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ESSENCE OF THE AGREEMENT
MR. SASTRYS SPEECH AT THE ROTARY' CLUB!

and perhaps reflect no discredit upon. those among
whom they live,

But npliftmenl needs not only wise brains, but.eff-
cient organisation and a great deal .of money. It is.
not wise to expect quick results. Bat it is nesessary
onh the other hand to see that netime is lost and that
the best miands in the coantry are.set to work to see
that this part of the agreement is dn operatibn as
well. ‘

For nothing is.1ore clear than - this, that: even- if.
asgisted emigration works-to the tep :of -its abilities -
there will be still lef} oo your handsa section of the
community relative to your ewn people -that you'.
cannot afford to Jet them remadin . .where they are-
new. In point of view of -edncation, statns.of life.
and.in every coanceivable point they are not now a8 .
they might well be. Itseems to -me-+that it is not-.
sufficiently realised here that the Indians who are
here though they may not be brought from amongst-.
the btst section of Indians are not-sach-as-are hope- .
less. From thern s good deal more -may -be drawn:
for the benefit of the enlire community than is .now

- being drawn and I entreat you to bear-iz mind «that:
if treated with sympathy and .consideration-they ave:
certain in the conrse of a few years -not. only to de
credit to themselves but to be-of a.certain ameant-of
use io-the commnnity here. ¥om may nes.all -
appreciate thig point of view for I do net think . that..
everyone knows the Indian.. very well. You know
him cecasionzlly by sight bat voua koow him mere by
prejadiced reports yom hear. ForI have no-hesii
tion in saying that the Iadians are -beld in .for lesy
eateem than they deserve to be, :Ewxem his virtnes-
are zet down a3 -vices and -plaged .to hie .diseredis.
Tkis is however the result of 2 peint of. view -whieh-
itis{o be hoped will .change. One -of the -NRAPE
agcording io the agreement upliftment to:be ;applied-.
to the Indizn commaunity is te improve -the..condi-
tion- of their education.. That-ovendition. isdescribed
in the Capetown Agreement as guavaand there-is
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HE Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sasiri delivered the
following speech at the Drrban Rotary Club
on Friday Msarch 30:—

This is the second occasion within six months that
I bave bad the privilege of addressing rotarians of.
Durban, I greatly appreciate the henoar and. trust.
you will forgive me if I bave to open the. subject of.
Indian affrirs, which is of practical importance to us
all, to you no-less than to me.. The agreement-about.
which I am to speak to-day was concluded some-
what over a yearago. It has been in operation for.
only twoe moniba Iis essence can be stated in two.
words—repalriation and upliftment, the sending
away of such members of the Indian comimunity =
will reduce their numbera to what. I. have already
called ‘ managable proportions’ on ope hand, and
on the other of helping the rest—those who remain
here—10 become a useful and permabent part of the
population of this country. These are the two aims
the agreement kept before it.. As to the first the ro-
patriation scheme has Bow been improved and these
improvements are 8o great that they. by themselves.
justify the agreement becanse we no longer call it
repatriation but aseisted emigration. Sometime ago:
the Minister of the Iunterior spoke in Parliament
about the way in which this part of the agreement
was working. He expressed great saliafaction.. As.
a.matier of fact the new terms nunder whieh peaple.
are talien away ¢s-India came into operation only in
Aungust of last year but.even so the figures of those.
who have been returned to India are so striking that
the Minister was quite right in expressing his grati-
fication. To give you an idea of how this part of.
the agreement is working I will give you the
figures. In the firet part of last year the scheme
was 1ot in operation but koowing that the scheme
would begin to work the number of those who went.
back from Januvary to June was 1320. In .the latter
pard, from July ‘to December the number mse to.
1655, But it ia the figares for this year that ave the

most striking. During the three mogths January . to.
March there have gone back 1008 Indians and . there
is no sign of slacking.. On the other hand there are.

more people waiting on the lista than can be shipped .

back to India

These figares show results which. even. the . most.
soeplically minded will admit to be satisfactory, 1
have only to say under this bead that the Gowern-
ment of India are doing their very best to see that.
those who go back are looked after so that very en-
couraging acconnts will come back to their. friends
and kinsmen here. To assare yon how the Govern-
ment of lodia undertook-this part of their duty the
Commissioner of Asiatic Affairs, Me, Veon, is-now
on a wisit to India and I believe that when he comes
back be will express his satisfaction at the. way in
which repatriates are being looked after,

In the second. part of my address—upliftment
—I hope tbat those Indians who are to. remain here
will be helped to achieve such a condition that they
will no longer be 2 menace to the people but on the
other hand be a2 useful section of the community

no doubt it merits that approbrions: epithet. There-
is-going to sit in. Maritsburg . within the oexl- .few.
days a Commission whioh will conducs AL inquiry -
inte this-subject and it will net de-fitting for -me..40 -
anticipate the results of their laboars or in (BILY . WaF-
embaras- their aelivity. But there. is ‘one point~of-.
view I must bring before yom to-day. The. question.. .
of education lies at the very seot of all ..other.
aspecis of this grave problem. If yeu.educate-a-.
poople yon provide them with -the best -means.of °
looking after themsclwes; .. llivaraey: is-in overy .eon- -
ceivalle way, literally and <conommenlly, & rext
menace. The Indians must be said tocday -i» ba an--
illiterate community, . Some of you fergetuthat point....
of view and say this-is the alate of -things in Endial-..
Il donotdeny it. Ido not.wish for.a mememnt.to.:.
deny it, bat.that is not the -right way te look at it~
If that were.the right way wo-mightiall give-way :fo--
despair.at once. What you ghonld. have before FORE

" minds is.. ‘ These Indinns are going. to :remain - heve,. .

how are we going to ireep them ¥ For they will soon
be your own people. There is to-day more shan two-
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thirds of the Indian population who are colonial-born,
who do not know India and who are fast forgetting
t\heir own language. In ten years’ time the whole
of the Indian pepulation here will bs part of the
erantry-—born here and brought up amongst you.
Towards them your duty must be of a far different
characler to those who have just come here and may
go back. It is therefore essential that you examine
their South African point of view and not their
Indian point of view. Wo in India have failed be-
e:n'la? of our point of view and partly because of
finarcial reasons. Bnt you must think of the prob-
lem from your own standpoint. A large sec.ion of
your permanent people remaining sunk in illiteracy
ja to you unbearable. There is nn reason why yon
ghould bave this problem on your hands if.it ‘s
psible for you to rectify things. Conditions in
ndia are rotten but they should not be ‘rotten here.
Speaking to you as the Agent for the Government of
IndiaI must ask you that in your interestsand in the
{nterests of your chiliiren the continaed existence of
an illiterate, uneducated people living cheaply on
the very margin of existence and possibly sinking
even below that level, the continuned existence of
gnch a people is & thing you cannot contemplate
with equanimity, It is from that point of view that
wo urge again and yet again to give the matter yoar
sttention. You may say, ' we will give them sunitable
education but what ehall it be # Now, what it shall
Yo is laid down in the agreement.

That portion of the agreement says * The Union
fovernment--and I may say that ‘'Government’
yneans every part of the Union and not merely one
part—believes in and adheres to the principle that
{t is its duty and the daty of every civilised govern-
went to uplift every s-ction of its permanent popn-
lation and that the daty of every civilisad govern-
wmentis to devise ways and means of uplifting every
gection of every population.” Fuarther it is realised
tbat, “in respect of education and other facilities.that
port of the Indian population that will remain in
\his country is part of the permanent people and
ihey cannot be allowed to lag behind any other

| ieotion.” - Now, gentlemen, that is the langnage em-
ployed in the agreement. You see how far it goes.
1t does not shrink from the position that you must
ace the Indian commaunity if possible upon the
level of the other communities resident in this
gountry. There is another way to look at it If
{his ie too much then yon may say : 'Itis no good.
What type of education is the Indian to receive?'
Bat it is no use considering what other people do.
But rather say ‘' what can we do ?* If you look at it
from that point of wview the problem is not very
difficult. I can assure you that anyone that is daily
with the Indian children will not hesitate to say
that the capacity to receive education and benefit by
it of an Indian lad is not less than the cipacity of &
Turopean lad. T have spoken to yoor edneationalista
snd they say that the schoola they have visited for
Indians are not in any respect inferior to the
gchools reserved for Europeans. They are inferior
in respect of everything which the Government
provides but in the matter of brains and ir the
power of submitting to discipline the one set of
schools is in no way inferior to the other. On the
gther hand in some peculiar ways the Indian is
quicker to receive. If that be the case there is no
doubt whatever of his capacity and this shomld be
gore fally recognised than hitherto.

The next point is where the money is to come
{rom for this. Now look at this from the general
point of view, for if the Indian population is to be
reduced to managable proportions then the ques-
tion of where the money is to come from need not
arisa. It is a question for the statesmen. The
money has got to be found. Where it can be taken

from to the best advantage is not a qnestion for me -

—wean outsider—to discuss but I will say that the

money for Indian eduacation does nnt seem to cnme
from the penplo of this town. It iy financed by a
stipend of £3 per head of the Indian popalation and
whather in Government schools or aided schonls £5
is the annual aubsidy. It may be that this will not
be enoungh.

There again 1 can say little. It is the pecnliar pro-
vince of the Commission which is dne to ait at Maritz-
burg. Bnt there are those who allege that the whnle
of the £3 is not even spent or Indian education. But
on Earopean education 8 good deal more is spent
thin even the Government allowance. This am-nnt
is taken from the general resources of this province
to support one branch of edncation. Many people
to whom I have spoken and who ars ount of rym-
pathy with Indian edncation hive asked ‘why
should T pay for the sapport of Indian ehildren
Now, I have already said that the Indian problem is
to be regarded as your own and yon can look upon
it with no degree of eqnanimity. Guntlemen, in
your position who have votes and power to deter-
mine the nature of your government, once you
realise fully that yon must not treat the Indian
prpulation as slien but as part and pareal of your
own population, yau will not disparage them. Once
you realisa that point of view yoan will say ‘ves, we
accept them, the burden and responsibility, bat
where is the money coming from ? The r-sonrces
of this province such as they are do not seem to be
qnite ad qnate for this parpose and it may be
necessary to press the Union Government to increase
the subsidy. In respect of Enropean children the
gubsidy is fifteen guineas. There is no apparent
reasson why Indian children shonld take only £5 to
educate. I will indicate one respect where this dis-
paragement no longer holds. Thore i3 no arraunge-
ment in Natal for the training of Indian teachers.
They are not trained. In their spare time these
teachers go to some place where lec*ures on educa-
tion are given and at the end of a year of such
cagnal training sit for an examination. I have been
repeatedly told by the superintendent of edacation
that thers is a most urgent need for gnarters for the
training of Indian teachers for there is mnch more
requirved for teachera than for the upbringing of
pupils. No money, however, has been set aside for
that purpose. 1t will be neces=ary to impress upon
the Union Government the necessity for a fixed anb-
stdy and there should be no disparagemen* between
Earopean and Indian teachers’ training facilities.
A snm maust be set aside q1ite adegnate for the pur-
pose in view.

One more point. There is a belief that the Indian
community is not sufficiently taxed. If this is eo
then your system of taxation must be revised, if you
have allowed one section of the community to
cacape entirely by means of bringing them in your
financial acts, 1t astonished me to be told that this
was 80, for I romembered that while the Indian com-
mnnity have no votes the Enropean community hold
the votes and shape the Government., It will not be
beliaved in any part of the world that the vassals
have escaped taxation and that the burden has
baen birnna by the masters, Hiwever wa will not
ghirk the issae but pleage remember that thia is a
different question altogoether. Taxation must stand
upon its own footing. If a particular community
enjoys an advantage over others it is not fair
to argne with that commnunity. Both things are in
your complete control. :

And now, rotarians af Darban, I bave enjoyed
much of your hospitality. Yon bave given me con-
sideration and courtesy beyond what I believe I am
entitled to and I am very mneh in your debt. When
I first came to this country everybody said I was
undertaking a hopeless task, One or two said “ Mr.
Sastri, you are welcome but let me tell you that
your task is almost impossible for you are up against
a dead wall.” There are some here that I ses now
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who to!d me s0 and I came over in that belief
myself,

But there is Highcr Power than we that determines
these things. It has pleased that Higher Power that
we need not deapair and there is & brighter aspect to
Indian affairs. I do not claim any giory for a very
Jarge number of favourable circumstances has con-
gpired to bring this about. But they are unwise who
name a problem as insoluble, either in the field of
politics or anyv other aspect of human affairs. Never
in there reason for entire despair. I am reminded in
these words by a few lines I once read in Lorna
Doone :

* Despair was never so deep in being
as in seeming,
* Despeir is hope, just dropped to sleep
for better chance of dreaming.” /"

East African Indian National
Congress
( Continued from page 91 )

Native Labour

Some of the objectionzble metbods employed by
European settlers to make the Natives work for them
are given below :—

1. Generally speaking natives are being systemati-
cally driven out of their land., What is known as
the Reserves or Locations is not large enomgh for
their mainltenance. The result is that for their very
living they are obliged t{o go out and work for Enro-
pean {airmers,

2, Breach of bis contract by a native labourer
- is made a criminal offence. The offender is tracked
down by the Police and every native labourer is
compelled to carry with him identification papers
which contain & record of his labour made by his
employer,

3. The nativea are subjected to direct taxation
which they cannot pay unless tkey go out to work
on the farms,

4. No encouragement or facilities are given to
cultivate their own land and in practice native
production is actively discouraged.

9, Use is made of Government Officials through
native chiefs to apply pressure on natives to go ont
and work on European farms.

In 1925, Sir Edward Denham, Acting Governor of
Eenya, made the following declaration :—

“There is ihe strongest possible moral obligation
on the Government of the country to give the fullest
assistance it can in securing to the European settler
in this country the benefit ¢f the developments
which he hse created to the lasting advantage of the
Colony. I wish to make it perfectly clear that such

is the poliey of the administration, and that Govern-
ment expects every administrative cfficer to give all
possible encouragemnent to the labourer within their
district to work on the lands which have been open-
&d up by the settlers.”-—7%e Fast African Standard.

An Appeal to India

I think it is necessary, nay essential, for the Gov-
ernment of India to immediately appoint an agent,
preferably un Indian of the standing and experience
of Mr. qut.ri_to be stationed at Nairobi, to safeguard
t.he_ growing Interests of Indians in Kenys, Tanga-
nyika, Uganda and Zanzibar. I would also draw the
attention of the Government of India to the fact that
thounandp of acres of rich virgin country in
‘Tanganyika Territory are awailing development.
‘There are plenty of people in India who would
make very suitable colonists, East Africa has been
«ongidered and rightly sc, to be the natural ontlet

for the surplus populalion of India. In view of thid
fact I would request the Government and people of
India to seriously consider the advisability of opeir
ing information Bareaus at Bombay,- Lahore and
Rajkot. , e

Local Government is mainting an- Information
Bareau in London. It is only just that it should
make a reasonable contribution for .opening and
maintaining a similar Bareaa at one or two centred
in India.

Medical Faéilities for Indians

Nowhere in the whole of East Africa is” there a
Hoaspital where Indian patients counld be admitted
for treatment. ; The solitury exception is Kampala
in Uganda where a mission Hospital for natives res
ceives Indian indoor patients for treatment when
there is room. Often Indians have to go as far as
India for treatment of serious diseases, whilst effls
cient hospitala are maintained at government exs
pense for Enropeana. ‘

In the name of humanity I appeal to the Governs

ments of all the colonies and protectorates of Kast
Africa to lose no time in providing suitable hospital

 accommodation for their Indian subjects and remove

this blot on their administration.
-+ Tanganyika and Uganda

The two sister communities nf Earopeans and
Asiatics in the Mandated Territory of Tanganyila
and 1the Protectorate of Uganda live side by side in
peace and harmony. They prove that neither segre-
gation nor reservation of any part of the country for
any one community is necessary to .avoid raciul
friction. -

Legislative Councils bave recently been estabe
liched in both these countries but the Indian repres
sentation therein is not in proportion to Indisn
interests. I would therefore appeal 10 Sir Donaid
Cameron and Sir William Gower both of whom ar®
able and farsighted administrators to set this matter
right when the terms of the precent counncils eomid
to an end. '
. Zanzibar

It is indeed a pleasure to record that the relatious
between Indiane, Arabs and the Government of Lis
Highness the Sullan of Zanzibar are happy.. Owing
to the rapid development of various ports alonz the
coast of Kast Africa, Zanzibar has lost her import~
ance as a supplying base. Zapzibar had accumulated
a large surplus bat the ill conceived harbonr works
scheme has swallowed up most of it. Only a few
years ago Indians filled with distinetion importaut
posts as heads of departments under the Zanzibar
Government. Bat all that has changed now. In
1927 the Government of Zanzibar raised the salary
of its European staff at an average of about 40 per
cent with retrospective effect from 1926 and ike
salary of its Asiatic staff at an average of about 13 per
cent. but without retrospective effect.  After raising
its own salary the same wise Government within &
few months appointed a retrenchment commitice
whose recommendations have more or less ended in
emoke. To meet this additional expenditare import
duty has to be raised from 10 to 15 per cent
ad valorem in 1927,

The administration of Zanzibar is top-heavy and

until the supe:i flous staff is got rid* of revenue aud
expenditure will never balance, o

Kenya.

Recently an Ordinance was passed in Kenya
which gives the police and the adgpinisteative
authorities powers to refuse licence to possess armg
to any person without assigning any reason. The

. practical result of this is that Enropeans, gs a maftap

of course, get licence to possess any arms they Lits
whereas Indian applicants are almost invariably ros
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Unfortamately Tanganyiks, Uganda and
Zanzibar are also imitating thie policy.
Only recently some Indian shopkeepers in ont-

stations were bratally muprdered by .armed thieves |

who could not be traced. These poor Indiana were
"done to desth simply hecause without arms they
conld not defend themselves.

‘Indian traders i outlying distriots withoat -effec-

* ¢ tive arma of dedence are at 8 great dimdvantage

-»when dealing-with tawless and armed’ thieves whqse

© * knowledge of the helplessnesa of their Indian wic-
time tempts them te erimes of violence.
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‘Publishers’ Notice.

 Qwing to the holidays we have been
obliged to hold over much of  the.important
matter, for next week.
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