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NOTES AND NEWS

N ocur last week’s issme we published fully
[[ the speech delivered by Col. Collins, mem-
ber for Ermelo (Transvasl), in the House
of Assembly during the debate on the Transgvaal
Asiatic Land Tenure Bill. The speech is such as
would certainly prejodice the mind of the un-
thinking reader against Indians. The views ex-
by him are commonly heard from the anti-
Adistic platform. We are glad to note, however,
that Mr. Morris Alexander haa given a very fitting
reply which is & far better comment than we can
think of making on that speech. Mr. Alexander’s
gpeech appears clsewhere in thia issue, '

Col. Collins referred to the superiority complex.
Is it not time that that was long thrown overboard ?
Truly Christisnity teaches us to treat all human
beings alikke, whether black or brown or 'white ?
Do not even the present days teach a lesson to the
white man of his folly? Was there not a time
when the white man oonsidered it below his
dignity to do manual labour and would always
watch the black man labouring under him. To-day
heis not only putting himself in line with the
black man but begrudges him and snatches the
bread out of his very mouth in order to feed himself |
Where then is the superiority complex? Indians
indeed have never aspired to enter the realms of the
social life of the white man. In fact there is much
in it which trme Indians would not think of
introdueing in their own.

This mental disorder of Col. Collins and those who
think like him ijs indeed the result of their deep-
rooted false idea of the superiority complex, If only
they comld be relieved of that devil in them
their brains would be clearer to think more right-
oously and selflesnly and then there would be peace
for all and enough room would be fonnd for all
;l:lt:;an beings to live happily in this God’s good

e —

We publish elsswhere in this issue a latter
from Mr. Banarsi Das Chaturvedi, editor of Vishal
Bharat relating the tragic story of an Indian
repatriated from South Africa under the Assisted
Emigration Scheme. The story is that a man
named N. Sumaroo who was landed at Calentta
with £1,700 in his possession was relieved of all
his possessions by some robbers and later also re-
leved of his two sons and a daoghter. He placed
them one evening in 2 rest house and went out
marketing. On his return half-an-hour later he
found his children missing. The story if true is
tertainly shocking. It does little eredit to the
British rule in Indis. But apart from asking the
Government to do anything in this matter, and
that too, an mnsympathetic foreign Government, this
incident points out to the need of an army of
Social workers who alone could render effective
asgistance and proteciion in such cases. It will not
do to expect the Government to act and to git quiet.
Pablis bodies should act simultanecusly and see to
1 that Government officials do nol fail in their duty.

LR

The Mitchell Crescent Government Indian Girls’
High School gave a concert last Saturday night at
the St, Panl’s Hall. This was the first concert sver
given by the School and the promoters who ware
Miss Slatter, the Head Mistress, and her stoff are
to be congratulated for their snccess. The pre-
parations were made within & month and the
School Choir which did wonderfully well was
trained by Monsieur Bautier who deserved every
credit for the pains he had taken. Prizes were
distributed by Mr. J. H. Lawlor, chief inspector
of schoola. Miss Dina Jelbhoy won the good
fellowship prize which was presented to the School
by Mr. H, L. Paul. Miss Dins Jalbhoy and Miss
Louis Choonoo received their Junior Certificates
and Misges Jir Jalbhoy, M. Paunl and M. Petera their
Primary School Certificates. Miss Slatter expressed
the thanks of the School for the help generously
given by the community.

The Northern Transvaal Indian Associrtion is
moving the Court, we underatand, in connection
with separate counters for the use of Eoropeans and
non-Earopeans placed in the post offick at Pieters-
burg. Representations made to the Postmaster-
General for the removal of such racial distinction
having failed a petition has been lodged to the
Supreme Court. The hearing will take place on
July 7. The decision will be awaited with interest
by Indians generally for such a systemn is in vogue
practically in everr place. Whatever the decision
may he we doubt very much whether our object
will be achieved for the Court can oaly interpret
tie law, it cannot make the law.

Wo regret to annoures the sad death which took
place snddenly lest Sunday of Mr. C. Appavoo
formerly of De Aar who had for some time settled
in Port Elizabeth. The late Mr. Appavoo was a
leading merchant in the Cape. He was a public-
gpirited man and no one who had occasion to go to
him for funds for public work could leave him
without enjoying his generouns hospitality. Another
leading personality who has recently passed away
is Mr. Ahmed Mahomed of Kimberley. The late
Mr. Abmed Mahomed was an old and respected
resident of Kimberley., He was very successful in
his business and his home was open to all his Indian
friends who had occasion te visit Kimberley. The
late Mr., Ahmed Mahomed had only recently re-
turned from India. He leaves behind him a large -
family to mourn theirsad loss. We extend to both
the bereaved families bar heartfelt sympathy.

It we do not support the Aefatiod they will not
stay with us, and where they have stayed it is be-
cause they have received our support. The remedy is
always with tbe public.” This statement is reported
to have been made at a meeting of the Braamfontein
Ratepayers’ Association recently by Mr. H. Hender-
son, when he explained the provisions of the

Asiatic Land Tenure Act. The Asiatics had proved
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t tere in the art of evading lag_inlatioa, be
&?d, ::?i. anless there was auother evasion of tl;m
Aot a clean sweep of the Asiatics wonld be made in

Braamfontein in 1935. Onee ap Imperial question,

the development of South Africa’s constitution had
mada it a lozal matter said Mr, Henderson,

The Transvaal Indian Teachers’ Association swhich
was recently formed, and which has received dme
recogunition from the Education aut.hout_les in the
Tranevaal, met the newly-appointed Dirsctor of
Eduacation at Pretoria recenfly. The fp_llgwing re-
presented the Association :—Rev, B. L. Sigamoney
President, Mr. K. L. Demai, hon, Secretary, Mr. 8.
Joeeph, Vice-President, Mr, P. M. Joshi, member of
the Execniive, The Director recsived the gleputa-
tion most sympathetically and the gnsation of
Indian edncation ip the Transyaal yyas fnlly dig-
eugged, ]

The Bombay Chronicls in the course of its com-

on the Asiatic Land Tenure Bill writes :—
mont “l}ndians in South Africa may be trusted to do the right
thing to defend toeir righs and their sclf.respect, gven if
the E}ovemment of ¥ndin may not be eble to do anything for
them. The Execut ve of the South African Indian €ongress
are determined on seeing the matter through and decidiog
the question once forall. The Indians are going to meec
in a Conference on 2gth and 30th of the month, and they
will then declde whether they should take to Satyagrsha for
the vindieation of their rights, But the Executive mean to

do everything pussible to settle the question peacsfully,”
Are we to be Hattered by the above compliment
or ashamed of giving felse impressions about

ourselves to the outside world ?

X“ Inthe course of an article in the Sirewsbury Times

Rev. Ellis 0. Roberws, formerly lecturer wunder

Madras University and lately Vicar of Alberbury,
Balap, writes :—

‘“1f once we hand over {adia to the Congress, then Indig

will immediately suffer civil war, with its accompaniments

of famine. We ousselves would Jose the interest on some -

thousand million pounds invested in legitimate and beneficial

enterprise in that country,  We should also lose ad our izade

with [ndia, And that means that we should be unable to -

buy food, and that, of course, means starvation for our ‘vast
people. And this ruin would come upon us with s rush.
Already the nation has begun to live on its capital; how
could it bear these additional losses of ea ital and income ?
Thteegroblem is as simple as ABC, and if it were hopestly
stated by our politicians not a child wonid fail to understand
it. We must hold on to India, or starve.®
Indeed the days of the British people are num-
bered when even their Padries begin to preach the
doctrine of selGshness. To keep three handrad and
thirty-three million penple in enbjaction for the
sake of one small Island—is that the teaching of
Christ ? Bn$ we congratalate the Reverend gentle-
mag for the truth that came out of his mouth un-
consciously that England holds India not for th
interest of India bat for her own uiter selfishness,

Transvaal ladian Congress
Mass Meeting

A mass meeting will be held on Sunday oth,
July 1932, at Osrin's Bio, Marshall Street,
Ferreria Town, at 2z p.m,
Business—
a‘ Asiatic Land Tenure Act
b} The Licensing Ordinance of 1932.
very memver of the community is called

upon to register. You must decide what to

do. The whole community is affected in

one way or other.

S-B.MEDH,}

Hon. Secretaries
S. M, DESAI

T- l. c.

————

EDUCATION OF OUR GIRLS

T the very successfal conocert given by the
H Mitohell Orescent Government Indian Girlg
High School last Saturday Mr. J. H. Lawley’
(Chief Inspector of Schoola) good bamouredly
pointed out to the apathy of the Indian commpmity
in regard to giving education to their girls, Ha asid
it was not proper to waste the time of three teashers
on 35 papils. ‘The Department, he said, wau prepared
to consider any daggeations by the parents thag
would enconrage them to increase the number of
the pupils.

The gccugstion againet Indians of neglecting the
edacation of their girls has been tnade not onca bat
over and over again and there is no doubt that we ‘
must plead guilty to the charge. Whether
rightly or wrongly we Indians have always
been very particular gbont the chastity of opr
danghters, The hoy of course is gt liberiy #p
do anything bub the parents will take parii.
oular eare that the girl whom he weds is perfectly
chaste. This is perhaps one of the main reasons
why Indians, are as & rule, reluctant to send their
girlg to public gchools. Whether this iz the right
view {0 take orthe wrong is an arguable point. Bat
we do beliave that India owes her sufferings to a
very great extemt to the sins she has eommitted
agsinst her womanhood and at the same timo ws
believe sho owea her existence on carth notwith-
standing her great sins to the virtues of her woman-
hoad. Qar object, howaever, is only to point ek
how wvery particnlar we are about the morals of
our girls, ‘

Then we have three divisions in onr community
in South Africa, the Mahomedans, the Gujyraff
Hindus and the Colonisl-born Indiane. Of oourse,
the Colopial-born Indians could he sub-dividad bt
the threa we have mentioned above are the main
divisions, Of these the Mahomedans gre out of the
question as regards exposing their womepfoljc to the
light of the day. Wonld thatthey took  leaf ont af
Kamal Pasha’s book, But it will parhaps he 0me
time before they are sufficiently advaneed to do 80,
As for the Gujarati Hindas, firstly, there are a yery
few girls who are in a pogition to be sent out for
higher education. REither they are married at ap
early age or, as a rule, they are married in India.
There is alao another point that has o be taken into
consideration. The edvcation imparted in Gov-
ernment schools in this esuntry completely anglicizes
the pupils and in g0 far an the girls are ooncerned
the parents cannot afford them being anglioized for
;h;ey do noj know whak their future life woul

Then we come to the Colonial-born Indians.
Their number in this, conntry is greater and they
have & large number of girls who are of the age of
receiving higher educption, They gre campletaly
out of touch with Indis; many have even lost their
mother tongne. South Africa is their permaneat
home and the edncation imparted in Govern-
ment sohecls is best mmited to them. There is 8
greater pumber of girl pupils of Calonial-horp
Indians in the achool and we do not know why that
number could not be augmented. Bat here, 400, #
ehould be borne in mind that while the olonial-
born Indian is to & large exteng anglicized in his
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mode of living that instinct of showing greater con-
cern sbonk the sorals of his girle bas uey aven left
pim. I that could be safeguarded we do not think
the Colonial-born Indians would hesjtate to gend
their girls to school. ' '

Guoo drawbsek aboub the present achool, we-are

iven to understand, is that it 18 situated in betwesn :

the Sastri College and the Oarlisle Street Indian

Boye’ School and the boya of theso schools have

scoead o 16, Tf this drawback cotld be over-
come sod complete safety abopt the morals of
their girla vouchssfed the Colopisk-born Indisns

in pastiomlar and others .who ara nok s0 wery -

orthodox-minded would, wa imégine, be enoouraged

1o }ka greater advantage of the facility sfforded
by the Goverament for the higher edmeation of

Msirh. .

| Plight‘; Of Indién Repatriates
" A Tragedy Aod A Warning

M. Benarst Das Cbatarvedl, editer the Vishal

Bharat, <writes g8 follows :—

Retarned ¢
tropbles in Indis snd as @ Worker in their cause I
bsve come Accoes a Jarge pumber of people whose
lifo has heem made migerable on ageount of fheir
economio plight or secia) difficgities. The worst of
such qases came to my notice the other day when an
old man of sixty came to py office and relted his
trs§w story 1o me. ‘ _

. Sumaroo returned from Natal to India in July
1938 with three gons sud o daughter. They brought
gﬁn them geventesn hundred pounds. Sumaroo

ongad to & v‘ﬁb_ge in the district of Basti and
after his grrival in Caloutts he started for his place
by irain af Howrah, Asgoon 88 the train reached
Burdwan, half 3 dozen persons who had dressed
themae)ves a8 gepoys, came to bis compartment and
asked him to vacate as the Sarkar wanted to see
them, Sumaroo being 3 simple-minded person, who
bad returned to the motherland after ffty years,
was easily decelved. He was taken to 3 distant
lonely place along with his children and hig be-
longings snd there made to eif nnder 4 tree by the
robbers who decAmped with £17,00 and the be-
lonﬂim.- Sumaron was left quite destitate and it
took hing three months to retarn on foot from
Burdwan to Cslentta with his small children, Then
he ﬂr&ft.ed to the slum quarters in Matiabars, a
mburb of Calegtts, where our friend Pandit Bha-
wani Dayal gaw him and wrote about his cate in his
report pogarding fhe gondition of returned emi-

grants.  But the worsh thing wes yet to happen.
On April 20th, 1930, Sumeroo moved himself 1o 3
local Dharmaghiala along with his chi
lived there for three days. ©On the evening of !
April he went out of the Dharmashala witk his
eldest son 10 buy peovisions leaving the- dstighter
and two sons. e returned after half an hour and
was gnrprised to see his daughter and the soud
migsing, He reported the case to the police who
Premised to make enquiries. We do not know what
they have dona, The three children -have been
Missing singe 23rd April, 1930, and poor Sumareo
hes been living & miserable life in the Refuge at
125 Bowhazar, Caleutis, for the lask two years,

Tt i to be noted that the Government of India took
pon themeelves the respansibility of receiviog snd
of lnoking after the repatriated emigrante from Somth
Africa and this fact was specislly mentioned in the
O“Pgtnwn Agrooment itself. And though the Gov-

ants from colonies suffer a 1ob of . gy, or Maharsj Singh as Agent of the Government

children. He<

* the far-off land.

emment made sorne gort of arrangement at Madras
io:lt_he Teception of relurning emigrants in Southern

{-\ ia .they, neglacted those of Northern India
altogether, Many & time their attention was drawn
to th.is negligence but they bhave practieally done
il;ogn‘::g on }his sida, /This neglitg‘:rraoe on their part

cortain extent neible : '

a6 thoss of . Sumaroo.w vie -uch: tragodios

‘When opr people in South Africa agreed fo the
scherne of assisted emligration to Indla they pug
their faith in the words of the Government of India
that they will recelve dnd look after thess returning
emigranté ou'their arrivel. This faith has been
bétrayed 5o far &y our Northern é:l ia emigrants
ane qonmedl.;mmgedy of ] gmm-oo naroo 6 a
warni olonlal Tadians who mast thrles
before departing to India. prast think thelee

'S L | .

" The New. Agent Of The
Government Of India

) T..rihuté T.I;fd” Kumwar Mshara] Singh

The Leader ( Allababad) writes :—
The apt comment on the veported appniniment of

of India in South Africa would be that it shomld
have been made threo years ago. At that time, too;
his hame was very inuch mentiened but was left
oat, we believe, for the only reason that it was
thought desirable that Mr. Sastri'a sucoessor showld
ba & non-official, It would be objeetienable if the -
place were reserved for su official, bet we do not

snppose that any sensible man woald say tiat a

person in every way qualified for the ition

should be kept out of it for the only resson that he

is ap official. At all events Huwar Mahara} Bingh

is no longer an officisl of the British @évernment,

He has bad a bigbly distivguished career in serviee

and, while always efficient, he managed at the same

time to win and retsio the eonfidence 0f the publie

as well. He knows well the sabjeet of Indians

overseas and it is safe te anticipate that be will be

an eminent suecess in South Africa; thé mere
“besause he wilt have the Kumarant Sahibe by his

side to aseist him in sooial work.

Pandit Benarsidas Chaturvedi, editor of Vishal
Bharat and a prominent worker in the cause of
g&im oversess, iu an interview to the Fres Press,

e gelection is uadombiedly the best that could
be made under the circamstances, Katar Baheb
hss been interested in the problems of Indians
overseaa for the last fifteen yeara. He was depwmied
by the Governmapk of India to -vigit Mauritius,
British Guiana and East African colonies to atudy
the problem of our cennirymen #sttled there and
he produced admirable teports abont the conditions
there. He created a great jmpression on our fellow-
countrymen oyersepd on accomnt of hia stmrdy
patriotism, witming reanners and gentine sympathy
for the cause. His complete freedom from -com-
menal mnd rdciat prefudices will bea grest help in
tkie solution of thess problems, o

“ Our countrymen in South Africa deserve o«
gratulutions on having get the services of suok 8
noble man sa thelr agenl Eomarend 8aheba whe
is & very refined and cnltured lady, will be a sourge
of great help and ‘encourag:ment to our sisters In
The Government of India is alse

to he congratulated oi‘duch a wise gelestion,
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Immigration Appeal Board

Judgment In Re Khushal Hari Patel

Jud ent was given on March 16 by the
Immig:tion Appeal Board in Pretoria in the case
of Khushal Hari Patel. The chairman of the
Board said :—

The Appellant in this case entered t!:e Transvaal
Juring the year 1920 by virtne of Section 5 (g) of
Act 22 of 1913. He was then a child under _the
age of 16 years of one Hari Nana a dom:qnled
Indian, During the same year Appellant obtained
a Certificate of Identity to enable him to go to
India and in July of this year he left for India and
returned to the Transvaal on the 30th May 1930,
and has been here since,

The above facts are admitted by the Immigration
Officer,

On the 3rd September 1931, Appellant was con-
victed ander the Liguor Act of supplying yeast to
coloured persons,

On the 17th Decomber 1931, the Immigration
Officer notified Appellant that he was a prohibited
jmmigrsnt a5 defined in Section 4 (1) (j) of the
Immigrants Regulation Act No. 22 of 1913, the
ground for prohibition being the aforesaid conviction.

Against this probibition the present Appesl has
‘been bronght. ) :

The contention of the Appelisnt is that having
been allowed to enter the Transvaal by virtue of

Section 5 {g) of Act 28 of 1913 he is exempted from .

the provieions of the Immigration Act unless it can
be shewn that he. had committed an offence under
Seotion 22 of the said Act in which case the
Minister could, if by reason of the circumstances
connected with sach offence he deemed him an
andesirable inhabitant of the Union, remove him
from the Union and as he {appellant) has not been
convicted of apy of the offences mentioned in
Bection 22 he cannot. be removed..

Seoction 4 of Act 22 of 1913 laye down what
persons shall be prohibited immigrants and section
5 what persops ahall not be prohibited persons.

It ig clear from Section 5 () by virtue of which
Appellant claims his status that unless he falls
within the provisions of sub-sectiens (1), (d), (e), (£),
(g) or (b) of Section 4 he is not a probibited immi-
grant. The sub-section 4 (1) (§) on which the
Immigration Officer relies does not affect appellant
for it is not one of the sub-sections referrod to. in
sub-section 5 (g} which conld make him = prohi-
bited immigrant nor does the offence of which hae
was convicted fall under Section 22.

In the opinion of the Board therefore the

Appellant was wrongly deemed & prohibited immi-
grant and the appeal 13 upheld subject to any point
of law that the parties may wish to reserve for
decision of the Supreme Court. .

The respondent has reserved a point of law to
decided by the Supreme Conrt,

Notice

INDIAN UNEMPLOYMENT

Will employers of Indian labour kindly
notify the undersigned of any vacancies in
their establishmet.

WRITE :—Hon, Secretary, Sir Kurma
Reddi Unemployment Relief Committee,
175 Grey Street, Durban, or Phone Central

3506,

Parliamentary Debate On
Asiatic Land Tenure Bill

( Continusd from last week )

-Mr. Friend spoke after Col. Collins whose speech
appeared in our last weeld’s jsame :—

1 sgree with the lsst speaker that this is per.
haps the first attempt that has been made by the
Pact Government to deal with this subject since
they got into power. We remember well the
promisea which were made eight years age through
the whole of South Africa that no sooner would we
seo this Government in power than the question
wonld be exhaustively dealt with. I remember
how these promises were made in Natal, T re.
member how a colleague of the Minister of the
Interior said that the Asiatic menace would. be
removed not only from Natal, but from the whole
of South Africa, This attempt is only a partial
attempt. Xt is an attempt to deal with the question
only in a particular spot—in the Transvaal. It does
not touch the question at all in Natal. I am sur-
prised and disappointed that nothing has been done
by the Pact Government to deal with the position
in Natal. In 1924 if the party.to which I belong
had still been in power the gunestion would have
beon dealt with, as yon saw by the Class Aress Bill
introduced in 1924, which made specific provision
for the reservation of trading and residential gites in
arban avess, I personally will welcome the day
when that Government or any other (Government
will bring forward legislation makiug that specific
provision for the reservation of residential and
trading areas for Asiatics in urban and rural areas.
In the constitnency 1 represent in Natal, I have
watched how this penetration has taken place and
how the position has become aggravated in the last
few years. In particular localities the Asiatic has
all the trade. The European trader has been ousted
altogether. .. I am not satisfied with matters as they
are. What hope have we if that position is not
serionsly dealt with at once. It is only a question
of time and we shall be ousted. I believe the Asiatio
or Indian population in Natal is greater than the
European. Itisa very serious position. I would
like to know frofn the Minister of the Interior
whether he is prepared next year or some time to

. introduce legislation dealing with the question in
that specific way, by which residential and trading
areas for the Asiatic will be reserved. Unless we
do that penetration will go farther, and paralysis
will come over to Natal and perhaps over the
Transvaal as has been pointed out by the hon.
member for Ermelo (Col.-Cdt. Collins). It is in
the light of this that I regret that there is nothing
in this Bill to meet the position in Natal. I hope
the Minister of the Interior will gee his way clear in
the very near future to bring forward a measure of
this description by which residential and trading
areas will be localized, in order that the competition
will be avoided which is existing to-day, and that
the penetration which is going on to-day at a very
rapid pace will be stopped. )

Mr. Alexander’s Fitting Reply

I make no apology for intervening in this
debate. It is nearly 32 years in all since I
took up publi¢ life.and I have only known
one principle for treating any matter in which
different racea are concerned or different colours,
and that is the principle of justice, I still maintain
that the only eafe and wise polioy is to consider 8
matter not from the point of view of race, colour or
creed, bat from the point of view of the sense of
the justice of the proposition before the House oOF
the country, It is in that light that I have always




July 1st, 1932

INDIAN OPINION

191

looked at legislation of this kind, With those views,
1 deplore very much the speech of the hon. member
for Ermelo ( Col.-Cdt. Colline.) I thought we were
coming at last to some question which could be
raised out of the dust and rut of party politics on to
a national platform.

Mr. STRYDOM : You had better resign from the
South African party. :

Mr. ALEXANDER : The hon. member’s silly re-
marks are not conducive to wisdom on the smbject
Those bon. members who still onght to go and
Jearn what justice means, do not understand my
language. I do not expect them to understand, and
go I forgive them for their childish interruptions.
They will not put me off. I say that the only way
t6 deal with a matter of this kind is from the point
of view of justice. There i8 no other criterion. The
hon. member for Ermelo said, “ My own race first.”
I say, * Justice first.” Itisnot a question of this
race or that race. The history of all races teaches
us that if you are going to do an injustice to another
race becanse it does not happen to be your own,
your own race and country will fall into the limbo
of forgotten things, That is what history teaches
us. Attempts to make party capital out of a thing
of this kind are most deplorable. I differ from the
GQovernment on very important points—on their
non-European policy particularly, but during the
last fow years, it i only fair to say that the present
Minister of the Interior has been able to raise this
guestion out of the rut of party politics, and put it
on a national basis, The two hon, members who
have just spoken said that this is the first attempt
made to deal with this question sinece the present
Government came into power. That is not the case.
There was a propoesal made in 1926 when the select
committes sat. The conference to which the hon.
member for Ermelo referred took place as a resnlt
of the recommendations of the select committes on
which both-sides-of the House were represented.
1t was not a party question. I happened be to on that
gelect committee. I wiil not worry the House with
the whole detsils. A Bill was before the House then.
1If members will take the trouble to read the report
of the pelect committee, they will find that we took
a lot of evidence. After the completion of the evi-
denee, the committea was informed by the Minister
of the Interior that further negotiations had taken
place with representatives of the Government of

India and that these had led to an agreement, sub- - -

ject to the approval of the committee and Parliament,
o evter into 3 conference. It was not a thing done
hy the Minister alone, but it was a result of the
report of the select committee, on which both sides
of the House wers fully represented, and that com-
mittee’s finding was practically unanimous. The
committee reported that after very careful consi-
deration it had resolved to approve of the agreement
and to recommend the holding of the conference,
and that the Areas Reservation and Immigration
Bill be not proceeded with until the resultsa of the
conference were available. That was the beginning
of an attempt to deal with one of the great problems
of South Africa from the point of view of the
. country a8 a wholo—npot from the point of view of
party politics nor the point of view of race domina-
tion—but parely from the point of view of justice.
That path bas been followed since 1926. There
have been conferences. The hon. member for
Ermelo tried to raise a laugh by referring to one of
these delegates who came from Indis. I know them
all personally, and you can talk of social matters as
much as you like, there is not one of those men who
eame from India who would not be an honoured
guest in my own hovee at any time. I would be

very proud ula‘have them there. The bhon. membar
referred to a * 8ir Mahomed Somebody ” in & cheap
and nasty way, Really, these were men of the
highest and finest character, fit %o grace any legis-
latare in the world, and it is only right thai we
should have some gense of propriety in the matter,
and recoguise that tha white race is not the only
race in the world, We must learn to respect these
men. The firat point 1| wish to make is—for
heaven's sake do not let ws drag this question into
the rut of party politics. Lot nue find at least one
question which we can look at a8 a whole, and not
from. a party political point of view. It is to the
credit of the Minister of the Interior that he haa
app_roached this matter from another plane, from
which he cannot gain an ounce of party political
a(!vantage. but rather the reverse. I wish to pay a
m‘bute to the Government, for they have aoted in
this matter like statesmen., The only way in which
we 2an deal with this problem is from the point of
view of justice., It must be dealt with by statesmen
and with dve regard to the justice of the case. It
bas been said that in the old Transvaal Republio,
Asiatics were refnsed permission to trade,

Col.-Cdt; CoLriNsg : I did not say so.

Mr, ALEXANDER: The hon. member maid that
they never had the right of publio trading. But he
is entirely wrong., Neither President Kruger nor
the Transvaal Government ever took up the view
that Indians could not trade in the Transvaal. 1
could show from & judgment of the Snpreme Court
that they wern encouraged to go and trade there.

Col.-Odt, CoLLNs : I would be glad if you conld
show me that, *

Mr. ALEXANDER : If my hon, friend had only
been patient, and snbmit to & little tnition from me
he will come to & more reasonable frame of mind.
The word “ eoolie” has bsen used. That term is
quite inapplicable to thn great mass of the people
from India, Law No.3 of 1885 of the Transvaal
Republic reads, nier alig—

1. This law shall apply to the persons be-
longing to any of the native races of Asia
inclading the so-called “ coolies,” Arabs, Malays
and Mohamndan subjects of the Turkish domi-
nion" 2, With regard to the persons mentioned
in Artiocle 1 the following provisions shall
apply: (a) They shall not be capable of

" obtaining burger rights of the Sonth African

Republic; (b) they shall be not capable of

being owners of fixed property in the republic.

This provision shall not bo retrospective;

(a) those who settle in the Republic for the

purpose of carrying on any trade or otherwise

shall be bound to have their names entered in

a register to be geparately kept for the purpose

by the landdrosts of the various distriots in

accordance with a form to be prescribed by the

Government. On saoh registration, which shall

be offected within eight days after srrival, s

sum of £25 sterling shall be paid. '
Asintics were direotly encouraged to enter the
Transvasl for the purpose of trading. The gold law
of the Transvaal of 1908 never attempted to prevent
Indians from trading on proclaimed ground.
was communication between the British Govenrment
and the then attorney-general of the Transvaal on
the subject, from whioch it was perfectly eolear that
no existing rights wore being interfered with by the
gold law, and one existing right was the right of the
Asgiatic to trade. The only thing the legislation
looked to was the mining righta and questions of
gapitation and 80 on, ‘The least we can do is to see

that the Asgiatics in the Union—and it must bo re-
inembered that the majority of them were born in
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Indié’s Fight For lndepéndence

Pandit Malavly_a’s Statethent

Pondit Mader Mohan Malaviya who wes recently
gtregted it coBhection with the Delhi Congress
pepsiont wits Peleased int the following way : Panditji
qith hig dons and other friends who were

swith hiif wers teken i cars by the Delhi
goliée to Ghastabid 4t about 11 o'clock at night
Atidet @ Heav§ armred escort and entrained in the
Howvdh trait,  Ag the traiti started Panditil was
herided his tioket for AMuhiabad dnd told thal he
wad releaped, Panditfi iseued the following state-
wienit to the Presd doon after his refease : —

“When the d:}mty comniiestorier of Dethi informed
{e Becretary of try fo crush the Uongress instead
of allowitig 1t t& contittie f0 co-operate, o

gir Bamudl Hoare is reportsd to have maid, ‘'We
fa¢e Hot nded the chipter of do-operation; we are
always ready to co-operate with anybody who was
prepared {¢ co-opetate +with ae’ But only & short
time ago he had said that he was prepared td co-
operste with those Indisns who were ready lo
eo-operate with them ‘upon the policy laid down
by the Houss of Comnttsons.’ Mabatiia Gandbt had
in his correspondence with Sir Samuel! Hoare in-
dicsted that he would bé préparéd \e oo-oparste with
the Governwent if the slatements of tbe Prime
Ainstutet snd Sir Samuel Haore in the Hounse of
Commons on thé subject of Reservations and Safe-
guards; wete ok the last word onl the gubject and
{f it would b6 opet fo & imember of the Working
Cotimttee to usk for the modification or removsl of
stiy of them.

The Working Cominittes of the
Oonprése Bas miade 1y qulte olem that it doed not
© fegurd the safegusids and the reservitions insisted
8poh by the Houss 6f Comtdone dg satidfhctory fn
the Interents of Indld. i nslatitg, therefore, tipon
Inathus dosoperdting with St Samtie] Hoare tpon
the fioliay 1aid down by the Hodse of Oommions ke
14 anking hot for co-operation but for tinquestioning
¥ibmision. Indis’s hotiotir and hitional interdst
Bod pérmit 0f her decepiing eteh 4 positich. The
Ootigreas has nisde 1t clear that {t Warntd the sadde
thensury of independence for Indis as Edgland
atd avery other free coutitry enjoys 'This fo the
s qua non 6f b friendship betweetl [ndid arid Ebg-
lsnd; bonoatable to bioth the ctrtries,

. 1% sldkening to Hesr of this talke of co-petation
I frumiinig & eobetitttion for Indig in the state of
affairs whick the Governmert has broight about
in this dountry: Sir Santuel Hotre repidiated the
shia¥ge thab Bécatite thery weid tiett and women in
prisoh in Tidia the ottty Was stfferlng dider
fhib Jzuit hetl of Hussian tyréuny. If Sir Samuel
Hoare Watild ddre o1l the pable the teath about
the ruthless repression that has been practised dufibg
the last fonr monthe in India, it will be seen that
it is difioult t6 fihd a pavaildl to it éven in Russian
.history. Ddring these four montbs, upto 20th
April last, acoerdibg to the repotls published in the
_ press, 66,646 persons, among whom were included
5325 women and thtny ohildfen, have been
arrested, imprisened, and humilisted. This could
* not possibly include arrests in the far off villages
in the interiar of the ceuntry and; therefore, the
Congress estimialen the tolal arresti fo be over 80,000
up to that date. The jeila are overcrowded, and
idinary prisonefs are being releaped befora their
tiirte to thakd room fof political prignacra. ‘Ta this
bas to be added thé nifbet of afpestd madé adritin
\he last ton daye; lmcldding thode ®f ind Qélegates

0
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to the Delhi Congress, Tt is diffioult to deacribe the
indignitiea. the bardships and the crdel treatment
0 whiesh they are snbjected. According to the
reports in the press firing has been resortéd to at
Yeast it 29 casey with considerable loss of life.
There have been lathi charges on tnavmed crowds
8t 325 places; There have been 633 eases of house
searches and 102 cases of oconfiscation of property.
A gene::al ?olier bas beem pureued of imposing
axtmrdm.nhly heavy fines on persods who have
boen eonvicted in oomuection with the movement
and property far in exvesd of what was necessayy
for realising the arhount of the fines has been attached
and gold. Tha presi has been gagged nd it had
never been gagged before. One hundred and einty-
three danes have been reported where the newspapera
and public presses bave beem regulated by orders
for eonfiscation, demands for sscurity and oob-
sequent closing down of the presees, warmings,
srarohes and arreéste of editors, printers or keepets.
Numerous public meetings and processions of non-
violent men and women have beem dispersed by
lathi oharges, and. sometimes, by firing. In the
face of ail this, Sir Samuel Hoare has been repeatedly
saying that the emergency powers which have been
%ivven to the police bave been sensibly admimistered.

ill Sir Samuel Hoare and bis colleagues agree to
4 commiseion consisting of three eminent public
men of international reputation being appointed fo
epquire into the Reception Committes of the 46th
National Congress that the
Government wounld not allow the Congress to be
held in Delhi, I ventured that announcement not-
withstahding, 6 say that the Congress would be

“held in Delhi on the day that had been fixed for it.

I thank God that prediction has come true. The
Cougress had thrown out a bold challebge €b the
Government when it decided to hold its 46th seamion
in Delhi in the circumstances existing in the conntry.
Sir Samnel Hoare and Lord Willingdon's Govern-
ment have been trying for some time past to
persasde the British public aud the eivilized world
gonérally that the measutes adopted by the British
Government il India to erush the Congress move-
mbnb had suceevded: If their atatement wore troe,
one shounld ‘have expected that fow Coogressmen
would eome fortvard to atténd the Coogress at
Delhi. But the fact that in splte of all tho preventita
measares taken by the Government about 1,500
delegates managed to reaoh Delhi and that many
more wore prevented from going there by the
finmerous arrests of those who were proceeding to
Delhi, shows how deeply the Congresa is rooted in
the affections of the people and how fatile must be
the endeavour of even so mighty 2 Government as the
British Goverhinent to crtish the movemetit for
which this great national orgabiisatioti stands. It is
very thuch to be Hoped that the Government will
profit by tiis experlency afid instead of peraisting
iil the policy of repression retract their steps. B,
1 thost Borifess that I feel 1ittls hope that this will
b6 dond, wheti 1 find Sif Qamuel Hoaré repedting
{hith the only chdtigd iu tby Ttidiau sitastion that
had oeenired sioes the a8t Rotind Table Conlerence
vrag itt the attitedd of thé Cbngress. The world
Xhows that if was the Governt-Genetal of India
who Hivst arjustifisbly vefused to nt au inter-
vlow whith Mahstma Gandhii soughl of bim sad
which would have in all human probability brought
abont an agreerient bétween the Governtisnt and
the Congress on the difference whick had arifdn
between thein towards the end of the yeér, In the
JetteF which I addressed to the Viceroy otl the 29th
Jandary last I have shown thdt it wil the Seoréidry
of Siates aud the Vicerdy whb ohanged their wolldy
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and decided to the working of the ‘severe and rigid
measures introdoced in India, upon which Sir
Samugel Hoare dwells with gloating aatigfacnon ?
Let the truth of the matter be thus catablighed be-
yond cavil or dispute. :

If is surprising to find Sir Samuel Hoare
repeatedly ssserting that the sitpation in India has
“been considerably improved., The import trade
.retpros of Bombay published a fow days ago tgll
a different tale, Besides in ever so many places in
the country Government ordera are being defied and
despite all the attempts of the Government to
prevent them Congress activities are being carried
on. The repressive policy is progressively bc_a-
coming more and more intense and in egually pro-
gressive measure are people coming forward to
. gontivue the movement and to carry it forward.
* There i not one item in the Uongress programme
which the Government has succeeded in snppressing
_altogether. All this enirely indicates the contrary of
an improvement in’ the situation from the Govern-
. ment:point of view, . . :
8ir Samuel - Hosre seems to have a very wrong
idea of homan nature in India if he imagines that
*with- 80,000 of India’s patriotic sons and dauvghters
- locked mp in jaile under oppressive and humiliating

conditions any self-respecting Indian can entertain .

-gny propeesl of eo-operation’ with the Govéernment
in the work of framing a new constitation for India.

Statement _Sgbmittéd By S.A.L.C.

_;I’b G_ovérhr'nenf Ol’ India Delegation

. ( Contémusd 'from last week)

EQUAL EcoNouio OBPORTUNITIES TO INDIANS
v, AND THE REMOVYAL OF THE GOVERNMENT
el WRITE LABOUR POLIOY

""" The clause that most, vitally affects the Indian
community in the Capetown Agreemeiit ip that which

deals with the Indueirial Concilistion and Wages
Aot which reads as follows :— '

“The principle underlying the Industrial

. Concilistion Aot (No. 11 of 1924) and the
‘Wages Aot No. 27 of 1925 which enables all
employees in¢luding Indiaps to take their

places on the basia of equal pay for equal work
will be adhered to.”

The Congress, in accepting this clanse, took a very

. bold step, for it felt that as there were no facilities
" for the banning of the Ini'ian worker and coupled
‘with the prejudice of the White worker against the
Indian, the time had not arrived when the Indian
" worker could stand side by side with the European
worker and demand equal pay for equal work, Bat
it hoped, thongh for some years to come our psople
would be severely handicapped by the acceptance
of the olanse, the time wonid arrive when the
Indian worker would have no impediment in the
"Tabour market. and that the principle of equal pay

for equal work wounld be applied to him asa
matter of course.

Prior to the year 1928 all the Trade Unions in

the country had only REoropean - memberahip.

.. Indians -were not admitted to membership. The -

Indian employees engaged in the Darban Liquor
and Catering Trades bad formed themselves into a

”
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:Unpion. and registered it, Later they applied for

July 1st, 1932

the registration of a Union for the whole of Natgl
with an open conslitution. At the eame tima ihe
Erropesn Employers in the Trades formed a Union
and endeavoured to have same registered. Thyg
there were two Unions in the same Trads applying
for registration. The regulation was held up by the
Registrar of Trade Unions for the reason that thers
could not-be two Unions in one Trade or Industry,
Diecoesions then followed with the Indian and.the
Ewropean Employees and the Congress in which
the first Agent the Rf. Hon. Mr. Sastri rendered

much assistance, Where ip an Industry there were
" Enropean and Indian Employees, it wae suggested

that paraliel Unions shonld be registered. This was
not accepted by the Congress. In order that- Indian
Labour may he organisad, the Natal Indian Congress
convened a Conference of all Indiar Labonr, and
this resulted in the formation of the Natal- Workerg’
Congress. This body then commenced organising

Indian Jabour, and the following Unions werg
registered :

1. Darban Tinsmiths and Tankmakers Union.
2. Durban and District Tobacco Workers' Upion.
3. Durban and District Bakers’ Union.

4. Natal Liquor and Catering Trades Employees
Union. :

5. Durban snd District Garment Workers’ Union,

6. Durban and District Amalgamated Union of
Launderers and Dry Cleaners. =

All these Unions have open Constitutiops and
accept Indian, Coloured and Earopean membership.
The Liquor and Catering Trades Employees’ Union
i now a joint Union which hag Europen and Indian
emplovees in its membership, ard on the Execntive
both Evropean and Indian employeea sit gide by
side and discnss matters of mntnal benefit to them.
They have now an Industrial Council which deter-
mines the Wages The same applies to the Furni-
tare indusiry which has an Indian majority.’ In
the former there is an Indian Secretary and in the
latter there was an Indian Secretary until a few

. months ago. The Typographical Union of South

Africaisthe most powerful and composed exclusively
of European members. For many years Indisn

. Printers have been tapping at ita doors for admittance

but they were coneistently refnsed admission. . -Ope
beneficial effect of the Natal Workers’ Congress was
the throwing epen of the doors of the Typographical
Union to Indian members, Indnstrial Councils also

. exist in the forpiture Trades,

The nne thought that was present in the ﬁxiuda
of the Officials of the Congress was that if Indian

labour were organised to the same level as that of

Europen labour, the Indian employee wonld take
his rightful place in every trade and industry.

Joseph Doke
The Missionary-Heartgd _
Price 5 Shillings -

New Seagon’s salted snoek, Prime quality.
Fpeclally selected, 24- per dozen. Cash with order

or C.0.D.. Railage paid to any Union station.
AST TRADING CO., 917 Kershaw St., Capetown
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