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INDIAN COMMUNITY'S ADDRESS T0 THE PRIME HINISTER

the Prime Minister, las\ Taes lay to Marilz-

burg an opportanity was taken by the Natal
Indian Congress to presznt an adJdr-s3 of welcome to
him. The presentation took placa on Tuesday after-
noon at 2-30 at the Administrator's offics, Among
those present, besides the Prime Ministor and hia
private secretary, incloded Mr. Gordon Watson the
Administrator of Natal, the Rt. Hn, Srinivasi Sastri,
Agent of the Government of India with his secretary
Mr. J. D. Tyson, Messrs. Sorabjse Rnstomjee, P. R,
Pather, B, M. Patel, Shaik Himed, Alvocates Albert
Christopher and R K. Khn, Messrs. V. Lawrenca,
B. A. Maghraj, M. A. Motala, R. B. Chetty, Hnosen
Casgim Coovadia, M. A. H. Moosa, T. C. Moodley,
M. M. Gandbi, S. B Naidoo, M. I. Exj:a, D. Bram-
daw and the Rav, J. M. Sundrom.

After introdocing the members of the Indian
community Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee garlandad the
Prime Minister and read the address which ran as
follows :—

To GENERAL THE HONOURABLE
JAMES BARRY MUXNNIE HERTZOG,.
PRIME MISISTER OF THE UNION OF S0UTH AFRICA.

“Sir,—We the undersigned, offi:ials of the
Natal Indian Congress, a boly which represants
the Indian community of Natal, extend to yon
a warm and cordial welcoms to tha “Garden
Colony” of South Africa.

“We beg to assare yon, Sir, that in oar desire
to be law-abiding, usaful and worthy citizans of
this Union, we have not lagged behind any
other community in our loyalty to the G ivern-
ment at all times.

“You are doubtless aware that over two-thirds
of the Indians in the Union are Sonth African
born, and the rest have spent the best part of
their lives in this conntry. W2 are therafore
South Africans in every sense of the term, and
at the same time inheritors of an ancient eivilisa-
tion whick has not only inspired the civilised
world with its richness and beauty Lot has
evaked its respect and admiration.

“We note with pleasure that as a resnlt of the
Indo-Union Agreement there is every sign of
a friendly spirit in the ralationship of the Earo-
pean and Indian communitics, and we great-
fully acknowledge that in the consummation of
the Agreement your Government has shown
rare courage and wise statesmanship which ara
in no small measare due to the admirable and
foepiring lead you gave to the Riund Table
Conference in Four opening remarks. We are
further convineed of your sincerity in the ap-

@N’ the occasion of the visit of General Horizog.

liftmmt of thoe Indiin community when at
Lydenburg in Jannary lasst you said that, ‘In-
diang represented a very high civilisation and
there is no reasom why representatives of the
race in this country courld not develop to the
highest standard both morally and ethically.’

“It is our earnest appeal that the Government
will give dna consideration to the ‘upliftment
gection’ of the Agreement and thus afford re-
lief to the Indian community on such outstand-
ing matters as licences, howsing and sanitation
which still remain for an amiecabls adjustmant-
and settlement. With fair opportunities givean
to us to improve oar conditions in life, socially,
intellectnzlly and induitrially, we ara conf-lent
that we will soon cease to be a “problem” in
Sounth Africa.

“Wishing you a long and healthy life with a
brilliant and successfal career.” '

We beg to remain, Sir,
. 'Yonr obedient servants,
" (Sgd.) SORABIEE RUSTOMJEE,
President.
A. 1. KAJEE, .
P. R. PATHER,
Joint Hon. Secretaries,
SHAIK HIMED,
B. M. PATEL,
Joint Hon. Treasarers.

The Prime Minister’s Reply

R -plying to the above address which wis present.
ed in a silver casket the Prime Minister said
that ho wigshed to thank them very much for their
presentation: they might have the assnrancs that he
appreciated it very highly. It was the objet of
every Government which wanted to do something
good to coasider the interest of every saction of the
community. Tbhis was an assurance and was the
cbject for which the present Uaion Givernment
was trying where it considered the well-being of the
Indizn community and of every other commaunity.,
If things did not g» a3 fust ag one liked them to go
one was inclined to spoil things by bastening matters.
His advice which the Indian community must take
and feel convinesd of was that the Earopean was
going te look after that community’s interests and
wa3 go'ng to sea that good was done. He felt that
interests of the Indian community did not stand
fsnlated. It was that feeling that gave impetus to
th Rund-table s=ttlement. He fal: that in the
creation of the State of South Africa the Indian nyg

-
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less than any other would not only find his proper
place but have hig interests well lonked after,

He wished them all success and asanted them that
he would not be backward in the fature where
-there interests were concerned.

Notes and News

maes meeling recently held in Johannesbury

under the auspices of the T.B.L.A, an extract

was read from a lawyer’s opinion on the condonation

gcheme to the effect that condonees have to exchange

their registration certificates for protection certificates.

Nothing conld be further from the truth. The

protection certificate expressly states that the com-

donee can retain his registratinn certificate or other
papers. We guote Sec. 1 (¢} of the Permit :

#This permit entitles the holder to retain any registration

. cerlificate, cerlificate of domicile, or other document nutho-

rizing him to enter, reside, or remain in the Union or any

Province thereof, provided that if this permit i cancelled by

the Miniater such document or documents shsll be deait

with under the provisions of s-ction Zen of Act No. 22 of

1013, as amanded by section fivs of Act No. 37 of 1927..."

It: is perfectly inconceivable how the lawyer

missed the clause and offered the misleading opinion.

Qur friends on the opposite camp are entitled to their

opinions however misconceived, but we beg them

to bave some respect for facts,

FROM‘ the Press reports we understand thatat a

The implementing of the condonation scheme is
being delayed by the fact that while the scheme pro-
tects the actual jllegal entrants, it exposes the abettors
of the illegal entry. IJor every single entrant, there
are perbaps severzl persons who were parties to his
entry, Officials and non.officials, Euaropeans and
Indians on both sides of the water may be implicated
and they will naturally throw the full weight of
their advice and even importunities on the side of
leaving the scheme severely alone. Mr, Sastri in his
interview published in- the Nufal Mercury gaid that
he was assured that no oflicial or non-official Earo-
pean abettors would be touched by the Government;
bhe failed to include the wnon-official Indian. He
wae confident however that the Government would
not protoct the principle culprit and punish the
abettors. An official nssurance to that effect is
eagerly awaited, and we trust it will not be long in
coming.

The Indian bus owners are protesting sgainat the
tranafer of the bus rank from Prince Edward Street
to Alice Street, aud to tho alteration in the Overport
bus rank, By-lawsto give effect to these ohanges
were promulgated in the Provincial Gazette last week.
A deputation of filve representatives of the Indian
Bus Board of control, Messrs A, A. Peters, 8. Rug-
beer, K. Sesparsad, 8. A. N. Naidoo, and K, K,
Moodley waited last Monday on the Rt. Hon. V. 8,
8, Sustri, Agent of the Government of Indin, and
presented their case to him. Mr. Sastri gave the
doputation a sympathetic heuring and promised to
go into the whole matter very thoronghiy.

The Wage Bouard has issued its draft recommend-
ations for shop nesistafile’ wages with a cireular to
employers and employees explaining that the draft
is submitted as a basis for a recommmendation by the
Board to the Minister of Lahour, It invites alter-

* native snggestions of a constructive nature the samo
to be in the hunds of the Board by Augast 15, The
Board has fixed the minimnm wage for mnlo nssist-
ants at £5 and for female assistants at £2—15.-—0
per week, The Beard has mude no provision for
the gradual introduction of minimum waycs us

puggested by the Indlian community. The draft
recommendations of the Board have caused a great

deal of excitement among bueinessmen both Eunro-
pean and Indian.

A Native found gailty of assault with intent to
commit a serinus offence on a young married white
woman and also of theft nn two counts was recently
gentoncerd] at the Native Hixh Court to soven years'
imprigoninent with hard labour and 15 strokes with
the cane. ‘Yoo Natives do not esem to nnderstand
White peopls,” said Judge-President Boshoff in
passing sentence. “You seem to think our women
ara wild beasts to be pounced upon by yoa Natives
at will. This must now come to a stop.”

The Hindu (Madras) writes :—Pandit Gopabandhu
Das, whose death was announced on the 13th June
was & noled Orissa leader who ondeared himeelf to
his people hy bis life-long and devoted services. In
the upliftment of the backward people of bis back-
ward province, he dvemed no expense too costly
and no labour too trying. When Mahatma Gandhi
inangarated Kbadi mnvement, Pandit Gopabandha
Das throw himself heart and eoul into it and became
one of Mahatmaji's trosted lieutenants, In his death,
Oris=a loses an invalnahle worker and philanthropist
and the country a tried patriot. ’

Mahatma Gandhi pays the following tribute to
the late Pandit in his Young India :—

@Gopabandbu Babu bad given his all to Orises, I

heard of him and his sterling character and steadfasat-
news when 8jt. Amritlal Thakar was sent to Orrisa
in 1916 to distribute rolief to the famine-stricken.
Sijt. Thakor used to write to me how Gopabandhn
Babu braved inconvenience and disease in struggling
to help the helpless, He gave ap his practice and
his membership of the Legislative Council duoring
the Non-co-operation days and never wavered.
What was more for him was to stake the existennw
of his dearest creation, the Satyavadi School. He
braved the taunts of some of his closest friends and
persisted to bis eternal hononr in what they con-
pidered to be his folly. -His ono ambition in life
was to see dismembered Utlkal united'and’ happy.
He had lately becomo a member of Lala Lajpntrai's
goclety and waa planning to make Khadi an efficlent
vohicle for the economic relief of poverty and flood-
-gtrioken Orisva, The country is the pnorer for the
death of Pandit Gopabandbu Das. Though he is
not in onr midst in the flesk, he is in our midst in
the spirit. Let that noble apirit gnide the workers
of Orissa, lot his death reanlt in a large dediecation to
service, greater effort, greater self-effacement and
greater nnity among the scattered workers who are
too fow for the national requirements. I tender my
condolences to the relatives and the many disciples
of the deceasad patriot,

Sir Leslie Wilson (Governor of Bombay) ia suffer-
ing from an obsession that Saiyegralkd is unaconsti-
tntional and he must therefore refuse ‘o shake
hands with those preaching or practising it. A die-
tom of the famous English jurist, Dicey, has it
that every successful rebellion is “constitutional.”
Bnt even if yon nse the word in & narrower sense
thers can be no donbt that Satyagraha ig a perfectly
legitimato method for getting grievances redressed,
Mr. Gundhi writing on this pointin Young India uayu:

It is too late in the day to call Salyayraha
uncoustitutional whoen trnth and its fellow—
pelf-gacrifice—become unlawtul, Lord Hardioge
blessud the South African Satyagraha and even
the all-powerful Union Government gracefully
bent beforo it, Both Lord Chelmsford the then
Vicoroy, and Sir Edward (it the then Governor
of Bihar recognised its legitimacy and eficacy
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and an independent committes was appointel
resaliing in adding to the prestige of the Gov-
ernment and resulticg in the ending of a
century old wrong. It was then reeognised
in Kheda and a settlement, reloctant, half-
kearted and incomplete as it was, made between
the Government agents in Kheda and those who
were guiding the movemenrt of the people,
The then Governor of the Central Provinces
condescended to treat with the Nagpur Flag
Satyagrahis and released the prisoners and re-
cognised the right claimet by the Ratya-
grahis. Last but not least Sir Leslie Wilson
bimself when he was not yet antoached by the
atmosphere of the ‘most efficient service in the
world’ recogmised ita efficacy in Borsad and
granted the Borsad people relief.

Even 8o scrupnlous a constitationalist as
Gokhale blessed the South African Safyagraha,
It will be difficult therefore to find an Indian
politician even amongst the moderates, who will
declare Satyagraha Taboo.—The People.

ON CONDONATION AGAIN

E bave yet again to return to
the subject of condonation of
illegal entrants. 'We sympathise

with those of our countrymen, particilarly
those - who are ignorant and therefore
helpless, who are bufletted with conflicting
advices. The Congress and Mr. Sastri
advise all those who entered the country
illegally, in contravention of its laws, to
seek condonation and protect themselves,
Our friends of the Federation warn them
off condonation. Well may the perplexed
individual ask, whom shall I follow ?

At the risk of repetition, we shall place
certain considerations before our perplexed
friends and beg them to give serious con-
sideration to them. Admittedly the condo-
nation scheme is not as good as we would
wish it to be. If we had our way, the pro-
tection certificate would be permanent in
form as it is meant to be in substance, and
that it would at the same time preserve the
right to bring in wives and minor children.
The result would be to legalise the illegal
entrant, and put him in every way on the
same basis with the legal entrant. It must
be obvious to anybody that it is a concession
that we may seek, not a right that we may
demand. They have a strange sense of
justice that demand it.  They have an even
more strange sense of honour who consider
the confession, not the commission, of an
illegal act, a dishonour w0 India. The con-
fession can only retrieve the honour which
has been bismirched by the commissisn,

We have explained in previous issues why
the Government insisted on the restriction

on the entry of wives and minor children of
condonees not already here, and how they
were in consequence compelled to resort to
the temporary certificate form, how they
sought to make it permanent in substance,
and backed it by a promise to make it pucca
if it should prove defective.  Against this it
is urged by the opponents of the scheme
that it were unwise to trust dona fides of the
Government, who were only resorting to a
ruse to ask for evidence to coavict the con-
donees and deport them at a later date, We
admit that there is much in the past re-
lations between the Government and the
Indian community to warrant such sus-
picions. And the Government should not
be surprised nor vexed that their more
friendlier attitude has mot yet been uni-
versally recognised. Patience is necessary
on both sides and will be amply rewarded.
We would put the following consideration to.
our suspicious countrymen. From the purely
South African European point of view,
which demands the reduction of the Indian
population in this country, does the Gov-
ernment stand to gain or lose by the
condonation scheme? Certainly, they would
have pleased, the Europeans here if they’
bad made full use of the ample powers
the Jaw, even as it stood before last year’s
amending act was passed, gave them and
deported as many illegal entrants, as they
could lay hands on. They could thereby -
reduce the Indian population without spend-
ing large sums of money on repatriation;
which is after all voluntary while deporta-
tion of illegal entrants could be compulsory
and sure. It is moonshine to believe that
Government held their hand because they,
could not produce evidence against illegal
entrants. Under the Immigrants Regula-
tion Act of 1913, the Government had power
in Natal and the Cape to declare any and
everybody a prohibited immigrant and throw
the onus on him to prove to the contrary.
It was only in the Transvaal that the Gov-
ernment had to prove in court of law that a
holder of a registration certificate obtained -
it by fraudulent representations made by
himself. ~ Section 5 of last year's Actbrings
the Transvaal into line with the Capé and
Natal, except that in the Transvaal the onus
of proof is still with the Government, The’
law as it stands to-day gives the Govern-
ment very ample powers to deport illegal
entrants without much trouble to themselves,
In the Cape and Natal the Government
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need produce no evidence themselves. In
the Transvaal where the illegal entrant's
position is tuerefore relatively stronger, it
is significant that illegal entrants have al-
ready begun to seek condonation. Even
the Federation meeting, instead of advo-
cating a unanimous boycott, left it ty each
individual to decide if he would seek a pro-
tection certificate or not. The Government
have shown their bona fides by offering to
condone and retain in this country the illegal
entrants, and thereby running to some ex-
tent against their pet policy of reducing the
Indians in this country, and exposing them-
selves to the attacks of their European
supporters.

One weighty objection could be urged
against the deportation of illegal entrants,
and- that “is the hardship involved to the
deportees. ' *H_owever they came, many of
them have been here for many years and
built up vested interests. To deport them
now would be to invite the odium of the
civilised world. The Government have put
themselves right on this point by promising
to condone 'them and permit them to carry
on. ~ If after the ist Novembzr the Govern-
ment should institute a rigorous search for
illegal entrants and ruthlessly deport them,
there is no moral force that can stop them.
Protests trom the Government of India
would be out of court. They could not
possibly take up the case of those who
violaled the laws of this country and on top
of it spurned the condonation of their action,
There is every danger that the provocative
- language used by some of the opponents of
the condonation scheme might provoke the
Government to apply the law without mercy
or tenderniess. We trust and hope that -the
Government will refuse to be influenced by
such language, It is well for our country-
men to realise,” if they have not done so
already,that any improvement in our con-
ditions iz only possible with the goodwill of
the Government and the European popula-
tion: and provocative language ‘particularly
when it is impotent, is hardly likely to help.

Impotent we say advisedly. For defect-
ive as the condonation” scheme is, whaut is
the alternatwe that the opposition can pro-
duce? When after the 1st of November
the Government gets hold of a number of
illegal entrants and orders their deportation,
what is it that the opponents of the scheme
propo'se to do to save t_hem ? We shall be only

too delighted if they will obtain better terms
of condonation or a legislative gencral
amnesty. They will be better employed if they
attempted it rather than the d=nunciation of
Mr, Sastri, the Congress and the Condona-
tion Scheme, May be that if we gracelully
accepted the scheme, we may in the next
few years when the relations between the
Indians and the Europeans have improved
much more, hope, with the assistance of the
then Government of [ndia, to rectify the
defects of the present scheme. But if we
reject it what then? Just deportation, and
nothing more.

Let us sum up. Those who condemn
the Condonation Scheme have not taken
the trouble to secure a better scheme. By
their provocative language they are simply
egging the Government to take drastic
action. They are playing into the hands of
the anti-Indiaus and a certain section of the
colonial-born Indians who would rather that -
the scheme was not availed of and the Gov-
ernment had a free hand to deport a maxi-
mum number of illegal entrants. If that is
their intention, they might as well say
so; if not, they know not what they do.

Protection Certificates

S —

For Those Temporarily Absent From Union

The following is a copy of a letter received from
the secretary for the Interior in reply to u letter
written on July 7 by the Secre.aries of the South
African Indian Copgress:—

No. 53{74.

Department of the Intorior,
Union Buildings,
Pretorin, 24th July 1928,

The Joint Honorary Secretaries,
Bouth African Indian Congress,
P.0. Box 5339, Johannesburg,

Gentlemen,—With- referonce to your letter of the
Tth instant, relative to the applicalion of the Con-
donation Schemse to individuals at present on n visit
to India, I have to inform yon that when the dopn-
tation from the Congress interviewed the Hononrable
the Minister at Capetown, it was delinitely stated
that if the 1st October, 1923, was fixed us the closing
date, ample time would be allowad to all concorned
whetlier resident in the Union or elsawhere.

It is derired, however, Lo deal with all applica-
tions in a sympathetic manner, and provided, thers-
foro, the application for a Protéction Cortifioate from
an illegal entrant, at present temporarily abseut
from the Union, is received on or before the lst
October, 1928, the individoal concernod will be
allowed a reusonable time 1ol ezreeding sic months in .
which to retarn to the Union and complete the
necessary formalities.

i have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) C, 8. Scnmm'
Secretary for the Interior.
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What is The Bardoli Case

{ BY M. K. GAXDHI IX “Yorss INpia™)

[ The fullowing epitome of the ¢ise has been pre-
yared in response to many ealls {or the barest Fom-
mwary of the case for the bosy reader. Though the
case has been stated in ampie Jd-qail in these pauew,
the foilowipg summary wiil be belpfal to those who
want 10 work “or the Satvugrzhis, bat who may not
know what the case exaciiy is and who may have no
Ume 1o go through the files of papers. Tha sam-
mary i8 neceasary because of the ever growing in-
terest excited by heroic snfferings of the georle of
Bardoli MK G]

In the matter of revision settlerpents there has
been calealated fivating of pablie opinion and of
resolotions of the Legishative Coancil dnring recent
vears. In pursmince of the alvice of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee, “that the process of re-
vising the lznd revenue amessments ought to be
hronght pnder cleser revuiation by statate,” the
Bombay lLegislative Council passed by a lerge

majority in March 1421 a resolution to the effect
that a commi tee be appointed to consider the ques-
tion of regulating revision of ass~ssment by legicla-
tion, and that “no revision be procseded with and no
new rates under any revised pettlement be intro-
duced till the said leg'slation is bronght into eff- et.”
The fret rsri of tLhe resclution was carried by Gov-
ernz ent appointing the Land Revenme Asessment
Commitiee, bat the second pari was ignored, and re-
vision seitiement of one taloka after another was
preeeded with in the teeth of the resolntion. Ia the
meantime the Land Revenaoe Committee had sat and
publizshed its report, and the Bombay Legislative
Asembly in March 1327 passed by a very large
majority another resolution recommending to the
Governor-in-Conncil to give immediate effect o the
resvlation of March 1924 by effecting necessary
legislation after taking into consideration the Re-
port of the Land Revenue Assessment Committee,
and “pending snch legislation to issue orders to the
revenne anihorities coneerard not to collect the
assessment enhanced in revision after the 1lith
March, 1924 The legislation suggested by the
Land Kevenuoe Assessment Commitiee is at present
before the Legislutive Conncil, bot revision setile-
ments bave gone op, almost with the deliberate in-
tention of frostrating the very object of the legis-
lation when it should ultimatels come to pass. Bar-
doli is only one of the several talukas where there
shoal have been no revision and no levying of new
rates in the 'erms of thess resolatione. This is a
fundamental preliminary otjection to the revision
s ttlement in Bardoli, apart from the merits of the
cage.

1 sball briefly dizenss the merits. The new Bar-
doli revision settlement was prepared by Mr. Jayakar
who sobmitted his recommendations in November,
1925. He recommended 30 per cent. enhancement.
The Settlewnent Comamissioner, Mr, Anderson, dis-
agreed with the basis on which Mr. Javakar ‘had
mad= his recommenddation, adopfed a naw basis, and
ncommended 29 per cent. Goveroment disirreed
with the recommendations of both and fixed 22 per
cent. The original arsessment of the talnka which

was R 5.14,762 i3 noder the new revision some-
thing over $,20.000,

As against this the agricolturists of Bardoli con-
tend that the taluka is assessed right up to the full
limit and that there is absolutely no cass for en-
hancement. The oceupants in the talaka are divided
a8 under according to the size of their holdi-vws.—

Lto3 acres 10,379
6to2> 5,936
2ito 10O 529
0L ts 300 40
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Tt oy be mafely assmmad that all the occupania
having nt more than 25 acres galtivate their own
1and and that thnze with largar hollines lease their
lind to the agrienliariszs.  Thia means that 16313
occapan's ac'mally enlivaie 127045 acres which
is the totaliy oocapisl area, Le, each occupant culti-
¥3i+3 on an average somathing like 3 acres of Iand.
It is inequitable to go on the srength of rents
—eennomic or tn>conomic—enjosed by a very small
fraciion, i.e., 53 largs landhnlders The land
revenne assessment ought to be fixed having regard
to the valne of the land held by the 16,313 agrienl-
toris:s and to the profi:a of sgriculture enjoyed by
them, under Seetion 107 of the Land Revenue Code.
Thae azricalrarists of Bardoli eontend that assuming
the averaze yield per acre and assuming the very
birh sandard of prices adopted by the Settlement
Otficer as accurate (tbouegh the prices bave con-
siderably gone down since the report), an agrieal-

- tarist caltvating 8 acres of land (the average) does

not earn profits eatitling the Government to make
any increase in the existing rate of aspesement. They
are prepared 10 prove this sta‘ement and they nmin-
tain that even if the basis of 30 per cent. of the pro-
fits be 2ccepted, no increase is warranted, and if the
basis of 23 per cent. of the profits be accepted. a
copsiderable reduction in the existing rates would
be necessary.

They thuos rely for their contention on the actaal
eonditions obtaining in the talaka, but they also rely
on attarking the value and a~curacy of t_he Govern-
ment reporta They contend, wiler alis, that Mr.
Jarakar, the Settlement Officer, made o enquiry
worth the name, visited few villages, afforded no
opportunities to villagers of making representations
pertaining to the question of increasing the assess-
ment, and prepared a perfunctory survey. He pre-
pared the most essential statiz'ics in hia office, with-
out exercising the slightest serutiny and relied for
his recommendations of 30 per cent. on the sole
basis of rise in the valce of gros prodoce. The
perfunctory natore of Mr. Jayakars inquiry, if
ingniry it could be called, i5s enough to render it
valuelesa. Bnot Mr. Anderson serionly questioned
the value of Mr. Jayakar’s report on another and a
very sabsian'ial ground which was pointed out by

" the people’s repressntatives also. He rejected the

most vital part of Mr. Jayakar's report—v<. where
he bases his recommendations on the value of gross
produce—as ‘irrelevant’ and ‘positively dangerons
as affording no justification for his proposals and
soggzesting argumeants against them.” In the cirenm-
staneag Mr. And=rson’s obvious duty was to suggest
to Government a fresh inquiry. But he overshot the
mark and proceeded to make his own recommend-
ations on the basis of rental statistics—a basis of
which the equoity has been seriously challenged by
several high-placed Government officials, and the
gtatistics themselves have in the present case been
eerionsly challenged as lacking scratiny. If Mr,
Jayakar drove a eoach and four through the Seitle-
ment Manual, in making no real inquiry, Mr. Ander-
snn went one better in coniravening the Settlement
Manual which lays down that rent should be only
one of the factors to b2 considered and that even
when they are taken into account, ‘they c¢an mot be -
used as the basis for definite couclusions......unless
they exist in considerable volume and muless their

_reliability has h2en carefally tested.” Mr. Anderson

grossly erred (1) in exclasively relying on the rental
statisties an1 (2) in assnming that the two éessential
cond’tions for their being of any wvalue had beon
satisfis). In one placa, Mr. Anderson chargea Mr.
Jagakir with having mid»s ‘no attempt to eompile
B'atistica showing the area rented and the area culti-
vitad by its owners’ and yet proceeds on Appendix
H and weangly arrives at the coynclusion that “at
lewst half the total siraa is held by landlords who do
uok cultivate it The orror {d basod on hid Hastily
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assuming seven yeara’ statistics—£2,923 acrea—13a one
year's statistica and on his utter disragard of Mr.
Jayakar's own estimate of land held by non-neri-
eulturists, which is 23,995 acres, i, e., aboat 18 per
cent of the total area—a more plausible, thongh not
a strictly accurate estimate, becauss not based on
jnquiries on the spot.

" For these reasons both Mr. J ayakar’s and Mr,
Anderson’s reports are worthless and the rate of 22
per cent. fixed by Government is absolutely arbitrary
e it is based on no freeh or accurate data.
The Satyagrahis of Birdoli have therefore pledged

themaeelves to pay no assesament nntil either.

" 1, The enhancement is cancelled; or 2, an in-
dependent impartial tribunal ie appointed to examine
the whole case. Lo

-
]

The Story of My Experiments
~ 'With Truth

{By M. K. Gaxnpar}

 Part IV, Chapter XXIII.

A Prer mro Tue HouseHoLD

‘We have qeeﬁ in o previons chapter that thongh the

exponses of the household were heavy, the tendency

towards aimplicity began in Durban. But the Johanaes-
burg h?nse came in for mnch more overhauling in the
light of the Ruskin teaching.

-1 introduced as ‘munch simplicity aa was possible in a
barrister’s house. It was impossible to do withont a
certain amount of furniture. The change was more
internal than external, The liking for doing personally
all the physical labour increased. I thereforo began to
bring my -children also: noder that disciplive.

" tustesd of buying baker's bread, we bagan to prepare
unleavened wholemeal bread at home according to
Kohnoe's recipe, Common wmill flonr was no good tor
this, and the nse of handgronnd floar, it was thonght,
would ensure more simplicity, health snd economy. 8o
I purchased a band-mill for £7. The iron- wheel waas
too heavy to be tackled by one man, and easy to be
managed by two. Polak and I zad the children mainly
worked at it. Mrs. Gandhi also occasiopally lent a
hand, though the grinding hour was her usnal time for
begivning kitchen work, Mrs, Polak now joiaed us on
her arrival. ‘The grindioy proved a very beneflcial
exeroige for the children.” Neither this nor any other
work was ever iraposed on th.m, but it was a pastima to
them to come aud lend & hand, and they were at liberty
to break off whenever tired, Bat all the children in-
olnding those whom I shall have oceasion to introdace
later, somehow, generally never failed ma. Not that T
had no laggards at all, bat moat did their work cheor-
fully enongh,” I'can recall few youngaters in those days
fighting ahy of work or pleading fatigue,

“Weo had engaged a sarvant to look after the house,
Ha lived with us a3 8 membar of the famliy, and the
oliildren used to help him in his work. [he Maunicipal
awooper removed the nightsoil, but we personally .ttended
to the cleaning of the closst inatead of asking or exoecting
the gervant to do it. This proved a 'good training for
the children. The resnlt was that none of my sons
doveloped ady aversion for scavenger's work, and they
naturally got 8 good grounding in general sanitation,
There 'wnn'l'mrﬁl: sny lilouss in the bowe st Johunnen.

bnrg bat whenever there wox any, the nursing win will-
inzly dona by the children, T will not any that I wae
indifferent to their literary edueation, but U cortsinly
did ot heritute to sacrificz it. My sons have th:refore
gome reason for a grievance apainst me, Indeed they
have occasionally given exprewion to it, and I mast
plead gnilty to a certuin extent. The desire to give them
a literary education was there. [ even endeavonred to
give it myrelf, but every now atd then there was some
hitch or other, As I had made nn other arrancement
for their private tution, I nied to get them to walk with
m2 daily t> the office and back home,—a distance of
about 5 miles in all. This gave therm and me a fair
awvoant of exercise. I tried to imstroct them by con-
versations during these walks, if there was no one olae
claiming my attention. All my children excepting the
eldest, Harilul, who bLad stayed away in India, were
brought up in Johannesburg in this manoer. Had I
been able to devote ab least ao hoor to their literary edu-
cation with strict regalarity, I should have given them,
in my opinion, an ideat education. Bat i1t has been
their as also my regret that 1 failed to ensnre them
enongh literary training. The eldest son has often given
veot to his distresn privately before me and publicly in
the press, the other sons have generally forgiven the
failore ae unavoidable. I am nob heartbroken over it,
and the regret if any is ‘that I did not prove an ideal
father, Bat I hold thah T sacrificed their literary train, -
ing to what I genuinely, thouzh may be wrongly, believed
to be service to the community. I am quite ulear that I
have not been neglectfnl in doing whatever was needful
for building up their character, and I believe it in the
bonnden duty of every parant to provide for it properly.
Whenever, in spite of my endeavour, my sona have been
found wanting, it is my certain conviction that thry have
refiected not want of care on my purt bub the defects of
both of their parents.

Children iuherit the qualities of the parents, no less
than their physical features. Eavironmennts do play nn
important part, but the original capital on which a child
starts in life is inherited from its aucestors, I hava also
seen children suncessfally sarmonnting the effucts of nn
evil inheritance. That is due to purity being an inherent
attribute of the soul.

Polik and I had often very heated disonssions abont
the desirability or otherwise of giviog tlhewe children an
English edacation. Lt bas always bsen my oduvietion
that fndina parents, who train their children in thinking
and talking in English from their infuncy, betray their
children nni their country. They deprive them of the
gpiritual and social heritage of the nation, sad render
them to that extent unfit for the service of the coantry.
Haviog these conviotions, I made a point of alwnys

talking to my childrea in Gujarati, Polak never liked
thie. He thoaht I was spoiling their future. He con-
tended with all the vigonr and love at his command
that If childrea were to learn & universal langaue like
Eoglish from their infanoy, they would essily gnin cons
giderable advance over o.bers in the race of life. He
failed to convince ma [ do not mow remember who:her
I convinced him of the correctness of my attitnde, or
whether he gave me up as too obstinate. This bappened
about tweaty years ago, and my convictions have only
deepened with my experience. And thouth my =ons
bave suffered for waat of full literary elucution, the
knowle 1ze of the veroacalar that they natarally acqaired
bas been all to their and the country’s good, inssmuch

_ a8 they do not appear the foreigners they wonld other,

wiso have been. They aaturally became bilingusl,
speaking and writing Bazlish with fair enso, becsuse of
daily contact with & [ ecircle of English friends, and
becanse of their atay in a oountry wh re English was the
language ohlefly epokeu.
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The Indian Question In
South Africa

Mr. Kodanda Rao’s. Address To Students
Christian Association

( Continued from pags 220 )

The basic principle which South Africa desired
and India conceded was that the maintenance in
Sonth Africa of weatern civilisation and standards of
life by just and lezitimate means mnst be gunarantesd
a#nd should be in no danger on account of the
presence of the Indians in this country. In consi-
deration of this principle, India sorrendered two of
her claims—free migration within the Empire and
the political franchise. She consented to the pro-
hibition, not by law but by administrative action, of
all farther immigration of Indians. She would not
press for the franchise until the Earopean popula-
tion felt safe to extend it to the Indians. She went
forther and consented to a policy of voluutary re-
patriation of Indians from this coantry in order to
redaoce that population in this country. All these
were agreed to as long ago as 1914, and by Mr.
Gandhbi and others. Since the inaugnration of the
repatriation scheme in 1914 about 23,000 Indians
have left the couantry and gone to India. It was
confirmed and improved in 1927 by the Capetown
Agresment. The rate of repatriation has increased
aince then.

The stoppage of further immigration into this
country is not, however, absolate. The wives and
minor children of domiciled Indians are permitted
to eater the country on the principle that husband
and wife and their minor children should not be
separated but allowed to live together. India fur-
ther accepted the indastrial policy of South Africa
—the policy of civilized lubour, which is not the
same as White Labour.

Sonth Africa for its part abandoned the policy of
segregation, which was the basis of Mr. Patrick
Danecan’s Class Areas Bill of 1924 and Dr. Malan’s
Areas Reservation Bill of 1925. She has for the
firat time accepted the Indian population that must
remain in this country as part of the permanent po-
pn(;ation and promised to nplift it to western stand-
ards.

The present Union Government has enunciated
the new policy in noble words which are worth
quoting : “The Union Government firmly believe
in and alhere to the principle that it is the duty of
every zivilised G)ivernment to devise ways and
means aad to take all possible steps for the aplifting
of every section of their permanent population to
the full extent of their capacity and opportunities,
and accept the view that in the provision of educa-
tional and other facilities the considerable number
of Indians who remain part of the permanent popu-
Iation should not be allowed to lag behind other
sections of the people.” Considering the previnus
policy of the present Government, it has shown
great courage and greater wisdom in thus publicly
announcing its new policy. It is an exhibition of
high statesmanship all too rare in polities. India is
profonndly greatful for this, the Magna Charta of*
the Indiaps in South Africa.

Of coure, it is recognised that it would take long
for the policy to be fnlly implemented. Pablic
opinion has yut to be permeated by the policy. Old
prejudices die hard. The task of uplift is always
har.| and lahorions, involving large sams of money,
and calling for greater patience and perfeverance,
and fhe mistionary spirit. Neverthelesa, 1t i» tho
only right policy. It is Christian, it is righteous,

-~

and it is in the interests of the Europeans them-
selves. Lat it be remewmbered that to a considerable
number of Indiang Sonth Africa i the land of their
birth, and they have to live in this country and what
is more make a living. Their degredation will bring
down the level of wages, of sanitation and health,
accentuate nnfair competition, and react unfavour-
ably on the Earopean popnlation.

Since the Agreement was signed two steps have
been taken to implement its terms. The Natal Ad-
ministration has appointed a Committee to enquire
into the condition of Indian education in that pro-
vince. The Committee has reported, and though
from the Indian point of view, i8 not as favourable
a8 it might well have been, it is bound to improve
Indian education in that province. The Committee
bhad the assistance of two educational experts from
India: and they have also advised the Transvaal Ad-
ministration as to the needs of Indian edncation in
that Province, and some much needed improvements
are expected there, :

Again in terms of the Agreement, the Union
Government have recently annonnced the appnint-
ment of a Commission to investigate the housing
gnd sanitary conditions of Indians in and around
Duorban. 'Fo this Commission they propose fo attach
as Assessors, two Indians, representing the South
African Indian Congress. The association of Indians
in snch an enguiry is significant.

The indirect resalts of the Agreement are by no
means negligible. The most important is the changs
in the atmosphere, It ia more friendly now. Thus
Mr, Sastri’s scheme for a Training College and High
School for Indians in Durban, the Durban Munici-
pality’s grant on leaschold of two acres of land in
the Borough for a Trainiag College, its new bailding
schemse for its Indian employees, the Indian Soeial
Service Committee, and the Indian Child Welfare
Society, which have recently been organised and are
now engaged in social work among the Indian com-
munity in Durban, are all the results of the new
ppirit since thd Agreement. , .

Il is not professed that all the legitimate griev-
ances of Indians have been redressed; such & con-
summation was not expected so soon. There 18
reason to believe, however, that the corner has been
torned, that the days of bitter and frenzied anta-
gonisms and hatreds are past, and that the future
bholds promise of peaceful aud harmonions progress,
however slow it may be.

What is this change due to ? How has it been
bronght about ? Yo some measnre it is due to the
new status which this country has assumed as the
result of the last Imperial Conference. The exult-
ation consequent on the achievement indneeq the
Government of Gen. Hertzog to vindicate the new
status of unhampered freedom in the only way it
can be vindicated by a more magnanimous attitade
towards the weak and powerless peoples resident in
the Union. Secondly it is due to the greater know-
ledge and understanding between the two countries
brought about by interchange of visitd, The visit of
the Paddison Deputation from India and the visit of
the Beyer's Deputation from this country to Indis,
the patient work of reconciliation and goodwill
carried on unceasingly by the Rev. C. F. Andrews
both here and in India, and the visit of Mrs. Sarojini
Naida, and the Indian Deputation to the Round
Table Conference, all these exchangea of visils and
the personal contact and understanding that they
brought about, helped to create a new and friendly
atmosphere. Sounth Africa and Indiza resolved ‘to
look at the issme as a comamon problem and eo-
operate in solving it.  Each country recognised that .
the other had a case which could not be lightly

brushed aside. They resolved to explore a policy of
give and take and meel as fir a8 possible the withes
und exigancied of eaoh othet. I muy perhaps be
permitted to make a reference to the work of my

LI
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own chief, Mr Sustri: " Itis gratifyine to see it -
mitted on all bands that he has been tho grestost
single inflaence for mntyal understunding and good-
will belween the two coantries, ,
. The proposed visit to' India next Decomber of a
.Boulh African Delegation to the Stadents Christian
Conference i8 another very welcome step. Such
visite will draw the two counntriea together and
enable us to realisge that at bottorn human nature is
about the same whatever the colour of the skin, and
strengthen the links between the two peoples.

There are more links than one that bind us to-
. gether. Indiaand Bouth Africa are members of the
same Commonwealth. There is then the Indian
problem in South Africa in which both countries
are equally interested. There is besides the trade
link. Dr.-Meek's Indian Trade Delegalion revenled
to 'us the volume and valne of trade between India
and South Africa, and made ns realise what & good
customer India was of South Africa, If Dr. Meek’s
misson resuits in the sppointmens of Trade Com-
misaioners and the establishment of direct trade
transactions, instead of through London as ie the
case to a large extent to-day, the trade link between
the two countries is bound to grow stronger and
enlarge the scope of common interests.

And in this task of reconcilintion, of mntual
understanding and righteous conduct, the atwdent
population of South Africa can even from now,
before they assame the direction of public policy a
few years hence, play no insignificant part,

( Concladed )

Aiders anci At;ettors Will Not
Be Interfered With '

Statement by Departm'é;n of Interior On
" Condonation Scheme

- 'While going to Press the following statement wus
received for publication from the Department
of the Interior regarding .Condonation applications
and immunity of abettors :— '

“Though place and date of Brat entry into Union
should where possible be given by applicants for
condonation, Department realise that information
on these points will in many cases be approxiwmate
only, and jn any ‘case no applicant is obliged to
prove more than that he was in fuct in the Union or
the Province concerned before 5th July 1924, When
Departmental records clearly ahow that applicant
was here before that date no further proof will be
required or questions asked. Even wliere applicant
is called upon to addace evidence that he was here
before the critical date there is nothing in form .of
application to require him to disclose manner in
which he criginally entered or to name persons who
abetted illicit entry or at any time harboured him
and he will not be pressed to make such disclosare,
Department. not desirous of making Condonation
soheme means of securing conviction for persons
who in past assisted illicit cntrants to evade immi-
gration laws.” o )

NoTB :~Tho above statement removes tho doubt
that hitherto existed about the pos‘tion of those who
may have aided the gondonees in their original iliegal
entry. The statement of the Department that “it is
not ..desirons of making condonation scheme
meana of securing corviction for persons who in the
past assisted fllicit. entranis to evade immigration
lawe” i8 a clear proof of ila sincerity about the
peheme, Al thoss concerned who have not yet
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