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Nartjes Packing Boxes a speciality.
Up-Coantry Orders Receive Prompt Attention,
TeLerHONE 3519, . 24, BEREA FLAT,
fo Warwick Avenue, Durban
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THE EUROPEAN PRESS ON THE PROPOSED LIQUOR BILL

HE Naial Mercury in a leading article writes :—
There i8 & very general anticipation that
daring the early part of the now rapidly

approaching Parliamentary Seasion the attention of
the Honse of Assembly will be devoted to the re-
naining stages of the Liquor Bill. Of the many con-
troversial clauses of the Bill few need more caveful
consideration than that which restricts the employ-
ment of Natives and Asiatica on licensed premises or
in connection with the liquor indusiry generally.
There probably will be fairly general agreement that
there shonld be some restriction. It is obviously
undesirable that a Native, the consumption of liqnor
by whom is totally prohibited, should be employed
in any capacity in a bar; it is almost equally un-
desirable that an Indian, who is only permitted to
have lignor under certsin restrictions, should be
employed as a barman. But the restrictions on the
employment of Indians and Natives g0 much fur-
ther. If Section 104 is adopted as it is at present
framed, Natives an ill.cease. to be_eligible
for any employiient o, s03.0as.of Jigeneed premises
in vinces save Natal twelve months aftér the
Bilt~becomreslaw,” the”oﬁly exception “baing that
Natives-nray bé employed in cleansing the premises.
In Natal, however, Asiatics may continne to be em-
ployed, save in the bar, if the local Licensing Board
approves; but in that event the licensee pays double
the ordinary licence fee. In other words, the hotel
proprietor in Natal will be permitted to continue to
employ Indians on his premises for an annual fee of
£150, payable in advance. The result, of course,
will be that the larger establishments, employing a
considerable staff of Indian waiters,” will probably
pay the fee and continue them in their service; but
the emall man, to whom the additional fee is prohi-
bitive, will be compelled to dismise the few who
now assist him.

This is almost as nanjust to the employer as to the
employee. No valid reason can be advanced why,
merely becanso premises are licensed for the sale of
liguor, Natives may not be employed in the kitchen
to peel potatoes and wash np dishes, or Indians may
not wait at table, They are employed in these and
similar capacities over a great part of the country.
and the fact that they are employed upon premises
occupied by a person who holds a liquor licence
shonld not make the slightest dlﬁerenoe. provided,
of course, they are not employed in the sale or
handling of liquor. It is also difficuit to justify the
prohibition on the ground that it will provide fur-
ther suitable openings for the employment of Euro-
peans, Hitherto there has been little inclination on
the part of Europeans to undertake the duties now
carried out by Indians or Natives, and there has
certainly been no demand that waiting and bettle-
washing shall be regarded as exclusively White
occupations,: The Englishman—and, for the matter
of that, the Dutch Afrikander—has never shown
much inclination to undertake the occupation of
waiter. Under all the circnmstances the mere con-
venience of the community, if there is no other
reason, should make it undesirable that Parliament
should virtnally ban the employment of Indians in

an occupation for whlch apparently they are partx-
cu'.'arly adapted.
But there is a far more important reason whyf the

proposed prohibition should not be. applied to In-..

diana. This particular section of the Bill was framed}
when Dr. Malan was preparing the Areas Reserv-

ation Bill, when tempers were ronning high, and it
was the avowed policy of the Government to en- }
deavour to discover means by which the Indian ;
population in South Africa conld be reduced. Sinhce
that date a great change of feeling has taken:place,

The Union and Indian Governments have negotlated.
a Gentleman’s Agreement: a aystem of voluntary
emigration for Indians has been set up; -and the :"
Union has agreed to take steps. o bring about the: .
uplifting of the sections of the Indian population.
which remain in South Africa. Apart from the ex--
pediency of the restriction of the Bill, it is altogether .-
out of keeping with the the sentiment and policy
expressed in the Agreement. Certain Indians who
have constituted themselves critics of the Agreement’”
bave opposed the system: of assisted emigration.on .
the ground that smch emigration would not be -
voluntary, as it was professed to- be, but that soch
pressure would be brought to bear on certain classes ':
of Indians that they virtually would be compelled
to emigrate. That eritcism was not justified at the
time it was made, but if this section is approved by::
Parliament there will be substantial ground for it, as -
the Act will deprive of their vocation & very large
proportion of the 3,000 Indians now employed on
licensed premises and thus g1ve legal sanction’ to: a
most effective form of economic _pressure. upon the
Indian population. Many of those who are so d1s-
possessed of work will probably find it 'impossible °
to obtain other employment, and, a3 a consequencs, ,;
will feel compelled to take advantage of the scheme
of assisted emigration. If this occurs it cannot'but
lead to the allegation. being made both: in Sonth -
Africa and India that the Union Government is not. .
honouring the Agreement. The Union Government
rightly attaches very great importance to the Agree-:
ment. It would be not merely a lack of statesman- - -
ship wpon ite part but.an exhibition of  criminal |
folly if it were to continue ita endeavours . to- foree
legislation through the House the enactmént of
which would have the effect of wrecking ‘the one
dglomatlc snccess it has achieved during its term of
office.

— . ] EEN

“ Natal Advertiser”

In the course of. a leading article the Natal
Adverliser writes :— -

In a few days from now Parliament wﬂl have re- '.

asgembled and the couniry be once more plunged .
into all the vexatious disputes that wait wpon
that happening, One of the earliest measurea the
Asgsembly is to be called on to deal with is Mr. Tiel-
man Roos’ Liquor Bill, and around this a fight is to
be waged that will find the House dividing from
time to time on guite non-Party lines. -

( Continued on page 19y
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ANGFHER YFAR PASSES

W qppremate the coutesy of the
Joint. Secretanes o[ the Natal
Indian Congress in permitting
us to peruse in advance their Annual Report
to be presented at the Annual General
Meefing on Sunday.

prehensive one and covers a wide’ ground.
Thells

Ot:‘tob’ j 191361121}: ‘within'the fifteen months’
that have passed by, the Congress has been
concerned on a multitude of matters affect-
ing the community. That the South African
qulan Congress met in Conferenc
thr,ee d,;fferent qcca§1op3 }glthm ;hls per;pd
is  evidence -of ‘the tremendous amotmt of
wor]? that bas been qarr:ed on .

‘Eoremost amongst the huge programme.

of work that the Natal Indran Congress was
copffafted “with, w35 that copnected "with
the:.Round .Table. . Conference,
vities of the - Cpnference centred most]y in

f'! 3} ty

Natal..  The calfection of the necessary

The report is a com-

ciap ’

ecting asfeld py

Ol'l'

The acti~ -

" fmain

}

'lpent glause in the Capetown Agreement is

education. The burden ofenquiry into the
condition of Indian education in th:s Pro-
vince fell upon the Natal Provincial Council
—a body that has been antagonistic to the
Agreement. The Report pays a glowing
tribute to the Rt. Hon. V. S, Srinivasa Sas-
tri, P. C., whose wining personality, coupled
with his remarkable stafespanship, was ;he;
factor in -the Provincial Council ap-
pointing the Educaiion Commission, We
have amidst us two Edumtlonal Experts

: from Indiz.” Mr. Kallas P. Kichlu and Miss,

Gordou who wrll assist the Commission,
Here again considerable data is to be cql-
lected by the Natal Indian Congress to en- -
able'the two experts to be throughly aquaint-
ed with the pondmons prevmlmg in Natal.
The present officials, we learn, have drawn -
up a programme whereby the experts will The
able to get in tauch not only with the Indian

’ teachers throughout: the Provmce but also’

naturally fell upon the Natal Indian .Con- :

greﬁs The Conference is no»ya chapter in
history but the commun;ty is deeply: indebted
to the officials of the Natal Indian Congress
fof theif sefvices af the” Conferener.

For,

the Govemment of India Delegatlon would :

‘ have fcn.}nq

ALY L)

1t drfﬁcult fo negotlatp w1th the‘_

members OE the [fnion ‘Government Cabinet, .

thhout the- he]p of the’ Naital Indlan ‘Gon=

gress, . 19 thug stating we are Aot Unmind-

ful of the services rendered by the PaddlsonA

DeButatlon The Agreen’)yent reached

ALY I

the. Canference is naw in operation ,and we '

have’ EVery'hope. Jild ing from the: manner

in"which it 'jad’ been rgcewed, ;’h;;oughogt
South Africa,.that the commumty will give-
TTe Umon Gove}-nment has

it a fair trial,™
Tryrdn e ogl ;i

magde 3 SETiQus

P et

b

upder in.jts introduction of

Wl,[:h mpmbers of the Indian communny con- .
nected -with education. We hope that the
officials that will be elected on gunday will
carry aut the progmmme to its entlru.y. for,
the crux - of the Indian question in South -
Afrlca ceptres on edupaplop .
Two itmportant subsidiary - bodies to the -
Natal Indiai Congress hq,ve ]Jeen [qr;ne,c} ,
dunng thlS 1mportant and interesting period. -
These are the " Indian Social Seryice Com:"
mm;ee apd the Indjan Chxld Welfare Society.
Both: these bodies, as the Secretaries wvery *

. aptly descpbe, hq.ve been the ;esul[: of the .

lectures delivered by Mr. Sastri. These -

- two bodxes are v:emg Wlth each other 1r1"

. SCCthll 104:of the L:quor Bill, which :is not: :

in'kegping with the spirit and levter ‘of the.

Agreement . "but ‘we bave every reason fo
bélieve that when Parllament meets, wxser
counsels will prevail.” Tt fs a happy augury.
that in this connection the European Press
in South Africa haye taken. 3 :bold stand
agajnst ths inclusiop of (his sectign of the
quuor Bill. Elsewhere in this issue we
bave Publlshed the v,ews of the ]eadmg
Enropean Press of this country

The most: ‘interestin

ELADTIN RS k.
ries, Bepprp is that deq ngwﬂ:h Indlan Educa
- tion: Indian: educatlon in Natal has been

neglected o an asfonishing degree. 'The
first matter to he delt with .under the uplift-,

their services to the communlty

There are several other :mportant m;‘ltters_
whrch the Report deals with.. On the whql ‘
the period has been a very strenuous one for '
the officials.” That they hayp been 'able fo |
carry out successfully the various work en- -
trusted to them is a testimony to their zeal

. ang energy

Whitst - congratulatmg the retiring ofﬁcmls
on the}r very able s;eward;shtg we Wpuld
utter, 3 word of warnmg to the Indian Com-
munity. The Indiap’ question is by no
means settled. Con51derable fact is reqmred

to push forward the worlc that is aheéd of

" us.
art of the Secreta- ‘

And it therefore rests wnth the commu-
nlgy to Place the best in us at ;he helm of'
affalrs

In oyr pext issue we shall pubhsh Fhe
Secretaries’ report. .
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( Gontipusid* from :frpnt: fioge )

The provisions of the Bill are well enough known
by, now. Thera is however one pary of the measure
which we cpngider so mapstrously ynfajr and sp

holly unnecessary that it can only beeome Jaw by
gfa sheer partisan weight of ‘men “who are putting
class ind sectional ‘interests before those’ of justice
and straight dealing. * This is the notorious ,,cla:use
104; swhich purports to drive the Asiatic out of'all
hotel ‘and 6ther licensed premises-émplovinent, the
idea being, we 'snpppse, to snpplant’him with "Earo-
peans. - - T _—

"This proposal, we say, i8 monstrously unfair, and
can only bo inapired: by rome absurd doctrinaire
hope that, at a stroke of the pen, employment is
going to be fonnd for three thousand white men
while an eqnal number of Indians are thrown on
the gtreets. It is pot suggested for g moment that

the Indian is not a fit person to wait at iable, Berzj

in g bar ar ook in a botel kitchen. No ope claimg
he iz other thap extremely compefent in thes
directions, baving a distinet flair for work of thi
kind. His honesty is neither greater nor less than
that of other men whe make their living in th
liquor tqda. lliis sobriety is probably a little more
prouonneed thap that 6f a ‘great many Eunrdpean
who have unrestricted access to alcohol at all times
of the day. It may be trne that-the white fanatic
groans when he sees an -Indian doing work that i§!
not sp menial as washing clothés, bhawking fruit or
cotting cane, But be cannot'say that the Indian in
the hotel, the bar and the kitchen is theré in virtue
of anything else so much as his peculiar aptitnde for
the work he is doing, Heig paid much the same
wages ag the whiteman doing kindred toil; and he
does it better. Hq is na} being bpycotted ander the
- Bill for any of his vices eave his colour. He ig
being tyrnéd out of employment simply. ip arder. to
make way for syhites, though it is extremely doubt-
ful if thero are whiles in ‘South Africs capable of
replacing him. " ! e
1t is not a proposal that has anything to do with
temperance. It certainly does not” pretend to pro-
moté efficiency in bar or kitchen. It begins and
ends with being a deliberate ax;id calculated” attempt
to drive the Colour Bar principlé homeé in' just the
s2mo unabashed way it has been driven homé on the
mines of 'the Transvaal. ‘It persecutes’ 4" class—a
class largely South ‘African born—merely because
thatclass is brown and ‘not white. And it does it af
.thé very. moment when, with pious sentiments of
goodwill on their lips, the Ministers of a British
Government had entered into a géntleman’s agree-
ment at Capetown on the whole Asiatic question in
South Africa, - T SR
" We know the defence that will be put up for: this
measure. Labourites will get - very wroth, splutter
at the month and rave ahout finding more employ-
ment for their whita brothers. We care as much
abog} our white brothers as even do the Creswells,
the Madeleys and the Boydells of the Red Flag
battallions. But it seems a sorry way to put the
world to rights when yon csn only give to the white
bg stealing from the brown. Why stop at debarring
the Asiatic’ from hotel employment? = Why no
decree that no Indian ghall work more than four
hours a'day, shall receive legs than a pound a day,
of bie' in "possession of more than “ten pounds al-
together ?'"We do gay in all carnegtness that the
propomls in this "Liquor Bill ‘are infamous, are
tyrannical, dre palpably of a persecative kind, and
are the negation of the most elementary sense of
British fairplay. If the Government can put its hand
to the Capetown Agreement and ‘then, less than a
year after, sanction the introduction of proposals of
this kiind it no longer merits the regard of fairminded
men. Whether we like brown men or not in South
Africa; whether we want to see our whites find

more employment or not; it is g thi '_g nyheard-of
and a travesty of all that is fair and iqp@mblg to
legislate employment put of the keeping of one class
of pf-op_l_o in order to give it fao agother clasg. It' j
the sin of David all over again on p large scale: anp

it is a donble grief to us to think that a sg-p Eeq
British Labour Party has any part or lot in it.

“Natal Witness”
. The Nalai Witngss. in a leading article- headed
‘ Our Antocratic Democrats” geverely commenting
on the policy of the Union Government with regard
to the non-Enropean population writes :—. - . .
Modern democracy ¢laimg to pursue as it aim the
greatest happiness of the greatest number, and,
consistently with this, to watch aver and safegnard
the interests of all sectinns of its popnlation. In zll
traly. democyatia conntries sach phrases. a8 Yclass
legislatinn,” or *a rich man’s Budget” :qre huyled
and rebptted as epithets of reproach, and legislation
is commonly, defended by its anthors as being in the
intarests of the patiop as a whole. 'With her British
and Dutich waditiong South Africa clsims ta be a
democratic conntry. We have raferred to policies
which are avawedly sectional hefore. in:: these
colnmns to the recent Ordinance af. the Transvaal
Provincial Council whereby natives are resiricted
from driving motor vehicles in which Euaropeans are
travelling, though they. may continua to .drive
natives and coloured persons. 'We have also referred
o the policy now baing pursned on- the railways of
replacing native and Indian labour, & change in-
volving the taxpayer in a vast additional expenditura
for no appreciabla gain in efficiency. The object in
view in both cases is the substitution of white labour
for non-Enropean labour—the reduction of unem-
ployment among the poor white .population at tha
expense of the non-Enropean elements of the popu-
lation. That is an amazing policy for a civilised
Government to pursme; yet "the Government of
South Africa has adopted it without a qualm, .and
proposes to give further effect to it in the Liquor
Bill which will shortly be before Parliament for g
gecond readiog, : T,
Section 104 of the Liquox Bill debars natives and:
Asiatics from employment in any licensed premises
—hotqls, clabs, breweries and the like. The Asiatic
is to be eliminated altogether fyom. all .licensed . pra~
mises within one year in the Cape.Provinca and in
the Transvaal; in Natal within the period .daring
which ¢ach man continnopsly employed thronghont
1927 remains in the same cmploymant. And even
thig concession to Natal is subject: -to stringent cong
ditions and the payment of & doubled licence fee, -..
‘We have heard no complaint against the Indian
waiters and ¢cooks who are thus, without compensa-
tion, to be deprived of their means- of livelihood.
They are efficient, experienced and polite, and they.
do not get drunk. - If the complaint is: that they
accept low wages, why cannot the wage be fixed by
the Wages Board and the best man be allowed to get
the post ? The real object of the section is to makae
posts for “ poor whites ”’; to dislodge one set of con'i
tented and efficient workers in order ta force upon {
reluctant employers and, we believe, a reluctant
public, another set, unwanted and nnwanting,
. We pags over the fact thay sach a measure ill;
accords with the spirit and letter of: the Agreement -
concluded by, the Government of the Union with.
the Government of India in Capetown a year ago.’
We pass over the fact that the small hotel proprietor
will be quite unable to pay for the luxury of em--
ploying white waiters, and. that where -such
waiters are employed the extra cost will be. passed:’
cn to the public. Wae prefer to base our criticiem
on the broad ground that it ig unjust to turn.one set
of men out of employment in order to make room
for another set of men who differ from the first only
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in their colour and in the possession of the franchise.
If these are the first freits of ocur new status, the
non-Europesn is hardly likely to welcome the
change or to look forward with any confidence to
his future under the Dominion Parlisment. It js
time that statesmen and politiciane in South Africa
began to have a just appreciation of their dutjes,

The “ Rand Daily Mail”

Commenting on the Indian agitation against clause
104 of the Liquor Bill, the Rand Daily Mail considers
the clause to be a breach of the apliftment clanse of
the Capetown Agreement, and says that it establishes
another Colour Bar against the Indiaps and closes
the occupation of waiting on licensed premises
againet the Indian community.

“Not unnaturally,” the paper proceeds, “Indiana
feel very strongly upon the matter, and at their re-
cent Congress expreswed resentment by lodging an
emphatic protest against the clanse on the ground
that it seeks to deprive thousands of them of an
honest livelihood. Where they are employed in
Houth African hotels, Indians perform their duties
with admitted efficiency and without the slightest
disadvantage to the European community., More-
over, Indians have accepted the principle of eqnal
pay for egnal work, notwithstanding the attendant
risk of unemployment, and this shonld be sufficient
protection for the Whites who desire to usurp fheir
places on licensed premises,

“In any case,” says the paper, “there is no justifi-
cation for closing against the Indiuns a ealling which
they have long followed with-credit. Tt is & onrious
kind of aplift that is founded on the infliction of a
permanent hardship. Indians have the right to ask
that Mr. Tielman Roos shall drop the obnoxious
clause of this Bill. It would bean act of wisdom if
he consented to do so.”

The “ Star”

The Slar, in a leading article, hopes that the Gov-
ernment will drop Olanse 104 from the Bill. The
paper gays that, in principle, such legislation is un-
sound, and in practice likely to do much more harm
than good. It asks what justification there is for
“this harsh and wholesale discrimination,” and com-
ments upon the absence of complaints againat Indians
employed on licensed premises,

“The real motive behind the proposal,” the Siar
continues, “is, otherwise, a laudable desire to find
fresh openings for Earopeans. We doubt whether
this particular field of labour will ever be mono-
polised by White South Africans, or whether they
are suitable for it, except within ecertain limited
spheres which already exist and are recognised. Bat
even if the case werse far otherwise, we could never
seo the justice of excluding men of a certain race
and colour from a calling which they have long
exercised, in order to provide employment for
another section of the community. If, aa we assume,
the Labour Party is mainly responsible for the
clanse, we are unable to follow their line of argu-
ment, whether economic or ethical. We coald
underatand the Labour Party here, as elsewhers, in-
sisting on A standard of wages payable to all meun

engaged in the same class of work; indeed, the -

prineiple has already been applicable, and represen-
tatives of the Indian commaunity have accepted it, in
spite of the riske of nnemployment, bat arbitrarily
to exclude any particular body of men from employ-
ment, on the grounds of race alons, woald be an
obvious, and in this instance, a patticalarly flagrant,
violation of demooratic principles, upon which the
Labour Government is supposed to be foanded.”

Finally, the paper urgea that the clause in the
Bill is against the spirit, and inconsistent with, the
Capetown Agreement,

' : ' - *

fhe sccurity of tenure.

The Liquor Bill

Important Modifications Unlikely

Althouch some time has yet to elapse before the
Tielman Ro~s Liquor Bill comes before Parlia-
ment, the “SBunday Times” says that it has good
reason for predicting that the measure ns it ap-
peared in its draft form will go forward.

Judgiong by the information available as the re-
sult of correspoudence between the Minister of
Justice and certain interested parties, it is ex-
tremely unlikely that there will be any modifica-
tion in respect of the principal provisions embod-
ied in the Bill, though it is poesible that changes
of a minor character may be made.

It is ap interesting and significant fact that the
majoritv of hotelkeepers believe that the proposed
measure will operate to the benifit of the country.
It is known that the Minister has paid patient at-
tention to thair viows on the subject, not the least
important point having relation to the question of

1

Indian Deputation to Mr. Sastri

Repro cutatives of the Maritzbury branch of the
Natal Employees” Union waited on Mr. Sastri on
Tuesday afternoon. A statement submitted by the
Union showed the effect of Clause 104 of the
amended Liquor Bill on the livelihood of Indians
employed in the liquor trade.

1t was pointed out that the Bill, in its ramifioa-
tions, waa worse than the Asiatic Bill, for it ten-
ded to rob the Indisus of a legitimate means of
earning a living and the right to contract services.

The Bill, it was submitted, was a deadly weapon
which, besides creating further unemployment,
would throw into povarty thousands of men, with
their families and children. ‘

The provisions of the Bill particularly affecting
Indians were against the spirit of the Capetown
agreement, which by promises and implication
guaranteed to the Indian community full opportu-
nity towards thir pro;iressive development ab part
of the permanent population resident in the Union,
and their gradual upliftment towards attaining a
Western standard of life, and was, in their opinion,
a serious breach of botk the letter aad spirit of the

agreement.
British Justice

It was contended by the Union that it wasa
negation of Rritish justice 1o deprive Indians nf
employment in lawful trades and to make their
employment in such trade a crime.

’]E.'hey urged Mr. Sastri to make representations
of their views to tho Goverament, and codnsider
that they 'had done nothing to merit this uncharit-
able act on the part of the Government.

Mr, Sastri, in the course of his reply, said that
he had done all things which coulg possibly be
done in the matter. He was not altogether with-
out hope, The Prime Minister of the Union, Gen-
eral Hertzog, assured them at Lydenburg in his
first public utterance on the Indian settlement that
the Government wonld do what was right and fair,
The Ligquor Bill wus opposed to what was right
sad fair.

Mr. Sastri said he was entitled to interpret Gen-
eral Herlzog’s statement to mean that nothing in
the Bill against these principles would be passad.

Mr. Sastri, 10 conelugion, ussured the Union of
his support against the measure,

Voot [ e e ey
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Premier and the Indian

Lydenburg gave the Prime Minister and Mr.
Piot Grobler a magnificant reception. The village
was gaily decorated and a large arch of welcome
had been erected at the show ground, where a
bazaar was opened by Mr. Piet Grobler.

On arrival at the show ground various add.ressea
were presented to General Hertzog.  Replying to
these and touching on the Indian question, the
Prime Minister said it was not for him to say that
the Indians farther complicated the colour question,
and it was often felt that South Africa would have
been happier if the Indians were not present. He
was convinced, however, that if the Indians concen-
trated more on following the ethical and moral
standards of the Europeans in bosiness and other
matters the relations between them and the Euro-
poans would be greatly eased. .

The Indians represented a very high civilisation,
and there was no reason why the representatives
of the race in this conntry could not develop to the
highest standard, both morally and ethically, of
their millions of compatriots in India.  The Gov-
ernment had undertaken to help those Indians who
chose to remain in this country to attaiu not only
the highest degree of European civilization but
also to develop as far as possible on their own lines.
The Government would do what was right and
fair, but the Indians were expected to do their
share.

~ Annual Report of the Hon.
General Secretary of the S.A.1.C.

Mr. Deputy-President and Gentlemen,—

I have much pleasure in submitting to you my
Annual Report covering the workings of yoar Con-
grees for the last nine months since the Annual
Session (seventh) held at Johannesburg on the 12th,
13th and 14th March. The period ander review
was needless for me to say, one of the most im-
portant and momentoune in the history of our com-
munity in Soauth Africa. Attitude, outlook and a
change of heart had come about and the initial stages
of the Capetown Agreement was in process, and
therefore this report if found wanting in any respect
whatsoever, it must be pardoned on the score of the
unparalleled time we have passed through.
RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The resolutions of condolencea passed were con-
veyed to the proper quarters and repliese have been
received from the Japanese Consul and from the
families of the late Swami Shradanand and Mr. S.
Emammally, our late Treasurer.

The resolations referring to the conclusions of the
Ronnd Table Conference were conveyed both to the
Government of the Union and to the Government of
India and reference was made to them by Dr. Malan
in the House when the Immigration and Indian Be-
lief (Further Provirion) Bill was before Parliament.

TaE Rr. HOR. V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI

Undoubtedly the most important event that has
taken place during the period under purview was
the arrival of the Rt. Hon. Mr. V. 8. 8. Sastri. In
the first place the Congress ought to congratulate it-
self that its request and prayer as per its resolution
No. 11 of the last Annual Conference held at Johan-
nesburg has been granted by the Government of
India in appointing Mr. Sastri as the first Agent to
Bouth Afrieca and our grateful thanks are due to Mr.
Bastrl for kia great secrifics when in iil:health, in

ding \d Qe
| Sy i trrtangy P figors Sadeigi, o 4

July 1927. Your officials proceeded from head-
quarters to meet and welcome Mr. Sastri. Your
officials took part in the welcome meeting organised
by the Pretoriza Indians. After a short stay Mr.
Sastri came down to Natal when our constitnent
body the Natal Indian Congress gave him a recoption
aud arranged a geries of meetings in the country
districts. Ever since his arrival Mr. Sastri has been
our friend, guide and philosopher, he has been and
is one of us, his sagacions advice has always been
available and bas been fully availed of by your
officials. It is needleas for me to narrate here whas
a wonderful change his winning personality and
sweet and eloquent pleading of our cause has brought
about. He and his secrotariea have remained in the
closest touch with our affairs. His intercession with
the Government has been of great valune to us, in
fact it is to him we owe the postponemet that the
Government allowed before operating Section 5 of
the Act. Ounr everlasting gratitude and thanks are

due to him and I am snre Congress will take due re-

cognition of his sacrifices and services to us. While

we are grateful to Mr. Sastri we are not unmindful
of the sacrifices of Mr. K. Rso, his private secretary,

better tribute could not be paid than to say that he
has been and is a true and faithful servant of India
in South Africa. At the same time we must express
our thanks to Mr. J. D. Tyson, LC.S., and Mr.
Ricketts the secreotary and assistant secretary res-
pectively to Mr. Sastri, for their interest and regards
for our affairs.

IMMIGRATION AND INDIAN RRLIEF (FURTHER
PROVISION) -BILL AND ASIATICS IN THE
NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF NATAL BILL

In terms of Resolations No. 5 and 6 passed by the
Johannesburg Congress, an executive meeting was
convened on the publication of the Bills implement--
ing the Apreement at Durban in April last. At
this meeting the Cape and Natal Provinces were re-
presented. The Transvaal was not represented and
this nnfortunate absence led, as will be seen later, to
considerable misunderstanding and feelings being
incited by interested persons and to steps being
taken which has done incalcalable harm to the com-
munity.

In terms of these resolution and as decided by the
Executive Mr. Andrews, Mr. V. S, C. Pather and I
left for Capetown and were met by Mr. Ismail on
behalf of the Cape and Mr. Camay on behalf of the
Transvaal. Along with these gentlemen and with
the assistance and advice of esteemed friends like
Mr. Advocate Morris Alexander and Mr. Walter
Snow, a Memo (Annexure No. 9} was prepared and

- submitted to the Hon. the Minister of Iunterior on .

the 24th April 1927 and a long inierview took place
when the memo waa gone into point after point and
it gives me great pleasure in saying that the Minister,
his secretary Mr. Schmidt and Mr. Pring the Under-
Secretary were courteous and considerate and kind-
ness itself met us practically on all points, save on
Section 5 a3 regard which the Minister gave the Rev.
C. F. Andrews and us an assurance that he will grant
administrative relief. This matter is still pending
and it will be for this Congress to bring the matter
toa finality, It may not be out of place to mention
that at all the interviews and conversations all the
representatives of Natal, Cape and Transvaal were
present. Correspondence with the Department of
Interior have been the resalt of cur memo and inter-
views and on some pointa the matters are still the
subject of correspondence. All the important letters
are included in the annexures herewith (Annexure
No. 11).

I would be failing in my duaty if I did not state
that since the holding of the Capetown Round Table
Oonference, the heads of the Department of the In-
terior have been approachable id a degred that has
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poss le for our callmg on the Department of Interjor
ik mcﬂghmg tiistters infSrhitl ?y whith h.ls fadlh-
tsd our \‘vork ahd alko to uhdbrsfanﬂ the ¥ v1ewpb| i
of tHt Bovernment. Sides Mr, H., Veho’s appoifi li
mbht hs the' Corﬂlﬁzsmonet for inlgratwn and
Asiatic Affair he also hdé sHowl every colrtésy di
cousidérition tb 4uy fditerd sabfhiited € Him. I
am_ E;J‘ure I hdve thé Hblegdted with g when [ &x-
Q" 3t that wé :gé gratefni to thes sa gentiemen,
namely. Meégirs, cllmidt, Vetin 488 PHdg: "
Ef thé tinle When we Wefle inl Capefbhn we {60
flis opbc?rtumly of hdvink Hi mterhe“‘r with the
Hon: thé Ministér of Labour (Mr. T. Boyd: 11) b ol f.he
%éleshd of th§ Indtlstrial © Hcdnihon Ack dbd fhé
digbd iﬁt 88 per.amm td the ndliad éommuﬁltv.
We ricbived from M. oﬁla‘ﬂ i very syrhpat ate
Heatidy hnd h gavd us to uuderéténd that {he dl:fﬁ-
Ghlltith ail HELALhibY Which W6 KhQ Bothtsd oib oo
Hith wdHld i'gbewe hifl edrhiest qonslﬁemtmu Ai:hong
dthe‘r phifts that we ralsed thé mbs(’. 1mporlaht. Were :
(@) THit it Wis 3 vb'ei'y kt’osiq harﬂshl? dnd m]dimdq_
o bperdte thé Industridl Cbheilihtiod Act on
the Indiani§ 4hd ther ﬂedy {8 théin tHe voich
1H {th opbration Whicli was the case Wwith tﬁe

| {I_'nnnhdg Inddsl’.ry 4s India Eé hav Been ré-
L sé&d mefiibershif By t érﬂphlbal
oY '*i‘ha.t whédeter 1 ¥ 1|~faﬁgtrj

el r)

fuhil&p

‘Sotight to be bronfht ér a 6pe1-!stmh 0

© thé Iidustridl Ubnsiliatich R c{ obportuni{y

 ~ ghbuld bé pived t6 Indiahd t6 Have 4. voice in
the deliberalion of the Conferenca 8 emfﬁoy-

* 88 andl emplogees, thit the Miniister conveies
"d8 4 first stép before the Ihdustry ig brbnght
nnder.ths Xet: 2

...(¢) That the Wages Board, should ,eonsulh and_as

far.as, posmble,mwte Indian, witnesses befors.

.-it.during i{s.enquiry in any, tra,gle or indastry.
atfectmg the Indian communpity..

ad [ O

-.Itis noteworthy-that singe. thig, mbervxew with the

Minister,and. an infegview that some mamberg.of.the
Wages Board, had with , the, Rt. . Hon.. Mr. Sastri. in
Durhan, the Registrar of the ‘Board communicated
to me as follows iy, .. b

e J“,The Wa,gaBoard dqucts ma tn tbank the

Execntive of the South African Indian Congress.

for_ite representations, and tn. gtate that the
Boarq w111 welgome, any. assistance whlch the
. :Board may bg able to.give.,, ., .4 . s
You will be duly. notitied asand ,when each in.
¢ ~estigation ig nodertaken, by the, Board,.and will
t};mq bein a position;to know. when any.icquiry
-+.ig likely to.affeqt the interests of Indiang.  Any
rppresentanona srhich the ,Coogress, may., make
. m;gonnectl,oq with,.any.; inveatigation, . will .re:
. .geixs. the Board’s very carefnl eqpsideratinn and
- ., evgry opportunity will be afforded tp.represantas
- {iven of the Congress of discussing matters with
Lthe Bpar@ua s 3wk clnman . ienid viaa
i s The Bqard Js nof,at ,presem cent.emnlatmg
. $ny ingpiry ipto wages,and eonditions of.ghan
- pasigtants, throughowy, tho,;Unmn,, but only of
. gagh, workeqrs.on,the Witwafersrand; anmd Jin-
.i Brptoria. Yo, w;]l,hﬂ nptified when the Board
‘commences thls,,mveat}qahon. Vo
0 wewier_ ot g (SBAGG- :-]‘-':tN . BELL, (1."110]8}2
Thlﬁ gentlaman.has.heen, fu nnlmm{ N, witd a!h‘.afs

" . copjes of the Boprd's recommengations in, connectiqn

with; the Tailering, , Tea..and,, Coffee - Packing,. and
Lanndry.industries, and he has asked me te ascertain
ang forward to, him. the viewpoint,,of the Indian
amployergand employees. .. These draft,recommens
dations have bean clrcularlﬂﬁd to all tha.gagtitnent
bodies and to the branches thereof calling jupen
them to.dojthe needtnl,| ILis. sincerely. .honnd. that
a}l gonstituent bodics and. t.heu' branches will antivel s
co-pperate with my suceosgor in the, vations. matters
counacted with the Wages -Bpard.a3 -[ -am ofr the
opmlon that nnhl we have- organised Indmn laboar

trade unions, this work will have'to be- % erformed
by the Cougtéss ind ith colistithert bsmea dd their
branches.

'i"ﬂh SECEISION o EFHE ‘1‘ E. 1 Aésoclum%

lns matler has been g0 )vul,ely dlacussed and evpu,

reference has been n_;a.dg in, the

that I feel fo goo; ptii'poaa will

saqu anythmg al ength here. nevert e e i
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Prealdanual speech .
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and sBlfisH réasons. « Tho hated that these ootitilry-
men of ours, because of their disunion, arb doing to
our cause, is of such magditude that it.i8 likel¥. to
retard the progress we dil look forwardto: ™

Trangvaal, some , menibers  of, onr cou;imuruty like
Mesars. Mangalbhai Patel, 4, A Mirza, D. M; Ndrfoo

anrl others at, P,ret.orm stpod .uteadfastly ,wn;h youar, .

Gongress
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uiaion bS' Mr Batsoe i, Rev. :gamnnex
Meiists. Saleniat Désdi, Thumﬁx cioo. F K. Dman
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_al! I wish to express our gratefal thanks:
' Rev. 0. . ANDREWS -

Dmﬁa $tie 78 Lod montHE g2 Ehe.\figf-bd Gnder :
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VISIT OF THE METROPOLITAN oxa INDIA
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by the conauiuent hod1 at t e vanﬁu'ﬁ cen{f-es z)ecﬁﬂ form ﬁt the ti pf. hqlmd ’F}Lle

visited by Hid } nrdsti and at urb@n l!lhe qlem ra. . ference has bpah e,,agml‘ab)e to y
of yom 1va ha clrmumlons hlm. is . have mucli leasare in sub xttm sii wma
Lordsb at all the meebugs ArTangex for Kim. ook - the annexuares hereof {No. 23). 1 ain sare.1

the opportumty of stating the Church standpoint of immense use to all the delegates in their deli-
and I am sure this must have done a great deal of berations; your th ks are due to the Cengus Dewt.
good: - ¢ - 4 hbht for the codriesy Bhown by it dt all tites to
INDIAN NATIONAL Coscm:ss your officials. £Me. V. S. C. Path

Your Executive felt that as an affiliated body of ;;e‘l';afotl;gemte“;l%’:g‘; h olf-.all e T ape;i na:;l
the Indian National Congress, it should be repre- fn Indians agd atiach to this report, but this has not
sented at the Madras session. In pursuanc:ie Ofntfhm been possible on account of the cost involved in
policy, it cabled and appointed your President Mra. rotlibg the required law books. However a note on
Sarojini Naidn, the Rev. C. F. Andrews and Mr.  p yo o oing question, is _attached herewith, whmh‘
Ragoonath Singh of Ladysmith, as your delegates, | I trust will be of some use (Annexure ﬁo. b 55)

the Indian Natinnal Congress, I have at the tiine o LT

confirming these, abpointments ‘I;“Ltett‘l a lettm; tc; L . ¥ v PHANERSS v 60 . e
the Hecretanee of the Congress which fors part o i e n "

the Ahnexures Kereof (No. 19); - Your Execu[ﬁé has thé hohotiF f& aémn r(i itd
. sincere thankg to Mr., Mrs, and tlis Miases Gool dop =

Nox-EuropkaN CONFERENCE ) their kind hospitality to the Rev. C. F. w and

‘This Coxference was held at Kimberlex on the to the mi¢inbers of your Execulive dn ioud
23rd June 1927, and your Congreas as the recogmsed ons of Ihef visits to Capequ and,io MJ.‘- 8:d:»
voice of thé Indian codimunity of Soilth Atiica ‘was - Ban:iena for his valuable services rendered aa .
invited by the convenor Dr, Abdurabman to,parli- ¢ Aunditof tt yodi Congresa’ :
cipate. Your Lxecuuve, in the absence of any I wish to take thig opport ity ,of expresmng my «

polloy liid dowd b¥ CO!]Q!‘EBS decidedl to sbnd Helo- - perso“al thahks l;o ‘all those that he} me by t,heu- .
gates with restricted ,powers. The report of these. advide and assistaried i ‘thy - work 4§ Sécretary {3
delegatee is attached hereto (Annexure No. 11) Tha your ?ongress for the 'pa hvegtyrﬁvg mon’hs, S
setdbd Sessiod of the Non-Eurobean Conhsrencﬂ ']S fui]y BBIISB thal:, ware it : ot for the a,gamtance of
to be held in Drrban and at that Conferejce, tlie . thess gentlemenﬁnidnz whont I Wotlld phrticalirly
constitution and policy will b discussed. In view like io pen ion, our Deputy-Presiderit  Advocate,dJ,: -

of aii thésk circiindstddeeS this itemd has béen in-"~ W. Godirey for his ddvice and guidance and, to the
clnded on.the Agbnda. - ) ‘ . Jomt Houordr§ Treaturers MessiS. V.<S. C! %tth -
MAHATMA GANDHI AND OUR PRESIDEM . and E. M. Ally whq have heen a toger, of sirbngth
* %RS SAROJI\[i ﬁnnn ' tome in nfy work, in fact Mr. Pather Tias perform

his share in all my work, and to Messrs. Sorafijé
Botk Xtahatmaji and S.zroj:m Dot Hive Been kept Rustomjee, P. R, Pather, V. Lawrence, A. Sookdeo
in tpuch with..oor Ganuess by regutur: GOCFéEPD; - d others and aboye all to the members of my_ staff -
denvce. In fact, no mail 18 without somet.hmé hemg an o’ 1e Yo Me A Ha ﬂ:& £i J Ma'.kahlgl o
received ot despitched to and from thenl: -~ - b 510 g‘ &r ¥ taées:;&’ - o Aheir
Oyr.PresiJent Mre. Naida js, traly, s lowen.of + o e r?ele Fq" fop. th
H evér-ready assistance and courtesy af mes, |

atrengf.h to us in India, At her Hotel every Sopth % ,, o
African is welcoine and above sll! {t wis oiily ﬁttilng Xo t'hie c ]int(:xmpkommm ;::'1 ths rNatal cv:ltﬂn
thag shg along with, Rev. C. E.; Apdrews,and Mr, . my grae ul thanks are dug for their puplication o:

R £, ? 4 mittérs per taining fo t le work bf the Oongress an -

Ragoonath Singh, ahall represent na at the Madras
Naliobal Jodian Congress. I troat {bat (}onﬁreas + especially to Mr. Manial. Gandhi 4nd Mr! D: “Brdn- |

, . dow for their, person help and assistange. T
mré;;?:‘:t? ii:gip?&fﬁ: et heir Jove for us by ex, Were it ntk been for all l;heee iends’ ;hg m;e
P 8 i ;4.1 . rendered, invalpable services in, making iy, visk ‘&s

iMPERIAL I\D[A\' CITIZENSHIP KQSOCLK'IION ) ].lght a8 posmble it would not have Jbeen: poqalbla t0 B
. AND THE INDIANS OVERSEAS ASSOCIATION ,.hiavs evénd the 1ittla T Kave beer able t0 do._
These Assocjations. also, deserve our- thanks -for... ﬁ-n.conplumopi .wish, o, blacé, on weecord-miy deep 4
their mterest m onr aﬂ‘.m-s - and sincere gratitade ang %Ja.nkn H:-O .the Rt. H '
oitkEspoNDENCE, THLECRAMS AND CaBiEdRAMS * V.'S. S: Sdstri, the Kev. Aadrews, "My, P,
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A “bfies of infor mAMAT and Heatis'i cs*cthlec*ed ’b§ . i
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