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Indians in Rhodesia

Tae handful of British Indians in
Rhodesia are to have a very hard time
_of it with the Legislative Council. The
legislators of Southern Rhodesia have
been infected with anti-Asiatic preju-
dice.  Two Draflt Ordinances have al-
-ready beea published, one, in connec-
tion with licences, which practically
sounds the death-knell of the Asiatic’
trader; and the other, in connection
with  Asiatic immigration. Both
measares are reactionary, un-British,
and tyrapnical. The Immigration
Bill, however, is by far the worst. It
is almost azi exact reproduction of the
Transvaal Asiatic Law Amendment
Act. What is new in it makes the pro-
posed legi-lation far more objection-
able; for instance, the definition of
“ Asiatic” includes females, and, of
course, distinguishes against "Purkish-
-"Mahomedans. Registration is con-
fined only to Indians who may be-
. found in the Colony on the praunulga-
-tion of the Ordinance, and who way
_come to the Colony within six months
from the date of the promulgation and
. prove to the satisfaction of the Regis-
trar that they were in the Colony
-previous to the promulgatioa for a
continucus period of three years,
Education is not to be the test, but
* only race ; and the jurisdiction -of the
ordinary Courts of that Colony is to be
replaced by the administrative orders
of the Registrar of Asiatics, & new
official. The Rhodsgian legislafors
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I'com_mun_il.y at a time when the few
; Indians in Rhodesia are hardly in a
| posttion even to make themselves
heard. We understand that the Asi-
atic population of Southemn Rhodesia
does not exceed 500 at the outside.
It will be, therefore, entirely for the
Imperial  Government, the Indian
Government, and the South Africa
British Indian Committee, as trustees
for British Indian immigrants, and for
he sake of the Empire, to take up the
cudgels on behalf of the Asiatics in
Southern Rhodesia.

The Creative Spirit

OxE of the greatest joys and privileges
of life raust lie in the exercise of the
creative spitit.  To originate, to see
a new thing grow under one's hands,
to feel the thrill of pride in setting by
the ears the centuries to come—these
are delights granted to the very few.
Something of all this, though butin a
mild degree, must have moved the

| hearts of those gentlemen who, in the

cause of their country's union, for the
sake of the land of their birth or
adoption, came together a twelve-
month ago, and initiated a course of
study and investigation, that has
culmivated in the issue of a publica-
tion' which will leave its mark upon
the present generation of South
Africans, and will furnish a basis and
foundation for the closer union of the
South African nation that is. to
become the matrix of the genius and
inspiration of the sub-continent in
the'coming years.

Twelve months and more ago,
Lord Selborne gathered round him a
number of brilliant, able, thoughtful
men, who co-operated with him in
the preparation of his now famous
. Memorandum of Federation. These
colleagues of his, apparectly, were so
fired with the idea of a great South
i African nationality, that they persist-
i vd ‘in their investigations, imbued
. other Lritliant, able, and thoughtiul
| men throughout South Africa with
| their own enthusiasm and, by dint of
galvanising into life the dry bones of
official facts and figures, have succeed-
ed in laying before the public, in the
first two instalments ofa work entitled
“The Government of South Africa,”
a production so full of suggestive
thought, so packed with useful matter,
so alive with practical ideals, that the
reader, unless he be a clodhopper of
unalterable dulness, must perforce
assume the arms and armour of the
political knight-errant, and ride out
; upon the quest of the dragon of dis-

rving, with the ehjert of n\a}';ll#' rhp

"1 have, therelore, succeeded in out I monster wheresoever he shall be
1l : Heroding the Transvaal Herod, and ; found.
Page | they have sprung these Bills upon the !

We are shown the chaatic state of
| the present elevendold discord, and
- are bidden to contrast this with the
| harmony and peace and symmetry of
- the future, whereof we are permitted
; an occasional glimpse, as thuugh the
authors of this wonderful revelation,
like the wise masters of old, were
afraid lest, the whole truth Dbeing
suddenly discovered, the secker should
become dazzled by the unaccustomed
brightness, lose his foothold upon the
reality of things as he had hitherto
perceived them, pitched head-foremost
into Lhe abyss of the unknown, and
dashed out his soul upon the sharp
rocks ol unexpected experience.

Ah, this wonderful art of Nation-
building! It has a glamour of its
own, a pectliar technique; and the
Nation-Builders, what a wonderful,
imaginative, comprehensive, intuitive
race they are! Whence do they
derive their inspiration, their origin-
ality, their vast hope, their marvellous
courage ¢ - World-history would be
very different without them—and how
dreary, commonplace, and uninterest-
ing! Perhaps, also, how bloodless
and tranquil! It is difficult to say
exactly what their function is. But
we may be allowed to warn them with
‘regard to the materials they use. Asthe
‘foundation is, so is the superstructure.
Build the foundations well and of good
sound material, and the superstructure -
will stand miany a blast, outlive many
a shock and storm. But if the
materials are chosen without a proper
understanding of them, unless the
builder and the materials co-operate,
both foundation and superstructure
will be rotten, and will crumble and
fall to ruin by reason of their own
rottenness. In South Africa, the
foundation has to be built ol many
peoples and races, Let the builders
understand and deal sympathetically
with these fundamental factors, and
the State will build almost of itsell,
But let any one people or race leel
that it is scornfully or despitefully
used, that its sentiments are ignored
and its susceptibilties ridden over
roughshod—and the building will fall
like a pack of cards.

A CORRESPONDENT OF THE Nalas
Mercury states that
an Indian woman,
who wasimprisoned
for not having paid
the ;3 poll-tax, had her head shaved,
Now an Indian woman has her hair
removed only when she becomes a
widow. In every country claiming to
be civilized, certain sacred suscep-
tibilities are respected. Has it re-
mpinadt tar w Nalal peison nffeier
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wantonly to wourid them ? The cir-
cumstances under which the poor
-. woman had-te go to gaol Tare also

| We ﬁ{'ili, for the moment leave them, Me. Joun X. MERRIMAN, THE Carg
" with something-of regret, and turu.ig .,

. . Premier, deserves the

the grave politicians of Esteourt, ;A'n Ariétocracy thanks of every right-

most pathetic. She did not or could
not pay the A3 tax, which the: { _
Natalpligiélature has thougint fit 10| of the human mind

What did they have to say to this re-
markable revelation of the workings ! !
"How did- they | answut to the la

of Labour  thinking man in South
Africa for his straight
bour depufation that

put on free Indian industry. Lo long _greet this «ffort of imagination, this | waited on him last week. T he thredy”
as, Indians are not treated as human : new aspect of applied ethics ?  We | tailors of Tooley Street have evidently

.., i prise at the broaduoess of - the ,vigws
... .. 'enunciated, and no doubt marvelled
| that Messrs.” Moor and. Winter .had
L Lo s, | BOU Pronounced for qutright abolition.,
News' ABMIRABLY | \e recollect that the Kibg, in Alice
| undétlinesthe 6b- | i Wonderland,” had..one . certain,
jectionable' "féa- | niinces for all the ills, his. subjects
HW‘%S ‘of th'e_‘r‘lew | were heir to.  “Off with his head, ",
'I‘ransv_z;al Jwcal } g his inevitable. prescription when.
. . Goverimerit Bill, | 1is aqvice was sought by a subject in
fici’ the paint of view of ‘thé non- ! the matter of a suitable remedy.., We,
whitd."- Theré dre the idrchai¢ ' pro- | recommend the prescription to . our

4,
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beings, so long will such treatment . have no reason to suppose that they ! their counterpart in South Airica, as

- continue, in spite of otherwise gpod | expressed anything but_gratified sur- | elsewhere,

“We- the -labourers: of:
South Africa”! ‘That is the claim-of
the white overseer, Bur Mr. Mertiman
Has characteristically' régarded’ ' the
matter in a proper perspective, and
has  straightway said * You. white
workurs dun't represent labour at.all,
You represent 16-one but yourselves,
an infinitesimal minority, " You, are’
the aristocracy of labour here, the few

| who owe your positions a§ sich to the ~
i existence of a whole, buge, democratic
proletariat, who.don't: talk a- great

Indian readers, that they may be.( deal about work, but who do it accord-

ing to their understanding and ability

sg'ﬁ‘de'ﬂ'ned)ﬁ‘om walkin oii ’m'u':iicipa'._l " thankful for small mercies, and realise

Gtpathis—a’ significant resurréction, | something of the moderation and tol-

. poititing to a reabtibnarf anti-éoloil
policy. Théré are the licetising pro-
vigions, empowering' Miihiicipalitiés to
tob Indiang 6f their leeilces without
thié' rlght of appeal,” We'dted to be in

the' 'position of “sétatching' 7’ Trafs- |

vagleY “and finding" 4 Natalian,' the
flabbur of 'corifiseation ‘is so”strong.'
Thien'thetd'ts the quéstion’of location’
withibut bethdfit, in ‘the mattér of the:
tritin* pYohibiion. ‘Ao, we discern’
thia"¢ioVén Hoof il'the all-ivhive Policy
of ethloyinentin bitehers iid baker’s'
work."" Theke dre a few of the "restri¢:
- tiuns contémplated, ahd thiy 'Hd' not
midke us eHsY "W otir Midd ds thf the
aptitude’ di' thé Trahsvdul goveming
atthotity tb 1éiin the Yeséon of passing
evetits, ' THe"bliHdness of “those'in
power has' bdén' a bytord the ages
thitduh, OuYfriéndd in 'the Transiaal
maly'yet Havd 1d $tiftet for the follies of
tHeir rilers. oo

MU e g 1. LR L T R
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LT TR LT ¥ B O T e et
LEGISLATORS . MQOR., AND. ... WINTIR
weo oo have been . expounding,
Off with, His 1heir political beligis,at,
crolead! .. .that centre of political
s o datetligence, . Estcourt,,
and. sbey. have delivered. themselves
ol.the. mature jopinion. that the , Gov-
etnmeant has made & profound wmistake .
in.-regard to the.essential - provision,
of.ita second licegsing. Bill.'We agree
with, .these, sapient . advisers, .but not,
for.the sams reason.... L'hey, from the
profundity. of. their. .wisdom,,.. hold,
that the last Indian licence should b,
expropriated in five years’ time, in-.
stead of the decade suggested by the
- Government, We are astonished, at
the.moderation. oh Messrs. Moor and
Winter., ..They deservy,,
ment., . .They are. brave men,,,, ¥hey
are. evidently bent on seeing how
a Stata.can be, govemed without the

Bhisho beet o, " :

| erance that must be credited to the
two gentlemen whom thelr clectorate
has delighted to honour,

b
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A PERUSAL OF . THE.. NEW - CAVE
» . . proclamation, which we
Legislation reproduce.in this issue,
- - by should make thoughttul
Proclamation readers, rub. their eyes
wovor o With amazement, They
.| will observe that, in.a British Colony,
under,a democratic government, with
a, legislature ., representing -pupular
opinion, it is possible for permanent
dfficials to entirely alter the spirit
and-tenour of an Act of Parliament
by arbitrary proclamations, merely by
ensuring .publication in the Govera-
ment (Gasette of the Colony.  Such
are the enormous powers given by the
Cape Linmigration Act to its adminis-

—the coloured -people of South
Africa. These are the real workers.
Lyon't forget that™! And Mr. Merri-
man might have gone on ‘to' draw
analogies from history, showing how
| the plebeian has inevitably taken the
place of the patrician, the democrat
that of the aristocrat, the ruled that
[of the ruler, the slave thai of the
master, when the latter has remained
content to owe his position to the
i labours of the fermer and . has not
sought to taintain and strengthen -t
by demonstrating beyond deubt his
own continued and increased effici-
cncy, - adaptibitity, and originality,
The sham aristocracy of make-beljeve,
of necessity, disappears, ' The true
aristocracy, ol character is bound to-
persist. . I'hese remarks, . no doubt,
partake: of the nature of triteness, but
( they seem to’ have all the merit of
newness in this  anazing ecountry,
where everything is " upside -down,
right is wrang, and wrong is right,” A

trators,,. The stupid error committed | dozen Merriman's would make a clean

by the immigration officials in the | sWeep of much of our over-growth of

matter of the Feinstein_ case is now-| rank morality, and would offer Maother
‘to be retrieved by a provision ensuring | Earth 2 chance te breathe frecly and -
that,.even jf 4 -prohibited immigrant. | give birth to anew generation imbued
be. brought ashore for police purposes | with_just. desires and mereiful ateri-
and against his will, he can afterwards | butes. ' L
be treated as a. prohibited immigrant | .
who.has entered. the Coluny Megally, |
an amazing distortion of logic, DBut.
morg.extraordinary still is the further

. TN
~ ¢

n

- CaArE INviANS: ' We  undersiand.

regulation treating a prohibited, immi-
grant, .who has outstayed his time of
| residence graoted by a duly anthorised
| temporary. permit to enter, as one who
has gntered the  Colony. without a
permit., . The. present Cape Govern-

P ment seems b bave a very perverted |

!that, on' the invitation of the South,
i African Indian Ass'o‘ciration uf'C:lpe-
town, delegates from the several In--—
i dian zentres of the Cape Colony will

i meel in conferenee at Capetuwn from

Diht zsth to the 28th' instamt ine

encquragg- |

far .

| sense of humour., .. “ When is & man LI L. e
I who has entered the Colony with g - Clusive in order b discuss variots
matters of importance to the edm.’’

. luunity, notably the Dealers’ Licences
tary amiably Act.and the lmmigration Act. A
And pat, comes the !

i Permit not a man who has. entered
i the Colony wjth permit 27 we can
hegar the Colunial Secre
- asking himself.

. : S S ; Reception. Committee, - we . are-. in-
mainsprings of justice and mercy. .. It rfaplyL_-"‘ When I say so by Prorlama- !’orme[d has been - = d ¢ -
3 &1 intaresting experiment thut these  tion1" | A/ sempar aliguid nopr. » 13 heen appointed 1o meet:
worthy..men - hnve .sot, themselves to | afert.is an old and trite saying.  We the delepates and make the necegsary

undertake, and we sincerely hape that |
their intelligent investigations will
ahow resulty ol a satistnctory nature, !

wondez if anything mare novel then . Afangements for the conference. All
this can be found even in this land of | delegates must arrive by the morning .
wonders | _ : | of the aath ibstan, E

.
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Seeds of Disruption

[SP!;’C[AI,L\' CONTRIBUTED BY AN -
Excrisn CORRESPONDENT]

‘I'he seeds of epoch-marking events
_would, in the wisdom of the gods, of-
“iimes scem to be sown in most re-
mote and least likely soil. To the Ang-
lo-saxon lodged in a small isle in the
North Atlantic it was given to.take
up the thread of human progress .and
to keep alight the torch at which the
slumbering  pgenius  of the East

should in time. to come once again |
if |

be kindled. It would seem as
that hour bad already struck, . Qnce
again we witness the birth, or per-
haps rather, the re-birth of an island
nationh that has already manifested
the attributes of a great and intensely
With the rising of the
sun of fapan there undoubtedly be-
gan a new chapter in the world’s his-
tory, and ere that chapter be closed,
many a modification in the bearing of
West towards East will have been
found necessary and, it is to be hoped,
will have been freely adopted. To
‘no people is this matter so import-
ant and so momentous as to us who
have the honour to be members of
the British Empire ;van Empi‘e em-
bracing peoples in almost every stage
of evolvement, peoples differing in
religion, ideals and physical complex-
ion. However slowly the mills of

knowledge of the causes that lie at
the back of the phenomena that
present themselves to us is so pain-
Tully small that he would be a bold
man who devted that Providence may
indeed have brought together such
heterageneous elements as are con-

|

b

!

of the Empire have been sufficiently ! sided over by white men, would seem
powerful 1o operate in healthy res- | to have taken firm rootalmost through.

traint of excesses and to nurse the
stow upward tendency of the new
fuster children. More recent years,
however, would seem to have brought
with them a change of tone, due,
doubtless, to the robust growth ol
what it is now the fashion to call no
lunger colonies, but sister states. The
tendency, nay, the avowed determin-
ation on the part of the colonist,
more especially of the colonial.born,
is to maintain the lands over which
he has dominion as a “ White man's
country ” which tern, in its true nak-
edness, means that he, the white man,
shall alone be privileged to exercises

- the Tullest ownership rights in respect

of them. Much may be forgiven a
people actuated by unselfish motives
however rudely their work be carried
out. But once the canker of racial
exploitation usurps the place of true
government the whole character
of that purpose is changed, the
knell of that people’s doom is sound-

-ed, the seeds of disruption have been

sown. That such a policy of racial
sclfishness in our colonial commun-
ities has arisen shortly upon the géant-
ing to them -f Responsible Govern-
ment—a policy in face of which the
Mother State, once powerful to check,
now stands confessedly impotent, is
being cvidenced on every hand, but in

. . S Do Cas : :
God grind, grind they do, and uur- case mote temarkably than in

South Africa.

In Canada and Australasia we wit-
ness ‘the spectacle of a handful of
“whites” monopolising  continents
which they, themselves, are unable to
develop, but which from motives of
“ self protection ™ they declare shall

tained within the fold of cur Empire | 00 be available to contain subjects
so that out of their interaction—uot | of the Empire who in many cases are
necessarily physioligical in character | Naturally better adapted to their de-
—might be born a species combining | velopment.  The rights of property
: ; S0 applted can scarce amcunt to less

,the best qualities of botb.
In the penetration into India of

the Englishinan and his remarkabde

zeal Jor colonisation of the past fve

4

T

!

|

centuries it is perhaps not unreason- |

able to see the action of forces of a
truly missionary character.  To have
carried the light of a new and virile

civilisation into quartgrs of the globe |

whose peoples were sunk in the tur-
por of degeneracy, to have stirred in-
to-life the smouldering embers of sell-
canscivusness, to have re-div cted the
halting steps of those to whom the
way was lergotten is truly to bave per-
formed no ignoble servicee. That
such motives have, in the past, in-
spired Englishmenwho were privileged
to strike the key of the nation’s action,
can be little doubt:  “T'he
migsionary spurit is the spirit of sacri-
fice, the spirit of giving ol leaven-
ing the lump, amd irrespective  of
more or less faulty execution, this
irreproachable ideal has, in the main,
bein the dominant one hitherto,
The conduct of pioneers towards the
subject races in remote lands may
"notalways have been consonant with
_this ideal, but the forces at the heart

than o reductto ad absurdam. The
maxim si wlere fuo wl -alieruom non

. leedns has herein special significance,

Moreaver, surh an attitude amounts
to a challenge which must some day
find an acceptor. )

In South Africa the situation is
complicated by the fact of a large
and growing indigenous population,
plus a considerable number of set-
tled immigrants from Asia. There
the * White man'scountry” doctrine
would appear to be particularly iner n-
gruous. ‘T'he Bantu races of the sub-
coutinent are virile and admittedly
amenable to the influences of Europ-
ean civilisation. Long association

-with European settlers has had the

effect of quickening their evolvement
and to-day a goodly proportion have
been so far awakened to their own
possibilities as to call out, with no
little pers'stence, for a larger measure
of education and recognition.- 1o-
wards this spirit the attitude of the
luropean colonist can scarcely be
said to be sympathetic. The doctrine
that the native should furnish the un-
skitled labour for the industries pre-

out South Africa. With the excep-
tion of the Cape Colony, whose ex-
ample is looked at askavce by her
neighbours, the native is whelly unre-
presented politically, and legislation -
when it touches him or affects him at
all, almost invariably. contemplates
him as belot. and a convenience to
his white overlord. His education, it
is felt, should be limited to that
degree which would just qualify him
for menial service. Any tendency to
rise beyond that should be firmly dis-
couraged, as it is said in his own in-
tetesls.  One hears much of the
dangers of Ethiopianism and of the
unwisdom of “ pouring old wine in
new bottles.” Examrles of superficial-
ity are: pointed to as proof of the gen-
eral incapacity of the black man to
truly assimilate white civilisation, for-
getiul of the fact that the <hobblede-
hoy’ stage is invariably unlovely,
How this concept of a “ White man’s
country, artificially produced by the
permanent helotage of a ten-to-one
majority . of virile and awakening
aboriginals is to be translated into
practical politics and wmaintained, is
not so easy to perceive. That it like-
wise contains the clements of racial
coilision and c¢ouflict can hardly be
doubted. The conduct of the Trans-
vaal and of Natal towards their set-
tled Asiatic population is all of a
piece with the native policy. Indeed
it is almost certain that the Anti-
Asiatic attitude is, to a great extent,
a corollary of that policy. The South
African politician regards with dis-
favour the intreduction of an alien
coloured elementlargely ontheground
of bis dangerous influence upon the
quickening self-consciousness of the
native, » During the recent struggle
there were not wanting frank admis-
sions that the disinclination on the
part ol the Asiatics to submit un-
guestioningly to the dictation of the
“whites' was calculated to react
dangerously upon the native mind.
The question- of colour is thus seen
to occupy pride of place. Curious as
it may appear to those whom distance
enables to see in truer perspective,
the fact of prejudice, deep and un-
shakable based upon colour, excites
no surprisc in the Africander. The
Grondwet of the Transvaal Republic
laid down as a fundamental Article of
its Constitution ** that there should
be no equality belween white and
coloured.” “lrade jealousy and an
ignorant intolerance Jf untamiliar
customs and manners have contribut-
ed largely towards the anti-Asiatic an.
tagonism. The presence of inden-
turced labour—Chinese in the Trans-
vaal and Indian in Natal-—has like-
wise contributed much fuel to the
racial fire.  White labour, if not pres-
ently assailed, feels itsell potentially
threatened. The recent success of
the Asiatic passive resistance against
the Transvaal Registration Law,
while it undoubtedly raised the com-
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munity in the opinion of a section of
the Europeans, has seemingly but
strengthened the determination of the
" several colonies to either rid them-
selves altogether of their Asiaties or
else to reduce them to the dead level
of the native. A party leader recently
delivered himself of the view that
" coloured immigrants should be given
no rights beyond those enjoyed by
natives. It shouid be rememberd
that the disabilitics imposed upon
Asiatics by the late Transvaal Repub-
Yic have never been removed, so that
“taxation without representation” is
still true of British Indians who are,
moreover, incapable of owning “fixed’|
property save in locations set apart
“for them, to which they are, further-
- more, liable Lo removal.  The Indian
opposition to the Registration Law
was justified partly on the ground
that there was reason {o suspect Lhal
regis‘ration would, at ne greal inter-
val, be followed by compulsory re--
moval to localions, - The experiences
of the Indian community in 1g03,
when lecations, in some instances
miles away from the town, were
"marked out and the Indians ordered
to remove to them, may have afforded
reasonable excuse for some such sus-
picion. Like the Law itself, the
locations still exist and latest tele-
graphic news is just to band to the
effect that the new draft Gold Law of
the Transvaal embodies a clause
which will operate to derive Indian
merchants and other traders of their
right to trade in Johannesburg and
other towns in the mining area save
© in locations, -

Natal confesscdly owes her pros-
perity, nay her very existence, 10 the
labours of the patient and poorly re-
compensed indentured Indian. = For
forty years Natal has drawn on Indix's
manhood for her own physical up-
building. To-day the Colony [eels it-
sell capable of dispensing with India’s
.assistance ; perhaps indentured lab-
our with power to repatriate the used-
-up corpus might still be tolerated but-
public conscience in England, if not
in the Colony itself, is still sufficiently
sensitive to revolt against such a pro-
posat which, however, has not infre-
quently been subnitted for sanction
to His Majesty's Government. - The
Indian trader must, however, be -got
rid of at any cost, and so news comoes
to hand that 2 Bill isto be introduced
at the next Session of the Natal ar-
liament with the object of repatriat-
Ing—or expatriating —Asiatics Jur-

ing the next ten years, always allowing
compensation where vested inlerests
are disturbed, Far reaching as this
.demsm'n may be, thegblow to those
Immediately concerned nmight be tem-
pered by the qualifying clement of
compensation were it not that the ex-
1stence of a Law, the Dealers’ Licen-
ces Act, virtually £Mpowers Licensing
Bpards, established in the several dis-
tnets of the Colony, to.withhold jn
their abnoluie disciction, 1enewsls of

XU shup and uther trading ticen- |

reve Paawe Hoards are nat Inire-

~ Juwe13TH, 1908

INDIAN.OPINION

querﬁly composed of local Buropean
shop-keepers themselves, the bltu’erest
opponents of Asiatic_traders.  When
the fact’is recalled that last year no
less than thirty renewals of old estab-
lished and reputable Indian shop-
keepers were refused in one district
-alone, and that ‘a similar policy has
already been initiated this year, some
idea may be gathered of the probable
value of the compensation clause
above referred to.’

The disabilities herein specified by
no means constitute a complete list ;
rather are they suggestive of the gen-
eral attitude of the European Colun-
ist towards the Asiatic. Whether
such attitude can be maintained in-
definitely, time alone will show.. This
at least is certain that it is a complete
reversal of the pringiple which guided
the original building of the Empire
and that it is being maintained with-
out any regard for the welfare of the
Empire as a whole and in the narrow-
est and least Imperialistic spirit.

The Municipalities Bill

- A Cotting Criticism

In criticising the provisions of the
Transvaal Municipal Bill recently
Bazetled, the FPreforia News says

The Bill is not perfect. Its attempt

cult proviem of the municipal status
of coloured men, natives and Asiatics,
stands sell-admitted and self-confessed
a failuré-  For instance, although it
legislates in two cases for the imposi-
tion of serious and most_unfair disa-
bilities upon coloured persons, it does
not define a coloured person.  Now
it seems a little difficult to contemp-
late legislation for the indefinite, 1If,
for instance, a coloured person is not
to be allowed to walk upon the foot-
path, and if the Government considers
the anachronitic regulation which for-
bids him to do so a desirable one—
s0 desirable indeed that it resurrects
it from the limbo of that legislative
wastepaper basket into which Lord
Milner so contemptuocusly and so
properly flung s6 many of the laws of
the ate South Alrican Republic—
then it must surely be prepared to
define a coloured person, or create a
Gilbertian situation, The danger of
reducing such legislation to the ludi-
crous is aptly illustrated by the per-
{ectly true story of the Pretoria
i resident and ratepayer who  was re-
fused a municipal vote by the High
Court on the plea that he was a
coloured man, and was forbidden to
marry the girl to whom he was
engaged by a marriage officer, on the
plea that he, a white man, should
kinow better than to try lo marry a
coloured girl. - This unfortunate per-
1 Son s now in the position of being
| voteless, because the High Court
|- onsidered him coloured, and wifulean,
i bacause the marriage officur cnnsider

to deal with the unquestionably diffi-

ed him white.- Then again thé.cla'use

which empowers municipalities to re-
fuse certain licences upon the vague
grounds of public policy and allows
no appeal to any Court from the de-
cision of the Council seems deli:.
berately designed to provoke the
exercise of the Imperial veto, exactly
as does the clause which enables
municipalities to- prohibit the use of
muaicipal trams by Asiatic and native
ratepayers, who are nevertheless called
upon to contribute towards, and to
help pay for, thé upkeep of those
trams. It is 2 little anomalous, for
instance, that the white unemployed -
who are at present in Pretoria should
be allowed te object to the presence
of a Chinaman upon a ‘municipal
tramcar, while they have no objections
to accepting his charity in the shape
of contributions of food and meney,.
Then again it is surely inconsistent to
prohibit 2 coloured man, however
clean he may be, from werking in a .
bakery or butchery simply on account
of his colour, while no provision is
made for.the prohibition of the em-
ployment ‘of dirty white men, The
important point about stich places is,
of course, rot that they should em-
ploy persons of "a certain colour but
persons who are cleanly in their work
and habits.  The Bill will deprive all
municipalities of their right to issue
native passes and of the revenue de- -

| rivable therefrom.” This is a very

admirable proposal. The native pass
syslem as existing at present in the
Transvaal is a source of unending in--
justice, irritation and- annoyance. not
only to natives but to their masters
and employers, and since the munici-
palities studiously refrain from per-
forming any services on behalf of the
natives who thus contribute towards
their revenue, they cannot complain
of being deprived of these powers.
. . . . - . - . . - - n-
1t is our hope that when the Bill has
passed through Parliament and has
assuimed its final shape, as far as

.

. Transvaal is concerned, it will be a

Bill of such " a nature as to commend
itself to the Imperial authorities, if
only in order that it may become Taw
without unnecessary delay. It would
be a pity to have sn admirable a work
indefinitely hung up by the refusal of
the Secretary of State forthe Colonies
t> advise' His Majesty to acquiesce in
its provisions, .

T -

SWAMI SHANKRANAND. Mr, Mok-
amchand writes saying that the Swami,
not having heard from him in” time,
kelt fur London on the 12th March.
Iorty pounds having however been
sent to him for his passage, Mr.
Mokamchand states that the Swami
will come’ to South Africa from
London, . : B

To MaDRaSSEE READERs. Mr. N.
T. Chetty, ot 150a, Grey Street Dur-
on, hag been appointed the local
Jethnwe of The Swadeaawntitran, &

Leadging, 1 init daity Jjousnalin Madray/
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The Johannesb{lrgr
Assault Case -

Alleged Assailant and Accomplice”
' Charged '

e Striking Evidence

{FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT)
- On Thursday, the gth instant, be-
fore Mr. . H. Jordan, in the ‘B’
Court, johannesburg, Mansook Ma:
dee, alias Maula Bagas, was charged
with assaulting Mr. Essop Mia,
Chairman of the British Indian Ass .
ciation, and Mahomed Shah, " alias
sShahji, was charged with having in-
cited to commit assaults on various
persons. - ‘I'he assault was commitied
with a stick, produced in Court
Mr. D, J. Schuurman prosecuted and'
Mr. Van Diggelen defended.
© Before the case for the prosecution

. was opened the Magistrate mentioned !

that he had received an anonymous
letter in connection with the case.
- He did not read the letter, but it was
most improper to write such a letter,
and if he could find out who the
writer was, he would know how to
deal with him,
- Mr. Essop Ismail Mia was then
called. He said that he was a
wholesale merchant, . and . British
Indian living in Johannesburg. At
about 2z p.m: on Sunday, the ryth
May, he was walking with- some
friends in the dicection of the Malay-
Location f:om Fordsburg, across the
open spare leading by a viaduct to
Locatie Street, - In the distance he
siw. lhe accused, Mahomed Shah,
‘eomwversing with anather man. _ He
himsell had four companions. He_
walked with two of his companions
until he came to the crossing under
the railway line,; -and, on going
through that crossing, he was struck
on- the shoulder, with a stick, by
-Mansook. -+ He turned round, and
Mangook then struck him a second
time, on th= nose, with a stick. He
feil-dewn and he remembered nothing
more for some time, as he became
uncon-cious at the time of the assault,
he did not see Mahomed Shah.
Mansook said nothing to him. -He
himsell had been frequently threat-
ened by Mahomed Shah before and,
-in consequence of these threats, he
had written to the Commissioner of
Police.  On one oceasion, Mahomed
Shah had said to him in the Mosque
- “1 will beat you and break you to
pieces.” The reason Mahomed Shah
had specially threatened him was be-
cause he was the Chairman of the
British Indian Association. Asa re-
sult of the assault, the bridge of his
_ nose was hroken.
fn cross-examination] he said that,
prior to the assault, he had not known
Mansook. nor could he swear that.he

was the man to whom he had scen

Mihomed Shah - speak. The two
* men vanished shortly alter he observed
them, It was not a fact that he
made the statement only to drag

. Mahomed Shah into the case. Ma-

humed Shah had often spread reports
that he was going to lose his life.
- Mahomed Shah had told him that in

the Musque. - Mansook did not speak
-to him.

(the accused) was going to do now
i that he had lost his billet after he
i had resisted the Law, nor did witness
"insult him by saying that he was only
~an ordinary coolie. He was one of
. the leaders who advised the Indians
7 not to register, and he led them io
|

passive resistance to the Law, alter
+ wards the Government had come to a
i compromise with them. They had
i asked all the people it they were sat-
| isfied with the arrangement made by

! the Government, at a meeting held.

'fimmediately alter the compromise
was arrived at.  He krew that some
of them had lost their jobs by not

Iregistering under the Law. All had

| suffered, even the merchants, ~

Here Mr. Jordan interrupted Mr.

[ Van Diggelen, saying. that, these

| questions had nothing to do with the

assault. Mr. Van Diggelen justified
his questions by saying that he want-
ed to show reason why the assault
had taken ptace. This was the way

their own people. Mr. Jordan said
that that was no excuse for the
assauit. :
- Dr. Gilchrist, the District Surgeon,
gave evidence as to the nature of the
injuries received by the complainant.
He described the injuries, and stated
that the bridge of the nose was badly
broken and that this particular injury
was a biad one.  He would still be in
attendance upon the complainant for
at least another week. As it hap-
pened, no serious results had ensued,
but that was because he had been
kept in dours. Had he gone out,
he ight have had erysipelas.

Moosa Ebrahim Patel stated that
he accompanied the complainant on
lthe day ot the assault. He saw the
i accused Mansook strike complainant
i on the back and, afterwards, on the
| nose, knocking him down insensible.
He afterwards struck him on the
body. He himsell endeavoured te
intervene, but accused Mansook
struck a blow at him, which, however,
missed him. He afterwards, with
others who ran up, seized the accused
Mansock, and detained him until the
arrival. of the Coostable. He did
not see Mahomed Shah at the time.

Ebrahim Dawood was then catled,
but at first refused to give evidence,
as he had been threatened by a man
outside.  Asked if he could point
out the man, he pointed out Fazali
Alahi, and stated that this man had
| asked him outside i he were a wit-
ness in the case and, upon his reply-
ing in the affirmative, he said * all-
right, I will look after you,” meaning
that he would havehim killed.

He said that he was a trolley-
driver, residing at La Rochelle. He
. was returning on Sunday, the r7jth
. May. from Fordsburg on his way to
11he Maiay- Location, and, near the

- -

He did not ask what he |

the leaders of the Asiatics had treated

! viaduct, he passed Mahomed Shah
' and Mansook Madee, who were con-
! versing together. He observed Ma-
t homed Shab point to a man who was
t going, along with some others, in the
same direction as himself, telling
him to look after the man with the
shawl round his head. The wman
with the shaw] was the complainant.
He understeod the words used to
mean that Mansook should assault
the complainant. He then went on
to his destination in the Malay Loca-
ticn, but, a few minutes afterwards,
was informed that the complainant
had been assaulted, and, upon- going
to the viaduct, he found the complain-
ant insensible on the ground, and the
accused Mansook in the custody of
the puliceman,

In cross-examinution, witness said
that he had no business relations at
all with the complainant, nor was he
dependent upon the latter. He dis.
tinctly overheard this conversation.
Che reason that he had net informed
the complainant thereofl immediately
was that he had no reason to believe
that an assault was immediately in-
tended. A. M. Cachalia was next
called, and he gave similar evideace
to that of Mahomed Ebrahim Patel.
Moulvi Ahmed Mukhtiar said that he
was Priest of the Hamidia Mosque,
Newtown. Aboul two weeks befare
the assault, the accused Mahomed
Shah had conversed with him about
the complainant, and said that the
latter would have to account for being
a witness in Mr. Gandhi’s case
against the Pathans. About a month
before that, he had been at the Mos-
que in Kerk Streer, and had there
seen Mahomed Shah, who, in the
presence of witnesses, had told him
that he had told three or four Path-
ans to assault complainant, but that
the men were not ready yet to do so,
and that, therefore, his own stick
would be used un complainant’s
head. Mahomed Shah had further
warned him that he should not asso.
ciate’ with the members of the Ham-
idia Islamic Socicty, nor with com.
plainant and certain others, Other-
wise, witness would be beaten. It
was not a fact that Mahomed Shah
was a priest. He was a dervish, apd
and his following was chiefly that of
lunfing Pathans, whom he influenced,
The good Pathans would have nothing
to do with him, ]

In cross-examination, he denied
that he was in any way dependent
upon the complainant. His room
was atlached to the Mosque, which
had been built by public subscription,
and his salary was paid by the Trus-
tees of the Mosque. The complain-
ant held no afcial position in regard
. to the Mosque. He was not a Trus-
tee. It was not a lie to say that
Mahomed Shah was not a priest, nor
could the accused give any proof
that he was a priest. In proof that
he himself was a priest, he claimed to
be able to read and explain the Kor-
an, but the accused could do neither.
It was not a fact that Mahomed
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Shah had a large iollowing, and that , The Political Organization
‘witness was jealous. He had no 1 of Indian_Moslems
quarrel with the aecused previously °
1o the assault. Mahomed Shah had
no  Mosque, nor did he 'pre:u:h. )
Sometimes he w;:rklcddo?} a mlneh-l):l; The Tiaes iatcj tlla:; a mﬁcu?gt;o
for a long time he had done nothing . .. eare a London branch of the
;: all, sogfar as he knew, There was) ?ﬁ?ﬁ\dia Moslem League was held at
no disgrace ]i" worki::g on L,n mmt'. the Caxton-l:]all, “'e::t:pinsteri] on ft:}c
it certainly was not priest's work. ] erthe chairmanshipof My
E;l: did not rz.:prcsunt t'l[:c ‘c:lpftalis‘ts : gt\hl‘s!j;)‘; ?lnk AL, C.LE, late p]udgc
amongst the Mahomedans, nor did* (1 (afeatta High Court, the pre-
the accused Matomed Shalirepresent - cgone of the branch. The meeting
the poor.- - was largely attended by lndian Mus-
Supcn.n'tc.ndcnt J: J.’ Vernon o i sulmans resident in ‘]ngland, m}d‘-
“A” Division gave evidence ofthe o members of the India Council,
B e et i | e Sy, Hasin Wigm, 51
rant. re Tresic @ . Theodore Monson, and Mr. K.
ruse, to the effect that accused’s reg- ?;1 rGili[;:.;)' w:;rc present.,
© istration certificale was awaiting him | "7 g course of his inaugural ad-
at Von Brandis Square, and he had g0 00 b Cramaray said the oceasion -

then conducted him 1o Mmj‘“‘“” | was not without importance, for it was
Square, where he had arrested him.

b . the first gathering of the King's Mus-
Fhe constable pave cvidence re- [ sulman subjects m the metropolis of

garding the arrest of Mansook, whom 1, British Lmpire to ensure corporate

he had found surrounded by a mum-| o gon for theie advancement.  So far
ber of Indians, who were detaining | 1,10 being actuated by sectional o
him, and goe of whom gave him the | o 00\ motives, their primary idea

A London Branch

stick produced in Court, with which | &

the aileged assault was committed.
The complainant was then lying in- |
sensible on the ground. . i

At this stage the case was remand-
ed to the 12th instant.

A QGross Insult

Cutting Indian Women’s Hair

the Naltal Mercury as fotlows:—I have
returned (rom ‘Tongaat, where my !
business took me last wesk. While 1!

was at the station the train from‘}

Stanger arrived, and among the pas- ;
sengers was one Indian woman, who
had been released from the Stanger
gaol, where she had been imprisoned.
for failing to pay the £3- yearly
licence to reside in the colony. The
sentence and imprisonment may be
presumed to be according to law;
but, sir, s there any law permitting
the gaol authorilies to crop the hair of
women close, once they are within
prison walls?  This has been done in |
this case to my own knowledge ; and
I am informed that it is the rule of
the Stanger gaol to have the hair of
all Indian women who may be im- |
prisoned there cut short. Now, sir, |
I know that, lor an Indian woman to !
have her hair compulsorily cut in this
way, is the greatest indignity that can
be inflicted, and the generality ot |
women would prefer lashes, or even
death, to suchadegradation. 1 have |
made inquiries here, and have been |
told that there is such regulation re-
garding Indian women in the Durban

as to promote concord and harmony
amonyg the dilferent nationalities of
India, and to work in (urtherance of
the general interest of the country
and the cause of good government,
in co-operation with their fellow-

| countrymen of all classesand creeds.

But for this purpose, as also for the
purpose of safe-guarding and prose-
cuting their general interests, they

1 felt the -necessity of cohesion and
 solidarity among themselves,
i useless denying the fact that hitherto.

An Indian correspondent writes to |

It was

the Mahomedan commuanity had in
the administration of the country been
regarded as a negligible quantity.
Their inability so far_to derive fuil
benefit from the progressive move-
ments of the time, or to exercise their
legitimate influence on the counsels
of Government, had been attributable
to various causes, among (hem being
their slowness in the first instance to
take to Eoglish cducation, and their
failure to recognize as a body the
value of corporate and communal
activity. The process of disintegration,
assisted “from outside, had gone on
for nearly three-quarters of a century
until Mahomedan society was com-
posed only of cliques and factions
with.conflicting aims and ambitjons.
But in recent years great changes had
occurred -in India, and at last the
Moslem community had awakened to
the fact that the attainment of its
ideals and the recognition of its rights -
rested mpon its own collective exer-
tions, ‘The formation of the All-India
Moslem League was the outcome of
this recognition, and it existed to
promote by all constitutional m thods

. the welfare of the Alahomedan sub-
Jects ot the British Crown, and to
saleguard their interests without want.

gaol. It such a course of action is; o0y hurting the feelings or illegiti-
not lawful, the Government should | Mtely encroaching on the rights of

bave the matter fully inquired into, so ;
2810 prevent Ahe repetition of an ine i
,ust'n‘.r. and a grave pubjic sepndul. !

any other community.
" a principle. he had publicly ex.

He adhered

v reooed in Dondon whon a lnw studens

31 yeard agd, that » United Indi,
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should be the watchword of our pro-
gress,” which he had -since consist-
ently-followed. The Mahomec'la.ns,
equally with the other communities,
were interested in the broadening of
the foundation of Government on real
liberal lines, in the broadening of thg.,
bases of sympathy between the official
classes and the people, in the growth
in India and in the colonies of better
relations between Easterns and West-
erns, in the development of represent--
ative institutions, and in the improve-
ment of various departments of -ad-
ministration, But the Mahomedans
had their own particular interests,
and could not strive for the attainment
of their ideals under the w®gis of any
organization other than their own.
As examples of directions for definite
communal effort, he mentioned the
desirability of moving the Legislature
to undo the mischief that had resulted
from judicial pronouncement against
family wakfs (endowments), or against
the 'legitimacy of the children of a
Moslem .female -convert; of asking
for an adjustment of the political
balance ; and of founding a Moslem
place of worship in London. Itwould
also be an object of the organization
to bring Mahomedans into touch with
the leaders of thought in England>
He concluded with an expression of
horror and abhorrence, shared, he was
certain, by all true friends of India,
at the cruel outrage at Masuffapur..
He wished he could hope that the
deed was an act of 'isolated malice or
individual vindictiveness; but he-
greatly lfeared the poison had been
allowed to go too deep to justify such
hope. He had endeavoured to repre-
sent to responstble people the neces-
sity of dealing not merely with symp- .
.toms by palliatives, but of trying to~
eradicate the poison by reaching the
heart—the inner feelings of the people.

It was announced that Sir Henry -
Seymour King, M.P., Sir Raymond
West, Mr. Harold Cox, M.P., and
Mr. C. A, Latit had become: vice-
presidents of the branch, with Mr.
Ibni Abmad as hon. sectelary, and
the appointment of -2 -committec was
also notified. . .
- Major Syep Hasan, late of the
Indian Medical Service, who has
accepted the secretaryship of the
league in India, reviewed the circum-
stances of its lormation and definite
organization. e

Mr. Haroro' Cox, M.P., briefly
congratulated his Mussulman friends
on the creation of the league.

Mr. L. W. RitcH has been ssked
to join the Committée as an honorary
member and has accepted the position.

A NEw AssociaTion. A meeting
was held at Mr. K. Vengadasala
Padayachy’s -residence, Maritzburg,
on Sunday last, when it -was decided
to form an Association under the
name of “The Vanuja Chathrya
Association.” The objects are to
biiki a Hinds Temple. and to help

1hs paor. Aboul se members have
Jornwd thm Association,
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Asiatic Registration in ' sion from the Territory. Continued or";

 Southern Rhodesia "

A Draft “ Ordinance to restrict the
Immigrasion of Asiatics into Southern
~Rbodesia and to provide for the Regis-
fiation of such Asiatics as are alrendy
resident therein,” has just been publish-
ed in the local Gasette, The provisions
are practically on all fours with those
of the original Draft Asiatic Ordinance
* of the Transvaal, with the exception of
the following clanses :

2. In this Ordivance, unless incou-
sistent with the . conlext, * Asiatic®
shall mean any person belonging to any
of the pative taces of Asia, inoluding

" the so-called Coolies, Arabs, Malays and
Mohammedan subjects of the Turkish
dominions, not beibg a Malay born aud
resident in any British Colony or Pos-
session in South Africa,

~, 8. Every Asiatic not being the holder

of a certificate of registration, or a per-'

son entitled to registration as lerein-
after set out, is a prohibited immigrant,

and, on enteving or attempting to enter-

this Territory, shall be liable to any and

every penalty imposed by law and to

expalsion from this Territory, .
-4, Every Asiatic resident and actually
in this- Territory abt the date of the
promulgation of this Ordinance, and
“every Asintic subsequently born in this
Territory, shall, subject to the pro-
wvisions hercinafter seb out, be registered
Jin -the register of Asintics, and shall
thereupon be entitled to receive, free of
- charge, a certificate of registration,

6. Any Asiatic who is temporarily
ubsent fromy this Territory, and whe,
immedintely prior to his departure, re-
sided in the Territory for a continuous
period of or exceeding thivee years, and
who shall return to this Territory within
a period of six months from the date of

‘the” promblgation ‘of this Ordinance,

shall be entitled to apply for and receive
a certificate of registration, which appli-
_cation shall be made within the-time
prescribed by Regulation or immediate-
Iy npon his return, whichever date shall
“be the later, The fact of such previons
__residence shall be proved to the satis-
“faction of the Registrar. Any snch
Asiatic may, on such retura, bring with
him his lawfal wife and children under

the age of sixteen years. -

21, Any Asiatic entering or attempt-
ing to enter this Territory not being
registered or not entitled to registration,
and ‘any Asintic Jefusing to register

. within the preseribed period without
reasonable and sufficient cause, shali e
subject to avrest, and npon such arrest
shall be immediately bromght before a
Magistrate who may grant an order for
expulsion from_ the Territory, which
order shall prescribe the period within
which the Asiatic is to leave.
such Asiatic be found in the Territory
after the cxpiry of such prescribed

- period- he shall be lisble on eonviction
to & fine of five hundred pounds, or in
defanlt of payment to imprisonmeit

- with hard labour for a period not ex--

ceeding aix wouth, and. wpob om:
Pletloti of sy sshtenys parsed; wgmpal

. repeated failare to comply with any ex-

" pulsion order shall render the Asiatic '
liable to the above set ont penalties un- |

til such order is complied with.
DD

grieved by any order of expuision may
request that the proceedings and order
be submitted to 2 Judge of the High
Coart for review, or may appeal from

any such order to the Hizh Court, |
Upon such request being made, or up- |

peal noted, the Magistrate who has

granted such order shall immedintely
forward the proceedings to the Registrar

of the High Court. The rules govern-
ing and controlling the dealing with
cases appealed from or sobmitted for
review from a Magistrate’s Conrt shall
apply to any such review or appeal, and
the said Judge or High Court may quash

-or confirm such proceedings or grant

such other order as may be deemed ex-

pedient. In the eveut of an appeal.

being noted, or review r=quested, the or-
der of the Magistrate for expulsion shall
nob be acted upon until the- decision of
the Judge of the High Court be made
known. T

New Rhodesian Licensing
: Law ’

Summary of Provisions

The following is a summary of the
new Ordinance of Southern Rhodesia
to regulate the trade of general Deal-
ers and Hawkers, and to amend the
law relating to Licences :

The provisions ot the « Hawkers
Licensing Ordinance, 1904 do not
apply to any hawker's licence, the
certificate for which is granted by any
Municipality, Sanitary Board or Vil-
lage Management Board.

No General Dealers' licence shall
be issued or granted to. any person
who, at the time of the promulgation
of the Ordinance was not already a

-licence holder, except upon the issue

of a certificate under the Ordinance,
nor shall any hawker’s licence be

issued except upon such a certificate |

Lists of existing general dealers’
licences shall be kept in each district,
and, within such district, the licence
holder shall be exempt from the certi-
ficate provisions. ;

Any general dealer’s or hawker’s
licence requiring the certificate for
its issue is deemed to be a new li-
cence, o
Before a new licence is granted,
application for a certificate of per-
mission must be made to the Munici-
pal Council, Sanitary Board, or Vil-
lage Management Board of the partic-

i ular area ; a special meeting of such
Shonid :

body shall be held for-the purpose of

considering the application, which

shall be granted, unless at least two-

“thirds of those voting, being a clear

majority of ‘the members (orming
such body, are opposed to the issue
of the certificate.

Whsare e sach boedy cainte, o
sposinl  Ldrensipy  Board, prejidcd

Any Asiatic feeling himself ag-

:

H

over by the local Magistrate, is seated.
- Fourteen days’ notice of intention to
apply for a new licence, giving full
particulars of the premises sought to
be licensed, must be given in a local
journal. Upon refusal ot such appli-
cation, no further application by the
same person respecting the same
premises can be made within six
months, .

Monthly lists of certifieates issued
are to be forwarded to the district
Magistrates, who, when licences are
taken out in pursuance thereof, shafl
add the names of the licencees to the
old list, the licencees being exempted
as to the necessity of obtaining certi-
ficates in cases of renewals, - \

In the event of the death of a
licencee, his legal representatives
may carry on the business under the
same licence, :

Any person trading without obtain-
ing a certificate where such is refused,
shall be deemed to be trading without
a licence!

Each shop or separate business
shall be separately licensed. Any li-
cencee, twice convicted of breach of
the Sunday trading law or for selling
spirituous liquors without a licence,
may be additionally punished by the
cancellation of his licence ; in such n -

. case, he cannot obtain a fresh licenca
for twelve months therealter,
i Any person, either by himself or
!his attorney, may appear belore the
| aforementioned licensing bodies in
;support of or in opposition to any
. application for a licence. The licen-
sing body may make suitable inquiries
in regard to any application,

A hawker is defined as “any per-
-son other than the duly licensed
agent of a foreign firm who goes from
“place to place carrying, for the pur-
,pose of sale barter or exchange, wares
and merchandise not being the growth,
produce, or manufacture of South
Aftrica, but shall not include persons
bartering or exchanging any goods or
articles for any produce of Southern-
Rhodesia intended for consumgption by
themselves ot their employees,”

Except for existing hawkers’ licen-
ces, no new hawkers’ licence shall en- -
title the holder tv trade outside the
area in which it is taken odt..

NEGrRO QUESTION IN AMERICA,
Mr. R. S. Baker contributes to the
American Magasene a very interesting
paper; illustrated with portraits of
Mr. .-Du Bois and Mr. Booker T.
Washington, describing the conflict
between the negro parties and negro
leaders; and their methods of dealing
with their own problem in America.
Mr. Baker is much impressed by the
extraordinary development of the
negro race in the last forty years;
the negro has developed remarkably
rapidly, especially along racial lines,
A negro theatre has come into exist-
ence, and there are two hundred
negro newspapers and magazines,
and there has been a real develop:
mank af the reare soirt and vaitcpr
IpiouRness,
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Mr. Gandhi’s Address
Before the Y.M.C.A.

Fall Text

# pre Asiatics and the Colonred Races
a Menace to the Empire?”
{ Concluded )
1 have said that the African’ races
have undoubtedly served the Empire,
and I believe so have the Asiatic
races, or, rather, British Indians.
Have not the British Indians fought
on many a battle-ield? A people,
moreover, who have religion as the
basis of life cannot be a menace.
And how can the African races be a
menace? They are still in the his-
tory of the world’s learners. Able-
bodied and intelligent men as chey
are, they cannot but be an asset to
the Empire. I believe with Mr.
Creswell that they ought not to be
protected. We do not want protection
for them in any shape or form, but I
do believe this—that they are entitied
to justice, a fair field and no favour.
Inimediately you give that to them,
you will find no difficulty. Whilst,
therefore, Asiatics and other coloured
“people cannot be a menace, Asiatics
at least have been made a menace in
some colonies. We have been told
that Natal and Mauritius are awful
examples to every white man through-
out the world. 1 do not know that
they are such awful countries, but I,
at the same time, believe that if what
happened in Natal had not happened,
it would have been different—whether
better or worse we are not for the
present discussing; but, il these
countries have been ruined, they have
“been ruined purposely by white men,
or, rather, by a {ew of them who were
in & hurry to get rich. If they had
onty bided their time and opportunity,
no such thing need, would, have hap-
pened, They did not hesitate to
import indentured labour, which might
be called semislave labour, from
India. Posterity has to pay for it
If, therefore, Natal er Mauritius has
suffered, “it has suffered not from
Asiatics as such, but from-a system of
labour of which Asiatics happened 10
form part. Had there been white
indentured labour Instead, the result
would have been the same. Itis not
the free Indian population that can
ever do any harm whatsoever to the
Colonies. ’
But I do also admit that there are
some reasonable complaints with re-
ference to British Indians. I venture,
however, to submit that these com-
plaints have no real basis. - It is
complained that they live in dirty
hovels. Yes, some of them do. They
are said to live very cheaply. But if
you were to examine these complaints,
I think, you would come to the con-
clusion that they could be dealt with
very easily and very effectively by
municipal regulations. There are
many complaints against the people
Living in the East Knd of London by

b

|

! but no one has suggested that, there-

the people living in the West Ead,
fore, the people in the East End
should be swepl away. Sweep away
the rack rent and the conditions pre-
vailing in the East End, and its in-
habitants will be just as good as those
in the West End. Similarly also,
sweep away the conditions under
which British Indians are called upon
to live, sweep away the gondition
that they cannot own a patch of land
which they can call their ‘own, that

their being on God’s earth in South
Africa with any degree of freedom,
self-respect, and manliness, and they
will realise that in Rome they must
live as the Romans do, and will
respond to every real and reasonable
call that can be made upon them by
the white man; but-I ask you to be
patient with them just as you would
be patient with any fellow-man. Treat
him as a real, live human being, and
you will have no such thing as the
Indjan question in the country.
Please do not forget I do not advocate
that there should be absolutely free
immigration. On the contrary, 1 have
always sa'd, and British Indians ad-
mit, that_there may be regulation of
immigration, but never based ‘on
colour. Anyone who is accepted as
an immigrant ought to be entitled to
all the rights that.a man who- lives in
the country should possess. \Whether
he should have political rights or not
is another question. I am not here
_to-day to discuss the political question
at all. But there should be no two
opinions as to whether he may live
freely without being restricted, move
freely without being restricted, own
land, or trade honestly. British In-
dians and Englishmen have come
together by Divine Providence. 1
may add, and [ believe it is true, that
when the British occupied India, it
was not owing to - humanitarian
grounds, but that the act was selfish
and eften tinged with dishonesty,
But Nature's ways are inscrutable,
She often unmakes what man makes
and produces good out of evil. Such
is, in my opinion, the case with the
British connection with India. T be-
lieve that the two races, the British
and the Indian, have been brought
together, not only for their own mutual
advantage, but to leave an impress on
the history. of the wurld. Belicving
that, I also believe that it is well for
me to be a loyat subject of the Em-
pire, but hot 1 hope a member of a
subject-race. T trust it is the mission’
of the English race, vven where there
are stbject-races, to raise them to
equality with themselves, to give them
free institutions and make them
absolutely free men. I that be the
mission of the Empire, the mission
ol the British race, then is it not as
well that the millions of buman beings
should be trained for scli-govetnment ?
If we look into the Miture, is it not a
heritage we have to leave to posterily,
that all the different races commingle

and produge a civilisation that per-

-

they cannot live, and move, and have |

haps the world has not yet seen?
There are difficulties and misunder-
standings, but 1 do believe, in the
words of the sacred hymn, “ We shall
know each other better when the

Umists have rolled away.”

o
Mr. Merriman on Labour

) “ The Coloured Man the Wor‘ker "o

Press telegrams from” Cape Town
state that a deputation ol workers, in-
cluding delegates from the Trades
Council, the Labour Representation
Committee, and various Trade Unions,
waited on Mr. Merriman, the Prime .
Minister, un the jth inst., to urge the
need of carly Jegislation on matters
affecting labour,

The delegates were accompanied
by Dr. Hewat, M.L.A.,, Dr. Greer,
M L.A., Sir Pieter Bam, M.L.A., and
were introduced by Mr. Fremantle
M L.A. —
| Speeches were delivered by Mr, .
Maginess, late Labour candidate, Mr,
King, secretary of the Trades Council,
r. Greer, Mr. Fremantle, etc.  The
points” urged by the deputation were
the need of factory legislation, a
‘Wages Board, the abolition of con-
tract labour, one member constituen-
cies, combination for Civil Servants,
ete. '

Mr. Merriman delivered a charxe-
teristic reply.. He took exception to
Mr. Maginess's statement that the
deputation represented the workers of
the coleny and said, “ Now, gentle-
men, you do not represent the work-
ers of the colony.  You represent a
very small scction,  You do not re-
present the real workers of the colony
who are very seldom heard at meet-
ings of this kind.  I'refer to the
coloured population. You represent
the dominunt caste in this country—
the white people.” .

Proceeding, Mr. Merriman  said
there was no work which could not in
time be done by black man us by
white. .They had, thereflore, always
to take intv account when Lhey
talked about -the minimum wage
that the minimum was the wage
which would be accepted by the
black man.

“You are in-this country really the
aristocracy,” said the Premier forcibly.
He added that the democracy was
the coloured people, and the latter
outnumbered the white by four to one.
We had a problem here which did not
exist in any of the other colunies,
The great bulk of the work ol this
t country was done by the black man.
Take, for example, the Rand. | These
things put ¢normous difficulties in the
way when dealing with labour legisli- -
non.

To ve .Epu¢aten 1N ENGLAND.
Mr. Hajee Suleman Shah Mahomed,
of Capetown, has sent his son Jousub
to Cambridge, where he will study
for watrigulation,
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Cape Immigration Law

Amending Proclamation

The Cape Proclamation, Ko. S0 of
1907, iv amended, in e current unme-
ber of the Cape Government Gazette,

by a new Proclamation, No. 221 of

1008, in terims of the provisions of the
Immigration Act of 1906,

The fullowing amended regulations

nuder the provisions of the 8th Section |

of the Fmmigration Act, 1906, repluce
Sections 10, 12, 17 and 22 of the old

Regulations @

10. Every person arriving in any ship at
anv port in this Colony before being per.
mitted to land as an unprohibited immigrant
shall be-required to satisfy the Imunigration
Officer either (a4} that he is not among those
prohibited by the Act, or (4} that he is ex.
enipled from its provisions; and the [mmi-
gration Officer shall, for the purpose of this
Regulati'n, require every passenger, not
being a minor undersixteen, travelling with =
pnrent or guardian, or a wife accompanying

- her husband, to Gl in the Form set ont in the
Annexure I, hercto ; and nny person refusing
to comply with such requirement, and any
person who, notwithstanding his having com-
plied with such requirement, is, in the
opinion of the Immigration Officer, a pro-
hibited immigrant, shall be liable 10 be de-
tained, either on board the ship or on the

- order of the Chief Immigration Officerat sch
other place and under such conditions as the
Minister may from time to t'me prescribe;
provided that any person claiming, in spite T
such opinion, to be entitled to land in the
Colopy shall be informed that he may apply
to the Supreme Court for an order authorising
his landing ; and that reasonable facility shall
be al'for(lc& him for so applying; and pro.
vided further that if any person admits that
he is prohibited, or, claiming to be not pro-
‘hibited, fails within areasonable time, having
regard to the period during which the ship is
to remain in port, to appeal to the Court as
aforesaid, he shall be deported and, pending
deportation, be detained in such place, and

.in such manner, and under such conditions
n$ the Minister may direct ; and any person
detained under this Regulation who escapes
shall be apprehended and. pro-ecuted for con-
lravening Section 3§ of the Act; and, the
Marter of any ship in which any admitted or
judicial'y found prohibited immigrant has
arrived in the Colony, or the Master of any
other ship of the same owners, and failing
them the Master of any ship whatsoever, shall,
on demand by the Linmigration Officer,
port such individual from the Colony.

Provided further that in the event of the
arrest of a prohibited immigrant upon a crim.
inal warrant, he may be brought into the

Colony for the purposes of prosscution, hat,.

- upon the determination of the eriminal pro.
-ceedings consequent upon such arrest in the

event of his acquittal, or the expiration of any *

term of imprisonment, or the satisfaction -of
any penally imposed upon him, the said im.
migrant shall be handed over to the custody
of the Immigration Officer, and shall there-
after be detained under and subject in all
respects o the | rovisions of this Regulation,
12,

. gration Ofiicer Lo issue or to authorise any
Immigration Officer to issue to a prohibited
immigrant on application a permit, in the
form set forth in Annexure IL to these Regu-
lations, 1o be known as a Temporary Permit,

- entitling the owner to enter the Colony in
order to_tranship to another vessel, or to pass
through the Colony to some destination be-
yond, or to temporariiy reside in the Colony
for some reasonably necessmy purpose ap-
prowed by the Minister, For each such per-

, mita fee of (1) one pound_ shall be paid,
“and the immigrant shall further be required
to deposit a reasonable sum as security for

. the ohservance by him of the ¢ nditions im-
. posed under suc” permit. The deposit shall
be refunded to the holder of the permit, on
his fulfilling tha conditions thereof, and on

del

It shall be lawful {or the Chief i

i
f
i
b

)

his leaving the Colony within the period for

» which such permit is issued, but shall be for-

feited to the Government should the hulder

|

. these will involve the forfeiture of the deposit

full tn comply with any one or more of the
said condittony ; and if the holder fails 1o '

i leave the Colony within the period allowed

to him he shall thereafter be cunsidered and
tleemed to have immigrated into this Colony
in vielation of the Immigration Act, 1006,
and he shull be prosecuted for contravening
Section § of that Act.

17. A permit under Regulation No. 12
shall be issued, without payment of any fee
or deposit, 10 enable a person who is o pro-
hibited immigrant to be brought, under
proper cscort, inta this Colony, under the
ruthority of th: Government of any other
British Colony in South Africa, in order to
facilitate tire passage of such person through
this Colony ¢ ronte 1o a sea-port for the
purpuse of leaving the Colony.

‘22 On the completion or the satisfaction
of any seutence imposed for a contravention
of Section 5 of the Act, it shall be lawful for
the Chisf Immigration Officer to order such
convicted person 1o be detained in any gaol,
or such -other place, as the Minister may
dircet pending his deportation from the
Colony ; Lut no such deportation shall be
effected except on an order signed by the
Minister or the Permanent 1l-ad of the
Department.

“Declaration by Passenger

We take the following from the form
of Declaration to be completed and
signed by every Passenger from outside
the Cape Colony bound for a Cape port,
except a wife accolgponying ber hos-
band, and a child under 16 years ac.
compunying a parvent or guardian :

Warning :—Avy person knowingly giving
fulse inforwation, or making a false declara-
tion, is Hable to penalties of fine and im.
prisonment.,

[The information required hereunder must
be given in English, ]

{1} Name in full,

(2) T'ort of EEmbarkation.

{3) Port of intended Debarkation,

{4) Age. '

{5) Sex. -t

t6) Race. )

{7) Nationality,

{(8) 1f accompanicd by wife, state her nmne,
{9) If accompanied by children {or wards)

under 16 years, state name and age of each,

(10} Address at destination in full.

(11} Period {if any) of previous residencein
Soufh Africa, N

(12} Qeccupation.

(13} What means can you produce, your
own dona fide property ?

{14) What European langware can you
wai'e ?

{15) Have you cver been prohibited from
entering the Cape Colony or expelled from it ?

{16) Have you been.convicted of any crime
in any country ?

: - Temparary Permit

Tee :—Oine Found (£1).

Sum Deposited......... Pounds (L0000,
{('l'v be refunded on production of this Permit
when leaving the Colony, aad on fulfilment
of the vther conslitions imposed hereamler).

Subject "o the conditions stated hereunder,
the hulder...oeof e, is permitied ta
enter this Culuny at............fur the purpose
{Date Stamp.} o

............ Chiefdimmmigration Officer,

CONDITIONS.

1. The Holder to leave this CTolony within
from the date hereof, that is to say,

on ot before the........... day of..... weeves 190
2, Tu report to the,.8bi at
periods of v, anek to. keep that Officer

July advised of his wherihouts,

3. To give at least 23 hours' rotice of in-
tended departure from this Co'ony. .

L, ccoisagiee to the above conditions,

i

and T clearly understand that any breach of

[ have made and will render me Hable to be
further dealt with under the provisions of the .
Immigration Act,

Signature of Holderu..iuueiens

Dates oi’-‘Rupons under Condition 2 (signed
by the Officer 1o whom Holder is
required to report).

Diate. | Signatute. | Date, [ Signature,

T hereby acknowledge receipt of the sum of

- Pounds (£.), being the refund of

the Deposit made by me under this Permit,
Signed... ... .

Witness....oii..

Left Colony b__y..........‘.......
Dateeiruiiiniiics o :

T I T e —

Imperial Parliament

Indiag Laboor in Jamaica

In the House of Commons, on
Thursday, May 7th, Mr. SUMMERBELL
asked the Under-Secretary of State
for the Colonies whether he had re-
ceived from the Jamaica Baptist Union
a communication protesting against
the continued introduction of East In-
dian indentured coolies into Jamaica,
and pointing out that the labouring
and small settler classes -were unable
to obtain regular and paying employ-
ment on the sugar estates and fruit
plantations, and were, therefore, under
the necessity of emigration to seek
work, nnd that thereby a great injustice
was done to these classes and the
island generally in taxing them to
introduce East Indians to compete
with the superabundant labour market
of the country; and whether it was
the intention of the Government to
restrict the introduction of such
coolies, and to place the entire cost
of the saume on the planters requiring
such labour. .

- CoLoNEL SEELY : The petition has
been received. The Secretary of State
has had an opportunity of commun-
icating with the Governor, and Lord
Crewe is not prepared, at any rate, at
the present, to disturb or vary an
arrangement which recently received
the approval of the Legislative Coun-
cil by a vole of zo to 2, and my hon.
friend will, of course, understand that
the Sceretary of State is not prepared
to adwit the accuracy of all the
statcments in the memorial from the
Jamaica Baptist Union.—J/ndia.

EAsTERN DioN1TY. Whatever ambi-
tions Japan may secretly cherish, or
whatever ideas she may entertain re-
garding her destiny in the East, she’
has shown 1 scrupulous care to avoid
giving offence to Western nations
without sacrificing her dignity or self-
respect,—Herald, Auckland, N.Z.



_INDIAN OPINION

JOoNE 1311, 1908

o Cdrrecting a Mis-state--]
. . ment !

The following letter has been ad- !
dressed to the South African Press.:
by the Editor of this Journal :— ;

In the second instalment of “The
Government of South Africa,” the
following sentences appears at Page}
155: *“There is nothing to restrain |
them (the Natal Indians} from cross-
ing the northern border, and it was "
found that the Indian population of |

the Transvaal was steadily increasing. |
The Transvaal Government was there- |
fore driven to the same expedient as |

that to which the Cape Colony resort-
ed .to escape a possible influx ol
Chinese: It passed a law requiring
Asiatics lawfully resident-in-the Frans-
vaal to register their names, and to
take out a certificate bearing finger-
impressions, by means of which the
“identity of the holder could be ascer-
tained at any time. This scheme was
very distasteful to the Asiatics, but
.. experience has shown it to be the
only means of effecting a necessary
object. The dction of the Transvaal
in this respect is important, betause
it establishes a machinery which, how-
ever objectionable in itself, will enable
the Government of United South
Africa to limit the Asiatic population
domiciled in Natal to that part of the
country. Without it the difficulty of
including Natal in the South African
Union might have been insuperable,”

In view of the fact that this public-
ation is issued with the cachet of

no such measure as the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act would have been

. necessary, and, as a matter of fact,

without it, the Government has obtain-
ed complete identification. of the
whole community.

A Johannesburg Licensing
Appeal

Important Decision .

Appeal Upheld

{  Mr.L. L. Playford, Chief Magistrate
of the Witwatersrand District, gave
'judgment on Saturday last in Johan-
ynesburg in the matter of the appeal
of Lai Wing, a Chinaman, against the
decision of the Johannesburg Munici-
 pality in refusing him a licence for a
Kaffir Eating-House. In the course
of his remarks, Mr. 1. 1. Playford
tsaid that the appeal raised a very im-
| portant question.
|been refused to Lia Wing because
the Committee of the Council which
"had considered the matter had decided
that the issue of this licence would be
.against the public interest. As he
read the sections of the Law, he con-
.sidered that in an appeal against a
decision of the Municipality insuch a
case, it was incumbent upon the
Municipality to show reasonable cause
for its refusal. Councillor ‘Allan had
‘been called in support of the refusal,

semi-officialism, it is a great pity that
o controversial a statement should
appear in a work of such value and
~importance. It is a well-known fact
that immigration from Natal into- the

‘as he had stated that it was the policy
-of the Council to refuse licences for
Kaffir Eating-houses wherein a China-
]man was employed in any capacity
. whatsoever.  So far as the record

The licence had.

Transvaal proceeds almost entirely by | showed, there was nothing against the

rail, and that the number of immi. [ character of the applicant, nor had he.

grants coming by road is very small. | been convicted three times for breach
All the roads' of entry are, and have | of the municipal by-laws as the
" always been, under the close super- ! Ordinance required, There were two
vision of the constabulary. It has been | sets of reasons why the licence might
the constant and emphatic statement | be refused. One was in respect of

of the Transvaal Indian community;
that no such organised illicit Indian ,
immigration has occurred, or could
possibly occur, and the repetition of
the allegation, to which strong excep-
tion has all along been taken, and
which presupposes guilty knowledge
on the part of the resident Indian
poputation, comes most inopportunely.
when we know that that population,
without any legal compulsion, and as
an act of grace, has voluntarily identi-
fied, in & manner satisfactory to the

. licensed,

the person applying, and the other in
respect of the premisess sought to be
It was only in regard to
the premises that the question of
public interest arose. In any case
there was absolutely no reason given
by the Municipality as to why the
granting of this licence would be
against the public interest, and he
considered that some reason should
certainly have been given.  In fact,
.the only statement pointing to a rea-
son was that of Councillor Allan, In

Government, every single Indian in:
the Colony, s0 that the Government
may indicate illegal entrants ; that, of |
the g,000 applicants, 7,500 have re-j
ceived their ne v’ certificates, the re-
mainder being under consideration ;!
and that the number of rejections is
infinitesimal, thus completely sup-
porting the Indian contention and |
proving beyond doubt the dona Jides
of the community. Had the Trans- |
vaal Government taken the Indian
leaders, intw their confidence before
smbarking upon a disastrous policy,

these circumstances, he considered
that the appeal should be upheld.

The Law made no provision with re-

gard to costs. -

Mr. Hoyle, who appeared on be-
half of the Johannesburg Municipali-
"YI
fact that there was nothing in the law
indicating the method of procedure in
regard to an appeal from the- decision
of the Chief Magistrate, but, in order
to safeguard his clients, he then
formally gave notice of appeal, which
Mr, Playford noted, Mr, Hoyle adding

drew the Court’s attention to the

that he would notify the other side so
soen as he learned whether his clients
desired to -proceed further in the
matter, .

| Criticism of Lord Ampthill

The following letter and editorial™
appeared in the columns of -the
Natal Mercury :— i

Sir,-—Will you kindly find a smali
space for the following in- your valu.
able columns ? In your issue of the
z1st inst.,under the heading, * The _
Indian Legislation of Natal,” your
remarks about Lord Ampthill's incon-
sistency appear to be quite unfound-’
ed. * As Tunderstand from cablegrams
published in-your columns,- there is
nothing to prove that “ Lord Ampthili
contradicts himself.” It is a fact, as
you yourself acknowledge without the

least hesitation, that the main policy

of the Government is “ to get as many
Indians as posible out of the country.”
But the method that is adopted to
carry out effectually the policy of eli- |

-minating the Indians is to reduce

them by means of drastic class legis-
lation, and thus to make them tum
their backs-on their adopted country,
sacrificing all their vested-rights rather
than undergo such intense hardships
as have hitherlo been unknown and
unheard of in any part of the British
Empire. - To give an example.. "The
time-expired Indian is compelled
either to indenture himself for a
further term of service—to give a pro- -
longed opportunity to his master to
prey upon his muscular energy,.if any-
thing of it is left, to hoard up wealth
for himself—or to remain_hypotheti- |
cally free, on coudition that he will
pay up annually £4 for himsell and .
A3 tor his wife, amounting in all to
more than what he can possibly save
during a year, or to turn back home- -
ward to tell the tale of his misfortune.
When the Government thus indirectly
demands that all his savings should
be given up as a condition of his
continuing to remain in this colony,
and that he should live entirely for
its own benefit, does it not amount to
slavery, as Lord Ampthill himself has
so plainly put it? I cannot under-
stand where the inconsistency comes
in when the two facts already alluded
to are put together side by side and
carefully weighed. " The present pro-
posals of the Government thoroughly
endorse the view expressed by Lord -
Ampthill, “and it will not be long
before he becomes. well grounded in
the idea which he hasso plainly stated,
and exerts all his power to saleguard -
the interests of his untrepresented
fellow-subjects. When there are as
many Indians in this Colony as
whites, is it not the utter lossof the last,
hope of one’s own indeperdence that
he should not be allowed to trade
amongst his own kith and kin?
If this is not called slavery in its dis-
guised form, what else is it? When
the “ main desire of the Colonists to
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get as miny Indians as possiblé: out
of the cna1 tiy " has no chance of be-
ing reat s--d, the other alternative 1s to

_ keep them h-re for all practical pur-

poses as shav.s, and this policy has
been exprsed [lo the public by Lord
Ampthill.—Lam, etc,,

n.K.

- [Stavery is a very elastic term, as

" was shown in the anti-Chinese agita-
tion, and in the frequent allusions to
st white slaves™ -in England. We
adheré to our view that Lord Ampt:
hill was straining the meaning of the
word when he said that the Natal

Government wishes to reduce the
coolie to a state of slavery.—

Ed. N.M)

British -Guiana and its
Development .

Under the above tftle, Mr. Edward
R. Davson read a paper before a

_ meeting convened under the z.is of

. the Royal .Colonial Institute, at .the

White Hall Rooms, Hétel Metropole,
London, on the z4th March. Sir
Charles Bruce, G.C.M.G., presided.
. We take from the paper printed in
the. Journal of the Royal Colonial
Institute for April the following ex-
tracts from Mr. Davson’s paper :—

Area and Population

" British Guiana has an area, roughly,
of go,000 square miles, an area rather
larger than that of Great Britain, Its
population, according te last' ycar's
estimate, was 306,000 persons ; there-
fore it has a population of a little-over
three persons to the square mile. Of
this population about 120,000 are
males over fifteen years of age. This

- gives a population of one and “one-

third adult males per square mile, and
this simple statenient, to my mind,
establishes beyond question or argu-
-ment the great and crying need [or
further population; this, bowever, I
shall refer to later on when discussing
the labour question. .
_ Let us now analyse the present
. population. There are 15,000 Euro-
peans, 129,000 East Indians, 117,000
native blacks, 35,000 mixed races,
and 1o,co0 Chinese, Africans, and
Aborigines. Tt will be seen, therefore,
. that the whites number only 5 per
cent. of the population, while the
East Indians . are pumerically the
strongest “race; but, on the ‘other
‘hand, a portion of those stated as
“ mixed races” may be considered as
supplying the higher class of the

" coloured Creole community.

Of the coast lands 74,500 acres are
undér sugarcane cullivation, s
acrenge being divided among forty-

seven sugar estates ; 30,000 acres arc
£ : L

under rice ; therz are 18,000 acres in

. Pplantains and ground provisions, 7,000

acres in cocoanuts, 2,000 acres in
cocoa, and 1,500 acres in coffee.
That tomprises the whole agricultural
- production of the Colony—74,500
acres of sugar-cane and 67,500 acres
ib other produce.

——
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In the forest belt of the interior |
there is a small portion of the land
held under timber-cutting licences ;
there are larger tracts held for the
collecting of balata, a kind of gutta-
percha, of which the annual export is
about 400,000lb. ; 86,000 oz. of gold,

‘ol the value of £ 320,000, were ex-

ported in 1906; and 66,000 diamonds,
weighing close oa g§,co0 carats were
brought to the coast.

1 have mentivned these items so
that you may sce that the present
production of this vast country is very
smail when compared with what should
be when the country is developed.
For the coast line a seaboard of 3oo
miles and a depth of some twenty
miles ; and if the people were there
to settle, there is scope for a vast ex-
tension of sugar and nee and for the
introduction ¢n a large scale of other
products. With a population to settie
on the river banks, there would be
homesteads growing cocoa, cocoanuts,
coffee, fibre, and .citrous fruits ; with
the introduction of capital, railways
should epen up the interiar, and there
would be [ound timber tracts of un-
doubted value; there would Le the
opportunity of growing rubber in a
congenial soil, and the greater and
more lucrative prosecution of the gotd
and diamond industries. And bebind
the coast lards and the [orests comes
the third section of the Colony—the
rolling savannahs of the™ plateaux,
where there is opportunity for cotton
and fibres, and room tor flocks and
herds, to supply ncighbouring marke s,
and also to. be in preparation for
those markels of the future which wil!
be found when the Panama Canal
unites East and West, .

Indian Labeur

As already stated, there are forty-
seven sugar estates in the Colony,
and-these produce an average crop of:
120,000 tons of sugar, which, with the’
by-products of rum, molasses, and
molascuit cattle food=—a most pro-
mising addition to the Colony’s
exports—gives a- value of, say,
£1,212,000, as against a total ex-
port, including goods re-exported, of
£ 1,843,000, . .

At present the planters bring over
an anuual suppy of East Indian la-
bourers under a five-year indenture.
These men must reside in the Colony
for a further five years, when they
have the right t6 return to India, the
planters paying half their back pass-
age. Now, in the past a large pro-
portion of those who became frev have
chosen to .remain’ on the eslates
where they could continue to. earn
wages. So it has come about that,
of an average number of seventy
thousand East Indian eoolies resident
on the ustates, about ten thousand, or
7 per cent,, are indentured men. -

. It has paid the. pl_:mte‘m s0 far to
pay the cost of bringing in this 7 per
cent.—the cost buing about £ zo per
man—in order to get the labour of

the whole. But a new condition of
things has arisen. These men have |

———

found that the cuast lands are admir-
ably adapted for growing rice, and the
free proportion are leaving the estates
in-rapidiyincreasing numbers in order
to devote themselves to this new in-
dustry.

* Scarcity of Labour

The planters find themselves faced .

with-a greatly reduced supply of la-

bour, and the question of the moment

is, What are they to do? 1t is sug-
gested, increase the yearly indenture
requisition untii the place of the free
nien is filled by indentured oues ; but
the cost of this makes the iden im-
practicable. :

Again, it is said, adopt nmechanical

methods of cultivation. That is an
extremely difficult problem in Guiana,
where the land is intersected by open
drains, trenches, and canals. I per-
sonally think that a good deal remains
to be done in this way, and experi-
ments are now being carried on inthe
Colony with this object. * But this
cannot be considered the economic

tsolution, for the aim should be, as

mechanical cultivation develops, to
take i more and more land, so, as a
portion of the labour is saved on the
present lands {and at best it can only
be a portion), that labour should be
shifted on to turther lands, thus in-
creasing the crop and reducing the
cost of production. There is a further
solution, The planter now loses his
frece labour soon after he has ac-
climatised and trxined it to agricul-
tural work, and this is practically sup-
plying the Colony with that agricul-
tural popuiation which it so much
needs, It the Colony will not join
with .him in this importation, il it
insists on pretending that the import-
ation is solely for the planter's benefit,
then he must ask that the indenture
be made for a term of ten years instead
of five, or at least that a five years'
tesidence on the estates after com-
pletion of the indenture period should
be compulsory. I mn given to under-
stand that this alteration would not in
any way hinder the work of recruiting
in India,

Yet this, again, is a solution which
I should be reluctant to accept, for
while it might remedy the planters
grievance it would, by restricting the
only source from which the Colony at
present draws its population, not fur-
ther the development of other in-
dustries.

(Fo e conlime:d)

MR, GANDHI AND GENERAL SMuTs,

Reuter telegraphed on the, 6th inst,

that Mr. Gandhi had an interview
with Colonial Sceretary Smuls this
morning on the Asiatic question. In-
terviewed subsequently, Mr, Gandhi
said that he had no statemient to make
on the subject at present. The Colo-
nial Secretary, who was also scen later,
stated that the position of affairs in
repard to Asiatics remained unaltered,
but any further statemnent was inop-
portune.
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