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PREFACE

Tuis book needs only brief introduction. It attempts
to tell the story of the origin of the Evolution idea in
Ionia, and, after long arrest, of the revival of that idea
in modern times, when its profound and permanent
influence on thought in all directions, and, therefore, on
human relations and conduct, is apparent.

Between birth and revival there were the centuries
of suspended animation, when the nepenthe of dogma
drugged the reason ; the Church teaching, and the laity
mechanically accepting, the sufficiency of the Scriptures
and of the General Councils to decide on matters which
lie outside the domain of both. Hence the necessity
for particularising the causes which actively arrested
advance in knowledge for sixteen hundred years.

In indicating the parts severally playe.d” ‘in the
Renascence of Evolution by a small group of illustrious
men, the writer,. through the courtesy of Mr. Herbert
Spencer, has been permitted to see the original docu-.
ments, which show that the theory of Evolution as a

whole—tz.e,, as dealing with the non-living, as well as
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the living, contents of the Universe—was formulated by
Mr. Spencer in the year preceding the publication of .
the Origin of Species.

RoseEMoNT, TUFNELL PARK, LoNDON, N.
24tk December, 1896.
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Association.
The ¢ Spirit of Rationalism.”

Tie {:rcvalence of the * spirit of Rationalism,” as Mr, Lecky has called it, is one of
the chief features distinguishing modern from medizval thought and life. This
spmt has p-rmcated all nations and all classes comprised in the world of Western
civilisation. It is not any definite and reasoned doctrine, but simply a sceptical
attitude towards magic and miracles, assumptions of occult power and insight on thc
part of men, and alleged divine interferences.

We believe that this spmt of Rationalism is closely connected with the progress
of modemn science and critical research. ‘The * spirit ” assumes unconsciously and
as a general, practical rule that uniformity of nature which science and research
repcatedly prove to exist in particular cases. In other words, it assumes that
exceptional occurrences are due to unfamiliar combinations of familiar conditions,
and do not require superhuman conscious agency to account for them. Dut the
spirit of Rationalism is, after all, only a mental tendency. As such, it is liable to
exist in the modern mind side by side with the supernaturalism of a pre-scientific
age. It does so rouspicuously under present-day Protestantism. Most Protestants
are Rationalists iu their attitude towards contemporary instances of alleged miracle
and inspiration. They are Rationalists in their attitude towards the sacred literatures
of Buddhists, Brahmans, Parsees, and Mohammedans, and towards the distinctive
teachings of the Church of Rome. As regards the narrative and theology contained
in the Bible, however, they are not Rationalists, but at best compromisers between
traditional reverence and_scientific inquiry. Thus, while the spirit of Rationalism
is rife, the attempt 10 raise Rationalism into a consistent rule of the intellectual life
is extremely unpopular, having to face both active opposition and widespread
indifference,  That, nevertheless, is the aim of the Rationalist Press Association,
Limited.
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Embodiment of the Rationalistic Spirit.

The physical sciences are, within their respective limits, the most consistent
embodiments of the spirit of Rationalism. Astronomy, geology, and biology have
successively broken away from Biblical tradition. They have become genuine
sciences through an exercise of the freest and most serious inquiry, combined with
the expectation of discovering natural uniformities where men formerly saw nothing
but supernatural mysteries. But the special sciences belong primarily to specialists.
What the average thinking man requires is a good synopsis of the object-matter and
results of science, an insight into its nature and methods, and a habit of mind which
will enable him to form sensible and serviceable judgments as to the many questions
which cannot yet (and perhaps never can) be decided with scientific accuracy.

Thus the spirit of Rationalism has necded to embody itself, not only in science
and exact research, but in certain types of human thought which form, as it were,
the atmosphere of science. Among the more highly-cultivated intellects it has given
rise to the various schools of modern philosophy. Among the people and ccrtain
of their democratic leaders it has given rise to the various parties of modern
Freethought. Philosophy is, on the whole, somewhat conservative, although it is
far more anxious to conserve the wide outlook of Plato and Aristotle than the
theology of Paul and Augustine. The tendency of popular Freethought is more
revolutionary and impatient for a new start in human i1deas. With the spread of
education and democracy, however, these two types of advanced thought must
increasingly coalesce. In coalescing, Freethought should gain breadth of view and
lose the “scoffing” habit which only hardens foes and alienates many who would
otherwise be friends. Philosophy, on the other hand, should gain a certain down-
rightness and relation to practical life which it generally lacks, and at the same time
learn to relinquish such speculations as are not even possessed of probability in the
light of experience and science. To temper Freethought with philosophy, and to
assist in freeing philosophy from all academic trammels and fanciful excrescences,
are among the objects for which the R. P. A. has been formed.

The Limits of Compromise.

The semi-philosophic works which have acquired wide popularity in recent years
are those which have set forth some new compromise (or what has really amounted
to a compromise) between certain tenets of Christianity and certain views of
modern science. We believe that this accommodating spirit, though a long way in
advance of the spirit of sheer intolerance, lags equally far behind the philosophic
spirit of truth seeking.

Compromise is inevitable, and, to a certain extent, salutary, in politics. This is
because political measures have to be adjusted to the existing views of the most
influential body of citizens, no matter whether those views be sound or the reverse.
But the very fact which makes compromisc legitimate in politics makes it illegitimate
as regards religious and abstract social questions. Thus a consistent Rationalism is
the direct antithesis, the uncompromising rejection, of that religious faith which deems
it necessary to accept traditional and reputedly sacred opinions, without seriously
inquiring into their evidential value. In saying this, we do not, of course, mean
that all traditional religious opinions are necessarily to be rejected, nor do we
pretend to be in a position to teach the whole philosophy of Rationalism. That is
still in the making, -and it is that which the R.P.A. must help, directly or
indirectly, to make. Our contention is that the appeal to experience and
reason roust alone decide what elements of traditional Ckristianity are worthy
to be retained, and that theological dogmas and scriptural prejudices must bLe
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allowed no more influence over the philosophic thinker than has the legend
of creation contained in the book of Genesis over the present-day astronomer or
geologist.

A?ter careful consideration, aided by the advice of several well'known thinkers,
the following definition of Rationalism has been adopted and embodied in the
Memorandum of Association :— ’

“ Rationalism may be defined as the mental attitude which unreservedly accepts
the supremacy of reason and aims at establishing a system of philosophy and
ethics verifiable By - experience and independent of all arbitrary assumptions or
authority.”

In making direct mention of ethics we wish to accentuate the fact that the philosophy
of Rationalism cannot fail to have important bearings on human conduct, which
will, we believe, be far more beneficent in the long run than those of traditional
theology.

The Need of Propaganda.

Although the spirit of Rationalism has permeated the Protestant clergy, con-
forming and non-conformist alike, and, in many cases, the preachers are more
liberal-minded than their flocks, professional needs naturally make them, as a body,
hostile to Rationalism in any consistent shape. They and their lay supporters spare
neither pains nor money n promulgating views which, though differing widely
according to the church or sect from which they proceed, agree in attributing
unique authority and surpassing excellence to the Christian religion, and defending,
rather than dispassionately inquiring into, its supposed essentials. Many powerful
associations, among which the Religious Tract Society and the Society for Promoting,
Christian Knowledge are perhaps the most widely known, are carried on largely with
the object of vindicating Christian tradition against Rationalist criticism. ~

Philosophic Rationalists, on the other hand, have been disposed to trust to the
progress of science and the ultimate triumph of truth, and have made comparatively
little effort to propagate their opinions. It is believed that the R.P.A. will
be a means of arousing and directing the energies of such torpid sympathisers.
Concerted action among Rationalists was never more needed than now, in
face of the present widespread reaction towards relatively irrational beliefs
and practices. This reaction shows itself in the disposition to assert the
sufficiency of instinct and sentiment, as well as to magnify the claims of custom,
ritual, and authority, while making light of reason, evading the duty of critical
inquiry, and ignoring the need of a broad human and scientific outlook, such as
oonstructive philosophic thought alone can give.

The cause of Rationalism cannot be assisted more materially than by promoting
the publication and distribution of works which the organised weight of religious
prejudice, the stolid indifference of the general public to philosophic inquiry, and
the consequent policy of the popular press and the booksellers, all tend to discourage,’
if not to taboo—provided, of course, that such works have intrinsic value.

Publications of the R.: P. A., Ltd.

Works of a serious, and especially those of a seriously philosophie character, are
heavily handicapped in the competition for popular favour. Still more is this the
case when such works soberly advocate unpopular views. The notion that the most
successful books are the best may be partially true as regards works of imagination,
It is very far indeed from being true as regards works of research and reflection.
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In these cases the author has usually to publish the book at his own expense, and,
even should it acquire a steady sale, it is long before the outlay is recouped. If he
cannot make the outlay, the probability is that his book, even though valuable in
its=lf, will never see the light. Recognising these facts, the R. P. A. secks to afford
practical encouragement to authors, and especially young authors, who are capable
of serious research or of hard thinking, and to be a means of bringing their writings
into circulation.

Conditions of Membership.

The Rationalist Press Association, Ltd,, is “a Company Limited by Guarantee,
and not having a Capital divided into shares.” It is a propagandist, not a com-
mercial, undertaking. Each member becomes liable for a sum nof exceeding one
pound, in the case of the Association being wound up; but even should the
nccessity for winding up occur (a highly improbable contingency), it is not likcly
that the members would be called upon for the amount of thcir guarantee, as th.
Directors intend to refrain from embarking on any undertaking for which pecuniary
provision has not been made.

Any person above the age of twenty-one may, with the consent of the Board,
become a member, on payment of an annual subscription of not less than five
skillings. The subscription is payable in advance in the month of January of each
year. A member may, on his own application, retire from the Association upon
giving one month’s previous notice in writing to the Secretary. LEvery member may
vote, in person or by proxy, at any General Meeting of the Association. A member
will receive a copy of each new publication of the Association, post free, provided
the total value of the publications forwarded during the year docs not exceed the
amount of his or her subscription for that year.

Donations and Bequests.

It is hoped that all who are in fact Rationalists will give their open support to
the Association, and take part so far as possible in its mecctings ; but sympathisers
who do not wish to be incorporated as members, or who prefer to conceal their
identity, can aid the funds by informal annual subscriptions or special donatiuns,
strict confidence being observed when desired. Donations, no matter how small,
will be welcome from members who can spare such sums at the present time, but
do not care to include them in the amount of their annual subscription.

Rationalists and sympathisers with Rationalism should, when making their wills,
bear in mind the work which the Association is doing. As a legally-constituted
body, having stringent rules to prevent any possible misapplication of funds, it is
eminently fitted to carry out the wishes or instructions of persons who bequcath
sums of money for specified objects—literary, scientific, or educational —which are in
accord with its general principles. A suggested form of bequest will be sent to any
applicant.

_For further particulars address—The Secretary, CHARLES E. Hoorrr,
17, Joknsow's Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C



ADVERTISEMENTS

Now Ready, Cloth, ss. post free.

The Faith of an Agnostic;

OR, FIRST ESSAYS IN RATIONALISM.
By GEORGE FORESTER.

The author essays to set forth in simple language what he conceives to be the position of the
modern Agnostic.  lle is at pains to point out that the Agnostic position is not merely a negative
one, but involves the positive assertion of truth within the limits ome knowable. The book is at
once s defence of those who reject the supernaturalism of what the author styles * Church Christianity,”
and & cordial invitation to all those who have not given thought to these great questions to do so with
an open mind,

CoNTENTS.

Introductory The Possible Behind the Veil

The O!d Enigma Not what is Satisfying, but what is True

The Conflict ‘g:lween Science and Religiun Thoaghts in a Meac-market

An Object Lesson The [mmaterial :

The Persistence of Dogmatic Theology Social Evolution: A Study in Pseudo-science

A Man-made Marvel Some OWS Riddles .
- An After Life

# The author’s position Is well.u\d.dcmly defended, ** Ably reasoned, and stated with an engaging liveli-
and he wiites with an evident y thag d S
tespect. "—Liverpool Mercury. c " '5“"‘“1, yot 80t sealously propagandist. “—Lilevery

wide.

Naw anD Revisep EpiTioN Now Rzapy,

Thé Logic of Death.

Bv G. J. HOLYOAKE.

This pamphlet Is now issued in two editions——one without cover at §d., or by post §34d.; the other
with cover, on superior paper, at 8d., or by post 8 }4&

Cloth 18, pet, by po;lo::.sﬂd; paper 6d. net, by Just Issued, price 2d., by post 23d.

On the. Progress of CHRIS’H ANITY
-LIBERTY OF THOUGHT | -

AND
During Queen Victoria’s Relgn. BUDDHISM
By CONSTANCE E. PLUMPTRE. By LUDWIG BOCHNER

(Author of ** Force and Matier®)

A Cro‘;lnp;:r.iut;ln betwee: ge Religions Tolera. N
tion of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries This essay Is especially suited for wide ci
—Rationalising Influences within the Churches | tion, being i{mmctive n{her than argsgfex?::vl:
during Queen Victoria’s Reign—Digression on | 25 copies or more will be supplied at the rate of
the Passing Wave of Religious Reaction—On the | one penny each, carriage to be paid by par.
Full Development of Rationalism beyond the | chaser. The carriage on 2§ copies is 4d ]:zd
Churches during Queen Victoria's Reign. for each subsequent a§ copies 2d. e

AGENTS FOR THE RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCIATION, LIMITED:
WATTS & CO,, 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C
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Now Ready. Price 6s. net, by post 6s. 4d.

Short History of Christianity.

By JOHN M. ROBERTSON.

CONTENTS.

Part I.—Primitive Christianity

CHAPTER I.—THE BEGIXNINGS.

Documentary Clues—The Earliest Christian
Sects—Personality of the Nominal Founder—
Myth of the Twelve Apostles—Primary Forms
of the Cult—Rise of Gentile Chnstism—
Growth of the Christ Myth.,

CHAPTER I1.—-THE ENVIRONMENT.

Social and Mental Conditions i the Roman
Empire—Jewish Orthodoxy—Jewish Sects:
the Essenes—Gentile Cults —Ethics : Popular
and Philosophic.

CHAPTER III.—CONDITIONS OF SURVIVAL.

Popular Appeal—Economic Causation—Or-
ganisation and Sacred Books—Concession and
Fixation—Cosmic Philosophy.

Part II.—Christianity from the Second
Century to the Rise of Moham-
medanism,

CHAPTER 1.—ScoPE AND CHARACTER OF THE
UNESTABLISHED CHURCH.

Numbers and Inner Life—Growth of the
Priesthood—The Gnostic Movement in the
Second Century—Marcionism and Montanism
—Rites and Ceremonies—Strifes over Primary
Dogma.

CHAPTER IL.—RRLATIONS OF CHURCH AND
STATE. .

Persecutions — Establishment and Creed-
Making — Reaction under Juliatn—Re-estab-
lishment ¢ Disestablishment of Paganism.

CHAPTER IIL—FAILURE WITH SURVIVAL.

The Overthrow of Arianism—The Cost of
Orthodoxy—Moral and Intellectual Stagnation
~The Social Failure,

Part 111.—Medleval Christianity.

CHAPTER [.—~EXPANSION AND URGANISATION,

Position in the Seventh Century—Methods
of Expansion—Growth of the Papacy.

CHarTer IL—RELIGIOUS EVvOLUTION AND
STRIFE.

Growth of Idolatry and Polytheism—Doc-
trines of the Eucharist, Purgatory, and Cun.
fession—Rationalistic Heresies—Anti-clerwal
Heresies.

CHAPTER I1I.—~THE SociaL LiFE AND STRUC-
TURE.

The Clergy, Regular and Secular—The
Higher Theology and its Effects—Christianity
and Feudalisn—Influence of the Crusades.

CHArTER IV.—~THE INTELLECTUAL Lire.

Superstition and Intolerance—The Inquisi-
tion—Classic Survivals and Saracen Contacls
—Religion and Art,

CHAPTER V.—BYZANTINE CHRISTIANITY,

Part IV.—Modern Christianity.

CHAPTER I.—THB REFORMATION,

Moral and Intellectual Forces—Political and
Economic Forces—Social and Political Kesults
—Inteliectual Results.

CHAPTER II.—PROGRESS OF ANTI-CHRISTIAN
THOUGHT.
The Physical Sciences— Philosaphy, Cosmic
and Moral—Biblical and Historical Criticism.
CuarTER IIL—POPULAR ACCEPTANCE.
Catholic Christianity — Protestant Chris-
tianity—Greek Christianity.
CuapTER IV.—THS® RELATION TO PRrOGRESS.
Moral InfAuence—Intellectual Influence—
Conclusion and Prognosis.

SYNOPSIS OF LITERATURE. InDex.

AGENTS FOR THE RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCIATION, LIMITED : ’
WATTS & CO,, 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.



ADVERTISEMENTS

PROFESSOR BUCHNER'S LAST WORK.

CHEAP EDITION NOW READY.

LAST WORDS ON MATERIALISM

AND KINDRED SUBJECTS.
By PROFESSOR LUDWIG BUCHNER.

With Portrait of the Author and a Blographical Sketeh by his brother,
Prorxssor ArLex BUcHNER.

Price 2s. net, by post 2s. 10d.

Immediately before his death in 1899 Prorxssor BGCHNER gathered together the many essays
in which he had defended and developed his views, and left them for publication under the title of
Im Dienste der Wakrhelt. The essays have now been translated into English by Mr. Joszrs

" McCABE, under the title of Last i¥ords em Materialism. Many of these papers deal, as the title
indicates, with the absorbing question of Materialism ; but light is thrown epon it from all sides of
science and philosophy, and a number of ethical and historical questions are included.

The Education Bill and Religious Equality.

Just Published, price 6d. net, by post 8d.; cloth, 1s. net, by post 1s. 3d.

The Bible in School.

A QUESTION OF ETHICS.

Bv J. ALLANSON PICTON
(Formerly M.P. for Leicester, and one of the first members of the London School Board).

This is a stirring appeal on a question of vast political and social importance to Bnglishmen
Mr. Picton maintains that the present Bible teaching in Board schools practically amounts to the
teaching of dogmas common to the Evangelical sects. It is unfair to such ratepayers as disbelieve
those dogmas ; demoralising to such teschers as, secretly doubting the evangelical view, are coa-
strained to hide their doubts ; injurious to the children themsclves in many ways. In a conspicrous
notice of the booklet the Litevary World observes: *‘ Mr. Picton has in his pamphlet done much
more than argue the question as to Bible teaching in Board schools. Incidentally he has discussed
the condition of the Christian religion at the present day in the light of the advances made in Biblical
criticism, and to many minds his conclusions and the inevitable inferences to be drawn from them are
startling indeed.”

AGENTS FOR THR RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCIATION, LIMITED:
WATTS & CO., 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.



ADVERTISEMENTS

With Music, cloth gilt, 8vo., 238 pp., price 3s., by post 3s. 4d.

Hymns of Modern Thought.

EDITED BY THE MUSICAL EDITOR OF * ETHICAL SONGS.”

A Collection of 206 poems embodying moral aspiration without theological
dogma.

Intended for the use of Ethical and Rationalistic Societies, Labour Churches, ete.

The Music of

the first 189 poems is adapted for congregational use; while the I1TyMNs and ANTHRMS forming

the last partof the book are more suitable for those services which are assisted hy a choir.

The

tunes are partly oriyinal, partly selected from those of well-known Church composers.

‘‘ ....The poems have heen admirably chosen..... An
admirable addition to existing compiiations of the kind,
which should find more and more favour as time goes on,
and hymns of the more distinctively sectarian and theo-
lugica{(vpe become less and less conprruous with the intel.
lectual t=ndencies of the day.”— W estminster Gaseite.

' A bandsomely-printed and tastefully-presented bo: k,
likely to win_the interest of a goodly number of people.
....Many of Miss Trcup's tunes are singularly well
adapted to the words with which she connects them.
This is especially the case when she has to deal with some
unusual metres.”—Literary World,

“This is an admirable bymn-bock, made vp on a
novel plan.,...Has a better chance of cathlicny than
those hymnaries have which represent any furm of deno-
minationalism ; for it excludes nothing but dugma, and
the feclings which its beautiful songs stir ere common
to those whom denominations disunite.”— 3ot man.

' An attempt, and a clever one, in a dirertion in
which something will have to be done ere long, if hymn-
ology is to keep pace with mcdern devetopments of i
gious thought and fecling..... The melodies are generally
guod and well-chosen.” —~Churchuoman.,

In Three Parts, price 1s. each, by post 1s. 2d.; the three post free 3s. 4d.

Every=day Songs.

MUSIC BY E. JOSEPHINE TROUP.
A Collection of forty-six two-part Songs, with Planoforte Accompaniment.
For Boys and Girls, in three books, of which the first is intended for senints, the second for

children somewhat younger, and the third for juniors.

The words have been specially selected for

the use of Liberal Schools and Ethical Classes, and, though simple, are worthy to hold a place in
a child’s memory. Such well-known pieces (among Ethical circles) as ** The City of Lig:ht,"
*¢ Raise your Standard, Brothers,” ¢ Spring Song,” ‘‘ Echoes,” and * Teil Me, Pretty Daisy,” are
included in the series, and the music is bright and tuneful.

Each number may be obtained separately.

An edition is to be had sin the tonic-solfa notation.

JUST OUT, price 1s. 6d. net, by post 1s. 8d.

An Ethical Calendar.

WITH A PRAC;I‘ICAL THOUGHT FOR EVERY DAY
IN THE YEAR.

‘“ An admirable collection of the wise sayings
Cisome of the wisest in all ages. These
“inou S for every day are taken frein the Scrip-
‘tures,4from poets, philosophers, and sages of
our own, and of past times. The compilation
has™ beerd made with great discrimination, and
after much research, and the book will afford
Pleasure and profit to all who choose to look

into it.  Men and women would be all the
better if they pondered over the thought allotied
to each day as one of the earliest dulies of that
day.”—Leicester Chronicle.

‘¢ Chosen with more than ordinary success in
putting together so many morsels of wisdom,”~
Scotsman,

London : Warts & Co., 17, Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C.



AD{/ER')')SEMENZ‘S

1o.

ETHICS.

1o.

AN ORGAN OF THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT.

A Critical and Constructive Weekly Journal for
Rationalists.

In the remarkable decay of dugmatic beliefs
in our day there must be thousands who would
appreciate an entirely unsecturian—both in the
religious and political sense——weekly journal.
P'ractically our whole periodical literature may
he divided into two classes—the entertalning
and the propagandist. Buat the constructive
jurnals are always published in the interest of
some definite political, or economic, or religious

 bdy, Thereisa cryinF need for a journal that
will survey the events of the week and the prob-
Jems of the hour from the sole point of view of
moral principle. It is the aim of EtHics to
supply this want.

‘ment. It contains articles every

ETHICS is also an organ of the Ethical Move-
week by the
chief lecturers of the Movement in illustration
or construction of ethical principles. It has no
dogmas except the belicfp that we can prumote
character and conduct by purely human and
natural means, without any reference to super-
natural beliefs. Several columns in each issue
are devoted to the work of the Ethical Socictics,
and there is a complete list of the Sunday
lectures at all the Societies in London and the
provinces.

A SPECIMEN COPY WILL BE SENT POST FRER
ON RECEIPT OF A REQUEST FOR ONK.

Price One Penny Weekly,
with postage, 334d.; or (including postage) 3s. 3d. per half year, 6s. 6d. per year.

P'ublished by Tr ETHicAL WorLD PusLisuing Co., LTD., 17, Johnson's Court, Fleet Strect, E.C.

Now: ReADy, cloth, price zs., by post 2s. 3d.

The Children’s Book
Moral Lessons.

Ey F. ]J. GOULD.

Second Series: Kindness—Work and Dui‘y.

\Q&ples of the First Series, uniform with the Second, may still be had, price
2s., by post 2s. 8d. The Two Serles post free 4s. 4d.

AGENTS FOR THE RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCIATION, LTD.:
WATTS & CO,, 17, JOHINSON’S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.

2s. 6d. net., by post 2s. 9d.

THE ROADMAKERS, AND OTHER POEMS.
By HARROLD JOHNSON.
The volume includes * The House of Life,” a collection of poems sugpested by the symbolical

paintings of G. F. Watts, R.A.; * The Angelus,” ** The Sower,” *‘ The

Gleaners,” etc.,

suggested by paintings of J. F. Millet; impressions of Shakespeare’s women, and
many other poems. It is prefaced by an appreciative note from Mr. G. F. Watts,

London : WatTs & Co., 17, Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, E.C.



ADVERTIS=MENTS

UNION OF ETHICAL SOCIETIES,

Headquarters :—19, BUCKINGHAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
Secretary : Miss FLORENCE WINTERBOTTOM.

THE GENERAL Ai1MS OF THE UNION ARE :—

(a) By purely natural and human means to help men to love, know, and do the right.
(8) To emphasise the moral factor in all personal, social, political

, national, and
international relations.

(c) To afirm that moral ideas and the moral life are independent of belichs as to

the ultimate nature of things and as to a life after death.
(d) To assist in developing the science of ethics.

The following Societies belong to the Union of Ethical Societics, and hold regular weekly meetings: —

Society.

The South London
Ethical Society.

The East London
Ethical Scciety.

The West London
Ethical Society.

The St, Pancras
Ethical Society.

The Battersea
Ethical Society.

The Greenwich
Ethical Society,

The Wimblledon
Jothical Society.

The Forest Gate
Ethical Church.

The Hampstead
Ethical Institute.

The Belfast
Ethical Scciety.

The Birmingham
Labeur Church.

The Bolton
Labour Church.

The Hanley
Labour Church.
The Hyde
Labour Church.

The West Bromwich
Labour Church,

Place and Time of Meeting.

Surrey Masonic Hall,

Camberwelt New Road, S.E.

Sunday, 7 p.m.
Bromley Vestry Hall,
Bow Road, E.
Sunday, 7 p.in.
Kensington Town Hall,
Kensington, W.
Sunday, 11.152.m.
Stanley Hall,
Junction Road, 'N.
Sunday, 11.15 a.m.
Upper Town Hall,
Lavender Hill, S.W.
Sunday, tr.15a.m.

22, Croom’s Hill,
Greenwich, S.E,
Sunday, 7.15 p.m.
6, Broadway, Wimbledon.
Sunday, 7 p.m.

Earlham Hall (close to)
R. & M.& L. T.5. Ry. Sts.
Sunday, 7 p.m.

Tire Conservatoire,
Swiss Cottage,
Sunday, 135 am.
York Street Lecture Hail,
Belfast.

Sunday, 3.45 p.m.
Bristol Street Board Schools.
Sunday, 6.30 p.m.

Central Hal!, Acresfield.
Sunday, 6.30 p.m.
Ternperance Hall.
Sunday, 6.30 p.m.

George Street, Hyde.
Sunday, 3.30 and 6.3c p.m.
The FPeople's Hall,
Lower High Street.
Sunday, 6.30 p.m.

Secretary.

Mr. Harrold Johnson,
Lindsey Road,
Worcester Park, Surrey.
M. G. Spiller,
<4, Prince of Wales Road,
Battersea Park, S.W.
Mr. W, Sanders,
18, Brynmaer Raad,
Battersea Park, 5. W,
Mr. G. A. Smith,
Dartmouth Park Lol ge,
N.W,

M. Plilip Thomas,
.11, Rusham Koad,
Nightingale Lane, 5. W.
Mr. Sam, J. Hoaper,

88, Norman Kuad,
Greeawich, S.E.

Mr. F. Satchiwell,

26, Prince’s Road, Wimbledon,
S.W.

The Secretary,
care ¢f Earlham Hall,
Forest Gate, E.
Miss J. Gowa,
22, Greencroft Gardens.
N.w.

Mr. G. H. Gilliland,
40. St. Tves Gardens,
Stranmilles Road, Beifast,

Mr. F. A. Lacon,
28, Broughton Koad,
Handsworth,

Mr. J.bn W. Duxbary,
315, Elackburn Koad, Holion,
Mr. W, H. Beechener,
13, Smilh Street, Hanley,

T. Lowe
€4, O\apd Sueel h)de.
Mr, Henry Thumps m,
11, Temple Street,
West Bromwich,

For Particulars of Lectures, Classes, and Circulating Library at
' 19, Buckingham Street, address the Secretary.
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IR, BALFOUR’S Arv..

CRITICALLY EXAMINED.

CONTENTS :—

_Science and Theology
Miracles and Natural Law
Philosophy and Rationalism

Preliminary
Philosophic Doubt
Philosophy and Supernaturalism

Rationalism and Ethics Authority and Reason

Freewill and Ethical Sanctions Mzr. Balfour’s Provisional Unification
Rationalism and Art Philosophy and Christianity
Rationalism and Reason Summary of the Argument

Agents for the Rationalist Press Association, Limited :
WaTtTs & Co., 17, Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.

JUST PUBLISHED, 8vo, 3s. 6d. net.

MORAL NERVE

By FURNEAUX JORDAN, F.R.CS.,

Somatime Professor of Anatomy o the Birmingham Royal Society of Artists, Author of “Character as
Seen in Body and Parentage”

AND THE ERROR OF
LITERARY VERDICTS,

All the incidents of intelligent life are theé outcome of living nerve-matter. With the
ascent of weight and complication in the nerve-structures thronghout animal life therc isa
corresponding ascent of intelligence, morals, and emotions. A dog’s brain determines a
dog’s character ; a man’s brain determines a man’s character ; Danish character is based
on Danish nerve ; ngiuh character on Spanish ncrve. Endowments, propensities, tempera-
ments, and so forth, are propertics of the brain. If, for example, there is no poetry-
matter, or eloquence-matter, or music-matter in the brain, there is no poetry, or
cloquence, or music in the character. These truths of Naturalism—which is not neces-
sarily Materialism—are held to be primary, fundamental, and self-evident, yet they are
practically ignored in literature and in current opinion. Illustrations bearing on the question
are cited from Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Mill, Tennyson, Carlyle, Einerson, Goldwin
Smill}l,dTylor, Dill, and others. Speculative thought and technical language are expressly
avoided.

Opinions of thd Press:—

A very able and ve tgow Herald. '* Some of the incidental observations show much shrewd
** Boldly original and remarkably lucid... .Qqn'm' sfier | ness. One of them is 5o excellent &
landan == ° \ iy ‘y

ive book."—C

dpencer and Huxlav . M-

test against what
bas become » ~atchword with hislormof the sixteenth

srinciple ire y | century that we quote it in full. "~ Gwardias.

bf."};hr or's “We regard Mr. Jordan's paper on the origin of moral

"ﬂlﬁ wale | POTve 35 of overwhelming interest, and we were constantly

o sible, | tempted to turn back to it from the other sections of the
o off —~Literary World.

¢ Plenty of plums and of occasions for critical
pugnndty.'—[itm G'y“lanty

M.4ER, & Co., Paternoster Housc, Charing Cross Road.



;, 6s. :et, by post 6b. Bu.
EDITION -

.utural Religion:

AN INQUIRY INTO THE REALITY OF DIVINE
REVELATION.

Thoroughly Revised and brought up to date by the Author, In some cases
entirely fresh sections being added.

*“ With an admirable enterprise, admirably seconded by the author of Supernatural Keligrion, the
Rationalist Press Association has produced a new and revised edition of that monumcental work in
one volume, at the price of six shillings—a sixth of the cost of the original edition in three volume.,
Audacious as the experiment may seem to some, it will, in all likelihood, be perfectly successiul.
The book thus offered at a low price to the general public has held its rank as a standard work for a
quarter of a century ; and no other writer, I think, has even attempted to compete with it un its
special lines—the collation of all the documentary evidence for and against the claim of the Christian
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles to be the record of a supernatural revelation. England can
hardly be said to be in the forefront of critical research, but in respect of this truly learned and
judicial treatise she has certainly done 2 solid part of the work of rooting out a dclusive tradition......

**To say anything new, at this time of day, of the lcarning massed in Swpernatural Kelrion is
impossible. Few of us, indeed, would venture to assume that our praise in such a case is gool
enough to count. For myself, I can but say that I know of no great critical treatise which follows
up its purpose with such invincible industry, such all-regarding vigilance, such constant soundness of
judgment, such perfect fairness and candour, and such complete command of the whole special litera-
ture of the subject. True to his early devotion of himsell to the single-hearted scarch fue truth,
the author has revised his whole work, bringing it abreast of the latest developments of criticisin
and the latest documentary discoveries...... The book, in short, is a marvel of mere commercial
value, the production of which does honour to the printers no less than to the publishing Associa-
tion. Cheapness and good form cannot be carried further in combination.”

—J. M. ROBERTsON, in ““The Literary Guiite.”

Half morocco, gilt edges, 10s. net, by post 10s. 6d.

¢ The boldest, the brightest, the most varied and informing of any work of the kind
extant.”—G. J. HOLVOAKE (in Preface to British edition).

8o large pages, with wrapper, price 6d., by post 8d.

A New Catechisnr.

By M. 3. MANGASARIAN.,
With Prefatory Note by George Jacob Holyoake.

This work has already attained wide popularity in America, several editions having been dispe
of in a remarkably short space of time. The author is an ex-Preshyterian pastur, who is now
the lecturer of the Independent Relicinus Societs # Mhirapo, and addresses each Sunday
an audience of over twe thousand people. T 11 Ten o, heen
specially revisia and prepared for the English West Brommg p
circulation, is being issued in good style at t :
America the published price, in cloth, is

50c. (two shillinrc",aﬁng Li

brary atl
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" Monthly, 24., by post 23{d., or with Sapplem . _cwuary, o 4
) Annua! Subscription, 2. £4. post free

THE LITERARY

AND RATIONALIST RETIEW.

In addition to reviews of the best books on Religion, Eth.
and Philosophy, each nomber of the Literary Guide conta
expository of Rationalism, frequently from the pens of prominc

SoME Press OPINIONS :—

he Univensity MaGazing says 3 * It is noexaggera-
if we assert that the articles in the Literary Gwide
ol in srerling worth those of all its contemporaries
jonalists wﬂl be proud to toum an independent and
jess literary review of this kind.*
te London Ecxo states that * anyone who desires to
«.quainted with some of the under-currenys of modern
Jﬂy( rumning through an increasing class of new books
# with advantage consult the L/terary Guide.”

The WeekLy Sun remarks ¢
Literary Guide to be comprehen
much we disent from its opinions «.

The LiTemazy WoxLD advises its readers that even
those who are not Rationalists should be i d io the
perusal of the Literary Cuide.

The London STam also testifies that “the Litevary
Gwids contains an admirable survey of current literature
from the Kationalist standpoint.”

The whole of the numbers for the past year may be obtair.ed, handsomely bound in cloth,
price 4s. 6d., carriage paid.

Specimen Copy Post Free.

London : WarTs & Co., 17, Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C.

a3, 6d. net, by post 2s. 10d.

EASY QUTLINE OF EVOLUTION,

By DENNIS HIRD
{Warden of Ruskin Hall, Oxford).

Test possible language and referring to the latest researches, this work s
~ aid the busE general reader to grasp the arguments in favour of
volution as they now stand.

CONTENTS :—

* Family

Nafural Selection

Sexual Selection
Difticulties of the Theorv
Facts whichonly F

The Evolutie

How is O-
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sophical Classics, ete. '

The Religion of Science. By Paul Carus.

1s. 6d.

Three Introductory Lectures on the
Science of Thought. By F. Max
Miiller, 1s. 6d.

Three Lectures on the Science of Lan-
guage. By I'. Max Miiller. 1s. 6d.

The Diseases of Personality. By Th.
Ribot. 1s. 6d.

The Psychology of Attention. By Th.
Ribot. 1s. 6d.

The Nature of the State. By Paul Carus.

9d.
On Double Consciousness. By Alfred
Binet. 9d.
I"undn.mentn,l Problems. ByPaul Carus.

373 p

s, 6d.
The Gospel of Buddha. By Paul Curus.

Pmner of Philosophy. By Paul Carus.

1s. 6d.

The Redemptlon of the Brahman: A
Novel. By R. Garbe. 1s. 6d.
On Germinal Selection. By August

Weismann. 1s.

6d.

Popular Scientific Lectures. By Ernst
Mach, 2s. 6d.
Ancient India: Its Language and Rali-
~ions. By H. Oldenberg. 1s. 6d.
Prophets of Israel. By C. H.
1s. 6d.

Y
W

of
~rbe.

Ancient India. By
1s. 6d.
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