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THE WHITE PAPER

T last that long snng of White Paper on
constitutional reforms in Indin has ssen the
light of day. We in South Africa have

been favoured by Reunter's agency with A pummary
of it. We bave devoted a large portion of this
week’s issue to the reproduction of the summary of
the proposals set out in the White Paper and of the
opinions expressed on it. It is & unigne event in
the history of India and Indians and it bears taken
note of. The White Paper has brought us no sur-
prise. All those who have followed the recent
trend of events in India knew what was coming
and were prepared for it. The only unexpected
thingin the propogals seems to be that of adult
franchisre, But that does not mean muneh when we
consider sll the other features of the proposed re-
-forms, for inatance, the continuance and even expan-
gion of communal electorates which the Agent of
the Government of India in his very cautiously ex-
presged opinion described as unsatisfactory. This will
gerve as an instrument for the British Government to
continueits policy of divids sl émpera, This was a point
very strongly opposed by the Congress, & body which
Lord Irwin, ex- Viceroy of India, declared as being a
great and inflnential organisation representing Indian
opinion in India. Yetits voice has been ignored.
Another question of vital importance is that of the
safeguards. The Congress has declared in no un-
oertain terms that the safeguards must be in the
interests of India and that the financial control
and the control of the army must be transferred
-gubjects and the same with regard to external
sffsire. These are, however, still kept as reserved
sabjects over which the British Government will
have complete control, The “ special powers * vested
in the Governor-General render the rest of .the con-
stitutional reforms wholly nall and void. This is
difficult for the people in Mouth Africa to under-
siand. They are ignorant of what is going on in
India. They judge by the system of Government
in this country which is totally different. Special
powers are vested in the Governor-General in this
country but he can hardly ever make nae of them,
Whereas in India, although it may be eaid that they
will be very rarely used, it is a matter of common
knowledge and experience that rare occasions arise
every now and then, It will always be for the
Governor-Gleneral to decide when an occasion is rare
28 is invariably done at the present time. The posi-
has been very truly stated by the London Dasly
Hail, Thip is what it esys in effect: the safeguards
ffeifective mean that India will not be self-govern~
Ing. If ineffective they will prove a danger to the
British Government. The queation is whether the Bri-
tish Government wants safeguards or whether it wants

the goodwill of the people of India, If it wanis

safeguards and not the goodwill of the people
then we are afraid the British Government is in for
a lost game. This tinkering with the vital question
of Tndia’s independence has set the backs up of even
those whose co-operation the British Government
80 mnch depended upon. The Liberals of India who
participated in the last Round Table Conference have
returned throughly dissatisfied. The Allahabad Leader
which represents the views of the Liberals has ex-
proased its opinion on the White Paper, that it holds
out no proapect that India will be accorded Dominion
Statas, Moreover, this tinkering with the guestion
is increasingly agitating thé minds of the youth of
India, and it is the youth that counts in the present
dayse. They fesl that behind this tinkering is the
unwillingness of the British Government to leave
India until sheis bled dry. If that is a0 let it have
its own way. Let the Britiah Government remember,
however, that India will no longer be governed
either by the sword or by the pen., Thanks to the
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi ahe has lost the fear
of both. She has faith in the rightecusness of her
canse and with implicit faith in the Almighty she
will uot flinck from her onward march towards the
goal of independence.

The White Paper is considered by Indians as an
insalt to injury, If the British Government thinks
that India could be made to swallow the reforms
that it wishes to impose on her, when thonsands of
her sons and daughters are clapped into prison, not
to speak of their revered leaders, and while terroriem
is perpetrated on the villagers who are rendered
homeless and penniless, its audacity exceeds all
limits is all that we can say. India that counts will
not in the present circumstances be prepared even
to gve a thonght to the proposed reforms.

THE Rev. (. F. Andrews ever since he left Sonth
Alfrica after the last Round Table Conference held at
Capetown, has engaged himeelt in Eugland in
educating public cpinion on India. In the course
of an interview on anti-untouchability work in

India Mr. Andrews is reported to have said :—
. * Here in England I have tried to make it as clear

an possible that there is no differenco in origin
between the Untouchable guestion in India and the
colour bar question in South Africa. The exclusion
of coloured people from * white’ churchee is exactly
parsllel to the refusal to allow °temple entry.’ I
have also pointed out that in India, this is ngt, only
a question for Hindus to face, but also for Chrigtians.”
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" IMemorandum By Transvaal
Indian Commercial Association

To The Asiatic Land Tenure Act
Commission

L

Areas Suggested For Exemption

( Conbinued from last wesk )
{(J. 1.) JOHARNESBURG BETWEEN PRESIDENT AND
COMMISSIONER STREETS ,
For purposes of convenience this may be divided
into three areus :
(a) West of Sauner Street.
{b) Sauer Street to Delvers Street.
(¢) Dalvers Street to End Street. , -

RE (a).—Indiape have been in occupatiobh for a

very considerable number of yeare: Even if thew
are not lawful successors of previons. Indians,. there
can be no donbt that a large nomber of Asiatic
ghops and ocoupation in general have existed for at
least twenty years and a number since before the
Anglo-Boer War. A large portion. of property in
this vicinity is held indirectly by the Asiatica.
From the weet up to Kort Street the vast majority
of the small portion of Europeans are tenauts of the
Asiavics. There are two Pass Offices, one the. Native
Pass Office and the other the Portuguese Native Pass
Office. The Europeans; with few exceptions, are of
the panper type. An indication of the nature of the
locality can be found from the fact that there is a
munaicipal latrine in the area for the use of coloured
persons and natives, but not Earopeans. The well
known Indian Froit Market lies in this vicinity and
with only one or two exoeptions, every stand is
occupied wholly or in part by Asiatics., The Asso.
ciation asks for exemption of the total area.

Re (b).—There are only jsolated cases: of Indians

in this locality. According to the plan there are
two pilk merchunts whose presence cannot give any
offence whatsoever to the Europeans, and one
wholesale honse which possibly. is net controlled; by
Asiatics. The Association asks the Commission. to
congider the individual cases on theif merits and’ to
exempt the stands-on which occapation- ocours;, and
to deal with them on these lines.

Re (c).—Between Delvera and Troye Streets there
are approximately five Asiaties, From Troye Street
on, the number of coloured persons increases very
considerably and approimately 50% of the area. is
ooccupied by ocoloured and Asiaiic persons, A
nuwber have been in occupation sinee 1919. In
Nugget Street are a place of- Worship and a Moslem:
dehool, The area is decreasingly. residential. It
depreciated in value many years ago and before th
Asiatics and coloured persons oocupied the area, It
ia now inoreasingly a factory and manufactaring
arva, The Association asks for the vxemption of the
total area,

(J.2)) FRRKsiRAsTOWN

A glance at the Pian will show that this aved i
overwhelmingly oceupied by Asijatics and Coloureds.
This has been the position for over 25 years, A
large number of the kmropeans in this area Aare
Aseyrians while there sre alap a large number of
people who have been classitied a8 whites but who
are probably. a mixtare of white and- coloured
people. There are a number of Indiana who live
entirely as residents in this ares and there are 8 few
Asiatics who have shops and laundries; There are
in this township four Chinese slubs which are Very.
much patronised by the Orientals. There are alao a
lurge number of slores, factorier, e.g., bottle yards,
printers, stables, blackumith saops, mineral watet
manafactarers, cabinet- wirks, engineering shops;
two goloured bioscopes, some wholesale general

storee, native eating houses, a Moplem schaol, a
coloured school and a coloured eharch., There wag
also & Mosque, and the ground atill belongs to the
Mosque committee.

It is submitted that as this area is overwhelmingly
colonrsd; the whole of this township will by
exenipted: :

(7. 3) ProspeCT TOWNSHIP

This. area i# overwhelmingly coloured so mnch
#0. that we. have merkedionly the Earopean oconpa-
tion, There are approximately only six European
families in Prospect Township and they occapy posi.
tions in: Langston Road. There ave only eight
European shops and of thess two ars. native. houpes, .
Except for the above, Proapect Towaship.is acetpiod
exclogively by Asiatics, coloared persors ang
natives, The natives predominate: 'THe Asiatics
Have sabout 31 shop# in the Township, being: ten
Indian and twenty-one Chinese: Therea are alsy ces
tain native shopm The township iteclf is.situate some
distance from the town. and, is. out. of the beaten
track for Europeans. We ask for the. exemption of
the whole area, '

(J.4.).—MARSHALLSTOWN . ,

Tor convenience this can: be divided into. thred
areas. '

(8) The area souti of Main Street and Edst of

Kruis Street. .

(b) The balpuce except (c):

{c) West of Sauer Street: -

RR (a).—Indians, Chinese, colonred: peraona and
nativea predominate. In this pertion of the. town
therearea large number of factories and engineering
shops: The shops oconpied by Indians and’ Chines
are usnally of the grocer and greengrocer combina:
tion, bat-thera are alse a few: native eating houses
and lanndries, There.iga: Native Clab: and. alse.a
Native Ghurch in the township, The association
agks for the whole area as above to be exempted.

Re (b).—Thers are isolated cases of Indiad
occupation-ifr the balance; and’ the: Association aske
that these be considered-on their merits; andithat the
stands, which those. who are: granted. exemption
occupy, be exempted under the Act.. o

RE (¢)—This is an ontpost of Ferreirastown.
There are a numbér of Indian eliops and some
coloured residents, We: ask for the' exemption: of
thisarea for reasonable-expansion of onm community

(J.5.) BURGHERSBORP '

For convenience: this can be divided' into: two
sections,,

(a) Newtown. (b) Burghersdorp, R

RB (a), Itis advisablo to point out ihat thid
portion adjoine Fordsburg and that area of Fordé-
barg whioki is lirgely ocoupied: by Asiatics and’
Coloured persons: The-Railway: line-on the: morth
Separates the Malay Location from. this portiom:
In Barghersdorp the. population: is- overmhelmingly;
Coloured and Asiatic. In only isolated cases is:
there a stand in which Coloured persons are not it
oconpation, The Assoctation asks for exemption of
this portion; i.ec the whole of Bargheradorp: B

RE (b): We understand that- this- portion doel
not fall within the pnrview.of. the Qommission: I¥
is desired to point out that in some . Titles thers. arer
no refrictions in regard to Asgiatics. The position
has not been fully examined but ibnmediately o
the Bast  of' Malherbs- Stroet’ there- is & populatiéit
which-is largely. Asiatic- and Colowred: It: is: also
advisable to point out that-there is an Indian Mosque
in the vicinity,

(J:6.) FoRDSBURG

For purposes of oonveniencd it- is advisable to

treat this-urea in three portions-as follows.:—-

a) The portion enelosed by Pioneer Road, Crown.
Road and Mint Rosd and the opposite block
as'well a8 a- few adjoining- stands; That I
Blande Nos, 1'.2' 84’51)133‘141'
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(b’h“m ﬁoad to the eastern end of the

a le' g <] L
gBﬂanééoft'héam . . ]

; (a). There gre about six Indian’ ehops which
hive been established in that district for a very
congiderable time. In view of the character of the
area and the type of pétdons Who' are living in this
ares, it is sabmitted that the Asiatics in that portion
are rendoring a very beneficial service to the neigh-
bouring community and that the ptids they
ocoupy shoull be éxempted, -

Re (b). This portion iz invreasingly Aeiatic and
Ooloured: A gplawed at the plon will éliowr that as
one looks eastward -of Lilian- Road, the percentage
of Apisticsa and Qoloured persons increases very
congiderably. Itmust be remembered that in this
avex there are large 8 number of. factories, second-
hand dealers, yards, stables and blackamith shopa.

- The surroundings are not very congenigl and tend
to a rather squalid mode of living, It is submitted.
* that in order to allow for the natural expansion of

the Indian community the whole of this area should-

be exempted.

.RE (c). . Phere are scattered- Indian. and Ohinese
ghope-in this area mostly on the cornvrs of sireetsa::

The shope:are of gracer and green-grocer combina--

tion:and there are aléo 2 number: of Imdian tailor:

shops apd a few™ laundriee: The shops before
referred to cater for the needs: of the poor section-
-of this Jocality and it is submitted that it is in the
interects of the locality- that these shops should be
sympathetically. . considered .and each individusl
application -ghould be  given due. consideration
having vegard to the fact that-both on the East and
the West of the Pownship there is a considerable
number of Asiatics and Coloured persons.

T EITE)

Town Councif Of Roodepoort:

Maraisburg

Statéifient OF Cis¢ Before  Coitission

.The following ip the text of the statemept of
case of the Town Couneil of Roodepoort-Maraisbarg
lsid befere the Commission inquiring into the,
ocoupation by coloured persons of proclaimed land
in the Trangvas] under the Tranevaal Asiatic Land

Topure Act 1932:— . .. ...

Included within the boundaries of the Roodepoort-

aisburg Municipality, there are the following
townships, namely Rondepoort, Roodepoort North,
Hamberg, Florida, Flerida Extension, Marsisburg,
Maraisburg North atid Delirey.

Total- European- population being 812% (1931
esnsus, )y : ' . ' i .

In only two of these towrishipe coloured persbns
occupy property, namely, Roodepoort- and Marais:
burg; The other townships therefore do- 1ibt come
Within the gcope of the enguiry.

v ateads -

There’ is- & European population in Rdﬁtiepd&t -

and adjacent theveto; of 4043 souls (193 censds).
There are:60) Europehn triding licences in' Roode-
poort township. T
On the let February 1933, there were 98’ solotikad
families and 15 singlé pervons, totbliing 498 souls,
living in Roodepoorkand 6h mining stinde adjacent:
to the township: . .
The number of stantls’ Gecipied by’ these people
18 34 inside the township of Roodepoort; and 6 out-
(O the 1st Fobruary:1933;. therd' were' 24: Aslatio
families and 47 sfuigle parsons, totelling: 160 soald,
living in Roodepdort, ocedpying 32 stabds: ]
Of these stands 12 are uskd for residentlal pur-
Poses:only, 2 are used for businees parpo#es: only,-
8nd 18 are uged both for residentisl and: business
Purposcs,

. There are 26 Asiatio trading licences in. the town-
ship of Roodepoort, excluding hawkers and pedlars,
. The European population of Maraisburg and
acent thereto, is 2134 souls. . -

'There'is only one stand ogoupied la Maraisburg
by coloured persons, comprising 3 lice, 1 single
person, totalling 16 soula, ., ..

. There are 2 stands ocoupied in Maraisbarg by
Asiatics on which thera are three businesses being
carried on and on which there regide 5 families, 2

single persons, tokalling 30 soule. . = |
JIn the vear vicinity of Maraishurg, there are
several mining stinds on the Paarde No.

42, Distriet Krngersdorp, of which 17 standy are
occupied by coloured persons, comprising 62 fami-
lies, S single persous, totalling $21 souls, , .
. There are no Asiatica either Jiving or. carrying on
business on these mining standa, -
Mistory Of Roodepovi¥ Township
. The history of Roodepoort township is as follows :
1t is situate in the mining distriot of Johsnues-
burg, on a portion of the farm Roodepoort No. 42,
Distriot Kragersdorp. . . .

The farm Roodapourt wab proolatined & _ﬁnl&iu
digginl’ o the 8th SdptemBeY 1898 andl 6h the
11th Octobér 1888,

A claiti dtirvey of tHY farm wid mdde frork the
period Februaty t6 Auguit 1896 and, ths claim
Diagram was confirméd on the'8th Jane 1397,

Therdafter thé township of Rooddpdort Yﬁd patab-
listibd v terma 6F an alireeiiient hebwéen the owners
of th¥ farul Robdepdort sid the' GUvérdient df the
Sotith Africiri Repubilit on thd'18vh Deteiiber 1897,

Didrin}’ Jahdéry to Febrdiry 1898; o gedéral plan
of the townhehip of Roodepookt was preparéd and
thiz'diaratn was'donfirmed on tHe 6tH' Aﬂﬁgl’&ﬁ&.

The township' origiiially’ comptied 1535 stands
withi strestd std oen dpadés, Y

The general plan also showi 108 é¥eluded figdrd
+within the boutidaries of the téwnshil,

These excltifled flguves répreséinted dtanils’ grativyd
aiid’ Held {ti tevins of Seotiod' 92 df the Gld Law No.
15 of 1898, of & prior law.

By Section I3 (2) of Adk 34 6 1908 thess standif
wers made & portion of the township ¢f Réddepodrt
and are now included in the township, = =

Aftér thi paesing of Aot No; 34 of 1908, &' large
nutibét of dtandh in the towhship of Roodepoort,
inclitding stands prévionsly rapresented by’ excltidsd
figtired, Have bedh converted into’ t;':‘eeh'ol'd. and eon-~
sequently the' position .of standd i Roodépoort
townbhip td-day is au'follows ;— L

(ay Stands held under Voorkenrrecht Tisle in

terms of the Agreement between: the Goyvern-
ment of the SBouth . African.. Republic and
owners of the farm Roodepoort No. 43.

(b) Standy held undér Seotion’ 93 of the Golit Bavt
. No.15 of 1898, or a-prior law end now fofmt
ihg part of the township of Roodebonrt i
terthe of Section 13 (2) of Aot-No! 34 of l:Ol;
o) Stiifids bélonging to slassdi (§) sud’ (b)’ wHigh:
© Eidve been converted into freehold' uhder Act
No,34of1908, ., .
(d) Stands purehased in freehold from the owners.
Tt is contended that stands’ falling under (3) snd
(b} are subject to the restrictions imposed by Joctio
130 and 131 of Act No. 35 of 1908. . o
The title deeds of the' freehdld stands [ Mling
ander (¢) and (d) contain the following conflitims:
“The proporty herely trabiferrod iy not
be sold; tranaferred; leaséd ot alienatéd th- alty
Obinamani Indisn; Coolie, Asistie, Nalve er,
sny oolonred person, snd o' sach petdtn shall’
Tive on of ocoupy the property héreby transfétred
save and except asthe boh' file’ dervatit’ of the
. registered ownef theteof or of somedhd derividg
title from wuch registered owner.”.
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f# stands in Roodepoort township according to
the natare of theif title are subject either. to the
redtrivtions contained in Sections 130 and 131 of
Act No. 35 of 1908, or to the conditions jmposed in
the freehold title, then no coloured person, as de-
fined by Act No. 35 of 1908, can live on or oceupy
stands in Roodepoort township. .

The policy of the South African Republic and also
of the Transvaal Government has always been to
peparate the colonred person from the White person.
- ‘The coloured person deliberately broke the law
and gradually encroached apon ground which they”
were prohibited by law from cocupying. )

In 1919 28 a result of negotiations between the,
Government and the British Indians ecertain im-
portant concessions were made to British Indians in
respect of certain classes of properties which they
were then illegally occcupying (ae_e Aot No, 37 of
1919). : _ '

According to Section (1) of this Act, those provi-
gions of Sections 130 and 131 of Act No. 35 of
1908, which relate to the residence on or ‘geonpation
of ground - o o .

(2) Hold mider & stand licence on proclaimed,

~ land by coloured persona, and .

(b) Held under any provisions eimllar thereto
contained in the conditions of any Deed of;
Grant or freshold title in a Government town-
phip (as defined in Act No, 34 of 1908 ),
issned under that Act, shall not apply to,
British Indians who, on the first day of May

" 1919 were under the anthority of a trading
licence lawfully issued, carrying on busineas
,on euch proclsimed ground, or such township
or to the lawfal successor in title 0 any such
Indian in respect of such . buginess or to any .
person bona fide in the employment of such
Indian or his successor in title.

Soction 8 of Act No, 34 of 1908, also defines a
gemi-Glovernment township. )

The towoship of Roodepoort falls within th
definition of a semi-Government township. o

Section (1) of Act No. 37 of 1919, granis exemption.
to cortain British Indians under certain conditions,.
in respect of two clasece of title, viz:— .

(a) Ground held undor a Stand Licence on pro-

claimed land, and ‘

(b) Ground held in a Government Township.

On reference being made to Section 130 of Act
No. 35 of 1908, it will be seen that the Title there
reforred to is to “a right acquired under Law No.
15 of 1898 or a prior Law or under this Act.”

- Whereas Secotion 130 of Aet No. 35 of 1908
therefore refers to every class of Title acquired
under the @old Law, Section (1) of Act No. 37 of
1919, refers only to the above mentioned two
classea of Title acquired under the Gold Law. :

In ita contract with the Indian community
_ therafors, the Government obviously contracted only
in respect of property over whioh it has control,
namely, Government Townships and gromnnd held
under a Stand Licence on proclaimed land, which
includes Stands situate geographically outside of
'Fownships acquired under Section 92 of Law No.
15 of 1898 or a prior law, and Stands held under
Bection 78 of Aot No. 35 of 1908, o

Thia ecems to be borne out by the fact that
whereas Stands held under Section 92 of Law No.
15 of 1898 or a prior law, which are sitnate
geographically outelde of Roodeport township are'
controlled by the Mining Commijssioner, yet those
Stapds held under the same title bat situate
geographically inside of Roodepoort Township, are
ocontrolled by the Rand Townships Registrar. -

It will be noted vide Sections 9 to 14 of Aot No.
34 of 1908, that semi-Government Townships, of
which Roodepoort i one, are practically placed in
the game position as private Townshipa, .

The only inference to be drawn from these facts
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therefote seems that when paesing Act No. 47 of
1919, the Government had no intention of interfer.
ing with Stands situate in any Township in which
private individuals were interested, and that Roode-
poort Township is therefore excluded from the
mischief of Aet No. 37 of 1919, .

~ (To be conlinusd)

" The “White Pa’;.aer"’?_.

Proposed Reforms’ FBr_ India

_ London, March 17.

Proposals for the oreation of a Federal Constitu-
tion for India consisting of autonomous British.
Indian Provinces and such Indian States as chooss
to enter the Federation are contained in a Govern- °
ment White Paper on Indisn constitutional reforms,
which was ‘drawn up s the result of the three
round-table conferences held in London during’
recent years. _ TS

In the Central Federation and the Provinees's
Council of Ministers will be constituted, who will be
responsible to the elected Legislatures, The Governor-
General will have special responsibilities in matters
relating to peace, public order, financial stability,
protection of minorities, retention of members of
publio gervices, commercial digerimination and fights
between Indian States. In these matters he will
have full discretion to act a8 he thinks fit. - e

The Federal Logislature will consist of a Couneil
of State and a House of Assembly. The Council
will 1ast for Boven vears and the Aspembly for five
years, unless they are sooner dissolved. The Goun~
¢il of Btate will consist of not more than 260
members, of whom 150 will be elected from British
India and not more than 100 will be appointed by
Native rulers, while not more than 10 will be
nominated by the Governor General.

The House of Assembly will congiat of 375 mem-
bers, of whom 250 will represent constituencies in-
British ‘India. and not more than 125 will be
appointed by the ralers of the Native States.

No Bill will become law until it has been passed
by the two Ohambers. In the event of disagreement’
between the Chambers the Governor-Gleneral will be
empowered to summon a joint eitting of both
Chambers. In the exercise of his special responsi-
bility the (Glovernor-General may introduce a Bill in*
either Obamber, and if such a Bill is not passed by
the date specified the Governor-General will be
empowered to enact it a8 a Governor-General's Act,

Powers Of Governor-General

The Governor-General’s special responsibility .
may also be implemented by an Ordinance baving
the force of law, and in the event of the breakdown
of the Conatitution the Governor-General may by’
proclamation assame to himself all the powers vested !
in the Federal Authority. -+ - . . e

The While Paper stipulates that the Reserve
Bank, fres from political influence, shall be already
mtl:;-eastnlly operating before Federation is insugnr-
al o L1

All subjects, including. law and order, shall be
tranaferred in the Provinces to the control of popu-
larly-elected Ministers, The Governors, -like the-
Governor-General, shall have special responsibilities :
and powers. The Provincial Legislatures shall be
enlarged by about 27 percent. All the adalt pop®-'!
Jation ehall be enfranchised, women being fit: t0°
vote for sll the Legislatures, The proposals confirm
all existing rights and services. The Sezretary ‘of
State shall continue to make sppointments -to the:

_Indian Oivil Serviee, Police, and Ecclosiasticsl

Services, but an inguiry into futare recrnitment:
shall be held at the end of five years. o
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The Secretary of State’s Counoil shall be sholished
and replaced by six advisers. _
- Purma }8 not included, as it is not yet decided
whether she wishes to separate from India. Parlia-
ment will be asked at the end of the month to
appoint & Joint Belest Committee to examine the
White Paper before the Bill is enacted.~—~Reuter.

Further Details

There are certain things which are not made clear
in the above summary. They are stated by the
London. correzpondent of the Nalal Mercury, Im-
porfant BIONE them are the following :—

The constituenoies for the direct vote will be
.apportioned by a complicated system baving separate
communal electorates for the Sikb, Moslem, Indisn-
.Christian, Anglo-Indisn and European constitnencies.
Seate will be reserved for the depressed classes.

"~ Phe Governor-General’s “ Cabinet” will comprise
s Oouncil of Ministers chosen by the Governor-
General himself, kolding office during his pleasure
and selected from those in the best position collec-
tively to command the Legislature's confidence.

Regarding the “ Reserved Departments,” where
the Royal Prerogative will still hold autoeratic sway,
it is made clear that the responsibility for all deci-
gions is the Governor-General’s alome, though he
may be instrocted to consnlt with hia Ministers.

The White Paper provides that the Governor-
General shonld be guided by hie Ministers’. .advice,
sod only overrnle them for specially-defined pur-
poses, for which he has * apecial responsibility *—the
purposes spparently to be laid down in his instru-
ment of insiructions. - - :

. Defence, External Affairs and Eocclesiastical Ad-
ministration will be entrusted to the Governor-
@eneral personally, which in effect means the India
Office or the British Government, On these matters
the new Ministers have not even the right to tender
advice, - :

. His “special ” responsibility concerns the main-
tenanoe of peace, financial stability, minority rights,
public rervice rights, and preventing commercial
discrimination. 'To this sphere are sttached “special
powers” of a far-reaching nature, comprising the
ability firatly to act notwithstanding an adverse vote
in the Legislature, secondly to arrest the eourse of
disonssion of measures in the Legislature, and
thirdly to make rules of legilative business for the
exercige of his own responsibility.

It is contemplated that the preparation of the
Budget will follow the ordinary Constitutional
course, except for the “financisl eafeguards” in-
oluded in the special responsibility of the Governor-
General and which are defined in extremely wide
terms—"not to diminish the field of Ministerial
vesponsibility, but owing to the difficulty of apeocify-
jogin a detailed menner the financial measures
which might be capable of endangering etability.”

The Governor-General is able to step in if
budgeling or borrowing should endanger the re-
sonyeces of his reserved departments, or the obligations
of Federation, or should prejudice India's credit.

 The Agent’'s Opinion

“Ytis more or less what I expected,” said the
Kunwar Mabaraj Singh, Agent of the Government
of India in Soath Africa, when discussing the White
Paper containing the British Government’s proposals
for India's constitutional reform with a press repre-
leahﬁvo in Capetown.

“As gn instance of the sdvance which will by

wade undér the proposed reforms;” eaid thie Kunwar.

gnharai Siogh; “I woa:{;g menltli;;: 'M,oti‘:;i-s. m;:y;s
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be enfranchised under the new reform wecheme,
‘When ove considers that, according to the latest
cengmg, India has a population of more than
330,000,000, exclnding Burma, and that at least
thrge-quarlers of the population reside in British
Indis, to which the propcsed enfranchisement will
apply, the progress made in political education is
enormons,

*“There are possibilities of friction between the
popularly elected Legislatures and the Governor-
General over certain of the reserve subjects, and in
particalar the Army. Popular Indian opinion has
increasingly oriticised the large amount expended
on the Army in Indis, and these oriticisms are likely
to continue. It seoms cerlain, however, that some
reduction ju expenditure will be brought about by
the increasing Indianisation of the Army to which
the White Paper does not refer, but which may be
taken for granted.

“ An interesting feature of the reform proposals is
that women will be eligible equally with men, both
as vaters and ag candidates, for the varions Legisla-
tarea. Considering that India is an Eastern country
where female education is still very backward, this
provision is very striking.” :

Asked whether he thought that the reforms rello-
qnished too muoh of Britain’s sovereignty fn India,
the-Agont sald that be did not consider that this was
20 and he looked upon the reforms as inevitable.

“It.is far better,” he ndded, “ to have a contented

"India voluntarily agreeing to be an integral portion

of the British Empire than to have a sullen and
discontented India anxioms to sover British con-
neclion.

“The safegnards provided in the White Paper are
numerons, but the working of the fature Indian
political constitation depends in my opinion not #o
much on safeguards as on the goodwill of both the
Indian and British peoples. Itis impossible to be-
lieve that the Governor-General would exercise the
special powers provided for in the White Paper
except On very rare cocasions, for the frequent use
of them would obviously mean a breakdown of the
constitation.

“ A unsatisfactory feature of the proposed re-
forms is the continuance and even the expausion of
communal electoratea which tend to inorease the
cleavage between the varions communitica in Indis.
- A point to whiok the Kunwar Maharaj Singh
drew attention was the fact that it was not yet
known how many States would enter the Federation
and in what proportion the geats in the Federal
Legislatare would be allotted among tha States,

Heo dismissed 28 “ridionlons” the prediction by
London newspapers that the transfer of the control
of the Indian Police and Qivil Service ta' the
Federal Government would onable India’s = unew
master” to follow in Hitler's footateps and
India with the “ Police Machine.”

* Personally,” he said, I see no objection to the
transfer of these services hitherto recruited by the
Secrotary of State to the Federal Government. It
ia only right, and fair, too, that the rights of the
existing members should be protected, Faiure ro-
oruitment, however, will in all probability be
Provincial, both for the QOivil Service and the
Police, so that Federal control over thege serviced
is likely to be only temporary.” N :

'l #—_
Viceroy Appeals To Prioces
_New Delhi, ?1[“%1{'620'
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progres® had made Federat:lo_n a _livi_ng fdea and a
. practioal possibility. st

*Lord Willingdon appealed to the Prinoces to aoot_aqt
the Governmént's proposals and to exercise a spirit
of comprontise in order to sedure Federation! ' He
expriéesed ki personal conviction that the balance
‘ofr advantage weighéd heavily in favonr of the
Indian ‘Btatés’ noceptancd of the Federal scheme
and working it wisely and pradently.—Renter,

st P . . ET : .
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Soyth African Press Opinion

TES 'NATAL MERCURY’

* $o far a8 gan be judged from the information at
BI’GI§:& availsble the great experiment munat st begt
bo s very dangerous one, spd it ghould be made
slear withont delay that the White Paper sata ont
the uwimost limit to which the British Government ip
prepared to go, otherwise there almost certainly will
P aitempis 1o spcyre 3 weakening of the gafeguerds,
already mone oo girong, when the Rijl embodgma
there reforma comes befare the Joint Select Couy-
mittee of the Lords and Commong.”

' THR ' NATAL WITNEss’

“It ia naf, of gourae, the end, of anything lke the
‘end of ‘the Indian''proplemi. 'But™ it demonstirates
the good falth“of the British Parliament and its
Qetermination to faplemént” the promises of 191Y.
The Conatitiitiot i 8 atéhle essay 16 stateamanahip.”

, ‘THE STAR’

“There are meany poinls in the White Paper
propotals which are obviopsly open ta criticlem,
apd the political extremiste on either side will
rogard the whole scheme 28 nijerly upsatisfpotory.
. Neverthelepn if reprosenia & eompromise which,
given the peceseary good will and ad_aptabllit%. may
be expected to work. The position of the Viceroy
as in par{ diofalor and in parf wuoiversal ‘
boy " ie cerlainly wot epviahle, but the point to be
tentembered is thal the proposals sre esgentislly
designed {p meet @ trapsitiona] period "apg fo
raconcile, as £ar as pussible, opposing ‘views. i
explains apperont paradoxes and illugioaliti,eg. The
lit of rogerved subiects is_tpmdenﬂ&fqrmiﬂabb
to oxplain he fear of Indn&q fhat they may be
gefting the shadow ‘and mot the substance 3'2 gelf-
m;;n?w&gtl;% Mr. . T. Gsm; &pﬁnﬁseﬁ: {g
aa priicle in the Febrnary number o neteen
Cantyry, the really emag! Eoi:?; are, Pvm ;3101;@!
examjnation, ocomparalively few in pumber,
- Sevoral of thoas powers ‘are for emergendles, und
are onfy likely to Eg used diring t?g period' when
the Federa} “Goveroment {a "belng' established,
.Bu.l_zequgpl_;ly_ no Viceroy wijl be dble to earry ‘on
en alternative Goyernment, ‘anq’ thé” powers inesn
litfle more then the right to foroe a dissolution ang
?i elpy fome measure o What he does not approve,
hets i6, perkiapé, tnore forve fn the ‘conténtion that
yu8 safegupirds ure ‘pdg arde,” bit In Gny
Satlo whil” plak Gl thiy be'® " The ontyef
gubritites fof the filtafd NeaIn thé zood sense’ and
fhe Sod faithi op jhy lodiasy Homeslves, " Teust
begets' (Fusti! “Thoy' ahould fetnemer ssld ‘mir
Samusé) ' Houre hz" the - House “bf" Commons on
Febrotry 22, %that British and Indians are not two
#ival ‘netions fighting for supremsoy; but represent.
atives of two great olvillsations, who, if- they -held
together, eould oconfer:s benefit unprecedented in
the history of the British Empire and the world,”
t:e rminalin :lho’?‘fpaomrdlimm ) Indian Joaders who

.4 ' pusplcions or  resentful g
beir in mind the early constitutiopal history t?tor)i‘:

Pritiah Colontes and- Doriniong in thetr relsjion
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to Britain, It is better to go slow and arrive
eventually at the desired destination than to-attaimpy

short outs and end by getting nowhere.”

THE *RAND DAILY MAIL’

The Rand Daily Hai, in the conrse of a leading
arjicle, bails with galigfaction tbe amwT PO,

vested jn the Gavernor-Goneral and gays Lhat wﬁ
them be oughi o he ablp to pafeguard Britiesh
interests very ocompletely. is is by far the
most important polut so far made - known" the
paper goes on to say. " There is, Indeed, nothing
very surprising in the vemainder ‘of the proposali,
and we do not imagine that any very novel criticism
will be bronght against them. The representalion
of the Princes in the Upper House appears to be
amply sofficient; the financial safegoards are both
good and necessary. 1If, on the other hand, the
proportion of inhabitants enfrancbised seems large
in the circumstancer, it ‘mast be remembered ‘that
this represents in some sense the fulfilment of a
commitment long since nndertaken by Great Britain,
sud that, while some British oircles may condemn

-the proposal on the ground that it goes too far, most

Indian dircles will undoubtedly protest that it does
not go far enongh, This, in fact, is likely to bs ihe
fata of the White Paper plan as & whole. Precisely
because it represents a reasonable " compromise &
cannot give much pleagnre to either sida. Bat it is
none the worse £ ¢ that. So far aa can be Judged at
present, the British Government has held the balanés
evenly enoungh, and the result is as good as conld be
expeated. It isto be hoped that this soheme will
be earried through almost as it stpnds. Poih
Englisbmen and Indiane should make the best of it.”

How Inpdia Views The White Paper

New Delhi, March 19.
While politicians decline to comment on the
White Paper until they haye digested it, the news-
paptte 'da hdt ‘hesltale to do so. The Saferman
fleclares that the White Paper iy nothing ;l:.otz of
ﬁ?qlnﬁq‘n by “conatitations] means. The 7Vids o
143 waye that to reject the White* Paper ‘woall’ be
tqh%laf‘ ntp the handa bf the Conservative Diehards,
Who are determined td 6pP¢so éantral rpaponstb] ig_;

,’t all coste, - T

The Bymbay Chronicle, whicl, js presumed to ba &
Congrees organ, onndemns the White Paper agm‘sig.
Biniog the grip ot “Whitehal)' on I':,:Si_ng policy
rather than the ransferring of politiopl cantrol, The
Hindusfan Times 'du}:'i'i “a mockery of progress”
anq‘thg‘ Allshabad Leader mya it holds ont po prop
pest thiat Indig “will be“aosorded Domyipion ststap
T-Rerfer, v o

QOpinion In London

London, March 14,
« (T Horning Post describes the White ‘Faper a8
Indin’s Plpck Faper ” and mays ﬁ is n?'i 8 (e

- q‘
rineyship but in instrument of abqication,  'The

y 2elsgtaph welomes opals an isaking 9
Sinpressits of tir‘udenl'? h:btp';ﬁ’?ﬂa hrﬁv‘i‘rddhgk!ng
;t:g;t‘n:nlhip _ntgi t.l_:qqgl\ wha admit ﬂ;p}, Governme:!l ‘

L\ eonpent is no longer a prgoticable polioy In
India.” The -Dafly Alfail5 mqﬂf it n""pqrilbul ox:
perln;pnt " while the Doily- Exrpress interprets "1t g
a-marfender,\:f:1- - [T PR T ey 1

- Thd Daily Herald angg tha, it is pat gh.
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British Members Of I.C.S. May Retire

] ) London, March 18.

An jmportant notice affecling the interests of
‘Britishers gerving in Indla when the new Consti-
tation is inaugurated was iesmed last night, and
states that British members of the Civil Service and
practically all the other Governmental services will
be eligibloto retlire on a8 proportionate pension at
anﬁ ttlme doring the remainder of their service.
—Reuter,

News About India
Release Of Civil Disobedience Prisoners

Replying to Mr. Thomas Williama, Sir 8. Hoare
is reported to have announced last month in the
House of (Commons that there could be nn queation
of Mr. Gandhi or other civil disobedience prisoners
being released until the Government had convincing
reasons to believe that their relecase world not be
followed by a revival of c¢ivil disobedience,

Mr. Thomas Williams asked whether Sir 8, Hoare

"expected to get the maximum results from the
Round Table Conference when official leaders of
Indian thonght were in prison.

Sir 8. Hoare replied that there wounld be
numerous representatives of Indian thought at any
present or foture discassion,

My, Williams asked : Is it not likely that Indians
would be more ready to welcome the progress that
had been made if they were released ?

Sir 8. Hoare replied that 1; was a very complioated
question to which answer ‘gyes’ or ‘no’ would
be usaless,

Liberal Leader 'Speaks Out

"I think the time has come, when public opinion,
particularly that section of it which is not connected
with the Cougress, should assert itself, both here
and in England, and demand the replacement of
the present policy by a wiser and saner policy.”
TFhus stated Sir T. B. S8apru in the eourse of a state-
Eent to the Press on the abovereply by Sir Bamnuel

oare,

D ]

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehrn who is in the Dehradun
Jail is maid to be engaged in writing a comprehensive
history of the world with speoial reference to
India. He ban cultivated the habit of walking.
He walks in the conrtyard both morping and
evening. This ocourtyard medsares about 140

yards. It is ealimated that daring the eight months .

of hia stay in Dehradun Jail he has made about
12,000 rounds of thie courtysrd. Thus the Pandit
bas elmost vgvered 9500 miles<~—no mean achieve-
meht for a Jail bird. He is also veported to be
bhaerving i fast on Sundays. He is writing a prefacs to
Rajlarangani, the history of Kashmir by Mr. R. 8,
Pandit, his brotherin-law,

Moslem Leader Retires
" Dpr. M. A, Apsarl who has recently returned to
India from Hurope whers he bad gone for reasons
of hualth has decided, on medical advice, to retirg
from polities for the time being. In this connection
he had consulted Mahatma Gandhi and  Birdar
Vallabhbhai Patel who entirely sgreed with him.
Dr, Ansari is feeling better but his heert tronble is

piill persisting. ’
Tribune pays the following tribute

>

u“ While extending a cordial welcome to Dr. M. A.
Ansari on his ratarn from Earope, we cannot bat
express our deep regret that, owing to his present
state of health, he has decided to retire from politics
for the time beiug. Dr. Ansariis one of the ablest
nationialist leaders in Northern India and is ona of
the few Muslim leaders who have attempted to
completely divores communalism from polities.
Hiq ardent patriotiem, his fearlesa advocacy of
national freedom, his anceasing endeavour to bring
& matisfactory solution of the communal problem
and the great personal sacrifices he has made in the
canse of his couniry constitute an imapiring chapter
in omwr recent political history. It is to he hoped
that that chapter 18 not being finally closed by him
and that before long his health will be sufficiently
improved to epable him to resame hig political
aotivities.”

Sutistics Of Political Prisoners

The Ilatest official etatement ehowing the total
number of political prisonser convieted under ordin-
ary law and ordinaoces at the end of Dacember 1932
in different provinees is aa follows :—

Men Women
Bombay ar3o 207
Uhited Provinces 2900 116 .
Bengal 1812 121
Bibar and Orissa : 1744 37
North West Frontier Province 1741 i
Madras 1017 05
Ponjab 243 15
Assam 350 7
Delhi 140 5
Coorg Kk 3
Ajmere Merwar 41 2

The total number of men nnder imprisonment
in all provinces waes 135,200 a8 compared with
16,471 at the end of November last, while the total
pumber of women wundergoing imprisonment is

" 610 aa compared with 684 at the end of November.

Transvaal Colonial-Born Indian
Association

A mass meeting of the Transvaal Colonial Bern
Indian Aseociation was held on the 14th March at the
Trades Hall, Jobannesburg. The Asiatic Land Tenure
Act was fully gone into In its relution to the Com-
misgion about to sit. After severnl speakers had
given their views which were entirely against having
anything to do with the Act, let alone the Com-
mission,—for whom they have the highest respect,~—
who are called upon to investigate what we lknow,
they must feel to be not only an unjnst and
degrading Act,

The following resolutions wete passed t—

1. That this mass meeting of the Transvaal Colo-
nlal Born Indian Amaiatiofn. hw]ﬂc:h repmen;s

raatically wighty pet cent. of the Indian commu-
git. in the Transvaal, hereby resalves that, in terms
of {ta resalution of the Pth June, 1930, which was
then submitted to the Minister of the Interior,
protesting most vigoronsly and emphatically against
the principle of segregation, it feels that it cannot
under any circumetances participate, snbmit, or
tender any evidence as reqneated by the Commission.
Moreover it is felt that any evidenoa or memorandam,
if submitted, wonld be degrading and insulting to
India's ancient cnlture and civilisation. '

" 9. That this mass meeting disapproves entirely
the action of a certain body styling itself aa the

Th
to Dl"? AI:::; .?-- Transvasl Indian Commercial Association, and pur-
o (11} 11 Ll ads e . anp (1 1]
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ing to represent the views of Indians in the
E‘:-:::faal. Tllio Association certainly does not repre-
gent the Transvaal Colonial Born Indians, who repu-
diate it; and look upon its action with contempt and
disgust. We certainly dissociate ourselves in any
action that it may take or have taken in con-
nection with this Aect, e0 far as the Asiatic Land
Tenure Aet Commission is concerned.

Election Of Officials

At the 13th annmal general meeting of the
Assogiation held at the Trades Hall Feb. on 22 the
following were elected as office bearers for the
ensuing year :—Patron : Mr, D, Ernest, vice Paron :
Mr. D. M. Narsoo, President: Dr. Wm. Godfrey,
vice-Presidents : K. Naransamy and one name to

aont from each Branch, namely Branch Prsaidents.
" Hon. joint Secretaries : Messra, V. M, Moodlry and
A, J. Batter, Committee J. F, Marrian, A. D. Williams,
8, Caseim, F. S. H. Francis and J, Andrews.

'I:-‘he-Agent Entertained At Dinner

- By Mr. B, Singh In Capetown

Fifty six guests including distingnished Europeans
and Indians were present at a dinner given in
honour of Kunwar Sir Maharaj Siogh, Agent of the
Government of India, and the Kurwarani Lady
Maharaj Singh at the residence of Mr. and Mrs B.
Singh, in Capetown,

Mr, R, Stattaford, M.P., .who proposed the toast
of " our chief guests,” expressed great pleasure in
having beep invited to address so important a
gathering, ‘

*“The task before the Kunwar,” said Mr, Stattaford,
“is a great and diffinult one,” Despite the difficnlties,
however, there was every reason to believe that,
although there were racialistio prejudices, Indians

in South Africa wouild be fairly treated.

Lady Maharaj Singh made a short speech in reply.
Proposing the toast of * South ‘Africa,” Mr. Justice
van Zyl sid that sympathy and noderstanding
would bring about a better feeling among the races
of South Afriea.

Dr. A. Abdurahman replied. -

Mzr. Morris Alexander M.P. the well-known friend
of Indians and a champion of the cause of justice
proposed the toast of India.

The Kunwar, in replying, paid a glowing tribute -

to Mr. Alexander for the way he had _always stood
up for the Indiang,

Speeches were also made by Mr. H. J, €. Stephan
and Mrs, Stephan (Mayor and Mayoress of Cape

Town), Mr. A. J. MaocCallum, M.P,, and Coadjutor
Bighop Lavis,

Among the guests present were Mr, Justice H.
A. van Zyl and Mrs. van Zyl, Mrs, Stuttaford, Dr.
A Abdurahman, M.P.C,, and Mrs, Abdurabman,
Major E. R. Roper, M.P., and Mrs. Roper, Mr. and
Mer. P. J. Siogh, Mr. 0. Orphen and Miss M. Orphen,
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Dala, the Missea M. and C. Dala,
Mr, G. Dahl (Ooneal for Finland) and Mrs. Dahl,
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Baumgarten, Mr. and Mrs, A.
Tamail, the Rev. H, C. and Mers, Birt, Mr. A. Pickard,
De. H. Hammann, My, and Mya, Boaman, Mr. and
Mrs, @1, 8. Ricketts, Mr. J. L. Conway (Ohief Immi-
gratifn Officer) and Mre, Conway, Mr, and Mrs. H.

Kincdid, Mr, Abe Desmgre; Mr. H. N, V. n, Mr.
and M l5oi-mideirns Hng' ¢ Ranbiet éih;ll:i MiEs

B, Hawlididh’ dnd Dy wnd Midi Patel Mafiats,
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Indians In Fiji

Questions In Indian Assembly

T ——

At guestion time in the Indian House of Asgembly
in mail week Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh asked a s-rieg
of questions regardiog passport facilities to Indiang
for Fiji Ieland.

Mr. Moetcalfe, Foreign Secretary, said the WFiji
Government represented that the sex diaproportion
in the lecal Indian prpulation was very marked ang
requested that no passport or viea for Fiji bs granted
toany Indian male nnless he was accompanied by hia
wife or he produced evidence that ha was a resident
in Fiji or the coneent of the Fiji Government had
first been oblained. The Government of India
accepted the request and issned instractions ascord-
fogly to passport-issning anthorities. There was no
discrimination against Irdians, since like restrictions
were imposed on other racea when similar sex
disproportion existed.

Regarding the refusal of passport facilities to
Pandit Krishna Sharma, the Home Member gaid it
was understood that the Fiji Government appre-

-hended that his activities were likely to cause com-

munal trouble,
Indian Students
When asked whether the Government of Tndiz

took steps, Mr. Bajpal replied that the Government
was not approached by the gentleman concerned,

_hence no action was taken.

Ad regurds Indian students in Fiji achools, Mr.
Bajpai quoted the anuual report of the year 1931 of
the Fiji Government wherein it was stated that the
total number of Indiana on the rolls of ali achools was
4,531 and the net expenditnare on the aducation of
Indians and Enropeaus was about £9,815 and £5,762
respeotively, :

Mr. Bajpai further qunoted answers given in tha
Legislative Council of Fiji that the use of Hindi
readers by Mr. Ramdas Guur was prohibited, as the
Edueation Board did not apprave them The Gov-
ernment of India bad uo farther information.

Natal Indian Congress

The adjourned annual general meeting
of the Natal Indian Congress will be held
at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, Queen
Street, Durban, on Sunday the :gth April,
£933 at 3-30 p.m.

AGENDA : -1, Election of officials,
2. Supplemeuatary financial statement,
3. General, S
A, I. Kajee

P. R. Patuer

Joint hon. Seorétariea.

To Storekeepers ; .
INDIAN. FESTIVAL EASTER.
We have a new up-to-date range of:—
Boys Suits with long trousers for boys'
8 years upward-smart-up-to-date.
Only the trade supplied.

W. G, Brown & Co,, Ltd,, Stockists,
- dodi Plie Screeti Dutbatl,
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