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E EMPIRE

HE Natal Adverliser editorially writes aa follows
under the above heading in its issue of the
9th January ;=

The approaching session of Parliament ia already
big with fate concerning the welfare nf the Indian
in this country; and it looks perilonsly as if the
fight to be waged over the Aslatic Tenure (Amend-
ment) Bill will plonge us all back amid the evil
humonurs that preceded the Capetown Agreement of
little more than three years ago,

This is greatly to be regretted, Tt ia, unhappily,
only too apparent that, tbough the proposed legisla-
tion only concerns the Indian in the Transvaal,
both Eueropean and Iudian sentiment in Natal is
propared to vent itself with the old-time fory that
marked the wrangles over the Class Areas Bill of
five years ago. Rarely a day passes that does unot

reveal some vicious outburst of ill-suppressed feeling.

on the part sither of the intolerant Earopean or the
equally irrational Aslatie; and the temper that would

patiently thrash out the problems aeeparating the

two races sometimes grows a little: disheartened at
the ease and promptitnde with which the old-time
kates burst through the veneer of saperficial agree-
ment. The proposed Tranavaal legislation will leava
the Natal Indian untonched. In a double sense he
bas nothing immediately to fear from it, for he is

prohibited from settling in the adjacent province'

and making its disabilities his own. Bnt nothing
can prevent the Natal Indian from making the
quarrel of his Transvaal compatriots his own. He
is doing s0 now. He did so very vocally at the re-
cent Capetown Conference; and it would be idle of

the South African Government to supposs that be-
cause the proposed Amendment Bill concerns the

Transvaal only, the fizht can be localised among the
Tranavaal Asiatics. For good or ill every Indian in
South Africa is going to make this jesne his own,
and make it, too, so far as possible, an affair that
may seriously perturb the relationship of India and
this conntry.

No Moral Consent

Weo are not going to review the historic circum-
stances which, in the first place, enabled Indians in
the Transvaal to secure the foothold they have in
variouns urban areas, or tell anew how it was that
Btate acquiescence in a, sneccession of irregularities
brought the present conditiona to pass. Thers is no
doubt that, in some of the lesser Transvaal town-
ships, the Asiatic now has a hold that it might have
been to the good of all concerned he never enjoyed.
But again this i due in great measnre to State
approval, tacit if not explicit. The State condoned
for very many years the conditions it now proposes
to reverse, and it will be very hard put to find any,
moral consent to the course it proposes to pursue.

‘What is that course? It consists, in-broad prin-
ciple, of applying to the Tmnsvaal Indian the
principles of segregation and ‘‘class areas” which
proved so repugnant in the measare that wasabandon-
ed five years ago for the better way of the Capatown
Agreement. It proposes the application of restrictive
conditions to the Transevaal Indian which will

steadily force him into “defined” areas which are
not, and cannot, be other than either nurseries for
ghetto life or locationa that will reproduce in time:
the evil conditions of the ghetto.

An Evil Principle

‘We are well aware that many Earopean traders in *
Transvaal towns fear the encroachment of the
Asiatic, and that often that fear is well-grounded.
No one would be so foolish as to say there is no.
deep-seated cause for diequiet in the mindy of those
who are goading the Union Government on in this
foolish and short-sighted course, Buat we do say
that statesmanship should not be so hasty in pro-
chiming its exhanstion as it shows itself in proposing
80 ovil and nojust & remedy for all that might be
approached in a far different spirit. Segregation
digs desper than merely to the level of u man's,
material foundatiops, It distarbs the very fanda-
mentals of his race being, and it lets loose passiona
which ultimately set all prudence and reason at
defiance. The proposed Bill does more than merely
menace the economic life of the Tranavasl Indian.
Il puls on him the lsgislalive slamp of perpelual race
sgrominy. It singlss him oul as a kind of “unieuchabls.”
1t applies lo him the mark qf the beast, and as a. sori q[
leper ke i3 sel apar! from any furiher contar.:t with the
world he has hitherlo known.

- Now, ag we have aid, we do not deny the appre-
hensions of the European trader in the matter of
Asiatic competition, though this competition is
neither 80 menacing nor 50 inecreasing as some folk
would make out. But we do protest most vehe-
mently against the Government's- studied violation
of all the dictates of prudence in the steps it pro-
poses for remedying this ill. The principle of
segregation may check the economic menace of the
Indian. But it is gomg to set the heath on fire in
other directions, and is golng to nndo far more good
than it can ever hops to do.

" Three - Wrongs

First of all it constitntes a general flonting of the
Capetown Agreement, which is equal to saying that
it destroys at a blow the mutnal good faith that that
Agreement is supposed to symhbolise. The Agree-
ment is due for sarvey and revision in another year
or two, 18 il loo much to ask that al least so conlentious
a measure as the propossd ons should be deferred uniil
tha mask of friendiiness 38 droppsd as belwesn Nalionalism
and the Asiatic, and the dasue iz fought oul in an atmos-
phere of honest hate?  In asking for this we ars thinking
maore of our European preslige than of the well-being of
ths Indian. 'The white people of South Africa as a
whole are, by implication, signatories to the Cape-
town Agreement. Let us keep faith over that unlil,
if it has to be denonnced, the proper moment strikea
to. demounce it. .

Bat it does mofe than outrage the Capetown
Agreemnent: "It gives India cause once more to

- o —

‘ ( Conlinusd on paqe 32 ) .
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THE WAY TO FREEDOM |
IFE expresses.. itself in “ ac_l:'i?l-l"-
Human beings engage: in activities
which may be “rightful” or “wrong-
ful”; or mixed; wise or unwise, -"Iawfgl or un-
Jawful”. Disciples of Truth, seekers of the
Real, endeavour to learn what is wisdom in
action and ‘torperform only such actions’ as
are in harmony with The Law. Actions so
performed are “Sacrifice”, :li_terally h?lg-( or
saéred' doing’ .of right action. . Things
(“thinks”) done,: that are prompted by self-

interest, the exclusive interests, of the per-

sonality “1”, ate réactions to the promptings
"of, desires, lusts, ambitions, hates and the
like;iand: aresthe causzs:'of bondage. Who
would be free; at oné with Reality, and in
Harmony . with. “the Law that makss for
Righttousness” must: lears to resist the
seddctions that make for boridage; to disobey
their. .insistent; appeal.. He who would
achieve:liberation from-bondage must fight
tobreak the chaimé,a]reédy forged. and,:“file
his firm mind” to repel the iréactionary forces
that” erideavour t8. perpetuate his. enslave-

ment.1 The so-called Passive Resister is the -

Satyagrahi, he who refuses: to'be party to
un-Truth, to un-Reality. in' any l"shape or
form, who refuses to bow ‘the kiee to the

falsé gods, the creatutes of ambition, pride,

egotism, greed of possessions _and the rest,

worshipped: by the materliastic +civilisation’

of this Kali Yuga., 'Enslavement 'is buf
enforcéd limitation of freedom;, it \.may be
complete, it' may . :be partial. "!It-implies a
dental of ! the’ fight" to ‘full ‘;self-‘exf)‘ression‘.
Every unit of life aspires to ‘complete self:
expression; ' td cachieve : :which - it 'has to
develop its latent powers. and then to
exercise them in & stern battle to overcome
environing. opposition... The struggle may
beditfreult, mayrbe ‘painful, but it is the
only way to'growth. .Mankind is to-day
groaningunder enslavement by Mammon
and ricial and national egoisms. These
impose their yoke by means of the machinery
of brute force. Self-aggrandisement through
the suppression of. others, self-enrichment
at the expense of others; millions: of human
lives .iri the ‘form 'of -cannon fodder offered
upyon the altars of these twin idols, such js.
the:spectacle with which- mankind is. to-day
confronted, The Satyagrahi is the regener-
ator. -, He challenges the supremacy,- the
real power as against the awakened soul, of
these false gods; refuses to bow the knee to

them. ‘He claims that his soul-force is
more than a match for brute force, the
Spiritual in action incomparably more power-
ful than the material. To the demand that
he accept the bondage assigned to him
under -penalty. of suffering or. death, he
answers with Lowell in words that a soul-
sick werld may well ponder: 110,
. * Eoddrance -is the Crowning' Qihlity, and
Patience &ll tho Passion of Great Hearts, thess
are thair stay; . - 7 - C e
~ And when the:leaden world seis. its dall face
against thoir fatefnl Trutha Cam
" “and Brute Strength, like a's:vrafal chnqueror
olings its huge Miace into the othiér scile
“The inspired Soul but flings ita
.. Patience in; and slowly that
“Weighs down-tho ponderous globs, !
“Oae Faith against's whole world's wnbelief
i“One Soul atmindt the fl=sh of all mankind.™ -
", Mahatm1 Gandhi, could the ' putblind,
world buti realise it, is offering mankind a
gift! ‘more ‘precious than all ‘its prized:
material - wealth: {he Key. to. spiritual
emancipation that alone is real Freedom. -

L — T
THE “NATAL MERCURY” ATTACK
TFSHE Editor of the Natal-Mercury has

' charged me, in a'leading" article,
1. .with ‘Guile’ and has entitled. .me.
‘an habitual special vpleader. ‘I am ‘also
called ‘the wily'Mr!"Andrews’ 4nd 3 “piops-
gandist.. Such words. as .these contain no
argument, and I have refrained from offering’
any reply in the Natal Mercury itself, Dut
the Editor’s own justification of his position
réveals such an extraordiniry misconéeption.
of the Bill and .of iis. effect onithe Indian
community in the Transvaal that it will be
necessary ‘to deal with it briefly in the
present article and refer to it again in a
future.issues 1 “The Bill", he states, “as the
wily Mr. Andrews should be aware, actually
mitigates the effect of the measures. on the
Statute Book; it in no way increases their
prohibitions.” ‘

T Lo

It -seems -almost - impossible that - the
Editor of the Nata! Mercury could have
read through the whole Draft. of the new
Bill; for 'if he -had done so carefully, he
could nevér have made such a statément,
_...The Bill, which he supposes.to be a.relief
measure, places - fresh restrictions on . the
Transvaal Indians and assumes the hagshest
ir_:terpretation possible 1 of - previous legiﬁla-
tion. - To take one instance, some of the
land in the Transvaal, which was proclaimed

!
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under the Gold Law as mmmg land, is now
either already deproclaimed, because the
mines have béen worked out, or else will be
deproclaimed in the near future. In pro-
portion as the Reef gets worked out the
amount of deproclaimed land will increase.
Yet under this new Bill, all the di-abilities
imposed upon Indians on proclainied land
will remain, even when the land is depro-
claimed. . That is to say, even when all
mining is finished, the Indians are to suffer
the, same disabilities which they suffered
from on mining land, Thus the qusstion of
mining land passes .entirely.-out of sight,
and Indians are penalised even on land
where mines no longer exist.

-How unjust this is, may be seen from a
State _Pa.per, .which was .issued by the
Secretary'of State, in London; dealing with
the.actual conditions on which the. original
Gold Law of 1908 was signed. This State
Paper was published in order to show the
tzrms on which, and,on which alone, the
Crown.of- England allowed the Gold Law of
1998 to be passed. [

-Mr. .. Jacob De Villiers, who was then
Actornéy;General for the .Transvaal, re-
quested ‘Lord Crewe to obtain the consent
of the Crown to the Bill on the express
understanding that the Bill only affected
mining rights. His words were as follows
(Report on Act No. 35 .of 1908):—

' “The poaition of coloured persons under the
Act calls for some explanation, eapecially as
-the dpecial disabilities and restrictions put upon
these persons by the Aot have necessitated its
reservation for the special consideration of His
Najesty. In overy previous mineral law of the
Transvaal the right to’ ‘acquire mining tiile or
privileges incidental thereto has specially been
withheld from persons who do not belong
entirely to Enropean races and certainly public
séntiment in this Colony woull not tolerate a
departare from the practice of withholding such
aright from coloured persons, , The Act, there-
fore, throughout epecifically provides for the

- issue of prospecting permits, prospectiug and
diggers licences, stand licences, and other privi-
leges to white persons only; bul ne right or
privilege which a coloured person has at the present
tims.is laken mway by thie Acl”

Lord Crewe replies:

I am glad to note ithe .assnrance of ' the
Attorney Gendral that no right or privilege
which a coloured person hus at present is taken
dway by the no'w Geld Law, but T do not n:der-
stand ite effect on the position of coloured

persons, including Asiaties, of Sections 130 and
131. The new law may deprive those coloured:
persons who have not actually . aequired. mtnd,
rigats on gold fislds of power to acquire rights.
which were not open to them before.  I: should-
be glad if yon would explain whethor and how -
far this is reelly so0.” :

- Lord Methuen, Deputy Gov..rnor of the

Transvaal, answers as follows :

“Uader Article 133 of Low 15 of 1898
coloured persons were prevented from directiy
holding cortain rights, - What the dxact extent
of this Jisability was.has been a matter of ‘qhhﬁ,—f
tion. The Government has always maiotained
that the giving of subleases of slands and mining
stands to colourod persons was illegal but the
matter bas never bsen tested in the courts,
Suction 130 clears up tho position and -in view!
of the G>vernment carries out' the apirit of
Article 133 of the Gold Law. But the saving,
clause in Section 131, subsection 3-was added
to protect those who might have acquu-ed a right”
of the kind specified above in cdse: tHe view of
tke Govirnment were not upheld by the Courts.”

Lord Crewe replies: * :1- - 7.
“His Majesty will not be advmed to axarc:se
his power of disallowance with respect to Ach
35 of 1908, I note with satisfaction. tho:new
provision in Sectibn 131 .(3): safeguarding any
rights’ which coloured 'petsons mbay at !he'
present lime have of occupying land on th
mining areas and also. the assurance .of tha
Attornoy General that. no right that & eolonred;
person has at the present tims ib taken away by
this Act. I further rote that the powers veste;l,
in the Mining Commisaioner ,enable him,do;
exempt coloured persons, : including - Asiatios
who are of superior class, from being obhged to
live in bazwars, ,locations or campoundn.. I
understaud that the fsr-reaching effect of Becs:
tion 131 mpon presont ' Asiatiz -resillents “‘had’
been practically obviated by the safeguarding
amendment in sub-seciion 3.” T
No one can read this. cortespondence
without coming to the conclusion, that .the
purpose of th? Gold Law was to prohibit, to
Indians, mining rights, Yet the way that
the Gold Law has been intcrpreted since
has made it more and more difficult for
Indians to exercise those occupancy and
trading rights which they. undoubtedly exer-
cised before the Gold Law was signed by
the Crown in 1908. o '
Other disabilities will be pomtcd out in a
future article, but the simple statement that
I have made here appears to me to have no
guile at all about it and to be entlrely free
from any special pleading. .
0. F. ANDREWS,
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nee the bad faith of a Brilish‘Govornment,
gggo:lag:s a further powerful weapon 1o the. bands
of the irreconcilables who to-day are making the
Viceroy's ‘ask the most difficult in the world, They
are matters of this kind whlch_nowadays menaco
the powder magazines of man_kmd; and we sare
guilty of no exaggeration in saying that the Asiatic
Land Tennre (Amendment) Bill to-day is a8 good as
an army corps to the implacable extremists of the

great Dependency.

Finally it embarrasses—it is bound to embarrass—-

the British Government in Downing Street. We
know of course that our impatient fellow S_out.h
Africans are very touchy nowadays when it is
pnggested that Empire considerations ahould_some-
times come hefore their own. Nevertheless if our
talk about the Motberland is not mere lip service we
in Natal at least should be prepared ou oceasions to
ask ourselves how our actions in this comutry are
Tikely to react on oor own kingmen at the Heart of
the Machine, Britain to-day has an almost ingolnble
task to perform in India. Are we going to make it
wholly ingoluble by providing the recalcitrants with
one morse occasion for distrust and ill-will towards
the English-speaking folk who are twying to solve
India's problems for her?

What We Owe Britain

There is one last point we want to sabmit to those
readers who are just enough to consider calmly the
unpopular eide of this present controversy. Has it
not cccurred to them that, in the last year or two,
the Nationalist Government has gone out of its way
to-cultivate and water those problems in which
PBritish sentiment is most likely to eclash with
Nationalist feeling in this country? Already, in
respect of his utterances on native gnestions, General
Hertzog has adroitly sought to show that Britain’s
way with the black man is not the popalar South
African way; and it would not be difficult to snbmit
a prima facio cage demonstrating that the Premier is
deliberately allowing “points of irritation” to widen
thie gnlf between the Home Government and the
Soath African one., If his Government can do this
also in the matter of the Indians in the Union; if he
can incense them till they raise dumb and helpless
eyes to Britain and find no help there; he will be a
step nearer-—a big step nearer—to a complete detach-
ment from and indopendence of the British tradition
of fairness and goodwill towards.her subject peoples.
To-day every unwarranted Union blow that falls on
the phoulders of Indian or Native in Sonth Africa
has its repercussion in the nerve centre of the
Empire. Britain suffers for every wrong that, in
our thoughtlessness overseas, we do to the subject
peoples left in onr care, To this extent at least is it
true that the chastisement of our peace i8 npon her,
and with her stripes we are healed,

* RELEASE OF MR. V. J. PATEL

Rpus'it;g‘ Welcome In Bombay

A large crowd in Bombay gave a rousing welcome

to Mr. V. J, Patel, the former Speaker of the Honse

of Amembly, bat now a follower of Muahatma

Gandhi, on his release from prison. He wag im-
prisoned for participation in the civil disobedience
movement, and has been released on acconnt of
1-health.

Gauile

In a leading article in its issue of Jan. § the
Natal Mereury writes under the above heading :—

There have betn indications during recent weeks
that one of the minor excitements of the coming
Sesgion i8 to ba provided by the Transvaal Asiatic
Tenure Amendment Bill. Mr. . F. Andrews, who
is acting as chief propagandist on behalf of the
Indian interests affected, is leading the campaign
against it and has recently circulated a lengthy
statement in which he claim3 that this measure seeks
to imposo fresh indigoities upon the Indians of the
Transvaal Province and to inflici upon them the
harshest inlerpretations of the Gold Law. As a
piece of special pleading by an habitual special
pleader Mr. Andrews's effort may be regarded as °
excellent, but he adroitly ignores s0 many in-
conveniont facts that his statement gives a completely
distorted idea of the sitmation. This Bill, though
jntroduced as an ordinary Government measure,
comes before the House with a speoial smprimatur,
for it wae drated and zpproved by & Select Com-
mittee, which decided on the proposals embodied
in the Bill after 3 very long inquiry, and on only
two oconsions daring the Select Committee’s de-
liberations were there divisions and neither of these
was entirely on Party lines. The Bill -is, thersfore,
not one for which the Minister in charge is primarily
responsible. Hbe, in fact, asked that in view of the

confusion which had osrisen in the Transvaal in

connection with Asiatic holdings and licences a
Select Committee should investigate the situwation
and it is their Bill, not his, which is now creating
so much proteat. .

What are the facts? Bricfly, they are that it
appears to have been nobody’s business to enforce °
the law of the Transvaal which imposes certain .
restrictions upon the occupation and ownership of -
Jand by Coloured persons, which term inclndes
Asiatics. Those restrictions are rather complicated,
but they apply chiefly to proclaimed mining land
and to Government and private townships uunder .-
covenants probibiting occopstion by Coloured
persons. The restrictions appear to have been
consistently ignored by Indian traders, and the extent- -
of the evasion may be gathered from the statement
that of the trading liconees now held by Indians on
the Rand from 60 to 75 per cent. are held in respect of |
premises which they ara prohibited from occupying.
When the Manicipality of Johannesburg took ths
matter up aad refasnd licences to men whom they
knew were illegally occupying the premises in
which they traded the Saprame Court of the Trans-
vaal held that this illegal occupation waa none of
the Muuicipality’s business, and that if the city'a
regnlationa hnd been complied with they must issue
the licences demanded. And so the matter stands.

Admittedly, there has been remarkable laxity
upon the part of some administrative authority,
for while itappears that the Indians have consistently
ignored the Act of 1319, which was passed to give

- legisiative effect to the Smuats-Gaundhi agreement,
_ the Government has made not the glightest effort

to enforce it. This Aect, while retaining the re-
gtrictive provisions of the law, gave protection to
Indiana trading on prohibited areas who had
established themselves before May, 1919, and the
Select Commitiee which dealt with that Bill recom-
mended that a list of persons so protected should
be drawn up. Tbat list was never prepared. The
same ‘Act prohibited the ownership of landed
property by a company the controlling interest in
which was in the hands of a native of Asia. But
that provigion—also the ontcome of a voluntary
settlement—appeara to have been treated as so much
waste paper, for the Town Clerk of the small town
of Vergoniging wad able to produce to the Select
Committee last vear an imposing list of properties
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owned by companies the eontrol of which obviously
lay in the hands of Indiana.

Mr. Andrews, of course, desirea to consolidate
the gains the Indians have made in the years which
have elapsed since the Act was passed and is de-
nouncing the “iniquity” of what he describes as
the segregation proposals contained in the Bill.
‘But these proposals are made to mitigate the force
of the present law, under which very many traders
counld be at once compelled to remove from the
premises they are at present occnpying. While the
Bill providea that all Municipalities and town:hipa
phall set aside an area approved of by the Minister
which will be available for trading and occupaition
by Asiatica the Select Committee also reco.nmends
that the owners of illegal businessea shuall be given
five years to dispose of them; that a list of these
concerns be eompiled by voluntary registration and
that those whoee owners do not register shall be
.olosed down. Thua the Bill—as the wily Mr.
Andrews. shonld be aware—aciually mitigates the
effect of measaores on the Siatote book: it in no
way increases their prohibilions. The Indiansaffected
were fully aware of the provisons of the 1919 Aect;
the agreement which led to it was negotiated by
one in whom they have always had the fullest
_.confidence. Bat the authoritiva entirely forgot to
see that modified prohibitions contained in the Act
‘were enforced, and when it wae realised that an
infraction of the law involved no penalty a large
number of Indians proceeded to break it. Doubt-
less it will be claimed that this proposed legisla ion
run counter to the spirit if not the actnal letter of
the Capetown agreement of three yeara ago. Bat it
really does nothing of the sort. Thereis nothing in
that agreement which remotely suggests that the
law, a8 then and now existing in the Trausvaal,
would be modified, nor does it in any way indicate
-that breaches of the law would be condoned. Dr.
Malan went a good why & year or 0 back to condoue
“jllegal eniries into the Transvaal; bis experience
then is not likely to encourage him to proc.ed mach
farther in offering to condone other offences. The
only claim that Mr. Andrews cat reagonably make ia
that in view of the laxity on the part of theauthorities
the offending traders should be given a reasonable

time 10 re-establich themselves in areas where their -

aclivities are permitted. This the Select Committee
has recommended sball be done, thongh, since it is
a matter for sdministrative rather than legislative
action, no mention is made of it in the Bill. Mr,
Andrews has beon exceedingly ipgenious in his
endeavour to put the Government, or rather the
Select Clommittee, in the wrong, but he forgets, or
conveniently ignores, the fact that if his very adroit
friends had cbeyed the law which was passed to
give effect to the agreement between their owa
leader, Mr. Gandhi, and General Smuts they
would not be in tronble now.

Students Hostel At Sydeaham

o — i —

This Hostel affords an opportunity to up-country
stadents who intend studying at one or other of the
Darban Colleges or schools.

The Hostel is within 3 minatea walk of the
Sydenham school, This achool teaches np to Standard
ViL and also has a Teachers Course.

We believe this institation sapplies a long felt

" want. It is sitnate at Sydenham which is an ex-
coedingly healthy localily and is within easy reach
by tram or bus of the Sanlri College and other
schools.

Adequate arrangements have been made for board
and lodging. A responsible and highly respected
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man and his wife have been placed in charge. The
fees ara moderate. )

Details can be obtained from Rev. W, H. Satchell,
13 Bawaey. Grove, Darbaun.

Meeting Of Cape Town Hindus

Addresses By Sir Kurma Reddi And
Rev. C. F. Andrews

A soccessfol meeting was held at Mowbray on Sunday
afternoon called by the Cape Town Khatriya Mochi
Mandal. Mr. Ballabhai Bhikha presided, and Mr. B,
F. Chawada acted as secretary, The Apent of the
Goverument of 1ndis, Sir Kurma Reddi, and hia secretary
Mr. Evelyn Baring, were present, aed the Rev, C. F.
Anlrews also attended, Tho hell was crowded aod a
large number of Indisn women were present,

Sir Korma congratulated those present on their enter-
prise in building the hall with their own money. He
spoke to them of the great meed of maintaining their
religious life in this country and in that way keeping
up a high moral standard of living, Mr. Baring spoke
in Hindi and urged those who were present to remain
united and to support in every way possible those who
were in authority among the Indians in this country.
Both speeches were received with prolonged applanse, .

The Rev. C., F. Andrews referred to his first visit in
1913, when be bad been the guest of the Hindn Asso-
ciation in Cape Town nt their annoal meeting. After
his speech a collection was made and the sum of £50
was snbacribed. .

Dr. Patel Mastere, Mr, Maunchurjee, Mr. Medh, and
Mr. P, K. Desai also spoke, and the meeting concluded
with a cordial vote of thanks to the Agent, Co

'

British Ideals In South Africa

At the weekly luncheon of the Sons of England Society
in the Metropolitan Hall recently, Mr. J. W. Mushet,
President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce,

“discossed the British ideal in rolation to the native

problew of Sonth Africa. o ]

He said that the British ideal of liberty, justice, and
equal opportanity for all wai a fandamental principle’ of
Eaglish character and the birthright of every Engligh-
man. He wasa good Sonth African and ready to make
any sacrifice to attain the goal of ¢omplete brotherhoad
with the Afrikaans-speaking section.

The one great “‘rock of offence” between English and
Dutch was their differont attitnde towards the native
population, and mo trne Briton could be expected to
gacrifize hit principles in that respeat.

Tha attitade of the Voortrekkera bad been that of the
Jaraclites and all aocient natious, namely, the wish to
“‘dispossess the infidels.” The Voortrekkers had fought.
The British people, on the other hand, had come a8
missionaries to proclaim New Testament ideals, a8
opposed to Old Testament prinoiples of the Dutch.

Whites “Mostly Loafers” ‘

As intances of this, he guoted Queen Victoria and
President, Krnger, the former with her proclamation, “no
differences ns to creed or colonr,” and the latter with hia
assertion that he would permit “no equality in Charch
or State between black and white.” To the old barghers
the natives were mere “skepsela,” scarcely men st all.

Politically, he said, the Dutch people had made no
advance -in this respect daring the past cemtury.
Religiously, however, the change had been very great,
as was shown by the fact that the Datch Reformed
Church was, for it size, the greatest missionary oharch
in the world. He had no desire to pumper the native,
but justice must be maintained.
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het next discussed the importance of mative
Iahlt’)I:;.Mz?rhe white peoaple of Sonth Afriea,” be Qechre-l
emphatically, *are mostly loafers,” - South Africa wa3
dependent for Her wealth on the gold mines, which ‘were
worked “entirely by the natives.” A "
He gave an acconat of bis recent tour through the
‘Frde State, and Transvaal, and told ‘how he h:z.d
ootne I réalise'the enormotis” part the nativé played 'in
farm life, eqpiecinily in t_'.l&e Free State.
L:yi (X9 P B ¢ 1 ‘-

Enthus—'i‘ésti_c':? End To Indian
:‘?;Rounc!l “Table Conference

i d o

[T

) . . [ [ .

London, Jan. 19.—The Indian Round Table
Conferance ended, a8 it had opened, in an atmosphere
‘of ‘gubducd enthusissm. Queen Anne’s Drawing
“Room in St. James's Palace was  packed for tho
historic meeting, when Mr. Ramsay Macdonald
_,delivered,.hiq long awaited sperch, Jour_-r_mhats for
fhe first time were admitted to the drawing room
‘and also.tq the adjoining ealoon, where microphones
“were fitted. 'Tallries, were installed in the drawing
_room to record the final proceedings.

Mr. Rameay, 'Macdonsld’s epeech, reviewing th)
work of 10 weeks, was cordially cheered when he
renowed ihe promiscs of copferment of Nominion
Status on India and gave assarances ;that India was
_destined o achiove full self-government.
~+The Maharajah of Paiiala, Sir Mohammad Shafi,
‘and Mr. §rinivasa Sastri spoke thanking Mr. Mac-
donald and his colleagnes, and also the Conservatives

-pnd Liberals, for their help, guidance and encourage-
jment, to which Mz, Maedonald replied thanking
them and saying ,that much work hﬂ.f] ofill to be
done. He hoped that all would be spared to eee it
substantially advanced. ,

I T King's Message

Mr. Macdonald read a messazo from the King
replying to the Conference's loyal message and
.wishing'the delsgates. good-bye,

' ‘,'Q{‘r.'_,l\n[agionald gopcladed his speech by adjoura-
ing the Conference 8ine dis. The delegates gave
three hearty cheers for the King Emperor, the

Prime Minigter, Lord Sankey and Colonel Wedg-
wood 'Bt_a;’m {Socretary of State for India).

. ('he Conference.at this morning’s eession unarni-

;mously pgased a vesolution expressing the opinion
that the reports of the Sub-committees afforded

_material of the highest volue for uws3 in framing a
Lonstitation for India, embodying as they did
_substantial agrecment on & main ground plan. The
Co iferénce alao expressed tha opinion that arrange-

. Joents shounld be made.to parsus witheut interrnp-
tion the work on which the 'Confurence had been
1ongaged, including &-provision in the Consiitation
,of & g‘qu(qﬁe_ safequards for *Mnssulmans, .ihe de-
(pregped classes,” Bikhs and all 'other importaat

minorg iep, ‘ ‘

When \to-day's gession began, the Maharajah of
Patiala resumed the' general discussion. He em-
:phams.ed Vth;\t_th.e‘ Privices conld only federate with
;2 British India which was sol¢-governing.
v Mg, Sublbirayat wrged 'that women wust be
‘given foll opportanity to contribute their service if
|I_nilur was ‘to take her rightfal place among the
Lm_ql.lern__'rnaﬁ_ons. - Cor '
. . Conservative Standpoint

‘Lord Peel esid! that the outstanding fact of th

; _ 8

V_Oonferenoe bad been the great cbange of opinion
vti]f?t ha:ﬁ-=btought tl'xe-opnoepti?n of Federal India 'to

L R B B N o

Ao '

- f

2 state of reality. He said that the fofaore attitnde-
of the Clonservalives would depend upon completa
equality of treatment being granted to' British
traders and British trade, in which tonneelidn he
wis sarprised o gek that reservations werée made in
gome quarterd on Jav.16. =~ - v e
* Lord Reading saill the Liberals suppdrted the -
policy of conferring responsibiliiy at the Centrs,
provided safoguards were adequate; 'aftér listenink
b the debates, they saw ho feason to 'change their
attitade! - x S e s
1 L.6rl Reading hoped that thé Indidn delegated on
their retarn to Inlia wonld be able to convince
their 'eompdtriots;  Tndia <wounld then walk in' the
Hvaya of éonstitutional progress aund development.
-Great Britain wounld not be detrrred from performing
the duty of diseharging her obligationa by threats of
‘violence. * She could and woéuld be' won, “aa shb
thaped ‘to win Iadis,' by sympathy, goodwill and
‘eo-operation. " o LR
" Sir Tej Babadur Sapru appeiled to the Primb
Minister to take hig conrage in both hands and ro-
‘eage political prisoners. .*'f.st & riew ara''be -estab-
1iehed,” he said, “snd ‘the straggle of the 'last fow
months' will'll s forgotten.” '~ A
* In reaponsa to the appeal for an amnésty made by
Sir T+j Babadar Sapru, who more than anyone elae
‘can‘ call the proposed Constitation his work, the
Premier held out thé'hope of the rélehse of Gandhi
‘and other political prisoners; if they accept the offéf,
conditional on'goo'l brlaviour, made to them by the
‘Vf‘eerby. R ‘ Yoo b
: A Friendly England -

Sir Tej Saprn boagan his speech. by stressing the
unanimity of feeling of the Indian delegates that
they were , leaving .behind ‘a friendly Ebngland,
whose greatest statesmen came to talk on terms of
equality, and in.a epirit of “‘give and take,”..and not
fto dictate to India. Three central ,ideas emerge
from the Conference, he said ; | . v

First, the materialigation of the idea of an
All-India Federation, largely owing to the
pairiotic attitude of the Indian Princes, S

Second, the idea. of rcspongibility :at the
contre, R S PP

- Third, that India must in fotore be prepared

to defend herselt. . . ..

He was prepared for many doubts in India abont
the schemn, said Sir Tej Saprn, but there had not
been a .single coustitntional establishment jin any
-Dominion, whether Ireland, ,Aus'ralia or Sonth
Africa, which had not been tzken exception to by a
‘certain nnmber of people: : . o

The spesker referred to'the recent remarkablo
change in the attitads of the Conservative Purty. s
voiead by Lord Peel: He paid tribute to the wisdom
and - atatesmanship of the Lord:..Chanceller (Lord
Sinkey), who was largely responsible for'.tha
success of the Foderal Strucimres Committee. Ho
appetled to his comntrymen in India to make a
facther contiibation to ‘¢he improvement 'of Lard
Saakey’s schéme, of which oné of the c¢hief merits
was that it did not bolt the door against further
suggestions, S i ¢

Mr. Ramgay Maclonald then mado his historic
declaration, speaking for-exactly an hour. When he
sat down he was londly cheered. I

Mr. Ramsay Macdonald’s Speech='
“Mr. Rameay' Macdonald, in winding ujp the Indian
Round Table  Conferencs, began flﬁd ll)liﬂt(e)ri:: an-
noancement of the British Government’s policy
with 4 handsome tribate to the Simon Commission.
Expressing regret at the absenco of 'Congress
[ L.
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representatives, Mr. Macdonald said that he was™
one of thnge who believed that he who stirred
enmity between peoplos wag not going to advanca
liberty in the world, i LT —

The Gavernment was not pro-Hinda or pro-
anything, the Premier said, and he felt pround that
the gap between the Hindwns and miinorities had
been mnch narrowed. He enlogised the Princes
for their magnificent pact in making a Constitution
based on federation possible. h

Mr. Macdonald proceedsed to review the labours
of the various sub-commitiees, which the Govern-
ment proposed immediately to stady very carefully,
in order to face the problems they. presented, ...

Referring to the pléa’ put forivard by 'Sir Tej
Bahadar Sapru regarding an amnesty, with which
he wasin sympathy, Mr. Macdonald said that if Sir
Tej Sapru’s appéal to India was responded to and
civil gquiet was proclaimed, it waes zertain that tho
Government would' ¢rrtainly not be-backward. in
respoading to the plea 'whic};? 80 'many’ of his
colleagues had endovsed.” * '~ 7"

The Premier endorsed Linrd Peel's remark that
the British Constitational machinery could not be
vegarded as- the only succissfal’ plaat,” Types and
methods in various parts of the .world" wonld b
further stndied. - - - et ;

Some of the conditions attached to the working
of the Constitution had heen practically agreed to
by the Conference,-but he pointed ont that im-
portant conditione: were outstanding, incleding-the
problems of the communities and #atioas details of
gafernarding. This worl' must not he left to tho
bureanciacy of either couatry.

1 Mr. Macdonald hoped that the British Parliament-
tary parties would continme to co-operate in the
furtherance of the negotiations and explorations,
- He appealed for the continuation of a frank and

candid expresssion of opinion. o rhAs
. [FY IR e

With rogar.1 to the nextstep, the Premier proposed
‘{0 confer with the Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, im-
mediately, and to agree to a plan fer the continuance
of megotiations and the maintenance of pprsonal
Jcontacts. - NN

: Then Mr. Macdonald read the Qovernment’s de-
iclaration. Tn the view of the- British Government,:he
~snid, responsibility for the government of India shorll
1ba placed npon the Lagislative — Central and Provincial—
with snch provisions as might be 'pecessary to guarnniee,
during the period of transition, the observance of certain
joblizationsiand to meet other special circnmstances, and
lalso with“snch guarantees as were required by the
tminoritics fd'Pmteob their political liberties 'and righta
iIn such. “Satatory rafeguards for meeting the needs
tof the!.trauxitional period it would be the primary
? coneern of. 6 Majesty's Government to see ‘that the
reserved Pd,tveré'-‘,so framed were exercited so as mot to
prejndice the'sdvanoe of Indin throngh the new Con-
3sr.ituniomto‘full{resbodﬁibility for their own government.
r;(.&ppluus'é‘.)f‘ T

Lbe o}
y 1. - Fe pra[ Structure

His Majesty’s ‘Joverament, while wmaking this de-

" claration, was aware that some conditions essential to

. the working of snch & Constitution as was contempluted :
- had“notubeen’ finally settled, but it believed that, as a
iresnlt of the work dome at the Confercnce, -they bud

“arrived ata point which enconraged the hope thak

¢ 'Lt was it the ¥i g
" mafntain fiscal confidéade.

L] : - 4

The Government had taken nole of the fuck thab the
Conference’s deliberations had procceded on the basis—
accepted by all parties—that the Cehtral Government
should be a Federation of All-India, embracing botlz
the Indian States aud British India in a bi-cameral
I - !ature' S .o L e .

The precise form of the structore of the new Federal
Government must be determined after further disoussion
with the Princes and the representatives of* British -Iudis.
The range-of subjects-to be.-edmmitted to-it would -dla
Jequoire further discussion, Becanse the Federaf - Goverh-
ent would have ambhority only in such - matters bon-
cerning the State a3 wonld be teded by thiir rulers, 'in the
ngréement made by theid on entering into'the Federdtion.
" The conndgtlon of ‘the States with' ¢he “Federatidn
Wonld refah gnbjéct to" the' basic 'principle’ that,” Tn
regard to all matters not ¢aded by them to the Fedéthtion,
their relations would be with. the Crowa, ‘acting throngh
‘the agency of the Viceroy. e
"' WWith a -Tiegiélathre constitated on ‘a Federal bisis,
his ¥Majesty’s Government would be prepared to recoznisa
‘the principle of the responsibility of the' Exechtive to the
Tegistature, Undet existitg conlitious, the ' subjects “of
‘defence’ hud exterrial affatie ‘would 'be Yeserved Yo tha
Governot-General tind abrengdediedts would be rmda to
place in bis hands' the ‘powers' Hecessary® for “the ad-
‘ministration’ ‘of - thase ’ sibjecta.™ Moreovér, “asthe
GovernorlGentral madt, as & last! rédorty-be nblé*in an
emargency to/fuaintain the tranquility of the' State antl
mast siinilarly’ be vesponsible for thé bservance -of -tha
Constitritional righis~ bf: the'hnlinoritied, (e must “bb
granted the necessary power for those pirpoies,: +* '—
.. .. | Financial Respopsibility
Ag regards financs, the tranafer of financial respon.
sibility must necessarily be subject to sush eonditions as
wonld ensate The fulfilméat "df the obligations’ Tncarfed
under the aut8prity of the Secretary df State angl. tHe
maintrnance uni;ukaited! bf ithe fidincidl batabilityt and
credit of India,  "f#usx p rmm o o !
" iphe re‘ﬁﬁ‘;hﬂhdf,t.he_ Bederal Stractures Gommittee in-
dithted sorie tways of dsalitg with>thiz-sabject; including
a r #ferve Mank gervice of lo#tin rgnd an exchaogs policy,
whith, #n $hel widw of this GMfajeaty st Gobenthent,” Wonld
hive to ba"provided fdasthehow in the dew Codsittation.
al int‘ere's'q‘of ujt ies" in- Radid to

sl dins ap b

T oegeen,

-_—ar

e s ! ‘ RS L. N " L T T .
,,.%gbl,e,cb_ to.these provisions, the Yodian Gobérnient
wouid have fall financial responsibility’ for the msthods
of raising revenue aud the control of expenditare on nod
reserved services. This wonld mean, undie eriglink
conditions, that the Central legislatnce aund Executi
wonld have some featnres of doatis:, which woill Im¥
to be fitted into the Constitational atracture. Ll

Provision 'for reserved powers was necessary in 'the
circamitauces, and tom1 such reservation had indeed
heen incidental to the development of most free Con-
stitotions, Bub every care must be taken to prevedt
cond tions arising whioh wonld necssitate their mse. It
was, for instance, nndesirable that Minidters shonld tra#t
1o thie special:powers of the Govetnor-Genersl asd meaad
of~avoiding responsibilities wlich properly were their
own, thug defeating the development 'of responsible -
Gwernﬁnent,bﬁnglni into’ uge: powers wieant to lie in
weserve and in the background ~Rpukr. ©-., ¥

INDIAY OEINION" SQUVENIR
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The Laté Hon. G. K. Golihale’s' 1
- - Tour in South Africa; -
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forther negotiations after this declaration would be 00-1-6333 2ond Y 1912, Novgnigg 18th
“successfel, - e : . Price 2 _Shillings
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Estcourt News

[ By JAMES AUGUSTINE ]

A General Meeting of the Estcourt Indian School
Committee was held at the Sample Room, Kscouit, ou
Sonday the 18th inst, for the purpose of arranging a
definite site for the new Indian School. The honse was full.
Among those present were Mesars, Sorabjee Rustomjee,
A. Christopher, P. R. Pather, S, R. Naidoo (officialz,
Natal Indion Congress) G. Beattie, J. Winter, B. M.
Haffejee and many others, Mr. Rustomjee made it
clear to the meeting that they were not there to propose
any eites ete,, bnt just for the purpose of giving their
opiniona.

After o lengthy discuesion Mr. Peerbhoy put two
propositicns before the meeting regarding the site, one
near the resevoir and ome Mr. Haffejee’s land, in
the corner of Hardinge and Alfred Streets. The majority
voted for the latter, and moved that they purchase it
for the value the landlord paid. Mr. Haffejee kindly
offered it for the price he purchased it despite the Rutes
ew., the valoe of same being £300, The following
offered io kind towards the purchae of the land.

Mesars. E. M. Haffejec £100, Mahomed Sayed £100,
M. Peerbhoy £50, D, Kovarjee £25, Sorabjee Rostomjee
£25, Augvstine Thomas £2 10s., J,.J Winter £2 10s.,
Noby Namjam £2 10, Budoo Abir £1 103, Gundiyal
Bhebwoty £1 1e, S. Lalla £1 1s., Bhagwandeen 5s.,
—Total : £311 7a,

Mr. Peerbhoy aad Mr, Haff:jee thanked the members
of the Congress on hebalf of the Indlan community for

their kindness in attending, sod Mr. Winter on behalf
of the Coloared community also thanked them. The
meeting closed with a vote ¢f thanks to the chair,

The Awakening

(By C. F, ANDREWS)

There i< a call to the Nations of the East,—
I is the voice of God!
Awake, awake, the night is past, Ve sleeping ones!
Arise, arise, lift up your heads, Ye dreaminz ones!
Vour ancient glory shell return,
And your high star of destiny more Lrightly bura!

There is a call to the Nations of the East,—
The voice has sounded fortl !
Japan’s bright isles fiest flashed {15 message o'er the sea,
Himalaya's snows caughl up the gleam ex<altingly,
Southward it lights all Iindustan,
And fires the soul of chivulry in oll lran.

There is a call to the Natioas of the East,—
“Shew forth your Righteousness?®
Give to cach brother every due of brotherhood,
Give to each sister nablest meed of womanhood.
So shaill the Motherland be strong,
To struggle for the right and overthrow the wiong !

There is a call 10 the Nations of the East,—
‘Put trust in God and Truth!’
Then, like her own strong mountains all unmovable,
Resting on sure foundations, unassadiable,
A greater Asia shall arise,
LI:r foot set tirm on cearth, her liead abave the skies.
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