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A Set-Back?
THe stupid assault commitied on
Messes. Essop Mia, Naidoo and

Gandhi, while they were on thvic. way

to the Registration Office to register,
‘bas temporarily checked Indian pro-
_gress. The Indians in the Transvaal
seemed to be gaining in  internal
peace and nobility of character. We
are satisfied that the assault was the
work of a few misguided and fanatical
Pathans. A
prosecute will break the force of the
Pathan fury and the affair should be
forgotten as a passing though painful
incident of a historical campaiga. It
would have been wondrous if-it had
remained free from untoward events.
The assault, however, does bul show
that the leaders have really been
. much more moderate than the rank
and file and that’ they have hitherto
given a constitutional ‘shape to the
Indian  indignation roused over the
now almost defunct Asiatic Act.
Pathan fury has raged round the
ten fingér prints. Nor is it surprising.
" T the vast majority of Indians finger
prints were the grossest embodifuent
of the law. Much argument and elo-
quence were. centred on them. L
was shown, as Lord Elgin has now
admitted, that they had criminal awsoe
" piations. Many Asiatics coukd not

_Mr. Gandhi’s refusal to.

think of the Act without the finger
prints. : -

But it was hoped that finger prints
voluntarily and in a modified form
givenn would not cause any trouble.
Under the voluntary offer they have
lost- their raeial application, but are to
be applied for identifying those who
could not be uolherwise identified.
Moreover, they lose their sting in the
Transvaal because they are made of
general application under the Immi-
gration Act.

It was, therelore, the duty of Indian
leaders to bear down ignorant
opposition and to prevail upon the
community to give their finger prints.
In spite of the assault, Mr. Gandhi

the other leaders have done likewise.
The leaders have, therefore, done all
they could. And the Government
have responded by making the option
of giving two thumb impressions more
general.  After all, thumb prints are
-enough for identification. The assault,
then, has served its purpose. Those
who would lead public opinion must
be prepared to suffer. Theirs must
ever be a crown of thorns. '

Tue QUESTION WAS PUT IN THE
House of Commons
recently as to the
number of prosecu-
tions on permit charges against Indi-
ans in the Transvaall The official
reply was that there were some 13500,
It would almost seem as though all
these prosecutions were of a most
serious order, but it is curious to note
that more than one-third of these took
place within a period of 3} months,
extending from November 1goz to
February 5903, and that the balance
of less than two-thirds had Dbeen
spread over a period of 4§ years. Of
all these prosecutions the great bulk
were against Asiatics who attempted
to enter the Colony without permits.
These men were successfully pre-
vented from doing so, having been
prosccuted and ordered to leave the
Colony. But it may be added that
very many people came to the Trans-
vaal without permits under the Jona
Jide apression that no permits were
required, and, as a matter of fact, at
a certain period of 1goz-3 there was
free entry into the Transvaat of Asia-
tics. [t must also be stated that ex-
tremely few prosecutions have been
-brought against Asiatics for using
forged permits in any way and not a
single one for forging permits. Obvi-
ously, therefore, the delinquency was
a very trivial one, and in no way de-
monstrates that there has ever been a
| vast undetecied influs of Asiatics un-
Ujawiully entering the Transvoal,

The 01d Story

insisted on giving his finger prints and |

anaing the same.

THE WHOLE INDIAN COMMUNITY OF

South Africa owes
Christian Charity « very dueep debt.

of gratitude to the
Rev. Mr. . ). Doke and his wife.
These gencrous-hearted people have
exhibited the Christian virtues in a
maoner that must have been a source
of pride and juy to ucveryone of the
Christian faith.  They have gone out
of their-way to minister to Mr. Gan-
dhi’s comfort. ‘They have nursed him
in sickness, after having previousty
enceuraged him in health. British
Indians should bold before their eyes
constantly the splendid example of
charity, humility, and goodness of

Jheart exhibited by Mr. and Mrs,

Doke, and should regard them as
exponents of all that is best in Luro-
pean and Christian thought and feel-- -
ing. We are sure that work such as
that so nobly and so-humbly done by |
these two noble-hearted people will
do more than anything else to bring
the two races together on 2 common
basis of human sympathy and brother-
ly love. :

Mr. Gandhi’s Letter tothe
Press o

The following has been sent to the
Transvaal Press: .

Johannesburg -
1oth February, 1908,

My dear Friends,—I an well in the
brotherlty and sisterly hands of Mr.
and Mrs. Doke., I hope to take up -
my duty shortly .

~Those who have committed the act
did not know what they were doing.
They thought that I was doing what
was wrong.  They have had their
redress in the only manner they know.
I therefore request that no steps be
taken against them,
wSeeing that the assault was com-
mitted by a Mahomedan or Mahomed-
ans, the Hindus might probably fesl’
hurt, If so, they would put themselves
in the wrong belore the world and
their Maker. Rather let the blood
spilt to-day cement the Lwo Communi-
ties indissolubly—such is my heartlelt
prayer.  May God grant it.

Assault or no assault, my advice re-
The large majority
of Asiatics ought to give finger prints.
Those who have real conscientious
scruples will be excempted by the Gov-
ernment,  To ask for more would be
to show ourselves as children,

The spirit of passive resistance
rightly understood should make the
people fear none and nothing, but
God—no cowardly fear, therefore,
should deter the vast majority of
saber-minded Tedians Gon domg
thair duty. 0, Tewase al tepeal af
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the Act against voluntary registration

llhe umbrella broke, and one more

having heen given, it -is the sacred P hilow felled Naidoo to the pround, his
duty of every vood Indian to help the ! head being badly gashed, and,~when

Government and the Colony to the
uttermost.

.

Ian,
. Your faithful Iriend and servant,
‘ ' M. K. (ianpHL

' The Beginning of

Registration

Mr. Gandhi and others Assaunlted

A Cowardly Attack

[SrEctaLLy "CONTRIBUTER] -
Shortly after a quarter to ten on
«'Monday morning, Mr. Gandhi with

“, other leaders leit bis oiftee-to attend

“upon the Registrar of Asiatics at Von

srandis Square in ord-r to make ap-
plication for registration nder thp
new voluntary arrangement. He was
passing aleng Von Brandis Street,
when, outside the premises of Messrs
Arpott & Gibson, not more than three
minutes’ walk fromi the Registration Of-
fice some 8 Panjabis and Pathans ac-
casted Mr. Essop Mia, the Chairman

of the Associatioir; and Mr. Gandhi, in-

quiring where they intended to go. Up-

" on it being explained’ to them that the

leaders were going to the Registration
office ‘to make application for regis-
tration, the further question was put
as to the manner i ' which they
intended to register. ‘The answer was
that they intended to give ten finger
impressions. If, however, any man
had conscientious objections to giving
ten finger imipressions, he need only
give an impression of the two thumbs,
making, at the same time, a statement
as to the nature of his objection.
Apparently, the reply was not satis-
tactory, for one Pathan named Méer
Allam  Khan raised a heavy stick
which he was carrying and struck Mr.
Gandhi a terrific blow aimed with the
intention of killing him on the spot.
The stick missed the spinal cord,
fortunately, but felled Mr. Gandhi to
the ground senseless.  Mr. Gandhi in
falling struck his head against 2 jagged
stone, with the result that his upper
lip and cheek were badly lacerated
and a tooth loosened, whilst his fore-
‘head just above the eye struck another
'stone, and a third sténe just missed
the eye itself. . Whilst on the grouad.
several of the Pathans dealt terrible
blows upon Mr. Gamlhi's body,: ane
‘of the men being armied with an iren
rod. Mr. Thambi Naidoo and Az
Essop Mia hastily intervened. but Mr.
~ Essop Mia was soon put out of acticn
by a blow upon the hand, which slight-

ly injured the finger, and he thereupon |

hastened into Mersrs. Arot & Gib-

- son’s offices to seck help, Meanwhile,

Mr. Thambi Naidoo engased the
attention of Meer Allam, who rained
blow after blow upon him, which,
fortunately, Nuidoo was able to ward
off by mzuns of an pmbrella whirh he
was o oz ab the time,  Eventuoaily

;

|
]
1
|
: tration, giving every particular requir-
|
]
|
|

the was on the ground, further blows

| were struck at bim and he was con-

lsiderably bruised.  Assistance now
! came from “Mussrs, Arnot & Gibson’s
[ otfice and a number of luropeans, in-
I cluding constables, hastencd to- the
! scene and eventually put an end to
the disturbance., Al the -Pathans
with the exception of Meer Allam
managed to escape.  Meen Altam,
however, - was  arrested,  together
with a2 certain  Abdul . Rahman,
a Konkni, whu had also taken part in
the assault, and these men- were de-
tained by the police inside Messrs,

Amot & Gibson's oflices and were
eventually  taken (o - Marshail

charge to be latd against - them,
Meanwhile, Mr. Gandbi had issued
definile tnstructions that he refused 1o
prosvcute - under any circumstances.
" He was picked up by kind friends
just as he was recovering conscious-
ness and carded into Mg ].-C. Gib-

I'son's private office, where he lay

Jprostrate on the door whilst Dr.
Thwaites, a medical man, was seot
for. Dr. Thwaites immediately ex-
amined the wound and pronounced
Mr. ‘Gandhi out’ of any immediate
danger.  He also eéxamined. Mr.
Thambi Naidoo's wound, and asked
Alr. Naidoo to go off immediately to
the hospital to be attended to. Mr.
Naidoo was afterwards told that he
would not be needed any longer at
the hospilal after he had -been band-
aged. AMeanwhile the Rev. Mr. Doke,
who had been talking with Mr. Polak
at the Registration Office, awaiting
Mr. Gandi's arrival there, and who
followed My, Polak hastily, on receipt
of the news, suggested that Mr, Gan-
dhi, instead of being taken to the
hospital, should be taken to his own
house where he could receive every
attention, and the sugpestion was
immediately acted upon. Mr. Gan-
dhi was accompanied. to Mr. Doke’s

Chamney, who had been hastily sum-
moned, and- a constable, Mr. Gandhi,
| however, was very cager that there
should be no delay in starting regist-
ration and he accordingly begged Mr.
Chamney to.allow him to register
immediately and fulfit his promise,
Mr. Chamney accordingly sent for
i one of his clerks who shortly alter-
wards arrived at 163 Smit Strect, Mr,

Square where they awaited the formal.

house by Mr. Doke himself, Mr..

Doke's residence, and there Mr. Gaa- |

dhi made formal application tor regis-

ed by the form which bhad been
mutually: agreed on between the lead-
ers of the Indian community and Mr.
Smuts which form, of course, nakes
1o mention whatever of the Rewistra-
tion Aet. Mr. Gandhi also, although
in great pain, gave ten digit impres-
sions and then the  simultaneous
impressions of the four digits of each
hand, the object being to show that

1
.}‘
i
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was a volantary ‘act and not under a
degrading, humiliating Law bike crimi-
nals. The Doctor now made prepara-
tion to make a further examination of
Mr. Gandhi's injuries, Lventually, he
said that the lace and lip would have
to be stitched up, and accordingly
{ive stitches were put in, whilst the
remaining injuries which wercin the
nature of severe bruises and contus-
tons were bandaged. . -

‘This brutal attack eflectively upset
all the arrangements for registration.
As if to intensify the pervousness and
irritation, by a foolish errar, some five
receipt forms weré issued by the re-
gistration officials on which the words
‘ Registered under the Asiatic Law.

shmendment Act” had not been obli-

terated. The result was to immediate--
ly-arouse the suspicions of the people,

who thought they were being trapped
into’ ' registering  under  the  Law. .
There is np doubt that it will take -
considerable tine to allay this uneusy.
feeling, and, since them owing to -
another stupid mistake of a ‘similar

‘hature, it has been {ound necessary to

re-print the form of receipt.

The Chinese havesteadfastly refused
to register under the new arrangement,
as they feel that they have sworn an
oath notto give ten tinger imipresions,
They are quite, willing to give two
thumb impressions, They have not-
yet realised that nobody at ail is obli-
ged to give ten finger impressions, but
that he should do it as anact of duty
and wisdom, in view ol the fact that
upon the satistactory catrying out of &

“sensible areangement within' the next

three months will depend the new
legislation that- will be brouzht for-
ward when Parliament meets.- '

< There is no doubt that all along
the community has led the Govern-
ment 'to believe that there was no op-
position to finger-prints as finger-
prints, but only when it was a matter
of compulsion under a Law that de-
graded, the associations being ‘then
criminal, and naturally the Govern-
ment expect that the comnmunity as a
whole, now that the element of com-
pulsion has be:n removed, will not
make any ado about a matter which is
on the part of the community, an act
of grace. Unfortunately, the Govern-
ment is not itsell [ree from blame,
seeing that the officials have, in many

-instances, created the impression that

the ten finger impressions were going
to be compusorily demanded, and one .
or two tactless  mistakes have not-
made the position casier.  Mr. Marns, «
the espert advisor from India, who
as been bruught to the Transvaal in
order tu tharoughly go into the ques-
tion of the personmel of the (ivil
Service with a view to fetrenchment,
has been attached to the Registration
Oflice in order to advise in cases of
difficully, owing to his expert know-
ledge of Indian peoples,
Rueyistration is going on more satis-
factory now; and, on Wednesday,
rmany of the leaders made application

there was nothing degrading in thie §and  with them a large number of
mere giving of finger-impressions, it | others <Hindus  snd - Mahiomedans
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alike. ‘The statement that there is a ]
split betacen the two faiths is absol-!
utely incorrect.  No distinction is be- |
ing madc, "for, as explained above,
practically al! the leaders—both Hin-
du and Mahomedan—registercd by
Wednestlay afternoon.  There s hot
likely to be any considerable !
hitch in the work of further registra-:
tion, except through some mistake on |
the part of sone officials. The com- J
munity is realising the significance of .
the present procecdings, and is read-
ily falling in with the settlement ar-!
rived at.{ Mr. Gandhi himself is pro-

gressing” rapidly towards recovery.

The wounds are healing well, the

bruises are disappearing, and he is

getting through a good deal of work.

He has been staying with the Rev,

Mr.. Doke, who, with his wife, has

ministered to his comfort in & truly

Christian manuer. Everything that

was - possible was done for Mr.

Gandhi’s convenience, and, as a mat-

ter of fact, Mr. Doke’s House has

been used more as a reception room

than anything else, as Mr. Gandhi

has been receiving a constant stream

of visitors—both Indians and Europ-

eans—since last Monday., A large

number of telegrams of thanks. was

received by Mr. and Mrs. Doke [rom.
all parts of Seuth Africa, and many

‘messages of regret at what had hap-
‘pented were received by the British

. Indian Asscciation. .

Meer ‘Allam Khan and Abdool
Rahman, two of the men who assuult-
ed Mr. Gandbi, the former being the
chief assailant, were re-arrested on
Tuesday afternoon by Supt, Vernon.
They were brought before Mr. Jo:dan
on Wednesday afternoon at z o’clock.

Mr. Van Diggelen and Mr. Reuter
aunounced that they appeared for the
defence. " Mr. Reuter said he had been
-instructed by a friend of the accused,
while Mr. Van Diggelen claimed to be
instructed by the accused. The accus-
~ ed were given the choice of represent-
atives, and Mr. Van Diggelen was sel-
ccted. He at onee asked for a remand.

Fhe Public Prosccutor, while. not
objecting, said he had all his witnusses
present and was prepared to go ot

The Magistrate remanded the ac-
cused till the 1gth and fixed bail at

Lroo. o -

What the Pabers Say

The Transvaal Leader comments

as under :— B
-Among decent-minded people the
brutal assault committed upon Mr.
" Gandhi and Mr. Naidoo yesterday:
will give rise to feelings of profound
- regret and sympathy, coupled with.the
hope that the victims will before Inng
regain their bealth. . . . . .
Apparently the assault took piace
before the work of registration was
begun—or ‘attempted to be begun.
Had the afiray occurred after ‘instead
‘of before ‘the officials began their
dutics it seems likely that the Govern-
ment would have had placed upon 1,

morally if not legally, a terrible re-

3
sponsibility. It seems incredible that,

despite the Colonial Secretary’s state- |

ment, that registration under the Act

piry of the period named in the no-
tices, the receipts or certificates hand-
ed out to the few who registered yes-
terday stated that they had registered
under the Act and agreed to abide by
all its regulations ! The effect upon
a suspicious and excited people was
to make them believe that their leaders
or the Government, or both, . were be-
traying them. It is impossible, within
the limits of conventional language,
to do justice to those responsible for
this, equally with preceding blunders
in connection with the admintstration
of the Act. The Colonial Seeretary is
in a position in which he deserves the
sympathy of all good men. He is
standing and has from the first stood
by his department.  He is observing
the best traditions of responsible
government. The pity of it is that
from the first there have been writ
large in the Asiatic branch the marks
of incompetence, if not worse. Every
Indian race and caste represented here
had been dealt with as if all races and
castes were alike, which is the first
thing an experienced Indian official
would avoid. So soon as the Colonial
Secretary and Mr. Gandhi came to-
gether an understanding was arrived
at. Yct even after this plain hint the
Asiatic’ branch continued along its
blundering path. Residents who re-
call registration a few years ago will
remember that the then ofiicials asked
for and obtained the co-operation of
the Asiatic leaders, so that, instead of
hordes of Asiatics lining the strects
and crowding the vicinity of offices, as
took place yesterday, a few men were
brought at a time, and the work went
off smoothly. Tht work of registra-
tion, which requires patience, tact and
diplomacy, has from the first been car-
ried out in the narrowest and harshest
spirit.  Instead of all mention of the
Act’ which proved so unworkable
being aveided, its name and its pro-
visions are insisted upon at cvery
point, and the whole conduct of the
registration branch gives colour to the
view that its desire is less to aid the
Government and the Colony in finding
a way out of an awkward and delicate
situation than to show the Asiatics
that it-is their master.

What is wanted is that the oilicial
who is the cye and hand and brain of
the Governmunt at the present con-
juncture should bring a fresh mind to
bear upon o fresh silgation,  Of the
ability to do this there is no indi-
cation, On the injustice to M
Gandhi, Mr. Natdoo and Mr. Leung
Quinn which the present state of
things involves it would be waste “of
words tu comment at lenpgth, The
Government bas assisting it @ high
official of the Indian Government,
Mr, Marris. Since it has involved no
loss of dignity by other departments
of the public service to have Mr,
Marris enquire into their working and
arrangements, may we ask if it is not

)

 possible for the Government to call

in Mr. Marris to preside &t the work

of registration, inststing upon the
1s no longer possible in view of the ex-

*registration  officials ?

whole of the proceedings being trans.
acted before his eyes—not in another
rom ?
dom only to employ Europeans as
We are in-
formed that the departure from this
rnle is strongly condemned by Anglo-
Indians here. 1t is pretty evident that

unless reform be promptly initiated in

this work of registration, the well-
ment efforts of the Colonial Secretary
and Mr. Gandbi will go for little,

The Ster says

Pussibly  yesterday's  [racas  was
shmety an outburst of an ancient feud
between the hills and the plains with
an extra touch ot jealuusy that the

whole credit of the passive resistance |

campaign had gone to the plains, It
shutdd be remembered too that the
Learers, water-carriers, and camp-
felluwers who «came to South Alrica
with the British Army had a good deal
less to gain by a peacelul scttiement

‘than the Bengali traders with their

old established business.  Though
less prominent in controversy thesy
men have always been in the fore-
front of the oppasition to the Goveru-
ment, and Mr. Smuts has more than
vhee made merry over thetr heroic
ofter 10 face death rather than regis-
tration,  They secem to have been re-
gurded from the first as a new and
rather  complicating factor i the
situation by the main body- ol their
compatriots, who could always count
on their support while it was a ques-
tion of fighting, but have very little in
cunnnon with them now that the fight
sover. ., . L L L L L,

The fact that Mr. Gandhi's assail-
ants only represent a small section of
the Asiatic community means, we
hope, that yesterday's occurrence will
have no serious bearing on Lhe success
of Mr, Smuts’ new experiment,  The
sebuequent  procecdings,
seein to have revealed some minor
deficts in the arrangements which arg
not idtogether creditable to the tact
and foresipht of the Asiatic Depart-
ment.
stance, a porfectly inimaterizl docu-
ment, still bore the offensive stigma
of *compulsion,” and has had to be
altered  in ink  since  registration
actually began, It is a tritling matter,
no doubt ; but the Government have
had wvery reason 1o learn by this time
that they are dealing with a suspiciogs
sl sensitive people, and it sceu o
pity that there should ever have been
the smaliest ground for the belief that
Mr. Smuts” scitlement was not being
carricd out in the broad spirit of
toleration in which it was framed.
Wi have no desire to offer advice 1o
the ~perts in matters of dotail. As
we have abways insisted, the precise
fortn. and manner of regdistration is a
matier of profoumd mdiifercace to the
pulidie, which is only concerned with
s wtfect, So long as U is porfectly
clear that the whole Asiatic com-

however,

The forn ol receipt, fur in-

And is it not the part of wis- -
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munity is being registered in such a
way as to place an absolute bar to
illicit immigration, no one 1s going to
cavil at the Government's methods.
But there has been so much friction
and miscalculation and hurried change
of front that the public is quite justi-
fied in coming to the conclusion that
a certain amount at least of the recent
.trouble has been due to departmental
' carelessness, and it is satisfactory to

know that Mr. Smuts is back in Pre-

toria and in close touch with the local
officials. We learn, too, that in Pre-
toria the work of registration is pro-
ceeding smoothly and expeditiously,
so that there is no reason to suppose
that there is any general opposition
to the settlement on the side of the
Asiatics. '

The Rand Daily Mai has
following :— -

We feel sure that all the better class
Asiatics in South Africa will sincerely
regret the cowardly attack made upon
Mr. Gandhi yesterday at the opening
of the registration office. However
nuch the European populationr may
disagree with Mr, Gandhi’s ideas,
they recognise his abselute honesty
of purpose and the fairness of - his
methods. When he came to a com-
promise with the Government it was
hoped that the whole of the Indians
-would endorse his policy. It is now
evident that a handful of fanatics
insist upon standing out ol an arrange-
ment which the Asiatics generally have
every reason to regard as reasonable
and satisfactory. It is to be hoped,

" however, that the opposition is only
confined to a few malcontents, and
that the bulk ol the Asiatics will quietly
and quickly fulfil their part in the set-
tlement which has been reached. The
.obstinale ones can be left alone to
ultimately incur the penalties they
will richly deserve,

the

A Distinguished Coloured
Student |

Alain LeRoy Locke, the-suceessful
candidate at Harvard University for
the Cecil Rhodes Oxford Scholarship,
which knows nothing of race, color or
nationality, and which is given tor
* scholarship, manliness and athletic
ability,” is one more example to be
quoted in evidence of the brain-powcr
that resides in the pure Negro race.
He was born in 1885 and was conse-
quently 22 years of age when he avas
graduated at Harvard, having taken
the entire course in three years instead
of the usual four, winning honours,
.through the various terms.

His great triumph in scholarship
was the winning of the Bowdoin
Scholarship in March. Even without
having sccured the Rhodes Osford
Scholarship of $15,500 annually, this

"would have been in itself a rarc
achievement. It carries with it a
medal' and #2350 in money with the

. public presentation of his thesis. In

| with-the question,

the Rhodes Scholan’ship he was one
of the five out of fifty contestants.—
The American J]‘[tssfaﬂ??y. :

Asiatic Trading in Na_tal _

The Working Man's’ Point of View

Mr, John Connolly, M.L.A.,. spcal&-‘

ihg at a Ladysmith public meeting on
the Asiatic question said, while he
fully sympathised with the white store-
keepers, and while he believed that it
was difficult, if not impossible, to
compete with the Arabs, he felt -that
the question would have to be dealt
with in a different manner from that
which was being advocated on plat-
forms throughout the Colony at the
present moment. He was personally
of opinion that it could only be set-

.tled by the strict enforcement of the

present ‘sanitary and other laws by
which they had the powertoeliminateto
certain-extent the elements of unfair-
ness from the competition. The same
thing was happening in regard to the
skilled and semi-skilled workers in the
Colony. - Asiatics were everywhere
taking the place of white artisans and
clerks, and the result was that there
were upwards ol 1,000 white men out
of .employment in Durban to-day,
(* Shame.”)’ As a- representative of
the workers, he felt this keenly, but,
at the same time, he believed that it
would not be in accordance with our
ideas of what was right or just to deny
the coloured races an opportunity of
raising themselves; but they were
justified in protecting the interests of
the white men. This could be- done
by laws regulating wages. [f they be-
lieved that cheap labour was a curse,
then they were iustified in abolishing
it. A resolution was brought forward

| at each ot.the two last sessions of

Parliament, calling upon the Govern-
ment to insert a [air-wage clause in
their contracts, . The proposal was re-
jected, but he was of opinion that it
was the only possible way of dealing
' The first thing to
be done, however, was to stop the
further influx of Asiatics it any shape
or form. Mr. Sparks had suggested
that the white people should band
themselves together and refuse to sup-
port the Indian trader. - This was all
very well, but as long as the Indian
was free to compete with the white
worker the latter should be allowed
the right to choose what he consid-
ered the cheapest market. If compet-
ition was bad, they should abolish it,
if possible ;  but, if not, it should be
firee to one side as well as to the
other. If the white traders employed
nothing but white men, he would
certainly be in favour of supporting
them, but as long as they took advan-
tage of cheap labour, -the workers
were justified 1n taking advantage of
the chenp markel provided by the
Arabs; that was, if it was cheap.
Personaily, he did not believe it was,
as, althuugh the prices charged by the
Arab were certainly [ower in many

‘neighbours.

cases, the artiele itsell was usuvally of
inferior quality. This, however, was
a matter of opinion. If the wcrking
men believed that it was to his inter-
est to deal with the Indians, he was
pot prepared to deny him the right to
do so under present.circumstances.—
Natal Mercury.

A Jewish View of the
Indian Question

Writing under date of January 3,
the London- correspondent of the
S. 4. Jewnsk Chromele remarks : A
prominent part it the agitation here
on behalf of the British Indizns in the
Transvaal is being taken by Mr. L. W.
Ritch, who has written lrequent let-
ters to the Press on the subject, and
whose remarks are treated by -editors
with a good deal of respect.  Mr.
Ritch is very well known to the Jew- .
ish community of Johannesburg,
which he left for London two or three
yearsago. Heisnot the only a Jew of
education who, in the Transvaal, found
himself attracted by the. high-spirited
qualities of,the religion: of the Hin-
dus, and was keenly touched by the
injustices under which they seemed to
labour. The letters of * Disgusted
Jew,” on the subject, in your journal
some two years ago, will no doubt -
still be fresh in the memory of your
readers. At that time there seemed
to be a danger that Jews might be
subjeeted to the same disabilities as

‘the Indians, and, having to fight for

their-own hand, they could not afford
to spénd any sympathy on . their
Now that they bave
happily secured their objects, they
can lend an ear to the complaints of
their dusky fellow-subjects, and may

feel Jegitimate pride in the fact thata

co-religionist is fighting so sturdily
for what appears to him the cause of
justice and humanity. -Of course
Tews, whether in England or in South’
Africa, are not bound to agree with
Mr. Ritch, nor to wish him success in
his endeavours. There is a good old
saying that charity begins at Home ;
it is possible that some Jews will feel |
that their own position would be en-
dangered were the Indians to gbtain
all they ask for. There is every sign
that this question will be brought into
English politics before long. The

-public here, of course, cannot under-

stand the antipathy of the white pop-
ulation of South Africa to the Indians,
and no doubt public protests will
soon be raised against, what seems to
be here, their very harsh and unjust
treatment.  In that case it will pro-
bably be placed to the credit of the
Jewish- community of the Transvaal
that a Jewish gentleman {rom Johan-
nesburg has been foremost in cham-
pioning the cause of the Indians. In
this way Mr. Ritcl’s action may ulti-
mately prove to the advantage of the
Jews in the Transvaal, thouyh at pres-
ent the line he is taking up mayseem
alien from their interests.

W
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Genera! Smuts’ Apologia
Speech at Richmond

Spedkin-- at Richmond, Johannes-
burg, last week, General Smuts, in
the course of a lc_ngthy address, said:

There was one #4uestion on which
he had come to speak especially, one
that had been very much to the fore,
especially in the last few days, and he
thought this an appropriate uvccasion
on which to review the whole posttion
as it presented. itself to-day. He
referred to the Asiatic question.
When the whole case was before them

approve ol their course, and would
say. that a statecsmanlike thing had
been done, and that it really was not
possible for the Government to do
. anything save what it had done.' This |
" Asiatic question was no new thing, |
It started after the fArst war of inde:
pendence. He need not remind them
that the Transvaal had been very much
~perhaps ‘over—advertised, and so
far back as 1881 the war of indupend-
ence had carried their {ame to the
East, and people began to-conme in
from India und other parts of- the
world. They wanted to.put a stop to
it, but the Government was unable to
do so—they would know why that
was. The Transvaal did not receive
.complete independence under the
. London Convention of 1881, but
remained under the suzerainy of
England, and the Indians who came
here were very largely British subjects,
When the Government of that day
wanted to tackle the qucstiun the
Home Government stepped g and .
- said “ These Indians are our subjects,
and you have not, under the terms of
the Convention, the power to put
them over the border or keep them
"‘out of the country.” ‘The trentment
“of the question in the OR.C. was
quite different, but ‘the O.R.C, was a
sovereign® independent  State, and
could take the Asiatic by the ncck,
and put him out—-and keep him out,
‘too, They had been very lay in the
Transvaal i those days. He was.
talking recently to a shrewd old inan,
who told him .that when the hHrst
caolies cime here he spoke to o mer-
chant, who said, “We have'a ot of
old stock ‘we can’t dispose ol, and
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h:rxall:.e those who were here, and, if!
possible, to keep the others out : but !

streamed into the country till before
the war they had 10,000 oF 12,000—
he did not know the exact number—
coolics in the I'ransvaal. When the
war broke vut many left the country
and went away, and the Indian popu-
lution decreased sensibly, while duriny
the war nmiatters were at a standstiil
except for some Indians coming in
with the army. The Pathans :md
others were now very clamorous be-

‘cause they came in with the British

army and secemed to wish to be taken
into a field by himself (the speaker)
and General Botha aud shot dead.
(Laughter) They had not been
fighters but camp followers.

AFTER THE WAR.

- Affter the war-—though Mr, Gandhi
would not admit it—the stream of im-
migrants increased very largely, and
it became certain that thy registration
certificates of the old Republ!c were
forged, anrd as the terms were not very
particular it was easy that they could
be forged. The result was that thous-
ands pourad into the country, and the

- question asswmed dangerous propor-
Hons.

That was the state of affairs
in 1906, when the Crown Colony
Government felt it right to put a stop
to it.  Unless they were to follow the
fatal course of Natal they had to make
a firm stand, and a law was introduced
into the -Legislative’ Council and
passed. It was identical with the
terms of the law puassed last year.
Was the object to put the Asiatics
over the border or expel them or put
them in prison? No. Lord Selborne
had a long cerrespondence with the
British Government, and this was all
in a Blue-book, ltom which they
wonld see the reasons that actuated
the late Government in passing the
measure. The object was to register
in the most unmistakable way, a way
that could not be subject to fraud or

forgery, to register every Asiatic who

was legally entitled to be here. The
ohject was indeed twofold—to give a
definite status to the Indians who
werechere before the war and to see
that the rest of Asia was kept out of

-these coolics would carry it ubout the
country for us and sell it to the Boers,
and Kafiirs,” (Laughter.) Some yvars
afterwards, in 1885, the question had
assunted wmuch larger proportions,
and by that time the merchants had
come to'quite a different idea as to
the uses of the coolies, and clamoured
to have them regulated.  The Volks-
raad passed the first law on the sub-
jeet—a law -very much like the Taw
they had passed last year. They could
not put the Indian out becunse the
British LEmpire sat behind him, bot
-the Government could say. “ Yonwill !
have to register, so that we can Lnow
- who is in the comitry and who has the
right to be here.”  Every Asiatic had

. $0 pay a certain fee— £ 25, he thuught

he country. What happened ? A
deputation from the Indian - com-
nunity intetviewed the British Gov-
ernment and made a great show ol
resistance, with the result that the

1 Home. Government would not advise

His Majesty the King to aszent o the
law,
PARLIAMENT,

That wis the state of alairs when
the ficst Marliooent of the Transvaal
el in March last and that was the
hirst taw Lacklizl : which was the same
as that lying in the piseon-holes-of the
tCovernment 2t Home The people
of the Colony weie am wous to have
the measure assented to and the old
Jaw was approved of verbatim, 11 he:
liad done it, provisions would have

CTHIE FIRST

this was lmpOQSlble, and the '\smt:cs :

~

B 85

matter of fact, were not in it. It Was
unanumously approved of and on the
| unanttmous vote of this Parliament it

it was, thounrh later 1t was rcdu('ecl bx.en included in the law which, a5 2
The whole object was lo.

was assented to. Put it was never.
intended to put people over the border’
‘or te put them in prison ; the one
object was the registration of those.
‘who were in the country so that the~

Government migh keep others out.J
ONLY 500 REGISTERED.

~In what w ay did the law propose to
dq that? The law proposed that the
Government  should notify a period
within which Asiatics in this country
entitled 1o register should come for-
ward and register themselves.  There
Was no Iugal compulsion, but a period
was fixed, and after that period had
exptred no registration could take .
place. The ch.ar'u:ter of that law was
that it should come into force once,
and should have its effect once, and
oncefor all. It was a very risky law,
because if the Asiatics did pot come
forward during that period, registra.
Lion became impossiirde, and the law
bucamea deal letter, What lmppumd?
They put the law into foree,
was given to Indians Lo register, and
after the period had eapired and the
[ndians had not registered, he added
another month.  He knew some of
them blamed him for that: but he
did it because he wanted to give the
luw and the Indian populition in the
cauntry every chance.  That. month
also expired, and no registrations tovk
lace,
wuniry oaly soo rtegistered.  Welt
that month alse expired. and repis
tration beemme impossible

W THREE ALTERNATIVES.

“Three alternatives remained to the
‘Guvernment.  They might have
them over the border; they could
Autve sent them all to pnson : or they
coutd have gone to Parliament again,
and said to Parliament, * You have
passed a law which was in operation
for a certain period : that peried has
passed, the virtae of the law has gone,
and we want further powers.”  Take
the first alternative —putting” the In-
dians who refused to register over
the border. It was not easy putting
men over the border. 1t was not a
question for the Transvail alone, but
an International question.  As soon
as the mreasure was carried Natal gave
natice “ No coolie to be sent to us.”
The Transvaal could not send-them
to the Orange River Colony : could”
not send them to Rhodesia ; could
nod send them to the Cape.
was one wiy open, which might have
beer open for a brief period.  That
was Peligoa Day: hot bo one knew
at what date that wate alse micht have
Liecy elosedl, It was a very ditheult
interationul e Pon-~a question
whirh wank] have miven rise 1o serions
cotaplicattons—and the Covernanent,
ate o bl conderation, decided that
that course shonld not be adopted.
The nest alternative was Lo, put the
futians in prisen. 1ie had sent every
lewder Lo prison, and Kundreds more

M the 10,060 Indians int.lwI

t

Nutice -

putt

There ¢
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and it had had no impression. The
policy of imprisonment was a very
good policy as a threat, but every
sensible man koew it was & policy
which could not be carried out in this
‘country. He deficd any Government
' o take 10,000 men by the collar and
at them in prison here. There were

ot prisons enough. ‘
4 BHVSICAL AND MORAL FMPOSSIBILITY,

hey would have to fill the country

with ‘prisons and that was a course
which was not only physical but
motally impossible. Tt was a moral
impossibility, because he thought 1t
vould injure the reputation and
restige of the white people of the
[rransvaal if they had abused their
nornieus. puwer they were wielding
nd put people who had conscientious
bjections in prison. Well then they
were at a complete deadlock. It was

. not the first time that the Government
and the people of this country were:
confronted with such a situation. It
was exactly the same position as the
old Republic Government had drifted
to long years ago. ‘The law of 18385
became a dead letter, and the result
was that from 1885 to 1899 the Asia-
fics in this country were frec people.
They paid no licences and they did
“"not bother about the laws. They
were (rec people, and quite outside
" the law.. 'That was the position 14
years aygo, and that was the position
“nto which they had drified now. T It
was'not by the fault of the Govern-
ment, not by the fault of a party, but
Wecause a'law bad™been passed that
required the: “cgperation of the In-
dian population. ‘They did not give
the go-operation; but they simply
stood aside. He was describing ‘the
gdanger that “was ahead—the same
;%anger that the Republican Govern-
‘fhent incurred. They knew that he
“had made sonie speeches in various
\ parts of thu country, and he had put
‘.[_prward an idea. He had said Lo the
Tadian population that they had be-
‘haved very badly, that they had de-
fied the law of the land, and the
Government  was  going Lo plnish
thet—ol course he had to say that—

_ (laughter)—and they would all go to
prison. He said [further, however,
- that if they would come ina body and
promise to register and fulfl the
objects of the law, then he would
advise the Government to reconsider
the whole matter. He wanted, by
_ hook or by crook, to carry vut the
object of that law. He held out the
olive branch.  He told them that the
law had expired, but that the Govern-
* ment would take their voluntary regis-
tration and lay it before Parliament.
That was the suggestion he threw out
at the tigs. At several meetings he
repeated that offer. The Indiau leaders
who were pining in prison saw the
reasonableness of the attitude which

he took up, and accepted his sugges- [

tion. 3 ‘ ‘ ‘
MK, GANDHIS OFVER.

The result was that they came for-
ward and t.ey made sn offer.  They

! wrote a letter from prison, in which

i they stated that on certain conditions .

they were prepared to come forward

l in a body—the whole Asiatic popu-’

| lation of the Transvaal—and register
within a limited- period—within. say,
three months., What were thuse con-
| ditions? They bad beun told by
Government had climbed down, that
this question.
scrutinise very carefully the terms.
“Ahe first was that the Asiatics wanted
~td register voluntarily, and not under
the law. Well, that was the exact
position. Voluntary registration was
the only course open. S0 he (Mr.
Srouts) said “All right,” because
there was nothing dishonourable to
the Government in that ; the ofier of
| the Asiatics to register  voluntarily
‘ reflected exactly the legal position to-
i day.fTheir second condition was that
to certain Indians-—men well known,
educated, and who had property—a
dispensation should be given from the
system of finger-prints which was fixed
in the repulations. ke was rather
astonished at this condition, he must
say,
hie had some reason for thinking, that
his predecessor, Mr Duncan, . was
willing to make this concession when
the original regulations were franred,
and was willing to accept the signa-
tures of Indians. of learning, ot pro-
perty, and well-known publiccharacter.
But he understoud also that the In-
dians harl refused that offer. If he
‘had for a moment thought, when the
original reguiations were' drafted, that
this point would have - satisfied the
Indians, he would at once have con-
ceded-it. He did not want every marn
to put down ten fingers, because there
were certain among them of whom it
was unnecessary,  So that when this
condition was put to him he did -not
think anything of it. There was no
trouble about it. He might say, in
common. fairness to the leaders of the
Indian community who put forward
this proposal, that they themselves
from Mr. Gandgbi downwards were not
goiug to give their signatures, but
were going to give their finger-prints.
(Huar, hear.) It was fair to state
that, otherwise the charge might be
made that they had, left the Indian
"population in the lurch by bargaining
\for themselves.  And he thought they
would ultimately find that when the
registration  was  complete very (ew
“Indians had registered in any other
way than by giving their finger-prints.
| (Applause.)
" rHE CLIMBING DOWN PROCESS,

-

Now he asked them who bad given
| in? Who had climbed down? (A
| voice: “Both,”) Well, listen. It was
'a small question. The position he
took up before them, and in all his
public life, was that the man who
i could not climh down was a very
! small and contemptible man,  (Hear,
' hear.) 1f one'had an object to achieve,
!Iwhe;hcr they went this way or that

because he was led to think, and

some papers on the Rand that the

2 miserable fiasco had been made of:
He wanted them to

‘to both sides.

‘would never come here.

way, so long as they achieved it lek
them be satisfied. And if one made};
a mistake the sooner one ‘climbed
down the better. So he ' did not?
object ta climbing down. People hagt
often accused him of being rather
given to the practice of climbing
down,'but he was lso given to the
practice of securing his object at the
same time. They would ‘remerber '
that the position he took up from the
start was that any means of identifi-
cation for the Indian population. of
the Transvaal other than the 10 finger-
prints was insufficient. He might have
been wrong in that opinion, but he
had gone on the advice of such experts
as he could get. Lhe Indians said
they .would never submit ‘to that
system ; they said it was only used for
criminals in India, and their opposi-
tion for a long time was entirely based
on that' point. They had now sub-
mitted—to their honour be it said—
they had learned more wisdom, and
had seen that it was not criminal and
not dishonourable; they had re-
cognised that it had been working
lere with the Chinese, in Natal with
the indentured Indians, and that jt.
was-used in India in many instancesy

. He did not object to climbing dpwrr..

when it was necessary, but his hefiress,;
would see that in this connectiofthe::
Government had achiieved what théy
had been contending for. The In<
dians’ second contention was that they:
would never register until the law bad
been repealed, that the law was an
indignity and disgrace. He had toid
them that the law would not be ~
repealed so long as there was an
Asiatic in the country who had nut
registered, " and like wise men the
leaders of the Indian community had
waived the question of repeal.  Until |
every Indian in the country had regis- .
tered the law would not he repealed. .
‘They saw that the law which had been
passed by two different Governments )
in the Transvaal had for its object to
get the Indians to register effectively.

. Under the settlement which had been

efiected by the Government, that ob-
ject would be achieved, and every
Indian in the country would have to
register himself,. What could never |
be done by the Republican Govern-
ment had now been done by a little
give and take on_both sides, dhd he
thought the Settlement was honourablé
A member of the
audience had asked him what about
the Indians of the luture.” His reply
was that the Indians of the, future
‘They had
passed two laws last session whicht
aimed at the same object. One was
to register all the Indians who were
here legally ; the other was to close
the door finally on the others. -

A DRASTIC MEASURE.

No Asiatic in future could come
into this country unless he was a
resident of the ‘I'ransvaul before the:
war. The British Government had
assented to this Immigration Law,
He thought that it was the most
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rastic Asiatic Ldw that had ever

been passed in the British Ewpire, a |

Yaw that completely and finally shut
he door from-India. No British
olony had such a law, and he was
Mgreeably surprised that His Majesty’s

Aiovernment had not objected to it..
raise to the Britisb Government.
“T'he British Government had behaved

All p

with the utmost correctness all through
this most troublesome question. They
never troubled the Government here ;
they knew that here the question was
“being dealt with as wiscly and frrly
as possible. The only communication
that was received from .the Home

Government was that giving the details

of the system of registration in India,
‘The Indian question was an ensrmons
question for the Diritish Empire.. I'hey
knew that they belonged—it he nught
say so without offence—to a largely
black Empire, The-majority of the
apeople of the British Empire were
Kot whites, but were: coloured and
lacks, and that was a fact they must
rwever forzet when they criticised the
ritish Government, and blamed them
J[for taking up the cudgels for the black
and coloured people. Whilst he was
ipraising the British Government, -he
fwished to go a-step further, and alse
‘praise - the Progressive Farly, who
might have taken up the attitudie of
saying that the Government had made
a muddle over the question, and would
simply sit still and criticise. That was
_the position they could have taken up
if they were small and petty, but they
~did not. o . ;
A STRONG GOVERNMENT,

He thought they would agree that

if the (overnment had taken any other
—course than they had taken they would
_have made a great mistake:
hear) A weuk Government would
_have done otherwise, but when they
went to Parhament threc imonths hence

* they hoped to have the registration of
every Asiatic in this country, They
wanted to put that before Parlianient,
and to say, *‘This work has veen
done.  You will ratily it if you will.”
In doing that he smd they had done
well, and descrved well of the couatry.
Fhis Indian question was in the hands
tffthe prople. 'The Government of the
¢ountry ought to be fair, in spi of
the colour of a maw’s skin. When a
fuan had a vestedsight in the country,
.the CGovernment of the country hud te
recognise that right. If they thueght
he was a pestilence, the matler wisan
.’their hands. ‘They could buy from
a—whom they liked, and do what they
Niked. He (Mr. Smuts) did nGt inter-
lfere with them. He did not muite
{them to boycott Indians: He uave
them no advice. ‘They knew vhat
}\vas best. But, as a Government, {hey
had to hold the balance corre tly
between the two sections of the com-

munity, white or black, their party or

ithe-otl:xer party, and for the Transvaal
BGovernment to have . wantonly op-
pressed a certain section of the pupu-
lation, or deprived it of irs riuies,
would have been 2 criminal blunder,

{Hear, ;

——— e
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" and he was glad to say they had not
committed that blunder. (Applause,)
—Star.,

Comments on Mr. Smuts’
Speech

“Transvaal Leader ”

On the question of the Asiatics the Colen.

in] Seyretary was careful 1o explain the Gov.
cernment policy at length, . . . We de
cmot see that any usclul purpose was to be
. served by deawing the sabjeet put, unless it

i were the educational efiect upon the Vreete-

dorp electorate. . The position is clear, and
the Gavernmant is well out of the fuog where
it spent so much time benting the wir. We
j aote with pleasure the manly attitude of
Gener! Smuts with reference to the ctimb-
ing down «question, It is not a wmatier of
-great importance where compromise entered,
but it is worth hearing from the Coloninl
Secretary that ‘“the position he took up be-
fore them and in all his public life was that
the man who could not climb down was a
very small and contemptible man, I one
; had an objeet to achieve, whether they went
| this way or that way, so long as they
]achieved it, let them be satisficd.  And §f
* one made a mistake, the sooner one climbed

down the better,”

- “* Star ¥

Mr. Candhi and his colleagues have pre-
serverl an attitude of admirable reticence
since they came out of-prison a week ago,
It is the Dbest possible evidence that they
have their Juilowers completely in hand and
that the whole Asiatic communily will be
legally registered within the allotted thiee,
months of grace. The white population,
tiiken all through, has maintained an equally
dignifiel] reserve in circumstances which
Ient themselves to-n kind of cheap recrimina-
1 tion 3 and has shown, far more conclusively

than any uwnanimous vote of Parliawment,
that the policy underlying the Registration
I Act correcily represents the popular wish,
FXe are most of us prepared, in fact, to re.
Seognise the established Asiatic community
as a permanent element in the life of the
Crlony, bmt we are not prepared to see it
incrensed bv any further immigration. There
are exceptions, of course, ” No white com-
munity can hope to emglate the marvellous
solidarity of these Asintics, There has been
talk, for histance, in oo or two places of in-
dignation meetings to denounce the Govern-
ment’s clemuncy, and a few enthusiasts ore
banding themselves together to boycott the
coulie trader. But these people only dis-
approve the setflement because they disap-
provedl the real object of the laws They
| looked upun it as an ingenious method,
which was very nearly successful, of getting
ril of the Asiatic altogether, and are now
casting about for a fresh method of achieving
an object which was certainly never contem-
plated by the Government’d They do not re-
present the bulk of W])“T?‘ opinion, which
was perfectly satisfied with the principles un-
derlying the Resistration Act, and is per-
fectly ready 1o back the Government in any
metliod of sdministration which “will secure
them without wnecessary friction. .

Nothing: could have been in better {aste
than the studicd courtesy of Mr. Smuts’ re.
ferences to the Asiatic leaders, and his
frank tribule tu the forbearance of the I
perint Goverament, and to the patriotic sup-
port of the Progressive Party. It was a
- peace-offering in every direction.

“ Rand Daily Mait "

Now that seems to be an accurale sum-
mary of recent events,  What it omits to
state is lhaifhe conditions, which the Indi.
an leadess o

repted in prison, ure practically -
the rdentival combitions they  stuted they
| wege willing to nceepit certainly gight moncw i

ago: and if Mr. Smuats was under a misap-
prehension on  this point, then he st
have been very badly sdvised and could not
have consulted with his colleagues: for
those conditions were set forth by o Commit-
tee of Indians in r letter to the Prime Minis-
ter daled May 16, go7yg With the besy
wish in the world, therefore, nnd. whether
Mr. Smuts was or wuas not aware of the
position, it is dithendt to describe the Gov.
venments aclion as anvthing clse than =
climb down ; and the reasen for the Colon.’
Al Seoretais defence ol the man who jb-
dulges in that undignified proceeding ix a
littie hard to understand, unless it was also
intended to he a defence of himself and bis
Peolleages. . . . . The Government is
: blamed not because it is thonght to have
fatted in achieving its object ; not merely be-
canse it has changed its views with a precip-
itation that aaturally caused some surprise §
certaindy not for passing an injudicious bill,.
which was drafted by its predecessors, and
assented to by all parties, [t is blamed be-
i cause, being entrusted with the administra-
l tion of that Bill, it failed for ten months1p

vealise that its provisions could not be en-
i['nn:cd; because during that time, up to
within a few days of the publication of the
tervis of the compromise, its wititude was
oie of inflexilide determiination to carry out
the law mt any price, and was hostiie and
even threatening towards the Asiatics ; be-
cauze, by its own actions and utlerances, it
inadie & chanye of front impossible withont
serions loss of prestige, and therefore danger-
ous 1 because it persisted in obstinacy umil
ihe last moment, depriving compromise of
all its dignity and endowing it with humilia-
tign, lor it was obvious that the Govern-
ment’s ammoury wis exhausted and no other
course was open to it; because it fniled (o
notify 1o the people of the Transvaal altera-
tions, limitatons, and suspensions of the
Colony’s laws, sccretly made by desire of

titwde of unshokeable finnness was preserved
i public for the Lenefit of its supporters,
Tiat is the case against the Government con-
cerning the handling of the Asietic question,
arrl nebrody lns yet attempted cither o de-
ferce o1 an explnmtion,

At the time when the eompromise was ar-
?}nl1zzv:rl, so far as we can see, there existed
i o singrde reason im its favour which did not
¢ &uist ten months ago, which was not obvives
I otu pnybudy five months o, ETo assert that
B Indinn leaders cuve thelr consent be.
canse they were pining in prison is evidently
to anssert that which is not the casest They
| acezpted in prison precisely what they were
Yuwilling 10 accept eight mouths hefore they
rever wend (here,  To justify the action of the
Uovernmenl M. Smats will have to explain
not mercly the reasons which made com.
promise expedient, tut why those reasung
were ignored by the Govemment forso long,
aned why a dine of action was persisted in’
which led the public to believe that the Gov--
ernment wis completely master of the situa-
tis.n.

In cur opinion it is essentin) that the Gov-
erument’s action should be publicly discussed
ami eriticised ; for it has been responsible
for mn wiministrative fiasco which it might
he disastrous to see repeated. Tt has shown
a lack of taet and foresight in this malter
even greater than thal for which it has vc-
cusivnally been copspicuous inother matters,
' The impression, conveyed by the Colonial
Secretary’s speech, is that for ten wmonths

gan« of blu: and if that iz an undesirable
iy ession for a Government to leave in the
min 1= af a Furopean populstion, it may be
a elivastrous one where Asiatics and matives
are concerned. . . . . .

Mr. Smuts may flatier himsell that, in
Putitics. courage is hest displayed in retrear;
bur the people have a different vy of Jook-
imt at things, and thuy are aptte enquire
whether it is of much use to exert themselves
| tu-day to support the Gavernment in main-
Luining a pusition which there i no uaran-

NIEBUE RIS

the Imperial Government, the while an at- |

ter will mot e booele abandored ipoa lew

the Government has been plaving a gigontic -
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The Press on the Transvaal
Situation o

¢

e Pragressive Mowtily for. |‘u'|,l-

ruary says: .

The news that the Asiatic ;lil_‘i'wn‘l_\* harl
been sannounted was received with geaeral |
satisfaction by most of u!n_r llllc.'nﬂr('t’.\‘., l:ll}-:

- oare somewh: appainted |
lh'otlgh a few am .-,nlj,mu.\\ it ll h‘l,ll\ilkllhcm_--;
with the terms of the agreement, |
fore* think it ‘as well to reMerate l_hu exael |

osition taken up by the Progressive l';ar_l»_\'
In this matter.. As will be seen from Sir
George Farmr's letter to Generdl Smts, we, |
ru;-a"pa.rty, adhere serictly tw lhs: spitit of the
law;, which has ever received” our support. |
We have never, in uny way, changed our
ground on this point, but we disclzim any
?cspunsihilil\' fur the regulations which have
leen the cause of the recent- wwouble, and
which were drafted Dy the Government
without any censultation with us,  These
regulations have prover! ineftective, and the
Government has found it necessury 1o with- .
draw the olmoxivus clauses, in order that |
the law may be carried out. i

When  the Colopial Secretary found thyy !
he was in a difficulty regarding the alteration:
of the regulations, he appealed to us for our”,
co-operation, and Sir George arrar at onev
laid the matter helore his party, with the re. |

“sult that the Coloial Sceretary was enablad |
10 cable o the [mperial Government that
“-the course was agreed to by Dboth pul-
itical parties."” T

From first .to lust we have declined to

make party capital out of the Asiatic ques-

tion. Qur policy can be elassed under four
heads :—. : '
«® {1} The restriction of further Asiatic
immigration.

(2) The expulsion of those Asiatics,
wlho are not legally entitled to be in the
Calony. T

-, (3) .The due recognition of the rights of
those Asiaties, who are legally entitled to be
in the Colony. :

{4} The safeguarding of Imperial inter-
ests, in so faras s consistent with the wel-
fare of the white population of the Transvnal |

And in order o suceessfully cary out this
policy, we have supported the” Government
in the present crisis, . That the Govermment |
has blundered must be admitted Ly all, but ;
25 we state above, the responsibility for the
regnlations is theirs, and theirs alone.

En conclusion, we would paint out to'thnse
of our members, who are in any way dissalis-
<fied with the action taken by the Governs:
‘ment, that the subject is vne which must be |
regarded from the Imperial standpoint.  Let
them think for one moment how any Hl-ad- |
vised action on the part of the Transvaal :
might haveattected the other parisof the Brit-
ish Dominion, and we feel sure that they |
will agree with us that the present settlement
has Leen made in the trde interest of the -
Empire, of which we are but & sectiom. ™ - |

The Natal Mercury of the 7th inst., |
under the heading ** Patched or Set-.'
tled ?"~says :*

In the nature of the case, there could ot

- he, as the result of what has occutred, a per.
manent adjustment of the relations between
the Europeans and the Asiatics in the Colo-
ny. All that has been decided, in the ¢om- ;
promise 1o which the Gavernment and the '
Asiatic Teuders have consented, iz the, broad
principle upon which a solution is to be nf-
tained—the principle of respecting  the -
rights and, feelings of an unenfranchised -
section of the population, and paying regard
to- Imperial - responsibilitics,.  This double .

- principle was placed in subordination wien -
the Transvaal anthorities Mmaned the ubnus. |
ious regulations under the Registration amt
Restriction Acts. It has now been endorsed-
by the Transvazl Government, The ifimei-

[N

ale’ ¢evse of irouble haz; therefore, beop !

D hoary . antagunism,

.~ of Luropean descent.
to make the reservation, it is right to

INDIAN OPINION

. .
' . Ny
The Chrictran Bxpress (Lovedale) |

writes as fullows on the Indian- quus- :

tion :

The question is fall of ditiicalties Ttmay
he s herald of e approaching combat e

Fast and Westy the outcome of a
It may be the death
kneli of an Lmphe which attempts 1o give
snch whlely different sdees the sawe privil-

1w

eeres aned the sume responsibilitics. But what -
is wanted aoove all else (o solve the problem .

in its present form and ta prepars for its ap. | * s ; htadd -
; © South African’ Republic, rightly inter.

camnce in the future is patience,. -. o .
. The law of sulf-preservalion is as strong in
nations as individuals, bat in both cases

there exists a higher law,

The Dominion of |

Canada is thrextened precisely as the Trans. |
vaal is threatened, and it is meeting the ;

danger with statesmanlike dignity and praise.
worthy xell-control.

of the Empire, alfecting .as thev do each of
the free nations which constitute it separately,

“may ‘well be approached i a spinit of pa-

tience and in the strepgth that comes from a
sense of justice,

The Reservationin the
~ Transvaal Constitution

Mr. Harold Cox on-imperial .
Responsibility

Mr. Harold Cox, M.P., writes as
der'to the Spectator (Jan. 18) :—
I do not propose tu tempt your

un

Imperial interests l.]u%
connt for something still, and the problems

g

FERRUARY ‘15TH; 190
thelibertivs of the Indians and natives;
Upon the fiest point both Mr, Cham.
ertain and Mr, Lytteltan have spokey
with admirable clearess.  In 190y
Alr. Lytielton wrote  ** His Majesty's.
Government hold that it is derogatory
to national hondur to impose on resi-
dent  British  subjects  disabilities
azainst which we had ‘remonstrated,
and to which even the law of the late

preted, did not subject them.”

With regard to the second part, the
defence of the liberties of Indians and
natives, I find it hard to imagine any
clearer case of Imperial responsibility.
In spite of the admirable precedent

' of the Cape franchise, which is based
- on cducation and property instead of,

upon colour, we have established a
colout line' in the Constitution of the
Transvaal. = We have thus made it im-
possible for ‘the coloured races to
protéét themselves by  their votes.
We have at the same time deprived
them of that ultimate argument of the
‘oppressed against the oppressor, the
power of Iinsurrection, for our armies’

. render any effective insurrection of the

coloured races impossible. We have

" thus set up a form of tyranny which

+.precedent “in -history.

patience with another long letter, but ' !
~we deprive the rest of the population

I should like to point out that in your
note to my previous letter you appear

to have overlooked the fact that special

ffower was reserve

d to, the Imperini |

Government to deal with such legisla-

tion as'that which is the cause ol the
present trouble.
Transvaal Constitution says :—* The
governor shall reserve any law whereby
persons not of European birth or des-
cent may be subjected or made liable

Clause 39 of the |

to any disabilities or restrictions 1o -

which persons of LEuropean birth or
descent or not also subjected or made
liable,” "The only conceivable pur-
pose of making this reservation in the
Constitution was to enable the Imper-
ial Government to protect the unre-
presented races in the Transvaal from
unjust legislation at the bands of a

If it was right

act upon it. The existence of the
reservation tramslers responsibility
from the Transvaal Government to
the Tmperial Government,—from the
white Colonists of the Transvaal

land.  1If the editor of the Speciator
delegates certain duties to me, I am
résponsible for the way in which those
duties are discharged ; but if he re-

serves to himself the right to decide

on a particular class of questions, he

2is responsible for his own decision,

[ am #chined to Dbelieve is without
We endow a
small fraction of the population of the
Transvaal with the sole power of
making and administering the laws ;

of all power of armed resistance to’
injustice : and then we wash our hands

of the results and talk ol self-govern- -
ment.

. Correspondence

]

A Letter of Thanks

The Editor, INDIAN OPINION.
Sir,—My fellow prisoners and I
have been inundated with telegrams
of congratulation on what the send-
ers have considered a victory for the
Indian cause. Ve can orly consider.’
it a_victory for Truth. In any case

st} . may T on behalf of my associates and
Parliament elected solely by persons

- the people of Great Britain and Ire-

and T cannot evade responsibility by

pleading that on other matters 1 had ©

full authority.
The object of making this reserva-

Cremezdindl s b g the fupher. application o, W0R i the Trangvaal Constitution vy

t

\ine (I

ifeeet <o ddocebpmenis wil gt byoonen

i aghnnisgd i_p Aot Fruhwiadi b pe

twediaked s By 10 preovedt ttye higenni

. Eb.

mysell, through the columns of this
; journal, thank the numerous senders
of wires and writers of letters for their
kindly thought. It has not been paos-
sible to write to individuals for which
omission, being, unavoidable, I trust
‘they, will excuse us,

1 hope und pray to the Almighty -~
that, should the occasion arise again,
we will all be prepared to undergo
imprisonnent or any other hardship—.
il such it may be called-—for the sake
ol Truth, Honour and Self-respect.

I am, ete,,
M. K. Ganwng,

“atlu

Brrrisy CoLuaua ACT SANCTION-
London February 12, The Gov-
v ernor of British Columbia has assent-
el to e 1RH restricting Asistic e
wnge s priagad by the House of

ol Fnglund §and seiondly, fo defend b Asseaibly, | Remar



FERRUARY I5TH, 1908
Mr. Kipling on Oriental
Immigration

I3

We take the following from the
Free Press News Bulteting Win-
nipeg :—

The theme of Rudyard Kipling’s
address to the Canadian Club, whose
guest he was at a luncheon given in
the railway committee rrom at the
House of Commons to-day, was im-
perial, national and patriotic.  Over
three hundred gentlemen were at the
tables. Mr. Hill, president of the
club, presided with Mr. Kipling and
Sir Wilfred Laurier to the right and
Speaker Sutherland to the left. The
other ministers present were Hon. W,
S. Fielding, Hon. L. P. Brodeur, Hon.
Wm. Patterson and Hon. Sydney
Fisher. .

Mr. Kipling was greeted with an
ovation. In reply to this he said:

.% The welcome which you have given
me includes all the men, not the mere
- writers and talkers, but the real men
who have borne their share in the con-
structive work of our empire. I count
it the greatest of my privileges to have
known many such men, to have met
them in the hour of their victory and
to have seen them in the hour of their
many defeats. Conceracd they may
be for the empire, Lbut fur themselves
in no wise, dismayed. Whatever of
good you may have found in certain
aspects of my work T have learned
not a little at the leet and by the side
of these men, and very probably the
welcome you have accorded me is
prool of the success of their teachings.

“] wish that some of these men
could have been with me on my re-
cent wonderful ‘trip through your
Dominion, and they would have re-
joiced as I rejoiced at the existence of
an assured spirit of nationality with-
out which the greatest country on the
map can only be an ethnological mu-
seum. It is as impossible to consolid-
ate and administer an emoire out of
a people who have no national spirit
as it would to administer a big busi-
ness through a board of young gentle-
men under 21, who have never spent
anything but their father's money. The
ocean, it is said, can make a people of
almost any tribe, but in your case,

shall I say the antisceptic treatment
of an all round salt water bath was
dented. ‘ :

“ You have the most difficult task of
all to search for your soul within
sight and earshot of the crowd. Ihis
is not an easy task for the individual,
for the nation it is epecially hard.
Canada has always bulked high in the'
imagination of the other members of
the imperial family. The first need of
a nation is its own national sport, the
second is men, not merely hundreds of
thousands of men, but millions of men,
men able to fill up and make strong
the land. Now this question of men .
is the very kernel of the whole thing 1
It 15 oply buman 1o desife that pur
bung ahul) b Glled by $he ingegus of |
Pity wer Fealr an Divag amd raf thy |

INDIAN .QPINION.

multiplying genera.lion:s shall succeed !

in filling it without improvement from
the outside. But we of the newer
generation, we of the younger nation,
as I say, we have neither the patience
nor the time to wait on these slow
methads.  The world has Alled up, is
filling up and there are in the world
a hundred nations that perhaps do not
look upon us with the eyes of awe and
reverence that we look upon ourselves,
I know that many prople consider it is
wrong, almost wicked, lo recognise a
fact-like that, but the worst use you
can make of a fact is to deny it, but
even if all the nations were to live to-
gether in universal love there is a law
{rom which there is no escape, and

that law says that if a nation holds |

territory or resources which she does
not develop, these resources will be
developed by other nations. The
material result of that development
may be splendid, but there is a danger
in the process of that development,
that the original génius and ideals of
the nation may be distorted, debauch-
ed, and in the long run destroyed.

Country Needs Men

“Qur need is men.. At this time
there are not enough men in the land
now to develop it even on the broader
national lines. But the most import-
ant of all on which the future of the
state is buased, suffers throughout the
Dominivn for lack -of adequate and
honourable dom.stic help which shall
release the mother of the tamily to her
proper work. At every step of my
trip through the Dominion, 1 have
been struck by the strong persistent
cry for more help—more people. At
the same time I have been struck by
the existence of certain forces which
wish, or seem to wish, to deny that
want, Let me give you an instance.
When I was on the west coast the ether
day there came in a consignment of
Hindus, and I was assured that their
presence was not required and that

‘they would add to the already large

mass of unemployed in their strects.
I did not see that large mass of unem-
ployed, but I made it my business to
talk v our fellow-subjects, and they
told me that although they had been
a few hours in port the majority had
been already engaged to go to work at
unskilled labour which the white man
would not handle. Therg is no need
that any white man should handle that
type of labour. The white man is
wanted, urgently wanted, in positions
requiring skilled labour, to fill posts
where he would oversee the unskilled
labour of which I am told there are
more posts than there are white men
to fill them., (Cheers)) Therefore,
gentlemen, [ do not understand what
I am given so often to understand,
that the question before this country
is the exclusion of certain forms of
labour. I do not understind how the
Dominion proposes to control the
enormous oriental trade, and at the
same time hold hermell aloof Kom the
Asbatl Infhux which e the naiva)
cupeagnilant of tiag pede dae pii;

S9

I do uct understand why, with all the
white immigration of the mother land-
only to draw from why, with all these
' resources, the Dominion should fear
or be represented as fearing the con-
sequences of that influx.

As I said before, everywhere 1 was
impressed-by the cry for more men,
for more people, for more labour. I
was also impressed, as you realise I
must have been impressed, by the ex-
istence of an organisatioh or organisa-
tions, with the evident desire to have
a policy to exciude or to regulate to -
the point of exclusion all labour except’
what Jabour was lucky enough to be on
i the spot at the time. (Hear, hesr.)
‘This, I take it, is your problem. Itis
a problem that, in a measure, alfects
Call. -
| Speaking for myself, I dornot see
' how the existence of a desire to ex-.
. clude all labour and the desire to regu-
. late all labour to the point of exclusion
T can in the long run, lead to anything

except to starve the body politic and
| fetter the mind of the nation. (Hear,
! hear.) Still less do I see how it can
"in any way help the interests of 2 na-
‘tion which ultimately must assume
| nothing less than the very
- Headship of the Empire
I{as the Dominioh eventually must do.
(Cheers.) Truly as I believe that,
ldeeply as I believe in your future, I
' cannot see that your destiny is any-
! thing lower than this. If for any rea-
ison or at the bidding of any section
or sub-section of your community you
lay the groundwork, in the fabric of
. your state, which is the reflex of your
» soul, you develop your state fabric on
the line of a close and selfish corpor-
ation, that glory and leadership will
pass from you to some other nation
that deserves it better (Applause), and
with the glory will go the power and
with the power will pass the prosperi-
ty .and with the prosperity will pass
your freedom. You have now your own
national spirit. Your first and last need
is men, men of your own stock and
ideals to develop and to fill your land
that it may stand erect above the
shadow of any fear from without or
within. (Cheers.) Now there are cer-
tain things which-a man must not do
merely because it is quite possible for
him to do them, there are certain
things which a man must do precisely
because it appears impossible that he
should do them. (Cheers.} That ob-
jection lies a millionfold heavier on 2
nation, it is as a nation among na-
tions that you stand to-day; itis as a
ercat nation among great nalions that
| you will be judged.” (Loud and-long
| continued cheering.)
| Tendered Yote of Thanks
. Hon. Mr. Sutherland, speaker of the
| Commons, in proposing -2 vote. of
thanks, said that no one could glance
. over the extent and diversity: of the.
: resources of the £mpire or recall its
‘history without fecling a tremendeus
pride i the fact that iy i3 & oiligan
ot thoy Banpirg gug sithout apipracigh
Ayt dpmperis ganfieonk gb whinh

- mw e —— n ——————
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\Ir Kipling was so splcndld an vy- ! w[ L)ro]nlntmn, The Indian, as a B[‘Itl‘ih
ponent. : L::ubp,ut had the right of entry into
Sir Willrid Laurier seconded- the | - any part, of the British Lmpire, not
vate. The Premier said that the man | excepting England.
whom they had assembled to honour = “ You may be surprised to leam,
was a man who did not think, speak or | AMr. Hardie remarked, * that when I
act as other men. His words, his: was in Tokio I found the Japanese
thoughts, his acts, were all his own, | confronted with an immigration pro-
and he did not borrow his ideas from | blem of somewhat the same kind as
any man. Sir Wilfrid spoke of the ! yours. There was a railway being
“invigorating climate of the Canadian | constructed by contract, and the con-
winter, avowing that *Our lLady of ' tractor was bringing in thousands of
the Snows shali always be proud of1 Chinese as labourers, because they
having deserved the compliment that”’ would work for 75 per cent. of the
Mr. Ripling paid her.  Kipling had i.wage demanded by the Japanese
given expression to a true conception’. workimen. 'There was nothing in the
of the Lmpire and highest thought of | « contract to prevent it, and the authur—
' slatcsm‘msiup, when on an occasion i' ities had to look on, p()\\(,r]css '
which Canadians can never forget, he | '
put theése words into the mouth of the ’ ' - -
nation, * Daughter am T in my moth-
er's house, but mistress in my own.” |
He never agreed with those who te-!  The Colanial Secretary asks wus
proached Mr. Kipling for that expres- | | (Star) to correct a misapprehension
sion. Iftherc wasanything hywhuhhc; which has arisen from his speech at
wanted his country to live in the mom! . Blaauwbank, as reported in the last

Misunderstood

Indentured -‘lndians in ..
¢ ' Natal :

Officiaj Figores

The Secretary of the Indian Immi-
gration Trust Board has kindly favour-
ed us with the following details in-
regard to Indentured Indians:— ’

: . R::pmri-l

Introduced. ~ Deaths,  Births,  ated,
Igoe 5,052 1,030 T,504 817
gor 7,730 1.I13 L7794 1,27y
1902 64yt K583 2,351 1,487
1903 4,633 1,692 2,614 2,367
1904 7,069 160z 2,700 @ 2,302
- | 1nog 8,050 2,003 3,032 2338
rgofy - 12,014 z,611 2,657 3,132
o7 6,489 2,392. 2,938 6,591
Total 58,738 14,026 19,590 20,413

DURING & YEARS,

ory of the- nations it was in the lan?,
guage stereotyped by Mr. Kipling,
* Our Lady of the Snows.” The Can- !
adian winter was the glory of the
Canadian people, BN

Mr, Keir Hardie onrt'he \

|
L
|
1
Indian Question '

—— .
The fVamt Mercury reporter sec- |
ured an interview with Mr. Keir,

Hardie on his arrival in Durban on)
Tuesday last.

Inviting his atteution to- tho t0p1C ‘
ofAsmnc restriction, the interviewer
" asked Mr, Hardie if he had formed |
any definite impressions as the resulL
of his contact with opmmns in Aus- |
tralia, - ‘
Mr. Hardié replied that the pomt
of view in Australia was based upon |
the determination to make the land a |

‘white man’s country, Whl(.‘.h, in 7 s thurally we accept Mr. Smuts' 5w Ol'd
opinion, South Africa never could b,y ! for it.

because of the natives. But, irres-
pective of the merits of the matter as
between the two countries, his solu-
tion of the difficulty was to pay the
black man equal wages with the white.
“1t is all a question of wages,
"Hardie said.
“ There is thc questlon of the Aqla-

- tie trader.”

“Yes, I have noticed one thm;.,, ;
though, in the course of this Asiatic |
dispute.  All the outery against thes;
Indian appears to have come from |
the European trader, because it has
been his interest which is touched.
There wouldn’t have been half the’
fuss made about it if enly the working -

"man’s interest had been affected.” < B

“It is-the working man who is
making most of the romplamt here,
The “orktnﬂ men, besides, are quite
capable of lookmlr after themselves.” |

“I'm very (_rlad to hear you say so,
Mr. Hardie rejoined. _

En reply to further questions, Mr.
Hardie satd he considered such a-
means of re: tr\(tl(?] as he had sug-
aested defeys 1.'|L lt 11 he was ayreinst

-
|
" Mr
|

~ of messages and visitors d:uly

. Bis grateful thanks; it is impossible
! to acknowledge each individually.

! .1]d desite to thank the senders cor-
| Hiaily,

edition of Monday's S#ar.  Speaking
on the Asiatic settlement, Mr. Smuts

was made to say that .,
“ The religious sentiment turmned on a
question which  reflected  wpon  tieir
mother.  They said that it was =
diticult matter for them to say who their
molher was, but T contend that it is =
more difficult ln'lll-..r for them to say who

their father was.’

: It was perhaps hardly surprising that

. sucha remark should have produced a

| well-merited castwatlon in this morn- |

ing's Leader. . © Is it possible,” asks
our indignant contempeorary, * that a
| Minister of the Crown spoke thus?-
And does he'defend it?” Mr. Smuts's
answer is that, so far from wishing to
defend the remark he never even
made it.  What he reu.Hy said, we are

told, was to the effect that.

** I cannot see what greater objection
there s -to giving the name of the
mather than to giving the name of thz.
father,”

L.ate N ;eWS

Johannesburg, Friday.
" Registrationis proceeding smoothly.

20, on Wednesday 124, on Thursday
191, and until noon to-day 100. All
classes were represented, more than
go per cent. carefully giving 1o digits,
Hindus and Mahomedans alike. Mr 4
Essop Mia gave 1o digits; his cook
gave two thumb—prmts only ; stmllarly
other cases. There is no questlon of
compulsion,

Mr. Gandhi is progressing Splen—
didly, He receives a large number
Mr,
Gandhi requests everyboady to accept

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Doke have te-
ceived telegrams of thanks from all
Indian commumtles in South Africa

On Monday there were 7, onThuesday .

!

Introduced ... ... ...

Births ... ...

Deduet:- Deaths ...

Repatriated ...

I'otal increase in population

3

< 58,138
-+ 19,590

- 77,728
14026 0

£ 20,415 34,439

43,239

40% Women, 1o% Children, 50% Men.
RE-INDENTUKRES oF Malks
DuriNG 1907,

January
l"ebru'xry
March
April,
May
June -
July ...
August
September ...
October
November ...
December ...

Arproximare DISTRIBGTION

“ - INDIANS,

General Farnring

and small works

Sugar Estates

Coal Mines ... ..

Tea Fstates ...

N. G. Railways ...

| Iowmestic. service

Corperations

Brickyards, Stone

Quarries, &c. ...

Wattle Plantations-

Landing, & Shipping
Forwarding

Cos.,
Agents, .

:

indentured
Re-Tndentured

. - 153
“h . 170
R {11
“ee e 147
O 11+
L . 206
« . 220
156
cer w204
e sen ].'19
cer e 156
e eee 359
Total 2,227
or
. per cent.
25.5 6,78¢
288 7,31
1.5 2,000
7.4 1,729
5.0 T,238
1o.z ' 2,039
39 956
Jo 742
2.4 6o8
.
2.3 ..569

100.0 24,701

.. 20,657
4,104

24,761

P



