~tely do ~o. Of one thing I am certain, viz. that success depends on tbe adoption of a 
plan by the pe~ple themselves. who must be coer('ed hy the European merchants refusing 
to take any bu~ ~he good ~lean article, which wiJ.!. have the e~ect ?f impr~ving i~ wi1.ho~t 
greatly increasmg: the price j and the 'accomphshment of thiS object, It IS obVIOUS, ,,:ill 

~ ~~ 
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require time, particularly in this country, where we have not only to introduce new modes, 
but counteract establIshed custom, and root out prejudice; nnd I do not therefore consider 
it quite faIr that an individual should wait for his reward for fdithful exertion in effectinO" so 
important a national object, partIcularly when l!Uccess depends so essentially upon

o 
the 

changes wrought in the political condItion of so stubborn and unchangeable a race as the 
ryots of India. 

5. I have laboured long in the hope of that reward, which induced me to leave hODle, and 
I am willing to continue to labour; but my present emoluments will not justify me, in this 
country, in making any de:6.nite plans for the future, which is the only cause of dissatisfactIon 
I have to urge. 

6. The cotton agency, which I was permitted to' establish in connexion with my official 
duties, has not answered expectation, in consequence of the connexions already existing 
between the dIstant and resident agents, and it is only by the incidental changes that I 
shall be able to make it productiv~, From the encouragement afforded me by my corre
spondents, I think much might ultimately be effected by the agency; but, in the meantime, 
tIme rolls on, and indiVIduals may pass away, and the nation alone reap the reward of their 
labours. 

7. I may remark, that since the 1st of January the only planter now left in the Bombay 
Presidency has been drawing upwards of one-half more than I am allowed here; and when 
it is recollected that I, as the agellt of the Honourable East IndIa Company, employed that 
planter to aid me in carrying out the business in, which I so heartily entered, It may well 
be considered that I have been unfortunate in promotion. I do not mention the pro
ceedings ,of the Bombay Government as a precedent; I desire that a question be decIded 
on its own merits. 

8. I earnestly hope. the Most Noble the Governor in Council will be pleased to consider 
the matter, and, if I deserve it, increase my allowances on that scale of liberality so pro
verbially bestowed on faithful servants. I. m.ake no demand nor c?mp.'aint, but tru~t t~ the 
hberal views of Government; and when It IS recollected that mme IS an uncertam SItua
tion, and the businesR la.~ori0'.ls, requiri~g much exposure to the elements, my request and 
expecta.tions, I hope, wIll not be conSIdered unreasonable; and the fact that I am the 
only planter left in the Presidency will, 1 hope, be in my favour, as the acts of Govern
ment towards me create no precedent. 

9. The decision which Government may arrive at is of the :6.rst importance to me, and 
I earnestly hope that the onerous, but to me pleasing, duties r have to perform, and 
the importance of the result, whatever it may be, will ensure the favourable consideration 
of Ills Lordship in CounCil. 

I have, &c. 

Camp Courtallum, 
16 August 1847. 

(signed) Thomas James Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

(No. 968.) 

From G. A. Bus/thy, Esq., Secretary to the Government of rndia, to Sir H. C.-Mofttgomery 
BarL, Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. ' 

Si~ , 

II. 
Madras. 

I A M directed bV the Pres~dent in Council to acknowledge the rec~ipt of your 'letter, Home Depart
No. 1,033, dated the 21st ultimo, and to state that a recommendation has this day been ment. 
made to the Honourable Court. for granting to Mr. Finnie, the American cotton planter at Revenue 
Tinnevelly, an add,ition to his present allowances of 200 rupees per mensem. • 

I have, &.c. 
(si~ned) G. A. BwAby, 

Secretary to the Government of India. Fort WiIliam, 
16 October 1847. 

Re\'enue Department, 19 January (No.3) 1848. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

Para. 1. W.E have received a letter from the Government ofIndia, dated the 
1.6th Octo?er last (No. 15), forwarding, with their recommendation, an applica
tlO~ sub~Itted to the"! by your Government for an increase to the allowance of 
"!d.l'. FIDme, the AmerIcan cotton planter. at present stationed in the district of 
rlDneveUy. ' 

2g6-Sess. :!. M M 2 2. The 
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Salary -
Tent allowanDO 
Houle lent -
Horse allowance 
Batta 0 

TOUL • 

PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

Ra. 
o 250 
- '80 
- 20 
o 30 
o 150 

R,.630 

2. The allowances now dra\yn by.!\ir. Finnie consist or the 
items enumerated in the margin, and amount to 530 or 535 
rupees per mensem. You have sllggested an additIon of 200 ru
pees per mensem to this amount, and the Government of India 
concur in the propriety; of the meas~re. 

3. 'We have recently had under our consideration the allowances assiO'ued to 
the American c9tton planters under the Bombay presidencv, and we have ~esolved 
to ~rant them a consolidated salary of700 rupees (seven 'hundred) per mensem, 
1\0 mclude all allowances whatsoever, except 5 rupees per diem when travelling 
Heyo?d the limi~s of the district, to which they may be attached, for two years 
cer~~ID, and untIl that Government may think proper to dispense with their 
servICes. 

4. It is df!Sirable that the allowances of all the American cotton planters 
t"mployed under our orders should be fixed on the same scale, and we ftccordinO'\y 
authorise you to apply the same rule to Mr. Finnie, the increase to take efi~ct 
from, the 16th October last, the date on which it was recommended to us by the 
Government of India. 

London, 19 January 1848. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) H. St. G. Tucker. 

J. L. Lushington. 
&c. &c. &c. 

EXTRACT Revenue Letter to Fort St. George, dated 7th March (No. 17) 1847. 

Para. 4. THE Consultations noted in the margin* contain the periodical Reports 
,furnished by Mr. Finnie of his proceedings in the Tinnevelly district, and the 
various propositions submitted by him for conducting the experimental culture 
of cotton, with the views and opinions of Dr. Wight on the subject, and of the 
final orders of Government thereon. 

5. From our resolution of t.he 10th August last, your Honourable Court will 
observe that we permitted Mr. Finnie to act as an agent for the purchllse of 
cotton. We conceded this authority, with the view of giving him the utmost 
practicable advantage in carrying in carrying on his experiment, and hoped it 
would be the means of augmenting his influence amongst the cotton gro\vers. 
We gave Mr. Finnie clearly to understand that this measure was experimental, 
and that his purchases, as an agent, were to be confined to cotton ginned and 
prepared on the American principle, as it was obvious that the object in view 
could be attained only by extending the market for cotton ,of a superior quality, 
and prepared in a superior manner. We, at the same time, instructed the acting 
colledor of Tinnevelly to communicate to us his views, after a sufficient period 
for the trial of the experiment had elapsed, as to the effect of the license to 
purchase conceded to Mr. Finnie, and especially to ascertain and report whether 
it had enabled the ryot to ohtain a better price for his cotton, and led to 
increased growth of a superior article. 

6. At a subsequent date (28th A.ugust) Mr. Finnie, in submitting his views 
on the use of cotton gins, in comparison with the thresher, requested permia"ion 
to act as a general agent for the I;lupply of the best cotton, cleaned and prepared, 
as nearly as practicable, on the American principle, and to connect himself with 
some house of agency. Being of opinion that such practical experiments as 
those proposed by Mr. FinnM should have a full and fair trial, we were induced 
to grant him the permission solicited. 

• Cons. 11 Augu~t 1846, NOB. 18-20. Cons. 1 September 1846, Nos. 11), 17. ConI. 2Z Sep
tember 1846. Nos~ B, g. Cons. 6 October 1846, Nos. 3.~. Cons. 3 November 1846, NOB. 33-36. 
Cons. 17 November 1846. Nos. z6, 'J7. Cons. 22 December 1846, NOB. 11, Ill. Cons. 5 January 
1847, Nos. 4, $, 6,7, !ZO, 'Jl. Cons. III January 1847, Nos. 7,8, 16, 17· ~ons. 9 Februa"1 1847. 
Cons. 16 February 1847. Cons. 'J March 1l!47. 
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TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 

To E. P. Thompson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. [ HAVE the honour to report, for the information olthe Most Noble the Governor in 

Council, that, 

2. J n pursuance of the plan proposed in my report, under date 26th January, 1 proceeded 
to that portion of the district which is blessed with the rain from S. W. monsoon, as soon as 
it was safe to do so after rain had fallen, which is the signdl of the dispersion of the malaria. 
which prevails during the dry weather in the neighbourhood of the hills which separate the 
Malabar and' Coromandel coasts, with the intentIOn of proving, as far as possible, the capa .. 
bibties of the large area of country thus peculiarly situated for the production of the New 
Orleans variety of cotton. With the view of brmgmg the matter immediately before, and 
.interesting the pt'ople directly in it, my first object was to induce some of the most influential 
ryots to plant an acre or two each on their own account, according to my directIOns; fOil 1 
am thoroughly convinced that the only mode of introducing substantial and lasting improve
ments in this country is by engaging the people in the operatIOn. By this means some 
permanent good may be achieved for the people, and a real indirect advantage to Govern
ment may reasonable be ~xpected to accrue. 1£ the people adopt a new, course of procedure in 
their agricultural operations, and produce tbe raw material, whether cottol), sugar, or any other 
article, it IS not only reasonable to suppose, but it IS a posItive fact, which I have tested by 
close management and strict economy fur years, that the article, whatever it may be, can be 
produced much cheapel," than any European, with all his skill and capital, can' prnduce it by 
the" neeze," or hired labour system of cultivation, in which there are mnumerable oppor~ 
tunities for peculation on the pa.~t of' all ",ho are employpd III the busines8-; and I 
know it to be impossibll;! that any article which the plains of India produce can be grown 
at a profit to the capitalist under that system, as those who'undertake it Will find to their 
cost. 

3. In case of obstinate resistance on the part of the people, I intended to procure and 
plant 30 or 60 acres myself, WIth the means available to the people, and indeed by the 
people themselves, at a fixed rate for each hoeing and each ploughing separately; but I am 
happy to say, that seelllg the readiness with which many have entered mto my views by planting 
on their own 'account, this plan was ~ltogether abandoned. 1 arrived here on the 1st mstant, 
and let the people know my object; on the 3d, some of the most respectable came to me 
for an explanatIOn on the 'subject, and expressed some doubts and fears to my ultimate 
object. They thought 1 wanted to get po!'ses~ion of their, land, and then keep it; this [ 
assured them was not the case, and that all I wanted ",as that they themselves should try 
the experiment on a tlmaU scale the first year, aDd if It succeeded, they could then mcrease 
it; and so far from wishing the land, I assured thenl that my name ShO\l]d never be written 
in the TbasIldar's books for land, if they would do 'as l' directed them. Then they urged 
the fear that as soon as GovelDment finds the new cotton will grow, additional taxes would 
be leVIed upon thelr land (! !) This I of course, assured them was not the object of Govern
ment, and should not be case; that tile object' l'-~ merely for theIr benefit. The argu
mllDts 1 adduced, and the kmd cOllclliahng top.a I obsened tOl'-ards them, at length co~ 
vinced them that 1 was sincere ill my desire to serve them, and all appeared satisfied. But 
then the difficulty of what they, should do with the new cotton If it was grown in any 
quantity here arose to their mmdll; they said there was no native markel for it, and it was 
not worth their while to ploduce an article which they could not sell, &c. &c. All these argu
ments were put forth with shrewdness and forethought on their part. ThiS last home-thrust 
I had no authority to parry or provide against, but to counteract their objections I took the 
responSIbility of telling' them, that I would find a market for all they could produce; that 
Government would not trade in the article, but that others would; and if they produced the 
quality I wanted I would take it off their hands at the real value of the article here. This 
satisfied their srruples, and theyenteled heartily into the measure, and we all went out and 
planted a httle piece of ground, ahout two aCles, which I had FeJected for the purpose, I 
sowing the seed and usmg the hoe to cover them my.self, until 1 taught them to do it; I 
took a few bu!'hes from the hedge and' ('onstructeda rude harrow, to show them that the seed 
could be cover. d more expeditiOusly ill that way, which they perfectly well understood. 
They expressed their surprIse that a :,!el'llieman should work as I dId, and \\ere anxious to 
relieve me of the labour; but I told them we would all wOIk together. which delighted them 
much, and they sowed the seed and covered th~m as I directed, until tbe land waiJ all 
planted. They were all well pleas~d, and insisted upon my goin~ 10 s~e the land they intended 
to plllnt, II) wblch I leadlly cOhsented, anq we set out walkmg through the fields, Ihe party 
increasmg 1ll numbers as we went, unbl it. con-isted of 60 or 60 peol.Ie, aU anxIous to 
adopt the new plan, and asked for seed. Some, who hved out of the mBuence of the S. 'Yo 
monsoon, said they would pllnt whE'n their rains set in; all to(lk a few ~ee<.l to plant about 
their hou-e~. until they could prepale the land for sowing more. Some said they Ylould plant 
lar!l.ely. bUI I explained that it was a mere experiment, and \\e could not tell how It would 
suc~eed, and told them thfy hlld better content thtmselves l'-Ith a little until they saw how 
felr It was h\..ely to relilise their hopes. This caution increastd their confidence, and they 
went to work tv prepare land,'but the rain was incessant until a few days ago, which pre
vented rapid progless in the bustness; one mlln haS', howe\er, planted two small fields, and 
othtls lepOit that thell~ wdl be ready to-moI1'Ow. 
2~6-Sess. 2. N N 4. These 
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4. These measures, I think, are likely to result beneficialiy; at least they will give the' 
expeliment a fair trial, and at but little cost to Government. The only way we can realise 
OUI" hopes of denvmg any'permanent good from experiments of this kmd, IS by imtructirg 

,the people In tbe essential particulars, to be modified to suil their peculiar condition. To 
attempt to furce at once upon the people of tins I'ountry the SLlence of England and 
America, is like transplanting the spices, and other tlopical products which grow luxurianlly 
in their own peculiarly mild and gemal clime, to the HI/Zhlands of Scotland. The object 
in view, 10 either case, would be defeated. But thou!1:h the e10Te and nutmeg' could nenr' 
be acclimated to tlle Highlands, yet thd people of India may be brought to apprl'ciate and 

,ultimately to adopt a course which will increase their resources, but may stili be considered 
very unscientific by the votaries of science, who laud to the skies their alkaliS, Falts, and 
ammoma, injected by galvanism, magnetism, or mesmelism, or some other equally efficacious 

\
" ism," Without reflectmg for a moment upon the cost of these, in their estimation, esst'ntials 
to scientific agriculture. 

s. As I understand the word science, when applied to agriculture, it is the science of 
applying the means at our command in such way as to insure the largest return 011 the 
amou,nt invested, whether small or great. 

6. Innumerable as are the advantages which the cotton planters of America have deTind 
from the improvements in the cultivation of the ~reat staple of the south, which has enabled 
them to more than quadruple the quantity of produce per acre within the lalit 15 or 20 years; 
and, notwithl:1tllnding the vast experIence in the cultivation of the valuable article, there IS 

a great difference of opmion among its most successful cultivators as til certain practices and 
modes of procedure. But while a careful analysis of the numerous successful experi
ments that have been made would show many points of difference, it would also show that 
all agree in certam particulars. Now, if such an analysis were made, the particulars in the 
mode of culture, in which all reports of great crops agree, might philosophically be taken 
as the essential points, and the pal ticulars III which they disagree as the less essential. The 
great object of the planter who embarks his capital in agricultural operations, who depends 
upon the produce of the earth, is not only to insure a comfortable subsistence, but also 
the profil$ upon his lDvesture; consequently it must not enter into our vlans to mystify and 
confound the people of thIs country by theories beyond their comprehension, but to place 
the matter before them in a plain, unmIstakable, common-sense manner. We may not 
teach'them to cultivate so scien6fically as we do, but still we may aid them to such a 
degree that they will realise much more than we can on the capital invested. 

7. If the experiments now commencing prove successful, the people will speedily adopt 
it in the whole area of country which gets the benefit or the S. W. monsoon, and 
gradually those who cultivate the common article in the country which has not that 
advantage, will, it I§ hoped, adopt the new mode of sowing in rows, to enable them to cul
tivate it better, by admittmg a. plough between them. If it falls after a fair trial, ,then 
we may give-up all efiorts as to the introduction of the New Orleans cotton III this 
part of the country, and If it succeeds in the hands of the people, all will be benefited; 
if it fails in., their hands, It is no unimportant conSideration that it cost Government nothmg 
further than my supermtendence, and the people themselves will take cart" that they do no~ 
lose by it. 

S. ~y impatience at the slowness of the people, and my anxiety to see the work advance 
rapidly, sotnetimes almost gets the better of my discretIOn; but my plans a.re fixed, and I 
shall persevere in them. 

9. J have entered into details, that Government JPay:-see 'at a glance all that has been 
done and all that IS hkely to be accomplished. , 

10. I think it "ould be well if some cottpn"~as planted in the way I have adopted ht're, 
Jill along the foot of the hills, ,wherever P96ple could be fimnd wdling to try it on llielr own 
account, all the way to CC)lmbatore i and I have thoul!"ht of proceeding on a tour in that 
direction 'Il-S soon as I can h~ave here 'WIthout injury to the "ork now III hand, with a view 
of consultmO' With Dr. Wight, and ell citing his co-operatIOn in the plan, which I am sure he 
would readily acpede to. By this course we might, in a comparatively ShOlt time, greatly 
extend th/:l cqltiva,tion of th(l artld~'which is so much desired. 

11. 1 cannot close this report without recording the many obJig-ations I am under to Mr. 
Parker, the acting collector, (or his hearty co-operatIOn in affording me the asslst:lIlCe which 
I 'require without enforcing his authority, which 1 do not. require. His subordmates, too, 
as usual, entering illtQ the spirit of their Buperior, readdy render me all the assistance 
~hey can. . 

12. The cotton Which :.vas planted OQ Ute 3d and l~th instant is up and growing most 
beautifully. 

, 13. I hope these proceedipgs will meet the 'approbation of'Government. 

(signed) F. J. Finnie, 
Camp. CoultaIlum~ Cotton Plantcr. 

~p Jl1ne 1846. 
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(No. 2682 of 1846.)-TerritOlial Department, Revenue. Madra .. 

To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your. letter, No. oii16, dated the 7th ultimo, to the 

address of Mr. ~.ecretary Townsend, transmlttmg copy of a correspondence witb l\1r. Finnie, 
one of the Amencan cotton planters employed under the Madras Government, and reql1est
in'" to be ioformed if the plantels under this Plesidency are permitted to engage in private 
co':nmercial tralll<actions in the mode referred to by Mr. Finnie, I am' directed by the 
HOMurable the Governor in Council to state for the information of the Most Noble the 
Governor in Council, that such permission was accorded to Mr. Simpson, a cotton plante!" 
employf'd in the collectorate of Candeish, under the circumstances explained in the accom
panying extracts of documents quoted in the margln,- to which I am directed to request 
you Will draw the attention of the Most Noble the Guvernor in Council, as indicative of 
the view!' of this Government in granting the permission. , 

(signed) 
Bombay Castle, 

27 June 1846. 

R. K. Pling/e, 
Chief :Secretary. 

EXTRACT of a Memorandum flom Mr. Simpson, Government Cotton Planter, dated 
4 November 1845, of Points on which be wished to obtain the Orders of Government. 

Para. 7. THAT I may have the privilege of purchasing cotton for any mercantile house in 
Bombay, whenever I may be able to do so without prejudice to the public service, and to 
do whatever 10 my opinion may tend to Improve and encourage colton culture in this 
Presidency. 

EXTRACT ofa Letter from Government to the Revenue Commissioner, N.D., dated 
22 November 1845, No. 5518. 

Para. 14. ON .Mr. Simpson's lasl propositions, that he be allowed to purchase cotton fol" 
any mercantile house in .Bombay, the only question which arises to his Honor jn Council 
is, whether his doing so will forward or retard the experiment placed under him. His 
Honor in CounCil is disposed to thmk that it will have the former effect, for it is very 
desirable to create for the planters as great an influence as possible with the cotton growers. 
If they could become eXlensive purchasers, their suggestions would be more readily attended 
to than if they appeared merely as recommending abstractedly new modes of culture or 
preparation. But if tbe gins bE' found to apswer, his Honor in Council thinks that it 
should be a condition, if the plantel·" become mercantile agents, that their purchases 
should be confined solely to cotton prepared by this machine, as It would obviously be of no 
service to the experIment if they merely purchased for their employers the dIrty, ill-prepareli 
cotton of the country. 

(True extracts.) 

(signed) R. K. Prin.qle, 
Chief Secretary to Governml'nt. 

(No. 829.}-Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 10 August 1846. 

READ again, letter from Mr. Finnie, cotton planter at Tinnevelly, 'dated 16 April, and 
recorded in Diary to Consultation, 12 May 1846. 

Read also, the following letters:-

From Mr. Finnie, cotton planter at Tinnevelly. 
[Here enter 20 June 1846.] 

From the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 
[Here enter 27 June 1846, No. 2682.] 

Para. 1. The Mo~t Noble the Governor in Council has read with much satisfaction, Mr. 
Finnie's report of his proceedings and their present results in Tinnevelly. He entirely 
concurs in the view there exprelosed of the necessity of mducmg the people tllems{-Ive .. to 
co-operate in the experiment; and of so conductiug it that jt may be withm the reach of 
their present means and capital. 

2. If 

• Extract para. 7. of memorial from Mr. Simpson. dated 4 No\'tmber 1845. Extract para. 1<h 
ofGovernmenl letter to Revenue Commissioner, N. D .• daled ;Z~ November 1845. 
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2. If this object is steadily and practically pnr .. ued, his' Lordship in Council cannot doubt 
of ultimate success, though the progress of Improvement must be, in the firit instance slow 
lie ~pproves of the course pu~sued ,by M~. Finnie, and will be de'1iIQu:4 of rrceivil1g f~1l and 
partlculal' details ot the quantIty and quahty of the cotton r~ised under the improved system 
of culture. as compared with the growtb on land cultivated In the usunl na.tive method. 

, 3; Reren:iD~ to the communication of the 16th April last. his Lordship in Council autho-
rises Mr, FlOwe to' act a~ ~n agent f?r t,he purchase of cott~n. ThiS authority is now con
c~ed. wI,th the vle,w of glVlng ~I· •. FJl~Dle- t,he lltrno~t practicable advant.IO'e In carrying on 
hIS expel'1lnene; and hiS Lordship In Council trusts It Will be the means of auO'mentillU' his 
influence amongst the cottOll Stowers. Mr. Finnie Will dearly tlllJeutand that"the me;sure 
is an experiment.tJ one, an~ hiS pu.rc~ases as !In. a!!;en~ are to be confined to cotton gInned 
and prepared oq the ~eneaJ) pr!nclple; as It IS obvIOUS that the object the Government 
have 1n new ~an be att~med only by extendmg the market for cotton of a superior quality, 
and prt'pared lR' a superIor manner. 

4. Hi~ Lordship. in Council a~o !esolves to jnstruc~ the a~ting collector of Tinnevelly to 
commUnicate to Government hiS Views, after a sufticlent perIod for the trial of the expfri
ment has elapsed, as to t~e effect of the lIcense ~ow given to Mr. Finnie to purchase; and 
he will es-feclally ascertam and report whether It has enabled the ryot to obtain a better 
pflce for IllS cotton, and led to an increased growth of a supel'ior article, 

prdere4, That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded 10 Mr. Finnie and to Dr. 
" Ight, and that an. extract of paras~ 3 and 4 be transmitted to the,Board of Revenue for 
communication to the acting coIIector of Tinnevclly. . 

(si$ntd} J. F. T1Ulmos, 
Chief Secretary 10 Government. 

From Surgeon' R. Wi9ltt, Superintendent Cotton Farms, COimbatore, to E. P. Thompson. Esq. 
Secretary to Govelnment, Fort St. George. 

Sir; 
IN the 9th para. of my letter of the 14th May 1846, adverting to Miuutes of Consultation, 

No. 154,. under date 3 February 11:'46, I mentioned that when 1 had succeeded in proVidlR1J' 
Mr. Finnie with three saw gin':!, [would direct 111m to use aU pOSSible dlligence ill aid in: 
me tow;lI'ds complying wilh the call of the Honourable Court of Directors, for 6,000 o~ 
6,000 baleR of saw gin-cleaned native cotton. Since then t.he third gin hilS been dispatched, 
and' I have had an opportunity of conversing With Mr. Finnie on the subject, uplalDing the 
Court's views in the 'matter, and IIlformin~ hill! thu.t, in accordance wilh the plan proposed 
in that paragrapli. I should. with the sanction of the Most Noble the Governor in CounCil, 
se~d him the "e'lllisite instructions as to the manner I thought he cOllld be'it aid in carrvln'" 
into effect the wls}}es of the Conrt.' • I) 

2. My present object III writing IS to obtain that sanction; and, ill the event of ils bemlJ' 
!!;Tanted~ to sue.gest. the propriety of instructmg the collector of the 'fmnevelly dlStl ict t~ 
supply the funds necessary for purchasing seed cotton with whIch to keep hi:f gin~ at WOI k. 

3. As being intimately connected with this subject, though apparently not contemplated 
by the Court when 'preparing Its instructIons, I may mention that It is a common practice 
for native dealers. to mix inferior qualities of cotton With th~ better sorts to enabl~ Ibem in 
their dealings with European merchants to obtam higher profits. Owin~ to thiS' proceedmg, 
very-few samples of the really fine qualities of native cotton reach the English market, and 
we ale consequently ignorant of the average pnces such cottons would reah<;e. 

4. Under this conviction, it OCl'UIS to me that advantage might be beneficially taken of 
the present opporlumty to have that question sntisfactorily answered by the purchase of 400 
or 500 bales of the best churka-cIeaned native cotton. This, after being passed through our 
thresher to remove sand and other impurities, which we find usually amounts to from 3 to 4 
per cent~ could be baled and sent home under distinct \narks to try, on a sufficiently large 
scale, th; advanta~es to bj' derl\'ed from this proceeding. 

s. Should his Lordship m Council not deem himself authorised to cepart so far from the 
letter of the Court's instructions, I trust I shall be excused for taking the Iibmy of su~gest
ing for his favoUi able conSideration the propriety of sohciting the Court's instru{ tions 011 this 
proposal. ' • 

(signed) Rt. Wi9ht, Surgeon, 
Coimhatorf', 28 July 1846. Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

(No. 875.) 
EXTRACT from the Mmutes of Consultation, under date the 28th August ]846. 

REA.D the followlDg letter from Dr. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Colmbatore. 
[Here entf'''' 28 July-1846.] 

THE Most Noble the Governor in Council approves of the proEosiCion communicated In 
the foregoing letter. and resolves to furnish 8 copy of the same to Mr. Fin!Ue, with instruc

- -tklDS 
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tions to affOl'd Dr., Wight tbe aid he requires for meeting the orders of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, tor the supply of five or six thousand bales of saw gin-cleaned cotton. 

The collectors of TlDnevelly and Madura Will likewise be furDlshed with copies of the 
same communication, and desired to assist Mr. Finnie in the performance of this and all 
his duties as an agent of the Government. 

(~igned) E. P. Thompson, 
~ecretary to Government. 

To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief SecrEtary to GovernJl!.ent. 'Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. DR.. WIGHT baving informed me verbally that he should require my assistance in pro

curing the quantum of indi~enous ginned cotton \\.hiC'.h the Honourable Court of Directors 
have ordered to be sent to hngland this year, in order to test its value in the market, in 
antiCipation of th~ official orders to that effect, I have the honour to inform Government 
that the cotton season IS now so nearly over that but II small quantity of cotton ill the seed ' 
can be obtained, unless we happen to find some stored up by the chittJes. 

2. In lieu of glOned cotton I would respectfully suggest that 100 bales of the bf'st cotton 
be purchased, and the tra!!h separated from it by the thresher, one of which I have; f am 
convinced that the article will be betttr adapted for the English market by that pro(.'fSS 
than if It was ginned, and the'thresher can be worked infinitely cheaper than the gms. It 
does more work; can be used for II. longer time during tht' season; we avoid all trouble with 
the seed, the carJ'iage on which is most expensive, and the toss on the resale of the seed 
immense. I am sure that, had the Honourable Court been aware of the thresher as a cotton
cleanmg instrument, they would bave ordered some cotton thus cleaned to be sent also, 
and 1 hope the Mo!.t Noble the Governor in Council will be pleased to order such a quantity 
as he thinks light, to be purchased and prepared as proposed. This will test the relative 
advantages of the gin and thresher for cleaning cotton in this country. 

3. I secured the thresher"above alluded to, it being the only one for sale in the COUlI.try; 
but as Government intends to supply the machinery to carry out the experiment, I shall be 

• willing to transfer It at cost. 

~. Thf're is a small American hand gin made by Mr. Idler, of Philadelphia, to my order, 
expreFcly for the Indian cotton. The American-made gins have been found to work at 
less expense of labour, and turn out almost double the quantity of cotton which those made 
in England can accomphsh. It would be a good model for the manufacture of the 
machines hel'e if they are genelally introduced; and if C"rovemment is disposed to take it, I 
shall be happy to order it from the mf'rchants in whose hands it IS at Caleutta. 

5. As my operations must necessarily extend to tIle Madura district, that being the 
centre of the cotton relZion, I respectfully suggest that the collector them, be requested to 
afford me sllch aId as I may requIre at his hands, which is hut httle further than the 
confidence, the people feel iu what I tell them, when they are aware that J am supported by 
the authOrities. 

(sigr.ed) To J. Fi1J,lIie, 
Camp, Calookoomalay, Cotton Planter. 

IS August 1846. 

(No. 943.)-Revenue DepartDlent. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under dat~ the 16th September 1546. 

READ the followiug letter from Mr. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter: 

[Here enter 15 August 1846, No. 931.] 

THE Most Noble the Governor in Council observes With reference to par .. , 2 of the fore
going letter from Mr. Finnie, that Dr. Wight, in his communication of the 28th July last, 
suggested the purchase of four or five hundred bales of the best churka-cleaned native 
cotton, to be subjected to the process of the thresher, then baled and sent to Enaland \\ ith 
the view of ascertaining the advantae:t!s to be derived from this DruceedinO" " , 

.... "" .. o· 

2. His ~ordship ~ CounCIl being of opmion that by such experiments the Honourable 
Court of Directors ":l~l have the means of estimating the real value of Indian cotton, ap"
proves ot the propOSition, and resolves to ,sanc~oll the purchase of the quantity proposed by 
Dr. '~Ig~t. ,As, however, the ,cotton se,ason IS reported to be nearly over in Tinnevf'lIy, 
Mr. FIDDle "ill be pleased to aId Dr. Wight in the purchase now autllorised. . 

3. Mr. Finnie's letter will be communicated with tbe above orders for the information and 
guidance of Dr. Wight, and that officer will be further requested to submit his opinion on 
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the proposition of Mr. Finnie to transfer to Government his thresher and hand gin statio'" 
distInctly if the purchase be desirable at the value required. ' " 

4. It is observfd tha~, by the orders of Government dated 28th August 11l46, No. 875, 
both the collectors ofTmnevelly and-Madura have been instructed to aid MI'. Fmuie. 

(signed) B. P. Thompson, 
Secretary to Government. 

, 'fo J. J? .. Thomas, Esq" Chief Secretary to Government, Port St. George. 

\ 
Sil, 

. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofan extract f1'om the Minutes of Con: 
9u!ta~lOn, No. 82,9, under date 10th August 1846, from which I t~ioice to learn tllat the 
prm:lple f?r w~lch I ,have so loog contended, of combining a pTlvate agency With my 
officIal duties, wlth a view to facIlitate the success of the expel'iment in which I am en<ra"'ed, 
is sanctioned. " <) 

, 2. I regret, ~owever, that his Lordship in Council confines me so positively to the" cotton 
gmned and plepared on the Americaq principle," which I am sure was dictated in the most 
liberal spirit, but l think With erroneous views regardin<r the practical WOI kin'" of the 
scheme; and I feel convinced that it only requires to be "brou"'lit to his Lordship's notice 
to ha,ve the plan so modified and extended, as to embrace ~ wider field of opel ations 
conducted upon prmciples which are better SUIted to the condition of the peopre amon'" 
whom and for whose benefit the experiment was instituted. ., 

3. It may be recollected that in the 15th para. of lVY first report, dated 24th Januuy 
1845, I entered mto some details regarding the relative advantages of the saw-gin in Amel'ica. 
and this cOllntI'Y, and the conclusion was, that ho.."ever advantageous it was to the former, 
it was far Irom promising equally beneficial results to the latter; arising, however, solely 
from the paucity of labouring population in the one, and the liuperabundance in the other, 
together With the difficulty and length of time it must necessarily require to change the 
Jlabits and modes of the people, wedded as they have ever been tCD established rules whether 
liight or Wrotlg, whether at variance wuh philosophical principles as understood by us, or 
involving the most egregious errors in the pl~inest and most commonplace affairs of their 
every tlay life. 

4, I shall not wage a war of extermination upon the gin; it will be well to continue the 
use of the instrument, with the hope of gradually bringmg it into use among the ~eople ; 
but my object IS to induce the Government to extend the plan which is now so liberally 
Ranctitmed~ in order that the benefits arising from our operations may be sooner felt by the 
increac;ed facility of securing a superior article at the least possible cost to the merchant, 
whose profit in the present $tate~ of the market arises solely flom the saving in exchange, 
and 'too often lately has it been the case that losses llave been sustailled instead of gains 
oe:ng realised ~y the transaction. 

5. As mentioned in my report, the gin is slow in operation, and when \\olked by us as 
Government sen ants or as merchants, invoives us in expensive management; in the seed, 
which we must purchase 'with the fibre at the same rate that both might be procured for 
separate; in loss in the resale of the seed, and endless peculation on the part of the subordi .. 
nates of the establishment; and in the expense of carriage on a heavy article, all (If which 
would be saved if the people worked tile gm on theIr own account. Therj:fore, let my 
operations as a Government servant be con~inued as commenced, In endeavourin~ to induce 
the people to cultivate bettel' and to adopt the use of the machine, as they may discover its 
advantages, which they may do gradually; but a long time, must elapse before the machinery 
WIll be so extensively used as to affect the markel, or give a stimulant to trade. Indeed" I 
think that unless other employment is found for tho~e who now employ themselves IR 

separating the seed from the cotton; tlie gins will ever find no mean compe;ition in. the old 
women, who at first maywrlllg their hands, and cry" My occupatIOn's gone! but ~11l grind 
away on their simple I, churka," and in the end beat Government all hollow With all the 
machinel'y it can brmg into operation. I shall be told, 'in reference to tIllS, that the sal~e 
argument was used on the adoption of machinery in England, or steam-boats on the OhiO 
and Mississippi rivers; but it must be recollected that there is a vast difference in the resources 
of the countries for' new employmenf, as well as in the race of people, for adaptmg them
selves lo'new situations in life, Besides, in Ellgland the people affected had no ~ontrol 
over the raw material, as ('otton for instance; but here the people have t~e material ~e 
want to operate upon in theIr own hands, and will not let us holve it unlei!s w~ pay a price 
that would enable thenl to make just as much without the labour of separatl!1g the se~, 
as they would realise if they performed the labour: and m America, in the Colse of the mulb
plication of steamers, the people who had the produce to ship soon found they could se~d 
it off on a steamboat and accompany it themselves, if necessary, hasten it to market, se~llt, 
and I'eturn home soon to .their business. They thus saved time, which they converted mto 
money by their ,:xel'tions to .. ~ake more produce. , TI~e st~mboats proved an a~vant!1ge to 
them, and they gave up their old system of floatmg then produce down the ll!er 10 flat 
btlals, which occupied time, which to them is ~lOney. Convince the people ofJhl6 c?un~y_ ' 
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'"Of the value of time, and open up profitable resources of employment to them; teach them 
to live provldcntly and become respectable citizens, and when all are so well employed 
.that they cannot afford to .. chulka" cotton, then give them the gin; then, and not till then, 
will it be profitable to them. 

6. • It must be recollected that a gin, suclt as we Itave ltere, will only separate the seedfrom 
750 lbs. of " cupas ,. (seed cotion) a day: of this quantity about five-eigltths will be seed and 

.three-eighths cotton, or about 2771bs. of clean cotton at a cost of Rs.1. 14.8. per diem for 
labour, at which rate a gin would clean, in a month of 26 working days, 7,202, at a cost of 
RS.57. 8. (as we must pay the coolies for Sundays), besides superintenrle1/ce tlnd original 

. capital. Tlte ginning season huts only about three months: the crop of Tinnevelly is about 
25,112,000 lbs. and 1could require 3,485 gins to separate the leed from the staple, givinfl.. em
ployment to 45,305 strong labouring men, at a C04t of Rs. 5,97,162. 8. The people now do the 
work tltemselves witT lOut this capital and cost. But to confine ",yself to my agency. Suppo!e 
I received an order for 5,000 candies, not a very large year's operation in cotton, 1 should Itav,e 
to employ 347 gins at a cost ofRs. 59,857 fllr labour alone to separate the seed from thefitre, 
.independent of tIle cost oj the-machinery, the management by subordinate agents, the 108.~ by 
'peculation, tlte loss and trouble with the seed, ~jc. ~'c. S'c. 

7. I am much obliged to Government for the boon so kindly confelfed l!pOn me, but I 
shall certainly never avail myself of it on these terms. 

8. But there is a means by which we may prepare the article equally well, though not 
,precisely" upon the American principle," that will ensure the supellor quahty as far as 
cleanliness is concerned, which it is our object to get; and which will, by faCilitating the 
trade, enable merchants to deal more extensively in the article, givt' a stm.\ulant to the 
-cultivators, and thereby render them a real and lasting benefit. 

9. In the 16th para. of my report I alluded to the thre5her as a substitute fur, the gin; 
that maeltine has been found to do well: it dues "ot injure the slaple, separates the dirt 
arid traskfrom the cotton effectually, and saves us all trouble with tlte seed, aml tlte article 
so cleal/ed ',as bee" approved of by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce; and if I ever 
f"tablish an a.qenelJ here on my own account it wzll be the instrument I sltould prefer, and 
I trrutt that the 1\Iost Noble the Governor will be pleased to add to the pnvileO'e 
_already granted me, that of acting as a general agent for the supply of the best arti~le 
of' cotton cleaned and prepared, as neDI' as is practicable in this country, upon the 
American principle, and allow me to connect myself with some house or huuses of 
agency, that the pl'lIJ may be brought into immediate active operation, instead of dragging 
nn until I could establish a. busmess connexioll sufficient to prosecute a profitaLle business. 
Indeed, It is almost impossible to accomplish the object JI1 "iew ~i~connected \~lth the 
merchants, who reciprocate lavours With their corlespondents in the diflerent markets, and 
.facilitate commercial exchange. 1t is impossible for an Isolated individual to tr;tde in 
cotton now; he' must pay the merchant's commi:;slon for which he gets nothlllg'in return-; 
lIe must pay the exchange on his money, as he cannot take goods in payment. &c. 'fo 
.enumerate aU the advantages accruing from such an arrangement would be tedious. I can 
a.sure Government that. so fllr from the official duties entJusted to me bem~ neglected, it 
'Would only stimulate me to exerliun, as then I should see some hope of doing some good, 
and accompJishmg the objE'ct fOl' which I am employed; but merely to look after a patch 
of cotton here and there without the means of dfermg the people the inducement they 
.l'ec;luire to comply With my wishes, appears to ml:' a. great wa .. te of enerb"Y and ttme that 
nught be better employed III connexion With the great object m view. 

10. t dOllbt. not that were I to represent to Government that great things could be 
done, that great benefit would result to the people and the Government by prosecuting the 
'Work of ginning cotton, large sums woufd be appr"pria!ed to that purpose; but I know 
well th~t it ,\ould l~ad to ultimate disappointment, and I, have too much I'egal'd for my 
l.'eputahon as a busmess man to make any such representation, or to allow the Government 
I serve to run blindly into a scheme of operations which must be attended with great 
~xpense and no earthly benefit. I' have discharged my duty in representmg c.mdidly and 
'Pluinly, but positively, the tl'ue st1l.te ol'the case, which will not, I trllst, render the com
municatIOn less palatable. 

11. I trust the Most Noble the Governor in Council will give the matter his seripus 
.conslderation; and if I am aHowed to carlyon the work on a plan whIch ~eems to me to 
afford a. l'Casonable hope of su'ccess, I shall gladly conduct the experiment to as successful 
an issue as circumstances will admit. But if I must prosecute a plan of operation which 
1 know to be based in error, I must be relieved flf all responsibllltv as to its ultimate 
I'csults. If Gl\vernment wish it, I can build fine bouses, erect eXl'en .. rve machinery which 
would « astonish the natives j" uut the responsibility for the diffclence between the debtor 

-and creditor sides of the account current must be taken off mv shouldel's. On the other 
h,lQd, if 1 am allowed to pursue my own economical course, I shall accomplish much more 

at 

.. '1 hiS ~ara. is l'~inte~ in Italics, being corrected by the substitution of anotl.er, which was again 
.correct~d In 1\1r. flDme s leiters of 9 October 1846, and 24 february 1848, at pal!es 2;0 and 27' 
1'e~ptctlvely. ~ 

t Thil"ura. is" corrected in the latter of Mr. FlOnic'. lettefS. referred to in the precedi~ note. Sat: 
Ipage vi~. ;) ~ .. ~. ~ 
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. at a very trifling expE'nse to Government than could be elfect.ed bv the enormous outlay 
which the exclusive ginning system Will involve. • . ~ 

12. The objections to the gin .only applies to the peculial' clrcu~stances of thill val t of. 
the country. In other parts, with fertile lands and a thin population, it will answer the 
purpose well. 

~3. There are Olher 6Iubjects conne.cted wit? the improvement of this part of the cOUlltry 
whlch I shall take an early opportunity to brmg to the notice of Government. ' .. -

Camp, Palamcottah, (signed)' T. J. Filinie, Cotton Planter. 
28 August 1846. 

,MINUTE. 

I THINK it of the greatest importance that every mean~ should be used which do not 
involve a heavy outlay and charge upon the Government to introduce the cotton of thili 
country at a remunerating price mto the Briti'lh market, alld I' would give such practical 
experiments as those PI'oposed by Mr. Fmnie a full and fcur trial. 

Mr. Finnie's general views appear to me sound, and calculated to forward the' great 
object in view, It 1S not by an expensive Government estabhshment, "itb a process 
wholly torei~n to and beyond the means of the native cultivators, but by cheap procelOses, 
and by leadmg on the people gradually to a knowledge of theIr own mterest lD tbe inl
J>rovement either of the raw produce, or in iti preparation lor the home market, that the 
Govel'llment can look. fOJ: the desired result. 

(signed) Tweeddale. 
Ootacamulld, 21 SeptelllMr 1846. 

To E. P. Thompson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
HAVING discoverrd an errol' in my estimate regarding the number of' gins re<J,uired for 

a given quantity of 'Work and the cost of doing the work, in my letter to the Chief Secre
tary dated 28th August 1846, I have the honour to reque~t you will be good enough to 
correct the errors. J send the Sixth paragraph corrected, which I hope you will substitute 
for the original. I regret the error has occurred. It arose from inadvertently Illakinl! the 
estimate C!f the work done in one month the basis of the calculations for three months, 
which of course just trebled the expeol!e, which is in itself sufficiently large to justily 
my remarks upon the impractic Ibility of the use of the gin by hand, which Will be fully 
,dwelt upon in my next report. 

Can1il, Seevacausey, 
9 October 1846. 

(signed) T. J. Finnit, 
Cotton Planter. 

Extract from Mr." Hllnie's Report of 28 August 1846, I'orrected. 

Para. 6.* It must he recollected that a Din. s~ch as we have here, will only separate tlte seell 
from 7:>0 los. of" tupas" (seed clltton) ada!!; 0/ t}1.I8 quantity aboutjive-eighths will he seed, and 
three-eiohths cOttOIi. or aoout 277 '!JII. of clean cotton, at a cost of rupee (I. 14. 8.) one, willa, 
fourteen. al1dpies eif!,ht per diell1,fol' laoour, at whick rate a gin would clean in onemontlt of26 
working days 7,202 (It a cost of rupees'(67. 8.)fifty-seven, and alina, eight (a, we must pay 
Jke. coolies jor Sundays), besides sllperintendem;e alld ofoigillQ,1 capital for machinery, !f'c. Tile 
ginlling season lasts on(1/ about three months. A gin IU that tIme would dean 21,606 Zhs., at 
a cost of rupees (l72. 8) olle hundred and sevellty-two alld annas eiont. The crop tff Tin
nevelly is about 25,112,000 Zhs., alld uould require 1,162 gins to separate the leedftom the 
staple, glvillO em~l"yment to 15,106 strano labourillfJ men, at a cost of rupee, (1,99,054. 2. 8.) 
one lac, ninety-nme thousand andfifly-Jollr, annas tICO, and pies eight. The people 1/1)W do 
the IDOlh, themselves, Without this capital and cost. But to coriftne myself to my agency. 
Suppose I received all order for 5,000 candies, 1Iot a very large year', operatiun ill cotton, I 
should have tIl employ 116 gillS, at a cost of rupees (19.952. ii. 4.) lIilleteeil thousalld "if/(: 
hundred and fifty-two, allnasjive. fJ1ld pies four, fur labour alolle, to separate the seed frIJm 
the fibre, f71dependent "r the cent of the ,naC/tinery. the malloocment by subordillate oOfnts, 
the 10lshy peculation, the losli and trouble with the seed, l!c. !f'c. _ 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

• A thud ver~ion is substituted for this paragraph by Mr. Finnie', letter of ~ ... February·18 .. 8~ 
See page 271. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTrON'IN INDIA. 

(No. 1088 )-Revenue Depal·tment. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 2d November 1846. 

READ the following papers: 

From Mr. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter. 
[Here enter 28 August 1846, No. 10G3.] 

Minute by the Moc;t Noble the President. • 
(Here enter 21st September 1846, No. 1064.] 

From MI'. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter. 
[Here enter 9th October 1846, No. 1126.] 

IT is of the "'reatest importance that every means should be ul'ed, not involving a heavy 
outlay, to introduce the cottons of India at a remunerating price into the BI'ltish market, 
lind the Governor in Council being of opinion that such practical experiments as those 
proposf'd-by Mr. Finnie should have a full and fllir trial, i. pleased to grant the pel'ml9!110n 
iSoliclted by Mr. Finnie in-para. 9 of hilt letter ot' the 28th August last, to act as general 
agent fOI' the supply of ,cotton, and tl) connect himself for that purpose with allY "r the 
houses of agency. 

Mr, Finnie's observations" on ginning cotton will be referred to Dr. Wight and Mr. 
Petrie for any remal'ks they may deSire to make, and for their opinion generally on the 
,'elative advantage of employing the gin or the thresher in the cleaning and preparattM or 
native cotton. 

(signed) E.' P. ThomPIOll, 
Secretary to GOVEl'Dment •. 

From T.. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, Tinnevelly, to Sir lJenry e. MOlltgome1']j, Bart., 
, OffiCiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

ffi~ • 
I HAVE more accurate data now than I had when I wrote the letters dated the 26th of 

January aud 28th August 1846, regarding the_-capability of the gins, and I have the honour 
to request you will be good enough to place the euclosed remarks on record as a substitute 
for, the corresponding paras. in the letters to which they refer. You will observe that 
71)01bs. of seeu cotton is allsumed to be the maximum which a gin will clean in a day, 
This considerably exceeds the actual work of the gins we have here, as shown in the tabular 
statement also enclosed for record in your office for future reference. I shall try various 
expel'IDlent" durmg the approaching cotton ~eason as accurately as possible, and shall 
unhesitatmgly correct any error pro or con which I may discover. 

(sig~ed) Thomas James Finllie, 
Pa~amcotta. 24 Febronry 1848. Cotton Planter.· 

To be substituted for the llriginal16th para. of a letter dated 26th January 1846: 
Para.16.t 'Vhat we waut is a machme "hich will clean the dirt and trash out of the cotton, 

before the people 'have separated the seed from it in tbeir rude way. We will endeavour 
to induce them to pay attention to cleanliness in the gathering plOcess in the field, whICh 
will free the r.taple from much of the trash and rotten locks w hlcb now so much deteriorates 
It, whl('h will be a great point gained. The thresher seems well adapted for that purpo~e, 
and Will, in conlle'{ion with the cburka and gin, If found practicable, ac~omplisb much; but 
all available ingenUIty will be exerted to invent a better machme. I have one of these 
threshels coming from Cah::utta, which I shall put to work in the distlicl. As an auxiliary, 
I would inSist upon having the gins, as the same machinery which moved the tllJesher 
would answer for them; the same houses would also answer the- double purpose. We 
could use the gins when we found we could do Sll to advantage, and then the thresher, 
which could be kept at work during the whole cotton season. I have written to Dr. 
Wight f<ill' three hand gins; I wish to tly if the people will patronise them upon the toll 
system. 

To be substituted for the original 6th and 9th pal as. of a letter dated 28th .Aul!,ust 1846: 

II. 
l\Iadras. 

Pal a 6,t It must be recollected that a gin, such as we have here, will only separate the oleed -t See page !Z6g. 
fr')m 750 lbs. of" cllpas" (seed cotton) a day; of thiS quantilY about 78 per (ent. will 
be seed, and 22 per cent. cottt.n, 01' 165 Ibs: of clean Calton, at a cnst of rupees (2. 7.) 
two, and annas seyen per dlelll lor lahour, at whit h rate a gin would clean in a month of 
twenty-six working days, 4,290 pounds, at a cost of rupees (63.6.) sixty-three, and annas 
six, besides supenntendence and original capital for machinery, &c. The glDnm~ season 
lasts about four months, ill which tllne one gin would clean 17,160 Ibs. of pure ('otton, at 
a cost ofrul'ees (253. 8.) two hundled and fifty-three, and annas eight, at \\hich rate 5,000 

candies, 

• Paras. !l to ,5 or letter, dated 
9 October 1846• 

206-Sess. 2. , ~ 

28 August 1846; as also para. 6, as corrected by letter, 
e t See ParI. Paper, No. 439 of 8esB. 1844, page 419-

004 
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candie,s, not a very large year's operation in cOlton,'~iIl requira one hu~dred and Corty-
six· ~IDS at a cost the sum of rupees (36,927 1.4.) thuty-slx thousand nme hundred 8:1d. 

twenty-se~en, anna one, and pies fOUl, or rupees (7. 6. 2.) seven, anna" six, and pies two 
per candy of SOOlbs., and employ (I,SG8) one thousand eighL hundred and mncty-einht 
able-bodIed men alone to separate the seed from the fibl'e, and as above staled, independ~nt 
of the cost of the machinery, the management by subordinate agents, the 108s by pecu
lation, the loss and trouble with Ihe seed, &c. 

Pala.9. In the 16th )Jara. of my.report, dated 26lh January 1846, I alluded to the 
thresher as a substitute' for the gin. That machine has bet'n found to do well; it does
noi mjure th~ staple, separates the dirt and trash flom the seed colton effectually, and 
all we' require is to let the people then separate the seed from the fibre by the churka,. 
or a simIlar machine improved; the good and the bad cotton to be kept separate and 
fre.,e from loose seed, and pressed into small compact baleI:', to keep it clean in its transit 
to 'the coast. If I ever establi~h an a!?;ency here on my 'own account, this is the plan l
shall pursue, and I trust ... "" ... ... 

TABULAR STATnSJlNT, showing the Quantity otSeed Cotton cleaned in a Day by One Thresher and 
Three Gins, Two of 25 Saws each and One of 20 Saws, tbe per Centage and Quantity of elea!) 
Cotton from a given Quantity of Seed Cotton, and the Amount and Iler Centage oeWaete; the 
Cost of Seed Cotton, Cost of separating the Seed from the Fibre, and Total Cost per Candy (of 
clea'n Cotton) in Rupees, and Cost per lb: in English Money. . , # 
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(signed) TAomu Jame. Fonnie. 
Couoa Pianlei', 



TO PROM;o'fE THE CU~TIVATION Of CQTTON IN INDIA. ~7J 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the Government of Madras to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, dated 3 September (No. 47) 1847. 

Para. 4. THE correspondence recorded on the Consultations, entered in the 
margin,~ relates chiefly to matters connected with Mr. Finnie's proceedings in 
rinnevelly, and call for no particular detail, excepting that we sanctioned a 
proposition made by him to establish a model cotton plantation in the Cour
tallum Valley in that district. 

(No. 96.) 

From .P. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq .• Chief Secretary 
to GoYemment, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to forward copy, of a letter from Mr. Fmnie, dated the 24th instanf~ 

proposing \0 establish a model cotton plantation, of about 1110 acres, in the COUltallum 
Valley, and 10 state that. so far as I am acquainted with the subject, the proposal seems 
judicious, and the country alIur.le4 tQ well adapted for the exp~iment, so far as it e,tends; 
but the tract of country m question is limited to an area of about 13 miles III length from 
north to soutb, by about seven miles wide from east to west, from which ('oni;Jderable 
deductions must be made for lands already occupied by rice and otber cultivations, besides 
tracts belongmg to Travancore. 

(signed) F. -8. Elton, 
TinnevelIy, Trichendoor, 30 ApI·iI1847. Arting Collector. 

To F. B. Ellon, Esq., Acting Collector, Tinnevelly. 
Sir, 

As the commencement of the south-west monsoon may be expected about the begmning 
of June, it is important to make some defiDltll arrangement regarding the permanent 
establIshment of a model cotton plantation in the Courtallum Valley. 

2. I observe that the articie produced at Coimbatore, ill similar land and climate, is 
hiO'hly estimated in England. The httle which was planted at Courtallum last year, though 
on

o 
the worst land, and much neglected by the people who undertook its culture, stili 

produced a fine quality, and under the citcumstances yielded a good return. 

3. As mentioned in my letter to Dr. Wight, a copy of which is herewith fOl'warded, I 
propose to establish a model plantation Of about 100 acres, and distribute seed, and instruct 
the people in the mode of proceduI'el with the hope of inducmg them to adopt the culture 
of the article as a staple product. - -

4. I have the honour to request you will be good enough to give' the matter your 
consideration, and if the proposItion meets your approbatIOn, submit you I' "opllllon and 
suggestions" on the subject to Government, and let me know the re~ult as soon as. 
practica~le, that I m~y make the necesSdry arlangements, to ca~ry out the plan. 

(signed) Thomas James Finnie, 
Camp, Aroopoocottah, 24.April1847. Cotton Planter. 

Sir, 
To R. Wight, Esq., Supel'intendent Cotton Farm, Coimbatore. 

I OBSERV E from the published accounts of the sale of your Coimbatore American cotton .. 
that It is 'Very highly estimated. That which was planted last year at CourtalI'um YIelded 
well, and there is large area of country which gets the benefit of the south-west monsoon_ 
1 had the honour to request your opmioll as to the propriety of increasing the cultivation. 
there. I propose to have about 100 acr~s on Government account as a model plantatIon .. 
and distribute seed to the people, to cultivate on their own account, under a contract to take
the cotton off their hands at a fixed valuation, in the hope of inducing them to appropriate 
the great extent of waste land to the culture of the article. 

If the proposal meets your approbation, and the san.:tion of Government, I request yoa 
will be good enough to despatch a quantity of seed. 

As it is not definitively settled what particular communications flf mine have to pass 
through your hands und the Collector's respectively, J have wrItten to that gentleman also~ 
nnd sball forward him It copy of this letter. 

Tb.lt, , 

.. u January 1847, NO!1~ ~H, 22. 23 March 1847, Nos. 57, 58. 27 Apnl 1847, Nos. 11 to 13. 
lIS May 1847, Nos. 7,' 8. 6 July 18,47, Nos. 6,;. !3 July 1847, Nos. 1, I. 17 July J 847 I
Nos. 32, 33. 

2g6-Sesl!. 2. p P 
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I Th~t th~ Ader~an ('ot~l>n h will gi!w b\\'~Il, wher~ver it gets the benefit of both monsoons 
t ler~ IS 110 t& oU

I 
t. nor 1 IS. t ehre!" oud.t ID my: ru,lbnd as 10 its being & pr •• ntable source of 

eI!lP ()ylne~ to tIe pcop e 111 t e ImI,De late nelg 1 ou)hood of those favoured 8 oh If th 
wIll adopt Its culture, ,and attend to It properly. p, ey 

Camp, Aroopoocottah, 
24 April 1847. 

(No. 607.) 

I have, &c. 
signed 'l'. J. Fi,l7Iie. 

Cotton PlantE'r. 

BEFOllE taking into consideration the proposition communicated in the foregoinO' 1 tt 
the 'Most nC?bl~ the Governor in Council desires to be Informed, more particularly,:. ~~ 
what Mr. Fmme llIeans by a, model farm; whether the land is to be held on account of 
Government, and whether he mte~s to follow Europt'an or American processe., backed b 
caplt~l, or proposes to ma~e .such Improvements on the native system of labour as will nft 
alter,lts nature, and are WlthlO the l'each of the native cultivators. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. Fort St. George, 

20 May 1847. 

(No. 136.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to .1. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort S1. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to the Minutes of CoDllultatio!l under date the 20th ultimo I huve the 

honour to state, that having called on Mr. Finnie for the information required by the Most 
noble the Governor in Council. he bas addressed me the accompanYIng letter explanatory 
of his views and plans regarding the propo~ed model cotton plantation in the Courtallwn 
Valley 

Tinnevelly, 8 June 1847. 
(signed) F. B. Elton, 

Acting Collector. 

(No. 670.) 

From T. J. Finnit, Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, 
Tmnevelly. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ,our letter (No. 510), dated 28th 

ultimo, enclosing a copy of your Jetter to Government 10 reference to the proposed model 
plantation in the COlll'talluDl Valley, and a copy of the Minutes of Consultation (No. 607), 
aated 20th ultimo, I'equestlllg further information on the subject. 

2. The proposed model plantation, to the extent of 50 or 100 acres, is to be on lands held 
by Government, and cultivated under my superintendence, either by hired labour or con
tract, at so much the acre, as may be most convenient, and to be planted in rows, and the 
ground ~ept well stirred anel free from all extraneous matter, but solely with native InStru. 

ments, as an example to the landholders, in the hope of inducing them to adopt the culture 
on their own account. 

3. I propose to distribute seed to those ~ho are willing to cultivate the article, aud will 
contract to take the produce off their hands at a fixed rate per candy on Government 
account, and as soon as the people \\ilI adopt the plan, I should give up all culture on 
Government account, and leave it in their hands, merely takmg tbe produce at its value. 
This is the simplest plan of procedure, and more likely to succeed than if tbe business was 
conSned to the Government experiment. 

4. I p~oposed tb~ adoption of this pla~ With the view of. mee~ as Car as possible. lhe 
ncreasing dtmand m England for American cotton grown 1D IndIa. That good AmerIcan 

cotton can be grown ill tbe spots whit h get the benefit of both monsoons, I am well 
aware, and if the people WIll adopt the culture they ruay make it profitable, and several 
tbousand bales mIght be produced at Courtallum and Coimbatore, and in these localities, as 
far as they extend, tbe people would doubtless be benefited, and as far as the quantity goes 
England would have the adTltage of getting it from her own subjects; but bow far the 
most complete success /0 the spots will meet the expectation of those interested, is not for 
me to decide. I shall do m best to make success as complete as possible, at as little 
expense as possible. 

Camp, Aroopoocotta, 
2 June 1847. 

(signed) T. J. Fillnu, 
Cotton Planter. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN I~DIA. ~75 

(No. 757.)-Reveuue Department. 

EXTRACT frolll the Minutes of Consultation, under date 30 June 1847. 

HEAD again letter from Ihe Actmg Collector of TlDnev~ny, dated 30 April, and recorded 
in Diary to Consultation, 28th May 18';7 (No 603). 

Read also, the following letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly: 

Submitting Mr. Finnie's letter. explanatory .of his views and plans regarding the proposed 
model cotton plantation in the Courtallum Valley. 

[Here tnter u June 1847, No. IS6.] 

The Most noble the Governor in Council is of opinion that the experiment proposed by 
Mr. Finnie of establi:;hmg a model cotton plantation in the Courtallum Vaney, on the plan 
expld.ined in his letter of the 2d June, will be useful in every re~peet, both for the native 
grower and the Government, and will further enable a judgment being formed of the capa
bility of the climate and soil for producing cotton, and of tbe expenses attendlDg the 
cultivation by native labour, under the instruction of a person aequalDted with the nature 
and wants of the cotton plant in every Situation and exposure. His Lordship in Council 
accordingly sanctions the proposition. and desires the same may be carried out, the Collector 
affording Mr. Finnie every aid in his power for that purpose. 

His Lordship in Council resolves to furnish copy of this communication to Dr. Wight for 
his informatlon. 

(signed) H. C. MO'Ittg07lle1'Y, 
Secretary to Go"ernment. 

Revenue Dt'partment, 17 January (No. 14) 1848. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

II. 
l\ladra. 

1. W B have the honour to bring under the consideration of your Honourable Cons. 18 January 
Court copy of a letter from Mr. T. J. Finnie, cotton planter in Tinnevelly, 1848, Nos. 36, 37. 
suggesting that he may be deputed to England, for the purpose of consulting 
with and ascertaining from the manufacturers there the extent to which they are 
disposed tc. patronize the measures urged by them in rega rd to the eotton of this 
Presidency. 

2. Weare of opinion that the proposed measure will afford great stimul us in 
forwardillg the cotton experiments, and as such" e woul d rec(>Dlmt'nd it to your 
favourable notice. 

3. III the event of your Honourable Court acceding to Mr. finnie's propGsal 
we request we may receive definite instructions regardin g the telms on which 
yom permission is granted. 

'Ve are, &c. 

Fort St. George, 
17 January 1848. 

(signe.d) Tweeddale. 
J. P. Dickinson. 

From 'f. J. Fin"ie. Esq., Cotton Planter, TinneveIIy, to J. F. TkomtU, Esq., Chief 
Secretary. Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
THAT the adminisfJation which have fostered the cotton experiment may decide on the 

subject-matter of this letter. I take the liberty to address you direct, and have the honour 
to request you will be good enough to submit the following for the consideration of 
Government. 

2. The gin-house "hich is ordered to be erected at Sevacausey will not be completed for 
bix or eight months, before which time the approaching cotton season will have passed, and 
when I reBect how little, comparatively, I can do tbis year with the means at my disposal, 
and how little I can ff{ect for the improvement of the col ton of this country without the 
co-operation of the manufacturers ane:! merchants, and how impOSSible It IS to mterest Iar!;e 
and innut-ntiat bodies in a novel enterprise without a more powerful and direct means of 
communication than I at present have, I am constrained to propose to the Most Noble tlle 
Governor in Council to depute me to England. to consult with the manufacturers and ascer
taiu how far they are disposed to patronise the measures which they urge on the Honourable 
Court of Directors. 

296- 8es8. ~. PP2 3. If 
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3. If I I'elied solely 011 the immediate advantages derived fr;m my connexion with 
Government, it would be to my interest to remain qUIetly berea But I a.m not content to 
wOlk merely as a salatied berVant much longer. Governmen~ have been as liberal to me as 
1 ~ould pOSSibly expect, when ~he result .of my labour is considered, and that very liberality 
stimulates me to renewed exertions to brmg about the hoped for result or Illy mission to tIlls 
country, and it i~ a hop~ of makmg arrangements that will enable me to accomplish more 
Jlere than I can now pOSSibly do, that induces me to make tbe pfopo;;iticll. 

4. Where is the nece .. sity of keepiul: me here to look nt the worklO'" of three miserable 
gins, wb(>n by deputmg me to cons~lt and arrange plans. wit~ tho~e ~ost intere~ted, the 
manufactul'eJ'~, I may soon return With the means of prosecutmg the busll1ess with advan
tage to all concerned? I f, however, his Lord.,hlp ~n Council thinks that the husme.s CliO 

be-frrangcd in Englan~ as well by writing as by personal conference, I shall be content, 
and indeed glad to r,emalll uere., 

5. If I am deputed to England I desire, en route, to visit the sc~ne or the great success in 
the Bombay Presidency, that I may be abfe to answer the numerous qUf:lltlonii thllt will be 
asked me on the suhject. 

6. I submit thio;; plain candid statement' for the conSideration of Government, but be'" to 
assurE' the Most Noble the Governor in Council that I shall cheerfully acquiesre iIl~hi8 
decision on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

Camp. Verduputty, 
(~igned) 7'homas James Finnie, 

CuLton Plllnter. 
23 December 1847. 

No. 70.-Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 17 January 1848. 

Read the following letter from Mr. Finnie, Cotton Planter:-

Under the circumstances stated propose~ for the consideration of Government, that hp. be 
deputed to England fol' the purpose of consulting With and ascertainmg from the manufac
tnrers there, how far they.are disposed to patronise the measures wlncll they ul'ge on the 
Honourable Court for the Improvement of the cotton of thiS country. 

[Hele enter 23 December 1847.] 

"he Most Noble the Governor in Council resolves to bring the subject of the foregoing 
letter undel' the consideration of the HQnourable the Court of Directors, and to solicit their 
orders on the propo"ltion of Mr. Fmnie, U to be deputed to E 19land for the purpose of ascer
tainmg froni the manufacturer'l there how far they are dl>1posed to 'patrollise the measure 
urged by them. ill regard to the cotton of India." His Lordship in CounCil is of opinion 
that the proposed measure will afford great stimulus in forwarding the cotton eICpf'rlments at 
this Presidency, and as such will recommend It to the favourable notice of the Hono:1rable 
·Court. 

(sj~ned) R. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Govelllrnenf. 

EXTRACT Letter from the Court of Directors to the Government of 
Fort St. George, dated 4 July (No.ll) 1848. 

Para. 6. WE llav~ considered your proposal to depute MI', Finnie to this 
country with the view of entering into communication with the manufacturers, 
but as we do not sec that any advantage is likely to accrue from such a proceed
ing we must decline to comply with it. 

Frum T. J. Fillnie, E~q., Cotton Planter. Tinnevelly, to J. F. Tko'1lal, E~q., Ch:efSecretary 
to Government, Fori St. George. 

Sir, 

THE circumstances under which I write will, I ho.pe, justify me i[] audre:lsing you direct. 
have the honour to lequest you will be good t:nough to pldce the follo\\lOg remarks 
fore the Most Noble the Governor in Council. _ 

have learned flOm Dr. 'Vight himself that he hao; written to Government to repor~ a 
II co piracy" among the Am~llcan planle~ to ~iscoulIJ.ge t,he British public Irom p~rsever
mICe the culture of Amf'rlcan cotton In India. I consuJer that such a charge Ii most 
!lerious. involving. as it does, the dearest principle of every honourable mind. and, it" 

established, 
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,established, reflecting dishonour on the guilty party alike in the estimation of all, of 
whatever nation or cleed. If such a charge can be established against me,. my countrymeQ 
and friends at bome would be the first to condemn an!l the moo;t ruthless in the condign 
punishment they would mflict, by the withdrawal of tileu' confidence. 

I am perhap'; unfortunate in takmg a different view of the subject fl'om that which the 
,philosophical Dr. Wight takes. but in which I differ with him In opiOlon, and beheve his course 
of pl'ocedure erroneous in the extreille. I givll him credit for ~illcerity of purpose, and I only 
,chllm that charity for my motIves wh ich I so readily concede to him. Wert' it possible that any 
.effOl'ts here could hlJure America, I think I could not mOle effectually serve my country 
than by leavmg the bus mess in DI'. Wight's hanlls, and let him continue to plOdUCfl cotton 
ut a guinea a pound. I hope Government will by all meano; aCl'ept Dr. \Vlght's offices, and 
let him decide the matter philosophically at a cost of s()me lacs of rupees; a Hittle commun 
-sense can decide it at a much chEaper rate. 

In the result o( the examination of the charge which Dr. Wie:ht so gravely brings aga n~t 
me, I hav~ a dearer Slake than I can possibly have in anything that do~s !lot affect lite, yet 
it excites in mv bosom no all~iet\', for if the Most Noble the Governol In Coun"ll will be 
pleased to take' the trouble to enter upon the mvestlgation With that deliberation which I 
.(!onsider the charge df'servE's, my 0\\ n conscience tells me there Cdn be but one opmion, and 
that OPIDIOIl based on the record; before Government; I fear not, and I wrue solely to urge, 
mest re-pectfully, thanhe matter be not passed overllghtly; my only fear is that the charge 
is 80 absul'd in Itself as to meel but httle attention Jrom Govermllt'nt, which I should deplore 
as a misfortune, for Dr. \Vight aSl>UleS me that he gave the subject due conslut'ratioll before 
taking the step, and IIf cour"e in IllS cllnfidence of having discovered me guilty, hd' wrillen 
to England the sllme st.ltemenlS he has represented to Government here; and 1 hope the 
Most Noble the Govemol' in Council will be pleased to pa~s such a declsioll as Will 

-etfectulilly countel'Uct Dr. Wight'S accusation. • 
I respectfully request that the papers which I tJ'ansmitteJ to Ihe Most Noble the Marquis 

of Twecddale for hiS plivate informatIon. be cOl)sideled public docnments, and depo"ited In 

the al'chives of t.he Stat". for ill them alone is ample evidence to refllt!' Dt'. Wight's charge. 
I hope I shall be favoured with a copy of the chal'ge, thdt I may kD/lw the glOuncJs on 

which It ii made. Dr. \VI!rht a!lsumes the prerogative of the gods in Homer's bJ.ttle~, and 
ass,1I1s me tram the clouds, and the combat IS consequently unequal. Let him descend to an 
-equal field and we \\ ill discuss the important matter gravely ;-Phllosophy v. Common Sense. 

A~ a publly servant of Government I should not notice Dr. 'Vlght'1i chalge, but as an a.gent 
and a candidate for the pah'onage of busmeis men in transactlUns lOvolvmg lalge ~lIms of 
money, 1 must mamt.!in an unta.rtnshed reputatson; and if I did not lise my hest efforts to 
accomplish that for which I am paid. I should certainly be unwOIthy the confidence of the 
public, whethE'r Englishmen or Americans, and it is on these grounds aione that I write 
to Government to solicit a strict investigation, and II film decision according to the 
evidence already on I;ecord, though I am in possession of information - which can be pra
.cured at the India House, that Will eslabhsh the fact the reverse of that which Dr. Wight 
asserts, However we need not go so far, the GovelDment has bt:fore it my correspond
ence; on that alone I base a refutation of the accI,sation. I am not. I am happy to know, 
to be tried for undefined offences by loose notions of constitutional law or strange rules vf 

.evidence, .but to decide the justice of,a specific charge. I am arraigned befOie a high 
tribunal, where the mtncacieo; of law are unknown, but whele a high sense of Justice PIE1-
vails, and great practical .... isdom abounds. 6ttmg the judges for a judiCial trial 011 the most 
~nlightened plinciples of public and constitutional rights. To that tribunal I submit, and 
In that tl'lbunal I have eVlOry confidence. 

I exceedingly regret that Dr. Wight's morbid jealousy should have prompted him to 
declare a feehng of distinction between EnglIshmen and Americans, or between English 
.and Amelican interests; I have always felt that we are one in blood, one in interest, and 
one in philanthropy, which prompts all to consider that the greatest good to the greatest 
number is the greatest achievement, and should excite our common zeal for the accom
plishment of s'" important an ohject as the ameholation of the millions of this country; it 
wail with these feeliugs that I engaged in the enterprise, lind it is with these fee1mgs I 
continue in it, but since tbe questIOn has been mooted by Dr. Wight, I deem It \'Ight to 
declare unequivocally that I do not tlunk <Ill we can possibly accompli"h for India can 
.ever injure America; and I stIll beheve, a!il I have declared long before the accusation of 
4. conspiracy" was known to me, that our bl'st efforts ht're l'an only secure for India that 
-shal'e in the commerce of the world which she IS justly entitled to. I am aware that 
Dr. Wight is anxious to get rid of me, but I Will not be driven from the discharge of my 
.duty; here I will slay as long as It suits the mutual cunvenience of Government and 
myself, and during that !:tay 1 will discharge in the best way I can the duties entrusted to 
me; and If my vi~ws prove erroneous 10 reference to th,· gl:'neral profitable cuI lUre of the 
American cotton in thi., countlY, that is, if it 8ul'ceeds, my fortune is mac/e. I trust, at 
any rate, GovelnlUent \\ ill make It .0 eVidently my mterest to do my best, that there will 
be no temptation to .. conspiracy." I can do as much ordinary wOlk as most people. I may 

assert 

. •. Mr. Mercer's opposition to my views, in reference to the value of the Amedean ~in f<lr the 
mdlgenous cotton~ as well as his concurrence in reference to climate. &c" for the American cotton. 
~e have not el>changcd opinions on the subject since he left 13undlekund in 1842. 
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assert without pgotlsm: hut if Government wants philosophic.!l operabons i., a bUiines 
wh:ch requires PI'3.ctlcal facti ralher than pbllosophical th'!ory, I fear' can tlo but liltle i& 
the accomplishment of the object. 

That geo<Traphlcal position affects climate anu sOil, and thaI clllllate and soil influence 
the characte~ of the inhahitants, needs nQ further demonslratlve evi tence I han that which 
comparison of the manners, customs and habIts of the different nations of the world will 
alford the inquinng mind; and that India is not geographicallv sItuated, nor her inhabitants 
at present, menta.lIy and physIcally in a positioll to contend· unai"eJ and alone. with th: 
morl' lavourabh· geograJ?hlcal positIOn, and the more fully ue\'eloppd mental and physical 
energies of the other natives of Europe or AmerIca, needs no very acute perceptions in the 
ph,ilosophy of politlC,al economy to del ermine. 

'mi~ht enlarge on thIs subject, but I leave it ill better bands thaD mine, and wait the 
decision of the Most Noble the Goveraor in Council in the mo.t placid state of mmd, whIle 
I exert the mORt vigorous physical energIes alld the httle mental vigour I P'lsesS, in the 
discharge of my duty. 

Camp, Ne\9Vembcotta, 
16 November 1847. 

(No. 332.' 

(signt'd Thoma Ju:metJ Finnit, 
Cotton. Planter. 

Ts B Honourable Governor in Council observes that. no commuDication or the natUl"! 
referred to by Mr. Fn1nie has been received from Dr. Wight. and therefore. resolves to record 
the foregoing letter. 

Fort St. George, 
28 March 1848. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomer.!J, 
Secretary to Government. 

From T. J. Fil/nie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to Eo B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
THE accompanyin~ report and remarks was- drawn np about the date it bears. I prtfer 

submitting It as origmally written, rather than remodel it. It may be essenbal to state why 
it was not submitted earher, and I have only to say that while it was in progress of pre
paration I received a senes of questions which were propounded by Lord Tweeddale, the 
replie<; to whtch reqUIred the very mformation I had contemplated givin<T, and to which 
allusion was made in the draft of tbls report. That information being embo"'died in my reply, 
which subsequently became offiCial, and as my offire establishment was not with me, I 
communicated much ot the present paper in a demi-official form, which rendered a formal 
report less urgent; and other mattf'rs occupying my attentIOn at the time, the report was 
allowed 10 fall m abeyance. I now have the honour to submit it, and trust that it will prove 
so far satisfactory, as the result of my operation" here, however unsatisfactory the result 
itself may be as tar as the culture in the pllms of the Amelican cotton is concerned. 

2. I have the satisfactIOn to report the favourable progress the farm is Old-king at Court
allUin undei' native management exclusively, which mode, I think, should be encouraged; 
1 hope to be able to extend the cultivation there tbis year, anrl to plant at an earlier dale 
III the se<lson, which will be a great advantage. 

3. As I feared, the plants have failed where they were planted this crop-year in the Opell 

plains, but some that was planted in protected spots have grown very well for this country, 
and are yieldmg some cotton, aDd several people promise to pJant tbe next crop carefuny, 
aod I hope to gIVe this part of the cOllntry a fair chance of success by the only meaus by 
wlllch success is attainable In any tbmg here, VIZ., the co-operation of the people themselves; 
if they succeed in making It profitable, they will not be slow to cultivate extensively; If they 
do not succeed, It IS clear we cannot, and the great expense of a gigantiC farm is saved. I 
shall be gl'ld if all my former unfavourable reports of results ultimately prove erroneous. 
I shall nct fall to report ever v f.'lVourable symptom I discover; I am not prejudIced in 
favour or ao-ainst l!Dy plan; aU-' want is to see a common-sense plan diligently pursued 
till the matter is decided by irrefragable evidence. 

Aroopoocottah,. 12 i\ pril 1848. 
(signed) T. J. Fann~, 

Cotton Planter~ 
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From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq.,' Acting Collector, 
Tmnevelly. 

Sir, Camp, CourtalLlm, ~3 September 1847,_ 

COULD I have reported anythmg connected with my operation!' <luring the cotton season 
Vthich has ju~t passed, particularly gratifying to myself, advantageous to Government, or 
,promising, in reterence to the ultimate result of the experiment in which I am engaged, I 
should have entered upon the duty of repOitmg my proceedings in form, for the information 
of Government, or others interested, WIth feelings very dIfferent flom tho .. e which now pre
dominate. In undertakmg the duty of supplying thp information I have now to offer you, 
from oral as well as written I!ommuuications, in full possessIOn of what I have attempted to 
-do fOl' the advancement of the experiment, and it only remains for me to state officially the 
result, as succinctly as pOSSIble, for submission to Govemment. 1 have the hon(/ur, there
fore, to request you will be good enou~h to place the following before hIS Lordship in 
CounCil 

H. 
l\Iadras. 

2. As I bave not repolted the result of the American cotton which was planted in the 
neighbourhood of Sencausey last year, I must commence WIth that; and I am sorry to 1846. 
say that not fl. plant lIved through the long drought wbich prevailed 130 generally, 
,except a small field which WDS planted and irrigated by a ryot of inteUigf:nce and zeal. 
ThiS field has produced a little cotton, and the people likE- it much, and seem to thlDk tbat 
in a good season!! it will succeed well without irrIgation; and as they expressed a willing-
ness to T,lant it this crop-year, I gave them "seed, and agreed to take the produce off their 
hands, In the seed, at two rupees (2) per podhl'e of 280 Ibs. above the market value of the 
,native article. The people .have tl1ed to separate the seed from the fibre with the churka, 
but found it impossible, alld made it one of the conditions of plantmg that I must take it off 
their hands in the 'seed. Thus it appears that the American cotton and the American gin 
must go hand 'm hand; and, as the sClquel WIll show, as far as my experjence goes, where 
the 'One falls the other IS useless. 

3. I have also, merely in deferellce to Dr. Wigbt's adVice, ordered a few acres to be 
planted this year at the three statIOns of Sevacausey, Virdooputty, and Aroopoocottah, 
merely however tl1at those wbo differ with me may not say that the experiment was not 
fairly tried. I know the result now as well as I shall when the season has closed; failure 
must be tbe result. I might say \\e. have failed this year, but, in consequence of new dis
coveries, we shall succeed next year; instead of which, however, I say we have failed to 
produce the American cotton in Southern India, and must ever fail where we have 110t the 
,benefit of both monsoons, and even \\here we have, we cannot produce the articles as a 
marketable commodIty. But the people may, If they will, take it up. 

4. As )'OU are Dwale, rlOm the hindrances in regard to the proposed gin-house, at Aroo
poocottah, It was raot erected; and, as I bad been some time in camp there, I found] wa" 
able to induce the head man of thE' place to rent me a house" at seven rupees (7) per mensem, 
and a godown at three rupees (8). ror the purpose of ginning cotton. 1 took them, and 
after the necessalY alteratIOns, erected two 25 and one 20 saw-gin!!, and a thrasher, and 
invited the cott,,~ brokers, chltties, and ryots tQ come and see the operations. They came 
in crowds dally. 1 took much pains to show the people the advantages of the gin over the 
churka, in order to induce them to adopt the machine, and they seemed well pleased, and 
much mclined to enter heal'tlly into the plan. I showed them that the thrasher separated 
so much of the dirt from the cotton, so much more was taken from it; 'as,it passed through 
the gin the seed was all takeu alit, and the cotton was clean and uice, at winch they were 
apparently delighted, but lequired tIme to comilder the Jlropriety of adoptmg so new and 
wonderful an instrument. They appeared themselves to iake a very shrewd -view of the 
subject, and reasoned thus, a .. I learned, among themselves: "Here IS 1l gentleman who is 
come amongst us, and who proposes to trade in cotton ltke ourselves; he brings machines 
\\ hich are new to us, and which evidently clt!ans the cotton beautirully; he generously offers 
to let us have the machines, or is willin~ to clean our cotton with them. The cotton is so 
superior tQ that which we usually sdl, that it \\ill rule the -market, and he WIll dIspose of 
hia good cotton to the European merchants when we cannot find a market for our Illferior 
and dirty article, and it lS ob\ious that we must either adopt the gin.or lose the trade by 
whICh we make our bread. The cotton IS superior evidently, and ought 1;0. bear a much 
higber price; and it remain.. for us to ascertain If that increased value is sufficient to pay 
us for the additIOnal trouble," &c. ~c. 

5. A deputation of bl'ukers waIted 011 me to know how much more they were hkely t~ 
get for the cotton cleaned by the gin, and if there was a market for it, fur they said they 

had 

• See m11etter to the Acting Collector, dated 13 March 1847 • 
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had Jlitherto found the dirty cotton sold almost as readily for a very tritlin ... difference in. 
J:,rlce, and was certainly more profitable than the besl and cleanest article they could ~et~ 
l'he ginned cotton, they continued, i~ certainly supemlf to ours, but when It is recollected that 
we engage to deliver our cotton with all the dirt in it, which your thrasher and gins take 
out, it is ~plalll tbat unless we can realIse a much Ingher price, it is contrary 10 our mtelcst 
to remove the dlr~ and trash, for ,we anust make i~ up '!I'lth cotton, and when the difference 
of ~ost between dlft and cotton Ie; consld~red, It IS eVident we lose by the improvement. 
TIllS argument [I'om the shrewdest people III the world •• whel'e plOfit and loss is concerned 
was conclusive, for I observe frum one of Dr, Wight's letters, that omned cotton only brin ... ; 
4d. more in England than the common chulka-clt'aned article, theioss in dirt aloDe amou~t 
almqst to that sum. 

~. The use of the gin hinges 011 profit and lose alone; the ~eople have no objection to its 
use, Blld if they could realise a profit by it, they would use them at once. 

7. There is a great deal said in En~land about the great advantage ofsendin ... the cottoo< 
home clean, nDd yet those whose cry Is'the loudest and most plaintive. are th:y who wish 
to realise all the advantage themselver., and take the" poor Indian rvot's" clean colton 
at what they have hitherto given for the dirty article. How generous, Ilow noblc, how diS
interested is the desire for Indja's improvement! The succe~s of the {?ID hele rests 801ely 
with the willingness of the merchant and manufacturer to pay a price m proportion to the 
increased value of the article. The quantity Ol'dered to be purchased by the Honourable 
Court of Directors Will dedde how far the mel'chants and manufactul'els ill England are 
~i11iug to patronise the gin in India. 

8. I regret exceedingly that I LaYe not been able to do as much as the few gins I had 
would accomplish. I made arrangements to purchase seed cotton Irom many different par
ties, but the quality delivercd was always so far inferior to the sample. that I wall com. 
pelled to reject It, but was always willmg to take it at a reduced price, in proportion to the 
quality, but the people greatly preferrell selhng to a broker at the reduced prict". They 
seemed to think that I should ultImately b ... compelled to purchase at whatever price they 
chose to demand. I took a stand, however, from which I would not be driven. I was 
Willing and anxIous to purchase, but I knpw well that if I did so, Government must lose on. 
it thIS year, and a precedent would be c:I'eated which it would lie impossible to counteract 
in ollr subsequent operations; and I considered that although Government might offord 
to lose, the object of the expel'lment would not be realised, for It is to try jf the business 
Dlay be conducted as a mercantllc transaction, and it is clear that if in conducting the ex
periwent we credte plecedents in high pl'lces, no merchant can ever carryon the business. 
I had Govemmellt money in my hands, and it required all my firmness to resist the inelmn
tion to purchase; it would have been much more pleasing to me to have been actIve I)/' 
employed than to be idle in the wildel'UcslI. 1 have only purcha~ed a few hundred rupees" 
worth of cotton, as pel' accompanymg accounts,- If I have committed a fault, it il mv own j 
I trust, however, my course under the cilcuDlstances will be Ilpproved. • 

9. I submit a tabulart statement to sholV tIJe co-t of ginning operations. The l'Stimate
only includes the actual expenses of the day, exeludmg house, machinery, supermtendllnce, 
&c, The bUlliness was conducted and expenses dIsbursed under my own eye, with greater 
celerity dnd stricter economy than could be expected when lc.ft to the natives as OUl' servants. 

10. The gins did that day as much WOI k, at a~ little expense as they can evel' do: and I 
submit the statement, that Government may see how fal' ginning operations are likely to. 
J,t'volutionise this country in an aglicultulal pomt of view. 

11. In my humble opinion, tht' gin as nolV constructed is a fdilure here, and our only 
hope of'success depends UpOll the construction of a machme that Will do more work at less 
cost. 

12. Of the two 25-saw gin .. , I may lemark that one of them will clean 100 lbs, of se~d 
cotton per hour when steddlly worked, while tl,e other requires two hours to do the same 
work; or to sppak exactly of tht: Jcsuit of two trials 1 made with it, the tirst tricil of giG 
l\~ 1, 25 saws, requmng 13 men per day, six at a time at the wheel. and one at the gill 
cleans 100 Ibs. seed cotton, time one bour lind five minutes; second trial, 59 minutes, 

13. in No.2, 25 saws, requiring 13 men per day, six at a time at the wheel, and one
nt the g , cleaned, tirst trial, 100 Ibs. seed cotton, time two hours and five minutes; second 
trial, two lours and 10 minutes. 

14. Gin, NO.3, 20 saws was not timed, but it does almost as much wOlk as the gin 
No.1, whde ~t requires only nine Dlen per day, who relieve each other alternately, in set .. 

\ ~ 
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offour, eight for the wheel, and one for the ~in. This is the last gin made by Mr. Petrie, 
and is the most superior machine I have seen in India. The above sho\W'I that much de
pends on the construction of the machine. and much improvement may he effected; and if 
we can realise a price for our cotton in proportion to its cleanliness, and cunsequent enhanced 
intrinsic value. we may yet see the gin in constant and prolitable use in this country. Too 
much care, therefore, cannot be observed in the constructIOn of the machine. The cost of 
the machint: must be greatly reduced before the people Cdn afford to use it; but in consi-
deration of the facts that the gin- requires mUfh care and accurate observation. is liable to 
get out of order. and the native cotton seed being so small as to render it difficult to 'Put 
the grates sufficiently close to prevent injury to the cotton, while the seeds are prevented 
from passin~ through, 'and it being slow in operation in comparison with the expense incurred, 
thaheally I think we shall find the general introduction ofthe machine eAceedmglydifficult, 
and under the cir(:umstances doubtful in utility. I am aware that I lay myself liable to 
the ('harge of "unsound views," and .. inaccurate IDformation." Let years of toil prove 
who is correct. In the meantime I will do all I can to introduce the gin, with all due 
deference to the opinion of others. 

(The following account of the present state of the cotton trade has been submitted to 
Government in a demi-Qfficial form, but as it was intended for this report, I include it tbat it 
may be preserved officially.) . 

. 11. 
Madraa. 

The cotton of this country is produced by the ryot; of course he is always in his banker's 
books as deep as his credit admits, and can do nothing without aid. The brokers are 
cotton c1eanels, or gm-house men, are the middlemen between the chitty and the ryot. The 
chittJes being momedmen. make an advance to the bl'okel'; the broker advances to the 
ryot, and then looks sharp after him to see that he plants the land necessary to enable him 
to meet his engagement5; othel wise too money would ·be s?ent in a big feast nr weddmg, or 
nautch (dance), or sume sort of" tumasha." The bro"er IS particular in cIa!'sifymg the seed 
cotton, anel pays for it accordmg to cleanliness, and then he has much of the trash, and 
rotten lOCKS picked out, not to make the cotton better, but because the rubbish chokes the 
churka, and prevent!> it from working. The good cotton is then separated from the seed, 
and this bad stuff which bas been taken a way from the good IS beaten With a stone to loosen 
the rotten fibre from the seed, and then it is passed through the churka, and as the chitty 
contracts very closely, the broker must resort to the "devit's dust" system to make hiS 
bread. The good cotton, and this bad, "shocking bad" Stuff, is put mto a httle room six: 
feet bv six, which is entered by a low door about 18 inches by 2 feet. There IS a little hole 
as a ventilator through the outer wall; two men go in with a bundle of long smooth rods in 
each hand, a. cloth is tied over the mouth and nose to keep out the flying fibres of cotton, 
one man places hIS back so as to stop the little door .completely, to prevent waste, and they 
both set to work and whip the cotton With their rods to mix the bad and good together so 
thoroughly, that a very tolerable!! article is turned out, even after all this bedevilIng, and if 
the people get a living price for the article they let it go as it IS, With a few seed; but as is 
usually the case, they are shaved ~o c1o~e that they are driven to resO! t to another means of 
realizlDg a profit; they add a handful or two of seed to every bundle, or let it get in by acci
dent, and this is delivered to the chltties. and the chittles deliver it. to the European agents, 
and the European a~ents save their exchange, and their object is gained; the c?tton is 
taken by the manufacturer at a low price, because he knows not what he IS bUylOg j he 
spins and \\ eaves It, and it il5 finally sold to some poot mall fol' perhaps IllS last shilling, and 
he soon finds "he has paid too dear fOi' his whistle," for he is left in rags. The poor .are 
always the sufferers. The poor ryot is made to suffer; but for him I have no sympathy, for 
it is his own fault, his own Improvidence that place~ him in the bands of the nch chItty. It 
is not the land tax that is burthensome to the ryot, it is the usurer that absorbs hiS means; 
and I assert, from long strict observation and laborious investigation, that if the land was not 
taxed at all the ryot would be no bettef off. If you increase his means, you only increase 
his account at his banker's in the same proportIOn; almost every ryot is indebted to the 
fullest extent of his credit, and as I have said, lDcrease his ablltty to pay# and you only in
crease hiS credit at his banker's. Therefore, 0 ye governors, who wield this mighty empire, 
fight as ll'ng as you can, raise a voice before you reduce a tax '\l hlch you can never again 
levy; but examine the matter in detail, and where the tax IS found burthensome wise pobcy 
dictates its decrease. Take off your expolt- duties and give faCilities for reaching the ports. This has been 
of shipment by the construction ot roads,t and you do justIce to your subjects and conter a done. 
benefit, iudirectly, on j'oursehes. But the poor man who buys this manufactured stuff, t In slow progres 
consistiug of I'otten and wormeaten locks of cotton in the first place, (xcites the sympathy 
of all ye generous Britons. You have the COl rection ot' tllis evil in JOur own hands; you have 
the chmate and soil which produces a fair indIgenous cotton, which the manufactllrel's u!'sure 
us is a most useful article if they could get It clean. As I have said, the brokers separate 
the bad from the good by hand pIcking. but are forced to mix it aU together again, at a cost 
of time and labour, which we can well afford to pay for to keep the qualities se~arate. 

Camp, Courtallum, 23 September 1847. 
(signed) 1'homas James FiTlllie. 

Cotton Planter. 
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT: 

T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter, Account Current with thlt Collector of Tinnevelly for 1847. , 

Dr. 

'].'0 Amount received from tbe Treasury of TinnevelIy, as per letter, from F. B. 
Elton, Esq., ActlDg Collector, under date 13th April 1847 - _ • 

Il,. a. p. 

5,000 

RI. 5,000 

Cr. 

By Amount paid, value of 73 podhees and 6i toolams of seed cotton, at 15 
toolams per podbee ~ - • • • • - • • • 

EJ[penses incurred: 
By coolies ginning and packing cotton 
" Cloth for packing cotton -
" Needle and twine -

Deduct IImount realised for seed 

• 12 1 -
• - 2 10 

. 
123 14 3 

12 3 10 

136 2 1 
89 7 1 

48 11 -

By cost of separating the seed from the cotton in excess, to amount realised 
for Beed w - • l' - - • - • • - • 

" Amount returned ~ the Treasury -

" Balance in hand -

Rs. 

RI. a. p. 

543 10 2 

48 11 
4,000 

4,590 6 2 

409 10 10 

5,000 

(signed) Thomas Jamt8 Finni" 
Camp, Aroopoocotta, 31 March 1847. Cotton flanter. 

T~ J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary. 

My dear Mr. Thomas, 
SINCE the dispatch of my report to the Collector, I have, [ think, fully verified the truth 

0( the position I have assum.ed in reference to the best mode of conducting tJ:e cotton ex· 
periment to a buccessful issue, viz., by the co-operation of the people whose business it is to 
attend to such matters, and by the aid of instruments level to their means and capacity, as 
well as consistent with their circumstances in reference to numerical strength. 

2. I have the honour, the pleasure, and the satisfaction to forward for the iuspection of 
the Right Honourable the Governor, a specimen of cotton which was cleaned by tbe 
churka alone, of course, the particles of trash being separated by the hand; and I now have 
nearly a whule village at work producing such cotton as this; and if I am encouraged to go 
on I will pledge myself ultImately to have the whole crop of Tinnevelly thas cleaned, pro
vided always that purchasers can be found wilhng to give a reasonable price for the 
article. 

3. Hitherto I have not ploc1aimed success, because I did not consider that it had been 
attained; but I believe, now. that we have commenced a very pacific" revolution" in 
cotton among the democratic republicans of Hindostan !! A freer and more independent 
race does not exist. They are not fond of a total change, especially when unprofitable; 
but a little persuasive eloquence to convince them that we are in earnest, especially when 
accompanied by the consonant clink of the coin they like, will speedily bring them to 
comphance with reasonable demands on their enorts. 

4. A ~omplete leformation has taken place in some of tha native cotton-:cleaning house,~ 
here; l11the1'to they have been filled with rubbish and a t< compound of vdlanous smells, 
and now they are clean, nicely matted. This was effected by reason, applied through the 
shafts of ridicule, of which the people are peculIarly sensitive. 

s. I explained to them their own situation in reference to other nation.;, and pointed out 
the importance of their keeping pace with the improvements which are going on in other 

parts 
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parts of the world, and i11u~trated it by comparing the advance in cotton alone which 
America had made in a short time, with the stagnant positIon, or, in reference to that 
article, retrograde movement they were perceptibly making. I made them feel that they 
had the power, and if they did not exert; it to raise themselves, by attenti~n to. the wan!s of 
other nations, they would soon be left without trade, and that though they mIght contmue 
to have bread they would certainly see but few rupees. The result is,',that they are all 
alive to the importance of improving their cotton, and they arf' doing it. I have engaged a 
quantIty of this artIcle for shipment to England, and I aver that if it could by any POSSI
bIlity reach England vit2 America, it would be a good fair quality of American cotton. 

6. Amidst mountains of opposition, I have perseveled in my efforts to awaken an interest 
in the peo~le on the subject of the importance to them, individually anel nationally, of pre
paring their great source of. wealth in a manner that would render it valuable abroad. The 
people themselves scarcely knew that they could make the cotton so clean uutil they were 
made to try. They have never had a demand for a clean artIcle, and it is not strange they 
did not prepare it. Why should they 1 

7. But now that they havE' been taught to know their own powers and the additional 
value whIch is attachpd to the superior article, I hope that Government will encourage them 
by a large purchase of such cotton as this. A few thousand bares of such an article arriving 
in England from Inuia would be the most important event the commercial world has known 
for many years, and a safer remittancE' cannot be made. I am not sure that I can at once 
effect an arrangement fOl' a large quantity, but I trust that Government ",ill allow me to 
encourage the production of such an article to the full extent that may seem desirable. 
The gin-house men in the neighbouring VIllages are coming over daily to see what is gomg 
on, and 1 think we should take advantage of the deplessed state of trade to encourage the 
pe(\ple 10 pay mOTe attention to the cleaDliness of the article. 

8. I feel very anxious to do all I can to bring about the desired improvement. It is ollly 
by hecoming acquainted with the people and gaining their confidence that we can hope to 
induce them to adopt our views, and with that end in view I have, at different times, 
remained fi)r months together in the jungles, exposed to heat and rain, and I can cheerfully 
.continue to do so for a time now that we have a prospect of effecting so great a benefit 
to the p~rmanent Interests of the country. 

9. I fear ,the cottQD we get well cleaned llere will not be wholly free from trash when it 
gets to the coasot~ in consequence of defective packing. I trust Ihat the Right Honourable 
the Governor will give my suggestions his carf'ful attention; and if I am supported in my 
efforts I shall go on my way reJoiCing, and trust we shall ultimately, at no distant day, see 
the cotton trade of this country under a well-organised system, without which no improve
Inent can take place. I have weighed the subject well, and it appears to me that the plan 
I have pl'oposed IS the simples,t that caJl: be devised, and .. its very simplicity I humbly 
think its greatest recommendation; a grande!" scheme might be promulgated, but I look to 
the results, founded on views derived from the principles of political economy, ab I under
stand it, which mayor not be correct; we shall see. 

- 10. The specimen of cotton was taken from a roomful, and is a fair sample ofthat which 
the churkali turn out under the new regimen adopted by the cotton cleaners. 

11. I know not if I presented my views in any of my reports in a sufficiently defined form 
to convey to the minds of others the truths in connexion with the subject as I see them. - I 
shall deeply regret if my imperfect manner of expression falls to convince in reference to a 
subject of sllch interest and importance. 

Camp, Arooppoocottah, 
24 May 1848. 

(signed) 

(No. 621.) Revenue Department. 

T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 10 June 1848. 

Read t?e following letter from .Mr. T. J. Fimlie, cotton plante)', Tinnevelly, forwarding a 
sl?eclmen of churka-cleaned Tmnevelly cotton, and suggesting that Government will allow 
hIm to encourage the production of such au article to the full extent that may seem 
desirable. 

, [Here enter 24 May, 1848.] 

II,' 
Madtas. 

Para. I! MR. FINNll': obse!ves, with reference to the sample of c~ur~a-c1eaned Tillqevelly 
cotton whICh accompa~~ed hIS !ette~ of the 24th May last! " that If It could by any possi- See Mr. Finn'e', 
blhty reach England vla-Amenca, It would be a good, faIr quality of American cotton ;" letter, para. 5. 

2g6-Sess. 2. Q Q 2 meanin~ 
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meaning thereby, as the Government understand, a marketable article which would secure 
in the Liverpool market the price of fair quality. American co~ton;. and the Rigbt Honourable 
the Governor m Council has also rec.elved, With. . much satisfactIon, the a!!8Ur~nCe !riven by 
Mr. FinDle, that the whole crop of Tmnevelly mIght be~' thus cleaned, provIded that pur. 
chasers can be found willing to give a reasonable price for the article." . 

2. Adverting to the statemE'nt, that he .. has engaged a quantity of this article for ship
ment to England," and to his request, "that the Government Will allow him to encoura"'e 
the pl'oductlon of such an article to the full extent that lIlay seem desirable," the Gove~ .. 
ment consider it necessary, before issuing orders on tbis point, that a communication should 
be made to DI·. Wight with reference to the Honourable Court's instructIOns of the 26th 
November 1845, No. 24. 

" . 3. The Governor in Council also desires to have before him, before be can sanction large 
purchases, a clear business-like statement, showlDg the actual quantity- of cotton, cleaned al 

the sample, and of the same quality, which'Mr. Fmnie can cemmand within the ensuinO' six 
or twelve months, the price to be paid to the grow~r per ca~dy, the cost per candy of 
packmg, transit to the port, freight. &c. The data, m fact, on which he bases the state
ment, " that a safer remittance cannot be made." 

4. It is obvious that the Honourable Court, and the manufacturer, must have the most 
ample information on these pomts before any conclusion can be drawn by them on the great 
practical questIOn whether Tinnevelly can compete with America as a cotton producing 
country, and ' whether thE.' market in Tinnevelly can be uepended upon for a supply of cotton 
of good quality for the British manufacturers, both as regards quantity and price. 

5. The Governor in Council will be glad to receive from Mr. Finnie the further information 
now requested, at an early date. 

6. His Honour in Council resolves to request the Chamber of Commerce to favour the 
Government with their opinion of the market value in England, under ordinary circum
stances of trade~ of the sample of Tinnevelly cotton forwarded by Mr. Finnie, of which a 
portion Will be sent to thell1. A copy of Mr. Finnie's letter and a copy of the foregoing 
resolution will be furnished,to Dr. Wight, together with a pOition of the sample of cotton, 
With a request that he will communicate his views on the subject. ' 

, 
(signed) J. F. Thomas, 

Chief Secretary. 

(No. 422.)-Revenue Department. 

To the Chamber of Commerce. 
Gentlemen, 

I AM Qirected by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit copy of a 
communication from Mr. Finnie, eotton planter, Tinnevelty, togelher with an extract from 
the Minutes of Consultation of this day's date, and to request With reference to the conclud
ing para., that you will favour ~he Government with Y'>ur estimate of the market 'falue in 
England, under ordinary circumstances of trade, of the accompanying sample of Tinne'felly 
cotto~ forwarded by Mr. Finnie. 

Fort St. Geolge, 10 JUlle 1848. 

(No. 126r) . 

(signed) J. F. Thomas, 
Chief Secretary. 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq ... Collector, to J. F. Tkomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
, Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to forward a report"" from Mr. Finnie, of 15th ultimo, 

regarding some of hIS operations at Aroopoocottah, and a..~ the Government may expect me 
to accompany It with, some observations re!!"arding the cotton in this district, I shall do so as 
bl ietly as practicable. '" " 

2. Though I think some of Mr. Finnies's suggestions are practical and useful, I am unable 
to concur, as far as my Judgment and experience goes, in- the correctness and propriety of 

them 

• Also an original report, received. 15th Apnl. 
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them all I would strongly support Mr. Finnie's proposal, that Government should set up a 
few small thrashers~ and some cheap simple presses in dIfferent localities. I should suggest 
thei, being first set up in Mr. FinnIe's immediate neighbou,hood, where he could overlook 
them, and teach their use; eventually removing them, wben weH understood by tbe ryots, to 
dIstant places, where most needed. If Governmen* approve, Mr. Fmnie may be called on 
for an estimate, and six of each kind might he established free at first, and at a swall charge, 
for their use~ by-and-bye. 

3. J think ample trial has shown that the American gin, as now constructed, js not suitable 
to the IndIa cotton or ryot; it is too complicated and costly, and tears aud injures the fibre. 
I would recommend that sanction be given me to sell (if pOilsible) one, now l)ing in pieces, 
at Tutacorin, useless ever sillce it was purchased, and going rapidly to decay. 

4. I do not CODCUI' with Mr. Finnie in thinking that the inferior quality of the cotton, and 
its dirty and adulterated state is the reeult of "dehbelate design and s'ystem," nor that all 
the best cotton is used in the counlry, and the worst only exported, or that the European 
agents at Tutaconn and el.ewllere boy only the trash and lefuse cotton. I beheve all the 
agents at Tutaeorin are careful and rigoroUlI in excluding bad and dirty cotton from their 
contracts, and make every effort to secure good. I have been at various times for several 
years into all their BClews and warehou"es, and have seen much very good clean cotton, and 
which I heard fetched a good price at borne. 

S. The chrapness of labour in India and the necessity Of adapting our efforts and 
machinery to the means and the intelligence of the ryots, alluded to by Mr. Finme, are, 
I think, self-evident truths, felt and acted on generally. Neither do 1 conceive that a 
market has entirely to be createrl, as Mr. FlDnie seems to argue. Cotton in Tmnevellv finds 
a ready sale, and the price varies but little from year to year; cultivation of the new Orleans 
and better kinds of cotton with greater care and cleanline"s in pickmg and packing, are, 
I think, the ruain points to be arrived at, and they will only be attained by patient persever
ance and practical experiment amongst the people; so far as cleanIng the cotton is concelDed, 
Mr. Finme is now so employed; but I think larger sowmgs of better sorts, and attention to 
the cultIvation of c~tton by Mr. Finnie and· others would be of much practical benefit. 

6. A most useful and practical experiment is about to be made near the coast at Tutacorin, 
which if carried out. will', I thmk, do more to improve the cotton hereabouts than much 
writing; an European agent and merchant of Messrs. Line's house at Madras proposes to 
sow (by means of the ryots themselves) 2,000 cawnies oflight waste land with new Orleans 
seed. promising the ryots to take the whole produce at a fair price from the growers. 

7. What is meant by the" co-operation and organised system" which Mr. Finnie requests 
of the manufacturers. at home, and the Government here, I do not exactly understand (as 
alluded to in paras. 11, 12,13, and elsewhere), but I suppose flOm Mr. Finnie's remarks 
generally that he intends a paid general agent, for the purchase of a.ll cotton, recogmsed by 
GovernOlent; such a. selection and arrangement, if desitable, must I conceive be left to the 
choice of the merchants and manufacturers themselves, and to private enterprise \0 various 
quarters; and Sllch agency, with tile advantage of competition superadded, a!leady exi<;ts m 
Tutacorin, wherE! there are nOo less than six agents and 12 screws established, all buyers of 
cotton, as good as they can get" not refuse ooly. 

II. 
Madras. ...,...... 

8. I need scarcely add, that I have felt it my duty ever since I have been in this province, 
and even before the subject eXCited the prominent interest it now does, to forward to the See letter dated 
utmost of my means and opportumty every effort made, or means proposed for encouraging 19 June 1843. 
and'improvlJIg thIS most valuable production, and I should continue to give it my earnest 
consideration. 

TinneveIlv Collector's Office, 
2 June 1848. 

(signed) E. B. Thomas, Collector. 

TOo J. F. Thom"s, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govemmeht, Fort St. George. 

My dear 1\1r. Thomas, Camp, Aroopoocottah. 28 Ma~h 1848. 
KNOWING that you, as well as the Honourable the Governor, are much interested in aU 

proceedings that have for their object the advancement and, welfare of this country, and 
partic~.Iarly just at t~is time when the subject of cotton is attractmg so much attention, 
anythlUg that has a tendency towards the realisation 9f the hopes that are entertained in 
reft:rence to it Will, I am sure, be interesting to you, and I hasten to report to you, in this 
form, the proceedings of a meeting I have just had with the chief cptton brokers of this 
place. You are aware that I have taken a. stand in favour of accomplishin~ our object 
through and by the co-operation of the people~ from whicb I would not be driven, though 
much discouraged. My plan bas been to conciliate and interest the people ill the matter, 
and I consider the prospective results of our meeting to-day are more important than all the 
cultivating and ginning operations that,have been conducted at so ruinous a cost. 

2g6-Sess. 2. . Q Q 3 2. I explained 



II: 
Madras. 

" , 

286: PAPERS RELATING 'f0 MEASURES TAKEN SINcE It:l4~ 

2. I explained my views to the intelligent men asseolbled; told them of the desirabll'ness 
of attendmg to the cleanliness of the cotton of this ~ountl'y, that it might find an extensive 
and ind~ed \lnhmlte~ market In Europe. Th~y fully understood it, and entered heartily into 
the subject, and saId that all that was reqUlred to ensure cotton of the purest quality was 
a malket for the article. I explained my plan of an European agency for the eucouraO'e

,ment of the measures which Government had adopted to induce more care in gathering a~d 
cleanmg the article, and said that I was willing to give more for a pure article than for the 
mixed dirty one. They said that they would supply me With the pure unadulterated cotton 
at a fair J'ate, but that they could not (hange their own mode of procl'dure in regard to the 
cotton, for which they had contracts (of course not). I asked them what they thouO'ht of 
thE' gin; they all cried It was a good machine, but too expeDsive for them; that they"could 
not use it. "How do you like the thrasher 1" "Oh, that is 'an ex::ellent machine; we will use 
tb.,t to take the dirt and trash out of the cot/on we supply to you, but we cannot use It on 
the contract cotton. The thl asher is a good and cheap machine," they continued i "one will 
keep a great many churkas at work; beSides, It loosens the cotton on the sE-ed, and enables 
the churkas to do more wOlk." That I told them was just what I wished to ascertain, and 
the business was instituted, not for the advantage of Government, but fOl' the advantal?;e of 
the people; that Government merely wisped to prove the thing practicable, and induce tbe 
rich men in En~land to send their money here to encourage them, as well as the ryots to 
take mure care m preparing their cotton; and that if I could send home a few hundred 
candies to show the quality and the price at which it could be procured, I was sure, if it 
was s,aLisfactol'Y, that we might have any amount of orders we liked. "You shall have it, 
sir," all VOCiferated. One of the principal men then proposed that I should give them the 
use of the gin-house and the thrashel' fOl' one 01' two days; they would brmg their ~vn 
cotton and thdr own churkas and people; the cotton should be put into the thrasher fir,t, 
and then churkaed, and they would then- be able to tell me the cost IIf their own mode and 
this new one, and ascertam the l'elative advantages of each, and could then determine on the 
course they could pursue for our mutual ad vantage. ' 

3. I never saw people more enthusiastic; I never saw them so cODfiding, so open, and 110 
free from dissimulation; they seemed to enter Iqto the subject as business men. I explained 
to them the mode in which busmess ought to be conducted for the just interest of all partiu, 
to ,which they assented, and expressed their gratification that a gentleman had taken the 
trouble to explaiu such matters to them, and that he sent for them, and talked to them 
himself Instead of sending a servant to explam his views, and to make business arranO'e
ments with-them; 'and they said that as I was evidently sincere in the ad\'ice 1 had ei;en 
them, and it was to their advantage to comply With my WIshes, they would do so cheerfully; 
they,would give me the results of tht' experiments conducted by themselves and with their own 
people; they would ascHtaln a propitious day for c01l1mencmg the use of thfl thrasher, &c. 
1 hope soon to have the pleasure to report the result. If it is satisfactory, I shall at once 
set them tQ work to supply me with a few hundred bales of thrasher cburka-cleaned cotton 
for shipment to England fnr the information' of the manufacturers there, and I rl'ly confi· 
dently on the support of Government to the plain and simple measures I adopt, believing. 
as I do, that it is the only way we can ever accomplish that which has, been so long 
attempted at- so gleat a cost. If It EUcceeds I shall be glad, and .. hall feel It my duty to 
rf;mam here to complete the interesting experiment; If It failS, I shall bE' satisfied that 
nothing is to be effected, and I shall then consider it my duty to cease to eat the "Com· 
pany's salt" as a non-productive servant, and return to my native land. 

(signed) TIloa. Jame. Finnie. 

TRANSLATION of an Addresj, presented to Mr. T. J. Finnie by the undersigned COttOIl 
Cleaners or Gin-house Men • . 

IN order to ascel'tain the aclual charges incurred bv cleaning the cotton according to tbe 
method suggested by you, we purchased some cotton of the first and second sort, and 
cleaned it by means of your thrasher; the result is, that the machine removes much of the 
dirt, &;c., and so loosens the cotton on the seed that the operation of the country churka i. 
facilitated wht'n subsequeI)tly applied to it. If there are any persons tllat can offer a J?r~p~r 
price ~or the cotton of superior quality, the thl asher ill question would be mucb used, If It IS 
supplied to us gratuitously, and so modified as to be wOlked or turned by two persons, a,nd 
11alt the size of the present one (which IS too large), to be made for the use of each native 
gin-hollse, it would be of immense advantage in separa~~ng the dirt f~om the seed co~ton 
without much expense' it proved to be vel y useful under trial. If the said thrasher be ~ven 
to us, we will purcha~e' pure paroothee (seed cotton), and separate the seed from it, adding 
only a reasonable profit to the actual cost and chal'ges, and supply the ~uropean gentlc!men 
with pure unmixed punjee (cleaned cotton) at the market value of the arbele; and we would 
further remark, in reference to your suggestion, that If small presses are placed in our pos
seSSIOn, we shall be glad to use them, and press the cotton into a smaller space and more 
.convenient form than the present large bundlts. . ' We 
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We beg to record the result of the experiment tried with the thr~her and chnrka, which 
is as follows: 

RI. a. p. I Ra. a. p. 
Cost and charO'es incurred for the first fort of c:otton

Plicl." of Ii ~dhee of first sort seed cotton at 71 rupees 
per podhee, weighing 26! toolams - - - -

Hire of conveyance for the solid seed cotton 
Ditto for persons tUl'Ding thrasher -
Ditto for weighing cotton - -
Ditto for turning country gin or churl..a· 
Cloth and twme -
Packing charge 

Deduct value of' seed separated flom the cotton 

Price of 1~ podhee of second sort seed cotton, at 61 rupees 
per podhee, weighing 261 toolams - - - --

(Hire of cooly for conveying the said cotton, four annas) 
Hire for persons turnmg thrasher - - ... - -
Ditto for weighing cotton 
Ditt" for turning churka 
Cloth and twine -
Packing charge 

Deduct value of seed separ~ted from the cotton 

1 6 
- 2 -

4 -
1 4: 

3 

- 1 -

- 2 
4-

1 3 8 
3 
1 

12 7 6 

1 11) 6 

14 7 

2 6 

12 6 6 

11 6 -

1 13 8 --
13 3 8 

1 Iii -

R$·I-I-1-~ 

261 Toolams of first sort seed cotton when cleaned comes to -
Seed • - • -
Dirt. &c. wastage - - - - - - - -
261 Toolams of second sort seed cotton when cleaned comes to 
Seed -
Dirt, &c. wastage 

Toolama. Palnma. 

6 30 
19 71 
o 23 
6 0 

19 56 
o 681 

If you will be pleased to give us profit of rupees (1. 12.) one, and annas 12 per podhee 
or cleaned cotton, in addition to the costs and charges above stated we are ready to clean as 
much cotton as you would require. ' 

April 1848. 

(signed) 

(signed) Veravagoo Pillug, and Sixteen others. 

(True translation.) 

Thomas James Finnie. Cotton Planter • 

• (No. 403.)-Revenue Department. 

Sir, 
To T. J. Finnie, Esq., ,Cotton Planter, Tinnevelly. 

YOUR letter of the 28th ultimo, to the address of Mr. Chief Secretary Thomas, having 
been laid before the Right Hdnourable the Governor in Council, I am directed to inform 
you that the result of the experiments to which it refers will be looked for with mach 
loterest. 

Fort St. George, 
18 April 1848 • 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

• 

• At my request this ootton was not beaten, but I find it is essential, and to this we must add at 
the rate of lb. I. O. 9. per candy of punjee (clean ootton) • 
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'From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to.E. B. Thnmas, Esq., Collector, Tinnevelly. 
\ 

Sir, \ 
Para. 1. WITH reference to the accompanying demi·official report of a meetin ... I hrld 

with th~ people,) have the honour to 'Submit the report of the cotton brokers. oro churka 
cotton cleanel's, showing the result of the expeliment they tried with the thrw;her IWld chnrka 
for cleanmg and separating cotton fr~m the seed, to be vers favourable. 

2. You will ubserve that the actuat cost per candy, at the rate of this experiment, is (for 
the fir!'t quality) 1)2 rupees,*' for the pure unadulterated cotton, which is exclusive of the 
brokers or churkamen's pront, and the carriage to tbe shipping port. The latter is one 
rupee and seven annas, mIlking 1ictual cost -of rupees (63. 7.) fifty-three. and annas seveD, and 
~$ the brokers have no fixed rate of profit, but rely on the fluctuations of the market, we 
may reasonably calculate 011 being able to msure a supply of the superior quality at from 
55 to 60 per candy,t of 500 Ib;;. delivered at the shipping POlt. 

3. I have sIlown you in a fOI mer report the mode in which the business is conducted, the 
)'Jl'ol'ess of mixinl; the'refuse of the cotton, which is used for domestic consumption, with 
that which is sold to the Eurqpean ageuts for export. I have pointed out the impoRsibility 
of the 'genetul adoption of the gin by the people in consequence of the t'xpense,t even if the 
giti-houc;es and wear lind tear are omitted ill the estimate, and it is clear to my mind after 
careful ana patient investigation for years, that we must resort to a means more consistent 
with the habits of the peo'ple, rand 'mOl e on a level to their means • . , 

4. The dilty conditlon--of the cotton which this country supplies to the Exporters i. not 
the effect of carelessness. or of "the inefficiency of the appliances used in its manipulation, 
but i~ the result of a ()eliberate design and systematic procedure, which may be stopped by 
discouragement. The fact i$, none of the good cotton of this country illl exported; every 
particle'ls In a greater or less degree adulterated, and the first quaflty consumed in the, 
country for domestic manufactures. The people have proved that the chulka can turn out 
the cotton as clean as the e:m can, while the staple from the churka is uninjured. and it has 
ever been acknowled~d that the best constructed gins injure the fibre matrrially, and the 
g-ins I have seen In India tear It to such a degree as m some Instances to make it useless. 

5. To show what the thrasher is, [ give a descliption of it by some exU:acts from the 
manufacturers' account of it. The machine was Just coming Into use when I left home, ,but 
l.have u~ed QDe in this country, and can testify to Its value, and what IS 01 far greater 
importance4 the people. acknowledgt' the usefulness and the aid of the machme in chulkying 
cotton. 

l'ATESr REPEATING COTTON THltASH£R. 

I Which is, I think, more than the yeal cost. To this mUIiC k added the cost or beating the 
cotton, which I at first conSidered unnecessary, but now findIng it essentlal, the Bum of RI. 1. 5. 9. 
must be added per candy of punjeeA clean cotton). 

t I have :made arrangements ~o ta.ke a quantity of "first sort" cotton at 55 rupees per candy, 
delivered here. I , .' 

I Cost of cleaning with the cburka per candy or clean cotton,· RI.4. 14. 8.; c~st 01 cleaning ~th 
the gin per candy of clean cotton Rs.lO. 3. 10.; in both the cost or the machines and all things 
else but the actual labour are eJ(~luded from the esumate. I think the estimate for the gin may be 
reduced by one-third 1f the gin., are properly constructed, aDd the coohes would workior the ordmary 
hire. We have to pay them three annas a day. 

• Exclusive Df beating and packing charges whieh amount to R..IL 1I. 9. per caady. 
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EXTRA.CT. 

Para.!. TUE !ilubscriber respectfully calls the attention of cotton planters to a rppeatin<T 
cotton cleaner or thrasher', for separating the leavj!s. trdsh, and dirty parlic!es from the seed 
cot IOn, before It passes to the gin. 

2. It is well known that the price of cotton is in proportion to its cleanliness and quality; 
if it hal'! many broken dead leaves and small trashy particles in it, it is worth, according to 
the greater or less quantity it contain", from one-and-a-half to timr cents less than that 
which is clear and flee from such impurities. 

3. The I'epeating ('otton cleaner is a strong, compact, iron-flamed machme; it is set on the 
floor in the colton loft, above the gin, so placed as to throw the clean seed cotton down 
into the hopper of the gin. It runs very li~ht, With a slack band of four mches in width, 
driven by the same drum which dJ'ives the gm, and with the same speed. 

4. Thi" machine makes the cotton 1'0 loose and lively, that the gin runs much lighter and 
gins f.,ster than It will with the cotton as it come, from the field; and, owi'lg to the loose
lless of the cotton after it has been cle,med of tht> trash, it was fully ascertamed that it 
requil'ed rather less pOWl'I' to dnve the cleaner and the gin than It did to gin the cotton In its 
raw, uncleaned state. They am very strong, and not liable to get out of order when 
managed by the mOlot awkward negro. '1'0 feed the cleaner is light work fOl' a weak, steady 
hand; the operation is SImple. A boy throws a quantity of seed cotton mto the hopper. 
and after it hai revolved for about two !;econds or more. according to the trashiness of the 
cotton, he draw!! a string. which opens the hOJ'lzontal door, and the cleaned seed cot tOil 
pas"e:l out the dead leaveil, dirt, and trashy particles. hdving passed through the open grates 
and I\ieve into the receptdcle below. The cotton ought to be well dried; the drier it is the 
bettt'l'. 

5, These machines are made with two, and ~ome with three cylmder;.; '" Both kinds 
answer the pili pose, as the diameter of those "ith two is I"rger than those with Ihree 
c)linders. The ll\ttcr ii:l prefelclble fOl' very trabhy cotton, but Cllst., proportionally mOIl'. 

6. N ow let us take a view of what has been done dnrm~ the last 60 years for til/limp. ove
ment of cotton in India, lind obse.'ve the result", which ale absolutely ,Iillil. and solely 
becllu ... e the efforts have been made by a cOIII~e of p.ocedul'e above the natlVl' mind and 
mean'!. We mu"t be content. to work With the people; we cannot hope to brin!! them to 
OUI' views and means at once. I have shown in a former pdper that the means which we 
adopt fOI' separating the seed from the cotton III America is economy there, while the same 
means adopted here is the wildest extravagance. from the paucity of labour and wealth of 
the planlels in America, and the superabundance of labour and the povelty of the ryot 
in India. ' 

7. As eally as 17881- the Honourable Court of Directors !-ent out instructions to the 
authorltit's to collect and send home full information un Ihe state of the cotton culture and 
trade; and ever since that time theoretical and practical experiments and crusade .. in cotton 
improvement have been conducted by scientific and practical men for the accomplishment of 
the great object, which is still pursued with increasing zeal; and, after exhausting European 
science and American skill, we must l'eturn to the simple elements with which we set out, 
and I must confess with a greater prospect of SUCCf'SS than I have hitherto seen or heard of. 
These people have ever been under-rated; I h.lve under-rated them; and they are too often 
treated as people of no di!>cernment. That their laboul' is. not so productive as ID other 
countl'ies is no fault, of theirs, but of the climate. If they are apathetic, it i~ because they 
have 110 htimulant to exertion. DUfmg the short seasons that their labour is valuable, no 
people are more alive for theil' own interests; hut we must try to ~dd a chapter to their moral 
code, and convince Ulem that honesty is the best POlICY, They are the shrewdest ·people 
in the world. They are called stupid, be~au~e they will not adopt the absurd improvements, 
so cal\pd, fOl'saving time, which they do not. lequire. In IIrgin~ improvements on these 
people, WE: must bear ID rnmd their condition, teach them what we want done, and aid them 
With the simple means of wlllch they themselve~ approve, and leave the accomplishment to 
them, and then there is a pro!'pect of the realizat\(\n of our hopes. But when I hear 
able and talented men, who have spent a qual ter of a century in India nominally among the 
people, talk of improving their operations by the introduction of machines, the original cost 
of whICh would make them so I Jch that they would never work another lick, I despair of 
prevailing, \dth my ultla simplicity of sentiment, on the important subject" 

8, As I have often said, if the people wel'e not eng acted in sefJaratmg thl'ir cotton from 
the sl'ed III the.r simple way durmg the CottOIl seaso~, they wouM be doing nothing; It ' 
co~ts them nothing. On the othl'r hand, the plan of packlll(J' in the large loose bundles 

I:> with 

• The one we have has three cylInders. 
t In the year 1 '183 eight bales of cotton were seized on board an American brig at the Liverpool 

custom·house, because 1£ was not believed that so much cotton could have been sent at one time from 
the United ~tat~8, S,ince then 2,500,O~O bales have been produced as the crop of the United States, 
by the combmation of clImate, mentIJ. vigour, and physical foroe. . 
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with their feet i'l so defective, from the nature of the article being elastic, that it not 'lnly 
cost<l mOl e thlln It would to press it pl'operly, but is so badly done, that the cost of transit IS 
greater, and the waste is considerable, and the trash the cotton gatheu does it an irreparable 
InJU1'Y. The people, however, cannot afford to pay for the pres~e<; to effect the Improvernent 
in thIS respect; but Government can, and I think ought to affOi d facihties in that. respect, 

9. To ru:sist. the people wit,ll the simple means they themllelves de,il'e, I propose to ""Ive 
them small hand-thrashers to !>epuate the dirt and trash from the seed cOLton. as well a~ tl» 
loosen the fibre po the lIeed to aid the chul'ka; 'and, to remedy the defective mode of pack.inO' 
I propose to have small plain cheap presses erected io the vlllage~, that the people ma"'; 
press their cotton properly in neat small bales, say of 100 Ibll. or 120 lbs., of which two Will 
be a bullock-Iolld: a bandy Dlay be filled with as tnany as it ~iU carry. 

10\ The ryots do, bring t~e best article clean, and as free fl'om dirt and trash as the 
ma/oJlty of plclnters m Amefll'a; but that we never see. The best is all consumed by the 
natll'e merchants in their domestic traffic, as I have before said. If there was 11 ruarket for 
the good article, we may. by< a p'tori course of reasoning, reasonably expect an e~ten!lion 
of culture, and consequent lIlcrease in the quantity, which will, mOle than anything else, 
tend to stImulate the people to exertion and improvement in implements, &c. rhe COttOIl 
which ·is taken to the mdependent native states i'l far superior to any lhe EUlopean 
merchants can get at the price at whIch they expect it. Tte refllse of the cotton "hleh lit 
consumed for domestic manuladures, is all reserved, to be mixed With the article which the 
European mercha~lt takec;. for export. 

11. The manufacturers and merchants have tht' remedy of this e\,il in their own hanJsi 
they are the fulcl'um, and they hold trle lever which must eflect the improvement \\hich 
IS so Rlllch desired in the cotton ofthls country; and, without the co-operation of those who 
alone'can effect the ohject. aU 'Our efforts are unavailing; and until a judiciolls and well
devil'ed l'ystem is c)r~anized and encouraged by those whQ are most intel'e~ted, all our labour 
is' in vain. But let the manufacturers take up the matter as they "ould do it their supply 
waiil cut off from other quarters, and the long hoped-for benefit alising from the improve
ment of the indigenolls cotton of this country m,ay be gradually effected. Then, and not till 
tllen, will a change take place 'to create a sure market, which Iloes not now exist, for the 
superior article, and, the pl'ople will supply it. A small simple machine, the thrasher, as an 
l'ud to the chm kit, will etfe,'t much in cleanliness, at less cost tban picking the Irash out by 
hand; but WIthout any Nher machine than the time-hallowed churka,· \\e can plocure 
plenty of clean cotton. Let the manufacturers establish suell a malket, and Government 
will, I feE'1 SUI'e, make the arrangements essential to keep a well-cleaned artIcle flee frJm 
dirt In ·its transit to the shipping port, The small plesses 10 \\hich I have alluded, capable 
of packing the cotton in small bales, for the convenience of'tranl'it, whether on bullocke or 
bandIes, will of Its.elf be an Important advance above the large loose bundles now in vogue. 

12. I repeat and [urge the necessity of these considerations being placed before the 
manufacturers, and th(:'i)' co-operation solicited in the measures which can atone, I thmk, 
effect ,the object which they bave so often and so forcibly presented to the HflllOurable 
Court of Dtl,ectors. V ntil some I'ystem is established on a firm basi!', I feel that I can do 
nothmg. 1 am DOW an unprofitable servant to a liberal Government, and it is humiliating 
to lnow that I am so; but I believe such need not be the case. ]f my "lans of procedure 
meet the approbation of Government and the encouragement of the mll[lUfactnrer .. , 1 could 
aidl them In getting thE> article they require. This country and people, a'l well as Er;g(and, 
would be benefited .. and 1 should have thE' satisfaction of earnmg the pOl,tion of the fruits 0(' 
industry that might fall to my own lot, for I am not disinterested, l who is, in what they under. 
take 1), but I am wuling to labour in an humble capacity, to render all the aid I can to tbe 
acenmplishment of the great object in view, and I would raise the Macedonian cry In bebalf 
of these pl'ople, and saY,,".Come over and be1p us," by encouraglDg oar productions. 

13. Bu.t if you, the manufacturers and merchauts of England.t will not come; if)'ou wiJ] 
'Dot lend us, the ryOtS of India, a helpIng hand, that we may supply your looms, whlcb have 
ruined us WIth the raw material for Ille manufactures with which you supplant 1JS in the 
markets hitherto open to IJ!!I, we shalf be driven to destitution. We were once protected in 
our manufactures, and the China market for the raw material was sacred to us; ,hen our 
manufactures f1oul'lshed, and our staple produce brought alm~st double' its present value. 
:U0wevfr benefiCial thl: opening_~f our ports 10 the world may have been to other Datio,ns, it 
IS far from benefiCIal to us; our manufactures are destroyed, and the producls of our sod are 
superseded. We should be betler off it our POits were closed against all goods that are not 
made from 'our cottOIl. If our pl'Oducts are not encouraged, our rulers ought to protect us 
by import duties against the po~els uf steam,. with which we cannot contend. 

14. \Ve, 

'" In endeavouring, since ,tbis \I.as wrItten, to separate the dIrt and trash completely by hand, the 
people find that the thrasher is even more important than we at first supposed. 

t In. the present fu:wlcial depreSSIOn I dl} nl}t thInk we need hope that 'he manufllCturers and 
merchants of England will send their money here for such a purpose, WIthout a guarantee from 
Government that the business shall be ploperly conducted, and a certain profit in.wed; but the 
success depends 801ely on the patronage of the mannfacturers themselves. The business ought to 
be so conducted that we could make remittances to (..'bina or' elsewhere in the great staple for 
shareholders; in fact, we must have a cotton agency established aD a firm basis for the improvement 
.of the cotton ofthis country. 
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H. 'We, the ryots of India, ajJpeal to the manufacturers and merchants, and humbly 
point out an alternative-encour-.tge our products, or gi¥e us protection, or \\e mu,.t soon 
cease to cultivate 01' b'ade in the arLicl.·. 'Va desire your aid and co-operation; we solicit 
your support, and we feel cOO\linced we do not c;~l1 on ),011 in vam; then" Come over and 
help us ;" tho!lp'h we are poor, we ale willing to labour, and all that we as:k IS that the 
great" COttOIl l;'rds" will tale our produce, inlote .. d of that of a forel?:n country. 'Ve Will 

male It clean. and fi'ee from all extraneQUS matter, as SOOI1 as a market is establlshf'd for 
such an atticle; at present Jhere is no such market, and it is our interest to make such an 
article as suits the .markets now open to us. W ~ say again, " Come over and help us." 

15. In the present state of the commercial \voIId, when all confidence has been subverted, 
after a careful analysis of the vluious plaus wluch I have thought of, I consider it prudent 
to consult others, and palticulariy those interested, before I projJose any definite system of 
procedure. 

16. I have presented an outhne of what I think ought to be done; but the best mode of 
conducting the business requlreb the gravest cOllsideratlon of the wisest heads, and ( leave 
the subject In the bands of Government until the result of the reference to the Honourable 
Court IS known. Ir we hope to accumplish anything, the business must be 'conductetl on 
a large scale and ill the mOl:lt energetic and efficacious manner, to rouse the people from 
their lethar~y, excite emulation. and force them to feel the futtlity ()f olJposition, -equivoca
tion, and stlcklmg fOI' undue gams. We must ourselves be just and liberal to the people, 
and then make them be just to us, and cause them to feel that 1t is tIlelr interest to comply 
with our wishes in that which is reallonable and right. It will require the soundest Judg
ment, the sterne:.t heart, and the firme .. t nerve, and most indomitable perse¥erance, to con
duct such a business to a successful issue; by succeSI!l, I mean advantage to 1111 concerned. 
No one man, pelhdps, possesses all these qualities; hence the necesslty of.a commuDlty of 
interests, and Ihese interests can ollly be concentrated by men engaged dlreLl.ly in the 
business as manufdctul ers and merchants, who alone can keep pace WIth the tr.de at home, 
and afford the managel' here that information which is essential to the proper conduct of the 
buslOess. WhIle I maintaill that Govermnellt ought to appear as little as posslble in the 
actual commercial transactions of a country, 1 am aware that a Government so peculiarly 
constituted as thiS is, has much to do, not only in protectim! its subject-tenants~ but in 
opemng resources to them, and teaching them that which il nght. And now, aU 1 have to 
say i~, let us bettle on some plan, and be sure :we are right, and then" go-a-head." 

Camp, Aroopoocottab, 
17 May 1848. 

(No. 129.) 

(signed) Thomas Jtlm~s Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort St.'George. • 

Sir, 
Para.. 1. I RA.VE the honour to forward two more communications from Mr. Finnie, 

of same date, requesting, in one of them (para. 3), that an assistant be allowed him; 
and in the other, that, a press, as per sketch,· may be made up at the arsenal in Palam
cottah. 

2. I would beg to support both these requests, as likely to be of practical benefit. 
A native assistant mi~ht be procured for abont 12 or 15 rupees per month, and the cost of 
the press, when sanctIoned, will be duly submitted to Government. 

3. I doubt whether the arsenal at Palamcottah -can make up a press from l\Ir. Finnie's 
sketch and description, without his personal superintendence j and perhaps a still more 
simple aud economical plan might be adopted, of a plain small screw, made under the' civil
engineer's advice and direction; if Government approve, ~Ir. Finnie's present plan could 
be shown to Mr. Horsley, ~is opinion be taken, and both be submitted to Goyernment. 

4. It is not necessary for me to remark on other parts of Mr. Finnie's letters; I would 
merely obsene, that a. much lar~r quautity of good cotton than Mr. Finnie seems
aware of has been sent home by l',;uropean merchants from Tinnevelly, for many years
past; and that all cotton cultivation under European surveillance, whether Dr. Wight'S, 
Mr. Finnie's, or anyone else, must necessarily be carried on through native agency,. 
the fundt! and skill alone being European, whether of Government or from individual 
enterprise. 

Tinnevelly, Collentor's Office, 
5 June 1848. 

lsigned) E. B. Thomas, 
Collector. 

• Mr. I innie'" letter. dated 3l May 18{8, and the sketch of the press, will be found In the. 
section of Part II. of this Return, relating to" Efforts fer the Improvement of Machinery.:'. 
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From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, toE.B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. CONSIDERING it vastly more important to attena to the improvement of the 

indigenous cotton which is produced throughout the country than to w,,"ste my time ~n pro
ducinO' an exotic in an OasIS like the CourtaUum Valley, I have the honour, therefore to 
inforI~ you, that. from the nature of the business I have in train here, I cannot attend l;er
sonally to the cotton farm at Courtallum, however agreeable the climate, and however 
essential a change may be for my own health, after so long a residence in the jungles, in the 
hottest season of the year. 

2. I would respectfully suggest the propriety of allowing the native superintendent 
n0'l il). charge of the plantation to plant some more cotton as soon as possible. I lune 
directed him to do EO, and y.ou will oblige me by advancing him rupees (100) one hundred 
for the purpose. He will continue to report to me, and receive his instructions from me, 
as pitherto. 

3. There is such a fIoodtide in favour of the success_of the American cotton in this part 
of the country emanating from the scientific world, and even frOID the House of Commons, 
that I am borne alon~ the stream; and, to show you and Government that it is not the fear 
of the labour that has influenced my views, I propose to have a cotton plantation here and 
one at Sevacausey, on as large a scale as Government may think proper to sanction: ai it is 
impossible for me to attend to the details of both personally, I request that, if the farms are 
sanctioned, an assistant be allowed me to take charge of one. 

, 4. I wish it distinctly understood that I oppose the system of large farms. I have always 
advocated the direct operation of the people on the matter. I have hitherto always had a. 
little cotton planted by different ryots: I would now respectfully propose that native a~ent8, 
ryots, be employed, on a monthly salary of from fl.ve to eight rupees per mensem, to msure 
them against lObS, to induce them tn plant the American cotton on'their own land, the pro
duce to be theirs, and the nicely cleaned and pure seed cotton to be taken off their llanda 
at two rupees above the price of the native article at the time. 

5. 'Ve could not establish any sort of a. cotton llantation that would not cost rupees 
(150) one hundred and fifty, or (200) two hundre per mensem, and if we conduct the 
business, the cost will even be more than the produce, however successful, and the people 
will know no more of it at the end of five years than they do now;' and indeed the enormous. 
expense of the Government establishment will frighten them from the culture of the plant, 
though it should be successful; whereas the same sum expended in inducing the people to 
cultivate will bring the matter directly under their own influence, and, if success is possible, 
they will attain it, and a few thousand rupees laid out in this way per annum in tile dis
tricts of Madura and TinneveUy for a few years will do more good than all the English 
botanical theories or American practice ever has or ever can effect. Conduct the business 
by and thr01igh th~ people,_and if success is attainable, they will arrive at the culminating 
point much j300ner and much cheaper than we can. 

6. The plan of establishing farms on Government account is not mine, the one of workin ... 
through the people is. I leave Government to take choice, and whichever is sanctioned, 
l' shall prosecute with all the energy I possess. , 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, 
Camp, Aroopoocotta, Cotton Planter. 

31 May 1848. 

From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, Tinnevelly, to Sir H. C. jIontgomery, Bart., 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. ' 

Sir, 
I lIAVE the honour to ask permission to make the following remarks, which I send direct, 

that the omission may be read with the letter. ' 

2. With reference to the 6th para. of my letter of the 17th May. where I remark that 
the results of the efforts to improve the cotton of this country are" nothing," I inadvertently 
neglected to make exceptions to the success which has attended the enterprise at Dharwar. 
and which is said to have be,en obtained at Coimbatore. 

3. Permit me further to remark, that the success attending the operations at Dharwar 
may be accounted for thus. The climate is favourable; the matter was presented to the 
ryots; the seeds were sown, and they grew ~ the ryots saw that it would answer their views 
to cultivate the plant, and they adopted it. The" foot-.roller" is the instrument u~ed to 
separate the aeed from the fibre in the Southern :M:aharatta country; anything would be 
an improvement on that. The American cotton succeeds at Dharwar, and the American 
gin is taken into favour by the people as its happy concomitant. 

4. When 



TO PROMOTE'THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 293 

4. men I hear of the culture of the American cotton by the people of C?~b~tore, and 
-its influx into the markets of the world, I shall then be too glad to make a posItIve excep
tion to that favoured spot· and when the gin is recognised as the succedaneum for the 
churka, I shall gladly ackn~wledge the error of t~e views I no~ entertain in re~erenc~ to 
its usefulness in this country; and now that I consIder I have dIscharged a duty l?- 'placlDg 
on record the matter which is already befor~ Government, I shall endeavour qUIetly ~ 
carry out the plans which seem to me most lIkely to E'ucceed, or whatever Government IS 
pleased to direct. 

Camp, Aroopoocotta, 
12 June 1848. 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

From Surnoeon R. WiJJltt, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to J. F. Tltomas, Esq., 
., 'Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St, George. 

Sir, 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Teceipt of minute~ of consultation in the 

revenue department, No. 621, under date 10 June J848, /lccompanted by a sample of cotton 
furnished by Mr. F!nnie. 

2. The quality of that sample is such as, I presume, would be called in Liverpool 
" Good TinneveIly,:' anq in average states of the market would realize prices varying ii'om 
3 i a. to 4 a d.; in more favourable states ~t might fetch as high as 5 d. or 5! d., it being 
about the same quality as 300 bales of gin-cleaned cotton r. sent home from this the 
beO'inning of 184'7, when prices ranged, unusually high, which sold for 5~d.: six bales of 
.A~erican cotton, purchased, from ryots~ sold at the same time for 6: d. 

3. Cotton cleaned by- the gin has always hitherto sold higher than when churka-cleaned. 
which I attribute to two causes: first, it looks Better, and is easier carded; and, second, it 
is freer from sand and other impm;ities, whic~ add to. the weight, but detract from the 
value, being all thrown out as trash in tpe manufacture. This source of deterioration is very 
clearly shown by the fact that fir~t~rate seed cotto~. cleaned by the gin, rarely yields full 
.22 per cent. of wool to seed, whereas, when cleaned by the churka, it gives 25 per cent. 
A similar result is 'obtained by the, operation of the thrasher, which generally removes 
from 21 to 3 per cent. tr~sh from even very clean samplell of churkaed cotton. 

4. Mr. Finnie's sample, on: which he grounds the opinion, 4'that'if it could by any 
possibility reach England via America, it would be passed as good fair quality of ~meriCan 
cotton," is, it would appear, an unfaithful one, 'the particles of trash having been beparated 
by the hand, and thereby enhancing its value, as compared with the mass from which it 
was taken, by posilibility as much 'as ! d. per pou.nd. This is much to be regretted, as it 
-does not now afford a true criterion by which to judge of the market value of the mass, 
which, on a large inve~tment, could not be so picked, except at a ruinous charge, and affordil 
grounds for apprebension that Mr. Finnie has not given proper consideration to the import 
of his language when he "pledges hiJ;nself ultimately to have the whole crop of Tinnevelly 
thus cleaned, provided purchasers can be found willing to give reasonable prices for the 
;article." I further apprehend he has never paid much attention to the differences between 
Indian and American cotton, otherwise he would scarcely have ventured so confidently to 
.. aver It that such cotton, if sent from America, would in England be considered 
"good fair" quality of American cotton; at least, I know for myself I had no difficnlty in 

, detecting the shortness of its staple, the mark by which English brokers distinguish Iudian 
from American cotton, and thereby determining its kind before reading the accompanying 
statement; and native merchants here, without hesitation, valued it at prices varying ftom 
39 to 40 rupees the candy; but they will not value our American cottQn, alleging that it 
has not yet obtained sufficient currency in the market, showing that they, too, at once 
J.'ecognised the difference; and, lastly, the circumstance of six bales of Indian O'rown 
American cotton selling in Liverpool 1 d. the pound higher than a batch of first-rate fndian 
cotton, affords substantial proof of its superiority, and the higher estimation in which it is 
there held. 

5. Adverting to the second para. of the minute, I have again perused the Honourable 
Court's despatch of the 26th November 1845, No. 24, and find that the investment therein 
ordered is distinctly limited to gin-cleaned cotton, and therefore infer, that the Indian 
Government is not authorised to send churkaed cotton purchased in the local markets. 
At a subsequent date,· while much discussion \vas going 011 as to whether the ~aw-gin 
" cut" and injured the staple, I solicited permission to purchase about 500 bales of 
churkaed cotton, to send along with the ginned" with a view to having the relative 

..advantages of the two modes of cleaning tested on an extensive scale by the spinner. 
Permission 

* See my letter uuder date 28th July 18i6. 
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Permission was granted,· and the proposal approved by the Court of Directors, t with one
modification, namely, that it should be accompanied by an equal quantity of the same 
quality gim,led; the seed cotton tQ be purchased; and, with a view to insurin... the rom
parison being c?mplete in all its p~rts, one moiety to be cleaned by.the one, t&e other by 
the other machme. The order was for 500 or 600 bales of each, which I lUll now exertin'" 
myself to the utmost to complete, but fear I shall scarcely be able to do 80 within the yea: 
as I shall by-and-bye have the farm crop of American cotton to gin, which may OCCUPy th: 
gins sc;veral month~. Under these circumstances lIre Finnie's aid would be of ser\ice 
provideil he can, in the first instance, purchase seed cotton; and cleal). one-half by the itn' 
the other by churka; but it will not be complying with the Court's orders to purchnse and 
send bazar-cleaned cotton unaccompanied by gin-cleaned of the same quality. 

\6. With xeference to the 3d paragraph of the minute under reply, the following data 
may prove useful, when deciding on the value of Mr. Finnie"" proposal for encouraO'in rr the 
productiun of this superior article by a large purchase. 1Ve purchased last ye; 32 
cand!eil and 901bs. of churka-cleaned cotton. costing Ra.l,297. 2. 1. That quantity lost. 
in passing through the thrasher, 490 Ibs. !a. small fraction over three per cent.), leavin.r 
15,6001bs. or 52 bales. The above sum dlvided by 52, gives Ra. 24. 15. 1. per bale, o~ 
nearly 2 d. the lb. as the prime cost of the cotton. The charges as per margin: are 
exclusive of sea insnrance, but including all others, down to the broker's sale commission. 
will amount to Rs. 18. 11.9. }ler bale, or nearly II d. perlb., raising the total COlt and charges, 
when sold in Liverpool, to within a very small fraction of 3 i d. the Ib. This cotton was 
clean and free from trash, but though the bel!t procurable that season, was inferior, being 
coarse, and rather short stapled. It liil not improbable, therefore, that in the present 
depressed etate of the market i~ may barely cover its cost, giving a remittance at par; but. 
on the other hand, a rise in the market may so far alter the case as to return a profit of 20, 
or even 25 per cent. But, however this particular specnlation may tum out. I should never 
esteem such cotton, costing, charges included. 3i d. or 3 f d .• as the cotton market now 
usually ranges, as promising more than a par remittance, the loss of interest or capital 
invested between the dates of purchase and sale ~oing far towards neutralizing My profitli 
arising from the chance event of a favourable market. 

7. To aho,,, that I do not undervalue Mr. Finnie's sample, I send herewith, for com
pal'ison with it, a fitithful sample of bazar cotton valued at about 38 rupees per candy. one 
of cotton churkaed for us (towards the completion of the Court's order), another of the 
same thrashed, nnd one gin cleaned from 'the same heap; and, lastly, I send two samples or 
American 'Cotton purchased from ryots, on~ gin the other churka cleaned. 

8. These various specimens will show that, whatever difference may exist as to quality, 
the Aroopoocottah one has no advantage as regards clellJlness, always bearing in mind that 
it is hand-picked, and.therefore that the "new regime" cleaned ootton is not cleaner than 
the old, an!I does not therefore promise to provide a safer remittance than the old h.'1.8 done 
for the last 20, or perhaps 50 years; and that, although Mr. Finnie has only now become 
acquainted with it, it is very far from being any novelty in the English market; hence, that 
so far as simple quality is concerned, the arrival of 50,000 bales in Liverpool to-morrow 
would not be looked upon as an e,-entof any commercial importance, however welcome such 
a supply might otherwise be. 

9. With respect to Mr. Finnie's letter, which reads to me as in some measure furnishing 
a rejoinder to mine of the 2d instant, I am at a loss how to approach it. I shall indeed feel 
most sorry should I at any time be so far thrown off my guard as to treat his statements 
with levity, or want of respect; bllt in truth the whole style and tenor of bis communication 
puts one so much in mind of the humorous dO!nDa of "much ado about nothing,".and sage' 
apothegm of •• much cry and little wool," that I fear I shall scarcely be able to presen'e due 
decorum while compl.Jing with the orders ()f his Honor in Council in co~unica.ting my 
views on the subject. 

10. The first plj.ra. bf Mr. Finnie's letter shows that, though he has now resided near!y 
two y~ars in the ~idst of an active cotton-growing population, he bas only laf:ely pai,d 
attention~ to the subJect, and fJegun 'to learn what has been. perhaps for centunes, th.elE 

practice 

* Extract Minutes of Consultation under date 16th September 1846. 

t See Despatcb, No. 16, under date 14th July 1847, page 149 of thiA Return. 

! Half-pressing, ropes, gunnies, &c. 
Cart-hire to Cauverypoorum • 
Full screwIng tmd sbippiDOO' - - _ • - _ - -
Freight ~ - - "- - - _ _ _ • - - - - -
DOCK and town dues, cartage, porterage, warehou~e rent, fire insurance, brokerage, &e. 
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-practice in conducting their commercial operations, and their .. means and capacity" for 
preparing their staple article of trade for the market. Having at length been roused from 
his lethargy, he has hastily begun to inquire, and having hurriedly become very confusedl, 
and imperfectly acquainted with some of these, hI:: instantly lIoSsuwes that everyone else IS 
as i!!'llorant 8S himself, which is scarcely just towards th08C who have gone before, and, 
with"out a moment'li rp.fiection or further inquiry, has the honour, the pleasure, and the 
satisfaction to forward, 118 an extreme novelty, a speCimen of cotton ~I!uch as, I think, I am 
safe in stating is to be met with every day in each of th~ weekly'village fairs or markets 
throu.,.hout this distrilOt), cleaned by thp, churka alone. How e18e could it be cleaned by 
the churka than alone? Has ,Mr. Finnie never until now seen a churka at work that he 
should wonder at a matter so simple? Or is there something new in his mode to which 
he refers under the designation of new regime? If so, it ought, I conceive, to ha\e been 
stated. But whether there is or not, I saw the Government I'crews in Palamcottah in 
1827 (21 years ago), pressing just such cotton as this; and al!ain in 1836 I !law those of 
Messrs. Hughes & Baggot :pressing sucb like cotton in both Tinnevelly and Tutacoreen; 
and, Iastl" the specimen is not better, if indeed so good, as much cotton I have seen leave 
this distrIct bound to Tinnevelly and Bombay, whence, I am told, it is resl)ectivcIy exported 
&8 "Tinnevelly" and" Broach." 

11. Paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 exhibit in a favourable point of ,-jew the l1ighly persuasive 
powers of :\1r. ~~innie's eloquence as effecting the complete and sudden reformation of 
.a. people proverbially the least changeable of any in the world. "Hitherto their cleaning 
houses have been filled with rubbish; and a compound of villainous smells, and now they 
.are clean and neatly matted," all owing to Mr. Finnie's well-directed .. shafts of ridicule." 
How much of this is imaginary I am unable to say; but I know that in Coimbatore, where 
the people are much alike, the cotton is as clean, and y~t it is all churkaed in their own 
houses. Here tl1ere are about 150 families churkaing for us, each of whom carries home 
one or two maunds at a time, and brings it back when done, taking away a fresh supply. 
This enviable power of suddenly carrying conviction to the dull imperturbable native 
mind seems to be a vcl'! recent acquiSItion, and has worked with marvellous rapidity, as, 
some 14 months ago, Mr. Finnie consulted me officially as to what measures he should adopt 
to overcome ,the obstinacy of native dealers in witl1holding their cotton at reasonable prices; 
and arram, in a private note, dated the 4th May 1848, he addrcssed me to advise him on the 
same ~ubject. Only 20 days after, he pledges himself to Govel"Dment " ultimately" to have 
the whole crop of Tinnevelly cleaned according to a particular Yery superior pattern, 
though for the whole previous year and half he could not induce one of the holders to 
part with a few scores of the candies of their cotton on anything like reasonable terms. Is 
It possible, under such circumstances, to attach any weight to his pledge? For myself, I 
hesitate to do so. 

12. The mountains of opposition so prominently adverted to in "'he 6th para. are an 
-enignlll. to me, and a still greater one is their sudden dispersion. On the 4th of May they 
-existed in all their pristine grandeur. On that day he says, " Tell me, shall I purchase 
cotton at eight rupees?" And on the 24th they seem all, like summer clouds, to have 
melted into air, or been cast into the sea, he in that short interval having effected a
" pacific revolution in cotton among the democratic republiclUls of Hindustan." 

13. The matter of the 7th para. has been already.adverted to, and the 8th I pass 
over, as it refutes itself, there being DO cotton grown in the jungles. The 9th I confess 
I do not understand; it is too grandiloquent for my humble capacity; but, as an organized 
system is spoken of, though not explained, my experience enables me to throw some light 
on that idea. 

14. The system pursued here is based on the fact, that carefully picked cotton is never 
dirtied or mixed with trash in passing through the churka or gin. Acting on this fact, we 

.systematically reject every load of slovenly ill-picked cotton, and DflW it rarely happens 
that a bad load is offered out of the thousands brought for sale. Owing to this care, our 
cotton will doubtless fetch higher prices than the average sum of native cottoa sent to 
England; but at the s8.1he time we have t~ pay a little higher for it, probably from a ha.lf 
to one rupee per candy more than na.tive merchants give, which we find enough to secure 
for us the pick of the market. By thus buying none but the best, we are saved from the 
necessity, common among native merchants, of getting rid of inferior qualities, by mixing 
them with superior ones, but in such proportions only as not to reduce the whole below a 

.certain well-known standard. Their roguery, however, is not limited to that minor degree 
of unfair trafficking. Some years ago we had several.bales of damaged American cotton, 
which I did not think worth the cost of sending home, and offered it for sale in Coimbatore; 
it was immediately purchased at the high figure of 50 ntpees the candy. I was afterwards 
induced to inquire the purpose for which it was bought, and was told. to mix with some 
inferior very short stapled native cotton, its long staple ena.bling them to pasa off the other 
at full prices as :first sort: such being the morality of native cotton dealers, I do not 

.anticipate much permanent benefit from either Mr. Finnie's newly organized system,. or 
from his eloquence, whatever he may think to the contrary; but the truth is, the natives 

..are quick and shrewd observers of character, and know how to turn it to their own advan-
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tage. They have lon~ refused to deal with :Mr. Finnie, no doubt expectin<J' to force him to 
give high prices: havmg at length got tired of that, and finding no other "purchaser!!, and 
seeing moreover his ig~orance C!f much C?f the!r business, and. his ~penness to tlattery, are 
now, through that medlUm, trymg to gam theIr ends by leadmg lum to suppose that his 
eloquence was so very convincing, 'that whole provinces are already profitinfl' bI it. lie 
appears to have fallen into the trap, has engaged a quantity of the article fo;' shipment to 
England, and requests Government to allow him to encourage the production of the article 
to a large extent, but without giving any' specific data on which to ground a Government 
resolution. • 

15. In thus criticisin~ :Mr. Finnie's letter, I have perhaps taken too great a liberty, and 
rendered myself amenal>le to censure: should his Honor in Council be induced to talce 
tlUs view, I trust he will permit me to urge, in exculpation of my fault. that the letter is 
dIctated in the most inexplicit terms, and addressed to persons less r..onversant with the 
subject than it is my duty to be; and that, did I neglect to guard the Government a<J'ainst 
being misled by statements so loose, and displaying so little acquaintance with matt~rs to 
which they refer, and with what the writer is supposed to be familiar, I should fail in an 
essential part of my duty as head of tMs establishment. I have already most unwillingly 
felt it my duty to solicit attention to 'the want of exertion on the part of Mr. Finnie 
towards advancing the objects for which he is employed, and as I conceive his present letter 
more than confirms all I have there advanced, I have taken advantage of it to prove my 
allegations, by pointing out, that up to a very recent period, he has never given his attention 
to that portion of his du~ies, and is totally unacquainted wit.h them. For a lon~ time he had 
been unable to purchase even a few candies of seed cotton on which to employ his gins, and 
within a fe,v days after he has the assurance to pledge himself to an impossibility, it being 
impossible, on a large scale, so to clean cdr!)lessly ill-picked cotton, so as to bring it to the 
high standard of his ~amples, and still sell it at a reasonable price; flO that befo)'e he could 
fulfil his pledge, he mllst first be able to impress every picker in these districts with a con
viction of the necessity of careful picking, and guarding against mixing dirty leafy locks, 
picked' off the ground with that picked cleanly off the bushes, that being the great source of 
the injury designated leafy cotton. Having accomplished that first step in his task, the 
rest is easy, clean picked seed cotton never being dirtied while churkaing. 

16. AU this mighty reform is to be speedily brought about through lIfr. Finnie's eloquence 
and well-directed" shafts of ridicule," which his flatterers, doubtless to serve their own 
pm'}>oses, are making him believe are a thousand times more persuasive than was the sermon 
of St. Peter on the day of Pentecost, the Apostles having only 'converted 3,000 souls, 
while Mr. Finnie is represented as reforming whole provinces, including a population of 
probably nearly half a million of inhabitants. 

17. A slender acquaintance with the Hindoo character mltst satisfy everyone who will 
take tlle trouble to lICHeet on the baselessness of these aspirations, and of the incapacity of 
the man who could so confidently put them for the guidance of the duties intrusted to his 
charge. 

18. Begging leave most respectfully to apolowse for the length of this letter, which 
nothing but tne importance and deep interest J take in the whole subject could justify, 

Coimbatore, 
21 June 1848. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 
Supt. Cotton }'arms. 

To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George . 

. Sir 
I HA;E the honour, on the part of the committee of the Cliamber of Commerce, to 

acknowledO'e receipt of your letter of the 10th inst.ant, with accompanying Minutes of Con-
sultation of the same date, and a sample of Tinnevelly cotton. , 

2~ From the tenor of yOU! letter, and the concluding para. of the Minutes of CODs.ul
tation above acknowledged, the committE'e are led to apprehend that the only question 
directly referred to them is the valuation to be set upon the mustf'r of c!>tton forwarded, 
and to this duty they accordingly confine themselves on the present ?CCaBion .. nut should 
it have been the intention' of the Ri"'ht Honourable the Governor- In Council, wIlen for
warding to them Mr. Finnie's letter 1":, exttllsf), to invite the proffer of remarks upon it, the 
committee beg to say that, on your giving them an intimation to such effect, they will be 
very happy to communicate their views upon the general purport of that letter. . 

3. With r~spect to the value to be set upon the cot~01!' the committee find t~t the 
muster sent IS very clean and of good colour, but that It 18 of short staple. TaklDg the 
present extreme range of London prices for Tinnevelly cotton at 3d. to 4d. per lb., ~nd. 
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assuming that a parcel of uniform good quality would realise 3 j d. per lb., the committee 
nre of opinion that a parcel, the whole being similar to the muster before them. might be 
expected to realise the same price, viz. 31 d. per lb., and possibly might bring i d. per lb. 
more. 

Madras'.' 

Chaml.er of Commerce, Madras, 
28 June 1848. 

MINUTE~ 

(signed) Jas. OuchterZony. 
Chairman. 

I HAVE deemed it advisable, before I proposed any replies to the letters of datetr. '&e. 
noted in the margin,'" to make myself acquainted with the voluminous correspondence which 
has passed on the subject of the introduction of American cotton, and the improvement of 
the Indigenous plant within the M adras Presiden~y. 

The whole question seems tQ me to have been very ably and fully discussed, and I have . 
no intention of touchipg on it at present, beyond what may be requisite in briefly suO'O'est-
ing replies to the l,.tters that remain unanswered. "'''' 

In reply to No.1, I think Dr. Wight should be informed that Government approve of 
the measures he has adopted, as reported in his letter, to encourage the growth of New Para. 3-
Orleans cottoR, by offering an enhanced price for all of it that shall be brought to him for 
sale, but that they are not prepared to sanction the announcement suggested in the 4th 
para. of his letter, for limiting his purchases to that description alone, which would not only 
.be at variaiIce with the instructions of the Honourable Conrt, but might injure the revenue 
to be derived from • native cotton cultivation, and cause great distress amongst the ryots 
who have not yet turned their labour to raising the exotic plant. 

This withholding of sanction would appear to be the more expedient, as I 'observe that' 
Dr. 'Vight eXp'ressly says that "the cotton markets in the district have for the last two 
seasons been so sparingly supplied with purchasers, that only for the Honourable Court's 
order for 6,000 bales, the trade in native cotton would have been at a standstill;" a remark 
which, by-the-bye, I may here observE!, seems to me to be somewhat at variance with the 
calculations shown in a subsequent para., in which allusion IS also made to " the high prices 
the article bore in the local markets, especially at the beginning of the season." - . 

Dr. 'Vight may be further informed, with reference to his letter under date the 26th of 
October last, forming an enclosure to the one under reply, that tlle topics embraced in it 
have been referred to the Honourable Court. It may be observed, that with the full'dis
position to support, by giving trial to his views, the concurrent Opiniot:lD of others is equally 
entitled to the consider~tion of Government, and -that the result of the Government farms 
hitherto has not been such as to authorise the establishment of additional ones without the 
Honourable Court's express permis!\ion. 

I do not think that Dr. 'Vight's animadversions on, and criticisms of Mr. Finnie's senti
ments,.ought to be noticed in any shape. Letter 2 is entirely composed of them, and such 
is the verbose confusion of ideas in which Dr. Wight has indulged, that it is. not possible 
to co~prehend his opinion of the' ~ample of cotton which was sent to him fqr that express 
purpose. 

The ouly part ofletter No. ;l which seems to call for immediate orders, is the Collector's 
recommendation, that "Government should set up a. few small thrashers and some cheap 
simple pre~ses in different localities," to which effect sanction may be granted, leaving it to 
the discretion of Mr. Thomas, in communication with 1\1r Finnie, to settle, the number of 
the different machines as well, as their local positions. 

1\1r. Finnie's letters which eame enclosed in the Collector's do not appear to me to require 
special notice. He has already been apprised, by Minutes of Consultation of the lOth of 
June, that Government must have before them full details as to prices, quality, quantity, 

Para. 17. 

&e., before they can sanction" large purchases; " and I must here add, that this information 
is obviously indispensable to a proper understanding of the matter, as it is shown by Mr •. 
Thomas's letter that there are at present no less than six agents at Tutacorin, "all buyers Para. 7. 
of cotton as good as they c~ get." . 

This latter fact leads me to observe, that Mr. Finnie should be instructed to send his 
letters invariably through the Collector. He did not do so by that of the 24th of ~lay. 
and the consequence is, that 1\lr. Thomas cannot understand what he (Mr. Finnie) alludes 

to 

• No.1. From Surgeon Wight, Superintendent, dated 2d June 1848. No.2. From Surgeon Wight. 
Superintendent, dated 21st June 1848. No.3. From the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated the 2d of June 
1848, With Enclosures from Mr. Fmnie, Cotton Planter. No. 4,. From the Collector of Tinnevelly. dated 
the 5th of Junc 184S, with Enclosures Irom Mr. Finnie, Cotton Planter. No.5. From the Chairman of 
the Madras Chamber of Commerce, dated the 28th June 1848. 
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to in SOlue of the proposals. made in. his communica.tion of the 15th of that month as t() 
(C c.reating a market il?- Tinnevelly," where it is evident a very extensive one ;lreatly 
eXIsts. . 

I may close these hasty observations, by noting that the experiment about to be nl.1.Je 
?y Messrs. Lines' house, 8po~~n o~ in the Colle~to~'s letter, is. likely to be highly interc-t~ 
mg. My own confirmed OpinIOn IS, that the princIple on whIch that experiment ill to be 
made is the only true test of success, and that however satisfactory the apparent outtnrn of 
public agency, w~et~e~ thr?u~h farms or purchasers on behalf of Government, might bc, it 
would fonn no cnterIon to Jndge by of the future, because the moment that public acrency 
ceased, the stimulus would be exhausted, and every trace of it would rapidly disappcar. 
On the other side ?f the question, I hold, that by .encouragin~ the pe?ple to exert thcm~ 
selves, and by placmg amongst them persons qualIfied to adVIse and lUstruct them in the 
cu\tivation, and cleaning, and preparing of their cotton, we do all that is practicable to 
.obtain ,in the long run, however slowly, the desired object. 

Copies of the r?plies to be 8~D.t to Dr. W,ight and Mr. Finnie, grounded on this minute, 
should be transmitted to the Collector of TmU6velly, and he be assured of the gratification 
with which Government recognise his public zea.l and exertions on' this important 
sYbject.' • 

15 July 1848. 
(signed) 

, (No. 8H.-Revenue Department.) 

E~T.n4-CT from the Minutes o( Consultati9U, under date 27 J ulJ i848. 

Read the following Papers! . 
From ,Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimba~re. 

[Here enter 2d Jllue J848, No. 670.] 
Fl\OJn the Collect<U' pf 'l'Ulnevelly. 

[Here enter 2d Jlln~ 1848, No. 126.] 

From the Collector of Tinnevelly. 
[Here .enter 5t~ June 1848, No. l29.] 

Frol!l ~r. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter in Tinnevelly. 
[Here enter 12th June 1848; No. 711.] 

]'roJll Suxgeon R. Wight .. Superintendent Cotton Farm.s, Coimhatore. 
[Here enter 21st June 1848, No. 746,J 

F;r.om ihe Cha4:man of the ChambeJ; of Commerce. 
tHeDe enter 28th June 1848, No. '163.] 

1t>Iinute by the ;Right Honourable thE; President. 
[Here enter 15th July 1848, No.8S7.} 

Para. 1.' 'l:a:E Right Honourable the Governor in COU;J;lcU approves of the measures adopted 
by Dr. Wight, and reported in his letter of the 2d June 1848, to encour~ge the growth of 
New Orleans cotton by offering an enhanced price for all of it that shall be brought to him 
for sale; but he is not prepared to sanction the announcement suggested in the 4th para. 
for limiting his purchases to that description alone. Such a measure. he observes, would 
be 'at variance with the instructions uf the Honourable Court of Directors, and might 
'injure the revenue to be derived from nativ41 eotton cultivation, and cause great di$trCH 
amongst the ryots who have not yet turned their labour to raising the exotic plant. 

2. Dr. Wight states in the same paragraph, that." the.cotton markets in the district have 
for the last two seasons been so sparingly supplIed WIth purchasers, that only for the 
Honourable Court's order'for Q,OOO bales, the trade in native cotton would ha.ve ,been. at a 
stand!ttiU," but the Government cannot quite reconcile this statement with tlmt made jo a 
subsequent para. (17), in which allusion is also made to .. the high prices the article 
hore in the local markets, especially at the beginning of the season." 

3. The condition' ot the roads, which is referred to in para. 6, is at present en~aging 
the attention of Government,'" especially the opening of a communication across the 
Anamalay Hills to facilitate the conveyance of the produce of Coimbatore to ~e CQalIt at 
Cochin. Dr. vVio-ht's observation t on this subject will be brought to the notice of the 
Board of Revenll~ for their early report. • 

4. Dr. Wight will be informed, with reference.to the letter of !he 26th Octo~e~ 1847, 
appended to his communication of the 2d June 1848, that the toplCS embraced lU It have .. 

been 

.. From Board of Revenue. 12tb August 1847, No.377; EXUole1, Miu. CoilS. 2d October 18t7,No.lOi9. 
t P. 6 ofletter, dated 2d June 1848. 
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been referred to the Honourable Court." It should be also intimated to him, t~t though 
there is every disposition to support his views by giving them trial, it must be remembered 
that the concurrent opinion of others is equally entitled to the consideration of Government, 
and that the result of the Government farms hitherto has not been such as to authorise the 
establishment of additional ones, without the Honourable Court's express permission. That 
part of the proposition, with the arrangements for giving effect to it, viz., the employment 
of additional assistants and apprentices, must therefore await the decision of the Honourable' 
Court; but tile Government purp<1Se in the meantime to request their special attention to 
the application of Dr. Wight on behalf of his tv. 0 assistants, Messrs. Sherman and Cuxton, 
to whose cases he has agam adverted in the letter under consideration~ as well a .. on behalf 
of the East- Indian lads already on the establishment of the cotton farms, to whom he has 
recommended an increase of salary. Mr. Sherman has been already employed on the farms 
for I!ix ye~rs. and the Government' are glad to learn the favourable testimony borne to his 
sen ices by Dr. Wight, as well as to those of Mr. Cuxton, who has been on the establishment 
since htJanuary 1847. ' 

5. A copy of para. 5 of Dr. Wight's letter of the 21st June will be transmitted through 
the Collector of Tinnevelly to Mr. Finnie, with instructions to communicate to Dl'. 
'Vight the extent to v. hkh he will be enabled to aid him in supplying the cotton ordered 
by the Honourable Court of Directors. It .is observed, that under date the 28th August 
1846, Mr. Finnie WlI8 instructed to afford Dr. Wight all the aid he required in respect of 
these orders of the Honourable Coun. 

6. The Governor in Council approves and sanctions the proposition recommended by 
tIle Collector of Tinnevelly in para. 2 of his letter of the 2d of June 1848, t~at " Govern
ment should set up a few small thrashers and sOllle cheap simple presses in different 
localities." He leans it to the 'discretion of Mr. Thomas, in communication with :Mr. 
Finnie, to ~ett1e the number of the different machines, as well as their local positions, and 
requests that a bill for the actual charges incurred on this account may be submitted for 
special sanction. 

7. Mr. Finnie lrll8 already been apprised, in reply to his letter of th~ 24th May 1848, 
that Government must have before them full details as to prices1 quality, quantity, &c. 
before .. they can sanction large purchases" of cotton. The Governor in Council considers 
this information indispensable to a proper understanding of the matter, as it is shown by 
para. 7 of Mr. Thomas's letter that there are at present no less than -six agents at Tuti
corin .. all buyers of cotton as good as they can get." 

8. Referring to this fact, the Go~'ernor in Council desires 1\1r. Finnie may be instructed 
to submit his communications invariably through the Collector of Tinnevelly. His omission 
to do so with respect to his letter of the 24th May has rendered unintelligible to that officer 
the proposals made in his ~ommunication of the' 15th of that month as to "creating a 
market in Tinnevellyt where, it is evident, a very extensive one already exists. 

9. In reference to para. 3 of Mr.1'homas's letter, the Governor in Council requests 
that Mr. Finnie may be instructed to communicate with ,Dr. 'Wight as to the disposal of the 
American gin which is represented to be .. now lying in pieces at Tutico'rin, useless ever 
since it. was purchased, and going rapidly to decay." Mr. Finnie should be required to 
explail\. tho circumstance under which this machinery has been allowed to remain so long 
unused. . 

j 

10. The Go\ernor in Council requests that application be made in the prescribed form 
for the employment of a native assistant under Mr. Finnie, on a salary not exceeding 
15 rupees per mensem. when the sanction of the p-ov-ernment of India will be obtained for 
the 8ame. He grants authority for a press being made tlf as may seem most convenient, 
according to the sketch furnished in Mr. Thomas's letter 0 the 5th June 1848, and desires 
that a bill for the actual charges be submitted for special sanction. The sketch will be 
returned with these proc'eedings" as requested by Mr. Thomas. 

11. In comnnmicating these proceedings for the informa.tion and guidance ,of the Col
lEctor of Tillnevelly, the Governor in Council resolves to assure ]\Ir. Thomas of the grati
fication with which Govetnment recognise his public zeal and exertions ()R this important 
subject. • 

12. Ordered, That paras. 1 to 5 of the foregoing resolution-be communicated to Dr. "'Wight, 
with reference to his letters dated 2d and 21st June 1848, and also para. 9. 

13. Ordered also, That paras. 5 to 11 be transmitted to the Collector of Tinnevelly, and 
para. 3 to the Board of Revenue in the Department of Public 'V ()rks. 

(signed) H. C. lJIontgomery, 
S!!cretary to Government. 

• Revenue, UthJau,Iary lS48,~o. 7. 

296-Sess. 2. 5 S 2 
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Diary to Cons. 
tst Sept. 1846, 
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Min. of Con5. 
loth June 1848, 
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From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F.. 7'/lOmas, Esq" Chief SecretlllY to 
(jovemm~nt, Fort St. Georg~ '. 

, Sir, 
Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to forward, fOI' the consideration and orders of Government 

.the accompanying letter from MJ·. Finnie, cotton planter, proposinCJ', for rea'lOIlS shown thdt 
he be allowed to extend his 'supervision to Coimbatole. ,0 , 

2. Mr, F~nnJe's chief operations have hithelto been carried on at Aroopoocottah in 
Madura, but he has likewise a small farm for cotton cultivation at Courtalum in Ti~ne
velly, and the gin-house has, also bee~ built at Sh~vac"usey, i!l t~is district. As hi now PIO
J>oses {ulther to extend hiS opel'auons to COlmbatore, It IS for the consideration of 
!JC?"iernment wht:ther his ~CCOU!lts ~hould. not ,be ~eblt~d to the district In which the t'Xpense 
)s wcurled, and Mr. Flnme placed In cotnmunlcatIon with the Collector thereof· ifhe is to be 
suppl!ed with money for ccntingent'expenses',in Coimbatore, it would seem ~ecessary that 
the dI~bursemellts should be made there,. as It could not be so convenientlj selit him as it 
has hitherto been done; Arpopoocottah, though In Madura, bemCJ' near the TinnevclIy 
boundary. 0 , 

Tin~evelly, TI ichendoor, 
~4 April 1849, 

(signed) • F. B. Elton, 
Acting Collector. 

From T. J. Fimde, E,sq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq. Acting 'Collector, 
Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
l' 'HAVE the honour to submit the following 'for your own and the considel'ation be' 

Government. 
, 

2. The de11la,ndior, the cotton of thIS p.lft of tile country is so rapidly increasing, and the 
prices ,oftered .now are so ,high, as very ma;erially to affect the estimate I CaRt year set on 
th~·article. \l,heD well cleaned. I then made the ms"(imuIU 55 rupees per candy, at ,which 1 
,succeeded in gettiljlg slime cleaned by the peol>le With their own churka Jl1 a superior man
ner: that price has slOce been gIven for .the ordinary article, and IS now the ruling pI'lce for 
the crop that IS just coming in.' The agents, I am glad to observe. stlpl1late for a well
cleaned alticle, which II! the !?:re~t object now to be attained in )'egard to the indigenous 
cotton; (The' CI'OP elf Tinn~vel1y and Madura, which districts supply the gl'eatt'r portIon of 
that which is taken to Tutacorrn, is likely tl) fall far short of an averagt> crop this year, in 
consequence of the want of rain, and the, people hele havmg been mad~ aware. of the im
portance o'f attention to cleanness, will not, I hope, require such constant personal attention 
as hitherto; and if I cons~dered my own ease and comf,)ft, I might now qUIetly fold my arms 
and se~ th~ work progless; but, as was my object from the first, I wish this to be the centre 
of the'circle of my operati6ns', and I d(,sJr~ to extend the system gradually. until it tpreads 
over lhe 1\!nglh and breadth of ,tht' land; and with thi~ view I respectfully propo$e th:H I 
be a1l6wed to extend IlJY superVISI()n to the distrIct of COimbatore. 

3. I wish to state distmctly ~hat I d" not desire to intel-fel'e with Dr. Wight's plans Ilt all ; 
Ishall avoid his immediate vicimty. Let him pUJ'sue his o\\n views to the limited exten~ to 

which they lire applrcable to Ihis country; as he and I pursue a couJ'se diametrically oppo
site, we al e not lIkely to clash. Let him cultivate at Government CIlSt, r wish t'l introduce 
a plan among the people that will pel'manentfy extend their operations, and increase the 
produce of Ihe country, at a profit to those whose business it is to look to their own pecuniary 
interest. My immediate object is 10 induce them 10 clean the indigenous cutton by the 
means at Iheir command, In a mannel' more suitable tl) the wants of the purchasers; bllt if I 
find it pI acticable to induce them to cultivate the American cotton. [ shall do th'It al'1o, by 
which, combined means we improve the indigenous article, and introduce a better qu ity 
which may gradually supersede the inferior plant. _ • 

4. If thIS plan meets the appNbatlon of Government.I slla\} cheerfully exert my best 
efforts to accomphsh all that may be expected Irom the course of procedure; I dare not, 
however, hold out any hope of a very blllliant lIuccess at once; it is a national work, and 
to change the customs of a nation, permanently, is not the work of a day, bllt of the best 
efforts of successive dynasties. • 

• (signed). Thomas James 'Finnie, 
Sevacausey, 18 Aplil 1849. ,f Cotto~ Planter •. ' 

, (No •• 483.)-Hevenue Department. 

EXTRACT frolD t~e Minutes of Consultation, under date 16 May 1849. 

Read the rOllO":lllg letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevell>:; : 

FOI ward 109 for the con~idera\ioll and orders of Government the accompanying letter from 
Mr. Finnie, 
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Mr. Finnie, cotton planter, proposing, for reasons shown, tTlat he be allowed to extend his 
supervision to Coimbatore. 

[Here enter 24 A pril(J.849. No. 79.] 

THE RiO'ht honoUl'able the Governor in Council is not disposed to accede to the appli
cation of Klr. FInOle to be permitted, to extend hIs supervision to Coimbatore, and thmks 
that, pendln'" certain measures in contemplation respectin!!, the Government experiments 
generally, w~ch will be communicated in due course, Mr. Finnie should confine his oper~
tions as heletofore, to the districts of Madura and Tinnevelly. 

(signed) H. C. :v.untgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

To the Chief Secretary, Fort St. George. 
Si~ _ 

As the subject of this letter'is one with which toy immediate superior has nothing to do, 
I hope I may be pardoned for addressing you dlt'ect. , 

2. While I was ill Madras the merchants suggested to me the propriety of placing myself 
in commuDlcation with the Chamber of Commerce, and send' to that body from time to 
time such statements as I deemed of general interest, assuring me at the same lime that they 
are deevly interested in the enterprise lD which I -am engaged, but regretted much that they 
knew s~ httle of w hat had been done, or of the plans pursued for the accomphshment of the 
great object In view" 

3. As the busmess is considered' to be of public interesl, and as the merchants are so 
immediately interested, and indeed whose cO-Dperation is so important to its success, I have 
the hunour to solicit permission ,to commumcate with the Chamber of Commerce at 
Madras. 

4. I make dais d\>plication on public grounds. Finding that my coadjutor at Coimbatore 
industliously circulates statements· di!lEaraging my efforts and misrepresenting my views, 
which are only known to Government, I beg that the Right h~nourable the Governor in 
-Council will be't>/eas.ed to' allow me to place myself in communication with a body of 
accomplished' business men, than whom none are more capable of deciding upon the plans 
:we pursue for the attainment of results which all so heartily desire. 

(signed) Thomas James Finnie, 
Sevacausey,l May 1849. Cotton' Planter. 

(~o. 509.) 

THE Goyernur!n Council -observes that, under the authority of the Court of Directors, 
Mr. Fmnie was permitted to act as a general agent for the supply of cotton, and if in this 

,capacity he has occasion to corl espond with the Cbamber of Commerce ne i., quite at liberty 
to do so; but the Governor in Council thinks that communications of any other kind, while 
he is in the Govel'Oment service, should be only made through the channel IIf the Collector 
of Tinnevelly. as laid down by the orders of Governplent of the 27th July Jast, and by that 
·officel' submitted, if necessary, to 9:overnment. 

(signed) 
Fort St. George, 

22 May 1849. 

H. C. ldo7ltgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

(!\o. 162.) 

, From C. J. Bird, Esq., Acting dollector, to Sir H. C. M'ontgomer!J, Barto, 
• Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. ' 

Sir, 
GOVERNMENT b:)\'ing been pleased to grantt to Mr. Finqie, cotton planter, leave uf 

absence'tot' one month preparatory to qUitting the country, which he proposest to do by 
the steamer to sail from Madras about the 13th of October next, I nave the hononr. with 
refel ence to Mr. Finnie's opinio'l § of the incapaCity or his Assistant, Mr. Fugle, and of the 
East Indian lads. to request that either Mr. Sherman or Mr. Cuxton, from Coimbatore, may 
be ordered to proceed to Sbevacau~ey, as determined in para. s of Minutes of Con~ultatioa of 
1st Ju'ne last, to_ receive charge from Mr. Finnie of the cotton gins and other Government 
propelty connected with the cotton experllllent, before his departure from hence'about lhe 
13th proxlll)o. 

Tinnevelly, 23 August 1849. 
(sig~ed) C. J. Bjrd, 

Acting Coll('ctor. 

• Circular, dated Coi~batore, 20th Marcb 11i49' &e page illl' of this Return. 
t Minutes 9f CODsullation, 17th iDstant. t Letter, dated id iustant. 

~ Letter, dated 17th July 1849, paras. 4,5, and 6, e~closed. 
~96-Sel!s. 2. S S 3 

n. 
Madras. 
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ExTRACT from a Letter from 1: J. Fin1lie. Efq., Cotton Plante'r, to P. B. Elloll Esq. 
. Acting Collector of Tinneve1ly, dated 17 July 1849. " 

Para.4. 1 THINK that even if anything could be effe~ted'" \\lith the gms under any circum
stanct's, the effort would fdil in such hands ~s those of Mr. Fugle and the" Ellst India 
lads," and 'do what Govemment Dlay or can, it will ultimately be found that the effort wtIl 
prove the inutlhty of" fordng a lacutious" machine on a people whose condition is unsUited 

.to its use. 
6. As to the ability of the" East lOlli,1 lads," I know nothltlg, but they are hot lhe 80rt 

of people to mfluence the natlvt's of India, who are swayed so much by caste or positlOIL 
I have dOlle all I could to mduce the people t<! use the gillS. I offered them the use of the
machmes fOI' a very trifle, and then for nothing, and they entirely refuse to have anythmO' to 
rlolwlth them; anJ, a<;.1 have said, th~ gms WIll always remam idle after'l}overnment c~ase
to use them, dnd the gm-house dt Sevacausey, and the Ceylon mllclllnery, which I have 
erected, and which WOI ks beautifully, Will remam a cenotaph to the judO'ment of those who 
urged its purchase, after I had ascertained that it was not requiled. The.w 60 sdw-gins, 
I may I'emalk, do 110t 'Work well. 

(True extract.) , 
(signed) 

I 

c. J. Bird, 
Actmg Collector. 

(~o. 83S.)-Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation, under date 3 September 1849. 

R~ad the f()ilQwing lettel' from the Actang. Collector of TinneveI1y. 

[Here enter 23 August 1B49, No. 162.] 

1. Resolved, That the Actin!!: Principal Collector of Coimbatore bet requested to direct 
Mr. Cuxton to proceed without delay to Sevacausey and take .charge of the QjIUS and other 
Govetnment propel'tyattached to the cOlton experiment itl the Tillnevelly distlict, and to 
report to the Actmg Collector of Tmnevelly the probable date of his arrival in the limits of 
that district. • 

2. Undel' the opinion expressed by ~Ir. Finnie, the Government purpose issui~ order$
rel>peeting Mr. Fugle at a future period, but.desire m the meal)time that Mr. Bird will be 
care/ulnot to leave him in uncontrolled charge. 

(signed) H. C • .!fontgornery, 
Secretary to Government. 

(~o. 165.) 

FlOm C. J. Bird, Esq., Actmg Collector, to Sir H. C. Montgomery, Bart., Secretary to 
Goverl!ment,. F()rt St. George. 

Sir, , . 
I HAVE the honour to SII bmlt, for the consideration and orders of Government, copy of It 

Jetter received fl,om Mr. FIDnle, cotton planter, suggestmg the propriety of returoi~g the
:public cattlt·, &e., sent here from lIoonsoor, ill conformity WIth the orders contatned III the
\!X,tlact Irom the Mluutes of (Jor.~uItalion, l\nder date the 27th February last. 

2. So far as I can form a judgment .ill the short time since I joined my prest-nt appoint
mentl I (oncur with Mr. FinDie in thmking there IS no further occaSion for ~etalDing the 
Govel nment cattle at Sevacausey or Aroopoocottah. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
'l)nllevelly, 24 August 1849. Acting Collector. 

(No, 8.) . 
From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to C. J. Bird, Esq., Acting Collectol', Tillllevelly. 

ffi~' . 
I 1I A VE the honour to inform you that .the Sl'ed cotton that was purchased on account of 

Govelllment has all been Il,mned, and that part of the work closed yesterday. I request 
you will g,ve me IDstluctions regalding' the bullocks which \\erd sent here as the motIve' 
pO\fer for the gins. The bulloeks, dufl'adar, and dl'ivers are all- Idle now; and If it is· 
expectt'd that the cotton traders wdl adopt the gins, and that they will require the cattle to 

,give them motion, such expectatloll is doomed to inevitable di~appolntment; for even jf the-
people use the gms, which they WI)) not, they can put them in motton at a cheaper fa'te by 
fUIllH:lhmo- thei .. own cattle and dl ivers; and I respectfully suggest the propriety of returnmg 
tbe caltl~ to th,' Military Department; they'Jlave nothIng to do nere, and the expense 
amounts t.l dJ::l sum.ot 135 Lo 140 fU}J6rs per mensem, i( they are feu lIufficif'ntly to keep. 

, (hem-
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them in condition. I have had the' cattle well taken care of, and they are now in much 
-better plight than when they came here. I may take tbis opportunity to mention that the 
.ouffadar and drivers have behaved remarkably well, and have worked cheerfully and 
regularly IQ obedience to my oJ'(1ers. 

Sevacausey, 22 August 1849. 
(signed) T. J. Finnie, 

Cotton Planter. 

(No. 839.}-Revenue Department. 

EXTUCT from the Minutes oC Co~ultatil)n, undet· date 3 Septembet' 1849. 

RearJ the follO'Wing Jetter fr(.m the Acting Collec!or of Tinneve/lJ, (orwardina for 
orders ropy of a. letter received from Mr. Finnie, suggesting the propriety of rt:f~lIina 
the publiC cattle, &c. sent here fl'om ijoonsnor. . ;> 

[Berclentel' 24 August 184P, No. 165.] 
Para.. 1. THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council resolves to direet that llle public 

-cattle attached to the experimental cotton cultIvation in the Tmnevelly distriet be returned 
withuut further delay to the commissariat depot at Hoonsoor, from whence it would appear 
they we,'e taken 

2. The Acting Collector of Tinnevelly will require Mr. Finnie to fumish ~ report on th 
result of the experiment he was ordered by the resolutions of the 27th F.ebruary Illbt to try, 
,even on the little experience he has bad of it. 

. (signed) H. C.1Jfollt!10me,y, 
Secretary to Government. 

(NO'. 366.)-Revenne Department. 

EXTRACT from the Proe,eedmg. of the Board of Revenue, date4 16 August J849. 

Read the following: 

(No. 144.) 

From F. .p. Elton, Esq .• Acting Collector, to T. Pvcroj't, ElIq., ~e{'retary to the Board of 
- Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . 
Para. 1. I HA'fE the honour to forward for submission to Go'Vernmt'tlt, for their informa. 

U. 
AJadru • 

tion, a letter received from Mr. Finnie, cotton planter auached to this dIStrict, acknow .. Dated., Julr 
}. .. dging the receipt of a communication from me, forwaJ'ding t,im CO]?,! of the Minutes of 1849. 
-Consultation, under date 'the 1st ultimo, and cllllmg his attennon to the wishes of 
GovelDment therein expres~ed, and fUfDlShlDg him with mstructions fur earrying them out. 

2. Having been removed to another department. it seems needless for me to offer my 
opinion on the future prospects of the operations directed'to be carried on llnder the 
supervisiol.l of'the Collector of this district; but I may lIIenlion, that in the eal Iy part of the 
yea.r I had a. proclamation framed .in Tam ii, and read out at the jummahbundy of the' 
several talooks, containin~ in a concise form, and familiar language, the valuable practical 
information contalDed in DI', Roy!e's memo. on the cultare' of cotton in India, poinring 
out the great importance of ha\,lng the staple well cl~aned, and kept unaddlterated with 

,infelior sorts, and showing the people that the price of cotton in America was such, 
that they. might with every prospect of success cope with the lI~erchants of that country. 

3. I observe, by a report on till' trade of this provmce just sent up to the Repo~r of 
External Commerce, thut the libel'al enC()Ul'aO'ement afforded by the Government of India 
in taking off the export duty on cotton, seelll~ to have been attended with succei" in tIle 
impruvement of lhe tl'ade, the expOl'ts to China and London being dllring the past year 

.considerably ift ~xcess of the prt'ceding one, as shown below :-

Exports Exports 
I NCREA.SB# in In -- 1847~48. 1848-49. 

Cu.', R,. Co.', Rs. (;Q.', Rs. 

China - ,. 6,9:2,862 10,41,945 3,49,083 
-

London - -, 1,34,647 3,43,534 2,08,887 

. , ... 
• 4. As rega1ds the culture of the plant, I would strongly reeomml'nd a. fair trial ?C 
Captain Lawford's plan of irriaating iL A comparison of the costs of rai~ing cotton In 

-this wlly~ with that cultivated;n poonjab (dry) laud!!, can alone satisfactorily shoW,whether 
2g6-Sess. 2. S 5 4 . the 
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the incl'eased produce would be sufficieilt to cover the, additional cost of prod uctlon, but 
that this increase would take place to a large extent I have the most san!!Uine antlci·. . " . pabons. 'I 

(signed) 
Tinnevelly, Courtallum, 28 July 1849. 

F. B. Elton, 
Acting Collector. 

From T. J. Finllie" Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. IWon, Esq., Acting Collector, Ti,nnevelly. 

Sir, 
I B~VB ~he honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 840, dated the 6th jnst., 

and its enclosures, which 'Only reached me on tbe 11 th instant. 
~~ I 't'{ill cordially and cheerfully \ co-opel'ate with you in the pl:us propo.ed by 

Government. 
3. I have but vel')' little land under cultivation on Government account, and there,is no 

difficulty in relinquishing that at once. I shall, dispense with such of my eltablishment as 
are not required to aid JD the ginning the cotton on hand at Aroopoocotta and Sevacausey, 
which will require 15 or 20 days, and as long as the gins are going, J shall take pleasure 11\ 

affording the East India lads (one of whom has arrived) all the instl'Uction I can; but when 
the machines are not at work, I see not how I can instruct them in their use; and certain it. 
is, that after Government cease to purchase seed cotton and use the gins, they will ever be 
idle, for the natives will never use the machines. Indeed, as long as the merchants purchase 
dirty cotton we may despair of all improvement, even with the meanS aheady in the hands 
of the people, for the hope Ihat I last year entertained that they would take ,more care in 
cleaning and packing now proves abol tive, for they realised in the better part of the season 
as much for'ine dirty cotton as,! gave them for'the best article in the early palt of the season. 
All improvement rests With the merchants and manufacturels j but then the question al'lsee, 
Is it better for them to pay the people the exorbitant price they ask for exba caTe, or take 
the artIcle as it IS, and clean it ill the manufactory 'I I shall not pretend to answer this 
question. ' .. 

4. I think that even if anything could be effected with the gins under any circumstances, 
the effort would fld in such hands as those of Mr. Fugle and the" Ea!ot India lads," and 
do what Government mayor can, it \ViII ultimate\f be found that the effort Will prove the 
inutility of" forcing a f.1ctitious " machme on a people, whose condition is unSUited tu its use. 

6. As to the ability of the "East 1 ndia lads," I know nothmg, but thl'y art not the 
sort of people to mfluence the natives of India, who are swayed so milch by caste or pOSition. 
i hav!! done all I could tQ mduce the people tl) use the gms; I offered them the u~"" of 'he 
machine;; for a very trifle, and then for nothing, and they entlfely refuse to have anythlllg to 
do with them j and, as I have said, th~ gins will always remain idle after Government cease to 
use them, and the gin-house at Sevacausey, and the Ceylon machinery which 1 llave,erected, 
and whIch works beautifll11y, will rellJain a ,cenotaph to the judgm,er.t ofthose1who urged its 
purchase, after I had ascertained that it was not required. The new 60 saw-gins"l may 
remark, do not work wel~. 

7. You ask me if the "bullocks will be required any longer?" They Vt ill be required 
whenever the machinery is used, but if you rely on the people to use it, you ruay just as 
well send the bullocks back to Hoonsoor, pension poor Mr. Fugle, send tlle" East India 
lads" to some'workshop, and employ Mr. Shearman and Mr. CuxtolJ elsewhere, for the 
gins, I repeat, are unsuited to the people, and they will not use them. 

8. I have ceased purchasing, ~otton, and as soon as that on ha9d is ginned, I shall send 
it to Tutacorin, to be pressed for shipment. • 

, 9. The measures proposed by Government, as far as J am personally concerned, meet 
my cordial approbation; I have long seen the futility ot the cotton experiment in this 
part of the country, and I have not withheld from my employers my views on the subject, 
and though'it was of lIome importance to me to remam here for one or two years, the 10ve 
of 'eternal truth and etel'1lal justice would not pel mit me to d,. so without representing to my 
honourable masters the poor prospect there was of any gleolt benefit ari,ing from my 
operations. as a Government servant. I laboured assiduou .. ly to ascertain the true state of 
the cotton culture and trade, and applied my best efforts to a"('ertdID the best mean~ of 
impl'oTing- the one and extendlllg the othE-i'. I have not ind ulged in the-.znetaphyslcal 
subtleties of philosophy, but I have endeavoured to bring thl' sober r. su ts of E'Kpfmmental 
deductIOn to bear on the suhject, and after a careful cumparl,on of thp ,llmate (without 
reg.ard to heat 01' cold, to humidity or drought, exclUSively,) With other couDlries, I a~serted 
that my fE-ai'S that this country could not produce the Arm'rican cOlton pred.,mlnated above 
lJlY hope that it might, and after a careful analysis of the reldtlve condltwn of thIS (ountry 
and Amenca, whert' the bellefits of the gill are inestin.able an" indispensable', 1 said that 
the machine was not applicable to thiS country, that It was un-uiled to the genius of the 
people, and I have no <;duse to change the opimon I expressed 1n" either ca~e. 

10. I bave not confined myself to the track· pOinted out bJ psP.,do-sclenlJfic theory, but 
11ave launched boldlyJnto the broad ocean of practICal U1lhh, guidt'd by the north star 
of cp!Dmon sense, which, with some knowledge of pol,til',11 ecollomy, Wltll due regard ~o. 
cause and effect, enables me to draw approximate cancl ... sluliS a- t .. the rf'Bults of Ct'rtarn 
plal,n measures in· reference to natlonalmternal impJOveme"t d/ld Individual I,rospenty. ' 

• 11. If 
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11. If I had concealed from Government the clear perceptions I had, after laborious 
investigation, obtained of t.he business entrusted to me, I sh'lIild consider that I was 
chargeable with censure for a graver fault than a mere pa.ralogism; or if I had laid down 
narrow premises, and had drawn unsound conclusions, that could be upset, 1 should con
sider that I had laboured to little purpose. But I trust 1 have been of some service in 
eliciting and estabiJslllng the truth on the broadest basis. 

12. My only regret is that I have done so httle; that I have accomplished nothing for 
the benefit of this countly and its ryots; but I have done my best, and I can now return 
to my native land with the proud satIsfaction of having discharged my duty to my employers. 

(signed) T. J. Fin/tie, 
Scvacausey, 17 July 1849. Cotton Pldnter. 

Resolved, that the foregoing letter, with its enclosure, be submitted to the Right Honour
able the Governor in CounCil, with reference to extract from Minutes of ConsultatIOn, dated 
1st June last. • 

(A true el.tract.) 
(signed) 

MINUTE. 

T. P!JCJ:oft, Secretary •. 

IT is needlrs'l to enter into any lengthened examination of, or detailed rf'ply to Mr. 
Finnie's letter. He may be informeJ that Government fully appreciate hiS fxertions during 
the period he has been in the public scrvice, and by no means ~Iame him for the non-success 
of the measul'es tha~ have been adopted to induce the ryots to Improve the methods of p.ck
ina', cleaning ami preparing the cotton wool for shipment. It may be taken to be certam~ 
th~t sa long as thf'y ('an get an e('ual price (or even nearly so) for well or ill-cleaned cotton, 
they will nflt go t,) the trouble and CIlSt of altel'iog thell' old sy.tem. 

The pubhc cattle have been OIdered to be sent back to HOOUSOOl', aud Mr. Cuxton will 
by this time have arrived in TlDnevelly, and taken charge of the m,lCbmeIY. A period of 
some months, SdY to the close of the approaching cotton season, to ~ee wh€)ther the people 
WIll avail themselves of the use of the machmery 01' lIut, aud at the expiration of that periud, 
such oldels as may be applicable Will be ~.en. 

I knllw nothin~ of Mr. FuglE"s claims, or how long he has be .. n empioyed. It ii clearly 
proper he ~hould be either discharged !.Ir pe nSlOned, lind the Actmg Collector ,of Tinnevelly 
should be called on to report l'espectIDg him. 

With regard to Mr. Elton's lecommendation, that ilTigation should be tried, I have only to 
observe, lhat that solely rests on the ryots. Government will make no further trials of any kmd, 
as past ones have, in my opimon, done no good whatever, and have been attended with a. 
heavy expense into the bargain. The object of them was, as I conceive, to show the people 
how they were to raise fOIE'lgn cotton, a114 improve the mdigenous; but latterly the whole 
transaction has been: a mele ton'ed, fictItious speculation, which could not instruct the people, 
because they had no such command ofmoney or means as they saw brought into operation. 

31 L\ugust 184,9. 
(signed) Henry Pottinger. 

(No. 867.)-Revenue Departlllent. 
, '. 

EXTRACT from the Mi~tes of Consdltation, under date "12 September 1849. 

Read the following Papers:-

Extract from the ProceedinO's of the Board of Revenue. . .. 
[Here enter 16th August 1849, No. 366.] 

Minute by the Right Honourable the President. 
[Here enter 31st August 1849.] 

Para. 1 .. REFERRIN~ to the concludi~g paragraph of Mr. Finnie's letter ofth~ 17th July 
1849, WhIC~ accompaOled the comm~nlcahon of the Actmg Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 
t~e 28th 01 the same month. the Right Honourable the Governor in CounCil resolves to 
dIrl:ct that Mr. FlOnie may be informed that Government fully appreciate hIS exertions 
dUlmg the period he has been in the public I'Icl'Vice, and by 110 meiDs blame him tor the 
non-success o~ t?e measur~s that have been adopted to induce the .ryots to implove the 
method,; of plckmg, cleamng and prrparmg the cotton wool for shipment. It IS certain 
that so long as th.!lY cat) get an equal price (or even nearly so) for well or III cleaned 
cotton, they will not be at the trouble and cost of altering their old system. 

,2. As the public cattle have been orJered to be returned to Hoonsoor. and Mr. euxton 
~'Ill by th~s ti'.lle have arrived in Tmnevelly, and taken charge of the machinery, the Governor 
m CouncIl wIll hope to be informf'd. after the close of the approaching cotton season 
whether tbe people ha\'e availed themselves of the use of-the machinery or not, whe~ 
such further orders as may be necessary will be given. 

2g6-Sebs. 2., T T 3. The 

II. 
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3. The Governor in Council has no information oftIte nature of Mr. Fuo-Ie's services or 
claims on the Government, but is of opinion that, under the rt",tresentatlon "'given of him by 
Mr. Fmnie, be should be either discharged or otherwise provided for: he desires, therefore 
that the Acting Collector of 1'IDnevelly be called on to report respectmg him. ' 

4. With regard to Mr. Elton's recommpndation, that irli~ation should be trie,l, the 
Governor in Council observes, that .that matter rests !;olely wltb rhe ryotll. Gl)vernment 
have tllrel\.dy made tmw at a h"avy expense, witb the view of showin.,. the people how 
they were to raIse foreigu COlton, and impl'ove the indigenous; but the "'resultR have been 
unsatisfactory, and the whole tNnsaclion latterly has been a mere forced, fictitious specu
lation, which could not instruct the people, because they had no such command of money 
or mea,IS as they ~aw brought into operation. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomer!l, 
Secretary tl) Government. 

EXTRo\.CT Revenue Letter from Fort St. George; dated i2 August (No. 43) 18,j0. 

8. WE take this opportunity of forwarding a correspondence· having reference 
to die cultivation of foreign cotton in the Coimbatore district, which was origi
nally undertaken and persevered in by Mr. Wrollghton, the Principal Collector. 
and afterwards, on his recommendation, when quitting the Presidency for the 
Cape of Good Hope. continued, under our orders of the 16th May 1849. under 
the superintendence of the present Acting Principal Collector. The result of the 
experiment, for the four seasons on which it has been in operation, has been 
reported by Mr. Thomas, and reviewed by us, in our proceedings of the II th 
July 1850. That officer bas, for stated reasons, recommended that the experi
ment should be prosecuted for a still longer period; and as your Honourable 
Court have been pleased to direct the continuance of the cotton farms under 
Dr. Wight's superintendence, we saw no objection to the Collectorate farm being 
also continued until further orders, a1though of opinion that no real practicnl 
good, on a great scale, was likely to spring'from either undertaking. 

9. The charges incurred on this account, for the four years, ij; will be 
observed, amounted to Rs. 1,247. 5. 6., of which Rs.320. 6. 8. having been 
sanctioned on the 20th September 1845, the remainder, Rs.926. 14. 10., has 
now been passed by us. 

EXTRA.CT Forte St. George Revenue DULeY to Consultation of 22 lIayl849. 

Received tbe following Papers: 
MEMORANDUM. 

A FEW days before the departure for the Cape of Good Hope of lIr. 'Vroughton, the 
Principal Collector of Coimbatore, that gentleman brought to me, at my office, copies of 
his correspondence on the subj~ct of cotton cultivation, specimens of the cotton he had 
grown last seaSon, and the accompanying Statement of th; expense actually incurred by 
him in the cultivation, as an experiment, of 40 bullahs, or about 60 acres of land, or 
American cotton, together with the results partly estimated. Mr. Wroughton explained to 
me that his object was to show that American cotton could be most successfully and profit
ably cultivated in Coimbatore nnder the svstem he had followed; and by his statement 
thls is plainly shown, for the expenses, inclU'ding the Government demand for the land, are 
given at Rs. 595. 4. 7., the clear profit to the "ultivator, after paying these at Rs.2,36-l. 11. 5., 
or about 40 rupees per acre. 

Mr. WrQughton is very desirous that the experiment he has commenced with so much 
success should be continued; and he requested me to place the statement before the 
Governor in Council, and to solicit the support of Government. He proposes that t~e 
person, an intelligent duffadar of the Principal Collector's establishment, who, under his 
orders, has managed this experimental cultivation, should be permitted to cont!n~e t~e 
experiment, under the orders of the Acting Principal Collector, the duft'adar recelVlng his 
usual salary, and half of the profits as an encouragement. A note to this eff~ct, fro!ll ~Ir. 
'Vroughton, to my address, is herewith submitted. Mr. E. B. Thomas, the Acti~g PnnClpal 
Collector of Coimbatore, has expressed himself willing and desirous of carrym~ on :Mr. 
Wroughton's plans; and the interest he has always evinced while Collector of TmneveJ~y, 
in the improvement of cotton cultivation, and his acquaintance with the subject, render him 
peculiarly fitted 'to do so. Should the Governor in Council be inclined to receive with 

, favour 

• Dated 22d May 18.t9, Nos. 1 to 4, j 12th February 1850, Nos. 35 and 36; and 16th July 1850, Noo.. D 
to 11. 
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favour :Mr. 'Vroughton's proposition, the papers now submitted might be forwarded to Mr. 
Thomas, and authority given to him to advance from the public treasUiy, at his discretion, 
such moderate sums lor the prosecution of this experiment (on a scale not larger than Mr. 
Wrou~hton's statement shows his to have been) as may appear requisite. In this event, 
Mr. Thomas should be instructed to keep a careful .record of his proceedings. and a separate 
account, charging expenditure and profit to the head of the f.lxperimental cotton fanus. and 
at the termination of the season he should submit a report of the result with detailed 
accounta, for the information of Government and the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

:Madras, Government Office,} (signed) H. C. MontgMnery, 
10 April 1849. Secretary to Government. 

ACCOUNT CURRENT of the Expenses in the Experimental,Farm of J. Co Wroughton;Esq. 

Dr. 

r~--------¥-------------------------------------------,,--------~, 

To Government demand on 20 bullahs, or 57 j cawnies ofland 
" charges of ploughing 
" " of weeding - - .. .. .. 
" " of picking .. - .. - .. .. 
" " of conveyance to Coimbatore for 12 carts 
.. ,,_ of separating unclean cotton 
" seventy gunny pieces for bags -
" hire of sowin~ the same .. 
" ditto for repall"ing old bags :.. 
" ropes for sowing .. l-
II hire for bagging • ,. 
,. twelve ropes for baling - • 
" ceremonies performed in the field 
.. hire for conveying seed cotton 
" for cleanin~ the same - - • 
" purchase 01 coulters .. 
" repairs of godown 
" twelve panes of glass for windows to the cotton godown. including 

hire - - - - .. - - - - .. .. 
,. cocoa-nut leaves for thatching 
" bamboo mats 

servants' wa<res" - - - - -
" "J!I.' I.' • " advanced to the duuadar lor payment to eoolies 

" prospectiYe expenses 

'J clear profit to the cultivator .. 

Cr. 
r 

"," . 
Co.'s Rs. 

By value of cotton now received, 8! candies of first sort cotto?-, at 80 
rupees per candy. cleaned -

" ditto, second sort, at 30 rupees a candy, cleaned 
" ditto, of 400 maunds of seed - - - -
" ditto, of 21 ~ candies of first sort cotton, to be yet received, at 80 rupees 

a candy, cleaned - - - - - - .. • -
" ditto, second sort, at 30 rupees for 9 candies, ditto -
" ditto, of cotton seed - .' .. .. -

Co.'s Rs. 

~lEMORANDUlli. 

Ra. a. p. 
45 - 1 
42 4 -

120 11 10 
21 5 8 
13 
25 3 10 
;n 6 

2 
4 
7 -

2 B -
(; 7 -

4, 
2 B -

10 7 -
4 13 -
5 9 ~ 

4 8 
1 14 -
236 

14 
38 8 (; 

395 4 7 

200 

595 4 7 
2,364 11 5 

2,960 - -

Rs. a. p. 

680 
'90' 
50 

1,720 
270 
150 

2,960 

On the 12th of :March 1848 the ploug~ commenced, and continued to the 16th;: 
again from 22d to the 31st. From the 9th Aeril to the 14th, and from 24th to 30th 
A.pril. From the 12th of May to the 18th; 8gaJnfrom the 20th to the 31st. From June-
lOth to the 17th; again from 24th to 30th; -again from July 9th to the 161lJ. and from 

2g6-Sess. 2. T T 2 25tl! 
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25th to the 28th, when the seeds were sown. , Weeding from" 1st to 20th September 
1848. ' 

Clearing plants from 1st October to the 31st. '''eeding again let November' a!!ain 
clearing plants. Rains on the 2d and 20th August; slight 7th September. Hea;y ~ain 
October 22d, and 27th slight shower. November 9th heavy raini and 19th, "light 
shower. 

:My dear Sir Henry,. )!adru, Friday. 
HERE is the duffadar about whom I spoke yesterday. If you can induce Government 

to think that he can be trusted to act alone, I have no doubt that he will do more to 
en~ourage the growth of the American cotton in one season (should it prove an average 
one), than Dr. Wight has succeeded in doing up to this time. It will cost Government 
little more than his pay as du1fadar, and he might share in the profits. This man has 
been with me from the commencement of my several experiments, and knows as much 
as I do about the whole process. 

Po S.-His name is Soohoo Singh. 
(signed) 

MEMORANDUM b1 the Right Hon. the President.. 

No.2. I CANNOT say that Mr. Wioughton's correspondence and communications on the subject 
of cotton cultivation appear to me by any means to be satisfactory; at least, not near eo 
much so as I was led to anticipate, from what that gentleman told me. 

No.3. 

I see that in 1845 he spoke of .~ one more year" being required to perfect his experiments, 
and demonstrate his assertions; yet in the statement now forwarded (to uphold the applica
tion for his duffadar receivinO' advances), three-fourths at least of the profits are assumed 
()n a. prospective eatimate, which is just, as likely, in my opinion, to prove erroneous as 
otherwise. . 

I understood from Mr. Wroughton that his great object and study had been to conduct 
the whole process' of cultivation from the instant the land was procured from the tahseeldar 
up to the final gathering of the crop, precisely as a common TYOt of the middling clalls would 
have done, and a minute'record of such an experiment could not have failed to be both 
interesting' and useful; but I cannot think that the statement which is with these papers 
can bEl taken in that light: it shows a cOlnmand of ~oney which, I am afraid, not many 
(if any) cultivators of th~t class can pretend to, and therefore as a practical memorandum 
1 doubt itS value. 

The best conclusion -that can be drawn from these papers seems to me to be, that 
American cotton of a superior quality will grow in Coimbatore, and that it may produce 
very fine crops as to quantity, if favoured by seasons; but beyond these gratifying facts. 
I am unwillingly obliged to acknowled~e that I do not think that much else has yet been 
established by Mr. W roughton's expenments, or even by the more extended operations of 
Dr. Wight. 

I have thought it right to offer these observations· in passing Sir Henry l\Iontgomery'. 
memorandum, to explain the impressions I have imbibed, and I now willingly accede to his 
suggestion that the Ofliciatmg Principal Collector of Coimbatore shall be authori@ed to 
advance such moderate sums as he shall see fit to the du1fadar to continue the experiment 
for an~the~ year, but on the distinct understanding that a most complete and minute detail 
shall be kept and hereafter furnished of the :whole proceeding, showmg the actual profit or 
loss, as well as all other particulars as to sowing, gathering the crop, ginning, preparing the 
bales, and transmitting them tif not sold on the spot) to the port of exportation. On the 
receipt of .the above details the Officiating .principal Collector will receive authority to close 
the account, and enter ,the ~sbursements and receipts on his books. 

14 April 1849. (signed) Henry Pottinger. 

MEMORANDUM by the Honourable Mr. Dickinson. 

Mn. WBOUGHTON'S experiments in the growth of New Orleans cotton have already 
extended through seven years. . , . , 
T~e result of them shows tbat such cot1<?n may be grown in the district of Co\mba~re.; 

but it seems to be very doubtful whether, Including the tax on the land, and all other IDCl

dental c~arges. it can ever realis~ a price which will make .it worth while for farmers to 
~~~ , 

The experiments which have been conducted by Mr. Wroughton and Dr. Wight are wen 
known to the commercial world. If it were thought that American cotton grown in Coirn
batore would yield a fair profit in the home_market, it cannot be doubt~ that ,capital. w0'i~ 
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be embarked in the extensive cultivation of it. The fact that no European capitalists have 
hitherto come forward to prosecute the cultivation of cotton in Coimbatore, appears to me to 
be conclusive that such cotton would nC?t yield a. fair profit in the home market. 

Mr. Wrou~hton throughout his correspondence presses on the consideration of Govern
ment the fact that the ryots are only disposed to engage in the cultivatio~ of New Orleans 
cotton on their being assured of obtaining a. remunerative price for their produce. 

It is not llossible that the Government should offer SUell a. guarantee. 
If the ryots do not find in the experiments that have been made that it would be to their 

interest to cultivate this cotton, it would be to no purpose that the Government should 
endeavour to force its cultivation into the district. 

It appears to me that all that was needed has already been done in the way of experiment, 
.and that no further outlay should be sanctioned on this account. 

16 April 1849. (signed) H. Dicki1lSlJn. 

Para. 1. THE Right honourable the Governor in Council resolves to transmit the papers 
referred to in the memorandum· from the Secretary to Government in the Revenue Depart
ment to the Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore, and to authorise that officer to 
advance from the public treasury to Dufl'adar Sooboo Singh such moderate sums as may 
be required for the continuance, during another year, of the experimental cultivation 
managed by that person under the orders of llr. W roughton. The Acting Collector will 

.conduct the experiment with full regard to economy, keeping a complete and minute detail 
of the whole proceeding, showing the actual profit or loss, as well as all other particulars 
as to sowing, gathering the crops, ginning, preparing the bales, and transmitting them (if 
not sold on the spot) to the port of exportation. On receipt of the above details, which 
will be forwarded direct to Government as soon after the close of the season as possible, 

-the Acting Collector will receive autlwrity to close the accounts, and enter the receipts 
and disbursements on his books. 

2. The Acting Collector will inform the duffadar that, in addition to his salary, he will 
.be permitted to receive a portion of the profits, if any, to be decided hereafter by Govern
ment, as a reward for his industry. 

3. Under date the 20th September 1845, the Principal Collector of Coimbatore was 
authorised to continue the experimental culture of cotton for a further period of one year; 
hut it does not appear that any special report has been received, or that the results of sub
sequent experiments, if since continued, as )Vould appear to be the case, have been sub
mitted.' The Governor. in Council desires to receive at an early date any information on 
this subject which it may_be in the power of the present Acting Collector to afford. 

Fort St. George, (signed) H. C. 1Jfontgomery, 
16 1\1ay 1849. Secy. to Govt. 

EXTRACT Fort 81. George Revenue Diary to Cons. of 12 February 1850. 
( 

Received the following letter: 

0'0.2.) . 
From E. B. Tltomas, Esq., Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary 

to Government, Public Department, Fort St. George. ' 
Sir, • ._ 

IN forwarding an extract from the audit of the accoUnts of Fusly 1255 (1845-46), I have 
1he honour to enclose an account particular of charo-es incurred for the experimental t 
cotton cultivation under the Collector, amounting to Rs. 352. 15.6., for which I request 
the ' special sanction of Government may be granted to enable the civil auditor to admit 
the accounts. 

Coimbatore, 
10 January 1850. 

(signed) E. B. Thomas~ 
Acting PL Collector. 

* From Collector of Coimbatore, 10th December 1842; 19th February 1844; 18th November 1844 : 
-25th July 1845; 4th December 1845; 9th June 1846; 4th August 1847. 

t See Minutes OfCODsultati')D, 28th Se~tember 1845. No. 1007. 
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EXTRACT from the Retrenchments of the Acco~ts of the Coimbatore Collectorate, 
for Fusly 1255. 

NO. CHARGES OBJECTED TO. 
REMAIU.S OP 

THE CIvIL At7DlTOL 

--- ---------------------------------~---------I------------
C.RII.a. p. 

83 Paid for preparing gunny bags, &c. for pack-
ing the cotton • .. • • - 82 3 -

Paid batta to two peons who accompanied 
cotton bales to the collector of sea. customs, 
from 25 November 1845 to 4 February 
1846, at 1 anna each per diem • - 9 - -

No. 33 to No. 36. These 
chargee require the special 
sanction of Government; the 
Actin~ Principal Collector 
shoulo. therefore adopt early
measures to obtain the Bame. 

35 Paid for charges incurred in cuI.·C.Rs. a. p. 
tivating experimental Ameri. I 

can cotton at Ootacalmunda- ' 
pum • .. ,- • • 388 3 2 

Admitted, as per sanction of 
Government, da.ted 20 
September 1845 - - 320 IS 8 

Difference ~ -' 67 12 IS 

36 Paid for hire of carts, &c. for conveying the 
American cotton from Coimbatore to the 
collectot of'sea customs' at Madras - • 244 - -

(J.R,I. 352 1 S IS 1 

(Trne utract.) 
(signed) E. B. TllM1ltU, 

Acting Principal Collector~ 

ACCOUNT Particulars of Charges incurred for the Cultivation of New Orleans Cotton. 
at Ootacalmnndapum, &c., under the Superintendence of the Principal Collector, in. 
Fusly1255. 

C.RI. a. p. 
Hire of 209 men, for gathElring cotton, at 6 pice each • IS 8 6 

" 28 ditto • - ditto - - at 8 pice each - 1 2 8 
" 498 ditto • • ditto at I anna each • - 31 2 -

" 
28 ditto • - ditto - • at I anna and 4 pice each - 2 5 4 

Four carts employed in conveying the cottOIl from the village to 
Coimbatore, at 8 annas each.. - - - - - • 2 

Sixteen bullocks employed in conveying the cotton from the village 
to Coimbatore, at 2 annas each • - - - - - 2 

Twenty.seven carts employed in conveying the cotton from talook 
cutchery to the gin-house and huzoor cutchery, at 1 anna 4 pice 
each ". 2 " -

. Five pieces of gunny, for bags for securing cotton, at 1 rupee 
2 annas each - - - - - - - - - - 6 10 -

Twenty-seven pieces of gunny, for bags for securing cotton, at 
1 rupee 4 annas each - - - - - - - • 33 12 -

One piece of gunny, for bags for securing,cotton - 1 12 

Value of twine purchased for sewing bagi 
Hire for sewing bags - - - -

Value of ropes purchased for packing up the cotton bales: 
Ten ropes, at 6 annas each -
Seven ropes, at 8 annas each 

41 2 -
- 13 -
- 10 8 

3 12 
38-

PI\Y of a cooly employed in watching the field, from February to J nne 1846, 
a,l rupee 12 annu per month - - - - - - - -

aRlo 4. P. 

41 2 ct· 

8 , -

U 9 8 

7 " -
• 

8 12 -
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C.Rs. a. p. 
Hire of eight carts, employed in conveying cotton from Coimbatore 

to Madras, at 19 rupees 8 annas each - • • - - 156 
Hire offout carts, employed in conveying cotton from Coimbatore 

to Madras, at 22 rupees each • - 88 

Nine bamboo mats, at 8 per rupee • • 
Seven - ditto • at 2 annas 5 i pice each -

-----I 
12-
1 I -

Paid batta to two peons who accompanied cotton bales to the collector of 
sea customs, from 25 November 1845 to 4 February 1846, at I anna each 

C.Rs. a. p. 

2 .. - -

"2 3 -

per diem 9 

Deduct amount paid in Fusly 1256 

361 3 2 

8 3 8 C.Rs. -~ ___ _ 
NET AMoulI'T disbursed in Fusly 1255 - 352 IS 6 

Company's Rupees, Three hun dred and Fifty-two; annas, l;ifteen; and pies, Six. 

Coimbatore. } 
11 July 1856. 

(signed) E. B. Thomrn, 
Acting Princip~1 Collector. 

THE Government having already, in the extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 28th 
. September 1845, No. 1097, sanctioned the charges incurred by the Principal Collector of 
Coimbatore in the cultivation of New Orleans cotton, amounting to Rs.320. 6. 8., the 
Right honourable the Governor'in Council cannot understand how the further expenditure 
of fusly 1255, now reported, has ()ccurred, and requests the Acting Principal Collector 
will offer any explanation on the subject that he may have in hill power. If charges of this 
description have been of annual occurrence, it will be desirable to have a statement showin.,. 
the amount expended in each fusly, and the authority under which the disbursement ~ 
been made. It is not satisfactory to the.Government that accounts such as the present 
should remain so long una~justed. 

Fort St. George, 11 February 1850. 
(signed) T. Pgcroft, 

Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort S1. George Revenue Diary. to Cons. of 16 July 1850. 

14 June.-Received the following retter: 

(No. 16.) 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Actin$ Prineipal Collector of CoimbatOl'"e, to Sit H. C. 
.LJ.Iontg9mery, Bart., Chief ~eeretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

S'lI', 

II. 
l\fadraa. 

No.3/i • 

i. UNDER the orders of Government, dated 16th May 1849, No. 482, I was directed to No.9. 
continue the collectorate cotton farm for one year longer: it has been impracticab~ to 
close it earlier, from the crop being partially still on the ground. 

2. I would now respectfully suggest, that, if Government see fit, it may be continued 
with public benefit for a still longer period, on the following grounds- mainly, viz., that it 
is a desirable depot for supplying good seed gratis to the Tyots, whenever they are inclined 
to take up the cultivation more generally; that the farm, lying in the midst of other native 
cultivation, is useful as a model experiment, to enable the native cultivators to judge of 
.the practicability and profit of such cultintion; and, lastly, that it is carried Oli at a very 
slight cost to Government, and indeed much more than pays itself under its present system, 
the only superintendence being an intelligent duffadar and one peon (spared from other 
work) under ml own surveillance. Its success has been greatly due to Mr. W 1;0ughton's 
constant supermtendence of it, it being within an easy ride (only nine miles) from Coim-
1:>atore, a superintendence which I have been careful also to maintain, and in which I have 
taken much interest. 

3. The 

• * ride paras. 3, 4, and 5, or No. 11, 4th July 1848, of letter from the Court of Directors. 

2g6-Sess. 2. T T 4 
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3. The collectorate farm is not on the same system as Dr. Wight'lI; it has no permanent 
establishment of labourers, bnllocks, or farm implements; the work is done by contract, or 
by the ryots of that neighbourhood, on daily pay; the experiment is on ordinary land, 
without manure, or any fictitious aid, except that derived from clean and careful husbandry: 
the fann, about 74 acres, lies near the great western high road to the nearest seaport. 
Ponany, about 90 miles distant. 

4. The continued and increasing interest and importance attached to the subject of Indian 
cotton, renders it desirable, perhaps, that every practical and USE'ful experiment should have 
:full and fair trial. My own experience leads me to fear the native cultivator. will not 
readily undertake this, or any other experiment, without much and long previou8 cncourarre .. 
ment and evidence of its feasibility, even though he may see the foreign or Ne\v Orle~ns 
s,ed grow and produce fairly. 

5. The chief obstacles are, the native ryot's national apathy and dislike to enter on any 
new and untried method, or speculation (though this, of course, will eventually yield to 
obvious and certain profit), the fact of the foreign sort of cotton requirin.." I think, without 
doubt, a somewhat better soil and moister atmosphere than the common ~ative plant; and, 
lastly, but mainly, the absence of a certain and home market and demand for the produce, 
which does not now exist. , 

6. The native cultivator has neither the means nor enterprise to grow for a distant or 
foreign market. The shorter, but stronger fibre of the native cotton finds a ready sale to the 
native merchant, who considers it more suitable for the native loom and manufactnres. 
He will not buy the produce of the foreign seed. The great stimulus and meanlil required, 
therefore, is a certain and ready sale, which can only be effected by' private European mer. 
cantile agency. Such an agent, located in a cotton district, ready'to buy up annually the 
ryots' cotton at a fair rate for cash, would command a large sUPllly of New Orleans cotton, 
or anything else capable to the soil and climale of the district. 

7. Independent of tIns, advances to the ryots, personal intercourse, punctual payments, 
and other like encouragements,· practicable through an European agency, would greatly 
facilitate the object in view, and if Government thought it :6t to step in and give such 
further aid to the effort, It very slight (and temporary) reduction (say 10 per cent.) of the 
usual land-tax on all land under foreign cotton would, of course, give an additional stimulua 
to the production;, but I believe a sure and permanent market at hand would be the main 
and sufficient encouragement. 

8. If the native cotton crop can pay the present land-tax, 80 could the for~ign. 'Vhether 
"the produce would pay th~ carriage to the nearest port, and the freight home, at the present 
price in En~land, is a question for the merchant to decide; but that a very lar~e supply of 
good New urleans cotton might be produced in parts of this and other distncts, I think 
there is no doubt. " 

9. The quantity of cotton wool produced in the collectorate farm has amounted to about 
4'1 candies and 283 Ibs.,t valued at Rs.3,805. 4., at 80 rupees a candy • • 

10. The fields, situated about nine miles south-west of Ooimbatore, and within partial 
range of that monsoon, are sown in J nly; they are well hoed and cleaned several times. 
The soil is a light reddish sandy loam. The picking begins about November, and continues 
from five to seven months. The produce has been usually ginned at Dr. Wight's establish
ment, as- being a quicker process, and as using the gins experimentally, as appeared the 
wish of Government, though I think the :6bre is there cut .and injured much more than by 
the native churka. The bales are screwed at the gin-house, and have been hitherto shipped 
at Madras, from a difficulty in disposing of them at Ooimbatore. 

I 11. If the collectorate farm is to be continued, I shah ~ve it my best attention, and 
early orders are desirable, as this is the time for preparing the ground for next season. 

) 

12. I have entered more in detail on the subject than I should have otherwise done, 
because late communications from Government and from the home authorities led me to 
believe that full and minute information was desired. 

The comparative statement appended shows a full and favourable view of the cost, 
economy, and value of the experiment; and I am not aware of any items of expense, pro or
con, being omitted. The farm may safely be continued as a pro:6table return, as well as, on, 
account of its more legitimate and more valuable intention, an experimental one. 

Coimbatore, 31 May 1850. 
(si!!1led) E. B. Thomas, 

to Acting Principal Collector. 

* Private and mercantile. 
t Inclusive of four candies produced at the exhibition before the Agri-Horticultural Society at 

Madras. 
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COMPARATIYE STATElIENT, showing the Quantity of Cotton produced in the Collectorate Farm, the 
Value and Cost thereof, as well as the Amount of Profit. 

--------~------~--------:--------.---------------------------~---------~----~-----
, Value, 

P'USLIES. 

; .f80 llupeea 
I a Candy, 
I as per Letter 

QUANTITY i from 
I ~h. Chamber 

or 
Commerce. of 

Vide 
WOOL. Minutea of 

CoolUltataoo. 
dated I 

2:> J anBarr I' 
• lU:>. 

I 
Charge 

of 

Cultivation • 

CHARGES. 

NET 
I 

REMARKS. 
Chargel 

LAND \>ROFIT. 
of TOTAL. • 

,Conveyance. 
RENT. 

---------I-~,-----,i------l--------~----~-------,--------~------i----------

1255 « 

1256 -
1257 -
1258 -

elDi •• Ib,. 
16 75 

RI. o. 

1,292 -

RI. G. p. 

429 10 :; 

- 6 
9 -

II. RI. G. p. 

24 3 8 

371410 

4~ - 1 

RI. G. p. 

709 1 1 

136 1~ ( 

401 5 1 

Ra, II, p. 

i>82 14 11 

600 4 8 

6.54 10 11 

Exclnsive of conveyance _ - R,. 2,7140 4. ~ 

E. E.l'cv 

No cultivation 1I'lII 
made In tIus year. 

COlmbatore, 31 May 1850. 
(sIgned) I.. B. Tllollllla, 

Actmg Prmcipal Collecton 

EXTRA.CT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Cons. of 16 July 1850. 

Received the following letter: 

(No. 17.) 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore to T. Pycroft, Esq., . 
Secretary to Government in the Revenue Department, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of extract from Minu~e8 of Consultation, 

of the 11th February last, No. 153. 

2. Pursuant to the instructions therein contained, I beg leave to submit a statement of 
sums disbursed on account of Mr. 'V roughton's experimental cotton farm, from 1255 to 
1258 inclusive, with three accounts marked (A), (B), and (C). 

3. It would appear that the aggregate charges for the above period amount to 
Rs.l,247. 5. 6., of which deducting lis. 320. 6. 8., previously sanctioned, the remainder, for 
which the special authority of Government is now required, is Rs. 926. 14. 10. 

4. The expenses exhibited in the statement forwarded with Mr. Wroughton's com
munication of the 25th July 1845 were only those incurred up to that date, and the dis
bursements alluded to in my letter of the 10th January last, alllO refer to the same fusIy, 
and to the same cultiyation. 

5. It will be observed from para. 3, of extract from Minutes of Consultation of the 
20th September 1845, No. 1097, that the continuance of the experiment was authorised for 
a further period of one year, and under this authority the principal Collector would seem 
to have carried on the cultivation in fusly 1257 also. 

, 6. The accounts of each fusly were not closed at the termination ofit; in fdoCt, it appears 
that such was impracticable, the charges of the experiment of one year being paid, and 
debited in the accounts of two. , 

7, Mr. Wroughton continued the experiment for a still further period of one year, 'viz., 
1258, also, which has received the sanction of Government as conveyed in Extract from 
Minutes of Consultation of the 16th May 1849, No. 482. 

2g6....:.Sess.2. U Lit· 8. About 

No. 101 
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8. About 23 candies of wool was transmitted to the presidency for shipment to EnO'land~ 
being the produce offuslies 1255 and 1257 only. , ~ 

9. The practice hitherto has been to wait for the audit of tIle accounts from the Civil 
Auditor, in order to ascertain what charO'es have been admitted by that. department, and 
what have not, and then to submit the charges objected to for the sanction of Goyernmcnt· 
the retrenchment for 1255 were received early in July last, and this will account for th~ 
delay in the adjustment of the accounts. This, however is objectionable, and care 1I'm be 
taken to prevent similar delay in future. 

10. The continuance of the farm has been at a comparatively FmaU expense; it has been 
useful, as exhibiting to the ryots around, the successful cultivation of the forel rrn cotton. 
The farm (of about 74 acres), has produced excellent cotton, better it is believed," than any 
otller submitted to Madras, inasmuch as it has twice gained the prize at the exhibition; 
it has afforded good seed to all ryots wishing for it ; and the outturn this year on the fields 
promises to be good, both in quality and quantity. Much of the success of the experiment 
is to be attributed to the careful management of the duffadar" Soob SinO'," and the farm 
being visited frequently by Mr. Wroughton and myself. .. 

, 

Coimbatore, 24 June 1850. (signed) E. B. Thoma" 
Acting Principal Collector. 

(A.)-AcCOUNT, Particulars of Charges incurred in the Principal Collector's Experimental 
Cotton Farms for Fusly 1255, charged in 1256. 

Ic.Rs. tl. 

One hundred and nine coolies employed in cleaning the field, and . 
p. C.Rs. a. p. 

gathering cotton, &c., at one measure of grain, each calculated 
at 28 measures 

Fourteen coolies at 4 pies each - • - -
Two hundred and twenty coolies at 6 pies each 
Seven tv-six coolies at 9 pies each 
For cleaning field upon contract· 

Hire for conveying cotton from the field to Coimbatoor : 
One cart 
Eight bullocks 

Pay ofa coaly to watch the field from 15th August to November 
1846, at 1 ~ rupees per month - - - • - - -. 

Amount paid in 1266, being the sum deducted in the account, par
ticulars offllsly 1255 - - - - - - - --

TOTAL • - • 

3 14 3 
- 4 8 
6 14 -
39-
66-

- 8 -
- 12 

Co's. IU. 

Coimbatoor, 24 June 1850. 

E. E. per 

(signed) E. B. Thomas, 

19 15 11 

" 
6 3 " 

27 7 3 

Ii 3 8 
r----

35 10 11 

Acting Principal Collector. 

{B.}-STATEMENT of Charges incurred in the Principal Collector's Experimental Cotton 
Farms in Fusly 1257. 

I 
C.R •• a. p. ! C.R •. tz. p. 

Seventy-two coolies, employed in gathering cottDn, &c., at 6 pice ' 
each - - - - - • - - - - • 2" \ 

Twelve ditto, at 8 ditto -I - 8 
Eight hundred and ninety and a half ditto, at 1 anna each - , 65 10 6 I 

58 6 6 
,Hire for conveying cotton from the field to Coimbatore : p-
. Twelve coolies, at 6 pice each • - . - - - - 6 -

Twenty-six bullocks, at 2 aDnas each - - 3 4 -
Six ca~ts, at " annas each - 1 8 -

I) t 

Charges 
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Charges for screwing cotton bales: C.Rs.a. p. C.Rs. a. p. 
Three piecell of gunnies, at 6 annas per piece • - - . 1 2 -
Twenty-one ditto, at ~ ditto - - • - - - - 6.9 -
One ditto . - - - - - - . - - - 4 -
Seven ropes, at 11 annas each -C.Rs.4 13 7 15 -- - -
Twine • - • .. - - .. - 6 -
Hire of eight coolies, sewing gunnies - .. 1 6 -

6 9 -
Pay of a coolie to watch Temaray cotton farm, from 1 December 14 8 -

1846 to February 1847, at 1 i rupee per month - .. - 5 4 -
Pay of a coolie to watch Arsempolliem cotton farm, from 1 July 

1846 to March 1847, at If rupee per month. - - - 15 12 -
21 - -

Account of assessment on the land cultivated with cotton .. - - - - - 37 14 10 

TOTAL . - - Co.'s Rs. 136 15 4 

• Coimbatoor, 24 June 1850. (signed) E. B. T/W1fUlS, 

Acting Principal Collector. 

(C.)-STATEMENT of Charges incurred in the Principal Collector's Experimental Cotton 
Farms in Fusly 1258. 

Hire {or ploughing t1le field at Chadoocaray - - - -
Four thousand eij:l"ht hundred and thirty-three coolies employe4, in 

weeding, gathering cotton, &c., paid at different rates - -
Cbarges fur screwing cotton bales, 74 rupees .. - - -
Twine for sewing gunnies. - - - - - - -
Hire for sewing gunny bags .. - - - .. - .. 
Hire for screwing bales - - - .. - .. - -
Chat·ges for making 17 coulter - - - - - - -
Charges for making a cask for the purpose of sending American 

cotton seed to Madras .. - - - • - - -
Value of bamboo mats for packing cotton bales - .. - -
Pay of two persons employed in watching the field, from 1 July 

1848toJune1849- - - - - ... - .. 
Charges for erecting a shed in the cotton farm at 

lllIadookaray.. - - .. .. - - C.~s. 17 9 2 
For repairing the godown at Coimbatoor .... 6 8 11 

---
Charges for sending muster of cotton" ithout seed to Madras: 

Value Oopum cotton - • .. - .. ":. • .. 
Value ofNadumpartee or triennial cotton - .. - .. 
Value of gunnies - - .. - .. - - .. .. 
Value of rope .. -. - - - - - .. -
Hire for screwing - - .. .. - - - -

Rent ot 18.fi bullahs of land cultivated with American cotton .. 
Hire of five carts for conveying cotton seed from Coimbatoor to 

Madookaray - .. .. - .. - - - - .. 
Hire of 44 carts for conveying cotton from Madokaray to Coim-
b~oor.. - • .. - - • - .. - -

Hire of 31 carts for conveying cotton to gin-house. - • -

Hire of five carts for conveying cotton to Madras a.Ha.l00 
Hire of one cart from Salem to Madras ... 7 
Hire of one cart for conveymg from Madras to Sea 

Custom Office - .. - • .. - 3 12 -

C.Rs.a. p. 
40 12 -

286 5 1 

-

43 10 1 
1 1 3 
1 2'-
6 - -
5 10 -

1 4 -
2 3 6 

34 - .... 

24 2 1 

1 - -
1 - -
2 4- -
1 12 -
- 12 -
. .. 

2 8 -
22 - -
314 -

28 6 -

----I 110 12 -

Deduct, 

Amount realised by the sale of useless cotton, maunds, 128 i~ 
Ditto of leed, maunds, 505l - - .. .. .. .. 

169 11 -
66 - -

C.Rs. a. p. 

446 2 -

6 12 -
45 - ], 

139 2 -

637 - 1 

235 11 .... 

Net Amount requiring lanction - - .. Co.'s Rs. 401 5 1 

E. Eo per 
Coimbatoor, 2t JU,ne 1850. (signed) E. B. Thomas, 

Acting Principal Collector. 

2go-Sess. 2. UU2 STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT of Suma Expended for the X!xperjme~ Cott.on Farm of l-!r.' WTDuglAton, 
Principal Collector of Coimbatoor. , 

I SanctIoned SanctIon 
c FUSLIES. on 

applied for. - AmilWlt. 
20 Sept, 1845. 

-
C.Rs. 4. p. C.Rs. a. p. 'C.Rs. a. p. 

1255 "' "' ~ 320 6 8 - 352 16 6 ,Yide particulars previously 673 6 2 
submitt.t:d \\ ith letter of 
10 January la~t. 

1256 (for F!lsly 1255) "' - "' . .. , - Vide particulars (A.) - 36 lQ il 
. 

, 709 1 1 

1257 . . - . - . - - . Vide particulars (B.) . 136 15 , \ 

1258 . - "' - - - . . . Vide particulars (C.) - '01 I) 1 

TOTAL - . - CO.'8 Ea. 1,247 :; G 

Company's rupees one thousand two hundred and,fortY-Beve~, lUlnas five, and pies fix. 

Coimbatoor, 2' June 1850. (&igne~), .E. B. Tlwmas, 
, Acting Prin~il'al ~olJt!ctor. 

Para. 1. THE cultivation of foreian, cotton 'Was originally undertakcn ~n 1842 in the 
Coimbatore districts, by :Mr. Wroughton the P.rincipal Collector, as a private experiment, 
and, from the success attcnding it,· has since been persevered in with the sanction of 
Government, conveyed at different times. On the last occasion the Government on th~ 
recommendation of that officer, when quittin~ the Presidency on leave to the Cape of 
Good Hope, authorised in Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 16th lIay 1849, the con
tinuance ofl the experiment under the management of duffadar Sooboo Singh, for the 
further period of one year; and the Actin~ Principal Collector was required to make the 
necessary advances, and to keep and furmsh at the close of the season a complete and 
minute detail of the whole proceeding connected with the experimental cultivation, when 
it was intimated that he would receiYe authority to close the accounts and enter the 
receipts and disbursements on his books. The duffadar was, in ac:ldition to hie salary, to 
receive a portion of the profits as a reward for his industry, and the Actin~ Collector was 
desired to report on an early date upon the result of any experiments whlch might have 
been made SInce the order of 25th September 1845, authoribing a continuance of them for 
one year. 

2. From the statement accompanying the letter, dated 31st lIay, now before Govern
ment, it is observed, that with the exception of fusly 1256, when there was no cultiva
tion, the experiment has been prosecuted in each of the fuslies 1255, 1257, 1258, and 
1259. The farm is stated in the report t.to comprise 74 acres, but the extent of land 
employed in each of these years + is not given. If however the land-rent is to be taken as 
an indication of the extent cultivated, the l'atio borne by the produce to the land on which 
it was raised, appears to hQ.ve vaned greatly in different years. Thus, in fusly 1255, 
candies 16.75. were produced on land assessed at Rs.24. 3. 3., while in fusly 1259 only 
9 candies were obtained on land paying Rs.45. 0.1. 

3. It would have been well if in pursuance of the instructions conveyed in the orders of 
the 16th May 1849, the Acting Collector had explained the system pursued in the prose
cution of the experiment more in detail. In the comparative statement which accom
panied the report of the 31st May 1850, the chargee of cultivation are set down in the 
gross without any specification. With the Acting Principal Collector's subsequent letter 
of 24th June, detailed state-ments are furW.shed for fusly 1255,1257,1258, from which it 
appears that the cost of !!'inning, and the salaries of the duffadar Sooboo Sing, and the 
peon who superintended &e farm, are not entered among the charges. It seems also from 

, Statement 

... Cons. :-lOth January 1843, Nos. 26, 27; 19th March 18U, Nos. 9, 10; 23d September 1S.;?, 
Nos. I!, 12; 22d May 1849, Nos. 1 to 4. • 
, t Note.-In fusly 1258 the quantIty seems to have been 18' bullahs j Statement (C)., in letter ftom 

Acting Principal Coll~ctor, 24th June 1850. '"". 
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Statement (C.), enclosed in the same letter, that the charge:! for fusIy 1258 were reaJIy Madras., 
Ra. 637. O. 1., and not Ra. 401. 5. 1., as entered in the comparative abstract statement 
which accompanied :Mr. Thomas's former letter of the 31st )clay, the latter sum being the 
net amount of expenditure for the year requiring sanction, afrer takiag credit for the sums 
Tealised by the sale of useless cotton and cotton seed. 

4. How the whole produce raised on the farm during the four fusues under report, 
.candies 4'1. 283Ibs., has been disposed of is not explaine<l About 23 candies, the produce From Principal 
of fusly 1255 and 1257, are stated to have been transmitted to the Presidency for ship- Collector,24thJune 
.ment to En ... land. It is likewise observed that eight bales of cotton sent by the Acting 1850, para. 8. 
Collector i~ December 1849, and recently shipped on the .. Llewellyn" were from the 
collectoratc farm, but it does not appear whether this was the produce of fusly 1259, 
either wholly or in part, or belonged to other years. The latter would however appear to 
have been the case, as there is no entry for" charges of conveyance" against fUilly 1259, 
in the statement forwarded by the Acting Princip:;l Collector. 

5. The calculation of the "profits" has been formed upon the value, 80 rupees per candy, 
put by the Chamber of Commerce upon some of the samples sent to Madras in 1844. 
The whole of the cotton produced during the four fuslies 1255, 1257, 1258, 1259, is 
,valued at this uniform rate, but in the statement which accompanied the Principal Collec
tor's letter of 2.5th July 1845, three sorts of cotton are mentioned: the 1st at 80 rupees, 
and the 2d and 3d at the average rate of 60 rupees per candy, and further, in the memo
randum presented id April 1849 to the Secretary to Government by the Principal Col
lector, the cotton which had been, or was expected to be obtained, apparently in that fusly 
1258, was set down at 42 candies; viz. 30 candies 1st sort at 80 rupees, 12 candies 2d sort, 
,at 30 rupees, whereas the entire yield of the ,vhole farm, for the four years under report, 
no_w_seems !O.be only 47 candies. 

6. As the Honourable the Court of Directors have been, pleased to direct the continuance 
of the cotton farm under Dr. 'Vight's superintendence, the Government see no objection to 
the collectorate farm being also continued until further orders, although they cannot but be 
of opinion that no real practical good on a great scale is likely to spring from either under
takin"'. The Right honourable the Governor in Council, however, desires that a report 
on the collectorate farm containing all the particulars required by Government in 
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 16 :May 1849, be annually furnished. He also r~quests 
.that Mr. Thomas will, at an early date, supply explanation on the various points noticed in 
the preceding paras., and at the same time ~orward It detailed statement for fusly 1259, 
exhibiting every item of receipt and' expenditure on account of the farm. He will likewise 
,state what proportion of, the profits should be assigned to the duffadar Soohoo Sing, in reward 
of his' exertions. -

7. The Governor in Oouncil sanctions the charges incurred on account of the collectorate 
farm in fuslies 1255 to 1258 amounting, as shown, in the statements accompanying the 
Acting Principal Collector's letter of the 24th June 1850, ,to (926. 14. 10.) rupees nine 
hundred and twenty-six, annas fourteen, and pice ten; viz.-

Fusly 1255'· 
" 1256-
" 1257-
" 1258-

Deduct amount sanctioned on the 20th Sep
tember 1845 -

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 
673 6, 2 

35 10 11 
136 15 4 
401 5 1 

1,247 5 6 

320 6 8 

926 14 10 

Fort St. George, 11 July 1850. 
(signed) T. P!JCTojt, 

Secretary to Government. 

(No. 356.) 
To J. F. Tlwmas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Para. 1. I AM directed by-the Board of Revenue to submit for the orders of the RiO'Lt 
honourable the Governor in Council the accompanying letter from the Acting Collecto:' of In Cons., 30th Jnly. 
Tanjore, dated 11th June last. 

2. In this letter Mr. Bird states that he has been making attempts to introduce the cul
tivation of the New Orleans cotton in~ Myaveram and othe~ parts of Tanjore, and that 
.after the. great success of Captain Lawford at the Upper Anicut, he is anxioua to extend 
the culture of this description of cotton, that he may be enabled to judge whether or not it 
can be grown as a remunerative crop in Tanjore. For this purpose he suggests that he may 
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be.allowed to grant a tract of 40 \"alies of padoogay land-, of an avera"'e a,;sessment oC-
23 rupees per valy, which has bcen declared by a decree of the Civil' Court to be the exclu
sive property of Government, to such persons as m~ be willing to undertake the cultiva. 
tion of this. variety oficotton, to be held by them free of assessment for three years, on the 
understandmg that an account be rendered of the out-turn per acre, and all particulars con
nected with it. The parties will be required to state the quantity of cotton before cleaninO" 
the quantity of cotton and seed after cleaning, the expenses of cultivation, and the profit 
derived, atter making allowance for the Government land.tax, and llatisfyinO' all other 
demands. The Acting Collector has forwarded a specimen of the New Orl:'ans cotton 
grown near Vellum under every disadvantage, in consequence of its havin'" been sown out 
of season, and therefore having been exposed to great heat and much drougtt. 

3. The Board of Revenue be~ to recommend 1\:[r. Bird's application to the f~n ourable 
cO\lsidcration of GovCl·ument. uf the importance of using every means to encouraO'e the 
introduction of the finer descriptions of cotton into the Madras Pro'rinces, there can be no 
question; and the experiment now proposed, which will be carried out at a small sacrifice of 
public revenue, will tend to show hmv far the cultivation of such cotton can be successfully 
prosecuted in Tanjore. Should the Government be pleased to sanction the measure, the 
Board would suggest that at the expiration of each of the three years for which the land is 
to be granted, the Collectol' should furnish a. full report, explanatory of the manner in which 
the culture of'the cotton has been conducted, and of the results which have attendcd it. 
He should likewise 'Watch the cultil'ation in progress, and atrord the cultivators such advice 
and instructions as may be required. • 

4. It will be seen.from the accompanyinO" reply from the Collectort to a reference made 
to him by the Board upon the point that C'aptain Lawford will supply some New Orlean. 
cotton seed for the purposes of the experiment, and any further quantity that may be 
required may, it is believed, be obtained from Dr. 'Vight at Coimbatore. 

Revenue Boarel Office, Fort St. George, (signed) T. Pycrojt, 
9 August 1849. Secretary. 

To T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir~ 
YOUR Board have in some measure been apprised by my letter of the 6th February last. 

No. 14, of the introduction at Myaveram and other parts of Tanjore of the New Orleans 
cotton, and after Captain Lawford's great succesa at the upper Anicut, I am an .. dous to try 
to extend the cultivation of this cotton, in order to judge whether it can be grown as a 
remunerative crop or not, in Tanjore. 

2. To enable· us to judge of this, and to get the natives more readily to attempt a new 
product, a plan has suggested itself to me of IITanting a tract of puddagay land to such 
persons as are willing to try this cotton, free of assessment for a period of three years, with 
the understandinO' that an account be rendered of the out-turn per acre, showing the quantity 
of cotton before cleaning, and the quantity of cotton and seed after cleaning, the expenses 
of cultivation, and the profit derived, after deducting the Government tax, and satisfying 
all other demands. 

3. If I have your Board's approval and concurrence, I purpose to grant 40 nlies of" 
puddaO'ayassessed at an average tax of 23 rupees per valr, and 6ituat~d conti~uous to 
the tr~ct of land some time assin-nedt to one Charles Tonyen, on Durkhast, and wllich land 
has been declared by a decree of' the civil court to be the exclusive property of the circar, 
to dispose of as they may deem proper. These .lands are situated on the annicut of the 
river" Manney," within the limits of the villages of Parembalore, Oocadacoody, and 
Villeyanellore. 

I have the honour to solicit your Board's .sentiments on my proposal. 
4. I beg to send herewith a specimen of this cotton grown near Vellum under every dis

advantage, having been sown in December last, out of sea80n, and consequently has had to 
contend against great heat and. much drought. 

Tanjore, Kodikarray, 11 June 1849. 
(signed) J. Bird, 

Acting Collector. 

EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30 July 1849. 

b the foregoing Iett~r it is recomm~nded to ,~ant 40 valles of padoogay land, ren!.free for 
three years, to be applied to the ralSinO' of l'I ew Orleans cotton. The Board WISh to be 
informed how it is proposed to supply th~ ryots with American seed sufficient far the culti
vation of the whole extent of land, for the first year, at least, of the triennial period. 

(signed) T .. Pgcrojt. Secretar)'. 

• From Acting Collector, 12th J uuary (in Cons. 5th February 1849) &lid 6ili March 1849 (iu Cone. 
26th Mareh 1849). 

t To Collector. 30th July 1849. From Collector, 4th August 1849. In Cons., 9th August 1849. 
! Vide Letters to Board, 12th January 18!9 j to Board, 6th March 1849. 
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-
To T. Pgcn1t, E~q., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . 
Iy reply to the extract from th(' proceedings of the Board, under date 30 July, I have 

the honour to inform you tha.t Cllptain Lawford has offered to supply me with some Ame
rican seed, and I imagine there will be no difficulty in obtaining a further quantity from 
Dr. 'ViO'ht, at Coimbatore, where there must be a supply on hand to a large amount. 

It is ~ot anticipated that the whole extent of land alluded to by M;. Bird will be taken 
up in one year, thou~h there can be little doubt, if success attends the first occupants, there 
will be no want of followers, and the experiment, in my opinion, is worth tryin6' 

Tanjore, KodikArry, 4 August 1849. 
(signed) J. F. BisllOP, Collector. 

No. 811.-Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the :Minutea of Consultation, under da.te 28 August 1849, 

Read the following letter: 

From the Secretary to the Board of Revenue.-Submitting letter from the Acting Col
lector of Tanjore, 8ug~e8ting that he be allowed to grant 40 valies of padagay land to such 
persons as may be willing to undertake the cultiva.tion of New Orleans cotton, to be held 
by them, free of assessment, for three years, upon certain conditions; for accounting for 
produce and other particulars, being furnished by them, recommending that sanction be 
granted accordingly, and pointing out how the seed cotton can be obtained. 

[Here enter 9th August 1849, No. 356.] 

Para 1. THE Right Honourabl~ the Governor in Council considers himself precluded by 
the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors, communicated in their Revenue Despatch, 
No. 11, dated 4th July 1848, a copy of which was furnished to the Board of Revenue, 
with the resolution of Government, dated 1st June 1849, from complying with the foregoing 
recommendation, but he will have no objection to further the project of the Collector of 
Tanjore for encouraginO' the cultiva.tion of New Orleans cotton in that district on the prin
ciples indicated in the ~ove and previous resolutions of Government, dated 5th December 
1848, No. 1342, by permitting him to supply American seed at the expense of Government, 
to afford the use of implements to clean and prepare the cotton for the English market, and 
to present small prizes for its successful cultivation. 

2. The Acting Collector of Coimbatore will accordingly be instructed to attend to the 
requisition of the Collector of Tanjore for seed cotton, and he will state his opinion as to the 
advisability of sending one of the cottage saw-gins lately received from England to the 
Tanjore district. 

(signed) H. C . .JIontgomeT!j, 
Secretary to Government. 

Revenue Dt'partment, 16th July (No.6) 1851. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

1. WE transmit· herewith copy of a letter which has been addressed to our 

II .. 
lladra ... 

Chairman by Mr. J. Aspinall Turner, President of the Manchester Commercial D 
Association, with its enclosure, being a letter from Mr. David Lees, representing 18:~d 4th JUly 
that the cultivation of American cotton in Tinnevelly is materially obstructed ~ 
by the proceedings of the chayroot renters. 

2. Mr. David Lees has recently returned from Tumevelly, where he has been 
engaged in the experimental culture of American cotton, and has met with such 
encouraging results that he has left his nl·phew, Mr. Arthur Lees, in the district, 
for the purpose of continuing and extending the cultivation. It appears, from 
Mr. Lee!:!' statement. (whicn is supported by the letters from the Collector. 
Mr. Bird, copies of which are embodied in Mr. Lees' letter,) that the chayroot 
rentf'rs claim the right of collecting the root not only on the waste lands, but 

of 

* Trll!1smitting r~l'rebentations f~m certain parties regarding the obstruction given to the cultivation 
-()f American cotton In Southern India. by the proceedings of the chllyroot renters. _ 
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of entering all lands appropriated to dry cultivation, ~nd turning up the ground 
for the purpose of seeking for the root, and that the mode in which this opera
tion is performed is' highly destructive to the cotton plants. If permis"ion to 
enter the lands be refused. the renters claim from the occupants an exorbitant 
amount of compensation, to the extent, as represented by Mr. Lees, of more' 
than twenty times the land-tax. , 

3. It would appear to be the opinion of the Collector, that, as the revenue 
derived from the chayroot farm exceeds the assessment which would be placed 
on the land, in the event of its being all brought into cultivation, the exemption 
of such land from the demand of the chayroot renters would be a 'Violation, in 
favdur of land cultivated with American cotton, of the rule that all lands shall 
be assessed in relation to their capabilities, and not according to their actual 
produce. We must observe, however, that the chayroot rent is not in any 
manner an assessment on the land; and that to give to the party who pays the 
Government assessment the right of ,cultivating the land, and to another party 
the right of entering on the land and destroying or materially injurin(" the 
produce, is not only inconsistent with justice, but obviously tends to repre~s aU 
attempts to introduce an improved system of RooTIculture. 

4. You are well aware ofthe importancewbich we attach to the extension of the 
cultivation in India of cotton.of a description suited to the requirements of the 
home manufacturer. We desire that you will immediately take the subject of 
th!s despatch into your consideration, and, if the statements submitted to us 
should prove to be substantially correct, that you will without delay take mea
sures for relieving the planters from any demand in excess of the regular assess
ment; and if it should be found that the chayroot renters are, under their lease, 
entitled to compensation for being prevented from entering on the lands which, 
although waste at the commencement of their term, have been brought into 
cultivation during its currency, that compensation should be given in the shape 
of a proportionate reduction in the rent payabltl to Government, and not be 
demanded from ,the pal;ties 'occupying the land, Who should be liable only to the 
payment of the fixed assessment. 

5. We also desire that on the renewal of the chayroot farms, the renters 
should be restricted to the uncultivated lands in collecting the root; as we are 
of opinion that the cultivators of the ordinary dry grains are as well entitled to
protection aSJh~ cultivators o( ,aU other articles of agricultural produce, how-
ever raised. ' 

London, 
16 July 1851. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. Shepherd, 

J./Y. Hogg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Sir, London, 4 J nly 1851. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose a letter whichhas been addressed to me all Presidcnt of 

the Manchester Commercial Association, by Mr. David Lees, who has lately returned from 
India, after having been engaged in carryinO' on some most important experiments in the 
Tinnevelly district, which have completely p;..oved the soundness of the views entertained by 
himself and the association, regarding the peculiar advantages which exist on the sandy 

. coast lana of Southern India, for the cultivation of cotton from the American seed. 
Mr. Lees went out under the sauction of the Commercial Association, merely to make 

experiments and 'to ascertain facts, but the success of'those experiments has induccd him 
to establish his nephew, Mr. Arthur Lees, in Tinnevelly, as a cotton planter and merchant, 
with a "iew to purchasing from the natives all the cotton which they are disposed to cul~vatc 
on his system. \ 

The important facts ascertained by Mr. David Lees, and which were fully stated by 
myself from the cllair of the last annual meetinCT of the association,jIave induced two other 
enterprising young men to go out to the same district, with the intention of settling there 
as cotton planters and merchants, and I have no doubt that their example would soon have 
been followed by many more. 

At this important juncture, however, when the efforts made by the Honourable Com
pany were about to be followed up by individual exertion, and when it seemed probable 
that a rapid progress would be made_in the cultivation of that description of cotton, which 
can alone enable India to contend successfully with the United States of America, for the 
main supply of the article required by the British manufacturers, it appears that an 
n.nforeseen obstacle exist~; whichJ unless it is immediately and completely remC?ved, ~ust 
, entIrely 
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• entirely,Put a stop to aU further proceedings on the part .of those who were prepared to 
embark In this branch of businesa. As the letter addressed to me by Mr. Dayid Leel$ 
very fully explains the nature of this obstacle, I need not further enter into details, but 
will confine myself to the expression of a confident hope, that you will immediately call 
the attention of the Madras Government to the circumstance in terms which will cause 
instructions to be forthwith'given to l\Ir. Bird, the Colleetor, to make arrangements with 
the renters of the chayroots, so as to prevent them from either entering the cotton fields, or 
from claiming any compensation for abstaining from so doing; and also that he shall 
abandon the idea .or requiring from those who propose to enclose waste lands for the 
purJlose of cotton 'cultivation, an ageeement to allow the diggers for chayroots to enter 
theIr fields. 

If any compensation ill due to these persons, surely it ought to be by a remission of so much 
of the rent [laid by them as is represented by the waste land abstracted from, them for the 
purposes of cotton cultivation; but it is perfectly preposterous that the cultivators who pay -
the Government land tax should also be subject to claims for compensation on the part of 
those to whom the Government had preVlously given rights, which if enforced 'would 
prevent all profitable cultivation. 

I will only add, that so sure do I feel that the obstacle now pointed out will be removed, 
that I have ventured this day to assure a. young- man, whQ was intending to take his 
delJa.rture by the next overland mail to Tinnevelly. and who is amply provided with means 
to carry on this culture, that he need not hesitate to carry out his project in consequence of 
hearing of this unforeseen obstacle, and on my assurance he has determined to act. 

Trusting that you will excuse the freedom with which I have addressed you on this most 
.important subj~ct, 

John Shepherd, Esq., 
Chairman of the Honourable 

East India Company. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Aspinall Turner, 

President of the Manchester 
Commercial Association. 

To James Aspinall Turner, 'Esq., President of the Manchester Commercial Association . 

• Sir, 
A KNOWLEDGE of the great exertions you have made to promote the culture of American 

·cotton in Indi~, induces me to bring under your notice a. serious obstacle to the extension 
of that culture in the district of; Tinnevelly. 

The obstacle to which I allude is a claim on ,the part of certain men to the right of 
entering cotton fields, to seal'ch for and dig up chayroots. 

The claim of these men first became known to me on the ,1Sth December 1S50, ne;uly 
-a, whole year after 1 had commenced the culture. On that day the root renters being 
-refused permission to dig roots in one of my eotton fields, c~ to me and made a claim for 
compensation, a.ndI referred them to Mr. Bird, the collector. On the 23d January IS51 
I saw Mr. Bird, and he then told me that the chayroot renters had lodged a complaint 
against me, a.nd at the same time he said \that they were allowed to dig in dry fields, and 
'that if I refused to permit them I must give them compensation. 

Nothing further transpired during my stay in India, but Mr. Arthur Lees, whom I left 
in charge of the cultivation, says, that the root renters again attempted to enter the cotton 
-.fields, and that on his inquiring if the men had. the sanction of Government so to do, he 
received from Mr. Bird the following reply: ' 

.. Sir, " Trichinidore, 20 March IS51 • 
.. IN reply to your letter of yesterday, I have the honour to state that the chayroot 

Tenters' people have no power to break into enclosures, and are punishable for trespass 
-should they do so. 

" They have, however, a right under the terms of the chayroot renters, for which a con
siderable sum is paid to Government; to all the chayroot produced in this district, whether 
on waste land, or on land occupied with dry cultivation; and hitherto no objection has been 
-offered, as far as I am aware, to the extraction of the root from cultivated ground. The 
chayroot revenue beinO' an important item in the Government demand upon the land at 
Tinnevelly, and being farmed out according to immemorial custom, you will, I trust, per
ceive the propriety of allowin~ the renters to gather it as usual on your fields, or making 
-them sufficient compensation lor the loss. 

" I have, &c. 
(signed) " C. J. Bird, Collector." 

'f"he root renters then made a demand upon Mr. A. Lees of 500 rupees for one year's com
pensation on 35 chains of land, a sum equal to more than twenty times the amount of the 
land tax. 

29ti~Sess. 2. Xx Mr. 
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Mr. Arthur Lees afterwards received the following letter from Mr. Bird on the subject 
of the root renters' claim: ' . 

" My dear Mr. Lees, " Tridunidore, 16 April 18.51 • 
.. TOUCHING chayroot, it wiII be useful to you to have the following information: The 

highest rent collected in the last 20 years was 16,680 rupees. The average of the last 2() 
years is 9 642 rupees. The average of the last 10 years ,s 7,650. The present rent, which 
was given'for three years~ and wiII terminate on the 11 th July IS52, is f?r 7,920 rupees 
per annum. 

" Chayroot is found mostly on the north (called Otarsadarum, which extend.s to the 
northern boundary of this district at Veypaur) in these two talooks; the waste land from 
which most of the chayroot is obtained measures 3,434 chains, and the assesstp.ent of the 
samt\, if cultivated, would be 3,300 rupees. If this land, which I fancy is the best for your 
purpose, were all to be taken up with cotton, and the chayroot people excluded, the rent' 
would fall to nothing, and to cover the loss to Government the aSIOessment would have to 
be trebled. How would tpat do for the cotton planter? He would of course have the 
chayroot to sell, and as the price would rise, perhaps it would pay him more than cotton. 
I understand there 'are now,about 50 chains only of level chayroot land taken up with' 

. cotton. 
" Sincerely yours, 

(signed) " C~ J. Bird," 

To the above letter, Mr. A. Lees replied by stating, that he thought it would be bad 
policy to cripple the cultivation of American cotton in its infancy, and that though a root 
rent might probably be borne by a European cultivator, yet that the na.tives would rathcr 
not cultivate at all than pay a treble land-tax; and as for chayroot being more profitable 
than cotton, that was quite another thing; what we wanted was not chayroot, but 
cotton. 

Mr. A. Lees then received another letter on the subject from Mr. Bird, from which the 
following is an extract: 

" Trichinidore, 18 AprillS.'n. 
" I KNOW that neither Government nor the Court of Directors will allow the land to be 

occupied for cotton cultivation, when a higher revenue can be got for it otherwise; and 
unless your ,experiments can succeed without causin~ loss to Government, they mal as 
well be abandoned at once. The quest.ion of allowmg the land to be cultivated with 
American cotton at a lower assessment was put several years ago, and answered from home 
in a,decided negative. 

" Sincerely yours, 
(signed) " C. J. Bird." , 

As it appeare«J to me from the above letters that the claim of the root renters wa.:J to be
enforced, I was convinced that an jnsuperable obstacle was placed to the extension of the 
culture of American cotton'amongst the natives; and I, therefore, wrote to Mr. Arthur 
Lees 1Jy the last mail, instructing him to enclose and cultivate 500 acres, in order that the 
extension of the culture might not be entirely stop~ed. 

But it is evident from a letter I have recei~ed this week that my instructions cannot be 
carried out. lIr. Bird has informed Mr. Artliur Lees, that for the next two years no land 
is to be let for the cultivation of American cotton in th~ district, unless the chayroot 
diggers are allowed to go into the land and take what th.ey want; and that an agreement 
to this effect must be signed by the party wishing to cultivate before he enters the 
land. ' 

'To require such an agreement from a cultivator of American cbtton is not reasonable; 
and I shall certainly not give my consent for l\Ir. Arthur Lees to sign it. The root dig17crs 
who are to enter into the cotton fields are the natural enemies of the culture, and they ~ill 
doubtless do all that lies in their power to destroy the plants. And the instrument they 
use is a. most destructive one. They dig the roots by means of a spear that has a bla<le 
IS inches long, which they strike with great force into the earth to the depth of a foot or 
more; and then, by pressin~ the handle. they force the root out of the ~ound. No cuItiva-
tor of American cotton wno has any regard for his ·plants can pOSSIbly allow these men 
with such a destructive instrument to enter into his fields. 

I will here just remaJ,"k that I think Mr. Bird takes too narrow and confined a view of' 
the subject. In his calculation be limits the culture o£ American cotton to two talooks; 
but I have not the least doubt it will extend, if permitted so to do, over the whole of the 
sandy coast lands of Southem India, from Visseavathee in the south to Nellore in the north, 
a range of more than 500 miles. 

The obstacle I have now brought under your notice has put an entire stop to the exten
sion of the cultUl:e of American cotton in Tinnevelly, and if it be not immediately re
moved, the approaching sowing season will be completely lost. 

London, 3 July 1851. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) David Lm. 
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Revenue Letter from Madras; dated 28 November 1851 (No. 65). 

Para. 1. 'V E have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in 
this department, dated 16 July 1851 (No.6), on the subject of a complaint 
preferred by Mr. David Lee~, of the obstruction occasioned to the cultivation of 
American cotton in the Tinnevelly district, from the proceedings of the Chayroot 
renters~ and requiring us to take it immediately into consideration, and apply 
the.necessary remedy. 

2. "~e communicated your letter, and the correspondence accompanying it, to 
the Board of Revenue, desiring them to, call upon the Collector of Tinnevelly 
for a full report on the subject, and we now beg to submit a copy of their reply~ 
which will inform your Honourable Court of the real circumstances of the case. 
We have, in reply" informed the Board that we regard the recognition of a 
right to dig forchayroot in any given extent ot land to be incompatible with the 
cultivation of American, or indeed any other description of cotton in such land, 
and in consequence, notwithstanding the immediate sacrifice of revenue which 
the measure will involve, we have directed that the present chayroot farm be 
cancelled, and that the terms of future farms be so restricted as, pending at 
least the issue of our reference to your Honourable Court, to debar the renters 
entering upon any ground which now is or may hereafter be taken up for culti
vation, and that whether of cotton or of any other produce. 

3. Referring to the report of the Collector of Tinnevelly and the Board of 
Revenue, on the questions which have arisen on a consideration of the subject, 
'We solicit the further instructions'of your Honourable Court for our guidance, 
and more especially on the points raised by the Board ill para. 9 of their 
letter. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 18 November 1851. 
, 

Received the following Letter: 

(No. 439.) 

From W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to Sir JL C. Mootgomery, 
Bart., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, I 

IL, 
Madras. 

Cons., 18th Nov, 
ber 1851, Nos. 2 
24. 

Para. 1. I AM directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt of Extract No. 23. 
MiI).ute of Consultation, 6 September 1851, transmitting, for their early report, copies of In Cons. 8th Sep 
Despatch from the Honourable Court of Directors, Revenue Department, No.6, of 1851~ tember 185]. 
dated 16th July 1851, with a communication addressed to,them by the President of the 
Manchester Commercial Association, representing that Mr. David Lees, recently returned 
from Tinnevelly, had complained that the cultivation of American cotton in Tinnevelly was 
materially obstructed by the chayroot renters. 

2. In their despatch the Honourable Court direct that if the statements of Mr. D. Lees 
should be found to be substantially correct, measures should be adopted to relieve the 
cotton planters; and if, under the terms of their lease, the renters be found to be entitled 
to compensation for being prevented from entering on lands which, aithough waste at the 
commencement of their rent, may have since been brought under cultivation, that such 
compensation should be given them in the shape of a proportionate reduction in the rent 
payable to the Government. , 

3. The Board, on receipt of these orders, called upon the Collector to suggest the means Pro. to Tinnevel 
by which the Honourable Court's wishes could be best carried out, and to state the details 8th September IS 
of the system of renting chayroot. They also requested he would transmit copy of the 
licence granted to the renters, and of any correspondence which l:!ad passed between himself 
and Mr. Lees, on the subject of the chayroot rent, and the evil complained of, or of any 
order or decision passed uponit. -

4. In his reply· the Collector encloses copies of the only official communication received 
by him from Mr . .Arthur Lees"and of his answer, ana states that he was aware of the 
impediment which ·the chayroot rent opposed to the successful cultivation o~ American 
cotton, and that he would bave referred the matter to higher authority if Mr. Lees had 

, made 

* From TinneveUy; 11th September; in Cons: 13tli :OctOber 1851. 
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made any further official application; but failin rr to obtain replies or furtlJ(~r ILttention from_ 
hiI\l, lIe was constrained to pass an order ( Vide ~ncl~8ure No.4), that no more land should 
be taken up for cotton cultivation without a stipulation that the holder would not interfere 
with the operations ~f the chayroot renters. 

5. The second enclosure to the Collector's letter is copy of the puttah ~ranted to the
chayroot renter for three fuslies, 1259 to 1261 inclusive, at an annual rent of 7 ,920 rupce~ 
but reserving the right of the Board to discontinue the rent at any time durinrr the currency 
of the entire term. The first two years have already expired, and the date foC; the payment 
of the 1st kist of fnsly 1261 will be the 11th October 1851; and it is therefore open to the 
Board to callcel ~he rent, especially as ~he. season for gathering the root is not yet eom
menced, and to direct the Collector to lDVlte fresh tenders for a new rent under modified 
terrs, as suggested, by the Collector restricting the right to lands not under cultivation 
which, in the opinion of the Board, would most readily give effect to the wishes of tlI~' 
1I0nourable Cour~ 

6: .At the same time I am desired to observe that the Board do not vie,v the de~anu 
made upon Mr. Lees as the " preposterous" exaction which it is represented to 'Le. It 
would seem to be a. well under,stood condition attached to the occupancy of land pro
ducing chayroot in Tinnevelly, that the root shall still remain the property of GO\ ern
ment and be leased out separately. The process'of digging out the chayroot is no doubt 
inji:trious to the crop cultivated, but it is observed that the rent paid for the cultivation 
of the land is as low as 4~ annas, or about 6d. ali. acre, and with this very small rent it 
may it appears be cultivated with profit, notwithstanding the disadvantage attached to 
the tenure. No distinct reservation of the chayroot al'pear8 'to be made in the pUltahs 
or leases granted for such lands, and it is likely that in consequence of this Mr. Lees 
may have remained in ignorance of the condition on which it was brdinarily occupied at 
the time he took it up. lIad he been aware of this he would hardly have considered 
it a legitimate cause of complaint 'that he was not permitted to occupy the land to the
serious loss of Government. Mr. Bird states that Borne of the land will produce as much 
as 75 rupees worth of chayroot per chain, and if the transaction be viewed as an ol-dinary 
financial one, it 'Could hardly be expected that 'the Government should consent to merge 
its higher beneficial interest in, the 'land in the smaller one, and forego a profit of 75, 
rupees a chain, that a cultivator might occupy the land at one rupee a chain. No private 
landowner wollld' consent to such terms, but would prefer that the land should remain' 
uncultivated, if iIi that condition it would spontaneously yield a crop greatly more 
valuable, and a proportion~tely higher return. , 

1. It is 'not the, intention of the Board by these remarks to offer any objection to carry
ing out the Honourable Court's instructions for remitting the demand on account of chay
root, but they think that it should be considered as an exceptional case, and be looked upon 
in the light of, l!o: bonus, or premium, offered for the encouragement of American cotton 
at some saCr~fice o(pu~lic revenue. 

8. It does not clearly aPl!ear from the letters, either of the Collector or Mr. Lees, whether 
there are any peculiarities lD the land producing chayront which render it the only land 
which cOllld have ~een selected for prosecuting the experiment in raising American cotton; 
but from the desh"e of Mr. Lees -to occupy these particular spots of land, and hi~ remark. 
that the enforcement of the claims of the chayroot renters lvould constitute " an insuper
able' obstacle to the ~xtenBion of the cult~vation of American cotton amongst the natives,'" 
the Board would have been led to believe that no other land was well adapted for the pur
pose. If this lie really the case, the experiment would not seem to promise any larger 
result than "the cultivation of the whole tract ... which is stated by Mr. Bird to be abOut 

To Mr. Lees, 16th 3,434 chains, or 12,500 acres. In his letter to the President of the Manchester Commer
Apri~ 18~lG En~o-_cial Association, however Mr. Lees repudiates this idea, and observes that he " has not the 
S~~t~~b~l' 18s'i~ least doubt that it (ilie cultivation of American cotton) will exten.d, if per~itted so to do,. 

, o'Ver the whole of the sandy lan~s of Southern IndIa, from Vlsvathee 1D the south to 
Nellore in the north, a range of more than 500 miles." This is a much more encouraging 
prospect as relates to the general introduction of American cotton, and the supply of the 
EnO'lisb market; but the Board do 11ot, as at present informed, clearly understand why 
with so extensive a tract of country adapted for that description of cultivation it was 
necessary for Mr. Lees absolutely to confine his operations to that small portion of it 
producing chayroot, or hpw "the obstacle (the chayroot rent) could be held to have pur 
an entire stop to the extension of the cultivation of American cotton." 

, 
9. In the concluding ,paragraph of ilieir despatch, the Honourable Court direct as fol

lows: "We also desire. that on the renewal of the chayroot farms, the renters should be-
restricted to ilie uncultivated lands in collecting the root, 8.1! we are of opinion that the 
cultivators of the ordinary drv grains are as.well entitled to protection as the cultivawra of 
all other articles of agricultural produce, however raised." The Board rropose also to com.
municate this as -an instruction to the Collector of Tinnevelly. Previously to doing so, 
however, they would wish to be informed whether the more valuable thourrh spontaneous 
product of the land, viz., the chayroot, is to be considered as the property of the cultivator 
hereafter. There would be no advantage in-restricting him from collecting it, if it cannot 
be gathered by any other party; but, on the other hand, it is to be observed that, while the 
cultivation assessment only averages, as before observed, 4! annas per acre, the_ nIne of the 

- chayroot •• 
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<:hayroot, even at the present low rent, averages 10 annas per acre. The produce in this respect 
seeJ.llI very unequaL Mr. Bird sta~s that in som~ places ~he root is worth 75 rupees per 
cha;m, or 20a rupees pel' acre; and If the :t:0ot be gIven u~, It would c~rtainly be wortq the 
while of ryots to take up the JIl()re productive spots ostensIbly for cultivation, but in reality 
to collect the chayroot. The assessment of the entire tract of 3434 chains being only 
3,300 rupees, it would obviouslr b~ worth the while of the renters; who pay 1,920 rupees 
to apply for th<: whole on a cultIvatIOn p~ttah, and hold it on the ordinary conditions. Th~ 
same remark wI!1 ap~ly to the land occupl~d b:>: Mr. Lees.. ~f he is held to have acquired 
the customary rlO'ht m the land he occupIes WIthout restriction, he is also entitled to all 
lIIlontaneous produce, and may collect·the 'hayroot if, on his own account he finds it worth 
whiTe: That gentleman would Dot probably be disposed to do 60 to the detrhnent of his cotton 
crops, but there is nothing to prevent his disposing of the land to-morrow to a native culti
vator, and a right which has been recognised as appertaining to him could not be withheld 
from hit! native successor. It appears probable, therefore, that no further rent of any con
sequence can be long expected for the chayroot. 

10. In the meantime, the :Board have directed Mr. Bird to suspend the collection of the 
nrst instalment of the chayroot rent for fusly 1261, which falls due on the 11th instant 
pending the further orders of Government upon the modification of the rent, to the re\"isio~ 
()f which no obstacle is at present presented. ' 

Revenue :Board Office, Fort S1. George, 
13 October 1851. 

(signed) 1-Yo H. Bayley, Secretary. 

, To W. H. Bayley, Esq.; Secretary to the :Board of Revenue. Fort St. George. 
'J " 

, Sir, 

:Para. 1~ Wlm reference to the ettract from the proceedin~s of the Board of Revenue, 
dated 8th instant, I have the honour to state that the only official correspondence that has 
passed between 1\011' • .Arthur' Lees' and myself regarding the claim made by the chayroot 
diggers. to be allowed to take the chayroot from the lands cultivated with American. cotton, 
or to receive compensation for its value, consists of one letter and a reply.* 

2. I am quite sensible of the impediment which the present chayroot renting system 
opposes to the successful cultivation of the description of produce, and wished l\Ir. Lees to 
address me officially on the subject., in some way that might enable me to make a reference 
to the :Boarel. He preferred, however, adopting a different course. 

3. From the enclosed translation of the chayroot rent~rs' puttah, the :Board will perceive 
that it is open to them to cancel the remaining portion of the current lease, by doing which 
the wishes of the Honourable Court of Directors w,ill be effectually carried out; and as the 
nrst kiilt for the present. fusly is not due, and th~ season for gathering the root not arrived, 
this will be a very convenient time for adopting such a measure. 'fenders may then be 
invited for a new rent under modified terms, restricting the right to lands that are not 
under cultivation. 

II . 
![adraY. 

4. Chayroot is found only in sandy places, and in considerable quantities nowhere but 
quite close to the sea-side. Some of the spots selected by Mr. David Lees for planting 
American cotton, and where his sU<lcess is understood to have answered his expectations, 
are within a few hundred yards of the beach, and just ",here chayroot is found in greatest 
abundance. The 'value of the root found in such places is stated to be, in average seasons, 
about 75t rupees per chain of land, and consequently serious consideration to the renters; t Acres, 3'66 
but as such land has heretofore produced little or nothing besides, 'it is assessed very low, 
and the Government demand from the cultivator is, on an average, less than a rupee per 
chain. 

5. I had many conversations with J\-Ir. Lees on the subject of the claim of the renters, 
and a few notes passed between us, whi<;h I think are all given or alluded to in Mr. David 
Lees'letter to Th. Aspinall Turner. 

6. Copy of an English translation of a Tamil petition received from the chayroot renters, 
together with translations of my orders to tlle tahsildar, and of the onlyarzee received from 
him on this subject, are submitted; from which the Board will see that, failing in my 
endeavour to procure replies or any attention whatever from ~Ir. Lees, I was constrained 
to determine, for the satisfaction of the renters, that no more land should be taken up f(\r 
cotton cultivation, without a. stipulation that the operations of the renters should not be 
interfered with. ' , 

7. I have 

~I FI:om Mr. Le£~, dut~d 19th l\I~rcb 1831. 
" To Mr. Lees, dated 20th March 18.>1. ' Copies enclosed. 
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7. I have omitted to reply to a few' questions in the' Board's proceedin~9 under notice, 
because' the information is not at hand, and does not seem of 80 much JIIlportance as to 
justify my delaying to make this report. ' 

Tinnevelly, Tencausey, 
17 September 1851. 

(No. 1.) 

, Sir, 

(signed) 

To the Collector of Tinnevelly. 

c. J. Bird, 
Collector. 

I SHOULD be glad if you will inform me if the men who wish to break into my cotton 
:fiel4s at Trichendoor, and in the neighbourhood to take out chayroot, have received the full 
sandtion of the Government so to do j\ or have they only received a conditional sanction? 
My :fields are fenced all round. 

Trichendoor, 19 March 1851. (signed) Jrm. Art/lur Lees. 

-- ----n;--- -------

Enclosllt'e, No.1. 

Sir, 
To W. A. Lees, Esq., Trichendoor. 

IN reply to your letter of yesterday, I have the honour to state that the chayroot renters' 
people have no power to break iI!to enclosures, and are pl\ffishable for trespass should they 
do so. ' 

They have,. however, a right, under the terms of the chayroot rent, for which a consider
able sum is paid to Government, to all the chayroot produced in this district, 'Whether on 
waste land or land occupied with dry cultivation; and hitherto no objection has been offered, 
as far as I am aware, to the extraction of the root from eultivated ground. The chayroot 
revenue being an important item in the Government demand upon the land in Tinnevelly. 
and having been farmed out according to immemorial custom, you will, I trust, perceive the 
propriety of ~ither allowing the renters' people to gather it as usual from your fields, or 
making them sufficient compensation for the loss. , 

Tinnevelly, Trichendoor, 
20 March 1851. 

Enclosure, No.2. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

TRANSLATION of an Ejara Cowie Puttah, issued by C. J. Bird, Esq.~ Acting Collector 
ofTinnevelly, to Four Persons, viz. Annamalay Appah Pillay, of Tinnevelly; Mariac,a.. 
tumbee Maracayen, of Cayamole; Soodalamootoo N adan, of Auroomooganary; and 
Peramamootoo N adan, residing in the West-street of the last-mentioned Village; under 
date 12 October 1849. 

WHEREAa the exclusive privilege of digging out and applying to yourselves the chayroot 
growing in the seven taloob noted in tJle margin·, and in the limits of Tutacorin and its 
islands, has been rented to you for three years, from fusly 1259 to 1261, at an annual rent 
of 7,920 rupees, or for 23,760 rupees upon the whole, you are to pay the said sum of 
twenty-three thousand seven hundred and sixty rupees in the following kists annu~lly : 

11 October 
11 November 
11 December -
11 January 
11 February -

Kists for the Annual Rent of 7.920 Rupees. 

Ra. 
- 792 
- 792 
- 792 
'- 792 
~ 792 

11 March 
,.11 April 

11 May -
11 June 
11 July -

Rs. 
- 792 
- 792 
- 792 
- 792 
- 792 

,2. As you have,. in order to conform to the items of the rent for fusly 1259, named the per
sons noted in'the margin t as your sureties, and deposited a sum equal to one kist of792 rupees, 
you are accordingly required to continue furnishin", before the opening of every (u81y the 
security- and ready money deposit, and to obtain at the commencement of the year the usual 

, orders 

* Nelleeambalum, Vedoogramum, Nangoonary, Vullyoor, Streevygoontum, Oottapedarum, and 
Punjamall. 

t Pundarum Pillay ana his co-heirs, of Aurampannie; RamanaaR Pillay, of Aurampannie; Rama
sRwmy PilIay, of Aurampannie; Mackoodundeen ~raraikan. a{ COyjlmole; J)Ieeraneenamaracoyel!l, of 
Coyamole; and Peramamoottoo Nadan, of Auroomooganary. 
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orders from the hoozor. If you fall in arrear in making payment according to the kists, the 
balance, with interest at 12 per cent., and charges for sibbendy that may be entertained on 
that account, will be made good from the sale proceeds of your property and that of your 
securities, which will be sequestrated and put up to auction according to regulations. In 
the event of your sub-renting the farm, you are to issue cowles to the sub-renters, takin", 
from them moochilkas and rajeenamah8. according to rnles. You are further required ~ 

. take care not to do injury to the poonjah, &c. crops when digging out the chayroot. 

3. In the event of the Board of Revenue directing the discontinuance of the rent at any 
time during this three years' lease, from fusty 1259 to 1261, their orders shall he carried 
into effect. In the absence of such orders, you are to conform to the above terms during 
the three years in question. • 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Acting Collector. 12 October 1849. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

(No.3.) 

To C. J. Bird, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, &c., &c., &c. 

The "humble Petition addressed by' Annamalay Appa Pillay, Marakatumby Marakayen, 
So~amootoo Nadan, the tinging root Esaradars of the whole zillah in Tinnevelly, from 
the fusly 1259 to 1261. 

Most respectfully showeth, 

II. 
.)Iadra~ 

ht THAT there is an habitual custom .from the days of disposing on the Esara of the 
tinging roots (otherwise called in Tamil • ) as to possess the Esaradars their roots • Tamil characters 
producing in the Poonjah fields doing no any harm to the plants, and the husbaudmen to not printed. 
possess their crops without corruptin~ the roots amongst their plantations, as it is mentioned 
m the puttah given to the said ESaradars. 

. 2d. That Mr. D. Lees comin~ at Trichendoor has, cultivated the CQtton vegetables in 
about 70 chunklies of grouna lying the sides of the vi\lages, namely, Trichendoor, 
Veerapandianputnum, Coilpatam, and Tutacorin. There were large quantities of tinging 
roots amonO'st Punjah grounds. In the rainy season, when the ground was damp, the peti
tioners wished to gather their productions of the roots, but the above-mentioned gentleman 
letting not them to enter into his punjab lands detained to their legal possession of the roots 
and caused the petitioners to m)lch loss. _ 

3d. That concerning which the petitioners have been attempted to complain to the 
tahsildar of the Punjamall talook on 17th J anuaty, with submitting a petition to your Honour 
on the date 20th of the month by the post. The case is not yet brought into conclusion by 
your Honour, Or by the tahsildar. 

4th. That because an .order has not be~~ produced from your Honour about the roots, 
that they may be plucked out by the petitIOners from the Poonjah lands of the gentleman, 
or they may be kept in safety amongst the plantations, being not spoiled by the gentleman, 
as far as the case be held into inquiry. Many productive roots are very much spoiled by 
rakin.,. by the Takers the weeds amon~ the plants, and digging the ground by hoes so as the 
petiti~ners may by which meet some loss. 

5th. That by the want of rain in this year having been caused the petitioners into much 
damages, suffer great trouble to pay in circar the contracted monies of their lease, such as 
takinO' debts and selling their jewels, and the like. -Through such distressful and unlucky 
occasions the petitioners are suppressed by :Mr. Lees, also about their right possession of the 
said roots. If your Honour be pleased to raise the poonjah field named Andy Ayenvelly, 
situating in the west side of Tricbendoor, in distance not more than a. quarter mile tllen 
well aware tbe being of the roots valued at 200 rupees amidst the very smaller price of the 
cotton plantation contained one and half chunklies of punjab ground. 

6th. That the petitioners therefore have been humbly attempted to solicit your HOllour 
by the means of this petition, that your Honour may graciously be pleased to issue an order 
to be plucked out and possessed the roots called ( • . ) from the punjab lands of -It TIlo~il character& 
Mr. D. Lees without any restraint by the gentleman, and to do redress according to the not pnnted. 
justice. , 

For which act of goodness the humble petitioners, as in duty bound" shall ever pray. 

8 March 1851. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 

(signed, in original~ in Tamil characters.) 

(True copy.) 
(signed) C. J. Bird,Collector. 
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TRANSLA'l'ION of an Arzce addressed to C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinne"eUr on the 
20th January 1851, by Annamalyappa Pillay, Marakatumbee, Marabn, Soodalar'noottoo 
Nadan, Bnd Peramamoottoo Na.d3.n, the Chayaroot Renters of the whole district. for three 
years, from Fy.sly 1259 to 1261 •• 

. IN the Ejara puttahs granted to us it is stated that we are to di~ aud take the chayaroots 
from the ground cultivated with poonjah, but our man, name<1 Soodalamoottoo Pillay 
,came and told us ihat on his proceeding with bars to dig up the roots from the lands' 
~easor!ng about 70 chains, in Trichendoor~ Raneemaharajapoorum, VeerapondianputnuD?: 

. anr' Coilpatam, &c., 'places where the English cotton seeds are sown by Mr. Lees, who 18 

come to Trichendoor for the said purpose, and where the chayaroots are grown in abundance, 
. the person employed there by that gentleman for watchin~ the abol"C poonjah lands hav;.urr 
prevented him from digging up the roots, saying that he snould not take the roots without 
the permission of the above gentleman; they both disputed with each other, and went to 
the tahsildar of the Punjamall talook, and informed him of the circumstance, and that the 
tahsildar strictly ordered the ~an of Mr. Lees that he should aUow the roots to be duO' up 
from the poonjah lands cultivated with cotton by the said gentleman, without startin .. onny 
objection. Thereupon we sent our man again with bars to the above places to dig up the 
roots, but he, having met with the same opposition as before, he and the said watcher, after 
disputing with each other, went to the above gentleman, and informed him of the circum
stances, who told our man, Soodalamoottoo Pillay, that he should Dot take out the roots 
from, the punjah lands, and that if he does so, he will be dealt with deservedly, and 80 
prevented him. Afterwards he destroyed the roots by digging sonie of the poonjah lands 
for removing weeds, on which our man,. Soodalamoottoo Pillav, gathered some of the roots 
that were destroyed, a.nd having shown them to the tahsilda.r, informed him of what had 
happened; the tahsildar told ,him ,that he lVould send for the ,man of the said gentleruan_ 
and give orders after inquiry into the case. 'Vhile so, that gentleman who prevented us 
from taking the chayaroot produce from the said cotton poonjah lands, included ID Ollr rent 
without waitin~ to know the issue of the case under inquiry, is destroying the roots 
that are grown In the above cotton poonjah lands, contrary to law: If such destruction is 
carried on, how can we reap the produce, and pay the circar dues? We therefore bep that 
your Honour will be kindly pleased to allow UB to dig up the roots, and to send oruers to 
the aboye gentleman not to prevent us from taking the chayaroots so dug out, and also not. 
to destroy the same before they are taken out from the ground, and eo protect UB. • 

(signed) VellyampiZla!l, Accountant of Ejara Annamalay 
appa Pillay. _ 

Ditto Peramamoottoo Nadan. 
Ditto Soodalamoottoo Nadan. 

Indorsement No. 45 to the Tahsildar of Punjamall Talook. 

You are to peruse this complaint, and to inquire and report the .circumstances connected 
with the case. 

(signed) ~ J. Bird, 
Ag. Collr. Trichendoor, 22 January'1851. 

TRANSLATION of an Arzee, addressed by the Tahsildar of Punjamall Talook, under 
date 13 February 1851, to C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly. 

, THE' Ind~rsement No. 45, dated 22 January last, directing me to inquire and report 
what had occurred in the matter of the petition addressed by Annamalay Appa Pilly. Mara
katumbee Marakan, Soodamoottoo Nadan, and Paramamoottoo Nadan, the chayaroot rentere 
of the whole district for three years, from fusly 1259 to 1261, stating that Mr. Lees, 
residing at Trichendoor, prevented them, contrary to the puttahs granted to the~ by the 
circar, from dig~ng up the roots from the poonjah lands, measuring about 70 cham.s, and 
cultivated with .r.;urope cotton, has been received. ' 

In reply, I beg to state, !hat no sooner was the above in~orBement received by me .t~an 
I sent for Soobramoneay Pillay, the writer of the above Bald gentleman, and after gIvmg 
rum the complaint to :Ur. 'Lees, and bring me his answer; he promised to do so; but not 
having returned with any answer, I ,vrote to him a letter, together with the indorse!llent. 
in returning which the writer abovementioned informs me that his master gave him no 
answer; consequently, I beg to bring this to your Honour's notice, and to return the 
indorsement received from your Honour. , ' 

(signed) Andea PiZZOy, Tahsildar. 
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TRANSLATION of an Order issued by C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to the 
Tahsildar of the Punjamall Talook. 

II. 
Madra". 

THE petition from Annamalay U ppa Pillay and others, the chayatoot renters of the whole Dated 29th ApriL 
district, from Fusly 1259 to 1261, is herewith forwarded. The petitioners request that No reply ~aR yft 
Mr. Lees should be desired not to dig out and spoil the chayaroot growing on the lands bb,en rdcelved to 
cultivated with cotton by him, and they, permitted to apply the same to their use; you are, t 18 or er, 
therefore, directed to peruse the petition, communicate its purport to the said gentleman, to 
send for his people and the renters, as well as four other respectable persons, and in their 
presence to ascertain correctly the extent of land cultivated with cotton by that gentleman, 
and the quantity and value of chayroot that would grow in that land to the advantage of 
the renters, and to report the same to the huzzoor, with particulars. You are also required 
to return the petition in question. . 

Trichendoor,5 May 1851. 
o 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Collector. 

TRANSLATION of ~ Order issued by C. J. Bird, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly. to 
the Tahsildar of Punjamal Talook, under date () August 1851. 

As Mr. Lees informs me that he wants, for the purpose of American cotton cultivation, 
120 chains of land, near Cusbah Trichendoor, and 10 chains on the Terry or Sand hill at 
Suvisashapoorum, and that he will not prevent the chayroot renter's people (when they 
come) from gathering the root gro,ving in the cultivated land, you are directed to render 
him every assistance, and procure the said extent of land for him. The said gentleman 
will return thither in about a month more; you are, therefore, required in the meantime to 
make the necessary inquiries, and to exert your best to get him the above land. If you in 
any way neglect to do so you will incur my severe displeasure, 

(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 

To the Collector of Tinnevelly. 
Sir, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 17th September 1851, and its Enclosure, No.2,. In Cons. 13th Octo
being the puttah granted to the chayroot renter in your district, in which it is reserved to ber ISdI. 
the Board to discontinue the rent during any time of its entire term, I am directed by the 
Board of Revenue to request that in the event of the amount of the first kist. which was 
due on the 11th October 1851, not having been already received, you will suspend its 
collection until further orders, and, in the event of your having already received it, that you 
will hold it in deposit, and will meantime' prevent the gathering of the root, intimatlDg the 
same to the Board at your early convenience. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
13 October 1851. 

(No. 1143.) 

(signed) W. H. Bayley, 
Secretary. 

1. THE Right honourable the Governor in Council has had under his consideration the 
correspondence relating to the complaint preferred by Mr. David Lees respecting the 
obstruction occasioned to the cultivation of American cotton in the Tinnevelly district 
from the proceedings of the chayroot farmers. The recognition of a rigllt to dig for chay
root in any given extent of land, appears to the Government to be incompatible with the 
cultivation of American, or indeed of any other description of cotton, in such land. Not
withstanding the immediate sacrifice of revenue which may be caused, they therefore direct 
that the present chayroot farm be cancelled, and that the conditions under which the farm 

. is to be given for the future should be so restricted as to debar the renter from entering on 
any land which now is, or may from time to time be taken up for cultivation, whether of Court'8 despatch, 
cotton or of any other produce. The Board of Revenue will be pleased to instruct the 16th J nly 1851, p. 5. 
Collector of Tinnevelly accordingly. The Government will. however, report the whole 
correspondence for the consideration of the Honourable the Court of Directors at an early 
date. 

2. With respect to the point propounded in para. 9 of the Board's letter, the Go~ernment 
apprehend that it would not be advisable until at least the pleasure of the Honourable 
Court upon the general question be known, to interfere with the cultivator in respect to 
the appropriation of any chayroot that may be produced in his land. 

(signed) T. Pgcroft. 
Fort St George, 17 November 1851. Secy. to Government. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 
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Revenue Department, 21st April (No.6) 1852. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

1. IN your letter, dated the 28th November last (No. 65), you have reported 
y~ur proceedings consequent on the receipt of our despatch of the 16th JuIS 
(No.6) 1851, relative to the obstruction caused to the extension of the cultiva
tion of American cotton in Tinnevelly by the existence of the chayroot farm. 
ana you have solicited our further instructions in the matter. 

- . 
2. We consider that if the chayroot renters are restricted from entering on 

cultivated lands in search of the root, the occupants of the "lands should be con
sidered as entitled to collect it on their own account. as it appears to us that 
the payment of the assessment confers a full right to aU the produce of the 
land, whether spontaneous or cultivated. The amount of the assessment is 
however, a question still open for consideration. The Collector, Mr. Bird, 
states that these lands, which are found to be peculiarly suited to the cultiva
tion' of American cotton, have heretofore produced little or nothing besides 
.chayroot. and have iu consequence been assessed at a very low rate; and the 
Board of .Reve~ue remark that, while t.he cultivation assessment only averages 
4! annas per acre, the value of the chayroot rent averages 10 annas per acre. 

3. With every desire to encourage the cultivation of American cotton, we see 
no reason for continuing this low rate of assessment, which we presume to be 
subject to revision at the pleasure of the Government. The rule which we 
desire to see followed is, that all lands should be assessed according to their 
capability, and not according to their actual produce; and if the lands in ques
tion are capable of paying a given assessment per acre when allowed to produce 
chayroot, we think that that amount should be levied from tht'm whenever 
occupied. leaving it at the option of the occupant to cultivate cotton or what
ever he may please, or, if he prefer it, to allow the lands to remain uncul
tivated, obtaining his return from the spontaneous production of charroot. 

4. We desire that this part of the question may be reconsidered by you with 
reference to these observations, and the result communicated to us. 

London, 21 April'1852. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. W. Hogg. 

R. Ellice. 
&c. &c. 

EXTRACT Revenue Letter from Fort St. George, dated 26th October 
(No. 58) 1852. 

Lettcl, dated , 33. WE furnished a copy of this despatch to the Collector of Tinnevelly, 
Il1f,L April (No.6), through, the Board of Revenue, in order to the subject of the assessment of the 
IS.')\!. chayroot lands of that district being considered and reported on with reference 

to the observation~ of your Honourable Court.-

* Advert to the proceec!inO's ortbi$ Government consequent on their despatch rt'lative to the obstl'Ve
tion caused to the extensIOn" of American cotton in 'l'innevelly by the existence of the chayroot fann. 
Observe,' that if the chayroot renters are restrIcted from entering on eultivated lands in search of the 
root, the oct'upants should be considered as entitled to collect it on their own aooouot, inasmuch as the 
payment of the assessment confers a full right to all the produt'e of the land, wbetber spontaneou. or 
cultivated. The question of assessment is, bowever, sbll open to consideratIon i Rnd, adverting to the 
nature of the produce from these lands, whIch are represented to be peculia!'ly adapted to the cwtintioD 
of American cotton, and to the mode in which the assessment is charged, tbe Honourable Court see no 
reason for continuing the present low rate of assessment; deSIre that all land. be aesell8ed aeeording to 
their capabihty, and not accord lUg to their actual produce, and direct that this part of the subiect be 
reconsidered. 
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EXTRACT Revenue General Letter from lfa.dra.s, dated 7th March 1854, No. 11. 

Para.. 15. REFERRING to para. 33 of our letter, dated' 26t1i. October 1852, No. 58, we 
bave the honour to forward the. correspondence - which has since' taken place with the 
Board of Revenue on the subject of the assessment of chayroot lands in the district of 
Tinnevelly. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Cons. of 20th May 1853. 
29th April received the following : 

(No. 176.) 

It. 
Madras. 

From W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,. to Sir H. C. Jl,Iont!l0meT!J, NO·9· 
Barto, Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir" 
Para- 1. WITH reference to extract from :Minutes of Consultation, dated 5th June 1852, In Con.;. !lISt June 

forwarding copy of a despatch from the Honourable. the Court of Directors respecting the' 185 i. 
assessment of the chayroot lands in the district of Tinnevelly, I am directed by the Board· 
of Revenue to submit herewith, for the information of the Righ~ Honourable the Governor' 19th March, in 
in Council, the accompanying report from the Collector of that district on the subject. Coos. !15th April 

Th . f . ~ . I ds raJ' h . d 1853· 2. e expenment 0 grOWIng lOrelgn cotton on an p ucmg c ayroot IS state fu 
have proved a failure; Messrs. Longshaw, from Manchester, have abandoned their endea.
vours, and Mr. Leea is likely also to give up his attempts. The native- cultivators have 
never raised any objections to the immemorial cnstom of renting to others the apontaneous' 
produce of the lands cultivated by them, but, on the contrary, would prefer the old system 
to raising the assessment of the land, which would necessarily follow a. change; the BOardJ 
would therefore support the recommendation of Mr. Bird to refrain at present from making 
alterations in the assessment. 

3. Tn the event of a. change being determined upon, Mr. Bird has submitted certain pro
positions regarding the future assessment of these lands; but the,Board do not deem it 
necessary to enter into any discussion regarding them at p'resent, as the Government may 
perhaps sanction the former system being reverted to. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
25 April 1853. 

. . (signed) w: H. Bayley, 
Secretary. 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para.. l. I HAVE the honour to submit the opinion called for in extract from the Pro

ceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st J nne last, upon the proposition contained in 
the Honourable Court of Directors' despatch,. dated 21st April 1852, to revise the present 
assessment of land which is productive of chayroot. 

2. Mr. Lees is the only person that has as yet manifested strong repugnance to the old 
system of renting (Jut the chayroot, with the privilege of entering cultivated lands in search 
of the product. Even Messrs. Longshaw from :Manchester, who were induced to embarlt 
in the speculation of growing New Orleans cotton on the sandy tracts of this coast, have 
admitted to me that the root can be taken out of the cotton fields without injuring the 
plants; Europeans Wl>uld, however, always oppose a right of entry into their enclosures 
being vested in a chayroot renter. 

3. Natives who have been familiar with the custom from time inImemorial have no such 
antipathy, and would much rather have the old system continued than the assessment of the 
land raised. • 

4. Now as the- experiment to grow fureign cotton in land productive of cbayroot has 
failed egregiously, the quantity obtained per acre being insufficient to repay the cost of 
culture; and as Messrs. Longshaw have already abandoned the enterprise, and Mr. Lees 
cannot possibly hold on much longer, it would be better in my opinion to refrain at present 
from making any change in the assessment. But lest this opinion should not meet witli 
concurrence, I shall proceed-to describe the alterations which seem to me best calculated to 
accomplish.what the Honourable Court has in view. 

5. Land which is regularly tilled every year does not produce much chayroot, its growth 
being checked by the operations or ploughing and weeding. The interests of the renter 
are therefore not materially affected by his being excluded from those nelds, while to raise 
the assessmeut would press hard upon the cultivators who have long held, and, it may be, 
improved them. It seems to me just, therefore, to conline the measure of raising the 

assessment, 

• ChayrooUands in the district of TinneyeIIy: Diary, 20th May 1853, Nos. 9, 10: Diary, 26th July 
1853, Nos. 4~46. Diary, 14th October 1853, Noa.-3l, 3:l.. 

2g6-Sess. 2. Y Y 2 
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asse!sment, if it is' to be carried out, to those lands which were waste of 10nO' standinrf up 
to the time when Mr. David Lees Bet on foot his:ex~riments in Fusly,1259;and be ... ;n to 
inclose old waste land, among which ~ere those most productive of chayroot. ., 

6. The whole of the wastes in which chayroot is found is never likely U; be nnder cul
tivation in any year, and I venture to assume that a chayroot rent will always be taken for 
about half* the past ten years. I would propose therefore to add to the assessment of the 
land, which was ancient waste uJ> to Fusly 1259, such an increase as will suffice to pro
duce an excess revenue, should It be taken up for cultivation, amounting to about half the 
average chayroot rent for ten years past. 

7. It will be necessary, however, in that case to introduce some rule to prevent persons 
'from taking up lands which are known to produce chayroot abundantly, on pretence or 
cultivation, and to make a great profit out of the root on payment of a small tax. I<'or' , 
,this purpose I beg to suggest that all fields not ploughed and. sown by the 15th of December 
of any fusly shall be declared open to the chayroot renters for one month. This will in some 
measure guard both interests, because cultivation of dry grains is always commenced before 
the monsoon, and the operations of the chayroot seekers cannot be commenced until after the 
rains have brought the plant to view. It w~ll be necessary also to refuse cowles for bringing 
land prodllctive oCchayroot under cultivation by the plough. ' , 

8. On the above principles the annexed table has been prepared from the best information 
the tahsildars could obtain regarding the localities and extent of ground wherein cbayroot 
grows more or less abundantlYI from the ryots and rersons who have been accustomed to 
search.for it, and I submit it for the consideration 0 the Board, but without thinking it 
desirable that~the alteration of assessment should be made; I think, however, that whf'ther 
the assessment ifij raised or not, the rules proposed in the precedin~ paragraph are worthy 
of adoption, for without some such provisions the cbayroot revenue 18 likely, before long, to 
become Ii. ciph~r. 

Tinnevelly, Trichendoot, 
19 March 1853. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Collector. 

STATEMENT showing the E:J:tent of Immemorial Waste Lnnds productive of ChByroots, prepared in 
Fusly 1262, with reference to the Accounts of Fusly 1259. 

) 

Poonjah Additional Amount of TOTAL Total Extent I 
Classification of Land. of Teerwah for the Teerwah per Chain Chayroo< Bariz of Columna 

on account aceordmg to the 
Laud. same. of the Chayroote. Ratel in Column 4. a and 6. 

I. 2. 3. 4- 6. 6. 

Chain •• R •• a. p. n.. a. p. R •• a. p. 'R •• a. p. 

1st Sort - - - - 2,1971. 3,223 11 a 1 8 - 3,296 0 G 6,620 - 9 

2nd ditto - - - - 1,191 , 's 1,563 12 5 - U - 693 0 3 2,459 6 8 

3rd dltto ,- , - - 97 ~l 120 15 3 - 6 - 36 10 - 157 9 S 

4th ditto - - - - 413U 533 6 - - 2 - 51 11 6 68$ - 6 

5th ditto - - - - 30 9 2 4 - 1 - 1 14 - 11 - , 
3,930l1 

----
TOTA.L - - - 5,452 14 3 - . - 4,280 2 a 9,733 - 6 

The chayroot bariz, on an average of 10 years, from Fuely 1250 to 1259; comes to 
Rs. 7,749.8'10 half of which, Rs.3,874. 12., is Rs. 405.6. 3. less than the amount entered 
under column 5. ' 

(signed) C. J. Bird, Collector. 
(No. 534.) 

Para 1. UNDER the circumstances represented by the Collector of Ti~nevelly,. t~e 
Right Honourable the Governor in Council agrees with the Board o~ Revenue that It. IS 

not advisable to make any alteration for the present in the assessment of the lands producmg 
chayroot in that district. 

2. The Board have not noticed the suggestion contained in the concluding se}ltence of 
Mr. Bird's letter; such provisions as are there alluded to are necessary for the maIntenance 
of the chayroot farm. - . 

Ordered that the above resolution be communicated to the Honourable Court ofDzrector3 
in reference' to their Revenue Despatch, No.6, dated 21st April 1852. 

(signed) T. PJlcroft, 
Fort St. George, Secretary to Government. 

14: May 1853; 
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EXTRACT Fort, St. George Revenue 'Cons. of 26th July 1853. 

Read the following letter; 

(No. 308.) 
From B. Cunliffe, Esq , Sub-Secretary to the Board o( Revenue, to Sir H. C.1I-Iontgomery; 

" Ba:rt., Chief Secrctarr to Government. . . 

Sir, 
WITH reference to para. 2 of Extract Minutes Consultation, dated 14th May 1853, I am 

directed by the Board of Revenue to submit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council, the accompanyin~ letters from the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 
17th and 18th June 1853, on the subject 01 the chayroot farm. 

2. In para. '1 of his letter, dated 19th March 1853, the collector proposed the following 
rules as necessary for the maintenance of the revenue derived from that source, viz., 
1. that all fields not ploughed and sown by the 15th of December in. each fusly, shall be 
open to the chayroot renters for one month certain' at least; and, 2. t.hat cowles shall be 
refused for bringing lands product\ve of chayroot under cultivation by the plough. As it 
appeared to the Board that these rules were proposed pnly as a sequel to the changes 
recommended in the 6th par"., which were not approved, the Board did not consider it 
necessary to discuss them In their letter of the 25th Apri11853. 

3. In the report under consideration, however, the collector states as his opinion, that 
under the restriction now existing, it is very necessary to adopt the above rules.· The 
first, he observes, ,,!ould guard the interests both of the ryots and chayroot farmers, because 
the cultivation of dry grains is always commenced before the monsoon, while the operations 
of the chayroot seekers do not begin until after the rains have brought the plant to view. 
The second rule would prevent persons taking up lands productive of chayroot, on pretence 
of cultivation, and deriving a large profit from the chayroot on payment of a. small tax on 
the land. 

- 4. As the Board do not perceive any objection to these suggestions, they would recom
mend the same for the sanction of Government, with reference to their remarks on 
Extract Minutes Consultation, 14th May 1853~ and request that it may be granted at an 
early date. 

Revenue Board, Fort St. George, 
11 July 1853. 

(signed) B. Cunliffe, 
Sub-Secretary. 

To B. Cunliffe, Esq., Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
II" reply to the question contained in Extract from Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 

dated 4th June 1853, I have the honour to submit my opini<?n that for the maintenance of 
the chayroot farm in this district under the restriction now existing, it is very necessary 
that the rules recommended in para. 7 of my letter of 19th March last should be adopted. 

2. The right of the chayroot renters to enter any inclosed field which shall not have 
been ploughed and sown before 15th December, should in my opinion be recognised for 
one month certain, and for any further length of time that the holder of the land may leave 
the same unploughed and sown. 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
. Tinnevelly, Tencausey, Collector. 

17 June 1853. 

To B. Cunliffe, Esq., Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir. 
WITH reference to the last para. of Extract from Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 

dated 9th June 1853, I beg permission to await the Board's reply to my letter of yesterday. 
before putting up the chayroot rent again to auction. 

Tinnevelly, Tencausey, 
18 June 1853. _ 

• 2g6-Sess. 2. 

(signed) 

* From Collector, 19th !larch 1853, para. 7 . 

Y Y3 

J. C. Bird, 
Collector. 

II. ' 
Madras. 

No. 45. 

In Cons. 6th June 
1853· 
In Coni. luh July 
1853. 
In Cons. 25th April 
18S3· 
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(No. 863.) . 
AGREEABLY-to the recommendation of the- 13oarl1 of Revenue, the lU"'ht Honourable 

the Governor in Council sanctions the first of the rules for the plOtection "of the revenue 
derived from the chayroot farm in Tinnevelly, suggested by the collector in para. 1 of his 
letter to the Board, dated 19th March lastA He has some doubt as to the expediency of 
the second rule, which he apprehends might operate to check cultivation, and would 5ug"'est 
for the consideration of the Board whether cowles might not be given with this, pro~ao; 
that if the land were left untilled and ehayroot taken, an additioIial assessment would b~ 
charged. 

Fort St. George, 
26 July 1853. 

(signedl T. Pycrojt, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Cons. of 14 October 1853. 

Received' the: following letter,: 

(No. 427.) 

From B: Cunliffe, Esq" Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to 
Sir H. C. Mont!lomery, Bart." Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 
Para. 1~, I AM directed by the Board of R'evenue, with reference to Extract Minutes 

Cbns~tation, dated 26 July 1853, to· submit the accompanying letter from the Collector 
ot Tlnnevelly, on the subj~ct of the chayroot farm.-

2. While sanctioning one o£ the rulea proposed by the' collector and recommended by' 
the Board, Government observed ill> regard to the other. which had for its object the 
refusal of cowles £0].1 bringing waste lands productive of chayroot into cultivation, that 
they apprehended it might operate to check cultivation, and suggested for the consideration. 
of the Board" whether cowles might not be given, with the proviso, that if' the land were 
left untilled' and chayroot taken, an additional assessment would be charged." The question 
being referred' for the opinion of the collector, that officer states that it would be extremely 
difficUlt to fix an extra assessment· on any spot of land in proportion to the value of the 
chayroot taken, and therefore considers that it 'would be better to omit the rule altogether, 
and trust to that already sanctioned for the protection of the interests of the chayroot 
farmers. He also states that the rule objected to does not, on further consideration, appear 
to him to be very necessary. Under these circumstances, the Board' think that the 
existing arrangements need not be disturbed. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, 
22d September 1853. 

(signed) B. Cunliffe J 

Acting Secretary. 

To B. Cunliffe, Esq., Sub-Secretary to, the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
IN reply to Extract from Proceedings of the Board.of Revenue, dated 1st instant, on the 

subject of" the observations of Government; regarding my proposed rule not to give cowles 
in. future for bringing waste lands producing cha.yroot into cultivation, I have the honour 
to state, that, on further consideration, lam of opinion tha.t the rule which haa alreadY' 
been,sanctioned by GOlTernment, that the chayrootrenters shall be free to dig for the root. 
during one month certain at least, in all lands not plou~hed and sown by the 15th December 
in each fusly, renders the. one now under consideratIOn not very necessary. .An? as it 
would be extremely difficult to fix an extra assessment on any spot of land proportlOnable 
to the value of' the chayroot that may be in it, I am inclined to the opinion that.it,will be 
better to omit the 2d rule. and trust only to the 1st for the protection of the interests of' 
the chayr<?ot farmers. _ 

Tinnevelly, Tencausey, 
26 August 1853. 

(No:U38.) 

(signed) C. J.·Bird, 
Collector. 

UNDER the circumstances represented. by the- Collector of Tinnevelly; the Right .H?D
Durable the Governor in Council a!!Tees. with the Board. of Revenue that the exumng! 
arrangements respecting the chayroot [arm should not be disturbed. 

, (signed) T. Pycrqft. , 
Fort St George, Secretary to Government. 

12. October 1853. 

* Dated 26th August, in Cons. 22d September 1853. 
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Madras. 

Revenue Department, No.6 of 1847. 

(No.4.) 
To the Honourable the Court'of Directors of the EaEt India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
WE ,have the honour to forward copy of a letter from 'pr. Wight, Super- Diary to Cons. 

in,tendent of cotton farms at Coimbatore, giving cover to one from Mr. Petrie, 9th February 1847. 
the engineer, suggesting [he propriety of replacing the present driving strap of 
the gin-house machinery by a shaft and bevel wheels, and to request that your 
Honourable Court will be pleased to order either the proposed shaft and bevel 
wheel<; to be made. or a new leather strap, as may be determined by persons 
able' to j~dge of the ~pe~iency of Mr. PetI?-e's suggestion, as we hav.e ~o 
sufficient means of formmg Judgment on the pomt, and ample means are wlthm 
the reach of your Honourable Court. 

Fort St. George, 
5 February 1847. 

We have, &C. 
(signed) Tweeddale. 

By. Chamier. 
If/a Dickinson. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to ~ir H. C. 
Montgomery, Bart., Officiating Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I RAVE the honour h~rewith to transmit copy of a letter and a plan from Mr. Petrie, 

suggesting the propriety of replacing the present driving strap of our gin-house machinery 
by a. shaft and bevel wheels. The alteration will certainly effect a great .improvement by 
giving greater uniformity to the motion of our saws, and the certainty of being able to 
depend on obtaining any required speed, unaffected as it now is, by the slipping of the 
strap on the smaller pulley. Further, it may be stated that, in addition to that gain we shall 
effect a great savin'" in cost, the price of' so large and heavy a strap being great in pro
portion to their durability; whereas the wheel-work once completed, requires DO further 
alteration. 

2. Should this suggestion be approved of, it seems desirable that no time should be lost 
in carrying it into effect before Mr. Petrie leave the establishment, as he being eo thoroughly 
acquainted with the present machinery, is probably better qualified to adjust the new parts 
than any new man we may chance to get in his place. 

3. In sending home the plan, it is desirable that the onginal, not a copy, be sent, as it is 
drawn to a scale, the minute accuracy of which a copyist might not see the necessity for 
correctly preserving in every part. 

Coimbatore, 15 January 1846. 
(signed) Robt. Wrght, 

Surgeon Superintendent Cotton Farms, 

From Mr. James Petrie, Engineer, Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Dr. Wight, 
Superin~ndent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
I "BEG leave to bring to your notice that the large leather strap for conveyui.g the motion 

from the movin'" power to the horizontal shaft from which the !!ins are driven havin'" been 
in constant work for about 2 i years, is now so much worn, that it is time steps were"'being 
taken for procuring another to replace it. 

2 .. In p~ace of repla~ing it by: a~other strap, h~wever, I beg leave to suggest for your 
cOIlSld~ratlOn the proprIety of bnn~wg to the notice of the Most Noble the Governor in 
Council the advantag!ls of substituting for the strap a shaft and bevel wheels. To u.plain this 
more clearly, I have made a drawing representin'" the present mode of drivin"', and the 
suggested alteration which I beg leave to enclose. 0 '" 

3. My reasons for proposing the alterations are, 1st, the strap is not of sufficient power 
to drive all our gins without 'a considerable sacrifice of speed, by reason of its slipping on 
t~e small pulley or the horizontal sh:d't i 2d, a strap requiring to be kept at such a great tensi()n 
will not last above three years, while a shaft and bevel wheels, when properly adjusted may 
stand for 30 or 40 years without any further alteration. ' 

2g6-Sess. 2. Y Y 4 4. Should 
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4. Should the Most Noble the Governor in Council deem the alte.-.tion I proposed 
advisable, I would suggest that the accompanying drawing be sent home by the Drst mail. 
with instructions to Mr. Laird, \\ ho supplied the machine, to Bend out the necessary wheels 
and shafts' at the earliest possible period, BO t.hat the alteration may be made before I leave 
the country. " 

Coimbatore, 14 JaD1~ary 184~. 
(signed) Jame. Petrie, 

Engineer. 

,Revenue Department. No. '159. 

EXTRACT from the Minute,s of Consultation, dated 5 February 1847. 

Read the following letter from Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent of Cotton Farms, 
Coimbatore j" forwards copy-of a letter and plan from Mr. Petrie. and recommend. 
his suggestion to replace the leather strap of the gin-house by a shaft and bevel 
whee18. 

[Here enter 15 January 1847, No. 97.] 

URDERED, that the foregoing letter be forwarded without delay to the Honourable Court. 
who are requested to order either the shaft and bevel wheels as proposed by Mr. Petrie, or 
a new leather strap. as may be determined by persons able to Judge of the expediency of 
Mr. Petrie's suggestion, as the Government has no sufficient means of (ormin.,. a judgment 
on the point, and ample means are within the reach of the Honourable Court. to 

(signed) J. F. ThomfU. 
Chief Secretary. ' 

'Revenue Department, 2d June (No.9)' 1847. 

OUlJ Governor in Council, at Fort St. George. 

WE have given the necessary directions for causing you to be supp,lied with 
a shaft and bevel wheels for the gin-house machinery at Coimbatore, on the 
plan suggested by Mr. Petrie. 

London, 
2 June 1847. 

We are, &c. 
(signed) H. St. G. 7'uclter, 

J. L. Lushr.ngton, 
&c. &c. &c. 

EXTRACT Revenue Letter from Fort St. Gegrge, dated 7 March (No. 17) 1847. 

Para. 3. FROM the papers noted, in the margin,:II= your Honourable Court will 
obst'rve that Dr. Wight has engaged a Mr. Cuxton as his second assistant, on 
a salary of 100 rupees per mensem, which we approved and sanctioned; and 
that, on the strong recommendation of that officer, we have also sanctioned the 
purchase of a 28-saw-gin completed by Mr. Petrie for the sum of 360 rupees. 
We further sanctioned a disbursement of 654 rupees for flooring the gin-house 
at Coimbatore with granite. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to 
E. P. Thompson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir " • 
I HA;E the honour herewith to transmit copy of a letter from Mr. Petrie, offering for our 

acceptance a saw-gin which he has just completed entirely a"G his 0'Yn cost. This offer is 
made at'my request, the gin being apparently one of the best I have seen. The construe
ion of the saws is somewhat different from any yet tried, but evidently an improvement on 

that of the orio-inal American made saws for our native cotton, and moreover it is full 40 
per cent. cheaJ>~r than we could have got the same from England. 'The pressing want '!t 

. agm 

* Diary to Cons. 1st September 1846, Nos. 8, 9. Diary to Cons. 17th Novpmber 1846, Nos. 30, 31. 
43,44. Diary to Cons. 22d December IS46, Nos" 15, 16. Diary to Cons. 5th January 1847, Nos.OO.il. 
Diary to Cons. 2d February 1847, Nos. 41, 42. Diary to Cons. 9th February 1847, No. 41. " 
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fa gq. -of ita size'was my reason wr requestin~ him to let us have it. Cor the gin-house.· I 
. therefore trust the 1\Iost Noble the Governor m Council will sanction the purchase • 
• I , The suggestion contained in the 4th para.. Dr lIr. Petrie'. letter ia dednced from a. careful 
~culation of the comparative cost Df.ginning cotton by manuaJ. a.nd cattle labonr. This 
much experience of both has enabled us to ascertain, is 21i per cent. cheaper by the 
forme~.,. Such bein~ the case, and having more work on hand than we can execute 
w,ithin a reasonable tune by the cattle gins, it is my intention to act On the suggestion; the 
more so as small gins worked by hand come better within native means, and are more in 
accordance with their ideas. 

(signed) . RoM. Wigltt, Sur"eon, 
Coimbatore, Superintendent CottZn :I<'arms. 

28 October 1846. 

'.' I 

From James retries Engineer. to Dr. Wz'9ht. Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
I BEG leave to bring to your noti(le that our only 25 saw-gin has been in constant work 

for nearly fonr years, and i~ much out of repair. 

, 2. lHaving no ,public one to replace it, 'I beg leave to state. that I have a 28 saw-gin 
'just finished, which will fill its place, fitted up with the greatest care. This gin I am 
'willin'" to make over to the Hononrable Company. The saws were ordered by me from 
Engla~d exprestlly fl)r oopum; and I expect, from the pitch and strength of the teeth, it 
will proye the best we have yH tried on that description of cotton. I ordered them after 
we llad tried a set prepared according to the direction of ]\fr. Simpson, for the same 
purpose, about two years ago, but which on trial were found to be too long and slender in 
their form, and defective in pitch. 

3. TIle price of the gin is'3GO rupees. lJr. Laird's price for a 25 saw-gin, delivered 
at Liverpool, is 501., and GO 1. delivered in Madras. (See extract from his letter to me 
in the margin.·) ~ , 

4. Should the Goyernm~nt decide on purchasipg this gin~ I propose to set it to work 
in the gin-house immediately, and to have the other small one repaired and set to work by 
hand lab~ur in one of th~ verandah rooms. The small gin by Jacob ~dler, the pnrchase 
of which was sanctioned by Government some time ago, might also be worked along with 
it hy hand. 

5. 'Ve would, with these additions, have a better command of means for ginning, and 
would get ~hrough our own crops o( American' cotton in good time to commence 'On the 
native cotton the next season, or we might even have the hand gins employed on native 
(lotton, while the large ones were at work on the American. 

Coimbatore, 
October 1846. 

(No. 1175.) 

(signed) James Petrie, 
Engineer. 

UNDER the stronl? recommendation of Dr. Wight. conveyed in the foregoing letter, the 
Governor in Council sanctions the pnrchase of the 28 saw-gin, made by Mr. Petrie, for 

. the sum of rupees (360) tInee hundred and sixty, 

Fort St. George, • 
14 Noyember 1846. 

(signed) H. C. lr[ontgomery, 
Officiating Secy. to Govt. 

From Surgeon R. lVigTtt, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, toE. P. Thompson, Esq.,. 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
. I HAVE ilie honour to acknowledge the receipt of lIinutes of Consultation (No. 943), 

under date 16th September 1846, approving of the suggestion I ventnred to offer in my 
letter of the 28th July current, and directing the purchase and thrashing of some chnrka-
cleaned cotton. ' 

2. In Coimbatore, as in Tinnevelly, cotton has now become scarce, and what is 'procurable 
is 

j. E,traet from a letteI' from l\Ir~Laird. otLiverpool, to Mr:Petrie, dated November 30tb, 1844: "I 
would undertake to deliver a 25 saw-gin, made by G. F. & Co., with all the improvements mentioned 
by you, in Liverpool for 00 l., or in Madras for 60 I." 

296-8(,55. 2. Z z 
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'is hlgh 'priced, though of inferior quality. Under such circumstances, the prefera.Lle course 
seems to '6e to delay purchasinO' until the new crop comes in, ,vben we sflOulJ be able to 
procure two batches of cotton 01 nearly uniform quality, but differently prepared, to be llent 
home by the same ship. and exposed for sale side boy side, In tbu. way. I apprehend the 
relative advantages of the two processes will be subjected to the most rigid test that call be 
applied. Mr. Finnie might be directed to adopt a similar course at the snme time, by which 
the respective qualities and. values of Tinnevelly and Coimhatore cottons would be 
ascertaiued. 

3. Advertin~ to paragraph 3d of the )Iinute under consideration, it may be mentioned 
that the only thrasher now available for carrying out the I)roposed experiment is the one 
we have here, and that if the suggestion offered ahoye is approved of two will be required. 
M~ Petrie attempted, and to a certain extent succeeded, in making up one for Mr. 0\\ cn 
of Cochin, considerably cheaper than the original, but, owing to the coarseness and baJ 
quality of the Porto-Novo castings, of so very inferior power, that I cannot, untler exi,;tinrr 
circumstances, recommend his being instructed to fit up a second, the more so, as I think 
the time required for its completion might be more profitably employed in buildin ... spare 
gins, which are much wanted, and owin ... to the difficulty of getting good carpenters tor tbe 
work, this is always a slow process. for these reasons, I think it will be the preferable 
course to purchase the one offered, both for the sake of present use, and o.s furnisllin ... a 
good model by which to make up others when required. 0 

4. So soon as our spare gins are completed, I have it in contemplation to direct Mr. 
Petrie to make up a. second thrasher for our establi"hment, constructing the platc~ of 
malleable, in place of cast iron, which we find too fragile, several of those of our l'fC:lCnt 
one haling already, from that cause, sustained partial injury; such a machine mrulo up in 
our stores will not exceed the cost of an American one, and will, 1 expect, prove more durable. 

5. W'ith reference to the purchase of the gin, I beg leave to refer to my letter of the 9th 
April 1846, recommending the purchase of one of Idler's gins at Bombay to be used o.s a 
model for making up others in our stores. This was sanctioned in Minutes of Con"ultation 
(No. 445,) under date 18th April 1846, copy <if which was immediately sent to the Bombay 
Government, but has not been acknowledged, whence I apprehend none are now to be had 
there: but as the delay in replying to my letter may haye been owing to the intercourse 
by sea being at the time closed, I shall again write. In the event of there not being any 
procurable there, I would then recommend l\Ir. Finnie's being taken. 

6. As the price of neither of these machines is given in :'IIr. Finnie's letter, I aIn unable 
to offer any opinion on that point, but may observe, that I do not think a higher IlCice 
~hould be paid for the thrasher than was given for the one we have, namely, 800 rupees. 

(signed) Roht. Wrigltt, Surgeon, 
Coimbatore, SU1>t. Cotton Farms. 

29 September 1846. 

(No.9.) 

To E. P. Tiwmpson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort S1. George. 

THE Governor in Council approves' and sanctions the suggestions communicated in the 
above letter, and requests Dr. Wight will arrange for the purchase on account of Govern
ment of the machinery offered by Mr. Finnie. 

(signed) lL C. J[ont9om~ry, 
Fort S1. George, 

2 January 1841. 
Oflicg. Secy. to GOTt. 

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit 1\Ir. Finnie's diary, whleh he sent to me for 
perusal, that I might see the suggestion made regarding the machinery and gin-house; and 
:requesting that I would be pleased to comment upon it as I might think fit. and forward it 
to Government, that nri time might be lost in referring to me after the subject ba.d come 
.before the Most Noble the Governor in Council. 

With this request I am anxious to comply, but feel the difficulty,oi not knowing the 
points on which the information I may he able to supply is most required. I may, bowever, 
.avail myself of .the 'oppOltunity thus afforded of correctin ... an error in regard to the price 
()f the machinery. '" 

Mr. 'Whitehouse, of Jaffna, to whom it belongs, writes to 1\1r. Petrie, If J would let my 
machinery go for the cost and charges. • • • The freight and charges from Liverpool 
amounted to 30 l. 19 s. 4 d. This must be added to the 1551. mentioned by 1\11. }'innie. 
These charges are for the drivin~ machinery alone, without the gins marked in the plan. 

On the desirableness of estabhshin ...... in-machmery in a situation so favourably situated 
for testing the comparative value of the'" two methods of cleaning there can scarcely be two 
opinions; but as regards the comparative economy of gins worked by cattle power or 

manual 
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manual labour our experience in Coimbatore shows that considerable difference may exist. 
Our gins were worked for three seasons by hand labour, the coolies contracting to gin so 
many maunds or seed cotton for a certain sum. At the rates agreed upon we have since 
ascertained that we actually ginned cheaper than we do now with cattle power, and had no 
establishment of cattle to keep up when we had no work on hand. The case, however, 
scems dilferent in TinneveJly, where it would appear that for such work coolies are not to 
be had on any terlD.8; and as I think he is acquainted with the;fact I have just stated, pre
sume he would not have applied for the machinery had he not considered it absolutely 
necessary towards carrying out the objects of the experiment. 

Should the Most Noble the Governor in Council coincide in this view, I feel assured the 
machinery will give satisfaction, as it comes from excellent makers, George Forester & Co., 
and has the advantage of only requiring a small outlay for its erection. 

(signed) Robert Wight, 
Madrall, Supt. Cotton Farms. 

11 November 1846. 

To E. P. Tltompson, Esq., 8eCJ:etary to Government, Fort 8t. George. 

Sir, • 
WITH reference to the suO'gestion contained in my notes of proceedings in the cotton 

experiment, herewith, forwarded, see paras. 8 and 9, I have the honour further to remark, 
that I think the machinery alluded to is indispensable to the efficient and satisfactory trial 
of the experiment in which I am engaged, and the opportunity of getting it on the spot at 
what it cost in England is a great-advantage, as it saves time and expense. If the purchase 
is now sanctioned, we may have it ready for active operations before the cotton season 
co~es on, and if anything can ever be done at all with gins, it is in the way proposed, and 
at a place like this, where many people are employed in separating the seed from the cotton. 

The machinery can move either thrasher or gins, or both when necessary. 

Camp, 8evacausey, 
21 October 1846. 

DIARY. 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

Pam. 1. IN conformity to the intrntion expressed In my report of 20th June 1846, I set 
out about the 1st of July on a kind of explol'mg and itmel'ant cotton plantmg expeditJon~ 
along tl.le foot of the hIlls; but to my great surprise and d1sappomtment, illstead of finding 
the tel tile valleys wateled, as 1 expected, by the !'outh-west monsoon, as soon as I left the 
vicimty of COlll'tallum there was not a spot blessed with rain; all was arid and sterile, until 
I advanced bl"yond Pylney, in the Marlura district, when I soon arrived 011 the borders of 
that part 01" the Coimbatore district which IS fellihsed Lv the rain from the south-west mon
soon, which I ushes through the Paulghatcherry pass. There is a large area of country that 
enjoys Ille benefit of the rain at tins season. It was most refreshmg to get -w.lthin the 
influence of ~uch a climate so immediately after. the sultry heat of the Madura dlstril·t, and 
then to witness the fertihty of the land, itself naturally very poor, but with the aid, directly 
from the clouds, of that element which nature intended as the greatest bles,Smg to man, it 
becomes abundantly productive, and rendel'll the scene delightful to the planter. 1 saw the 
cotton which Dl·. Wight had planted ill the part ot the country above describt-d ; it was then 
just appearmg above ground, and looked well, and J thmk that if the people themselves 
would engage in the business, they mi~ht make the prod uetion of American cotton profitable 
there. I was glad to find that Dr. Wight agreed With me as to the imporance of inducing 
'he people to engage in the matter. and he ho~pes ~radllally to do so. I am persuaded, how
ever, that the American cotton Will not grow protitably \Q any patt of thiS country which 
has not ill some degree the benefit of both monsoons. 

Para. 2. After a few days spent at Coimbatore and viCinity. I hastened home, and, as per 
arrangemt'nt with Dr. Wight, made diligent mquiries for seed cotton; at that time even there 
was but httle in the country; indeed :it does not lemain in the seed long after it is gathered .. 
but the seed and fibre is separated immediately, and in order to !!ec·ure it, the amingements 
must be made long before, to have it -delivered as soon as /1:athered. I could then make no 
positive arrangemelltll, as the Government sanction was reqUired. The Minutes of Con
sultation, communicating the sanctIOn, came on the 6th September. I hastened immediately 
into the centre of the cotton district, and dispatched people to find the cotton, if possible;. 
hone, however, but the poorest sort was procurable, and I was compelled to give lip the , 
hope of tlldmg this year in complymg with the Honourable COUlt'S orders. ,It is to be 
regretted l was not sooner informed of the exibtence of such order, that I miQ.ht at least have
purchased the cotton, and had it stored up, until the gins could be prepared: 

, Pllora. a.-18th Sept. I have ereded a gin for the zemindar of Yeliarasanainthat, a house
hUtDg been plepared for it. The gin did not work satisfactorily; the saws did not project. 
. 2!}6--8ess. 2. Z Z 2 far 
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fal! enough through the grates to tum the roll when the cotton was pal1ially taken from the 
seed. The machines we have l1ere have lost their identity as AmerIcan gins. This one did but 
httle work, and ran so heavy, that the people refust>d to'turn the wheel after the second day, 
the work being too heavy for them. They are free, and have a rIght to work or not, ao; they 
choose; but really I thmk, in SUCll cases, a little coercion would be beneficial to all eon
-cerned; for as &>oon as their muscles, which desuetude has made eftcminate, are II little 
dIstended, they could well perform the laboul' reqUired. The case was the same at Oltya
poorum; the gin wod,ed well lor a time, with Ilew people every day; but nonl' would 
continue at it long enough to get accustomed to the wOlk, and the I;In soon stopped. The 
work mig-ht be done cheaper by cattle, if we had the necessary machinery. 

Para. 4.-25th. I received the Min';ltes of Consultation. undel' the date lijt~ September, 
authol"lsmg the purchase of a qu,mtity of churka-cleaned, cotton, to be subjected to the 
thr~bher, in OI'der to separate the dil't\ f!'Om the article. I was afraid that the be-;t cotton 
was all disposed of, ant: that none of the first quality then Jemained in the distl'ict; I, how
ever, wl'ote to the prmclpal mel chants to !!~nd me sclmples of tbeir lot'!. The sample .. soon 
came, which were velY faIr. ~ has!ened to Sevacausey, the great cotton mart, but found, as 
I feared, that the lots were far mrenor to the samples; and bemg of optnion that, as a speci
men ofwbat might be expected from this country, we ought to send,the lirst quality or none 
at all, I was not disposed to purchdSe an infl!rlor and dIrty article-; besides, as soon as it was 
known that Government was in the market, tbe pi ice at onee to~e. I endeavoured to keep 
it a 'secret that the cotton was purchao;ed on Govemment account, but the people wel'e alredd., 
aware that the funds had been placed at my di.:;posal by the collector, lind they ImaO'med 
that some gl'eat fmancial revolution was about to take place. by which they would r~ap " 
large profit; they held up the price of the inferior article to what the :mpenor ou",ht to be 
purcha'led at, consequently I have abstained from purchasmg, but was and am re:'dy to do 
so whenever I think It m~ht. for I suppose that Government allows me discretionary 
powers in the business. To purchase the article offered at the plice asked would be folly, 
and l am not disposed to display such weakness in 1& busme .. s ttansacttoll. 

Para. 5,-Oct. 8th. I find that now that the people ale aware that I have the lJleans and 
disposition to purchase the article, they are dispo~ed to believe me sincere ill my exerlions 
for its improvement, and it glvec; me much more influence over those who produce it. 
Many have consented to plan~ and cultivate a little as 1 dil'ect; but If the people will work 
the crop more, even liS they plant it, and WIll gather it nicely, and prepare It ror mal ket pro
perly, the object aimed at \\ 111 be accomplished; but now there I eally is flO inducemen1 for the 
rYClt., to take liny troublt· With thell' produce; it pas~es Ihrough tuo many h'lllds for the 
proceeds of improvement to reach thell' palm ... 

Para. 6. As mentioned above, Se1acausey is the cel,ltre of an exten.,he cOUoll-growmg 
country, and there are many churka cotton-cleaning establishments I:ere. There are little 
villages scattered thickly around the malket town, and I thlllk It mo~t advlsablp. to form a per
manent est~blishment ,hele, as a nucleus for th .. operations which GovemlUent is so deSIrable 
to prosecute 10 a sllcce~sful issue. or at least to determm':l If succe~s is attain .• ble. 

Para. 7. The gins, tllough not so expensive as they appeared. in cnnspqueDce of an ('rror 
in my first estimates, are stul, as worked by hand. subject to the same objt-ctlon, and IUdeed, 
as mentIOned above, the people refuse to work cono;t,lIIt\y at them on any tl.'rms. It IS much 
more laboriOUS work than they are accustomed to, and they WIll not wOlk at them, I made 
them work when present myself, paymg them, of course; but to leave them to themselves, 
or with any supermtendence we can procure, they will not do one-thil d the work I estImated 
for each gill, and that fact makes my oliglnal e .. tlmates about correct. ' 

-Para. 8. [am opposed to building' fine or expensive houses; but [ Ihink a cheap houl'e, 
:with the moving power, such as dehcrlbed in the accompanyin~ sketch, would be of immense 
,advantage; we could rise the gin or thresher, 8S, circum .. tdnces reqUired, and then it would 
give the busmess a permanence, without whu .. 4 we can never do anything wllh these people. 
They know so lIttle of Eur 'peans, that Ihey are af,ald we wish 10 cheat tbem, even by 
.offerin!! them see~l; they cannot und,rstand how It is possible for us to take the trouble of 
trymg to benefit them withoul SI.me adv mtage, .lDd as lhele i" no overt c1dvantage professed, 
the conclude there is a IUl'klll?: sinlste ,motive in our act... It is essential that these imprc"," 
sions be removt'd, and we can only do so by long per<;everance, and by affording them 
demonstrative eVIdence that we WIll not only do them J lIstice, but give them an advantage, 
by encoul'agmg their mdustry. 

Para. 9, A set of maclllnery, such as here represented, is for sale at Jarna, in Ceylon. 
It has never been unpacked, and ""ill be so1<1 and delivered 0[1. board at the English invoice 
price, which IS £. (155) one hundred and fifty-five pounds. I would respectrully urge that 
thIS set of machinery be purcha<::ed, and a small gin-hou<;e erected in the neighbourhood of 
this place, As the "enoineer for the colton experiment" is at Coimbatore with SUItable people 
for the work. he could tdke charge of the WOl k, and erect the house and machinery. Though 
I makl" no pretensIons to mechaml s further than a 'general amateur knowledge, I can do all 
such work as this, I have spen so much money uselessly t'xpel\ded in the cotton experiment, 
often contrary to my adVIce, that I "houJd no~ recommend even this, but for the ohvbus 

• neces<:: ty of giving stability to the effilrts we ale making at a place like this; if it succeeds, 
the establishment mny I e let to the' people, upon the toll "ystem; if it does not succeed 
when economically cl)n-iucted, the matter will be for ever set al rest. 

, tara. 
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Para. 10. I may add that I think it would be well if indigenous superintendents could.be 
raised up to conduct the business hereafter, at a cheaper rate than Europeans can afford to 
mandge for; the great difficulty is in procuring men on WhOSE; judgment reliance may be 
placed in matters so new to them. During the time 1 remam in the country I shall be 
bappy to do all 1 can to instruct such persons as Government may be pleased to place under 
me, and It' I can leave the businE'ss io good hands I shall be glad. I sh:ill be extremely 
sorry to for~ake so interestlDg an enterprise before any conclusion can be arrived at regarding 
the practicability of preparing the cotton of this country to suit the European, market. 
Indeed, from the signs of the commercial times, unless something is done speed ily to 
improve the quality, 10 cleanliness at least, there will be no demand fur the article from any 
quarter. The people are so stupid that they will not see the necessity of keeping pace with 
the Improvements of other countries, and it rests with us to take the matter into our own 
hands, as far as preparing the raw material for market goes.. I have represented that the 
gins worked by men will nof pay; let us see if they will not when a simple moving power 
JS applied to them, worked by cattle. 

Para. 11. One man commenced planting cotton to-day, and wac; highly delighted to 
observe the simple mode of planting recommended, and though at first he did not think it 
would answer, he now sees the advantage of having the plants regular, instead of, as III their 
plan, scattered at mndolIl over the ground. There has bef'n very little rain. The usual 
show€'rI at this season have failed this year; a few light showers have lately fallen, but 
they al'e partial, and the humidity of the atmosphere is but little increased. 

Para. 12.-10th. T(J-day a man came, to my camp and desired to be allowed to plant a 
few chains of land, and desired I would permit my people to teach him how to sow the seed, 
to whirl! r of course readily assegted, and the land Will be ready on Monday, when the 
cotton wiII he pla'nted ill anticipation of lain to bring it up. 

Para.13 It appears to me that I am doing so little for Government or the people, that 
I am sometimes tempted to get land and hire the people to cultivate, merelv that I might 
appear to do a ~reat deal, which would only be in appearance, however, fOl' if I once com
menced it, it would be a preceder.t, and the people would expect me to continue it, which 
could only be done at an immense sacrifice to Government, and tu the great discourageme\lt 
of the peoplt·, fOl' they would look at the expense incurred 8,lld proceeds realised, and take 
{right, and ne\'el' adopt the cour~e themselves; although I appear now to be doing but little, 
I think I am laying a foundation upon which the people may build hereafter. The experi
ment will be tried qUietly IImong anti by the people themselves, at no cost to Government 
further than my superintendence. I hope the plan .. I have laid down ",ill meet the applobation 
of the Most Noble the Govemor in Council. If not, however, and greater speed with 'less 
progress is desil'ed, I call soon plant a few thousand acres, hut will not be responsible for 
the profit and loss. ' 

Para. 14. The IJeople here are very anxious to have good tobacco seed, and ba\ e asked me 
for some, and I have written to the secretary of the Agl'lcultural Society at Calcutta for a supply. 
I am son'y 1 did not know that they would be glad of' them sooner, but I had heard that 
tobacco seed, as well as other thing!,', had been given them to n() purpose. It is useless to 
distribute seed, unless you instruct m the mana!1;ement ofth<;m at the same time. I happl.'n 
to know somethin~ of the curing process practised in Ameri.ca, and lllay be of use to the 
people ht'le. If I can. I shall be happy to do so. Thele IS a large quantity of tobacco 
produced here, hut in consequence of'the same seed heing used fal' ages, and an error in the 
curing pl"oress, It is not partlcuJally good. It is ill the curmg that the flavour IS given to 
tobacco. 'fhe people cultivate It beautifully, but "pail It in curing. 

Para. 15.-12th. Some days ago I bad some sample<; of cotton, which were very good, 
from Soobalopool'um and the neighbourmg villages, and promised the people to go to their 

. villages to see It, and as enough rain bas not fallen to plant coUlln, I shall' go thiS evenin~. 
The mall who commenced planting to-day gave it up because it is too dry. The seed will 
live a long time in pt>rfectly dry ground, but In ground pa-tidIly moist they will sWt'lI and 
rot for the want of vital energy suffiCient to force the plant above ground. I set off this 
eveniug fur Soob"lapoorum, and rode 15 miles throu~h a fine country, but, till within a few 
miles of the place, the sub-soil, at a very tl1fling depth, is a compact calcareous mac;s, which 
I do not consider very favolllable for agritultul'e, but does very well for the people who 
depend UpOIl it. I soon entel'ed upon a tract of country With a much deeper soil. 1tly tent 
is pitched in a beautiful glOve of trees, on a ridge of real gl'avelly soil, surrounded on all sides 
by the black cotton soil; the cottOIl villa<Tes being ill the neighbourhood. The whole 
country is thickly studded with little vlllages~ which appear prosperous, and the inhabitants 
happy. ' 

Para. l6,-13th. Went to the villa~es to examine the cotton, of whIch such beautiful sam
ples wetI.' sent to me, and the result was a' rejectIOn of the whole lot, and a confilmatian of the 
opmioll I have 10nO' entertained, that no confidence is to be placed in the most solemn 
assurances of the p~ople of this country. The virtues which chdracteri<;e the noble mmd 
amon~ us nl'e totally wanting' in them; still I like the people j they are what ('ircum"tances 
which they could not control have made them, and 1 am convmced that a series of years 
of intercourse WIth those who (IeaIt plainly and honourably With them would conVlOce them 
of the value of veracity and honourable dealings. 
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.Para. 17.-Hth. The rupees and a paIr of scales arrived to-day. I think I shall 
have but little use for either, as I certainly shall not purchase such cotton as this at the 
price asked. On my own responsIbIlity I have wrItten to Dr. WIght for instructIons. In 
AmerIca 1 could purchase 1,000 bales of cotton in the day and have it all stored away: 
but here we have to go and pick up a few bundles 10 one place and a few in another, and 
then the people imagme that a " ~ahlb" coming 10 the district to purchase, he must do 
so at opce, as his expenses are greater than would justify his remainmg long j but as ( 
pursue my plantmg opelallom, they now begin to find I am in no hurry to pUlcllase. Rode 
to sOme village4 to examine more cotton, and the result was, as I feared, liS hitherto, the 
cotton was worthless. 

Para. 18.-15th. Returned to Sevacausey. Where my tent was there was much thunder 
anQ ,hghtning, but no I'ain; a ft'w miles off, howf.>ver, it raIned heavIly. Now at Sevacausey 
seJeral ryots consented to plant cotton. ·and I left the writer to teacb t~em; we Will have 
lIttle patches all over the country. The rains are most partial. I have often seen It rain 
at the distance of a mile off, and not a drop whel'e I was atthe lime. 

Para. 19 ...... 16tll and 17th. We have had beavy rain, which I was glad to see; though IU 
camp a rainy day, in the wilds of India, in tents, separated flom all social sympathy, is 
dleary 11\ the extreme, and must be unbearable to those who have' not the taste for intel. 
lectual enjoyments. 

18tlt. Sunday. Raining still; not heavIly • 
. 19th, Ground too wetto plant. 

Para. 20.-20th. The people recommence planting to-day, and some new r),ots came to 
say they would also plant a lIttle: no rain. • 

Para.21.-21st. StIll planting; some or those who promised yesterday to commence this 
mornIng have not done so, but say they could not get their ploughs ready, and that they 
must finish sowing their gram, &c. The cotton crop IS quite It secondary consideration with 
them; t}Je seed mIght have been sown 15 days ago, and that much time eained, which is a. 
great deal in this country when the rainy season is so short j we may hope to convince the 
people of that error, and induce them to plant early in the course ora few years. 

Para. 22, J ha.ve now some greater hopes of doing some good here than I have hItherto enter
.tainf'd, and after one yeal"s operations in purchasing the people's produce they will do almost 
anything I reqUlrll of them in ,he way of a change of mode Cli cultivation; I,theref.lre. hope 
'Govemment Will at once sanction the purchase of the moving power for the gins, and the 
el'~ctlOn ot the huuse necessary for the purpose of preparing the artldes for the Enqlish 
market, whether with the gin or thresher. 

Para. 23. I have received a copy of Dr. Wight's letter to Government suggesung the 
propriety of not purchasing cotton this season, which agrees with my own sentiments, and 
I'shall restore the funds to the Collector's cutcherry. 

, Para. 24. I.may temark ~ha' the l,ast I he,lrd of tlw cotton planted at CoultalJum, It wat 
domg well: had commence4 to open, but rain was much rtquiled to keep it growing; the 
people, I heal·, are pleased with the prospect ofits yieldmg a good Clol'-

Para. 2S. The cotton lately planted "here is com in!?; up' beautifully, and the people appear 
to like its appearance much. It certainly looks better III straight rows close together, than 
,ifbown s!!attered over the ground, as IS usual in this part ot' the country. 

Para. 26. The nature of the subject is such that I have to enter more into details than, I 
fear, is agre«:able to the Most Noble the Goveruor in CounCil, but I know not how to mak.e 
it mtelliglbl~ WIthout such details. 

(signed) 
I 

To J. Fmnie. 

No.5 . 
• 

I 

UNDER 'the recommendation of Dr. Wight, communicated in the foregoing letter. the 
Governol' in Council approves and sanctions the purchase on al!count Gf. Governm~ut?f t~e 
set of machinery I'epresented to be for sale at Jaffna in Ceylon, and desires Mr. hnme wIll 
submit a bill of the actual cost for the special sanction of Government. < 

(signed) H. C. Mtmtg01llery, 
Fort St. George. OfficiatlDg Secretary to Govern.mt;nt. 

2 January 1847. 
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No. 276. 

From R. D. Parker, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Governwent, Fort St. George. 

Sir, • 
1. I HAVE the honour to submit the accompanying cnpy of a correspG.ndence with 1\11 

FInnie,. American Cotton Planter, and to request sanction to dIsburse the amount neces
sary fOF the construction of the gin-house he proposes to build at Aroopoocott,ah; I request 
also instructions as to whether I am to conSider the erection of gin-houses as among those 
moderate items or expense lor whi~h I am a\lthorlsed to disburse money on lir. Finnie's 
req uisl tion. 

2. It would be satisfactory to me to be able to forwllld with this letter a proper estimate 
ofthe cost orthe proposed building, which I am inclmed to think will exceed Mr. FlOwe', 
calculation; but as the house would appear from ~lr. Finnie's letter til be so urgently 
required that the delay which will be occasioned bv waitmg for the preparation of an 
estimate may be of consequence to that gentleman's ·operations, I have ver.tured to make 
this application without it. I will, however, immediately apply to the civil engineer for an 
estimate, and forward it to Mr. Finnie for his guidance. 

TinDevell)·,9 December 1846. 
(signed) R. D. Parker, 

Actmg Collector, 

To R. D. Parker, Esq., Acting C(lllector, TlOneveJly. 

Sir, 
THE cOttoll season is approal-lllng, and as there is no dependence to be placed on the 

zemindars who have taken gin..;, and It is ebviously important that some conclusloll be arrived 
at rf'galding- the plactit'ableness of rendering the cotton of tlus country fit for the European 
Plarkl t; and as It is impos'lble to arrive at such concruslon 'without some economical and 
accurateTy conducted experilDi!nt!i. in the glOning proces<;. and as v.e at prese~t have no 
lOuitable house for such purposes. I propose to erect one; and as there is no time to be lost, 
I have the honour to request you will be good enough to ~rant me permission to draw from 
the Sattoor treasllry from time to time, as the bUlldlDg advances. such small sums as I may 
require for that purpose. 

The house, I thillk, will not exceed Ihe cost of rupees (1.000) one thousand; but, in.con. 
sequence of my present in('xpel ~nce in building in this part of the cuuntry, I cannot estimate 
it accurately; I have asked Captain Horsley to. aid me in that respect, and as soon as I can 
I Will send m an estimatE' for the work. 

The size of the house I propose is 68 x 2( feet, separated inlo three rooms, the two end 
rooms to be 20 x 20, and the middle one 30 x 20; perhaps I may be able to reduce it in 
length by 10 feet, but the first room must be large, as the glDS at each end creating a counter 
CUI reut of air would materially interfere With each other in a slDall room. 

The glOs do not work \lell when the m~ving power is un a level With them; I therefore 
propose to have a rough wooden fioor. The wheels which move the gins to be in the lower 
apartments of tile end rooms, and the gins in the upper; the lo\ter middle room to be a 
go-down for seed cotton, and the upper one a cc lint" or gin eottoJ) room. 

(signed) T. J. Finllie, 
Camp, Aroopoocottah, Cotton Planter. 

1 Dect'mber 1846. 

To T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter. 

Sir, 
IN l'epty to your letter of the 1st instant, requesting IDe to authorise you to draw trom the 

~a.ttoor treasury from time to time, to the extent required to bUild a gin-houie, the cost of 
which yon roughly estimate at 1,000 rupees, I have the honour to state tbat I C<lD~true 
'para. 2 of the Miul1tes of Con~ultation of Govt'rnment of the 24th of February la~t. strl~tly 
to forbid mv iDcurrlOO' such a considerable expense, or any expense, for a perIr.clOent bUild
ing Without 'previous ;anction, but that I shall be happy to forwllrd your prol.osal for sanction, 
.if you wish it. I would suggest in this case that you should state the place. a.t which YOI1 
would recommend th! cunstructiou of a gm-house, and your reasons for the 0pID1JD. 

III 

• From Mr. Finnie, dated 1St l)eceruber 1846. To Mr. Finnie, dated 3d Dc,=ember 18+6. From 
Mr. Finnie. dated 7th December 1846. 
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In mentioning Ihe size of the proposed house you ha ... e entered 681 X 24 feet. I should 
suppose that the" 681 "must be a mistake, probably a clerical error, a.i thl"; IcnlYth would be 
Immense, and it does not agree with your detail of roums. May I requ(,st. you to let me 
knpw what correction I should make in the figures 1 

, , (signed) R. D. Parker, 
Tinnevelly, 3 December t846. Acting Collector. 

To R. D. Parker, Esq" Acting CollectOl', Tinnevelly. 
~~ . 

J HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 945, under dare 3d 
inslant, referring to the 2d para. o~ th~ Minutes of Consultation, under date 24th February 
~846, wh'icb you "consider forbids you incurring any considerable expense, or any expenser 
for a permanent buiIaing, Wltl.out the previous sanctIOn of Government." 

2. It was the liberal construction I 'put on that para. which induced me to apply to you 
for funds without refel'ence to Government. Surely rupees (1,000) one thousand cannot 
be properly called a "large expense" undel' any circumstances, and "'hen' the results of an 
experiment to which some importance i:s attached is considned, I think it is a particularly 
trifling sum. and my COllrse has been such that I am sure Government cannot consider me 
extravagant or, disposed to expend money unnecessarily; Rnd it is only with a ho~e of soon 
decidmg the practicableness or impracticableness of rendering the cotton of thIS country 
more tit fol' the European market, that I make the proposJlion at all. It is obViously im
portant that some decision be arrived at upon the subject. For six years e"pclnsive 
operations have been conducted. and, strange as it may appear, nothing is known up to 
this ~ime as to the cost in reference to the enhanced value of the article. and my object 
in erecting the gm-house is to 81 rive at ~ome 'satisfacl6ry conclUSion for the information of 
Government and the public, as well as for my own satisfaction. If I find that any thin ... 
can be done, 1 shall be ,vtllin~ to prosecute Ihe business with all the zeal and energy 1 
po~sess; bu~ if I fi,lld ,that the thing IS impracticable. tben I shall let Government and the 
world know it, and myself cease to act in so unsatisfactory a business. 

3', A reference regarding' a gin-hohse alld movin~ machinery is now before Government. 
Whether the pur'ch.,se of the machinery is sanctIOned 01' not, the bouse must be, if it is 
intended io do anytbmg at all With the glOs; and the house I propose will be adapted for 
the application of machinery if it is subsequently required; and 1 am 80 well satIsfied that 
Govermnent will approve of the plan, that I shall contract for the brick, &ce. at my own 
risk, that the time which is now short to the com=:lencement of the g.ltheriog season may 
not pass unimproved. I shall be obliged to you, therefore, if you Will give me authority 
to draw rupees (200) twa hundred from Sattol)l'TahslIdar. . 

4, I think that Aroopoocottah is the best place I have seen for the site of the gin
l1ouse, as i,t is in (he centre of, the best cotton (hstrict, and IS a large mart for tbe article. 

5. I sball enter fully into the detaila of my plan of operations ill a letter direct to Govern
ment, 'a copy of which I 'shall send you, that you ,may be kept inlormed of my proceedings., 
In the meantime,_1 shall feel obliged if you will forward my application, and the grounds ott 
which it is made, to Government. ' 

6. Be so O'ood as to erase the unit from the lenO'th of the house, that it may be reduced 
to the mol': reasonable length of 68 feet, instead'" of "681," an error for which J cannot. 
account. as the letter book exhibits the correct dimension. 

Camp, VHdooputty, 
7 December 1846. 

(signed), To J. 'pinni~, 
Cotton Planter. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

(No. 29.) 

EXTRACT from tbe Minutes of Consultation, under date the 7th January 1847. 

Read, the following letter from the ActlDg Collector of Tinnevelly, submitting copy of IL' 

correspondence With Mr. Finnie, and requesting sanction for the dlsbur~f'Dlent of the 
amount necessary fur tile co~struction of a gin-house be proposes to build at Aroopoocottab.-

[Here enter 9th December 1846, No. 276.] 

1. THE Governor in Council resolves to transmit the foregoing correspondence to Dr~ 
Wight wlth,direct;ons, that if he should consider a gin-house at Aroopoocottah deslrc1ble, 
he will at once instruct Mr. Finnie to proceed in communication with Lhe acting collector 
of Tinnevelly and the civil engineer of the division, wlth,the construction of tile building, 

2. Considering the large quantity of' cotton ordered by the Honourable Conrt of 
Directorsrthe outlay of a thousand rupees for a gin-bous~ would seem neither una~visaLle

Dor 
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nor too large for the occasion, but it is nevertheless essential that in the construction of all 
permanent. buildings Oil account cf Government, the probable cost should, in the first 
mstance, be properly ascertained. The Governor in Council desires, therefore. that 
the acting collector Will require the Civil Engineer to furnish an estimate for the sanction of 
Go\'ernment. 

(signed) He C. Montgomery, 
Officiating Secretary to Government. 

REVENUE DEPARTMEWT. 

From Surgeon R. Tright, Superintendent Colton Farms, Coimbatore, to the S!!cretary tQ 
, Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
ADVnRTING to Minutes of Consultation, No. 1088, uUller date 2d Novembell 1846 .. 

para. 2d. referring some observations of Mr. Finnie Oil ginning cotton for such remarks as. 
I may desire to offer on the relative adyantage of employing the gill and thrawer in the 
cl~aning and preparation of na.tiv~ cotton. , 

2. I bave read the extracts frum Mr. Finnie':; letter with much care. bnt either do not quite 
clearly follow his reasoning, or at all events' I do pot feell'atisli.ed of its correctness. The 
relative advantage of employing the churka, or ,the gin and thrasber, in the c1f'aning of 
native cotton, i, a questi:m still 8ubjudice, and for tbe solution of wbich tbe Court's requi
sition for 6,000 bales of gin-rleaned cotton, and for 6IJO of churka-cleaned and thrashed 
cotton, to be sold in the English market, against so much native cleanp.d cotton, which has 
not undergone elther process, IS now in course of completion. Tbe relative cost ofthe two 
methods IS not now. I al~prehend, the point under discussion, but to ascertdin whether the 
quality or marketable value of the article iq or IS not enhanced by glO-cieaning. If the 
marketable value is enhanced by its being gin-cleaned, the (Iuestion of cost call then be 
taken into consIderation, but not until then. For example, if it tums Ollt that the market 
value of gin-cleaned cotton is 1 d. per pound bigher than If cbulka-cleaned, it fullows that 
the merchant can afford to ply four IUpee:; a candy blgher lor it, and still realise o~ and a 
quarter rupee higher profit than If churka-cleaned, whatever may be the cost of churka
cleaning. Should it tnrn out on the other hand that tbe gin deteriorates the quality by 
injuring the staple, or otherwise lowers its market value, then it equ.llly follows that no one 
would amp-loy the gin, though be could thereby clean bis cotton at half the price, knowmg 
well that even so small a <!ifference as haIfa farthing per pound amounts tu nearly R,. 2.10. 
per candy. 

3. When thIS question is answered by the nle of 5,000 or 6,000 bales of gin-cleaned 
Indian cotton, and the result compared with the average obtained from churk:i-cleane<l 
cotton of the same deSCription, we are ,then in a condition to enter upon the consideratIOn 
of Mr. Finnie's elaborate calculations, but not till then. On the average I believe the gin 
is the .cheaper marhine of the two. but the difference is inconsiderable, and unless com
pensated by th~ higher price wbieb ginned c~tton may realise in the market. the cost of 
macbiner,\' will nearly, if not fulll, absorb tbe saving, even assuming tbat in pldce of tbree 
months the gins are kept workmg tbe whole year, 10 which I caQ discover no possible 
objeetiun. Ours never stop so long as we have. cotton to gin. 

Coimbatore. 
7 December 1846. 

(signed) Robert WigM, Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Fanus. 

P.S.-I append copy of a letter uddl'essed to me by Mr. Petrie~ containing furlher 
remarks on the same minute. 

From Mr. James Petrie, Engineer, to Dr. R. WigAt, Superintendent Cotton Fanus, 
Coimbatore. 

8ir, 
IN obedience to the orders of Government, in Minutes of Council dated 2 November 

1846, I have the honour to state that I have carefully perused Mr. Finnie's letter to Govern
ment. dated 28 August 1846, and, as directed, beg to state my opinion generally on 
the rel.athe ad~antdge of employing tbe gin Ilr the thrasher in the cleaning and preparation 
of native cotton. 

2. M r, Finnie, in par.l. 3 of his letter, II is afraid that the introduction of the gin will be of 
small advantage to India compared to what it was in America; first. because the population 
is so gleat and labour so cheap in India, and. secondly, on account of tbe tilDe it would 
take to change the habits and modes ofthe pel)ple." < 

< • 

3. In parlls.4 and 5, he recommends the Government to continue the use of the machine, 
in the bope that the people Will gradually discover its ad vantages, and generally adopt it; 
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but, towards the end of pala. 5, he ex;n-esses his fears Ihat the people will not adopt the 
gin until they are all so well employed that they canno.t afford time to chnrka their ciltton. 

4. I am disposed to take a .. impJer view of the question than Mr. Finnie does and to 
consider that the mtroduclion of the gin into IndIa depends entIrely on the opi~ivll the 
manufacturer at home may form of ginned II East Indl" cotton." If they report favourablv 
and give a higher plice for the ginned article, the gill \\ill force its way Into the cIJuntry r~ 
the same way that OIachinelY tor shortellin;,!; the labour for doing the work. cheaper or for 
doinO" it better, lIas forced its way into all other countries, evea althouO"h It shouid be a. 
tempor·ary hardship to great n~asses"of the people. That, however. seems'" a. remote contiu
gency; our present knowledge IS too Imperfect t.1 ad~lt of a proper concluhion being dra\\ n in 
the matter". Between the market value of cotton as It comes from the churka and the same 
after~t has been Ilubject to the operation of thtc> thra~her, we have as yet no'data on which 
to form an.opmion, and cannot have until ~everal l,undred bales which has undergone that 
proce!S~ hl).ve been repQrt~d on .by the ~prnner, when the profit and loss of t1l1ashmg will be 
determmed. The loss m weight on a candy of modera1ely . clean churka cotton beill(J' 
passed through the thrasher is about 10 lbs., thereby increasrng the cost of the thrashed 
cotton about 11. annas per candy. 

6. Mr. Finnie's statement of the pI ices of the raw material in Tinnevelly iIJ considerably 
at variance with our experience here; ill para. 6 of his letter, he says, .. The people WIll 
not let us ha\e their cotton unless we pay a price for it that would enable thew to make 
just as much without the labour of separating t!Ie seed as they would reahse if they per
lormed the labour'. I shall uive the ftatement of the present pnces of cotton wllh (he seed 
in it, and of both articles aner the l~bour of separating the seed h~ been pt'rformed. H 

The quantIty of seed cotton requlI'ed to produce a candy of hnt or clean cotton is 82 
maunds; 82 maunds at 7 rOFeell 10 miiUnds is'R,. 57. 6.4." 

From this statement it will be seen that there is Rs.6. 2. added to the cost value of 
articles b! the labour that has been performed. 

6. In tl:.e calculation in plu·a. 6, as to the Dumber of gins. that would be required to clean 
the whole crop of TinneveUy cotton~ three months are stated as the gil1nillO" season. and 
four times the number of glOS are tberefore required to complete the work in that time that. 
would b,e lequired if the gms were at work at all seasons, as ours are. 

Coimbatore, 7 December 1846. 

(No. 38.) 

(signed) J. Petrie, 
Engineer. 

1'UB Governor in CounCil sees nothing ill thE! ;bove communication materiallyaffecling 
Mr. Finnie's, views, though he concurs ~rtb Dr. W~ht. that DO definite conclusion can be 
arrived at until the result of the sales )11 the EnglIsh mark.et of cotton cleaned by the two 
modes adverted to is known. 

Fort St. George, 
8 January 1847. 

(signed) 11. C. Montgomery, 
OffiClating Seeretary to Government. 

To Sir HenrJl C. Montgomery, Bart, Officiating Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
1. WITH reference to the remarks in the 8th aDd 9th paras. of my diary, and the ~etter 

accompanying it, under date. ~l October, I ,beg to remark, that whet~er the .machmery 
therein alluded to is purchased by Government or not,. we shall req»;lre a gm-house 111 

which to work the machines, in order to enable us to amve at some deCISive data upon the 
subJect of ginning cotton with the hand instrument. 

2. The zeminoars who took gins dD not attend to the business stric~ly. but commit the 
work to some of their numerous dependents, who, ever ready to av~il thems~hes of any 
opportunity afforded fOI' peculation, take good care to benefit by the mtr~uchon of ally
thlOg new, the cost Of. working which il'l n?t uoiv~rsally known, by chargm:! the. amount 
appropriated to theIr pnvate Il:i!e to the machme, which render~ the work. so expeDsn'e a& to 
absOl b a the profits, however great, which might accrue from it If proper!y managed. ~ere. 
an-, I find" cotton brokers- ill all the large towns in the best cotton dlstncts, whose bustnl'.8s. 
is to pnrchase seed cotton, an.d, after separating the seed from the fibre,. sell both !le~arate. 
These men, of COUI se, look aftel' theIr own affairs, as their profits are denved from theIr own 

labour 

R&. (,I. p • 
.. One candy oflint...ilr clean cotton costs - 43 8 

~lJ.ty maunds of seed, the quantity obtained fro?, 8~ ma~ddB of seed cotton, is - _2_C ___ _ 

lU.63 8 
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labour or mercantile tranEactions. It must, consequently, be our object to induce the cla.c;s 
of people whose business it is to adopt this mode of separatin~ the seed from the fibre; but 
we must first prove it practicable by some ecouomically conducted experiments, which wIll 
convince them that an advantage IS to be derived by the adoption of the machinery. 

3. I therefore propose to erect a cheap gm-house, which is to be about 78 feet long by 
24 broad, including walls, forming three roo illS, one at each end, 20 X 20 for the gins, and 
one III th~ centre, 30 x 20, for the " hnt," or ginned cotton room. Four gms and two 
threshers can be worked in It, two gins and a thresher at each end. As the gins do not 
work well when on a level with the movm~ power, a l'Ough wooden floor will be necessary. 
The two lower end rooms to contain the wheels and people who turn them; the gins to be 
in the upper end rooms, dlschsrgmg the cotton into the uppel" centre room, while the lower 
centre room is to be a godowll for seed cutton, all under one roof. The cost of this house 
I roughly estimate at (1,000) one thousand rupees. It Will be suited for the application of 
machinery worked by cattle, if Lhis be subsequently found preferable to hand Jabour. 

4. I Ihink til" much impurtance cannot be attached to the efficiency of the gin. To 
make a trial in the presEnce of tht-se sharp-sighted people, when annas and pies are 
considered, With an inefficient instrument, will at once create an unfavourable impret'sion, 
which the most.dlstinguished subsequent $Uccess cannot remove, or after exertIOns eradicate 
fmm their minds. I have already represented that the gins which I have here as so heavy 
in gear as to require so many people that the expense is greater than the work dOlle by 
them will justify; this defect ought to be remedied, and I am sure Mr. Petrie, wilh the 
experiencE' now acquired, \'till improve them much. I am in favour of the band-gin system, 
if the ma.t'hines are made suitable for the application of animal labour as the moving pow~r. 
J think tbat O'ins of 10 Gr 12 saws, ",hich the people could work easily, and JO theIr own 
houses, would be much better suited to thIS country than large ones, requirin~ expensive 
houses and numerous labourers; but "hether gins of any kind will prove an advantage 01' 

not is yet to be ascertained; and it is with that view ~ propose the erection of a house 
which "ill be a nucleus around which to extend the operations which experience may 
suggest for the accom,plishment of the object in view.· The honse, with Ih!:! gms, we must 
induce some nativp, or other large cotton dealero, to lake at a lair rent, for the purpose of 
separating the seed from their cotton, or on hire for ot~ers, Government orders of course 
being fulfilled punctually. I shall keel' charge of the house, so far as to see that the 
machlilery is kept in order. This I think is the best way to test the practical use of the 
mach nery. If' the people engaged III the business can make a profit by it they will 
doubtlc-ss adopt them extensively; if they eannot make it profitable, It is cleat' we 
cannot. 

s. Government has conduct.ed opelatlons for SIX years for the Improvement of the cotton 
of thiS country, and for the pnrpo~e of ascertammg how fal' it may be rendered more 
SUitable for the Blitish market by gleater care in regard to cleanlmess, whether frol!l more 
care in the gathering process, or after application of machinery, to separate the extraneou~ 
substances from the article. But as far as I am aware, no results up til this time have been 
arrived at, no data to enable us to decide as to the relative advantage tu be derived from 
continuing the operationE'. Shipments have been made (Iequently, which I have casually 
heard have sold well; but no statement has ever been drawn up for the information of those 
most interested, and most likely to prosecute a profitable trade, the merchants. This has 
arisen maillly from the t'ircumstance of accident or caprice having induced frequent changes 
in the management of the bUl>iness, so that no one individual has ever commenced and 
concluded an experimeut satlslactoflly, flOm the fact that everythmg had to pass througk 
many hands and offices, all addmg to the expense; and it being a' Government concern no 
palOs are taken to lessen the charges, which, togeth~r with an account of sales, are never 
C<'Dlmunicated to the department or indiVidual who made the investments; the c9n
sequence is, \\e are as ignorant now of what may be done as we were before the experimen~ 
was commenced. The course now pursued by Dr. Wight will give some decisive data for 
the Coimbatcre disbict; I propose the Fame for Tmnevelly. The deldY on the part 
of Government in Issumg orders regarding "hat is to be done IS a great hindrance. 
I earnestly hope Government will be pleased to inf01m me what I am to do, that I may be 
ready to act at the most propitious moment during the approaching cotton season. To 
a business man nothing IS su unsatisfactory as not to see tIle beneficial res-ults of his 
labour. If cotton is to be purchased let me know it in time, and it shall be done to the 
best advantage, 

6. I thank Government mo~t sincerely for the sanction of the agency I propose. The 
merchants of Madras and Ceylon have thetr own agents hele, and I must look to other 
cottun-t:'adlllg porls for the mdispensable co-operatioll which I anticipated from those 
connected with the trade. -fhe season is so near at hand that I fear I may not be able to 
e!'tabhsh a business COnUe1.10n which will enable me 10 accomplilih much by the agency 
this year; but if Government is. disposed to comply with the following proposition I shall 
pro:;ecute the tlade with alacrity, and endeavour to prove that it may be done with 

advantage 

• I shall not venture to express an opinion, as remarked in my diary; it is not opinions which 
Government "1' those interested require, but demonstrative results. . 
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advantage by others. There can be no great risk in the investment, for the article possesses 
an intrinsic value. 

7. :rhe proposition is B;s follows, viz" erect the proposed house, and place 'in it all the 
necessary machinery for preparing the cotton, and place at my disposal such a sum of 
money as Government may think proper to be invested in cotton and shipped to En.,.land 
to the care of some respectable mercantile house, to be sold, and the account ot sale; 
rendered to me direct, with a duplicate for the Government here, that I mav be in 
possession of evel y !teln bf expense, to enable me to draw up an annual statemeri't of the 
result as to profit and loss, for the information of Government and others interested., I, or 
~our~e, will u~e all diligence to .make the ve~tule profitab!e. Tw? or three yeals' operatIOns 
In thIS way :WIll do more to dec.lde the pracbc~bleness or Impractlcabteness of rendering the 
cot~n of thiS country better sUIted to the Bl'lfish market than Government operations as 
hitherto conducted, can ever arrive at, ' " 

s. I propo<e the erection of the house OD as cheap a lOcale as pos!.ibJe, consi .. tent ",jth 
efficiency. and the suggested mode of procedure in regard to the purchase of cotton, because 
I think It the be~t means of afl'lvlDg at a satisfactory conclusion upon a subject which is 
consider~ so impOl'tant. I hope the Most Noble the Governor in Council will be pleased 
to take the matter into consideration, and let me know the result a~ sOl)n as,;:onvelllent, that 
I may be prepared for the work tn he done. Active operatiun'!. I am sure, will mOl'e lhan 
anything else influence the people effecting the desared itnprovement. 

9. As the .orig-inator, of the enterprise in which I am engaged, I naturally' feel a deep 
in!erest in its success. As the first to engage in it, I am WIlling to be the last to- forsake 
it., AU the planters in Bombay have resiglled, ,and leave for Amelica dUring the first three 
months of ~S47.,* Government, by sanctioning the agency I proposed, has manifested 
every disposition ,to facilitate th~ progres~ of the, enterprise; and I will 110t now think of 
leavmg it until the matter is decided (Jne way or th.e oUler, and I shall exert my best efforts. 
with the means placed at my disposal, to clecide it favourably;, and have: sugO'estrd the 
course which I think best sUited to lead us to ,the desired data, but will pursue'" whatever 
course G'overnment is pleased, to adopt, " , 

10. I may I'emark,"in conclusion, that I think Al'oopoocotta, on the bOlder orthe Madura 
district, is the best place for the gi.n-house, being the centre of the best, as well as the most 
extensive, cotton region. embracing pJrt of Madura and part 'Of Tmnevelly distdcts. 

11. Permit me to remark fUlther, that if Government will let me 'have money without 
interest, on the security of Govemment paper, I am Willing to pre pal e and ship cotton to 
the amount of rupees (30,000) thirty thou~and on my own, account, and, report the lesult 
for the information of Government. This course Will dE'cide whether or not those- now 
acting as agents pn the spot, and possebsmg the same facilities that I do, by their connexiOI) 
with merca.ntlle houses, can prosecute the trade wiln advantage. 

(signed) T. J. Fintlie, 
Camp, Palamcotta, Cotton Planter, 

16 December 1846. 

EXTRACT from Mr. Finnie's Diary, 22 November 1846. 

6. ,c A.ro->poocotta is fllarge vina~t', and an extensive trade is conducted here in cotton. 
There are upwards of 100 houses for cleaning cotton \~it~ the churk~. and I like th~ pJ~ce 
much situated as it is in the centre or the cotton dlslrlct, and thlilk no better sltuatiOI1 
can b~ found for proving the practicableness or ilDpra~ticablelles~ of supe~se~ing the c!"~rka 
by the mtroductiOJl of the gin. I, shall not express .an oplDlon, as )t )!I not opmlons 
Government or tho~e interE'sted In the l'otton trade requIre, but demonstratlye results, and 
such we can only arrive at by actual operatIOns; and on that account, aud With the. hope of 
arriving at some conclusive data on the subject, I have recommended the erectIOn of a 
gin-house. Whether the gins are worked by cattle, machinery, 0: Illa!lu!llabour, we shall 
requile a house, as we have no place at present to work the mac~mes In. ' 

REVENllE DEPARTMENT. 

Froln Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent C-ottonFarms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C.'J.11ontgome1'J/, 
Bart., Officiating Secletal'Y to Government, FOI,t ~t. lieorge. 

Sir " > 

i 1 HA;g the honour ht>Tewith to transmit copy of a letter from Mr. Hllnie, with reference 
to MlIIutes of Consultatloll. No.5, under date 2d January current • 

... Since this was written I bave learned that Mr. Mercer has beeu induced to remain, by aD 
appointment, as I!uperintendent to tbe Broacb Cutton Plantation, with the pnVlleges fir .e~tablisbin.g 
an agency in conoexlon with tbe .cotton-ginning establishment._ A Jeal's leave to YHlt home .. 
granted to rum. , 
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2. As tbe communication to whicb it gives cover. copy of his letter to Government, dated 
13th ili~tant, is sent expressly for the purpose of giving me an opportunity of offering" any 
remarks I may think proper," I avail myself of the permission to state that I take a totally 
different vIew of Ibe matter flOm that advanced by 1\Ir. Finnie; firsr, beca\l!le I think 
Government has already been induced, on his representations, to advance sa far m it as 
scarcely to admit of its now either stopping short. or retracing its steps; and secondly, 
because I think it would be inj udicious to do 80 if it could. 

3. On tbe receipt of Minutes ofConsultatJon, authorising the pllrchase of lIr. Whlte
,house's machinery, Mr. Petrie. to whom he had m the first instance given the plans, and 
made known his wish to part with it, asked my permission to seud him a copy~ which 1. of 
course, at once granted, never for an instant supposing that Mr. Finnie could make such 
a. pl'Oposal as that ('ontained in Ilis letter, so that Mr. WhItehouse is alrea.dy fully apprised 
of the purchase. having been completed. 

4. But admitting that Government could, "ith the most perfect propriety, act on Mr. 
Finni~'s present recommendation, 1 should still question the soundness of his views or the 
accuracy of his information ill making such a proposal. Had the machinery in question 
still 10 be ordered from England,l should not have thought of advising its being ordered. 
But now that ,,~ have got It. neither can I advise our relmqu:sbing the purchase until the 
fulIe5t use bas been mnde of it towards ascertaining the relatIve values of IndIan cotton 
cleaned by the American gm and the native churka in the English market. 

5. To prevent any misconception as to the quantity of work a gin can execute in a given 
time, I may mention, that with our piesent ginnmg establishment in Coimbatore wc--can 
only clean about 50 bales a month, or 600 a year. Mr. Finnie has now three hand gins, and 
a fourlb wIll soon be sent. Supposing all four working to the best advantage WIth double 
or relay sets of coolies, as we did for two years, he could not turn out more than an equal 
..quantity. Thus between the two estabEshments, with our present means kept ill constant 
work, we cannot clean more than 1,200 bales annually, at which rate five years will be 
required to complete the Court's Older lor 6,000 bales. But even that quantity of pur • 
. chased cotton is more than we can supply from this establishment, as the deanmg of our 
own croIls usually J.eeps our gins employed from three to four months. 

6. stloufd the cotton crops of the current season turll out well, and OUl' purchases be 
large, which, jud~ing fi"om present appearances, is most problematical, it is my intention 
to work as many llalld gins as I can complete and find places lor, to aid those working by 
.cattle power; and, for the same reasons. wou\d adVIse the Ceylon machmelY being got 
ready with the utmost despatch, and so fitted up as to work two (10 saw gins (which can 
be made up hel"e), driven by cattle power at one end of the lint room, while three or -four 
hand ones are workin$ at the other. 

7. Paivate accounts received by the last mail from Mr. Laird, comprising statements of 
the sales of aU the Indian gin-cleaned cotton yet effected- m Liverpool, show that on the 
average ginned cotton realises higher prices by about a farthing per pound than when churka
cleaned.' This is my reaSOn for urging on ginnin'g operations to the utlnost in our 
power. 

8. I append copy of my letter to the aCling collector of Tinnevelly, in reply to Minutes of 
·Consultatlon, No. 29, un del" date nIl January 1847, and shall transmit copy of this letter 
to Mr. FinDle. 

Coimbatore, 18 January 1847 • 
(signed) Rooert,Wigkt, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

.From, T. J. Fitmie, Esq., Gotton Planter, TinneveIJy, to' Surgeon,R. Wight, Superintepdent 
Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 

Sir, 
I DAVE the honour to acknowledge the receip,t of your letter, under date 7th instant, 

encloslDg extracts, Nos. 4) and 9, from Minutes of Consultation under date 2d January, 
The fOI mer of those extracts I had the honour to receive dire<"t, and have WI itten to Govern
ment on the subject, and I herewitb forward you tbe letter for any remarks you think 
proper to make. It now appears to me that I shall be able to work the gins bv manual 
labour better than at 61"sl appeared possible, and as the suggestion for the purchase of the 
machinery under consideration originated with me, and JDvolves a considerable outlay, J 
cannot conscientlOusly'act upon the ordtrs of Government to pUlchase it until 1 am further 
satIsfied that it is ind!spensable. 

2. Regarding the extract No.9 from the Minutes of Consultation, I have the honour to 
-remark that I have ordered the gin from Calcutta, but must Cll!lcldim all mterest in the 
transaction, as it is not, nor ever was mine; I merely lecommended its purchase because I 
thought it would be useful. ' -

3. I have written to my agents for a statement of the exact cost of tbe thresher; when it 
comes I shall forwal'd it to you. 

Camp, Verdooputty, (si!!'oed) T. J. Fi-lllIie. 
13 Jalluary 1847. 

------------------------
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From Surgeon R. lVight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, COlmbatore, to R. D. Parker, Esq •• 
Acting Collector, Tmnevelly. 

Sir, 
I AM in receipt of Minutes of Consultation. No. 29, under date the 7th January, enc1oslD .... 

copy of cOrJ'esponde~ce bet~een your~elf and MI. Finnit> on the s.ubject of a (1;1D-house at 
Aroopoocotta~ regardmg_ wlucll I am (.itrcl.ted. should I deem It deslrllble, at once t" instruct 
Mr. Fmnie tq proceed With It 1n communication with Yllurse'f and the Civil Engineer. 

2. In re(llv to this I halle the honour to state, firsl, that the machinery i, already pur
chased, ana ihat until a llOuse is prepared for Itl' accommodatlvn It 18 use]ess; aod, secondly .. 
that as Mr. Finnie, With ample local knowledge, which I have Dot. has selected Aroopoo-
cotta as being the most appropriate SIte, I am unable to suggest a better. • 

3. A. regards the plan of the house he proposes to erect, so felr, as ret explained, I 
confess I hllve some misgiving. He proposes to work a set of gins at each end, but does 
not say whether both sets are to be mtlved by machinery, or one set by cattle power, the 
other by manual labour. If the latter is the object in View, then the plan of the house is 
most a;:propru,te, but if the former biB machinery cannot be adapted to executE' the work 
expected, as will Ale seen from an examination of the accompanying plaIt ot hiS maclllnery. 
I would therefore suggest ,hat it migh be a judicious course for him to reconSider the ~ub
ject ill communicatiQn with the eml Engineer, With the plan of tht machinery before them, 
to make su\'e that no mistake happens in the adaptatiol' of the building to Ihe maclllnery, 
which we have here had but too much reason to know can never afterwalds be fl1.111 com
pensated for. 

4. Mr. FinnIe in his first letter lays t:onslderable stress on the importance of havinO' the
movm~ power belo.w the 'evelof the gin to be driven. The arrangement sketched i~ the 
accompanymg plan completely meets his views on this point, which IS so far lortunate. 
I may, howe,'er, taKe ad\antage of the opportunity which the remark offers, to mention 
that III CoilllbatOie we have tried both ways to a great extent, and, thf' gins being properly 
fixed, Rre sati.,fied that the one possesses no advantage over the other, provided the con
ductor of motion from the moving power is adjusted with equal preciSIOn in both cases. 
1 do not mention this With any view to alter or interfere with tl1at part of Mr. Fmnie's plan,. 
but slmplv fOI' the purpose of commu[ucating information that may possibJy be tOllnd 
useful in tbe COlli t-e of erecting a.nd puttmg in tDOtiOll the machinery purchased and now 
about to be titted up for WOlk. ' 

(signed). R. Wight, Surgeon, 
COlmbatore, 12 January 11347. Superintendent Cotton farms. 

Revenue Departmen~ No. 183. 

EXTBACT [rom the Minutes oJ Consultation, under date the 8th February 1847. 

Read the followmg letters: 

From' Mr. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter, Tinnevelly. 
[Here enter 16 December 1846, No. 1429.] 

.FrOID Sqrgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 
[Here enler 18 January 1846, No 109.] 

The Most Noble the Governor in Council observes. tbat under the instructions conveyed 
in the Extrdct from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 7th January 1847, No. 29, the gin
house at Arqopoocottah is to be proceeded "",ith, and no (Ulther orders on the subject are 
therefore rl:lquired at present. 

HIS Lordship in CouncIl is unable to accede to Mr. Finnie's furtber proposition.for a 
Gpvernment advanee to him of money for the 'Purchase of cotton on his own account. , 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

From t;urgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimt'latore, to Sir H. C. 
Monlgc-mery, Betrt., Officiatin.g Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, . 
ADVERTING to my letter, dated 18th January last, transmitting copy of one from Mr. 

finnie to my address, dated the l3th, I have the ~onour to state that hIS letter gave cover 
to an original one addressed to YOll. This Circumstance I overlooked, and supposlDg it a 
copy, dIctated my letter accordingly. Mr. Fmnie has, in a letter received thiS morning~ 
pomted out the oversight, which I hasteD to correct by transmitting herewith his original 
letter, retaining l1. copy ill this office. 

(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon. 
Coimbatore,5 February 1847. Superintendent Cotton Farms. 
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To Sir Henr!! C. l1fontgomer!!. Bart., Officiating Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

1. I HA.VE the honour to acknowled~e the receipt of an Extrdct (rom the Mmutes of COrj

saltation, N~ ~, under date 2d January. authorismg the pw-chase of the sd of machinery 
which 1 recommended to be used as a. driving power for the gins. 

2. I beg to remark. that since I recommended the purchas:e oC that machinery, I have 
!?;iven the subject of arranging and driving gins by manual power much careful study, and 
I have come to the conclusion that by some alterations in the gins to lessen tbe fnctlOn. I 
shall be able to make arrangements for driving them by means more on a level with llaDVe 
capacity for managing them, thereby dispensing with a large ori~nal outlay, and instituting 
equally efficient, and I hope less expensive operations; I therefore request permission to 
let the sanction for the purchase of the machinery layover for the present, until J satisfy 
myself further ac; to the practicableness or otherWise cf confining ourselves to the more 
simple mode of procedure~ 

3. ThIS arrangement Will not lose much of my time, ror t~e house is oot yet even sanc
tioned, and should It. even be complete before the machInery IS ordered from Jaffna. we can 
proceed witb the ginninor by band while it 'is beJOg erected. should I finalIy decide on Its 
purchase; and should :e ~e able to dispense with It al.together by the adoptIon of rue.ans 
more suitable to the capacity of the people, a great savtng Will be effected, and an object 
more simply accomplished. 

4. I be~ to be distinctly understood merely to hold in rpserve the permission to purchase 
the machi~ery until it appears to me more essential than it seems to be at present. But 
when I finel it to be indispensable, I shall act upon the order of Government with alacrity. 

(signed) T. J. ,Finnie, 
Camp, VerdooptJtty, CottOl'J Planter. 

13 January 1847. 

(No. 27ft) 

REFERRING to the letter from Mr. Finnie, dated 13th January 1847, which accompanied 
• the above letter. the Most Noble the Governor lD Councd resolves to direct tbe actioa' Col

lector of Tinnevelly to ascertain whether the machinery from JaEna has been plJ1'~hased, 
and if not,. thl\t he will not cooclude tlte purchase for the present. 

(signed) H. C. MontgumerJ/, 
Officiating Secretary to Government. Fort St. GE"orge, 

26 February 1847. 

(No. 34.) 

From R. D. Parlier, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 
to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir. 
Para. 1. WITH reference to t.he Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated the 7th 

ultiqlo, I have the honour to forward all estimate prepared by the civil emrineer of the probable 
cost of the gin-house proposed by Mr. Finnie, cotton planter, to be erect~d at Aroopoocott.ili. 
amounting to Rs: 2,431. 13'7 for whicll I request the favour of your obtainin~ the sanction 
of Governmen • 

• 2 •. As Mr. Fmnie wishes to have the gin-house erected at an early period in time to 
reCf'lW'e, t~e produce of the approaching cotton ClOpS, I have advanced him 200 rupees to 

-enable him to commellce operations, which I trust will meet With the approbation of Govern-
- ment. 

Tinnevelly, 12 February 1847. 
(signed) 

Revenue Department, No. 280. 

R. D. Parker, 
Acting Collector. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consulta.tion. under date the 26th February 1841. 

ne!ld the follo~ing Jetter f~om the Acting Collect~r. of Tinnevelly, forwarding for ~he 
-sanction of Governmen~ an estimate prepared by the CIVIl enlnneer of the cost of the glll
house proposed by l\1r~ FIDDI~ cotton planter, to be el't~cted :t Aroopoocottah. 

[Here enter 12th, Fehruary 1847. No. 34.] 

The M~~t Noble the Go~~nor in Council obserY'es, from the Diary wnich accompanied 
Mr. Fmme s letter, dated 21st ~ctob~r 1846, that hif proposes havmg a "cheap house 
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with the moving power,"· accommodated in some measure to the machinery at Jaffna,. 
the purchase of which he recommended to Government, and on the aS5U\'anCe that the 
buildmg "will not exceed the cost of rupees (1.000) one thousand," the construction was 
ordered to be proceeded with. t > 

It appears from the )et~ery) the collector of TinnevelIy, dated 12th January ]841, that 
Dr. W Ightt has SOUle mlsglvmg as to the plan of tile l!m-bouse proposed to be built i and 

In Dr. Wight's, Mr. Finnie by his letter to Government, dated 13th of the same month, is undecided as to 
.<;thFebruarY1847, the purchase of tbe machinery. The communication now before Government eSlimates the 
No. 1139. cost of the buildlllg at Rs.2.431. 13. His Lordship in Council has no intention ofsanc-

tioning a dJs~u~sem~nt so g~eatl:r exceeding MI'. Fmnie's ca!clll.atlOns. all~ he resolves ill
directmg an mtlmatJon to tflls effect to be made, that Mr. FmOle be also mstructed not to 
proceed With the buildmg until he shall, upon mature deliberation, have determined 
whe,ther the machinery fi'om Jaffna shall be purchased, and the description of gin-house best-

R8.8~6 3. 8. 

suited for the purposes ID view. \ 
His J.ordship in Council desires that all communications from Mr. Finnie be in future

submitted to Government through the collectur of Tmnevelly, who will accompany them 
With his opinions and suggestions. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomerg, 
Officiating Secrelary to Government. 

REVENUE DE~A.RTMEl'fT. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
Montgomery, Bart., Officiating Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

SIr, 
IN accordance with the instructions conveyed in the Extract MlDutes-of Consultation 

NO.9, under date 2d January 1847, I have the honour to report for the informalion of the 
Most Noble the Governor in Council, that 1 have arranged for the thrasher offered by 
Mr. Finnie, and herewith transmit his bill of costs, amountmg to rupees eight hundred and 
twenty-six, annas three, and pice eight. 

2. In my letter of the 29th September 1846, I su~gested that the machine should not' 
cost over 8,00 rupees. the amount paid for one purchased from Mr. \\'roughton. The 
present exceeds that sum by 26 rupees, which I believe is accounted for by Mr. Wrougbton· 
having obtained a remission of the import duty, whence It appears the bill does not quite 
amount to the sum specified in my letter. Subjoined is a copy of his letter transmilting 
the vouchers. 

Coimbatore, 12 March 1847. 
(signed) Rohert Wight, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

To Surgeon R. W.ight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 
Sir, 

I RAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter, under date 7tll January 
1847, and in ('ompliance with your request, 1 now submit a bill of cost and charges
amounting in the aggl'eg:lte to the sum of Rs. 826. 3 a. 8 p. The gin has not arrived from 
Calcutta. 

Camp, Aroopoocottah. 
2 March 1847. 

(No. 383.) 

(signed) T/tomas James Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

TilE Most Noble the Governor in Council sanctions the bill submitted by Dr. Wight, 
with tbe foregomg letter for the purchase of a cotton thrasher from Mr. FinOle, amounling 
to rupees (826. 3. 8.) eight hundred and twenty-six, annas three, and pies eight. 

Fort Stl George, 
22 March 1847. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Officiating Secretary to Govewment. 

• In Dr. Wight's, 11th November 1846 ; in Cons. 5th January 1847. 
, t In Tinnevelly Collector's, 9th December 1846; Cons. uth January 1847. 
: Iq Dr. Wight'~1 18th January; in Cons. 9th February 1847. 
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(No. ~6.) 
From R. D. Parker, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 

to Government, Fort St: George. 
Sir, • 

n. 
Madras. 

Para. 1. WITH reference to the Minutes of Consultation of Government under date the 
'26th ultimo, Nos. 276 and 280, I have the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a 
letter- addressed by me to Mr. Finnie in consequence, and copies of two letters despatched • Dated .. Marcl. 
by him to Mr. 'Whitehouse at Jafi'na, which I received as an enclosure in a letter from Mr. 1847. 
Finnie, which, containing nothing else whichj.he Government would deem essential, I have 
not thought it necessary to forward. • 

, 2. It will be seen that 'on" the 2d instant Mr. Finnie wrote for the machinery at J afl'na, 
and again on the 6th instant T to countermand it. I have requested him to send me Mr. 
'\Vhitehouse's answer as soon as it arrives, and pending its receipt no further measures will 
be taken. . " 

3. In a personal conference with the civil engineer, he informed me that he should require 
to meet Mr. Finnie before he could frame any other plan and estimate fOll a gin-house than 
that already furnished by him. This meeting will not be practicable for the next month 
or six weeks, because Captain Horsley's presence will be required during that period in 
'Trava~core: I have communicated this circumstance to Mr. Finnie. 

4. 1 have considered it expedient to make this'report t.o Government, with little apparent 
necessity, because, being ignorant of the degree of urgency in the order of the Honourable 
the Court of Directors for the shipment of gin-cleaned cotton, and in the consequent desire 
-()f Government for the commencement of Mr. Finnie's operations, I wish to place them at 
once in possession of the means of judging of the delay that is likely to occur, in case any 
further order should seem requisite. 

Tinnevelly, 20 March 1847. (signed) R. D. Parker, Acting Cullector. 
-

From J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, to 
T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter. 

Sir, 
IN forwarding, for your informat.ion and guidance; copy of the :Minutes of Consultation 

-()f Government, Nos. 276 and 280, I have the honour to request that you will inform me 
-what is the machinery from Jafi'na to which allusion is made, and what is the nature of 
the negotiation entered into for its purchase, and whether the purchase has been com
pleted; if not, you will observe that it is not to be concluded for the present. 

2. You will also observe, that the construction of the gin-house at Aroopoocottah is also 
to be suspended until the machinery above-mentioned has been purchased; and even then 

-(I gather from the M:inij.tes of Consultation), the Government will not sanction a buildinO' so 
expensive as that recently planned; so that a fresh plan and estimate will have to be ~ade 
after the machinery has been received. Under these circumstances, 1 have directed the 
Sattoor Tahsildar to make no purchases or contracts for materials until further orders. - . 

Tinne\'elly,4 March 1847. (signed) R. D. Parker, Acting Collector. 

Sir, 
To E. S. Whitehouse, Esq., Jaffna, Ceylon. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of the Minutes of Consultation, No.5, under date 
.2d January 1847, and request you will be good enough to forward to me, for transmission 
to Government, a bill of the actual cost of the 'machinery therein allul'ied to. ' . 

You will oblige me by making ·the best arranO'ement you can with the boatmen, and 
$jp the machinery to Tutacorin, care of Captain Gordon, master attendant. -

Camp, Al'oopoocottah, 2 March 1847. 
(signed) T. J; Finnie, 

Cotton Planter. 

, Sir, 
To E. S. 117titehouse, Esq. 

SINCE despatching my letter of the 2d instant, I have received orders countermanding 
,the purchase of the machinery which you offered for sale, and I have the honour to request 
you will not ship it as requested in my letter above mentioned. • 

Camp, Aroopoocottah, 6 March 1847. 
(signed) T. J. Finnie, 

Cotton Planter. 

t On the receipt of the M. C. of the 26th l<'ehruary • 

.2g6-Sess. 2. 
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(No. 76.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq, Acting Collector, to J. F. TP.omas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Governments Fort St. George. 

Sir. 
WITH reference to paras. 1 and.2 of Mr. Parker's letter of the 20th ultimo. re~ardin<l' 

the,Jalfna machinery, I have the honour to forward copies of Mr. \Vhitehouse's rephes,ana 
bill ()f cost for the "arne, which accompanied a lettet {l'om Mr. Finnie, dated the 30th 
ultimo, received this day, and to request the instructions of Government regarding the pay
ment of'the amount to Mr. ·Whitehouse. 

• (signed) F. B. Elton, 
Tinllevelly, Trichindoor, 1 April 1847. 

\ , 

Acting Colect or. 

----------------.-----------
From J. P. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, to 

T. J. Finnie, Ootton Planter, Camp, Aroopoocottah. 

_ ffi~ , 
I HAVE to aCknowledge receipt this day of your favour of the 2d instant, with enclo

sures, and have the pleasure to forward you herewith copy of the bilI of cost of the 
machinery alluded to therein. • 

This machinery shall be shipped as you direct, by the first opportunity, for Tutaeorin. 

Jaffna, 11\{arch 1847. (signed) E. S. Whitehouse. 

Sir, 
To T. J. Finnze, Esq., Cotton Planter, Camp, Aroopooeottah. 

I HAVE tp acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 6th instant, countermanding the 
shipment of the machinery purchased from me by the Government of Madras. . 

As the sale of this machinery was effected in January last, and the purchase sanctioned 
by the Board of Revenue on the. 2d of that month, and as arrangements have been made 
for the shipment of it to Tutacorin, in compliance, with tlie instruction contained in your 
letter of the 2d instant; I shall feel obliged by;rour forwarding my account to the Board of 
Revenue for payment; in the meantime I will comply with your request, and postpone 
the shipment of it, holding and storing it at your risk until further orders. 

Jaffna, 16 March 1847. (signed) E. S. Whitehouse. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter. 

lI'March 1847. 
Memo.-Bill of Cost of Machinery referred to. • 

E. S. Whitehouse, esq. Bought ofWm. Lavie, Liverpool 

A set of drivin~ gear for two 60 saw-gins, adapted to be worked £. s. d. 
on the ground floor, and to be worked by cattle - - - 155 

Freight, insurance, and charges to Ceylon - - - - 20 ----£. 175 

F. B. Elton, 
(True copies.) 

(signed) 
Acting Collector: 

(No. 506.) 
Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 24th April,1847. 

Read the following letters from the acting collector of Tinnevelly: 
• 

[Here enter 20 March and 1 April 1847, Nos. 66,76.] , 

Para. 1. IN his letter, dated 21st October 1846, Mr. Finnie considered" it indispensabIe
to the efficient and satisfactory trial of the 'experiment" in ;which he w3;s engag~d, that ~e 
should be supplied with certain machinery, to which allusion was made JD the diary ~f hIS 
proceedings and which he represented Wail fo1' 8:\10 at Jaffna. The Go"{'ornment sanctlOned 
the purchas~ on the 2d January 1847; but 1\11'. Finnie's opinions meamvhile underweriale!lt 

mat 
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l,Xlaterial change, as in his letter of the 13th January he stated that" he had studied the .M adras. 
subject of arranging and driving gins by manual power," and hoped, by some alteratiomll, '-,-
to be enabled" to make arranO'ement for driving them by means more on a level with Dy. 2 March J 8~ 
native capacity;" he requested' therefore that the sanction for the purchase of the Jaffna (No ~39). 
machinery might be suffered to remain in abeyance, and the Gov~rnment ordered that, if 
not already made, the purchase bhould DDt be concluded for the present. 

2. It appears from the communications recorded above, that the correspondence on the 
subject has already proceeded to a length to preclude the possibility of the Government 
being relieved from the engagement entered into by Mr. Finnie for the purchase of the 
Jaffna machinery; and the Most Noble the Governor in Council has no alternative left but' 
to direct the Actin~ Collector of Tinnevelly to adjust the amount at which it was purchased, 
amounting, accordmg to the bill received with his letter of the 1st April, to 1751. (one 
hundred and seventy-five). 

3. His Lordship in Council cannot, how eyer, refrain from remarking the unsatisfactory 
nature of Mr. Finnie's proceedings, both with respect to this machinery, as well as in ree:ard to 
the gin-house he 'proposed to build at Aroopoocottah. He deSIres that M I'. Finnie may be 
called upon to explain with reference to his intended arrangements for" drh'ing gins by 
manual labour," what he would now propose to do witli the rdachinery purchased from 
J afina, and he requests the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly will impress upon Mr. Finnie 
the necessity of well considering and digesting the propositions he may have to make con
nected with the experiment entrusted to him before submitting them to Government. 

4. His Lordship in Council observes, by a communication from the President of the 
Manchester Commercial Association received with a recent despatch from the Honourable Rev. 3, of 1247 
Court of Directors, that the Association object to the use of hand-gins. A copy of this dated:l I\larch. 
dflspatch having been separately furnished to the acting collector of Tinnevelly for commu-
nication to Mr. Finnie, it will be sufficient in this place to direct Mr. Finnie's attention 
'specially to the objection, as connected with the arrangements for driving gins contem-
plated by him. ' 

6. Ordered that copies of the aboye resolutions be furnished to the collector of Tinne
velly for communication to Mr. Finnie, and to Dr. Wight for his information. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Govt. 

(No. 135.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 
, to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to forward, as requested by Mr. Finnie, an original letter, No. 663, 

dated 29th May 1847, expl.a.natoryof his proceedings with respect to the purchase of the 
"'"J' affna machinery and the erection of a gin-house at Aroopoocottah. 

I take this opportunity of referring for the consideration of Government a plan and 
estimate, amounting to Rs. 1,376. 12., for a gin-house, framed by Captain Horsley, which 
appears to meet the wishes of Mr. Finnie, so far as it goes, but, as not including godowns 
for storing seed cotton, is not considered by him so convenient as a plan he refers to of his 
own. As, how~er, this pla~ of Mr. Finnie's, invohing an estimated outlay of Rs 2,431. 13., 
was objected to be sanctioned by hi:! Lordship in Council, under date 26 February last, 
it remains to be decided whether Captain Horsley's present plan is to be carried into execu
tion, and, if so, whether godowns are to be estimated for separately. Extracts from Mr. 
Finnie's reply to my letter on the subject of. Captain Horsley'S plans, and from his letter 
of 12th May, accompanying a description of plans (forwarded in original) dated 29th March 
last, are herewith sent. 

Tinnevelly, 7 June 1847. 
(signed) , F.B.Elton, 

Acting Collector. 

(No. 663.} 

From T. J. Finnie, Esq" Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, 

Sir, 
Tinnevelly. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 397, dated 4th instant, 
enclosing copy of Minutes of Consultation, No. 506, dated 24th ultimo, in which the Most 
Noble the Governor in Council is pleased to express his seUbe of the unsatisfactory nature of 
my proceedings with respect to the purchase of certain machinery, as weil as in regard to 
the gin-house which I proposed to build at Aloopoocotta. 

2. I am sure-it was as painful to his Lordship in Council to inflict, as it is to me to endure 
censure, and I am convinced that he will listen with patience to any explanation I may have 
to offer which will in any degree palliate the errors that are attributed to me, and I request 
that you will 'be good enough to subJuit the following rpmarks for his consideration. 

3. I am not disposed to implicate others in the errors which are imputed to me: I am 
.able and willing to bear the consequence of my 'Own acts; but as the proceedings in regard 

296~-Sess. "2. 3 B 2 to 
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to the machinery are not wholly mine, I may mention, without impugnin.,. their motive8~ 
or the correctness of their views, that as early as February 1846 the mac~ery was recom
mended to me by Mr. fetrie, the engineer, supported by Dr. 'Wight, superintendent 01 ' 
cotton planwtions, who have had much experience in the use of cattle machinery for 
driving gins; but being most anxious to conduct the business entrusted to me on the most 
economical plan, and on a level to native capacity and means, I did not at that time concur 
in the vie,Ys expressed by these gentlemen; but subsequently finding greater difficulty in 
workin.,. the gins by manual 'labour than I expected, and from the IJP~cimen of the 
laboure~s, as exhibited at the two zemindaries, where the gins were erected, I formed a poor 
opinion of the physical ability of the people to perform the work with such gins as had 
been supplied to me, the imperfections of which I shall not now dwell on, as Mr. Petrie is 
disposed to do all he can to remedy the defect; and having drawn up a very unfavourable 

. stat-ement'" regarding ginning operations. which Dr. Wight considered was founded on 
incorrect data, and feeling that the subject was of vast importance, involving, as it does, the 
best interests of this country, I was not willing that it should be decided on insufficient data 
on which to base a conclusion as to what could be done, I concluded that no efforts ou~ht 
to be left untried to effect the important object in view. I referred to the letter contairung 
the recommendation of the machinery, wpich was represented to be for sale in Ceylon, and, 
after giving the subject careful attention, I felt that I ought not, in' justice to Go, ernment, 
to overlook the views of others, and cling solely to my own in preference; and though I 
had no very sanguine hopes that the cattle machinery could materially change the con
clusion at which I had arrived, I adopted the views of Dr. Wight and Mr. Petrie, and 
recolIllIlende'd the machinery merely to " see," as expressly stated in my diary, t " jf the gins 
will pay when a simple moving power, worked by cattle, is applied to them." I had my 
doubts, and still have, whether they w!11 pay under any circumstances in our hands; but for, 
the "efficiellt and satisfactory tJ'ial of the experiment," I considered it essential to make 
the effort. This, I think, establishes my consistency ,for recommending the machinery, 
after having represented ginning operations' as impracticable as a mercantile transaction; 
and now I beg to offer a few remarks in reference to the causes which induced me to 
oppose the purchase. 

4. The recommendation of the machinery being based on the imperfections of thc gins. 
and the. supposed unwillingness or inability of the people to work them, I pointed out the 
defects of the machines to Mr. Petrie~ who, with his usual urbanity, promised to rectify 
them, which removed one of the greatest difficulties in the way of the successful application 
ofmanuallahour; and on becoming more acquainted with "the people in the district, I 
f~)Und ,that they'were not only able, but willing to work the machines after the improve
ments were eHected, when paid for their labour: it appears now that those who Vlorked the 
gins at the zemindars, were forced, or oIlly half paid, which satisfactorily accounts for their 
inefficiency. 

5. As we never use the gin as a hand instrument in Mississippi, the plan was new to me ; 
but, giving my :j>ttention, and bringing my little mechanical science, llnd a good deal of 
practical knowledge as to what the machines requite, to bear upon the subject of aIJplyin~ 
so novel a power to them, I thought, and still think, that I had resolved on a plan whiCh 
will give greater efficiency to manual labour ; and having made some calculations regarding 
the cost of the machinery, the cost of transportation across the Gulf, the cost of transit to 
this place, the cost of erection, and last, but not least, the cost of keeping up a large 
establishment of bullocks all the year to work during the cotton senson,,.in comparison to 
the cost (j)f men, who are only paid for the time they work, and the consideration of'the fact 
that the machi1;lery was made to go at a certain speed when drawn by horses tllat walk 
about four miles an hour, and will consequently go too slow when drawn by bullocks that 
will not exceed a speed, of two miles an hour, my experience in workinf{ gins lately hears 
me out in the supposition that the cattle machinery might be dispensed '" ith. 
, 6. Considering all these eircumstances, I thought I saw we had committed an error ill 
regard to the machinery, which I only recommended that no cause of dissati,.faction mi~ht 
be raised as to the completeness of the trials we had made to effect the so much de6ired Im
provement in the cotton of this country, and when framing a plan for the gin-house, to run 
gins by hand in the manner which we adopt in America for horde machinery, viz., to have 
the moving power below the machine to be moved. I bore in mind the pOilsibility of .the 
application of cattle machinery, in case my hand-gin plan did not answer expectatIon, 
and the plan was arranged with special' reference to both. I should have proposed the 
withdrawal of my proposition to purchase the machinery in my letter of the 16th ~f 
December, but concluded that in case it was sanctioned, we could let it be on the table untIl 
we were satisfied that the machinery was essential to success. It had by this time OCCUlTed 

to me that we could easily try the efficiency of both plans by compari1!on of the result of 
my hand system with Dr. Wicyht's cattle machinery at Coimbatore, and if the latter proved. 
the best, then the Ceylon ma~hinery could be ordered; and if the former was found pre-
ferable, the sanction could be abrogated. . 

7. Under these considerations, and with a sincere desire to act for the best interests of 
my honourable employers, on the receipt 01 the Minutes of Consultation. of the 2d of 

January, 

" See letter to the Chief Secretary, dated 2Rth August 1846. 
t &e conclusion of para. 10 m Diary, dated 21St October 11l46. ' 
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January, I wrote, without intending to throw a firebrand into the gin-house at Coimbatore, 
to ask pennission of Government to keep the sanction to purchase the machinery in abey
a.nce until I bhould be able to ascertain to a demonstration the advantages to be derived by 
the purchase. As Dr. 'Vight had supported me in the recommendation, I considered it but 
due courtesy to send the letter to Government through him, which I did; but he, taking a 
mistaken view of my proposition, opposed it in warmer terms, I think, than the oceasion 
:required, urging that the mac~inery was already purch!lsed, and could not now be altered 
forsooth, because an urumthorlsed person had commurucated the proceedings of Govern
ment to the party interested in the sale of the machinery. I received a copy of this letter, 
but neither that nor Dr. 'Vight'8 private letter convinced me that the machinery was irre
vocably purchased. I still declined acting upon the order, and determined to wait until 
I hcard further from Government. 

8. The receipt ()f the Minutes of Consultation, No. 183, under date 8th February, con
taining the extract from Dr. 'Vight's letter, which represented the machinery as unalterably 
purchased, and conscquently 5upporthlg Dr. 'Vight's argument, if it was not the intention 
to convey this impression, why was the extract sent to me? I then determined to write to 
Q-overnment, declining all furthel'- agency in the matter, and actually did inqite a letter to 
that effect; but, on reflection, it appeared to me 50 evident that the Most Noble the 
Governor in Council cOncurred in Dr. 'Vight's views, and finding that I stood alone, I con
cluded that although I might be armed with the weapons of power, I had no hope of success 
in a contest with puissance itself, and that further opposition on my part would only be 
attributed to contumacy. I was well aware of the respect due to the slightest wish of 
Government, and yielded; gave up my own judgment in deference to others; and after 
postponing for a time the act which would close the purchase of the machinery, I. reluct
antly wrote, mechanically and as a passive agent, in obedience to my honourable mabters, 
to Mr. Whitehouse, on the 2d March, requesting him to send the machinery. On the 
evening of the 6th of March, I received the Minutes of Consultation, No. 276, under date 
26th February, orderiug that "if~ot made, the purchase should not be concluded for the 
present;" but it was too late by foul' days. The deed was done, thou~h by my act, against 
my ad vice offered to Government in ample time to prevent the purchase; and had the 
Minute of Consultation of the 8th February contained the positive injunctions which that 
of the 26th of the same month communicated, I should have been spared the pain of this 
censure, and the machinery would, not have been purchased without fUl'ther orders from 
Government. 

9. 'My apparent vacillation in regard to the machinery was amply sufficient, without a 
knowledge of the facts which prompted my COUl'se to justify the dissatisfaction his Lordship 
in Council has expressed; but I am at a loss to know upon what the censure is based in regard 
to the part I have, taken in reference to the gin-house I proposed to b.uId here; I am 
responsible for the plan alone, and I still maintain tbat the plan, for convenience of arrange
ment ,lith reference to the business for which it is intended, is unobjectionable, and must 
be approved by anyone practically acquainted with the detai4 of the work to be done. 

lD. I cannot persuade xpyself that the cost would be an insurmountable objection if his 
Lordship in Council had not been impressed by Dr. Wight's" misgivings" 'that my course 
of procedure was injudicious; but should the cost be an objection, I think when it is con 
sidered that the house contains room for six gins, and ample god'owns for the temporary 
storage of seed cotton, and that it was hoped that the Ceylon machinery would be dis
pensed \vith altogether, this objection does not appear based on very stable grounds. The 
expense of the house, howevel', if built of some dried brick and mud, as I originally 
intended, would b? greatly lessened. 

11. I may remark, that though I learned from a copy of Dr. Wight's letter to the Col
lector that Government had authorised me " to 'Proceed with the building, in communication 
with the collector and the Civil Engineer," the collectOr politely declined 'my offer 
to take the execution of the work into my own hands, and thought that Government would 
be better satisfied to know it was done by the executive establishment. This was about 
the last of January, and on the 26th February the thasildar made his appearance here, and 
advanced rupees (50) fifty for brick, and left soon afterwards. 'rhe Minutes of Consultation, 
:No. 280, of the 26th February, put a stop to the work. Thus you see I had nothing what
ever to do with the matter but to suggest the plan. 

12. The house was intended to contain six hand-gins, three in each end" or if the 
machinery was found essentlal, it would be applied to one end to drive'two 60 saw-gins. 

EXTRA.CT from Dr. Wight's Letter to the ColIector of Tinnevelly, dated 12th January. 

Para. 3. "As regards thE: plan of the house he proposes to erect, so far as yet explained, 
I confess I have some misgiving. He proposes to work a set of gins at each end, but does 
not say wllether both sets lire to be moved by machinery, or one set by cattle-power, the 

'other by manual labour. If the latter is the object in view, then the plan of the house is 
most appropriate." Precisely so. 

- -
4. "Mr. Finnie, in his first letter, lays considerable stress on the importance of having 

the moving power below the level of the gin to be driven. • 
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"The arrangement sketched in the accompanying plan conlpletely merits (meets) hi~ views 

on this point, which is so far fortunate. I may, however, take ad\·antage of the opportunity 
which the remark offers, to mention, that in Coimbatore we han tried both ways to a QTeat 
extent, and the gins being properly fixed, are satisfied that the one posseslles no adm~tage 
over the other, provided the conductor of motion from the moving power iii adjusted wah 
equal precision in hoth cases. I do not mention this \vith any' iew to alter or interfere with 
that part of lIr. Finnie's plan, but -imply for the purposes of communicating information that 
may possibly be fonnd u~cful in the course of erecting and puttin~ in motion the machinery' 
purchased, and now about to be fittcd up for work." ., . 

13. The information which Dr. Wight gives was supererogatory, and thou~h douLtless 
given with the best intention, under the impression that I did not know what 1 was about, 
has, had the effect of interfering with my flan, which his own letter proves to be correct; 
bu1i he thinks there is no adnntage; I mamtain tlIt-re is a decided advantage in com enience 
of arrangement~ . 

14. As his Lordship in Council can know nothing of my proceedinO's reO'aruinrr the house 
but from Dr. Wight's letter, expressing hi" "misgivings," or the coll~,ctor~ quot~tiol1 of the 
trite expression, I beg to draw especial 11ttention to the very complete manner in which 
Dr. 'Yight's letter shows the correctness of the plan. I do think' that but little conside
ration for my feelings or reputation was exercised by Dr. 'Vight in expressing hia "mis
givings" to the Collector or to Government, wilen he mig11t just ail well have expressed 
them to me, and all explanations would have been rendered, and tM matter dropped; and 
I am surprised that Dr. Wight's" misghings" should have heen quoted to Government by 
the amiable late Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, when he had all the means of ai'certainin"" 
the correctness of my plans at his command; indeed, after I had endeavoured to explain t~ 
him the plan, and after having assured him that I was satisfied as to its correctness; but as 
I am not a professed engineer, no confidence, it seems, was placed in my explanation. 
Though not a professed engineer, I may remark that all -American planter:t.build their own 
gin~houses, and houses of all descriptions, that is, the work is done by the negroes on his 
estate under his direction; and I having built houses at home, it would be lamentable were 
I not able to do so here. But the" misgivings" were quoted with what additions I know 
not, as·1 did not get a copy of the letter, and the consequence wall, the impression was 
created in the mind of the Most Noble the Governor in Council that I was floundering in 
a matter quite beyond my depth; and, for the first time in life, reflections have heen caat 
on1my reputation as a business man by the highest authority in this Presidency. 

15. That I erred in recommending the purchase of the machinery I am convinced, but 
that I did not err in opposing it, Goverilment wilJ find to its cost. I fOUIld I had erred, 
and was aware of the danger of acknowledging it; but, instead of shivering and shrinkin~ 
from that danger, I boldly faced it. I felt it my duty to do so; that duty I feel a prom1 
gratification in having discharged: c.:>nvince me of error, and I shall yield, and humbly ask 
pardon for ,all I have said and done; but believing, as I do, that the machinery cannot 
proye advantageous, I caimot express regret at the course I have pursued in endeavouring 
to stop the purchase of it, and save those I serve from a heavy loss. 

16. The arrival of the suggestion of the President of the :Manchester Commercial 
Association giving so decided a preference to the use of the gins moved oy cattle machinery 
over those moved by hand, supported as it is by the Honourable Court of Directors, the 
Most Noble the Governor in Council, and Dr. ·Wight, is peculiarly fortunate at this parti
cular time, as it extricates me from the dilemma in which it seems I am placed by my 
misfortune in taking a different view of the subject. ·With such an array of the statesmen 
and talented business men on the opposite side, it would be unpardonable temerity on my 
part to persist in urging the correctness of my own views. Therefore, although my judg
ment is not convinced, nor my opinions· changed,. I waive my own views, and unite in the 
common·cause for the public good. I agree with those who have expressed opinions on the 
subject of the improvement of the cotton of this country, in the lDlportance which they 
have attributed to the proceedings adopted by Government. . They have, I' think, not at 
all overrated that importance, nor ascribed to the proceedings an influence, in case of 
success, which does not belong to them; perhaps, however, I dIffer with them in the means 
to be used, and am not now quite so sanguine of success under l1ny circumstances as they 
are who have had no experience in the difficulties attending improvements in this country; , 
yet I consider it absolutely essential that no means be left untried to accomplish the object 
in which so many are interested. But if I may still be allowed an opinion, I would 
remark, that the means to be used for the accomplishment of the object ought to be consi
dered with reference to the charflcter of the people wno are expected to adopt the new mode 
of procedure ail a means of livelihood. 

17. It is evident that it will be more ~atisfactory to the mercha!lts and manufacturers 
who -take an interest in the experiment, to know that both planJ have been fairly tried. The 
President of the Association, who offers his sugO'estions, thinks the" hand-gins should not 
be used until their efficiency has been' more fully proved . ., How is their efficiency to be 
~ed~~~? '-

18. As 

• See letter to the Cbief Secretary, d'ated ~8th August 184/). 
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18. As I am compelled to use the cattle machinery, and think it desirable that the hand
"ins should be used, I repeat the proposition cobtained in my letter of the 12th instant, 
that the cattle machinery be erected at one end of the house, and the hand-gins in the 
other; that by working them in juxtaposition, we may ascertain to a mathematical.demon
stration which is the best. 

19. As my plan of a house has been objected to, I hope Captain Horsley will come out 
here, and ascertain. from personal observation, what the gin is, and then he can frame his 
own plan for the gin-house. . 

20. In conclusion, }lermit me to assure his Lordbmp in Council. that I regret exceedingly 
that my proceedings have not met the approbation of Government, and that ! hope this 
explanation will so far palliate the errors attributed to me, as to insure for me a sufficient 
degree of confidence to enable me to conduct the business in which I am engaged with 
satisfaction to all concerned. I shall attend strictly to the admonition so kindly given in 
reference to "the necessity of well considering and digesting the propositions I have to 
make connected with the experiment before submitting them to Government." I shall not 
only bear this admonition in mind, but shall gladly consult with those in authority as to the 
best plan of procedure. I may be permitted at the same time earnestly to request that 
henceforth those associated with mC'in the business, be good enough and just enough to 
ascertain that I have erred before making their representations to Government on the 
mere supposition that I have. I am sorry, very florry, that I have pursued a course dis
pleasing to Government, but I have no cause to regret any official opinion I have ex
pressed, not official act, except the recommendation of that unfortunate machinery. I shall 
be content to let time show how far I am correct in the views I have pronounced. From 
clear perception in political economy, I have recorded opinions opposed to my interest. 
I wiII do all I can to ptove those opinions erroneous. . 

21. 'Vithout reflecting on others, I respectfully submit this explanation of my course of 
procedure to the consideration of the noble Lord at the head, and the honourable gentle
men associated with him in the Government, with a firm conviction that they will be glad 
to give it their impartial judgment, and detex.:mine the justice and equity of the censure they 
have been pleased to inflict on me. 

. Camp, Aroopoocottah, 29 May 1847. 
(signed) T J. Ftnnie, 

Cotton Planter. 

EXTRACT from a Letter from Mr. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter, to the Acting Collector 
of TinneveIly; dated 12 May 1847. 

3. As we have a house which contains all the gins we 'have here, and as we have 
no place in which to store more seed cotton than they will gin in a reasonable time, we 
shall have am'ple opportunity to deliberate on the plans to be adopted for future opera-
tions. , 

4. The delay in regard to tlle house is of no importance; for, in consequence of the people 
refusing to sell the seed cotton at a reasonable price, or to supply the superior article at any 
price, we are unable to keep the gins I have erected here, employed. I have, on several 
occasions, made arrangements for supplies of cotton according to sample; but when the 
article was brought for delivery, it always proved so inferior, that I was compelled to reject 
it. Time alone can regulate this; the people naturally suppose by my being here, that 
cotton is much enhanced in value, and that I must buy at any price. 

5. I call your attention to the accompanying description of the several plans of gin
houses I have sent to you (written some time ago), and to refer you to previous letters 
for the relative advantages of each. 

6. I think it would be well if Captain Horsley would come out here, where he could see 
what the gins are, and how they require to be driven; whatever plan may be decided on, 
I propose that the cattle machinery, which is now irrevocably purchased, be erected in one 
end of the house, and the hand gins in the other, that we may, by placing them thus in 
juxtaposition, ascertaiu which plan is the most efficient. 

7. The Sllccess of our efforts to supply the improved cotton of this country at remu
nerating prices, depends solely upon the cost at which the improvement is effected. We no 
longer need to try e;xperiments to prove that the ginned cotton is cleaner and in a more 
merchantable condition than the common article supplied by the natives. We all know 
that to effect that improvement at a cost proportionate to the increased value of the 
article, is a desideratum, and I shall be glad if I can aid in accomplishing the object. 

290-Sess.2. 

(True extract) 

(signed) F. B. Elton, Acting Collector. 

II. 
Madras. 
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:EXTRA.CT from a Letter from Mr. T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter, to the Actin", Collector of 
> Tinnevelly, dated 21st May 1847. I:) 

1. I. HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 433, dated 11 th 
instant, enclosinO' a plan- of 11 gin-house, and requesting me to inform you .. if it will be 
suitable for all p~p08es," for which a gin-house is required. 

2. In reply, I beg to state, that the plan is correct according to the sketch I supplied for 
it, and it will answer the purpose of a gin-house, but not for all the purposes in connexlon 
with a gin-house. The appropriate and convenient arrangement of the premises and 
machinery for 4lperations in cotton is, in my humble opinion, 11 desideratum in this cour..try' 
and as there is no great hurry now for the gin-housl;l, it mn.y be well to considet the matte; 
w~ll before deciding upon any plan: with this view, I beg to draw your attention, and 
the attention of the civil engineer, to the relative advantages offered by each of the plans I 
have already supplied to you, which may be thus succinctly summed up. 

3. By the adoption of the plan now under consideration, you must have the machine to 
be driven and the driving power on the same plane, which places the bands and wheel$ much 
in the way; but in the case of the catt~e machinery this may be obviated, by sinkinO' the 
driving power inconveniently below the ground,o1' raisin6 the machines to be driv;n on 
scaffolds inconveniently ~bove the ground; besides, this plan has no extra rooms to be 
used as goduwns for storing the seed cotton. This plan is estimated at rupees ( 1,376. 12.) one 
thousand three hundred and seventy.six, and annas twelve; add to this the cost of erectin .... 
two godowt1s 20 x 20, which the orie;inal plan contains, and which must be built sepa.rate fr 
this plan is adopted; and see hpw tar this falls short of the estimate for the oriO'ina.l plan, 
which was complete in itself. ." 

4. I shall cordia.lly co·operate with you and the Civil Engineer whenever I am required 
to do so. Though no engineer, the building of a simple house, and the erection of simple 
machines for cleaning cotton, are, to me, very plain and simple matters; but it is impo::!sible 
for anyone to conduct business satisfactorily to himself, or those he serves, where severa.l 
others, professedly unacquainted with the details of the work, are at liberty to interfere on all 
occasions. I am sure that all this difficulty in regard to the gin-house has originated from 
the numerous parties who have figured in it taking a different view of the essential practica.l 
arrangements. This misunderstanding I am most anxious to avoid for. the future, and I 
t}link thai if Captain Horsley could come out here, that we might confer together with the 
machines before us;, he would arrive at a correct understanding regarding what is required 
for the gins, and then he could frame a plan of his own, which from him would be above the 
" misgiving" of anyone. 

(True extra9t.) 
(signed) F. B. Elton, 

Acting Collector •• 

DESCRIPTION of PLANS. 

PLAN No.1 is the representation of a house which I proposed to erect, with nn upper 
floor, in the hope of being able to apply the man~allabour to better advantage than hitherto, 
thereby dispensing with the Ceylon machinery. 

The plan shows a house of six rooms, three on the lo\ver and three on the upper floor, 
the four end rooms being 20 x 20, the ,two middle rooms bein.,. 30 x 20 inside. 

The two upper end rooms are appropriated to the gins whlch discharge the cotton into 
the upper centre room, called the" lint room." , 

I llave appropriated the lower centre room for the whee!a and labourer, and reserve the 
two lower end rooms for godowns, or they may be appropriated to the wheels, and the 
centre rooms be used as a godown. I prefer the plan I have adopted in placing the wheels 
in the centre room. 

The wheels and gins are connected by a single band~ which passes th~ugh the wall and 
floor, and connects with the gins from the rear at an angle of about 45 de !!Tees, which plan 
gives tIle gin the compound motion if requires. The saw cylinder and the brush revolves in 
opposite ~rections, the latter with an accelerated motion of about five revolutions to one of 
the former, which is effected by proportioning the size of the cylinder and brush-whirls in that 
ratio. To drive both with one band is a desideratum in this country. The plan I J?ropose 
effects the object completely by the under part of the band passing over the brush-whirl, and 
drives it in the opposite dlrection to that which it ~ives to the cylinder. To prevent the 
friction of the upper and lower sides of the band as it revolves, the upper one passes over 
a sn.all pulley, so placed as not to add materially to the friction. These are the advantages 
I expected from the plan I proposed, and now referred to. In case the machinery proved 
the cheapest process, which I intended to test by my manual labour plan and the Coimbatore 
cattle machinery, the CeyloIt machinery mi~ht then have been ordered and erected at one 
end, as shown in plan N o~. 2. This House (Plan No. I) is estimated by Captain Horsley at 
rupees (2,442. 4.) two thousand four hundred and forty-two, and annas, four. If 8uu-dried 
brick and mud are used, it could be erected for much less. 

By the arrangement of the gins and driving wheels, as above proposed, the bands are not 
at all in the way, but in the other plan it will be seen they are \'Cry much 80. 

Plan No.2 is the 'one proposed, when I found the pther was . too expensive for 
Government. 
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This house is well cdapted to th& cattle mailhinery wheu it is sunk below the ground, 
all shown in the rough sketch of it; but unless it is sunk inconveniently low, or the gins 
raised considerably, the bands will be too short to admit of easy; or exppditious operations. 
The advant,a~e of a reasonable length of band is well. established in scientific m,echanics. 
I know the advantage practically, and have acted upon i: in the erection of the gins which 
are now ready for work, a.nd haTe provided for it in the plan for working the haud-gi.ns 
in the opposite end of this house; but I cannot place the bands out of the way; they 
stretch completely across the room, and inflict the disa~eeable necessity of stoopin~ under 
them; indeed they are much in the way of the labourers lD taking the seed cotton to the gins, 
and then in taking the seed away after they have passed through the gin, and to the ;;uper
intenden~ who has aIJY taste in the arrangement of his business, it is dist/essing to behold; 
but, while iu the discharge of his duty~ to be compelled to twist himself through quickly 
revolving straps of leather, is anything but agreeable to personal comfort. This house 
will cost, if burnt brick and lime are used, twelve hundred rupees (1,200). I have a~reed 
to erect it for one thousand rupees (1,000), if allowed to do it myself. If sun-dried brick 
and mud are used, the cast will be much less. It is double the size essential for the ope-
rations of the Ceylon machinery. , 

Plan No.3 is the" cheap gin-house" I oriO'inally thought of for the Ceylon machinery, 
with the addition of a. packing room. This f will erect for seven hundred rupees (700), 
exclusive of all expenses connected with the erection of the machinery. If it is erected of 
sun-dried brick and mud, the expense will be very trifling. 

All these plans will answer the purposes for which they are respectively intended, but 
in my humble opinion the plan No. 1 is far superior to the others; the additional cost, I think, 
should not reasonably be an insuperable barrier, but I leave the matter to those who can 
see further into the mill-stone than I can. 

(signed) 
Camp, Aroopoocotta, 29 March 1847. 

T. J. Finnie~ 
Cotton Planter. 

Revenue Department.-No. 775. 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consulta.tion, under date 8 July 1847. 

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly : 

Forwarding an original letter from Mr. Finnie, explanatory of his proceedings with respect 
to the purcllase of the Jaffna. machinery, and the erection ofa gin· house at Aroopoocottah, 
and reterring, for the consideration of ~overnment, a plan and estimate for a. gin-house. 

[Here entE'r 7 June 1847, No. 135.] 
REFERRING td the explanation and observations of Mr. Finnie, contained in his commll

nication to,the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 29th May 1847, the Most noble the Governor 
in Council requests that officer will inform Mr. Finnie, that the confidence entertained by 
Government in his zeal and ability continues unimpared, and that his proposition to erect the 
cattle machinery at, one end, and the gin-house andCthe hand-gins at the other, so that the 
relative advantages of the two systems may be fairly tested, is approved. ' 

The Collector will request Captain Hursley tp take an early opportunity of personally 
communicating with Mr. Finnie, and submit a fresh plan and estimate for a gin-house, that 
will include all the conveniences for storing seed, cotton, &c., which Mr. Finnie may con
sider necessary. 

(signed) H. (J. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the Government of Madras to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, dated 18 November (No. 56) 1847. 

11. 
Madras. 

Para 1: WE have the honour to submit copy of further correspondence con- 24 Aug. 1847, 
nected with the experimental cotton fdrms nnder this Presidency, in continuation Nos. 14, 15. 
M our letter, No. 47, dated 3d September 1847. 28 Sept. 1847, 

Nos. 23, ~ 
2. From these papers it will be observed, that we sanctioned the construction 5 Oct. 1847, 

of a gin-llOuse at Sevacashy in the Tinnevelly district, at the estimated cost of Nos. 25,26. 
Rs.2,699. O. 7. 

Revenue Department. 
EXTRACT of a Letter from Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, 

to Sir H. C. Montgomery, Hart., Secretary to Government. Fort St. George; dated 
Coimbatore. 28 July 1847. 

Sir. 
I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit for sanction a bill for Rs. 496. 9. 8. on account 

of an American-built l8-saw saw-gin, purchased for the purpose of being used as a. model in 
the construction of others in our stores. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 3C 2. It 
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2. It will be seen by the accompanying correspondence, that some misunderstanding and 
irregularity has taken place in the arrangement, and that I view the item charging 
Rs. 22. 3. 9. for commission as~hjectionable, on the ground that it is Dot the purchaser but 
the proprietor, who ought to pay the agent's commission. ' 

(No. 945.) 
Revenue Department. 

ExTRACT from the :Minutes of Consultation, under date 23 A.ugust 1847. 
Read the fonowing letter: 

\ From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore. 
Transmits for sanction a. bill of costs for an 18-saw gin purchased, and copies of corre

spondence for information. 
[Here enter 28 July 1847.] 

Para. 1. THE Most noble the Governor in Council sanctions the charge incurred in the 
purchase of an American-built saw-gin, amounting, as reported in the foregoin.,. letter, to 

, Ra.496. 9. 8. (rupees four hundred and ,ninety-six, annas nine, and pies eight. .. 
(signed) H. C. Jfontgomery, 

Secy. to Govt. 

From F. E. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. P. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to report the arrival of the Jaffna machinery, referred to in 

the Extract from the :Minutes of Consultation, under date the 24th April last, and to 
forward for the sanction of Government a. bill of charges incurred on account of freight, 
landing, &c. of the same, amounting to Rs. 102. 7. ' 

2. In addition 'to the price of the machinery, 175l., Mr. whitehouse, from whom it WII.8 

purchased, has sent in the enclosed bill of {:harges for storage, interest, &c., amounting to 
131. 13s. 6d., with the accompanying letter, dated 11th Au~ust 1847, but as the two items, 
storage and interest, are, for reasons detailed by Mi. Finme, in his letter of 30th ultimo, 
herewith enclosed, considered objectionable, I beg to submit them for the final decision of 
Government. 

Tinnevelly, Collector's Office, Courtallum, 
6 September 1847. 

(signed) F. B. Elton, 
Actg. Collector. 

(No. 1056.) 
Revenue Department. 

EXTRACT from the ·Minutes of Consultationf under date 25 Septomber 1847. 

Read the following letter. 
From the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly. Reporting the arrival of the J afl'na machinery. 

and forwarding for sanction II. bill of charges incurred on account of freight, landing, &0., 
amounting'to Rs. 102. 7. 

'[Here enter 6 September 1847, No. .215.} 

Para. 1. ·.mE Most 'Doble the Gov~rnor in Council sanctions the {:har"'cs for freight, 
landing, &c., ,incurred on account of the machinery supplied by l\1r. 'Vhitehouse from 
J afrna, amounting to Rs. 102. 7. (rupees one hundred and two, and annas sel en .• 
, 2. With reference to the char"'es claimed by Mr. Whitehouse in addition to the price of 
the machinery, bis Lordship in Council is not prepared to admit the item for interest, ~o! 
that portion of his bill in which a demand is made by the agents he employed for commie
~ion, warehouse rent, and transport of machinery to their godowns. The charl?es for ~he 
items noted in the margin." amounting in all to 41. 17 s. 6 d., are passed, and the ActlUg 
Collector of Tinnevelly is authorised to adjust the payment of the same, as requested hy 
Mr. "Whitehouse, by a bill on the Accountant-general at Madras, on his giving a receipt in 
full of all demands. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Gonrnment. 

Stowage _ 
Removing and shipping macbinery _ - -
Oiling and cleanir'g sundry, parts berore .shipping 

£. s. tl. 
- 3 It( -

- - 18 -
_ I 6 
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(No. 222.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, • 
WITH reference to the Extract from the Minutes of Consultatio~ dated 8th July last, I 

have the honour to forward plans and estimate for the. erection of a cotton gin-house at 
Sevacausey in .this district, amounting to RL 2,699. O. 1. received from the Civil Engineer of 
this division, for the approval and sanction of Government. The present plan is approved 
of by Mr. Finnie, wtIo has proposed that, for the reasons shown in his letter, dated 12th 
ultimo, it shoqld be erected at Sevacausey, instead of at Aroopoocottah, a proposition which 
I quite concur in. Sevacausey may be considered the chief town connected with the cotton 
trade in Tinnevelly, and is situated in the Government lands, instead of in a zemindary, as 
is the case with Aroopoocottah; it is also more convenient that it is within ~e Tinnevelly 
district, instead of Madura, as Mr. Finnie h¥ always been in more immediate connexion 
with the former than the latter. 

Copies of the Civil Engineer's letter, forwarding the plans and estimate, and_ pf 
Mr. Finnie's, above referred to, are herewith forwarded. 

TinevellJ, Collector's Office, Courtalum, 
15 September 1847. 

(signed) F. B. Elton, 
Acting Collector. 

From Captain W. H. Horsley, Civil Engineer. Eighth Division, t6 F. B. Elton, Esq., 

II. 
Madras. 

• Acting Collector of Tinnevelly. _ ' 
SIr,. ~. . " 17 Jul 18 . 

As requested lD your letter, No. 720,· forwardmg copy of an Extract from the MlDutes 8 Jul y 18 47 
of Consultation, No. 775,t I have the honour to submit herewith fresh plans and estimate of t y, 47· 
Rs. 2,699.7. for a cotton gin-house to be erected at Shevacausey, in the district of Tinne-
velly, drawn up after personal communication with Mr. Finnie, and finally approved of 
by him. 

The building, as now designed, includes all the conveniences for storing seed cotton, and 
for working two sets of gins, one by cattle machinery and the other by hand, so that the 
relative advantages of the two systems may be fairly tested. The arrangement of the 
rooms and the uses to which they are to be applied, are entirely according to Mr. Finnie's 
own wishes. 

The estimate now forwarded does not provide lor the setting up of the machinery, nor 
for the carriage of the same from Tutacoorien to Shevacausey, but solely for the building 
itself. 

Casmajorpurum,l1 September 1847. 
(signed) W. H. Horsley, Captain, 

Civil Engineer, Eighth Division. 

(No. 1005.) 

To F. Jl. EltO'lt, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly. 
Sir, 

THE gin-house which I succeeded in renting at .Aroopoocottah~ subsequently to the 
proposal I made to erect one there, answers the purpose very well The thresher and three 
gins and the driving-wheels are fixed in the house, and ,the rent is only 10 rupees per 
mensem. r have the honour to suggest the propriety of erecting the new gin-house, which 
has been banctioned, at Sevacausey. instead of Aroopoocottah. If the-re was no house at the 
latter placc, I should· still prefer it to the former; hut there is no necessity for two gin
houses at one village; and as the present one answers for Aroopoocottah, and Sevacausey 
being a. Jaro-e cotton mart, through which the new road I!asses, and as the new gin-hol1se 
must be built to accommodate the cattle machinery, I think it desirable to have it erected 
there, that a knowledge of the new mode of cleaning cotton may be more extended. 

If the proposition meets your approbation, I request you will be good enough to 
submit it to Government, if you think it essential to trouble his Lordship in Council with 
the detail arrangements in a matter of this kind. 

Camp, Sencottab, 12 August 1847. 
(signed) T. J. Finnie. 

2g6-Eess. 2. 3 C2 
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Reyenue Dcpartment.-No.'1083 • 

EXTRACT from the Minutes of Consultation under date 4 October 1847. 

Read the' following letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnnevpllv: ' 
Forwarding for sanction of Government plans and estimate for the erection of a cotton gin

house at 8evacausey il} this district, amounting to Rs. 2,699. a. 7 
~ . .,. 

[Here enter 16 September 1847, No. 222.] 

AGREEABLY to the tlpinion communicated in the for.egoing letter, the Most Noble the 
Governor in Council sanctIOns the construction of a gin-house at Sevacausey, ID the Tinne
velly dlst,ict, at the estimated cost of Rs. (2,699. O. 7), two thousand SIX' hundred and 
ninety-nme and pies seven. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery. . -, 
Secretary to Government. 

(No. 67.) 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, to Sir H. C. Montgomer.lJ, Bart., Officiating Chief 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I ,HAVlil the honour to forward from Mr. Finnie the repOit called for by Govern

mellt in their Minutes of' Consultation, under date the 9th instant. 

2. ,With reference 'to late TJUblic meetings of the Calcutta Agricultural Society, at which 
testimony was adduced of the great use and value of a new cotton-cleaning machine (appa
rently a modificatiol) IJ,nd improvement of the native churka, as already tested and approved 
at Calcutta anq Agra), I would beg to suggest the propriety and det.urablenesa ofprocurmg, 
through Gov~rnment, a model fol' thIs dlstnct, where I bhall do my best, in co-operation 
with Mr. Finnie, to turn it to practIcal benefit, and report on its efficiency. 

TinnevelIy, Trichendoor. 
21 Mlirch 1848. 

(signed) E. B. Thomas, Collector. 

From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to E. B. TllOm'as, Esq .• Collector of Tinncvelly. 

Sir, 
I HAVE tne honour to acknowledge your letter, No. 240, nnder date 14th instant, 

enclosiilg an extract from the Minutes of Consultation, requesting a report of my 
proceedmgs. , 

2. To satisfy Government, until I can supply a detailed report,. I beg to submit the 
following remarks. _ 

3. The result of the American: cotton, which I induced the people to plant last year in 
the districts of TmnevHly and Madura, was a complete failure, which was attflbuted to 
want of rain. and the lesult of the operatIOns this crop year is. as complete a failure in 
tIle American cotton, and is attributed by the people to excessive rain. The operations 
bave been ('onducted by the people themselves, at no cost to Government beyond snper
intendence. 

4. I did all 1 could to purchase and gin cotton to carry out the Honourable Court's 
orders, but finding that I could not conduct the bURiness satisfactorily as a merchant, I 
would not conduct it unsatisfactorily as the servant of Government. Had I disregarded 
the interest or my honourable employers, I might have purchased largely and ginned exten
sively, and have seemed to do much and to be zealous, while I should really bave done much 
injury, not only to the cause, but have wasted the publiC money.. I did not purchase, 
b~cause I saw it was a losing business, and could lead to no satIsfactory conclusion. I took 
tIie responsibility of exercising my discretion; I have, however, fortified my~elf w}th very 
strong ramparts If the matter IS looked on commercially. I beg now to submIt offiCially the 
result of one day's ginning operations, with my letter to Me<;srs. Arbuthnol & Co. on the 
subject, and theIr reply; this, I hope, Will be amply sufficient to justify the apparently 
inactive course I have pursupd in ginning operations. 

5. As soon as I r~ceived the Minutes of Consultation, under date 30th Junt" 1847, sao,,", 
tioning the cotton farm at Coultalum, I went there t.> commence operations. The heavy 
burRts Of rain from the south-west monsoon were over before I got there, and I had t<S walt 
for rain, whIch fell on the 10th September, when I commenced cleaning up and planting a 
piece of new land, as well as planting a piece of old land. Though planted too late, the 
American cotton there has done well for this country, and is now producmg a good crop. 
This will explain the items of expendttule under the head of cleaning land, s.c., and the 
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~odown rent is for the gin-house and godown I succeeded in renting at Aroopoocottah 
m which to try the efficiency of the gms, and 1 trust it will meet the approbation of the 
Honourable the Governor in Coupcil. 

6. I may remark that I am sO well satisfied as to the inefficiency of the machine for this 
country, that I am much di"posed to renew my prote$t against Dr. Wight's Ceylon 
machinery, and the houpe whIch. hll;s been orde~ed to be erected for it; but my views on 
that subject are on record, and I refram from saymg more than that the filst loss will be 
the lea<;t. 

7. I am here ready to gin cotton as SOOI.1 as th!, feason opens, and Fhan do (or my 
employers just as I should do for myself; but If more IS expected, I beg that orders may be 
issued, and I will obey them. 

Camp, Aroopoocottah, 
18 March 1848. 

(signed) Thomas James Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

To Messrs. Arbuthnot ~ Co., Madras. 

Gentlemen, 
As you are deeply interested in the Improvement of the cotton of this part of the country, 

and have manifested that interest by: makmg an effort to introduce the gin, I have great 
pJeal'ure in availing of my official pl'ivile:,tc to communicate to you the result of one day's 
ginning operatIOns. The expense of the day's work only IS calcUlated in the statement, and 
the cost of machinery, house, superintendence, &c. &c. is excluded flom th~ account. 

From this statement it appears to me uttelly impracticable to u~e the gin in cleaning 
cotton as a mercantile transaction, and I mamtain, that until we succeed as merchants, we 
really fdil to accomplish the object aimed at, and the only means I see of materiallyalter
ing the result here exhibited is by constructIng machmes that will do more work at less 
expense. 

It may be urged that the trial was on so small a scale as to preclade the possibility of 
collecting data sufficiently accurate to determme what might be done on a. large scale. ;rhe 
work and the expense of the day was conducted and disbursed under my own eye with 
greater ceJelity and economy than the people would observe as our servants, when left to 
themselves, and I have arlived at a most unhappy conclusion, when it is considered that my 
interests depend upon a statement exhibiting success in glaring colours, which conclUSIOn 
is, that the larger the scale of business the greater the loss we must susta.in. However, as 
I 11m not fully aware of all the commercial advantages to be derived from transactions here, 
I submit the statement to you with a view of eliciting your opimon on the subject. 

I make this communication to you overtly, }'et I wish it confined to yourselves; my 
peculiar, and perhaps unfortunate views are well known to Government, but in the plesent 

. state of the public mind, supported as it is by visionary philosophers and dogmatic devotees 
of science, it would be ve\'y unpopular to express publicly at this time the result of my bard
earned ,eAperience aud demonstrative conclUSIon as to the best mode of developing the 
resources of this country. 

Palamcotta, 
26 August 1847. 

Sir, 

To T. J. Fi~lnie, Esq., CourtaUum. 

(signed) T. J. Finllie. 

• WE were favoured in due course with your letter of the 26th ultimo, and we have to 
thank you for communicating the very interesting information it conveys. Reluctant as 
we are to come to the same conclusion which you have aITIved at after so much careful 
investigatIOn, we fear we cannot avoid doing so. \Ve trust, however, that a machme may 
yet be constructed which Will clean the cotton in all equally efficient manner and at less 
cost. 'Ve are quite confident that so long as you are employed in your present situation, 
yonr best exertion will be directed to effect tbis very desilable object. 

Madras, 17 September 1847. (signed) Arbuthnot Sj Co. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT, showing' the Quantity of Seed Cotton cleaned jn a Day by One Tbraaber and 
Three Gins, Two or 25 Saws each and One of 20 Saws; the- Per-centage and Quantity of Clea. 
Cotton fro,!" a given Quantity of Seed Cotton, and the Amount and Pel'-centage of Waate; the 
COBt of Seed Cotton, Cost of separating the Seed from the Fibre, and Total Cost pel' Candy of 
clean Cotton, jn Rupees, and Cost per lb. In English Money. 

~ 
.9 

! 

No.1 

" 8 

25 "I Ii ) 

2li 1I '1 l,iOO 

20 abou' 

" 2 3'10} :11'81 1,280l '15'33 291 J'73 18 1-06 i 0'11 1,700 100 0'06 

1 hour. 

RI. a. p. lb. a. p. R,. a. p. R •• s. p. RI • .. p. RI • .. p. R .. Go P. £ ... 4. 

45 12 - '1 9 6 2 '1 6 65 13 - '1 15 - .7 J' - 6. 9 - - - 3: 

(49') 3"1l1J - : 
, • • 

Camp, Aroopoocottah, (Iigned) T.6mntn J .. _ FI .... ;.. 
28,July 1847. CoUOQ Plantn. , 

From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to E. B. Thomas, E$q., Collector, Tinnevelly. 

Sir, 
IN my report I represented the great importance of having presses to force, the cotton 

into a smaller compass than the people find It possible to do unaided br the mechanic 
powers; and now that I am getting fine clean cotton 1 find the elasticity IS so great t~e 
common cloth in which it is packed IS not strong enough to contain it, and the tearing of 
the cloth, and the exposure of the cotton and the trash it collects, and the lo!'!! sustalOeil, 
has all combined to induce me to invent a simple lress, which; I think, Will answer the 
pUI pose well. I send a rougb sketch of the compoun lever press, and I have the honour to 
reque~t you will be good enough to obtain the sanction of Government to have one con
stluctt:d In the alsena); I would have it done here on my own re!:ponsibility, bnt I have no 
wood and no carpenters nor ~miths. The press is simple and small and the co!'t Will be 
tI ivial, and if it Will answer well It will save the expense of screws such as I contemplated 
when I wrote the report. ' 

... 
2. I hope all practicable celerity will be observed in the transmission and the sanction of 

the press, for I wish to try it on the cotton we are now purchasing. . 

3. The c.ompound lever press, as shown in tbe drawing, consists of two uprights securely 
set in Dlasunry, with a cross-beam at the top, to which is suspended a large moveable beam, 
and which slides on the uprights and is forced down by the levers, acted on by men, if in 

., hu~, 
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haste, or by weights, jf expedition is not required. The box between the ~prights is the 
. receptacle of the loose cotton. The sides of the box are fixtures, but the ends are moveable, 
and consist of pieces of plank, which are taun out as the beam descends between the sides. 
The lower part of the box represents a. pressed bale; the levers are light and moveable; the 
bolts in the updghts act as fulcrums j the beam is dl'awn to its p1ace~ as represented, by 
pulley-blocks. • 

4. The simplicity and portability of the press will, 1 think, suit the people well to 'press 
their bundles of cotton of 120 Ibs. to a much smaller and more convenient compass. 

Camp, Aroopoocotta, 
31 May 1848. 
• 

Camp Aroopoocotta, 
30 May 1848. 

(No. 260.) 
\ 

(signed) 

COMPOl1J1D LEVER CO'l"l'ON PRESS. 

5 Feel. 

Iii i I iii i a 

Scale Ii feet to the inch. 

(signed) 

T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter . 

T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, to the Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter fi'om Mr. Finnie, cotton planter, 

dated 21>th October last. 

2. With reference to Mr. Finnie's 2d and 3d paras., he is now engaged in preparmg a. 
simple press for native USf', which I hope will be found of some benefit. On this and other 
paiuts he has been in personal communication with me, and using his best endeavours to 
carry out the experiments desired and o~ered by Government. 

3. Adlerting to para. 5 of his letter, I have already explained, under date the 9th instant, 
(in my leply to the Extract from the Minutes of Consultcltion, under date the 28th ultimo), 
that 1 inadvertently named the gin, instead of the U gin machinery.~· and that it is now in the 
master attendant's safe custody at Tutaconn; the delay in Its setting lip not being 
Mr. Finnie's fault, but the Impossibility of getting the ~il}oohouse earlier completed. 

I 

4. While constructing the gin-house under the orders of Government, I am constrained to 
repeat, as I have already expressed, my conviclion that the American saw-gin is unsuited to 
Indian cotton; that it cuts and injures the fibre in cleaning; and that the old churka, or 
some modification or adaptation of it, as now tried in Bengal, will alone turn Ol't clean, 
uninjured cotton wool. In this I believe I have Mr. Finnie's concurrence, though Dr .. Wighf 
!'eems still to uphold the saw-gins. . . . 

5. That much dirty cotton does find its way, as Mr. Finnie declares, to market, is doubt
less true; and I fear it will be a work of labour and perseverance to make it otherwise. 
That it is a part of a IC systematic intent," to the extent aSberted by Mr. Finnie, I can hardly 
til ink. 

6. I agree witl! Mr. Finnie in para. 11, that a Government experiment alone will not 
accomplish the objects desired; but that the more of private European capital, skill, and 
enterprise can be included in the work the better. 
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7. In the observations in para. 12 of Mr. Finniets letlE'r I fully concur' cordial co
operation, and frank and free intercourse is necessary and desirable betwe:n all public 
officers; such has been tM course I hdve always aimt'd at with Mr. Fmnie and olhers. If 
I differ on some few p~ints w~th !hat gentleman, I would do .so u~wlllingly afld cautiou'lly, 
as I must do Mr. Fmme the Justice to say, that though holdrng hiS own opinions strono-ly 

·as he has a right to do, I have always found him anXiously deSirous to <:II.rry out the vi~w~ 
and ~ntentions of ,Gover nine nt, S? fd.l' !1s practacable, in this district, and ready to meet me 
cordIally 10. frank and fnelld., diScussion of ~he bes.t means of forwa,rding ~he objE'ct 'of the 
COUlt of DHectO!S and. the Govern~ent, by Improvmg tht: cotton of ranne\'~l\y in every way 
that seems practicable, under the CIrcumstances of the distract. Mr. FlUme was for a time 
laid up with sevele Illness, as explained by him. 

,8. With reference to 15t~ a~d 16th paras., it is notto ~~ supposed that Mr. Fmflie can 
purchase,t=Qtton a~'cheaply m TlOneveHy, under the 'competition 01 the aO"ents and merchants 
at Tutaeorin,u' Dr. Wight may be able at COlmbatore, where there is probably little or no 
compptltion; where Mr. Finme has refrained .from purchasln!!, I believe it has been ,under 
a sound discretlOll, and with a desire to save the GovernmE'nffunds. 

9. In, .. pe~king ~f the iin at Tutacoain, l' find I shou1<l have sai~ "machinery to drive the 
gin ;" , ilut ~~ g,E'neral COIl sent, III all the three Presidencies, seems to con,cur in ao-reeinO' that 
the gin, Js.[)ot su~ted to the Indian cotton, injuring' and cUlting up the staple, and de~t~y,ng 
all length of lib~e, it would s~em, clearly advisa~le to give up ~ot.q gin and all m~chmel'y 
connected WIth It. Mr. Fanme IS Illmself, I tlunk, agamst gmnmO', and only tiles it lQ 

obedience to Government and Dr. Wight's VJews. 0 

TiJl.pevelIy, 11 December 1848. 
(signed) E. B. Thomas, 

Cullector.-

Frum T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to Eo D. Thomas, Esq., Collpclor, Tmnevelly. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honoul' to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 702, under Ilate the 

15th of AJlgust, tcgether With a copy of your Jetters to Government, dated 2d and 5th June, 
and a copy of an,Extlact from the Mmutes of Consultation, No. 814, daled 27th July 1846, 
and also a copy of an extract from a letter from Dr. Wight, dated 21st June 1848. 

2. Halling had the pleasure of a personal conference with YOll on the important l'ubject 
of which these documents respectively treat, it is solely WIth a view of placmg on record, for 
the information of Government, the explanations ll'endered to you personally, and which, 
I hope and believe, wele satisfactory. that I deem a reply t:s'lential. 1 shall endeavour to be 
as brief as the nature of the subject admits. 

3: The measures which you supported, and which have been sanctioned by Government, 
I shall' pass over with the sllnple remark, that in constructmg the presses, I agree With you 
that we must study the simplest plan; and I think I shall be able to give the people some
thing m(j~e suitable than the one represented by the sketch submitted. The thrashers, you 
are perhaps aware, cannot be made up here, nor in this country, Mr. Petrie havin~ tried 
it at Coimbatol'e, but It did not answer well. I recommended both the thrasher and the 
press, in case an agenl'Y was establislled by pri\"ate enterprise. 

4. The people will never purchase ,such things for themselves, and I think that the itine
rant plan YOll propose for the presses "and thrashers will be found I:Ot to an~wer expectlltion. 
The parties, whether Government or individuals, or compantes of mel'chants, desiring im
provement, must furmsh the m'eans of effectmg it; if they change the people's mode, when 
they cease to supply the means, the native will soon relapse into his own mode, and, in my 
humble opIlllon, unless the bllsmess is established on a firm basis by the merchants and 
manufacturers, our efforts are vain. My propo'lition was made with a view of seeiag mE'r-
chants take up and continue that whicli Government can only commence. , 

6. I am glad that" my vi,ews, in reference to the gins, are supported by you. I explained 
to you that the gm which you supposed to be ~'Iymg at Tutacorin useless, and going rapidly 
to decay," IS no other than the cast-iron cattle machinery which is mtended to dnve the 
gins; and as the RIght honolll'able thE' Goveanor in Council calls on me to explain the 
circumstallce, I can only say that the machinery is stored as safdy at Tutacorin as it could 
be anywhele, and that It cannot be erected, and consequently not used, untal the house 
Intended' for its reception is completed; and as the executive is altogether out of my pro
vince,'1 cannot in any degree hasten the construction of the edIfice which is to receive it. 
As the history of this machinery seems to have escaped you, I refer you to the voluminous 
COl respondence regal'dll1g it. 

6. ,,"Ith all deference to your sup(>rior knowledge, experience, and observation, I am con
stlained to reiterate the incontrovertible felct, that the dirty condItion of the cotton shIpped 
from India generally. is the lesult of delIberate "design, and s)stematll!" admixture of 
quahties.* I a~selt thisfl'Om actual knowledge, from observation, and tbe admiSSion of the 

partIes 
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parties who engage in the work. That the agents now at Tutacorin are anxiou~ to secure 
good cotton, and that they purchase" as good as they can get," I admit; but they are com
pletely in the hands of the chitties, and they use no means among the people to inSUl'e a 
clean aJ ticle; and allow me to ask If they succee4 in l'rocuring !luch a quality as the manu
facturers require, or such as is ~xpected from the experiments which h,ave been so extensively, 
and expensively, ancllJberally institu,ted 1 I maintain that they do not, nor is it the neces
sary object of the expol ting llgents to ex~ort a superior article; their object is gain; and if 
a dirty article answers their purpose, ~hich it does, they purchase it, and save their 
exchange, and fulfil Ule orders from their constituents; their object IS effected, and they give 
themselves but little or no lrouble about the quality, furtlIer than to procure as good as 
they can get of that which is taken to the port b'y the chitties, after admuture.· at a 
rate that be:.t suits their purpose. The agents are usually limited to a very low price ill 
consideratIOn of the dirty condItion of the Indian cotton; and if the best article io market can 
be procured for that price they take it, but if not, tbey take " the best they can get at the 
price to which their constituents limit them." There is R. great difficulty m llrocurlDg large 
quantities of the well-cleaned, unmixed article, when there is a demand for the common 
article from the agents through the chitties, for, notwithstanding the price I give, all tbe 
churka-house men, or brokers, who had orders from the chltties, cease c!eaniog cotton fot, 
me, but aot soon as the market' becomes dull tlley recommence cleaning for me on the 
system I have enforced among them; and as long as there is such a demand (or the dirty 
article, we cannot malte rapid pfCJ~reS8 in habituating the people to care and attention to the 
great desideratum, VIZ., freedom from trash and other impurities. ' 

7. I have frequently alluded to the chitties in rather disparaging terms, and I must dO' 
them the justice to say, that since I have become more acquainted witb tbem, I find them 
not only straightforward business men, but men of intelligence and great wealth. I have 
often upbraided them for sending such dil ty cottoo to the Europe.tn -agents,' and their in· 
variable anflwer is, that if the), are paid for a good article they will dehver it, but that the 
agency hOllsefl in Madras and Ceylon screw them to the lowest pot-sible price, and they are 
compelled, ill self defence, to !lIve an article 10 suit the price they receive'; and they do not 
heSitate to acknowledge that that article is made by the due admixture of qualities. These 
ar~ facts as demonstlative as t~at 2 X 2 = 4; and I challenge contradlctlOll. 

'8, I shall place befOie Government ".full details as to prices, quality and quantity, &c.," as 
-soon as a shipment is made to enable me to procUi e the essenti.ll data m reference to pl'essinO' 
and shipping char~es. '" 

9. I certainly never intended to assert that there is not a market for Tinnevelly cotton, 
for. 10 my report of the 26th January 1846, I represented the existence of a market to the 
extent of rupees (25,00,000) twenty-five lacs. That there is a market, and that cotton finds 
a ready sale I am well aware, and, I am fully informed of the quantity and quality of the 
cotton shipped to England, but that does not in the least n:.ilitate agamst my argument; 
what I have said on the subject was written advisedly, aod I must maintam the correctness 
of my reports until facts are placed before me that will convince me of error; then~ an,d nOL 
till then, can I yield., I feel bure that the premises which serve as the basis of my remarks 
are in the mam correct; however imperfectly I may have drawn the conclusion, I still 
maintain that there is no abiding market for well-cleaned cotton. The people are not 
encouraged ~o take that care which the intrlDsic val,ue of the article deserves, for they find 
that they cannot realise a prICe for the, superior qualities in proportion to the trouble and 
expense incurred in preparmg it, and they find it more advantageous to prepare and sell the 
dirty article than the finer qualities, and they consequently attend .almtlst exclusively to 
the former. There is a difference in qualities I know, but. that the best usu8.l1y shipped trom 
the district is not as good as it might be made is a well established fact with all engaged in 
the busmess. 

10. I quite concur with you that the gro~vth of bettel' kinds of COttOH, and care in clean
liness, &c., ale the mam pomts, and the very pOints i have ever aimed at, and I am glad to 
hear that the very plan I have recommended and urged for seven years has be ell adopted by 
a highly respeclable firm, viz., encouraging the ryots themselves to cultivate. I wish the 
enterprise success; but "light waste land" is nOl that which a planter would have selected 
for tbe purpose, whatever a merchant may do. ' " 

11. 'Vhat I meant by the co-operation and organised system is, simply that until private 
cap!talists engage heartily in the cause of improvement, and enc"urage the people to clean 
the cotton propElly, the improvement will never be effected. Let Government, alone, do what 
it Will, and e:\peud as much money as it can affold; as soon as it abandons the enterplise, 
not a ves.£ige of' the effolts made Will be pcrceptlble n ye<lr aftelwards, but if the merchants 
and lI!amifactulers of England Will now second the efi'OIts made by Government, tbe people,. 
wbose intelests it iii to attend to cleaning cotton, will soon fall into the desired mode of 
dolO;; the work. I should be glad to see Government ill a pOSition to cease all operations in 
the matter, and it has been my object to induce private enterplise Lo engage in the business, 

that 

, 
• The mixing is done by the brokers, who are screwed by the chitties, 8S the chittills are by the 

agents, to keep even with the limits fixed by the constituents of the latter. 
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that Government}!onnexion with it ~ight ceas~ as soon a'S possible, but the apatlly mani
fested on the subject hy EUl"opf'ans IS astomshmg. To urge Government to -measure<; in 
which they will take no part seems to be the prinCiple ~ded on. Let the manufacturelS and 
merchants 01 Engl~rid employ their own agents to supply them ",Ith ,",ucb cottOIl ao; they 
require, and the tide of jnlprovem~nt would soon spread over the country, and to save them 
from risk, at filst 1 will glddly fulfil their .erden free of the usual cOO1mi$slon as 10nD' a" I am 
,pald.by 90vcrnUlent, for I am .tired of dqmg nothin~, which I may SdY of the hUle work 
required by Go,ernment; I am well paid, and If 1- a111 well employed I ,hall b~ con
tent' and happy ,here. My humhle opiuion'is, that tile province of Gove'rnment i. melely 
to pfm'e the thing practicable. and dum say to those who have ur~t'd, and continue to ur0'6 

exte~sive operatIOn,s for th~ improve~ent of cott?ri, "Now. gentlemen, we have "ho",n y~~ 
the way. and we are still wlll!ng to duect you aright pr~paratory to leavmg you to the full 
dev~lopment of the plans which have proved successful; and the means by which su('cesa 
IS aftalllable is suffiCiently eVident to m'e. and If the merchants lind maraut:tcturels WIll not 
then engage m th~ business and etr.coura~e t~e people to Improve their cotton, they can have 
no further complamt, and all operatlOqs lB <:otton as Ii' Government measure !!hould cease 
as a u'.Ieless expendIture of money. 1 make these remarks In candour and f.lirne'Ss. 

12. My plaps ill cleaning* and planting ,cotton are bem~ developed to my entire satisfdC
tion. as it regards the former, and as welt as the climate Will admit In referen<'e to the latter, 
at but l~ttl,e expense to Government, and I trust I shall be able to pUlsue my course "ntil 
I can decide to the satIsfactIon ,of the world the practicability or otherwl~e of Ihe experi .. 
ment in which so many prnnary interests are involved. I re~uire and !wlicit YOlll' powerful 
aid, but let nle earnestly request that before you represent to Governmf'nt your dll,sent 1,0m 
the vlews-l express, vou will kindly ascertam how far 'We relilly diffel' after a careful analYSIS 
of the spirit of our lettet's respectively. I cannot find that we dIffer on any matErIal point, 
and the little difference ml~ht well be t"onceded by either Without afiectlllg In the least the 
welfdfe of the husiness, The cotton is not MW what we Wish It to be, and whether jl is 
from "'deSign" or accident the remit is the same; we must find out th~ error, and correct 
it. It] at any time seem to disregard the opmions of fJthers, 1 trust you will believe It is 
not froiU an overweening estimate of my own on a slight and superficial view or the 
llubject, but after years ot study among the ryots in the cotton 'fields and chulka housel!. 
I do not pletenti to ,say that the conclUSIOn at which I have arrived IS infdllible, and all that 
I ask to 'induce tne to' yield to the superIOr abilities "and judgment of othel's III a conViction 
of error. I shall be happy to'<'oosult with you at all times and on \1.11 occa&lons on matters 
,of importance, and I hopf' I shall ever find from YOll that cordIal Co-opl!l"ation which is 
essential to succeSb, as well as conducive to the mutual good understanding and consequent 
happin~ss of the parties engaged in any busmess; I hope you will viSit the scene of my 
operatIOns and observe for yourself, and' for the information of Government, the mode I 
have adopted _for the effectual trial and .declsion of the experiment whIch has beuD so 
long In operation, with SQ little satisfaction ID the general results. 

13. You are aware that the delay in sending this letter is in consequence of a severe 
attack of Illness. . _ 

14. Permlt'me now to make some remarks on 
and at 'the lisk of prolixity 1 must f'llter upon Ii 

eonnected with my operatIOns. _ 

the extract from Dr. Wight's letter, 
minute history- of the circumstances 

15. As' is remarked in the Minutes of Consultation, I was instructed to afford Dr. Wight 
all the aiil I coujd, and 1 have done so to the pest of my abihty, with the means I bad 
at my command, III 1846,1 received three small gins between May and the beginnmg 
of August, in the midst of the cotton-cleaning season; the machines were, available, b?t 
not a house ill whIch tl) erect them, and of course I could afford Dr. Wight no aid 1n 
ginnjn~ cotton. Besides, my object was t(J induce the 'people to. engage ill the business, 
8,t.d two, zemindara were induced to take gins, and I erected them temporarily in houses 
not at all adapted for the purpose. I hoped the zemindars would clean their cotton in 
that way, and I agreed to take it at a fair rate. But on trial the gin~ were iou'ld II() 

expensive~ that they did 'not use them ~o any exteat, and nothing was done in that 
season to .aid ,Dr. Wight iu girininlY; I, however, marched about the countl'y, and became 
acqualOted Wlfl\ Itl> reSOUlces and ;ants, and believing as I do, that to s~ccee(t we must 
WO! k cheaply, I tried to find a 'native house in whIch to erect the gills for the next 
season, but not one was avaIlable. I then PI'opo'1ed to erect a cheap one t Ilt this 
place, but there were so many to _ be consulted, all of whom dtffered in opinion, and "0 

much c(.trespondellce was essential in Sl) SImple a matter, that the time pdssed, and no 
house was elected; but before the commencement of the cotton seaSOIl (If 1847, I had 
bel'om~ more acquainted with the people of thii place, and I> succeeded in procuring 
the only house here that was. at all .suitable for the erection of the gins, and that 
required alterations which 1- effected. and erected the gins, and was prepared at the 
<!omm~nceqJ.ent of ~he t:otton se<l"on to work them vignrously. ]Jut found. It ltl,poss,ble 
,to prol'ure good 'sepd cotton at all, and the inferior at a very high and rUll~ous rale, lhe 

, ~~ 

, I do not mean ginning, though that is going on vigorollsly. 
t See my Jetter, dated 1st December 184~. 
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people supposing that I should be compelll!d to yield to Iheir demands rather than remain 
here on heavy expenses doing nothmg; but I took a stand and would not yield, and in 
August 1847, after purchasing only a few hundred rupees' worth of cotton I shut up the 
gin-house and len the place, hopmg that the holders of the cOlton would induce me to return, 
by consenting to take a reasonable price for the seed cotton, but they did not yield, and but 
httle J!inmng was done in 1847. If I erred in .not purchaSing, I alone am responsible, for 
I had money in my hands, and was uncontrolled. It, required all my firmness to resist 
purchasing, but my sense of fight and wrong prevailed over the cclat 1 might acquire by 
making ~ prodigiOUS effort to a~d a couple ot hundred bales to Dr. ,Wight's stock of ~ned 
cotton, which I must have obtamed at a rate that would effectually have prevented future 
operatIOns On mf'lcantile pl'inclples, With due regard to the profit and loss account. 

16. The same scheme on the pal l' of the people was tried at tbe commencement of thiS 
Sea\lOIl, and up tf) the of July I was unable to keel~ the gms at wOlk, and findinO' that 
large purchases of tIle churka-cleaned article was Dot required bv Government I I~'rt the 
place for TinneveIly, which had the effect of supplymg the gins wit4 c_otton, and they have 
been kept cont'tantly running ever smce the 12th July un del' the f>.uperintendence of the 
writer, a Dalvanaigum chitty, to whom I give great credIt for the manner in which he llas 
conductf'd the business. The seed cotton now continues to come in sufficient quantity to 
keep the gins gOIng, and a quantity of good churka-cleaned cotton has bef'n received from 
those who had undertaken to clean it, and I shall, in compliance with the instructIons con
tamed In the Minute of Consultation, communicate to Dr. Wight the extent of the aId I can 
render him in supplying the cotton ordered for shipment to England. 

1'. I have entered minutely into the causes which have prevented me from aiding Dr. 
Wight as much as he and the Government seem to expect, and I hope the explanation WIll 
be satisfactory to Government. 

18. Dr. Wight remarks that the Honourable Court's orders were, in the first place, dis
tinctly limited to gm-c1eaned cbtt~nJ and therefOi e It he infers diat the Indian Government 
is not authorised to send churka-cIeaned cotton purchased in the local markets;" be that as 
it may, the shaft aimed at my proceedings falls harmless to the ground, for the churka
cleaned cotton which I have procured was" not purchased in the local markets/' but cleaned 
by the churka peo~le under my own superintendence, and that pf my establIshment. The 
cotton was of preCIsely the same quality as thaLwhic~ I was ginning, and where is the dif
ference of employmg the people who have the houses and all the conveniences for the work~ 
01 duing it myself with hired labour, ~ithout a single house or Hnyone of the conveniences 
essential to the performance of the work? The difference is, tbat the filst is accomphshtld 
with facility, and the latter is wholly impracticrlble. Can a merc,bant build churka houses 
alld'purchase seed cotton, and sllperintelld the cleaning pf it'at a profit 1 I assert that he 
cannot. 'Can a merchant by sach a course procare the artil'le In sufficient quantity to carry 
on trade 1 He cannot. Can any body but a powerful Government, with unlimited resources 
and regardless of'loss, and a' Hindoo whose expenses are limited to a few annas a day, and 
who is content with very sman profits, engage in such a tediOUS process 1 I assert that no 
one else can. Where then is the bE-nefit, the practical and scientific utility of such a course 
of plOcedul'e on the part of the former when the .latter is at' hand, and only requires en
coura~ement from the merchants and manufacturel's to pelfol"m the work over the length and 
breadth of the land.' . 

AI'()opoocptta, 25 October 1848. 

(No. 33.) 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, 
Cotton Planter. 

From J.'. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq •• 9hief Secretary to 
, Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, , 
Para. 1. I HAVE the 11Onour to forwal'!l for the consideration and orders of Government 

the enclosed original letter froIn :Mr. Finnie, cotton planter, pointmg out the necessity of 
procuring 10 good pairs of bullocks for keeping the cotton-ginning machinery regularly at 
w~ r 

2. I take this opportunity of stating- that the gin-house, at Shevacausey, is progressing 
well; and likely to be soon completed, and that, at Mr. Finnie's request, I am now making 
arrangemenb to have the machinery, purchased by Government at J affna, removed from 
l'utacodn to Shevacausey. . 

3. I beg to suggest, if Mr. Finnie's proposition is approved of, whether the bullocks had 
not belter- be directed to be furnished through the Comn..issariat Department, whereby weU
trained draught cattle lIkely to answer the purpose, might be at once procured, and a heavy 
outlay, estimated at 700 rupees as per margin,· avoided, for an employment ofa temporary 
nature. 

(signed) F. B. Elto1', 
TmneveUy,8 February 1849. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 
• Ten pairs of bullocks at 70 rupees each, 700 rupees. 

3 D 2 

Actmg Collector. 

II. 
Madras. 
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(No. 174:) 

T.~ J. Fi",nie, Esq., ~Cotton PlanJer, to F. B., Eltvn" Esq., Acting, Collector, 
Tmnevelly. ' . , , 

from 

Sir, 
Wl'l;H l'~ference to, the~jnutes of Consultation, ,No •. 14, ,date<1.2n~ January_l have the 

honour to mform you tha~ 111 order to carry out the experiment. of gmnmg cotton with cattle 
as well as manual labour, 10 .good pair of b.ullock$ WIll be required to keep.,the machinery 
regularly at work. FO!lr pair work at a tIme, and they are changed every thrl;e or four 
hours, and we must have some extra bullocks to relieve die si('k, the ill-trained. 

, \ 

2. We cannot depend upon hiring bullocks for the purpose; the people have use for thei,r 
cattl{!. and could nat hire them to us regularly, and as the work is peculiar the cattle must 
be Moken to it, and if we attempt to hir~ them we shall not always be able to get the same 
and we shall cOll'ltantly bave unbrQken animals that will retard the work. ' 

3. I beg rf's~ectfully to remind Governmel!t tha~ I pointed out all tb~c;t> continf,!encies 
lon~ ago, and tried, my best,to save my ,elllplo~ers from a ht>avv expense 10 the machinery 
and its e.sential concomlt.mts; but my propositIon being'overruled by the influence or others: 
a heavy and ~seless expenditure is entailed 011 the COttOIl expeliment under my mar&agement. 

4. If I cali aid' you in procuring the bullocks I sb~ll be happy to do' so. 

~r90poocotta, 2 }<'ebruary 184~. 
(signed) 7'. J. Fil/nit, ' 

Cotton Planter. 

RevenuE' Department.-(Nb. '2 i 1.5 . 
'EXTRACT from th~ :Mi~utes 'of C6nsul14tion, under date the'27~h Febru\lry 1849. 

Rell-d the .foilowing letter ~ ~ 
'Forwarding, 'for the orders of Govel'nmE'nt, the enciosed orlginn11etter from M't. Finnie, 

cotton planter, pointing out thenecessjty of procuring 10 good paIrs ofbullorks, for keepinO" 
the cotton-ginning machinery tegulll;rJy at wode, 0 

IHere enter 8th P~ruary 1l:!49, No. 33.) 

The Government havmg in, Extl'ac,t Minnte of Consultation, 8th July 1847, resolved to 
adopt Mr. Finnie's propnsltiol~ to' erect cattle machinery at one end of the gin-house, at:ld 
have gins at the other, so that the~ relative advantages of the, two' 'ystem't be faIrly tested, 
and Yr. P,innie having now, stated ,tha~ he requires cattle, in order to carry out the expeflmeltt 
at At:oopoorottah, where it, is. presumed the ,ue\\' gin·bouse IS,nearIY'completed, and having 
expresse,d doubt~ of being able to make the hired bullOCkS of "the country available, the 
.Governor in CounCil r~solves to dilect the Commm-ary-general, to whom copIes of the 
Colll;C(lor and Mr. F'innie's letters will he sent, to place temp{''l'alily at the disposal of the 
Collector of Tinneve!ly"for employment at Aroopoocottah, 10 good pairs of bullocks, with 
dri;vers, as th!! G~ver.nment tlunk it inexpedient to incur the expense 01' purchasing fre~h 
<,:attle for thiS express purpose. ' 

Mr. FlIlnle WIll report, through t,he Collector of Tinnevelly, tile progress Ofllis experiments, 
and WIll charge in hIS accounts any expense attending the keep and cal'e of the commissariat 
bullocks. 

(signed) . H. C. Montgomery, 
, Secretary.to Government. 

(No. ,61.) 

From Colonel A. TuUoch, C.B" Commissary-General, to J. F. Thomas, Eo;q., Chief Secretary 
, , to Gov~rnment, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
WITH 'reference. to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, I have ·the honour to state, 

for the information of the Right Honourable th.e Guvel'Oor in Council, that 20 draught 
bullocks of the Public Department were despatched flom Hoonsoor to Tmnevelly on the 4th 
instant, for the purpose ot bemg placed temporalily at the di!'posal of the Collector of that 
'district~ for employment u!ld,er the Cott;on Planter at Ar~opoocottah. 

Commi!:>sary-General's Office, Madr;;-
24 April )849. 

(signed) A. Tullocll, Colonel. 
Commissary-General. 
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(No. 189.) 

From C. J. Bird, Esq., Acting Collector, to tlle Secretal'y to Government, Forf St. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to para. 2 of the Extracffrom the Minutes of Consultation, under date 

3 September 1849, No. 83,9, ~ have the ~onour to enClose <:<,py of a report dated l~th 
instant, furnished,by Mr. FInnie, on the subject of the comparative advantages of cotton-gIns 
worked by cattle and by hand. 

Tinnevelly, Poodoocoody. 
16 September 1849. 

(No. 17.) 

_ I have, &c. 
(signed) C. J. Bird; 

Acting Collector. 

From T. J. Finnie', Esq., Cotton PIllnter, to C. J. Bird, Esq., Acting Collector, Tinnevelly. 

ffi~ , 
1 HAVE the honour to ackllowledge the receipt of your let~er, No. 1132,dated 8th instant, 

.enclosing Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 24th ultimo, talling for a report 
on the result of wDlking Ihe gi!}s in juxtaposition, mall,llallabour versus cattle power. 

2. The gins that are moved by hand have not been erected at Sevacasuey, in the oppo
site end of the e:in-house to that occupied by the cattle machinery, for reasons that will 
be mamJested flOm the perusal of the a<!companying correspondence between Dr. Wight 
and myself on the subject. It. was no part of my plan to break up the establishment I had 
eYot up at Aroopoocotta, but rather t(1 keep that, and erect other gins /1t Sevacasuey, that the 
two great cotton marts of this part of the country might have the benefit IIf a full and fair 
trial in ginning cotton. 1 applied for the hand-gillS, but thp.y were not sent to mp.; if tJ1ey 
11ad arrived, I should have taken pleasure in :fixing them in their pla('e!l, and have had the 
I:'atisfaction- of leavmg the gm-bouse in complete wOl'king order in botll'places. I trust 
1 hav\;! given satisfactory reasons for the i~c~m~pletenes,~ of the plan, as Oligmal!y contem
plated by rpe. 

3. I can give the relative costs of each plaIl of separating the seed'" from the fibre, and 
I subjoin a table which wi~l ~how Government ~hat ,the hand-gin, even by contract, is more 
expensive, exclUSive of orlgmal outlay, weal' and tear, &c" than the churka. and that the 
cattle machinery. as nece$sarlly conducte<\ by- Government' or merchants, is much more 
expensive than the hand-gin, and if the calculation was made tor the whole year, the cattle 
machinery will be found infinitely more cxpensiye. for the eattle and drivers must be kept up 
eonstantly, though no wOlk i3 going on. If the people would adopt the plan, and use their 
bullocks to make t the crop. and then to separate the seed froIn it, they woulll make it 
lesa expensive, but,then tile capital invested in the establishment would be enough, to 
require the whole fortune of seieral cotton dealers. I shall not lepeat the arguments so 

- otten advanct'd, to sh9w that the gin is a. fallacy; but I must here bear my humble te.;timonyp 
1hat all that Govel'llment can do, has been done to improve the cotton of this part of the 
country ",here the climate is unsuited to the American cotton, and the American gin is 
unsuited to the constitution of the people of this country. But I Tepeat that there is a large 
extent qf country in ,Hel' Britannic Majesty's dominions that will produce the American 
colton well. but th~s is not th~ place to dwell on t.he subject. 

4. I may here remark, that I think where a merchant bas to keep up an establishment, at 
any rate to attend to the cotton brancb of this business, he might take the ginning establish
ment~ in hand without payment, and might succeed in time in inducing the people to resort 
to that mode of separatmg the seed from the cotton, that he (the mel chant) might r~quire; 
but the work must be left in the hands of the people.. But I think that the same efforts to 
insure cleanness by the means already in the hands of the people, would prove more 
eff'edual. 

1 have, &c. 
11 September 1849. (signed) T. J. Fillnie, 

Colton Planter. 

" 

EPRACT from my tetter to Surgeon. R. Wi9ht~ dated 2 February 1849. 
• ' • I 

"I HA.VE the honour to request you will be good enough to di .. patcll the gins, intended for 
'tlle new gin-house at Sevacasuey, to that place as soon as practicable." 

• Cost to separate the, seed from a candy bl cleaned cotton. Hand-gin by hired labour, 
Rs,10.3. 10.; hand·gin, by contract, Rs,6. U. 4.; cattle machinery', Rs. 8. 13. 6.; churkn, 
Rs.4, H.8. 

'296-:- Sess. 2. 3 D 3 

II. 
Madru_ 



II.: 
Madras. 
--. 
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ExtRACT from a Letter from SUlgeon R. Wig/It to me', dated 8 Februarv 1'849. 
, , . 

,CC I HAVE the. h~nour to ackn~wledge the receIpt oryaur letter of 2d instant, requesting me 
to send the two ginS for your gIn-house as speedIly as practtcable. They still require to be 
painted, whIch wtlltake up about a week. 1n the interval, have the goodness to let me 
know whether'the house IS actually ready for their reception, or' that you reqUIre them with 
reference to their measurement~, If the former, I could send along with them, if re
quired, a passably good carpenter, who has been long In our service, to assist you in settinO' 
them and seeing that they work the sa~e as they have done here: in "ase the house i~ 
not ready, but measurell:1ents requIred, the follOWing are the dimenSions," 

El'l'RACT from my Letter to Surgeon R. Wight, dated Aroopoocotta, 13 February 1849. 

" I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of youI'lettel' of the 8th instant. 
"The gin-house -is not actually ready for the receptIon of the gins, and I applied for them 

to give·you time to make your analJgements for their dispatch at your convellJence. 
" 1 was under the Impression that YOll \Vele also to supply three small glOS to be worked 

by manual labour. It seems from your letter under reply, that you have only prepared the 
two intended to be worked by the, cattle machinery. Am I to break up the O'mning esta
blishment here and remove the gins to Sevacasuey, and erect them there? I think it would 
be better to 'allow these to remam lJere, and put others Klto the new house, If you have 
th~m leady, 01' caQ get them ready dW'lOg the next th.'ee months, for the people will not 
sf'll their seed cotton till about that time. To break up here now and remove to a new 
place, Will in effect undo all that we 'have commenced here." 

EXTRACT flOm a Letter from Surgeon R. Wig/It to me, dated 19 February 1849. 
• < 

, ." I HAVli, the honour to acknowledge the re(!eipt of your letter of, the 13th lOstant. I 
belteve I shall find no difficulty in supplying you with the threp. band-gins you require for 
Sevacasuey withm the bme you, mentioned, so that thete ean be no necessity .for breaking 
Up your present establishment so long as you can keep theIfl; both going." 

(True extract.) 

(signed) T.J. Fmnle, 
Co~ton Planter, 

, 'COpy of my Letter to Surg~oll R. Wight, da~d Aroopoocotta, 2 APlil1849. 

WITH reference to the last para. of your letter, dated 19 February, I have tile honour to. 
, inform Y9u that 1 am now ready for the gins, and havin~ addressed you a note ti'om 'Oolun

doorpett, mentioning the 1st of AprIl as the time I sh<?uld be.at my statIon, I hope the gins,., 
and artificer and carpenter whom ynu kindly en~aged to assist me are near at 4and, and 
I doubt not that they will all arrive in due time. I shall proceed to Sevacasuey in a few 
days. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) T. J. FiAT/ie, 

Cotton Planter. 

EXTRACT from ~ Letter from Surgeon R. Wight. to me, dated Coimbat~re, 28 March 1849. 

14 I HAVE the honou~ t() ,inform you of the dispatch th!s day oftbree Government 'c~lft8 with 
two 60-saw saw gins, and two flues, in charge of the man mentioned in the margin, to be 
del ivered at Sevacasuey." 

(True extract.) 
(signeq) T. J. Finllie, 

Cotton Planter. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to Sir H. C. 
Montgomery, Bart., Se.cretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, , 
, WITH' reference to P!Jl'a. '9 of'Minutes of Consultation, No. 8~4, under date, 27th. ]n!Y 

.1848, I have the honour to I.'lubjoin extracts from' a letter jUi>~ recelVed frOID; M.r. FIllOle, 10 
reply to one from myself, reminding hIm that he had not furOlsbed the mformation ordered •. 

\ 2. It appears from 'his letter, that the cause qf the "'Am~rican gin" still remainmg in 
-Tutacorin, does not l'est with Mr. Finnie, but is, solely att~lbutahle, to the exe~utlye de
partment oftbe dIStrict failing to provide the accommodation reqUired for setting up the 

I ~acbil)p'ry. 
So 
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So far all matters have yet gone, it 'would appear no harm has been done, as I learn 
-from an official communication from Mr. Finnie, that up to the 23d August 1848 he had 
only purchased about 600 rupeef wortl~ of cottoo, n~d grown none •. .But now he, infor~s 
me he is enahlen to procure (!ottoo to keep both blS gills and churkaa at work, m whICh 
case it seems de~irable to run up a house for its reception. The gins to be worked bv 
it have long been ready, and are lumbe~m~ us. I have not now the pIau before me, but 
judITing from the fact that the roof is really the essential part of the structure, and tb~t 
,the°walls may be coostructed in any way mo!;t convenient, this might, 1 think, be soon 
accomplished. 

4. I am now "imply to save the cost of carrying seed cotton to the gin~house :'0 be ginned, 
aQd the seed back to tile farms ior sowing. erectmg temporary gin-huts on the farms. 
These of a size fitted for the reception of two small band-gins, bruIt of eaJ-th, thatched, and 
the roof lined with cloth, cost about 30 rupees, and will, I expect, save on a moderate 
crop from 60 to 80 bandy trips of full 20 miles each over in many parts very bad roads, 
causing a very heavy charge for tear and wear of cattle and carts. \ 

5. A house might, I think, be constructpd for the ~achinery in question of a so~ewhat 
more permanent description than my gin-huts; but stIll not costIy~ and quite as effiCient (or 
actual lise as our large and costly gin-hoDse in Coimbatore. 

(signed) 
Coimbatore,3 November 1848. 

Robt. Wight, Surgeon, 
Supermtendent Cotton Farms. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from T, J. Fil/nie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to Surgeon R. Wight, Super
mtendent CoUon Farms, COlmbatore; dated Aroopoocotta,.26 October 1848. 

Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyollI' Jetter, dated 17tb Octo
b~r, 1848, and beg lD reply to assure vou that it hds not been from a disregard to the OIders 
of Government tbat J llave not afforded the mformation which the Minute ,of Consultation 
you quote directed me to supply to you; but froUl inability to do so when I first recelvpd it, 
because I was absent from my office. and subsequently on my arrival here flOm a severe 
attack of illness, from which I have just recovered sufficiently to return to my duty, and as 
soon as possible I shall supply you With the infOimation required. 

Para. 4. In reference to t11e 9th para. of the'Mmutes (If Oonsuitation, I can only r~mark 
that "'the American gin wbic'h IS represented by Mr. Thl)mas's letter 10 be lying in pieces at 

"Tutacorin useless ever smce It was purchased, and rapidly going to decay," is no more 
nor less· than the celebrated Ceylon machinery. rhich is stored as safely at Tutacorin as it 
can be anywhere,' and which must remain useless, until the e:t.ecutive ert'cts the house 
for its reception. 1 hope this explanation will be sattstilCtory to you. 

(signed), 

(No. 1305.) 

T. J. Fwnic, 
potton Planter. 

RESOLVED, that tbe Collector of TinneveUy be requested to report immediately what 
'progress has been made'in the erection orthe gin-house at Sevacausey, for which Rs.2,699. o. 7. 
was sanctioned, under date the 4th October 1847, Ilnd to state further the cause of delay 
,in its completion. and whether the machine referted to by Dr. WIght is in good pl'eserva
tion; likewise what ~e~ns have been t~ken for its safe keeping. 

Fort St. George, 28 November 1848. 

(No. 259.) 

(signedj H. C. l'Jolltgomer!l, 
Secretary to Government. 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector, to Sir H. C. lIontgomery, Bart., Secretary to 
Government, Fort St, George. -

Sir,. . 
Para. 1. ,WITH reference tl} the Rel>olution of Government annexed to.the Extract from 

the Minutes of Con$ultatioll, under date the 28th ultimo, I have the, honour to report for 
the information of Goverllment, that the gm, or as I should mOle properly have called it in 
my former letter of 2d J nne last, the gin machinery (by w~ich it is driven), is now in safe 
keeping, and in better order than I anticipated when 1 before saw It; it then appeared to 
me in a had state. It has since been oiled, cleaned, and taken care of by Mr. Ctawford, 
,the master attendant, at Mr., FinnIe';;: request, at Tuta-corin, where I have just seen 1t. • 

2g6-Sess. 2. 3 D 4 2. The 
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'2. The delay in the completion of the'gin-house at Sht>vacausey, has been owin'" entirely 
to the diffitu1ty of procuring timber, Shevacausey being, distant from the hills, and involvinN' 

,coosidelable cost of carriagt:. Seyeral a~tempts have been made by the C.yil Engineer and 
myself to enter Into contracts wIth val'lolJs wood merchants; the last, after receivin'" 600 
rupees advance, and procra~tinating several months, eventually supplied such bad t~mber 
that it was 'unfit for a petmanent public' building, was obliged to be rejected by the Civil 
Engineer, and the 500 rupees collected again from tbe merchant; good timber has become 
scarce and dearer in TlOnevelly;especiaUy since the means taken to check. its unrestncted 
cuttings. , - -

3; The timber )Nas at last procured with difficult),. The building is now progrrssinO', and 
will be ready, 1 confidently hope, by the time it is reouired for gmning the cominO' ~otton 
Crll.jJ. The walls are up, with door and window frames; to nearly their full heieht, the cross 
beams anq roof being the chief work, l·emainmg. ~ 

'1 , " ' 

4. Seve.ral .oth~J; l~rge buildings being ~t the same time in conrse of construction, and 
timber very scarce in Tinnevelly, have also concurred to increase the difficulty and deJal in 
completmg the gin-hou:!e. 

TinnevelIy,9 Decembei"iS48. 
E. B. 7'homas, Collector. 

• i 

. Revenue Departme~t, No. 14. 

EXTRA.CT 'from th~ :1\,finutes of Consult ali on, under date '2 January 1849. 

Read the following letters from the Collector of rTinnevelly: 

ltlere enter 9th and Uth Dtlcember 1848, 'Nos. 259 and 260.] . , , 

TilE Right Honourable Ille G~)Vernor ill', Councillearlls from the foreg;oing letters that the 
.Apierican saw-gin, purchased at 'J affna in ] 847, is properly stored in a jilacE' of security, and 
is nbt, as was supposed, from a passage in Mr. 'Thomas's Jetter of the 2d June 1848, and 
refened to in the ,enclosure of Dr. Wight's letter of the 3d November," rapidly going to 
decay!' The Government learn also that difficulties have occurred in obtaimng timher for 
the gin-house at Atoopoocottah of sufficient size. The building is, however, now repl'esented 
by Mr. Thomas to qe l>rogressing, and is expectpd to be ready by the time it is required for 
ginning the coming cotton crop. Mr. Thomas expresses his conviction that the American 
saw-gin is unsuited to Indian 'COtton; that It cuts and injures the fibre in cleaning; and he 
adds his opinion that the old churka, with some modification,," will alone turn out clean, 
uninjured cotton wool." In this QpinioQ )le _believes ]le hu the concun'ence of Mr. Finnie. 

After the purchase, at' considel'able expense, of an American saw-gin, and wben the 
ginning-house, according to Mr. Finnie's ~lan, has been so nearly completed, the Governor 
in Council thinks It would; be unadvisable to abandon ,the 'proEosed experiment with this 
,machine at Arooppocottah, and he desires the acting collector of Tinneveliy will use his best 
exertions in finishing ,the buiJding there, so as to enable Mr. FIr)Die to erect the saw~in 
~nd bring ,it into ,o]Jeration at the earlie;;t possible period, and after fully and faIrly teslJng 
the, results, Mr. Finnie will make ,a report to Government through the collector of 
Tjnnevelly. < 

Ordered, that copy of the foregoing resolution be furnished to Dr. Wight, with reference 
to Extract Minutes of Consultation,. under ,date 2~th November 1848, No. 1305. 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
OffiCIating Chief Secretary. 

R~venue Department, 7 March (No.2) 1849. 

OUI: Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 
, 

1. WE transmit herewith a bill of lading for 12 cases, each containing tw.o
" cottage saw-gins" fox: cleaning cotton, which have been shipped to your'Presl
dency on board the" La Belle," from Liverpool. 

, 2. We also forward to you copy of a'report on these saw-gins, which has been 

~oct. \S4-s. submitted' to u~ 'by Dr. Royle.* I 

Da\.ea.. • . . . • 
3. We shalf furnish you with a furt~ler supply of gms?f a slmllar descnptIoD, 

and we, desire that you will inform us, a& soon as practIcable, of the degree of 
success that may be found to attend their operation. . 

4. A small 

• See page 462 of.Par~. I (Bengal and North·western Provinces) ohhis Return. 
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4. A sman number of these gins may' be presented to natives as rewards for 
successful cotton cultivation in cases in which it may appear to you to be 
desirable to distribute them gratuitously; but we think that the ryots should 
rather be encouraged to purchase the machines, receiving them as tuccavy 
advances, and paying for th,em by instalments. We conceive that in this way 
the peop]e will be more likely to, value and take care of them, and that their 
introduction into general use. if found suitable fo1" the purpose for which they 
are intended, will be promoted. 

5. The cost of the gins, exclusive of charges for freight and carriage, wil~ be 
about 31. each. . 

'Ve are, &c. 
(signed) J. L. Lusltington, 

-A. Galloway, 
London, 7 Ma~ch 1849. &c. &c. 

Revenue Department, 14 March (No.3) 1849. 

Our Governor in Council at Fort St. George. 

tI. 
Madras. • 

IN continuation of our despatch of 7 March 1849~ No: 2, we now transmit Cotla"'e Saw Gins, 
invoice of the c9ttal!e saw-gin ~hipped to your Presidency by the vessel" La 0 

BeUe," and also copy of a memoran<1um by Mr. Petrie-J· late engineer to the 
Cotton Experimental Establishment at Coimbatore, explanatory of the proper 
mode of setting the machines to work. , 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. L. Lusliington, 

A. Galloway, 
London, 14 March 1949. ' &c. &c. 

From Surgeon R. Wigll.t, Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore, to Sir 
If. C. Montgomt!11h Bart'l Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
ADVERTHIG to Minutes of Consultation, No. 431, under date the 28th April 1849, I have 

the honour to state that I have given the subject the best consideration I am able, and think 
thllt under existing circumstances the plan submitted in the accompanying letter 'to lhe 
Secretary Marine Board (he best that can for the present be adopted, the more so as I 
ascertained during my recent visit to Madras, that both Mr. Thompson, of the firm 'of 
Line tit. Co., and Mr. Campbell, of that of Binny & Co., have quantities of American cotton 
with which to test the value of the gins. _ 

Having seen them in operation, the members will be better able to judge whether they 
think it desirable to purchase any of those left behind, with a view to establis1ing trials in 
parts !Jf.the country they may (Jeem suitable for the purpose. 

In wrltmg to the Chanman of the Chamber of Commerce, I shall furnish him with the 
necessary Instructions for setting and working them. 

Coimbatore, 13 June 1849. 
(!igned) Robt. Wight, Surgeon, 

Supelintendent Cotton Farm. 

COpy of a LettE'r from Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, to the' 
~ecletary to the Marine Board. 

1. ADVERTING to the subjoined para. of Minutes of Consultation, No. 431, under daL 
28 Apn11849, in wl1ich I am directed to convey to the Marine Board instructions for thl 
disposal of' 12 cases of cotton saw-gins, I have the honour to state, that it occurs to me tha 
the most suitable plan fvr theil' present disposal will be to send two cases to CoimbatorE' 
and two to Sevacausey, consigned to Mr. Finnie. The remaining eight had better, I think, h 
for the present detained at ~iadras. 

2. According to this arrangement, send cases C Nos. 1 tit. 4, to Coimbatore. and D Nos. 1 
and 4, to ~evacausey. 

3. As-
... 

• See page 469 of Part I. (Bengal and New Provinces) of this Return. 
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3. As it seems probable the mercantile commumty of Madras may wish to exAmine the 
working properties of these macbllles, I tlllnk it desl~able to give them an opportunity .of 
doine; so, by opening .one of the cases in Madras. 

4. With thi~ view, I have addres~ed the chairu{an of the Chamber, mentionin(J' tbe circum
stances, and. authorIsing llis applying to you fOI' case C ~o. -I. to be opened" and tried in 
presence ()f the Chamber befo~de~pa~chtng It to CDlmbatol e. 

5. In the event of bl1l doing so, have the goodness to attend to his duections •. 

Coimbatore, 13 June 1849. 
(signed) R. Wig"t, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cotton Farmtt. 

(No. 5~2.) 

THE Right HO:lOurable the Governor in'Council approYes of the proceeding reported in 
the foregomg letter. " . 

(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. FQrt St. George, 20 June 18~9. 

(No. 1152.) 

From J. R. Boysoll, Esq., Acting Sl'cretary Marine Board, to J. F. Thomas. Esq., 
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
WIT" reference to the orders of Government noted in the margin," I have the honour, by 

desire o(the Marine Board, to state, that on the arrival of the ship f. La Belle," the 12 cases 
of cotton saw-gins marked as per margm, were duly landed from that vessel; that the two 
cases mal'ked D, and numbered 1 and 4, were despatched in accorda~ce ~ith Dr. WIght's 
instructIons, on the 22d 'Of August, by cart, to the addl'ess of Mr. T. J. Flnme, at Sevaeausey; 
that (pursuant to Dr. Wight's instructions), the case marked C No.4, was forwarded to the 
ChaIrman of the Chamber of Commerce, and opened in my presence on the 21st oC AIJO'ust; 
that on opening 'this case both the machines were found slightly damaged, and br~ken, 
apparently from insufficient package; that this case contained one machine e'ntirely composed 
of Iron, and' a second in wooden frame-wol'k; that I ~ad the latter of these two macbmes 
repaired, and that the Chamber of Commerce have smce tested and examined its working 
propel ties, and will shortly report their opinion ,as to the result. The remainmg (9) nine 
cases are now in charge of the Master Attendant, awaiting Dr. Wight's instructious for their 
disposal. The damage .tQ the machine, (composed entirely of i!on) taken out !>f case eN 0.4, 
can be easIlv repall't d In the arsenal, and the Board have wfltten to Dr. WIght to ascertain 
whether the"y shall take the necessary steps for getting the repairs effected. also whether 
D,·. Wight would wish them to open the case C No.1, before despatcluDg it to Coimbatore, 
and have anr repairs doUtl that the machines contained in it may be found to requIre; and 
whether he (Dr. Wight) thinks it desirable. that the same course ,should be adopted with 
reference tu the other (9) p.ine cases" previous to disposing of them as he may hereafter 
direct. ' 

Madras, Marme Board Office, 
lli Sept~lllber 1849. 

,(No. 909.~" 

(signed) J. R. BOYlon, 
Acting Secretary. 

REsoLv~D, that the foregoing letter be transmitted to the Military Board. wi~h a ~equest 
that they wIll take nnmediate measures for the rl'palr of the Iron cottage saw-gIn, etther at 
tbe arsenal or at t4e gun-carriage manufactory, and that the Marine Board be requested to 
put themselves in communication with the, Military Board .on the matter. 

Fort St. George, 
24 September 11$49. 

'(signed) H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

, 
... ~xtr!l~t from Minutes of Consultation, 28 Apru 1849, No. 431. Order of Government., 20 Ju_ 

1849. From Surgeon Wight, Supermtllndent Cotton Farms at Coimbatore, 13 June 1849. Extract 
from MInules of ConsultatIon, 1 September 1849, No. 852. 
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(No. 1228.) .Madra •. 

From J. it Boyson, Esq., Acting Secretary Marme Board, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
'WITH reference to my letter of the 15th mstant, No. 1152, and the orders of Government 

thereon, dated the 24th instant, and numbered 909, I have the honour, by desire of tbe 
Marine Board, to Etate that the iron cotton saw-gin therein mentioned 'Was forwarded on the 
25th instant to the Military Bo.ud, with a view to the necessary repairs being effected. 

2. I am also directed to forward a copy of a letter received from the Collector of 
Coimbatore, dated the 21st instant, and to solicit the sanction of Government for trans
ferring to the Military Board the nine cases of saw-gins now ID charge of the Master 
Attendant, to order to their being cpened, and their contents examined, and (if necessary) 
repaired and retaintd in the atsenal untIl after Dr. Wight has seen them. 

Madras, Marine Board Office, 
29 September 1849. 

(signed) J. R. Boyson, 
Acting Secretary. 

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore, to J. R. Boyson, Esq , 
Actmg Secretary to the Marine Board. 

Sir, 
Da. WIGHT having given over charge of the Government cotton farms, and being also 

un wen, has reque~ted me to reply to your letter ohhe 13th instant, No. 1134. 

2. Regarding tIle nine cases with the Master Attendant, I would beg to recommend 
their all being opened (as well as No.1.), examined, anll repaIred, Jf necessary, as you have 
been so good as to do with same already at thE: arsenal, rather t1)an risk the evil of senditig 
,hem lip c\Juntry in an imperfect fltate. ' 

3. As Dr. Wight hopes to be in Madras next month, I would suggest their being kept 
till he sees them. I would recommend that two only of the new saw-!!;ins be despatched 
eventualJy to Coimbatore, and the others kept in the arsenal, for tbe decision of Govern-
ment Oil future. applications. " 

(signed) E. B. Tlwm.tJs, 
Coimbatore, 21 September 1849. Acting Prmcipal Collector. 

(True copy.) 
(.Igned) J. R. Boyson, ' 

Acting Secretary Manne Board. 

Revenue Department, No. 935. 

EXTRACT from tlle Minutes of Consultation, under date 2 October 1849. 

Read the following letter from the Acting Secretary to the Marine Board: 

STATES that agreeably to the orders of Government of the 24th September 1849, the 
iron cotton saw-gin therein mentioned was fonvardf'd to th~ l\hhtary Board, with a view 
to the necessary repairs being effected. Forwards copy letter from the Collector of Coim
batol'e, ami solicits the sanctIon of Government for transferring to the ,Military Board the 
mne cases of saw-gins now in charge of the Master Attendant, in Older to their being. 
opened, and their content'! examined, and If necessary, repaired and retained in the arsenal 
until after Dr. W.ight has seen them. 

, ' [Here enter 29 September 1849, ~o. 1228.1 

The Right honourable the Governor in Council authorises the transfer to the Military 
Board of th~ nine cases of saw-gins referred to In para. 2 of the foregoing letter. 

'Vlth reference to Extract Mmutes of Consultation, 28th August last, No. 811, tbe 
Governor in Council now nesilel> that the- ~1ilitary Board will forward one pf the saw-gins, 
ascertained on examination to be in good ordf'r, to the Tanjore district, for the purpose of 
being put up there under the direction of Captain Lawford, civil engineer of the 6th DIvision. 

Resolved that a copy of the fOl'eO'oing order be furnished to the Board of Revenue, wuh 
reference to Extract Minutes of Co~sultatlOn, dated 28th August 1849, No. 811, in view t() 
their making the necessary communication to the Collector of TanJore. 

(signed) H. C. ],lonlgomery, 
8ecretary to, Government. 
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~ladras. 
(No. 203.), 

From C. J. Bird, Esq .• Acting Collector, to Sir lL C. Montgomery, Bart .. Secretary 
, . to Government, Fort St. George. 

,Sir, 
Para.l. I HAVE the honour to enclose for the information of Government extracta from 

.Letters datlld 18 Communications· received from Mr. Cuxton in charge of cotton-eleaning machinery at 
and ~7 September Sevacausey and Aroopoocottah. reporting the arrin! in a damaged state of font cottage 
1845)) gins, of which he thinks three may be restored to working condition, at a cost of about 

six rupees, while the fourth cannot, it seems, be repaired by any means within 'Mt. 
Cuxton's reach. . 

J. I have desired Mr. Cuxton to have the three gins, which he considers repairable, ,et 
up il'l; the manne~ he describes,. and to use, his best endeavours to persuade persons having 
cotton to be cleaned to make trial of them. 

3. Should it afterwards be found expedient, the injury suffered DY the remaining eotton 
gin may perhaps he remedied by procuring a new wheel of cast iron from Port Novo, or 
~lsewhere. 

TinneveIly, Trichendoor, 
1 October 1849. 

-' 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Acting Collector. 

:&tTRACT from:Mr. Cu~ton's L~tter to the :Acting Collector. dated 18 September 1849. 

',I ON 'opening the cases and examining the gins (four in number) they were all found to 
be more or less injured; of two gins the cast-iron wheels on the cylinder carrying the SIlWS 
were broken in pieces; the two other gins are letls materially injured." 

EXTRACT from'Mr. Cuzton's Le~ter to the Acting Collector. dated 27 September ,1849. 

"IN reply to your memorial of the 21st instant, I beg to send you a plate, giving a view 
of the most particular side of a. cottage saw-gin (eight of these plates were sent with the 
gins), and from which you will be able to understand the damage they have receiyed. Of' 
the four gins three have cast-iron frames, wheels, &c., and are panelled with wood. The 
f-ourth is built entirely of wood, with the exception of the wheels (marked A in the plate). 
'TwO' .of .the .three, with .east-iron ,frames, &c., have lost the wheel marked B. and the 
remaining one has been chipped oft' a piece of' cast-iron; meant as a foot for the gin; but this 
I nnd will not affect the gin at all. The wood gin is also hurt in the wheels Band A. The 
broken cast-iron wheels may be replaced \\ ith wooden ones, with a brass bush in the centre, 
.and -will, I think, answer just as well. The cost of setting up these three gins 'Will Dot come 
to more than about six' rupees." , • 

l'innevelly, Trichendoor, 
1 October 1849. 

(No. 959.) 

(True extracts.) 

(signed) C. J. Bird, 
Acting Collector. 

.. 

RESOLVED, that the :Marine Board be requested to report whether the gins referred to in 
,the foregoing letter were received broken, as described, from the ship in which they came 
from England, and if they 'Were negligently packed., They will state to whom they 
,attribute blame for their present condition. 

Fort St. George, 
9 October 1849. 

(No. 1296.) 

(signed) . H. C. Montgomery, 
Secretary to Government. 

From J. R: Boyson, Esq., Acting Secretary'Marine Board, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., 
Chief Secretary to Governme~, Fort St. George. 

Sir; \' 
I HAVE the ho~our, by desire of the Marine Board, to state that the two cases con

taining the cottage saw-gins referred to in the order of Government, noted in the margin,t 
were 

t 9 October 184~1. in a letter from the Collector of TiuDev"Uy, I October J 849· 
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were not opened at :M:lldras previous to their dispatch to Mr. F'mnie at Sevncausey, in 
accordance with Dr. 'Vight's instructions. 

2. Judging from the report of their Acting Secretary on the case marked C No.4, which 
was opened in his presence, and the machines minutely examined .>y llim, the Board are of 
opinion, as expressed in their letter to Government of the 15th ultimo, No. 1152, that the 
damage sustained by the machines contaiued in this ease (C No. 4) was attributable to 
.insufficient package, and not to negligence on the part of the ship in which they came from 
England. 

3. The damage sustained by the machines forwarded to Sevacausey appears from l\Ir. 
Cuxton's report to be nearly similar to the damage sustained by the machines in. case 
C No.4, and the Board are strongly of opinion that such damage is attributable to the 
cause before mentioned, vit., insufficient package. , 

4. The cases in which these machines have been forwarded to Madras are, in the Board's 
opinion, too slight; and assuming that all the cases received per "La Belle" are packed in 

similar manner with case C No.4 .. due precaution does not seem to have been taken in 
securing the machines and preventing them from shifting by using battins. Each case 
contains two machines, merely protected from damaging each other by a small quantity 
of hay. . 

5. The Board consider that the damaged condition of the machines, in case C No.4, was 
attributable to the packer, and judgin~ from the report of Mr. Cuxton, and the result of 
their Acting Secretary's examination ot case C No.4, they also consider that the damaged 
condition of the machines forwarded to Sevacausey is attributable t.o the same pllliy. 

Madras, Marine Board Office, (signed) .1. R. Boyson, 
16 October 1849.. Acting Secretary. 

(No. 1015.) 

ORDERED, that the foregoing letter be brought to the notice of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. 

Fort St. George. 
24 October 1849. 

(signed) W. H. Bayley, 
Acting Secretary to Government. 

(No. 1312.) 

From J. J. Franklin, Esq., Secretary Marine Board, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief 
Secretary to Government, Fort. St. George. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to the orders contained in Extract from Minutes of Consultation: mar

ginally noted, I have the honour by desire of the ltarine Board, to state that the twelve 
cases (each containing two cottage saw-gins) therein adverted to, have been landed from 
the barque "Ferris," and that the Acting Collector of Coimbatore has expressed a wish 
that all the gins should be ennuned at Madras; that four should then be sent to his 
district; four to Tinnevelly; two to Tanjore, and the l'emainder be left at Madras for the 
future disposal ?f Government. 

2. As the cases in which these saw~gins are packed appeared to be of slight materials, a 
survey has been held on them, of which the proceedings are herewith forwarded, from which 
it will be seen that several have slightly burst open from the pressure of weighty articles 
inside. Should it prove on examination that any portions are injured, the same remarks 
will apply to this shipment as to that on board the" La. Belle,"t namely, that the cause of 
damage must be attributed to improper packing, and not in any way from fault of 
stowage. 

3. Government, in an Order in Council of the 2d instant, authorised the transfer to the 
lfilitary Board of the nine cuses of saw-gins which were brought out by .. La Belle:' in 
order that they might be examined, and if necessary. repaired at the arsenal. The Board 
having ascertained that no damage chargeable to the ship has occurred to those brought by 
the "Ferris,~ now solicit that the Military Board may be similarly instructed to receive 
these, and that after examination and repair they may be disposed of according to the 
wishes of the Acting Collector of Coimbatore, recorded in the latter part of the first para.. 
of the present comruunication.t 

Madras, Marine Board Office, 
19 October 1849. 

(signed) 

t Yide Board's letter to Government. 16 October 1849. No. 1'Z96. 

J. J. FranTtlin, 
Secretary;. 

t Four to be seDt to Coimbatore, four to TinneveUy; two to Tanjore, and the remainder to be kept 
Ilt the arseDal pending the further orden of Government. 
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PROCEEDINGS of a Committee assembled at the l.Iariae Yard Godown, to Examine and 
Report upon the Cases of Cotton Gins received from the ship .. Ferrie," agreeably to 
Minutes of Consultation, dated 9th July 1849:-

President:-R.lL Williamson, Esq., Deputy Colll!ctor of Sea Customs; 
Members :-.1. J. Franklin, Esq., Secretary Marine Board; Captain II. W. Gable, 

Acting Assistant Master Aen dant. 

The Committee having assembled, proceed to inspect the quantity and condition of the 
case, of Cotton Gins: \ Beach, 17 October 1849. 

Description of Stores. 

Cotton Gins - ,. 

Marked I, 1 a' 4 cases . .. 

.. 
'f 

K, 1 a' 4 cases 

L, 1 a' 4 cases 

Quantity. 

Cases. 
H 

The Acting Assistant Master Attendant having submitted to the Committee the cases of 
cotton gins received from Liverpool, on the ship "Ferris,- on inspection several of the 
packing cases were found to be slightly burst, in consequence of their being too slight for 
the contents. 

With this exception, the whole appear to be in good order. 

(signed) B. H. WiUiamson, 
Deputy Collector of Sea Customs. 

J. J. Franklin, 
Secretary Marine Board. 

H. W. Gable, 
Acting Assistant Master Attendant. 

(No.IOS7.) 

THE Right honourable the Governor in Council authorises the transfer to the ~lil,~ 
Board of the twelve cases of saw-gins landed from the barque "Ferris," in view to thelI' 
examination and repair, and dispOsal aflen .. arda in the manner indicated in the concluding 
para. of the foregoing letter. . 

Fort St. George, (signed) W. H. Ba!lley, . 
6 November 1849. Acting Secretary to GO'\"ernment. 

- (No. 1357.) 

From J. J. FranAlin, Esq., Secretary Marine Board. to J. F. 7'homas. Esq., Chief 
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

S~ . 
I,HAVE the honour by desire of the Marine Board to forward for the information of 

Government a report from the Principal Commissary of Ordnance on the nine cases of 
cottage saw-gins, being a Portion of a consignment of twe~ve. landed from the ." La Belle, tI 
and transferred to the l\-1ilitary Board under the authority conveyed in Extract from :Minutes 
of Consultation of the 2d ultimo, No. 935. 

2. The Board's letter,of the 16th ultimo, No. 1296. will have placed the Government in 
possession of their opinion as to the ori~ of the damage sustained by the machines, which 
has been occasioned from insufficient package. . 

Madras, 
Marine Board Office, 

8.November 1849. 

(eigned) J. J. Franklin, 
, Secretary. 
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(No. '75.) 

REPORT on the State of Nine C!lses of Cottage Saw Gins, landed at lIadras from the ship 
, .. La Belle." 

No. Arsenal, Fort St. George, 6 November 1849. 
17. 3 axletrees and 1 hopper broken, 1 axletree bent, rusted by sea water. 
18. 'I tube, 1 beam and hopper brokE:n. 
19, 1 saw wheel and 1 beam broken. 
'20. 3 beams broken, 1 cap and 1 we tree bent. 
21. 3 beams and 1 hopper broken, and I axletree bent. 
22. 1 wheel, I beam, and I hopper broken. , 
26. 1 saw wheel and 'I hopper broken, and I axletree bent. 
27. I lug .of the cap and 1 hopper broken, 1 axletree bent. 
28. I body wrenched and generally out of order, rusted by sea water. 
29. I hopper broken, I axletree bent~ rusted by sea. water. 
31. I beam and I wheel broken, 1 axletree and 1 cal! bent. 
32. I beam, I wheels anc! I hopper broken, and 1,ax.:etree bent. 
33. 1 large wheel ~nd 1 beam broken. 
34, 1 beaJn broken. 
35. 1 wheel and I hopper broken, I axletree bent, much ,rusted by sea water. 
36. 1 bed and 1 hopper broken, 1 axletree bent, much rusted by sea water, 
37. 1 hopper broken and 1 pivot cap wrenched. 
40. 1 large axletree much bent, wooden lining broken, saws out of order, alld i fever 

wanting .• 

The whole of the gins require cleaning and regulating. 
The extent of injury cannot be fully ascertained till the machines are- taken asunder, 

when it may be found much more extensive. 

, (signed) F. F. Whinyates, Lt.-Coli' 
Principal Commissary of Ordnance. 

(True copy.) 

, (signed) J. J. Franklin, Secretary Maline Board. 

(~o 1142.) 

ORDERED, that the foregoing report be brought to the notice of the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

2. Ordered also, that the Military Board he requested to cause a particular account of 
the expense incurred in the repair of the saw.gins to be kept, and when the repairs are com
pleted, to submit a statement of ~he entire cost for transmission to the Honourable Court. 

Fort St. George, (signed) W. H. Bayley, 
30 November 1849. Acting Secretary to Government. 

(No. 1414.) 

From J. J. Franklin, Esq." Secretary Marine Board, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 
to Government, Fort St. George. 

, Sir, 

II. 
:\Iadras. 

THE Marine Board, in their letter of the 15th September last, No. 1l52, stated that one 
of the cottage saw-gins which bad been received from" La Belle." had been examined by 
the Chamber of Commerce, and that they would at an early period report on its working. 
I have now the honour, by their desire, to transmit the copy of & communication- received • 9 November 
from that body, from which will be learned that their opinion is unfavourable to the use 1849. 
of the machine for cleaning New Orleans, "Bourbon': or Tmnevelly cotton. 

2. Copy of their report will alao be forwarded to Dr. Wight, at Coimbatore. 

Madras, Marine Board Office, 
22'November 1849. 

(signed) J. J. Franklin, Secretary. 

To the Secretary to th~ Marine Board. 
Sir, 

WITH reference to ),our letter of the 20th August, I have the honour to inform you that 
the cottage cotton-gin forwarded to the Chambar, has been tried twice in the presence 
of the members. I regret that I am not able to give a satisfactory report on the machine, 
but it. was generally understood by the gentlemen present that the trials were very imperfect, 
for the following reasons: 
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In the first place, it is just possible that the machine is not in proper workin.,. order. It 
appears to have been subjected to hard usage on the passage out, and the adjuSbnent of the' 
saws may be so far deranged as to alter entirely their mode of operation. It may also be 
that a person thoroughly acquainted with it would put the gear of the machine in better 
working order than has been done in these trials. '. 

The cotton used was New Orleans, Bourbon, and Tinnevelly. all in the seed. With the 
first, the gin'did not effectually separate the seed. its action became frequently choked,. 
and the small quantity of clean cotton delivered was considerably injured in the staple. 
'With the Bourbon seed cotton the effect was worse, the staple being very much cut up, and 
rendered unfit for spinning. 

With the Tinnevelly cotton. the gin failed entirely to separate the staple from the seed;
such portions as came through were entirely destroyed for spinning purposes. 

I have therefore to report that from the trials made, imperfect as they have been, the 
Chanlber has am \"ed at the conclusion that the cottage gin is not adapted for use by 
the ryots of this country. Independent of the defects above mentioned, the cost of the 
instrument would be a complete bar to its general use in the cotton districts, and. as far 
as an opinion on the subject may be entertained, it is doubtful if a native would voluntarily 
work an instrument of this description, even were its successful operation much more-
evident. . • 

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 
9 November 1849. 

(signed) H. Nelson, Chairman. 

P. S.-N 0 member of the Chamber has expressed a wish to purchase any of the gins. 
(True copy.) 

(No. 515.) 

(signed) J. J. Franklin, 
Secretary Marine Board. 

From J. J. Franklin, Esq .• Secretary Marine Board, to Sir H. C. Montgomery, 'Bart., 
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, .. 
I HAVE,the honour, by desire of the Marine Board, with reference to their letter of the 

22d November last, No. 1414. transmitting a report from the Chamber of Commerce on the 
working of one pf the cottacre saw-gins sent to them for trial, to forward the copy of a 
letter from Surgeon 'Wight, Superintendent of the Coimbatore cotton farms, recording a 
much more favourable opinion of the capabilities of the machine. 

2. The whole of the gins are about to be forwarded to Coimbatore, as requested by Surgeon. 
Wight. 

Madras. Marine Board Office, 
27 March 1850. 

(signed) J. J. FrllnAlin, Secretary. 

From Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent of Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to J. J. Fran1.Jinr 
Esq., Secretary Marine Board, Madras. . 

Sir. 
WITH reference to the instructions contained in Minutes of Consultation, No. 431 

(Revenue Department), under date 28th April 1849, I have the honour to request that all 
the cot1aoo-e gins now in Madras may be forwarded to this establishment, with a view to their 
being cleaned, and fitted for work. 

Those already received have been found to do their work exceedingly well. all except 
the bands, which I find are uneqUal to the strain they have to endure during the course 
of two or three days' steady working. In all other respects we have found them work 
well and therefore feel rather surprised with the very unfavourable report recorded by 
the Chamber of Commerce, and communicated to me in your letter of the 22d November 
1849. 

(signed) Rob. Wight. Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. Coimbatore, 20 March 1850. 

(True copy.) . 

(signed) J. J. Franklin, Secretary Marine Board. 
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EXTRACT Revenue I.etter from Fort St. George, dated 12 August (No. 43) 1850. 
'" ' " The papers recorded in the Consultations noted in margin," have reference 

to the disposal of the cottage saw-gins received by " La Belle," the " Ferris," 
and the" Llewellyn," and likewitSe to the purchase of eel tain otliers from Dharwar. 
Dr. Wight, having received application tor the purchase of the cottage gins sent 
out by your Honourable Court, desired to be informed of the price to be put upon 
them, and, in reply, we intimated to him our opinion that 25 l'llpees for each 
was a price suited tQ the market, but that we had no objection to hi. selling 
them even at a lower rate, if necessary, to encourage purchatSer:;. These 
orders, however, we observed, were not to apply to European applicauts, to 
whom we desired the prime cost of 30 rupees each gin should be charged:' 

6. "Under date the 29th April last, the Board of Revenue submitted extracts 
of reports from the collectors of BelJary and Cuddapah, aDd solicited sanction 
for the purchase of 25 cotton gins from Dharwar for experimental use in those 
districts. The Dhflrwar gin. it was described, could be wdrked 'all day by two 
men 'alternately, cleaning about 1 ~ maunds 28 IbIS. , 1 mannel. of seed cotton the 
hour, and costing only 40 rupees.' At this rate the cost of 50 gins applied for 
would be 2,000 rupees." 

7 ... It did not appear to U~ tha.t so many gins could be required merely for 
experimental purposes in the above districts, and as we were not prepared to 
incur so large ~n outlay as that proposed by the Board of Revenue, we desired 
that the collectors might be instructed to communicate with the Superintendent 
of cotton farms, and obtain from him such a number of the American cotton ~ins 
as were requisite, and could be conveniently spared, -and further authorised each 
collector to purchase fOl' trial in his district five of the Dharwar gins, the expense 
of the whole ten at 40 rupees apiece being 400 rupees. We have since ordered 
one of these to be sent to Dr. Wight at Cuddapah." 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 23 April 1850. 
30 March.-Received the following Letter from Surgeon R. Wight, Superintendent of 

Cotton Fanlls, Coimbatore, to T. Pycroft, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

. HAvING received three applications for the purchase of cottage gins, I beg to be informed 
of the price I am to fix on each. The English price is 3 I., but being uninformed of the 
expense incurred in bringing them, and whether I am to add it to the above charge, I have 
the honour to request the instructions of GovernlUent on these points •• 

Coimbatore, 
25 March 1850. 

(signed) R. Wight, 
Superintendent of Cotton Farms. 

THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council is of opinion that 25 rupees for each 
cottage gin is a. price suitable t() the market. but he has no objection to Dr. Wight selling 
them at a lower rate if he finds it necessary to encourage purchasers. These orders, however, 
are not to apply to European applicants, who should be charged prime cost, or 30 rupees 
each gin. 

Fort St. George. 
22 April 1850. 

(signed) T. Pycrofi, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation of 23 April 1850. 

Read the following

(No. 151.) 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, _dated 8 April 1850. 

READ letter from the collector of Tanjore, dated 26th ultimo, requesting to be 
informed ,vhether he can be furnished with three or four more cotton gins, at a moderate 
price, for supply to the cotton growers of his district. 

To 

• 23 April18so, No. i7, liS and~41), 46.- Diary, 11 June 11150. Nos. 1 to 3. Diary. 23 July 
''1850, Nos. 46, 47. Diary, 30 July 1850", Nos. 20, 21. Diary, ~ f\ugust 1850, Nos. 42,43. 
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To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. GeorO'e. 
• to 

Sir, 
THE two cotton gins supplied by Government a.re fo~nd to a.nswer very well, the cotton 

passed through them being both well and expeditiously cleaned; I have, therefore, the 
honour to request you will be good enough to inform me if I can be furnished with three 
or four more, should I tequire them for sale in the district, if the cost be moderate, which 
I trust it may be, 'Otherwise the cottou growers will not be tempted to purchase. and as the 
introduction of this improved machine will be of public bene1it, the Government will, I hope, 
be prepared to let me have them at the lowest possible price. 

(signed) 
Tanjore, 

2~ March 1850. 

J. F. Bishop. 
Collector. 

RESOLVED that the foregoing letter be submitted for the orders of the Rirrht Honourable 
the Governor in Council, with reference to Minutes of Consultation, da~d 6th and 13th 
November last. 

(signed) lV. II. Bayky. 
Secretary. 

RESOLVED, ,with reference to the orders of Government, dated 2d October and 6th 
November 1849 (Nos. 935 and 1057), that the Military Board be requested to report to 
Government the number of cotton gms received by the " La Belle" and " Ferris," and 
placed under their charge~ that' may remain in store, and in what manner the rest have been 
disposed of. , 

Fort St. George" 
23 April 1850. 

(signed) T. PYCToft, 
Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Consultation or30 July 1850. 

Read the following

(No. 294.) 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15 J ul1 1850. 

READ letter from the collector of Tanjore, dated 8th July 1850, stating that the cotton 
gins applied for in his letter'of 26th :March 1850, are not now required, as in their working 
they tear the eotton too much 

To W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George. 
Sir, 

WITH J'efereMe to my letter of the 26th Marc~, regarding a supplY9f cotton gin. (cottage) 
for the use of parties in this district, I have now the honour to state that they are not 
required, as in their working they tear the "cotton too much. • 

Ta;njore, KodycurrYi 
8 July 1850. 

(~igned) J. F. Bishop, 
Collector. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 11th June 1850. 

(No. 193.) 

From W. H. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue; to Sir H. Co 
JJlontgomery. Barto, ~ief Secretary to Government. . 

Sir, ' 
IN anticipation of their Report on the Cultivation of Cotton in the Provinces during 

Fusly 1258, the Board of kevenue direct me to request you will. submit to the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council 'the accompanying extract from th& reports received 
from the collectors of ~ellary and Cuddapah;· a;nd, with reference to'the observations of 
Mr. Pelly, to solicit sanction for the purchase of 25 cotton gins feom Dharwar, for experi
mental use in Bellary, and a like- number for Cl.1ddapah. The cost of each gin will he 40 
rupees, and the total amou~~ for wlich sanction is now solicited, is ~,O?O rnpees. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort 8t George, 
29 .A.l>ril 1850. 

(signed) W. 8. Bayley, 
Secretary. 

From Bellary, 6 in Cons., 29 Aprill~50, paras. 4- to Q. FroDl CUddapab, 13 iD CODS., 18 April 
1850, para. 21. 
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ExTB.ACT from a Letter 0' the Colle,:tor of Bellary to the SecretaIY to the Board ()r 
Revenue, dated 6 Ar-rilI850. 

3. In a letter· to Dr. Wight (copy of which 1 have the honour to enclose) I made a full 
treport of some experiments. made with the llexi~an seed. in Fusly 12~8. • These experi
ments 1. thought vert unsat18factory; but Dr. WIght ~ttnbuted the failure to the blight, 
and gave me much encouragement to prosecute them agaln. I have done this, and the result 
will be detailed in my next report for Fusly 1259. Dr. 'Vight forwarded a b:mdy load of 
seed from Coimbatore, which has been distnbuted over the district, and the produLe of 
which is now gathering in • . 

4. Dr. Wi"ht also promised to send me two saw-gins for cleaning the country cotton' 
but these I h~~ never received. It is -very desirable that these machines should be intra: 
duced into Bellary with as little delay as possible, and I find I can procure them at Dharwar 
at a cost of 40 rupees each; and if the Board will allow me to order a few, T shall exert 
myself to give them a full triaL 

5. The manner in which I became aware that such gins were procurable \'las as follows: 
In the printed book of cotton experiments in the Southern Marhatta Country, lately sent 
to me from the Board of Revenue, I observed that the New Orleans crop of' 184.8, in the 
Dharwar district, was almost an entire failure, and there the report ended. Desirous to 
know the remit of the following year, and the prospects of the prescnt season, I wrote a 
note to Mr. Bell, the Collector, inquiring . about the crops. In a private communication 
with which I have been very kindly favoured by that gentleman, he informed me that the 
New Orleans plant had met with a very great check in the year 1848-49; but in the pre
sent year 1849-50, it was again recovering; and at the same time he informed me respectinO" 
the saw-mn, and though only a private communication, that gentleman will not, I am sur:' 
object t~ my quoting his own words: " We are making up in the factory a very excellent 
description of saw gin, which can be worked aU day by two men alternately, and cleans 
about Ii maunds (28Ibs. 1 maund) of seed cotton the hour. and costs only 40 rupees. If 
you have nothing of the kind to clean cotton in Bellary, you should introduce it. 'The 
department here WIll supply any number you require before the next season. This instru
ment does nearly three times the work which the Manchester cottage gin, of which you 
have read, is capable of performing." . 

6. I am not at all sanguine of general success in the Mexican plant (the result of tIle pre
sent year will determine my measures for the future); but I entertain great hopes that the 
introduction of the saw-gin will be attended with as good results as ,t Dhatwar or else
where i and I cannot do better, in concluding this report, than to request that the sanction 
of Government may be obtained for procuring, as soon as they can be got ready, 25 gins 
from Dharwar. 

(signed) C. Pelly, Acting Collector. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the Collector of Cuddapah to the Secretary to the Board of 
. Re'fenue, dated 13 April 1850. 

21. In respect to the improvement of the quality; so much needed, of the indigenous 
cotton, I fear the deficiencies in 'cleaning and gathering will Dot be remedied unless the 
agents of capitalists place themselves also in direct communication \\ith the cultivators of 
the soil, make advances, and exerci!le the necessary supervision. The introduction of the 
saw-!!in. suitable for this variety will do much towards transmitting the article in a cleaner 
stateOto the port of sDipment; as also to\vards cheapening the production of cleaned cotton, 
by superseding the tedious. method now in use. 

(No. 63.) 

From the Military Board to Major-General the Right Honourable Sir Henry 
Pottinger, Bart., G.e.B., Governor in Council, &c. &.c. &c. 

Right Honourable Sir, 
AGREEABLY to the requisition contained in Resolution of Government, No. 349. dated 

the 23d instant. passed on a letter from the collector of Tanjore to the address of the Secre. 
tary Revenue Board, on the subject of a furthpr supply of cotton saw-gins, we have the 
honour to' report, for the information of your Excellency in Council, that, of the 42 saw
gins (18 per ., La Belle," and 24 per" Ferris") transferred to the Military Board, in 
Extracts from Minutes of Consultation, dated 2d and 6th November, Nos. 935 and 1057 
respectively, there are 20 now remaining in store; the others have been distributed as 
follows I . 

4 To the Collector of Coimbatore. 
4 » of Tinnevelly. 
2 " of Tanjore. 

12 To Dr. Wight. 

.22 
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2. The 12 saw· gins sent to Dr: Wight were not repaired in the arsenal, as that officer 
preferred having the requisite repairs to them executed ~nder his Q\VQ supervision; the cost 
of repairing the others bas amounted in the aggregate, rupees' (82.12. 5.) eight1-two, annllo8 
twelve, and pice five, viz.: rupees (70. 11. 9.) seventy. annas eleven, and plea nine, for 
those brought·out by the'La Belfe, and rupees (12. O. 8.) twelve, and pies eight, for those 
received per" Ferris," as per detailed statements submitted to us by the principal Commis-
sary of Ordnance. . 

3. 'In addition to the 20 saw-gins above adverted to, as remaining in store, duly repaired. 
there are 24 now received in' January last, per ., Llewellyn," but these we believe haTe not 
as yet been repaired, no report to that effect having been made ~ our Board. • 

Military Board Office, Fort St. George, 
. 30 April 1850. 

(No.3.) 

(signed) P. Montgomerill, Bri~. 
Commandant of artillery. 

Robt. Pears, Major. 
G. Balfour, Major. 

Para. 1. In their despatches of the dates noted in the margin,- the Honourable Court 
of Directors advised this Government of the shipment for the use of this Presidency, of 12 
cases, each containing two cottage saw-gins, in each of the vessels " La nelle," the" 'Perris," 
and (, Llew llyn," being in all 12 gins. Of the ~uI!lber received by the .. La Belle," four 
were sent 10 Tinnevelly and two to the Chamber of Commerce; the remaining 18 gins of 
this consignment, as well as those received by the "Ferris" and .. Llewellyn, If in all 66, 
were transferred by the Marine to the Military Board. 

2. From the repQrt above furnished by the Military Board, it appears that 22 gins have 
been distributed,t and that 44 remain in store,ofwhich 24, or those brought out by the 
"Llewellyn," have not yet been repaired. • 

Diary, 16 April 3. Dr. Wight, in his letter to the Marine Board, dated 20 March 1850, wrote favourably 
1850, Nos. 514, 25. of the working of these gins, and requested that all those'remaining in Madras should be sent 

up to Coimbatore" a requibitlOn which does not appear to have been complied with. 

.r 25 March 1850, 
in Diary, 23 April, 
Nos. 27, 28. 

4. At a subsequent date Dr. Wight,t having received applications for the purchase of 
these machines, deSIred to be informed of the price to be put upon them, and in Extract 
Minutes of Consultation, 22d April 1850, it was intimated to him that 25 rupees for each 
cotton gin was a price suited to the market; that there would be no objection to hiB Belling 
even at a lo,vetrate, if necessary, to encourage purchasers, b,ut that to Europeail applicants 
30 rupees should be charged. 

5 •• In their letter, now before Government. the Board of Revenue solicit sanction for the 
purchase of 50 cotton gins from Darwar. for experimental use in the Ceded Districts. The 
collector of Bellary, introducing the subject, states that Dr. Wight promised him two saw
gins for cleaning the country cotton, which he has not received, observing that it is desirable 
these machines should be introduced into Bellary with as little delay as possible, and that he 
can procure them from_Dlll'war. The description given of the Darwar gin states that it 
c. can be worked all day by two men, alternately, and cleans about oUe and a half maunds 
(28 lbs. I maund) of seed cotton the hour, and costs only 40 rupees." The total cost of the 
50 gins indented' for by the Board, will; at thii:l rate, be 2,000 rupees. 

6. It does not appear to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council that so many as 
25 gins can be required merely for experimental purposes, in each of the districts of Bellary 
and Cuddapah, and 11.e is not prepared to sanction so large an outlay as that proposed by the 
Board of Revenue. He directs that the coneetors be desired to communicate with the 
Superintendent of cotton farms, who will furnish them with as many of the saw-gins now 
under charge of the Military Board as may seem to him to be requisite and can conveniently 
be spared, and he authorises each collector to purchase fur trial in his district five of the 
Dharwar gins. the exp-ense of the whole ten at 40 rupees apiece, being 4()0 rupees. 

'1. The Military Board will at once communicate with Dr. Wight, and obtain his instruc
tions' i~ respect to those saw-gins which have not yet been repaired. 

(signed) T. PYCTojt, 
Fort St. George, Secretary • 

.5 June 1850 • 

• 7 March 1849, No.~; 14 March 1849, No. 3; 30 May J8.91 No. 5'~1 Novembert849, No. 15. 
t Four to the Collector ~f Coirnbatore, four to the Collector of TinnevdJy, two to the Collector or 

Tanjore, u to Dr. Wight. 
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EXTllACT Fort St. George Revenue Diary to Consultation of 23d July 185Q. 

8th, Received the following letter: 

(No. 46.) 
. 

From Surgeoll R. Wight, Superintendent Cotton Farms, Coimbatore, to T. P!lCToft. ESI}-. 
. Secretary to Government,. Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
ADVERTING to Minutes of Consultation in the Revenue Department, No. 554, under date 

5th June 1850, I have the honour to state that I have delayed my acknowledlrment in the 
expectation of hearing from the Military Board and collector of Bellary; from neither of 
these parties has allY communjcation been received. • 

During our trial of the cottage saw-gins~ which was prolonged several weeks, that was 
until we had not, in consequence of the great accumulatiop. of purchased native cotton, an 
unoccupied corner in which to work even one, we found that, worked by women, they 
cleaned from 50 to 60 Ibs. ofkuppas or seed.cotton per diem, and by men from 70 to 751bs. 
At first, owing to an imperfection of the bands, the quantity was somewhat less. but latterly, 
when that was to some extent remedied, they could exceed it. It is now my impression that 
if the coolies had been paid at a lower rate than we found it necessary, at first starting, to 
give (one anna per maund), that there would have been greater asstduity and a larO"er 
outturn. A woman working the churka earns on an average from six to nine pie per di:'m. 
With our gins they earned with ease two annas, and they could earn two and a half, which, 
however, they did not seem to care about doing. As cleaned by the larger gins, kuppas 
costs eight pie per maunel; were the small gins worked at the same rate of charge, I should 
not be I!urprised to find from two and a half to three maunds'the current outturn; wit.h the 
larger hand gins, worked by ei~ht men, we find from six to seven hours re<].uired to clean 
500 lbs. of seed cotton, and that IS considered by the coolies so hard a day's work that they 
will not, though paid piecework, commence a second quantity of half the amount. 

Such being the result of our experience, continued through several years, with gins 
varying in IJower from 18 to 60 saws, I cannot help expressing a doubt of the correctness 
of the statement regarding the efficiency of the Dharwar gins, which, worked by only two 
men, are said to clean 42 Ibs. per hour for a whole day. At that rate, two men would clean 
2201bs. in six hours; while ours worked by eight,. four and four alternately relieving 
each other, can only in the same time clean about 500 lbs., equal to 831bs. per hour, and 
the work, moreover, so fatiguin~ that they cannot continue it longer than for about six 
hours. Our gins are all built atter American models, and work faster than an American
built 18 saw-gin which we have. It, indeed, cleans so sloW', that the coolies at length 
refused to work it by contract labour. 

The reported results obtained 'from the Darwar gins being so much more favourable than 
ours, I think it in every way desirable that further inquiry should be made on the subject; 
for, if such he indeed the case, it would be a great saving even to remake our hand-gins 
according ~o that model, which might easily be done, and at no great expense, now that we 
have all the materials at hand, and workmen accustomed to the work. 

Without, however, venturing to recommend such a proceeding, which I could only do 
on the clearest and most undeniable evidence, I think I may be permitted to suggest the 
propriety of one of the:n being obtained as II. model for this establishment, as it seems 
impossible to imagine that so great an error, as this comparison with our experience leads 
me to infer, could have been made in so simple and obvious a. matter as the working of 
a cotton gin, and the difference in construction- may, after all, be so slight as to admit Ot 
very easy adaptation to our gins. I ha..e seen an almost inappreciable difference in the 
curve of the grates make the difference of aa hour in the tIme required for cleaning 
50p Ibs. by the same gin. 

COlmbatore,4 July 1850. 
(signed) R. Wight, Surgeon, 

Superintendent Cott.on Farms~ 

(No. 47.) 

Resolved, in reference to the concluding para. of the above letter, that the collector or 
Cuddapah b~ requested to forward to Dr. 'Vight,. as early as practicable,_one of the nve 
Dharwar gins which he was authorised to purchase by the order of Government, under 
date the 5th ultimo. 

Fort 8t. George. 20 July 1850. 
(signed) T. P!lC~oft, 

Secretary to Government. 

296-Sess. 2. 
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PAPERS REL.\n~G TO ~1£t\StJRES T'-\I\.['~ SIXCE t84i 

(N (). 9.30.) 

From G. A. BIU]J.!!. E"'l .. S«ntuT til th G\)T~t of India. t.l Sir IL C. 
:J[OMtgv_ry. Bar+ .. , Sette~ ta GunmmeAt, Fort St. Geoq;e. 

Sir, 
I A.lI. directed to transmit. fc'r t~.e information or the Honounble the Go'"l'T'Ilor in 

Council, the aooom!","::,,; ~ or papelS re-.~tin; a D~\1' cotton-cleani~ machine, 01' 
"Improm hJwa CharD. ... lD\"eD1ol bY' lIr. J. B. Mather,· Cin! Eno~ f.x the 
experimental coUon worb in the Nonla Westenl ProTinces. 

(s~ G • ..4.. BMJ\l'!I. 
Fort Wil!Wn. -I lJarch ISU. Seerewy to the GoTUDmeu of lnill3. 

From To J. Fiu~. E..~ .• CO!tOll PUnter. TUUlneIly. to J. D. BRzrJio.., E..~ .. O$dsti~ 
Sccretar)' to GoTel'l1Jlle:lt. Fort St. George. 

Sir. 
I ILl TX the honour to adm(\wlcd",,, the recapt of certain p:1pelS in nf~:ence to :l neW' 

cottoo-cleaning Jll!lehine, on which my opinion is requested. 
2. I am called upon to ~n al] O(~ OIl an ab.;.tract iJes, created ill the mind 11,- )Ir. 

Simms' de!Criptioo of a machine that is intended to supplant the ea .. -gin, the &ooner the 
better I eay, and supt'rseJe the old churb, which h:u g'"tDe OIl fIX' ~<"'CS lOth rrofit tv the 
ryot, and bas supplied cotton for the tinest manu&.ctures in the .. odd. 

3. Mr. Simms' account or the neW' machine is de:ar. and t~ts a perflX't ticture t<l the 
mind. of cerUin " rollers • and" SDur wheels .. and .. pinions, and cc 1':tns with rushe~" &C-9 

all of which I perf«tly nndersWlJ. but not a y('.N is ~d in ~ to the a:n:mner i!1" bleh 
the m~e is sd in motiOD, ~ what rolfer it requires to moTe it, nor the qU&:ltitT t,(work 
it is capable of duing in a ginn time, all of which dats are a~utcl! es.~tW to the f"l'UU
tion of lUI opinion on the subje\.'t. 

4. Haring EeeIl a d~ption of the machine in the ne~ I haTe ~nn the sui-Jett 
careful and anxious consitleration. and the ftsult is Wlfaronrable. I do -not think &11:1t a 
machine on the principle$ mentioned e:m supenede the rommon c:hurb. I think the adnn
u.,cres promi..~ d .. ubtful. Howenf, I shall be glad if I am :nistll.eo, :L:1d the nw:hiile 
pro~ capable of doing all that eeems to be expeded of it.. 

s. In ~rerence to this robjett I h.'"e no con£Jence in mT own (IF.Uon. thu~h I how 
I!Omething or ID!lchinery; of cotton I dare not express a ~tiTe opuOOn; I pbce 11<.) ("(lll

fidence in the oplniUll of anr European, or body of Europeaas. on this much misu:l..krstood 
subject; no man or body of men dare say roIl5dent!y .tIat an~ machine will succ:eed in 
t.Uing the place of the c.hurb ti a permanent, economieaI, and e1fectual m~ of !ep:u-:Uing 
the seed frOm the cotton in this country but the ryota; l~ it in their bnJt, and if they 
say it will do. and adopt it, the grest dffiJeratum is wpplied. But unle:;s the machine tin.u 
faTOur with the ryot and cottOll ~ ..J.:t'~ all the mechani .. ':il iDgt'Dwty or the yudd ('!UU1ot 
supenede the churka, for re'.1SI01lS mentioned in mT I'l"por~ and letters in reference to the 
gins. :Establish a sure market for the well cl~ed 1ndigenous cotton, and the people. with 
a little extraneous aid, will giTe it to us at a c:he!lptt rate, from their own c:h~ than they 
em by the u..<:e of any mac:hme 'We em gin them. 

6. If GoTerDJDent _ill &etld one or the machiuea, I .. ill ~Te it mT be$t attention, and 
ascertain its capabilities, by the test Yhieh I haTe applied IO_~.~ .. 

(~) T. J. r-1Vi1~. 
Camp, .A..roopoocoua, C>tton Pbnter. 

30 March 1S-tS. 

From Surgeon R. mglt. Superintendent Cotton Farm.'\ <Aimbatore, to the ~ettC::uy t<> 
Go\"enlDleDt, Rennue Department, Fort SL ~ 

Sir, ~ 

1 BA TX the hoDOur to acknowled.,.-.e the rect'ipt or Minutes of CoD.!!ulta.tiou. Xc. 300. 
under date 2-lth Much l~ c::U;ing t';)r my opini.,ln reguding Mr • .Malhel'·" imprond ~urh 
for cleaning Indian cotton. ' 

J u~-.\ng simply from Mr_ SiJum's da;cripti .. lll of its pincipl~ 1 am di..~ to funn a 
very brourable opiaiou of, i::~c properties as a cotton-cl~ J:DaclUne; but as I bue DOt 
seen it at .wk" and as tho:: : ...... --ed at ~hich it -.orb, cr. in other 1nll'Ih, the cost of ~ 
cottou by it, it not advertel to in :..::: (If the ~ports. I am Umble to oft"er any oplnioQ 
on th~ important hraoch Qf the inquiry. All ,,11 ..-omau. here Cl&I1 with the !wid dnrrb 
clean &hoDt 20 I~ of seed·~ per da,., at a ro;t oa alx'ut 10 pice. 01' Nle lUlM t.:.e 
maund of' 2J lbs., beiDg a little OTe!' Sre ropees per candy (500 lbs.) of ck:m. cotton.. The· 

" • • .. -gin 

• The ~d.eDa:::Lift: Mr: Malhu's dUlrbwiU befoucl at page 36-;, ~ a.D.!Nohfa 
Westenl Pna9mces ~";1~ rel1lna. -
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6Ilw-gm .. orks much quicl:er. and perhaps a Ettle cheaper, but nc.t much; it; h01rever. 
unless the cot1on JS really Tery fresh and good, is apt to injure the starIe. But for the pre
sent, lea~ that dirision of the subject out of oousidera.tio!lo as bein!: oue on which our 
information 1$ ~t imperfect, 1 think. I am justifiN in stating that l100k upon the new 
churka as promising to heeome a Tery useful and efficient mlcl>ine, ud theref<X'l" beg 
leave U» ~--est the propriety of one, at least, beiu; obt.:1ined for the we of this es"".a
bli8hment. 

ho circumstances render the a.!ditioD of '$Dch a machiDe desirable; 1st, 1I"e Lave this 
t:eaSOn succeeded in raWng a n.riety of long stapled ootton, appu-ently a cross between the 
Pernambuco and lIexican; should this prove a permanent T&riety. the staple is much too 
lon~ for cleaning by the saw-gin, aDd mast. therefore. be unseedeil by the churka, or some 
modification of that machinp~ 2d. A mercantile fum at Cx:hin has undertaken to obtain for 
me from the islmd. a supply or fresh Boarbou oottou seed. which I expect 1rill amve in time 
f~lt' so.-ing this ses..~ -11le staple of that nriety is,. also, too long ana delicate for the saw
gin, ",·web wonld completely deStroy it. The seed of the Bourbon cotton we have m culti
,-a.tion W3S pnrclla."Cd from the nati~ and has becAme so much deteriorated by their neglect 
and bad eulture. that it is now acarcely distin.,""Uisbable from Ihe !Win cotton, and can lil;:e it 
'be sepanted from the seed br the gill, b1n good Bourbon cotton could not, and such 1 
expert to obtain from the ne .. ty imported seed.. 

Haring thus the prospect of I!OOD becoming possessed of t1ro such ~e deseriptions of 
cotton. it seems m en" way de:sinble that .. e should haTe a suitable machine for cleaning it, 
and as lIr. Mather's 1s 80 faToura'L11 repcrted on by practical men. I would ~ully 
i~"'eSt that one be DO .. ordered for this establishment, aDd m the el"ent or its coming up 
to our expecwions, more em be subsequently ob+..ained, or probably constructed here. 

Coimbatore, 
4th April ISiS. 

(si.,,"D.ed) 1Wbt. lrf9ht, Surgeon, 
Superintendent Cotton Farms. 

Rennne Department.-(No. 393.)' 

LxnACT from the lfinutes of Consultation. ander chte 17 AprillMS. 

~ the follomg letter: 

From the Collector of l'innevelly. 

[Here enter 21st lIarcllIS4S, No. 67.] 

From Yr • . T. J. F~. Co~ Planter in Tmnel"elly. 

[Here enter 30th lIarch 1848, Xo. 67.] 

From ~mgeon R. lfig!J, Superintendent or Cotton. Farms, Coimbatore. 

[Here enter 4th April. ISiS, Xo. 67.] 

TaE GOTemment ~Te with reference to the CI.llTe$pondence recorded aboTe to apply to 
the Gm-ermnent of India for two oottoo-cleaning machines of the new pattern, invented by 
¥r. Mather. to enable .the o1!i~ en~ed ~ the ~perimen~ cotton ~ at thi;; Pr:
Sldency to forl1l a practical opuuun of lts menu, and Wlth the new or procurmg otl1ers, if 
that opiniml should be faTonrable. 

(~"1led)- H. C. MnlgtrtRn'y, 
Secretary to Government. 

ReTerlue Department.-(Xo. 394.) 

Sir. 
To G • • 4. EllsAhy, E.."q.., Secretary to the GOl"el"Ilment or India. 

I Alii directed to aelDOTledge the l't'Ceipt of your letter, wted 4th ~a.rch ISiS, No. 230, 
and in conveying tbe thanks of the Right Hon<>tlI"lLble the Governor in Council for the 
papers therewith rereiTed, ~-pecting the new cotton-clea.ning machine or U Improved 
Churka,'" mTented by Mr. Mather. to communicate at the same time the rt.'qu~-t of this 
Gonrnment to- be supplied with two or the machin~ to enable the officers en~...ea m 
the exrerimental cotton fa.rms at this ~ency to fonn a practical. opinion as to its 
merits, aDd with the Tiew of proem-ing others hereafter, should that opinion 'IV8tT&llt such 
a pI'Ol'Peding. 

F on 51. George, 
17 _\prillS48. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 
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PROFIT and LOSS ACCOUN T of 300 Bales, of 300 Ibs. each, East India CO'M'ON; being tht> first batch pur
chased by Dr. Wight at Coimbatore from N ath'es, and Cleaned by the Saw Gin for consignment to England, 
as per Court of Directors' Despatch, communicated in the Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 154, under 
date 3d February 1846. fer" Elizabeth Jane." • 

.Dr. 
,,-------------------------~~~---------~~--------------------~--------~--------, 

1846 : 
:n l\!ay to 

December. 

COST and CHARGES in India, "as given by Dr. Wight: 

"To cost of 300 bales of cotton purchased, including the cost of ginning, 
ropes, and half·screwing bales - - - • - - -

_ cost of shed for storing bales - - - - - - • • 
- cost for 100 bandies to convey 300 bales of cotton to Carry-Pat anum -
- expenses incurred in finishing and shipping 300 half-screwed bales, 

as per Sapoorjee Herjee's account, dated Cochin, 13 January 18'7 

Rs. a. p_ 
p,318 - -

25 - -
730, 6 -

708 1 6 

£, s, d. 

Bs. 10,781 7 6 

Rs. 10,781. 74. 6 p. in sterling at 2,. per rnpee is - - • £. 1,0;8 2 11 

1847 : 
11 May -

11 July -
30 September 

CHA.RGES in ENGLAND: , . 
To Liverpool dock rates, at 1) d. per bale - - • • • -
- town dues, at2d. per hale - - - - • - •• 
- freight, as per bill lading - - - - - ~ - • 
- cartage and porterage - - - - - - • - -
- canvas, twine. aDd mending - - - - • - - • 
- advertising public sale 15 B. 6 d., catalogues 12,_ 6 d" auctioneer 

fee II. 1 s. - - • - - • - • • - • 
- warehouse rent - ~ - - - ~ - • • • 
- fire insurance '- - - - - - • • • -
- interest on freight, 77 days - - - - - -' - • 

: ~~:e:~~"mi!i~!es _ : : : : : : : . : : 
-- brokerage - - • - - - - - - - -
- commission and del crede/'e - - • • - - - -

To Cost of, and Charges on, 300 Bales -
Total Balance-Profit - - - -

Cr. 

By Amount realised in England by the sales of the 300 bales East 
India Cotton; cleaned by saw.gin : 

1847; 

4 June - By Perkins, Smith & .Mullens: 

~ 
d,s. mo. Ibs. 

30 ,,-

E I 200 bales, payment under 10 days=10. 3. 59,193, at 5} d. per lb. 
C J. W. McBride & Co. - IIO bales 2,942, at 54 do " 

E. G. Kay - - - $ 20 bales 0,941, at 5id. " 
- T. Smalley' & Co." - - $ 2 bales 574, at sl d. 7' 

- Blessig, Brain & Co. - - ., 12d 11 bales 3,2i9, at SJ d. " 
,1st 57 bales ]6,954, at Sl d. " 

TOTAL Amount received for 300 Bale.. 

;Birkenhead, 
3r December 1841. 

£. ,- d. 
6 5 -
2 10 -

240 - -
13 2 6 

4. 14 7 

27-
3 12 11 
2 11 6 
2 10 8 
- 9 8 
- 12 9 

10 12 {) 
63 16 3 

353 5 7 

• 1,431 8 6 
- 695- 11 2 
--

£. 2,126 19 8 

£. s. tl. 
1,418 3 -

70 9 -
142 6 -
13 15 -
76 2 11 

406 3 9 

, 

£. I. d. 

1------- 2,126 19 8 

• £. 2,126.19 8 

(signed) Wm. Laird. 
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.PROFIT and LOSS ACCO~T o{ 6 Daks ot300 lb:>. e:1c!l, Ea!t lnilia Sew <>deans CorroY, being the 
mn batch purclwed by Dr .. WiaAt, at COOubatore, from Xatives, and cleaned by the aw-gin (or' CO~'7Il

ment to England, u per Court of Directon' D~communiated in the Extract lJ,.iDates of Consultation 
No. 136, under date 2 February 1846. Per" Elizabeth Ja:le."' 

Dr. 

I 

I COa ..... and CJUJIGIS ill belia as ginn b,. Dr. Wight; BA. .. p. L &. d. 

1S46: To CO&t of 8 hales or cottoDa iDcbidiDg the cost of ginning, ropes, and 
halC~tbebales - - - - .. - - - IS911 G 

- east 0I! baDdies to CODT~ • bale. of cotton to Cany-Patanum - H - -- "pense iDftUftd ill fiDishm ... aDd &hippiD ... G halHcre1red bales, as per 
SaprJOljee Hergee'. accolUltdated ~ 131anlW'11U7 - - U 2 7 

BA. 217 It I . 
B&. 217. U a. 1 po ill stErliDg, at 2&. per rupee, is - - - - - £. 21 Ii 9 

I8U; CU&JIGES ill EsGLUD: £. &. 4. 

Ulla,. - To dock rates at sd. per bale · - - · - - . - - 2 8 
I - t01l1l dllell at 2d. per bale - - - - - - - - - 1 -

11 1111,. • ; - !night,:!: hillladiBg - - · - - · - : i ~ 16 -
4 Sept. • i - c:aruge ponerage:- · · - - - - - - a 3 

! - taDTa~ twine, and mending - · - · . - · - -, - III 
- yarehoase rene . . · - · - - - - • I - 1 3 - fire insarance - . · - - - - · - . - I -- interest on freight, 77 day;o - - - - - - - - - 1 -

I -
lJank commWioa - - - - · · - - . - - - 3 

- brokera!!e - • - - · - - - - - - - 4 8 
- COmmi..~OD and del eredere - - - - - - - - 1 8 2 

I 
1 3 4 

Toul Cost 01;, aDd Charges on, G Bales - - - - - 2S 19 1 
To Balance-Profit - - - - - - - - 18 -11 

L 47 - -

Cr. 

,r------------~------------------------------------------------------------------------------~~------~, 

BT Amount Jt'~ in England by the sales or the 6 lWfS East 
india New Orleus Conon, cleaned hy Sly-gin: 

! 

L .. eLi 4! 

18-17: ~ 
.clue 

i Stop!. 

B! Robert lIe Kif', S()' '2d. 1 bale, :!SS ~ at sd. per Ib

B! John Mayal, lIst. S bles, 1,453 lhe. al61L pEl' Ih. 

TonI. ..!mount received for 6 Bales -

Birlenbea-l. 
31 Deeerober 18-11. 

:!96-S~s. 2. sG 

-; • --I 
-.~ 

'-----
47 

L t7 



394 PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

ACCQUNT SALES of 60 Bales of COTTON, per "Olinda," at Cochin, Aecount o,fthe Honourable East India 
,Company, per J. It. Tetley ~ Son. 

1847 : 
25 No.v. ~21 bales 

~ 

Cwt qrs .. lbs. 
• 59 - 13 

3 - 21 tr 16/1 

£. 8. d. £. I. d. 

55 3 20 6,264Ibs. at 4id. 117 9 -

F 6 - 16 8 25 
- 3 18 

16 - 7 1,799Ibs. aUld. 

·93 - 16 
5 - 1 

85 12 I 

88 - '15 9,871lbs.at3id. '154 4 8 

Pickings 66 at 1 d. - 5 6 
-- 30711 3 

Customary allowance on 25 'bales, Ilea ilamagcd anil 
made mercnantable • - - " • • 7,466 lhs. at -l d. 3 17 9 

Freight as per account on above 60 bales 'and ~5 bales sent to Manchester 
London dock charges as per acaount - • • • - • • 

,Public sale charges-I3lots at 2 s. 6d. • • - ... .. '. 
, Brokerage, liper cent. 

Prompt, 26 February 1848 

303 13 6 
1M 10 -

11 19 1 
1 12 6 
3 15 -

-----'-'"'-- 153 3 -

- :t. 150 10 6 

ACCOUNT $ALE:::; of (0. T.) 45 Bales ex "Olinda." Sold for Account ot the Honourable East India 
Company~ per Hugh Fleming. 

1847 : £. I. d. £. I. do 
\4 December By E. and W. Bolling: 

2 bales - 5 2 14 " 0. 1 4" 5 1 10· 598 at 5 d.. 12 9 2 

ByJ. Hill: 

16 80 bales - 85 ° 7 - 4, 1 4- - 80 3 3 • !J,047at41d." 18315 -

By Gladstone Brother & Co. : 

8 bales • 22 2 2 • 1 ° 16 - 21 1 4, - 2,394 " " -
By Geo. Cheetham & Sons: 

5 bales - 14 1 2 - 0 2 24 - 13 2 6 - ],518 
)f " • 

Charges: 

To petty f'xpenses, sampling, &c. '. 

" Carridge from London • £.9 10 -

" Deduct Liverpool rate • 2 17 6 

,. Fire in~urance 

" pel credere commission and brokerage at 81 OIl 2751. 13s. 4t!. 
• 

48 12 6 

30 16 8 

----'I 275 13 4, 

- 15 -

6 12 6 

- 7 6 

9 13 -
17 8 -

£. 258 5 4 
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ACCOUNT SALER of 191 Bales Madras Cotton, ex "LaJy Flora," on Account of the Honourabhl East 
India Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 

, 

1844 : Lot Bale. lbs. £. 8. a. £. 8. d. 

21> July . 1 · 10 .. 2,50t! at 4i d. per lb. .. - · · · .. 48 6 7 

2 - 10 .. 2,526 ,. 
" " 

.. · - .. - .. 48 13 7 

3 · 10 .. 2,522 
" " " 

.. .. .. .. .. · 48 12 -
4 · 10 . 2,529 ".4i " - .. · · .. .. '47 8 4 

5 - lQ .. 2,')25 . , " " 
.. .. .. - · 47 611 

6 .. 10 - 2,526 
" ,J " 

.. · .. .". - .. 47 7 3 

7 - 10 - 2,515 " " " · · · .. - · 47 3 2 

8 · 10 - 2,414 " 4J " · -, 0 .. - · .. 44 - 1 

9 · 10 - 2,504- J1 4 " - .. - - - .. 41 14 8 

10 - 10 - 2,518 " ,J " · - .. · - · 4J 19 4 

II .. 9 - 2,264 " 3} " - · .. .. - - 31 16 9 

12' • 10 .. 2,600 
" 4t " 

.. .. .. .. - .. 49 9 7 

13 .. 10 .. 2,525 " 4t " 
.. .. .. .. · - 48 13 2 

14 .. 10 .. 2,520 " " '1 
.. .. .. .. .. .. 48 11 3' 

15 .. 10 .. 2,5!)I, ,,, " " - .. .. .. .. .. 4& 3 '11 .. 
16 .. 10 .. 2,505 

" " " 
.. .. .. - .. .. 48 ~ 5 5 

-17 .. 1~ .. 2,4Pi " " " 
.. .. .. · .. .. 48 1 3 

18 - 11 .. 2,7(17 ,. " " 
.. .. - .. .. .. 53 6 5 

19 .. 2 .. 503 
" 4! " 

.. .. .. .. · .. 9 8 7 

20 · 3 .. 764 " 4i " :' .. .. .. · · 1414 6 

21 · 2 .. 506 " 3~ " 
.. .. .. .. · .. 7 2 '.4 

22. - 1 .. 258 " 4l I' · .. .. .. .. ,.. 4 16 9 

23 - 1 .. 249 
" 31- " 

.. .. .. .. .. - 3 10 1 

24 .. 1 . 252 » 51 It .. . .. .. .. .. .. 5 10 3 

25 .. 1 .. 200 " 01 " 
.. .. .. - .. - - 2 1 

----
884 4 3 

I 
Allowance on two bales not equal to sample - .. .. .. .. - 13 9 

883 10 6 
Freight, as per account .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. - 210 5 8 

Dock charges, as per accounts .. .. - .. .. .. .. - 12 17 3 _' 

Rent - .. - .. .. .. . .. .. .. - .. . 5 2 6 

Public sale c~arges on 25 lots at 2 8. (I tI. .. - - .. - - 3 2 6 

Broke~age, 1, pe!, Gent. - .. .. .. - .. .. · .. 8 J6 10 

240 4 9 
I 

Prompt, October 26,1844 • . 
£. 643 5 9 . 

E. E I London, 31 October 1844. 
J. B" Tetky ~ Son. 

2gG-Sess. 2. 



PAPERS ,R~~ATJNG TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 
" , 

ACCOUNT SALES of 483 BALES of COTTON, per" Argyra." :I sold for Account the Honourable East 
India Company, per Hugh Fleming of Manchester. I 

Payment, 10 Days and 3 Months. 

1848: 
8 August By G. Cheetham and Sons, for 14' Bales: 

11 
" 

NO, 1 bale, NOF. 13 bales • 38 2 21· 2 0 
36 2 21 • 

Carriage , , 
,. 

~.' By Itoh. }tetton, for 2 bales: 

o.} or 4.109 at 4 do 

NO P, 2 B • 6 I 26 • 1 4 .. 6 0 21 or 58t a~ 21 d. • 

Carri.l'ge . ~ l .' 
16 August "I By Jas. KE'nnedy and Co., for If baleS: 

N &,0 F, 14 B •• 38 0 O·!! 0 o. 86 0 0, or 4,032 at 8 d. 

5 Sept. 

8 " 

Carriage 

By G. Cheetham 'and Sons, for 31 bales: 

N + 0 F 1 bale' - '2 2 26' • 16 - 2 2 10,' or 2.90 at 41 d. ;. 
# 

N+OFM,4B -.11089 .. 2810·. 'I 1, or 1;149 at sid. 

COOT, 9 ·B ... 124 8 15' • 1 1 " - 23 2 Ii, or 2,6~3 at 4tL 
44 0 9, or 4,937 at 4d •• 

Carriage ". ". 

By J as. Chrimes, for r bale: 

-NO F,-1 bale·.... 2 2 22 • 16 • 2 fl 6, or, 2~6 at ~! d. _ 
I 

Carriage 

4 

W • EXPLANATION OP THE MARKS FROM On. WIGHT: 

NO • - - -, 
NOF 

Farm growq New Orleans, 1846. 
Ditto ditto 1846-47. 

N + 0 F - • ... Farm gr,')wn New Orleans, of the crop of 1847-48. 
N + 0 F - Ditto' ditto ditto marked. 

1 

I. as a samp1e from sec;d sown the end of May. 

.: 

£ ••• d. 
\ ' 

68 I) 8 

- 17 " 

6 13, -

-' 2 , 

60 8 -

- 17 

" 1 -

82 (, 8 

1 18 3 

$ 13 

2 
(continued) 

N + 0 F - - • Farm grown,New Orleans, of the crop of 1847-48, marked 2, as a sample from 
2 seed SOWll 15th June. 

N + 0 r M: - - Farm grown New Orleans, of the crop of 1847-48, middling quality. 
NO P New Orleans pllrchased, native grown. 
NOM P Ditto ditto, middling qual.ty. 
OOF Farm grown Oopum. 1846-47. 
00 - • _ - Purchased Oopum cotton gin cleaned. 
00 M ., - • Ditto ditto, middling quality. 
CouT - • - Oopun., churka cleaned and th~uhed. .. 

• 
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1848 : 
26 Sept. 

ACCOUNT SALES of 483 Bales of Cotton, per" Argyra," sold for Account, &c.-continued. 

By Jos. Clarke & Br., for 371 bales: 

00300 B 834 2 9 

NOFH 38 2 15 

NOP, 11 Ol( 

NO:r.rp 1 2 2 26 

OOF3 8 1 7 

o OAr 49 136 2 9 

£. I. d. 

1,031 3 2' - 53 0 0 - 9'i8 '3 2, or 109,644 at 31 r1. 

Carriage -

1,484 15 -

23 14, .4 

26 " By G. Clarke &; Co., for 50 bales: 

00,50 bales - 139 1 23 - 7 0 16 - 132 1 7, or 14,819 at 31 d. - 200 13 5 

Carriage ,- 3 3 

£. 1,995 9,10 

To Carriage from Liverpoul -

" (anvas, twine, &c., mending -

It Public Sale expenses 

Charges: 
£. I. d. 

- 29 12 2 

- 16 "'l" 

4 16 

" Bkge., del credere, an~ cornn. a~ 31 d'1!er lb., at 1,995 I. 9 I. 10d. 69 16 6 

." ,Fire Insurance .- .- P 10 .... 110 10 8 

--/---, 

Manchester, 
31 October 1848. 

Nett proceeds, averaging cash, 4th January '849 - -.£. 1,884 19 2 

E. E. 

Manchester Commercial AsRociation, 
Sir, -- i "N'ovember 1848. 

REFERRING to my letter of yesterday's dater I have now the honour to transmit 
" Account Sales," &c., of the shipment of cottdn, ex " Argyra," amounting to 
1,884l. 19 s. 2 d. (eighteen hundred an~ eighty-four pounds, nineteen shillings 
and two pence) nett, which I hope "ill prove satisfactory to the Honourable 
Court. The purchasers of the several parcels have received printed circulars 
from me, requesting their report (in a tabular form) as to the working qualities 
of the cotton, which shall be forwarded to you for the information -of the Court 
as soon as I obtain them. You will observe in' the account sales one bale of 
cotton de~cribed in red* ink; . I have so distinguished it, as it was considered the .. Printe:l in italics, 
best ever Imported 'from IndIa, and was the produce of seed sown 29th May p. 396• 
1847; I forwarded a statement of the prices obtained for this cotton to Dr. 
'Vight, per last mail. 

James C. Melvill, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c. 

India House, London. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 

I have, &c. • 
(signed) Hugh Fleming, 

, Sccr~tary. 
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Manchester Commercial Association, 
Sir, _ 29 November 1848. 

HEl\EWITH I have the honour to transmit for the information of the Court of 
Directors of the Honourable East India Company, reports on the working 
qUcllities of the cotton per" Argyra" recently suld by me for their account. 
There are several circulars still outstanding, which shall be forwarded to you as 
J receive them. 0 

James C. Melvill, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c. 

East India House, London, 

I haloe, &c. 
(signed) . Hugh Fleming, 

Secretary. 

Mancheste~ Commercial Association, 
Sir, 26 September 1848. 

OBSERVING that you have purchased one bale of the experimental cotton, imported. by the 
Honourable the East India Company, per" Argyra," consigned to me, I beO' to annex a Jist 
of queries as to its working qualities, to which rrequesf the favour of yo~ reply, for the 
information of the Honourable Company, who are most desirous, as far as in them lies, to 
extend and improve the cultivation of the cotton plant in India. A separate report upon. 
each parcel will be esteemed a favour. 

I am, &c. 

Messrs. Geo. Cheetham & Sons, 
Staley Bridge. 

(~igned) Hugh Fleming, 
Secretary. 

o Particulars as to the Working Q~alitities of East India Cotton. 

Per " Argyra.'~-N. and 0: F._ 

Questions. 2. Anst.Derl. 

General character of the cotton as to 
sta{)le, &c.? 

Clean and bright, co~o~. 

20s: 

Fair staple. 

Nos. of yarn spun? • 
What does it lose' as 'compared with com

mon Surat? 
No means of ascertaining. 

What does it lose as compared with 
Orleans, or of nearly the same character? 

The quantity being so small, we have used 
it with Orleans, and should think the 1088 
would be about the same, but have not tried 
it separately. 

Further observations :_ 

The abOTe remarks apply to the whole of the cottons purchased. 

Pro Geo. Cheetham &; Sons. 
(signed) J. Smith: 

r ARTICULARS as to the Working Qualities of East India Cotton, per " Argyra.. .. 
f ~ t J \ r, J. ~.... ¥ 

General character of the cotton as 
to staple, &c. P ~ - ;-

N QS. of yarn spun ? 

What does it lose as compared 
with common Surat, on a bale 
weighing 414.1~s:? 

What does it lose as compared 
with 'Orleans, of, or nearly of, the 
same character, on one bale weigh. 
ing 4.0. 20? 

Further ob~ervations : 

Very short in staple and neppy. , 
•• , \ J , 

12s. 
SuraL Experimental Cotton. 

Before carding~ 571bs. 181bs'10n one bale 

I
weighing 

After carding 34lhs. 211bso 2.2. 17. 
Orleans. ' Experimental Cotton. 

28 lbll. 39 lbs. Jon one bale weighing 
281bs. 2.2. 17. 

561bs. 

The cotton' of Ipis cargo is not as good as the last by fully a farlfing per lb., being of • 
very short staple', 

(signed) Josep!" Clark and Brother. . \-
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ACCOUNT SALES 0£871 bales East India COTrON ex "Ganges,"from Cochin, Bold at Manchester, for 
account the Honourable East India Company, by'Hugh Fleming. 

1849 : 

'24 July 

26 July 

27 July 

28 J~ly 

31 July 

23 Aug. 

24 Sept. 

24 Sept. 

10 Oct. 

;q() Oct. 

Payment, 1e~ days and three month~. 

By George Cheetham & SOIli', for 371 bales: 

- COO T 326 B wg. 897. O. 25 - 46. 2. So} 95 2731b t 'l.d 850. 2. 17. • _ • _ _ or, s. a '"s • 

" 45 B.-wg. 125. It. 19 - 6. 120. O. :}or 13,3551bs. at 41cl. 
119. O. 27 - - - -

Carriage • 

By Robinson & Brothers, for 25 bales: 

.. 0 0 20 B. wg. 55. 1. 17,· 2. 3.-12 - 52. '1. 23., or '5,875 lbs. at 54. 

" 5. B. wg. 14. O. 13 - 2.24.0 .. 13. 1.7., or 1,491 Ibs. at 41d. 

Carriage .. 

By Edward Sidebottom & Sons, for 2 balei!: 

02 B. wg. 5.1.2 .. 1.4.0 • 4.3.26., or 5581bs. at 4id. 

Carriage .. 

By J. P.'& E. Westliead, for'IO'biLles: 

o 0 10 B. wg. 27. 3. 21 - 1. 1.20 .. 26.2. 1., or 2,969 lbs. at 54 ... 

Carriage - .. 
.. By G. Cheetham & Sons, for 31 bales: 

N + 0 F. 31 B. wg. 86. O. 0 .. 4. 1.20 - 8!. 2. 8., or 9,136 lbs. at oid. 
Carriage .. 

By'Clias. Haigh, for 10 'bales: 

o 0 10 'R. wg. 27. 2 '~~ - 1. i. 20 - 26. J. "6., or 2,94~ lbs. at 5 d. -

Carriuge.. .. - . - .. - .. -

By Simon & Cd.; "for 25 bales: 
, .-

0025 B. wg. 69.2. 16 - 3.3.5 - '65: 3. 11., or 7,37{j Ibs. at 4ld . .. 

Carriage • 
, 

By S. & H. Sallluelson, for 80 bales: 

00 30 B. wg. 83. I. 7 - 4. 1. 4. .. 79. O. 3., or 8,8511bs. at 4itl. -

By G. Cheetham & Sons, for 334 bales ; 

00332 B.wg. 918.3. 2 .. 41.1{20 - 871. I. 10., or 97,590 lbs. at 54. 

002 B. wg. 5. 1. 21 - O. I. 4, .. 5. O. 17., or 577 lbs. at 4!tl. - -
2 Carriage 

.. By ~elly & Gilmour, for 2ii bales: 

N + 0 F. - 2d sort, 13 bales 

NO P - 2d .. 3 " 

N 0 F & B.. 2d " 1 " wg. 68. 1. 16. 1 
NO&: R F _ 1st ., I I' 3.2.8. T. & D. j7,260Ibs.at4i d. 

N 0 & B F':' 2d " 1" 64. 2. 5 Nett, or 

NOP .:. 2d " 1 " 

K & G" no mark - - 5 " 
Carriage - _. ~ 

2g6.:...8ess. 2. 

£. I. d. £. I. d. 

132 6 10 

- 8 6 
132 15 4 ,--_-l... ___ _ 
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1849: 
12 Oct. 

1849 : 
17 July 
17 -
11 -
17 -
17 -
17 -
17 -
17 -
17 -

PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURE~ TAKEN SINCE 1847 . - . 
ACCOUNT SALES Of 871 bales East India Cotton ex " Ganges," from Cochin-continued. 

By Kelly & Gilmour, for 8 bales: 

N+OP 
NOP&B
SBM 
SNOB 
BF 

2 bales} • 
1 " 2 " wg.21. 3.7 -1. 0.16 - 20. 2. I9.,or 2,315Ibs.at51cl. 
2 " 
1 " ' 
Carriage 

Charges: 

- To carriage from Liverpool - - -
- porterage, weighing, and sampling 
- mending and canvas 
- cartage at Liverpool 
- cartage at Manchester 
- fire insurance -
- petty expenses - - • -
- to interest on 86'.58. 9d., 151 days· 
- del credere, commission, and brokerage o~ 5,0931. 168. 4d., at. 8io/.d. 

50 12 -
- 2 9 

66 14 5 
21 15 6 
- 15 -
7 - 10 
- 9 3 
6 7 6 
1 10 "" 
1 15 71 178 5 '8 

6014 

5,093 16 

274 13 

Nett proceeds, averaging cash, 15 December 1849 • £. ! 4,819 2 
I 

\} 

, 

0-

7 

I 

Manchester, 
12 Dec. 1849. 

E.E. 
(signed) H uri' Fleming. 

ACCOUNT SALES of 170 Bales COTTON, ex '~Aurora," from Tutacoryn, account of the HODoura1'i1e 
, East India Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 

---~ 

18t9: 
2 August -

----. 
Tinnevelly Churka, 89 bales: 

Lot. Nos. Bales. lbs., £. I. d. £. ,. tA 
4 . 31/40 - 10- 3,325 at 4 i d. per lb. 65 16 2 
5 - 41/50 - 10 8,840 
6 -. 51/60 - 10 - .8.313 
7 ~ 61/70 - 10 8,826 
8 - 71/80 

81/90 
'- - 10 8,320. 

9 - - 10 8,806 
10 - 91/100 ~ - 10 3,315 
11 101/109 9 2,996 

*11 . 115/117 - - 3 marked gin 997 
110/114 5 sampled 1,599 12 -

13 -
17 • 
18 • 
19 -
20 -
21 -

-
118I1l9 - 2 damaged 

Tin1Jevelly Gin, 78 balea;' 

31/iO • 10 
41/50 - 10 
51/60 - 10 
61/70 - 10 
71/80 - 10 

22 - 81/90 - 10 
23 .1 91/97 • 7 
24 r 95/9. 103/4. 1 

- l 106. 108 J 
25 - '101/3. 105/107 ... 

- 6 
- 5 sampled 

Tinnevellj American, 8 bales: 

26 - l;3 - 3 

Freight, as per account -
Intel'est on ditto, 98 days 

Landing' and extra charges, as per dock account 
Rent, as per account - - - - - , 
Public sale charges, 2110t8 at 28. 6d. - _ 
Brokerage, 1 per cent. - • - -
CommiSSion on 60 bales sent to Manchester -

• 
• 

Prompt, 3 November 1849. 

668 

3,306 
8,309 
3,317 
8,327 
3,310 
8,310 
2,320 

1,767 

1,608 

957 

-

.. 

" 
66 2 1 

•• 65 11 6 

" (16 16 6 

" 65 14 2 

" 61i 8 7 

" 65 12 2 

" 59 0 6 
41d• 18 13" 10 

,4id• 30 16 8 
41d. 11 16 7 

---!.- 680 13 a 

4~d. 61 19 9 

" 62 - 10 

" 62 3 10 

" 
62 7 7 

" 
62 1 8 

" 
62 1 3 

" 
43 10 -

" 83 2 7 

4j-el. 29 6 3 478 ll! 4 

4Jd. 18 18 10, 

£.288 1,078 6 5 
3 17, 4 
-- 29117 4 

(signed) 

14 19 8 
4 15 1 
2 12 6 

10 15 8 
3 -

_--1,328 

_ £. 750 

- 3 

5 2 

J.B. Tetley 9' Son. 
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ACCOUNT SALES of 60 Bales of Tinnevelly COTTON, ex" Aurora," sold for account the Honourable 
_ East India Company, by Hugh Fleming. 

Payment, 10 days a!1d three months. 

184~: 
By Thomas Calrow & Sons, for 10 bales: • 

Gros.. T. & D. Nett. Lbs. 
16 August - 10 B. wg. 31 1 l4. - 1 1 20 - 29 3 22 or 3,354, at sd. -_ 

£. 8. d. 
69 17 -
- 10 11 

£. s. d. 

, Carriage (Liverpool rate) - - • • • 
70 7 11 

By Edward Sidebottom & Sons, for 60 bales: 
Gross. T. & D. Nett. Lbs. 

20 August· 1)0 B., wg. 157 3 19 • 7 0 16 ,- 150 3 3 or 16,887 at 5d. 
Carriage (Liverpool rate) - • 

- 351 16 -
2 15 4 

--- 354 II 4 

Charges: 

To Carriage from London • .. • 
- Sampling, weighing. and delivering -
- Fire Intlurance 
- Bank commission and petty expenses - - - - _. • 
- Del crederr, commission and brokerage on 424.l. 198. 3 d. at 3} per cent. 

I~ ri 1

6

'" 3 

14 11 6 
31 9 11 

£.1-393 9 4 

Nett proceeds averaging cash, 2 December 1849. 
E.E. 

Manchester, 
15 September 1!!49. 

(signed) Hugh Fleming. 

(No. 74.) 

From F. B. Elton, Esq., Acting Collector, to J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary 
to Government, l<'ort St. George. 

, Sir, ' 
I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying letter and its enclosures 

received from Mr. "Finnie, cotton plant~, transmitting (as promised in his Jetter 
to Government of the 14th ultimo) a statement of cost and charges on the 230 
bales of cotton shipped on the "Auror~," from the port of Tutacorin, bound for 
London. 

(signed) 'F. B. Elton, Acting, Collector. 
Tinnevelly, Trichendoor, 

17 ~"'pril 1849. 
----------~-------------------

(No. 504.) 
From T. J. Finnie, Esq., Cotton Planter, to F. B. Elton, Esq .• Acting Collector; 

" Tinnevelly. ' 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a statement of cost and charges on 230 bales of cotton, shipped 
-on the " Aurora," from the port of Tutacorin." bound to London. 

2. I observe that there is a discrepancy between the bill of lading and l\Iessrs. Arbuthnot 
and Co.'s statement as to the number of bales of the different marks. The bill of lading
gives churka 119, gin 108, Ameriran 3; while Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co.'s bill gives 
<lhurka 116, gin III (one being a small bale), American 3; both agreeing as to the aggregate 
quantity. but diff~ring in regard to the number of bales bearing definite marks. 1 adopt 
Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co.'s statement, which is most likely to be correct. 

3. I have so often recorded my views as to the relative advantages of ginning cotton our
selves, and inducing the people to clean it properly, that I deem it unessential to say more 
at present on the subject. 

4. [may remark, however, that I place no great stress on the operations of Government 
11S a. purchaser of cotton; my object has been to awaken an interest on the subject of the 
improvement of the indigenous cotton in the minds of the' European agents, native dealers 
and ryots, who must co-operate. in order to effect the desired improvement, and I am • 
O"lad to report that many are becoming alive to the importance of attention to the cleanness 
~f the article. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 3 H 5. Regarding 
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5. Regarding the success of the American cotton in the plains, I can only say that its 
success depends orl* its adoption by the people. If the plant produces sufficient to satisfy 
the people in pecunIary results, they will soon extend its culture; but if it continues to 
fail, as it has hitherto done: to yield a profit, the ryots of course will not continue to eult i
vate it at a. pecuniary sacrifice. It is very desirable that it should succeed, and I shall us e 
every effort in my power to insure its success. " 

• (signed) Thomas James Finnie" ' 
Sevacausey, 11 Apri11849. Cotton Planter. 

ACOOPNT of COSTS and C.ELUGES Incurred on a quantity of COTTON Cleaned by the 
Native Churka, and the American Gin respectively. 

Churkaed": 
Cost 'Of 76 candies, and 459i lbs. of churka cleaned cot

ton, at 55 Company's rupees per candy ; when pressed. 
forming 116 bales of 337 lbs. each, making 39,092 Ibs. 

Rs. a. p., RI.' a. p. 

Cart-hire for transit to Tutacorin .. 

(From the weights of tbe bales, it .ppears that 
632 Ibs. was gained hy difference of weight in the 
interior and at t~e port). 

Cost of623 'pothees and 159A Ibs.~ or 354 candies and 
9Hlbs.()fnativeseedcotton~averagil1gatRs 12.14.1. 
'per candy; when the seeds were separated, making 
candies '14 and lhs. 197 of cleaned cotton, forming 111 
bales, 110 of 3371bs. each. and ooe half bale of 1271bs., 
making 3'1,1971bs.~ 

Ginned: , \ 
Cooly hire lor ginnmg and packing cotton Rs. a. p. 

into bundles - 772 is 11 
Cloth, twine, &c., for packing cotton 54 
Cart·hire for transit to Tutacorltt - - 114 2 1~ 

Deduct cash -realised for seed t 

~merican Ginned: 

940 8 10 
- ,508 '1 7 

Cost of 4 pothees and 180~ Ibs., or 2 candies and 3161 Ibs. 
of American seed cotton purchased from the ryots, 
at :P,. 15. 12. 10. per candy, making, after ~eparating 
the seed, 342 lbs. of clean cotton 

Cooly-hire for ginning. -
'Cloth, twine, and packing -
Cart-hire' - - - -

Rs. a. p. 
- 1 11 
- r 1 
- 1 - 9 

4,230 {} 1 
112 5 10 

4,574 3 7 

432 1 3 

41 10 9 

3 '12 9 

(There are 2 bales of Ameriflll,D. cotton at 33'llbs. each and 1 of i 
300 Ihs., making 9'141bs., 632 Ihs. of which was produ~ at the I ' 

CourlaUum farm, hut inadvertently mixed at Tutacorin). ' 

MessrS. Arbuthnot ana 00.'8 'bill for preesing charges, &c., a copy of which 
is enclosed .. - .. , .. - - - - _ _ 

Messrs. Pany ana Coo's bill for rreigh~ a copy ,of which js enclosc:lj -

4,342 14 11 

5,006 4 10 

45 7 6 

811 13 11 
3,141 13 1 

TOTAL R.. 13,348 6 3 
J , , ' 

Sevacausey, 11 April 1849. 
(signed) Tho1TUU James Finnie, 

Cotton Planter. 

• 'The per·centage of~Jean cotton after separating the seed by the gin is'!u. We had nothing 
to do ""Ith the seed of the cotton cleaned by the churka., 

t s09 potbee. of seed from the lIa~'fe seed cotton purcbased remaining ur.sold. 
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Honoumble Company [through T. J. Finnie, P.sq.,] tn Messrs. Arb.thnot and c •. 

To press hire on ll(j bales, each containing 3371bs. of churka cotton, to 
candies 78, lbs. 92; at 5 rupees a. candy - - - - - -

To ditto, ditto, on 110 bales, each bale containing 3371bs. of gin cotton, 
and 1 half bale, containing 1271bs. of ditto, to candies 74, IhS. 197; at 5 
rupees a candy - - - - - - - - - -

To ditto. ditto, on 2 bales, each bale containing 3371bs. of American gin. 
ooUo!ls and l1>ale, containing 300 lba. of ditto, to candy t lbs. 474; 
at 5 rupeelJ a candy .,.. .. - - ... .. .. - -

To Cooly hire, conveying 100S8 bundles from the godowQ. into the press-
house 

To ditto, ditto, wheelin~ balelJ from the press-house to godown 
To ditto, ditto~ storing bales in godown - - - -
To four Coolies, preparing gunny bags - - - .. 
To four bottles cocoa-nut oil. 
To Cooly hire, marking 229j bales, at 8 annas per 100,.. 
To shipping charges' on 2296 bales, at 36 rupees per 100 
To boat hire on 2291 bales takea to the ship" Aurora" 

: 1 

"To inspector's Commission Oll 2291 bales . - .. .. :1 
i 

RIJ. a. p. 

390 14 8 

371 15 G 

91110 

- 10 4 
118 
1 11 11 
- 8 -' 
.- 10, 8 
1 4 10 
8 6 

22 15 4 
248 

TOTAL CDo'S Rs.I--8~1-1-1-3-1-1-

Tutacorin, 20 February 1849. 

(True copy.) 

~E: E.) 
(signed) Arbutlmot t Co. 

(signed) T. J. Finnie, Cotton Planter. 

N-B.-The Bill being made out in my Dame, I ha.vEI added that part of the heading in 
brackets. . 

----------- -~ ---- ~----------

Honourable Company [through T. J. Finnie, Esq.,] Dr. to Messrs. Ptl.TT!f ana Co. 

To freight on 230 bales of cotton, per "Aurora,'" from Tutacorin to LondQIl, being seventY"" 
• two (72) tons, as per bill of lading, at 4 L per ton. 

Exchange at 1 I. lad. per rupee, - - Rs.. 3,141 13 1 

(E. E.) 

• "Tutacorin, 21 February 1849. 
(sign.ed) A. Forrester Brown, 

Agent to Messrs. Parry and Co. 
(True copy) 

(signed) T • .J. Finnie, Cotton Plante!". ' 

No B.-The bill being made out in my name, I have added that part of the heading ~ 
brackets. 

(True copies.) 

(signed) w:. H. Bayley, , 
Acting Deputy Secretary to Govemmtnt. 

. Manchester Commei·cial Association, 
~il', 28 Au~ust 1849. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit report" as to the qualities of the ship
ment of experimental cotton: eX' " Ganges Sf and" Aurora;" large quantities of 
the approved marks would always meet with a ready sale, bnt spinners are 
unwilling t~ take ,a ~ind of cotton into use which they cannot follow up with a 
similar sort, the supply bdng deficient. 

James ,C. Melvill, Esq"7 
&c.. &c. &c. 

India House, London. 

296-Sess. 2. 3 H2 

I ha,"e, &c. 
(signed) Hugh Fleming. 

Secretary: 

REPORt' 

II. 
Madras. 
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REPORT on the Quality of East India COTTON, ex ,.' Ganges" and "Atirora," from 
, Coimbatore aud Tinnevelly. 

MARK. 

COOT* ~ 

No. I. 

COOT . 
No.2. 

COO· ., 
No.3. 

00 • 
No,4. 

002nd. -
No¥5. 

N+OF -
No.6. 

N + OF2d 
No.7. 

SBM 
No.8. 

SNOB' -
No.9. 

NOP -,..' 
NO'.Jo. 

NOP2d -. 
--No.11. 

BF -
No. ~2. 
NO&BF' 

No.13. 

N'O &:. B F'2nd' -
No. 14. 

NOF&B 
No. 15. 

N + OP2nd 
No. 16. 

NOP&13 
No. 17. 

0 -
No; 18. 

Tinnevelly churka 

Tinnevelly gin -

NUMBER 
of 

BALES. 

298 

45 

28 

427 

7 

31 

13 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

30 

30 

Ex "GANGES." 

Clean bright cotton, short in staple, adapted to the Not
tingham market for hosiery, purposes. If a greater 
quantity of this cotton were coming forward it would 
be readily used. 

Ditto, but not so good, being of a secondary quality. 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

Clean bright cotton, petter thau No. I, though not so well 
cleaned, staple injured in ginning, but very well adapted 
for weft of all descriptions. 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

This is the most serviceable cotton in the present shipment~ 
and suitable for any manufactaring purpose. 

Very poor. 

, This is a very good cotton, ,valued at about ~ ad. per lb.; 
in colour it is equal to fine bowed, but not quite 80 fine 

I in the ~le; the' quantity being so very small, it is 
difficult to arrive at its true value. The same remarks 
apply ,to the following lots. 

As per No.8. 

- ditto. 

ditto. 

.; ditto. 

- ditto. , , 

- ditto. 

ditto. 

- ditto. 

Asper No.8. 

- ditto. 

Ex "AURORA." 

This cotton is' very much· approved of, and purchaserSe 
would be found for almost any quantity. 

- ditto. 

(signed) Hugh Fleming, 
Secretary, 

Manchester Commercial Association. 



TO. PROMOTE THE,CULTIVATION OF COTTON ,IN INDIA, 40.5 

ACCOUNT SALES of 42 Bales COTTOY, ex "Dispatch," on Account of the Honourable 
East India Company, Messrs. Tetley ~ SflTt. 

1850 : Tinnevelly gin, 42 bales: une 12 - £. 8. d, £. s, d. 
NoB. Bales. lbs. 

J 

6 to 15 - - - 10 - 3,318 at 5~d. 79 910 
16 to 25 - - - 10 - 3,325 

" 79 13 3 
26 to 35 - - - 10 - 8,817 

" 79 9 5 
36 to 46 - - - 11 - 3,662 

" 
87 14 8 

- 47 - - - 1 damaged 290 5~ 6 9 10 
332 '17 -

Freight, as per account - - - - - - M 1 7 
Dock charges - - .. - - • - 3 16 -
Rent, as per accounts - - - - - - 1 5 10 
Brokerage, 1 per cent... - - - - . 3 6 7 
Commission on 10 bales sent to Mancbl'ster - - - 10 -

62 19 -
£. 269 181 T, 

Prompt, 14 Sl'ptember 1850. 

Per "Dispatch." 

ACCOUNT SA.I~ES of 10 Bales Of Tinncvclly 'COTTO;~ 80ld in Manchester, for Account 
, ' , ,9tthe lIopourl'ble East rhdia Company" by Hugh Fleniing. 

; 'i 

Payment 10 days and 3 months. 

1850: By Kelly and Gilmour for tte. whole: , ' 
June 25 - ,lOB.,wg.29.2.10. -1.1.20.T.&D.;28.1.0.'N., 

or 3,164Ibs., at 6i d. per lb. -' .. -,-
Carriage (Liverpool rate) - - .> -

£. t. d. - £. ~ .. tl. 

85 13, -
- l4, 10 , 

86 ,7 '10 

Charges: " 

" 
5 "1 '11 

2 7' 6 
. 

3 - "0 

_ To carriage from London - - - - -
To del credere, commission and brokerage" on 

86/. 78. 10 d., at 3A d. % - I - -' \ - ' -

Net Proceeqs, averaging cash, adl October ,850 - - - £. 
i _ 

July 6 -- To cash -
To interest 

£. 6. d. 
• 79 19 4 - 94 days. 
• 1 - 7 

£, 80 19 11 

B.B. 

80 1,9,11 

(signed) 

Manchester Commercial Association, 
Sir, 29 June 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information oi the Court of Direc
tors of thE." Honourable East India Company, that I have sold the 10 bales of 
Tinnevelly cotton at 6 ~d. pel' pound. This cotton is beautiful in colour, and is 
~xtremely clear. ' 

James C. Melvill, Esq'l 
&c. &c, &c. 

2g6-Sess. 2. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Hugh, Fleming, 

Secretary. 

If. 
Madr8 



PAPERS RELATJNG TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

ACCOUNT, SALES of 289 Bales of COTTON, ex "ltlorayshire," from Cochin. for account of the IIonourabla 
East India Conpany, per J. R. Tetl,,!! t Son. 

< 

Lot Nos. £. I. d. £. I. d. 

1 
1850: 

~ 
1 

Aupst 2 - - 1 to 30 - 30 bales sent to Manchester. 
OC 0 

223 bales - - 3 
4- - 31 to 40 - 10 - 3,071 at 7d. per lb. 89 II '5 
5 .. 41 to 50 - 10 . 3,035 

" 
88 10 5 .. .. 51 to 60 - 10 - 3,061 

" 
,89 5 '1 

7 .. 61 to 70 - )0 - 3,067 ,. 89 9 1 
8 .. 71 to 80 - 10 - 3,047 

" 
88 17 5 

9 0 81 to 90 - 10 - 3,021 
" sa 2 3 

10 - 90 to 98 - 8 - 2,406 
" 

70 3 6 
11 - 99 to,103 - 5 .. 1,503 

" 
43 16 9 

Country damaged .. 12 - 104 to 114 - 11 - 3,391 at 6 t d. per lb. 97 2 8 

" 
13 - 115 to 125 - II - 3,399 at 6 ~ d. " 95 11 11 

" 
14 0 126 to 136 - 11 \ - 3,300 

" " 
95 6 10 

Sea damaged C. t " 15 - 137 to 1406 .. lQ .. 3,008 at 6t d. 
" 

86 3 4 

" 
1 - 16 - 147 to 156 .. 10 - 3,085 at 61 d. 

" 
86 15 4 

" 
1 - 17 - 157 to 166 - 10 - 3,0411 at 6t d. 

" 
87 4 6 

" 
1 .. 18 - 167 to 176 - 10 - 3,052 ,. It 87 8 6 . 

" 
1 .. 19 - 17.'1 to 186 · 10 - ,3,0;0' 

" " 8'1 18 9 

" 
1 .. 20 . 187 to 195 · 9 .. 2,730 

" " 
78 4 1 

" 
C.2 • 21 - 196 to 205 · 10 0 8,13'1 at 61 d. .. 86 11 11 .. 2 .. 22 . 20G to 215 - 10 · 3,088 at 64 do :II 83 12 8 , 

2 - 23 .. 216 to 222 - '1 - 2,124 57 10 6 
" .. " " 

3 .. 24 - 22iS - 1 - 3J2aUId. 
" 

'1 6 3 

" 
2.i). .. 224 to 226 - 3 - 884 alGid. 

" 
2a 18 10 

2d sort, ;') bales, sea} 2d .. 227 .. 1 .- 299 at 6i d. " 
7 18 9 

damaged - -
" 26- - 228 · 1 .. 286 

" It 111 11 . 
·{:n 230 to 2391 bale M' h NO F 35 bales 240 to ~49 J 20 S sent to anc estel:. 

,. 29 - 251,252 - ~ · 631 at 8 d. per lb. 21 - 8 

S d t:1' de. 1 ~ so { 253/259.261. } 10 · 3,025 at. 71 d. 94 10 7 ea ama .. e 262. 290 " .. C. 2 - 31 281. 291. 2~!1 • 3 ~ 93' at.6id. .. ~;') 15 8 

2d sort. 2' bales - 32 263/268. 250 · 7 · 2,093 at 6i tl. 
" 

ClI 4 8 

Sea damaged, C. 1 ~ 33 260. 269 to 280 13 ~ 3,950 ,. 
" 

96 13 10 

" C.9- S4, · 282, ~1!I3 · 2 .. 617 at f4d. " 
u 9 3 

II C. 3· 35 - 284 ,. 1 · 318 at Old. " 
6, I5 10 

" 
C. 4- 36 · 2~5 - 1 ... S03 at 3 d. " 

4 5 3 

NOP ·37 287 
, 

3o, at 6! d. au 2 . · - 1 - ,. 
2 bales,seadamaged, }a8 · 288 - I · 310 at 6fd. " 

-8' 11 2 
C.I· • .. , . 

2,056 4 a 

Freight. 88 per account • . . . - . . £.244 IS -
Interest on ditto· - . . . - - . 3 3 -. 248 1 ---Landing charges, as per dock accounts - - .. .. . - - 19 1 10 

'Rent, &c .• as per account .' -- - . - - . - - 7 711 
Public sale cbarges, 38 lots at 28. 6d. - - - - - - - 4.15 -
Brokerage, 1 per cent. - • . - - . - - - 20 11 3 
Commission en 60 bales sent to ?t1anchester - - . - - .. 2 10 - -

302 7 -
i - \6 .... 

(. Prompt. November 2d, 1850. , 1,753 17 3 

(Errors excepted.) , 
(signed) J. R. Tetley J" Son. 



. 
'TO PROMOTE'TIIE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 4!)7 

ACCOUNT SALES of 50 Bales EAST INDIA COTTON, ex" Morayshire," from Cochin,' sold in'Manchcster 
for account of the Honourable East 'India Company. by Hugh Fleming. 

-------

1860 : 
Payment, ten d~ys and three months. 

I) November By S. & T. Ashton, for 20 bales: 

NO F - 20 lJ. - Wg. 56.8.17. - 2.3.12. T. &c.l or 60531b8. 
54. 0.5. Nett - - - - - - - J ' at 1jo,. 

Carriage - -
, 

6 November . By Sim,on & Co" for 30 bales: 

2 August 

00 - 30 B .• Wg. 85.2. '1. - 4.1.4. T. &e.}or 9,1031bs. at at 
81. 1. 3. Nett - - - - - -

d. 

Carriage - -
Charges: 

To carriage from London - - - --' -" por~rage, weighing, sampling, &e. • 
" :fire lDsurRDce - - - - -

.% " commission, del credere, and brokerage on 4481. 7 B. 6 d. at 3j d 

Nett proceeds avera~ifig cash, 19 Pebrnary1851 -

(E. E.) 

-

-
-

--.. 
-
-

£. s. o,. £. s. o,. 

l89 3 -
1 J)U 

190 8 11 

~56 - -

1 18 :; 
257 18 pO , 

-.... 
448 '1 6 

11 oll 
1 0 -
- 18 6 

16 II} 10 >- 29 3 3 -- - £. 419 4 3 

• 

19 November 1830. (signed) Hugh Fleming. 

'Sir, Mincing Lane, 16 July 1850. 
WE beg to inform you that the cc Morayshire" from Cochin arrived in the West India 

Docks last week, with the "289 bales of cotton; mentioned in your' letter of 2d May last, 
which are ,landed, and we now send our report on quality, value, and condition of each 
mark, viz.-

~ 0(' 0 

Ditto 2d sort 
J' 

NOF 
, , 

Ditto, 2d ,Bort 

NOP 

Bales. 
223 

5 , 

36 

23 

2 

289 

The staple is much cut in cleaning, very snort and unsuit
able for general purposes, but being very clean and bright 
in colour, having only a' little leaf, will meet With good com

, petition from buyers for wadding, -at about ~ J d. per lb. 

Ditto ditto, with rather more leaf, 6 d. 

The staple is good, but rather light and slightly injured; 
perfectly clean and bright white; a very useful kind of 
cotton, and comes in competition with fair quality of upland,; 
the value about n d. , 

The staple the same, but not so clean, and is rather stained 
and discoloured, 64 d. 

The staple a little une\en, some leaf, and discoloured, 61 d. 

A great part of the above. aTe landed in. bad condition, as per statemeD't at ibot." 
Waiting your in~tructions for dmposal, 

We remain, &c. 
(signed) J. R. Tetley t S01l~ 

296 -Sess. 2. 



11. 
Madras. 

PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 . 
CONDITION. 

Shghtly 
• Damaged by Se. Water. 

Damaged when - I 
. 

~ 
ShIpped. 

Class 1. . Class 2. ClBSS 3. Clas.4. 

o C () 223 bales - - 33 59 27 1 -
2d sort, 0 " - - - - 2 - -- -I . 
II 

11 2 NOF. 36 -" - - - - - -
2d sort, ·23' " - - - - 12 3 1 1 
NOP. 2 

" - - - - - - 1 - ---
I 289 - sound, 136 33 84 33 . 2 1 -

• 

SOLD by order and for account of the Honourable 
London, 1 August 18:;0. 

East India Co~pany at public sale 
this day:-

• 
239 Balea of cotton (part of 289 bales) ex .. Morayshire," from Cochin. 

4-

~ 
Lot. Bales. I. d. 

OC 0 
4 10 - at - 7 per lb., to E. Jacob & Co. 

5 to 10 58' - 7 
" T. Wade & Son. 

11 {) - 7 " E. Jacob & Co. 
12 11 country damaged - 6i " } W. H. Blackmore. 13,14 22 - - ditto - - - 6~ " 15 10 sea damaged C.1. - 6i " • Bates & Sons. 
16 In ditto - - C.1. - 6,* .. E, Jacob & Co. 

17 to 20 ; 9 ditto - .. C.1. - 6i " 1 21 10 ditto - - C.2. - 6~ " 22,23 1'1 ditto - - C.2. - 66 " 
J W. H. B~ackmore. 

24 1 ditto - - C.3. - 5~ " Ditto, 2d sort - 25 3 sound - 66 " } E. Jacob & Co. 26 2 sea damaged C.1. - 6if " NOF 29 2 sound - - 8 
" 30 10 sea damaged C.1. - 71 " } w. H. Blackmore. 31 3 ditto - C.2. - 6~ " Ditto, 2d sort - 32 '1 sound- 5i " E. Jacob & Co. 

33 13 sea damaged C.l., - 5i " 
} W. H. Blackmore. 

34 2 ditto - C.2. - 5a " 35 1 ditto - C.3. - 5A " 36 1 ditto - C.4. - 3i " NOP 37 1 sound- 6i .. 
38 1 sea. damaged C.1. - 68 " 

239 bales. 

Prompt. 2d November 1850. The buyers to pay 11. per bale deposit on the 12th instant. 
-Sale conditions. • 

(signed) J. R. Tetley t Son. 

REPORT on the before-mentioned Cottons. 

Ex " Morayshire." 

NO F. Twenty~ales grown from New Orleans seed. 
Clean and bright in colour, moderate staple, a good and useful cotton, approaching to 

fair Boweds, but not equal in staple. Cotton of this quality much wanted. 
o O. Thirty bales Oopum cotton; clean and bright in colour, staple very short, anel 

much cut. . 
Ex "Llewellyn." 

_ M.O. Clean hright cotton without leaf, but short in staple, and very weak. . . 
(signed) Hugh Reming, 

Secretary, Manchester Commercial Association. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON I.N INDIA. 409 

ACCOUNT SALES of 7 Bales COTl'ON ex " Cheverell" '" from Cochin. 

Account of the Honourable East India Company, per J. R. ~etley ~ Son. 

1850: 
September 5 

(ifi) No. Bales. d. 

d-% 1 to 3 3' B691bs. nett at 7 per lb. 
NOF - 4 to 5 2 5731bs. " at 7t " lb. 

2l~ort -}6 to 7 2 5851bs. " at 6 " lb. 

Freight, as'per account 
Dock charo-es - - -
Rent fro~ 14th 'August to 5th October, 

8 weeks, at 5 d, per ton per week, on 
. 18. 3. 25 cwt. - ' 
I Brokerage 1 per cent. 

£. 8. d. 

25 6 11 
17 18 1 

14 12 6 -----7 2 10 
1 9 2 

- 3 2 
- 11 6 

£. 8. d. 

57 17 6 

968 

£. 48 10 10 

Prompt, 5 October 1850. 

ACCOUNT SALES of 8 Bales East India COTTON, ex. Ie Llewellyn," from Madras, 
sold in Manchester for account of the Honourable East India Company, by Hugh 
Fleming. • 

1850: Payme~t, ten days and three months. £. 8. d. 

November 4 By Grafton and Heron, for the w;hole 8 Bales, 
23. O. 9.; 1. O. 16. T., &c. 21. 3~ 21. nett,' 

or 2,457 lbs., at 6 ~ d. 6~ 2 -
CarriagE! - - - 10 5 

£. 8. d. 

'-,-- 6912 5 
Charges: 

To carriage from Liverpool -, -
.. Porterage, weighing, and sampling -
" Fire insurance 

- 10 5 
- 4 -

4 3 

691. 128. 5 d. at 3~ % - '-. - 2' 8 10 
" Commission, del credere, and brokerage on I 

, . 
Nett proceeds averaging cash, 17 Feb. 1851 - - - - £. 

(E.E.) 

3 7 ,6 

66 4 11 

19 November 1850. 
(signed) Hugh Fleming. 

Sir London, 24 May 1851. 
'V E beg to enclose herewith the contract for the sale of the cotton per 

.~' J LIliana" and cc Trafalgar," which sold at the full market value. though much 
"\>w the valuation given at the time of landing, owing to the great and rapid 

, ~ the Liverpool cotton market. 
We are, &c. 

(signed) J. R. Tetley ~. Son. 



II. 
Madras. 

PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 . . 

~ •• abo]" 
2d sort .. 5 " 

" NOF,36 -" 
2d sort, 23' .. 
NOP. 2 .. 

COSDITIO:S. 

I SlighUy 

~Wbml--------'-~"----'I--------i-------Shtpped_ 
, Class L . C1ua 2. CIasa 3. CIa8I (. 

----
33 59 

2 

n 
12 

27 

2 
3 
1 

1 

1 1 

289 - sound, 136 33 84: 33· 1 

London, -I August 1850. 
SoLD by order and for acconnt of the Honourable East India Company at public sale 
~~~ . 

• 
239 Balea of cotton (part of 289 bales) ex "Morayshire,· from Cochin. -4-

~ 
Lot. Bales. I. t!. 

OC 0 
4 10 - at - 7 per lb., to E. J &COb &; Co. 

5 to 10 58' - 7 ,. T. Wade & Son. 
n 5 - 7 " E. Jacob & Co. 
12 II conntry damaged - 6j 

" } w. H. Blackmore. 13,14 22 - - ditto - - - 6~ .. 
IS 10 sea damaged C.1. - 6j 

" • Bates & Sona. 
16 10 ditto - - C.I. - 61 " E. Jacob & Co. 

17 to 20 .9 ditto - - C.l. - 6j 
" 

} W. H. Blackmme. 
21 !O ditto - - C.2. - 61 " 22,23 17 ditto - - C.2. - 6. " 24 1 ditto- - C.3. - 51 " Ditto, 2d sort - 25 3 sonnd - 6. " } E. Jacob & Co. 26 2 sea damaged C.l. - 6j 

" NOF 29 2 sound - 8 " 30 10 sea~..oo C.I. - 71 " } W. lL Blackmore. 31 3 ditto - C.2. - 61 II 

Ditto, 2d sort - 32 7 sound- 5j 
" E. Jacob & Co. 

33 13 sea damaged C.I. - 5j ,. }w.u._ 34 2 ditto - C.2. - Sa " 35 1 ditto - C.3. - 51 " 36 1 ditto - C.4. - 3l " NOP 37 1 sonnd- 6j 
" 38 I sea damaged C.I. - 6j 
" 

239 balel!. . 

Prompt, 2d November 1850. The buyers to pay 11. per bale deposit on the 12th instant. 
-Sale conditions. 

(signed) 

REPORT on the before-mentioned Cottons. 

~"lIoraysh~· 

J. R. Tetley 6' Son. 

NO F. Twenty~ales grown from New Orleans seed. 
Clean and bright in colour, moderate staple, a good and nseful cotton, approaching to 

fair Boweds, but. not equal in staple. Cotton of this quality much wanted. 
o O. Thirty bales Oopum cotton; clean and bright in colour, staple very short, and 

much cut. 
Ex «Llewellyn.' 

_ M.C. Clean hright co~ton without leaf. but short ~ staple, and very weak. 

(signed) Hug" Flnning. 
Secretary, Manchester Commercial .Association • 

• 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTION IN INDIA. 409 

ACCOUNT SALES of "I Bales CO'l"rON ex "Cheverell " * from Cochin. 

Account of the Honourable East India Company, per J. R. "'Tetley ~ Son. 

1850: 
September 5 

4-

~I No. Bales. d. £. •. d. 
c . 

o 0 1 to 3 3 8691bs. nett at 7 perlh. 25 6 11 
NOF - 4 to 5 2 5731bs. " at 7* "lb. 1718 1 

2l~ort-}6 to 7 2 5851ha. " at 6 "lb. 14 12 6 

Freight, as' per account 
Dock charges - . - -
Rent from 14th August to 5th October, 

S weeks, at 5 d. per ton per week, on 
18. 3. 25 cwt. 

Brokerage 1 per cent. 

--7 2 10 
192 

- 3 2 
- 11 6 

£. 8. d. 

57 17 6 

968 

£. 48 10 10 

Prompt, 5 October 1850. 

ACCOUNT SALES of 8 Bales East India COTI'ON, ex "Llewellyn,» from Madras, 
sold in Manchester for account of the Honourable East India Company, by Hugh 
Fleming. • 

1850: 
November 4 

Payment, ten days and three months. 

By Grafton and Heron, for the w;hole 8 Bales, 
23. O. 9.; 1. O. 16. T., &c. 21. 3. 21. nett, 
or 2,451 lbs., at 6 ~ d. 

CarriagE! -

Charges: 

To carriage from Liverpool - -
,. Porterage, weighing, and sampling -
.. Fire insurance 

69/.128. 5d. at 3i"lo - ,- -

£. 8. d. 

69 2 -
- 10 5 

- 10 5 
- 4 -

4 3 

2 8 10 
" Commission, del credere, and brokerage on I 

1-----1 . 
Nett proceeds aver~aing cash, 17 Feb. 1851 - - £. 

(E. E.) 

£. 8. d. 

69 12 5 

3 7 6 

66 411 

(signed) Hugh Fleming. 
19 November 1850. 

Sir, London, 24 May 1851. 
'VB beg to enclose herewith the contract for the sale of the cotton per 

~ Juliana" and U Trafalgar," which sold at the full market value, though mu~h 
\>w the valuation given at the time of landing, owing to the great llIld rapld 

\.;: ~_ Liverpool cotton market. 
We are, &c. 

(signed) J. R. Tetley "5' Son. 

II. 
Aladras. 



. H. 
Madras. 

410 PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 184.7 

London. 22 Mat 1851. 

'SOLD by Order andjor Account of the Honourable East India Company, per Public 
Sale this day. 

Per" Juliana .f 

./ 
Per "Trafalgar" 

669 Bales.CoTTON as under, viz.: 

4-

~ 
Tinnevelly } 

Gin. 

0"0 + 

Ditto 

LOT. 
I to 3{ 

4 to 23 
24 
25 

26 and 27 
28 
29 

30 to 46 
47 

48 to 50 
51and52 

.53 

00 
308 + } 54 to 58 

59 
60 
61 

00 
308 

Ditto 

OOM 

OOM+ 
NO'll + 

} 62 to 65 

66 to 69 
. 70 

71 
72 
73 

74 
75 
76 

, 77 

78and79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84-

NOP } 
308 85 

86 
87 

NOF 

BALES. 
28 -

i .. 
200 -

4 sampled. - -
10 sea damaged, Class 2 
21 ... ditto " 2 
14 - , ditto ,. 3 
2 second sort -

-251 
170 -

"5 sampled 
-.-175 

28 ... 
7 sea. damaged -
1 oil ,t -

-36 

45 ,-

2 sampled -
1 sea ilamaged 
1 ditto 

--49 

40 -

35 -
3saIDpied -
9 sea damaged-
3 ditto 
1 second sort -

-91 
12 -
4 sea damaged .. 
9 ditto 
2 ditto 

-~7 
17 -

1 sea damaged .. ' 
4 -
1 second sort .. 
1 sea damaged .. 
1 ditto 

4 -
3 • 
3 -

NOF 
308 

NOF 
NO~ 

} 88 .2 

89 2-
90 1 .. 
90* 1-

--699 Bales. 

t /~' 

d. 
- at}5 per lb. 

" . 
- ,,41· " 
- ,,4i " 
- ,,41 " 
- 1,4i " 

" 2t " ,,41 ,. 

,. 4i 
.. ,,46 

- ,,41 
- ,,41 
- ,,41 

.. ,,41 
- ,,41 
- ,,44 
- ,,3f 

.. ,,41 
- ,,4i 

" 4i 
" 4i 

- ,,41 
- ,,4 

.. ,,4i 
" 4~ 
" 4i 

- ,,4* 

- ,,41 
.. ,,31 

" 4l 
,,4 

- ,,3k 
.. ".21 

,,4 
.. ,,4 
- ,,4* 

" 4 

" 4* .. ,,4! 
,,4 

" 
" 
fl' 

" 
" 

II 

" 
" 

II 

" ., 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" ., 

" ., 
" 
" 
" 
" 

,. 
" 0, 

" 
" 
" 

,uort, and 

fSVr~'lY""" 
(-staple. and very weak. 

Sal T l' I -Frompt, 23 August 1851.- e e~~./' (signed) Hugh Fleming. 
":" ,-.rSecretary, Manchester Commercial ASsociation. 



1851 : 

Mfly22 

, TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 411 

ACCOUNT SALES of 28 and Ii Bales COTTON, ex "Juliana," from Tutacoreen. 
Account of the Ho~ourable East India Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 

4 

~
l Lot Bales. 
clIO 

Tinnevelly 2 15 
Gin. 

a 3 
Ii 

Freight, as per account 
60 days' interest 

Dock char~es 
Rent aIlowt!d 
Public sale charges 

2,946 at 5d. -
4,431 " " 

885 " " 
146 " " 

Brokerage, 1 per cent. • • - • -
Commission on 20 bales sent to Manchester 

Prompt, ~3 August 1851. 

£. s. d. 
61 7 6 
92 6 3 

18 8 9 
3 - 10 

£, s. 4.1-----: 
43 2 6 

7 1 
-----I 

I ., 43 9 
3 6 
1 
- 7 
I 15 
1 -

7 -
6 
-
- I 

t 

I 
! 

£. \ 

.£. I. 

175 3 

50 18 

124 5 

d. 

4 

1 

3 

ACCOUNT SALES of 103 Bales CmoN, ex" Juliana" and" Trafalgar," sold in Manchester for account 
'. of the Honourable East India Company, by Hugh Fleming. • 

1851 : Payment 10 days and 3 months. 
liay 8 -

£. 8. d. \ 
By W. Morris, for 2 bales: 
N02 B. 5.2.9. - 1. 4. - T., &c. 5.1. 3. N, of 593 Ibs. at 5! d. .. 

" 
8 

" 12 

" 12 

" 20 

" 21 

" 24: 

" 27 

Carriage • - - - • • • - .. 
13 11 -

- 1 5 
1---'--

- By Kelly &; Gilmour, for 25 bales: 
00' 25: B. 72. 2. 6. - 3.2.8. • 68.3.26. or 7,7261bs. at 5ld. • 165,10 -

Carriage -: •••• - - ' - 18 2 

- By Kelly & Gilmour, for 9 bales: 
NO p. B. 25.1.11. - 1.1.4. - 24. 0.7. or 2,6951bs. at 5d. 

Carriage ~ • - • - • - • 

- By John Jones, for 5 baies : 
N 0 P 5 B. 14. 2. 24. - 2. 24. - 14. O. O. or 1,568Ihe. at vi d. 

Carriage • - _ _ _ • _ _ 

By.Jolm Jones, for 5 bales: 
GIN 6 B. 13.3.23: - 2.24 -

Carriage • -
13. O. 27. or 1,483Ihs. at 5 d. -

- By Kelly & Gilmour, for 10 bales: 
o 0 10 B. 28. O. 9. - 1.1.20. - 26.2". 17. or 2,9851bs. at 5 d. 

Carliage • _ - _ _ • _ • 

• By Edward Sidebottom & Sons, for 9 bales: 
N 0 P 9 B. 26. O. 1. • 1. 1.4. • 24. 2. 25. or 2,7691bs. at 5A d. 

Carriage - - _ • • • • _ 

- 56 2 -
.. - 6 4 

-.! 

34 6 -
- 3 8 

30 17 -
- 3 6 

62 3 -
- 7 --. '--

59 2 -
- 6 6 ____ i 

- By Kelly &; Gilmour, for 23 bales, 

g ~ F "I }B. 65. 0.27.' - 3.1.4. • 61. 3. 23. or 6,939 Ibs., at 5 d. - 144.11 -
Carriage - • - 16 4 

,,29 - By K(:lly & Gilmour, for 15 bales: 
GIN 15 B. 42. O. 14. - 2. O. 16. - 39.3. 26. or 4,478 lhe. at 4i d. _ 

CarIiage • _ _ '. _ _ _ _ _ 83 19 -
-10 6 . 

------
Charges: 

~~~,!,carriage from London - _ _ _ • _ _ _ _, 
~"·a~"~. weighing, Ilnd samplinO" _ _ • _ _ _ _ I 

~ nJl,I,",~., Vert'O'~\"\.:"d petty expens~ '" - ._ _ _ _ _ _ , 
, , " "!If-.."dcommissionon6531. 3s. 5d. at 3j percent. 

2( 14 2 
211 6 
- 10 -

22 17 3 

£. s. d. 

13 12 5 

164 17 2 

66 8 ~ 

34 9 8 

31 - 6 

62 10 -

59 8 6 

145 7 4 

84 9 6 

653 3 Ii 

50 J2 11 

~'}A-ugust 1851 • - • - - - £. 602 10 6 



~ .II... 
Madras. -

412 '~A.~ERS:RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

ACCOUNT SALES of 147 Bales COTTON, ex" Countess of Zetland," from Cochin, 
account of the Honourable East India Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 
o • 

.1851: 
6 November 

Lot. Bales. 

255 10· 

Lba. Per lb. £.,. d. 

- 3,033 at 'ld. 53 13 1 

81 :aales 

00 

54 Bales 

NOP 

RP 

NOOO'B .. 

00 2dsort .. 
, . 

NOP 2d"sort 

OOM+ 

OO+M 
, 

256 

257 

10 .. 

10 • 

- 3,036 t. 

- 2,972 
" 

258 10.. .. 2,985 4., 

259 10.. .. 2,986 41 
260 10.. .. 2,990 4f 

261 10.. - 2,988 41 

262, 5 - - 1,474 " 

,_263 ,D damaged.l,508, 4 

264 1 " 297 3 

2,999 4i 269 IO " 
270 

271 

272 

273-

274 

275 

277 

278 

281 

282 

283 

284 

285 

10 .. 

10 .. 

10 .. 

4 .. 

I) .. 

.. 2,993 

.. 2,955 

.. 3,009 

.. 1,203 

.. 1,458 

" 
" 
" 

_5 damaged 1,505 ai-
l .. 308 3 

6.. .. 1,801 3 ~ 

1 • 307 4* 

1 damaged 296 3 

1 .. 

1 .. 

1 -

305 3 

309 3~ 

305 41 

Freig~t, as per account -, .. £.194 8 -

2, 6 4 87 days' interest on ditto 

53 15 3 

52.12 7 

54 8 3 

52 17 6 

54 10 1 

62 18 3 

26 2 -

25 2 8 

3 14 3 

51 10 II 

51 8 10 

50 15 9 

51 14 4 

20 13 6 

24 6 -

24 6 -. , 
3 17 -

26 (j 8 

589 

314 

3 16 3 

4 16 "I 

58-

Dock charges 

Rent on 14"1 bales -

----I IDS 14 4 

14 16 1 

6 7 9 -
Public sale charges, 24 lots, at 2,. 6d. .. 

Brokerage, 1 per cent. -

Commission forwarding 96 bales to Manchester 

3 ... -

7 11 6 

4 16 -
--2335 

Prompt, "I February 1852. ... l7' 
,,",ort, an" 

(sVr-NrV~ 

(staple, and very weak. 
I ~ 

. (signed) Hugh Fleming, 
tary. Manchester Commercial A.s8ociation. 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION' OF COTION IN" lNDIA. 

CCdUNT SALES of NOP 11 Bales of CO'l'TON, ex "Countess of ZetIand," sold in Ma.nchester for 
Account of the Honourable East India. C<nnpany, bl Hugh Fleming. 

Paymeni 10 days and 3 months. 

By John Worthington and Sons for the whole: 
J851 : • 

ovember 28 I 30. 8 .15. - I. 2. 8. T. &c. - 29.1.7. net, or 3,2831bs. at (d. perlb. 
CaITiage - - - - - ,- - .. -

• 
. Charges: 

ia ... e.from'LondQn .. - - - - - - -
t~~ge, weighing, sampling} &c. - - - - - -- - . - - - - . -

To carr 
To por 
To fire 
T~ com 

IOsurance 
mission, del credere, an'd brokerage on 551. 21. 1 d., at 3~ 0/0 

-
. 
---. 
/ 

• £. ,. 

54 l( 

- 7 

1 18 
- 5 
- 1 
1 18 . 

Net Proceeds, avg. Cash, lIth March IS52 - -
Manchester Commercial Association, 

29 January 1852. 
(E. E.) 

, 

. 
(signed) 

d. £. ,. il. 

( 

9 
55 2 I 

7 
6 
8 
6 , , 3 

- £. _ 50 17 10 

Hugh Fleming. 

• 

DCOUNT SALES of NOF 5 Bales of COTTON, ex to Countess or Zetland," sold in Manchester for 
Account of the Honourable East India. Company, by Hugh Fleming. 

I 

Payment 10 days and 3 months. 

, By John Worthington and Sons, for the whole: 
lS51: I 

vember 28 $ 14. 1.6. - 2.24. T., &c. - 13. 2. 10. net, or l,5221bs. at 34 d. per l~. 
Carriage 

Charges: 

To carriage from London - ~ 
To porterage, weighing, sampling, &c. 
To :fire insurance .. ':' 
'fo commission, del credere and brokerage on 22l. 7 s. 7 do at 34 "10 

\ 

,j 
I 

Net Proceeds, avg. Cash, 11th March ISS2 

£. s •. d. £. s. do 

22 4 
- 3 7 

22 '1 '1 

- 17 11 
- 2 6 
- - 10 
- 15 6 

1 16 9 

20 10 10 

ranchester Commercial Association. 
29 J an~ary 1852. 

(E. E.) 
(signed) Hugh Fleming. 

I 

COU5T SALES of 00 40 Bales of CoTTON, ex "Countess of Zetland," sold in Manchester per 
Account of the Honourable East India Company. by Hugh :F!eming. 

ISin: 
ember 28 

Payment 10 days and 3 months. 

,By John W orthingtoD and Sons, for the whole: 

$ 112. 1. 25. - 5. 2. 2~. T., &c •• 106.3.1. net, or 1l,957Ibs. aUd. per lb. 
_ Carriage - - - - - - • - - - -

Charges: 

(fo carria<78 from t~verpool - -.-
',- To porte~ge, lfeighing, sampling, &c. -

. \ ~.'.!ire insurance - - - - -

~--....8. BtIoll'{q~:·yer~":'~."\.""''"f'; .. re ~d br:kera~ on-2001.-131:9d. ~ 3}-io : I 
' ''-''-,~, . 

~,\,\-~~~!,~g. Cash, 11th March IS52 

£. 

199 
1 

'1 
I 
-
'1 

- -

I. d. £. " il. 

5 8 
8 1 

200 13 9 

- 1. 

6 -
1 6 

'1 
IS 8 2 

- £. ISS 5 7 



II. 
Madras. 

4],4 PAPERS RELATING TO MEAsURES TAKEN SINCE '1847 

ACCOUNT SALES of 00 + 40 Bales of COTTON, per fl Countess of ZetIand," from 
Cochin, Bold in Manchester for account of the Honourable East India Company, by 
Hug!. Fleming. 

", .. 
1851: 

Payment, 10 days and 3 ~onthB. 
£ ••• ,. d. 

Nov., - 28 By John Worthington and Sons for the whole: 

$ 112. 2. lI. - o. 2. 24. ~. and D. - 106. 3. 15 net, or 
11,971lbs.at4d •• : - -19910 

Carriage • • 1 8 2 
200 18 2 

Charges ~ 
~() carriage from London - -
To porterage, weighmg, sampling, &c. '.. • '. 
To fire insurance 
To petty expenses - - - - - - - • 
To commission, del credere and brokerage on 200 I. 18,. 2 d., 

7 
1 --
7 

- 9 

(J -
1 6 

- 8 at 3~'()/o -I 
15 811 

Net Proeee~, a-rg. Cash, 11 March 1852 

Manchester Commercial Association, 
291anuary 1852. 

(E. E.) 
(signed) 

£. 185 9 3 

Hugh Fleming. 

Sir, Mincing Lane, 25 October 1851. 
WE beg to inform you that the." Countess of Zetland," from Cochin, has arriyed 

. in the St. Katherine Docks, with 243 bales of cotton, mentioned in your letter 
of the 25th ultimo, which are landed, and to each mark, as under, we add our 
report on the quality and present value, and remain, 

Yours, &c. • 
.• (signed) J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 

J. D. Dickinson, Esq., Assi~tant Secretary, 
East India House. 

" 00 

" NOP -

" BP 

" NOF -

" NOOOB 

" 00, 2d sort -

Bales. 

121 

94 

12 

per lb. 
8hol1: staVle, and a little cut with the gin, but well 

cleaned, exce~t some small leaf ; good colour. - 4 d. 

Ditto - - - ditto - - - ditto-

I I I good fine staple, very c1ea'l. and bright colour 
l 1 second sort, discoloured and stained " . - -

- ~d. 

4~d. 
- 3 d. 

6 . Short staple and little cut, but clean and good colour - 3j d. to aid. 

{
3 good fine staple, very clean and brigllt colour • 

5, 2 discoloured, second sort _ _ _ _ 

1 Good staple, very clean and bright colour -

I Inferior, di~coloured 

- 4~ d. to 4l d. 
31d. 

• 41d. 

., - =- ~J..Iort and r ' 
NO P, 2d sort 1 Middling, ratber high. coloured 

1 
~ . {sV:r NiY 

• 1, DItto a little le:!:.,j (staple. and very weak. 
•• ~ -I 

- 1 , Good ~~e Ter,~I$., (signed) Hugh Fleming, 
. " .. -,~j /JSecretary. Manchester Commercial Association. 
,,;.7 1"1 / 

.,,'" 11 ,,.;,,,,,-

OOM+ 

OO+M 



TO PROlIOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA; 

ACCOUNT SALES of 9 Bales of COTTON, ex "Aztec," from Madras, sold in Manchester for Account of 
the Honourable East India Company, by HU[Jh Fleming. 

Payment~ 10 daya and 3 months. ' 
1851 : 

£. I. d. £. I. d. 

December 16 By J. Howarth 3.l\d Brothers for 3 bales: . 
Wg. 8.1.17. - 1. 20. T. and D. - 7. 3. 25. nett, or 8931b8o a"t 4a d. 17 4 -

Carriage - - - - - - - - - ~ - 2 1 
17 6 1 

" 
By Geor~e Cheetham and Sons for 6 bales: 

Wg. 17. 0.4. - 3.}2. . 16. O. 20., or 1,8121bs. at 43 d.· .- - 34 18 ~ 

Carriage . - - - - - - - - - - 4- 3 
35 2 3 

Charges: 62 8 4-

December 10 To carriage from Liverpool - - - - - - - - - - (} 6 

- To carriage in Liverpool .' - - - -" - - . - - 1 1 

- To porterage, weighing, sampling, &c. - - - - - - - - 4 tJ 
" 

, 
- To fire insurance - . - . . -" 

. - - - . - 1 7 

- To commission, del credere, and brokerage on 521. 8 I. 4- d., at 3! per cent. 1 16 8 

" , 2 10 4 

Net Proceeds, avg. Cash, 29th llarch 1852 - - - £. 49 18 -

(E. E.) 

Manchester Commercial Association, 
'11 February 18f)2. 

(signed) Hugh Fleming. 

ACCOUNT SALES, 9 Bales COTTON. ex "Empress,"" from Cochin, Account of the Honourable East India 
Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 

1852 : 

July 29 

Bales. 
425 to 427 S - 13 2 3 
430 and 431 

" - 2 9 tr. 12/1 each. 
---

12 3 "''lI -- - 1,450 Ibs. at 6 d. per lb. -
428 and 429 4- - 10 2 7 
432 and 433 . 0 1 24 tr. 12/1 each. 

10 011- 1,131 Ibs. at 31 d. per lb. -

Pickings, 77 Ibs. at 1 d. per lb. -

Freight, as per account -
Dock charges, as per account 
Rent, 17 weeks 
Brokerage, one per cent. 

Prompt, 25th August 1852. \,-

f3lLl;~:~' Ver~ ....... , , 

£. 8. d. £. s. d. 

30 4 2 

17 13 S 

- 6 5 
1---_ 48 4, -

6 14 11 
1 17 10 

9 
9 8 

S II I) 

£. 39 12 7 

(signed) J. R. Tetley tJ Son. 



PAPERS RELi\TING TO' MEAsURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 

-------------------------------------------------

ACCOUNT SALES, 60 Bales COTT~N, part of 115. ex "W o.terloo." from Colombo. account of the Honourabl, 
East India Company, per J. p. Tetley~' Son. 

1852 : 

·August 25' - ~ NOB. Bales. 

1 to 58 - 58 

£. I. d. £. I. d. 
• 165 2 II 

Tinnevelly 7 3 2 tr.14/1 

157 3 9 - 17,677 Ibe. at 41 d. 

~09 - Ik- 1, 0.13 
" - - 12 tl'. 

I 0 1 -
. NO- - .115.- 1~- 1 o 15 

0 o 12 tr. 

FreiO'ht, as per account 
Inte;'est·on ditto, 32 da.ys 

l' 0 3 

-, 

Dock charges as per account - • -
Rent, from '1 August to 25 September, 7 weeks 
Brokerage, one per cent. • - - • 
CommissIon forwardink 55 bales to Manchester 

. 

lI3 lbs. at 4i d. 

115 lbs. at 2 d • .. 

£.1111 
- 8 7 

Prompt, 25th September 1852. 

• 349 17 2 

2 4 D 

- 19 2 

268 

98 8 7 
IS 13 7 
15-
3'11 -
2 15 -

3M ''1 9 

-- 12113 !l 

£. 233 14 '1 

J. R. Tetley 4' Bon. 

ACCOUNT. SALES 'of 52 Bales and three Half Bales or COTTON, ex "'Vaterloo," from Colombo, sold in 
Manchester, for account of the Honourable East India Company, by Hug!, FlemiTlfl. 

h ;- I • ~" ~ I _ 

1852 : 

2 Sept. 

3 Sept. 

Payment, ten days a~d three months. I 
CBy Kelly 8i Gilmour, for 3 paTes and 3! bales': ,! 

.. SG l>.B.wg.9.1.22G· 0.2.9T&D .. 8.3. 13 Nett, or 993 Ibs.at 51/. 
, Carriag~ 

, 
By the Han'over Mllls Co., for 10 bales: 

- G. I. N. 10 .. - ~7.0~6 • 1.1.20 - 25 .. 2.14,or2,87oIbs.at5d ... 
. , Carriage.. .. 

-By Oeo. Ciarke & Co-., for 40 bales: 
G. I. N. 40· 106.1.15 • 5.2.24 - 100.2.19, or,ll,275Ibs. at 4~d. 

Carriage ". ". ". " 

£. 8. d. 

21 14 -
- .2 4 

59 15' -
- 6 9 --.-

229 - -
1 6 7 

£. 8. d. 

21 16 14 

60 J I) 

230 6 7 

Charges! J 312 . 4 8 
To carriage from London - • • • 10 3 ~ L... • 
.. ~orterage, sampling, and re-weighing • 1 7 JII"" - 0 ~ -

.. fire insurance '. - • • • • ... ~ 
-'del credere, commission and brokerage on 3121. 43. ad. at 3~~o/. ,pol ~r_ ... &lort, and 
.. "r_,.Jt"" r r 

~ .. -~'- (~' / 

, • ~/'- ,J' 
Net Proceeds, ayerap"/ ,,,, (si<rN1Y' 

Manchester, 
28 Sept. 1852. 

- J __ ..a:l:"", -;1"- staple, and very weak. 
-L/ ;>,' I - -

Jooa stl'~Hafe Term!!. (signed) Hugh Fl,em
al 

z~~~ • t" on 
. ,A , 'Secrecary, Manchester Commercl ..,.,.,.,0013 I • 



TO PROMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTION IN INDIA . 

... 
ACCOUNT SALES 49 Bales Cotton, tlX "Rubicon:' from Cochin, for acconnt of the Honourable East India 

Company, per J. R. Tetley ~ San. 

4 Nos. Bales. £. •• do 1853 : ~ Itol0 · 10 · · 28 1 0 
Apri127. 11 to 20 · 10 · • '2~ 022 

C 21 to 31 · 11 · · 31 1 9 

87 8 3 
4 1 20 p.15/1 

83 1 11 or 9,335 Ib8., at 51 d. · · 204 4 1 

72 to 73 - 2 damaged 5 8 17 .. . 
1 4 p. 15/1 -

" -
5 2 13 or 629 lbs., at 31d. · · 9 3 1 . 

,. 74 to 83 · 10 · - 28 025 
2 84 to 86 - 3 - · tI 1 27 

36 2 24 
1 3 25 p.16/1 

, 

34 2 27 or 3,891 Ib8., at 2id. · · 46 12 2 
• 
8 1 26 . 

1 23 p. 16/1 -
8 0 3 or 899 Ib8., at 2td. · · 10 6 -

~70 I) 8 
Freight, 8.9 Jler account per bill of lading · - · · · · 62 6 -
Interest on dItto, 99 days • - - · . - · - · - 16 10 
London Dock charges. - • • • - - · · · 9 18 8 
Rent from 9th March to 28th May, 12 weeks - - · - · 1 14 9 
Brokerage,' 1 per l:ent.· • • • • • · · · - 2 14 -
Commission on forwarding 40 bales to Manchester · · - · 2 - -

I 79 HI 3 -
Prompt, 80th J nIy 1853. £ • 19015 5 . E.B. 

(signed) , J. R. !etley ~ Son. 

ACCOUNT SALE of 40 Bales of COTTON, ex "Rubicon,"· frQm Cochin, sold in Manchester, for account of 
the' Honourable East India Company, by Hugh Fleming. 

3 
]853 : Payment, ten days and three months: £. s. d. £. s. d. 

14ay . By George Cheetham and Sons, for the whole 40 bales, wg. 113. 1. 24 
5.2.24 T & D • 107.3.0 Nett, or 12,068 Ibs. at 43d. · · - 232 11 -

Carriage .... • • - - · - · '!! 2 6 
• Charges: 234, 13 '6 

To carriage from London . . . · . - - · - 7 - 10 
- fire insurance - - • • • - - - • • · - 310 . 
- portera'ge, sampling, and re-weighing - • • • • - 1 - -
- commission, del credere, and brokerage or 234/. 13 I. 6 d., at 3 ~ per cent. 8 4 3 . ]6 8 Jl 

-----
, Nett proceeds, averaging cash, 16 August 1853 •• £. 218 4 7 . Manche~er CommercIal ASSOCIation, 
30 June 1853. 

{E. E.) 
• (signed) Hugh Fleming, Secretary. 

• London, 27 April 1853. 
SOLD by order, and for account of the Honourable the East India Company, viz., 

ex U Rubicon," from Cochin. 

1
31 bales cotton . 

2 ditto sea damaged, 4th class 
Yeti \l!~:.JX>tton. 
, , •• ~ -, i:'d much wscoloured 

'"' 
(signed) 

'. 
- at 51d. per lIT: 

at 3~d. " 

at 2~d. " .• 

. J. R. Tetley ~ Son. 



PAPERS RELATING TO MEASURES TAKEN SINCE 1847 ' 
,~' ,'<-

ACCOUNT SALES, Six Bales COTTON, ex rr Fairlie,"· fro~ Cochln, account Honourable East India Co~panYJ 
per J. R. Tetley 6" Son. 

4 

~ , . . I £ • ,. a. £. " Il. 1863 : ~ 
August. - Tinnevelly 4: bales No.1 to 3 - 3 bales 1 It4, 

Gin •• 0 1 '17 tr. 14/1 No.1 Sort. 

6 3 25 or 781 ~bs. at 5itl. 17 9' g . . 
{ ... ci ... 

No. lIaIea. Nett. - , .' ;t - 260 - at srI. /) 8 , 
,No: 2 sort .. 2 damaged. 2d " .. 6 . 1 .. 230 . aUld. 2 8 1 

3rd » .. 6 . 1 .. 225 .. at lId. 1 12 10 

" 26 J4 ... . -
Freifht, is per account .. - .. .. · .. .. .. .. 4 , ... 
Doc charges - - • • • .. - .. · .. .. - 0 1 
Ren.t~ from 14 June to 3 September, 12 weeks .. . - .. .. - a 7 
Brokerage, 1 per cent. . .. .. .. - - · . .. - 5 6 .. 6 , 1 

Prompt, September 1853. . £. 21 11 11 

ACCOUNT SALES, 14 Bales and 2 Half Balest COTTON, ex" Holyrood,":\: from Cochin, account Honourable Eaa, 
India Company, per J. B. Tetley ~ Son. 

" I 

# . . 
4 

1853: ~. £. d. £. . tI. Bales. Nos. Bales. •• •• 
Sept. - 9 NCt'O 1\} 1 to 10 

. 
1 i5 }tr. 15/1 

.. 
• 10,. • 27 • 

1 
. -11 to 13 . 3 • · 8 o 26 

.. 14 .. Ii · 1 3 6 'I, 12/1 , . 
31 1 19-

1 '3- 25 tr. , • ---. 
35 1, 22 or 3,970 Ibs., at 51d. · 86 16 10 . , 

'- --
~~} 

15 2' 2 18 tr.! 16/~ " - 1 • - • , 
I 2 16 II 1 3 26 " - -

I' . . 4: 2 16 - - 29 tr. • . ~ 

• • .. . 4: 1 15 or 491Iha., at 2,6d •• · 0'2 4 \ , · , 
91 19 2 . . . . 

Freight, as per account - . .. . - .. - - - 12 16 8 
Dock charges - - ,., 

, 
1 4 4 . . .. · . · .. -

Rent, from 17 August to 8 October, eight weeks - · - · - 6 6 
Brokerage,.l ver cent. - • ~ - · - - . . · - 18 6 . • 16 q -

• £. 78 13 2 

Prompt, October 1853 •• 
- l1li" .,-

. ..' ~ ,,.,,,ort, and 
~ ~ ~, .f _ 1 J' d /r r 

* "TinnevQlly ginned New Orleans.", 'See Madras Revenu~ ~ ,,.....-/J , rlI" (Wr'Ml 
;t Two,balfbales (half the size of the 14 bales). • ~A" taple and very weak. 

• .,..~~' fS , 
: EXl'LANATION OJ' ~lI::& MARKB :aECElVE~r, I,V' (" d)- Hugh. Fleming. 

N o -- ~pile 'l'enns. 'slgne 'a1 A • t' 
• • _ • ~ ,....'1 -}: ,':</. , ! S' ec~etanr Manchester CommerCl SSOCIa IOU. 

1 _~, t ~ ,.."", ! I 'J' Ny.... ,,/ .. :> 



.. 
TO PRQMOTE THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA. 41,9 

• ' London, 9 September 1853, 
SOLD by Order and for Account of the Honourable East India. Company, ex "Holyrood," 

Stott" from Cochin. 
@) 
~ 

1 
,,2 

14 bales cotton, at 5id. per lb. 

2 bales, second quality, stained, at 26 d. per lb. 

16 bales. 

Prompt one month, customary terms. 
(signed) J. R. Tetley t &n, 

Brokers. 

ACCOUNT SALES ~ 8 'Bales MADRAS COTTON, ex'" Koh-i-Noor,"· 
Honourable East India Company, per J. B. Tetley t 80'll, • 

ae,count 

II. 
l\ladrU • 

£. •• d. £.~. d. • Nos. • Bales. 
1854: 1/6 6 15 3 3 

12 January-

, 

. - - - - . 
0 3 24 tare 17/1 

,. 14 3 7 or 1,6591bs. at 4ii. 
I' 

7 .. 1 IDI", . 2 211 • . ., . 
• 0 o 18 p. 17/1. 

• 2 1 21 or 273 at 4& d. 

Divided Bale: 
Part of No. 8, - 1 do. 1 3 15 

o 0 15 p. 14/1 

1 3 0 or 1~(fat.4ad. 

• 
Remainder orNo~ 8 .. I do.o 2 14 

2dSort. • 00 4p. 

o 2 10 or 66 at 2 d. • 

Pickings ~. .. .. .. - - .. - 13 at 11 i. • 

Fl'eight, as per account.. .. ._'. ,,0' ~ _ _ 

Dock charges ... ' -, ......... ' •• _ 
Rent from 29 November 1853 to 11 February 1854, on 20. 3. 21 
Brokerage, 1 per cent. .. ' 

Prompt., 11 February 1854. 

" 
• « 

. 

32 16 8 

• 

3 16 6 

- 11 -

.. 

8 
1 1 , 
- 6 -

8 6 
-- {I 1410 

£. 32 14. 10 

J~ B. Tetley ~ Son • 

Sir". London, 21 December 1853. 
WE have examined the undermentioned cotton, and beg to annex our report on the 

~uality and present value of the same.· • ' 
, '. We are, Ste •• 

<~:'!!~~U::i~:" from Tn....";,,. .' '. (,ignoo) J. R. 7\t!.y t &a. 

I ~---.8: fu • .1"l'Q: ~ ery cle~ experimental' cotton from New Orleans seed. The 
'-'- ~--~" -, ...... :., ,,·~t!>~~ gin in cleaning, and which deteriorates 

,"-""(' ~. .. . . 
. "~+ - tbfvalue of which 18 uncertain. 

\ '\ 

" "hP" (t\ o. 66) 1853. 
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