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FAREWELL BANQUE’[;

TO THE RT. HON. SRINIVASA SASTRI

FAREWELL banquet in honour of the Right
Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, P.C., retiring
Agent of the Government of India in the
TUnion, was given by the Transvaal Indian Congress
in the City Hall, Johannesburg, on January 5. His
Worship the Mayor Councillor W, Fearnhed presided
over a la?e gathering of prominent Eurcpeans and
Indians.

After a sumptunous repast which consisted of an
elaborate menu speeches were made by Mr. M. D.
Bharoochi, president of the Transvaal Indian Con-
gress, the Mayor, the Rt. Rev. Bishop A. B. L.
Karney, Col. Deneys Reitz, M.L.A., the Rev. B. L. E.
Sigamoney, Mr. Advocate Alexander, M.L.A., Pro-
fessor J. M. Watt and Mr. Howard Pim,

As the report of the proceedings bas reached wus
veory late we have had to hold over these speeches
till next week.

Farewell Address

The following is a copy of an illuminated address
presented to Mr. Sastri by .the Transvaal Indian
Congress :—

“To Tue RT. Hon. V. §, 8, Sastr! P.C,

“Honoured Sir,—It secins hut yesterday that we met in
an address of welcome. To.day we are bidding you farewell.
You leave these shores after eighteen months of strenuous
and exacting labour, giad, doubtiess, that your task is at

last ended; eagerly looking forward to your return to the
Motherland.

“You came, you saw, were seen and heard, and you
conquered. Hearts and minds, both of Europeans and those
of your countrymen, you charmned, beinging to bear upon
the problems you found awailing you a wisdom, toleration
and breadth of vision that compelled agreement and
admiration on almost every hand.

*“Althoungh the dificulties of the Indian position in this
country remuin not wholly solved, and although our future
. occasions us some anxiely, we tender our grateful thanks for

your whole-hearted and sympathetic Jabours towards the
amclioration of aur lot,

“You carry away with you our loving esteem and leave us
the memory of a great soul, who greatly achieved.
We are, Honoured Sir, Vours sincerely,
M. D. BHHAROOCHI, President.
S. M. DESAI ]

D. M. NURS0O
P. K. DESAT |

Mr. Sastri’s Reply

Mr. Sastri who was greeted with tremendous
applause on rising spoke as follows :—

“You Worship. Ladies and Gentlomen,—I confess
to anuseal confusion in rigsing to respond to this
toast. You have received it with such warmth and
enthusiasm, that I find some difficulty in expressing
my gratitude. Words do not uenally fail me, but
upon this occasion the right ones do not come, You
will forgive, therefore, if in the remarks that I shall
offer you do not find muach continnity or firmness.

It is true that when I accepted office it was with
very considerable reluciance. My health wag not
good, and my people were very unwilling to trust

me all by myself to a strange climate. Moreover, 1
felt_ that there were some aspects of the task ’to
which perhaps I might prove unequal, Several of

Secretaries.

my counirymen to whom the post was offered,
seemed to shrink from it. Was I to be ready to
accept a responsibility from which wiser and greater
men shrank 7 : \

My mind was full of misgivings as I landed upon
the shores of South Africa. That now I have some
hope for the future is largely due to the blessings
that Providence has been pleased to confer mpon
my work in thie country. It has pleased Him that
a beginning should be made in the work of recon-
ciling two great countriea and two great peoples.
That 1 have been to some extent a humble instru-
ment in this great work, is a matter of pride and
gratification. But really and traly, ladies and gentle-
men, you share with me to the -foll the credit of
this great change that has taken place. If to my
appeals yon do not tunrn 8 sympathetic ear, if your
minda were not ready to listen to appeals for justice
and fairplay, if by nature and training your hearts
were not ready to respond to the call of our common
humanity, all my work would have been in vain,

You brought the right spirit, yon brought the true
brotherliness of view; your anxiety was not less than
mine that an end shounld be put to a controversy that
had raged with bitterness upon both sides for -too
long a time. 'Was it then a wonder that I hear ony
all sides, without so much as a single note of dissent.\
that to-day the position as between Indian and
Kuropen is full of promise ? Do not then turn all
the credit to me. Take your share of it, and in all
conscience, yonrs is the far greater share.

Much has been said of the way in which I
approached these difficult issues. Ladies and gentle-
men, nothing is simpler. When dealing with huaman
natare stirred to its depths, youn have only to be
patient, to be forbearant, to try to understand, and
above all, if possible, to restrain your tongue, so that
you may add no word of reproach to embitter an
atmosphere already perhaps too full of the elements
of bitterness.

I have endeavoured not only to follow this course
myself, but to enforce upon my fellow-countrymen
as far as poegible. My countrymen have told me
to-day, within your hearing, that they are conscious ..
now and again of having been disagreeable to me.
May I not say in veturn that perhaps they found me
occasionally too fonid of sermonising; rather too free
with the word “toleration,” and “pardon,” and
“understanding:” not quick enough to feel affront.
and injury, to satisfy them; unresponsive, may I-
say, to the pangs of a growing citizenship in their ;
minds and hearts ? That has been 30 on both sides. : -

But I have long been mixed up with public life,
and I know this, that if a controversy begins im
mutual misanderstanding, that is no cause at all
either for surprise or for disappointment or for grief.
I am not afraid of the initial misunderstanding; that
Ire_gard as only nateral, when people bring different
aptitudes and different training to the perfomance
of a common tagk. But what I am afraid of is the
continnance throughout the negotiations of this
initial tone of bitterness, and the breaking up of the .
negotiations in that same tone, unrelieved by one/

v
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relatives and friends and a namber of floral tributes
were paid. Deceased leaves behind her husband and
geven children to mourn their loss. The sympathy
of their many friends will go ount to them.

A Reuter's message from Caleutta states: —

Gandhism emerged with flying colours from the
National Copgress which unanimously passed a
Qandhi resolation laying down a comprehensive pro-
gramme for a mass organisation for the removal of
untouchability, prohibition of liguor, the boycott of
foreign cloth and stimulation in the production of
homespun cloth, Mr. Gandhi remarked that if the
programme was pursned with iron determination,
she Swaraj would be within their grasp within the
year. The Congress for the first time decided to
interfere with the internusl affairs of Indian States
and passed a resolution demanding that the Princes
ghould introduce responsible Government in their
States.

,( Mr. Sastri’s Interview With
‘Cape Times’

Some Misunderstandings About
Agreement Cleared

In a farewell interview before leaving Cape Town,
the Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastei confirmed the onti-
mistic views expressed in the message to the Caps
Times which is reproduced elsewhere in this isene.

“At the same time,” he said, "‘one must be prepared
on the eve of a general election for strange happen-
ings. The desire to catch votes twists our nature
out of shape. The temptation would be strong to
revive the anti.Indian feeling in its worst forms,
and it shond be no wonder if some politicians were
unable to resist it. Let us hope that the leaders of
thought, to whichever party they belong, will
remember that the new understanding with India
should be regarded with something of the sanctity
which attaches to international ugreements, and not
be lightly brought within the range of ordinary
political controversy or mused for petty party
advantage.

Opposition Critics

“Critics huve attempted to cast discredit on the
party in power by dwelling on the contrast between
the promises they made on the Indian question and
their practice as embodied in the present pacific
arrangements, Too mmuch importance may easily
be given to puch critivism. I prefer to regard it as
a fing at one's political oppounents in which it is
natural for people to indulge, rather than as an
jndication of the policy which they wonld adopt if
they came to power. There are plenty of other
problems to tax the energy and test the statesman-
ship of the men of influence in public affairs, In
fact, these should bs thankful that the Cape Town
Arecment has essed the situation generally, and put
out of the way a matter which, in addition to its
intripsic difficulties, brioge another Government
upon the sceme, and throws everything out of

perspective.
Change Of Hecart

“Opponents and defenders alike seem in this

. country to ignore the upliftment part of the Agree-
ment. Naturally it attracts the best attention in

India. The world at large, in so far as it pays

attention to the subject at all, regards the uplift-

ment paragraph as embodying a humane and

magnanimous policy, and will watch minately how

the Union authorities live up to the promise made

in it. The courage and determination required to

to fulfil the promise are rare in the political world, .

and no one with experience of humaa affairs will
expect, large resnlts to follow in a hurry. A change
of heart is difficult enough in an individual; in 8
c9mmunity ordering its affairs on demnccratic prin-
ciples it ie a procesa which will take many years to
be completed, and may be attended with many sei-
backs. I woald earnestly plead with my country-
men both here and in India not to expect the
impossible, for impatience only delays what it
wonld hasten. If my experience and jadgment are
not wholly withoat value, I have seen during my
eighteen months of office here much reason for
hope and encouragement.

A Misunderstanding

“The assisted emigration scheme, which forms the
other part of the Agreement, is the festure on which
the eyes of most people here are turned. The figares
have been quoted more than once in the Press, and
seem to afford satisfaction. No doubt the increased
bonus is largely responsible for this result. But we
must not loge sight of the other improvements which
were effected in the old repatrintion scheme and
which were also contributed to it.

“With regard to one feature, howaever, there secins
to be some misapprehension in the minds of the
publi¢, and it is somewhat disappointing that this
misapprehension should be shared by leaders who
might be expected to koow better. It is worth
while clearing up the matter. Formerly an intending
ropatriste bad to sign a document surrendering
rights of domicile and other rights in this country,
not only for himsslf bat for his wife and mipor
children in retnrn for free pussages and bonuos
money received on their behalf. Indian sentiment
looked upon this serrender a8 involving a national
humiliation. Besides, it was feared that the irre-
vocable natore of the step deterred many from
taking advantage of the repatriation ofler,

Three Safeguards To Remove Old Sting

“Po meot these two difficultiea the Round Table
Conference recommended that in future no docu-
ment surrendering domicile nm!i other rights shounld
bo demanded of the head of the family desiring to
g0 back to India; but that he should be aliowed,
under cortain safeguuards, to return to thia country
within three years of repatriation. At the end of the
three years the domiocile would come to an end, a8
it were, antomatically, by the operation of the new
law which applies to sll immigrants of whatever
nationality: so that no surrender in writing need
actually be made by the parties, and thus the origin.
al sting has been removed.

“Now o the gafegnards, In the first place, no
return to the Union is permitted within one year. In
the second place, the family must retara as a whole,
allowing only for deaths and for girls who might be
married in India. In the third place, refund must
be made to the Union Government of the passagoe
money, the bonuses, aud other expenses incurred by
them in the course of repatriation. Of course, the
parties would have to find money in uddition for the
return passages,

Imaginary “Joy-Rides”

“When it is remembered that the repatriates be-
long to the poorest ¢luss of Indians in this country,
it will be aeen what a Qilficulty the financial nspeot
alone constitates. The Indian delegates at the Roand
Table Conference were confident that, while this
change would attract many Indians to the scheme,
it would be safe to reckon that mot more than 5
per cent. of thoso so attracted would find themselves
able to return within three years. It may bere be
stuted that the scheine came into operation in Angust,
1927, and, therefore, from August last year people
could return. But althongh live months have elapsed,
the Department has received only twe spplications
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r this new provision. Thore, therefo::e, who
:’l:gi that facilities have boen afforded by this Gpv-
ernment for jog-ridea to [ndia and back are drawn.ig
freely on their imagination. If they succeed in
getting this new provision cancelled, they wonld
sensibly diminish the number of amigrants, bB?IdEB
reviving whbat India wouold resent a8 a mnational

hnmiliation.”—Copn  Zintes,

v ‘Cape Argus’’ Tribute To Mr.
Sastri

The Cape Argus dated December 31, 1923, writes :

To few men has it been granted to capture the
regard of South Africa to the extent achieved by
Mr. Sastri, who leaves oar shorez on Wednegday., A
conspicnons and venerated fignre in bis own country,
he was acarcely known even by name to most South
Africans when the announcement was made early in
1927 that he had been appointed Agent-General for
India. Yet it was early recognised as something of
a compliment to South Africa, as well as a tribnte to
the delicacy of her Indian problem, that so dis-
tinguisbed an Indian—perbaps the most distingniah-~
ed of bis day—shonld bave accepted a post from
which muoch trouble and little glory could be ex-
pected. Mr. Sastri has more than fulfilled the kopes
aroused.  His knowledge and ability commanded
immediate respect. His candour and capacity for
seeing hoth-sides broke down the barrier of preju-
dice. And finally his elognence won over all but a
few “die-bard” extremists. The Indian problem
wasg lifted immediately to a plane on which it had
not moved for many years. A apirit of sweet reason-
ableness began to invade quarters from which it had
been conspicnously absent. Within a very short
time agreement was reached-—rather a vague agree-
ment, it is true, and one which left much to the
good faith of the Union Government, bat still an
agreement that promised a fairer futare for South
African Indians while restricling their numbers,
Bat Mr. Sastri's work was not finished. It remained
for him to reconcile Indians to clanses that they dis-
liked, and by gentle pressure to keep the Union
Government from back-sliding. This double task
accomplished, he is able to leave his successor a pori-
tion not, indeed, completely siabilised, but in process
of settling down, We, as well as the people of India,
owe him a deep debt for that achjevement. The
Indian question was an open sore in the body politic
of the Empire; it has been converted, through Mr.
Sastri, into a minor probiem.

+s=as.The trne secret of his success lies in a fervent
devolion to daty, containing no element of personal
ambition. Jt may be that unselfish absorption of
this kind comes easler to an Oriental mind than to
the pashfnl, adventurous type of mind developed in
Northern Europe, althoagh every couniry can pro-
vide its qnota of tireleas, unseen workers, Yet there
is something specially inspiring in Mr. Sastri’s career
apart from his works. With ghittering prizes for the
taking—with all India, 80 to speak, for hias oyster
—he preferred a life of poverty and self-expression
88 & member of that nnigue Sosiety, the Servants of
India, and gave up all that the world holds valuable
8t the call of patriotism. Service on those terms is
understood in Indija, Unpractical as it may seem {o
the Western mind, the world would be a better place
to-day if it were understood and more widely prae-
tised everywhere,

+sess.1f health is Bpared—and unbappily Mr. Saatri’s
health is not very robust—we may confidently ex.
bect to find him playing a high part in the task of
coustruction, leading, counselling and inepiring his

Yont do we live fot) i it ia not to toake life leas
Ejliﬁh

AiMotlh to such other P—Beorge

with a representative of
is reported to have said:— ‘

“May I put in a special plea on my successor’s
behalf, and ask that he shonld be received with the
eame cordiality and econsideration everywhere? [
am aware that I leave
In eighteen months it has not been possible to do
more than make a beginning.”

counirymen with the same passionate fervonr, com-
bined with common sense, that brought him enccess
in our midst, South Africa parts from bim with
very real regret. It will wateh with quickened
interest and sympathy his share in the revival of
that wonde‘?l land to which he has devoted his

bigh gifts,

New Year Greetings From Mr.
Sastri

']
Mr., Sastri writes as following in the Caps Times
dated Jannary 1 :—

*“Thauks to the editorial courtesy of the Caps
Times, T am enabled to say good-bye, on the eve
of my departuve, to friends and well-wishers
whom I ecannot meet, and to offer them cordial
New Year greotipgs.

“There is unanimons testimony to the fact
that the relations between the Indian and Euro-
pean communities in South Africa have grestly
improved. For my part I ascribe this improve-
ment mainly to the good nature and sonnd
political instincts of the dominant race; and to
them I render deep and heartfelt thanks for the
kindly and considerate response which they
bave accorded to my efforts on behslf of the
Iadian community,

“Full credit must be given to the Press for the
spirit of fair-play and chivalry with which it
has treated the issues arising ont of the Cape-
town Agreement and the large Imperial isspes
lying behing them. These lagt bave now happily
come to the forefront and receive generally the
consideration to which they are entitled,

“I go back with the feeling that the Agree.
ment was framed on sound lines, that its faith-
ful execution will serve the best interests of
both countries, and that good ground exists for
hoping that it will be maiatained and strength-
ened from time to time.”

V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRL v

“Mr. Sastri On The Liquor Act

Special Plea For His Successor

On leaving Capetown in the courss of an intervietv:
the Nalal Witness Mr, Sastri

a heavy task for my snccessor.

“Itisa regret to me that one difficulty which

started in my time will face bhim immediately. It
arises from the operation of Section 102 of the
Liquor Act and of the
Act. Abont 80 Indian
thrown out of employment in the Transvaal, and
perbaps a8 many and more in Natal,
born in the Union and have done nothing to desreve
that fate,
other
thejr families.

regulations made under the
barmen and waiters will be

They were

It is next to impossible for them to find
employment and support themselves and

“The Liquor Act contains a new principle—that

a person to whom lignor is forbidden must not be
allowed to handle it. Since Parliament has thonght
fit to enact that p inciple let me not discoss it.
Bat is it not for existing interests to be duly safe-
guarded?

The interests of European, barmaids now

. Who digs a hole for his brother falls headlong into
Wi—Arabic Proverb,

o
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actually in employment, for instance, are protected
by a special provision, although the barmsaid as an
institutjon is to be sbolished. This is right and
proper, and my plea is for similar protection to
existing Indian barmen and liquor servers,
“Immediate relief can be atforded by the granting
of exemptions, which the magjstrates are empowered
nnder the law to grant, for specified pericds.
When Parliament meets again, a simple amendment
to that which proteets the present bar maids could
easily be passed for the benefit of the Indian waiter."f

Mahatma Gandhi On India’s
Demand For Self-Government

The London correspondent of the Nalal Mercury
gtates :—

In a special interview with Ths Daily Telegraph
correspondent at Bombay, Mahatma Gandbi has
interpretad “for the benefit of my British friends,”
what he and the National Congress, Calcuatta, stand
for :—

“To get rid of the suspicion of Great Britain’s
good faith, which is poisoning the political atmos.-
phere in India, and wmwake the way clear for an
nnderstanding between the leaders of the British
people and my own people. That will solve our
difficulties,” he said. ’

“My position is very clear to me. Dominion
stalus means independence. Others, partly through
suspicion of Britain’s good faith, and partly for party
purposes, have gonght {o make a distinetion between
the two, but it has been largely a battle of words.

“There’s really no ground for misanderstanding
as to what hoth I and the Congress stand for. We
want Home Rule, freedom, a constitution built up
by ounrselves, something not imposed froin outside,
If the Nehrn constitntion is accepted, it means that
we become partners at will, and malers of cur own
destiny.’ ’

The correspondent asked why My, Gandhi made a
surrender to those who do not regard Dominion
status a8 eqpivalent tp independenee, but frankly
avow a desire for severance of the British eonnee-

tion ?
The British Connection ~

Mr. Gandhi replied ;: “I admit that in a sense, I
made a surrender to' the extremists, but it was a
surrender on a point not affecting the real position,
for which I bave always stood. Severance of the
British connection, on any account, is not my goal,
but the power of severance when desired is 1"V

“The correspondent declared : *You neverthelesa
added to the demand for Home Rule an impossible
time limit, and presented a pistol at the head of the
British Parliament, Yon declared that unless the
Nebru Constitution were accepted befors Dec. 81,
1929, something dreadful was going to happen.”

Mr. Gandhi sadly shook his head : “Quite wrong!
We are in no position to present a pistol at Great
Britain, but I do not agree that the time Jimit laid
down is impossible, -
. "If another war threatened, Great Britain would
face it, and deal with the siteation immediately, but
the Indian sitnation is not considered serious enongh
to warrant handling, There Great Britain makes a
very big mistake, Indian problems are treated am a
minor affair in the business of the Empire, which
can be put off until there is nothing else to worry
about. That is what India resents, what is poison-
ing the whole atmosphero of our political life. Let
the leaders of the British people make some definite,
gerious, pincere move to meet us within the year,
then ultimaturos and time limits will not matter.”-

" Asked what would happen if Britain did not con-
dody the Nebtd Copslitatlon by December, Mr.
Gandbi smiled and peld + "} w an indorrigible optls

~—rrrorenn T

miat, and antil midnight on Dee. 31, I shall hope
and pray that the definite move for pease which we
apk will be made by Great Britain.: . -, .

“If that hope is not realised, and pur, prayer is not
anawered, I shall wake up on New Year's Day, 1930,
':io find myself an advocate of complete .indepen-

ance, AR SN

[ I .
. N
The Pitfalls
_.__'_.___: - " N .
The following article by Mxhatma* @andhi under
the above caption in Yovud Yudia dated December 13,
will give an idea to peopl¥fu this country who are
ignorant about Indian affairaof what, British rule in
India is:— I A "
" Deascribing the incidents:of' Ldckrfow in a private
letter Pandit Jawaharlal Nelirn writes: '
“An incident which® took' place yesterday
morning might interest you.”, I"have not men-
tioned it in my statement: Soon after' the
mounted and foot poloe Yad driven wa back
near the station, 'a ‘youngiman, whom I took te
be a student, cami to rae dnil ‘said that he could
bring me two revélvers imnaodiately if T wanted
to use them. "We hal “just experienced the
baton and /athi gcharges and there was a great
deal of anger and resentmentin the evowd. I
suppose he thought'that it was a favourable
moment to maké the offer, I told him not to
e foolish. Soon after 1.found ont quiteé casually
that this particular ‘person was known to be
inthe C. 1. D.” .
Pandit Jawaharlal was pafe as he hasno secrets,
If he finde any use for revolvera in his scheme for
the fresdom of the country, he will not need the
offer from an outsider to lend him one. He will
carry it himaself openly and uue it effectively when
in his opinion the occasion has arrived. So he waa
gafe from the blandishments of the C, I. D. And
what applies to Pandit Jawaharlal applies in a
measure to all Congressmen. For happily the Cong-
ress politeis abhor secrecy. Corigressmen bave
ceased to talk with closed doors; they have shed
the fear of the 0. L. D, : ’ Co
Bat the C. I, D, will not be itself if it does not
bave emiesariés whose business among other things
it is to expose people to temptations and entiap
them i the nets prepared for them, "It {4 diffioult
to iragine An oconpation more debasing and degrad-
ing than this, and yet it has been reduced to a
acience by the chief governments of the world and
has attradted to it some of ite oleverest brathe,
Britain takes perhaps the flrst place in this docup-
ation, Lying in the C. L. D. s cultivated as a flne
art. Porsonby’s Falsehood in War Time gives a
painful record of lying on the part of all the pawers
that were engaged in the pastime of mutusl des-
truotion on the false plea of philanthropy. It is a
black record of oriines commitied by the nations of
whom Britain wam not the least but probably the
greatest offender. She conld bave stopped the War
if she had been lees greedy and less selfich.
- ‘Wherever you turn in ‘India you ancounter pit-
falle, To me dvery institntion—be it the most
philanthropic—rnn by and ' in ‘the name of' the
Empire in India his an unmistzkable tnint about it,
That we ron tb and hug uiost or some of them is
no togt of their goodness. 1t is teat of out helpless-
ness, short-sightedness or sélfishress. - We havé not
the courage lo'sacrifice rnuch in 6rder to save our-
selves from oriminal participation in sdataining an
Empire which is based on fraud snd force! and
whose chief, if not ome, aim i -to purpetuate the
polidy of éver-growing exploitation of the sbealled
weaker races of the enrth. - ER
“Ina way the C; L 'D. is the least dangerons of
the trapd no oleverly luid by the bujldetth Thome
whoge eXierior i stimsotive are raslly - the -a't’mll

et Yoo
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dangerons of all. We often fall into one of these
enticing bat deadly traps, before we hardly know
where we are. It was for some sach rearon that
the Romans said: ‘Beware of the Greeks, specially
when they bring youn gifts.” When an énemy comes
to you bearing the look of philanthropy, he is to be
. most dreaded. Would tbat the yonth of the country
learnt this simple trath and avoided the pitfalls
jnto which they daily fall ‘even whilst they are
cursing the Empire and hoping to deliver the
conntry from the intolerable yoke which is nob
only ruining the nation economically bat is also
causing unfathomable moral mischief.

Indian Womanhood

Woman Delegate Nominated

Mrs. Kamala Devi Chattopadhyaya, has been
nominated as a delegate on bebalf of the All-
Indin Teachers’' Federation to the world Federation
of Educational Assoeiations at Geneva. She is leav-
ing for Europe next May and will also attend the
International Women's Congrega at Berlin and the
International Labour Conference, :

Agra Women’s Conference

The gacond Agra Province Women's Educational
Conference was held under the presidentship of Mrs,
Kamalavedi Chattopadyaya. The conference deeply
deplored the effect of early marriage on edueation
and emphatically condemned the costom allowing
immatnre boye and girlsa becoming fathers and
mothers. The conference demanded that the legal
age of marriage of girls and boys should be sixteen
and twenty-one, respactively, while it welcomed the
legislation prohibiting early marriage, The con-
erence demanded that at least two women should
be nominated in the T,P. Council from Agra and
Oudh to adequately represent the educational in-
terests pf women and urged the women of other pro-
vincea to make similar demands. Many other re-
solutions were al#o passed. ;

Rajput Women's Education

Atthe Oonferenco of Rsjput women at Ajmer, the
following resolutions among others were passed :—
“This Conference deplores the very backward
condition of women'’s education in Rajputsna and
aoks the Government of India and the various Dur-
bars to do their duty towards the - women of this
Rreat pnd imporlant provinee by taking early steps
to open Girls’ Schools in all towne and villages of
Ajmer-Merwara and the Indian States. The Con-
ference further requestd the Jocal Govermment of
A)mer-Merwara to open st Ajmer a well-equipped
Tralning 8chool for Women Teachers, - '
Thig Conference deplores the lamentable effects
of ohild-marriage on the education and health of
boye and girls and puts on resord its considered
opinion that the heavy mortality among married
girls is entirely due to this p: rnicious practice, This
Gonfe:encg, therefore, strongly condemna the evil of
early marriage and calls gpon the Government of
India and the various Duarbars of Rajpntana im-
mediately to enact legislation to make. it a penal
offence to celebrate marriages of boss below 18 and

girls below 14 years of age.”
Abolition Of Purdah

Under the ion * *
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withont the co-operating hand of the womenfplk,
Thve commandments fpr the purdal in the holy Koran
and in the sayings of the Prophet, are Dot Bo rigid
as to debar womon from all pablic activitiea, Islam
is auniversal religion. Its commandmenis are very
elastic and can hold good for all times and circum-
stances. It is the interpretation of the Mullahs and
the Moulvis that makes them logk narrow. One
ghould follow the spirit and not the literal transla-
tion of the words: - ‘Pouring old wine “into new
bottles’ is not always a plensant task. In the great
work of nation-building no foundations can be well
and trunly laid withont the cementing hand of our
women. The test of morality is that it shonld hold
fast and good under temptations. With the increase
of female ednecation the character of our girlg will
become strong enongh to withstand all oceasions and
vicissitudes, The different forms of purdah in the
various provinces shcws that it I8 mord a matter of
crstom and established tradition than of religion.”

Assisted Emigration Scheme

5125 Returned In Eighteen Months

Mr. Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi sends us the following
figurea of Indians who have retirned to India ander
the Assisted Emigration Scheme gince it has come
into force :— ' )

20th Aangust 1927 244 2801
17th September 416 10th May 1928 353
22nd October ” 210 23rd June » 155
26th November " 271 28th July » 237
24th December » 436 ist September . 241
I4th January 1928 229 6th October . 352
11th February . 424 roth Novemher ,, 247
17th March ' 200 15th December » 451
14th April " a8t To Bombay same period 290
: 2301 Total 512y

South Afhlrlcgn' Igéiag angrgsg

The Nineth Session of the South African
Indian Congress will be held at Durban op
the 23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th January, i920.

The affiliated bodies are requested to
send their full quota of delegates.

An opportunity will ge taken of welcoming
the  incoming Agent Sir K. V. Reddi and
biddiag farewell to the outgoing Agent, the
Rt Hon. V. 8, S. Sastrj, P.C.

All correspondence relating to the Con-
ference should be addressed to” the Joint
hion, Secretaries, gare 175 Grey Street,
Durban, _' ' ‘ N

Telegraphic Address: *Nicely.”
" P K. DESAl| Jt. Hon,
__ I L BAZAREE/ Seeretaries. -
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