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SATURDAY, JUNE 20TH, 1908,

What ‘ The Statist” Says

“ THE StaTIST " has, for a very fong
" time, been in the forefront of the
‘British journals of authority, that have
all along regarded the facts uaderlying
" Asiatic immigration into British
Colonivs from a rationa] standpoint,
a standpoint other than that of a
shabby Imperialism,  This week we.
reproduce a weighty article from that
organ which we hope our readers will
peruse with the attention and igterest
that it deserves, -

" This article is devoted to an exposé
of the ethics of might and the policy
of immediate expediency:? We are
reminded how easy it is for the white
. Taces to talk loudly of a boasted

-superiority, so long as the yellow .and
brown races are not organised to reject
the assumption. But it is quite aaother
thing when the white races ar. ohliged
to contemplate a Japan with undiverted
attention directed towards a scientific
investigation of these raarvellous
claims to superiority; a China
emerged from the stage of awakening
;and arrived at that of decided and

well-calculated action ; an India that
has outgrown the state of tutelage, |
unified its peoples under a national

and patrictic impulse, and organised |
its forces to a philosophical . inquiry |
into the foundations of the white man'e | !
| bivz wha posseysas it to do nther thavl

"E“vff

Boastfulness is a characteristic of a
week or fearful man, and a nation,
which is the aggregate of its men,
must be greatly sceptical of its own
powers when it endeavours to promote
respect for them by vain boastiuliress -
and blufi. It is perfectly true that, in
the ultimate, a uation’s worth 1is
enforced against other nations hy the
machinery of physical lorce, but the
mistake is made of ignoring the calibre
and training of the imind that directs
that force, and the spiritual influences
that are brought to bear upon that
mind. These are factors to be taken
into account in every estimate of
racial character, and we believe that it,
will come to be recognised by the’
world’s directors of policy that, given
opportunity, the probability of the
existence of directing genius is greater’
where the opportunity of development'
1s miost general and numerical super- |
iority is a fact.” That being granted,:
the real struggle must be that of the
mental and spiritual powers of the.
contending races, so that those which
are, in truth, the higher will prevail,
for the ultimate Dbetterment of the
world,

The contemplation of such a
‘contingency should do” much to
moderate the transports of those
ardent spirits whose belief is emphatic
that the only arbitrament is that of
war. They do not appear to realise
the awful horror of such a moral
cataclysm. They act and talk as if
the accumulated ethical development
of two thousand -years were a mere |
trifle, as compared with the magnifi- |
cence and intrinsic merits of their
petty racial prejudices.  They do not
appear to realise the enormity of the
crime against humanity that would be
committed, were they to be allowed
to precipitate so devastating a conflict. -
A barren ideal indeed !

Sir Robert Hart has recently
shown the true nature of the future
struggle, at, least so far as the Chinese
are concerned. It is to be economic,
Doz=s the West hope for victory with-
out preparation ? Mr. Kipling, some
years ago, spoke with fine scorn of
* Killing Kruger with your mouth."
The result was an inglorious succession
of overwhelming = defeats, disaster
following disaster, thousands of homes
destroyed, horrible wastage from
dysentery and enteric, and millions
upon millions of money vanished in
smoke. True, something like success
was eventually attained, but at what
cost, against- what odds, with what
real resuit? And even that small
measure of victory will not be secured
against the putent forces of cconomic
and sociological law. What is needed
is pot the pride that goeth before a
fal), but the pride that 7efuaes tonllow

his best, to strive for any lower goal
than the highest that is in him, to
fight for'the right, 1o secure the great-
est opportunities of development for
all. Pride of this kind is indeed a
virtme, It do the Waestern nations
possess it in the same degree that the
old-young peoples of the East are
endeavouring to?  Qui vrore verra, !

Two OF OUR CONTEMPORARIES, THE
Natal Mercury and
A Ray of Light the Times of Natal,
have consistently pro-
tested against the unjust and un-
British principles underlying the two
anti-Indian Heensing Bills shortly to
be presented to Parliament. The
Indian community of Natal has good
cause to be thankful when journals,
avowedly not pro-Indian, can publicly
declare their hostility to measures
which carry in them the seeds of
destruction to the Colony as a whole,
by reason of their inequity towards
an ‘unrepresented section of the
general community. The Fimes of
Natal, indeed, has gone further, and
has opened its columns to a scries
of articles by Mr. Henry Gaskel),
who has exposed the hollownuss of
the outcry against the Indian trader,
and has shown how needful is the
latter in the present economic fabric
of the Colony. ‘The knowledge that
such men as Mr. Gaskell, and Mr.
I. H. Greene, who continued the
discussion in the same strain, are not
ashamed to speak out publicly where
they conceive a wrong Lo be threaten-
ed, is most ¢ncouraging, and we carn-
estly hope that, in the great struggle
for the right that we feel to be
,coming, there may be found more
BEuropean friends of the same calibre,
iwho will dare to come out into the
'open,  and disprove the vulgar taunt
that all Natal is violently opposed to
the presence and continued existence
in the Colony of the British Indian.

ForR ALL QUR DESIRE TO REGARD

the Government's
Coming Events? proposed licensing

measures with due
respect, the more we consider them, the
less do we feel ourselves able to meet
then: as serious attempts to solve the
economic difficulty. Whilst, apparent-
ly, the Attorney-General did not
question the wisdom of the Govern-
ment’s policy, even he does not seem
able to regard them seriously, and he
certainly,at Ladysmith, made it appear
as though he wvery much doubted
(in common with ourselves) whether,
in the improbable event of the Bills
passing the Natal Legislature, they
would ! approved angd accepted by
the Tapariet Cavernrient. ns woukd



264

" INDIAN OPINION

JuNe 20TH, 1908

- have thought _that such a s::nsiblef

avowal would have induced Mr. Carter -~

to avoid the inevitable rebuff, but,
those whom the gods wish to destroy .
they first make blind, and the Minister
has accordingly advised the Colonists |
te “ hammer away * until the Imperial !
Government had been forced to vield |
‘the point. It all seems very unin-
. telligent, nevertheless it is for the’
Government and not for us to judge.
But Mr. Carter did not stop there.
He went on to claim -that this legis-
lation was an internal matter, and
that Natal could claim the same
privilege as the Transvaal. Where
did Mr. Carter learn his elements of
“Imperiatism P What is his title to be
a Minister of the Crown ? How can a

matter directly affecting the interests |.

of three out of four subjects of the
Crown, three hundred millions of peo-
ple, be an internal matter for Natal ?
Mr. Carter's reference to the Transeaal
was particularly unfortunate. On Mr.
Smuts’ own showing, the attitude of
the Imperial Government was eminent-
ly correct—bwt the Transvaal Govern-
ment reconsidered its policy, in the
light of passive resistance. .

- A Richmond Licence

The Natal Mereury's Richmond
correspondent writes on the 13th in-
stant :—

The appea! against the granting of
a licence to an Arab, by Mr. Von
Gerard, the Licensing Officer, was ]
heard on Thursday, before the Board,
consisting of the Magistrate, Mr. L.
Moe (chairman), and Messrs, W,
Comrie, J. P., and Fred Field, J.P.
The decision of the Board was
against the Licensing Officer.-.—Mr.
R. A, Marwick appeared for the suc-
cessful appeliants, and Mr. Smythe
for the respondent.—It behoves the
Licensing Officer to be very chary in
granting these people new licences,
as there are more than sufficient

* Arab retailers in Richmond, without
an increase. c

And orr June 17 :—Upon the re-
ceipt ol the news that Mr. Von Ger-
ard, licensing officer, had granted a
new licence to the Arab, whose pre-
vious licence was successfully appeal-
ed against last Thursday, it caused
great indignation and consternation.
It is wondered whether the Arab
complied with the law, or not, in the
way of the publication in the Press
of his application. Surely, say, pub.
lishing on a Satarday and the follow-
ing Monday cannot be construed as
such, as it does not give anyone an
opportunity to petition against the
granting of the application. The

haste in"granting the heence is pecu-
liar, to say the least. |

- Our SuppLEMENT. We call our .
readers’ special attention to the sup-
plgrpent. given with this issue, con-
laining photographs of the Indian
' Monument in Johannesburg.

Transvaal Municipal Con-
“solidation Bill

British Indian Protest

The following is the full text of the
Petition submitted to the Transvaal
Legislative Assembly by the British

Indian Association, in regard to the

Municipa) Consolidation Bill :

To The Honourable, the Speaker,
and Members of the Honourable, the
Legislative Assembly of tbe Trans-
vaal, Pretoria.

The Petition of Essop Ismail Miia,

in his capacity as Chairman of the '

British Indian Association of the
Transvaal,
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

1. Your Petitioner has read with
grave concern Sections 68, 93, 94,
and 172 of the Bill to- consolidate
and amend the law relating to Muni-
cipal Government, recently published
in the Government Gazelle of this
Colony. )

2. In your Petitivner's humble

opinion, the above mentioned sec-!
tions, if they are approved by this'

Honourable House, will impose very
great hardship and loss upon the
British Indian community resident in
the Transvaal, will ruin many peace-
able and law-abiding citizens, and
break up many an Indian home.

3. Your Petitioner ventures to as-
sert that, inasmuch as these Sections
are based updn race and class distine-

tions, they can never give satisfaction |
to the British Indian commanity. |

Moreover, such distinctions cast an
undeserved slur upon the community
that your Petitioner has the honour
to represent, as they must inevitably
raise in the minds of the white col-
onists of the Transvaal feelings of
contempt and scorn towards Bricish
Indians, thus increasing the difficult-

“ies unfortunately standing in the way

of a better understanding between the
two communities, ’
4. In your Petitioner's

open to serious objection on  the
ground that they are restrictive of the
liberty of the subject, in that thercby
it is sought to empower the Munici-
palities (2) to set apart new Asiatic

bazaars, thus reasserting the principle |
of segrepation of British Indians, a |

principle against which the Petition-

ing Association consistently protest- -

ed; ’ -

(8} to close existing Asiatic bazaars
without consulting the conveniense
of those who may be therehy affected
and. without guaranteeing to them
fresh sites equally valuable and ¢.n-
venient (such uncertainty- of tenure,
as this Honourable House will easily
perceive, cannot but militate seriously
against a settled and decent mode of
life, and the erection of petinanent
and solid residential premises, by
British Indians) ;

(c) to arbitm_rily reluse certain leen-
ces, including hawkers’ and pedlars’

licences, without the right of appeal |

4. humble ! .
opinion, the above provisions are |

! from ‘their decisions, thus striking a
i deadly blow at the long-established
| businesses of Indian Merchants, trad- .
I crs, hawkers, pediars, and others,
! threateming  them with immediateé
1 ruin ; the licences which come under
i this last provision, may, under the
| Bill, be arbitrarily refused to those
: who, to-day, have the right of appeal
from the adverse decisions vl munici-
! palities ;- .
‘ fd) to indicate certain trades and
businesses from which British Tndi-
| ans- are excluded in any capacity,
| whether as would-be licencees or as
i employees thus restricting their means
' of earning an honest livelibood ;
. (e) to frame teguhations prohibiting
British Indians respectably-dressed
and weltconducted from travelling -
upon muricipal tram-cars; thus im-
posing humiliation upon a highly-
civilised community and dehasing it

to the level of the aboriginal native
of the country, T -
5. In your Petitioner's humble

opinion, restrictions of the kind above

referred to obviously confer absolute—-

t Iy no privileges upon British Indians,
! but, on the contrary, deprive them of
[ many rights and much esteem tha
they at present possess. ) :

6. Your Petitioner further ventures
to remind this Honourable House
that the imposition of further disabil-
ities upon the resident British Indian
population of the Fransvaal will en-
ormously intensify the irritation and
bitterness of fecling already existing”
in the minds of many millions of His
Majesty’s subjects in India,

7. Wherefore your Petitioner hum-
bly prays that this Honotirable House
will be pleased to reject the pro-
visions herein belore relerred to, or
; to grant such other relief as to this
Honourable House may seem meet ;
and for this act,ete. ete.

(Syd). Essop Ismatn Mia, -

Dated at Johannesbury,
this r5th day of June, 1908.

The Colonial Secretary has natified
| the withdrawal of the Municipal Cun-
solidation Bill for the present session
of Tailiament.

i TEMPERANCE 1IN SOUTH AFRICA.
We have foceived the annual report
iol the South African Temperance
- Atliance for the year ended Septem-
ber 3oth, 19<7, adopted at the meet-
ling of the Exccutive Council held at
. Capetown on the 3rd February last.
1 From a perusal of the pamphler, it is
: obvious that the aetivities of the Al
| ¥ance are widespread, and more than
that, unfortunately, its  cfforts to
secure:an amelioration of the sosjal
condition of the inhabitasts of South
Alriea, coloured and white, are being
i largely nullificd. by vested interests
r such as these which are making such

tremendous efforts t Home to secure

control of public apinion.  We wish

f

| .
; the Alliance every success, and trust
H

that it will attract many adherents to
the cause
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Asiatic Immigration

e .

What The Statist ™ Says

The Statist of the 25th April writes
as lollows on the above subject :—

According t0 a statement which
-appeared in our morning contem-
poraries recently, the mission to this
country of Mr. Mackenzie King, De-
puty Minister of Labour for Canada,
in connection with the immigration of
Indians inte the Dominion has been
. . concluded. Naturally Mr. Mackenzie
King declined to make any statement
until be has submitted his report to
the Canadian Government. Bul he
spoke highly of the sympathetic and
cordial manner in which his com-
munications have been received by the
Colonial, India, and Foreign Offices.
It is sincerely to be hoped that our
- - Government will not consider Canada
alone in this matter ; that it will bear
fully in mind all the consequences to
the Empire at large of forbidding or
restricting Indian immigration into
any British Colony. However, we
- shall doubtless learn what has been
‘done very soon now. In the same
day’s papers—that is, on April 8th—
there was a report of a paper read
before the ,Royal Society of Arts on
the~-Asiatic immigration problem by
- Mr. Richard Jebb, and the discussion
which followed, in which Mr. Alfred

. Lyttleton, M.P., took: part.

Colonial Feeling and its tauses

At last it would seem that the people
of this country are beginning to waken
up to the gravity of the Asiatic immi-
gration question, and that thoughwful
people are considering how best it
can-be dealt with. Mr. Jebb traced
-the seriousness of the question to
three causes—the mere colour pre-
judice ;. the economi¢ competition of
an exceedingly industrious and clever
-people with lewer wants to satisly;
and the impression -that white and
coloured people never could fuse, or
if they did fuse, that their progeny
would be inferior to the whites. To
this catalogue we should like to add
a fourth cause, not less powerful than
any of the other three, a causgy which
has operated in all ages and in all
“climates—namely, the desire to domi-
neer where. circumstances permit,
Mr. Jebb wound up by recommending
‘legislation for all the self-governing
.colonies of the type of the * Natal
Act” He argued that it is easy to
exaggerate the probable -antagonism
of the Asiatic Powers, and he declared
that * friendly commercial relations
would not be lightly sacrificed to
sentimental or even a material grie-
vance,  n. the other hand, Mr,
" Lyttleton pointed out unmanswerab iy
the inconsistency and impracticability
of the white pretensions. The whites
claim that they shall be allowed to
trade everywhere on preciscly the

same footing us the natives, and yet

1
1.
" they refusé to allow coloured peaple
{to enter their own territories, except
i in very small numbers and under con-
ditions which are humiliating. He
iwe_nt on to ask, “How long could
i this last ”? and he committed him-
self to the prediction that probably
! the United Kingdom would be unable
i to support the Colonies in their pre-
tensions for more than twenty years.
We are delighted to find that Mr
Lyttieton is at last coming to take a
really statesmanlike view of a question
which we have been urging upon
public attention ever since the guarrel
with the Boer Republics bezan, and
which we ventured to predict again
and again, would land us in inextri-
cable difficulties if we did not take
great care, :

We ourselves should wnot like to
commit ourselves to the statement
that the present attitude of the Mother
Country to the Daughter Countries
cannot be maintained for any specific
number of years, We should rather
‘put the matter differently. * At the
present time, owing to a number of
‘circumstances, we are able, without
serious danger to ourselves, to humour
the extravagant and unreasonable pre-
tensions of the Colonies in this matter.
One of these eircumstances is the
relations between Russia and Japan.
Another is the fear in the minds of
all thoughtful Japanese that if they
could not count upon the support of
the British Navy they might find
themselves once more confronted by
a coalition of Russia, Germany and
France. A third is the relations of
Japan with China. And a fourth is
the absolute necessity for Japan of a
long period of recuperation after the
severe struggle with Russia.

Policy of the Mother Country

Owing to all this we need not fear
-for the moment a scrious.quarrel with
Japan, even though we support our
Colonies in action which is certainly
unfriendly to Japan. Similarly, we
need not feur hostile -action on the
part of China, fitstly, because China
seems to be bitterer towards Japan
than towards the European Powers;
secondly, because China has not yet
found a statesman capable of so
reorganising her Administration of
her Army as to make her formidable,
Lastly, we need not entertain grave
apprehensions respecting India for
the moment, since the Indians have
not yet learned how to combing” with
such effect as would make it impos-
stble for us to continue our present
policy. There are symptoms, however,
that the Indian people are learning
rapidly from their white rulers, and
that it will not be very long before
we shall have to count seriously with
the irritation of the Indian popu-
lations breause of our policy towards
the eoloured races  To eite but 2
single example, we are told that the
discontent existing amongst the tele
graph opurators in India is becoming
worse ; that nearly 4o0,000 messages,
some of whiclh have been on hand

since March 3oth are now awaiting
transmission at various stations ; that
business is disorganised, and- that
there are no signs of an improvement.
Instead, then, of talking of 20 or any
other number of years, we should
prefer to say that we can safely con-
tinue out present policy towards the
coloured races only until cither the
Indian population learns from Euro-
puan experiences how to cambine for
strikes on a great seale and for gen-
vral boyeott of Luropean poods, or
until Japun and Chinz come to a
friendly scttlement and  feel  safe
against European aggression—which-
ever happens first.  Whenever one or
other of these things comes to pass
we shall find that our policy has been
suicidal, and we shall have to turn
round suddenly on our Colonics,
probably with the result that we shall
tail to satisfy the Asiatics and shall
infuriate our colonial fellow-country-
men, .

At the present time, if there were
any stalesmanship amongst us, it
would be perfectly easy to inaugurate
a common-sense policy. Qur people
have seized a large portion of the -
earth—in America, Australia, South
Africa, and sv on—and upon the mere
fact that they have got possession of
it they claim the right to exclude _
-everybody else that they please. Now
it is perlectly obvious that the pre-
tension to do this is absurd if it is
not made respectable by overwhelming
force.  So long as Europe does not
cambine against us, and as China and
Japan are not agreed, we have the
averwhelming force, on the assumption
that the United Kingdom is willing
to back up her Colonies at whatever
.cost. But the Colonies have not
overwhelming force. Australiz, for
example, could not shut out Japanese
if this country did not support her,
and so on.

The True Policy for the Fulure

Thercefore, the only means of giving
effect to the colonial policy is the
willingness of the Mother Country to
use its whole Military and Naval force
for carrying it into operation. In the
rea) interest of the Colonies we hold
that the facts being so, they ought to
be stated calimly, quietly, and amicably
to our Colonies, and the Colontes
should be told that we cannot engoge
in a war for such a purpose. Ulti-
mately we shall have to make the
declaration because we cannat risk
the loss of India, and at the same
time a war with both China and
| Japan for a policy which in our
hearts we all condemn. It is, there-
fore at once (he wiser, the manli'r
and the more statesmanlike course to
take to speak in all friendliness, bat
in all plainness, tg our colenial fellow
counteymen,  For this purpose, an
Imperial Conlerence ought tobe ealled
torether without delay, aml at the
same time A definite notice ought to
be given Lhat its husiness is to be to
consider in all its aspects the Asiatic
immigration nuestion.
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~ Common=Sense on the
Aslatic Question

A European’s Views |

Writing in the Zimes of MNafal|cussion of the former pr posal to

recently, Mr. Heary Gaskell says -—,
 Statements have been fired off in
regard to Indians which io no way
admit of proof, and in many instauces
are deliberately misleading. "1 re-
member a statemement made by a
prominent member of our Asscmbly
" which was promptly challenged by
the Indians of Johannesburg, and a
justification for that statement has
not been accepted since, albeit that-
was over a year ago. . . '

‘There is a danger that the
will be too concerned with inter-col-
onial questions at tire time when the
Government Bills tou restrict the issue
of licences to Indians shall come un-
der. consideration by the Assembly,
and because the European community
is clamouring for the enactment of
some such legislation, poussibly these
Bills may be passed. In these cir-
cumstances [ [eel that another effort
is due to me to prevent what, in my
o inion, would be a disastrous step
tP oppress the Indian, and put on
t e statute book a law which any of
uh would resent il enacted by the In-
dsan or any Asiatic in his own country
toi apply in the same mannecr to
~Britishers.  How in this zoth century
ol our civilisation men’s minds can
conceive such devices  and  place
them before the public for serious
consideration passes my comprehen-
sion, and if these Bills become the
law of the colony, it will be with the
deepest regret, and as 2 blot on cur
national escutcheon, that I should
regard the vccurrence,

The Government propusals are
first to prevent the further importa-
tion of indentured Indians after a
fixed period, second to prevent the
issue of licences to.(resh appiicants,
and third to prevent the issue ol
any licences alter a period of ten
Yeats. . . . . .. ..,

With the first of these proposals 1
am in agreement, since [ consider
-that the act ol importing thousands
of Indians and at the end of their. in-
dentures to dump them down in our
midst without regard tu the comfort
or health of the people already pres-
ent in the colony, is just as brutal an
act as that of Surajabh Dowlaly, who

.crowded over a hundred people into
the “black hole™ of Calentta, and
- left them to sufflocate. Qur legalised

form ol overcrowding, however, s
more subtle and  therelore  more
treacherous.  With this intention of

the Government most of the Indians

- of the colony will be in perfect agree- |
ment : in fact, they have already

signalled thetr opinions by presenting l

memorials against the further impeort-

ation of indentured labour. -
The second and third proposals !

are practicaily the same, and are

F directed to bring about the extinction |
“of the Indian as a trader in Natl, .
. whetber he be fitted to trade on the

colony i-

best lines or not, Very probably the
idea of stoppiny the issue of licences
to Indians was suggested by the dis-

prevent the further importativo, but
an entirely diffierent principle is em”
bodied in each. The first is to
guard against overcrowding pe pleina
country before the resources are
sufficiently developed to support
them, the second and third are direct-
ed against the Indian himself. The
former is just and humane, the latter
is the cutcome ot prejudice and de-
feat. . . . . . . . . . .

The importation of indentured
labour was first strenuously protested
against by the Labour Party at the
last general election, and Mr. Nelson
Palmer was careful 1o explain that his
objection tu indentured labour ap-
plied to all forms of imported labour.
The proposal to stop the issue of
licences was not thought of until the
fertile brain of Mr. Ralph Tatham,
then the leader of the labour Party,
drew up a Bill on these lines in order
to carry favour with a section of the
community which, hitherto, had with-
held its support from his party. .

. . _. He urged that under the
existing law the municipalities bad a
perfect right to refuse the issue of
licences to Indiaus, and this constit-
uted the sole justification (if justifica-
tion it may be called} for urging
municipalitics to take this course
But whether this power remains to a
township or not, it was clearly -never
given to them to exercise in the
wholesale manner suggested, but
merely to guard against the issue of
licences to undesirable persons, Eu-
ropean and Indian alike. . .., .
To merely claim that we can _perform
an act is not an argument that we
should be right in doing so, or that
justice was the mainspring of our
action. Theé Governmient now wish
to make such a law as will demand
that we must refuse licences to Indi-
ans, whether it be just or not.

As in the first instance the pro-
posals were advanced to carry favour,
there seems no oiher explanation for
the present action of the Government
than that they feel their position to
be insecure, and they are anxious to
prolong their term of office by enlist-
ing the support of the siorekeepers.
Or they may bave been bullied into
supporting Louis Botha in order to
strengzthen the hands of the Trans-
vaal in the ailitude that state has
adopted. . . . 0 L L L)

We hear a lot about our duty to- !
wards the native as belonging to 1!

-

!ower order of humanity, and as being
in want of our guidance and control, -
or help and encouragement, and what *
applies in this instance to the native
applies in the same sense to those we -
bave bruught to live in this country, |

For whether it was right or wrong -

that they were brought here in the |
first place is no part of the question,

the fact is they: are here, and being
here cur colony’s legislators are res-
ponsible that justice he meted out to -
the Indians. It may be said that
shirking out responsibility in the
first place towards the native, neglect-

‘ing to offer encouragement to him to

take part in the labours of the coun-
try, shelving him and our duty, and
importing Indians, has be¢n respon-
sible for the more difficult problem
with which we are confronted. And -
now angered in consiquence of our

i former folly, with an outward wrath

for an inwaid shame, we woutd in-
flict an injustice npon him-who is in-

-nocent of wrong towards us. . . .°

U bad t.hovllgl;t that these Bills were

impossible in a civilised country,
much less the riots and plunder that
takes place against the Asiatic in
British Columbia, and what happens
now in Vancouver may happen here
in Natal. And who koows where
riotous conduct will stop?
There is sufficient evidence of lack of
judgment, and greater in proportion
than in the eorlier times, seeing
that civilisation and enlightenment are -
farther advanced. In those ecarlier
times the objection raised against the
Jew were commercial, but the persec-
utions were carried out under the-
cloak of religion.. To-day the op-
pression is «n consequence of com-

‘mercial” objections, and is being-

fustered by race and colour prejudice.
The proposed Bills indicate that
the welfare of the Indiap is not a con- -
cern of this Government, and if he
chooses to accept the most degraded

-course of living, is no matter, so long

as he may not compete with our Eu-
ropean storekzeper. Suppose we carfy -
the principle embodied in the Bills a

| step further and refuse him the right ~

to compete with the farmer, and then
in ordinary labour, we. should have
on our hands a starving population,
and we should have either to shock °
bumanity by letting them starve, or
bear the brunt of Indian ill-feeling
engendered towards us in consequence
of pur brutal action.. Yet the carpen-
ter or the bricklayer has the same
right to complain of Indian competi-
tion and seek redress in the same -
mannet a5 the storekeeper. Are we
going 4o admit. that right? We see
then that the principle contained ‘in-
the Bills cannot be pushed a step
farther without disclosing its injustice
and barefaced oppressiveness.

But these remarks about freedom
and expression may not weigh with
some people, and unless an argu-

" ment is couched in such terms as are

decimed practical politics, the justice
or ethics of a question is entirely
ignored.  Yet when it -suits some
people to talk ot British ideals to
strengthen an argument against the
Militia Act, or other circumstances,
we have loud enough trumpetings
about injustice and interfering with
the libetty of the subject, of con-
scientious scruples, that there is rea-

I'son to wonder whether people eare
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gepuine who at one time ~have
scruples  and “anuther throw every
scruple aside to make a pont. .
Let us suppose that the Bills are
passed, - and that ten years have
elapsed and the fullest eflect has :
been gives tu the law. . We shai
then have a large number of Indians
out of employment. Some number
of these may retire to India, the
majority, however. will be thrown into !
competition in every other industrial
occupation. The ranks of unem- !
ployed artisans will be swelled by -
. numbers of Indians seeking service
“in their trade, and they will be pre- }
pared to offer their services for a |
much lower figure than the Eurcopean
. artizan could -accept. Don't think
for a moment that the storekeeper
wili be kindbearted enough to pay |
more to the European when he can '

get-it done for less by the Indian. |

. Other Indians will go on to the land,
and compete with the f{armer; some.
will go into offices, and the present
competition with the clerk will be |
greatly increased.  So that although
we-may lessen the competition with
the storekeeper who takes out a li-
cence, yet we increase the competi-
tion in every otherbranch of industry.
‘We have not removed one whit of the
competition from the commupity as
a whole, and everybody but the mer-
chant is taxed in order to bolster up
the latters position, ~Fo "remove
competition Irom the conumunity as a
whole, the only course to adopt is
- that suggested above, to make it
illegal for Indiaps to do work of any
- kind. - - * ’ -
'Enough has been said to show
" that the principle of the Bills is un-
sound, and that they will not fulfi} to
_the community what has been expect-
ed of them. Yet I am in perfect ac-
cord that the present state of affairs
cannot -continue, or rather should
‘hot continue, but that it is a menace
‘to the welfare of the colony; butl
differ first in my conception of what
the real state ol affairs is, or the
nature of the Asiatic problem ; and,
-sccondly, in regard to the measure
that should be adopted to. bring
about a change. T
A Parallel

I consider the Indian inI:Natal as
occupying a position in otr social
systew equivalent to that of - the lab-
ouring classes in England, or for

- that, in any civilised European coun-
try, and many of the latter may,
industry and perseverance, rise to a
comparative eminence by becoming
pethaps shopkeepers or something
else above their former position and
occupation. So with the Indians in

1

Natal; they perform generally the |

labourer's work, but some hecome
merchants. The large majority, how-
ever, like the Enghsh labourer, are
_doomed to serve in the conditions in
which they are born.  But would the
British public think for one moment
of introducing legislation to prevemt
members of the labouring class from
becoming shopkeepors, it they were

.not_ spend money in pruportion to |

: sisting upon landlords puling down

i rather too often was trying to squeeze

by 1ing the hardship of her case she died.

able, or if they choose to be o
The same argument might be used
against them that they existed wunder
squalid conditions, or that they did i

theit earnings. On the contrary, in-
stead of tailing at the labouring
cluss lur ‘indecency of dress or lor
living in dreadfully insanitary condi-
tions, and thereby constituting a
nicniace to the general health of the
comuwunity, we have the British pub-
lic doing what they can to improve
those conditions. We have them in-

1

unhealthy buildings, and building a-
fresh, - But this has not turned out to
the advantage of the labouring class
in every way, for when the landlord
spent more money on his building he
charged more rent. So we had the
labourer obliged to live under better
conditions for health, yet earning no
more, and not able to pay for his
higher standard of living.

We may see then that though the
labouring classes at Home and the
Indians out here live under foul con-
ditions, they are not altogether to
blame for the state of atfaire, when |
their standard of living is limited to !
the estent of their earnings, or rather i
should it_be called rate of pay. '
. I should like to. quote |
one instance, which is not altogether !
singular, and which I was able to in- |
quire into. Tt is the case of an In.
dian woman, ovet 7o years of age, .
whose -husband and only son had |
died. She made a living by selling
bones and bottles which she collected
about the town. .Some days she
earned (no, earned is not the word)}—
she received sixpence, some days
threepence.  Seldom was it above
the threepence; however, and often
her strength was not sufficient to al-
low her to work at all. Not for a
very long time had she made 12s. in
a month. She lodged where friends
would altow her a place to lie down,
and as each became tired, off she
went to another. She slept without
blankets, and with no other covering
than- the few tags -that served to
clothe her in the daytime in compti-
ance with the law. One day she re-
ceived sixpence for her fabour, and a
friend where she bad sought lodging

threepence out of her for the accom-
modation. As the old woman sat
with ber back against the wall plead-

! Here we had a7 woman over seventy
! years of age, working to the last at a .
4 filthy occupation, and dying within a
i few hours of the end of her day's

" work. )
| Developing. Callousness

Was that not a hardship? And |
yet I say this case is not singular. _
And can the pevple of . this colony
light-heartedly increase the competi- -
Etion among such people as these 1n
order to make it easicr for those who
" are better able to bear the burden?

nat peaceable and law-zbiding? We
appear to be disinclined to listen to
the story of the hardships of the poor
in this country because gencrally they
are of another race and colour. We
have developed a callous-heartedness
which allows us to pass them by with

1 such expressions as “he is only 3

nigger or a coolie,” and our sym-
pathy and help are withheld in conse-
quence. . 1t woutd
seem that the gentler constituents of
character,-our facilities for sympathy
and pity, are failing into disuse and
decay.

.

(Zo be conra'_rmed){

Transvaat Railway Regu=
lations

New Railway Regolation Bill

A Bill “to amend the JRailway
Regulation Ordinance, 1903, is pub--
lished in a Transvaal Gasette Exira-
ordinary. Section 4 (2) empowers
the Governor in Council to make,
alter, or rescind regulations, not in-
consistent with the Act, with respect
to, among other things

(&) the reservation of railway
premises, or of any railway car
riage, or of any portion thereof
for the exclusive use of males or
jemales, white or coloured per-
sons, Asiatics or natives, and the
restriction of any such person to
the use of the premises, carriage .
or portion thereof, so reserved.

The Assault Case

-Anothe':r Remand

Threnfening the Magistrate

[SpuciaL To INDIAN OriNION]

On Friday, the 1ath inst, Shahji
and Mansook Madee were brought
before Mr. Jordan in *B" Court,
Johannesburyg, on remand, the one.
charged with inciting to commnt
grievous hndily harm, the other, with
committing an assault upon Mr.
Essop Ismail Mia, Chairman of the
British Indian Association,

Owing to the shortness of time
left before the rising of the Court,
due to the inability to secure the
services of the Court Interpreter, it
was found necessary to further adjourn
the hearing of the case, and the ee-

i cused were remanded until the 24th

inst.

Previously, however, the Magistrate

" commented severely upon the fact of

the receipt by him of a letter, purport-
ing to came from a Pathan, threaten-
ing to take his life it he gave a judg--
ment adverse to the accused. Mr,
Jordan remarked that if the case

| eventually went before n Judge, and

the accused were found guilty, this
jetter would tell very heavily against

- And as hard as theu 1w is, are they l them.
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Transvaal Gold Law

British Indian Protest

The following is the text of the
Petition submitted to the Transvaal
Legislative Assembly by the British
Indian Association, in regard to the

Draft Gold Law : :
To the Honourable, the
Speaker, and Members of
Honourable the Legislative
Assembly of the Traasvaal,
Pretoria. =~

- The Petition of Essop Ismail Mia,
" in his capacity as Chairman of the
British Indian Association of the
Transvaal, )

HUMBLY, SHEWETH THAT :

1. Your Petitioner has read with
alarm Sections 3,104, 113, 114, 127,
128 of the Bill to amend the Gold Law
of the Colony, recently published in
the Government Gasette.

" - 2, Your Petitioner humbly submits

“that the above-mentioned Sections,
il they are approved by this Honour-
able House, will irepose upon British
Indians resident in the Transvaal dis-
abilities graver than those contempla-
ted by the existing Gold Law, thereby
inflicting grave loss to and threatening
with ruin a community admitted to be
peaceable and law-abiding, -

3 Your Petitioner ventures to draw
the attention of this Honourable
House to the following specific
objections on the part of the British
Indians resident in this Colony.

(a) The Bill retains in the defini-
tion of the term “coloured person *
the word “coolie,” which, as this
Honourable House is dotubtless
aware, when applied to the present
British Indian population of the
Colony, is an oflensive term, there
being in the Transyaal very few, il
any, “coolies,” in the proper sense

“of the term. Moreover, the bracket- |

ing together of African aboriginal
natives and Asiatics, British- sub-
jects and non-British subjects, is
to ignore the peculiar position
occupied by British Indian subjects
of the Crown,

(b) In your Petitioner's "humble
opinion, the definition of Mun-
wrought gold * is caleulated to pre-
venl  Indian  Goldsmiths  [rom
plying their trade of wanufacturing
goldware and jewellery even out of
goldbars prepared in ahd imported

from England, and, it is submitted, -

this would 'be a gricvous hardship
for the goldspiths in question.

(c) The retention of the original
law. as to dealing in unwrought
gold, in <o far as it specially affects
coloured people, besides their
coming under the general prohibi.
tons of the law, assumes that
coloured people are the greater of-
fenders in respect of this crime,
whereas, in the humble opinion of

_ the petitioning Association, the

- " contrary is the fact, in so far-a

_they at present-possess.

S

British Indians are concerned. * |
{(d) Your Petitioner ventures to
assert that Section 127 of the Bill
is vaguely drawn and seems to .
contemplate entire prohibition of
the acquisition by British Indians
of any rights under it. The prohi:
bition, under the same section, to
holders of rights acquired previous-
ly to the Bill, to transfer or sub-let
such rights to a coloured ‘person
makes the proposed law retrospect- |,
ive in its effect,

(e} Section 128 contemplat s the
compuisory segregation of British
- Indians residing within certain pro-
claimed areas, to wit, the entiré
Witwatersrand_District, and, if ap-
proved by this Honourabie House,
would make it impossible fora very
large pumber of British Indians
even to remain in the Colony.
Your Petitioner would remind this
Honourable House that the large
majority-of British Indians resident
in the Transvaal are to be found in
the above-mentioned areas, whilst
the principle of compulsory segre-
gation of British Indians under
penalty is a direct extention of
existing disabilities by indirect
means, which disabilities the peti-
tioning Association has consistenly.
protested against. ‘ .

4. Your Petitioner ventures to
assert that inasmuch as these Sec-
tions are based upon race and class
distinctions, they can never give satis-
faction to the British Indian commu-
nity, . Moreover,” such distinctions
cast an undeserved slur upen the
community that your Petitioner has
the honour to represent, as they must
inevitably raise ia the minds_of the
white colonists: of the Transvaat feel-
ings of contempt and scorn towards
British Indians, thus increasing the
difficulties unfortunately standing in
the way of a better understanding
between the two communities. .

5. In your Petitioners humble
opinion, restrictions of the kind above
referred to obviously confer absolutely
no privileges upon British Indians,
but, on the contrary, deprive them of
many rights and much esteem that

Your Petitioner further ventures to
remind this Honcurable House that
the imposition of further disabilities
upon the resident  Dritish Indian
population of the Transvaal will en-
ormously intensify the irritation and
bitterness of feeling already existing |
in the minds of many millions of
His Majesty’s subjects in India.

7. Wherefore your Petitioner hum-
bly prays that this Honcurable House |
wilt be pleased to reject the provisions
herein before referred to, or to grant
such other relief as to this Honorable
House may seem meet ; and for this
act, ete., etc,, '

{Sgd.) Essor Ismain Mia.
Dated at Johanaesbarg,
this r5th day of June, 1908.

‘Parliamentary

Transvaal Parliament

New Asiatic Legislation ~

Governor's Speech "~ -

LrecisLarive CouNciL

Monday, June rgth

In the course of the Governor's
Speech, at the re-opening of Parlia-

ment, His Excellency said :

The Asiatic Law Amendment Act,”
which was passed last session, met
with serious opposition in its admin-
istration. A compromise was, how-
ever, effected with the leaders of the
Asiatic community, as the result of
which, practically the whole of the
Asiatic poputation of this Colony, to
the number of 9,072, have tendered
voluntary registration, and provistonal
registration certificates ‘have already -
been issued to 7,617 Asiatics lawfuliy
resident thercin. A Bill to legalise
these certificates will be submitted
for your consideration. -

Police Debate
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
- June 16.

In the course. of the Debate on the
Police Bill, Sir George Farrar said :—

There ‘were precedents for what
the Government were how asked to
do. ~ When the -Government had
trouble with the regulations dealing
with the Asiatic Law, they approach-
ed the Opposition and asked if they -
would agree to a certain course of
procedure, and they said they would.
They now asked the Government to _
give the policemen their due. They
had all fought together, and on that
ground they were men whom some
consideration should be given to.
They knew what happened in the
case of the Indians, and why would -
not-the Government do common acts-
of justice to these policemen, the way
that they did to the Indians ? Surely
they were not going to treat the
policemen worse than they treated
the Indians. -“The Coloaial Secretary
had said that the position he took up -
in -his -public life was that the man
who could not climb down was a
very -small and contemptible. man.
(Laughter). ‘T'he Colonial Secretary .
had set the example, S

TRANSVAAL LecisLatioy,  The
Correspondent of the.
Rand Darly Mayl writes as follows:
Mistakes have been made ; and it is
the duty of an Opposition to make
early and often allusion to . these
errors.  Hard worker as Mr. Smuts
has shown himself to be, the Asiatic
muddle has not impressed the public

| with, the strategical cleverness of the

Government. The iron hand within'
the velvet glove has not appeared to
be uniformly furmidable. -
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" The Labour Party and"
the Indian Question

At the Natal Labour Congress
which met in Durban on the 7th
jnstant, the policy of the Natal Labour
Party as regards the free Asiatic
population of the Colony was discus-
sed on the following rcport of a
Special Committee (Mr. A. L. Clark,
chairman): “In formulating a def-
nite policy dealing with the fre¢ Asia-
‘tic population of the Coleny, your
Committee are unable to lay down
any -general principles which would
justify. the party in seeking a solution
of the free Asiatic question,- which
are not equally applicable to the
Enropean working-class community of
the Colony. In other words, your
Committee are unable to differentiate
between the coloured or Asiatic work-
ers, as to the best policy to be
adopted in securing the just and
equal rights of both the European

and the free Asiatic workers of the

Colony, but would recommed the
party to agitate, educate, and work to
promote the adoption of such legisla-
tion as will secure 2 minimum wage
for alt skilled and unskilled workers
in the Colony. TFurther, the Commit-
tee would recommend the Congress
to re-affirm the absolute necessity of
the immedizte and entire stoppage. ot
all Asiatic immigration into the Colo-
ny, and to delete paragraph (b) indus-
trial section of the pfogramwme. as
being in conflict in some respects
with (a) of the same section.” .
‘Mr. J. Connolly, M.L.A,, in moving
the adoption of the report, said the
problem of dealing with the free
Indian population was most difficult,
on account of the unreasoning preju-

dice which existed against that sec:-

tion of the community. It was
absolutely necessary that sonie clear
and definite policy should be substit-
uted for the confused notions which
‘prevailed among even the leaders of
the party on the subject. He thought
that the Committee’s statement, that
they were unable to différentiate as
between the European and the col-
oured or Asiatic workers, was the only
_ possible attitude for any respgnsible
organised body to take up. He
. pointed out that, as the standard of
Aiving of the Asiatics was much lower
than that of the Europeans;, the
tendency under the present system of
unrestricted  industrial competition
was for the former to oust the latter
from every splitere of inhdustri.d activity.
- So serious was the position, that some
of the responsible lcaders of the

Labour Party had taken up an attitude-

of hostility to the Asiatics that betok-
ened an utter disregard of the simplest
principles of equity, as well as a mosl
inexplicable ignorance of the obvious
tendency of modern industrial
methods.  Such a policy was undes-
erving of consideration, since, even il
it were possible 1o get rid of 100,000

beople, they were hoond ro b ran-

fronted with the same difficulty in re-
‘gard to the native population in a
very few years. It was obviously
imperative, therefore, that they should

| make provisions for safeguarding the

interests of white workers, while
allowing for all reasonable expansion
and uplifting of the coloured races.
It was also advocated that the Asiatics
should be prevented, either by means
of appeal on behalf of the white men
to popular sympathy, or by means of
legisiative enactments, [rom entering
into competition with Europeans
either in trade or industries. FHe
held that such a proposal was im-
possible of acceplance by any body of
civilised beings; and least of all by a
party whose very title to existence was
based on their theory ol equality of
rights for all men. Proceeding, he
said that he considered their policy
should  be to endeavour to secure
legislation providing for a maximum
and minimuwn rate of wages for all
skilled work, and a maximum wage
that would enable a white man to live
and bring vp a family respectably for
for all semi-skilled employments, -and
for such unskilled labour as might be
suitable for Buropeans, these rates to
apply to all classes and colours. He
also advocated the encouraging, by
every meaos in their power, the in-
dustrial organisation of the coloured
workers, skilled and unskilled, and to
endeavour to secure the gradual re-
ccgnition and extension of their poli-
tical rights.. With regard to the Gov-
ernment Indian Bills, he did not con-
sider the question. of Asiatic trading
affected their policy in any shape or
form, being merely a question of ab-
stract justice. Personally, he believed
that the passing of the Asiatic Trading
ill would be a most contemptible
and unwarrantable act of oppression
and injustice, and he would stren-
wously oppose it.  (Hear, hear.)
~ Mr. Nelson Palmer said he had al-
ways advocated the stoppage of Asia-
tic: trading, -and he was still of the
same opinion. He considered it was
essential, in the interests of the white
population, that the Indian competi-
tion should be eliminated, If the
party decided that they were against
him on the subject of Asiatic licences,
he might have to consider the advis-
ablity of severing his connection with
them. . :
- Mr. C. H. Haggar endorsed Mr.
Palmer’s views. He held that it was
a right discussion at a wrong time, as
they had not yet mastered the alpha-
bet of the matter. The objection
was not to eompetition, but to unfair
conditions of competition. There
had been no proposai to deport the
Indians. and, with reference to vested
interests, there could be none against
the common good.  They all agreed
that the establishment of a standard
wage and day for standard work was
the best method, but that drove them
to this—one meant killing the Indian,
the other meant starving him (o death.
He stgod for the metbad of valiia for

safae; fav  canunon  fyaeety: vl

would assert that equal conditions
meant the complete defcat of the free
Indian. The latter was here, and as
such should have the opportunity, but
should not be allowed to endanger
the chance of another.

The Conference then adjourned
‘ for lunch. ) :

On the Conference resuming after
luncheon, the free Indian question
was resumed.

Mr. J. Edwards and the Chairman
spok, the latter stating that, if they
agreed to a minimum rate of wages,
the upshot would be that the white
man would get the work. The Indian
should be allowed to compete with
white men under white men’s condi-
tions only,

Mr. H. Norrie supported Mr,
Connolly's line of argument. '

After Mr. Connolly had replied, the
recommendations wete adopted, sev-
eral of fhe - delegates not voting.—
Natal Mercury.

Indian Affairs in the Natal
i Parliament -

.~ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
! - '17th June.
| A number of Bills were read.a first
time, including those dealing with
Asiatic trading and immigration, and
those providing (or native reforms.

" The Prive MiNSTER, in reply to
a question by Mr. Smythe, stated
that the Indian Government baving

“still insisted, as a condition-precedent
to the acceptance of the Municipal
Corporations Bill, that there should be
an amendment of the Dealers’ Li-
cence No. 19 of 18g7, to allow of the
right of appeal to the Supreme
Court against the decision of the ‘Li-
censing Officer, correspondence be-
tween the Natal Government and the
Government of India since last
session of Parliament had necessarily
been restricted. Such correspondence
as affected the question would be
laid on the table of the House.

- 18th June.
_ Indian's Petltlnnl

Mr. WYLIE presented two petitions
from the Natal Indian Congress. The
first approved of the Bill for the
abolishing of indentured Indian lah-
our, and expressed the hope that if
the Biil were passed into law the
House would repeal the /3 annual
licence imposed upon Indians, who
had served their indentures, and did
not wish to renew. The second pro-
tested against the Bills regarding the
stoppage of Asiatic licences, and
said that the complaints against
Asiatic traders were made by trade
rivals, who wished to do away with
their competition: - It characterised
the Bills as unjust, un-British, and un-
constitutional.—Natal Mercury.

[Copies of the above pefitions wsll‘
appeds in hne columee fest week -~
wd, §i 00}
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' British Guiana and~ its;r
" - Development I

- ( Loncluded)

fndian Industry E
The rice industry, as I have shown

above, has arisen through the efforts
of the coolies who have left the
estates, although now a considerable
pumber of black people are engaged
init.. The fact that the exports of
rice have risen from r6o lb. in 1907
to 3,500,000 Ib. in 1906, and that the
acresge has grown in that time from
6,000 acres to 30,000, shows the
vitality of the industry. Now, there
is only one reason why this 3o,000
‘acres should not be increased a hun-
dredfold, and that, it is almost need-
less to say, is' the absence of popu-
lation. With half a million of prople
settled on the land, British Guiana
would beceme the greatest rice-pro-
ducing country of the Western hemis-
phere. 3
Indian Immigrant—the Best

Now there are at present five nations
which are seemingly desirous of mak-
ing their way into other lands. They
are the Italians, Spanish, Chinese,
Japanese and East Indians; but I
shall not detain you in discussing the
respective merits of these races in
detail, except to say that in the future
the Italians and Spaniards may be
found the best type of colonist for
the high savannahs, because 1 am
conviaced that for present purposes
the East Tndians are the best suited
immigrants. They are British sub-
jects 5 there are already over 100,000
of them settled in the Colony; they
have proved themselves good colonists
once they are acclimatised, and the

| organization for their importation
already exists both in India and in
Guiana.

I urge, then, that an effort be made
to increase the annual indent of immi-
grants, and that the planters and the
‘Government divide the whole cost,
the pianters getting the men inden-
tured to the estates for five, or even g
less term of years, and.in retum
teaching, training, .and acclimatising
them, and the Colony then getting
the benefit of them for the remainder
of their lives. : '

The Colony’s portion should be
paid for out of the general revente;
and if I am met with the reply that
the Colony cannot afford it, I would
point out that it last year could afford
‘to devote a large amount of surplus
revenue to taking off the duty on
kerosine oil, an act which was of no
.apparent benefit, and which I would

« describe as aimost criminal when the
needs of development were staring
the community in the face. 'T'hen,
the new rice industry shows that im-
migration has put £37,500 of fresh
capital in circulation in the land. Is
it not right that some of the benefit
ot this should be devoted to increasing
immigration? and is it not fair to |
Astume that such an increuse would

bring about a corsesponding increase
of circulating capital ?
. Mr. Davson's Propesals

My proposals briefly are these :—

1 That the Colony should pay haii
of the cost of importation of East In-
dians out of the general revenue.

2. That a Commission of three,
similar to the Commission which is
being sent from Natal this year for
the same purpose, should visit India
and investigate the conditions of re-
cruiting there.  ‘The visit of Natal's
Commission makes the time op-.
portune, aud I think it would be lound
that economies and improvements
could be effected in various ways,
such as in the cost of transport. One
member of this Commission should
be the Immigration Agent-General of
the Colony, and I am sure that his
visit would be productive of much
good. :
3. As vacancies occur in the Immi-
gration Service an effort should be
nrade to fill the posts with men [rom
the Civil Service of India, who bhave
had a lifelong expericnce of the In-
dian in his native land.

4. The halfshare of the return
passage to India should be abolished,
in accordance with the resolution
passed in the Combined Cowit in
18go. This is a surviving anachronism
of the time when the Indian Govern-
ment distrusted the intention or ability
of Guiana to take care of its people.
The fact that the earnings carried
back by return immigrants average
£ 10a--far more than they would save
inIndia—and sometimes have reached
as high as .£3,000, has since r9o3 in-
fluenced the Indian Government to
make the coolie pay half of the fare ;
and in view of the fact that t' e whole
cost is only £10 a small amount out
of the individual’s savings, I do not
think that much persuasion would be
required for the Indian Government
to let this be charged to the individual.
For the necessity of providing for the
half-cost of the return pasSage of all
coolies imported compels the planters
to lock up large sums, which may
never be drawn upon : while the fact
that he has the right to this half-ticket
often {nduces a coolie to return when
he has no real wish to go. So he
departs with his savings, meaning to
return to Guiana on a fresh indenture;
but when he applies in Calcutta he
finds that heis too oldor has developed
some minor infirmity ; he scon loses
all his money, thanks to the rapacity
of his relations, and as he is compeiled
to work for a few pence per day,
instead of being the man of means he
was ip Guiana, he lingers un a dis~an-
tented and useless unit of the Indian
population. The rise of the rice in-
dustry and the knowledge that every
East Indian can make a living out of
it would make this a fitting time for
the Colonial Office to open negotia-
tions with the India Office on the
subject. .

Political Condition

The '_franchise was pgiven to the
Coluuy i 18y, and fve clectoral

i .

| districts were created, two towns and
three counties. These return fourteen
members to the Combined Court,
while the Official ur Goveroment
section numbers eight. You will
therefure see that the elective section

1 has a permanent majority, and thus

hotds the power in all legislation
which concerns taxation and finance.
The qualification tor the franchise is,
put shortly, the ownership of three
acres of cultivated land or an income

vt L100.

In the towns, which return five
members, out of 20,000 male inhabit-
ants over fifteen years of age, 1,600
hold the franchise and 1,200 vated at
the last election, s.e. a proportion of
6 per aent. of the male ppulation,

In the countics, which return nine
members and have a population of
80,000 males over fifteen, 1,966 had-
the right of recording their vote, this
giving an average of actual voters of
about 2z per cent., the majority of
these being blacks. You will thus see
that if a population -of 306,000 is
inadequate for a Colony of go,000
square miles, a voter list of 3,500, or
just over 1 per cent. of the inhabitants,
or oneg voler to every 25 square miles,
is even more ridiculous to direct its
destiny, especially when the major
part ot this power is in the hands of a
certain section of the black or coloured
conymunity. ‘This section has banded
together in more or less open associa-
tion to further its.own -interests, and
constitutes, to ‘my mind, a hindrance,
if not a danger, to the State, especialiy
when it can always command a major-
ity at the polls. Its tendency is
unduly to emphasise the colour ques- .
tion, and to direct legislation not to
the national good, but to the further-
ance of its own particular aims.

Sir Charles Bruce in conchiding
the proceedings remarked :

I do not propose to.deal at any
length with Mr. Davson’s criticism of
the constitutional system of British
Guiana. Tt is a system which, as
proved ‘by long experience in other
colonies, can only exist by virtue of a
spirit of mntual forbearance and good-
will. "It is a form of government by
suasinn, and government by suasion
is perbams the most difficult’ of all
administrative arts. Nevertheless ex-
perience has also proved that govern-
ment by suasion, prompted by a spirit
of equal sympathy with every ‘section
of a heterogeneous community, can
produce results that perbaps no other
ferm of government could attain -in
the same conditions. It has been my
forwne to administer this form of
government in two colonies,sn British
Guiana and Mauritius, and [ louk
back to my experience with a lively
sense of the goodwill and forbearance
of all who have co-operared with me
in makiny this form of government an
Jinstrument of advantage to the Colony
and ol strevgth to the Empire. I see
no reason tu doubt that the Govern-
ment may be carried oo in the same
spirit 10 British Guiapa,
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La dysmith' Legislators
Discuss Asiatics

A meeting was held in the Town
Hall, Ladysmith, on the gth instant,
and trom the speeches delivered we
extract the following :=— ' .

" Mr. J. Farquhar, C.M.G., said
that the first of the proposed. Indian
Bills aimed severely at vested interests
of planters at the coast, as well as at
that portion of the farming community
who extensively employed Indian
Izbour. - He quite agreed that the
time bad arrived when the introduction
of Indian labour should cease. (Ap-
plause.) But he would first like to be
satisfied that they had -a relisble and
sujtable supply in thar stead. (A
Voice : “ We have”) He presumed
that the Bill against the issue of new
licences to Indians would be heartily
supported in Parliament, as it did not
interfere with vested interests. (Hear,
hear.) The third Bill, “To prohibit
" the holding of trading licences by
Iudians after the 315t of December,
19r8,” required careful consideration,
inasmuch as certain lmperial affairs
were involved that required more than
passing attention. However, it must
be apparent to almost everyone that
the time had arrived when the Arab
trader must b dealt with, on account
of the manner in which he bad cn-
croached upon the Luropean traduves’
rights. (Cheers) He would appeal

to his audience to support European,

traders by vvery pussible means, as &t
meant employment and homes for
their own children (Applause.y

Mr. J. Connully said, with r:gard
trs the Asiatic Bills, he was in favour
of the first one—xtopping indentured
labour. As for the Asiave tradiog
- Bills, he did not think they were just
measures, and he did not believe 1t
would be in the interest of the working
classes to deprive the Indian traders
of their licences. He was in lavour
of ehminting anything that might be
unlair in the competition between In-
“dians aind Eurapeans ; but the matter

could be dealt with in a far more |

seientific way than was proposed in
the Bilis. He believed, however, that
the Bills had heen introduced because
it was well known that they would
never be passed in that House, and
in any case the Natal Governmeut
knew that the Home Governmunt
Cwould. never agree W them in their
present form.  The remedy for com-
pétitinn between white and coloured
labour was to compel the same wages

-to be paid, and then it was only alter |
all the white men were employed that

the Indian would be employed. -'Ihe
competition ol the Tndian storekecper
could alse be ‘made fair by making
him pay his assistants the sume wage
that Europear assistants were paid.
The Hon. Mr.. T F. Carter said

the Bills were there lor consideration, !

and. however fong the threshing out
mighi take. the change must come
{Applaus=.) Indeed, it was an open

secret that there could be no {edera- '
tion or unity of South African States,

_the

warth the name, so. far as they were

voncerned, while the Indian and his.

satellite {the Arab) vverran Natal.
Questions being invited, Mr. L. W, |

Christopherson  asked whether the |
members did not think five years was |

Transvaal Registration
Act

London Rumours

London, June i16.—Indian circles

a sufficient period of notice to Amb | jeclgre that the Transvaal Asiatic

traders.

Mr. Farquhar considered five |

years ample notice. |

Mr. Counnolly ?ai_d that if they were T and also in view of recent events in
going to do an .injustice they mlghtt

just as well do 1t quick, {Laughter.)

Mr. Carter said that, as far as he)
was concerned be would like to bel
between the quick and the slow, and |
he would say that the period should
be seven years. (Applause.)

Replying to a question dealing with
the possibility ot the Home Govern- |
ment retusing to sanction the proposed
Asiatic legislation, Mr. Carter said
that, in such a case, they must just
hammer away until they got it passed.
It was an internal matter, and surely
they could claim in that connection
the same privilege as was given to the
‘I'ransvaal.—Natal Mercury.

§ The :
Cape Indian Conference

Important Questions to be Discussed

Mr. S. Casimali, Hon. Secretary of
the South Atrican Indian Association,
Cape Tuwn, sends us the Inllowing
copy of a circular letter addressed to
different Associations in Cape
Colony, and at the same time informs
us that a Public Meeting will be held
in the National Theatre Buildings,
Witliam Street, Cape Town, at 2 p.m,,
on the 28th instant. R

Cape Town, 12th June, rgo8.

Dear Sir, —1 bey to intorm you that
the z4th ol June is the date appointed
for the merting of the Conterence of
the several Indian Associations in
Cape Colony, to be held at Cape
Town, The delegates are expected
Lo wnive of the morning o the z4th
the latest, as the Meeting of the Dele-
gates to transact the business portion
of the Conlerence commences at 1o
a.m. on the 25th.

1 am d.rected by the Committee of
this Association to acquaint you that
the following will form the subjects
of discussion at the Conference, and
in the order named i—

1. The Linmigration Act.

2. T'he General Dealer’s Act.

3. Any minor grievances which
might be suggested by the coun-
-try delegates.

. That it is to the interest of
the Indian community that the
several Associations existing in
the principal centres of the Col-
ony should upite and act in
cancert through a central body.
1 shall be glad to hear from you by

return ol post the names of the dele-

gates which your Assuciation  will
send to the Conference, and that they
will be here without fail on the date !
fixed. ’

Registration Aet will be repealed
very shortly, owing to the representa-
tions of the Imperial Guvernment,

India, where native politicians are

! watching South Africa and British

Columbia very closely. Influential
committees are being formed through-
out’ India for the purpose of safe-
guarding Indians belonging to the
Empire.

Colonial Qffice Statement

Londomn, June 16.—The Colomal
Ofice authorities state that they have
not heard that the Registration Act
is being repealed, and declare that
no pressure has been used in the
matter, i

Sir Richard Solomon, interviewed
by Reuter's Agency, said that there
might be certain modifications in the
Registration Act, but he did not be-
lieve it would be repealed.—Reuter.

On Tuesday last, the 16th inst,
the Pretoria News contained the
following announcement :—

We understand that the Govern-
ment, when introducing the Bill to
legalise the voluntary registration of
Asiatics, will in terms of General
Smuts’ promise to Mr. Gandhi repeal
the obnoxious Registration Act. It
is alsn the intention of the Govern-
ment to amend the Immigrants'
Restriction® Act, providing in cases of
expulsion for an appeal to the courts
against the decision of the Colonial
Secretary. ‘This amendment is to be
made in tesponse to ‘' suggestions
from the Home Government.”

' Pretoria News'” Comment

Inn its leading columns the Preforia
News says - — -
- The Speech very wisely says very
little about the Asiatics. The surren-
der of the Government in that connec-
tion, as we have shown in another
column, is complete, not unly are they
going to legalise the voluntary regis-
trations, but they are apparently going
to repeal the Asiatic Registration
Ordinance and recast the Immigration
Act.  In view of the attitude which
the Colonial Sectetary has taken up
in this matter, Mr. Gandhi would be
wise to refruin from reorganising his -
passive resistance movement. [t is
very clear that the British Indians
have good friends among the Liberal
Party.

Ixmian Mare. For Bombay, per
$.5. Praesident, uptil 3 p.m. Tuesday,
the 23rd instant. For Calombe,
Catenry and Madeas, per 8§50 Emr-
Alati, on or abouat the 2,4th instantg,
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Swami Shankeranand

Mr. Mokamchand writes to us as
follows :— -

1 have already intimated to the
public through these columns that 11
have procured the services ol the
learned Sanyasee Swami Shankeranand |
with the concarrence of the Aryans |
at Lahore, and with the assistance ot
many well-wishers of the Aryan nation
in India.

The Swami is the respected Guru
- of Maharaja Veerpoor of Kathiawar,
Professor Parmanand and  many
distinguished persons. One of the
lectures delivered by the Swami during
the last Delhi Durbar was very highly
spoken of by the Governor of Australia
who was present. ,

It is necessary for the public to
sacrifice a little towards the assistance
of a fund which is meant to defray
the travelling expenses, etc,, of the
Swami. I have started a “Fund” and
have collected up to date a sum of
450 6 6. There are many promises
for contributions which when collected
will amount to a [airly large sum,

"I'o show the public how and when
“the funds were collected [ here briefly
stale some [acls. A

After publishing the appeal [or -

-+ funds, T first started collection in
Pietermaritzburg where, with the very
warm support of the Arya Samaj and
the Hindu Young Men's Association,
I was able te collect in a few days a
sum ol £13 4 6.

The Durban Thosophical Society
started a fund among the members of
the BDurban and Pietermaritzburg
lodges for the support of the “TFund ”
and collected £8. They alsu received
A7 from Mr. Henry Dijkman ol Pre-
toria to be handed over to me. The
A7 {rom Pretoria, 1 am informed
was made up of L2 from Pretoria
Theosophical Sociéty and £5 from
the Indian public through Mr. N,
Gopaul. Inalllreceived £ 55 through
the Durban Theosophical Society,
Great credit is due to Mr. Henry
Dijkman, the Presidential Agent for
South Africa of the Theosophical
Society, and the Durban and Pieter-
maritzburg lodges for their keen in-
terest, willing advice and able assist-
ance in this matter.

At the instigation of Mr. Henry.
Dijkman, Mr. G. Isaac of Johannes.
burg has started collection in aid of
the “ Fund.” 1 will report as ta_his
success as early as I receive inlorm-
ation, The Hindu Young AMen's
Association of Durban are collecting
funds, but so far I have not had their
report.

The Hindu Suratee Association of
Durban have very kindly forwarded
me a cheque for £5 for which 1
thank them,
~ T have travelled to Ladysmith and
Iundee but, owing to adverse circum-
stances ¢f Fadinng, 1 wag vnable to
coltecl arty wiooey. tegret that tho
it Jarr Yol be spapt ip vain

|
.

I

renlain so for some time. i
Culad to receive any contributions.’

I annex hercto statement showing

(the total receipts .£s50 6 6. and

| expenditure £44 18 6, leaving a bal-
| ance in hand of L5 8 o.
Crudit,

v .M. Burg public
subseriptions -

ity Theosophical
Socielies .

By Hindy Suraleg
- ciation

By 'ublic Con

Debit.

ToSwami Shankeranand
per Principal rala .
Ilansraj, Lahore ... f4o oo

Tu Travelling expenses
to P.M.Burg, Lady-

- smith and Dundee ...

To Cable Expenses

Ralwne in hand ...

£13 4 6

1500

i
j
Asso-

500
1720

tributions

2
I

1
1

[ 3Y=-R )
Ot W

5
45066 L5066

Imperial Parliamenti’

Flogging Sentences on Indians
in Natal

In the House of Commons, on
Thursday, May t4th, Mr. BvLes asked
the Under Secretary of State for the
Colonies whether he was cognisant of
the almost daily recurrence, in-certain
of the Magistrates Courts in Natal, [
of sentences of flogging imposed upon |
native and Iadian subjects, the severi-
ty and frequency of which punish-
menls were provoking severe strictures
in the local Press; and could he see
his way to any step which would tend
to bring Colenial Tribunals more !
nearly -into conformity with the
humanitarian practice of Lnglish
Courts of Justice. -

Coroxer SEeLy : I have seen some
of the severe strictures in the Natal
local Press to which my hon. friend
refers, and which relate to the except-
ional action .of certain individual
magistrates. Any action must rest
with the Government and Legislature
of the Colony.

Mozambique Regulations-

Str WiLniam BuLL asked the Sec--
retary of State for Foreign Affairs,
‘whether his attention had been drawn ;
to the regulations recently published
by the authorities of the Portuguese
province of Mozambique, and especi-
ally to the differential treatment under
which our Asiatic feliow subjects will
labour compared with that of Asiatics
who are subjects of the Portuguese
Government ; and would he say if he
proposed to take any, and if any, what, |
aclion in the matter. !

Sk Euwarp Grey, in reply said: ;
The regulations referred to have not |

heen brought to the notice of my
it ait Won: Vriend, bt be will shake

}anquitien on e subjges

3

The “1und " is still open and will i
1 shall be

.

T_wo Laws?

A Suggestive Contrast

.

During the past few months we
L have had to record many curious
| sentences in the Natal Courts. The
! latest instance is in counection with
! the prosecutions for adulteration of

1

milk. In the City Police Court on
Wednesday, a European, Mrs, God-
dard, was found guilty of having sold
milk containing 30.3 per cent. of .
water., It appeared that there were
three previous convictions, but, as
these did not appear on the summons,
the Magistrate did not take them into
account. He imposed a sentence of
£ 2. On the same day, in the Durban
Police Court, an Indian was found
guilty of selling- milk “deficient in
solids” to the extent of 17.64 per
cent. No previous convicticns were
mentioned in the Court proceedings.
Mr. Brunton Warner sentenced the
Indian to a fine of £ 25, Or six weeks’
imprisonment. Doubtless the accused
was glad to ‘escape without lashes.
Had he stolen a tin whistle or an
empty beer bottle he would probably
have made the acquaintance of the
“cat.” Now we want to know who
was right—the City Magistrate or the
Prathan Magistrate —Z'imes of Natal.

| '_Late > News -

[SpEciaL TELEGRAM]

Johannesburg, Tharsday.

A Petition has been presented be-
fore the Rhodesian Legislative Coun-
cil by the local Indian Community
protesting against the Registration
Ordinance. To-day the Committee
stage was reached and satne modifica-
tions were made. The third reading -
takes place to-morrow.

The Transpaa! Leader contains a
Pretoria message stating- that Lon-
don reports that the Registration Act
will be repealed are unauthorised, but
does not definitely contradict the as-
sertion. :

To-day's Rand Darly #faif publish-
es a lengthy leading article advocat-
ing the repeal of the Registratiou act,”
and says the public does not. care so
long as the Government can assure
them that the”Asiatics are fully identi- -
fied, as it appears from the Governor's
speech before Parliament,

Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, the Par-
sce Baronet of Bombay is, dead.

Inpia¥  Acricurture. We have
received a copy of Mr. A. Seturama
Aiyar's book on agriculture, entitied
“God Speed the Plough.” ‘The text
i9 in Tamil and there are numerous
ithustration#  ‘Fhy price is Rs 1, &
TR N



