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INSIDIOUS PROPAGANDA ABOUT INDIA

WE reprodnce below a lettar from Simla written
by M. D, 'in Youﬂg India, We refer to
Sh it in our Noteg:— - i

'Never befors has Gandhiji had to speak to the
Enghsh press correspondents with snch stern franlk-
nees a8 he-did on the day. of his arrival in Simla.
Criticism, however sovere, of him and his politics or

of the Oorigress: does not irritate him in the least

followers, whmh some of these oorreapondenta.
backed I dare say by some of the officials, have

- made it their business, I am putting this eo bloatly -

Néwdpap'm ‘stunite” and ‘scoops” often ammse him.
What doés “annoy him, bowever, ia the ingidions
propaganda that is at present going on dehberately .

calenlated to. misrepresent Qongressmen and things

and to blast the proapects of peace. One such item .

wag thb story that hié was coming to Simla to pressa

fow: more namea to'be’ added to the Congress dele-

gation and ask’ the Viceroy to. let the Congress be .
represented by them and not by himeelf alone, There

was nothing: derogatory to -Gaudhifi in the story
per s, but “the ietl:ing in ‘which it was presented
_ made it necesmry for Gandbiji to protest most
emphatmally against the way in which such stories
ware being wircnlated, “ I would eay” said he,

* that courtesy . demands that whenever any seuch

thing is attributed to a man, it should first be -

roferred to'the man himself. I can flourish on your
lying propagandn. bat it very much diminishes the
estimation in which I shounld like to hold joumahsm.

That- the story emsnated from one of my * immediate
entourags . means . not.hmg. It is enongh for me
that the story is wholly false. If it was myintention
to’make- any such ‘propoaal 1 shounld have declared
it from the houae-top. "I ‘would like the English

journalists here to do as some of them did in South _

Africa. ‘I can gratef\;lly recall some who verified
everythmg before they published anything about

the movement. ' It'would bs dl_fEerent i I did not _
i1 I

give them straight angwers.”

The friend was desply hurt and he eaid 8o,
am . glad,” eaid' Gandhiji, “that ‘you are hurt. I
have spoken frankly becanse I regard you asa friend
and T should be untrne to mywelf and you if I
coneealed - my -innermost feelings. I would like
you to copy the examplec of the late Mc Sauoders
on the Engliskman, -He was 8o acrupuous that he
would not publish even. his .leading article about

conditions in South Africa without Grst showing itto -

me;, He smd. since I want to write to help you, I

because I suspect that some of the officials are
regponsible for this viotlons propaganda. When an
Asgoociated Press eorrespondent comes and pesters
Gendhiji with questions : ‘ Have you come to Simla
for such and such a thing ' *Are the officials im-
plomentmg the Truoe,’ and 8o on, he simply turns
and says, “go to the Seoretariat™ “T do so solaly
in the interests of peaoe. solely in the intereats of
Government,” said he. * But look at the propaganda
against the Congress. The English papers insinuate
that the Sardar and Pandit Jawaharlal have been
disloyal to me, and that they have bsen pulled up
more than once by me. But I say that no two men
have more scrapulonsly carrled out my enggestions
without demur.” Pandit Jawaharlal has carried out
to the lotter some of the smggestions that perhaps
did not appeal to him. He is coming here, as yom
know. Butdo you think I would have to prime’
him as to what he should say and should not say ?
He would regent {t, he.would think I was interfering
with hisliberty, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s allegiance
to me has bocome a common joka Jawaharlal

* would claim mdapendenoe and ass-r: it. Vallabh-

do not. want to write anythmg that may injure

your canse.

Vilifi‘cation Of Congress

But hava those English journaliste who see

Gandhiji identified themselves with the cause? It
is-one thing to pay lip-homage to Gandhiji's efforts

for peace and another to blaokgunrd his nearest -

" bbai would not claim it, he helicven' in offacing

himsalf., Not that he has no views of his own, but
he belioves that when there is complete agreement
on the essontials, it is no uss questioning the details.
I may tell you that there never has been a clash
of prinoiple between me and either of the two. If
there had been one, we should have soparated long |
ago. And yet false statements appear in the English
Preaa.

 An ) Explanation

But the pity.of it is thdt the very friend to whom
Gandhiji spoke strongly ‘has in reportiog the: con-
versation made grave.mis-statements, - Here is one:

“Itis quite true that & fall: Congress dele-
gation has been disoussed, as alao that I sheuld
have advisers. I do pot min«d saying that Pandit

.. Madan Mohan Malaviyaand Dr. M. A. Ansari

were particalarly snggested, hat I do not want
them and their place is in India where they
will be neoded. For every export adviser, your
people could gst & dozen and I shall rely upon
presenting a simple case, simply using oy native
wit with God as my adviser.” :

I was present at the interview. The first part of
this mischievous statement was coufidential, and "
Gandhiji said as muach to the corresnondent, But I
must now say what it was, He said: “The idea
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of a fnll delegation was discussed at Karachi and I
may say In confidence that those who did not then

. favour the ides of & eole delegation were Pandit-

Malyriypi sud Dr, Ansari,  But even they perhapa
no longer doubt the wisdom of the Congrees
reeolution.” Then followed the sentence about
who would be wanted in India. It shomld bs in-
telligible to the meanest nnderstanding that Gandhifi
conld never say that he did not want Pandit Madan
Mohan. Melayigaji-and .Dy. Ansari. - There pames

with the resolution at Karaochi. And as for the rest

be mid to this offect: - “For one thing, if I had

many advisers I should get confused. For another,
I do not want to go to haggle there. ' I 'am to be
gent there to represent humble folk i_n}'d 1 should
place thelr demand in as simple and siraighta
manper ad possible, That is ‘why we do not want
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, WE have made it & point to publish now and
i

many expexta either.  For I kmow that if it wag &

trial of stremgth 'in experts between Indis and

England we ghould easily ba floored.-- So for a8 I

am oonoerned; God is my only adviser, and my -

plain mother wit would come to my aid. As for’
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn and Sardar Vallabhbhai -

there ia nid doubt that they’ would be neoded here-
Wo do not’ want an argumentative demonstration
there. It is merely a matter of the Britishers feeling |

what they should yleld and our feeling what we are .

strong.enough to demand and recaive, But ¢ven
for that Jawaharlal and Vallabhbhai's. .place ia here.
They would be sirengthening me muoh more by

remaining here than by ascompanying me there”

As for Pandit Malaviyafi and Dr, Ansari and Srimati
Naidu, he eald to another correspondent that * Dr.

Angari’s plice would be there 2q a Nationalist’
Muslim leader, Malaviysji should be there ss an

all-India figyre and Srimafl Naidu becsuse of her
internationgl reputation,” What then csn be- the

explanation: for mis-statements and impntation. of -

that
. with the

motives to-nationaliste. that' disfigure the Angle. -
Indian Presa 7 The possible explanation is that the -

wish {a ‘father to the thought. And sinoe they have

no time fof quiet assimilation and a8 interviewers
they go with the deliberate intention of getting

what they want, they do 'not even ‘listen to what is
said to them with undivided attention. The resul:
is very often a wholly. false impression,
possible on any othor ground :to account for the
terrible confusion that the statement qunoted above
betraya. It cannot be a wilfal distortion of facts,
In trying to compress a long conversation the inter-
viewer fails to remember the sequencs and the two
names taken in oné connection have been given in
a totally different connection. The remedy of
couree is the honourable ona followed by the late
My, Saupders who not oply sent to the interviewed
for revision the interviewa bis reporters took, byt in
exceptional cases like Gandhiji’s sent even his leading

articleg for revicion and addition. Such & procedare.-

resuits in eaving of time in the lomg rmm and ip-
variably. Eaving of unconseions mimepresentation,

It is fm=

then anthentic reports on vitally im

matters pertaining to India. We do-so in:
order that our readers in this conntry may Imow the
trath about India. The reports that one geeq

- appesring in the daily papers from their correspond-

ents at Caloutts, London and other placed, mostly
contain anything but the trath. They are mis-
guiding and give entirely 2 wrong impression to the °

. readers.: Indeed, such reports are sont out for $hat

were theotibried, i I have dlready mid, in connection + Yery purpose and our confemporaries like: the ;Naal

Mercury which has never a word of sympathy to

utter for India or tbe Indian people either in India_
or in Sovth Africa, and would readily pounos npod:-
anything tha is sald against them, malke use of Fuoh

reports in their leading columne in order. to belittle

India in the eyes of the publie, Well, thera is no

help for those who will simply refuse to learn tha,
truth and to whom truth is unpalatable.’ But 'we"
wonld ke to assist those who are desirous of kow-"
ing the truth about India and, with that view, we give -
publicity to reports, articles and: importans - dis- .
‘ongeions on the present atruggle for independence in

India. In this week’s issua we re;rot_luoe a lottar -
from Simla appearing in Young Indid written' by
‘M.D. The ‘writer, may it be known, is* Me.’
Mahadev Degai, Mahatma Gandhi’s secretary who
always fravels with Mahatma Gandhi-- and ijg.
poasessed with firet hand information on..all;im-.,
portant matters, The letter will give an idea to the .
readers of the insidious propaganda ' that s oh °
foot to hide the truth from the world, -~ ' ix i
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THE three Indlan applications fo general o

dealer’s..
certificates over which the applicants’ counsel had .
littla hot, argument in regard .to the wnnecessary
delay caused by the Spring’s Town Council in
coming to & deciston, the Connell having “postported
the malter for further consideration, had come ap-
for discussion at a ppecial meeting of the Town ™
Council on August 27, and it 'wam decided .o
refuge to consider the applications on .the ground .
the notices had not heen posted .in accordance ,
\ Ordinance, This wasnot » matter of vital '
importance for the purpose for which ‘the noties "
was to be posted wae served, in that, alb. those bori’
cemed in the town -were fully- aware that Indisme:
had applied for general dealer’s ocertificates fou: thavi:
premiseq in, question. Bat, the -Gouncil, reluotant..
as it is to-grant the applications, wanted to find some .
point whereby it counld eatisfy itself by cansing '
further delay and it hag succeded in doing so om '
very minor point of technleality, = = . i
g - e B T B S e
thMIfi.El. I@ahoinﬁ oftfrl:l)iveradnle. O.P., has reosived, : :
e following letter from th 0
bty e i o’ e
“ Sir,—X am directed to notify you thatin the - opinion of
my council you cany too large o stock for the size of your -

premises, and you ara therof .
atock or,enlug{ yaur :emimn.u Fequasted, to reduce your

Further, I am to point out ‘that yoirr présent methiod bf -
allowing vegetables to be stocked.an the Boor, botlf ih yous
shop and storercom is unhealthy, and I am to request you
to amange for proper shelving for these commiodities.

M—:oE.us mt:fully,  Sgd. } H. Sions, Town Clerk,™ ;-
; omed who conducts & emalk fruit and.-
vegetable store in Riversdale, a small town, in the
Gap.e Provinoe, y has been i .
busineas for the last eleven years and there has nover ;.
been any complaint regarding his premises. But
since two European stores doing the same buniness’
have been opened ke is being molested by: the Muouid-
pality and when it haa failed to find any other fault
wi_t.h him it {8 now trying to find fault with his pre-
mises with which there was nothing wrong hitherto.
We have, of course, no doabt Mr, B, Mahomed wilt
comply with the. reasonable wishes of the Towa
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Council in the interesis .of health and sanitation
hut that the Council -should have woke up -so late
i the day natarally gives Mr, Mahomed jtst cause
th oomplatn that there 18 domeéthing at the back of
. . i .

mumowmen.b: « "

VrioN slatistics for elvil jndgments for debs for
goods sold, exclndlng defended coses and -civil im-
risonment orders srising from these, for June 1931,
ghow that thers wers 3,035 Europeans’ olvil judg-
ments in the Union for & total amount of £55248,
Non-Europeans’ cases numbered 471, for total debts.

. EUROPHAN oivil ) _
1,828, for a total amount of debt of £22129, Non-
Huropeans' olvll imprisonrent cdses totailed 249 for
s total amount of £3,604. These fignres are based
op Capetown and Wynburg, Port Elizaheth, Hast
London, Kimberley, Maritzburg, Durban, Pretoiid,
Johastiesburg; other Reef towris and Blostnfontein

AR Dy

. By .proclamation in the Union Gazelte .dated
August 28, the Union_Parliament which was pro-
rogaed to Septottiber 11, has besh further prorogusd
to 18th Decattber, 1931,

" X ReuTER's meesage last wee brought the good
gews that the Goveenment 6f Indis had at the lust
moment granted the Congresa demand for an inguiry
Into the allegations that coercion was used in 11
villagea i the Bardolt disteiot {f Guisat to extoit
oXooes Yavenue, thus making it possible for Mahatma
Geadhi {0 mil for London last Saturday to attend
the Round Table Conference, _
. i o
"Tur following medtage weas st to Mahatria
@Gandbt, Mrs Barejini Naldn and Pandit Madan
Moban Malaviya on their departare for London by
the South African Indidn Congress :— o
© “Suuth Africant ¥ndiau comnrarity delighted
- your doparttre to attend Roand Table Con.
ference, May your mission be crowned with
__ success, May God bless you.” '

el e Yl M

] o arfioutiea
thst the Krishoe-Ashinmi will be celebiated on
Saturday September 5, at the Cross Street Tamil
Instituts, at 7 p.m. sharp, Mr. Thomss Hitge hag
¥indly . conseidted f{c Jellver on this covagion s
speech on The Life of Krishna. All are cordislly
invited to attend. . .

M.r K.:'Gandb-i Library And
Parsee Rustomjee Hall

o . Tenth - Annivérsary

The celebration of the Fensh Anniversary
of the M. K. Gandhi Library and Parsee
Rustomjee Hall, and . the. Tenth Ammual
General Meeting will take place on Tues-
day,: Sty Septembesd, at 30 pm., in the
Parser Rustomjee Hall, 140, Queen Streer,
Durban. . A dordial invitation is extended

twall- . C .
. B. M. PATEL,

Hon, Secretary, M. K. Gandhi Library
and Parsee Rustomjee Hall Committee,

i

impribontment onsea totalied.

HOUSING

E art glad to note that : thy
Durban Town Coumcil has ac
last decided to do something in
earnest with the £%0,000 it has.regceived
from the Governmient inh the interests of
Indians, £ 25:000 out of the total amount
are¢ to be utilised in granting loans té
individual Indians for housiig purposes in
the peri-Durban atea.  Every applicant for
such a loan, it is stated, will have to satisfy
the Corporation that he is not the ownet of
any other dwelling suitable for his ccoups-
ton;, and that he intends o occupy pers
sonally the dwelling for whichh the loan Iy
sought. Mere rendvation or tepalr doed
not constitute construction withitt the mean.:
ing of the Act. No loan may exceed £Booj:
and plans of houses must be approved by
the borough engineer and the Housing
Board. e g
This . step on the part of the Town
Ceuncil has been received with great satis-
faction by a large numbet of Indians who
will no longer have to live in hovels,, .. But:
while the Indian community is satisfied with'
the scherfie there are two parties thdt are:
not only dissatisfied but are alarmed. The-
Natal Mersury is alarmed because the
original scheme for an Indian village ad
Mayville has beea scrapped 2nd the prin:
ciple of subdividing the land: and selling.
it to Indians hns beeh substituted. . Tha
Durbati cotnmittee of -the Séuth Africuts
Trades and- Labour Council i anneyed
because it expected the 50000 :to
be spent in alleviating unemployment among
Europeans. The Committee claime  thas
the main object of the Government in’
granting the money was to provide work foe
unemployed building trade artisans, Fatts, -
however, would prove it to be Otheswise.
That Colonel Creswell should bave e
ferred to the 450,000 in dealing with the
question of unemployment was, if we might-
suggest, merely to evade the issue, for the
grant had nothing whatever to do with that
question. Themain object of the grant was to
provide Indians with housing accommora-
tior. We are happy to feel that Me. A. O.
Jones (the Fown Clerk) has explained that,
«“in view of what was flow beitig Sflent ort
the relief of European unemploymunt, the
475,000 was surely a sum which could gor
towards the alleviation of Indian and native
unemployment which was probably as
serious as that of the white section of the
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commtinity.” Nor are Indians to eat away
that money. Itis to be repaid ultimately by
them and, as the Town Clerk has rightly said,
they.would be perfectly justified in “asking
that their money should be spent in relieving
unemployment. in. their own ranks. - This
explanatien should be Jucid enough for the
Durban Committee: of the South African
Trades and Labour Council to:withdraw its

opposition -against:. the .« Town | Council's: .

scheme. . As to the Nata! Mercury's alarm,
we are afraid; nothing' would satisfy.»it. Its
swollen ideas about * white 'supremacy ” and:
about ‘{keeping .the Native and..the Indian.
in, his place’, are.inborn and. will.live . as,
long as:it lives. . Nature- will_ have ' to ! take.
its.own,course. to.bring our- contemporary:.
and thosei whose ideas it represents -to. their
senses, .+ - - T
- Now about the rémaining '£25,000, - The-
Indian' community: had asked for ‘and the
executive of the Central Housing Board
had:récommended the eréction of houses ‘in
 certain «dands within ' the: borough ! which
could either be sold or let to Indians. -~ The
Council ‘could :do™thiis;” the ‘executive - said,’
“if it was really’desirous ' of ‘doing its. duty
towards:the Indian 'population.” The bor.-
ough engineer- has, however; as on' previous'
occasions, on' the ‘present : one ' too,' turned
down all the sites irequested -by."the ‘Indian
community and approved of after: inspection’
by ithe executive of;theCentral. - Housing -
Board, on the ground that they -aré- unsuit
able’ for. building purposes 'or that if they”

1L T a g

are suitable they. are -required’ for other’

purposes/” - “There is-'no suitable ground
for housing' purposes on the Easteri Vlei,
as practically the whole of this area‘is swamp’
land at a level of twoifeet abové high ‘tide,”
says the-borough engineer.: - The executive.
‘of the Central ‘Housing Board, whose’ chair--

man was'-Sir Edwatd Thoraton; inspected’”

this place and:'suggested that' ‘there was'
land suitable in this' ‘area for building 'pui-
poses.' :Sir Edward Thornton was a medical®
mah dnd ought to be an “authority ofi what

land is'suitable and what not for fesidential ,

Town 'C'qunc,il‘ig. or 15 not desirous of doing l_
its duty ;gwalrc_ls the Indian popplatiép. If,
it is,.. we . would . humbly . request . that-
some land within the borough should. be-
made suitable, if ‘it is “ugs suitable,
Ingiiap housing as it'is being made’ suitable’
for. other sections of 'fhéi" community, ©

LT I _-'."' o T 1 .- N LRI R .
purposes, - ‘But the question is whether the

--for

MAHATMA GANDHI

AHATMA GANDHI is 4t las oy,
M - his way to. London:  The clouds
were gathering so threateningly
but a fortnight ago in India that one could
not guess the magnitude’ of ‘the storm thay
would have burst gut of them and'the havoc
it would have played: The clouds over the
Indian sky have, however, ' dispersed - and
the sun has once more shone in its brilliancy
to the happiness of millions df'‘people. We
are . thankful to  Providenceé that better
counsel prevailed upon the:.Government of
India eveh at the eléventh hour and ‘that it
was prompted ( whether by pressure from the
British f>overnment or by its own initiative,
we'are not- concerined) to concede to the
very just.and reasonable  request’ of ‘the
Indian National Congress ‘to hold .an " jm-
partial inquiry into cases where flagrant
breach of the terms of ,the, Delhi pact had
come to light: * Had the Congress not been
able to' participaté”in ,‘the, “Round Table
Conference evea on -this second. occasion,
the” work “of the Conference ‘would have:
amounted to nil like the _f_l_hsf"'COnféréhcé.
and, the.great, pains taken by Lord Irwia, to
bring'about a truce. would have all been: in.
vain, We are not prepated {6 suggest that
the participation,of the Congress will bring’
all that India wants. from' the Conference.
It would perhaps be ‘tod much to"expect
that. A great deal of sacrifice will yet be
required of India for her to ‘attain her goal
of complete independence:- If she’ attains
it without that sacrifice it will be a miracle.
the - world has .never yet “seen.. It will
bethe" greatest triumph * of - non-violence; °
But that is yet too far. [ndia is" not yet'
completely out™ of the ~endircling gloom.
Shewwill have to undergo’ 4 great, deal imoye
discipline and a great many more sacrifices
to ‘be”" cOmpletely  ‘out 'of "it ‘befose - she
beholds the light. So long as there are
still some aniong our ranks Who are murder-
mad our progress towards that light is
bound  t6"be slow. -+ -+ e, L s
Mahatma Gandhi's presence -in London

will, however, do one good. Tt will*afford
an opportunity to -the : British -people'to
know the truth about India and the strength
and detenmination_o_f India to fight for -her:
freedom which-- has. hitherto been hidden:

by propagandists, whose mission it '‘has

“been to ‘keep the world unenlightened of

the-true ‘facts.i Even ifthe work - of ithe

e



' ‘;S‘é;f)tember 4th, 1931

INDIAN OPINION

293

Round Table Conference ends in a_failure,
Mahatma Gandhi’s mission-will be a gain for
‘India which will stand her in good ‘stead in
her hour -of trial.: Where truth is God is,
and truth is with. Mahatma Gandhi, there-
fore; God'is with-him. 'Good wishés of
the people. to. one.wha has the blessings
of God' aré’ of lile importange and yet

‘Mahatma Gandhi carries with him the good"

wishes of, all. those Who stard. for trut,
love and justice. -.: - o o -

.
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" Housing For Indians " ",

.Councll Pljppbs;e;é 'Tq Giv'g a'Per.sonél .Loa‘rll-s

- "Advantage igté be taken almost immediately of
£95.000 of thig £50,000 offered to the Durban Town
“Qouncil by the Government for Indian housing. At
a meeting of a special committee it'was decided to
recommend to council that individaal loans shonld
“po.granted to Indiana for housing purposes in the
-peri-Durban areh, and applications for loans will be
called for within the next fow days. =~ L
" Every applicant will bave to satiefy the Corpora-
tion thas he is not the owner of any. other dwelling
gnitable for his occupation, ‘and that “he “intends to
‘qécnpy personally the dwelling for which the loan
‘is sought. ' Mere renovation or repair doeg not con-
“stitute construction withio the meaning of the Act.
"o loan may exceed £800, and plads of houses
“must be approved by the borongh ‘engineer and the

‘Housing Board. C e C
" ‘The remaining £25,000 was also discussed, and it
vria decided to do nothing until a report ie received
" from munieipal officials on the outting up and sale
of land at Cato Manor. -
Tull consideration was given tothe posaibility of
using any of the followiug sites for Indian housing :
Near -Alice Street’ ‘power station; near Sastri
(Jollege at Cross-Street Schaol; on the ‘Eestern Vlei;
betweon Athlone Drive and'Umgeni Ronl, and off
Umbilo Road in the vicinity of Horsley Road.
. The borough engineer submitted an unfavourable
roport on all these sites, and the committe agreed
that they were unsaitable. = .. .« .
. Dealipg with these gites ( which -have frequently
.been put forward by Indians as snitable for housing )
Mr, R W. Walson gayss—-. - . 1. C
“ Practically the whole: of the Alice Streot area
must be reclaimed before being built on, and I
underetand from the electrical department that it
will be some-considerable time before the- existing
oooling towera can be removed. The area is most
unsuitable for a housing scheme owing to soil
.qonditions and will, in any- case, be required t‘_or
. public purposes in the vot distant_futnre. The, site
" cannot.be recommended for Tudian housing. .- .
., “The Sastri Coliege site has been marked for
.municipal purposes and will probably be rquured
%or snch in the near fotnra. It should be pointed
out that the only .central area now available for
stores and garage extensions and other like purposes
is that -now suggested for -Indian housing. The
_total area of the two sites sitaated in thia neighbatir-
“hood s approximately 7.5 acres’ and & portion 18
slreaily oconpied by the general stores department.

i b it b 22
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T am unable to recommend that this area be wutilised
for Indian housing, v

Swamp Land

“There i no vitable ground for housing . pur-
poses on the Eastern Vlei, as practically the whole
of this area is swamp land at a level of two feet
above high tide. The small triangular area opposite
the Greyville running sheda will be required for the
rehovsing of Indian employees. TV
. Tl_:eareabet.wean Athlone Drive and. Umgeni
Road is also low Iying and should be reclalmed  be-
fore the question of brildiug on it is serionsly oon-
sidered. Thieis the area at present under- consl-
deration by the Railway Administration for:-work.
‘ahop purposes. 1f the - railway do.not eventuslly
require it then it should be set aside for industrial

- purposes, for whioh it is eminently enitable and- for
wl‘:‘ich it has been zoned, coe Vo

. “The whole of the srea below  Umbilo -Rodd,
-opposite Horsley Road, has already ' besn allooated
for hoapital purposes and the-hoasing of- Earopeana.”

When the exeontive of the central housing 'board
carried out an nepection and investigation of the
.houging and sanitary conditions of Indisns inand
around Durban the Indian community wes afforded
foll opportunity of expreasing its views. S

1t was represented by the council that the awvail.
able land in the borongh was very small, and.that
apart from low-lying ground, which it was contended
wag nnsnitable for residentinl sites, there “was no
land in Durben to-day which counld be utifised for
hounsing the poorer class of Indian. It was also
gtated that the corporatinn had boughit land- ontside
'the borough area at Wentworth, Bpringfield' and
‘Cato Manor suitable for the housing of: natives and
Indians, "~ L R
T Indian Representationg™ " '* "

A T

" Ou.the other hand, it wes stated- by the- Tudian

represontatives that the connoil undertook to: pro-
mide land for Indians within the borongh; thabiott
of 14 municinal land . sales, 'all the land -was:leat.
mnrked for Earopeans and none for Indiaos,” which
was held 40 be a breach of the mndertakiong; parti-
‘cnlarly as some of the land ocould, they -contended,
be regarded as sitnated in: Indianised -quarters .of
the town. It was also alleged that-Oato Manor wus
outside:the: Durban borough and -that the couneil
wonld accordingly not be able to exercise any rights
over it as a local authority. - Apart from the opposi-
tion to the scheme on the score: of segregation, they
argued, the village would likely be neglected 'in'the

-matter of roads and other essential services, which

wonld tend to the creation of slam conditions:
. The execative, however, ingpected various pisces
of land and was of the opinion that some: ofi-them
could suitably be utilised for honeing, “If these
were put up for sale aq residential sites without the
restrictive condition,” ‘they -said, **“it* would not
allaviate to any great extent the overcrowding prob-
lem, bat it would tend to rémove.the:sense of in-
justice caused by previous land galea.”
" The execative considered that.the higher portion
‘of the castern vlel near the Umgeni River would be
snitable for bailding purposes and that it the
council was really desirous of doing ite duty towards
the Indian population it might fairly ,copgider the
question of ereoting houses there which woald be
gither sold or let to Indians. « - .. . ¢ it
" Finally, the exvcative decided to recommentd. that
of the £30,000, £25,000 should be made avallable to
the Duorban Town Council for Indian housing on
_the :eastern vlei, and that the balance -should be
placed at the disposal of the Durban coanci} and'ot

v N
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‘the health boards in the areas immediately adjoining
Durban for loan purpoges to selected Indians who
own small plote of ground in freahold and desire o
erect amall cottages on them for personal occnpation.

The Borough Epgineerand the commiltes, how-
ever, have turned down the eastern vlei and all
other sreas proposed within the borough; and if the
other £25,000 18 o be used, it seoms that it will go

‘towards the constrtiotion of municipal houses at
Cats Manos,

Sttong Protest By Trades Council

..- Sirohg exception is taken by the Durban com-
mittee of the Sonth African Trades and Laboar

Counoll 1o the recommendation of the honsing eom- ~

mitiee- of the Dorban Town Couneil on Indisn
houlinc. . .
- .- Ab » mesting of the Trades and Labonr Oounnoil
'lont week, & resoiution wes passed strongly protest-
-ing' against the recommendation, which, it was
claimed, would defeat one of the main nbjects of the
‘Ministes it granting the money, namely, to provide
~work for nuemployed building E'ade artibans. “It
‘is nlso/’ the resolution atates, “a menace to thie
‘maintaining of the standard of wages laid down in
-the national agreement for the building industry.”
+  Mr Frank E. Cheek, the seoretary, told s tepre-
pentative-of the Nalal Adveriiser that unemployed
Eunropeans were obviously not to gain anything
from the £50,000, Unless the Town Connell was
prepsared to make proviaion for the employment of
. -Evropeaps, bis association wonld have to protest
mosk strongly to the Ministor.

coal ban ) TOWﬂ Cleik’s ExplanatiOh

.. Mr.A,0Q, Jones ( the-Town Olerk ), interviewed on
the snbjeat, said that the £50,000 had been offered
'to the (orporation two years ago when the un-
employment position had not been as acute, and ite
main object was to pravide Indiana with housing
sccommodation. In view, however, of what was
now- baing speat..on the relief of Enropean 'un-
employment, he felt that this £25,000 was surely a
mm . which could go towards the alleviation of
Indian and native unemployment which was pro-
hahly aa aerious as that of the white gection of the
eommunity: It wus after all fo be spent on Indian
botisoa snd to be repaid uitimately by Indians, snd
they would be perfectly justified in asking that
-their money shounld be.spent in relieving unemploy-
ment in their own ranks, The Entopesn trades
-wirk all well protected, hut the same comld not be
taid of Indiana and natives, who were largaly in-
?;oﬁ&?mmdmuqmﬂr not infrequently aver-
. Emropesh labout was being veed on the first 100
houees to.he built at Clairwaod for natives, and yet
-strid\ly spealking the cogt of those houses wonld be
found from netive ravenua.

Indians’ Thrif¢ At School
' . Clatrwoed Boys Win Trophy

Wyiiile dolug all in its power to enesursge econom
th all walke of lite, the Natlonal 'Phunmtiog
ya partieular bttontion to the youth of the conniry
gh thé meditta of the sehool Savings Clubs,
ipite tha prevalling adverss eoonotmic condi.

Hobs, thest gfferts have mel vith ereditable gitcdens, .

and it is to be hoped that the habit of reguiss Baving

!m_'.iuiq_toé I the early yedrs will mainiain itself in

the Hved of the youths of ta-day when they attuin
their full responsibilities aé ciizens, o

t ' Griy eredit o to the waft members of the

e S R s N

various schools for the interest they take ip thig
-movement. There is no doubt, if the benefity Wore
thoroughly appreciated, no echool in Nata] of any
-race or cojour would be without its saving clul;, .-

In the Indian schools of Natal there are no foyq,

'than 21 school savings clubs, and to stimiulate ey,
_deavonr in these alubs there 18 an anunal compey.
tion for a floating trophy presented in 1926 by. Mr.
B: -B: Mahatho. ' This competition if keenly oqp.
tested hy the warious olube, and the duccesgfn]
school, for the third year in succession, is Clairwooq
Government Aided Indian Boys' School with 1,38)
marks eays the Nalal Mercury. The nuxt .nipe
schools in order of merit are : Port Shepstone Gov.
ernment Indian School, 765 marks;' Oaté Manor
Government Aided Indian School, 755; V.8.8, Goy-
ernment Aided Indian School, Umgeni, €44; Sea
View Government Aided Indian Sohoal, 608; Stelly
Hill Government Aided Indian School, 557; Mere.
bank Indian 8chocl, 513; Malvern Government
Aided Indian School, 502; Isipingo @overnment
Aided Indian School, 440; Carlisle Street Govern-
ment Indian School, Darban, 344,

The following schaols obtsined thé imaximum
number of points in reepect of the factors indicated -
. For_ highest membership: Olairwood Govern-
ment Indian Boys’ School, 644 members, -

Far higheat parcentage of pupila who are memhers
of the club: Clairwood Government Indiax Bays'
School : 100 per cent. . '

For the highest average purchase per clnb member:
Sea view Government Aided Indian Schoal; 1.36
certificates, ) ) _ :

The largest number of Union Loan Cartificates
was purchased by the ood Governmerit Indian
Boy#’ School : 514 certificaten, o

The presentation of the cnp to the Olairwood

Government Indian Boye' 8chool taok piace at 11
.. oo Friday Sept. 4, when Sir Kurma Reddi
banded over the trophy ta the winners, The
gathering waa representative of workers in the
thrift movement, including mémbers of the Natal
Committee, representative of the Edacation Depart-
ment, and of the Department of Posts and Tele-
sraphs%. Parents and friends of the children were
present, - .

Congress And India’s
Comqunal Problem .
“No Better Solut_iot_l C_ould Be 6e§ised”'

The Mussalman of Calouttn Wiiteg ;- "

We beg to draw the serious attetition -of :our
Cottntrymen and so-religionists to the soheme for
the solution of the communal problém as formulated
by the Working Committes of the Congress. If
there ghould be a settlement of the differences
between the Hindus, the Muslims and the Sikhs—
and there is absolutely no differande of opinion, we
balieve, that there shonld be such & getilement——then
it will be foond on a dloge examination -of the
schems that no better one oan bs  devissd, Of
eourse, minot altéintions snd addttions hers Mnd
there may be siecamary but the soheme as a wholb is

- one that, if aceapted by all partien and comthanitios

:}::?med, wiil solve the -oammungl l‘!rob_l'am.f It

“(a) Th Amclﬁtl!.arantee o

fhe fuadamenil rghis shaaly ‘ot possasien
wigl

it
M 44

to the commnnities concarned_ of rtion of
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#ghts -of -minotity - communities in the various
provinces shall be the concern and be within the
p;;dicﬁioqottho?edualﬂomm&"
&+ Thee are snfiicient -for the protection
of the rights and the pevsonal laws of the minorities
,.snd we do not think.\bad any belter mfeguards can
," be provided for them in a seif-governing India.
-The Working Committeo is committed to adult
franchise and cannot entertain any alterstion in the
frapchise. The Committes, howevar, wishea to
make it clear that in any event the {ranchise shall
be uniform and #o extensive aa to refiect in electoral
roll the -proportion in' populstion of every com-
munity. - No section of the Mumalmans wan{ any-
thing othor than this. . .

- Electorites

As for elestorate the scheme says: -
*(3) (s) quntgm

:

3

:
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tion ean be made for the solution of the problem of
electorate and representation of different communi-
ties that may be aoceptable and fair to all the com-
munities converned: Any other sors of electorate
anhd represeniation is sure to reduce the ‘Muslim
pajoﬁty in Bengal to § minority in the Council.

* . In The Service

Ly
LI TE R

publie service of the country.”

©:  }# thia in mot fale to all then whet ia? Wo do not
think that there can-bs sny reasonabla objection to
this formula i any quarter.- ‘ -

..- (Phe other proposals or anggestions are as followa :
- Sind Separation

%5} In'the formation of the Federal and Pro-
vincial Cabinets, the interests of the minority com-
wmunities shonld be reoognined on the convention.
“(6). The North-West Frontier Pravince and
Balnchistan aball have the ssme form of Govern-
ment and administration a8 the other provinced.
“(7) Sind shall be oconétituted into a separate
provided the peopla of Bind ave prepared
10 bear the financial burden of & eeparate provines

“(8) The futore Constitation of the conntry
shall bo Federal, the reaiduary powews shall vest
in the federating units, unlesa on. forther exmmina-
tion it in found 1o be agaings the best interests of

. e 2

8o far as separation of Bind i ooncerned it is, of
oourss, conditional, but we think that the condition
is not unfair. While the provinces are all going 10
be antonomous it will not, we think, be. abk all
ressqnable if any provinoa—in this. case, Sind—is to
depsend on anbvention from the Central Govérument
ﬁurgmﬁotﬂwnmwforih adminis-
tration. . von oo .

Moreover, the residuary  powera will veat in the
faderating units unless on farther examination ik is
fonnd to be sgainst the bes} interests of India. There
iz ahsolutely nothing nareasanable in ¥his condition.

No Better: Terms: Possible

‘We da not think that better terms chn be obtained
for the solution of the communal question than
what are embodied in the Oongress Working Com-
mittee's scheme; apd: we believe that' it will be
acceptable to all adetions of the Mummlmens sxoept
those who would play into the hands of the British
imperialiste who do not at all ke that ‘there shonld
be any settlement of the communel differences and
who wonld bave sway aver. India. by following the
polioy of divide-and rule to the dotriment -of the
interests-of the Tudian people-ss a wholasud to the
Benefit of the few-who wanld be content with living
the lives of glorified slaves in their own motherland.

1f the schems be not aceeptabile -to any parly or
any ssction of the people; they are at liberty to/ pro-
duee another that may be acteptable to all, and the
Congress Working Committes, 8o it has alrendy eaid,
wonid readily scoept ft. ' Bo far thers: has been too
much destractive ctitisism in- conngotion with pro-
pomls for communal getttement. The Oongress
Working Committee has ‘placed befdre the coantry
4 constractive proposal—s proposl which, in our
opinion, ix ont the whole falr to' gll—and wo there-
forg hope that all reasonable-minded péopls will
dew their way o soeeptihg'it, with- modifications
here and thers, £ necessary. srs et

Tan bate -

.‘l . P - .
Financisl Obligation Between
Britaln And India- -

- Bahidur}l Cammittee’s. Report .
(Br M. K. GANDHI Ts “Youso Inpra”)
= ( Continwed from last ek ) .

. The aunthora have slso carefolly examinéd the so-
called productive debt of India and the following
summary of their ohservations will be both Instruc-
tive and interesting : o ) -

“(a) Thabof the five or six Iteme of productive
charaoter only kwo, via Rallways and Irrigation
work can, stricily speaking, he olaszad as suchy

“(b)y That the Produotivity of the Railwaya
and their contribation to the soonomie development
of Indin is wholly differemt from that of the Ll
gation Works; b o

the Indian people; though in
accounting apd rigovone .
wonld be at least c!oublod: ) ' _

“(d) That the debson acconnt of the Trrigation

‘Works and other Oolameurcial Depuruments insy ]
T e L it as ti e

w8 8B d
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admitted as.coverad by suficient eardiog assets trans-

ferred augbmatiddlytoithe frew+ Government of

India; Hymbwdo Tyfe Leet :
“(s) Jruif tho “Pproduclive” -character of the
debRfiehifront. e Proviseiil Govermhents;: Loca

Self-governing bodies or Indian States is extremely
doubtful, the only sapport for the maintenar_we of
this burden bging found in the Taxable capacity of
the people within the respective jariadiotion;

“(f) ‘Thatevenif full lisbility is assumed in
raegard. to these an exception must be made in res-
pect of the Bombay Development Debt, (fifteen
crores ), which was incarred in the teeth of the pro-
tests of the people concerned, and agminet wh_lch
therefore very little of valnable asente of a productive
or earning character are available.”

Thir examinstion’of Unproduotive Debts includes
exterpa} wars suck as the. Abyssinian War, Perak
Expedition, War ‘gifte’, ete, Comparing In@m’ﬂ
confribintiob to the contribution by the Dominions
they observe : . Co .

.- “ Indip’s coniribution, as compared with

1.

L PR

that

‘of the other Dowinions of Britain, and her -

‘geios'in the remult of War, show a very dis-
..propertionate kalance, While on the outbreak

“ of the War the other Dominions only offered to

. vthell'own froatiers, or protect the Overseszs
Commerce within their regions, India alone, in
addition to protecting her own territory, made
Jarge contribnlions to the Empire’s fighting
forces in the European War. The defence of

. the loca}l frontier meant 8 considerable obliga-

. tion only o the case of South Africa where
{here were German interests which * might con-
pivabig involve that territory in danger, But
fﬁ:a contribution of Aunstralia in Gallipoli and in
* pdlicing the seay does not at all compare favour-
- ably, with that of India. India received no
partioular advantage as & result of the success

"in the great strupgle. " The Dominions shared

along with. Great Britain, -in the Reparations,
such as they are, that have been received from
Germiny bo far; but even this share, compara-
- tively apeaking, does not advantage India at all
,proportionately to per contributions and suffer-
g% Indid’les hgrdly any say in the muta-
tions of these Roparation payments.”

Part II of the firat volume is hraded “India
under the East India Company’s Rule” But I
must resist the temptation to guote from this sarvey.
1 bavé giver; 1 hobe, enongh to whet the appestite of
the reader. ... ] have seen some adverse comments on
the report. No uninformed criticism however hos-
tile:tah diminith thé ‘value of a document which
forlifies overy statement with facts and figures, If
these critics méun business and are sincere in their
oritioidii/ et thein offer constractive critieism, and
let them sepport it with. facts and figures. - A dis-
anssion of this character cannot fail to be helpfal.
I have no doultt that the anthors do not elaim in.
fallibility. for their. conclusions. If therefore any
flaw is shown to them, they will be the firet to
acknowlsdgs'their evrorsand so far as the ‘members
of the Working Committee and those members of
the general public who wonld eare to study this
anthoritative report are concerned, they wounld be
able to put sach enlightened criticism side by side
-withi‘the réport-nnd formalate their judgnient,

Lefitngeay in couvclusion that when the Congress at
Gays and then at Lahore passed a resolation about
finaroisl obligatibns i ‘was. seriously meant. The
Apppintment of the Committea and .its report were

the pgipral ebrollary, Tho Coneress will seriously
B Y 5t ol ol STV . WL NALE
n- T --:-i'— ————— s . ":;‘_,, . ‘a‘_“
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follow the matter to the end: If, lhé. Congreng en .
help, India willnot take a.leap in the. dark. §he
canuot afford to,be generous at the, expente of the

«dumb millions who aiter all have to . make thy

y ~ Jargest contribution towards the payment. of . any'

liabilities that may be nndertaken.

Veat ey

.....

American Tribute To Mah_ét_iiiﬁ
o Gandhi - . ...

“The following poom referring to Mahatma Gandhj
has béen sent to us by an esteemed éorrespondent
from the Christian Century, a leading ' American “reli-
gious magazine :— B Lo e

While other men prononnce His.name, .1 1.
And call Him *Christ.the King,” .. , ...,

You share with Him the blame,and shame,,;. .
And feel the whip-lash sting !

While other men on altars lift, ,.;..., .. . .

.+ . The Blessed Sacrament, . tr o ag -

. You give your life, a priceless gift, . .. . L

For human. betterment. . . .. . o

" While other men in pious phrage © - ' !

Proclalm His endless reign;- -+~ * ' .

With weary amile you hear their praise— ¢ -

Then take your ¢ross a’gai!::.";"!""" AR

While others with an unctuong show.. -, ... )t

Of fasting, keep their Lent, Tt

. On India’s road with Christ.you go-,;. vl

A man whom God has sent! - .. . :, .. e

. -« DWIGHT 'BR‘AI')LEE e
= .. .. )
‘Sporting News -
.... A correspondent from Pietersburg states s ; SO
The marriage of Ismail Goolam, Rasool, eldest :s0n
of Mr, and Mrs. Munshi Goolam Rasool of -Pieters.
burg, Transvaal, to Hawa Bibi, sacond daughter * of
the late Mr. Shaik Farced and Mra, Fareed . of Clair-
wood, Natal, took place-on Sunday the 9th..August
at Clairwood, the Niksh ceremony being: at.. Mra,

Shaik Fareed’s residence, . ... . .,.' ;1. -
On the return of the bride and. ‘bridegroom and
Mr. and Mrs: M..G. Rasool to. Pletersbarg, the

‘Valima Festival was held at the latter’s residence, -
20 Joubert Street, Pietersburg 'on’ Sunday - the 16th
Anml’. - . ' S o gy e AT St
On Wednesday, the 26th August; the Star Sporting
Clab of Pietersburg entertained Mr. Mnnghi .Goolam
Rasocl and his gon, Mr. Ismail. Goolam:Rasool, - and
addresgen eulogising the -pelfleas -servioea:. renderad
by Mr. Goolam Rasool in varions 'mespeots - xvere
given by the Qhairman of the Club Mr. M., Aswat,
the Seoretary Mr. Cachulia, Messrs, M. H. Mahomed,
Ami Bava, A, Tilly and Mahomed Gani; to whick
Mr. Munshi Goolam Raseol suitably. replied,” 1 .
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