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THE JOHANNESBURG MEETING

MEETING of the membera of the Transvaal
British Indian Association convened by Mr.
N. R. Patel (vice-chairman of the Association)
was held last Sunday afternoon at the Goodhope Bio
Hall, Johannesburg, The hall was fully packed
with Indians and delegates were present from
various parts of the Transvaal. The Sonth African
Indian Congress was also represented by Messrs.
J. W. Godirey, V. 3. C. Pather, A. I. Kajee and
Sorabjee Rustomjee. .
The chairman (Mr. N. R. Patel) in his opening
remarks thanked the large andience for attending
the meeting and moved a vote of condolence to the
family of the late Sir George Paddison which was
passed all standing,

Chairman’s Speech

The chairman then called npon Mr. $. B. Medh to
read his written speech extracts from which we give
below :—

Gentlemen,—This meeting has been convened by
me at the request of some 700 members of the
Transvaal British Indian Association.

The honorary secretaries of the Asaociation were
requisitioned to convene a special general meeting
in terms of rule 27 of the constitntion. That re-
quisition, to which many of you here present were
signatories, has been treated with contempt. In
order that youn should be afforded the desired oppor-
tunity of expressing your viewa on matters of vital
importance to the community I felt it my duty,
since the secretaries, supported by a section of the
committee, had violated theirs, to call this meeting
even though it be convened ontside the rales of the
constituation. Unfortunately the constitution had
made no alternative provision for the calling of a
special general meeting in the event of the secretaries
failing or refusing to comply with the requisition of
the meinbera. Probably its drafusmen never antici-
pated s0 serious a wviolatiom of the democratic
principles it was intended that the T, B, 1. A. should

. embody.

Now, gentlemen, rules are intended to serve not
to enslave or even emburass, certainly not to defeat
the larger purpose and welfure of the Association for
whose benefit they were formed, Rules that are
found no longer to serve but only to enslave must
be broken. Similarly, servants who, failing to ap-
preciate the honour and privilege of service, consti-
tute themselves tyrants, dictators, over-riders of the
considered opinion of the people they were elected
to serve, must be deposed. Principles must not be
sacrificed for personal ambitions or sectional selfish-
ness. Whether yoar views on the matter yon desire

to discuss are nlumately found to be right or wrong.

you have the right to be given an opportnnity to
express them, and it is just because that right has
been refused you that I have felt it my daty to con-
vene this meeting and to preside here to-day. I
very much regret to have to confess that the arbitrary
ignoring of your requisition by the secretaries is bat
one of a lony series of unconstitational acts or de-
fanlts. 1T still more regret to have to add that the
conduct of the secretaries has pot beea et by the

corrective attitude of a certain proportion of my
colleagnes on the Association's committee and their
screaning support of the secretaries’ irregularity
must be my further excuse for the attitude I have
felt to adopt and follow. After hearing what I have
still to say, disagreeable as ia the recital, you shall
pass your judgment and I ghall invite an expression
of that judgment by means of certain resolutions
that will be snbmitted for your consideration. .

Believe me, gentlemen, in the political history: of
Indians in the Transvaal, this meeting is the most
important one and I felt in my conscience that had
I failed to call this meeting to safeguard the interesta
of the ecommunity I would have been unfaithful to
the Indian pablic. I am glad to see that yon have
responded to the call in euck a large number and I
cordially thank youn for it. ' .

I wish to draw your attention to our present ' polit
tical sitnation and to the attitnde of the Association
towarda it and to the predicament in which we are
placed as a result thereof.

« « « I wishto draw your attention to a very
important matter, and that is that at the time. of the
announcement of Mr., Sastri’s appointment and
while yet he was in India, the Union Government
here gazetted the aménded Immigration Bill accord-
ing to the Capetown Agresment. It was fortunate
for us that Mr. Andrews was here then. He at once
suggested that a conference of the Sounth .Afriean
Indian Congress be held to stndy the Bill and offer
our suggestions there anent. The secretary convened
an Emergency Conference in Durban and it was
there that it was resolved that all the three
provinces should present their objections
and suggestions in the form of a statement .to
be presented to the Minister of the Interior.

When Mr. Andrews and the Secretary of the
8. A. L. Congress reached Capetown to present the
statement to the Minister of the Interior, our Asso-
ciation sent Mr. Camay to Capetown.

The Executive of the 8. A. I. Congress and Mr.,
Andrews tried to persnade the Minister to amend
the Bill in such a way that section 5 should, not.have
a retrospective effect, but the Witiister of the Interior
informed them that such amendment had no chance
of passing in Parliament, and if the amendment be
lost the Minister would not be in a position to- give
administrative relief. Consequently it was wise that

& amendmenti should not have been brought, since
the Minister of the Interior gave an. assurance tha
he could condone such false certificates provided_the
people in the country gave him an assurance, firstly,
that they would stand by the -Capetown Agreement
and sapport it loyally, and secondly, they would no
longer encourage or conntenance or sappors by legal
or other processes these fraudulent transactions. -

Mr. Camay expressed his satisfaction at this
arrangement. Althongh being satisfied with this
arrangement Mr. Camay wired from Capetown. that
the Congress officials were not doing anything in the
matter of Section 5, and therefore he was presenting
& Beparate statement on behalf of the Transvaal. If

( Conlinued on pags 343)
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THE KIMBERLEY CONGRESS

HE eighth session of the South
Affican Indian Congress will be
held at Kimberley on the 1st 2nd,

3rd and 4th of January 1928, The settle-
ment of the dispute of Transvaal Indians
augurs well for the coming Congress.
Last Sunday's meeting of the members
of thie Téansvaal British {ndiag Assoclation,
convened by the vice-chairman Mr. N.
R. Patel; was very suecessful. Alil ke reso-
litlbris wérk passed practically unanimously
there being just one or two dissenting
voicds fow atid then. The existing officials
and committee of the Association have
been called upoh to resign within seveti
days afid provisional officials and a com-
mittee have been elected td carry on the
work petidiig the resignation of the old
workéis. If they fail to abide by the
decision of the rmhembers of the Asso-
tiatiord, Which would be monstrous, then
the newly elected workers will form them-
selves  ifto a new body calling them-
sélves the ‘Tradsvaal Indian Congress
and will henceforth .represetit Transvaal
Itidians atd will affiliate with the South
African Indian Congress and the Trans-
vaal delegates to the South Afticat
. Indidti Congtéss will be sent by that body.
Thus the fear thir 6ne Province may
not be répresented at the coming Con-
gress has beed removed.
K special feature of the coming Con-
gress will be the presencé of the Rt Hon.
Seitiivdsa Sastti. ~ We have had India
represented on our Congress orce and
that was wheén Mts, Srojini Naidu presid-
"ed over it. Then in the fast session we
had the very useful guidance of Mr. C. F.
Andréwt atid in thHe coming session Mr.
Sastri will be there to guide us in our deli-
berations.

There are many matters of vital import-
ance 1o the Indian commuiiity throughout
thi¢. Usilon that will have to be considered
by ‘the Congress and it is thereforg
eysetitial that all theé Provinces are repre-
sented at the Congress by their full num-
ber of delegates which i thirty for eich
Province. ] .

‘The most impdrtant question that will
- P discussed at the Congress will no doubt
be the Capetown Agreement. It must be
acknowledged that there has been an earnest

endeavour on the part of Indians as well as
Europeans as represented by their Press to
work the Agreement in so far as it has been
possible and the thanks are due entirely to
Mr. Sastri who is giving his life-blood to
the successful working of it.

The education scheme which is a part
of the Agreement is steadily progressing.
Natal, which was deadly opposed to the
scheme, has by Mr. Sastri’s winning person-
ality been pursuaded to co-opetate and she
has discharged her responsibility by appaint-
ihg 4 Commission io enquire into the condi-
tions of Indian education in the Province It
is true that the Comihission is not as it should
liavé been and the co-operation of Natal is a
half-hearted ohe.  But the conversion from
the deadliest opposition to one of partial
co-operation is 4 hopeful sign. There are
also experts from India to assist the Com-
mission and while a great deal depends oit
the recommiendations of the Commission
Indians in the Province will be well advised
not to fail in their duty to tender evidence
before the Commission as elaborately as
possible. Then there is the Fort Hare pro-
ject. We aré totally in disagreement with
the views expressed by a ceriain section of
our bretheren opposing the project.

In the absence of any institution possess-
ed independently by the Indians the institu-
tion at Fort Hare has been taken advantage
of by a fimited number of Indian students
and if further facilities aré made for a lakger
number of Indians it is a step to be thank-
ful for. Then there is the proposed Teach-
ers Training College and High School for
Indians for which a sum of £1800 has been
already,subscribed by the Indian community
in Natal. Mr. Sastri has asked the Durban
Corporation for a site for this institution of
six actes but the Corporation has grinted
two acres. We recognise that there was a
preat deal of opposition amongst some
members of the Council to this site being
granted to Indians and we have to thaik-
the Durban Town Council for what they
have given, It is to be hoped that they will
consider favourably in the near future the
advisability of granting the fuither four acres
asked for as two acres of land is not ade-

-quate for a huge institution such as is pro-

posed to be built.



December 23rd, 1927

INDIAN OPINION -,

343

While the question of education is thus
vety favourably progressing the Minister of
Justice—Minister of Injustice would be more
appropriate—Mr. Tielman Rbos is un-
fortunately trying to deal a death-blow to
the whole Agreement by the Liquor Bill
he has introduced into Parliament. The
effect of that Bill, as has already been ex-
plained, will be to throw out of émploymerit
thousands of Indians at present working as
waiters atid cooks in the various Hotels
throughout the Union merely on racial
grounds. The coming Congress will have
to reitetate its strong protest agaiiist this
Bill.

There is then the question of receiving
conidonation from the Government for those
Indians who may have entered and acquired

domicile in the Union illegally before the -

passing of the Immigration and Indian
Relief (Further Provision) Act, 1927. The
delay caused ifi receiving this condonation
is due to the disorganisation in the Trans-
vaal British Indian Association and the
secession of that body from the South
African Indian Congress. Now that the
Transvaal Indians have again joined the
folds of the Congress, the Indian commu-
nity as a whole will be able to give the
assurance asked by the Government that
they will generally abide by the terms of
the Agreement and will not tolerate or
assist in any way any illegal entrants in the
future and receive in return condénation
promised by the Government..

While giving the above assurance to the
Government, it should be understood clearly
by the Government that the Indian com-
munity as a whole has never countenanced
or encouraged illegal entrants nor has it
assisted such entrants, The blame for any
false entry lies only on the Immigration
Department itself and the few individuals
who may be Indians or, for that matter, of
&ny other race, who may have made it their
occupation. We have né objection to such
individuals being brought to book. The
assurafice on the part of the <Congress
as representing the community could there-
fore be nothing more than the -policy
adhered Yo by it in the past. ‘

The above-mentioned are among the
tnain points that will come under discussion
at the forthcoming session of the South

African Indian Congress to which we wish
evety success,

( Continued from JSront pags )

was quite natural for the people here npon receiving
such information from Mr. Camay to be dissatisfied
with the Congress and in view of that the feeling
here was aroused to such an exteaut that the Asso-
ciation passed a resolution ' of secession from the
Congress. .

Mr. Sastri’s Appéal

Ever since Mr. Sastri’s arrival in this country in
poblic meetings and private conversations he has
been appealing very strongly for the T. B. I. A. to
affiliate with the Congress and speak with one voice.
For the last five months 8 movement has been on
foot for re-affiliation and it has often been discussed
at committes meetings but the secretaries of the

~

T. B. I. A. and their supporters being opposed tooth
and nail to suoch affiliation with the Congress
nothing so far has matured. -

Administration of the Association

Several mestings of the commiittee of the Asso-
ciation took place nnder my chajirmanship and: what
I am now mentioning is the resnlt of my versonal
axperience. It iz my firm belief that any resolution
passed at the committee meeting must be given
effect to by the secretaries. But I am sorry to find
that the secretaries do not give effect to any resolu-
tion that is not to their liking. When X pay this I
fpeak a8 on® who presided over the committee
meetings of the Association and I want you to be-
lieve me that these are facts and that I shall give
you such instances. At the time when a banquaet
was givet in honour of Mr. Sastri a committes
meeting pessed a resolution to send invitations to
the officials of the S. A. I. Congress, but the secre-
taries for personal reasons did not do so and when
on the eve of the banquet it was found that they
had not sent the invitations, strong feeling was
aroused amongst the members of the committee and
the secretaries explained that as they ‘were afraid
that the presence of the officials of the 8. A. I C.
would canse disturbance here they did not send the
invitations. Great commotion was created by thie
arbitrary actien of the secretaries, but in order 4o
allow the banquet to go through peacefully the
members dropped the matter there.

. Another commitiee meeting took place also under
my chairmanship, whereat a resclution was -passed
to the effect that a telegram wishing Mr. Andrews
bon voyage, and -another telegram to Mr. Sastri
asking him to receive a deputation from the Agso-
ciation, be sent, and according to this resolution the

" gecretary did send a telegram to Mr. Andrews but

not to Mr. Sastri becanse they felt that if a deputu-
tion were to o0 Mr. Sastri would request them to
join the Congress which the secretaries did not want
to do. ' ) -

When there are important occasions for calling a°

comnittee meeting the seoretaries would not ecall
one. I kmow this for certain that once when the
chairman of the Association wrote to the gecretaries
to call ‘a committee meeting for some important
matter they did not comply with the re-
quest simply becauss they smelt that there wounld be
a discassion re re-affiliation with the Congress.

Assurance from the Minister
It is necessary that an assurance be given to the
Urion Government as desired by the Minister of the

Interior to the effect that the Indian community
will loyally support the Agreement before we ecould

get an assurance in retarn from the Minister not to °
apply Clanse 5 against those who have fraudulently °

ohtained registration. certificates. It is the wish of
the Minister that such a letter should be given by
the Congress, but in wiew of the Associdtion’s
secession from the 8. A. I. Congress, it is impossible
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for them to give such an assurance. It is therefore
necegrary that we must join the (ongress to safe-
gaard tl_ze interests of our community, but as the
secretaries sre againat re-affiliation and not caring
whether the community suffers or not it has become

i!nposeible for anyone to utter the word *‘re-affilia-
tion” before them.

‘While this assurance is not obtainable owing to
the arhitrary action of the secretaries, several Indians
in Johannesburg have received intimation from the
Immigration Department that has proof in its office
that they have fraudulently obtained -registration

. and that if they were to approach the Depariment
to get their wives and children into the country
action wounld be taken against them to cancel their
registration, The Immigration Officer has not
stopped at this only but has cansed an Indian to be
arrested under Clause 5 and I assure you that similar
actions have also been taken in the Cape and Natal.
Owing to such state of affairs the secretaries were

. often urged to attend to this important matter and to

call a committee meeting to arrange for an interview
with Mr, Sastri but to no purpose. Sering this state
of affairs, Mr. Sastri wired the Association from
Durban to send down a deputation, but the secre-
taries of their own replied by wire that a deputation
would come over if nothing was discussed about the
Congress. This wire was sent without the know-
ledge of the committes and you can see how foolish
jt was to have sent such 2 telegram. Upon receipt
of such telegram Mr. Sastri at once cancelled the in-
vitation., Although leaders of wvarious sections of
the community in a deputation begged the secre-
taries to call & committes meeting the secretaries did
not comply with the regunest. I know for a fact
that one of the secretaries abused and attempted to
assault 4 member of the committee during the pro-
grese of a committee meeting presided over by me
and my appeal to him for order was even nnheeded.
On account of such arbitrary and bratal action of the
secretaries many members of the committee had to
cease taking part in any of the committee meetings
and I myself and one of the treasurers tendered our
resignation which was not accepted.

Mr. Myeras who was the treasurer of the reception
committee of the banquet given in hononr of Mr.
Sastri, complained before one of the committee
meetings to the effect that he was not receiving
vouchers for moneys paid out by the Becretaries.
The secretaries have communicated twice with the
Minister of the Interior on important matters with-
out the kmowledge and consent of the commiltee,
and have kept the members in the dark about the
replies. There are good many instances which go
to prove that the gecretaries are very arbitrary and
doing things nunconstitutionally, not only that, bat

they even refuge to carry out the resoiutions passed

by the committee, and do as they like.
Mr. Sastri’s Speech in Johannesburg

On the 10th of October 1927 Mr. Sastri interviewed

) }many leading Indians in Johannesburg representing
various sections of the commmnnity, and npon dis-
cussing the gqnestion of re-affilirtion with the Con-
gress he was assured by everyone present that they
were willing to rejoin. A depuatation of the Asso-
ciation also waited npon him, but as the Association
did not want to discuss anything concerning the
Congress, Mr. Sostri wrote to Mr. Camay (one of the
gocretaries) to call a yeneral meeting of the Trans-
vaal Indians, independently of the Association in
order to enable him to explain to the Indian public
the Capetown Agreement, but I know that Mr.
Camay did not call such a meeting. Owing to this
attitnde of the pecretary the leaders of the commu-

[—
r

nity convened & meeting of Transvaal Indians in-
depandently of the Association on the 12th October
1027 which was presided over by Mr. 8. D. Bobat
of Potchefstroom. Mr. Bastri delivered a very im-

‘portant speech at that meeting which made a very

deep impression npon Transvaal Indians, and every-
body understood how essential it was for the Asso-
ciation to re-affiliate with the Congresa to safeguard
the interests of the community.

Mr. M. L. Patel’s Interview

After this meeting one of the secretaries of the
Association Mr. M. I. Patel gave an interview to the
Siar to the offect that according to the desira of Mr,
Sastri he would try to re-affiliate with the Congresa.
Notwithstanding what he said in his interview, bhe
goes on doing things contrary to it, and I want to
draw your attention to these inconsistencies and I
leave it to your good Bense to judge what will the
public think of our secretary who says one thing in
the Press and does another thing in committes.
Gentlemen, bear in mind that the honour and pree-
tige of the Association is involved in such inconsis.
tenoies seeing that the secretary spoke for and on
behalf of the committee.

1n the beginning of October the secretaries wrote
a letter to the Minister of the Interior asking him to
let them know what assnrance he required on behalf
of the Association in order to get a letter of assurance
in return from him concerning section 5. The
Minister in reply wrote to the secretaries. to this
effect : “The Minister of the Interior would be
very glad to be assured by any influential friends
regarding any matter of public importance but he
had for some time dealt with the 8. A. L. Coungress,
and he felt he wounld deal in fature with them, a8 he
considered it would be to the advantage of every-
body if the Government of the Union treated with
one recognised body. He therefrre begged the
British Indian Associstion of this Province to ad-
dress him throngh the 8. A. I, Congress.”

The secretaries did not consvlt the committee be-
fore writing such an important letter, When the
Rt. Hon. Mr, Sastri in his speech at the mass meet-

. ing referred to this important matter then only the

public came to know. ‘

In regard to the propriety of affiliating ourselves
to the 8. A. 1. Congress will youn forgive me if I
ask you carefully to weigh and ponder the following
considerations :—

(1) India has done the honour to send us as her
Agent-General one of her most brilliant and
polf-sacrificing sons in order that we may have
an official monthpiece who knows us and who
we understand and represent legitimate needs,
viewpoints and aspirations, and who will pro-
tect us even from ourselves when in our in-
experience we may lack foresight and correct
prospective. : :

(2) The Government of the Union recognized in
Mr. Sastri one who is both a statesman and
the sonl of honour. Could we have a better
adviser or more capable, more trasted advocate
and intermidiary. If as a community we had
gtill many obstacles to overcome many die-
abilities to remove, it wounld be more than
difficult to find a safer, more generally
honoured and trusted gunide, a wise counsellor
than the one we have in Mr. Haxtri.

Mr. Sastri i8 fumiliar with both sides of the
case, namely ours and that of the TUnion
Government, He points ont the gtrong ad-
visability of the sewveral unite namely the
Transvanl, Cape and Natal, umiting in one
Congress 8o that representation, when neces-
pary, may carry the weight and infimence of
the Sonth African Indian community. Union,
gentlemen, is always strength. Moreover, the
Union Government 'has Intimated pretty
clearly that it will attach little if any welght
to representations of a sectionnl character and
made through other than the 8, A. L. Congress,
(4) This menns that remsining outside the

H, A. 1. Congress is to occupy a poeition of

(3
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dangerous isolation and it wouald be equally
dangerons for other Provinces to remain 80.
When the Transvaal British Indian Associa-
tion or rather the Transvaal Indiz‘m comma-
nity is left outside the pole of official recogni-
tions, its local interests imperilled, perhaps
even ignored, Mr. Sastri’s work made difﬁfmlh
and the Trapavaal community and its motives
regarded by both the Indian and the Union
Governments with distrnst and suepicion.

Now, gentlemen, various resolntions will be placed
before you one by one according {o the objects set out
in the requisition and will be fully disecnssed. I will
have to allot & certain limit of time for the mover
and sapporter of the resolation and votes will be
taken for such resolntions. Before giving your
votes I request you all to give your proper attention
to the resolutions. I request every one of yom not
to leave this Hall and go away oniil T declare the
meeting closed. 1 also arge upon you not to create
any distarbance when onr proceedings are going on.
I reqnire the assistance of every one of you present
in this Hall to carry out the most important work of
this meeting. Once more gentlemen I thank you
- all
A Disturbance

One Moosa Jassat created a disturbance in the
middle of the chairman’s speech when Mr. Gedfrey
appealed to the aundience to take their seats and
assured the distarber to be given an opportunity to
speak after the speech concluded.

- The chairman accordingly gave an opportunity to
Mr. Jassat which he did not take and the chairman’s
speech was then translated into Gujarati by Mr,
P. K. Desai.

. Resolutions

The following resolutions were then passed:—

1. That this mass meeting of the Transvaal Indians
convened by Mr. N. R, Patel (vice chairman of the
Transvaal Britieh [Indian Association,) expres-
ses its dissatisfaction with the conduct of the Joint
Hon, Secretaries of the Transvaal British Indian
Association of which every adult British Indian
here present is #p%0 facie member, and calls upon the
said Secretaries to tender their resignations.

In the event of their failing 8o to do within seven
days from date, that they be regarded as having
been dismirsed from office, and that they be imme-
diately notified in writing by the chairman of thig
meeting of this resolntion.

Proposed by Mr. E. Mall, seconded by Mr.
Morarjee Desai and supported by Mr. K. S. Rama of
Pretoria.

2. That with a view to reconstituting the Transvaal
British Indian Association, the present Committee
and other officials of the Association be likewise
called upon to tender their resignation within seven
days from date.

Proposed by Mr .M. P. Patel, seconded by Mr. Wil-
lie Ernest and sapported by Messrs E. Patel and
Ramlal Mooloo of Pretoria.

3. Thatin the event of the Joint Hon. Becretaries,
officials and Committee of the Transvaal British Indi-
an Association resigning as requested, the provisional
offictals and Committee to be appointed at this

Deeting shatl take their place, but in the event of
them (the officials and Committee of the T.B.LLA)
failing or refusing to act in terms of resolations Nos,
1 and 2 then the provisional otficials and Committes
constitute themselves into permunent officials and
Committee of a body to be known as the Transvaal
Indian Congrees, and the said officials and Commit-
tee are requested in either case to forthwith seek
affiliation with the Sounth Afriecan Indian Congress.

4. That the following shall be the officials and
Committes with power 1o add In terms of resolutlon
No; 8 hereof(:
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President ;: Mr. M. D Baroochi. Vice Presidents :
Messrs. Naran Ramjee, Alli Dadabhai, C. K. T. Naidua,
Baboolal Mahuraj (Pretoria) and Ebrahim Jamal,
Hon. Secretaries: Mesars. Pragjee Desai, 8. M. Desai
and K. N. Singh. Hon. Treasarers : Messrs. Trib-
hovan G. Patel, Rascol Patel and Kara Fakira.

Comunitiee : Messra, Mavjee Premjee, Nagar
Gopaul, V. G. Patel, Ambaram Bhagvan, Morariji
Desai, Moolji Patel, V. @. Naidoo. S. P. Padayachi,
Sampson Paul, Ramdayal Singh, D. M. N ursoo,
S. B. Medh, M. V. Patel J. K. Dessi, J. V. Paruk,
R. V. Patel, M.V, Desai, Govin Mistri, Govin Prem-
ji. G. Parbhoo, A. Billimoria, Ahmed Moosajee,
Ismail Coovadia, E. Mall, E. M. Patel, F. S. Laher,
E. Balbulia, M. V.Dessi, G. A. Fazaadar, A. A,
Mirza, L. I. Hazaree, E. 8. Dangor, S. V Pillay. Rev.
B. L. E. Sigamony, D. P. Gidumal, D. K. Patel, Essop
Patel, Moosa Bayat, Willie Ernest, V. N. Naidoo,
N. Francis Pillay, T.S. Vassen, M. S. Abed.

3. That this mass meeting suthorises the cifficials
and Committee appointed under resolution No. 4 to
nomipale the thirty delegates to attend the session
of the South African Indian Congress to be held at
Kimberley on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Jan., 1928.

5. That baving regard to the item, namely, the
amending of the Constitution and standing orders on
the Agenda of the South African Indian Congress
at its forthcoming Conference in Kimberley, this
mass meeting instructs the delegates to earnestly ap-
peal to the Rt. Hon. V. S. S. Sastri to use his influ-
ence that the views and requirements of the Trans-
vaal Indian community in regard :o the following
among other points be not lost gight of:-—

L. That the Headquarters of the South African
Indian Congress rotate from one Province to another.

2. That matters concerning each Provines shall lie
with the Provincial body concerned to be -dealt
with by it. :

3. That officials of the S. A. I. Congress should be
elected from, the Province to which Headquarters

may be fixed. T -

4. Any provincial grievances submitted by the pro-
vineial body to the S. A. I. Congress shall be given
fall consideration whether such grievances are put
up in documentary form or otherwise withoat dele-
tion or amendment:

5. That the question of the finances of the S. A_ I.
Congress should be adjusted on more eqaitable
6. That this mass meeting of the Indian commn-
nity of the Transvaal hereby places on record its
deep sence of gratitade and appreciation for the in-
valuable services rendered to the cause of the Indian
community of South Africa by the Right Hon. V. S.
Srimivasa Sastri P.C. and expresses its continned
confidence in him.

7. That this meeting hereby places on record its
gincere thanks to the chairman of this meeting, Mr.
N. R. Patel, for his courageous and patriotic action
in having convened this meeting in order to bring
unity among Transvaal Indians and for successfully
and ably conducting this meeting.

In connection with numerouns complaints having
been received from non-Europesns alleging that
they have been prevented from crossing the newly-
opened Athlone Bridge leading to Darban North, it
was pointed out to the Mercury recently that no
non-Europeans having Jawful business on the estate,
such a8 Indians and Natives working there (servants
of site-holders) are interfered with at all, bat, as the
bridge is not a public one, unless the owners of the
estate took some steps to control the traffie, it would
simply become a public thoroughfare for the whole
of the inhabitants of the North bank of the Umgeni
River, which comprises a very large non-European
population. The bridge was buslt at the pXpense of
Durban Notth Estates, L., and lands 4l \bair s
private praperty, ‘
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Mahatma Gandhi’s Interview

“Will cuta sorry figure as Indian Mussolini”

* How the Royal Commission should be constitu-
ted.ie a8 alien & subject to me as say, the cure for
tuberculosis which falls in the province of a medical
expert. 1 have paid no thought to the subject of
Royal Commission becanse it ia distinctly outside
the sphere of my knowledge, thonghts and activities,”
replied Mahatma Gandhi when a representative of
the Herald questioned him during his short stay in
Bombay en route to Delhi, as to what attitnde he
would take up at the Viceregal Conference, if he
were faced with the proposition, 80 much in the ajr,
viz, that the Statutory Commission is to be com-
posed of Parlinmentariand and Indiane to act as
NEre ASHeEE0TS.

“Would you accept a seat on the Royal Commis-
gion, if one was offered to you?” was the question
next put to Mahatmaji. “What is the use of asking
e that quention? 1 had once apecunlated what I
would do if I were appointed Viceroy of India, but
those days of speculation are gone,” retorted
Gandhiji.

The conversation then turned to the question of
-Hinduw-Muslim unity.

Hindu-Muslim Unity

“Have you deapaired of achieviug communal
unity in the near falure in view of the break up of
the Jast Simla Unity Conference?”’  asked the
Herald man. “Never” aid Mahatmaji, adding
“I have not despaired; only I do not know how it
wounld have to be achieved.”

*I have said some time back that the solution of
this question has passed out of man’s hand, and the
Viceroy is but a man.”

“Dr. Besant said the other day that separate elec-
torates were the sole cause of Hindu-Muslim satrifes.
In support of her contention, she cited that all riots
were ¢confined to towns and had not defiled the vil-
lages. If you agree with that view, then should'nt
you concentrate all your attention on the immediate
abolition of separate electorates?

- Gandhiji replied: *‘I don’t think separate elector-
ates are the sole cause, They may be one of the
factors,”

“The air ia thick with the cry for constitution
making., Would you be a party to any such attempt?

“I really don’t know. I have notcoms to any
decision on that point.”

“You are reported to have said in the course of
your South Indian tour that so long as the council
programme stands, you will not lead the Congress
nor take active part in the politieal struggle. Why
don’t you then in the interest of the country sorap
the Council programmae, pursuade all Qongressmen to
‘that effect and come out of your secluslon?” asked
the Herald representative, )

No Power to Scrap Council Programme

“1 don't remember having said such a thing.
Apart from that, however, I have no power to
scrap the Council programme and I do not want to
go beyond those who are the accepted leaders of the
pations I am +walting for the leaders to lears the
futility of Couritil entry by thermselves,

Just iow I inay be sild to be obresded if it 18 an
obsession with the ldea of malkitig khadl universal,

The obnversation then dtifted to the next Con-
gresa programme and  De. Anéarl’s outlook thereofi.

“Don't you think Mahatmaji that the Prebidett
elect's new ontlook on politivs, bétrays a defmdtist
mentality? Has it been; in your opihion, rightly
interpreted as a clarion «¢all or HEnrrender?"' askéd
the interviewer. ) 7

“No” said Mahatmaji:. * It hus ngt kthigk s 48
& call for surrender or es-operation With Goverhment.

You ghould judge Dr. Ansari by his actions and not
by your interpretation of his manifesto.”

In the end. the representative asked “Asa sure
panacea for the conntry’s ills, it haa been suggested
that you should be given dictatorial powers in all
our national sctivities and be persuaded to play the
Mussolini in India. How do yon think that idea
will work?"

Will Cut Sorry Figure as Mussolini

Gandhiji returned a hearty laugh aud then replied
in all seriousness, “'I have neither the ambitions of
Mussolini nor can I have his powers, If dictator-
ship were thrust to me, 1 should cut a sorry figure
as an Indian Mussolini. Moreover you can’t impose
by force any reforms, gocial or otherwise. In other
words, you cannat make people good by force”
concluded the sage of Sabarmati.

The Stbry of My Experiments
With Truth

[By M. X, GaNDHI]
Part II1. Cfla_pter XXIII.

To Sours AFRIoA AGAIN

Though Manilal was restored to health, I saw
that the (irgaum house was not habitable. It
waa damp and ill-lighted, Soin consultation with
Sjt. Revashankar Jagjivan, I decided to hire some
well-ventilated bungalow in a suburb of Bombay.
1 wandered about in Bandra and Santa Cruz. Its
slaughter-house Rzevented us the choice of Bandra.
Ghatkopar and places near it seemed to be too far
from the sea. At laat we hit vpon a fine bungslow
in Santa Cruz which was hired as the best from
the point of view of sanitation. I took a first class
geason ticket from Santa Crus to Churchgate, and
remember having often felt a sort of pride in being
the only first class passenger in my compartment.
Often 1 went to Bandra in order to take there the
fast train going straight to Churchgate,

Iecemed to prosper in my profession better
than ¥ had expected. My South African clients
often entrusted me with some work and it was
enough to help me to pay my way. '

I had not yet succeeded in securing any work fa
the High Court, but I attended the ‘moot’.that
used to be held in those days, though I never
ventured to take part-in it. L recall Jamintram
Nanabbai ta a prominent part. Like other
freali barristers I mode a point of sttending the
hearing of cases in the High Court, more, 1 am
afraid, to enjoy the soporific breeze ocoming
straight from the sea than to add to my knowledge.
I observed that I was not the only one io enjoy
this pleasure. It scemed to be the fashion and
therefore nothing to be ashamed of. :

However I began to make use of the High goul_'t
Library and make fresh acquaintanoes and Jfejt
that I should soon secure work in the High' Cotirt.

Thus whilet on the ohd band I began to feel
somovwhat easy about my profession, on the other,
Gokhald; whose eyes were always 6n e had -besn
busy making his own plané for me. He irould
peep 4t my chambers twice hr thrivd every week,
oftén in company with friende whom he wadted
mp to krow, and hé would ‘ecquaint me with his
mode of Work. ! Cob

But it misy be snid that God lias riéver allvwed
duy of -y plais to stand  Hé has disposed théth
in Hi§ owht wiy: T e
- J 8t wheti I sbeméd t6 B ésttlifif dowd 48 T had
intbridéd; I fecelvéd Ko -dlibipdcted dable from
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Soath Africa: ‘Chamberlain expected here. Please
return immediately.” I remembered my promise
and cabled to say that I was ready to sturt as soon
as they put me in funds. They promptly res-
ponded. 1 gave up the chambers and started for
South Africa.

1 had an ides that the work there would keep
me engaged for at least a year and so I kept the
bungalow and left my wife and children there.

I believed then that enterprising youths who
could ot find an opening in the country siould
emigrate to other landa. I therefore took with me
four or five such youths, one of whom was Maganlal
Gandhi .

The Gandhis were and are a big family. I
wanted to find out all those who wished to leave
the trodden path and venture abroad. My father
used to accommodate a number of them in some
State service. 1 wanted them to be self-reliant.

But as my ideals advanced, I tried to persuade
these youths also to conform their ideals to mine
and I had the greatest success in guiding Maganlal
Gandhi. But about this later.

The separation from my wife and children, the
breaking up of a settled establishment, and going
from the certain to the uncertain,—all this was for
a moment painful, but I had insured wmyself to an
uncertsin life. I think it is wrong to expeot
certainties in this world where al} elsa but God
that is Trath is an wncertainty. All that appears
and happens about and around us is nncertain,
transient. Only there is one Supreme Being
hidden therein as a Certainty, and one would be
blessed if one could catch a glimpse of that
Certainty and hitch one’s waggon to it, The guest
for that Truth is the Summum Bonum of li

I reached Durban not a day too soon. Thers"

was work waiting for me. The date for the Depus
tation to wait on Mr. Chamberlain had been fized,
1 had to draft the memorfal to be submitted to
him and accompany the Deputatinn.

A—

Under the auapices of the Indian Social Service
Committee Dr. F. G. Cawston will give a lectnre on
“East Africa” illusirated by lantern slides, in the
M. K. Gandhi Library on Tuesday the 27th instant
4t 8 p.m. All are welcome, _

Natal [Indian Congress
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Natal Indian Con-
gress will be held at the Parsee Rustomjee
Hall, Queen Street, Durban, on Sunday,
22nd Januvary 1928 at 2-30 p.m.

Agenda: \'\

Minutes.

Secreturies’ Report,

Treasurers’ Financial Statement,
Revision of Rules.

Election of Officials.

General.

AMOD BRYAT, President.
V. 5. C. PATHER }

1A ol ol

Jt. Hon,

SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE | Secretaries.

19th Dec. 1927.

Al Yl 38y
ally ornzg oo

audl mRR sl 203 B 3 g Y-
M ZAull adfls ez 0w wiall
AU 1R, sl 24, Rwia Ifar a,
R el 2R Al A W W ald
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(gauofl Py sl Y 4Ry, Wna-
adedl Yagll, A,
AHE @A, Y.
fl. A, A, uUR.
Ay ranw,

- R, A WA,

a. 4 QTr e, | o
‘South African _l}ndian Congress"
EIGHTH SESSION .

In terms of Clause 13 of the Canstitusion
notice is hereby given to the constifuent
bodies that the next Annual Conference will
be held at Kimberley on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and 4th January 1928, :

The following is the agenda :—.

1. Presidential Speecg.

2. Minutes.

3. Hon. Gen. Secretary’s Report.

4. Hon. Ji. . Treasurer's Financial Btate«
ment. :

5. Capetown Agreement.
(2) Bills passed thefe anent.
(b) Edyeation Inquiry Commlission.
(¢} Housing & Sanitary Commission.

6. Proposed Ligqyor Bill. .

7. Non-European Conference.

8. Notices of Motion. ' a

9. Revision of Constitution and- Stand-

4

ing Orders, .
10. Election of Officials.

s
11. General,

A. |. KAJEE,
HON, GEN, BECRETARY, .
Headquarters :

175 Grey Street, Durban.
25th Nov, 1927.

Phone 3867. 182, Grey Street, Purbas, Bex 316,
HEERABHAI MORAR MATVADKAR
Wholesale Fruit & 'v:gemme Exporter

Commission Agent.
eyt , ,
@k dfle, @aai Nny wnidisy, sma
T haRa fyd vl WpsE wiGue
Rala wdl Q3 szuni wuals
RDWvi page  wm Bl Bived Burs et .

Brinted and Published by Santiel 8, Guiidnf he Phésie -
Sestlement, Phoplx, Natal, . - 4d "o
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