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PART I

SUMMARY.

THE year 1887-88 witnessed many changes in the personnel of the Gov- The year.
crament, one of which, the vacancy cansed by the death of the Honourable Sir
Maxwell Melvill, was lamented alike by the Government and the public. In the
Native States the year was marked by railway enterprise in Kithidw4r and Kolh4.
pur. In Sind theinundation of $he Indus waslate in oceurrence and insufficient
in duration. The rainfall was generally below the average in Sind and Gujarst ;
above it elsewhere. The crops were inferior in these two provinces, and an agriculs
tural depression was noticeable in Broach, but in the Konkan and above the Ghits
the harvest was generally good. Asa rule the prices of food-grains showed
a tendency to remain stationary or to fall, except in Gujardt and above the Gthéts,
where they rose, principally in the case of bdjriand jowdri, Of agricultural etock,
cattle and carts showed a general and satisfactory increasein the Presidency proper,.
but the number of sheep and goals declined in many places. The land revenue
was collected with comparative ease. The demand for waste land for tillage was
greater than in the previous year. Survey and settlement operations were pushed
forward with & view to bring them to completion within the limited period of
time assigned for the purpose. Six new Horse and Cattle Shows were initiated,
mostly in Native States. Forest settlement work was completed in Sind, and
approached completion elsewhere. A, line of railway, to open up the Kdnara teak
forests, was undersurvey, Much interest centred round the Bombay Municipal
Bill, Crime on the whole diminished, and the police were fairly sucoessful in
roping with it.  The prison population was smaller. Litigation and registrations
mercased.  The Tdnsa water-works and the sewerage works in the city of
Bowmbay made considerable progress, and the introduction of the new drainage
system into the city was mot attended by increased mortality. A perverse
partility for obnoxious methods of taxation resulted in the supersession of
the Mehmadabad Municipality, The employment of Bombay troops in Burma
raiwed the mihtary expenditure. Additional facilities to the trade of Bombay
weve provided by the oponing of the Victoria Dock. Another great work link-
mg the name of the Queen-Empress with the progress of the trade of the
captal ety of the Presidency—the Victoria Terminal Station—was also com-
ploted during the year. The Kardchi Port Trust successfully commenced
»swark duting the year. Cotton mills continued to increase, and a paper
milwas stated at Poona  Tho foreign import trade of Bombay increased
faraoly, but the export trade stagnated. The trade of Kardchi again showed
videdme A large saving was effected in the cost of public works establish.
moeats, The evpenditure on civil works was considerably smaller than in the
© v oeus year owmng to the condition of the finances. The defonce works

Western Tuda made rapd progress.  The progress of the Nira Canal
ks wthe Dellban rondered a dry and barren valley fertile. The Southern
b=l
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Maritha Railway system as originally projected was completed during the yenr,
and extensions of it were in progress. The system of combining post and
telegraph offices was extended with satisfactory results, and the advantages
offered by the Post Office not only in the transmission of letters, but by the
establishment of the insurance, value-payable, money-order and savings-bank
systems were more widely availed of. The year, which was the first of the new
Provincial Contract, was remarkable for the decline of Provincial and growth of
Imperial receipts and expenditure. The land, salt and Mint revenues increased :
the duty on salt was enhanced during the year. Economies were effected in the
expendifure, not only on the Public Works, but also on the Jails, Registration,
Customs, and Salt Departments, The abnormal demand for Bardgra salt, due to
the failure of the salt-crop of the Sémbhar Lake, finally ceased during the year,
but the sales of sea.salt improved. The average consumption of salt per head of
population increased everywhere in the Presidency. The Abkdri administration,
both in British territory and Native States, underwent important changes, some
of which involved new departures from principles hitherto followed, Educational

® and- Medical Local Funds showed a marked tendency to increase. Educational
institutions and the pupils attending them showed a considerable increase owing
principally to the spread of primary instruction in Native States: every race
contributed to the increase of pupils. Schemes of technical education made
considerable progress both in the capital city and in 8ind. Cholera and small-pox
prevailed to a much greater extent than in the preceding year. Much attention
was devoted to schemes for the improvement and extension of the institutions for
the relief of the suffering in the city of Bombay. The Mumicipality of Ahmedabad
adopted after a prolonged controversy a water-supply scheme recommended by
Colonel Ducat., The literature of the year showed a slight decline of activity
and vigour. The substitution of country-made for European stationery resulted
in & large gain to the public treasury. The maintenance of the Government
Central Press was after an exhaustive enquiry found to be a measure conducive
to economy.

Personnel of the The. administration of the Bombay Presidency was conducted throughout

Admimstration.  the year ending 31st March 1888 by His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord
Reay, LL.D., G.C.LE. During the absence of His Royal Highness the Duke
of Connaught and Strathearn, X.G., K.T., K.P., G.C.8 L., .C.M.G.,,C.B.,, ADC
on three months’ leave from 81st May 1887, Major-General A. Carnegy, S.C.,
was appointed Provincial Commander-in-Chief.

The Honourable Sir Maxwell Melvill, K.C.I.E., C.S.I, Third Member of
Council of the Presidency of Bombay, was allowed sick leave for 4 months, and
in his stead the Honourable Mr. J. R. Naylor was appointed to be a temporary
Member of the Council. The Honourable Mr. Naylor took his seat in Council
on the 1st of August 1887, A few days afterwards, on the 5th idem, Sir
Maxwell Melvill died, and in announcing this mournful event His Excellency
the Governor in Council expressed his regret in the following terms : —

“By this melancholy occurrence the public service has sustamned an
irreparable loss, and the Governor has been deprived of the assistance
of a most distinguished and valued colleague and friend. In the
various offices which Sir Maxwell Melvill held from his first arrival
this country on November 7, 1855, until June, 18G9, when he entered
the High Court, and left the Bench in 18384 to take his seat asa
Member of Council, he 1nvariably secured from all those with whap
he came in contact the most perfect confidence in his judgment, b~
uprightness and ability. Although delicate health prevented bum 13,
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accepting offers to enter upon a wider sphere of action, his consciens’
tious devotion to every detail of his public duties was untiring, and
the obligations of the Government of Bombay to this most zealous
servant of the Crown demand public acknowledgment, His judicial
and temperate character, and his personal influence, led to his selection
in June 1868 as a Commissioner to inquire into the failure of the Bank
of Bombay; while his subsequent services as a Judge of the High
Court of Judicature and a Member of Council, received the gracious
recognition of Her Majesty in his nomination as a Companion of the
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India and subsequently as & Knight
Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire.

“His unaffected modesty, his tact, his generosity and his unvarying
courtesy towards all members of the European and Native community
bave tnspired a widespread sense of loss and of sincere regret at the
lamentable event throughout the Presidency. The .Governor in Council
shares these feelings and gives public expression to them on-behalf of
himself, as well as of all other members, of the service of which the
late Sir Maxwell Melvill was justly considered an ornament during
his connection with it for nearly thirty-two years, until the link was
severed on Friday last.” .

On Sir Maxwell Melvill's death the Honourable Mr. J. B. Richey, C.8.T,
already a temporary Member of Council, vice the Honourable Mr. (now Sir) J. B.
Peile transferred to the Viceregal Council, was appointed to fll the vacancy with
effect from the 6th August 1887, and the Honourable Mr. J. R. Naylor was
appointed temporary Member of Council sice the Honourable Mr. Peile with
effect from the same date. The Honourable Mr. Richey having subsequently
been permanently appointed by Her Majesty the Queen, Empress of India, to be
Member of Council, it was notified that he assumed the permanent office on the
15th idem.

The Honourable Mr. Naylor conducted the duties of temporary Fourth
Member of Council till the 26th October 1887. On the 27th October 1887 the
Honourable Mr, Peile resumed charge of his office as Third Member of Counecil.

The Honourable Mr, Peile having been appointed Member of the Council of
the Right Honmourable the Secretary of State for India resigned thie Bombay
Civil Service with effect from the 12th November 1887, and the Honourable
Mr. (now Sir) Raymond West, M.A., F.R.G.S., Hony. LL.D. (Edin.), Hony.
LL.D. (Queen’s University, Ireland), took his seat as Fourth Member of Council
on the afternoon of the 1lth idem in pursuance of his appointment by Her
Imperial Majesty. The following Governwent Gazette Eztraordinary bidding
farewell to the Honourable Mr. Peile was issued on the occasion :—

« In bidding farewell to the Honourable James Braithwaite Peile, C.S.1.,
who resigns the Bombay Civil Service with effect from the 12th instant,
His Exoellonoy the Governor in Council desires to place on record his
sense of the valuable services rendered to the Empire generally, and
the Presidenoy of Bombay in particular, by the honourable gentleman.
Me. Peile arnived in India in 1856 as one of the first representatives of
the then newly established competitive system, and his great ability
earned for him rapid promotion. To him are mainly due the measures
taken in 1860 and subsequent years for the relief of the Tdlukdirs of
Gujarit, by which many aucient and noble families of that.Province
bave beeu rescued from poverty and distress, As Director of Public
Instruction in 1869-72, and ag Municipal Commissioner of Bombay
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in the latter year, his remarkable.powers of organization and reform
found full scope for work which was characterized by thoroughmness
and conuiliatory tact, quahties which were equally evinced during
his administration as Political Agent in Kdthidwdr in 1873-77. s
eminent services as a Member of the Famine Commission in 1878-30
were recognized by the Government of India and Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress by conferring on him the Companionship of the Most
Exalted Order of the Star of India. As Secretary and Chief Secretary
from 1879 to 1882 and as a Member of the Executive Council of the
Government, his varied experience, his close accuracy and his general
knowledge bave been of the greatest value and assistance in disposing
of many most intricate questions of policy and administration, For
the last year the Honourable Mr. Peile has occupied the high position
of Member of His Excellency the Viceroy’s Council, and although he
is now resigning the Service and leaving India permanently, the
Governor in Council has the satisfaction of knowing that the Empire
will spill retain his distinguished services in the important appointment
which has been conferred on him as Member of the Council of the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for India.”

H. E. the Governor left Poona at 10 ». ». on Monday the 10th October
1887 by special train and arrived at Sdngliat 8 o. u. on the 11th. His Excellency
received Chiefs at 4 p. u., and visited the Chief of S4ingli in Darbér at 5 p .
After the Darbdr His Excellency visited the schools and hospital of the town.

On Wednesday the 12th October His Excellency left Singh at 7 . ., and
drove by road to Kolbdpur, where he arrived at 11 aw. His Excellency received
visits from the Mahdréja and other Chiefs in the afternoon and returned the
visit of the Mahdrdja in Darbdr at 5 ». M, Hig Excellency afterwards visited
the Rams. On Thursday the 13th His Excellency visited the Technical School
and other schools in the town, together with the most notable public buildings.
The Rdnis visited His Excellency at noon. A parade was ta have taken place in
the afternoon, but owing to the extreme inclemency of the weather it did not
take place.

On Friday the 14th October His Excellency left Kolhdpur at 7 A, arriving
at Sdngliat 11 A. .. He received the Chief of Miraj at 3 p. M, and returned the
visit at Miraj later in the afternoon. His Excellency left Singli by special train
at midnight, reaching Wathdrat 8 4.3 on the 15th and Mahébaleshvar by 3 e u,
on the same day.

His Excellency left Bombay at 8 2.u. on Tuesday the 13th December 1887
and reached Ahmedabad ab 9-15 g on the following day, where he was recerved
by the Commissioner, N. D., the General Officer Commanding the Northern
Divisiory the Secretary to Government, Political Department, the Coliector and
the Judge of Ahmedabad, as well as by His Highness the Mahdrija of I'dar,
Bis Highness the Divdn of Pilanpur, the Ré&ja of Lindvdda, the Navdb of
Bal4sinor, the Réja of Sunth and other Chiefs of Gujardt. An address of welcome
was presented to His Excellency by the Municipal Commissioners of Ahmedabad,
after replying to which His Excellency left for his encampment at Shilibdg
followed by the Native Chiefs and officers who had received Lim at the station,
In the afternoon of the same day Ils Excellency received at the Shihibig the
visits of the Chiefs of the Mahi Kdntha, Rewa Kdntha and Pilanpur who were
assembled at Ahmedabad, Ou Thursday the 15th, at 8 a.x., His Excelleney pa.d
return visits to the Chiefs, and 1n the alfternoon held a Levéo at the Shdlnbag
which was largely attended by the Civil and Mlitary Officers and by European
and Native residents of Ahmedabad. On the morning of Friday the 16th [y
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Excellency presided atb the prize distribution to the students of the Anjuman -i-
Islém School, and also visited the Mahdlaxmi Female Training College. At
4 rux. the same day His Excellency received in public Darbir at his encamp-
ment at the Shihibdg the Chiefs of the Mahi Kéntha, Rewa Kdntha and Pélan-
pur Agencies who were invited to Ahmedabad, and with due ceremony delivered
to His Highness Mahdr4ja Sir Shri Kesrisinghji Jawdnsinghji of I'dar the Grant
of Hor Majesty the Queen-Empress of India conferring upon His Highness
the dignity of a Knight Commander of the Order and the Honourable Insignia
of the Star of India. At the conclusion of the ceremony His Excellency received
Nazars from the Chiefs and their attendants, and conferred khillats on the
Chiefs, after which His Excellency delivered the following address to the assem-
bled Darbdris i~

“ Your Highnesses and Ohiefs of Gujardé—Nineteen years have passed by since my pre-
decossor Sir Seymour FitzGerald met many of those who are assembled here to-day at the
opening of the Broach Exhibition. The object of that Exhibition was to afford a represen-
tation of the prodace, arts and mannfactures of Gujarét, and to exbit to its people nseful
mechanical appliances which could be adapted to local indnstries with profit. It was a
fortunate idea which led to the assemblage then of 20 Chiefs of the st and 2nd Class to
witness an experiment which, although conducted on British soil, was promoted in the
interests of Her Majesty’s subjects as well as in those of Her Majesty’s allies, the protected
Native States. The bridge over the Sédbarmati was not then completed, and unbroken
communication between Bombay and the Capital of India was not even established. The
fow yoars which havé since elapsed have witnessed extraordinary extensions of Railway
communmication, and lines now traverse almost all the Native States of Guiardt. The
harbour of Bombay, open alike to the trade of Native States and to that of Britash India,
has received the advantage of considerable expenditure. Trade and commerce have deve-
loped beyond all expectation, and unbroken poace has enabled you all to reap its full
benefits. The markets of Furope and China are open to receive the wheat and cotton which
this fertile province produces, and an honourable emulation has sprung up .between the
British districts and the Native States of British India in order to secure for themselves
the largost share in it. The benefits of uniform jumsdiction over the through lines of Indian
Railways and of an estension of uniform currency have been shared alike by Native States
and Brtish India, and the advantages which one competitor can secure over- another for
the trade of the world now depend on the facilities and freedom of communication ag well
as on the character of internal administration.

“ Your Highness the Mahdrdju Of I'dar—I have been commissioned by His Excellency
the Viceroy to convey to you the honourable distinotion which Her Majesty the Queene
Empross has been graciovsly pleased to confer upon you. Your Highness has deserved this
proof of the Imperial appreciation of your admimstrative sucoess. Since you assamed
chargo of your State, a debt of a ldkh and a half has been paid off. Yet you have not
neglocted the growing demands of education aud “sauitation. You liberally assisted my
Government 1 the execution of the H&thmati Canal and the construction of the Kapadvanj
and Mod4sa road.  You loyally accepted your share in the salt arrangements. You con-
tubuted handsomely towards the Sidra College, and when you bad fully considered the
argumouts, for and against the scheme, you recognized the advantages of free trade by
abolishing transit duties even at the temporary sacrifice of revenue.

« [t was a'grout satisfaction to mo to learn the promnent part taken in the Mahi Kintha
by the Chiefs of Katosan, Ilol, and A'mhiydra in the promotion of free trade, and of the
evimplo set by the Chuof of Keroh to the other Chiefs of the Sibar K4uths, and I am glad
1o express to the rest of the Chiefs of the Mahi Kdntha my appreciation of the measares
they have taken iu the same directhon.

“ Your Highness the Divin of Pilanpur—T take this opportunity of ocorigratulating yon
ou the abolition of all transit duties throughont your territory, and I trust that you wll
<oon complete the sound policy you bave mangurated by & reform of the mmport and export
S Iregret that His Ihghuess the Navdb of Rédbanpur and other Chuefs of the Pélanpur
L teney mie ot ablo to be present to recerve my acknowledgments of the prudence which
1 hwe showa u rebieving trade of duties which are estimated at Rs. 44,000 a year

SRS AN
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“ Rdjds and Chiefs of Rewa Kdntha—You have well followed the example set by the R4jas
of Lindvéda and Santh. It would have given me satisfaction to have announced that the
Bériya State had adopted similar measures, bat I have every confidence that the Rédja will be
persuaded by the benefits which will result from your adoption of the principles of free trade
to extend the same to his own subjects. I believe thatin the Rewa Kdntha Agency an
annual burden of nearly Rs. 19,000 has been removed from the through trade.

“COhiefs of Gujardi—1 have no wish to appeal to the terms of your agreements with the
British Government, or to any other arguments than those of your own advantage. The
abolition of injurious restrictions on trade is a necessary corollary to the Exhibition which
many of those present here to-day witnessed in 1868. You then realized the productive
capacity of Gujardt. On your behalf, no less than on its own, the British Government has
been actively engaged these 19 years in providing facilities by land and ses for traunsport-
ing at the cheapest cost and with the greatest safety the produce of your States and the
rich gifts of nabure to distant markets. Your full participation 1n the benefits of peace,
commerce, and 1mproved communication henceforth depends upon your own efforts, and
although the removal of transit duties.is the first and most necessary reform, still I am con-
vinced that your sense of justice will not suffer you to rest there, but you will gradually
take note of the perfect freedom of trade enjoyed in British India and not deny to your own
people the advantages possessed by their neighbours across your borders.

“J desire to express to all present here to-day my sense of the loylaty and the hearty
devotion with which the Chiefs of Gajardt and the British Municipalities celebrated the Jubilee
of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress in this auspicious year. Her Majesty read with the deepest
interest the accounts of your proceedings, and as1tis the earnest wish of the Queen-Empress
to uphold the digmty and honour of the rulers of Native States, so 1t is Her Majesty’s con-
viction that the promotion of the welfare of her own subjects by those in authority under
her, and that of the subjects of her allies by their own rulers, is the surest foundation on
which public order and national prosperity can be based. It has been and will be my
special endeavour to establish and cement the same cordial relations of personal friend-
ship with the Chiefs of this part of the Presidency which I have established with those
of other Divisions. The advice which it has been my duty to give with referonce to free
trade and other matters to the responsible rulers of the States included 1n my political
jurisdiction does not' deviate from the principles on whick I have acted n the sphere of
administration more immediately entrusted to me. This assurance I can give you, that
nothing affords me greater pleasure than to see a ruler placed in a high position, exercis-
ing his powers in improving the condition of his subjects and in developing the resources of
his State. The bemgn infiuence of sound, economic or administrative prineiples w1ll assert
itself 1 Native territory as it has done in British territory.

“1t gives me much pleasure to meet you here this day, and to have conveyed with my
own hand the special mark of favonr which Her Majesty has extended to one of yonr
number. The advances which the Native States of Gujart have maden eduacation and other
branches of administration are fully appreciated by Her Majesty’s Government, and I am
commanded to assure you that the Queen-Empress watches with personal interest the
evidence of moral and material improvement which the annual records of your administra -
tions contain.”’

In the evening of the day on which the Darbdr was held His Excellency
gave a State banquet followed by an evening party at the Shilbdg. His
Highness the Mahdrdja of I'dar rephed to a complimentary speech made hy
His Excellency after the banquet, and the Chiefs invited to the Darbdr attended
the evening party. On the morning of the 17th December His Excellency
received at the Shéhibdg deputations from the T4lukddrs of Gujarst and the
Gujardt Vernacular Society, who presented addresses to which His Excel-
lency replied, and the Board of the Gmjardt College had a conference with }lis
Excellenoy ; and in the eveming His Escellency presided at the prize di-
tribution to the pupils of Mumicipal schools at Ahmedabad. On Monday the
19th His Excellency wisited the Water-works at Dudhcshvar, the Gdckw.id's
Haveli, Court-houses at Ahmedabad, &c.

On the morning of Tuesday the 20th December His Exccllency left b,
special train for Nadidd, where on arrival an address of welcowe was preseuted
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to His Excellency by the Municipal Commissioners, to which His Excellency
replied. His Excelloncy also received a deputation of the Nadid Agricul
tural Association, and replied to thew address, and distributed prizes to fhe
students of the High School and visited the buildings adjoining the Swimi
Nirdyan Temple at Vadt4l.

The Governor proceeded on the morning of the 21st December to Kaira,
where an address was presented by the Munieipal Commissioners of that place,
to which he replied. His Excellency then returned to Nadiid.

His Excellency left Nadidd on the morning of Thursday the 22nd December
for Godhra. His Excellency arrived at Godhra at 2-30 r.x., and immediately after
proceeded to Liindvdda. The Réja of Liindvdda met and received His Exocellency
ab the limits of his capital. On the morning of Friday the 23rd His Excellency
visited some places of interest at Liindvdda and at 1-30 r.. received the visit of
the Réja, which was returned at 6-30 r.M. the same day. In the afternoon His
Excellency distributed prizes to the school children, and Her Excellency the Lady
Reay, C.I., at the request of the R4ja, laid the foundation ‘stone of a new Girly’
School. From Linivida His Excellency returned on the morning of the 24th
December to Godhra, where an address was presented to His Excellency by
the local Municipality and the District Board, to which His Excellency replied.
His Excellenoy left; Godhra by special train for Ahmedabad where he arrwed at
6-15 p.m. the same day.

After spending Christmas Day at Ahmedabad Hxs Exoellency proceeded to
Vadnagar on the morning of the 26th December and thence drove ta l'dar,
where he was received by His Highness the Mah4r4ja on the road outside I'dar,
and the customary exchange of visits took place. His Excellency visited the
great points of interest in and near the town. His Highness. the Mahdrdju
entertained the Governor at a banquet followed by a display of fireworks at the
palace on the evening of the 26th.

From I'dar His Excellency returned to Ahmedabad on Tuesday the 27t.h
December and on the morning of the following day he left Ahmedabad by
special train for Dhordji. *On bis way His Excellency received and replied to an
address from the Viramgém Municipality at the Railway Station. On arrival
at Dhordji at 7-32 pu. His Excelleney was received by His Highuess the Thikor
Stheb of Gondal, and an address was presented by the Dhoriji Municipality, to
which the Governor replied. On Thursday the 29th His Excellency received
the visit of His Highness the Thékor Sgheb at 11-30 ax., and returned the
visit at 12 noon. In the afterncon at 5 v.x., His Excellency at the request of the
Thikor Sgheb and the Administrator of Porbandar turned the firgt sod of the
DborﬁJ\-Porbandar Extension of the Bhdvnagar-Gondal Railway, and in the
evening attended a banquet given by His Highness the Thékor Sdheb.

At 8-30 4. on Friday the 80th December His Excellency left Dhordji by
special train for Jetalsar, where be was received by His Highness the Navib
of Junigad. At the request of His Highuess the Navib, His Excellency
turned the first train on to the Jetalsar-Verdval Extension of the Bhivnagar-
Goudal Railway and proceeded to Choki. At Choki, after breakfast, His
Excelleney received an address on behalf of His Highness, to which His Excel-
lency replied.  His Excellency returned to Dhordji at 2 p.u., where at the re-
quest of 1lis Highness the Thdkor Sfheb of Gondal he laid the foundation stone
of a Girls’ School to be called the Lady Reay Girls’ School, His Excellency left
Dhordji by special train at 7 o M. on the 31st December and arrived in Bombay
by mal train on the morning of the st January 1888.

Ou Jauuary 4th, 1888, in response to a summons from His Excellency
the Vieeroy the Governor proceeded to Calcutta, aud on arrival there on the
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morning of the 7th His Excellency was met at the Howrah Station and escorted
to Government House, Caleutta, where he was received by Hig Excellency the
Vieceroy with the ceremony prescribed for the occasion. Leaving Calcutta on
the night of the 13th and halting at Benares and Lucknow, His Hxcellency
returned to the Presidency on the morning of the 21st January.

His Excellency the Governor left Bombay on Friday the 28th January 1888
by the mail train to proceed to the DBritish-Indian and Portuguese-Indian
Frontier for the purpose of meeting His Txcellency the Governor General of
Portuguese India there, and of linking with him the West of India Portuguese
Railway to the Southern Mardtha Railway system. Halting at Belgaum, His
Excellency received there an address from the Municipahty, and on Tuesday the
81st of January he proceeded to Castle-Rock on the British Frontier attended
by His Excellency’s personal Staff, and accompanied by the officials of the
Southern Maratha Railway Company, the Commissioner of the Southern Division,
and a large party of Civil and Mihtary Officers from tho adjoining districts of
Kinara, Dhérwdr and Belgaum.

His Excellency the Governor General of Portuguese India, attended by His
Excelleney’s personal Staff, and accompanied by the Political Secretary to the
Government of Bombay who had procceded to Mormugdio for the purpose, and
by the Agent and officials of the West of India Portuguese Ralway and the
Civil and Miktary Officers of Goa, left in a special train at 7-30 4.1 and arrived
at the Frontier at the same time that the special train conveying His
Excellency the Governor of Bombay arrived.

Their Excellencics having left their respective trams exchanged compli-
ments, while the band played the English and Portuguese National Authems,
and at the wvitation of Mr Sawyer, the Ohief Engincer, they smwltaneously
united the lines by means of silver keys which Mr. Craik, the Traffic Manager
of the Southern Mardtha Railway, presentod to them. On behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India and at the desire of Ths Excellency the Vieeroy, the Governor
expressed the satisfaction which it gave him to bring to a completion, with
the aid of His Excellency the Governor General of Portuguese India, the con-
struction of an international line which afforded the best guarantee for peace,
international friendship, and commerce. His Excellency the Governor General
reciprocated these sentiments, and they were immediately reported by telegraph
to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress of India and to His Most Faithful Majesty
tho King of Portugal. Thew Excellencies then proceeded to Castle-Rock,
where the Southern Mardtha Railway Company entertained their tlastrious
guests and the officers who formed their parties at lanch. After lunch His
Excellency the Governor General of Portuguesc India ook His Excellency
the Governor to Mormugio, where a banquet, followed by a Ball, was given
to them by the West of India Portuguese Railway Company, After the b angquet
and the loyal toasts had been given, the Chicf Hngineer and Agent of the West
of India Portugueso Railway responded on behalf of that Company, while in the
unavoidable absence of the Chief Enginecr and Agent of the Southern Maritha
Railway Company Mr. Craik responded on 1t behalf.

His Excelloncy the Governor of Bombay left by special train on the 1st of
February receiving the honours due to him, and arrived at Chinchlin the
Kolhgpur State that evening, whero he was received by the Political Agent and
the Counctl of Admimstration. On the following day His Excellency returned
the visits of the Chiefs of the Southern Mardtha Country which ho received on
arrival at the Camp, and distributed the prizes at the Horse and Cattle Show
in the afternoon. Travelling by special train, which the Southern Marithg,
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Railway Company courteously placed at his disposal, His Excellency reached
Poona at 9 a.w. and left for Bombay, which ho reached on tho cvening of the
3rd of February, 1888,

The Native States of the Bombay Presidency are scattered over its whole
area, from Khairpur in the north of Sind to Savantr in the south of the Southern
Mardtha Country: some of them are situatéd on the low-lying westerly plains
along the coast, while more occupy the higher ground to the east of the Sahyadri
mountains  They present varions phases of civilization, from the almost savage
Ding estates of Khdndesh to tho enlightened States of Bhdvnagar in the north
and Kolhdpur m the south. Under the influence of British admimstration in
the States whose Clucfs are either minors or mcapacitated for rule, greab
improvements have been introduced. Ilsewherc the mosi potent influeuce for
reform congists in the employment by the Chiels of native officials tranod in the
British servico, who carry with them to Foreign service the traditions and prio-
ciples of British administration. Improved communications have enabled the
Chiefs to travel, and opened their eyos to the advantages of change But in very
few States is the press or the formation of associations encouraged; and even
where nuder o temporary DBritish admmistration newspapers have begun thow
career 15 15 soon mnterrupted by a reversion to Native rule, In one respect,
namely the emancipation of trade from trausit duties, there has been a steady
advance along the whole line of Native Statcs.  Much still remaimns to be done,
but the year under report was one of fair progress, as will be seen from the
following paragraphs mn which the leading features of the year’s admimstration
of the larger States are briefly mentioned  Full details as regards the admims-
tration of all the States, small and large, will be found m Part II, Chapter L

During the early patt of the year 1887-88 Ths Highness the Rio of Cutch
was absent on a wisit to England wm connection with the celebration of Her
Imperial Majesty’s Jubilee. His Highness was invested with the Insignia of
a Grand Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Tndian Empire by the
Queen-Empress. s Highness's brother, Kunvar Shr1 Kalabha, and the Pol-
tical Agent, Colounel G. R. Goodfellow, were also mvested with the Companion-
ship of the Order of the Indian Empwe. The rainfall during the year was less
than m the previous year, and was uuseasouable. The cotton crop suffered
considerably 1n consequence, and there was a scarcity in the eastern portion of
the State. There was no epudemuc during the year, and the public health was
good. Theimports increased, but in the exports there wasa decrease on account
of smaller exportations of cotton during the year. There was a marked increase
i shipping activily. The police work was heavier thaw m the previous year,
crime having increased in consequence of the scarcty; DLut the imcroase was
successfully coped with. More property was stolen, but more was also recovered,
both actually and in proportion to the amount stolen, than in the previous year
The admrmstration of justico was diligently attended to. There was an 1ncrease
in the number of inmabes of the prisons owing to the unfavourable nature of
the season. The Central Jail manufactured excellent cotton and woollen fabrics
which found a ready market.  Good work was done in the hospital and dispen-
saries, and progress was made in vaccination. The number of schools remained
unaltered, but both the number and average atiendance of pupils were lower
than in the previous year, owing to the withdrawal of children from the lower
schools in consequence of the scarcity. In the School of Art the classes for
modelling, wood carving, mlad work and embroidery did well, but the pottery
class failed to make saiisfactory progress. Ihs Highness the Rdo lberally
patronized education and literature, Of the total length of 500 tfeot by which
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the Mindvi Breakwater is to be extended, a length of 350 fect was complet b
Horse-breeding operations continued to be carried on on an extensive scale.

The Pdlanpur Superintendency comprises 11 States, the most important ot
which are Pilanpur and-Ridhanpur. As in the previous year, the season was,
on the whole, unfaveurable, and prices consequently rose. The public health was
good, except that there was a slight outbreak of cholera in one of the States.
The Darbdr held at Ahmedabad by His Excellency the Governor was attended by
His Highness the Divdn of Pilanpnr and 15 other Chiefs of the Superintendency.
Illness prevented His Highness the Navdb of Rédhanpur from attending
the Darbir. The Victoria Jubilee Institutes undertaken in the previous year
were opened at Pilanpur and Rddhanpur during the year under report, and
the custom of obtaining forced labour was put an end to, to a great extent,
in both States. 'The finances of Pilanpur again showed a doficit. There was
a slight increase of crime during the year, attributable to the prevalence of
scarcity : but the operations of the police were more successful than in the
previous year. Two notorious Midna outlaws were apprehended. The number
of civil suits in avrrears rose considerably owing to a larger number of swits
having been filed in Pdlanpur during 1887-88 than in the year previous, in
anticipation of a change in the period of limitation. Vacemation made good
progress during the year.. There was an increase of one in the number of
dispensaries and of nearly 3} thousand patients. Diseases were less nfe among
cattle than in the previous year. There was a slight increase in the number
of students attending schools, but ne improvement in the average attendance.
4 new private schools were opened, indicating a desire on the part of parcnts
to give education to their children. The Victoria Tdlukdiri School contained
only 8 boys at the close of the year.

The Mahi K4ntha Agency comprises 64 States, all of which, save the State
of I'dar, are inconsiderable. The presentation, by His Excellency the Governor,
of the Insignia of a K. C. S.I. to the Mahdrdja of I'dar at the Darbdr Leld at
Ahmedabad, the opening of the Scott College at Sidra by the Honourable
Mr. Richey, C.3.1, and a visit by their Excellencies Lord and Lady Reay to
His Highness the Mahdrdja of I'dar at lis capital were among the chief events
of the year. Besides the Mahdrdja, 10 other Mahi Kdntha Chiefs attended
the Darbir at Ahmedabad. Many of the States in the Agency march with those
of Rdjputdna, and there are many Bhl villages on either side of tho border
During the course of the year the Bhils behaved well, and there was no wstance
of any raid or foray on a large scale. But there were 50 dacoities and 43
robberies against 26 and 40 respectively in the previous year, thus showing an
increase of violent crime. The I'dar Police captured the 7 Bhils concerned in
the murder of the Thdkor of Umria, and the Ddnta Police captured the notorious
outlaw Nathusingh : but otherwiso the results of the operations of the States
Police, which are ill-equipped and undisciplined bodies of men, were very unsa-
tisfactory, specially as regards the detection of vivlent crime. Great 1nprove-
ments were made in the newly organized Agency Police. The last of the savirs
(troopers) of His Highness the Giekwdd’s Contingent were withdrawn durmg
the year. The protection of the I'dar frontier on the north and the cast was
entrusted to the I'dar State at tho request of His Highness the Mahdidjn,
as a tentative measure. On the whole the ramfall was equul to the avers ge |
but the season was not a very healthy one, ague and fever of a bal type hang
prevalent in almost all parts of the Agency throughout the year — Cholera, ulso,
made its appeaiance in several States dwimg the mouths of Reptember andOctober
Cattle-disease was also prevalent 1 several States. The out-turn of ctop 3+ a-
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estunated at 12 annas in the rupee, Thére was a great increase in the number
of cwil suits and the arrears thereof which remained at-the end of thé year,
owing to the introduction of certain limitation rules. The expenditure on public
works amounted to Rs. 86,728 exclusive of contributions : Rs. 51,890 were spent
on the Scott College, and the I'dar State expended Rs. 23,950, chiefly on roads
and a library and clock tower at I'dar. Education made satisfactory and steady
progress : there was an increase of 4 in the number of schools and of 880 in
that of scholars. The Church Missionary Society represented by the Reverend
Mr. Thompson did excellent work in the education of the Bhils, for whom it has
already opened 2 schools, The Thikor of Pil, one of the 'I'dar feudatories,
gave a site for one of these schools, to which a dispensary is attached, contri-
buted liberally towards its construction, and accepted the responsibility for the
maintenance of the school. The State of I'dar, which has lent an enlightened
support to the Society’s schemes of Bhil education, contemplates opening another
school and dispensary under its supervision. ’

As already noted, His Excellency the Governor visited Kéthidwdr in Decem-
ber 1887 and performed two interesting ceremouies in confiection with railway
extension in Kdthidwdr, The extension of the Bhdvnagar-Gondal line from
Dhoréji to Porbaudar, of which His Excellency turned the first sod, was due to the
joint enterprise of the Gondal and Porbandar States : the Jetalsar-Verdval exten-
sion of the same line, on which His Excellency set the first train in motion, was
being constructed entirely at the expense of the Junigad State. The extension
of the Morvi railway from Vankéner to Rdjkot, sanctioned during the year by
the Government of India, afforded a fresh instance of the enlightened enterprise
shown by His Highness Sir Wdghji, Thakor Ssheb of Morvi,"in advancing
railway communications. Anether enlightened Chief, H. H. Sir Takhtsingji,
Thékor Siheb of Bhdvnagar, imtiated an important reform during the year by
dividing the various departments of his State among four Councillors, each
responsible to himself, and inaugurated another by maturing a scheme of local self-
government for his capital city. In the State of Porbandar also ‘the year was
one of great progress under the administration of Mr. Lely; a stimulus was
given to trade by the expenditure of large syms on useful public works, and
s marked improvement was effected in the whole machinery of Government.
The long standing disputes between, firstly, the Maiyds and the Junfgad State,
and, secondly, the Jivaidira of Duména and the Dhringadra State were amicably
settled by the commutation of the service liability of the Maiyds and Jivaiddrs
for & surrender of part of their lands, The turbulent Midnas of the M4lia State
will, itis hoped, be pacified by the adoption of a scheme for their transfer to
the jurisdiction of the Agency, and for the settlement of their debts. The value
of the sea-borne trade of the province advanced from 380% to 386% I4khs of
rupecs, the increase being due to increased importations of rice and other grains
and espocially noticeable at Porbandar and Bbgvoagar, The expenditure on
public works advanced from 163 to 184 lakbs, the chief works in progress or
completed during 1887-88 being the S4maldds College and the dredging of the
creck at Bhdvnagar, the water-supply works at Bhdvnagar and Dhringadra, the
Lridge over the river at Jdmnagar, and the light-house and bridges at Porbandag,
The number of medical institutions for the relief of the suffering increased from
77 to 81, and the number of patients treated therein from 402,893 to 434,526,
the institutions being popular everywhere and supplied by the States with
nwedicines on a liberal scale.  There was an increase of 40 in the number of edu.
cational institutions and of 3,435 in that of pupils. Apart from the detection
. al punishment of serious crime of the nature of robberies and dacoities, the
inuustration of the pohice showed an improvement.

Kithidwir,
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While these facts bespeak an enlightened and progressive adminstration
maintained notwithstanding a diminution of from 3 to 4 annas in the rupee 1o
the land revenue of the States owing to the unfavourable nature of the season, 1t
is to be noted that, on the other hand, the public tranquilhty, disturbed during
the three previous years, was not ouly not restored, but the area of disorder
spread from Jundgad to Gondal, Navdnagar and elsewhere. There were 118
robberies and 57 dacoities against 117 and 78 respectively in 1886-87 ; and they
resulted in the removal or destruction of property worth Rs. 1,14,365 against
Rs. 91,985, the murder of 17 persons against 11, the wounding of 45 against 61,
and the carrying off of 29 hostages against 24. While 875 persons were con-
corned in these outrages, only 217 were captured and 63 convicted. 8 pro-
claimed out-laws remained at large. The Imperial Mail was robbed on one and
stopped on 8 other occasions. In consideration of the very serious state of
affairs, Government lent to the Chiefs of the 3 States named above the ser-
vices of a British -officer, Major Humfrey, to organize their police and suppress
the formidable disorders which had remained unchecked so long; and the result
bas been the capture of several dacoits and the destruction of others who endea-
voured to evade capture, since the close of the year.

The Rewa Kéntha Agency comprises the first class State of Rdjpipla, 5
second class States and 55 other States and estates of smaller importance. Among
the chief events of the year were the Darb4r held at Ahmedabad by Ilis Excellency
the Governor and His Excellency’s visit to Rdja Wakhatsingji of Lundvida at
his capital. Four Rewa Kdéntha Chiefs attended the Darbir The season was
unfavourable, and the prices of food-grams rose in consequence. There was
an o utbreak of cholera in 23 villages of Rdjpipla. The new dbkiri system,
under which the Chiefs have agreed to remove their hquor shops more than two
miles from the frontier, was introduced on 1st January 1888, and the States of
Bhadarwa and Umeta and the estate-holders of the Sankheda and Pdndu Mewis
made over the management of their excise to the British Government. There
was an increase 1n crime, especially in house-breaking with theft. Rijpipla con-
tinued under Joint Administration up to 12th October 1887, when the Rdijd’s
share in the administration had to be withdrawn in the interests of good
government, The administration of Lunivida and Sunth was carried on with
marked abihty. Four new schools were opened during the year, and the tdlukddri
school at Vajiria was reported to be doing well,

The S4vantvddi State was administered by the British Government in
consequence of the continued unfitness of the Sar Deséi for independent rule.
Occasionally the Sar Desdi made efforts to free himself from demoralizing
excesses, but he scon relapsed into his old habits, Among the chief events of
the year may be mentioned the ceremony of unveiling the Jubilee bust of the
Queen-Empress, which was performed by Mr. Propert, the Commissioner, S. D,
in a grand Darbdr attended by the Sar Desdi, his Sarddrs and others. A stand-
g Legislative Committee was formed, consisting of the Political Superintendent,
the State Kdrbbiri and the Judicial Assistant. Progress was made with the
survey of the town of Vddi, butit was not completed. The financial condition
of the State was sound.- The season was not a favourable one. A large sum
was expendced on public works. The high character borne by the State in cduca-
tional matters was maintained. The many bencficial results aclieved during
the long period of supervision of the State by tho retiring Political Agent,
Colonel G.. R. C. Westropp, reflect great credit on that oflicer.

The administration of the Kolbdpur State continued to be vested 1z a
Council of Admibistration presided over by the Dudn  IIis Ihighuess the
Mdhdrdja, who is 14 years of age, attends the Rajkumir College at Rijkot, and
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15 reported to- have made satisfactory progress in his studies during the year,
The most important event of the year was the commencement of the Kolhdpur
State Railway, the sanction of the Government of India to the construction -of
which was received in February 1888. The line, which i is estimated to cost 223
ldkhs of rupees, will be built entirely at the expense of the Kolhdpur State, and
will extend from thé town of Kolhdpur to Miraj, a distance of nearly 29 miles.
The revenue survey of the State, including its dependencies, has been completed
with the exception of a few villages. The finances of the Kolhdpur State proper
were in a highly satisfactory coundition, the accumulated balances amounting
to upwards of 30 ldkhs of rupees. The financial condition of the feudatory
States was also good. Alienation settlements were nearly completed, and forest
demarcation made fair progress. The rainfall was on the-whole not very seas
sonable, and the harvest was fair. There was no rise in the prices of -food-
graing, but on the contrary a decline in some eases. Crime may on the whole
be said to have been stationary; but the amount of property stolen was less
than in the previous year, while the percentage of recoveries was considerably
greater. The disposals of civil swits and applications for execution of decrees
exceeded the institutions during the year, and the arrears were fewer, all of
which were satisfactory features of the year’s administration. 4 new munici-
palities were established during the year, and measures were in progress for
giving the municipal constitution of Kolhdpur & legal status and for improving
the personnel of the municipal body. Several important public works, including
the new palace for the Mahdrdja and several new roads, were compléted during
the year, and others were in progress. The total amount spent by Kolhipur

and its feudatories on public works amounted to 4} ldkhs of rupees. Education’

showed steady progress. The Jayasingrio Ghitge Technical School founded in
memory of the late Regent was opened in March 1887. An agricultural olass
was also opened in the R4jérém High School. The Municipality of Kolhipur
has set apart funds for the execution of a surface drainage schems for the town,
which it 18 understood will take some years to complete. A plentiful supply of
water hag already been provided. The public health was not on the whole
satisfactory, 1,278 persons died of cholera, which was traced to an’ impure
water-supply. Steps were taken to remove the cause. The annual increase in
the number of persons attending the public dispensaries and the Albert Edward
Hospital was well maintained.

Of the other States in the Dekkhan group it need only be mentioned here
that the supervision of 8 of the 5 States known as the Sdtdra Jighirs wa
trausferred during the year from the Collector of Sdtdra to the Collectors of
Toona and Bijdpur as Political Agents. The change was effected from the 1st
of November 1887. The Jighirs of Phaltan and Aundh continued to be attached
to the Sitira Agency, that of Bhor was transferred to the supervision of the
Collector and Political Agent, Poons, and those of Jath and Daphlipur were
placed 1 political charge of the Collector of Bijipur, Notifications declaring the
jurmsdiotion of the Political Agents of Poona and Bijdpur were issued by the
Government of India.

The year under review was oue of fair prosperity and advancement to the
8 Southern Maritha States under the supervision of the Political Agent, Kolha-
pur, nhich with the small State of Savanir in the extreme south of the Presi-
deney form the group of Southern Mardtha States. The most important of these
% States is Sdngli.  Takmg all the 8 States together the season on the whole was
a fawr one notwithstanding a more or less unequal distribution of rain, and there
was w0 general vise of prices. The finances of all the States except the 2
Karandyads, which were in debt, were flourishing : each of the 6 States had

baliwees more or Joss considerable which were mostly invested. With the excep-
vents b
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tion of Miraj (Senior) and Mudhol the expenditure in all the States was within the
income. A. larger sum on the whole than in the previous year was spent on useful
public works, the 2 States of Miraj taking a prominent position in this respoct
having spent over a fifth of their revenue on such works. Education made steady,
though not rapid, progress. The number of schools and scholars increased. On
an average one in every 40 inhabitants was at school. The amount espended
on education was less than 4 per cent. of the total revenue realized by the States.
There was little of serious crime. Less property than in the preceding year
was stolen, and the percentage of recoveries rose from 2991 to 5245, the great-
est improvement in this respect being noticeable in the Mudhol State. The Civil
and Criminal Courts worked with a fair degree of promptitude, and arrears of
civil suits were on the whole reduced. The number of documents registered
continued to increase steadily. There were in all 23 Municipalities 1 these States
with a total income of Rs 1,04,872 at their disposal. Cholera prevailed in all
the States, especially during the early part of the year, and small-pox made its
appearapce in the Sdngli, Miraj (Junior) and Kurundvdd (Junior) States. In other
respects the health of the population was normal. The number of persons
vaccinated declined 1n most of the States. The joint administration established
at Sdngli 1 1874, when the affairs of the State had fallen into much disorder,
continued up to December 1887, when the Chief was re-invested with full powers
on certain conditions imposed upon him.

His Higbness Mir Ali Mar4ad Khdn Talpur and s son Faiz Mahomed
Khin, continued to admimster the State of Khairpur, composed mainly of forest
and desert, on the east bank of the Indus in the usual patriarchal style. The
Mir, though 75 years of age, is still fond of sport, the forests of the State being
set aside as His Highness’s game preserves. He suffered a great loss in the
death of his third and favourite son Mir Khdn Mahomed, who was much trusted
by His Highness in all matters and was greatly respected by all who came into
contact with him. Justice in the Khairpur Courts, presided over by the Mir and
his son, was summary, cheap and swift. The financial condition of the State
wag far from sound: the expenditure exceeds the {revenue annually, with the
result that a considerable load of debt has accumulated. No remedy is, how-
ever, possible during the lifetime of the present ruler. Education was in a very
backward state.

Nothing occurred during the year to disturb the friendly feelngs subsisting
between the Residency and the tribes in the vicinity of Aden There was a
marked decrease of crime as compared with the year prévious. The munici-
pal revenues were in a flourishing condition, and the sanitary condition of the
Settlement was exceptionally good. The trade of Aden is described further on
The year was one of quiet and steady progress in the administration of the
Settlement.

The administration of the Som4li Coast protectorate was carried on with
zeal and tact. Friendly relations with the neighbouring tribes were, with one
exception, maintained, with the result that there was a great expausion in the
trade. The revenue, almost the whole of which 18 derived from customs dues,
also increased very considerably. The zaribas or fortified positions at Berbera,
Bulbar and Zaila on the Coast were completed.

Two parties of the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India were employed
in the Presidency during the year The Gujardt Party surveyed topographucally
1,086 square miles in the Pdlanpur and Mah Kdntha Agencies, and 290 square
miles in the Thdna and Nisik forests, besides surveying the Cantonmout of
Decsa with its environs and certain portions of the boundary between Meywar
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and Mirwdr. The Southern Mardtha Party completed the topographical survey
of 931 square mles near Dhirwir and of 113 square miles of the Kénara forests.
The latter work was performed under especially trylng eircumstances. It has
been decided that a party under the supervision of Colonsl Pullan should, in
future, undertake all forest surveys in the Presidency

1% millions of acres were measured by the Revenue Survey Department of
tho Presidency proper against 1} millions in 1886-87, and 1% millions were
classed against 1} millions. The Gujardt branch of the Survey was engaged in
surveying the Cambay State, in effecting & revision survey of the Ahmedabad
district, and in performing miscellaneous measurement work in the Panch
Mabdls.  The two branches, formerly known as the Poona and Kdmk Suarvey
and the Southern Maritha Country Survey, were amalgamated during the year,
and the combined branch was employed in the re-measurement and re-clas-
sification of certain t4luk4s of Khéndesh, the Dekkhan and Southern Maritha
Country, and in the original measurement and classification of certain portions
of the Kénara District, and of villages in the Miraj, Jamkhandi and Kurundvdd
States. The Ratndgiri (now styled Konkan) Revenue Survey re-measured and
re-classified lands in the Th4na and Koliba districts, and measured and classified
for the first time a portion of the Ratnigiri district and the Native State of
Janjira, Original or revision survey settlement was introduced into 401 Govern-
ment villages of the Ahmednagar, Poona, Sétira, Dhérwdr, Bijdpur and Kénara
districts, with the result that the revenune demand increased from Rs. 2,57,970

to Rs. 3,30,937, or 28'3 per cent. Original or revised rates were also introduced-

into 9 indm villages situated in the Kaira, Thdna and Ahmednagar districts, with
the effect that the demand rose from Rs. 14,513 to Rs. 16,848, or 16-1 per cent.
An original settlement introduced into a village in the Native State of Kolhdpur
and into two villages in that of Miraj resulted in raising the demand from Rs, 4,193
to Rs. 4,818, or 14'9 per cent. The total expenditure on sui-vey operations in
the Presidency proper amounted to 5 likhs of rupses against 5% 14khs in 1886-87 ;
but of this sum § of a lkh was payable by Native States. The total cost' of
revision settlement operations up to the close of the year was W‘Ehs, resulting
in an 1nerease in the annual revenue demand to the extent ohn,,.r,,.:'hs.

The Sind Revenue Survey Department measured half a million acres of
land m the five districts of the province, of which ouly a very small fraction
was jéghfr land. Regular classification was not carried on, but the classing
establishments were employed in making preparatioms for the introduction of
wrigational settlements, These settloments were introduced into one téluka
of tlie Shikdvpur, two of the Hyderabad and one of the Kardchi district. An
account of the settlements was given in the last report. The eost of the Depart-
ment amounted to 13 likhs of rupees. )

The total number of occupancies into which the land held by rayats dicect
from Government was divided was approxzimately 1¢ millions. In 3,579 cases only
was it necessary to resort to distraint in order to collect the land revenne. The
rules regardig the payment of discount on instalments of land revenue paid
m advance were re-considered during the year. The large majority of cultiva-
tors in Sind are Mahomedans, and in view of the fact that tlus community
entertains strong prejudice against the receipt of interest in any form, the rules
were abandoned m that province. In the Presidency proper it was found that
one of the rules, under which discount was allowed for payments in advance of
matalments due 1n the same year, involved loss of revenue out of proportion to
any benefieral resulfs aceruing from it, the more especially because the land-
helders who had taken advantage of it were not the poorer classes of cultivators
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for whose benefit it was'mainly meant, but the rich men of the higher castes  the
Konkan and superior holders elsewhere. The rule was accordingly withdraw.
It was, however, decided to give m the Presidency preper a further trial to two
other rules which permitted the payment in advance of the land revenue due
inthe next year and in the subsequent year. The total culturable avea of
Government land in the Presidency proper was approximately about 25:%
milbons of acres, of which 24.3; millions were cultivated during the year and
13 millions remained waste. Nearly %ths of a mnllion of acres of waste lands
were taken up during the year for the purpose of cultivation The area
actually under cultivation during the year, as compared with that of the
preceding year, showed an increase of npearly %;ths of a million ot acres,
the largest part of the increase having occurred in the Central and the smallest
in the Northern Division. The compilation of statistics regarding culturable,
cultivated and waste Government lands continued to be very imperfect in
Sind.

The T4lukd4ri Settlement Office continued to manage encumbered estates
in Gujardt, collecting their revenues, meeting the expenses with which they
were chargeable, and paying their debts to Government and private creditors.
It continued also to manage minors’ and other estates, mostly in the Ahmedabad
district, and to do other miscellaneous work. The results of 1ts operations
during 1887-88 were, owing to the very unfavourable character of the season,
not so good as those of the preceding year, the amount of revenue of the
estates under management realized during the year having been smaller, and
the remissions and outstanding balances larger than in the previous year. No
additional emcimbered estates were placed under management during the year,
nor were any released from management within that period, but after its close
two estates 1n the Broach district were restored to their owpers entirely freed
from debt. Oune of these, belonging to the Thikor of A'mod, is the largest
estate 10 the district, and during the period of 17 years for which it had been
under management it was freed from a debt of nearly 2} likhs of rupees It is
observable, howeter, that owing to a variety of causes—family pride and attend-
ant extravagance, internal dissensions and litigation, the intrigues of kdrbhdiris
(managers) and the malpractices of creditors of the sdvkdr or money-lending
class—combined with the enlargement of credit which followed upon the recog-
nition of absolute proprietorship in the soil accorded by Section 20 of Act VI of
1862, many of the T4dlukdsrs speedily become involved again after they are
freed from debt through the operation of the special legislation in their behalf
Several cases have occurred in which debts equivalent to from 4 to 12 years’
revenue have already been contracted by Tdlukdirs whose estates have been
recently released. In Sind, the charge of encumbered estates was transferred
dut‘in§ the year to the district officers, the office of Manager of Encumbered
Estates inthat province having been abohished in the interests of economy ; and
the work of liberating the estates from deht was carried on by those officers,
The other estates under Government management were mostly inconsilerable,

During the year 1887-88 G Acts wero passed, and 5 Bills were still
pending at its close. Of the Acts the most important were Act No II of 1887,
which will secure the protection of pilgrims proceeding from Bombay and
Kardchi to Jeddah, who are mostly poor and ignorant, against unscrupulous
pilgrimn-brokers; Act No. IIT of 1887, a measurc which was long in contempla-
tion to make the provisions of the law relatmg to Steam Boilers and Prime
Movers applicable to all boilers and prime moveis, to place the working of the
law on a satisfactory financial basis, and to eflect other reforms therew ; and Act
No. VII of 1887, the chief aim of which is to prevent the alienation of the cash
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allowances known as Toda-girds, in view of the political dangers which’ might
arise from their recipients, the Girdssias, @ turbulent class of people, being in
the course of time dispossessed of them. The most important of the Bills which
have not already been .noticed in previous reports was Bill No. 4 of 1887, 2
measure intended to comsolidate and amend the law relating to the Municipal
Government of the City of Bombay, which attracted much public attention and

underwent radical changes in the Legislative Council after very full and length~
ened discussion,

Tie total strength of the police forces employed throughout the Presiv
dency, inclusive of Sind and Aden, in 1887 was 22,013 offiters and men againsh
21,905 in the previous yeaf, and their cost was Rs. 41,08,307 against
Rs. 40,69,880 in 1886.  Difficulty was again experienced in obtaining suitable
recruits on the existing rates of pay for the two most importaut of these forces,
viz. the Mofussil and the Bombay City Police. Taking subordinate officers and
men together, 83-16 per cent. of the Mofussil Police possessed sufficient education
to be able to read and write an intelligible report of a crime : but the percent-
ages for the different districts of the Mofussil varied greatly—irom 62-54 in
Ahmedabad to 7-5 in Thar and Pérkar, In the Bombay City Police ook 2413
per cent, of the officers and men taken together could read and write. The arms
in use in the Mofussil Police are of mauny different patterns and sizes, and some
are obsolete : many cannot be relied on to shoot with ,any degree of aceuracy
at 100 yards.

Exclusive of Aden, for which full details are not available, 62,276 cognizable
and 63,729 non-cognizable cases were reported during the year against 687657
and 62,314 cases respectively in the previous year. In connection with the
former class of cases, 70,016 persons were arrested or appeared on other process

Police

before the Courts, aganst 76,467 in the previous year ; and 50,633 persons were-

counvicted against 57,262. In connection with the latter class, 112,115 persons
appeared before the Courts against 113,964 in 1886 ; and 23,549 were convicted
against 24,267. At Aden 439 persons were apprehended in connection with
cognizablo cases against 530 in the previous year; and 388 were convicted
against 472. Thus, on the whole, there was during the year a décrease in the
veturns of orime as regards cases, offenders and convictions, especially in the
class of crime with which the police are chiefly conecerned, viz. cognizable
crime. In Sind thers was a decrease of cognizable crime in the Shikdrpur
district only, where offences against the State and cases of kidnapping showed
a marked decrease. There was, however, a marked increase in eases of house-
breaking in Kardchi and Thar and Pirkar, and the Sind Police were unfor-
tunately very unsuccessful in obtaining convictions in such cases, owing to the
want of education in the men and to the faeility afforded.by the railway to

Panjilys of bad character in the commission of crime with little or no °

chance detection. There was aleo an increase in true cases of cattle-~theft
throughout the province, except in the Shikirpur district, where the estab-
lishment of pumtive plsts would seem to have prevented an inerease of that
class of orime. On the whole, there was a very satisfactory progress in the
efliciency of the police in the Shikdirpur district, and an unsatisfactory retro-
gression in the Upper Sind Frontier and Thar and Pdrkar districts, In the
Northera Division thers was a shght increase 1n the number of cognizable eases,
attributable to the unfavourableness of the season owing to the severe frost
expericnced o the early part of the year and the long break during the monsoon,
Robberies increased, chiefly in the Ahmedabad and Thdna districts, but they
were not followed by a proportionate increase in-the convictions. The number
of dacotties 1 the Division was slightly lower, but 11 of them oocurred in the
B Oo4—3s
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district of Théua alone agamnst 9 1a the previous yoar, and conviclions were
obtaived in 4 cases only out of a total of 21. The Thdna Police were the least
succossful of the police forces of the Division In the Central Division there
was a large decrease of cognizable erime, especially noticeable in the districts of
Ahmednagar and Poona, but not of serious crime, for there was a marked
increase in the number of dacoities, chiefly in Poona, and of robberies 1n the
Khéndesh and Sitdva districts. Tt is satisfactory, however, to note that
there was a proportionate increasc n the convictions, and that Rima Muarya,
the Koli leader who committed the dacoities in both the Poona and Thdna
distuicts, was captured and convicted during the year. On the whole, however,
the results of the operations of the police of the Central Division showed no
improvement.  In the Southern Division cogmuzable erime decreased everywhere
except 1 Kénara and Koldba, Murders, dacoities and robberies duninished.
Petty dacoities were, however, as frequent in Dhdrwdr ard Kénara as 1n the
two previous years, but they were at last traced to a lawless class of men from
the Madras Presidency, and will, it is hoped, soon be put an end to. The
result of police operations in Dhdrwdr was very poor Im the City of Bombay
cognizable crime dimmished on the whole, but an increase in true cases of
house-breaking was observable. A murder at Parel by a Pathin, which created
a great sensation, tested the detective abilities of the polier with results which
reflected great credit upon that body. On the wkole the police of the capital
city of the Presidency has maintained its reputation for delective ablity. Of
the three great rallway systems of the Premdency, cognizable crime diminished
on two-—the G. I P.and B. B, & ¢ I. Railways, and 1ncreased on the S. M,
Railway, owmg partly to an inercase in the length of the line under admin-
istration and partly to the fact that the police force employed on 1t consisted
to a considerable extent of new and untrained men. FEacept 1n Sn.d and Aden,
and on the &, 1. . and S, M. Railways, where there were comparatively trifling
increases, thefts everywhere dechinod. Property of the value of Rs. 13,26,797
wasg stolen, and the recoveries amounted to Rs. 6,11,415, or 46 percent. against
54 per cent. n 1886. Except i the Central Division and on the . I, P. and
S. M. Railways, the percentago of recoveries was cverywhere higher than 50:
it was highest (88:84) 10 Adun, and very considerable on the B. B. & ¢ T Rail-
way (71) and the City of Bombay (61). Throughout the Mofussd 1t was
noticeable that the swmaller tt  value of the property stolen, the greater were
the chances of detection. The gang of house-breakers and thieves which coms
mitted thefts in the town of Bijdpur m past years was at last traced during
the year under report to a gang of Bowries from the Native State of Bhopdl in
Central India.

With regard to non-cognizable erime, with wineh the police are concorncd
to a very small extent only, 1t is noficeable that the percentage of psrsons con-
victed to those appearing before the Courts in cases under the Penal Code was
in the City of Bombay four times as high as i the Mofussil, thus indicating
that the Presidency Magistrates exercised a wise discretion in the issue of
process on complants.

108 vagrants were admitted to the Bombay Government Work-house during
1887, and 19 remained over from 1886. OFf these 127 mon, 43 were discharged
to employment, 7 were sent to out-stations with a prospect of obtaning emplo,
ment, 6 were deported, 32 deserted, 24 remained in the work-house, and the
rest were elther i hospital or made over to the Jail, Police or Militar y author-
1ties, or provided for by thewr friends or through other means. The cost of the
work-house was Re, 5,856,
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1,168 Luman beings were destroyed by snakes during 1887 and 72 by wild
animals. The total mortality, though less than i 1886, was higher than the
average of the three years 1883 to 1885 and of the three years at the commence-
ment of the now expuing decade. Hven making allowances for the greater
accuracy of the returns now furmshed, hardly as much progress as might have
been expected appears to have taken place in the protestion of human hife,  More
than half the persons destroyed by wild ammals were killed by tigers, panthers
and wolves. The destruction of life by the two former kinds of animals was
especially Jarge in one tdluka of Kldndesh, and the fact has recewved the
attention of the Commissoner, C. D.; while the apparent increase 1n the number
of wolves in various parts of the Pressidency, especially Sind, has engaged the
attontion of Government. 2,041 Lead of cattle were destroyed during the year
against 2,311 in the year previous, but the latter figure 18 unduly swollen by the
erroneous inclusion of such animals as slheep, goats and camels, Most of the cat-
tle were destroyed by wild animals: a very small proportion by snakes. Over
3 likhs of snakes, or nearly half a likh more than last year, and 931 wild animals
were destroyed at 4 cost to Governwent of Re. 11,638,

The operations carried on by phe Chemical Analyser to Gtovernment in
1887 were on a more exbensive scale than in any other of the last five years,
owing to the introduction, during the year, of the new Tariff Act, which rendered
the testing of all imported potable spirits necessary. The number of medico-
legal cases reported upan was 282, of which 150 were cases of suspected
poisoning of human beings and 84 of suspected cattle-poisoning Tn 81 of
the former and 50 of thie latter kind of cases, poizon wag detected, arseme being
the substance most comonly found i hoth kinds of cases. TIn regard to
the cases of poisoming of human beings it is observable that opmm was, as
before, the most fatal of the poisonous substances used, and that in 2 cases the
children of police constables extracted fromn thuir fathers' bags and used for
poisoning themselves or others the strychnia intended for the destruction of
dogs.  Cattle-poisoning continues to be common in the Ahmednagar, Poona
and Sholipur distriots, Of 207 samples of potable water oxamued, 134 were
good, and of the rest those sent from Broach, Surat and Nisik were uniformly
bad,  Samples of various kinds of articles were analysed for the Commissariat,
Customs and Exzcise Departments. Hxperiments were made with a view to obtain
& highly concentrated fortified lime-juice for Comuussariat purposes  Copper
was found m samples of country hquor received from Khdndesh and Kénara.

There was a decrease of 4,909 in the number of offences reported o the
Magisteacy during 1387 as compared with the number for the previous year,
and of 5,345 in the number of cases returned as true. The number of cases
brought to trial during 1886 excecded the number for the year under report by
5,312, and 1,303 more accused persouns were concerned in them. There was a con-
siderahle increasc in the number of cases of hurt and a decrease of upwards of
8,500 in the number of offences under special and local laws. There was no very
appreciable variation m the number of offences of other classes.

The percentage of persons acquitted and d'scharged rose slightly during
theyear. The number of appellants during the year wunder report was 6,925 as
compared with 6,658 in 1886. The largest number of appeals to the IHigh
Court came f{rom the Almedabad District, which includes the Collectorates of
Ahmedabad, Kaura and the Panch Mabdls, 970 cases were reviewed by the
inferior Courts, but 80°41 per cent. of those cases resulfed in no interference,
The number of reviews by the High Court mereased by 36, and the number of
reviews by the Sadar Court in Sind mcreased by 83, On the whole the working
of the Crimnal Courts during the year under report was satisfactory.
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In pursuance of the policy noticed in last year's report the District Jails at
Ahmednagar, Sholépur, Sitéra, Belgaum and Godhra were converted in 1887
into Subordinate Jails. A saving of Rs. 20,000 per annum is anticipated from
the change. The steady decrease in the daily average of convicts in jail notice-
able eince the famine of 1876-77 has continued, the daily average for 1887 having
been 5,516 against 6,532 in 1886. This was due partly to the smaller number of
admissions during the year (13,670 against 14,435 in 1886), but was also influ-
enced by the very large number, 2,465, of releases at Her Imperial Majesty’s
Jubilee on the 17th February 1887. Considering the nationalities, religions and
occupations of the convicts admitted during the last three years, a steady decline
i8 noticeable, in the case of agriculturists, in the percentage of new admissions to
free population; a similar decrease is also observable in the case of Hindus and
Sikhs; while a steady increase is manifest in the case of persons engaged 1n
commerce and trade. Of the convicts newly adautted, 77°1 per cent. were sen-
tenced to imprisonment not exceeding 6 months, and only 11 per cent. to impri-
sonment exceeding one year or transportation: the great bulk (12,140) were
wholly illiterate ; 201 were juvenile prisoners ; and 2,007 or 14'7 per cout. of the
whole had been convicted before. There has been of late years an almost conti-
nuous rise in the percentage of reconvicted criminals to total convicts. Inaddition
to convicts the jails received durivg the year 28,655 under-trial prisoners ; the
average daily number of such prisoners being 576 against 612 in 1886. 17 prisoners
escaped during the year against 37 last year, and 7 of them were re-captured,
The number of convicts who escaped from the Nira Gang was, as usual, consider«
able, the reason being that police sepoys look upon service in the Gang as a banish-
ment, and are consequently lax in the discharge of their duties. The number of
jail offences fell from 3,762 to 3,084 ; and corporal punishments were resorted to in
71 cases only. The number of convicts released under the mark rules was only
527 during the year against 918 in 1886, owing not to any illiberal working of
the rules, but to the large number of Jubilee releases. 2,011 of the convicts in the
jails were employed on manufactures and 945 on extramural labour, with the
result that Rs. 1,16,584 were realized as a set off against the gross espenditure
of Rs. 4,50,018 on the jails. The gross cost to the State per prisoner—conviet
or under-trial—was Rs, 73.13-11 against Rs. 72.3-10 in 1886, and the net cost
Rs. 54.12-0 agaimnst Rs. 52-8.0, the increases being due to the fact that the fixed
establishment charges could not be reduced, although the number of conviets fell
off greatly, The prison health and mortality returns for the year were excep-
tionally favourable ; but there was an outbreak of cholera in the Kaira Jal owing
to the careless use of water from a well into which a cholera patient had thrown
bimself. The rate of mortality among the Sind prisoners was very much reduced
except at Shikdrpur, where perhaps a thoroughly satisfactory rate cannot be ob-
tained save by the abolition of the jail. The number of prisoners admitted into
the Civil Jails was 3,097—nearly 300 more than in the preceding year, and of
convicts admitted into Juvenile Prisons 82. The opening of a new Reformatory
at Yeraoda will, it is hoped, place the confinement and treatment of juvenile
offenders on a thoroughly satisfactory basis.

4,141 more civil suits we. . filed during the year thania 1886. In 617 per
cent. of the suits the value of the claim did not exceed Rs. 50, The number of
suits disposed of by all the Courts during the year increased by 8,258, resulting
in a diminution of the arrears by 448. The average duration of contested suits
increased in the High, Small Cause and Jighirddrs’ and Indmddrs’ Courts, hut
decreased in the District, Subordinate Judges’, Cantonment Magistratcs’ and
Mgmlatddrs’ Courts, and on the whole a further improvement wuas noticeahle in
the direction of diminution of delay The number of appeals disposed of wus
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5,043 against 4,765 in 1886, showing an increase of 478. The arrears of appeals
1 all Courts increased, however, by 261, the total number for disposal having
mereased by 539 in the year under report. It is too soon yet to judge whether
the transfer of decrees for execution to the Collector under the Civil Procedure
Code, Section 320, is or 18 not effecting the purpose for which it is designed.

There was a decrease of 93 per cent. in the number of suits instituted under Dekihon Agri-
the Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Act in 1887, as compared with the number 2‘(}:‘“‘5‘3 Relief
10 the previous year; and as the pertod of limitation for reglctered bonds, execu-
ted since the Act came into force,is 12 years it may, in the opinion of the
Special Judge under the Act, be presumed that the next 8 or 4 years will show
comparatively stationary, if not declining; figures. The fall ocourred almost
entirely in suits instituted under Chapter II of the Act, and among them it was
confined to purely agriculturist cases, suits againgt non-agriculturists showing a
glight increase. The very rapid decline in the number of redemption suils which
had been going on since 1883 appears, however, to have been arrested, as the
number of such suits in 1887 showed only aslight diminution. An approximate
idea of therelief afforded by the provisions intended for the beuefit of indebted
agriculturists may in the opinion of the Special Judge be formed from the fact -
that during the 8 years during which the Act has been in foice mortgage debts
amounting to nearly 30 likhs of rupees have been settled by the Courts and
the Conciliators under the Act for about 21 ldkhs of rupees. The fact that an
increasing disposition has been observable since 1883 to apply by consent the
prov1smns of Cbapter II of the Act to suits of values between Rs. 100 and 500,
is in the opinion of that officer indicative of a growing appreciation of the ma-
chinery of revision constituted by the Act. The result of the process of * going
behind the bond’ which the Aot legalises operated it is said during the year
merely in the reduction of the excessive amount of interest claimed from agricul-
turists—a fact which would seem to show that there is little foundation for the
complant that the process presses hardly on the money-lenders. Thae average
duration of suits under Chapter'II of the Act was less by nearly a month than
in 1886 : the cost of litigation increased 1 per cent., the increase falling mainly
under the head of court-fees. The number of applications for execution of‘decrees
agan showed an increase: but the increase has taken place only in regard to
decrees against agriculturists, for in regard to “decrees against non-agrlcultunsts
a decrease 18 observable. The percentages of decrees executed fully orin part
were slightly lower than in 1886. The wumber of Village Munsifs decreased
from 95 to 90: and there was a slight decrease in the amount of-work per-
formed. The pumber of Conciliators was 228 against 236 in the previous year

and the system of conciliation was extended to the Mulshi Petha of the Poona
Distmet. The number of applications to Conciliators fell off in nearly the same
proportion as the number of swits iustitated Conciliation failed in 43 per
cent. of the cases against 47 per cent. in the previous year. Four-fifths only of
these failures against eight-ninths in 1886 were due to fuilure of parties to at-
tend-—an improvement ascribed by the Special Judge to the recent amendment of
Soction 40 of the Act. The * refund system’ was in operation in those tdlukés
1 which there were no Couciliators. Statisties collected by the Special Judge
show that during the years 1886 and 1837 there was in the districts of Poona,
Satira, Ahmednagar and Sholdpur an appreciable reduction in the amount of
capital borrowed by agriculturists, and he infers from this that they are pro-
pottionately less dependant on extraneous resources than before. The whole ques-
tion of the value of the Act was placed under enquiry about the middle of 1888,
with a view to ascertain the general, financil aud judicial effect of its working,
and nhether it would be desirable to exteud its operation either wholly or par-
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tially to districts other than the four (Poona, S8dtdra, Ahmednagar and Sholapur}
in which it has hitherto been in force.

"The number of registrations under the Tndian Registration Act IIT of 1877,
which has been steadily mereasing since 1882-88, showed a still further increase
of 22,376 during 1887-88 over the previous year, due 1n a great measure to the
change in’ the law effected by Act XXIII of 1886 wherchy certain classes
of deeds formerly registerable by Village Registrars can now only be rogistered
by Sub-Registrars. The aggregate value of the property affected by the instru-
ments registered was uearly 7 crores. being nearly half a cvore in excess of the
figure for the previous year, and the average value per transaction was Rs, 521
against Rs. 584 in 1886-87. The average registration fee was Re 1-12-0.
There was an mcrease of Rs 67,972 1n the receipts of the Department, corre-
sponding to the increase 1n the number of registrations and due to the same
cause, cxcept that a reversion to the oid copying rate and a slig).t enhancement
of fees m the ad-valorem scal~ also contributed to the increase in the receipts.
The expenditure was less by #s 6,424, but this figure does not s ow the whole
of the effect of the amalgamation of the appomtments of In pectors General
of Registration and Prisons and the reductions of registration establishments
carried out in July 1887 m accordance with the recommendations of the Finance
Committee, masmuchas a part of the saving was balanced by the increased
commissions which had to bec naid on the incroased fee receipts of the Depart-
ment. The net income ot the Department was Rs. 1,48,573, or, adding thai
derived from the registration of joint <tock companies, Rs. 1,535,890, against a
total net mcome of Hs. 84,855 n 1386-87.

16 new companies, or 10 less than m the previous year, «nd 4 new societisg
were registered during 1887-88. 16 companres were under hquidation, and 9.
including one newly registered, were digsolved, There wers at the end of the
year 205 comparies with a capital of nearly 12} crores of rupees nominal and
91 crores par” up, or about halt a crore more under cach head than in the pre-
vious year.

The Dekk w Agriculturists’ Relief Act continued to be in force i the
districts of Alweduagar, Poona, Sitdra and Sbholdpnr. There was a fall of
6,629 in the number of registratons, attributed to the alteration in the law
which contributed largely to the increase 1n the number of registrations under
Act TIL of 1877, A der ~ -~ wag observable in the deeds of sale. mortgage,
lease, &c, of immoveable, and an increase m similar mstruments relating to
moveable property: a decrease on the whole m the districts of Poona, Sdtdra
and Sholdpur, and an increase 1 that of Ahmednagar, A corresponding
decrease of Rs. 28,23,637 is observable i the aggregate value of the property
affected by the doeuments registered, and of Rs. 17,586 1n tho fee receipts. The
expendituvre also decreased by Rs. 5,336, owing partly to the amalgamation of
gome of the village registration cireles, and partly to the fact that the paymen's
of commussion to the village registravs on the fee receipts were necessaril’
smaller 'The result was a deficit of Rs, 26,628 again_ ~030 in 1586-87,

The address of congratulation presented by Captain (now Sir Henry)
Morland on behalf of the Corporation of the City of Bombay to Her Tmperial
Magesty al the celebration of the Jubilee evoked a reply evincing the keen
interest which Her Majesty takes m the moral and material progross of that
great city—a progress whieh was fully mamntained during the year under report,
The great pains which the Corporation bgstowed on the discussion of the
Bombay Municipal Bill No. 4 of 1887 were in themselves a proof of the desire
of that body to maintain the progress.
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The total municipal revenue for 1887-88 was over 51} likhs of rupees,
being more than 7 ldkbs above the budget estimate, and more than 2§ likhs in
excess of the revenue of the preceding year: the total expenditure was over 58
I4khs, but still nearly 63 l4khs Jess than the estimate, although nearly 16§ ldkhs

\more than the expenditurc of the previous year. The closing balance amounted
to over 14 ldkhs of rupees as compared with an opening balance of over 203 ldkhs.
The water-rate again yielded over a 14kh more than in the previous year ; the
miscellaneous revenue showed an increase of mearly 12 ldkhs due to the sale of
frontages on the Ripon Road; and the revenne from property (consolidated,
water and halilkhor) rates increased by over £ of a lékh nciwithstanding the
roduction of the chief of them, wviz. the consohdated rate, from 8% to 8 per cent.
Over a ldkh more than in the previous year was expended on ordinary public
works, and a similar amount on education, while nearly 14} likhs more were
spent in repaying loans or paying interest on them. The municipal debt amounted
to pearly 204 likhs at the end of the year, against nearly 1674 likhs at the end
of the previous year.

820 new buildings were erected, 365 existing buildings enlarged, and 395
buildings demolished during the year. 49,313 properties were registered in the
municipal agsessment bock at the end of the year, valued at nearly 228 likhs of
rupevs, against 48,470 valued at about 2161 ldkhs ab the end of the previous year.
The rise in valuation was due to the rigse in rents, correction of under-assessments
and erection of new and enlaryement of existing buildings,

The main 1eatures of the Tdnsa water-supply project were fully deseribed
in the report for 1885-86, and the progress made in the following year in the
report for that year. The work of constructing the duct line, meluding tunnels,
made Ir progress during the year, although not ag great as was expected:
betier -ogress is expected in future as the resalt of various changes of organi-
zation 1 wle by the contractors. Much of the excavation work for the duct was
executed, the masonry work was In progress in dufferent places, but only a small
proportion—1,750 feet—of the tunnelling work was finished. Most of the
cylinders required for the bridges over which the water is to be carried across
the Bassein Creek were delivered at the works, and the construction of the
bridges was in progress. Satisfactory progress was made with another important
part of the project: escavations for the foundations of the dam were made
along the whole length of the line and 15,41,021 cubic feet of masonry work
completed in addition to the 5,92,662 cubic fect of masonry laid in the preceding
year. 20,000 tons of water-pipes were delivered at the works during the year.

The Vehir and Tulsi lakes overflowed early during the monsoon; and
measures were adopted towards the end of the year with a view to prevent a
leakage of nearly 14 million gallons a day from the waste weir and one of the
dams of the former lake. New mains exceeding 12 mles inlength were laid
down in different parts of the city to wants of & growng populahon
An increased staff of inspectors enabled the M\xmclpahty to detect and | vent a
waste of 1§ million gallons of water daily in addition to the waste o. aver
raillion gallons a day prevented in 1886. A grant of nearly 114 1akbs of rupees
was wade for the Queen’s Road and Girgaum pipe sewers and house connections
for rullage water, and much progress was made with the sewerage works in other
parts of the city. A small-pox hospital was more than half constructed, and the
Ollivant Bridge in Nesbit Lane finished at a cost of over 12 lgkhs of rupees,
The work of enlargiug one of the markets at an estimated cost of about 33 ldkhe
of rupees for the land alone was wndertaken during the year,
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Ag in the previous year, the rate of mortality was lowest among Europeans
and highest among Mahomedans and low-caste Hindus, and the crowded and
badly drained 2nd Nigpdda district was the most unhealthy section of the
whole city. The introduction of the new drainage system has not been followed
by increased mortality : on the contrary a reduction m the mortality was observ-
able in most of the sections in which main sewer hines had been recently laid
The Beehive incinerator for the disposal of garbage was tried with unsatisfactory
results,

The Fire Brigade establishment was severed from the Police and passed
over to the Municipality at the commencement of the year. 70 fires destroyed
property valued at about 10} likhs of rupees, including 2 mills. Besides con-
tributing £ of a ldkh to the support of 62 primary schools with a total of 6,457
scholars (boys and girls), the Municipality paid Rs 80,000 to meet the initial
outlay on the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, and smaller sums as annual
coutributions to the School for Deaf-Mutes and the Bombay Veterinary and
Technical Colleges.

The total number of district municipalities was 153 against 155 in 1886-87,
a decrease of 3 in Sind having been partially counterbalanced by an increase of 1
in the Southern Division. The total number of municipal commissioners was
2,195, of whom 892, or more than one-third, were elected. The total income ex-
clusive of balances amounted to 377 ldkhs of rupees, or 214 14khs more than in
the previous year. The increase occurred in Sind, and was due chiefly to a new
loan of 8 4khs having been raised by the Kardchi Municipalit, for expenditure
on works of public utility. The incidence of municipal tazation per head of
population was highest in the Central Division, viz. Re. 1-13-3, and lowest in the
comparately poor municipalities of the SouthernDivision, where it amounted on an
average to Re. 0-13-10. The realizations from octroi duties were everywhere
less owing to the elimination of objectionable items of taxation, the reduction
of the minimum limit of refunds, the spread- among tradesmen of a knowledge
of refund rules, qr depression of trade  The substitution of direct for indirect
taxation resulted in a dead-lock at Mehmadabad, which compelled Government
to supersede the Municipality under the provisions of Section 43 of the Bombay
District Municipal Act No. IT of 1884. The example had a good effect on other
municipalities. The expenditure amounted to 347 likhs of rupees, or 2 of a l4kh
more thad in 1886-87. The increase occurred in Sind, and was principally
due to a large experditure on works for the promotion of public health,
and”on education and public works, in the Karichi and Hyderabad districts
There were large closing balances to the credit of the Kardchi and Ahmed-
abad Municipalities, and of several municipalities in the Central and Southern
Divisions, which it was intended to spend on water-supply and other projects.
Much interest in their work was shown by the municipal commissioners in
Sind where the municipalities did their work satisfactorily In the Northern
Division a large number of commissioners failed to attend $rds of the total
number of municipal meetings, and 1t would appear that in Ahmedabad at
least business men were deterred from attending meetings by the waste of
time which occurred at them. In the Central Division the meetings of most of the
municipalities were well attended. In the Southern Division much interest was
ghown and good work done, as a rule, in the Belgaum, Bijipur and K4nara
districts, but personal jealousies and want of harmony were noticeable in the
municipalities of Hubli, Belgaum and Rdjdpur, wlile the municipal comuuis-
sioners of Ratnigiri exhibited a great want of 1nterest in mumecipal admimstra-
tion and it was always difficult to obtain a quorum of them at any mecting.
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The strength of the Bombay Army at the close of the year was 88,892 Military.
fighting men against 37,408 at the end of 1886-87,_ The cost of all branches
of the service amounted during the year to 2593 ldkhs of rupees, or 132 likhs
moroe than in the previous year, one of the chief causes of the increase being
the additional expense incurred on account of Bombay troops serving in
Burma. The new annual practice for Horse and Field Artillery, brigaded
together, took place at Kirkee in February 1888, and siege operations were
carried out at New Jhinsi (Kirkee) and Dhanowri in the previous month by
three batteries of Garrison Artillery and the Sappers and Miners with very
good results. Two small Camps of Exercise for British troops were held
during the year with great benefit to the regiments engaged in the operations :
one at Rupihels, in the Mhow Division, for cavalry manceuvres, and the other at
Nasirabad for tactical instruction, The Government of India’s scheme of Regi+
montal Institutes for British froops, which are to contain a refreshment and
recreation departinent in supérsession of canteens; was gradually introduced as
funds became availabie. Gymnastic instruction was systematically given at 11
stations, and the voluntary attendance at all the gymnasia was most satisfactory.
"Two classes of garrison instruction for officers were formed during the year with
satisfactory results, Gabion and fascine making were taught to 265 non-com-
missioued ofticors and men of British and Native regiments, and 6 classes of
British non-commssioned officers wers instructed in Held sketching and recon-
naissance A school of musketry was held at Devldli during the rains of 1887,
sud cany iy targets were, as an experimental measure, introduced into 2 regi.
ments. The 15th Annual Presidency Rifle Meeting was held at Poona in Qctober
1887, and His Royal Highuess the Comwander-in-Chief, who distributed the
prizos to the successful competitors, was pleased to express great satisfaction
with overything eornected with the meeting. Excellent progress was made with
the education of the troops. 78 per cent. of the British and 32 per cont. of the
Native non-commissioned officers and men possessed certificates of education,
The Vetermary Dopartment was undermauned, no new officers baving joined
during tha year to supply vacancies. Chrouic eczema, reported last year to be
provalent at every station, was gradually disappearing owing to improved stabla
management. Besides the mihitury works and fortifications noticed further on, -
a schiome for supplying the station of Mhow with water from the Gambier valley
was 1 course of execution at a large outlay, batteries were under construction
or reconstruction at Manora (Kardeln), and satisfactory progress was made with
the work of improving the defences of Aden. The monthly training elasses first
formed in 1835 for the purpose of diffusing a knowledge of transport regalations
throughout all ranks were maintained, as also was the school for training British
soldwers in telegraphy established at Poona in the same year. The 1st Bombay
Liancers and the 5th, 7th, 23rd, 25th and 27th Bombay Infantry were during the
yeur employed in Burma Look-hospitals were mwntained at 12 stations.
\luch topographical work was done during the year,

The work of the Bombay Shipping Office during 1887-88 was not as brisk Mapne
as m the precedmng year. There was a decrease m the number of scamen Boembay Ship
shipped aud discharged, both European and Native, owing to the dullness in P8 Office,
the ~lipping trade and the diversion to other ports of steamers consequent on
the low treights which prevailed m Bowbay.  An increase is, however, observa-
BLle m the number of Native scamen who took service under foreign flags, owing
to the employment—with complete satisfaction to the masters and owners—of
entitely Native erows on some of the Rubbatino steamers
1n the magmtude of its operations the Bombay Port Trust closely vies with Bombay Por-
Lo Bomby Mumegpality,  During 1887-88 its ordinary revenue was a litile Iroct
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over 40 likhs of rupees or over 2 of a likh more thau the estimate and about %
of a likh more than the revenue of tlic previous year, notwithstanding that re-
ductions in the dock, bunder (wharf) and other rates were made during the year so
as to relieve the trade to the estimated extent of nemly 3 lakla  This favourable
result was due partly to an increase in the rents levied by the Trustecs on some of
thewr yards and godowns and partly to a variety of other causes. The ordinary
expenditure, inclusive of the sum of 1 lakh which the Trustees are bound to set
aside every year towards reductior of capital debt or construction of new works,
was 864 ldkhs, or nearly 3 ldkhs less than the estimatc and aloat 4% of a
lékh more than the cxpenditure of 1886-87. The resuit was that there was
a surplus revenue of nearly 31 likhs which the Trustees propose to add to
thew accumulated balances amounting to rearly 6 likhs vl the view of
ulumately applymg the former amounrtoward,, tie  istruction near the Prince’s
Dockof raving I'eck . shimated ta cost 12 Lik . Taluus inbo . o sideration
a porti~a only of fhe ¢dimwy ncome and evpcodiaure- that which relates
to the most 1-.portunv ol the properties vesc d m L " wuet o, . the Prinee’s
Doclk—the resuit 15 1070 35 satisfactory o 1o’ b tanding a -emous falling
off 1n the percentage o1 tus vessels am. {onnage or* vivg the hatbomr hich came
into the Dock, the et reveruc cerived from the Dok vws sutf-ent "o vield an
interest at the ra‘c of 48 per cent n the amount To- Bb} akbs -expended

upon it.  The eapital expenditure o7 *ho Trast a0 d 7 or x the yewr under
report, to a Iittle more than 32 Wikhaw' 11 vees, F lech 205 a0 e horiowed from

Government, Neaily 302 Jakhs werc ~1 2t on the Vietodu ik, wueb was
opened by Lady Reay shortly beforet' 2« v ol the year. ') w the ¢ of the
year the expend-ture on the Docs, 1u uding Sydrantic machv vy, dren zes, &,
amounted to 72 likhs., Among the mp ~nt Lorbs coumenccd dunng the
year were the filhing up of the shallow and ruc sy-bottomed * pollo Basin, useless
for traffic, whick wlen reclaimed will afford scme of the fivest building sites
Bombay ; the construction of warchouses on the Kiphinstone Estate m rear of
the Vietoria Dock for the convenience of the trade, and the ercetion of »Hces
for the Dock and Bandar Traffic Establislments.  An unportant concession was,
under certan restristions, granted by the Trustees durmg tle year to Mr Bowack
to construct ome o= mote graving docks m the harbour oft Butcher’s Tsland.

The Karichi Port Trost came into-existerce with the begmming of the
year 1887-88, aud supplauted the former Harbenr Board  Lie vots] receipts
credited to vhe curvent rcvenmue account amounicd to 4% lakhs of rvpees, ov
1% 14khs loss than in the provious year, owing to & marked deprersion of trade
especially m the exports of wheat and other grams. The correspouding expend-
iture amounted to 2. likhs, s¢ that notwithstanding the depresswon of trade
there was a reveoue surplus of 175 likhs the greater portion of which was
expended partly on capital works and partly i the ligmdation of debentures.
Mainly with the assistance of loans and grants received from Governmeat, consi-
dorable progress was made m dredgmng operations and m the excention of several
other large works on capital account. The first division o the Erskme Whart
to accommodate two ships and the Napier Mole Boat Wharf were opened to
traffic.

The number of vessels of all descriptions which wsited Adeu dumg the
year shows only a shight increass, while the number of those which visited
Perim mereased considerably, as the latter stallon appears to be commng into
greater resort as a coaling station.

The Department of Land Records and Agriculture continued 1its work on

the lines indicated 1n the last report. A Statistical Atlas of facts relating to
agriculture, for use in famine administration, was prepared as required by the
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Fammne Code. Contrary to the experience of the preceding year, the cultivation
of exotic cotton at the Bhadgaon Farm yielded better results than that of the
mdigenous variety. It is questionable whether the utter unswitabihity of the
exotic variety to Khdndesh is as clearly estabhshed as was at first believed.  The
Louis Weedon or alternate fallow system of cultivating wheat yielded far better
results at the Farm than either the continuouns or rotation systems, The popu-
Tar belief that machine-thrashed grain loses its germimmanng powers was demon-
strated at the Farm to be utlerly unfounded, by means ol cxcellent crops grown
from machme-thrashed seed. Several useinl agricultural experiments were
made at the Hyderabad Farm in Sind, and at the Nadiid Farm, which latter 1s
a private institution. The Farm at Poona attached to the College of Science
was transferred to the Agricultural Department The experitacnts hitherto
made with foreign wheats render it qu-stionable whether the attempts to grow
them serve any useful purpose, us the Indian var-eties supply ample material
for improvement. An agitation regarding the r~.caction and adulteration of
wheat was carried on with some success, the Pombay and Liverpool Chambers
of Commerce having adopted resolutions wl.eh 15 act as some encouragement
to the cleaning ot wheat for export. The rosolutions, however. apply to soft
white wheats, whle the Bowbay whesus exporied are prmcipally red. The im-
ports of the Mouthern Maratha Country wheat into Bembay, both direct by rail
and by sea »id Mormugfio, agaip mercasid, owimg to the development of the rail-
way systera m that part of the Promidency.  The wheat supplied to  he United
Kingdom trom India was ouly 11°3 per oont. of the totalsupnly ¢ all countries
against 17°6 por cent in the preceding yone. The crop +f exo r cotton in the
Southeru Mardtha Country everywhere suffored from Wig"6 or vxcess of rain,
but the growth from the newly imported seed referred to n v~ last report, suffer-
ed less than that from the oldsead  The yield of the Wi tudan vareties of
tobucco cultivated by the IIon’bie Br. Bechardds Vehdridds at Nadidd was s0
inferior that he has been obliged to cartail very mnch the arvea undor cultivation.
Arrowroot culhivation succeeded at Bhadgaon and Ddapoh, but not at Poona.
Gratifying success attended certaiu experiments with the Mamlla tamarmd.
Rinderpest and foot-and-mouth diseasc among cattle were cspecially reported
from Sholdpur, Poona and Bombay, but cattle-dissase was more or less pre-
valent in cleven other districts of the Presidoncy.

The snm advanced to cultivators for the purchasc of seed and cattle and for
the permanent improvement of their holdings amounted to #ths of a 14kh of rupees
against J5ths of a likh in 1886-87. Out of tlis sum Rs 4,970 woere advanced
to Bhil cultivators withont any interest, and {.r the rest wnterest was charged
ab the rate of 1 anna in tho rpee, or 63 per cent. per .nnum  Tn Sind every
district, and in the Presidency proper the districts of Khdndesh, Sholipur and
Belgaum, continued to take extensive advantage of the losns offered by Govern-
ment, but in no district was advantage taken to the same extent as 1 Bolgaum,
where specis] pams were takon to popularise the system under wlich they are
granted. Nearly half the sum lent during the year was advanced in Belgaum
alone.

A regnlar census of agriculbural stock is taken in the Presidoncy proper,
but not m Smd. The enumeration 1s, however, but seldom tested, and the fig ures
even as regards the Presidency proper can only be viewed as approximations.
It would appear that owing to scantiness of ramfall and scarcity of fodder the
number of cattle declined during 1887-88 in the Thar and Pdrkar district of
Sind. In the Presidency proper the number of cattle increased everywhere
except in Broach, where the year was oue of agricultuial depression ; the Panch
Malhdls, where want of fodder was complained of; and Surat, Thdna and
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Ratndgiri, where cattle-disease prevailed. In sheep and goats a decrense was
noticeable in 11 out of the 18 districts, »iz. Ahmedabad, the Panch Maldls,
Kaira, Surat, Kbindesh, Ndsik, Ahmednagar, "Bijipur, Belgaum, Kinara and
Koliba. Carts increased everywhere in the Presidency proper with the single
exception of Broach; in Sitdra and Dhirwar the increase was ascribed to the
opening of the Southern Mardtha Railway. Horses and ponies form but a
small portion of the agricultural wealth of the country, and the fluctuations in
their numbers scarcely call for remark. On the whole there 1s sufficient evideuce
to show that the agricultural stock of the Presidency proper increased satisfac-
torily during the year, thus testifying to increase of agricultural prosperity.

The results of horse and mule-breeding operations in 1887-88 were more
satisfactory than in the previous year. The number of 1nares covered was greater,
and the percentage of produce foaled to mares covered was also greater. Horse-
breeding continued to develop in the Dekkhan, Sind and Cutch, and remained
steady in Gujardt and Beluclustdn, but there was very hittle work for the Gov-
ernment stallions in Kdthidwir, where the Chiefs showed an inclination to
maintain their own stallions. The total expenditure on the Iorse and Mule-
breeding Department of the Presidenoy «wmounted to ¢ of a likh of rupees.

Horse, cattle and agricultural shows were more nuwmerous (14 agamst 8,
including the Bhyj Show) and sucessful in 1887-88 thun in the preceding year.
Shows were for the first time held at vhe recommendatiou of the General Superin-
tendent, Horse-breeding Operations, at Jacobabad in Sind, and at Dhréngadra,
‘Wadhwén, Vdukdner, Songad and Jundgadin Kdthidwdr all of them, with the
exception perhaps of the one at Junigad for which there is no inforwatios, were
very successful, The show at Shikarpur was fairly successful, notwith standing
the attractions of the show at Jacobabad, only 25 miles distant, held for the first
time within 3 weeks after the Shikdrpur Show., The mares exhibited at Shikdir-
}')ur were especially reported as * first-rate and it for breeding & very superior
class of animals,” The show at Hyderalad was a failure, not even one class
being well represented. The Bhij Show was not half as successful as in the pre-
vious yeur, when His Excellency the Governor’s wisit to the town had attracted
many Jéghirddr exhibitors to thecity. The Rijkot Show was a marked success.
The Ahmedabad Show, too, was on the whole successful, although the contingents
of horses from the neighbouring Native States, which used in former years to swell
the exhibits, were during the year under report almost uurepresented owing to
the large number of shows held in Kathidwar, It is to be 1egretted that 1t was
pot found convenient to purchase any of the superior ammals exhibited at the
show for remount purposes, The show at Ahmednagar was attended with more
than usual success, but 1t afforded evidence of a decrease in the stock of ponies.
The Poona Show was almost as successful as that of the previous year: two
new classes were opeuned for the first time for ponies and pary mares snitdble for
transport purposes, in which prizes were given by the hberality of Ihs Excelleney
the Governor. IHis Excellency also gave a prizs at the Kolhdpur and Southern
Maritha Country Show held at Chinchli m February 1888, and himsolf (st Jbuated
the prizés to the successful exhibitors. The iuterest which ITis Excellency took
in the show aoted as a direct incentive to the Chiefs and notabilities of Ko'hipur,
and contmbuted to make it very successful. A very useful feature of the show
was the distribution among the eshibitors of vernacular translations of useful
treatises on cattle-diseases, horse-shoeing and other subjects.

There were 23 observatories under the control of the Moteorolovical
Reporter for Western India agaiunst 22 ju the previous year, the Obscrmrolons
at Zanzibar having been resumed after alapse of nearly threo ears 4 of
these observatories belonged to the 2nd class, but they were reduced to the 314
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class—the samo status as the rest—at the end of March 1888. The storm-warn-
ing service was carried on as in previous years. An interesting paper was
written and lecture delivered by the Reporter on the storms in the Arabian Sea,
and improved practical rules were laid down for avoiding cyclones in that
region. The Colfba Observatory under the supervision of its Director,
Mr. Charles Chambers, F R.S., continued to do work useful alike to the public
in general and the scientist in particular. The “ Bombay Magnetical and Meteor-
ological Observations, 1886, with six appendices” “were published during the
year The appendices contained learned dissertations on terrestrial magnetism
and the instruments for measuring its foree.

The inundation of the Indus, on which the cultivation in Sind mainly depends, Season.
was not so favourable as in the preceding year, The floods were late in arrival
and insufficient in duration. The rainfall in the province was above the average
in Bhikdrpur, and below it in the Upper Sind Frontier, Hyderabad, Kardohi,
and Thav and Parkar districts. 1t was seasonable in the first two districts : in
the other districts it resulted in a contraction of cultivation, In the five Gujarit
districts of the Northern Division the fall wa§ below the average except in
Kaira. Tn Broach the fall was so small and” unseasonable that it led to a gen-
eral agricultural depression. In the six distriets of the Central Division (the
Dekkhan) the rainfall was above the average, except in Ahmednagar and Ndsik :
mn Khdndesh it was very heavy. In Nisik and Sholdpur the fall was very ap-
preciably unseasonable, and in Ahmednagar very unequally distributed over the
district. The above-Ghdt districts of the Southern Division exhibited a fall
below the average in Bijdpur, nearly equal to it in Belgaum, and above it in
Dhdrwir. Tu the first two districts it was very unseasonable. In the Konkan
districts of the Southern and Northern Divisions (K4nara, Ratndgiri, Koliba and
Thina) the rainfall was generally above the average and more or less seasonable,

In Shikirpur the early crops were saved by exceptionally large falls of Crops.
dew and the late crops by a seasonable fall of rain. In Hyderabad the con-
traction of cultivation referred to above was to some extent compensated for by
an unusually large yield of cotton and rice. In Karichi the early erops depend-
ent on ramfall were genere'ly a failure, but the late crops were saved by a
timely fall of ram. In the Thar and Psrkar district the season was prosperous
and cultivation extended in the Nira valley, which is irrigated by the Nira
canal system. The desert parts of the district which are dependent on rainfall
for their cultivation suffered from the deficiency of the fall. In Gujardt the
erops were on the whole mforior in Broach, Ahmedabad, Kaira and Surat, and
very favourable in the Panch Mahdls. In Broach thers would have been great
diflioulty 10 realizing the revenus, but for a fair crop of wheat. In the Dekkhan,
the yield of the crops was on the whole more or less favourable. A fine harvest
of wheat, gram and hinseed was reaped in Khindesh, In the above-Ghdt dis-
tnets of the Southern Division the harvest was not so favourable as in the
Dekkhan,  Blight appeared in Bijipur and Belgaum, In the Konkan the yield
of the crops was more or less good everywhere.

With the facihities for trade now enjoyed by every province of the Presidency Prices of food-
the local prices of food-grains and pulses often depend at least as much, if not grawsand pulws
mote, upon the demand for export or upon the ability of neighbouring tracts to
neot loval deficiencies as upon the quality of the local harvest or the quantity of
the stochs of preceding years left undisposed of. In the Upper Sind Frontier
distniet the prices fell during 1887-88 as compared with the previous year: the
deond {or jowdri for export was smaller than before.  In Shikdrpur, too, the
¢ ees weve lower, except 1 the case of rice, owing to a demand for export
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combined with the inadequacy of the inundation. In Hyderabad and Kardchi
prices were stalionary, except that dil (pulse) was slightly dearer in the former,
and wheat and rice slightly cheaper m the latter, owing to the influence alike
of the season and trade. 1n the Thar and Pdrkar district the prices rose for a
similar reason. In Gujarst, bijri and jowdri were generally dearer : otherwise the
prices showed a tendency to fall. In the Dekkhan, bijriand jowéri were cheaper
in Sdtdra; but in Kbdndesh, Ndsik, Ahmednagar, Poona and Sholipur these
grains weve, as a rule, dearer than in the preceding year, owing more perhaps, in
the case of jowdri at least, to the influence of trade than any other reason. It
was observed in Ahmednagar that the exports of jowdri had increased owing to the
growth of a practice among Bhdtia and other merchants of Bombay and Poona to
visit the district and purchase grain direct from the rayats. The prices of wheat,
rice and d4] were stationary 1n Ndsik and lower everywhere else in the Dekkhan
districts, except that wheat was dearer in Sholdpur, rice dearer in Sitira and
stationary in price in Sholipur, and dél dearer in Khéndesh and Sitira In the
above-Ghb4t districts of the Southern Division the prices generally rose, except
that in Bijipur rice and d4l and in Dhérwdr ddl and jowdri were cheaper. The
influence of the Southern Mardtha Railway 1o enhancing the price of wheat and
in lowering that of grains required for local consumption by the increased
facilities which it afforded for export and import was felt in these districts. In
the Konkan, rice, the chief grain grown, was generally cheaper.

- Wages during 1887-88 were more or less stationary. The influx of cheap
Panjébi workmen lowered the price of skilled labour in the Upper Sind Frontier
district, but on the whole wages continued to be higher in Sind than in the
Presidency proper. Increased demand for labour, chiefly in connection with
railways, raised the price of unskilled labour in Kardchi, of skilled labour in
Sitdra and Dharwar, and of both kinds of labour in Belgaum. On the other
hand, the cessation of abnormal activity in the building tradein the city of Surat
reduced the price of unskilled labour there to its normal level, the comple-
tion of Government bwmldings in Ahmednagar led to a fall in the price of both
skilled and unskilled labour 1n that district, and the diminution of tlie demand by
the Southern Mardtha Railway Company for unskilled labour and the increase
in its supply from other districts resulted in o diminution of its price in
Dhdrwir. The Tdnsa water-works did not afford much employment to local la-
bourers, who were found not to be steady enough, belonging as they presumably
did to such wild tribes as the Thdkurs and Kdtkaris. The advent of the railway
raised the rates of hire of carts and pack bullocks in Sitdra, and of carts in
Dhdrwir; but 1t had the contrary effect in Belgaum, where the through cart
trafic was diverted to the railway. The rate of hire for pack bullocks in
Belgaum remained the same notwithstanding that they too were toa considerable
extent supplanted by the railway, owing probably to sufficient employment
having been found for them in other directions. In Bijdpur and Ratndgiri, carg
hire was lower than in the preceding year, presumably because of increased
facilities for steam communication by rail or water.

The area under forest at the close of 1887-5¢ was 8,195 square miles in the
ﬁorthern, 5,228} in the Southern, and 894} in the Sind Curele, giving a total of
14,318 square miles as compared with 14,2463 at the end of the previous year.
The increase wounld have been more apparent had it not been for the correction of
an error in the area of the Northern Circle which was found on accurate measure.
ment to be 221} square mules less in extent than it had been supposed to be
Allowing for this correction 1t will be seen that t'he area was incr.oased Ly 203
square miles during the year under report. Inquiries into private rights were in
progress with a view to the addition of 583} square miles more to the forests of
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the Northern Circle. The work of making such inquiries, or as it is technically
called forest settlement work, had up to the end of the year been completed in the
Northern Circle in 62 out of 86 forest t4lukds, was in progress in 13 more, and
had not been commenced in 11; in the Soutkern Circle it had been finished in 5
out of the 6 forest Divisions—in 3 during the year and in 2 in the year previous,
and in the sixth it was in progress during the year; in the Sind Cirele it was
completed during the year except in one téluka where it will be carried qut at the
time of the revenue survey and settlement. The Working Plans Officein the
Northern Circle was chiefly engaged in forming compartments for timber opera-
tions in the forests of North Thina. Topographical surveys of the forests of the
Northern and Southern Circles were in progress. The survey of a projected line
of railway from Négargali on the Southern Maréitha Railway to Potoli, a distance
of 21 miles, was undertaken with a view to open up an important portion
of the Kénara teak forests. 1,059 cases of foress offences were prosecuted and
convictions obtained in 691 of them: the great majority of the cases having
occurred as usual in the Northern Circle. 7,241 petty forest offences were'com-
pounded under Section 67 of the Forest Act. 162,209 animals, against 138,838
in the previous year and 115,356 in 1885-86, were impounded in the Northern
Circle for trespassing in the forest plantations and closed forests. Nearly &
sixth part of the forest area of the Northern Circle was traversed by fire: in the
Southern Circle forest fires were as prevalent as ever; but in the Sind Circle
they were few and unimportant. The Conservator, Southern Circle, attributes the
fires to the inhabitants of forest villages, and considers that an enhancement of
the grazing fee payable by them during the season following a fire in their villages
might deter incendiarism. Broad-cast sowing in the Northern and plantations
in both the Northern and Southern Circles were made on an extensive scals as
in former years, with fair results. The value of the fimber granted free of
charge to agriculturists and others, chiefly in the Southerr Circle, amounted
to Rs. 26,9541 against Rs, 27,135 in the previousyear. The yield of the forests
and the financial results of the operations carried on in them werd on the whole
satisfactory. The receipts amounted to nearly the same amount a8 in the previous
year, 30} likhs of rupees; the expenditure was 19} ldkhs against 19 ldkhs
in 1886-87 ; and the surplus 11 likhs against 11} in that year. , The grazing fees
in the Northern Circle have during the last five years steadily increased from
about 2 to 2} likhs, The demand for fuel on the Southern Mardtha Railway
has more than doubled in Belgaum. The conditions of the annual sales of
timber at Kodibdg were found to be too stringent, and the time fixed for shem,
the middle of March, inconvenient for the purchasers; and owing partly to
these causes and partly to a combination among traders the sales failed in the
yoar under report. The demands of the Southern Mardtha Railway Company
on the Kdnara Saw Mills having diminished in consequence of the Company
having sct up its own saw machinery, the surplus receipts of the Mills decreased
to one-third of the amount for 1886-87, and it is a question whether the
mlls can any longer be worked at a profit.

The total number of factories to which Act XV of 1881 applied at the
beginmng of 1887-83 was 112 against 110 at the commencement of the previous
year, The duties of Tnspector under the Act were in Bombay entrusted towards
the commencement of the year to the Assistant Collector of Bombay, the Dis.
trict Magistrates being instructed to perform the functions of an Inspector in
the Mofussil.  The only mill in Bombay which continued avowedly to employ
cluldven was the Anglo-Indian.

The new Steam Boler Inspection Act (Bombay Act No. ITI of 1887) came
wto operation from the 31st October 1887, and from that date the inspection
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of engines was discontainued. The expenditure of the Steam Boiler Inspection
Department in 1887-88 again cxceeded the receipts.

The number of cotton mills in the eity of Bombay and its suburbs worked
by steam power mmcreased during 1887 from 30 te 55, while that of Mofussil
mills remained stationary at 20. The number of suindles increased by 80,423,
and there was a still larger increase in the production, but there was no con-
gestion of stocks, asy the markets m China and ‘span continued to absorh
increagmg quantities of Bombay-made varng. Compefition among maritime
compantes served to keep down froyghits to Clunt at reasonable rates.  Sufficent
information was elicited by the estab’-h aent of the agency at Aden, referred to
in the last report, to show that a coo wderable tradc vould be earried on with
ports on the Red Sen and the Som?  loast by a v ll-equipped private firm of
sufficient capacity and sweans  hat's snelal posthion vt - Rombay Mill-Owers’
Association continued tu rupaov

Of other industries, those of w:rvimiltare, salt-mznufarture and distillation
of liguor have becn dealt with o frowdefally referred te 1 other parts of this
summary. There & bar httle o rosord abvw oy o'ler industries, The
mtroduction of bonc-ernshing wwonnory 15 a;ccted to augment the largely
expanding expert trade v, bouos wned on ¢ b audohi The Heay Paper Mill
at Mnudhwa near Poona was »pened during che y.ar Uy His Heeellency the
Governor after whora 1t bas been named. Tt afforded employment +o a large
number of persons,and produced over 146 tons of paper volued at move than hall
a likh of rupecs. On che other hand, vhe Tubau Paper MUl at Khaddkvisla,
driven by the water-supply of Lake T fe in the viemby of Poona, ccased to
work. Cotton gins and presses have continued to mcrease m Khindesh fo
guch an extent thay 1t is doubttul whether there will be sufficient employment
for them all. A votton press was established darmg the year at Bégalkot m the
Bijapur dstrict  The Gokdk Water Power and Manufactarn 3 Company’s Mill
at the Gokdk F. 18 conumenced worhmg m October 1897 The glass and soap
manufactures oi Kawa saficred from competition wth superor articles of
European manuf ~ture  Uhe well known Ahmednagar s lver-ware industry was
confined to 8 o 9 artwans ouly, The haud-leam wesving iudustry in tue
Abmedagar distoier has of Tats vaue diminished greatly; ¢ »d the ¢ Nagar
Carpets” kuow for the supemonty of their desizoe a.d gener<d cxueleice are
no longer procurable,  The ot .ac. 02y at Bdrsy, which was bewg sonstructed 16

. the previous year, o« veported v nave ““ stopped work ”

Frrade : The venr was 1w o1 yeeatrr erwmerasl activiey 1 Bombay thau 1386-87.
%Bombay The entire private trude o) the port, forvign and coa~ting, was valued at 90,1044
¥ ldkhs of rupees, or 64 ., luklis-—7 (7 per oo £, —more than in the previous year

4572 lakls of the wmcrease ~rewrred 10 vhe foveign and the vemaimng 191%
tikhs in the coasting trade, whick is snbsdiary to the foreign. The foreign
trade was valued at 7,2905% lukls, and almost the whole of the increage in b
occurred 1 the imports. Increased acuvity in railway :~d mill construction,
the opening of greater lengths of railway, the progress of the Tdnsa water works,
the abundance of the silk production in China and the clove erop in Zanzibar
led to mereased imports of railway plant and rolling stock, machinery and rmill-
work, won and coal from the United Kmgdom, of raw silk and silk pmece-goods
from China and of spiccs from Zanzibar, and much more than compensated for
the lavge decrease 1n the value of the imports of cotton picce-goods from the
Urnated Kingdom which followed upon the glutting of the market in the previous
year. The small increase m tho foreign export trade was the result of great
fluctuations, and was ascribable to the re-cxport of foraign merchandise, chiefly
piece=goods and clove:  As rogards Indian produce, the mereascd exports of
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raw and manufactured cotton failed to counterbalance the diminished exports
of opium, grain and pulse consequent upon a short erop of wheafi. The ex-
ports to two of the countr.es to which raw and manafactured cotton were chiefly
shipped—the United Kinglrm and Japan—exhibitcd a large increase : those to
Ttaly, to which wheat was one of the articles prmeipeily supplied, alarge decrease:
and m those to China the increased exports of manufactured cotton did not half
suffice to compensate for the dimmished shipment: of opmr~.  The movements
of private treasure to and from foreign countrics showed an increase of 269}
ldkhs 1n the imports and 117 lakhbs in the cxports, awl the imorls exceeded the
exports by 1,1u3% l§kls

The prnate trade of Eardcehi, which had decroased by 100 likhs in the
previous year, aguin declined cuwiwg the yeer under report, vs the extent of
333 likhs. The drorcase ocenrred in the foreign import and export and in
the coasting iwport trades oo the «xte1. 3f 19- 30 and 257 ldkhs respectively :
In the coasting cxport trade there wrs an ncrease to the oxtent of 41} ldkhs,
The chief i cumstance whien intlaenced the foreign trade was the indiiferent
wheat harvest in fiud and The Panjdb, which Ted to a dimnished demand
from abroad tor votton pieve-gnods. aad reduced the exports of wheat.  Atmnong
the eausee whieh to a con~.devable extent connteractc ¥ ihisinfluence rav be men-
tioned rn mereasc 1 she mpoests of sugar froa the Maurisine  ne to a steady
deman. for that article {row tie Panyib; ineves~ . topneons ool consequent
upon the fucihitics enjoyed by Kardebi for 2 & 0 1, we with lturope ; and larger
exports of til or groge!'y see'l wseribalble lo good erops and luvorrable prices.
The v alue of the trude with the Vaited Kingdoa, which repreacots more than a
third of trne value {8%07 Wdkhs durng the yeor nuder reporty f tuc entire trade
of the port of Kardel. {ell Ly 362 11 ud the tiade wih Belgium also
decreased largely. Lo trade with France wes stabionars . wml thal with the
Maurntiun inercased

Tho private veade of Aden rove by 47 ks m thndono, by 202 1ikhs in
1886-87, and by 422 ldhhs wn the year tider report, when it was valued at
517 likhs  The merease oceuricd by il the three ¢astes wito wlich the trade
ig divided—Foreign, Inlian and Tnland—but the vemeipal advance was in the
Tndan trade, espectally than with the Bondbay Presidon 5 /v tae whole takmg
imports and experts together, thu trade with the idash Caast ol Afriea, the
United Kingdow, France and Abyssinia insreased consulerably, while thas with
Arabia and the 1n ted States of Amerea decreused  The mmort and export
tradc mn coffee dimirished, while that in voblon pece-goads, gums o, | resiug,
and hides and skine nereased. Cnal woe 1mporfed more larqely s awe the num-
ber of steamers wh Jh entered and cleared the port -nereused

During the year au ~+shaustive cnquiry was made into the | ‘et of the cost,
of the establishmeonts eaployed in the [+bhe Works Deparment o hotb vrauches
(Public Works and Irrigatron). Proposals were made ard cairied partially mto
effect with a view to economy of expenditure under this head  {n cortam of the
distriets in Gujardt and the Dekkhan, where hitherto separate cstablishments had
been maintained tor irrmgation and public works duties respectively, the establish-
ments were amalgamated and placed under one officer.  The scale of upper subor-
dinate establishment was revised, and large reductions were effected in temporary
establishments of all classes. These measuves when fully carried into cffect are
likely to produce a large saving inannual expenditure and liabiity for pensions.
Thewr partial introduction dates from October 1887, and was thus in force for less
than six months of the year. The outlay on establishments under all heads was
194 Yikhs as compared with 207 14khs m the previous year, showing a saving of
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1} ldkhs. Other branches of the administration in this department werc
scrutinized : admission to the subordinate accounts establishment was placed on &

. more regular and satisfactory footing, and an important change in the system

of audit of public works accounts was introduced experimentally, the ohject being
to secure greater efficiency and promptitude and to dispense, as far as possible,
with correspoudence.

It was decided during the year to stop further alicnations of the valuable
building sites belonging to Government in the 1sland of Bombay. Hitherto
these sites have been usually sold on 999 years’ leases, or practically in fee simple,
but it is considered that the conditions now prevailing are such as justify the
expectation that purchasers will be found for sites on lease for a term of years
without material modification of the building counditions. The intention of the
Government is, of course, unchanged in respect of those building econditions
necessary to preserve the beauty of the naw town.

the previous year, for the parpose of drawing#ip » somprehensive scheme deal-
ing systematically with the future extension of the city of Bombay in the
interest both of the health and comfort of 1t« resident population and of its
increasing industries in mills and factories. The Committee collected a large
amount of evidence on points connected with the enquiry, and in October 1857
submitted an able and most tevesting report. Their recommendations are
still engaging the attention of Government.

An influential and representative Comﬂu;‘tpa “was appointed, at the close of

The expenditure of the Pubhc Works Department on civil works was
nearly 54 Jakhs in 1887-88 against 613 iu the previous year. 2§ l4khs were
spent from Imperial Funds on buildings, of which the most important was the
extension of the Central Telegraph Office at Bombay completed during the year
at a total cost of mearly 1} likhs. 20} likhs were spent on buildings from
Provincial and Local. Funds and contributions. Among the more important
works in progress wese the construction of the State and Alienation Record
Office at Poona and the erection of the Police Magistrates’ Courts and the Wilson
Collegein Bombay. Thenew building originailyintended for the Government Central
Press was almosc completed,: nd willin future be known as the Elphinstone College
and General Record-room—the old Elphinstone College premises haviag been
handed over to the Victoria Jubilee Technical Iustitute, and the buildinz known
as the Hydrauhe Press, which was made ov: r to Government !y the munificence
of Sir Dinshal Minekji Petat, Kt., in exchange for the old Elphinstone College,
having been utilized for the purposes of the Central Press.  Various other buildings
for administi ative, judicial, jau, police, educational and medical purposes were 1
progress, completed or repaired. 273 1akhs were spent on communications, chiefly
roads and bridges. The construction of the system of railway feeder roads, to con-
nect important local centros with the Railway, was continued in the Belgaum,
Dhérwér, Bijipur and Sdtira districts, through which the Southern Mardtha
Railway passes. A railway feeder road was slso 1n progress and another comple-
ted in the Ahmednagar district through which the Dhcnd and Manm4d Railway
passes. Other important roads were in progress or completed 1t the Nisik, Thina,
Ahmedabad, Kaira, and Panch Mahdls districts, Numerous minor roads were
constructed or in course of construction, and road repairs were under execution,
as usual. The bridge over the Indriyani at Indori mn the Poona district,
s large and important work, was completed at a cost of over § of alikh.
Another on the Dhddhar, on the road from Broach to Jambusar, which 1s
estimated to cost 1} likhs, was commenced. Nearly 3 ldkhs wecre spenton
miscellaneous public improvements. The Junnar and Talegaon water-supply
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works were completed during the year, and their charge made over to the
municipalities cancerned. Sfrveys were made or in progress for water-supply
projects for the towns of Dhulia, Birsi, Panvel and Dhirw4r, and plans and
estimates were prepared as regards those for Yeola, Yamkanmardi and Nipsni.
A survey was also in progress for extending the Kas water to the station and
Sadar Bazir of Sitira. The offer of the Southern Maritha Railway Com-
pany to contribute 2} l4khs towards the construction of the proposed Hubli
water-supply works was still under the consideration of the local municipality.
The work of olearing and levelling the ground in the Arkillaand elsewhere in the
town of Bijépur was continued.

Some of the military works in progress during 1887-88 have been mentioned
before. The expenditure incurred by the Public Works Department on military
works, including contributions, amounted to more than 9} 14khs of rupees. Fair
progress was made with the barracks for European troops at Coléba, Bombay, on
which a little over a ldkh was spent. The Station Hospital at Ahmedabad
mentioned in the last report was completed. Progress was made with a fortified
post at the south-east corner of the Cantonment of Ahmedabad. The approaches
to the hill fort at Saitira were improved, and the oonstruotion of several
military buildings in it ‘commenced. A great many other works, more or less
important, for the accommodation of troops and other collateral purposes were
executed. A special Superintending Engineer was placed in charge of the
defence works of Western India, under the immediate supervision of the Inspec-
tor General of Military Works, The entire expenditure on special Defences
amounted to 15} 1dkhs of rupees, of which 4 l4khs were recovered from the Home
Government for a moiety of expenditure on the Aden Defences in 1886-87 and
1887-88. The expenditure at Aden was 4% likhs, at Bombay 1§ likhs and at
Kardchi 34 14khs, and the works made rapid progress, more especially those at
Kardchi.

The outlay inocurred on irrigation works throughout the Presidency
amounted to 26} likhs of rupees, of which 73 ldkhs were spent on capital account.
The principal works in progress were, as in the previous year, the Desert Canal,
Unharwah and Begdri Canalin the Frontier districts of Upper Sind, the Eastern
Néra works in the Thar and P4rkar districts of Lower Sind, and the Nira Canal
and Mhasvad Tank in the Dekkhan, The Nira Canal, the expenditure on which
is charged to the head Famine Relief and Insurance, made considerable pro-
gress: the large masonry dam at Bhatghar, forming the storage reservoir,
was raised sufficiently to store 31 feet of water: the canal was practically
cowpleted as far as the 72nd mile, up to which the water has passed, and 63 miles
of it were in operation during the greater part of the year. To any one acquainted
with the Nira Valley the inorease of prosperity is most evident : stone houses
with tiled roofs are taking the place of wattle and daub sheds, excellent water
is available for man and beast where all was formerly dry and barren, and grass
good for grazing has sprung up along the sides of water-courses formerly dry. The
development of this fertile country is, however, hampered by the absence of roads.

The avea irrigated by the new works in the Dekkhan and Gujarit, for which
capital accounts are kept, was46,187 acres, or 3,549 acres (8 percent.) more than in
the previous year. The assessed revenue on works of this class shows an increase
of 15 per cent. Taking all the works in the Dekkhan and Gujardt on the Publie
Works list together, the avea irrigated was 190,113 acres yielding a total. irri-
ation revenue of Rs. 8,66,898. The working expenses were Rs. 4,22,474 and
;\et revenue Rs. 4,44,424. There was an increase in area irrigated of 5,629
acres and in total revenue of Rs. 15,689, while the working expenses show a

Irrigation.
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decrease of Rs. 64,544 and the net revenue an increase of Rs 80,233. Therevi-
sion of establishments already referrcd to had an mmportant effect on the finances
of these works, which were thereby reheved of charges aggregating Rs. 79,284,
—the total, as compared with the previous ycar, being reduced from Rs. 3,52,765
to Rs. 2,738,481, or by 22 per cent.

In Sind the inundation of the Indus was not so favourable as in the pre-
vious year. A higher maximum beight was reached, but the average height
was much less, and the duration was shorter. Besides the capital account
works already referred to, considerable expenditure was incarred on river
embankments to protect the country from floods leaving the Indus. The works
throughout Sind were maintained in repair, and the question of the grant for
&anal clearances, on which the revenue (subject to fluctuation in the level of
the mundation) so much depends, was placed on a satisfactory footing.

The length of the various lines of railway under the control of the Gov-
ernment of Bombay open during the year 1887-88 was 4,963 miles or 288 miles
more than in the previous year. This was due to the opening of the Koregron—
Miraj, Miraj--Belgaum, Deuli--Castle-Rock and Castle-Rock—-Portuguese
Frontier sections (168 miles) of the Southern Mardtka Railway, and the trans-
fer to that railway of the Bellary-Guuntakul section (30 miles) from the Mad-
rag Railway and the Guntakul-Naudydl section (90 miles) of the Bellary-Kistna
Railway. The remainder of the Bellary-Kistna hine, from Nandysl to Bezvida,
188 muiles, was also transferred to the Southern Maritha Railway, and was
under construction. The official ceremony of counecting the Southern Mardtha
and the West of India Portuguese Guaranteed Railways wus, as already stated,
performed by their Excellencies the Governor of Bombay and the Gowernor
General of Portuguese India on the 31st January 1888, and the Southern Mardtha
Railway system as originally projected was thus completed. In aldition
to the 188 miles of the Bellary-histna Ralway, 157 mules of the M,sore
State Railway, transferred in the previous year to the Southern Mardtha ('oun-
try Railway, were also under construction. Sanction was accorded to the con-
struction at the expense of the Kolhipu. State of the Kolhdpur Stutc Railway,
29 miles in length, at an estimated cost of 22§ likhs of rupees. In Kéthidwir
rails were laid up to the 24th mile on the Jetalsar-Verdval section of the
railways of that province ; the construction of the Dhordji-Porbandar section
(67 miles) was commenced : and that of an extension from Vinkdner to Rdjkot,
25 mles, was about to be undertaken. The total length of line under con-
struction during the year was 515 against 327 miles in 1886-87, and that under
survey 455 against 560 miles, The only line of which the survey was approved
by the Government of India during the year was the one ntended to open up the
Kdnara forests, already referred to. A set of rules was adopted under which
the several lines of railway in Kdthidwar, excepting the Morvi Railway, would
be conducted under one general sy-tem of management under the designation
of the Bhdvnagar-Gondal-Junigad-Porbundar Railway.

On the G. I. P, Railway the work of doubling the line was in progress on
the Jabalpur and Nigpur lines. The Victoria Terminal Station and Administra-
tive Offices in Bombay, a triumph of architectuial skill, were completed ; and
the Nesbit Lane Overbridge, built by the Railway Company at the expense of
the Bombay Municipality, was alse finished. On the B. B. &, C. L. Railway the
work of doubling the line was 1n progress ; the unautomatic vacuum brake was
brought into use on all local and througli passenger trains with successful
results. The new building for the Railway School at Mount Abu, constructed
at a cost of 1% lakhs of rupees, was formally opened during the year.
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The subscribed ecapital of the G. I. P, B. B. & C. I, and 8. M,
Railways amounted at the end of the year 1887 to mnearly 38% millions
sterling, and the capital outlay on the Dhond and Manmid, Khdmgaon,
Amrdoty, Bhopal, Rajputdna-Mdlwa, Rewdri-Ferozpor, Holkar, Cawnpur-Achnera,
Mysore, Bhivnagar-Gondal, and Morvi Railways to nearly 164 crores of
rupees. The net earnings of the first 3 ralways amounted to 293} Ildkhs
of rupees, and those of the remaning 11 to 99} likhs. The guaranteed
terest paid or payable by the State to the companies bearing the names of the
fiest 8 railways was 200} likhs. The net earnings of the G. I. P. and B. B.
&. C. I. Railways were sufficient not only to recoup to Government the amount
of guaranteed iuterest paid, but to leave them a gain of 404 and 25;,ldkhs
respectively. The total amount of guaranteed interest paid and payable to
the 8. M. Ralway Company up to th: end of the year amounted to
95 likhs, of which only 16 likhs have been recouped to (Rovernment. The
total sum received by the B. B. & C. I. Railway Company on'account of
guarantecd intorest and surplus ne eirnings was 615 per cent. of the Com-
pany’s wnterest-bearing capilal.  The profits of the Dhond and Manmid Railway
were 2'08 per cent on the capital ontlay ; those of the Khdmgaon and Amrioti
Reulways 347 and 8:07 per cent. respectively ; those of the Bhopdl Railway
0-31 per cent ; and those of tho Rajputdna-Mdilwa Ralway, inclusive of the
Holkar, Rewdri-Ferozpor, and Cawnpur-Achnera Rulways, 631 per cent. The
porcentage of expenses to earmings was 46 on the G. L P., -41°89 on the
B. B. & C. T, 6597 on the 8 M. and 7231 on ths Mysore Railway,
Compared with the net earnings of 1886, those of 1887 showed an increase
of 2 % likhs of rupees in the case of the G. I. P. Railway, owiug chiefly toan
ricrenso m the number of thurd class passengers, and larger receipts from the
conveyance of radway material.  They symilarly exhibited a small increase in
the case of the Bhopil Railway, dus to increased traffic in wheat and linseed,
and an advauce of 5% likhs in the case of the 8. M Railway, owing to the
leugth of live open and the mean mileags worked being nearly twice as great
as 1n 1836, On the other hand the net earaiugs on the B.B &. C I. and
Rajputdna-Milwa Ralways exhibited a decrease of 84 and 8% likhs respectively,
owing principally to the failure of crops m the northern distriots and the
conscquent duninution of the traffic in wheat and other grain, cotton, seeds, &e.
The net earnings of the Dhoud and Manindd, Khdmgaon, Amrdoti and Mysore
Railways also showed a decline,

During 1887-88 the mail contract with the P. & O Company was renewad.
Increased postal facilities were given to the public in the shape of 35 more post
oflices and 162 more letter-boxes. The system of combining post and tele-
graph officos was extended with satisfactory results  The total numbor of com-
bued olfices was 47 at the end of the year The number of letters, &c., issued
for delivery was 51% mllions, showing an ncrease of nearly 3 millions over the
nuwber for the proeeding year.  The practice of jusuring articles gent through
the Post Otlice 15 growing in favour, as shown by the increase of 21 likhs of
rupees in the value insured during the year against 13 lakbs m the year pre-
vious,  The populanty of the value-payable parcel system continues to grow :
the value of the pareels recerved daring the year was 23 Likbs greater than in
1836-87.  The value of inlaud money-orders issued increased by 7 Likhs of rupees,
weluding an merease of 1} Likks in the value of telegraphic money orders. The
number of accounts in the Post Office Savings Banks mecreased by 10,140 and
the deposits by nearly 23} Likhs of rupees. There were 5 highway robberies of
nals, in one of which insuved parcels were lost, for which Rs 11,221 had to be
tad s compensation. The integrity of postal employés, judged by the small
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pumber of offences committed by them, was even more commendable than m the
previous year.

The operations of the district post show a remarkable increuse in the num-
ber of paid packets, attributable wainly to the growing taste of the public for
reading. Not only are newspapors frequently reccived for delivory at willages,
but almost every village of aierage importance has one or two resileuts who
subscribe to periodicals.

The year 1887-88 was the first of the new Provincial ¢mtract The
aggregate receipts of the Presidency in all Departments and under all heads of
account—Imperial, Provincial and Local—amounted m 1887-88 to 1,259+, likhs
of rupees against 1,241,% ldkhs in the previous yepr. The increase of 17y
likhs was principally the result of an increase of 24+ likhs n the receipts of
civil departments credited to lmperial vevenues, whicl, however, was partially
counterbalanced by a dimmution to the exteut of 10+, likhs wn the receipts
in the same departments creditel to Provincal revenues, The aggregate
expenditure amounted to 853,% likhs agamst 858y% lLikhs in 1886-87, thus
exhibiting & diminution of 5 likhs. The decrease was due chiefly to a reduc-
‘tion in the amount of expenditure om civil departments debited to Provincial
services to the extent of 17} lakks, and of that on eivil works debited to
the same services to the extent of 648 likhs: the only waportant diminution
(6+% 14khs) in Imperial expenditure occurred in the amount spent on military
works , but, on the other hand, the expenditure on civil departments debited
to the Imperial services was greater to tho extent of 1045, likhs, and the
expenditure of the Military Department exceeded that of the previous year
by 1348 ldkhs, owing chiefly to the employment of Bombay troops in Burma
The surplus of the year amounted to 405 Likhs, ar more than that of the pre-
vious year by 228 lakhs, and 1t will be seen that it was prinerpally the result ol
an increase of Tmperial receipts and a dumnution of Provincial expenditure owing
to causes explained below,

The Civil Imperial receipts amounted to 767+% likhs against 7134 Likhs in
the previous year. The ircreass of 245 likhs was dne principally to a growth of
the land, salt, and Mint revenues, but it was also to a very considerable extcat
the result of larger shaves of lund and excise revenues baving been reserved under
the new contract for Iinperial purposes  Much of tho meicase avising from the
causes just mentioned was counterbalanced by a f1ll in the opium revenue, and by
the fact that smaller shares of stamp and 1ncome-tax revenues were devoted to
Imperial uses. The civil Imperial expenditure amounted to 814% likhs agamst
71+% likhs 1n 1886-87 Thencrease of 10y% likhs 1s attributalle to the expendi-
ture on the salt and customs services having under the new contract been made
wholly Imperial. The net result was that the civil Iimpcrial receipts exceeded the

- corresponding expenditure by L85+ Likhs agawst 67157, likhs in the previous
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year, Addm the civil Lwperal receipts and expenditure the Linperial
reoe‘lpts and expenduture on the Public Works, Telegraph, Military and Dostal
Departments, the total Tmperial reeeipts of the Presideney amount-d to 8304,
1ékhs against 803+ lakbsn the previous year, and the expenditure to 426 ') lakls
against 1087% lkbs, thus exlubiting a surplus of 404 iikhe agawensy 203, lakbs
in 1886-87.

The total Provincial civil receipts of the year amounted to 37iyy lakhs
against 8824 likhs in 1886-87. The decrease of 10% lehlis wns the result
chicly of smaller shares of land and excise revenues having under the new
contract been assigned for provineial uses, the effect of whieh was ouly partially
counterbalanced by the assignment of a larger share of stamp and wmcome-tax

revenue. The Provincial evil expeuditure amounted to 31143 Lhhs aganst
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45677 likhs in the previous year. The decrease of 171 likhs was 1nainly due
to the imperiahization of the expenditure on the salt and customs services, and
to a smaller extent to the decrease of the expenditure on the Land.Revenue,
Educational and Miscellaneous services. Adding to the Provincial civil receipts
and expenditure the Provincial receipts and expénditure under other heads, the
chief of which is Public Works, the total Provincial receipts of the year amounted
to 3794% likhs against 890 ldkhs 1n the previous year: and the correspornding
expenditure to 3814% against 406 %5 Jikhs. The net result was a deficit of 2y4;,
likhs, which reduced the Provineial balance, which stood at the commencement
of the year at 54,% l4khs, to 52y'; likhs at its close.

The et 1mports of silver bullion into the Presidency in 1887-88 amounted Mt

to 8283 Likhs of rupees, and those of gold were valued at 275} likhs. Silver
weighing 6392 14kbs of tolds (rupee-weights) was tendered by merchants and
others for cowage; 623} likhs of rupees worth of the metal was received from
the Currency Department; and uncurrent silver coius amounting to 24 ldkhs of
rupees were recerved for recoinage. The amount tendered by merchants and
others included 57 1ékhs of tolds of native coins, the bulk of which was received
fiom the Porbandar State, which is converting its native comage into British
currency,  Silver coin of the nominal value of 6087 ldkhs of rupees was placed
i cuculution, and, in addition, coins of the value of } of a likh struck several
yeurs ugo »ere remitted to Goa. Copper coins of the nominal vhlue of 4} likhs
of 1upees were struck, The revenue from all sources amounted to 134 likhs
of rupees, the expeuditure to 8% ldkhs, and the net profit to 5% likhs. In the
previcus year the net profit was only about # of a likh of rupees, the coinage
of silver having been 254 ldkbs of rupees less in value.

"The gross circulation of notes of the Bombay Paper Currency Circle at the
end of 1857.88 was greater to the extent of 1504 lakhs-of rupees than it was at
s commencement. The circulatiou of notes of every denomination increased,
but e-peenlly of those of the higiser denominations 1a ennsequence of stagnation
1 the export trade. The circulntion commenced incressing from July, baving
re whed 13 muuuoum n the previous month, and continued to increase till
Oetober, when 1t reachied its maximum, The average number of notes cashed or
issucd on each working day was greater than in 1886-87 and still greater than in
1855-86, The issnes of small coin during the year excoeded the rece’pts to the
extent of 13 likhs against 93 lukhs io the preceding year. A series of frauds by
the clmk in charge of the lust-uote section of the Bombuy Paper Currency
Department was discovered, aud the delinquent was tried by the High Court and
~enfenced to six years’ rigerous wunpriconmert  The remittances of coin from
aud to Bumbay awounted to 1303 lakhs of rupees. Details of the transactions
relating to the Knrdchi eircle will be found 1n the body of the report.

The amount of land revenue to be collected during 1887-88 was 338¢ ldkhs
of rupees, out of wineh 3362 likhs were collected. The figures for the
proe hing year were 3155 and 3323 kikhs respectively. The revenue was
coliceted with comparative ease, the nuwber of instances i which distraints
Lad to be rosorted to duving the year having been 12 5 per cent. lower than in
the provious year The amounts of net revenue for collection m the different
disrriet s of the Presulency proper showed no great fluctuations in most districts;
boreneept mothe Panel Mahals and Surat distniets where there was a shght
doonse, they wereeverywhere lavger than w the previous year, In Sind there
w s a sheht deerease m the Kavdehi and a lavger one in the Shikidrpur district,

at the dirnination was much more than counterbalanced by increases iu the
Daing dwstriet s espee ally Hyderabad,  In the Presidency proper the bal.
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ances outstanding at the end of the year amounted to 1y Iakhs of rupecs
agaimnst 1 1akh at the close of the previous year, thus showing a shghl merease .

while in Sind they diminished from 13th Jakhs to 1 kb,

The chief eveuts in tho history of the Customs Admmstration of the port
of Bombay for 1887-88 were (1) the amalgimation of the appowntrmeul, of (ol-
lector of Customs with that of Collector of Laund Revenne and Suncrimtendent
of Stamps and Stationery, and the appointment of a Covenanted Assistant to the
Collector, in aceordance with the recommendations of the Tinunce Committee, (2)
the imposition of an import duty on petroleum under Act IL of 1858 which cam:
into force on 10th Februury 1388, and (3) the opcmng of the Victoria Dock on
12th March 1888, Deducting refunds and drawbacks, the nct custowss revonue
of the port from all sources anounted to 18} likhs of rupees, showing an
merease as compared with 1886-87 of 31 likhs. Of tlis increase about Jths
of a likh was derived from the dovelopment of the expurt trade m rice, and
about 4 a likh from the duty on petroleum. The reinamnder, upwards of 2 Yikhs,
may be said broadly to boe attributable partly to au mcrease mn the numbcr of
proof gallons of spirits imperted—chiefly brandy, whisky aud spivits of wine—and
partly to the recovery of duty on spinits at the higher 1ate prescribed by the
Tarfl Act of 1887 throughout the year, as compared with about 2} months only
in 1886-87. The mcrease in the 1mportations may puthaps be connected m »ome
degree with the weasures taken m 1887 to check the wmmportation of cheap
potable spimts shghtly perfumed under the name of Eau de Cologne, by
caucelling the esemption from duty of perfurned spiits imported in four ounce
bottles, which have had the effect of reducing the mmportation of spuit mn this
form from 18,247 hiqud gallons m 1886 87 to 1,341 in 1887-88, or by about
76 per cent, The number of passengers voyaging by vessels which comie undc.
the operation of the Native Passenger Slups Act was v} likhs aguust 52 ti%hs
in 1887, the decrease being due to the prevalence of lugh rates of fare- hv woa t)
and from ports to the south of Bombay as far as (ea, and the diversion of a it
of the passenger tiaflic to and from those porte to the Sontiern dMa: ol
Railway.

At the port of Kardeh: the ('nstoms realizutions decreased from 6,7 1o !
ldkhs of rupees. A decrease of over ’th of a likh was due to the proference
shown by natives for good Bombay spuit over mferior biandics. no less th o
14,000 gallons of the former kimd of spirit weie for the first time naported fiom
Bombay during tho year. Amnother decrease of nearly Lth of a lahh resulted
from a diminution of the exports of rice to the Umted Kingdom, France an'l
Persia,

During the year under report, 142,527 Ihs of opram pa--+d into how
consumption in the different British districts, including Aden, amst 130,657 Ths
in 1886-87, the decrease being noticcable clnefly in the Kawra, Poona i Slolipar
districts, The quantity which passed mto home con~umpuen m the N.ine
States 1n the Presidency, including Baroda, was 147,733 11

The Imperial opium revenue amounted to 241 lahlis of rupecs, ar 3,7, Lkl
less than in the picvious year All but % of a likh of this revenmue wa-
denwved from the pass-feo on the ding, awd the decrease m 1evinue w s
duo chiefly to the imports of opim mto Bowbay fram Milwa bavie T
smaller. The total Provinctal opium res enue amouwnted 1o 11,4 Likhs, or ol
1ikh more than mn the previous year. 11 1ikls of this sumepresentad the pass-
duty on oprum consumed in British tertitory  two-thuds ol the pass duty o
opium consumed 1 Kiéthiwdr and Catel, and four-Hfth- of the prss-duty on
opium supphed to other Native States execpt Cambay and the States of th
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Pilanpur Agency and the Mali and Rewa Kénthis, which were entitled to
receive the drag free of duty. Baroda consumed the opium grown ia its own
terrltory thhout payment of any duty to Government. The Imperial expendi-
turein the Bombay Pres1dency on the Opium Departmeut amoupted to Rs. 24,701
and the Provineial to about Rs. 30,000,

In pursuance of the recommendations of the Finance Committee important Salt :
changes aiming at cconomy were made during the year 1887.-88 in the organiza. Presidenay
tion of the Salt Department of the Presidency proper, the net result of which proper
was a reduction of 60 individuals in the strength and Rs. 2,760 per mensem in
the cost of the establishment. Other changes necessitated by the ever varying
circumstances of the Department resulted in a net increase of 18 men at a cost
of Rs. 106 per mensem. On the whole, therefors, there was a decrease of 42 men
in the strength and of Rs. 2,654 per mensem in the cost of the Department.

The year marked the final cessation of the abnormal demand for Barigra
salt manufactured at the Runn Salt Works which existed in the two previous
years in consequence of the failure of the salt-crop at the Sdmbhar Lake, The
stock of this Runn salt, which had in the previous years been depleted by the
demand amounted to 6+% likhs of maunds at the commencement of the year:
2145 ldkhs of maunds were manufactured during the year, 1y ldkhs written off
on account of loss and wastage, and 154 likhs issued during the year. The
rasult was that the balance at the end of the year amounted to 118 lékhs of
maunds. The issues were less by 514 likhs of maunds than in the previous year,
owing principally to the cessation of the abnormal demand from Northern India,
but to some extent also to the abolition of the agencies beyond the Presidency
and the competition of Panchbhadra salt. The issues for the Panjib and Qudh
entirely ceased ; those for the North-Western Provinces and Oudh declined by
4% likhs; those for Rajputdna, the States of Central Indis and Bengal showed '
a decroase of 13 likhs; and thosc for the Central Provinces were reduced by v
of a 14kh. In spite, however, of the large decline as compared with the previous
year, the issues were more than 2 ldkhs of maunds in excess of those for
1884-85, the latest year i which they were unaffected by the demand referred to.

77 14khs of maunds of sea~ealt were manufastured at the works along the
coast from Bulsir to Goa agawnst 69} likhe in the previous year: the issues
amounted to 68% l4kbs against 65y likhs. The exports of this salt to Calcutta
showod a decrease of ¢ of a likh of maunds, but it must be remembered that
thiey ave normally liable to considerable fluctuations, being dependent on the
state of the freight market. The export trade to the Malabdr Coast continued
to show a mar ke(l development, the exporbs to British Malabdr having increased
to the extent of nearly a ldkh, and those to the Travancore and Cochin States, on
which, however, a nominal duty only is paid, to vhe extent of 2 of a l§kh,

The quantity of Bardgra, sea and imported salt (this last description of salt
was trifling in amount) which passed into consumption in the Presldency pro-
per amountud to 28¢5 likbs of maunds ngamst 254 1ikhs in the previous year.
Taking the population of the Presidency, as in the previous year, at 19,967,148
persons, the average quantity of salt consumed- by each individual during the

year amounted to 11 5¢ Ibs, against 10-54 lbs. in 1886-87, a rate higher than any
recorded smee the orgamization of the Salt Department. In Gujardt the rate
rose from 9 92 1bs, to 10 33 1bs. per head, and in the rest of the Presidency from
10 86 to 12 23 lbs.

The wholosale market price of salt in the Presidency proper ranged from

Rs 4-1-8 per maund at Dhirwdr in April, August and December 1887, to Re. 2-7-1

at Poona m December, Tho average cost price at the works in British territory
BoRi—=11s
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ranged from 3 annas 3 pies in the Northern and Middle Konkan to 9 annas 2 pies
in the South Konkan . in Portuguese territory it was 8 anpas 11 pies per mauud,

The duty on salt was raited during the year from Rs 2 to Rs. 24 per maund.
There was an increase of 3 1a the numper of salt works. The only fish-curing
yard in existence in British territory was the one at Vengurla, which still fwled
to support itself, although it gained in popularity and promised to be a success,
The gross receipts of the Salt Department amounted to 1723 1jkhs of rupces
against 1621 14khs in 1886-87, the increase being the result partly of the en-
hancement of duty, and partly of the improvement in the sales of sea-salt The
espenditure amounted to 17y ldkhs of rupees against 21 likhs in the previous
year, the decrease being due chiefly ‘o the abolition of agencies and to the fact
that the crop of Bardgra salt having been smaller, less had to be expended on
its purchase, storage and freight.

The quantity of salt mapufactured or excavated in Sind 1n 1837-83 amonnted
in round figures to 2,06,000 maunds, and the quantity sold to 2,35,000 waunds,
or 6,000 maunds more than in the preceding year. The average consumption
per head increased from 8lbs. to 8lbs. 70z, At the fish-curing yard at Shamspir
the quantity of fish cured was more than three times as great as in the previous
year, but the yard is said to benefit only a few firms to whom the fishermen aro
indebted. The gross receipts of the Salt Department in Sind amounted to 5§
14khs of rupees, or nearly 4 a likh wmore than i the previous year, and tho
experditure to Iy I4khs or about 5 of a Likh more than 1 the previous year,
Durmng the past 9 years the sales of salt in the province have increased more
than three-fold The average wholesale price of salt {or the wholc year rosc frown
Rs. 2-15-0 in 1886-87 ¢~ Rs. 3-0-8 per maund in 1887-88 1n conscquence of the
enhancement of duty.

Changes of much consequence, sorec of them nvolving new departures from
the principles hitherto followed, were made during 1887-88 1n the A’bkin arrange-
ments of several British districts and Native States of the Presidency proper. Iu
the town and istand of Bombay, in order to ensure a fresh snpply of raw toddy to
consumers at reasonable rates. a condition was 1mposcd on the tree-foot booth-
kecpers requiring them to sell pure and undiluted toddy within » fixed maxinum
price of 9 pies per 8 drams. Changes were introduced in the ibkdr1 arrangements
of the Thina and Koiiba districts similar to those effected during 1886-87 1n the
town and island of Bombay and deseribed 1n the last report. Their mamn features
were, 1stly, the equalization of the duty on mowra aud toddy spirit; 2ndly, the
separation of the privilege of manufacture from that of sale; 3rdly, the experimental
abolition of the maxzimum guaranteed system in favour of the prineple of securing
a maxzimum of revenue from the actual sales whatever they might be, by «ccept-
mg the highest still-bead duty offered on every gallon sold: and 4thly, the
supply of raw toddy to consumers at low prices. The district of Kbindesh, the
4bkdr: of which had for a long time past been managed on the out-still systew, was
brought under the operation of the central distillery, still-head duty and mum-
mum guaranteed revenue system from the 1st of January 1888, With a view
to place the dbkédr management of the Baroda, Camhay, aud Mabi and Rewa
Kdntha States on a satisfactory basis, 1 so far ast affected the adjoininz
Bpitish districts, the following arrangements were made:—(1) the dbkir man-
agement of Cambay, and of the States of Dhadarwa, Umeta, Péndu Mevas,
Dorka Mevds and Sarkheda Mevas m the Rewa Kéntha was leased to the
British Government, and entrusted to the Collector of K. wa; (n) certain 1solatd
villages belonging to Native States s:tuated 1n Bretish termtory and vree oy v
were supplied with excised spirit from the nearest British or Giehs idi erntiag
distillery, the duty bemng afterwards remitted to the State concerned; () toe
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contral distillery and still-head duty system was introduced into the R4jpipla
State with the objecl of securing the 4bkéri revenue of the adjoining district
of Broach, and (iv) the number and position of the liquor shops on the Surat-
Navsiri frontier were permanently fixed, in order to restrict as far as possible the
competition between the Surat and Baroda farmers. The rates of still.head
duty in the districts of Poona, Belgaum, Dhérwir and Bijdpur and in the tdlukds
of A'nand, Borsad and Nadi4d in the Kaira district, were more or less raised :
the maxmuam selling price was, however, left undisturbed, except in the 8 t4lu-
kis named. The toddy farm in the Ahmednagar district was abolished, and
the system in vogue in Poona, of issuing tapping licenses to apphcants for the
sale of toddy at shops and ab tree-foot booths, was introduced into it.

The total excise revenue of the Prosidency proper amounted to 765 I4khs of
rupees against 744 Likhs in the previous year. The revenue from country

liquor and toddy, 73 14khs, formed the bulk of this sum, and contributed'

14 likhs of the increase: that from imported foreign liquor showed a very
shight decrease ; while that from mtoxicating drugs and miscellaneous sources
exhibited an increase of ;Y of a 14kh in ether case. More than a fourth part—
213 ldkhs—of the country hiquor revenue was contributed by the town and island
of Bombay aloue, while the revenue in the different districts ranged from f
of a lékh in the Panch Mahdls to 8% ldkbs in Surat. The increase in the

revenue was contributed mainly by the town and island of Bombay, and the:

duwtricta of Poona, Dhirwér, Belgaum, Bijdpur, Sholdpur and Kaira. The
manufacture of toddy liquor increased in the town and‘island of Bombay, while
that of mowra liquor, being weighted with a higher rate of duty, declined : the
same tendenocy was observable and noted upon in the previous year. The total
number of shops for the sale of country liquor and raw toddy in the whole
Presidency rose from 8,884 to 4,377, the bulk of the increase being due to a
larger number of tree-foot booths for the sale of raw toddy having been
licensed 1n the Théna and Koldba districts, in order to afford greater facilitios
to the people for obtainiag tha raw juice The total expenditure of the Abkdri
Department amounted_to 83 likhs, and the annual compensation paid to the
Bombay Munieipelity ana Native Chiofs to 24 ldkhs, exclusive of the payments
to be made to several States in Khéndesh and the Rewa Kéntha, the amounts
of which have yet to be determined.

In Sind the total exoise revenue amounted, as in 1886-87, to 5 i4khs of rupees.
The system of farming gountry liquor was abolished and the still-head duty
system wtroduced aé the fommensement of the year under report. The new
system met with cousiderabls oppositior iu two districts and led to a decrease
of revenue in most of thew. In the Upper Sind Frontior district the Amils
aud others are said to have abandoned the use of country liqnor owing to the
enhancement in its price consequent upon the introduction of the still-head
duty system. The operation of the system in Sind is, however, in its infancy, and
full detanls of it as regards the year under report have not been received up to
the time of going to press.

The agaregate receipts of the Stamp Department amounted to 48,% likhs
of rupees in 1837-88 egainst 48 likhs in the previous year. There was a
<atisfactory incrcase of 1,3 likhs in the revenue uunder the Indian Stamp Act,
which was partidly counterbalanced by a decrease of i of a 14kh under the
Court Fees' Act attributable to a duninutipn of htigation. 'The expeuditure of
the department amounted to 23 likhs against 24 ldkhs in 1886-87, the decrease
heng due clhiefly to the refunds made having been smaller.

As the meome-tax report for the Central Division has not been received up
ts the ume of going to press, it is vot possible to compare the owiginal and
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final demands throughout the Presidency for the year under report with those
for the previous year The total collections amounted to 32ys ldkhs of rupees
against 29} likhs in 1886-87. Hvery part of the Presidency contributed to this
merease, the hulle of which—23 1dkhs—was, however, due fo much larger collec-
tions having been made 1 the city of Bombay ‘han in the previous year The
incidence of the vax per assesses was greatest in Bembay, lower at Aden, and
lower still in the Norrhern and Southern Divisions e0d mm Swud  Heonomy in
expenditure wag effected by the reJuction of specal estabr iments and stoppage
of extra payments to <istrict establishments for the coll.ction of the tax

The recepts of the locorporated Local Funds for 1887-83 amounted to
461 ldkhs of rupees, the expenditurc o 42! lokhs, and the closing balance
to 254 lakhs, cr % Jakhs more thu. the opemmng balance  The Snd Book
Depdt Fund wa, added during the year o ths hst ol existing Incorporated
Local Funds, Al the funds, & 1u number, wore in s solvent eoudition ; and the
balances of all inereascd, the lares t Increase 343 tikhs having occurred in the
balance of the fund formed wadir tLe Bombay diocsl Fund Act, No. J of 1884,
which 1s by far the .wsr mwraaite t of then ail The lnocal Boards formed
under that Act were obhigel v wecamulate thelr halanees 1 eonsequence of the
notice given by the frovernven: of Tndva that after +he 31t of wily 1880 they
would not b permutted to overdiaw it ewr balanees ab the treasury, a- they have
hith: rto been allowed to do

The reecipts and expenditure of the Fxcludod Loea! Funds amounated ro-
spectively to 305 and 29 ¢, Likhis, and the opening and closing balences <2 1122 and
125, Wikhs, respociively  They were grouped ander seven hoads, of wich the
wealthios  were the Puv' 1> Works Police and Marme Frinds  The rehest of the
Public Warks Funds were the Killidwhr Funds which rall nedor at bead aud
of the Police Funds those connceted with the polios empl.yed 1 ilie Kishiiwdr,
Pélarpur, Mabk: Kintha and Rewa Kdntla Agencies. Ths ¥ o'iness the Guekwid
agreed to pay a subsidy of 8¢ lukhs for v he mamtenane of shus police, and dur-
ing the ;cars 1883-806 wnd 1826 87 the subads, st some other receipts, was
apportioned among, the four Agcncies.  Toe magt importaut of the VIa - Fands
were the Aden Port Furd, the Northern aud Soui wen Groups Port I'ones, and
the Indus Conservaacy Fund the first of tlwse tuads continues to wc » ¢ pend-
ing the {ornation of o Lort Tiwut fon Afes, The Fducationa® an”™ Modweal
Tands, although nos so wealthy av the citer gronpe of Bxeluten Linal Furds
already mnwutioned, showed a mari~d tendevey o worease the wumbor of to
former bemg 166 agam.l 93 m Lo previous y o and that o the labter 2!
agamst 74

Az the resint, nl an rprov ed systam of registiaton wie number of bisths
registered Las bioen regalarly vicreasing vear by veor -ince 1878 until in 1387 1t
was 628,193 beog tugher thoo the noaber recorded 'n tho previous year by
46,640 and the "new . ol the preceding (6 years by 102,676 A larger numbe:
than v the previous year wasrne ~tered in every ', leclorate except Broach,
Ahmedabad, Thar md Pidikar, an . U e Sind Frowe e 327,500 of the ohil-
dren born wers raies while the rowaiar. 806,331 e females. The 1 .mber
of deaths racorded durmg the year was also o+ ater than i the previous year,
bemg 455,261 agwust J81,185 m 1886, Ly b therete was 3818 per mille
of population: the d- tharate 27-G7.

As in thepried . year so in the yesr under review the death-rate was
highest in the Broach, 'owost m the Uppe . Sind Frontier District : highest among
Hindus, lower atsong ‘lalomedans, lowest ar:ong Christians. The mortality
among children was,as usual, terribly high, affording unmistakable evidence oflocal
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causes of insanitation : for no less than 44:40 per cent. of the total number of
deaths represented the mortality among children under 5 years of age.

By far the largest number of deaths was due to fevers, and Broach was
once more recorded as the most fever-strckon district in the whole Presidency.
Among other specified causes, bowel-complaints were, next to fevers, the most
destructive: and as 1 the preceding year they prevailed most in the Belgaum,
Dhdrwér, and Khdudesh districts, and least in the districts of Hyderabad and Thar
and Pérkar, Choleraand small-pox, which were unusually qmescent in 1886, were
again very virulent m 1887, carrying off respectively 235,711 and 3,753 persons
ayainst 167 and 376 in the former year The 1avages of cholera were severest
in the Dekkban, and least in Sind. An cxammation of the monthly totals of
deaths from this disease dwiing the 21 years ending with 1886 shows rhat 1t
exhibits least intensity in Decomber, mereases si.ghdy m Jannary and February,
commences 1n JMarch and Apnl to show marked development, incrcases by
rapid strides in May and June, aud 10 July attams its maximum imtenrsity. In
Angust there is a decided full, and in the following months the disease gradually
subsides unfil it reaches its minimum mtensily 1w December. Thus tha pre-
valence of chelera 15 to a certam extent comeident in this Presidency with the
rige of temperature and the increass of moisture m the atmosphere, althougn
it is certam that other factors are needed o make the discase active.

To the 222 hospitals and dispensaries which existed at the beginning of
1887, 7 new dispensarics and the Allbless Leper Home were adaed during the
year, making the total ab 1ts cloge 230, exclusive of {3 medical muststuticns wain«
tained for the treatment of police and other pubiie servaf®s. 43 of the 230 mstitu-
tions were entiwely maintaincd by Government, while of the rest 119 received
grants-in-aid from the State. 1,694,833 persong, or 81,712 wmore than m the
previous year, were medically treited, chiefly as out-patient-, the number of
m-patieuts bemng 37,123,  The increase affords satisfactory cwidence of the
growing recognition of the superiority of European methods of treating disease
over those of the Native vaidyas and hakims. Over 4,000 more patients than
in the previous yea were treated for cholera, and over 23,000 more for skin-
diseases, while an increase was also noticeable in cnses of leprosy, malarious
fever, rhennatic ard respiratory affections, and a decreaso 1n cases of venereal
disease. 4,779 major operations, about one-third of which were on the eye and
its appendages, were periormed, and a curo cffected in 3,976 vases, while death
resulted in only 29 per cent. of the total number of cases—an exceedingly
favourable result. Rs. 10,383,001, or over half a likh more than in the previous
year, were expended on hospitals end dispensaries, exelusive of those supported
by Native States. The average cost per pationt was Re. 0-11-3, and Government
paid 780 per cent. of the cost, the bulk of the remainder being vefrayed by Muni-
cipalities and Loeal Funds, The invessed capital amounted to Rs 3,84,950 at
the end of the year, or Rs. 10,050 more than at 1its begiunmg. Schemes for
the 1mprovement and extension of the hospital accommodation of the city of
Bombay engaged the attenfivn of the Government, and it :s hoped that in the
next year’s report the inception of several important works, partly at the
expense of Uovernment and partly at that of private benefactors, will hold a

conspicuous placo.

The number of Lunatic Asylums remained unchanged at 6. The rvelief
afforded by the opening of the Ratndgiri Asylum in 1886 was fully felt, and there
wag still accommodation available there and at Coldba, The aggregate numher
of persons who were treated at the 6 asylums was 913 against 887 in the preced-
ing year, and the daily average strength 670 2 against 6532, the increase being
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due to the éxtension of accommodation. Ganjaand grief were, ag usual, the two
principal.causes of lunacy. Altogether 123 crimmnal lunatics were in confine-
ment during the year against 114 in 1886. The net cost of the asylums was

. Rs. 1,05,181, or Rs. 154-12-6 per head, agamst Rs. 175-12-4 per head 1n 1836

and Bs. 186-9-7 per head in 1885. These results point to much extravagance in
the past, while the example of the Hyderabad Asylum, where the cost is only
Rs. 75.9-2 per head, leads to the surmise that still further economy is prac-
ticable,

The outfay on military sanitary works during 1887, Rs, 4,02,686, was
greater than in the previous year by Rs.1,54,253. More than a third of this sum
wag speut in Bombay, where barracks for Buropean troops at Colaba and bunga~
lows for officers in the Marine Lines were under construction. The drainage of the
Sadar Bazdr and Cantonment of Baroda was improved, and the Native Infautry
Lines at Malegaon were repaired at a cost of about Rs. 12,000 each.

The sanitary work done by the Bombay Municipality has already been noticed.
The Mofussil Municipalities spent Rs 7,36,449, or nearly a fifth of their income
(Bs. 34,79,558), on conservancy durmng 1886-87, agamst Rs. 3,38,763 in the
previous year. The question of improving the water-supply received much
attention in Ahmedabad, the Municipality of which city resolved to adopt at a
cost of Rs. 6,00,000 a scheme recommended by Colonel Ducat, and applied to
Government for permission to raise funds in the open market. At Ahwednagar
an old aqueduct was discovered, and the Municipality has resolved to utilize it
at a cost of Rs. 12,000 as a feeder to one of the aqueducts already in use. At
Rdjapur the Municipality has resolved to replace by an iron mawm the stone
channel through which water has been brought to it from the Kadauli river
In Kardchi the Municipality has spent Rs. 15,270 in extending the water-works,
and has placed the water within reach of the very poor population in the trans-
Lyari district. At Broach the water-supply continues to be very defective, but
the Municipality is helpless for want of funds. In the flourishing suburb
of Kirla, near Bombay, the water-supply continues to be bad and insufficient.
Under the head of drainage in Mofussil municipal towns it is noticeable that
nnderground drains were either converted into or replaced by surface draing
in Sukkur. .

A new form of bill of health for outgoing vesscls was brought iato use at
Bombay during 1387. 713 vessels and 52,124 persons leaving the port were
inspected by the Health Officer of the Port, against 781 vessels and 34,318
persons in 1886. Quarantine was imposed at Suez against Bombay for 66 days,
although only 262 deaths from cholera took place during the year and the dis-
ease was at no time declared by tbe Medical Board to exist in an epidemic form.
All vessels entering the port had free pratique, except 3 steamers which dis-
played the yellow flag in consequence of the occurrence of cases of small-pox
during the voyage. The condition of the harbour foreshore underwent an 1mprove-
ment at some of the wharves, but on the whole it continued to be insanitary.

During the year, 879,755 persons, or 23,783 more than in 1836-87, were
primarily vaccinated, and 49,790, or 1,852 more than in that year, re-vaccinated.
03-85 per cent. of the operations, against 93-78 per cent. in 1886-87, were suc-
cessful. A larger number of persans of all races except Mahomedans was pri-
marily vaccinated. Out of 528,556 infants under one year of age available for
vaccination, 376,791, or 71:29 per cent , were protected during the year. The pro-
portion of such infants protected to those available was 7393 per cent. in the
preceding year. It 1s calculated that there were, at the end of the year, 32:37
persons of all ages per mille of population who had been protected, aganst



1887-88.] SUMMARY. xlvii

8191 at the end of the preceding year. The quality of the lymph in use, very
little of whick was imported from England, was good. Human lymph was
used every where, except in Bombay, Poona, Rijkot and Bindra, where animal:
}ymph was either wholly or partia.lly used. The average cost for each suocessful
vaccine operation was 5 annas 1 pie, or 4 pies less than in 1886-87. No instances
of any disease having been communicated through vaccination were reported.

The compulsory Vaceination Act has now been workmo successfully in Bombay ~

for ten years and in Kardchi for eight years.

The total number of public educational institutions in the Premdency in
1887-88 was 8,274, and of the puplls attendmg them 484,059, .or greater
respectively by 278 and 7,760 than in the previous year. Nearly $ths of this
increase was due to the spread of primary instruction, “principally through the
agency of institutions maiatained by Native States, and to a smaller extent
through that of institutions gided by Government and by Liocal and Municipal
Boards. Every race contributed to the general increase: Hindus of other
than the highest and the low castes to the greatest extent, Mahomedans to a
lesser extent, and Brihmans, low-caste Hindus, and aboriginal and hill tribes to a
still lower extent ; while no individual race whose pupils were separately classified,
showed & smaller increase than the Pirsis, a result due to the high standard of
education already atteiried by a community which supplied 12,588 pupils out of
a total population, young and old, of 73,978. The private educational institu-
tions of the Presidency numbered 2,958 and the pupils who attended them 70,339,
showing an increase of 31 and 4,602 respectively over the previous year; and
the increase was entirely confined to elementary education. Of the total number
of 554,398 pupils, 500,872 were boys and 53,526 girls, showing an increase of
11,777 and 585 respectively. 27 out of every hundred boji of school-going
age and 3 out of every hundred girls were under instruction of some kind or
other. .

The total sum expended on the public institutions was 524, 14khs of rupees
against 50 ldkhs in 1886-87. More than one-half of the increased expenditure
was met from foes, which amounted to 10§ likhs against 94 in the previous
year. The Local Boards and Municipality spent 11 against 9% likhs in the
previous year, 164 ldkhs were spent from Provincial revennes against 174,
and 14} from all other sources—chiefly Native State revenues—against -13%.
Apart from the building and special grants, in which the Provincial expenditure
mainly decreased, the grants-in-aid from Provincial revenues to schools and
colleges increased from 249 to 286 thousands of rupees.

The number of students who appeared at University examinations higher
than the Matriculation was 1,276 and the number of them who sueceeded was
"566, or 30 and 101 less respectively than in the previous year. 2 Government,
2 Native States and 5 Aided Arts Colleges were maintained in the Presidency.
The number of students was slightly higher than in the previous year, but the
number of those who passed the Previous and 1st B.A. Examinations, especially
the former, was considerably less. The staff of the Elphinstone Col]ege was
strengthened by the establishment of a Professorship of History and English.
A scheme was matured to provide the Sind College, a growing institution, wntb s
college building at a cost of 2 ldkhs of rupees, out of which more than Rs. 80,000
had already been subscribed and other sums had been promised from public and
private sources. The foundation stone was laid by the Viceroy in November
1887, when His Excellency was pleased to announce his intention of presenting
the college anndally with a silver and a bronze medal as lopg as he remained in
India. The college was also fortunate in securing a donation of Rs. 7,354 for
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the formation of a laboratory and another of Rs. 20,000 towards a library. The
Law Classes at Bombay and Poona, the Grant Medical College at Bombay, and
the College of Science at Poona were less numerously attended than in the pre-
vious year; and the fall in the attendance was largest at the last-mentioned in~
stitution, owing to the necessity jmposed upon students of passing the Previous
Examination in Arts before proceeding to the examinaticns in Engineering.
The spectroscopic observatory, towards the purchase of the telescope for which,
H. H. the Thikor Siheb of Bhdvnagar made a munificent donation, was in course
of construction in the vicinity of the College of Science, the atmospheric condi-
tions of Poona being considered more favourable to observation and to the pre-
servation of the telescope than those of Bombay, where it was originally proposed
to erect the observatory,

The number of candidates who presented themselves at the Matriculation
Examination was 3,012, or 560 more than in the previous year. There were
78 high schools and 21,391 pupils, or 4 schools and 508 pupils more than in
1886-87, 12 of the schools, attended by 1,236 pupils, were for girls, The
Elphinstone High School was remarkably successful in the University Entrance
Exzamination ; the Cathedral Boys' School was observed to possess much more of
the spirif of an English public school than is ordinarily to be seen in thig
country ; the Fort High School-—an unaided institution—was found to De
full of life and vigour, and in point of staff equipment and results m the very
first rank of schools in Bombay; the Convent Schools at Karichi made bene~
ficent and successful efforts to establish classes for training European and
Native school-mistresses ; and the Government high schools at Broach, Dhérwir
and Kdrwér reduced their lowest standards in favour of private enterprise,
while the one at Hyderabad was directed gradually to reduce its middle school
standards with 3 similar purpose.

There were 320 middle schools with 18,232 pupils, showing an increase
of 6 achools and 1,051 pupﬂs. The increase in schools was wholly confined to
those for girls, which numbered 48 at the end of the year, with 1,972 pupils on
the rolls: but nine-tenths of the increase in pupils occurred in boys’ schools.
Of Government schools, that at Ahmednagar was transferred to the local
Education Society and that at Tatta to the Municipality, while one of those
at Ahmedabad was closed. The St. Joseph’s Convent School at Bdndrs, an
aided institution, was observed to be one of the most-efficient establishments
of its kind, distinguished for the completeness of its buildings and other
accessories, .

There were 7,267 primary schools for boys with 409,164 pupils, or 226
schools and 5,487 pupils more than in the previous year. Kithidwir provided
the lion's share of the increase, and the inclusion of the figures for Janjira
accounted for a Jarge portion of the rest. An order prohibiting the Local
Boards from overdrawing their balances at the treasury, as they have hitherto
been accustomed to do, imposed upon them the necessity of economizing, with the
result that there was a decrease of scholars instead of the large increase which
might otherwise have been expeoted. Again, the attendance in schools maintained
both by Local and Municipal Boards was made to appear seemingly lower than
that of 1886-87 by the enforcement of a rule putting an end to careless registra,
tion, The deficiency caused through the operation of these circumstances was,
however, in great part compensated for by the growth of aided institutions.
The number of Local Board schools in the Upper Sind Frontier District was
doubled and a large increase occurred in the number of their*pupils, through
the active exertions of the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Giles. Encouraging
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acoounts are given of the work done by Liocal Bea.rda,nd Municipal School Com-

niittees and of their relations wﬂ;h the officers.of the Educational Depa.rtment
I'though 8 dispesition to mterfer% thh.fechméﬁl matters and to allow junior
. |agtets to appeal against the authority’ of theit head-masters was observable.

P 504 schools, attended by 31,462 pupﬂl, were provided for the pruns.ry
+education of glrls, against 478 in 1886-87, Allowing, however, for the boys
in girlsschoqls andy vice versd, the ‘total ‘number of girls in primary schools
Aves 45,809, or 1,556 more than in the previous year, Itis noticeable that
9n the, eﬁndatlon of girls the Musalmdns of Sind were apparently in advance
of the Hindus. At Kandidro 71 girls attended with excepfional regulamby, and
\divided, their time between the Sindhi standards and _practical instruction in
tpioning and weaving.

J4'Of the total number of 8,423 Europeans and ‘Burasians under instruction
in publio "institutions, 3,348, recsived primary and secondary instruction in 41
schoolg, of whiah 89 were aided and 2 unaided. The attendance at the Réjkumir
College for the education of the sons of Chiefs declined. 3 of the pupils left
for Eogland™for the further.prosecution of their studies. The Wadhwén
school for the children of '}he nobility and gentry was a model of its class:
but it is noticeable that "a large number of such children, both in Gujardt
and the Southern Ma1 4tha Country, still attend the comnron schools, The estab-
lishment of a special school of this class ih Sind is advocated. The Dekkhan
Associgtion for the promotion of higher education among Mardthas, which com-
menced in 1885 by supporting 2 students, suwpported 48 during the year
under report. The Lingdyat Association’s fund continued to grow, and a second

+ fund was started with the object of lendmg a Lingdyat to Eug[wnd to study for
the CLV)l Service or the bar. 62,729 Mahomedans, or 1,757 thore than in the
previous year, were under instruction in the public institutions. The increase
ocourred in all the Educational Divisions, b'ut was greatest in the Northern and
considérable in the Central Division. ,’.l"he increase in the number of Mahomedans
serving as Deputy Educational Inspectors from 5 $o 10, and the establishment
of special scholarships by Government, Khdn Bahddur K4zi Shibbudin, C.I. E,,
and Mr. Ibrfhim M. Sdydni tended to awaken among the Mahomedans an
interest in education, A predilection for the generdl schools rather than the
special ones established for the race was observable. 9,360 children of the
depressed castes of Hindus and 5,844 of the aboriginal or hill tribes, or 1,091
aad 1,039 more respecmvely than in the previdus year,’sttended public’ institu.
tions,

The various training colleges aund sohools for sehool masters And mistresses
were maintained in a state of efficiency. The mewly established Barton Fomale
Training College at Rdjkot made decided progregs, and was patronized by the
Chiefs of Kithifwsr, whose interest in the institution may be surmised from the

fact that the annual prizes were distributed by the Jimbidi Sghib of Vdnkiner

in the presence of 200 of the leading ladies of Réjkot. The training school at
Hyderabad was raised to the rank of a college. There wasagain 8 decline in the
attendance at the medical schools at Pooua Ahmedabad apd Hyderabad, which
bas been made tkhe subject of specml enquiry. The number of students in the
Bombay Vetenmnqy College rose to 80, including 21 sent by Native States, who
evinee a laudable interest in veteuuary instruotion. The duties connected with
the repression of cattle-disease wére, as in the previous year, undertaken by the
colleze  The arrangements connected with the formation of the Victoria Jubilee
Technical Institute, the progress of the scheme regarding which. was described
j the last report were nearly cowmpleted, the Rxpon Fuud Committee having
3 634—13+¢
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agreed to transfer the funds held by it to the Institute on condition that the
latter should comprise a department designated the Ripon Textile School, and a
home for the Institute having, as already stated, been provided through the
liberality of Sir Dinshéh Mdnekji Petit. The programme of the Institute com-
prehends, for the present, instruction in machine drawing, the use of steam,
theoretical and applied mechanics, and certain branches of physics; and the
object aimed at is quite as much to train the mind in babits of exact reasoning as
to store it with information of scientific and practical value. Of the other institu-
tions for special instruction, 8 small industrial schools started at Moro, Naushahro
and Kandwiro in the Hyderabad Distriet through the efforts of Khén Bahddur
K4dird4d Khin deserve mention. These institutions provide a good training in
the staple industries of the district, and keep touch with the local market by the
sale of the work turned out. The people have subseribed for the schools, and the
local landed gentry have not only volunteered their support, but undertaken
to serve on the school committees. A similar school was started at Umarkot, in
the Thar and Pdrkar district, with private subseriptions.

The North-East Educational Division was abolished during the year. The
standards for primary instruction were revised and adapted more largely to
popular réquirements. The University School Final Examination, when passed
with a vernacular language as the second compulsory sutiect and certain specified
optional subjects, was recognized as qualifying for employment in the lower grades
of the revenue and judicial branches of the public service, and the Government
of India Final Examination for European schools when passed with one of the
vernacular languages as the second language or an optional subject was simmilarly
recognized. 66 scholarships worth Rs. 5 each per mensem, tenable for four years
in secondary and special schools, were offered by Government annually for com-
petition in the different districts of the Presidency, including Bombay, the first
scholarship in each district being open to general competition and the second
and third reserved for candidates belonging to classes backward in E nglish
education, especially Mahomedans.

The total number of publications regxsbered in 1887 was 1,793, or 11 less
than in the previous year. In quality as weli as in quantity the literature of
the year was barely on a footing of equality with that of its predecessor. The
important subjects of Arts and Sciense were still neglected. Light lterature and
religion received much attention as usual, and some was paid to the questions of
the day regarding the marriageable age, and the position and rights of Hindu
women. 67 of the total number of publications were produced by graduates of
the University. The tone of the publications was on the whole unobjection-
able, although a few indecent songs, and a series of letters alleged to have beon
written by N4na Farnavis charging the English with treachery, and publhished
with an introduction describing tlem :s a designing race whose rule had made
the natives vicious and poverty-stricken, were observable m a mass of pious
literature and Jubiles accounts of Her Imperial Majesty’s Life and reign

The number of newspapers published by natives of India increased from
111 to 118 and that of periodicals diminished from 37 to 11. Many of the news-
papers were, however, conducted by persons who were hardly by their educa-
tion, their character, their social position, or their antecedents, qualified to
undertake the responsible duties of journahsts. The Jubilee evoked warm senti-
ments of loyalty and affection towards the Sovereign, which found expression
in the Press. The constitution of the Public Service Commission and the manner
in which it performed its work gave satisfaction on the whole. Innumcrable
suggestions for retrenchment without much attention to figures or detail were
evoked by the appomtment of the Finance Commuittee, prominent among them
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being the proposal to reduce the number and salaries of European officers. The
recornmendations of the Forest Commission were approvad. The old charge
that-the 4bkéri pohcy of Government tended to the spread of ’drunkenness was
reiterated. His Excellency the Governor’s speech at the opening of the Sind
College was applauded, but the proposal to transfer the management of the
Dekkhan College to private agency gave rise to bitter writing, The affairs of
Native States engaged the usual share of attention.

The number of resident members of the Bombay Branch of the Royal them"y mstita.

Asiatic Soclety declined from 157 to 140 ; that of non-resident members was 65, ‘mns'
against 66 in 1886, The hibrary was em‘mhed with a greater number of books
than in the previous year, and the Society received, as usual, presents of coins
from the Government for its numismatic collection. A. cave at Elephanta was
excavated under the Society’s auspices, ond its journal contained some papers
which, besides being learned as usual, were of great interest to the public. The
pumber of members of the Sassoon Mechanics’ Institute again exhibited a large
decline, attributable to the attractions of new libraries, A large number of -
books was added to the library of the Institute, and four very interesting
lectures, which were largely attended by the public, were delivered. Some
progress was made with the augmentation of the Lecture Hall Building Fund.
The Gujardti Dnydn Prasdrak Mandli also did very useful work in the propa-
gation of knowledge. Seven interesting lectures on subjects connected with
literature, science and art were delivered in theevernacular under its auspices,
and were well attended by the public. The work done by the Bombay Medical
and Physical Society showed that the medical profession of Bombay had kept
pace with the most advanced practice and literature of the day.

The Victoria and Albert Museum at Bombay was originally intended t0 Musenms.

be en economic and not a natural history museum. The present Curator, J
De D. Macdonald, has, however, added to it a mnatural history division, and
brought it to as high a stage of perfection as was possible with the scanty funds
at his Qisposal. This division as well as the anthropological division received
numorous valuable additiond during the year 1887-88, the chief of which was
the collection of Indian drugs and econemic products made by the Government
of Bombay in conjunction with the Government of India for the Indian and
Colonial Exhibition. The museum was open to the public for 813 days against
295 in 1886-87, and was visited by 586,228 persons sgainst 674,327 in the
previous year. The decrease was attributable to certain changes in the hours
at which tho museum was kept open.

The Archaological Survey of Wastern India devoted its attention almost Archaology.
exclusively to the city and auburbs of Bijipur and the surrounding villages, which
abound in the magnificent monuments of the Adil Sh4hi kings and their nobles.
Drawings were made and photographs taken of these remains so far as they have
escaped the ravages of time and the destructive hands of the Marith4s, and
impressions were obtained of the insoriptions which were found among them in
Arabic, Persian, Devandgari and XKdnaress. The tombs and mosques, palaces
and fortifications, water-works and wells which form these remains, unrivalled
throughout Western India by any other relics of Muhammadan power save those
at Alunedabad, all underwont a careful research, and materials were collected
for an exhaustive account of the archwology and architecture of Bijapur. The
newly excavated cave at Elephanta was also reported upon by the Survey,
Buddbistic remains near the Borivli Railway station in Silsette were inspected,
and thé groups of dolmens near the village of Konnur, in the Dharwar District,
reported upon. The close of the year found the Survey engaged in preparing
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the manuscript of a report on the Chilukyan architccture of the Dhdrwdr
district .
The permanent strength of the ccclesiastical establishment of the Established
Church of England was the same 1 1887-88 as 1o the preceding year, but owing
to incidental circumstances the effective strength could not be maintained as
steadily as was to be desired. The church at Kolhapur was consecrated during
the year. The strength of the Established Church of Scotland was the same
as in previous years.

The Stationery Deparfpaept received during 1887-88 European stores worth
Rs. 1,86,985, and Jadian sbores \..x\'q'th Rs. 1,381,715, and issued the former to
the value of Rs. 1,66,030, and thb_ﬁigwr to that of Rs. 1,26,477. The substitu-
tion of country-made. fo E!T_%pea.n‘&r"ticles was continued with great advantags
Blue-black ink, of “'rh’ 2 ﬂozeé-ﬁgttles procured from Furope used to cost
Rs. 9-7-2, was purchasedaduring efif year at Rs. 5.8-0 for the same quantity,
and arrangements have beaq, yade since the close of the year to obtam it at
the still lower. rate of Rs. 2-14-0 from a new firm of manufacturers—Messrs.
Sharafali and Hormasji of Bombay. The opening of the Reay Mills at Poorna
rendered 1t possible to direct the purchase of paper of a variety of kinds—
chiefly for printing and packing purposes—from them to the estimated yearly
value of Rs, 1,79,815. The value of the country-made stationery substituted
during the year for stationery of European manufacture was Rs 1,21,988 against
Rs. 82,946 in 1886-87, and Rs. 89,625 in 1885-86¢; and the resulting gan to
Government was Rs. 58,291 against Rs. 42,649 in the previous year, and
Rs. 10,555 in the year before that. ,

The year’s operations of the Government Central Press at Bombay showed
a mnet profit of Rs.B36,886, those of the Commissioner in Sind’s Press at
Karichi of Rs. 4,705, and those of the Government Photozincographic Office
at Poona of Rs. 19,541. The rates of printing charged by the Central Press
were lowered during the year, and the charge for the detention of proof-sheets
abolished. A committee was appointed to consider and report upon the com-
parative cost of printing at the Press and in the open markel, and, after full
consideration of the report of the committes, (fovernment resolved upon the
retention of the Press as a measure conducive 1o econowy. The Press was
transferred, immediately after the close of the year, to the Hydraulic Press
building already referred to above,



