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R. Bhagat Ram Sabhgal, honorary preacher of

All India Aryan League, Delhi, who is at
present on a world tour has recently arrived

in Durbap after spending about ten months in East
Africa. Dr. Bhagat Ram’s object is to establish
Arya Samaj institutions where there are none and
to re-organise them where they are. While in East
Africa Dr. Bhagat Ram presided over the All East

Africa Yoaths Conference and was the president of

the reception committes of the Al East Africa
Aryan Conference. At Lugazi in Uganda he took
an active part in getting an Aryan Samaj temple
built. In Daresalam the Doctor presided over the
Leterary and All Religious Conferences, and
through his activities a girls’ school and a boys’
Gurokula are now under erection for which work
an amount of about 150,000 shillings was collected
at a poblic meeting on spot. On his arrival in
Derban Dr. Bhagat Ram was wecomed by the Arya
Pratinidhi Sabha whose honoured gaest he is and also
by the Arya Yuvak Sabha, the Bombay Presidency
Hindu Association and other religions and social
bodies. "My mission,” Dr. Bhagat Ram told a
representative of ours, “is to deliver a message of
universal brotherhood and peace.” Dr. Bhagat Ram
who is here with Mrs, Bhagat Ram and their three
children intends spending aboutsix months in South
Africa. In Dorban the Dector is staying at the
residence of Mr, R. K. Kapitan in Leopold Street.

At a farawell function arranged in his honour in
India Sir K. V. Reddi is reported to have said that
he was no longer a political leader or a non-Brahmin,
bor even an Indian but India’s representative of
South Africa. He is also reported to have said
that if no obstacles presented themselves he wonld,
in addition to his official duties, interest himself in
assisting South African Indians in the co-pperative
movements, in social uplift and in matters pertaining
to agriculture.

“

Mr, Benarsidas Chaturvedi writes in the Modsrn
Review :— ]

A erisis in fast approaching in Eaat Africa. With
the publication of the Hilton Young Commission’s
Report our struggle in Kast Afriea will assame a
hew phase and there i every danger of our position
being weakened as a consequence of the short-sight-
ed policy_ of the Conservative Governnment in
Engla:_:d, in giving more power to the Delamere
party in Kenya. It is therefore very necessary to
keep a close watch on the march of events in those
parts of Africa. It will bea great thing indeed if
some of our leaders conld go to Kenya and study the
Etuation on the spot. There is Mr. J. B, Pandya’s
offer of a free Passage,
got three or four of our leaders to proceed to Kast
Africa in a month or two 7 If the Motherland can-
not lend the services of fonr of her noble sons just
for three months at thia critical time in the history

of our people in Eagt Africa it wi
ey e 11 be really un-

Is it really impossible to

“Trained women to search women, girls and
children and take the whole custody of women
prisoners in the lock-ups, be attached to_the'Calcutta
police force as in other advanced countries,” was t_he
suggestion made by Mrs, Btanley, late Superin-
tendent, Women Metropolitan Police, Londgn.
There was an ample field for trained women police
at the railway stations to protect the stranded
women passengers from the hands of women
traffickers she said.

HINDU MISSIONARIES IN THE
UNION

E have amongst us two Hindu
W Missionaries—Dr. Bhagat Ram

Sahgal and Pandit Ramgovind
Shastri. They are coming from the Mothr-
land to visit their brethern in this far distant
land. Assuch we heartily welcome them
and hope their stay amongst us wil be
pleasant and fruitful. We will have the
pleasure of their company for about six
months. Both these gentlemen belong to
two distinct sects to Hinduism. Dr. Bhagat
Ram is an Arya Samajist and Pandit Ram-
goind Shastri is a Sanatanist. The latter
represents the orthodox Hindus who believe
in following the ancient customs and preju-
dices as stipulated by their ancestors no
matter whether they are faulty or otherwise.
They follow rather the letter than the. spirit
of the Vedas. Much reform is however
being made now by the more enlightened
Sanatanists, The former represents the fol-
lowers of Swami Dayanand Sarasvati, who
has made radical reforms in Hinduism by
adhering to the spirit of the Vedas, discard-
ing idolatory and other customs adopted
out of utter ignorance and miscalled reli-
gious customs, though having no religious
significance in them. Hinduism owes much
of its social reform to the Arya Samajists.
For instance Arya Samajists have been the
picneers in the movement of the removal of
untouchability and the uplift of the depressed

classes in India. We are_hewever, neither
supporters of the” Ty Sanatanist nor of
i gL
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the radical Arya Samajist. Both have their
merits and demerits. Both have done harm
to their community by their extremism. The
one has done so by their backwardness and
the other by going too forward. We do not
propose to enter into a discussion of these.
We are glad to learn that neither of the two
friends amongst us is an extremist.

There is much reform work needed to be
done among the Hindus in South Africa
and especially in Natal where the ignorant
class predominates. For instance, though
South Africa is a land where the Indian’s
right of existence is restricted there is one
door wide open for him where he is
welcomed whole-heartedly, and that is the
bar. To that temptation the Hindu has
succumbed as much as, if not more than, any
other sect. Anotherevil that needsto be eradi-

cated is the barbarous custom of ‘slaughter-

ing animals in their hundreds if not thou-
sands every year at Isipingo and other places
to place at the altar of the Goddess Kali,
and of piercing one’s own limbs with spikes,
and of fire-walking. Whatever little signi-

ficance these so-called religious customs

may have is year by year being lost because
the learned (?) priests who promote these
feats are making circus shows of them for
the benefit of the Europeans little realising
what asses they are making’of their brethren
in the eyes of the civilised world. No en-
lightened Hindus are interested in these
performances and it is time that they took
active steps to eradicate this evil. If this
evil is ended there will end also another
evil which is the outcome of the former
and which ruins the Indian labourer. That
evil is the evil of drink and gambling
that goes on during these annual festivals.
When one sees these things one is amazed
to think that a civilised Government could
allow such a state of affairs.

If our missionary friends from India
will restrict their activities to these and
other minor reforms amongst their co-
religionists we are sure their presence in
their midst wiil be a blessing. And we can
assure Dr. Bhagat Ram that that service
will be much more benificial and appreciated
than the addition of another convert to the
Vedic religion. We have a sufficient num-
ber to look after than burdening ourselves
with more,

WILL IT BE JUDICIOUS?

R. NEL, member tor Newcastle, has
asked the Minister of the Interior
questions connected with the con-

donation scheme, as to whether Messrs.
Motala, Lokhat and M. E. Lakhi were
granted exemption certificates and/or con-
donation certificates, and if so, whether they
had entered the Province by contravening
the law and if so what law they had contra-
vened ?  We do not know whether the three
gentlemen above-mentioned have applied
for and received condonation certificates or
whether they are legal residents and as such
holders of demicile certificates. We know
this much about them that they are old
residents and prominent members of the
mercantile community of this Province.

We do not know how far a member of the
House is justified in asking such questions
about individual cases nor how far the
Minister would be justified in allowing a
precedent of this sort to be established by
replying them, It is no small humiliation
for a person to have to admit a crime
and explain how he committed it before a
judicial authority but to make a song of it
in public after the crime has been condoned
is a worse humiliation, and we have our
doubts as to how far a disclosure of the
nature asked by Mr. Nel would be judicious.
We are not concerned so much about the
present questions and replies that may be
given by the Minister. What we are really
concerned about is the precedent that may
thereby be established for others in future
to follow, and it may ultimately result in
asking all the names of the condonees to be
gazetted together with the nature of the
crime of each condonee and how he com-
mitted it. If the Government is prepared
to reply to Mr. Nel's question it will have
to be prepared to do the latter too, which
would not be right for a member to suggest
nor for the Government to entertain. Is it
not sufficient that certain conditions were
stipulated which applicants for condonation
were supposed to fulfil? And were these
conditions not published? Does Mr. Nel
doubt that the Government Department
has given applicants certificites where they
were not enittled to obtain them? Apart
from other considerations Mr. Nel's query
amounts to casting a reflection on the
Government's credibility,. \We hope the
Minister will nip the evil in the bud by res
fusing to reply to the question put to him,
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In The House Of Assembly

Queries By Mr. Nel On Indian Question

On Tuesday in the House of Assembly Mr. Nel
member for New Castle asked the Minister of the
Interior:

{1} Whether a deputation of Indiang was recently
received by him; if so

(2) Whether representations were made by them
in favour of the amendment of the Tranavaal laws
respecting occapation and ownership of land by
Asiatics in the Transvaal:

(3) Whether representations were made to amend
the licensing lawe in the Transvaal and Natal or in
either Province;

(4) Whether it is the policy of the Goverament
to grant further concessions to Indians; and, if so,
to what extent; and

(5) What steps have been taken under the Union-
Indian Agreement to grunt facilities to Asiatica (a)
for teachnical education; (b) for primary eduncation;
(o) for secondary education; and (d) for university
oducation?

Dr. Malan replied: (1) Yes; (2} No; (3) No; (4) No.

(5) Under the Union-Indian Agreement the Union
Government conld not, and did not, make any
promise going beyond ita conatitutional powers, and
in so far as certain branches of education are not
under its control or only indirectly so it eould not
bind itself to grant facilities in respect of such types
of edncation.

() Teachnical sducation in the larger urban centres
is by Act 30 of 1923 placed under the control of
antonomous teachnical collegea, To such of these
institutions as do not offer classes for coloured or
Indian stodents circalar letters were sent by the
Secretary for Edncation on the instruction of the
Minister drawing attention to the possible needs of
these students in their respective aress;

(b) and (c): Primary and secondary education is
8 Provincial matter, bat the attention of Provincial
authorities in Natal has besn directed to the needs
of the Indian community in that Province by the
Minister, as a result of which an fnquiry wag held
and certain steps taken by the Provincial Adminis-
tration for the improvement and the provision of
better facilities for Indian education.

(d) University institutions under various Acts of
Parliament control admission of their students, but
the needs of Indian stndents have becn repressuted
to the Council of the Sonth African Native College,
Fort Hare, and provision for their admission to this
institation has, it is understood, been made,

On Condonation

Mr. Nel, hags addreesed the following further
query to the Minister of the Interior:—

“Whether (a) Motala of the firm of motala, Ltd.,
merchant, Durban; and (b) Jockhst, of the firm of
Lockhat, Ltd., wholesale merchaots, Durban; and
{(c) M. E. Lakhi, of the firm of Takhi, Ltd., whole-
sale merchants, Greytown. Natal, have been granted
exemption certificates and [or condonation certifi-
cates by the Minister; and if 8o (2) whether thege
Indiane entered the Union in contravention of the
Immigration laws of Natal, and, if 86, in contra-
vention of what law?

The Minister has not yet replied.

[Note: We comment on th i
articlen g SO n theabove in onr leading

Transvaal Notes

( FroM OUR OwN CORRESPONDENT )
Johannesburg 14th Feb. 1929,

Transvaal Indian Congress

A mass meeting was held on tth Feb, at 4 p.m. in
the Patidar Hall to protest against the Licensing
Laws, especially against the witholding of the certi-
ficates for licences.

Mr. M. D. Bharoochi President of the Transvaal
Indizn Congress was in the chair, sapported by the
vice-president Me. C. K. T. Naidoo, the Rev. B. I..
E. Sigamoney, Messrs. L. W. Ritch, E. Mall, S. B.
Medh, B. K, Patel, E. I, Ashabhai, 8. M. Desai, P.
K. Desai and many others,

The chairman made a very telling speech and
called upon the community to face the new danger.
He appealed to them to support the South African
Indian Congress which body was the only one re-
presenting the voice of the people. He briefly out-
lined the different laws as affecting the Indian
traders.

The Rov. Sigamoney was called upon to speak.
He saiq that this was the greatsst crisis the Indians
had to face in this country, All others were egerious
but not of the gravity of this one. Indians stood to
lose nearly a million poands worth of goods and if
no remedy was found ruination siared them in the
face. He appealed to tha house to have faith in the
righteousness of their cause becanse that would
enable them to achieve victory.

Mr. Pragjl Desai also spoke and gave a brief
sammary of what transpired at the South African
Indian Congresy, Messrs. L. W, Riteh, 8, M. Desai,
8. B. Medh and Patel spoke on similar lines.

The meeting was very enthusiastic and a pledge
was given to loyally suapport the S.A.I. Congress,

At

Deputation Te Mayor Of Johaanesburg

A depatation from the Transvaal Indian Congress
waited on the Mayor of Johannesburg on Tharsday
14th instant at 11-30 a.m., the Town Clerk being
present in an advisory capacity.

The spokesman of the deputation was the Rev. B.
L. E. Sigamoney, and the others being Messra, M.
D. Bharoochi (President T.L.C.), D. M. Nursoo
(Secty. T.1.C.), E. Mall (Secretary S.A.1.0.), C. K. T.
Naidoo (Vice-President T.I.C.), S. B. Medh and
P. K. Desai.  The question was the withholding of
certificates to trado.

Rev. Sigamoney pointed ont how great was the
panic among the Indian merchants because of the
uncertainty of the whole position. Not only was
this fear in the min s of Indians but very much so
in the minds of Europesn merchants, Shippers
oversead were curtailing the trade facilities, in-
sarance companies were fearing the danger. Indian
merchanta stood to lose thousands. He appealed to
the Mayor to realise the gravity of the position. Rev.
Sigamoney said the Indians only asked that they be
treated as justly as the European peoples would like
to be treated themselves, The next point was the
penalty. Anyone who trades and does not obtain
his certificate by 1st February is lizble for parsecn-
tion and fine, The Indians argned that it was not
their favlt hence they should not be called upon to
pay.

The Mayor in reply sympathised very much with
the Indians’ cause but he said that these laws were
Government measures and they had to administer
them no matter what they felt on the subject. He
was sorry for the delay but as the Town Council
was consulting two of its eminent lawyars they

would have to wait till thelr opinion was secnrad.
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He said the Counecil desired to be quite fnir and just
to the Indians, :

The deputation left feeling that at least Mayor
Fearnhead was desirous of doing the right thing
by the Indian community.

Colonial Born Indian Association

The annual general meeting of tho Colonial Born
Indian Association was held on the 4th Feb. 1929 at
9 p.m. in the Trades Hall presided over by Mr. D.
M. Nursoo. A very good attendance of members
was recorded. The meeting was enthusiastic when
one considers that the Association gues to sleep the
greater part of the year. The Secretary Mr. V. M,
Moodley read the report in which he mentioned the
activities of the Association. The two chief things
they did were to welcome the Right Hon. V. S, S.
Sastri and to bid farewell to their President Dr. W.
Godfrey, and a mass meeting of Colonial born
Indians to protest against the Liquor Bill.

The Secretary’s report was passed but the Trea-
gurer's report and balance sheet wers not passed as
the auditor’s report showed a serioua state of affairs.
A special commiitee was appointed to investigate
and report. _

A number of young men who were under the in-
fluence of liquor caused considerable annoyance by
their rowdy behaviour. The scene was disgracefual
when prominent members came to hot words and
uged most disgusting langnage. Men who aspire to
be leaders ought to be able to moderate their lang-
unage, Thia is deliberately mentioned so that they
might read and. learn.

The following new officiale were elected : —

Patron Dr. Wm. Godfrey, Vice-Patron Mr. N.
Naidoo, President My, D, M. Nursoo, Vice-Presidents
Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney, Messre. J. 8. Andrews,
John Peters, C. Poonen, A. D. Williams and V., S.
Naicker; Hon, Secretary Mr. V. M, Moodley, Hon.
Treasurer Mr. 8, Ramdyall Singh, Auditors Messra,
K. N. Singh and Himdad IChan,

The Committes was not elected as the meeting
was closed owing to a distarbance ontside,

The Colonial Born Indian Association if they are
to command the respect of the Indian public in
South Africa, then the bebaviour that was manifest-
od at the annual meeting sbould at once stop be-
canse they will certainly not get a hearing from
the Government if they have men who de not
know how to behave themselves in public.

Transvaal Hotel Employees’ Union

The annual general meeting of the Transvaal
Hotel Employees’ Union was held on Friday Lst
inst., in the Trades Hall at 9 p.m. All the hotels
were represented and a very good meeting was held.
Mr. D. Ernest, President in the cbair, was supported
by the Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney, Messra. R. M. John,
Frank Francie, and Sampson Paul (treasurer). ‘I'he
Secretary Mr. D. R, James read the report of last
vear’s work and it showed a steady progress in the
bailding of the Union, The chaotic condition in
which it existed doring the last five years and with
jts sabsequent litigation left its mark wapon the
Union for the worst. The Secretary’s report showed
that there was muoh yet to be achieved.

The report also mentioned the disabilities the
Indian waiters are suffering owing to the Liquor
Act of 1929, The Union, it said, was indebted to
the Transvaal Indian Congress and the South Afri-
can Indian Congress for the way they supported the
hotel employees in getting redress. The Secretary
mentioned the valuable help and advice the Rev.
B. L. E. Sigamoney rendered to the Union at all
times. .

Owing to the treasurer Mr. Sampson Paul being
away as a delegate at the South African Indian Con-

gress the balance sheet was not ready. The meeting
decided that it be submitted to a goneral meeting
within a fortnight. .

Considerable anxiety was felt in regard to the
olections and it was felt that a change should be
made in the presidentship for the year. Mr. Willie
Ernest was agked to stand baot he declined and so
did the Rev, Sigamoney. On the strong recom-
mendation and advice of the Rev. B, L. E. Siga-
money, Mr. 8. B. Medh was proposed and Mr. D.
Ernest was again proposed a8 an amendment, Mr.
S. B. Medh was carried by a great majority with
acclamation, .

The following were elected Vice-Presidents :—

Rev. B. L, E. Sigamoney, Merssrs. R. M. John, D.
Ernest, C. Poonen, 8. P. Francis. For the post of
secretaryship there were three candidates Messrs,
Harry D. Ernest, P. Ramsey and Alex Bennet. Mr.
Alex Bennett was elested by an overwhelming
majority.

There is overy sign that by the infusion of new
bleod into the Union everything will work smoothly
and that the Union will not go to sleep as it did the
last five years. Qreat credit isa due to Mr. D. R.
James for taking on the secretaryship at a time
when the ex-President and the members of the
Union were at great variance as to the policy of the
Union. He quistly restored the Union to ita present
footing and helped to olean the stables of much that
was undesirable,

/ Mr. Sastri In Bombay

On his arrival at Bombay last Saturday Mr, Sastri
was given a warm reception and received numerons
messages of welecome whieh inelunded one from the
Viceroy, the Governor of Bombay, Mahatma Gandhi
and Sir Sahib Habibullah, member of the Viceroy's
Executive Couneil.

Interviewed by Reuter, Mr. Sastri, in referring to
the conditions of the natives in South Africa eaid:
“I kave not made a careful stndy of the subject be-
canse it does not form part of the duties of the agent
of the Government of India, but occasionally a desire
has been expressed by thesa classes of people that
Indiane should co-operate with them in their
struggles and with the few Indians similarly in-
clined, I set my face_against such a move.

* A prrttromn ofber reasons there is one considera-
tion which is conclusive on the matter. Once In-
dians have identified themselves, or closely associated
themselves with other people, the Government of
India cannot belp thewn. and without the backing of
the Government of India our commaunity would be
lost.”

Mr. Sastri, referring to the establishment of Indo-
Eunropean Leagues in Johannesburg and Darban,
gaid that individnal Karopeans had always been
friendly to the Indians’ causge, but the leagnes serve
to bring about co-operation between Indians and
Europeans, the occasion for which will alwaya exist.

Heo added that 83ir Karma Reddi had produced the
best impression and Mr. Sastri was contident that
Sir Reddi’s term would be attended by excollent re-
sulte as he had already wou the eateem and goodwill
of both Earopeans and Indiana,

Myr. Sastri declined to express his opinion at
present on Indian polities.

One Element Of Hope

Speaking at a pnblic meeting held to welcome
him, Mr. Sustri said that such improvement as there
now was in the South African Indian sitnation was
not due personally to him, but u goud deal of it was
really baosed on good understanding between the
Houath African Government and the political repre-
sentatives of the Indian community.

The most remarkable feature of hig mission was
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that he received, while in South Africa, th? nn-
stinted confidence of the Government of India on
the one hand and of Mabatma Gandhi on the other.
“What a lncky man [ was to be the medinm of com-
plete co-operation and exchange of mutunal confi-
dence between these two agencies—the Governm_ent
of India and Mahatma Gandhi (langhter) for with-
ont his continned moral support it wonld not have
been possible for me to maintain throughout my
work that relation of intimate confidence which it
was my fortune to preserve with my friends,” he
said.

Mr. Sastri added that the improved Indian situs-
tion in South Africa was but the beginning of a
more hopeful situation in other parts of the Empire
wherever Indiana and Europeans were thrown into
mutual contact. It was the Indian sitnation in Sounth
- Africa which was the key {o the situation in other
parts of the Empire and he was satisfled that the
Sounth African sitnation wounld improve in time until
it was changed ount of all recognition.

Mr. Sastri arged Indians to send to South Africa
every or two the best possible representative of
Indian culture, not only to ensble Indiana there to
replenish themselves from the orginal sonrce, but to
raise them in the eyes of the European community,

Mr. Sastri Before Students

Mr. Sastri did not have such a patient hearing
when he later addressed a meeting consisting mostly
of stadents, on the basic idea governing the Indian
sitnation in South Africa. Mr. Sastri declared that
it must be remembered that they were not writing
on a clean glate in South Africa, bat were cirenm-
scribed by a nnmber of limitations imposed by Im-
perial understandings, Every part of the Empire
had the right to determine the character of its civil-
isation, standard of living and the character of its
pablic institutions. India had the same right, thongh
she did not choose to exercise it.

Mr. Sastri instanced Sonth. African laws working
against the Indian commnunity, snch as the Supreme
Court decision that Indians could not own lands.
He Baid the only remedy which conld be suggested
was to pass a law of indemnity, but the Union Par-
}:ament, a8 it was at present, would not pass such a

W.

However, there was one element of hope and that
was the sympathy which some Earopeans in Sonth
Africa had for the Indian canse. If Indians played
the cards in their hands with skill and moderation
even a law of indemnity wus not beyond practical

politiW

Natal Indian Congress
Annual Geneﬁh Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the annual
general meeting of the Natal Indian Con-
gress will be held at the Parsee Rustomjee
Hall, Queen Street, Durban, on Sunday
17th March 1929 at 2-30 p-m.

Agenda: Minutes, Secretary’s report,
Treasurers’ Financial Repert, Revision of
Rules, Election of Officials, General.

SORABJEE RUS TOMJEE,

Indian - National Congress

Momentous Calcutta Session

(From the ‘HixpU,” Madras)
Calcutta, Dec. 29.

( Confinued from page 6£)

The Compromise Resolution

GANDHIII'S MOTION

Gandhiji ascended the rostrom amid repeated
applause and eries of “Vande Mataram” and taking
his seat on the table, moved the resolution passed by
a majority at the Subjects Committee, The follow-
is the text of the resolntion :~—

This Congress having considered the comsti-
tation recommended by the All-Parties’ Com-
mittee Report, welcomes it as a great contri-
bution towards the solation of India’s political
and communal problems, and congratulates the
Committee on the virtnal unanimity of its re-
commendations; and whilst adhering to the
resolution relating to Independence passed at
the Madras Congress, approves the constitution
drawn up by the Committee as a great step in
political advance, especially as it represents the
largest measure of agreement attained among
the important parties in the country.

Subject to the exigencies of the political
situation, this Congrese will adopt the consti-
tution if it is accepted in its entirety by the
British Parliament on or before the 31st De-
cember 1929; but in the event of its non-
acceptance by tbat date or its earlier rejection,
the Congress will organise a campaign of non.
violent non-co-operation by advising the country
to refnse taxation and in such other manner as
may be decided upon.

Consistently with the above, nothing in this
resolution shall interfere with the carrying on
of propaganda in the name of the Congress for
the goal of complete national independence,

Speaking in Hindi he said that if he had found a
better remedy than the Nehra Report he wounld not
have moved this resolation. The Congress must
cast its vote carefully withont any consideration of
any person,

The following is a translation of Mahatma Gaodhi’s
speech :—

“If you want India to be free, give up talking
about Independence and Dominion Status. Re-
member only this much, that Bwaraj is that alone
which may make us feel in our heart of hearta that
we have obtained what we wanted to achieve.” He
gaid ke had come all the way from Sabarmati Ash-
ram to support the Nehrn Report because the report
was the direct outcome of the mandate of the
Madras Congress which appointed it. “This is a
sort of Swaraj for the country to-day, and I cannot
say what will happen to-morrow. We mugt fight
for truth. Those who give ap trath, honounr and
pledge, and tradition cannot attain Swaraj, as they
are unfit for it.”

Contint_ling. he urged the delegates to honour the
compromise which their leaders had arrived at in

President, th_edS';lbj‘?:;sthmmitteo. "Ifhyoét honestly think,”

- sald he, “that I am lowering the Congress flag, then

-{g é?. KéﬁETEHER} s-"--"f"f- 8plt on me and do not listen to me. 1 do not wish

‘ . ‘K. ¢cretaries, you to vote for this resolation, simgl_y becanse it is
Woowlodge lewdw 10 wnity;, and ignotsnne | T.ove laboury if you need t¢ H8t foi fobds you

0 Aenesiy,

iny, fur phyaig,
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my resolution; but do so only if you are prepared to
work out the programme chalked out for yon., If
you reject this resolution, you must elect anothor
president, becanse it is be who is bLehing this res»-
Intion.”

Gandhiji deprecated dirty tactics nsed for securing
8 majority of delegates, which he said wonld delay
Swaraj, 'I{ yon want Swaraj, you -must purge
yourself of this dirt,” concluded Gandhiji amid
lond and continued applanse.

There was some confusion among the andience
not only becanse Gandhiji’s voice was low and could
not reach much heyond the rogtram, but aleo be-
cause the loud apeakers failed. Shouts of “Can't
hear one syllable” were raised, to which Gandhiji
replied, [ have not said anything material for youn
to hear.”

Dr. Ansari Seconds Motion

Mr, 8. Srinivasa Iyengar, whose name appeared
on the agenda as the seconder, did not come forward,
In his place Dr. Ansari seconded it, He said it was
the best cure to solve the communal and political
problems of the country. It had the maximum
gnpport behind it. The resolution gave fall liberty
to work for complete independence. Some young
men did not agree with the resolution but he appeal-
ed to them to use their forces for achieving a united
stand against the common enemy. Our forces should
be centralised on one subject, namely, getting onr
demands laid down in the Nohru Report accepted.
If the Government failed to yield to their demand
they would once again take up the powerful weapon
of non-co-operation. He knew that some young
inen would be displeased with him, hut he felt it
his duty to stand by the Nehvrn Reaport.

Mr. Subash Bose’s Amendment

Mvr. Subash Chandra Bose moved the following as
amendment to Mahatma Gandhki’s resolution :—

“(1) This Congress adheres to the decision of
the Madras Congress declaring Complete In-
dependence to be the goal of the Indian people
and is of opinion that there can be no true free-
dom till the British connection is severed,

(2) This Congress accepts the recommenda-
tions of the Nehru Committee ae agreed to by
the Luoknow All-Parties’ Conference for the
settloment of communal differences,

{3) This Congress congratulates the Nehrn
Committes on their patriotic Jabours and, while
it does not necept Dominion Status as the basis
of the recommended constitation, is of opinion
that the other recommendations contained in
the report constitute a step towards politieal
ailvance, and, without committing iteelf to overy
detail, generally approves of them,”

Mr. Subash Bose was followed by Mr. Sutyamurti,
})r. Besant, and others who also spoke on the reso-
ution.
Night Session Of Congress

Intenso exciternent provailed when the Congress
amsembled after & short interval., Brisk canvassing
whs proceeding in every Provincial block separately
by both the rival sections. The Independence Party
sppeared to be more ensrgetic and carried their can-
vapsing with brief speeches as well.

It was 915 p.an. when Mabatmaji arrived to
answer to tho criticisms levelled against his resolu-
tion and rely on the judgment of the House,

The visitors’ gailories were deserted and there was
a geramble among the delegates to be in their res-
pective provineial blocks lest there shonld be any
difficulty experienced at the voling time. But the
300 delegates from Utkal were not present as a pro-
test npainet the alleged refusal of permission to have
their points for the separation of the Oriya.speaking
arens dischpend n the Bubjects Comrmitiee,

Pandit Jawaharlal Supports Amendment

In sapporting Mr. Subash Bose's amendment,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said that it was not easy to
opposo a teotion of Mahatma Gandhi with confidence,
Mahatma Gandhi was the biugest of robels and {f
even India wonld rebel Mahatma Gandhi would lead,

The question before you is very simple. It is, do
you want Independence or Dominion Status? I
maust respectfnlly ask my elders whether any conntry
in the world excopt the British Dominions, vnder.
stand anch a stitns. No nation has ever rmacrificed
its gons for snch a status. The banner of indepen-
dence was hoisted at the Madras Congress and sincs
then the Nehru Committee Report bad come, but,
althongh we regpect this report, we do not wish to
malke it our ideal. In the messages of greetings re-
ceived and read the other day not a word had come
from the English people. I do not wish that you
should be carried away by passion but consider pro-
perly whal is to be your ideal, My personal opinion
is that India ghonld stand for complete indepen-
dence.”

At this stage the Hounse was getting impatient and
there was a demand for a closare motion from all

sides,
Gandhiji’s Reply To Debate

Raplying to the debate Mahatma Gundhi said that
his remarks were principally addressed to Young
Bengal and if they considered for one moment that
mere Gujarat conld not understand young Bengal
then he would say that young Bengal would commit
the most eerions blunder. “I want to make my
position abaolutely clear that i€ you are wise yon
muat diemise from yonr mind the bogey of In-
dependence versna Dominion Status, There is no
such thing aé to who is incorrect in a controvorsy
between Dominicnh Status and Independence. I for
one do not want dominion stalns that might inter-
fere with my growth, that is independence. We are
the architects of oir destiny, 'The architects of the
Nehru Report are our countryinen appointed by
you. There is no hand on the part of the Govern-
ment in the framing of the docament. The docn-
ment owes ite origin to the Madras Congress and {t
was by this Madras Qongress that this Committee
wag appointed. ) -

*“The question has been agltating my mind dven
since last evening that there was going to be a serious
amendment to ba moved, The reaolution I have
submitted to you is the direct resnlt of a compro-
mige. The resolution that I had originally framed
was moved before the Subjects Committes In thé
way of some kind of an informal ecompromise and
gome kind of an understanding. There wers many
heads behind that resolntion and there wis the in-
tention to placdte a8 many men as possible, I do
not want, therefore, to suggesi that yoo are bound
by this resolution of cothpromise, but [ do want to
say that those who are supposed to be bound should
not ran away with the idea that It has besn throst
upon them, Here I am making an appeal that that
sentiment is wrong. You will have independence on
your lips 08 the Moslems utter the ndime of Alla on
their lips, All that mnttering of mantra shows that
independence will be marely an empty formula,

“I snggest that if those who wers bobind this com-
promise snbsequently found that they bad commit-
ted n blander and they are penitent, then [ say that
ponitence {8 mnda of sterner atuff, It {p not made
by amendments. There are other drastic stepa to bo
taken, If yon are nnt prepared to stand by yonr
own worids of compromise, then where will in-
dependence bo ? Independence, aftec all, is made
of sternor stuff. It iz not made by wriggling of
words.

If you want tn vindicate the honour of the nation
becanan the Vineroy insnlts us or tho Prenident of
the Juropean Ohamber of Commerae, then you are
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dragging independence into the mire. Why are you
labonring under an inferiority complex that within
a year we shall not be able to marshal our forces
and snmmon to ourselves the strength we need ? If
you will help me and follow the programme honest-
ly and intcliigently. I promise that Swaraj will come
within a year. If you can stand with courage, with
breast before the butlet, then I cin promise, you ean
get all that yon possibly desire.

Do pot be afraid of long-drawn-ont agony. In
the present state of the country, when we cannot
trust onr brothers and sisters, our parents and party
leaders, when we have no sense of honour, when we
cannot allow words to remain nnaltered for 24 hours,
do not talk of independence. But, if you will de-
velop that calm courage and honesty of purpose and
that determination which will refuse to accept ‘mo’
for an answer to your demand, then I promise what
the tallest among us can possibly desire,

“It ent me to the quick when I heard that dele-
gates’ ticketis bad passed hands and were sold like
bills of exchange and rates increased as days went
on. Ttis discreditable to the Congress and 1 say
yon are not going to get independence by thesa
methods. On the other hand, you are forging your
own shackles from which there will be no escape.

*I want to abide by that compromiss becanse our

. leadera have entered into a compromise, but if you
think it not a matter of honour, if you think that
the independence of your country i8 lost if yom
accept ihe resnintion, I have to sabmit to you that
you can throw ont the resolntion hy an overwhelm-
ing majority or any majority whatsoever. Swaraj
is my birthright as much as the breath in my nos-
trils is my birthright. 1f you follow the pragramme
of work with honesty and intelligence I promise
Dominion Status within onse year.”

Tt was qunarter to eleven when Mahatma Gandhi
finished his speech, The House rejected all amend-
ments moved to the resoluation.

Finally the ammendment of Mr. Sabash Chandra
Bose was put in an atmnsphere of excitement and
speculation, Mesars. Sen Gupta, Subash Bose, Ansari,
Jawaharlal, Girdbarilal and Raja Rao supervised the
faking of votes in the respective blocks, in each of
which there were two tellers.

Geandhiji’s Motion Carried

At 1 in the morning the Congress divided after
five hours' debate on the question of Dominion
Status versus Independence. Gandhiji’s rosolntion
for the acceptance of Dominion Statns oconstitution
recommended by the Nehrn Committes wae passed
.amidst enthusiastic cheers.

The amendment of Mr. Subssh Chandra Bose re-
pudiating Dominion Status and laying down Inde-
plagggence as India’s goal was lost by 973 vote against

i RN !

Scenes At Counting

Disorderly scenes were witnessed in the Bengal
block when the tellers were counting the votes of
delegates provines by province. Cries of “Traitors,
betrayers” were showered on those who voted against
the amendment. This drew sharp rebuke from
Pandit Motilal Nehru. Bafore the resnlt of the
divigion was announced Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn
said : “The Preeident wishes to inform the dele.
gates that he had personally noticed that a section of
the Bengal delegates wers not conducting themse]ves
in a proper manner. Those who were voting against
the amendment were harassed in every possible
manner, which made it difficult for the tellers to
carry on their work,”

Mr. Subash Chandra Bose was heard to protest
against 1his observation wherenpon Pandit Jawahar-
lal Kehru retorted, “I have personally heard sup-
porters of the resolution being called traitors and

hotrayoers .
{ To ba Continusd J

The Story of My Experiments

"~ With Truth |
[(Br M. X. GANDHI]
Part V, Chapter 1V,

SHANTINIKETAN

From Rajkot I proceeded to Shantiniketan. The
teachers and stwdents overwhelmed me with affection.
The reception was a beautiful combination of simpli-
city, art and love. It was here I met Kakasaheb
Kalelkar for the firat time,

I did not know then why Kalelkar was called
‘Kakasaheb,’ But I learnt Iater on that Sjt. Kea-
havrao Deshpande, who was a contemporary and a
close friend of mine in England, and who had
condneted a echool in the Baroda State called
‘Ganganath Vidyalaya, bad given the teachers’
family names with a view to investing the Vidyalaya
with a family atmoesphere. Sjt. Kalelkar, who was
a teacher there, camse to be called ‘Kaka’ (lit. paternal
uncle), Phadke was called ‘Mama’ (lit. maternal
uncle), snd Harihar Sharma received the name
‘Anna’ (lit, brother). Others also got similar names.
Anandanand (Swami) as Kaka’s friend and Patwar-
dhan (Appa)as Mama’s friend later joined the family,
and all in course of time became my aqo-workers
one after apother. 3jt. Desphande himself used to
be called ‘Saheb.’ When the Vidyalaya had to be
dissolved, the family aléo broke up, but they never
gave up their gpiritual relationship or their assumed
names. '

Kakasaheb went out to gain experiences of diff.
erent institutions, and at the time I went to Shanti-
niketan, he happened to be thera. Chintaman
Shastri, belonging to the same fraternity, was there
also. Both helped there in teaching Sanekrit,

The Phenix family had been assigned seperate
quarters at Shantiniketan. Maganlal Gandbi was
at their head and he had made it his bugineas to see
that ail the rulea of the Pheenix Ashrvam shonld be
scrupulously observed. 1 saw that by dint of his
love, knowledge and preseverance, he had made his
fragrance felt in the whole of Shantiniketan.

Andrews was there, and also Pearson., Amongst
the Bengali teachers we came in fulrly olose contact
with Jagadanandbabm, Nepalbabu, Bantosbabm,
Khitimohanbabn, Naginbabu, Sharadbabu and
Kalibabu, - - -

As s my wont, I quickly mixed with the teachers
and students, and engaged them fn a discusslon on
self-help. 1 put it to the teachers that if they and
the boys dispensed with the services of paid covks
and cooked their food themselves, it wounld enable
the teachers to control the kitohen from the point
of view of the boys’ physieal and moral health, and
it would afford to the studente an object-lesson 1n
self-help. One or two of them were inolined to
shake their heads. Some of them strongly approved
of the proposal. The boys weloomed it if only be-
canse of their instinctive taste for novelty. So we
lannched the experiment. Wheén I invited the Poet
to express his opinion, he said that he did not mind
it provided the teachers were favourable. To the
boys he said, ‘The experiment contains the key to
Swaraj.’ o

Pearson began to wear away his body in making
the experiment a snccess, He threw himeelf into it
with zest. A bateh wue formed to ont vegetables,
another to clean the grain, and so on, Naginbabu
and others nndertook to see to the sanitary cleaning
of the kitchen and its sarronndings. It was a de-
light to me to see them working spade in hand.

Bat it was too muoch to expect the hundred and
twenty-five hoys with their teachers to tuke to thim
work of physleal Jubous 1ihe Heh to water, 'Thure

nged to be daily discusslons, Bome began early to
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show fatigne. But Pearson was not the man to be
tired. One would always find him with his smiling
face doing something or other in or abont the kitchen.
He bad taken upon bhimseelf the cleaning of the
bigger utensils. A party of students played on their
silar before this cleaning party in order to beguile
the tedinm of the operation, All alike took the
thing up with zest and Bhantiniketan became a
busy hive,

Changes like these when once begun always
develop. The Phwenix party’s kitchen was not only
a self-conducted one, but the food cooked in it was
of the simplest. Condiments were eschewed. Rice,
dal, vegetables and even wheat flonr were all cooked
at one and the same time in a steam-cooker, And
Shantiniketan boys started a similar kitchen with a
view to introducing reform in the Bengali kitchen,
One or two teachers and some stndents ran this
kitchen.

The evperiment was, however, dropped after
some time. T am of opinion that the famons instit-
ution loat nothing by having conducted the experi-
ment for a brief interval, and some of the experiences
gained could not but be of help to the teachers.

1 bad intended to stay at Shantinilcetan for some
time but fate had willed it otherwige. I had hardly
been there a2 week when I received from Poona a
telegram about Gokhale’s death. Shantiniketan was
immersed in grief. All the members came over to
me to express their condolences. A special meating
was called in the Ashram temple to mourn the
national logs. It was a solemen fanetion. The same
day, 1 left for Poona with my wife and Maganlal,
All the rest stayed at Shantiniketan..

Andrews accompanied me up to Burdwan. ‘Do
yon think,’ he asked me, ‘that a time will come for
Satyagrah in India? And if so, have you any idea
when it will come?

‘1% is difficult to say,’ said I, ‘For one year I am
to do nothing. For Gokhale took from ms a promise
that I should travel in India for gaining experience
and express no opinion on public questions nntil I
bave finished the period of probation. Even after
the year ia over, I will be in no harry to speak and
pronounce opinions, And so I do not snppose there
will be any occasion for Satyagraha for five years
or 8o,

I may state in this connection that Gokhale unsged
to laugh at some of my ideas in [Hind Swaraj
{ Indian Home Rule) gnd say: After you have stayed
& year in India, your views will correct themselves.’s

[ MAX LEVY
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