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INDIAN HOUSING

HE Indian community bas reason to be gratefnl to
11‘ the Central Housing Board for its very illami-
nating report on the sanitary and housiog con-

ditions of Indisns in and around Durban. The report
in valuable more for what it reveals than for what it

recommends. “ Whereas the Corporation {of Durban )
bas done a great deal for the better homsing of Europeans
in its area, little or nothing in this reapect has been done
for the Indian population other than for those sctuslly
in municipal employment,” The Indian monicipsl em-
ployees are housed in barracke—a system of housing
which the Committee characterises as “ one of the great-
estevils.” The Tramway Barracks and the Magazine
Barracks are go constructed and tepanted that it will
be difticult to ensure adequate sanitary supervision over
these quarters,” The Power Station Barracks *had
been condemned as unfit for human Labitation * and yet
Indian employees have been housed in them, though
temporarily. So much then for the vannted solicitude
of the Durban Corporation for the welfare of the poorer
Indians over which Mr. Mayor Eaton waxed to eloquent
and shed such orocodile tears, snd denounced Indians
for doubting the good faith and benevolence of the Cor-
poration towards its Indian residents. The Committee
admits that there is very littee Corporation land available
for housing ; bnt at the same time it quietly ignores
and by implication, turns down, the Corporation’s
peraistent plea for an Indian village at Cato Manor. It
ssseris that there are several vacant pieces of ground
oodLiguons to Indinn-owned properiies in wards 4 and 6
of the Borongh " spitable for Indian housing. It finds
that some land in the Eastern Viei is also available and
snitable for the porpose. Thus every ope of the state-
ments, contentions and recommendations of the Corpo-
ration in se; aside. The indictment is clinched when

the Committee prefixes one of its recommendations by the -

words, *if the Connoil is really desirons of doing its daty
towards the Indian population........." | The implication
is obvious,
* The Committee admits tacitly if not expressly, the
justice of the contentions of the Indian community,
Besides the matters referred to in the above paragrapbs,
it admits that the absence of Indiun Tepresentation on
the Health Boards is g * very resl grievance;” that the
Indian criticism of the eystem of rating in the peri-Dur-
ban areas based on flat rates ingtesd of valuation of
properties “ can hardly be controverted” and that the
Tate of interest charged on unpaid rates at ten per cent,
per month is & “ hardship.

The recommendsations of the Committee are sound as

8 far as they go, bat they might easily have been more -

bold, more adequate and less halting. It proposes that
the sum of £50,000 earmarked for Indian housing shonld
b_e 8plit up, and £25,000 be given to the Dorban  Muni-
cipaltiy for building houses in the Eastern Vlei, and the

-
s

balance of £25,000 be divided between the Corporation
and the Health Boarda to be ntilised in granting loaus
to Indiane who own land in which they intend to build
honses for themselves, While the principles underlying
these recommendations are admirable, the moneys made
available are inadeqnate in the extreme, The Committee
may well have recommended that a much larger grant
should be made, may be, spresd over a number of years,
until the bousing question is satisfactorily solved. We
welcome the recommendation of the Committee that land
within the Borough should be made available for-Indian
housing, that the Corporation shounld baild two and three
roomed cottages, and not barracks for Indians; that
they shonld sell some land in the borough, in wards ¢
aud 6 withont the anti-asiatic clause, and that peri-Dur-
ban Health Boards should give loans to Indians with
laud to build honses. The Committe’s suggestion that
Indian Advisory Committee should be given statutory
recognition and that the Administrator should remit for
reconsideration or over-rule the Health Boards when
they bave differences with the Indian Advisory Boards,
may bave been more firm and prouonnced. The same
may be said of the rates of interest on arrears of rates,
and the flat-rating system. A wiore definite recommen-
dation that these should go would have been more help-
fal. '

Despite these criticisms and regrets, we heartily welcome
the report. Ir has demonstrated in the most authorita-
live manuer that the responsibility for insanitation and
bad housing of the Indian community rests largely with
public anthorities, and not on the Indians themselves,
The Committee bears witness to the fact that where the
Indian gets the chanece, he lives hetter, Referring to
Indian housing in peri-Durban areas, the Committes
records that, “bad housing and insanitary conditions
were unquestionably seen at their worst on leasehold land,
whereas the conditions on freehold land were very much
better,” The fact is that the better class Indian in the
Borough {8 not allowed to buy land to build huuses on,
and the poorer Indian receive too low a wage to live
decently, and the majority outaide the Borongh hold land
on annoal leases, and that gives no incentive for improve-
ment. Under these circumatances, it is nnfair to blame
the [ndian for insanitation and bad housing, It is pec-
fectly wicked to make politicul capiial ont of it. In any
other country, and for the matter of that, in this very
country if the people concerned were Europeans, no
such charges would be made, and no ingalts burled, and
no segregation advocated. It would aimply be treated

as 2 problem of housing the poor, znd every merve wonld: -
be straived to put facilities in their way and every ep-
couragement given for their uplift. It is only when
Indian hovsing is dealt with in the same 8pirit that
a permanent solation would be forthcoming,
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TRANSVAAL INDIANS IN A PLIGHT

NDIANS in the Transvaal whose ooly means of
]] fivelibood In trede find themselves in & plight as
they bave never before been a8 & resnlt of a
recent Supreme Court judgment in an application made
to that Comrt for an order to prevent an Asiatic carry-
ing on bnsiness at a3 stand in Braamfoatein, the
court holding that the Indian tenant was a “ prohibited
coloured person” and would, therefore, have to vacate
the premises, and this followed up by the action of the
General Porposes Committee of the Johannesburg City
Couneil in holding up consideration of all applications,
nomhbering about 865, mede by ludians for general
dealers’ certificates. )
This pogition with regard to residing on or ocoupying
any property in § Township bas existed for many yeara
and wae one of the canses of passive resistasce in the

time of My, Gandhi. This was then ooosidered to besa

grave injustice to the Indian bat when the great siruggle
was ended in 1914, the matter was left in the following
terms, :—

Secretary for the Interior wrote to Mr. Gandhi in a
letter dated 30th June, 1414 constituting the settlement
arrived at betwoen the Indian commanity and the Union
Government ;—

“ With regard to the administration of existing laws,
the Minister desires me to say that it always hes been and
will continue to be the desite of the Government to sec that
they are administered in a just mannerand with due regard to
vested righta.”

In reply to the above letter Mr. Goudhi wrote to the
Secretary for the Interior on the same date ;—

““As the Minister ix aware, some of my countrymen
have wished we to go furthar. Thoy are dissatisfied that
the trade licences laws of the different Provinces, the Frans.
vaal Gold Law, the Transvaal Townships Act, the Trensvaal
Law 3 of 1885, have not been altered so as to give them full
rights of residence, Wrade and ownership of tand......... They
have asked we that all the above matters might be included
in the pussive resistance struggle. 1 have Leen unable to
comply with their wishes, Whilst therefore they have not
been intluded in the programme of passive resistence, it
will not be denied that some day or other those matters will
require further and aympathetic considerition by the Gov-
crament.”

This is old history, Our objéct in drawiug atiention
to it here is mérely to polnt out that these were standing
injustices which Indians expected to be removed in time
to come but not be intensified. Several delegations from
Indin bave slnoe come and have gone into the whole
Indian question but to oor dissatisfaction they have
allowed thess matters to remain as they wece.

But did Indiaie bebave themselves ? Tl this question
we regret to have to give a negative reply. Indians
in the Tvandveal, instead of fighting a clean fight against
these laws, prefeited to he guided by ingenious lawyers
who Were moved by none too philanthropic motives.
They created daviges to defeat the object of the law by
forming limited labiltty companies and acquiriog land
in the name of guch companies. Similarly, they circum-
vented the law- in regard to trading alse by preteading ¢o
be servants on the premides whereas in reality they wore
masters, Thos the Indians begen. increasing their interesta

notwithstanding that the laws were kept on the statute
book for the express purpose of restricting thoss interests.
Steps were naturally taken in 1919 to prevent this atate
of afairs by the ensdtment of the “Asiutica (Laod and

Trading) Amendment Act,” which probibited companies
coptrolled by Asiatica from acquriog land, And protec-
ted the righta of those Indians who * on the 1et May 1919,
were under the authority of a trading licence lawfully
issued, carrying on business on proclaimed ground or on
any stand or lot io such township, or to the lawful
successor in title of any snch Indian in reapect of auch
boainess ; g0 long a8 such Indian or successor in title
continues to carry on business on the same ground or
stand or lot on which or in the mme township iz which
it was being carried om on the hret day of May 1319.”

Since then we do not know if Indinns have still conti-
nued bo increase their interests by still circumveating the
law. If they have, ard if the Brammfontein Judgment
followsd up by the holding up of applications for ocerti-
ficatea for licences by the General Purposes Committee of
Johannesburg City Counoil is the resnit of thoss intercats
then we bave do blame ourselves, We await forther
particulars abont the matter,

Meauwhile we wonld appeal to the anthorities concorned
for a sympathetic treatment of a question in which tho
fate of more than a thousand soals is concorned.

We will defer further comment on this subject until
forther developements have come to light,

Bombshell For Indians

Trading Certificates Held Up

Under the above headlines the Rand Daily Mail
dated Jan. 17 writes as follows =

At n meeting of the committee held on December 14
laat, Councillor W, Wilkinson drew uttention to u judg-
ment, given by Mv. Justice Greenberg {n an application
which bad been made to the Supreme Court for an order
preventing an Asiatic from carrying on business in
Branwfontein, The Judge held that the owner of the
property conld not let the stand to any probibited coloured
pereon, and that the Asiatic tenant who was then in occu-
pancy had to vacate the stand.

The committee then realiced that the refural of certi.
ficates on the ground that the title deeds did nob perroit
coloured perdons to occupy premines raised a big question,
becanse it waa found that this restriction applies to
nineteen townslipa, a8 follows :

Albertekeoom, Braamfontein ( Lindeqoes), Brasm-
fontein Werf. Burgersdorp. City and Subnrban (inclu-
diog all extensions), Denver, Fordaburg, Ferreiras,
Jeppeatown South, Johannesburg, Marshalls, Mayfair,
Malvern, Springtield, Sunnyside, Kenilworch, Wanderers
View, and Booysens ( portion on ¢laims },

‘I'be position as it stands at present is that coloured
persons are debarred from trading im practically every
distriot of the city; but muoy hundreds of licences
have been granted to Indinos and other Awitics for
years past, The committea i8 pow in the dillicalt posi-
tion of huving to decide whethber it will refuse nll certi-
ficates, without which the applicants cannot obtain a
trading licence from the Receiver of Revenue, and thus
bring the Indian question ‘up in an extremely acute
manaer, or overlook Sopreme Couort decisions and title
deeds, and conbinue to grand certificates, That is why
the committee wank time to go into the whole question
thorougbly and come to some uniferm line of action.

The personuel of the committee whicli sits to hear
applications for certificates changes from day to day,
dependent upon the particular memders who can spare
the time from their daily business duties to sit on_ the
commitiee. It often happens that the ocommitiee
gives varying decisions from day to day necording to the
particular views of the members who huppen to constitute
it
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Jtor Wilkineon, in conversation with a represen-
m?:eu :‘fﬁthe fland Daily Mail yesterday, x_'emarked tln_u;
rome tmembers of the commitiee felt that if the law laid
it down that coloured must not_trade in these
townshipe, the committee bad no aiternative bt to refose
certificates, for enrely it was the business of a municipal
committee to observe the law, and not induoe the Revenne
Department to grant a licence to 4 person whom the law
obviously prohibited from treding on a particplar stand.
If the Indiaps felt they were being wronged by the
adoption of sach a course, then they had the remedy in
their own bands of applying to the Legislature of the
conntry fer an amesdment of the laws. It was not the
businesa of a mubicipal council to meke laws for the
whole country, but to yee that they wers administered
(airly and jasly.

The following table gives the approximate number of
in the Magisterial disirict of Joban-

liepees grant
nesbarg :-—
1928 1928 1929

14th Jan. 15th Jan. to 31t Dec.  Ist Jao. to L4th Jan.

‘kers 100 Hawkers 119 Hawkers 78
mh:s L Pedlars 172 Pedlsrs [3
Gen. Desters 228 Gen. Dealers 455 Gen, Dealers 2852

417 746 381

Tt wonld appear from the above figores that the
difierence between 746.and 881, namely, 365 applications
for certificates, approximately, have been held up, and-over
a thoneand licences, it 8 seid, will be affected if the
present couree is adopted throoghons the Transvaal.

Mr. Sastri the Agent of the Government of Iudia re-
ceived a deputation of the Transvast Indiags in this con-
nection nnﬂp“ was given a sympathetic bearing. Althongh
the position was .80 extremely ditfionlt .one Mr Sastri
promised to do all ‘he could.

Indian Housing Conditions
Board’s Findings

The following is the (ull text of the report placed before the
Minister of Public flealth Department by the Executive Com-
wmiltee of the Centera) Housing Board who recently inquired into
the conditions of Indian housing and sanitation in Durban and
peri-Durban: — . .

1. In accordance with -your instructionsas conveyed by the
Secretary for Public Healh in his minute dated 19th September,
1928, the Central Housin% Poard, through its -three members
constituting the Execative Commiftee of the Bonrd, has carried
out an inspection and investigation of the housing and sanitary
conditions of Indians in and around Durban,

2. The enquiry wes the gutcome of osie 6fthe conculsions reached
at the Round Table Conference on the Indian question in South
Africa, held at Cape Town in 1926, under which the Union
Government expressed its willingness

*"o take specinl steps-under the Public Health Act for an inves-

tigation into sanitary and housing conditions in and sround
Durban, which will include the question -of (i) the appoiat-
ment of advisory committees of representative Indians and
(ii) the limitation of the sale of municipal land subject to

. restrictive conditions.”

3. The enquiry opened-on Foesday the 23rd October, 1928, and
coneluded on the Friday following. The Durban Corporation
kindly placed a committee toom in the Town Hall at the Board’s
disposal where the cvidence was heard on the Tuesday and
Wednesday. The Thursday and Fridny were devoted to making
a tour of inspection of varions localities in the ‘Borough and
pen-Durban area.

4. Evidence was cE!iven by representatives of each of the local
authorities concerned, namely: the Durban Corporation and the
seven Local Administration and Health Boards established in
the pefi-Durban aree at Greeriwood "Park, Sydenham, Maviite
Eouth Coast Juncticn, Umhlatuzana, Malvern and Pinetown,

5. The Indian community was afforded full opportunity of
expressing its views lhm\gh representatives who attended on be
balf of the Natal Indian Congress and the Natal Branch of the
Sonth African Indisn Federtion. -Fach locsl Authority d'so
exiended an invitetion to representative Indians or designatad
members of the Indian Advisory Commitice in its area 1o attend
the enquiry at the same time as the local authority’s fepresent
atives. It is to be mentioned that the Ind an Advisory Commiu--c;
™ question were primarily established for the purpose of watch
log the interest of Indiats as aftected by local government

measures enforced b{_ the Health Boards functioning ip the
peri:Duban wea. The semewhat hostile attitude ol" some of

these Committees shoud, it s thought, disappear once it is
recognised that the Health Boards are trying, as your Committee
believes they are, to bring ateut an improvement in existing
conditions and are prepared to consult the Cummittees and refer
to them for opinion proposals affecting the Ilodian population.
The fact that the Indian commun’ty is in no way r presealed on
the Health Boards and that even the Indian Advisory Committees
have no official recognition remains, however, & very real grie-
vance. 3 .

6. Dealing first with the position as it obtains in the Durban
B:rough area it is necessary to refer to the correspondence
which passed between the Govcrnment and the Corporation in
1922 as an outcome of representations made by the Natal Indian
Congress tegarding the Durban f:nnd Alicnation Ordinance
paszed hy the Provineial Council which empowered_the Council
to restrict ownership or occupation of municipal land and which
it was contended would operate against the ioterests of the
Indian community. In a letter dated 3ed July, 1922, the Town
Clerk pointed out that it was the Council's policy ‘1o seperale
the population of Cutopean descent, so far as possible, from
Asiavies and Natives in residential areg—not to segregate any
section or class entirely in parts of the Borough—or fromn areas
where at the present time any section has property or interests;”
further, that *all sales of immoveable property belonging Lo
this borough are subject to the consent of the Administrator,
and should the Couacil inpose any coodition in any land sale
that would seriously affect the interests of the Europeass,
Asiatics or Natives, he persons aflected could petition the
Administraior to refuse conseot until such interests weie safe-
guarded.” In intimating to the Indian Congress that the
Government had adviscd assent to the Ordinance the Sccretary
for the Interior in letter dated 1gth July, 1922, atded that “the
Government censiders it reasonable that the Administratot, in
giving his spproval to racial restrictions introduced into land
sales, should see as far as possible that Asiatics are given
reasomable opportunity of acquiring adequate residential fites,”

7. 1t was reprezented, in'er alia, on the Council's side that
the svailable land in the Borough is very small and, apart from
lowJying ground which it was contended is unsuitable far
residential sites, that there is no land in Durban today which
can be utilized for housing the poorer class of Indian as am
economic proposition; that the Corporation had bought at a
reasonable price land outsi’e the Borough area st Wentworth,
Springheld and Cato Manor, suitatle for the housing of Natives
and Indians, which land will be made available for these purposes
in fulfilment of the Ceuncil’s un tertoking to the Administrator
upon the passage of Ordinanee No. 14 of 1922 which gave the
Council power to introduce a restrictive ¢'ause into its conditions
of sale; that the leaddrs of the Indian community are not, how-
ever, inclined to co-operate with the Council in the propused
establishment of an Indian Village at Cato Manor; and that
conscquently the claim of the poorer class of Indian, whom the
Council is anxious to assist a= being in greatest need of better
housing conditions, *emains uomet up to the present,

$. On the other hand it was stated, én/er alia, by jhe Indian
representatives that the Council undertook to provide land for
Indians within the Borough; thal out of 14 municipal Jand sales
all the land was earmarked for Europeans and nore for Indians
which was held to be = breach of the undertaking by the
Council to the Government, particularly as some of the land
sold might clearly be regarded as situated in Indianized quarters
of the town} and that as Cato Manor, where it was proposed
to establis® an Indian Village, was cutside the Durban Borough
and the Council would accordingly not be abie to exercise any
rights over it a3 & local authority, there was the consideration
that, apart from the op position to the scheme on the score of
segregation, the Village would likely be neglected in the matter
of the provition of roads and other essential services which would
thus tend to the creation of slum conditions. .

9. In 1927 the Durban Corporation endeavoured unsuccessfully
to promote the passage through the Provincial Council of an
Ordinance providing for the extension of the Borough boundaries
by including therein ali areasgiready acquired or to be acquired’
by the Council outiide the existing Borough, for the housing
of its employees or others. Differences had arisen between the
Council and certain Health Boards in the peri-Durban area
regarding the same use of the lind owned by the corporation in
their jurisdiction and the council’s object was to secure municipal
control over such land. Thus, to mention one point of difference,
the corporation wished to dispose of the hmf in building plots
of one-eighth acre each whcicas the by-laws of the Local Roards
concerned required that building plots shorld not be less than
one.quarter of an acre each.

10. Whereas the corporation has done a great deal for the
better housing of Europeaus in its area, little or nothing in this
respect has heen done for the Indian population other than for
those actually in municipal employment. The new dwellings
erected at the Tramway Barracks as also those under erection
at the Magazine Barracks are of the double-story 1ype and a
feature calling for criticism is the upstair portion of the buildings
which is designed for single quarters but in certain cases has
been allowed to be occupied by familes. VYour committee fears
that it will be difficult to cnsure adequate sanitary supervision
over these quarters, -

It. An inspection of the Barracks near the Power Station was
also made; these Barracks had been condemned as unfit fot human
habitation and hxd apparently been evacuated, but were rc.
occupied temporarily by Indians employed by the counril’s
Waterwork’s Department  pending accommodation belng madg
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available for them in the new dwellings under erection at the
Magazine Barracks. o

1z. Although there is very little land available for building
purposes which is owned by the Council, several vacant pieces of
ground contiguous to Indian.owned propertics in Wards 4 and 6
of the Borough were inspected, certain of which it appeared
could suitably be utilised for housing. I the latier were put up
for sale as residential sites without the cestrictive condition, it
would not alleviate to any great extent the overcrowding problem,
but it would tend 1o remose the sense of injustice caused by pre-
vious land sales to which reference is made in pamgraph 8.

13. Amongst other land inspecicd was the Eastern Viei near
the Umgeni River.  Your Committe considers that the higher
portion of this land wonld be suitable for bwlding purposes and
that if the Council is really dusirous of doing its duty towards the
Indian popelaticn it might fairly consider the question of crecting
houses here which would cither be sold or let to Indians, 1t is
considered that these houses should be erected in such = manner
as not to spoil the amenitivs of the entrance to the Borough from
Durban North, " o

14. In the peri-Durban area the real difficulty lies ‘n the
Indians not having title to the ground. A considerable pre-

ortion of the arca is leaschold land Tet out in small allotments
Ey big landowners. The plots in many cases arc very small and
often contain more than one dwelling.  Bad housing and insani.
tary conditions were unquestionably scen at their worst on lease-
hoid land, whereas the conditions on freehold land were very
much better. The explanation lies in the fact that leases are
ususlly only annual ones and as there s no security of tenure
therc is no incentive to improve conditions. Frechold land at
any ratc camies with it sccurity of tenure and improvements
effected are not subject to abandonment at the whim of the land-
lord. The barrack system of housing is very prevalent in some
parts of the area and undoubtedly is one of the geeatest evils the
locsl authority has to cope with,  The barmcks generally consist
of two rows of rooms badly planned and constructed and often
baving no light or ventilation, Each room is usuglly occuped
by a scparate family and the sanitary conditions surrounding
many of the barracks are very bad and a mepace to health.

15. In none of the peri-Durban arcas hag a valuation of pro-
perties been camried out on acconnt of the expense involved and
the looal authority’s main source of revenue is a flat ratc levied
on each dwelling. The system of imposing a flat rate was criti-
cised by Indian reptesentatives as heing unfair nn the poor man
who occupied a small dwelling, and their contention can hardly
be contruverted,

16. On the whole the geri.Durban local authorities have done
a great deal in elfecting improvements in their nreas, but it is
clear that they are not strong enough financially to inaugurate
any large measures of reform in the matter of housing and sini-
tation. There was one direction in which it was suggested that

. the local authorities in the oulside arcas could assist and that
was by utiising funds placed at their disposal under the Housing
Act for the purpose of granting loans to Indians who owned
ground and wished to erect thereon small cottages for pemonal
occupation,

17. There is unquestionably an overwhelnting dase for the en-
largementiof the Borough boundaries but there ate vested in*erests
in the way and opposition from such quarters is to be expected
from both within and without the Borough, Genernlly, however,
public opinion in Durban appesss to be ripe for an extension of
he city boundaries, but owing to likely opposition from the
quarters mentioned it was very doubtful whether the proposal for
extension can be expected to come from the people themselves.

18. Although the question of the need for extension hardly
falls within the ferms of reference of your Committee, it is guite
apparent to any impartial obscrver that from a public health point
of view the Borough bonndaries should be extended to include at
least the whale of the arens falling under the jurisdiction of the
Health Boards of Sydenham and South Const Junction and
possibly also a portion of Greenwood Park, In this connection
also the question of including Durban North should be con.
sidered,

19. In fact the princinle of the need,_‘;:r extending the Borough
boundaries should be accepted by the Provincial Administration
which should, in your Committee's opinion, appoint a Com-
mission to decide definitely what should be the extesded bound.
aries and to prepare a draft Ordinance for eriticlsm by the local
nuthoritics concerhed prior to its intreduction to the Provincial
Council.

20. While your Commitice is convinced that the main rolution
of the problem lies in the cxtension of the Borough boundaries, it
recognises Lhat some considerable time may elaose before such
cxpansion becomus an accomplished fact and that it is necessary
to consider in what other dircctions uscful action can be taken
meanwhile with a view to casing the acute position which obtains
in regard to the housing of Indians,

21. To this cad and as a fiest step it is suggested that of the
sum of £50,000, which is carmarked under the Housing Act for
Indian housing, an amount of £25,000 be made available to the
Durban Council for erecting, under a scheme to be carried ont on
a suitable site at the Eastern Viei, two and three soomed coltages
for Jetting or snle on easy terms to Indisna.

22, Subject ta adequate ateps being tnken by the local autho-
rity for safegurding itself from possible loss, it is recommended
that the balance of £25,000 out of the [£50,000 feferrcd in the
preceding paragraph be lnced at the disposal of the Durban
Council and of the 11calth Boards o the arcas immediately ad.
joining Iourban for the purpose of grantlag louns in terms of

Scction 6 of the Housing Act to selecied Indians whe own small
plots of ground in freechold and desire to erect thereon small
cotlages for personal occupation, It is to be pointed out, how-
ever, that the power which the Housing Act confers on local
authorities to grant loans to individuals is pursly permissive and
not compulsory =nd that in any case the sanction of the Admin-
istrator must first be obtained before such toans can be granted.

23. During the heanng of evidence a matter that was specially
stressed by [ndian representatives was the Indian Advisory Com-
mitter system to which reference is made in paragraph 5. These
Committees are nut expressly provided for by law and as organ-
ised it scems doubtful whether they are the uscful bodies they
might be in procuring the co.opertion of the Indian community
in matters of sanitation and housing. The Local Urban Areas
Administration Onlinance No. 4 of 1926 Jays down the procedure
for the constitution and perivdical re-clection of Health Boards,
aad if provision on simlar lines could be made by law for the
constitution and re-clection of Indian Advisory Committees the
status of the latter boadies would be considerably raised which
would be for the general peod. It was also usked whether in
the event of the FHealth Board rejecting advice formally tendered
by the Indinn Advisory Committee, the Administrator could be
enpowered on appenl to remit the matter to the Hoard for re-
consideration ot nfter due enqguiry to overmule the Boand, Such
8 procedure, it was conlended, would ensure that advice tendered
by the Advisory Committee would not be lightly sct aside.

24. There were severn] other matters rought to the notice of
your Committee which are, strictly speaking, not cognate to the
enquiry, but which it is considered might fairly be reviewed by
the Provincial Administeation. Among such was the hardship
creatcd on the very poor through the uperation uf Scction 42 of
the Local Urban Areas Administeation Ordinance No. 4 of 1926
which lays down that, *“all eates remaining unpaid for one
month after such rates become due and payable shall become
charged with intersst at the rate of ten per cent. per menscm,
provided such interest shall not exceed the amount of the rate
unpaii.”

25. Another matter was the unanimous request on the part of
the Indian community that in place of the (lat rate at present
levied, the rating by the llealth Boards in the peri-Durban area
be based on the valuation of propenty

26. In conducting its enquiry your Committee is indcb'ed for
the assistance received (rom His Worship the Mayur of Durban,
ws also from the Town Clerk who accompunied the Committee on
its inspections and was prescnt throughout at the taking of evi-
dence.  The thanks uf the commitler ate due also to Mr. J. D.
Tyson, representing the Agent of the Government of India in
South Africa, who did much to assist the lubours of the com-
mittee, particularly in ensuring that it received cvidence from
individuals who were really representutive of the Indiun com.
munity, Your committee also cordially acknowledges the help
und assistance it received from the chairman and others repre.
senting the Natal Indian Conpgress,

E. N. THOKNTUN,
J. Lockwoob IianL,
K. 8, Gonpoyn,

Chairman.
Member,
Member and Sccretary.
Preloria,
8th December, (928,

Sir K. V. Reddi
Madras Students’ Address

The students of Madras presented an address of
congratulation to Sir X, V. Iteddi on his nppointment
as Agent to the Government of India in South
Africa. The function was held in the Pacbaiyappa's
Hall under the presidency of the Ruja of Pitha-
puram and wag well attended by stndents and mem-
bers of 8]l studenta of pablie opinion.

The chairmun paid & high tribute to Sir K. V.
Reddi whose career he said was marked by sincerity,
ability, honesty and conepictous independence. At
Geneva he acquitted himself with great credit to
himeelf and to his country. He wus now going to
Sonth Africa to safeguard the intereats of his country-
men overseas, ‘The task was ardaous and compli-
cated and beset with many dificulties. They should
give him all possible support and sympathy. It
was gratifying to see that prominent members of
different political parlies and difforent castes and
creeds had come forward on this occasion to do him
honour, to express confidence in him and wish him
guccess in the very responsible work he had under-
taken. This fact, the speaker was sure, wo_nld
greatly encouruge Sir I, V. Reddi in his undertaking.

An address by the studenta was then read snd
presentod to the guest,
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Several other speakers spoke bighly of Sir Kurma’s
ahility.
- Mr. Satyamuri, in paying his tribute to Sir K. V.,
Reddi, said that he regarded hira as an hones!; public
man. The speaker recalled a speech of Sir K. V.
Reddi on the floor of the Legislative Council
wherein as a Minister he condemmned diarchy, and
maid that it showed that, wbatever party loyalty
might demand, the man in him was a patriot: and
wonld rise above all party shackles. In dmla.t.ﬂ;_h
South Afriea Sir K. V. Reddi wounld stand by his
cpnvictions and solf-respect, He wonld hold aloft
India’s honomr and self respect. The problem of
Indians in South Africa werse by no means solved.
The position of Indiaus outside the conntry would
not be safe and honourable until the position ol_f
Indians in India was safe. Only a8 free and inde:
pendent India could have her nalionals respected.
In the meantime there was much work to be done.
Man like Sir Korma should eonvince the pround
people of Sonth Africa that India was not a nation
of coolies and that she conld prodace eultared
ambassadors who could stand comparison with the
tallest men of other parts of the world, That was
the work done by Mr, V, 8. Srinivasa Sastrijand
others and Sir K. V. Reddi, with the long experience
of public affairs, with his command of English
knowledge and vigorous personality, wouid con-
vince the prond South Africans that India wasa
land whope nationals ought to be respected.

V' Sir K. V. Reddi's Reply

Sir K. V. Reddi thanked them for the great honour
done to him by assembling in such large numbers
and furnishing him with that sympathy and sapport
which he needed in what had been called the
arduous task of his, four thoumeand miles away. It
was a gonree of strength and support to him, that
the stadents shounld have given him this grand
reception, He wonld ecarry their good wishes with
him and feel always supported by the opinion in
India which they, students, wonld be able to control.
When one remembered that coustitutional zhanges
in this country weroe imminent, cbanges for the
better aud changes of 8 far-reaching naturs, they
could not forget that the discharge of those new
duties would fall nupon the shoulders of young men,
Therefore their support was a soarce of encourage-
ment to him. They had referred to the great
patriots of this land who had preceded him in going
to that distant land. Some people were apt to think
that it was a disadvantage to bim. He did not think
80. That great man, Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, had by
his wonderful gening placed things in sach trim
that it ought not to be diffienlt for him te coniinge
. the work so ably begun.,,;

The speaker wonld be carrying to South Afriea
that spirit of conciliation and making nse of it in bis
work with both the rulers and the ruled. That
generous apirit for which they were histerically
famous ought to carry him through in Sonth Africa
where the ground had been so beautifully prepared
by his predecessor. They conld rest agsnred that Le

- would do nothing which would disgrace the great
name, fame and ancient civiligation of this conntry.
More than that he could not say at present, But
he would again ask his countrymen to reserve judg-
ment till he came back. A clean conscience, an
honest mind, a sense of duiy and responsibilty
onght to enable him to discharge his daties to the
matisfaction of those in whoge midat he was going
aud to the matisfaction of not only the Government
bat also the people of India. .

A fow remarks from the chair

broaght the .
Ings 10 & termination, - g proceed
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Mr, Sastri
(Continued from lasl werk)

j We puablighed in our last week’s issme the speech
delivered by Mr. Sastri at a farewell banquet given
in his honour by the Transvaal Indian Congress
Woe give bolow the speeeches made at the banquet

Address In Gold

The address presented to Mr. Sasfri was worked”
on tha face of a solid gold plate a replica of the
mapo f India and Ceylon. -

A gilver casket was presented to Mr. Saatri on be-
half of the Transvasl Patidar Society. Mr, Sastri
and the Mayor were garlanded, and the Mayoress
and Lady Oppenheimer were presented with bou-
quets,

The Mayor's Speech

7 Hi.sZVorsbip the Mayor (Councillor W. Fearnhead)
said
“It is a very great privilege to be allowed to pre-
side at this gathering, and it is & very great honour
to be asked to propose the principal toast of this
evening. Weall know that Mr. Sastri has had a
distinguished career, but I must frankly confess that
until it became my duty, in order to enable me to
deal more adeqnately with the toast which I have
the honour to propose, to make some inquiries, I did
not know jost how distingnished that career has
been, nor what great achievements Mr. Sastri has
carried out on behalf of his mother conntry, and
through India for the British Empire generally.
(Applause). -
Every one of you present this evening, and many
thousands of men apd women in Sonth Africa, said
the speaker, will agree with me when I say that Mr,

Sastri bas proved himself to be the right man in lhqy

right place. (Applanse).

His mission in eoming to South Africa was three-
fold. First of all, to endeavour to remove the pre-
judice which exists—which did exist ahd which still
exists, amongsi many Europeans with regard to his
fellow_countrymen. And the fact that Mr. Saatri ia
so well able to appreciate both sides of the question
has, I think, enabled him to do much to break down
the barriers which have separated ns, In the second
plaoe_he came in order to assist the Government in
carrying out its repatriation scheme; and when I
remind you, ladies and gentlemen, that during the
past twelve months some four thonsand Indians have
been repatriated to India, there can be no doubt that,
Mr. Sastri _has assisted the Government in this
respect. His ‘third object in coming to Scuth
Afriea, I think, wasin order to educate those Indians
who pave settled in this country, of whom it may
be gaid that this country is now their own, they
havn_ng broaght up their families here and having to
al_l Intents and parposes severed their connection
with their own country. And when I tell my Earo-
pean friends that, largely due to Mr. Sastri's influence,
an amount of twenty thousand pounds has been
raised for the erection of a coilege for the education
of Indian youths in Darban, it will be seen that thig
m.bo'th 3 practical example of his third object anu
mission in South Africa and at the same time a
;I:Inkg;gs tl_'ibnto %o the affection and regard which

r. 5 own countrym i
planse.)? ymen hold for him. (Ap-

One can only regret, ladies and gentlemen, as has
already been emphasised in the address presented on
behalf of the Transvaal Indian Congresd, that
Mr. Sastri’s stay ig this country cannot k¥ prolonged

@ prant ihei Hinyen; ‘ : T
brarily non oo gt ceabyiiy ¢ e Neithet oo

Wasts of wealth is m;hlms fdltlvﬂ,;;;sﬂe of ldalth
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for a greater period, that he might econtinue to assist
in érectifiy that edifice of mnildal understondiug and
goodwill, the foundatione of which he has taken so
prominent and gieat # part in laying. Bat at the
same time one feels confident that, although Mr,
Sastri is retarning to India-—and it i3 well to remind
ourselves, ladies and gentlemen, that India B a
- conntry whose area ie as large as that of the Conti-
nent of Europe, excluding Rosais, that the number
.of ite inhabitants ia no lesy than three hundred mil-
lions, and’' that they speak one hundred and fifty
different Jangunages; and in returning to that country,
a country which Mr, Sustrl loves and to whose
" péople he ia devoting hia life, I feel certain that al-
thongh he in leaving our sliores, he will not forgat
or lose tonch with South Africa. I feel certain also
- that his stdy id this couniry is bound to muterially
assist it the solntion of what is known as the Indidn
guestidn; a question, ladies and gentlemen, which
affer 4l is hot purely an Indian question, nor a
South African question, but an Imperial qoestion, a
a problem of the Emipire itself.
. There are others who are going to sapport this
toast, but T should Iike, ladies snd gentlemen, ilf
conclusion to pay.my personal tribute firat of all to
" Mr. Sastri 48 4 distinguighiéd gon of the Empire to
~ which e belong, as 2 great acholar, and as a cul-
" hired gentlemian, Aund on bebalf of the City of
" Joliannésburg, Mr. Sasfri, 1 want to express the hope
that althotigh you are feuving South Africa, yon will
" caity away with yon very mdny Lappy memories of
your stay with ue; that the coming days may be
crowned with hdppitiels and still greater honour:
that you mdy be blessed with long iifé and heaith,
so that you may befterr be able to carty out whatever
work thd fature holds for you, (Continued applaiise).

Bishop Karney’s High Tribute To
' Mr, Sastri

The Rt. Rev. A, B. L. Karney, Bishop of Johan-
/nesb_ﬂrg, in seconding the toast said : —

¥, It is hard to imagine, I think, & more difficnit taslc
/than that which Mr. Sastri shonldered when he
[ cathe to South Africt. He stepped into an arena of
't guspicion on the one haud and scorn on the other;
of: igiorance and, one is bound to say, and I do not
hesitate to say i, of considerable injustice.qf (Hear,
' héar.)- And it is hard tb imagine anyone dccomplish-
ing so diffieult a task with such signal sgccess. Mr.
Sastri, as you, My, Mayor, have pointed ont, bronght
to this task n very unusual combination of qualities;
a very rare, wonderfal type of mind, 8 mind at the
-pame time of the soliolar, the philosopher, the states-
_{ man, the enthugiast; & mind capable of éntsring into
other people’s positions, of understanding other
poople’s difficnlties and fears, and at the sime time
 holding on with gredt tenacity of parposs to the
object for which he éamé tv this conntey. And it
the disposal of that saris mihd My, Bastri had beén
ble to place an almost, in my éxperiondd, nhrivdiled
eloquence:. Itis frdeed v#ally huatnilisting for #n
Hnglishman to hear one who was Broight up in dh
Tddian school, handling an Haglishwan's lanknige
in 4 way that I suppons not a einglé Buglishpaan in

i this gtuntty cotld even begin to hope to do.

"fhose of ns who bave heatd Mt. Sastrl, whother
on philosophigal ot histortesl questions, or seen Bim
lift politioal guestions into the arena, into the atmos-
phere of high statesmanship, are alt bound to realise
that in him we have had one who is a very resl
orator, in the highest sense of the word. If it were
only for his speeches, one would be able to treasnve
his visit to Sonth Africa, and be thankfal again aml
again for the privilege of sitting mnder bhim. Baut
when we know that bebhiod all that eloguence, be-
hind all that delicate manipolation of qur language,
thete is 4 heart burning with love for India, and I
Wotild ventore to say; and I beliove ] apeak truly, 8
nehtt huening wlth loys far the Linglish Eathire

St

then I think we are forlupnate indeed in Hoath
Africa to have secnred for ec long so distinguished
a 8on of India und of the Empire. (Applanse.)

It ban beef! niy privilege o sod quile a littde of
Mr. Sastri. 1 ahall rigver be mafficiently proud that
wo have beert allowed to entetlain hins in cur honse,
that he hias fousid tine to come und see me ori More
than oo oocasion, atid on thode oocasions 6 disowsa
with extrordinery frankness and fnairness of mind

be difficalties and problems with which e has to
dealV And I have been tremendously struck with
that vety ritre combinetion, 1¢ whioh 1 have alréady
referred, of gxtraotdinaty fairnédss of mind. of ability
to ses aother people’s poiht of viewr, and at the saine
time witly that barning desite to bo the champion of
libetty and the friend of His people. And if that is
the quality of mipd and the type of charaater which
_tha Servants of India Soclely tarn ont, all I oun day
is that the sboriey¥ we hive a Bociety called the
Servants of South Africa, the better, {(Hear, Hetls))

Mr. Sastr, I will not gay muek more, as othets are
to speak—all of ue are looking forward most of all
to hearing you—but I can assure you from fho
Bottom of my heart that whon yoi leave Sotth
Africa, you dre leaving behind you thise who would
like to bs counted always afterwnrds as your réil
friends, (Hear, hear.) Mysel, 1 have always longed
to vinit Indis; whers sothe of my family have spent
long years, but I van only say that since I meét Mr,
Sastri (I would like to include my frisnd Mr, Rio
too), I feel u much greuter desire t6 visit Itffa than
I bave ever felt before,

Now I think, ladics and géntleinen, that there e
one thing we have got to do to show Mr. Sastri that
we are not thanking him with {dls words, and that
we really mean what we say. It must be, I think,
a little depressing to him to feel that he is leaving
at a time when all that these petitions have asked
for have certainly not been granted, In fact, yon
might feel at this very moment that certain legisla-
tion which has bern passed ia dealing even more
hardly on the Tndian to-day, muaking bis position
more difficult to-day than it was a month ago. I re-
fer to those clanaea in the Liquor Act which strike
me, I don't hesitate to eay 8o, 8s quite monstrously
unjust. (Applavse) I do not hesitale to say that.
And I think the Magor is right, aven if thare are at
tbe present moment clonds hanging on the horizon,
yet the fonndationa of a botter underatanding, Ao uje
the Mayor's language, have been laid. Mr. Sastri,
by his wounder[u] tact and fairness, by his urbanity
and liberality of mind, has done so much to draw
the two countries together, that it 1 up te us to see
that his work does not now fall to the ground.

We most work for justice; there is no hope for
South Africa nnless we work together and work for
jnstice ull round. {Applause.) I think ¢ne of odr
misfortures is this, that we do not seem able to pro-
duca peopln who are capable of looking fifty yewrs
ahead. 'gh,at i onr deed to-day, nd% wish dome
people wonld look ifty years shead and ask thern-
Belves, “What will the verdiot of posterity be if I
drag nto the aredn of party politics thede great raclal
questi ms which dv¥e 80 perplexing i}hd whioh peed

}he highest type of stdtedmanship #*

We muat sue to it that we carty oy the gbod work

which Mr. Sastrl and others have done, and that we

“ bulld on those foundstions which he has laid; thag

we bring aboat that better understanding betwedn the
nation: and that we work a8 Mr, Bustri has worked
and as the Servants of India are. working, 'In his
name and in memory of him let ns work for jnatiée,
for brotherhogd, for liberality and’ for freeédam.
(Applause.) o Ct o haee
J/~ Col. Deneys Reltz |

Cal. Deﬁays Reitz then eapported the toast pro-
posed by the Mayor, and in doing so said : —
It gives me very Mreat pleasure to participato Ip

(LR I L
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this tosat of honour. 1( Mr. Sastri, I hope. you will
believe me when I say that I am indulging in no
vapid after-dinner flattery when I say that, to many

- of us, your high character, your lofty idealism, yopr
* anstere life, have revealed to ue, to many of us, Ahe

- sont of India as we have never known it before:

Snuth Africa is a coantry of many races and

“many racial problems, end I don’t know that

we have always deajt with them as liberally
g8 we might have dope. But, coming as you
do frem & country where racial problems and
racial complications are even more pronounced then
with uas, you, with your wide vision and deeper in-
sight, will have realised that so long as mankind is
canslituted as it is, nnlil we have reached perfection,
go long will there be pational rivalries, 8o long will
there be local antagonisms, so long will thera be
racial prejodices,

And what we admire most of all in yoor work in
South Africa is the fact that, instead of refusing to
recognise these differences of outlook, you bhave,

withont necessarily agreeing with them, acknow- .

ledged that these differences do exist. And on that
basis you have dealt with the problems which have
confronted you with regard to yocur own people in
the Union; and in doing 0 you have done more to
eatablish a better nnderstanding, and a clearer atmon-
phere, than any man that has ever come teo South
Africa.

Sir, a5 2 man of culture, a8 a man of high intel-
lectual aitainments, there are many aspecis of onr
internal racial oonditions and restrictions which
must have caused you much unpleasantness, which
tnust Lave seemed galling to yonm, homiliating to
you, but you have sank self and with splendid
statesmanship, have piriven to ameliorate the cause
of your fellow-countrymen in the Union, And at
the same time you have itaken into acconnt that
with all our own local, indigenons racial problems,
the snperimposing pf yet another racial problem, in
the shape of Asiatic immigration to South Afriea;
has cansed somewhat of a clash—perhaps the word
“clash” is too strong—domewhat of g differenca be-
tween two opposing civilieations, both of ancient
validity, but each differing from the other in pay-
chology and temperament,

Ag a statesman and as a student of human natuare,
Mr. Sastri, you know that all men are clannish by
primordial instinct; and that sou have taken thia
fact into consideration in your great work in Sounth
Africa, is one of the reasons why your task has
been po gnccessful.  Aund I bope that, affer making
due allowance for that fact, for the existencs of an
inberent inatinet held by almost gvery nation in the

men to remember that they are dealing with a nation
as prond of their origin a8 we are of aurs, I wonld
ask my fellow-countiymen not to deal with the
Indian as a man of lessor plane; and I wold agk the
Indian people hero and in India to understand that
whatever of affliction there may have been, whatever
of injustice, whatever of slights and wrongs, real or
fancied; I would like them to understaud thdt they
are the resalt, not of racial supariorities or racial in-
feriorities; they are the result of no desirp to pppréss
or to harrass, but that they are the resnlt of tempera-
mental and spiritual variations between two great
but different civilisations, between two great but
different gocial fabries. . 7

Well, Sir, I cannot and I do not seek to justify
everything that has bsen eaid or done towards the
Indian community by os in South Affica, but nona-
theless 1 would ask all Indian citizens not to judge
harshly or hagtily, Youw know, Sir, I am a South
African of Duatch-speaking descent, and when one
of my Dutch-speaking countrymen speaks bitterly
to me of our past grievance with the British, 1 say
to him, “Look here, the test is this: Assauming
that we have been wronged, if the positions had
been reversed, wonld we have dealy by dur oppo-
nerits other than, better than, they Liave dealt with
us, if we bad bad the apper hand 7’ I ask thdm to
judge whether we wonld have acted differently in
their positions; whethet we would bave made féwer
mistakes; whether wo would have acted less mag-
nanimously or more magnanimottsly. )

Until 2 man can answer thoge questions in his o®h
favour, he cannot constitute himeelf a fair judge, or
utter a fair condemnalion, And I gak the Indian
people, both in India and here, to spply the same
test: I ask theiti to rememiber (hat if sometimes we
have imposed harsh conditions; if sometimes we
bave drawn adverse disoriminations, I ask you, of
your charity, to remember that snch things are not
unknown inh India itself. I mentlen this, mot in
any captions mood, but merely in the desire that we
shonld not judge each other narzowly or hastily,
and that we sbonld prt oprsplves in each other’s
place and try and jadge from the viewppint and the
angle of the other side. I am sure, if we approdch
the problem in that apirit, we will very soon be on
the high road to a complete anderstinding.

Well, Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, 1
know that you have not come here to-night to listen
to a homily from me. We have gathered to eay
“Good-bye' to a distingnished guest. Mr. Babtri, 1
can assure you we are all very sorry you are going,
bat we realise that your great mother-country has
more work for yon. And I can assurd you, tdo,

that you corry away with you oar heartf wishes
for yoor futore welfare and happiness. 9 salnie;
in you the wise siatesman, thu profound schelav; the :
deep thinker; and mors than that, we salate in~ you{

world, and poasessed perhaps by yonr own country-
men lo an even greater degrre than onrs, an instinct
to keep ite own aesges, its own institutione, and its
own customs, to pregerve them: efter, I say, taking

into allowance sll that, T think, Mr. Bastri, you will
be able to carry with yon to yonr own mother-conn-
try the conviction that all-inall, South Africa is
going to do jnstice by your fellow-nationals within
vur borders. {(Applaoee.)

Aad in dealiog with these probiems I would like
lo ptopotund a fornulu to my ewn coantrymen; g
formnula which yot, 8ir, may smile at, but it is =
formula which has by no means received grnaral
jcceptance amongst the European people in this
conotry. And the formuls ie this: “The Indigns
igre not an {nferior people to oursglves, bat they are
ia different people o ourselves,” That is a formula
that is not very gencrally anderstood in this conatry,
and T would ask my fellow-counirymen to re.
member, in dealing with the Indian problem, that
the Indiags are not an inferior people, but théy are,
they may be, a different people to onrselves I
frould ask them to regaember that the Indiap civil:
ination s older, and in severul teapects gne of highet
apiriinality then our gwny 1 would sok my ganniry-

the man who loves his fellow-mgn. We who have
listened to you, who have heard you speak, who
lmow yonr dootrines end yonr philesephics, we
know that yon heve a very wide lgve for all mpn.
kiad; an all-embracing love of menking, Ws know
that you indge thelr feaiitien Witk uit:vynd that yon
indge their weaknessos with merey. v . . . .-

I know; Sir; that to & man of your sscetie tempp:
riment the outward pompe and wanfued J:m not
appeal, bnt [ know that you will valye the yery
real pergone] esteem that yog haye eppned in this
gountry, and that yon haye earned the very wide
personal esteem qnq rogard, not only” of your owg
people but 6f the eptire E.r.xrcmn ‘ommunity, this
gathering to-night will testify., 1 wi h xpn fHe sell,
Mr, Sastri, and good luck, and God bless you. “YABL

planiey ‘ o
" “The Rev. B. L. E. siggmnney

The Rev. Mr, Sigawoney then ipnﬁe' in'-luﬂher
anpnots of the toast (=
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It may seem very strange that after the eloquent
tributes paid to Mr. Sastri by the two previons
speakers, & third has been called upon to support the
toast. 'The Committes, whether rightly or wrongly.
feolt that on an occasion of this kind an Indian at
least shounld give expression to the sentimenta of the
Indian people in supporting the toast; and that is
why 1 am on my feet to-night,

The Indian community in South Africa are very

deeply grateful to Mr. Sastri for all he has done for
us. Firstly, because in this conntry, in this un-
thinking country, he has made them realise what
India is; he has raised the prestige of the Indian
people in this land; be has made the average un-
thinking white man in this coantry look mpon an
Indian as, nota coolie, but a8 an Indian, It is a
great change to ns, and we are deeply grateful to
Mr. Sastri, Secondly, he has brought to South
Africa the philosophies of India, the learning of
India, the Eastern civilisation of India, so that the
people of South Africa may be drawn nearer to
India and India msy be drawn nesrer to Sonth
Africa, and the conditions of Indians in South
Africa may be bettered by those relationships. And
thirdly, Sir, we are grateful to you for coming to
South Africa at a time when things were looking
black for us.
- 'We know that you have eacrificed in coming to
South Afrieca, and I know—1I had it from your own
lips—that the whole of India pressed you to come,
and you came, in spite of your own wishes to serve
the Motherland, to South Africa. We thank you
very much indeed. .As our President very correctly
remarked, we are a very difficult people to deal with
in South Africa, but we live in a very difficult
country, and therefore, if we are difficult, you must
forgive A, .

We wish yoa long life, and may your meeting
with your dear ones be happy, and may God spare
you to serve India and bumanity in the best way
that God has ordained for yon. (Applamss.)

Mr. Sastri’s Reply

Mr, Sastri then replied, His speech appeared in
pur last week’s igsue,

European Guests

Mr. I. I. Hazaree proposed the toast of the Euaro-
pean gnests, In the course of his speech he said :—

We owe our Europesn friends a great deal of
thanks for they have come along this evening and
helped to make this function an absolute success. I
hope they will carry away good feelings and thoughts
of friendship and particularly the change of heart
that bas been alluded to by Mr. Sastri. ‘I hope
" there will be a complete change of heart on the part
of the Europeans towarde us, and that this will be
tbe key-note for our future welfare in this eountry.

Mr. Morris Alexander

Mr. Morris Alexander, replying to the toast, said
that the Asiatic question wag one which couald only
be settled with a little tolerance by either side, and
a little bit of fairplay and justice on both sides, The
time wonld come when this very big question wounld
no doubt be gettled.

With regard to the toast that bad just been pro-
posed, he wished to say, on behalf of all the Euro-
pean guests prevent, that they had thoroughly en-
joyed the privilege of being there and listening to
the speeches made. Aund farthermore, they bad
gained a lot of information which wounld help them
in their future dealings,

Professor J. M. Watt

sot J. M, Wait said 1—I must begin by’ cons
Qpﬂ:ﬂxﬁ HA ¥ Inaiub trlemls apen the sige of this

gathering and npon the sucorss with which it has
met. I need hardly mention that the presence here-
of 8o many of your European friends is a very good
sign. It indicates that the apirit of greater tolerance
and wider aympatby is broad, and, I think, makes
very good angnry for the future, I ventunre to ex-
press the hope that there will sieadily develop a
greater knowledge of each other's hopes and aspira-
tions in our lives, and that this will lead to & much
greater spirit of toleration and of juatice in the
foture in our mutnal relationships. On bebalf of
my fellow-guests, I thank you for your hospitality

to-night. .
Mr. Howard Pim

Mr. Howard Pim said :—Even thongh last on the
list, I still think there are two or three pointa I
wonld like to bring to yonr notice, Mr. Sastri,
whom we part from to-night with such regret, be-
longs to a civilisation beside which ours is but as
veaterday. Saturated with this spirit, he in South
Africa has brought again most prominently before
us that courtesy is still a power in the world, that
manners adorn charaeter, and that greatnesa of sonl
and magnaninity are not the prerogative of any one
race. (Hear, hear.)

I am snre, a3 wo listened here to-night, and re-
membered that Mr. Sastri was not talking his
own tongue, we mnst hsve marvelled more than
over at the capacity and brain and mind which have
been devoted to the service of 1India, of South
Africa, and of the Empire.

There is one other thing I would like to say, and

that is, great aa is onr regret at Mr. Sastri’s departnre,
I am sure there is a still stronger feeling among us
all, of thankfalness for the wisdom that selectad
him out of all the milliona of India, on this mission.
And I think you will agree with me that there never
has been a mission in this country, sent to thia
ecountry, in which the personality of the envoy has
bad a greater effect. {(Applause.)
*  Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, we wish Mr,
Sastri all health and long life and happiness. Wa
the Enropeans whom the Indian Congress has been
good enongh to ask to come here to-night, are proud
that we have been able to attend this history-making
conference. (Applause),

This terminated a function which was unique
in the history of Indians in the Transvaal.

Transvaal Indian Women’s
Association '

Bids Farewell To Mr, Sastri

Mr. Sastri’s Fine Tribute To
Sir E. Oppenheimer

J A pictnresqne gathering of members of the Trans. !
vaal Indian Women's Association in. Johanneabnrg
to bid farewell to the Right Hon, V, 8, Srinivasa
Sastri, P.C., says the Rand Daily Mail, presented to
him a fountain pen and ‘a pencil, and asked him to
convey to Mra. Sustri in India a brooch made from
two Kroger sovereigns. Mr. Saatri, who wna earland-
od and sprinkied with rosewater, waa deeply moved
by the affection displayed towards him.

Miss Singaran Padiachi, president of the associa-
tion, presided. Among the Europeans present were
Mr. Justice Xrauwe, Lady Oppenheimeér, Mra, Juliua
Vogl, Miss Albn, Miss J. Pim and Miss J, Dick.

Children of the Johannesbarg Tamil Sobool struck
fin jnttimnte aoke i tHe Walcome whon ey Alikniten
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. composed by their headmaster (Mr. S, P.
ﬁ%ey) with Mr. Sastri as theme. In essence the
gong invoked God's blessing on Mr. Sastri for the
noble work he had done. . .

The president’s speech of welcome, .dohvemd in
Tamil, expressed the gratitnde of the Indian Womgn (-}
Apssociation to the retiring Agent-Go_neral, ,am_l im-
plored him to convey to his wife their appreciation
of the sacrifice she had mwade as the resnlt of her
hashand’s absence from her. . .

Mise F. Ernest, secrelary of the association, pz_nd
a tribate to Mr. Sastri, whose wise connsel and in-
tellectual capabilitiee had cleared the threatening
clouds. The Indian women were deeply soliclt'ous
of hia fatnre welfare as well as that of Mrs, Sastri.

Mrs. Juline Vogl, a well-known friend of thg
Indian community, conveyed thanks to Mr. Sastri
for the better nunderstanding he had created.

Lady Oppe er’s Speech

Lady Oppenbeimer, on behslf of the Earopean
community, assared Mr, Sastri that no effort wonid
be spared to honour the pledges which had been
given in regard to the Indian community, She was
suroe the appeal he had made the previous evening
would not -fall on deaf ears, It was the duty of
European mothers to ses that their ehildren—the
men and women of to-morrow were taught to keep
the promises made. Everything poessible should be
done to see that justice was given to a very great
country. They wers not unmindful of the debt
that was owing to India for her great war services,
and those who realised this wounld bring to right-
thinking the people who at present weare nncertain
what line of action to take.

Lady Oppenheimer, in wishing Mr. Sastri God-
speed, hoped he would carry away kindly thoughts,
and he wonld not think of the evils of this country,
but would put the good first. While they would
give every help to his saccessor, they- wonld always
remember Mr. Sastri as the firat Agent-General, and
the first man always bad the most diffenlt job.
(Applanse).

Mr. L. W, Ritch, for many years identified with
the Indian community’s affairs, paid a tribute to
Mr. Sastri's work and traced the difficnltieca which
had for a long time confronted the Indians in South
Africa. S

Mr. Sastri expressed his warm thanks for the
cordiality of the reception given, and said he was
glad to know that the community had not forgottem
the name of Mr. Gandhi. ‘Touching on the period
of passive resistance in this country, he said that the
women of India knew well of the sufferings that
their womenfolk here endured, and were full of
admiration for them.

Discussing his appointment as Agent-General, Mr.
Sastri said he had the strong recommendation of
Mr. Gandhi himself.

Mr. Gandhi

“Daring his fairly long life Mr. Gandhi has been
engaged nearly always in a fight with a Government,
either here or in Indis,” said Mr. Sastri At the
present moment he has emerged from his retirement
and has resumed tbis fight in what I am skraid is
going to be of 2 very intense etyle, Neverthess, in
regard to the conditions of Indians in Sonth Africa
and the remedies to be applied, the Government of
India and Mr. Gandhi have been almost entirely at
one,

“During my eighteen mopths’ work here it ia a
matter of the greatest gratification that I have re-
ceived the support both of Mr. Gandhij and the
Indian Government. Itisa singular political phe-
homenon, and { am happy to have been the in tr-

ment that united these two upon & common ply
and.an agresd (orm of geyian,” piétorm

" v e

" ol o by i vn B

~ “My friend, Lady Oppenheimer,

/ After referring to his debt to the Iate Mr. Gokhale

—"his revered teacher in political and epiritmal +
tters”—Mr. Sastri proceed :
ey in a speech of \

great beauty and charm and personal friendship, has
added to the obligations which I cannot fittingly
ackmowledge in this place. She has reminded us
that there are many people in this country from
whom the Indian community may always expect !.he
most cordial sympathy and the most wungrudging

1
1

help. That is no doubt & matter of great comfort!

and t joy. One word, however, I may aidd in}
this gor::noclion, it it be not already psufliciently
well-known., I wish that we all knew how great
our debt of gratitude is to Lady Oppenheimer ‘and
Sir Erneat Oppenheimer,

Staunch Friends

“When the first Indian deputation—headed by
Mr. Paddison—came to this country, the ground was
very hard indeed. On every side they met a cold-
ness of reception that camsed great misgivings
thronghout the mission. Few were their friends.
Ordinary living facilities were not afforded them,
and if the truth be told there were some humilia-

tions and indignities to which the members of the i

deputation were subjected, and which it were well
for Sonth Africa that they should be forgotten.
*“But there was one silver lining in the clouds, ' It
was the conrageous and generons assistance of Sir-
et O imer. (Applaose.). Unmindful of

what other people might say or do, he stepped for- 9
/.

ward and acclaimed the Paddison deputation.as )
brothers and friends, and gave them the right hand (‘
of friendship.” : : N
Mr. Sastri remarked on the pleasure that came to .
him on seeing in the confidential report the fact re-;
eorded that of all the friends made by the deputation
in this country Sir Eruest Oppenheimer was the
foremost and staunchest. It must not be forgotten, .
however, that many more friends had been made in
sll ranks of life here. From these they might ex-
pect similar assistance. ‘ !
Mr. Sastri agreed that there were still questions’
which might give cause for misgivings, but he hoped \a
that the current bad been arreasted and that in the
course of time it would be turned back in the con-
trary direction. (o-operation and the will to under-
stand one another was essential to the complete
solmtion of the difficulties, and he trusted that the
support given him would be wholly transferred to
his successor. He thanked the Asaociation for the
gifts to himself and his wjfe and the great kindn
shown towards him. - ' ey,

Pretoria Indians’ Farewell
To Mr. Sastri

A Jdistingnished gathering of Europeans and
In_diana bade farewell in Pretoria on Jan 10, to the
Right Hon, V., 8. Srinivasa Sastri. Those present
on the platform inclnded Mr. Jnstice Feetham, Mr.
C. M. de Vries, Colonel R. R. Edwarde, and Mr. .
R. van der Merwe. - :

In a stirring addrers, Mr, Sastri indieated that
politicians in Sonth Africa may find it no lose when
the Indian question was removed from the political
arena. Attention ocould then be devoted: to the
internal needs of the country, mach more vital to
its happiness and prosperity. '

He urged the observance of the Capetown agree-
ment by both sections, and denied a statement- that
the Indian community was being loft, on account
of his departure, helpless and undefended, Referting
ththg,glanmmeuummhqd beeti_premented to
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‘him, snd the many snoomiums he had- received.;

‘M. Sastri said thas he hoped that when he sailed
from Durban on Janvary 23 he wonld be able to
sy for himsetf: .“They have tempted youw, bat yoa
-hdve steod fivon,™ - - ¢ o oo
.07 . 1The Principles Of Truth
"My sérvices have beeti exaggeratod, but T realise
hat the exaggeration comes’ out of friendship and
Yove, and I dare not criticise it forther,” proceeded
“‘Mr. Sastrl.” ‘I canpot help going back in mind to
‘the dny ¥ was received in Preforia by a large and
enthnsisstic audience, On that ocoasion I vemtured
*fo usk the lndian community to observe the principles
‘of tralk'and good faith swhich Mr. Gandhi had tanght
some years before. For a flranger my words were
rash, but I took libertlés with iny own conntrymen,
believing that they might forgive what may seem to
" ba rude, and accept the advice in the spivit in which
jt wes offered. I am glad to. sap that my: own
people have . dealt with me faithfuily and fairly,
- gpd have enabled me to be their spokesman and
tepresentative in truth, | (Applanse) .On the same
‘o¢casion 1 asked the European aommaunity to carry
out the Capetown agreement in its entirety and not
only thoge parts most favourable to thom.. ln such
a compact every part is the care and concern of bath
ides,, I eaid- then that both the Indian and the
E_uro'peaq_ communities were eqaally bound to that
compact, and. I am happy 10 add thwt my appeal
&id not fall on deof ears,” '

“In Safe Haﬁdl "

“In South Africa 1 have fotnd a degree of
sympsthy and understanding for the izsues between
wa which,. before.] Jinded here, I had not always
hoped to discover, I, wounld ask my coontrymen
here ta remember that the Oapetown agreemsint is
in perfecily safe hande, whether on one side or the
pther,. {Applanse,) I find on the whole that even
ip tha pygitemment of the .eoming Goeneral Klection
the Capetown agresment, and the relationa between
dndians and Earopeans;' will be left,. with the
pxgaption of a few aberrations, almoat entirely atone,
said- My, Saatric - (Applause) I- believe that the
Gapetown. agreement looke-after thege relatians, and
thara eeemp to he no.doubt that in the. next Parlia:
ment the agreement will be observed and upheld,
ingtead of being deatroyed and denonnoed.

.« '{ want tp correct an impremsion which may have
DbRen given in the gddepsses, T am. pot leaving you
in s helpless or parloup gondition, You are. living
in & ngw envirominent. Your denliny is as much
in your handsas in .the hands of.the white com-
munjty amongst which yon.bavg come to live.. On
yoursplves depends tea. largd Eneapure - your fature
relations with the Enyopeag rgmmunjty.
Indians’ Public Duty
'y donditlons 1h whidh ay of you live sre
gadh Yhit yohy energies are solely dconpied in obtain.
tng s metns’ of livelihood, A very sinall patt of
yout energids in Yeft over for {he imptovemetit of
. Foot ctlteral condiiions. 1 find thany of Yyoug
tisihess people contentrating only oh making money
ind refusing ‘o fakte part in national affpirs, whioh
in thele duty,” " 7 25 S
" in Pretotfa. there were not haif-a.doxen people
whose eole aim was the welfate of the communily.
Each seemned 10 be engroesed in hig own little affairs.
Men with whole-heartedpéss for the community
werg lacking. - That was-a pity. A cbange of heart
waB not cpeity made, but e wonld aske bis 'country-
men 10 changp their liearts in a perlicalar way. T.et
\hem devote foor bonrs daily ‘.for others.” They
woy)d then find that the words “obange nf heart”
 wereeasily attered, but weve"in diffralen when
tiplated Intg SREOIE Ll e
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“I£at all, my fellow-countrymen, thers is onc
deop lesson which [ think yon ought to learn in this
world—it is that things go from bad to worse be-
cause we all have pride, and that pride I8 generally
falge pride.”

By lack of Christian charlty and forbearance.

conditions changed from Lad to worse until some-
thing drastic was done, 1’eace was quickly restored
by the bearing and forgetiing of a harsh word or decd.
. “There is one sentiment in yonr address to which
I will take exception,” continued the speaker. You
think I sawa greater opporinnity of servies in
India, Youn are much mistaken. India to-day, aa
you know, is the scona of turmoil and of tremendons
palilical agitation, When I go there it is not
to = place where I shall find a peaceful or
more favonrable atmoepbere for work., In fact, it
geems to me that I am perpetnating the worse possible
folly in returning thers at this time, bubt somehow
I am drawn, Now I want to make a confesston.
Infall my public and political }ife I have never for
two dsya running enjoyed grealer popularily and
love than [ have had during the lust IS months.
(Applanse.)
- Mpr. Snatri mentioned that he was more acongtomed
to an atmosphers of politioal strife than which he
bad found in Sonth Afries. I want to go back to
my natoral environment. (Laoghter.) India to-
day is in & more roubled atate than thrce years ago.
I am going to throw mysolf into u sea of tronbles,
bat I hope that the time 18 not far distant when the
oounstitutional and other yuesilons now agitating the
windn of the people will be setiled, T'he gantleman
who ia going to take 1y place is an able and trnsted
public warker, Ho will be an invalnable ally.”

‘"The relutions between the two peopls will im-
prove froui time to time until we shall never hear
sgain of the Indian problem which now seerus, so
djsastronaly, to vex the politiciAne whose attention
and energy would be better direoted to matters of
importance; to the wellare of the country. "Thera
will be no regret at the Indian :\};eemont heing
removed from the political arena.” .

Mr. Sastrl concladed by thanking everybody for
the cordial enpport whiok had heen given to him,

T'he Mayor of Pretoria (Mg, L~ De aaided.
He deseribed Mr, Sastri as an offiient 4o tife Kme
to which all present had the privilege to Lelong,
Sonth Africans were grateful to Mr, Saatrl, whoass
elaquende, tact and pergonniity bad wade such a
deep impression. Indiane in South Africa owed an
eqpal debt of gratitnde tg the man whom all hoped
would ohe day reinrn.

Mr. C. M. da Vries, ax-Magyor of Pretoria, poidl
that as a Conservative Du‘eh-speaking 8inth Afriean
he could eay tbat his views on tho colour question
had andergone a radical change since his knowledge
of the work and charaster of Mr, Saatri. The latter
wasg an asset to the British Commonwealth of Nationse
and served to bind tloser together that Asanciation
of Natlohs which #tand for peace and civilisation,

As the resnlt of Mr. Sastrl's stay in South Afriva
he Hnd bedome Ntill thote tonvinded that tlednee
politics, dleahet bnsiness und dleanet motnls weéta
the main essentials for the salation of many problems,
maid Mr. De Vrles, (Appliuse.) T
" "Pyo addressés were presented to My, Sastrd, Ong
was presented by Mr. Essop Ackoojee, on behalf of
the Pretorig branch of the Transeaal Indian Congress.
The nther was presented on behalf of the Pretoria
Ingdian Women's Asspciation,—Tas Rand Daily Mail,

P. K. Neaai and Mr, B, Mall, Rscretary and trensnrer,
respectively, of the &outh African fndiat Conliresk are in
Durban to prepare fof the fdrthcoming Bcaston of thi
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Capetown Bids Farewell To
Mr.  Saswui

British Indian Council

At Schotsch Kloof, the residence of Mr Had_jeo
Khban Gool, the president of the Cape British Indian
Council, a reveptdon wes given. oo Theaday Jan._ 1,
to the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Saetri, P.C., {Indian
Agent in South Africa) and Mr, ‘P, K. Rao, M.A,
{n connection with their impenditig departare from
the Union. Thers weré present Messrs, J. D, Tysou,
1.¢.8., C. 8. Hicketts, M.B.E., 4. Tsinail, 8. A. Roch-
fin, 4. 8. Reddy, C. B. Reddy, Ockhim Khan, M. L
Khan, 8. Dawood, A. Malik, &, E. Bachshpmia,
"Hadjip Hassen, M. Y. Hawd, D, Kalan, 1.33 Booley,
£. 1. Patel, R. Rattanjeb snd 4. I-l:amid. , |

Eloquent adiressés were delivered by Mesars.
Hadje Khan Gool sud A. Jamall, testifying 1o the
nniversal regard with which the Rt. Han, Mr. Sastri
is held in South Africa ahd oversess and ta his
valnable contribution to the solution of Indidn prob-
lems in Southi Africs. In the name of the C.B.LC.
gand kindred societies, both speakers prayed that Mr.
Sastyi would be spared a long, happy and usgefu} lifs
in the service of India dnd humanity. - '

The Bt. Hon. V. S, 8, Sgatri, in & short bt ii:
spiring reply, wished the €.B.I.C. well. Hé hoped
that the fotare of the Indian dommudity in this
Yand of sinshine would be 4 happy and prosperous
one. Ho would never forgbt the kindness and hos-
pltality extended by 4\t gectlons of the ‘population
to him énd his sef® dotiog their stay io South

A distinguished gatherlng wag present at Cape:
town station snys the Oups Times, to bid farewell to
ihe Right Hon. Srinivasa Basttl on Jap. 2. M,
Saatri was accompanied by My, J, D, Tyaon, Mr.

8. Ricketts and Mr, P. K. Rao. Among those who
held conversation &nd exchanged fipal greetings
with the disiinguished representative of thé Indian
Empire were Captain H. Birch-Reynardacn, who
wan there as the represéntative of the Governor-
Genersl, Dr. D. F. Malan, Minister of the Interior,
and Mrs. Malun, Professor W. M. and Mra. Bell, Dr,
C. T. Loram, the vice-chairman of the Native Affairs
OCommission, Mrs. Morris Alexander and Advocate
N. B. Nizon. '
- Many. of the leading vepresontatives of the Indian
dommunity- of Oapetown also were to pay their ree-
.pects, and to did farewell to their distingnished
| sountrymen. . P T

‘Cape Times’ Tribute
In the course of a leading artiole on Mr,  Santri

the Cape Times dated Jan. 3, writes 1— -
Mr. Sastri will be terribly missed in South Afriea,
“where bis iniluenge bas been a trinmpb, pringipaliy,
of personality. l.otig. before. he uvame. to Bputh
Afﬁtm :}he Agent o'i the Indisa Governmenty his

Nifts eeh redognised bolk in his ovn veunt

T’ld tn Oreat Britain, He had rid=n to bihinenee EZ
ndid @3 & thooghtfel; supremiely onltured; momt
vloguent and uttetly disintetested wian; 1, Loundon,
he hed been one of the representatives of his coups
u-dy at two Imperlal OCovferenges, in 1921 and iy
1924 At the momept when the Government of
India was searching for a representative to comie tp
Sounth Africa and give shape to the Agreement marle
betweenn the two Governmentd, India was on the
threshold of great events, " The Simon Commiission

was abont to go to Indja to Investigate thé workin
af the Conatitntion that had been granfed to Tndia
aller the Great War. Vet Mr, 9astrj accepted, afier
long hesitation; the inviiation of the Government of
u,di% 1o kbt Routh Afzics ae Tis Agetl. 1t wed an
oF trub selt-moriticemdg -Rls sampmsiol 1y he

Union are in debt to Mr. Sastri, beyond sny possi-
bility of repayment, bécause he thus put hig concern
for their welfare above his own natural wishea, :.

1t is not at all too much to say that .the whole
South African idea of India and her people has been
greatly aitered since Mr..Sasiri haa buen- ab work in
goixlﬁ' rica. The. great. tradition, 'the profeund
calture, the deep serenity and the un.-sel’f.—_eu.nanioup
dignity of India bave al n- personified in: himy.
Before he came to_South Africd, the popular idea of
the Indian political Jeader was of a giih. plansible, not
fao honest porsan, with slightly Indicroup ways and
an inflated idea of his own 'fmportance,, The mere
sight of Mr, Sastrl, dignified and {mperinbable
among a hestling -ecrowd ‘at some official._fonciion,
bas withered that idea in the minds of nnmberless
South Africapa  The slrong impression of personal
dignity that he makes is the resnlt.of no conscions
effort on hia part, Kar from thaf, he is the most
simple and the least. pretentiovs of men, And the
thought has come. into the. mind of many. Soath
Africans, when they have seen him for the first
time, that, if he is typical of the best of India, their
ideas about India and her people .mus} be. sadly

wrong. T T DU TS SN SN ST TR )
It need hardiy be eaid that wheii Mr, Sastri hag
spoken in public the eiféct of his eloguence has been
jmmense. . He is.amobg the gréatest living apeakers
in the English tongne, a natural orater, with a most
effectivo delivery.  Slowly, with a sure choice of
words, his speeches drop upon the éar, each: sentence
verbally perfect. The thonght that he is expressing
turns itenlf, without hesitation or fumbling, . into
gracefal yet forvible Tangnage,  Capetown will ne-
member. for thang years how hid addresses. In the
Univeraity Hall drew great audiences to listen t¢
bim and to come away lost in admiratlon of hig
speaking, . Theae gifta have of course .been the
foundation of the immense popnlar impresslon that
he bas madain Sonth Africa. They make it very
diffienlt far bjs snccessor to Hve un to the memory-
that he will leave. "Yet, in anather way, he has
preparad the ground so as (o leave an easier task for
Sir Korma Reddi. Soulh Africans in qutharily have
learnt to have confidence in Mr. Sastri.” They know

that his word fs {rastworthy.” They -admire his i;}-'

tellectual gifts. They have come to appreciata’his
simplicity and chatm as.a man. . They have ghared
the glamour of his gense and humeour; “simple in
essence, strangely complex and sabtle {u grain.. To
have tnown Mv. Sastri In this way is to look forward
with confidence und pleasure tothe -coming of his
sitccesgor, —~And that perbaps la - greatest -of My,
Systri's works in South Afrias, V. ., Jettsi s il

‘Rand Datly Mail's Tribute To
7 T Mr) Sastri T

Tk

_In a leadipg article headed #Better_ Relations
With Indla” in its issoe dated Jan. 10 the Rand
Daily Mt wvites 1=a - T A L P O TS
Me. Sastri’s spoech st Taesday night's bioyuet ia
Johannesburg is poseibly the last Impottunt publig
utierance of the dlstingnishéd - Aggent-Banetal 26
1ndin before he departs for his homeland on Januury
28 after handing over the duoties of hiy impprigpk
office to his successpr, Sir Venksta Reddi, 1t was a
charncteristic ntterance, noble and lofty i thonghlt
and fanitless in delivery, Mr, Sastyi {8 ope’ -of tha
8reat orptara of our timg, and for the m T
his sudiences spellbound. Bnt actu.al‘y%p?iﬁﬁi
mioré than that, for hé Ye'aled ¥ great -idbalist ‘ahd 5
great gtateemun ‘who' hes done; and will comtinue to
do, work for the British Empire the imporlange of
which it would be impos-iblu 18 overestimate, His
whievemmentsin Soutk dirta slohe bave' Bustl ¥iry
Rreat.  In dae-furt Pae 00 Was {Bndelp Toupon R

.‘I
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for the Capetown agreement, which reprasented a
change of heart in South Africa, so far as the Indian
section of the population ie concerned, which was
Hitle short of miracalons. That in itself was a
wonderfual tribute to the persussive and pacificatory
powers of Mr, Sastrl. Having achieved so much, he
might well have been content to rest upon bhis
lagrels; but, in spite of indifferent health and press-
ing demands upon his services in India, he decided
to return to Sonth Africa in the capacity of Agent-
General to consolidate the work of the Capetown
agreement by ensuring, so far a8 might be posaible,
its smooth working snd scrapulous observance:on
the part of his own people.

Mr. Sastri is now preparing t6 leave the country
after a residence of nearly two years in our midet.
1t would be idle to pretend that all his hopes have
been realised or that there have not Leen on both
sides moments of friotion and periods of disappoint-
ment. It was inevitable that this shonld have been

" g0 in the case of a question which has so long been
: the plaything of prejudice. Bat on the whole the
{ agreement has worked sarprisingly well, and eredit
i1for this achievement is very largely due to Mr
|Sastri’s statesmanlike bandling not only of each new
‘difionlty as it has arisen but also of the sitnation as
a whole, There are, however, difficulties still to be
overcome, and it was to these that Mr, Sastri referred
on Tueeday night when he ventured to expreas the
hope that during the coming ceneral election in
South Africa no front-rank politician wounld seek to
obtain votea in his conetitnency by playing upon the
anti-Indian feelings of the electors, That is a hope
which all right-thinking and patriotic men will snp-
port. In no circomstances must iojustice be doue
to any section of the population, and it is particularly
desirable from every point of view that the better
rolationship which baa been established between
Sonth Africa and India doring the past two years
shall be fostered, maintained and developed to the
Issting benefit of both countries and the greater
glory of that Empire in which they are associated.

In this connection the hope may fittingly be ex-
preseed that there should be in futare a closer com-
munion between the two countries—a communion
which might beat be established by an interchange
of visita on the part of distingaished representatives
of both nations. Mr, Sastri himself provides the
best possible justification of this idea. India has
never had so fine an interpreter. He has created in
this country an entirely new atmoaphere towards his

own land and its peoples, and he has made condi-
tions incomparably Yetter for the Indians resident in
the Union. Not only this, but he has also placed
the whole South ‘African community under 8 heavy
debt of gratitnde to him by his interpretation of
Enastern philosophy and his personal demonstration
af the serenity aud loftiness of mind which comes
from the constant contemplation of the things of
the spirit. Mr, Sastri's stay amongst us has been a
great intellectual and moral stimolus to the South
4frican community, aud for that, as well as for his
great personal charm and dislingished statesmsan-
ship, he will always be remembered with affection,
not only by those who enjoyed the privilege of bis
friendship but also by all who had the happy ex-
perience of hearing or reading those remarkable
spoeches of his which afforded so many vivid
glimpses of 3 mind which is & veritable treasure-
honse ot léarning.

Tatisinal onadown with rivs givs 4o freadom
g 1y o Bri A Bblodeninty Haputn)
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The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[ By M. K. Gaxpm ]

Part V. Chapter I.

THR Frast EXPERIENCE

Before I reached home, the party which bad
started from Phoenix had already arrived. According
to our original plan, I was t¢ have preceded them,
but my pre-oconpation in England with the War
had npset all our calonlations, and when I saw that
1 had to be detained in England indefinitely, I was
faced with the question of finding a pluce for
scoommodating the Phoenix party, I wanted them
all to stay together in Iudia, if possible, and to live
the life they had led at Phcenix, I did not know
of any Ashram where I could recommend them to
go, and therefore I cabled to them to meet Mr.
Andrews and do a3 he advised.

So they were firat put in the Garnkrl, Kangri,
where the late Swami Shraddhanandji treated them
as his own children. After this, they were put in
the Shantiniketan Ashram where the Poet and his
people showered the same love upon them. The
experiences they gathered at both these placesgerved
them and me in good stead,

The Poet, Shraddhanandji and Principal Sushil
Radra, as I nsed to say to Androws, composed his
trinity, When in South Africa he was never tired
of speaking of them, and of the many aweet memories
of South Africa, Mr, Andrews' talks, day in and day
ont, of this great trinity, are amongst the sweetest
and most vivid, Mr. Andrews therefore put the
Phwenix party in tonoh also with Sushil Radra.
Prineipal Rudra bad no Ashram, but he had n homu
which he placed completely at the disposal of the
Pheeaix family., Within a dag of their arrival, his
people made them feel 8o thoroughly at home that
they did not seem to miss Phwnix at ail.

It was only when [ landed in Bombay that I
learnt that the Phwaix party was at Shantiniketan.
I was therefore impatient to meet themn as soon as
I could sfter my meeting with Gokhale.

The receptions in Bombay guve me an occnsion
for offering what might be called a little Satyagrha.

At the party given in my honour at Mr. Juhangir
Petit’s palace, I did not dare to speak in (Gujarai.
In those palatial anrroundinga of dazzling aplendonr,
I, who had lived my best life among indentured
labonrers, folt myself 8 complete rustic. With my
Kathiawadi cloak, turban and dhoti, I looked some-
what more civilised than I do today, but the pomp
and splendour of Mr, Petit'a mansion made me feel
abgolutely out of my element, However, I acquited
myself tolerably well, having tuken shelter under '
8ir Phirozeshah's prolecting wing.

Then there was the Gujaratl funotion, The
Gajaratis would not let me go without u reception,
which was organised by the late Uitamlal Trivedi.
T had acquainted myself with the programme before-
hand. Mr. Jinnah was present, beinga Gujarati, I
forget whether 8s8 president or as the principal
apenker. He made & short and sweet little speech
in English. Asfaras I remember, most of the
other speeches were also in English. When my
turn came, I expressed my thanks in Gnjarati,
explaining my pariiality for Gnjarati and Hinduastani,
and entering my homble proteat against the use of
¥nglish in a Gujarati gathering. This I did, not
without gome hesitation, for T was afraid lest it
$hod1d be donsidered discourteous for an experienced

Witbeut Industr) end feogality abing #ill doj and
ol fnent dvseysbiin ¥ rietv
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man, retarned home after s long exile; to enter his
protest against eatablished practicea. But no one

seomed to misanderstand my insistence on replying

in Gujarati. In fact, I was glad to mote that every
one seemed raconciled to my protest.

The meeting thus emboldened me to think that
1 should not find it difficult to place my newfangled
potions before my conntrymen.

After a brief stay in Bombay foll of thess preli-
minary experiences, I went to Poona where Gokhale

had summoned me,

‘A‘]ndia Looks At Christ”

Mr. Sastri’s Address At St. Mary’s
. Cathedral

«India looks at Christ"” was the eubject of an’ address

delivered by Mr, Sastri before a crowded congregation as -

St. Mary's Pro-Cuthedral, Johanuesbarg recently.

After describing' Christ ss an avalar—one of the '

manifestations of the Deity—Mr. Sastri went on to deal

with the growipg movement in India for Independence

from Western ideas in religion and expressod his mis-
giviogs ab the fact that Obrisianity had not succceded in
disabusing the minds of their Indian converts of the
parrow-minded caste system. -

“Lagt time I was here,” snid Mr. Sastri, “I ventured to
gay that among Indians of culture Jesns Christ is regarded
a3 an ‘avatar.’ An ‘avatar’ by Hindn notions is a form
assumed by the Deity in the world's orises. Inthe Gita,
which is our eacred book, it has been said, in a8 clear

terms as possible, that, whenever in this wdrld virtne

seems to sink and vice threatens to prevail He comes
down among men to redress the balance, to emcourage
the righteons, and to punish and sabdae the wioked. It
is our belief that theso decents of God among mankind
wre o oontinnous process; they bave mever ceased; they
come not in one hemisphere only but throughout the
world, not for the benefit of all His creatures, Seversl
such manifestations have occurred in the history of man.

Buddha And Gaodhi

WThe Lord Buddha was an ‘avatar.’ It is po blas-
phemy to consider Jesus Christ a3 & manifestation made
for another people, in another age, in another envirou-
ment. It is in that light we regard Jesns.

“ Then take Mr. Gandbi, who i8 recognised by the
Christian Indisns as approaching, more nearly than any-
one elso, to the character and life of Jesus Himself. I
pay it in no sense of criticism that among all your
exponents of Christianity none in their judgment,
exemplifies Christ and His teachiogs so nearly as Mr.
Gandbi. And Mr. Gandhi, for a wonder, admits with-
out etint or hesitation that in his make-up the religion
of Christ and the teachiugs of the Bible had played no
amal} part; and I think I have said before than on
Sundays, or at lesst onoe & week, he eits down with his
pupils and reads from the Bible, explaining it to them
as be understands it.

“It seerus to me that facts such as these shoumid
convinee yon that in the Hindn ontlook on religion and
spiritus! matters there is something bhroadminded,
somethiug that kpows no distinction between truth in

one place and troth in another place, truth in one garb

or truth in another garb, truth for one colear or truth
uu&red g:; another colour.”

t. Sastri in conclusion said that the imstitution of
caste bad outlived its period of nsefuiness and he was

grieved that in Soath Aftica one of our great men had .

proited this institution which they abhorred so much
in India.

“I feel we have suffered in India sufficiently and that |

! the lesson we have learned in Indiz throughtont the ages

‘may be fearned by the world withoat further cost.”

Rand Daily Mail,

South African Indian Congtiess

The Nineth Session of the South African
Indian Congress will be held at Durban on
the 23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th January, 1929.
" The affiliated bodies are requested to

~‘send their full quota of delegates.

An opportunity will be taken of welcoming
the incoming Agent Sir K. V. Reddi an
bidding farewell to the outgoing Agent, the
Rt. Hon. V. S. S. Sastri, P.C.

All correspondence relating to the Con-
ference should be addressed to the Joint
hon. Secretaries, care. 175 Grey Street,
Durban. o S

Telegraphic Address: *“Nicely.”

P. K. DF.SAI} Jt. Hon.
L I HAZAREE| Secretaries.
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