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HE following is the text of the speech delivered
by Mpr. Sorabjes Rustomjee, president of
the Sounth African Indian Coungress, at the

Emergency Conference held in Johannesburg on
Dec. 31 and Jan.1:—

*In presiding over this Emergency Conference,
the twelfth sesslon of our Congress, I am fully
conacious of the responstbilities that I have been
burdened with on this important occasion,

“This Conference is a momentous one, for,
asgembled as we are, on the eve of the second
Round Table Conference, we shall have to decide
the future programme of the Congress in relation
to the Capetown Agreement, and on the matters
affecting Indians in South Africa.

“Y am extremely happy to see that the two
Provinces Natal and Transvaal are 8o well repressnted
and delegates even from far-off Cape have arrived.
In extending to the delegates a hearty welecome I
do hope that, grave aa the questions are that will be
put forward before them for thelr decision, they
will have divine gnidance in all their deliberations,

“Jadies and (entlemen, once more we have
amongst ue oar friend the Rev. O. F. Andrews,
Mr. Andrews is one of us. The South African Indian
community knew Mr. Andrews for the first time in
1913 during the Passive Resistance struggle. Since
then he has paid us many visitaa In our hour of
trial and tribulation we can always couant upon Mr.
Andrews’ inestimable services. His presence in this
country, during the visits of both the Paddison and
Habibullah Delegations, was of immenss benefit to
us. The achievements of his pen have been re-
markable in that his articles have always been the
means of presenting the Indian question from a new
perapective. In the case of Mr. Andrews the often-
quoted adage that “the pen is mightier than the
gword ” cannot be traer. He has now come at a
most opportune moment. ‘Througzhout the proceed-
ings of this Conference, I have no donbt, we shall
have his sagaclous advice and we will receive the
benefit of his wide experience. On your behalf and
on behalf of our commaunity in South Africs, I ex-
tend to him a hearty welcome. May God be with
him ard bestow on him His blessings,

“In a few days' time the Indian Delegation will
arrive in South Africa. They arrive here to revise
the Capetown Agreement that was consummated five
years ago. They are charged with a duty made
very difficult by the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenura
Bill, which will be one of the chief items for dis-
cussion at the Round Table Conference.

“The Delegation is a strong and distinguished one,
and comprises representatives of every shade of
public opinion in India.

“Sir Fazli-Hussain, the Leader of the Government _
of India Delegation, as a member of the Executive
Council of the Viceroy, is immediately ii charge of
the affairs of the Indians Overseas., His Degpurt-
ment has made a special study of our peculiar
difficnlties in this country. Ho, therefore, comes not
a complete strangor but as one who is acquainted
with tho Fadian question in South Africa.

“Mrs, Sarojini Naidu was herein 1924 when our
community was faced with the Class Areas Bill.
With an indomitable courage, for which she is noted,
she fought our cause admirably. Her visit was
duripg a period when South Africa was seething "
with an atmosphere that made our lives in this
country miserable. With the knowledge that our
cauge was righteouns, she won her way thronghout
South Afriea.

“It was ghe who was the first to suggest that a
Round Table Conference between India and South
Africa shonld be held and while she was at the
Cape with our Congress representatives she saw,
with the dissolution of the Smuts’ Government, the
tall of the Class Areas Bill.

“She comea as the representative of the people
of India and as the ambassador of a great nation.
She has suffered in prison and out of prison for
the freedom of India and has proved to the world,
as the late Valliama in our Passive Resistance struggle,
that our women, when the hour comes, suffer and
even face death,

“Her distingnished services as President of the
Sounth African Indian Congress and her invaluable
help and assistance in India to the Congress Depu-
tation are freshin our minde. Our camse will no
doubt be strengthened by her beiog on the Delegation.

“We are grateful that Mr, Sastri, in spite of his
failing health, comes to revige the agreement, in the
creation of which he played a promfnent part. He
laboured amongst us for the apace of eighteen months
ag the first Agent of the Government of India. His
personality and his oratory brought about a better
understanding between the European and the
Indian communities. His stay among us was all
but short, but his worth and work in this country
brought a chorus of approval.

“Sir Geoffrey Corbett comes to us as no stranger.
He has come again and again a8 8 representative of
the Government of India and we sppreciate him all
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to bunild np a grester un

and Indéans. -
Eq%i‘:'“bn’:h:j Lindeay, Yeader of the Earopean

i ia, bri ill
ile community in India, brm_gn the goodwi
:;e:i::‘::t:munity to help ‘i_n the q:gicnlt w:irk ocf
the Delegation. During his last visit h_e exl:] ealgi_r
bimself to ve. Ounr one greab re.gret. is that 'lt.
Pheroze Sethna, who did duch ines imable service &
the last Round Table Conference, has been p:he-
vented from toming as & delegate owing to the
wife,
mﬂf\;:.olgagi:ai will be here again as Secretary to the
Delegation. By his tact, ?bility md Ehowledge
of the South African Indian question .he won
golden opinions, He, too, comes {o continae the
work of the Habiballah Delegation, He will un-
ubtedly be the moving spirit. i )

d_o"{ havi parposely DOt refmd earlier to Bir
Karma a8 8 member of the Fazli-Hussain Delega-
tion, not beesuse he was the least but because he
ie much more to us a8 he has been with us for :r.he
Just three years. You will remdmber that dunpg
bis term of office, for months he hy between life
and death ard bow ab an invalid he went to lndiz_l.
Phe mement he felt that be wes recovering hin
genre of duty brought him back to vs. His know-
ledge of the intricaciea of the Transvaal Land Tenure
at t»» Roawd Table Couference, ¥ doep and wide.
He has epared no paion to obtain firkt- hand &now-
ledge on this =nd other mattérs, which, we are
confident, he will bring to bear upon the deliberations
of the Conference.

%I shall now come to Yhe smbject for which we
bhave all assembleéd here,

“It was in this Golden City that in the middle of
Mareh 1927 we assembled in #n Annwal Conferencé
toexpress our views in regard 1o the Capetown
Agreement. After mature deliberations we accepted
the Agreement awrived at between the Union end
tbe Indian Governmepts, as being an honest
attempt to find a solution to the Tndian problem.

"I will wot b dut of place 10 quote portions ‘of
Dr. Malan's spuech to the House of Assembly when
ha rose to make a atatement om the conclusions
arrived at which resunlted in the Capetown Agree-
ment, He said that “throughont the Conference
there was remarkable absence of the spirit of
birgrining, and the decisions taken wore arrived
at solely wnd whole-heartedly with a view 10 a
cemrprehensive, effedtive, and peacoful settlement,

“Agsin he said "I feel sesured that both +his
House and the people of South Afriea will join in
the fervent hope that the reward of their labours
will be thé inanguration of 2 new era of peace and
friendship in the trne interests of both, bstween
oer couniry and tho ecuntry which they sarve.”

~The Press of South Africs and of India ‘hailed
the Agreement as am honowrhble settlerrent, and
Wwe, as a community most vitally concerned, were
agked to co-operate with the Union Government
and to giva it a fair trial.

_“*In the apitit in which the Agreement was con-
egaved Wé accopted it. It marked ahew era in our
hlst-Ory 40d we *had hoped that the Government
which ha‘d, up Wl then, treated members of our
zt:lommum!y ?a aliens, would, ss {b had assured in the

greement, treat us a8 part of the per -
J8tion of South Africa, permanent popa

*“F'he step ‘we had then taken wag undounbte
Wit one ity alf thess ¢ircumetances, Hut aubseggén:
events have ‘proved ‘that our trost in the Union
Go:ernment was placed all too so0n,

How much the Indian commnnity of
Africa has gained and how mueh it has }rosls wislgult)g
seén from an anaiysis of tha terms of the Agree.
méht which I shall make Iater,

“Tifteon months ago we met in an Emergency
Conference in this Hall for _the purposs of con-
pidering the Trapsvaal Asiatic Land Tanhure Bl_ll
that faced our countrymen in this Province. The Bill
was #0 drastio in character that, if it had become law,
it would have reduced our people to a stqte (_)f hglotry.

“The Capetown Agreement was the vindication of
of the strenuous fight that the Indian community of
Sonth Africa pat np against the Areas Roservatu_)r! and
Immigration and Registration (Further Provisions)
Bill. It puta stop to the policy of segregation. As
Dr. Malan had assured the House of Assembly, we
had accepted that the consummation of the Capetown

- Agreement as he had stated, would be the * irangura-

tion of a new era of peace gnd friendship.” That
was not to be, for the melf same Mipister, to our
surprise, introduced the Transvaal Asiatic Land
Tenure Bill, the provisions of which were even
move drastic than those of the Asiatie Bill,

“I do not desire to go into the delnils of the Bill.
Suffice it to eay that no ¢ivilized people with a
vestige of self-respect in them would ever accept it.
To me it is inconceivable that a Minister who figured
g0 prominently in the shaping of an Agreement
that bronght peace t¢ the European and Indian
comimunities, conid spongor a Bill which Wwas not
only the negution of the elrmentary rights of a
section of the people of South Africa, butalso a
violation both in spirit and in letter of the Agree-
ent to which he 80 solemnly subseribed.

"Our people in the Transvaal have created vemted
rights which the Bill doee not respect. Inorder that
these vested rights may be protected so that our
people in the Transvanl may enjoy the same righta
and privileges as our people in the other Provinces,
your Congress in ita statement to the Habibulish
Delegation asked for the repeal of the laws that
specially affected them. ‘

“The Capetown Agresment Isid down Vhat Tndians
in the Union who were prepmared to conform to
Waestern standarde of life, wonld not only be en-
abled but encouraged to do so. How the Union .
Government expects our people in the Transvaal
to onform to Western standards of life when they
are restricted on all sides from developing to the fall
extent of their capacity, pagses my comprehension.

“We will accept no Bill that forces any feeling of
an inferiority complex on our peopls, and we will,
therefore, press for the complete withdrawal of
the Bill.

“I am not numindful of Yhe meriovsneds of the
statement 1 make, but 1 am fally aware of the
determination of our people in the "Transvaal.
Mabatma Gandhi has made them what they are to-dag,
Courage they have in plenty. The Passive Resiat.
ance Straggle in the Transvaal is siill fresh in our
minds and wetds no reminding, In that straggle
our people in the Transvaal rose as one man for the
muintenance of their legititate rights, [ have to
doubt that in their strnggle against the Tringvasl
Asiatic Land Tenure Bill they would be no lesa
in their determination to maintain their rights, No
matter what the sacrifice we may be called upon to
make, we will not rest comtent until the Bill is
eol‘:flpletely with@rawn.

In regard to the Liguor Adt, Section 103 (2) ()
of that Act creates a bardship on a meotion of our
people in the Transvaal. You will no doubt re-
;ﬂembef that Section 104, v'fhit:ah would have wrought

avoc among our people, was dropped. The Agen
of the Government of India and ggur oﬁicl'lial;&g ‘h;g:
legt 'no-stone unturtied to bring to the notice of the
M_Ixmstcr that Sectien 102 (2) (a) mremnt the virtnal
dl_ﬂl:llacement of & enmber of Indians engaged in the
Liquor and catering trades, Whilst the Congress,
with theaid of the Agent, has been successful in
sectring exemption certificates for those already
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THE EMERGENCY CONFERENCE

- HE Emergoncy Conference of the South African
Indian Congress held in Johanuesburg last
Thuraday and Friday was unique in that it

was opened by the Rev. . F. Andrews, and ita
proceedings were blessed by His Lordship the
Bishop of Johannesburg and the Rt. Rev. Dean
Palmer.
eaid thai it was not profitable to go to ibe Govern-
ment in 3 bargaining spirit by puiting forth
extravapgant demands in the hope of getting a good
bit acceded to. His Lordship advised Indisna to
put their minimom demands and to stand firm to
get them acceded to. This is an advice which we
should tske to heart. The Rt. Rev. Dean Palmer
assured ue that thoogh there were a few Europesns
present at the meetipg, there was a large number of
them whose sympathy was with ws., It is indeed
this that brings us a2 ray of hope in an otherwise
very gloomy situation.

The Conference has covered praciically all the

points referred to in our last week’s issue., The

gituation in the Travsvaal is sbout the gravest and-

the Conference rightly spent most of its time in
thrashing out thorooghly the questiona affecting
Indians in that Provinee. The Transvaal Land
Tepure Bill was discussed fully at a previows Con-
ferenoe and the only thing that the present Conferenoce
bad te do was to reiterate its emphatic protest
against the Bill and to asgk for it to be shelved. Bnt
the shelving of the Bill alone will not bring any
relief o the Transvaal Tndians who are faced with
another piece of deadly legislation in the form of
the Transvaal Licensing Control Ordinance of
1931 which, together with the application of the
Townehipa Act and the Gold Law, will bring aboug
the same resuit a8 is_contemplated under the Land
Tenure Bill

The Immigration Amendment Act of 1931, as
affecting the Transvaal Indiane, was another matter
over which a great deal of e was faken up by the
Conference, and the attitude of some of the Natal
delegates was most wnfortunate. It was, however,
satisfactory that good sense prevailed at last and a
unanimity of opinion on the question was reached.

The Transvaal case is quite clear. Transvaal is
the only Province where Indians are holders of
Registration Certiticates, Fuorther Indian immigra-
tion in the Tranavaal was entirely closed barring six

educated Indians apnually, and those who bad

already settled were issurd registration oertificates
which, under the Asjatic Registration Act of 1908,
gave the holder the right to go out and enter into
the Tranevaal whenever and a8 often as he desired.
It gave the holder the right of domicile no mwatter
how long he may have been absent from the Trane-
vaal and also conferred upon him the right to
re-enter and to reside in the Trapnsvaal. The right of
a holder of a registration certificate conld never be
challenged. This right the Transvaal Indians
acquired after a prolonged struggle of passive
resistance during which they had to nndergo great
secrifices and bad even to sostain loss of life. This
right, to the Transvaal Indiane, was, therefore, sacred

The Bishop, in the conrse of his speech,’

. and constifnted 8 part of the 1914 Smnts-Gandbi

setilement. In the year 1927, however, the Tmmi-
gration Amendment Act of that year, which imposed
a three years’ limit on those who absented them-
selves out of the Union, to re-enter the Union, and
exceeding that limit by a day, wonld deprive such
persons of their domiciliary rights. The Transvaal
Indians were weak and alloweq that sacred right to
be sacrificed. 'They, however, still possessed the
right, by virtue of their registration certificater, to
re-enter and to re-earn their lost domicile by remain-
ing in the Transvaal for a pe:"iod of three years,
The Immigration Department tested this right in
the Appellate Division whose decision went in
favour of the Transveal Indians. The Department
could not tolerate this state of affairs and the resclt
bas been the rushing of the Immigration Amend-
ment Act of 1931 which deprives them of the latier
right. The stand taken by the Transvaal Indians
is quite reasonable aud if they hold their sense of
bonour and self-respect above all material gains, they
will certrinly put upa strennous fight sgainst the
deprivation of their vested righta.

Certain Nutal delegates took the erroneons stand
that, becanse in the Natal and Cape Provinces Indians
did pot posgess the right to re-enter and to re-earn
their domicile, Indiang in the Tranevaal should alro
pot press for tbat right. They eeem to forget in
what a disadvanisgeous position their brethren in
the Transvaal are placed in comparison with that of
their brethren in the other two Provinces. If a
lovelling of the laws is considered desirable—to
which we have n¢ objection—such levelling shoald
be levelling #p and not levelling dowrn, That is to
say, the Tranmsvaal Indians shonld be allowed to
enjoy all the rights and privileges that are enjoyed
by their brethren in the other Provinces. With re-
gard to the three years' clanse, another fact that is
lost sight of by some of onr Natal friends is that
while that clazuse is, on the face of it, af general
application, any European could, at any time,
re-enter the Union and re-earn his domicile whereas
an Indian, no matter how many years he may have
been in the Union and no matter what interests he
may have in it, if he stays out but a day over the
three years’ limit, he loses his domicile in the
Union for ever. Of course, the IMinister hag the
power to extend that period up to ten years in all,
but that dieeretionary power is vsed by the Minister
most sparingly and there are proved cagses in which
the Minister has been most reluctant in exerciging
his power in the csse of Indiane. There are other
objectionable clanses in the pew Immigration Act,
such.as, for instance, the ope which renders a person
convicted of any paliry offence liable for deportation,
These, together with various other matters referred
to by the Emergency Conference, will require the
urgent attention of the Indian delegation to the
Round Table Conference, :
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WAR MEASURES IN INDIA

Y tho arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and Sirdar
Valebhbhai Pate), Lord Willingdon'a Govern-
ment in India has proved its resolateness to

crush India’s aspirations with an iron-heel Lord
Jrwin’s Government had tried for a year and gave
up all hopes of subduing India by stern repression.
Lord Willingdon is, obviously, not satisfied with
Lord Irwin’s experiences. He means to make an
experiment himself and has made an elaborate plan
to compel India to fall on her knees. We do not
blame Yord Willingdon’s Government nor the
British Government. They have wor India by the
gword and mean to keep it by the sword, They are
quite justified in doing so. But let the British
Government and the British people appreciate this
faot also that India has now awakened to bher
national honour and is resolved to do her duty by
her nationals by not allowing herself any longer to
be criminally exploited by foreign rulera. And this,
India means to do, not by violent methods, but by
jmposing self-suffering on herself and thus appealing
to the human side a8 against the animal pide of her
opponents. She depends for this on the righteous-
nees of her cause and on the guidance from Geod.
Lord Willingdon’s Government may make India
Jeaderless by imprisoning every leading personaliiy,
bat it will never be able to prevent the guidance of
that Leader of leaders in whom India must pin her
faith implicitly and fear none but Him, and the
" worst repression will be rendered ineffective. What-
ever the plight of Indians in this country may be
let them not forget their Motherland in this hour of
her trial. Let them pray for her and render her
every assistance possible.

Death of Mr. C. P. Scott
Of The ‘Manchester Guardian’

( By C. F. ANDREWS )

The news that has come just as I leave Johannes-
burg for Copetown, that Mr. C. P. B8cott of the
Manchester Guardian, is dead, has meant to me a very
great loss indeed of one whom I admired and loved
for hia nobility of character and his fearless defence
of all oppressed peoples and weaker races. Many
times I have seen him qnite recently and ke had
always spoken to me of his deep affection for the
Indian people and especially for the Poet Rabindra-
nath Tagore and the saint and prophet Mahatma
Gandhi. It was 8 great joy to me to take Mabatma
Gandhi to gee him when I was in Epgland last
October and it was a very beautiful sight to see the
two together conversing with one another. He was
over 85 years of age and wase then very feeblo in
health but he gladly and eagerly looked forward to
the opportunity of meeting Mahatma Gandhi and
they talked on for a very long time together before
they parted. We met that day Mr, C. P. Seoit’s
elder sister algo who was over 90 years of sge and
thus much older than her brother.

All the while C, P. Scott edited the Manchesler
Guardian he kept up its high tone and standard and
for fifty years he kept up the struggle of liberalism
in foreign and international affaire. No one did
more than he did to observe the integrity and
independence of the Press,

( Continued from page 8)

engaged in the trades they are by no means safe.
Ther comprise 8 section with no other means of
livelihood, and to deprive them of this, is a grievons
wrong which should be righted.

“The subject of condonation has given us many
apxious moments, It was at the Kimberley Con-
ference that your Congress, after having heard the
Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri very fully on the
question, accepted the condonation scheme.
In accepting it we fully believed in the sineerity of
the Union Government. We were assured that our
people taking out the Protection Certificates issued
nnder the scheme would enjoy the same rights and
privileges as the domiciled Indiana. There wag to
be no differentiation between the domiciled Indian
and a condones except in the matter of the intro-
duction of his wife and minor children, whick we
left in abeyance. Fortified as we were with this
assvrance we asked omr people to take out these
Certificates.

“Administratively the condoness are receiving
differential treatment in that they are receiving
emergency cerlificates instead of certificatea of
identity, which is fotally against the assurances
given by the Minister.

“Again on the question of wives and minor child-
ren of condonees, we were assurad by the Minister
that, if the nomber affected was not large, he would
favourably consider the quesiion of permitting
them to bring their wivea and children. The
number affected I8 not large and it would bea
magnanimons act on the part of the Minister if he
were to allow the condonees to bring their wives
and children. The Capetown Agreement gives dne
consideration to Paragraph 3 of the Reciprocity
Resolution of the Imperial Conference, and if the
condonee g expected to lead a happy family life
he should be entitled to bring bis wife and children.

“The immigration laws of the country, in their
application to lndians, have always been a source
of legitimate complaint,. Innumerable instances can
be quoted where our people have not received that
treatment which, as citizens of South Africa, they
are entitled to, Varioos sections'of the immigration
laws are not only adversely interpreted but applied

in such a manner so as to operate harshly against
our people,

“In regard to domicile, when the Immigrants
Regulation Amendment Act of 1927 was before
Parliament, the then Seeretary for the Interior in
a letter dated 29th April, in reply to the representa-
tions of Congrese, stated that *it is not intended
to apply the provision dealing with loss of domicile
after three years’ continuous absence from the Union
retrospeclively, and to make this purpose quite
clear the following words will be inserted ir Section
10 at the committee stage of the Bill after the word
therefrom “or from the date of the ‘commencement
of this Aet whichever may be the later” Since
Rashid’s case, the Immigration authorities held
that a person in possession of a domicile or regis-
tration certificate, who retarned to the Union in
terms of the 1927 Act after a long absence, had lost
l_1in domicile aud therefore had to remain three years
in the country to re-acquire his domicile which
would thereafter enable bim to bring his wife and
minor children into the country, Ie this not
contrary to the above undertaking ?

“The arbitrary powers given to the Minister to
da_port. any person who commits any schednled
crime or offence are very wide, Although of a
genera]l character the section is very siringently
ap_plied to the Indian. Deportation orders ave
being mado against Indians who have committed
minor offences such as common theft. This is a
question that should receive our serious consider-
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ation, for, under the existing section, no Indian
born elsewhere than in South Africa is safe.

“Muach of the Indian immigration laws of Natal
is atill on tbe Statute Book. Immigration was
stopped in 1911 and we think tweniy yearsisa
sufficiently long period to allow these laws to be
repealed. The 1/3d tax which an employer has to
pay to the Indian Immigraion Truoat Board in
reapect of every Indian employee whether he be
an Indiap imnigrant or the descendant of an Indian
immigrant, is a stigma on the South African-born
Indian whose mode of living and outlook in
life are quaite different to those of hias forebears.
Eighty-five per ¢ent, of the Indian popnlation are
Sonth African-born and in a few years’ time the
Yndia-born Indian wounld die out. Why then is
the necessity for the Indian irnmigration laws ?

“I shall now engage your attention to an analysis
of the Capetown Apgreement for the revision of
which the Roond Table Conference will sit at
Canetown on the 12th January.

“In regard to the scheme of Assisted Emigation,
although Dr. Malan in his statement to the House
of Assembly assured the House that thronghout the
proceedings of the last Round Table Conference
the epirit of bargaining was absent, there is no doubt
that, a8 a consideration of the Asiatic Bill being
dropped, & acheme, the desired effect of which was
to rednce the Indian population to an *irreducible
mimimnm,” was brought forward Waa this not bar-
gaining ? The scheme, on the faca of it, appeared to
be an improvement on the then existing repatriation
scheme. It gave them a right of re-entry within the
last two years of the three-year period in the old
gc' eme.

“The scheme, as enunciated in the Capstown Agree-
ment, is clear in its terms that no compalsion was
to be employed by the Government, The pressure
that is being brought to bear npon the poorer section
of onr community, conpled with the prevalent un-
employment and depression and the White Labour
policy of the Government has been the means of
gending thousands who, on arrival in India, are
stranded and virtnally lost. It touches a gection

who, through no faonlt of their own, were enconraged

to come to this coantry and econtributed to its
wealth and prosperity. I have no hesitation in
condenming the scheme and to state that the
Congress will not ba a party to the bartering away
of the rights of the poor for the benefit of the rich.

“I wonid here mention the selfless task of Swami
Bawani Dayal who, after investigation into the
condition of the repatriates in India, has proved the
scheme a failure becaumse the repatriate cannot be
abgorbed in the life of India and therefore left
stranded. To him our thanks are dne,

“Our hopes and aspirations were centred in the “Uplift’
Clause of the Capetown Agreement. 1t recognised the
grave situation of Indian education in Natal. The ap-

" pointment of the Education Engniry Commission by the
Notal Provincial Conneil resulted in the whole of the
subaldy of £5 5a. being spent on Indian edacation. For
the year 1926-27 out of the total subsidy of £36,986 the
Provincial Counocil spent only £28,430. Since the find-
inga of the Commission practically the whole of the sub-
sidy is being spent on Indian education. The fact that
the estimate for 1931-82 is £65,838 is undoubtedly aun
improvement on the amount spent in the year 1926-27.
But the extraordinary differerce in the amount of subsidy
hetween the European and Indisn child still remains,
Whilst the subsidy for the European child is £16 7s. 6d.
that of the Indian child is £6 6s. Furthermore, whilst
the Province of Natal during the last two years has
tpent no less thap £491,000 from its Exchequer over
and above the Government subsidy or the education of
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Earopeaa children, it has contributed, much less spent,
not a penny on Indian education. The total nonmber of
Indian children of school-going age is 85,000 and of this
number only 15,814 are actually in schools. It would
be apparent therefore that abont 19,000 children of school
going age are receiving no education, It must be admitted,
however, that there are now aver 5,000 more children in
schools than there were in 1928, Woe ask for increased
facilities for the large number of Indian children who are
remaiuing illiterate.  The Natal Provincial Government
has aot done its daty to the Indian comwnunity despite
the fact that in proportion to their earning capacity onr
people contribute their share of taxation to the Province,

“If the Indian community is expected to attam the
Western standard of life as foreshadowed in the Cape-
town Agreement, then the firat essentis! would be the
education of its children. Educate them sud then enjoin
them to adopt the western standard. In making provie
tions for the raising of the general standard of edncation
of our children the Union Government has lagged behind
and has done very little to justify its andertaking in this
direction.

“The licensing laws of the conntry are still a sonrce of
irritation to our commanity. The concluding clause of
the Capetown Agreement provides for the revision of the
lieensing lawa. Even after the lapse of five years no
attempt hea been made to revise snch laws. When Con-
gress made representations to the Union Government for
the revision of the laws they were informed that the
initistive had to come from the Provincial Government,

“The Union Government has sought to put an entirely
new ipterpretation on the clauge dealing with the revision
of the Liceneing Laws from that placed by the Indian
comrmupity. The Indian Government were informed of
the attitude adopted by the Union Government on this
snbject, bot bas given no reply to the representatione
made by Congress. It would seem that wunless the
matter i8 made clear, with the clause ' dealing with the
revision of the licensing law it would remain a dead
letter, No Provincial Government, in its present atti-
tode on the Indian question, will move the Union Gov-
ernment to revise the laws. We ask that not only
shonld there be a distinct pronouncement on this ques-
tion, bat the licensing lawa should be revised as soon as
possible to give effect to the Capetown Agreement.

“The Licensing Officers of Boroanghs and Towoships
have always showo a tendency to discriminate between
European and Indisn licences, Whilst the European
secures his licence as a matter of conrse, the Indian is
gabjected to differential treatment. Not only is he res-
tricted to trade in a particolar area, but he iz asked to
comply with the requirements which are nobt insisted
upon in the case of the European. He is asked to pay
bis assistants the same rate of wages as is paid to Karo-.
pean assistants, but he does not get the facilities for the
game class of business as the Eoropean trader. If be iz
expected to conform to all the requirements of the indus-
tria(; laws, then he shonld be given equal opportunities to
trade.

“As licensing laws stand at present, appeals to
the Supreme Court only lie in respect of refosal to renew
an existing licence, and in rural areas appeals to the
Appeal Board lie in respeck of vefueal to iscue a new
licence on the only ground that the applicant is not a fit
and proper person.

“In the Boroughs wide discretionary powers are given
to licensing officers whose decisions on Indian applications
are invariably against the lawa of equity and justice.

“In the recant case of Kharwa va. the Ladysmith Town
Conncil, where it was held that assignment of one's pro-
perty does nob lapse one's licence, ome of the Judges
pointed ot that in appeals the Supreme Coumrt could
enter into the merits of the case. This is a distinot
advautage, a8 hitherto the Supreme Courta were loth to
enter into the merits of the licensing appeala unless grave
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frrecrulurities, bad fu'th, sod refugal to exercise discretion
were shown. . irs .

“As has brett go often abated, ont people io th!s canatty
are denied an equal opyortunity W live. !ndlaus have
alwaya been acensed of undercaiting t[le white man bot
the fact that their respective opportunitles are so unequal
is always lost sight of. “

“The aceeptance by the Tudian community of “the
principle nnd: rlying the Industrial Conciliation Aet
No. 11 of 1924 and the Wages Act No. 27 of 1925
which enables all emplovees inclnding Tndiand to
take their places on toe hasis of egnal pay for equil
work will be udhered t0,” to use the actnal phr_ane-
ology in the Capetown Agreement, meant a sacrifice
the enormity of which can bardly be ganged. Bat
the Indisn community accepted it ic the hope that
a8 timy goes on things will go adjnst thewselves as
to anable the Indian to take his rightfal plce in the
industrial fabrie of South Afrieca. What is his posl-
tion ginve the Agreerment? In every industry ai-
tempts are being made to displace Indians by Earo-
peans, The Goavernment is pursulng a White Tabour
poliey and this is being mnt ouly openly udvocated
hat encowraged by Col. Creswell, the Mivister of
Tabour. De not for a8 moment think that the
Colonel I8 concerned with Government gervices
buly. ¥ - goea forther than that, He hag insisted
on sl municipaliies to disolace 2 number of Indian
servants fo that the Evropean unemploged conld be
engagrd in their places. T the Railway serviess
tha process of weeding out the Inding has been
going on stealdily since the Agreewment. In the
middle of 1927 there were 1,338 Indians employed
nn the Railways bt in Jone 1931 there were only
B04 India~8. Who knows that in snother five yezrs’
time the Rallwaye will have no Indian empioyees,
And so in every other gervice, The process of
Weeding out goes un incessantly in the Government,
Municipal and private services,

"It the Liquor and catering trades which, in so far
88 Nutal {8 concerned, are the Indian’s preserve,
atteripta are being made to replace them by Euro-
pean givls,

"W raise ho objection to the Industrial legislations
thangh they affect us dversably, bat we do insist on
but peopls receiving equal opportunities. We ask
that this question ahould recelve the serioun conai-
deration of the Indian delegatioit.

“We underatoml that during the axistence of the
Capetown Agreement no differential restrictive Ieyis-
latiots, Union, Provineial or Municipa), would be
pussed against us bot, alus, anch Yepislation bhas heen
passed, ahd ~vert before the preeent  Parliament
thert is the Workmen's Compensation Act in which
it is bonght to lag a differential and lower seule of
compensation for Asiaties,

"I think I have discussed every snbject {n the
Capetowp Agreement. This sonalyeis wiil show vou
ébanduntly that the Indiup comwnnity has gained
very litlle from the Agreetoent. Whilst op the one
band we have lost for good thonsands of our countyy-
men who have been repatriated nnder the Accisted
Kniigkation Schems, the Indian commnnity lus, on
the other hand, not benefitted to the extent it hag
expeacted.

“l would emphasise the fact that the time bas
arrived when the qoestion of granting the franchice
o bur eommunity must véceive the seriong aftention
of the Goverhntent. Although in the P8t wa have
not pressed for that which we enjoyed in Natal and

consider to be our lexitimate right a8 eitizeng of
Sout!l Africa, we feel that both parliamentary and
Iunicipal franchise shonld, in the case of Natal, be
now restored and extended to the Transvaal;

the universally nccepted maxim, ** No taxation with-
[
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out representation ” well and truly applies to ns, for
no individoal who is called upon to bear eqnally the
barden of taxation should be deprived of the _Meaus
whereby hisg voice could be heard in the adminisrr:-
tion of the country to which he belongs. We
wouid also call attention to the very serious fact
that when the Enuropean women were enfran-
chiged in the Cape Province with no compensating
franchise even for educated non-Europeans, the poli-
tical stratagem at once balved the valne of every
eduncated Indian vote in the Cape Province. We
would call the atiention of Lhe Fazl-i-Husain dele-
gation ta this extreme injustice which has tuken
placo since the Agreement was signed.

“I shonld like the Conference to consider the ad-
visability of urging upon the Indian delegation the
question of improving trude relatlons between Inidia
and South Afriea by the appointment of an Indian
Trade Commissioner. 'We had honod that, as a resnit
of tha visit of the Tndian Trade Delegation, heaz led
by Dr. Meek, a Trade Qommissioner wonld have
been appointed before now. For, we feel that thore
are great possibilities for the development of trale
between this country and India. Asit ig, Indla bnys
South African gold, coal, wattle bark and other com-
modities, If, for instance, ingtead of shipa betwern
these countries touching Eaat African Porls, it were
arranged to run regular and periodical hoats irect
to Indiz, a ready market, I am sore, will be found
for parishables, particnlarly Santh Atrican froit.

“One other matter and I shall conclude. In this
conntry, gince the time Mahatma Gandhi was our
accredited leader, we have always represented the
crmmon cause of Indians. Wa may be Muslims,
Hindus, Christians and Parsees.in our homes or
places of worship, but outside thoss we have alwars
remained Indians, You have, no doabt, heard that
in Durban a few Irndian merchants gathered at a
private residence and formed an Indian Chamber of
Commerca. 1 wounld have refrained from montion-
ing this, but for the fact that the so-called Chamber--
bas been formed not for the purpose of protecting
the business interests of merchants but for the por-
pose of securing preferentisl treatment and pnlitical
rights for Indian merchants, I am reliably informed
that a statement bas been prepared on these lines
and is to be submitted to the Government of delega-
tion. I cannot for a moment concejve how any
Indian, with any sense of responsibili'y and self-
respect, can come forward with a suggestion 1hat he
should receive prefereniial treatment just becanse ha
happens to be, for the time being, slightly better off
financially than his Indian brother and the POESepgOr
of a trade licence, It is sheer stapidity to agseme
the role of anperiority on the gronnd of commercial
standing, and thongh I know (hat the statemnont of
this Chamber of Commerce will be consigned to its
proper place, I do feel that the time hes arrived
when the commmunity should show in no wnwis-
taltable terms, its strong disapproval of their foolish
actlon,

“Let us warn them that our cominunity is watching
them, and auy fulsa #lep that they may take will
havn disastrous effects on them,

‘:D'epntaiions may cowme and deputations may go
and they will act 28 our advoeatea and what they do
will affect us, but it is for ug to say what shall and
that shall. not be dunu in our nume for we bhive to
live and die in this country, for we 4reé not already
over eighty-five per cent. of 48 children of thig
c.anlry.  We will got what we deserve,
prepared to soffer 28 we suffered in ¥
Papsive Resistance we shall novw,

bur gelf-respect not only eg Indians but as Sonth
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African nationals and I have no doubt that yon will
not fail when tha hour comea,

“Wea are very grateful, as a community, for the
kindnegs af the Lord Bishop of Johannesburg and
Dean Palmer for having spent time, in the midst of
their gverwhelming duties, to come to as this morn-
ing and offer ws their greetipgs.”

+

Emergency Conference
Resolutions

The following resolntions were passed by the Emergency
Oonference of the Sonth African Fndiun Congress held
in Johannesburg on Nec. 81 ard Jan. 1 3=

.1, That this Emergency Conference of the Sonth
African Jodian Congress hereby places on record its
heartfelr sympathy in the sad demise of the late Amed
Bayat, a past President for several yea's of the Natal
Indian Congress.

2, That this Emergency Conference of the Sonth
African Indisn Congresa prays to the Almighty that He
mav, in His benign kindness, save the peopls of South
Afrion from any fartber sofferlogs from the severe
d-ought and the eponomic depression which ave seriously
gifecting them.

3. That this Fmergency Conference of the South
African Indian Conpress bereby places on record its pro-
frund sepse of sympathy at the sad demige of Imam
Abdul Kadir Bawazeer, a trosted friend of Mahatma
Gandhi, and condolrs with the family in the sad loss.

4, That this Emergency Conforenca of the South
Africap Indian Congress bereby places on record its
sincere sympathy with the suthorities of the Witwaters-
rand Univergity on the recent disastrous fire that over-
tock the bpildipg of the University.

5. That this Emergency Conference of the South
African ludian Qongress expresses [t sincers love to
Mahatws Gandhi who, amidsy his ipcessapt laboprs for
India and her people, still evinces hie deep interest in the
affnira of the Indian communlty in Sputh Africa.

6, That thir Emergency Conference of the Soath
Africap Indian Congress expres-es its rrofouqd sense of
gratitade to Sir Rabindranath Tagure for permitting the
Rev. C F. Andrews to -come ont gnce mora ta Sonth
Africa to apsist the Indian community, and tenders its
love to him. _

7. That thin Emergency Conference of the Sonth
African Indian Congrees, pepresenting the Indiag cors-
mupity in Sonth Africa, anthoriees the officials of the
8.A.1.0. and the rapresentptiven of each Province o
present a rtatement on mp’ters gifferentially and specisliv
affrcting Indians in the Union, to the Gorernment of
India Delegation at the Tound Tabie Conference, and
anthorises and empowers them to press for :—

(a) The complete withdrawal of the Transvaal Land

Tenure Bill.

{b) The repeal of »ll reatrictive lawe which affect
Indians in the Tvansvaal, especially Law 3 of
1885, Seetions 130 and 18] of the Gold Law and
Bection 62 of the Townehips Aot (Trangvanal).

{c) The abaudonmept of (he Assigted FEmigration
Scheme. .

(d) The entry iuto the Union of wives and minoz
childrep who are uffected by the decision in the
case of Rashid Amod,

{e) The removal of differential treatment meted ont
to condonee= in regard to Ymmigration matters;
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{f) The grantinz of permission for the entry of wives
and winor hildren, vow in Indis, of those who
have tuken out Protection Cartificates. )

(%) The repeal of provisions of Aat 15 of 1931, which
which impose fresh limitations onjjthe rights: of
indiaps. -

(h) Increaged facilities in the matter of education,

and in providing industrial and techiical educa-

tion, .

(® The lberal application of sanitation apd housipg
echemes to meet the wishes of the Indian com-

~ monity,’

(i) Giving immediate effect to fulfl the podertaking
yiveq in the “Ligence Clause” of the Agreemant.

{k) The removal of all restrictinns end dissbilivies
impoged on Indiane in the Liganr Act.

() Econnmic opportonities to Indigns, to deal with
Tndustrial legislation, and the removal of the
Goveroment White Lubour Policy. -

(w) The removal of sll other disahilities jmposed
npon and differential treatment wmeted pup to
Indiang, ns outlined in the Presidential spepch
delivered hefore this Couference, especiglly the
reres] of the Indian fmmigration Laws,

(1) The liheral agplication of the * Uplift Clauge * as eon-
tained ip the Agresment to gie full expregsion to
the decluration mede therpunder by the Dnion
Government. . . :

{0} Repeal of Transvaal Licensing Ordinance, 1931.

T

The Diehards And India .

The Nation of New York writes as follows in
its issue of December 9 :— '

Only & Britiah right-abont-face eonld apparently
have rescued the Round Table Conference from the
abyes toward wbhich it drifted in its closing weeks.
Bat instead of frank generosity on the part of the
British government, which might have stilled the
conviction of futility growing in the minds of the
Indian delegates, the discassions merely reveal tiat
Indiz’s major demande asre to be ignoved. On
November § the All-India Cengress cabled Mahatma
Qandhi its opinion that he onght to come toms,
though leaving it to him to remain longer if he
thought there was anything ¢ gain. Reluciant to
depart before exhausting every hope of asettlement,
Gandht stayed on. A week later, when ones more
tha negotiations sesmed fraitless, a pledge by the
Moslams not to seek the fnlfilment of thelr claitms
a8 4 preregnisite to a constitution afforded 2 renewed
gleam of hope. ‘ '

Bnt with every move foward incressing Hinda-
Moglem nnity, the irrepressible diehard Tories,
fesling thelr oste as a result of the election, made
it plain to the Prime Minister that no really liberal
policy wonld be tolerated, Viscount Rothermeve
in the Daily Mast pried ont for a summary end {o the
proceedings, and urged the goyernment to “send
Gandhi home.” Through the press and on the
platform the prefervid Winston Chyrcehill and his
poterie of exireroists began 1o wyage ap intensified
campaign, Dore than once they were accuseq by
Hinduv and Labour delegates of making under-
gronnd approaches te the reoculelirant Moslems in
erder tp protract the Jeliers’ inpisloncey over ihe
mipority questipn. Jt remained for the Undey-
secretary for Todia, the Marguess of Lothian, who 'is
ordinariiy 4 Liberal in international affairs; to wtir
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ultimate resentment of the entire Indian dele-
gﬂ;:ion by recommending strongly in“the H_Iousg
of Lords represssive measures to crush * terrorism
in Bengal. Lord Lothian’s address was t{:e sigpal
for an ontburst of fury by Lord Brentford, in which
that famous Labor-baiter placed the blame for the
murder of a dozen Englishmen in India on the
shoulders of Mahatma Gandhi.

Coming a8 they did at a most eritical juncture in
the conference, these incendiary wutterances were
caleulated to give the negotiationa their death b]ow'.
Evon Mahatma (andhi’s critics, if fair, could noi
fail to recognise his infinite patience. In the face
of ouipourings by the yellow journals, some of
which declared that he wounld go down in histo_ry
chiefly a5 2 man who defied Londoen climgte with
a8 loin cloth, he has preserved hig dignity ‘:‘md
friendliness, He hag lived up #o his ideal of “no
hatred for any Englishman,” wistfully expressing
his desire to talk most of all face to face with his
enemies, Thongh sensible to the pressare of his
impationt Congress colleagues and to the need of
vigorous action to hold back a violent element in
rebel Indin, he has manifested an increasing restive-
nesd because of the multitudinous delays, Not
minimizing the seriousneas of the disagreements
bstween the Hindus and the minority elements, he
has shared with many observers the conviction
that it wag part of British strategy to withhold a
definite promiss of self-government until the brealk-
down of the discussions among the Indian groups
Bhould place uporn them the onus fer a possible
tailure of the conference,

It was the fival blow to Indian faith when Lord
Sankey, for the Federal Structure Committes,
brought in a majority report definitely denying to
India the right to control her own army and foreign
relations, though coneceding a substantial messure
of fiscal autonomy. To the Indiaus the army- hzs
always been a sore point, and with abundant. reason.
As long 88 the army is controlled by Britain, genuine
freedom seems to the natives inconceivable, The
cost to them has been terrific. British India stands
in the seventh place among the nations in military
outlay. Every year $205,000,000 goea to maintain
an army which is exceedingly unpopnlar and which
draing off more than 62 per cent. of the total central
expenditare. Not counting Great Britain itgelf, the
cost of defence in British India is more than double
that for all of the rest of the Empire together. If
it seems inconsistent on the part of the non-violent
Gandhi to press for an Indian army,, it must be
remembared that he puts no trust in the posasibility
of disarming India 8o loug as the military forces are
nnder the dominance of an outside government.
The portent of the Sankey draft convinced the

Indian delegates that the government meant to
withhold a centralized autonomy, and, instead,
grant nothing beyond the type of provincial self-
rule envisaged in the repudiated Simon report.
Steadfastly they have characterized sneh a com-
promise as intolerable,

A new campaign of civil disobedience may scon
be under way. It meana untold suffering to the
Indian masses, for the temper of the Tories ig clear
toall. For the British workers and husiness men
it apells incalculabe economio loss, But it {s the
one potent weapon available to India, and it will be
used, whatever it may cost, unti] the British peopla
undertake to tame their imperialistio firebrands,
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Indian Child Welfare Sociefy entre—

150, BROOK STREET, DURBAN

Open daily, Monday to Saturday, 8-30
a.m. to It am, Infants, young children,
nursing and expectant mothers, _

Lady doctors give free attendance.

Tuesday morning 8-30 o'clock, F riday
afternoon 3 o’clock,
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