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PREFACE 

Tills book needs only brief introduction. It attempts 

to tell the story of the origin of the Evolution idea in 

Ionia, and, after long arrest, of the revival of that idea 

in modern times, when its profound and permanent 

influence on thought in all directions, and, therefore, on 

human relations and conduct, is apparent. _ 

Between birth and revival there were the centuries 

of suspended animation, when the nepenthe of dogma 

drugged the reason; the Church teaching. and the laity 

mechanicany accepting, the sufficiency of the Scriptures 

and of the General Councils to decide on matters which 

lie outside the domain of both. Hence the necessity 

for particularising the causes which actively arrested 

advance in knowledge for sixteen hundred ye.a~s. 

In indicating the parts severally played :inthe 

Renascence of Evolution by a small group of illustrious 

men, the writer, through the courtesy of Mr. Herbert 

Spencer, has been permitted to see the original docu .. , 

ments, which show that the theory of Evolution as a 

whole-i. I.. as dealing with the non-living. as well as 
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the living, contents of the Universe-was formulated by 

Mr. Spencer in the year preceding the publication of. 

the Origin of Species. 

ROSEMONT, TUFNEI.L PARK, LONDON, N. 
I4th December, J 8r;6. 
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A Brief Statement of the Objects and Methods of the 
Association. 

The .. SpIrIt or Ratlonallsm." 
THE prevalence of the" spirit of Rationalism," as Mr. Lecky has called it, is one of 
the chief features distinguishing modern from medi:eval thought and life. This 
spirit has permeated all nations and all classes comprised in the world of Western 
Civilisation. It is not any definite and reasoned doctrine, but simply a iceptical 
altitude towards magic and miracles, assumptions of occult power and insight on the 
part of men, and alleged divine interferences. 

We believe that this spirit of Rationalism is closely connected with the progress 
of modem science and critical research. The" spirit" assumes unconsciously and 
as a general, practical· rule that uniformity of nature which science and research 
repeatedly prove to exist in particular cases. In other words, it assumes that 
exceptional occurrences are due to unfamiliar combinations of familiar conditions, 
and do not require superhuman conscious agency to account for thelll. nut the 
spirit of Rationalism is, after all, only a mental tendency. As such, it is liable to 
exist in the modem mind side by side with the supernaturalism of a pre-scientific 
age. It does so "OJ;~picuously under present-day Protestantism. Most Protestants 
arc Rationalists h. tllCir attitude towards contemporary instances of alleged miracle 
and inspiration. They are Rationalists in theirattitude towards the sacred literatures 
of Buddhists, Brahmans, Parsees, and Mohammedans, and towards the distinctive 
tcachings of the Church of Rome. As regards the narrative and tht:Ology contained 
in the Bible, however, they are not Rationalists, but at best compromisers between 
traditional reverence and scientific inquiry. Thus, wrule the spirit of Rationalism 
is rife, the attempt \0 raise Rationalism into a consistent rule of the intellectual life 
is extremely unpopular, having to face both active opposition and .. ·idesprt:ad 
indilfcn:nce. That, ul:vertheles:;. is the aim of the Rationalist Fr.:ss &"SOCioltion" 
Limited. 
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Embodiment or the Rationalistic Spirit. 
The physical sciences are, within their respective limits, the most consistent 

embodiments of the spirit of Rationalism. Astronomy, geology, and biology have 
successively broken away from Biblical tradition. They have become genuine 
sciences through an exercise of the freest and most serious inquiry, combined with 
the expectation of discovering natural uniformities where men formerly saw nothing 
but supernatural mysteries. But the special sciences belong primarily to specialists. 
What the average thinking man requires is a good synopsis of the object-matter and 
results of science, an insight into its nature and methods, and a habit of mind which 
will enabl'! him to form sensible and serviceable judgments as to the many questions 
which cannot yet (and perhaps never can) be decided with scientific accuracy_ 

Thus the spirit of Rationalism has needed to embody itself, not only in science 
and exact research, but in certain types of human thought which form, as it were, 
the atmosphere of science. Among the more highly-<:ultivated intellects it ha~ gi"cn 
rise to the various schools of modem philosophy. Among the people and ccrt.lin 
of their democratic leaders it has given rise to the various parties of modern 
Freethought. Philosophy is, on the whole, somewhat conservative, although it is 
far more anxious to conserve the wide outlook of Plato and Aristotle than the 
theology of Paul and Augustine. The tendency of popular Freethought is mort: 
revolutionary and impatient for a new start in human ideas. With the spread of 
education and democracy, however, these two types of advanc4td thought must 
increasingly coalesce. In coalescing, Freethought should gain breadth of view and 
lose the II scoffing" habit which only hardens foes and alienates many who would 
otherwise be friends. Philosophy, on the other hand, should gain a certain down­
rightness and relation to practical life which it generally lacks, and at the same time 
learn to relinquish such speculations as are not even possessed of probability in the 
light of experience and science. To temper Freethought with philosophy, and to 
assist in freeing philosophy from all academic trammels and fanciful excrescences, 
are among the objects for which the R. P. A. has been formed. 

The Limits or Compromise. 
The semi-philosophic works which have acquired wide popularity in recent yean 

are those which have set forth some new compromise (or what has really amounted 
to a compromise) between certain tenets of Christianity and certain views of 
modem science. We believe that this accommodJting spirit, though a long way in 
advance of the spirit of sheer intolerance, lags equally far behind the philosophic 
spirit of truth seeking. 

Compromise is inevitable, and, to a certain extent, salutary, in politics. This is 
because political measures have to be adjusted to the existing views of the most 
influential body of citizens, no matter whether those views be sound or the reverse. 
But the very fact which makes compromise legitimate in politics makes it illegitimate 
as regards religious and abstract social questions. Thus a consistent Rationalism is 
the direct antithesis, the uncompromising rejection, of that religious faith which deems 
it necessary to accept traditional and reputedly sacred opinions, without seriously 
inquiring into their evidential value. In saying this, we do not, of course, mean 
that all traditional religious opinions are necessarily to be rejected, nor do we 
°Pretend to be in a position to teach the whole philosophy of Rationalism. That is 
still in the making, -and it is that which the R_ P_ A. must help, directly or 
indirectly, to make. Our contention is that the appeal to experience and 
reason must alone decide what elements of traditional Christianity are worthy 
to be retained, and that theological dogmas and scriptural prejudices must lJe 
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allowed no more influence over the philosophic thinker than has the legend 
of creation contained in the book of Genesis over the present-day astronomer or 
geologist. 

After careful consideration, aided by the advice of several well-known thinkers, 
the following definition of Rationalism has been adopted and embodied in the 
Memorandum of Association:- . 

.. Ralionalism may ~e difined as 1114 ""nlaJ altitude which IInreurvedly (uftjls 
1114 supremtUY of reason anti aims al eSlablishing a syslem oj philosophy anti 
elhks "erifiable 6.1' ,xpen'tlff, anti independenl of all arbilra? assumplions or 
aul!zon'/y." 

In making direct mention of ethic. we wish to accentuate the fact that the philosophy 
of Rationalism cannot fail to have important bearings on human conduct, which 
will, we believe, be far more beneficent in the long run than those of traditional 
theology. 

The Need or Propaganda. 
Although the spirit of Rationalism has permeated the Protestant clergy, c0n­

forming and non-conformist alike, and, in many cases, the preachers- are more 
liberal-minded than their flocks, professional needs naturally make them, as a body, 
hostile to Rationalism in anr consistent shape. They and theiz lay 6upporters spare 
neither pains nor money In promulgating views which, though differing widely 
according to the church or sect from which they proceed, agree in attributing 
unique authority and surpassing excellence to the Christian religion, and defending, 
rather than dispassionately inquiring into, its supposed essentials. Many powerful 
associations, among which the Religious Tract Society and the Society Cor Promoting, 
Christian Knowledge are perhaps the most widely known, are carried on largely with 
the object of vindicating Christian tradition against Rationalist criticism. 

Philosophic Rationalists, on the other hand, have been disposed to trust to the 
progres~ oC science and the ultimate triumph oC truth, and have made comparatively 
little effort to propagate their opinions. It is believed that the R. P. A. will 
be a means oC arousing and directing the energies of such torpid sympathisers, 
Concerted action among Rationalists was never more needed than now, in 
face oC the present widespread reaction towards relatively irrational beliefs 
and practices. This reaction show. itself in the disposition to assert the 
sufficiency of instinct and sentiment, as well as to magnify the claims oC custom, 
ritual, and authority, while making light of reason, evading the duty of critical 
inquiry, and ignoring the need oC a broad human and scientific outlook, such as 
oonstructive philosophic thought alone can give. 

The cause oC Rationalism cannot be assisted more materially than by promoting 
the publication and distribution oC works which the! organised weight of religious 
prejudice, the stolid indifference oC the general public to philosophic inquiry, and 
the consequent policy oC the popular press and the booksellers, all tend to discourage,­
if not to taboo-provided, of course, that such works have intrinsic value. 

Publications or the R. P. A" Ltd. 
Works of a serious, and especially those of a seriously philosophic character, are 

heavily handicapped in the competition Cor popular Cavour. Still more is this the 
case when such works soberly advocate unpopular views. The notion that the most 
successful books are the best may be partially true as regards 1I'orks oC imagination. 
It is very far indeed from being true as regards works oC research and retlection. 



THE RATIONAliST PRESS ASSOCIATION, Limikd 

In these cas~s the author has usu'llly to pul)lish the book at his own expens<-', and, 
even should it acquire a steady sale, it is long before the outlay is ~couped. If he 
cannot make the outlay, the probability is that his book, even though valuaLle in 
its~lf, will never see the light. Recognising these facts, the R. P. A. seeks to afford 
practical encouragement to authors, and especially youn~ authors, who are cap.ll,lt· 
of serious research or of hard thinking, and to be a means of bringins their wrilin;;, 
into circulation. 

Conditions of Membership. 
The Rationalist Press Association, Ltd., is "a Company Limited by Guarant..-I', 

and not having a Capital divided into shares." It is a propagandist, not a ('''"l, 

mercial, undertaking. Each member becomes liable for a sum 1101 Uddin.'; 0111 

pOlilld, in the case of the Association being wound up; but nen should the 
necessity for winding up occur (a highly improbable contingency), it is nut likely 
that the members would be called upon for the amount of their guarantee, as tl.e: 
Directors intend to refrain from embarking on any undertaking for "hi('h pl'cuniary 
provision has not been made. 

Any person above the age of twenty-one may, with the consent of the Boanl, 
become a member, on payment of an annual subscription of ",,1 Ins lira" jiZ'1 

shillings. The subscription is payable in advance in the month of January of (";leh 
year. A member may, on his own application, retire from the Association upon 
giving one month's previous notice in writing to the Secretary. Every member may 
vote, in person or by proxy, at any General Meeting of the Association. A member 
will receive a copy of each new publication of the Association, post free, provided 
the total value of the publications forwarded during the year does not exceed the 
amount of his or her subscription for that year. 

Donations and Bequests. 
It is hoped that all who are in fact Rationalists will give their o[><:n support to 

the Association, and take part so far as possible in its mCcling~; but s},mpatlii,er!l 
who do not wish to be incorporated as members, or who prdt:r to conct<ll their 
identity, can aid the funds by informal annual subscriptions or speci.il donatiun~, 
strict confidence being observed when desired. Donations, no matter how small, 
will be welcome from members who can spare such sums at the present tim("~ but 
do not care to include them in the amount of their annual subscription. 

Rationalists and sympathisers with Rationalism should, when making their .. -iII" 
bear in mind the work which the Association is doing. As a legally-constituted 
body, having stringent rules to prevent any possible misapplication of funds, it is 
eminently fitted to carry out the wishes or instructions of persons who heqlJ(:ath 
sums of money for specified objects-literary, scientific, or educational-y,'hich are in 
accord with its general principles. A suggested form of bequest will be sent to any 
applicant. 

_ For furlher particulars addnss-The Secretary, CHARLES E. HooPl:a., 
I7,/ohllSOll'S Courl, Flut Street, LondIJII, E.C 



.AlJVERTISRMENTS 

The Faith of an Agnostic; 
OR, FIRST ESSAYS IN RATIONALISM. 

By GEORGE FORESTER. 

The author ClI!lY. to let lortb In limple language wbat be conceivCl to be tbe pomtion 01 the 
modern Acnootic. lie it at paiDi to point out that the Agnostic: poIition is DOl merely a neboativlI 
one, but involves the JIOIIitive assertion 01 tnatb within Ihe Iimiu ollhe knowable. The Lonk is at 
once a defence o( thOIC whu reject the lupernaturalara 01 what tbc author Itylel .. Church Chrilaianity," 
and a cunHal invitation to all thOle wbo bave out giveD thou~ht to these creat questions to do 10 with 
an open mind. 

COllTiNn. 

Introductory 
1'he Old Enicma 
The Conflict between Sclenee and Relil:iun 
An OLject LeSiOn 
The reniJtence 01 Docmatic TheolOl:)' 
A Man·made Marvel 
An After Lif, 

.. Th. ou.hor'. pooition ... 111 and de ... ", defended. 
end h •• fit .. with an evident .mc.ri" lbaa command, 
... poet. "-Liwr;H1 M ..... .". 

Tbe Pouible Ilehind the Veil 
Not whal it Satisfy inc, but wbat ia True 
Th"uchts in a Meat-market 
Tbe Immaterial 
Social Evolution: A Study in Pteudo-science 
Some OIJ Riddle. _ 

.. Abl, rcuoaed. and .... Ied wid, ..... ,..,ioC Ii.w. 
.... ·-$clll"". .. 

.. Suui •• I, yet _ RaIoasI, _podia&. "-Lilwa" 
C.id .. 

Naw AND RaVISKD EDITION Now RUDY. 

The Logic of Death. 
By G. 1. 1I0LYOAKE. 

This pamphlet Is now wued in two edition.--one without cover at JeL, or by post J~d.; the other 
witb cover, on luperior paper, at 3d., or by post 3~cl. 

Cluth II. net, by pott IL 3<1.1 paper 6<1. net, by 
poSlIl<.l. 

On the Progress or 

LIBERTY OF THOUGHT 
During Queen Vlotorla's Reign. 

Ily CONSTANCE E. I'LUlolPTRE. 

A Comparilon between the Religious Tolera. 
uon o( the Eighteenth and Nineteentb Centuries 
-Rationaliainjf Inflaencel within th' Chun:hcs 
durin~ QlIeen Vicloria'. Reicn-DicrcuioD OD 
the hosing Wave 01 Religious Reaction-On the 
Full Uevelopment 01 Rationalism beyond the 
Churcbes dlllinl: Queen Victoria's Reign. 

Just Islued, price 211., by poal 2~d. 

CHRISTIANITY 
AND 

BUDDHISM 
By LUDWIG BOCHNER 
(A"I_"""'_ ~ ltI.ttw-j. 

• This~, Is es~l1y suited (or wide circ~Ja. 
tloD, belne iDSUIrctive ratber than atguftlentatiye. 
.5 copies or more will be supplied &1 the rate 01 
one penny each, carriage to be paid by pur. 
chaser. The carriage OD 25 copies !s4d., and 
lor each subsequent 25 copies .211. _ 

AGENTS lOR THE RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCIATION, LIMITED: 

WATTS & CO., 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONnON, E.C 



AD VERT1SEMENTS 

Now Ready. Price 65. net, by post !is. 4d. 

A 

Short History of Christianity. 
By JOHN 11. ROBERTSON. 

CONTENTS. 
Part I.-PrimItive ChrIstianity Part III.-Medleval ChrIstianIty. 

CHAYI1IR I.-THR BKGINNINGS. 

Documentary Clues-The Earliest Christian 
Sects-Perwnality of the Nominal Founder­
Myth of the Twelve Apostles-Primar), Forms 
of the Cult-Rise of Gentile Christ i,m­
Growth of the Christ Myth. 

CHAPTER n.-THE ENVIRONMENT. 

Social and Mental Conditions ir. the Roman 
Empire-Jewish Orthodoxy-Jewish Sects: 
the Essenes-Gentile Cults-Ethics: Popular 
and Philosophic. 

CHAPTER III.-CONDITIONS OF SUIlVIVAL. 

Popular Appeal-Economic Causation-Or· 
ganisation and Sacred Books-Concession and 
Fiution-Cosmic Philosophy. 

Part II.-Chrlstlanlty from the Second 
Century to the RIse of Moham­

medanIsm. 

CHAPTRR 1.-ScOPR AND CHARACTRR OF THK 
UNItSTABLlSRRD CHURCH. 

Numbers and Inner Life-Growth of the 
Priesthood-The Gnostic Movement in the 
Second Century-Marcionism and lIfontanism 
-Rites and Ceremooies-Strifes over Primary 
Dogma. 

CHAPTKIl II.-RKLATIONS OF CHURCH AND 
STATL 

Persecutions - Establishment and Creed. 
Making- Reaction under Juli.o-Re·estab­
lishmeot: Disestablishment of Pagaoism. 

CHAPTKIl III.-FAILUIlK WITH SURVIVAL. 

The Overthrow of Arianism-The Cost of 
Orthodoxy-Mon.l and Intellectual Stagnation 
-The Social Failure. 

CHAPTER I.-EXPANSION AND Oi<GANISATIO~. 

Position in the Seventh Century-Melhod, 
of El<paosion-Gro"'lh of the Paplc,. 

CHAPTItR II.-RRLIGIOUS EI'OI.UTlON AND 
STRlrs. 

Growth of Idolatry and Polytheism-Doc. 
trines of the Eucharist. Purrltory. an,1 Con. 
fession-Rationali.tic Ilere,I<I-Anti ,dr ...... 1 
Heresies. 

CHAPTER III.-THR SOCIAL LlfIlANOSnUC· 
TURII. 

The Clergy, Regular and Secular-The 
Higher Theol"gyand its Effectl-Ch.islj"nity 
and FeudaliSin-In8ueDce of tbe Cruo,&o!es. 

CHAPTER IV.-THR INTELLECTUAL LIrE. 

Superstition and Intolerance-The Inquisi. 
lion-Classic Survivals and ~aracen C ... ntdcl. 
-Religion and Arc. 

CHAP1'RI. V.-BYZANTINR CHRISTIANITY. 

Part IV.-Modern ChristianIty. 
CHAPTKR I.-THR RIIPORMATIOlf. 

Moral and Intellectual "orc~.-Political.n,1 
Economic FOfces-Socialand I'olitical ){e .• ulu 
-Intellectual Results. 

CHAPTfl:R I1.-PEOGI.B5S OF ANTI,CHllISTIAl' 
THOUGHT. 

The Physical Sciences-Philosoph,. CO!Imic 
and ~Ioral-Biblical and Hi,torical Criticism. 

CHAPTKI. IlL-POPULAR ACCEPTANCE. 

Catholic Christianit,. - Protestant Or;" 
tianity-Greek Christianity. 

CHAPTKR IV.-THR RELATIO~ TO PROGUS5. 

Moral Int1uence-Intellectual Influence­
Conclusion and PrDl:Dosii. 

SYNOPSIS or LITauToRR. !NOEL 

AG&NTS 1'01l THK IlATIOl'lALIST p~ ASSOCIATIOIf, LUI/TED: 

WATTS Ii: CO., 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.c. 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

PROFESSOR BUCHNER'S LAST WORK. 

CHEAP EDITION NOW READY. 

LAST WORDS ON MATERIALISM 
AND KINDRED SUB3ECTa 

Jly PROFESSOR LUDWIG JlOCIINEK. 

With Portrait of the Author and & Biographical Sketch by his bl"Other, 
PaorlSllOa Aux JluCHlfaL 

Price 2s. net, by post 2s. tOd. 

Immediately ~f()re hi. death in 1899 raonssoa BucHlIn gathered together the many_,. 
In which he had defended and dc:Yeloped bis view I, and left them (or publication under the title 01 
In, Dimsl, dw 11'"""11/. Tbe nsay. haYe now bero lranslaled into English by )Ir. J05.,1I 
MCCUK, ander the title 01 Lilli W.".ds M lila/tria/is",. Many of these papers deal, as the title 
indicatel, with the absorbing question of Materialism; but lil:ht is thrown upon it froID all sides cJ 
lCience and philOIOphy. and a namber 01 ethical and historical que5tiona are includod. 

The Education Bill and Religious Equality. 

Ju.t Publiihed, price 6d. net, by poIt Sd.; cloth, 11. nct, by post II. 3d. 

The Bible • tn School " 
A QUESTION OF ETHICS. 

BY, J. ALLANSON PICTON 
(Formerly M.P. lor Leicester, and one 01 the rust memben 01 the London School Board). . . 

Thi. is a Ilirring appeal on a question 01 \'aSt political and social importance to Bnglishmen. 
Mr. l'iclon maintain. that the pre~nt Bible teaching in Board IChools practically amounts to the 
teaching of dOl:mas common to the Evangelical sects. It is anfair to lOeb ralepeyen as disbelieYe 
those dOl:mas; demoralising 10 lueb teachers as, leCret1y dOD bting the evantelical view. are COD­
ItnUned to hide their doubts I injurious to the children themsel .. es in many _ya. In a conspk:noas 
notice 01 the booklet the liI~ WIIrl" o~"CI: .. Mr. Picton has in his pamphlet done much 

..more than argue tbe question as to Bihle teaching in Jloud schools. Incideatally be has disc:assed 
the cunwtion of the Christian rcli!;ion at the present day in the \icbt 01 the advances made in Biblical 
c:rlticilm, and 10 many minds his conclusions and the ineYitable inferences to}le drawD &0lIl them are 
'Wliing indeed. .. 

AGaNTS POI THa UTIONAUST ,aass ASSOCIATION, UlIIITKD: 

WATTS A CO., 17. JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEa STltEET. LONDON. E.c. 



ADVERTISE.ljENTS 

WITH MUSIC, cloth gilt, 8vo., 23S pp., price 35., by post 35. 4d. 

Hymns of Modern Thought. 
EDITED BY THE MUSICAL EDITOR OF .. ETIIICAL SONGS." 

A Collection of 206 poems embodying moral aspiration without theological 
dogma. 

Intended {or the use of Ethical and Ratiunalistic Societie •• Lahour Chur"h~. rtc. Th'! !'!u.ic of 
the first 189 poems is adapted for con~rer:atinnal use; while the IIVll!'u and ANTHR'U ( .. rn,inl: 
the last part of the book are more suitahle for those services which are assi.ted hy a choir. The 
tunes are partly original, partly selected from those of well· known Church cnmpo.., ... 

u .... The poems have hf!cn admirably chosen ..... An 
admirahle addition (0 c:xislinlO:: compilations of the kind, 
which ~h("luld find morc and mnre favour as time goes on, 

~~~4c~r~vn~e l~e~~~:l~: a~~I;~t~:~i:r~~~:r::;l:bal~~ ~;JI~et 
le\.'lllal t~ndenci~s of the da.y. ··-JVo'",i,.st~r GtUIIiI. 

II A handsomely.printerl and tas:efully.preSl!nled bo~ k, 
likely to win the interest of a goodly Dumber of ~ol-,If!. 
.... Many of Mi~s Trcup's lunes are singularly well. 
adapted 10 tbe words" ith which she connects them. 
This is ~specially the ea~~ when she has to deal with some 
unusual metres. "-Li/~rary World. 

u 1 bis is an admirahle hymft.boe-It. rna.l'1e til" on • 
n,)~1 plan .••.• Has a bett ... chan..:e of ralh J:tUIV ttt .... " 
t"o~ hymnaties have wbi,h rept .. ",nt any fl.rm vi d .. r ... . 
min.alioll.ali~m ; for it c.dude .. nutlilOl Lut du~m •• afld 
the fedines which itl bcauliflll son". lilt are romm(,n 
1o Ih~ whom denominations dl~Ullitc.··-j,.'I'_.'" 

If An attempt. and a cleW'r one. in a dir~tit)n in 
whkh ~omethinc "ill have to l.c «'one cr. 101'" ,f 11\ mn· 
oloq is to kCCf) p:u.:e with mr"-I ... rn devtl!'lnpmeuLS of r.ll· 
,iou", tboul!ht and feeling. .... 'J he lJ"Ielodl~ are len.,.!I,. 
gl.»OCl and \\el!.chonn."-C},wr, Jew" ... ". 

In Three Parts, price IS. each, by post Ii. 2d.; the three post free 35. 4d. 

Every=day Songs. 
MUSIC BY E. JOSEPHINE TROUP. 

A Collection of forty-six two-part Songs, with Pianoforte Accompaniment. 
For Boys and Girls, in three boolts, of which the first is intended (or seninlS, the ..,.,ond (or 
children somewhat younger, and the third for juniors. The wnrds han been sp"cially selected (nr 
the use of Liberal Schools and Ethical Cla'Se.;, ,md, though simple, OJe worthy to h"ld a place in 
a child's memory. Such well·known pieces (among Ethical circles) as .. The City o( Li~ht," 
.. Raise your Standard, Brothers," .. Spring Song," .. Echoes," and" T<ll Me, Preuy Daisy, ' are 
included in the series, aDd the music is bright and tuneful. 

Each number may be obtained separately. An edition is to b" irati in lire tonk-solJa tlola/iM. 

JUST OUT, price is. 6d. net, by post 19. 8d. 

An Ethical Calendar. 
WITH A PRACTICAL THOUGHT FOR EVERY DAY 

IN THE YEAR . 
.. An admirable collection of the wise sayings 

CL some of the wisest in al\ ages. Theie 
"ih" .. ~~for every day .are taken from the Scrip­
'tures, rom poets, phIlosophers, and sa!:e. of 
our ow and of past times. The compilation 
to ... , Pee made with great discrimination, and 
,after mach research, and the book will afford 
pleasure and profit to al\ who choose to look 

into it. Men and women would he all tloe 
better if they pondered over the thuught all'A:,,<1 
to each day as one of the urliest duLie. of th .. t 
day."-Leicester Chronuu. 

.. ChoseD with more than ordinary IUcceoS in 
putting together so many morsela of wisdom."­
Scotsman. 

London: WATTS & Co., 17, johnson's Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 



ADYEf{"JrJSEMENTS 
I 

10. ETHIC-S. 10. 

AN ORGAN OF TIlE ETHICAL MOVEMENT. 

A Oritical and Oonstructive Weekly Journal for 
Rationalists. 

In the remarkaLle decay o( dogmatic beliefs 
In our day there must be thousands who would 
appreciate an entirdy ansecturian-both ia the 
rdil:ioul and political sense-weekly journal. 
Practically our whole periodical literature may 
be ,li"i,led Into two classel-the entertaining 
8,,<1 the propagandist. Bot the con.tructive 
j ,urnal. lire alwaYI publilhed in the interest 01 
""ne definite political, or economic, or religious 

. I, "Iy. There il a crying need (or a journal that 
... ill lurvey the even" of the week and the prob­
leml of the hoar Irom the .ole point of view 01 
ft,oral principle. It is the aim of ETHtCS to 
lupply ti,is want. 

Enllcs is also an organ of lI.e Ethical .Ilu,'e­
, men!. It containl articles eYery week Ly the 
chief lectore,. of the Movement iIi illu>lration 
or construction of ethical triDciples. It has no 
dogmas except the belie that we caD prumote 
character and conduct by purely homan and 
natural means, withoat any reference to luper­
natural beliefs. Several columns in ~h i~sue 
are devoted to the work of the Ethical Societies, 
and there is a complete list of the Sunday 
lectures at an the Societies in London and lhe 
province .. 

A SPECtMEN COpy WILL va SENT POST FKEa 
ON IlECEIPT or A IlEQUI!ST fOil OHIl. 

Price One Penny Weekly. 
with postage, l}S'd.; or (including postage) JS. 3d. per half year, 61. 6d. per year. 

l'aLIi.hed by THB ETIIICAL WORLD PUBLISHING Co., LTD., 17,Johnaon'ICoart, Fleet Street, LC. 

Now READY, cloth, price 25., by post 25. 3d. 

The Children's Book 
or 

Moral Lessons. 
By F. J. GOULD. 

Second Series: Kindness-Work and Duty. , 
q,ples of the First Series. uniform with the Second, may stlll be had, price 

25., by post 2s. 3d. The Two Series post rree 46. 4d. 
AOKNTS FOR 1'HB RATIONALIST PRItSS A5SOCIATIOlf, LTD.: 

WATTS &: CO., 17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET. LONDOX. E.C. 

25. 6d. net., by post 25. 9d. 

THE ROADMAKERS, AND OTHER POEMS. 
Dy HARROLD JOHNSON. 

Thr vulume Includes "The House of Life. N a collection of poems suggested by the symbolical 
paint in!:. of G. F. WaUs, R.A.; "The Angelus," "The Sower," "The Gleaners," etc., 

luggested by pointings of J. F. Millet; impressions of Shakespeare', women, and 
many other poems. It Is prefaced by an appreciative lIote froni Mr. G. F. Watts. 

Londun; WATTS &: Co., 17. JohnSon'. Court. Fleet Street. LC. 



ADvERri'.J:::AfE:yrs 

UNION OF ETHICAL SOCIETIES. 
Hea.dquarters :-19, BUCKINGHAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

Secretary: MISS FLORENCE WINTERBOTTOM. 

THE GKNEItAL AIMS OF THE UNION ARK :-

(a) By purely nalllral and human means to help men to lovr, know, an,l d" the rio;ht. 
(6) To emphasise the moral factor in all prrsonal, social, political, nati"Ml, and 

international relations. 
(e) To aninn that moral ideas and the moral life are independent of belief. a. to 

the ultimate nature of things and as to a life after death. 
(d) To as;ist in deVeloping the science of ethics. 

The following Societies belong to the Union of Ethical Societies, alld h"I,1 regular w,·ckly mcctill~"-

Society. 

The South wndon 
EthiCilI ~uciet)'. 

The East London 
1:thical Svciety. 

The West London 
Ethical Society. 

The St. Pancfas 
Ethical SoCidY. 

The Battcrsea 
Ethical Society. 

The Greenwich 
Ethical Society, 

The WimLledon 
E.thical Socidy. 

The Forest Gate 
E.thical Church. 

The Hamfl!\tead 
Ethical Institute. 

The Belfast 
Ethical Society. 

The BirrnilJgham 
Labeur Church. 

The Bolton 
Labour Church. 

The Hanley 
Labo"" Church. 

The Hyde 
Labour Church. 

The West Bromwicb 
Labour Charch. 

Place turd Ti"" D/ ~"ttli"A.·' 
Surrey Masonic Hall, 

CamL~r",eJl New Road. S. E. 
Sunday, 7 p.rn. 

Bromley Vestry H.\1I, 
Hvw Road, 1-.:. 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 

Kemington Town Hall, 
Kenloington, W. 

Sunday,II.15:1..m. 

Stanley Hall, 
J unclion 'Rvad, N. 
!:Junda}', 11.15 a.m.. 

Upper Town Hall. 
Lnender Hill, S.\V. 
SUflclay, 11.15 a.m. 

72, Croom's Hill, 
<;reenwich, S. E. 

Sunday, 7.15 p.m. 

6, nr~dway. \\'jmbledon. 
Sunday. 7 p.m. 

Earlh~m Hall (c1o!C' to) 
G.E.R. & M.& L. t.S. kyo SIS. 

SundaY,.7 p.m. 
Tlle Con~rvatoire:. 

S .... is!, COltage. 
Sunday, ",'5 Lm. 

York Slr~t Lecture H;,II, 
Belfast. 

Sunday, 3.45 p.OL 

Bristol Street Board Schools. 
Sund~y, 6.]0 p.rn. 

Central HaH, Acr~fie:hL 
Sunday, 6,30 p.m. 

TelPpr-rance Hall. 
Sundd}", 6,30 p.1I1. 

George Street, Hyde. 
Sunday. 3.30 and 6'3C p.m. 

The People's Ha1l, 
Lower High Street. 
Sunday, 6,30 p.m. 

S«n/47· 

Mr. Hanold Johnson. 
Liud!of"Y kva.1, 

WorcC'jle:r P.u", Surrey. 

AIr. G. Spiller. 
~4, Pnn',e o( \\ alc~ KOlal'. 

Baltcr!loe.l Ila,k. ~. W. 

Mr. \\'. SanJ~n. 
18, Hr)'nmat'r kH .... ~J, 
li.dtter:.ea. 1'ark, ;-,. W. 

Mr. G. A. ~lTIilh, 
Danmoulh Park L0t'i.,:t!', 

N.W. 
Mr. PIJiiip Thoma. .... 
I). ku:-.halll koad, 

:Si"htin~ ... le Lall~,~. W. 

Mr. Sam. J. Hn.'I~r, 
88, Nurmdn J< ....... J. 
Grccm"i"h, S.I-:. 

Mr. F. S.!dJW"~II. 
26. Princ~'s R'YoHt. WiruLIIfdOft. 

".W. 
The ';~cretary, 

can 1)/ f.a.r1ham Hall. 
•· .... Jrlut Gate, E. 

MlS§ J. GQwa. 
27, Greene-ro(t GauJene. 

N.W. 
Mr. G. H. GilJil.rnI. 
40. Sr. Iv~ G.,d~n •. 

StranmllJes Road. tklfa.tlt. 

Mr. F. A. !.a<QII. 
28, ~r('t.I..::lllon koad. 

Hand!-~'01'th. 

Mr. J. t'n W. (lu.luJry, 
3'5. Bh,;I(lourn }(oad, &hon. 

Mr. W. H. Bf:er:hener. 
'3. Smith ~tr«l, Hanky. 

~ •. d~;;.lSt!:7.·hld •. 
Mr. JJl'!nry Tt'l.Jmp".on. 

It, T em vie ~tree:t. 
W~t I:Srvm.it.h. 

For Particulars of Lectures, Classes, and Circulating Library at 
I9. Buckingh~m Street, address the Secretary. 



3L 6d. net, b~ , 
'-\. 2L 8d. poat Cr. 
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All the Incident. of Intelligent life are the outcome of living nerve·matler. With the 
ascent oC weicht and complication in the nerve·structures throughout animal life there is a 
correspond inc ascent DC Intelligence, morals, and emotions. A dog's brain determines a 
dog'. character; a man'. brain determines a man', character; Danish character is based 
on Danish nerve I Spanish character on Spanish nerve. Endowments, propensities, tempera. 
ments, and so forth, are propertiea of the brain. II, for esample. there is no poetry· 
mllUer, or eloquence· matter. or music·matter in the brain, there is no poetry. or 
eloquence, or music in the character. These truths of Naturalism-which is not necelo 
urily Materialism-are beld to be primary, fundamental, and self.evident. yet they are 
practically ignored in literature and in current opinion. Illustrations bearing on the question 
are cited from Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Mill, Tennyson, Carlyle. Emerson. Goldwin 
Smith. Tylor, Dill. and otbers. SpeCUlative thought and techniCl!llanguage are expresaly 
avoided. 
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EDITION, 

~titural Religion: 
AN INQUIRY INTO THE REALITY OF DIVINE 

REVELATION. 

Thoroughly Revised and brought up to date by the Author, In some eases 
entirely fresh sections being added. 

"With an admirable enterprise, admirahly seconded by the author of Su/,<ma/uraJ Rd'gi"", II.. 
Ralionalis[ Press Association has produced a new and revised edition of that monunll'nlal "ork III 
one volurne, at the price of six shillings-a sixlh of the cost of the original edition in Ilu~e v"lum .. " 
Audacious as the experiment may seem to some, it will, in all likelihood, be perfectly succe,,!u\. 
The book thus oR'ered at a low price to the general public has held its rank as a standard w .. rk for a 
quarkr of a. century; and JiO olher writer, I think, hilS even atlemptetl to compete with it lin ill 
special lines-the collatiun of all the documentary evidence for and against the claim of the Chri,tian 
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles to be the record of a supernatural revdation. En\:land ca" 
hardly be said to be in the forefront of critic.al research, but in res!,,"ct of this truly learned aroo.! 
judicial trcatise she has certainly done a solid part of the work of rooting out a delusive tra<1ltl"" .... , 

.. To ~ay anything new, at this time of day, of the lc.:arning massed in SIi/(rlltltu1"tJI Rd" .. ,,'IJn j" 
impo!'..<;;ible. l--'ew of us, indeed, wou1d venture to assume that our praise in such a C:\fooC Ii a:f)o~1 
enough to count. For myself, I can but 5..'1.y that I know of no ~r~at critical treati~ ~llich roll(Jw~ 
up its purpose with snch invinciLle industry, such all-regarding vigilance. such constant s(JUt\(lnt .... ~ "f 
judgment, such perfect fairness and candour, and such complete c,)mmand of the whole speciOlI Iill'''' 
ture of the suojec\. True to his early devotion of himself to the single-hearted ",arch fur ,ruth, 
the author has re\'ised his whole work, bringing it abreast of the latest developments of critic;"n 
and the latest documentary di~co\·cries." .. ,The book, in short, is a n1arvcl of mr-re conllnerci:l.i 
v.alue, the production of which does honour t·_) the printers no le« than to the puhli,hing A ... ,cia, 
Uon. Cheapness and good flJrm cannot be carried further in combination." 

-J. M. ROBERT,o):<, in "The Li/(rary Cui,fr." 
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SOMI raUS OPINIONS:-

h. U,"n .. ," MAGU,N_ oot" "II fa aonaer- ne W"""LY S"" remarb d 
if ... &AM" tho. "'. articl.. ... tho Lit,..", Gtluu Lit,..", C,.UU 10 he COIDp<eb ... 
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AN 

EASY OUTLINE OF EVOLUTION. 
By DENNIS HIRD 

(Warden of Roskin JlaII, Oxford). 

'est possible lan~1l:e and referring to the latest researches, this work "II 
.. aid the busy general reader to grasp the arguments in £ayoor of 

Evolution as they now stand. 

CoNTItNTS:-

Naroral Selection 
, ,Family Sexual Selection 

Diflicollies of the Tbeo,. 
Facts which onlv F 
The Evoluti ... 
How is O· 



reproductions of standa''-"",'''ilos 
sopkical Classics, etc. 

The Religion of Science. By Paul Carus. 
Is.6d. 

Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thougllt. By F. Max 
Miiller. Is. 6d. 

Three Lectures on the Science of Lan. 
guage. By .F. Max Miiller. Is. Gd. 

The Diseases of Persone.lity. By Th. 
mbot. Is. 6d. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot. Is. 6d. 

The Nature of the State. By Paul Cllrus. 
9d. 

On Double Consciousness. By Alfred 
Binet. 9d. 

Fund .. mental Problems. By Paul Caruso 
373 pp., 2s. 6el. 

The Gospel of Buddh... By Paul CUlUS. 
28. 

Primer of Philosopby. By Paul Carus. 
Is.6d. 

The Redemption of 'he Brahman: A 
·Novel. By R. Garbe. Is. 6el. 

On Germinal Selection. By August 
Weismann. ls.6el. 

PopuI",r Scientific Lectures. By Ernst 
Mach. 2s. 6el. 

t.ncient India: Its Language and P ... li· 
'ions. By H. Oldenberg. Is. 6el. 

Prophets of Israel. By C. H. 
'11. ls.6d. 
Vi of Ancient Indi",. Dy 

• 'rbe. Is. 6d. 
By Gustav Freytag. 

r. Is.6d. 

---~ 
Chinese Pbilosophy. By Paul C. 

1s.6d. 
Mathematical Eo.avs and neere"ti 

By H. SchllLert .• Is. 6el. 
The Et.hical Problelll. By P'lul Ca 

28. Gel. 
Budelhism a.nel its Christian Criti· •. 

1'0 ul CaruB. 2B. tJd. 
hyrhology for Beginners. By B. 

:':Hanley. Is. 
The D,lwn of a New TIeligious Era. 

Paul Carlls. !Jd. 
K .. nt and :Spencer. By Pdul Caru •. I 
Tho Soul of Man. By l'aul C, 

3s.6d. i 
The GOBPf'I According to Dllr",in., 

Woods Hukhinson .• 2 •• tJrI. :i 
Whence a.nd Whither. By Paul C, 

lB. 6d. j 
Enquiry Concerning Human VIi 

.bnding. By lJa,iel Hume. h.t 
Enquiry Concerning tbe l'rinei"I,1 

Mor .. I.. 13y Da"id Bruma.. lao 6'1 
The Psychology ofl!eILllODin$l ~, 

Biuot. Is. Gd. 
Treatise Concerning th 

Human KnowledgJ> 
Berkeley. lB. 6'\ 

Th",e lJialogu ... ' ' 
nou~. By rflake. 

Public Wor5' 
chology 
H~lcn J 

Lci};lIiz'tS1 
lIonc)an 

Kan~'8j 


