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NOTES AND NEWS - . -~ .. &

CCORDING to o telegram dated 18th April,
ﬂ Reuter's correapondent at Bombay onderstands.
that Mr, Srinivasa Sastri has accepted the
appoiotment of the Goverament of India as its Agent in
Sonth Africa in connection with the operation of the
Indo-Union Agreement on the Asiatic question.

A message from London says that a campaign to raise
£50,000 for the Indian Colleges Fand kas been launched
at u meeting in London by Sir Frederick Whyte, He
warmly advocated the canse of women’s education, de-
ploring the fact that education and social progress
Isgged behind political reforms in India. Mr. Arthor
Mathew declared that India must alter her matrimonial
and socisl customs before women’s education counld
definitely progress, He urged that tne best means of
assaring good feelivg between East and West lay in
ardent co-operation in such admirable objects as women’s
edncation. Lord Meston approved of the scheme.

According to a message from London dated March 2,
despite the adverse decigion of the meeting of the Comncil
of the Couservative and Unijonist Party against votes for
women at the age of 21, it i8 understood that the
Government is likely to give early attention to women’s
franchise. A conterence of all parties is to be called to
discuss the complicated problems associated with the
extension of the franchise, It is generally considered in
political circles that votes for women st 25 are more
probable. Not the least difliculty is the proportion of
women to men voters. At present women voters omt-
number men in four Parliamentary Divisions and the
figures are very close in three others. It is estimated
that the extension of the franchise to women at the age
of 25 wonld give a majority to women in almost every
constitnency. _

The Tribune, Lahore, writes :—The Excise Minister
in Burmu recently stated in the local Comncil that the
policy of the Government in the matter of excise regula-
tion wus one of supply and demand. So long as there
was a demand on the part of the drinking population for
a certain quantity and qnality of liquor, Government
shonld supply it and no curtailment would be possible.
This frankly and outrageonsly commercial policy on the
part of the Government in a matter vitally affecting the
moral and material well-being of the people is entirely
unacceptuble to, and will be strongly condemned by,
Indian opinion. In view of the fact that the Punjab
and Bombay have also been pursuing a similar policy,
we are inclined to think that most or all the Provineia]
Governments have been acting in concert in this matter
and it caonot but forebode evil for the moral and
material regeneration of India—anless this policy is set
aside under the influence of a strong public opinion.

The All-India Trade Union Congress held its sessions
this year at Delbi under the presidentship of Rai Saheb
Chandrika Prasada. The major part of the presidential
address was devoted, as might bave been expected from
the President's great experience in the subject, to the
grievances of railway employees which have been pro-
minetly brought into relief hy the recent Bengal Nagpar
Railway strike, which happily has now been called off.
Wrongful dismissals, insecurity of employment, ill-treat-

NS Cr

ment, racial discrimination, low wages, insufficient house
sccommeodation, these were some of the canses that goaded
the men to strike. ‘The rough handling of the atrikers,
before enquiring into their grievanoes, created much
public resentment. Nobt more sympathetic is the attitude
of the Government of India towards the lot of the poor,
railway employees. The Assembly has for the third time
carried by a majority Mr. Acharya’s motion for: an
enguiry into the grievances of railway employees in India
generally, but there is no near prospect of the Govern-
meat of India taking any action on it. We are glad that:
the Trade Union Congress called upon Government to

smend the Indian Railways Act by setting up a central

wages board for the settling of disputes concerniny wages

and conditions of service on Railways aud making it

obligatory on the Railways to establish joinbt industrial

- conacils on the lines of the Erglish Railways Act. The

B. N, R. strike has fully demonstrated the need for such
bodies. The Congress also urged upon Government -the
need for taking immediste steps to reach the goal of
prohibition at an early date as the liqpor traffic has con-
siderably affected the general welfure of the working
classes in India. Further the Congress demanded adalt
franchise, an eight-hour day, machinery Yor fixing mini-
mum wages, sickness and weemployment insurance, old
age pensions for widows and orphans, maternity benefits,
and the prohibition of the employment of women in
underground work.—ZIndian Social Raformer. - -
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" RIGHTED -_
B
: (By C. F. A@iiﬁs) " e
R 'SECOND misunderstanding, which

SOME MISUNDERSTANDINGS |

has often been mentioned in India,
A by way of criticism of the. Agree-,
ment, is this. It is said, that the Deputation
from India has accepted the dangerous pre-
cedent of allowing the Indian Question to
be left in the control of the Provinces rather"
than under the Union. A
This is an extraordinary mistake. As-a
matter of fact, the Union Government, all
the way through, endeavours in the Agree- .
ment, to take things as far as possible into
its own hands, and out of the control of the
Provinces. The Agreement, indeed, states
quite correctly that in certain matters the
Union Constitution is such, that it is z"mT
possible for the central authority to interfere. -
But the Union Government promises to go *
as far as it can: beyond that point it cannot ™
promise. I ' -
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For example, in edutation, the -Union

Gbvelnment cabndt take™ Fididan  Education

entirely ;out’ of, Provincial. contfol; but it

can fegulate its own grant Vo the Province

of Natal, and give a bigger suri for ¥ndian
Education if Natal acts properly. It can
aIs_o:f;ivé‘ to such a central Institution as
Fort Hare,—which is in certain respects
under Union direction,—a grant for higher

do this, '
- «The Union Government can also ‘propose
to'the Province of Natal that a Provincial
Commission shall be.. appointed; and the
Provincé is bound to ecarry this out. If'it
did fibk, do 'so, it would be in  danger of
forfeiting its grant. - 1. . .

' 1h the sane way, the Utiiori® Government
cannot interfere with Yocal municipal. affairs,
as far as the bousing of “Indians s Con-
cetited; i But the Unfon has’ control over
Health,and Sanitation. It-can, ‘therefore,
indirectly assist the Indians by instituting
a Health Enquiry, and asking the . Durban
authorities to- ke 'action’ according’ to its
findings.'. Tt calr alsd invite Advisory Com-
mittees ,qf Indlans to help this Enquiry
with their advice, -"This is surely a great
stepforward mlfldiar}affaws in Natal, if
only advantage is"taken of ft. Personally,
I'do ‘fiot regard: either this Education or
this Housing Commission_ as merely so
much ‘political ¢¥e\g»;asjl‘1’. .. On the contrary,
they ar& likefy to pr:oIvF _,rn“.[}é salvation of 'the
Indians in Durban, ‘as a growing and ex-
panding community.,

On one fuither' oimt,——bf 'the greatest:
importante; the ' Umion't Govebrdment : are
now ' taking "Such’ Uliod “dttion *as | will
defifiitely cuttdll phovircial "action. 'This is

JLIS R '
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eyery, Provirice ymiform,, , The new licensing -

laws are not likely to,,.conform, .to. the
* lowest standardy; but,: 1o the . highest. . In
this case, the Transvaal and Natal licensing

[T P

laws aré likelyrte  be. improved, instead of

P EPRE RN

made worse; . ,
‘Thetefore therd' s ‘o feal that the' Union

Gﬁifét‘ﬂmé‘dt"vﬁlljié_a.%}e‘ inore 'in the “Rands
of the Provifices 'Under the new Agreement.
Indeed, we may’ justly hope, that the re-

verse ‘will “happen and that _the ; Union
Government will control the Provinces still
more in the future than in the past.

4yt
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rég: rd'te l‘zsences. The new Licensing
R A T L S 1 Y B PN S e IR R
Consoch:Ianlcl)(q Act ‘V\flf[ .make licences in
: ek B . P v

. The Way of the Patriot

(BY H. 8. L. Porak)

[I have discovered ths follawing ennclusion
of Mr. Poluk's speech in Indin on Seif-Govern-
ment, when he_was there in the eirly days of

the struggle. It is a ureat plessure to save this
fromi oblivion by publishing it in Ivpax

Opmxion—C. F. A]

The way of the patriot is perilous. Religion is

. ] O s . ‘not an easy thing. The true patri-t, the trul
Indian Education, and it has vprdm{SCd te ¢ § p y

religious man is a pioveer seeking the light by

=y which to lead his countrymen to their duty, to
e

their attainment of their national ideal. He has
%o break » new path: he has to blaze a new tmil;
he has to dwell in the lonely wustes; he has to
scale unclimbed peaks, from which to view the
steep ascent jrom the past and yet the stewper
ascent to the future. Apd in the accomplishment
of his task, he will have many bitter failures and
nnaumbered disappointments; for that is the lot
of the ploneer.

In South Aftiea, you have had Fudian passive
resistance martyrs ns well as those who oporessed
them. But Soath Africa has also given a great
woman thinker to the world. She may perhaps be
known to some of you. I refer to Olive Schréiner,
the sister of the High Commissioner of the Union
of South Africa in London. I look forward

" to the day, when India too will have her High

Commissioner in London. Olive Schreiner is
regarded as ome of the greatest women in the
western world, and in her younger years she
wrote 8 wonderful bnok called ‘Dreszms,” in which
she interwove a prove poem called ‘The Story of
the Hunter,’

A hunter wase resting his weary limbs by a
stream one day after following his strenuous pur-
suit, and as he stooped to drin%:. he suw reflected in

. the water a lovely vision of a white bird. He was.

entranced, and sought far aud wide to learn its
name and where it had its abode. Wise men told
him that i was the Bird of Truth, but that none
knew where it dwelt. The Fuater, however, was
determined to die, if necessary, in his quest, and
went to distant lands, catching many beautiful
birds which satisfied his need for the time, but
at length, the promptings of his vision compelled
him to realise that nnne of these, besutiful though
they were, was the Bird of Trath, but only a bird
of Desire, and hs liberated them one by one. For
this men called bim s mad man and drove him into
the wilderness, where he spent muny weary days,
always seeking but never finding, until he beenme
disspirited and dejected, nad temptations thronged
around him in slluring shapes wrging him to re-
turn 0 his fellows and enjoy with them life which
he was wasting by his mad pursuit after she un-
attainabie.

‘Almost he snccumnbed, bot the memery of the
Bird of Trash flashed up-n his mind aad "uplifted
him nnd he put the temptationa from him and fled
still farther into the desolate spaces, still seeking.
Presently he came tp a monntainons country
where the paths were’ few and dangerous, and,
alone, he came to where no longer a path wus to
be found. He climbed a peak and then a higher
range, only to find stilf higher obstacles hefore
him. Steranly anrl doggedly he climbed upwards
hewing his way hardly through the living reck.
He grew old and bent and feeble, so that he eould
carve no more than an inch a day, until the day
canie when he could go no further, aud he sank
down npon the roeky mountain side, with despnir
‘around him and the hand of death upon his heurt |

Iy
i -
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and he wept that lie had given all his life to the
parsuit of an elusive shadow, ke had déniéd hii=
self the deligite and eompanicnship of ment and
now he was dying, alowe, broken, 4 failurs:

His eyes were élosidg in the sleep of dédth whett
he felt an aimost impercepiible weight fall pently
vpon his brease.

Is wis s white feather. Afd hi§ dyilig dars
baird a ¢0ice gay i “You afe ot sloné of an-
friended: Yo hav8 hot been iiSeléfs of 4 Iaﬂufé.
Yot have svught the Bird bf Trath bf-.lve‘ly an
stéadfastly, and_yoi havé dc evﬁd iic‘&)r
your efforts, Pot yot lidve caiv.
offiers 15 tréad aud by thofSe { oW, after
yd’ﬂ Riay chm?ﬁatﬁ yet g‘her and mno ler things,
uj ths stepe that you gve

p vﬁlfsnot now find the Hmi of Truth, bat
]ater a.nd with more efriving: To-day you have
gained a feather from its wing. To-morrow you
will elasp the Bifd iteclf to your breast:” 4
he sank peacefully fo sleep.

That; it _sétme tb me; must be the apitit in
which the life of a counfry must be built up. Only
in 56 Spitil of the pioveef; aniidst suffe&iﬂ
tribdlatioh, ¥ Sell-Uovéiiimert, T H§
miedtiifig, i overflowliy méasuie, 46 be aﬁahiéﬂ
How mahy of Tndbrd phblid fien will becpihé

? How wiady #ill hotd aloft for their
countrymen the t6ich of Trath ?

1 Eave hieatd an siormons amoiht of patriotic
talk OB vifiods platforine ih thig coilntiy, F
cotild wish that Fafiy of the s’p‘eakers %oﬁld #d6pE
a selfdenyiig dtdiugnde dnd vow 10 dfudy débply, ,
eattigstly awd thoroughly, 59 that fheir iofk
might b better doné: One 6f the most stiikih ‘%
cohditiond of Spprenticeship i the Bervimis
I Sordéty; fotiidéd by that gitat-souldd pattiot,
Mr. Gokhale, is that for five years fhié Workets
are bound to silence and stady of the problems to
be faced by them. Even the present E:]ld t,
the Hot, Mr: Sgstri; had t6 vndet o thiy
at the festof his Master. If that ideal of s:lent

and persistent work iit $h6 EBtintry’s cause be
accepted we shall socn have a chain of pionger-
woikers for Self-Goveriisht fiom one end of
India to the ot.her
Mahatma Gmdbi’s Vlsit to China
{ The followmg ihtérview has appeafed in thy
Indian Press coicerming Mahatmeii’s firopobsd
vistt to China—O.F.A:]
“My vis#t to Indis was worth while fof the aa'y
thet } spent with M# Qdndhi; if for dothin
said D¥: Rafis M. Jofieg, Professor of Ph q;ihi
at Haverford Oollega, Pem!iaylva‘iht off ki§ arrival
in Fordéit from the East i miail wésk. ‘
MY w 13:? fotnd the world dimes I left Phifadel:
Jufis Ris besh via Japun and ghiﬁé‘
wheﬁ at the teqdest of the Clhisiese Y
lectitred to Chfistiai afid nOn-Chnsﬁan stu&enis
aliks_ 1f5 ﬁmeé m the chlef céﬁfres .was able
to fa'ke 0 em, ¥,. an mvntanon to
MF. Gandhi fo pay C‘ﬁm mmﬂar Visit next year,
which he hag gladly and I bope that mo
passport difficulties wil mtereie with the proposed
visit, for I believe Mr. Gandhi_ean make # usnique
contribution to the solution of Chinese difficulties
at the present fime.
Prorounp Brizer v Love
K asked him if, after bis révent experience, he
still felt tHat the law of love was the strbngdat
powe?:  He dnswered deltberately that he held the
belief as sftnugly md ever b8 had done dnd that

there was fiot one of his Oppotients towards- whom;

Hefhatbstred Ray mliﬁg uf et Afisd

the first thintits of to We IotRd We wars iﬁmhj

e R o e R ot I

Althous & 1 ) g

MF: Quiidhi 8Boiied iti Gie'ﬂl%ﬁt h‘é‘:.?lt ﬁi Eglun
w fhe

that while there ﬂi be &h
TIidis, Fou havs onl l&ﬁ
siiiface 8 find the mlense y eep ¥ seatod oV
thare ig m oveiyw N
on g% wph the .
gathermgo ;h; ith hig stu entsmAhm&ii— :
e in tha& havs - beeRt
eatabhs acl'b ]pm in vanous parts for. gt
the most smtabla cotton cyops fot _Indis - thre
copstruction of the simple ‘miachinery- -Fof hm’
spinning.  “It Was beartifal to sow Mr- Guaidfil 28
the_ early morning gathering of kis  sthdened ot
which he resds sdmb sitrtd Wriiihpe: He &w
surrounded by echildren to - whom: B¥ ﬁﬂ-’ﬂi"
smilingly as Ko axﬁgams any diffiedlt paekse: " UR
Satuiddye be i intéipreting the Naw Tastameft 18
his stitidnts; arid 1 was 804 Hhat Hdaf sﬁefﬂiam
réad the New Testdmbht 6%8ry day BRo(haT
who took me over the Asram’ ﬁﬁ'&l’ Ahmsdabad,”

was a man who mi havs bben St Francis, of
Asgh. T QuhdRt 1§ B produtay s and

broikattioad liks thif kit 1§ de foa w"ﬁ-&
evéii if li¢ m8y fol be ﬁb‘fe fEf co—g GE
offgcrs ¢ 1 divdérn cﬁr‘ﬂ“ ﬁ‘én ome-spmmng

The Story of MV E}Eﬂél'iﬁ‘iéﬂf§
With Trtith

tm WE Gmbﬂ'ﬂ
o . Pxrr H.:

Cﬁaﬁfef xxi
THE f 3 TAE.

. Baligtnlarant's tage brotghems b fb‘&cb #:t:s
the indortufed Frdigm: - What impelsd 8 ROW:
evar; to Hake@ b deep: Btudy VE thEir W
they canrpaign  for brﬁxglr!g ﬁwlﬁ' ﬂﬁae! W :
houvy totdtion. it

I thdt year; 18943; ihv Ndfal beéﬁﬂ!!m l'tﬂ(é'mr
to impode ait amital tix of £35 8% the Thdehhtsa:
Indigns, The propusil sdstonishsd tis, - P"iﬂ tHé -
mahﬁérbeforethv(}ondréasfdf&séusﬁbﬁ it Wl -
imiedistely reeblved tb drkaniw tha ﬁﬁaﬁal‘?
opposition:- - Al :

A% the outset, Imdst mtam bria‘ﬂy ﬁw geﬂeﬁs

of the fax: !
' GBNEBis UF 'i'm! Tlx- ST

About the yesr 1360 the . Eumpsaﬂl in Natal
finding that there was considerable acopm, for sugﬂ?—
cane cultivation; felt themselves in nedd:iof lﬂbonf- '
Without extra 1abour the cultx tion of cane and: the ..
manufacture of sugar were impogsible, an@ the .
Natal Zulug were not suited to this form of, work;. |
The Natal Governinent therefore sorresponded with-..,
the Indian Govemzpm and secnrdd;, . theif ., per-, .:
migion to recrmit Indian labour. These_ recrnits
were to sign an indentaré. to labour W Natak. for ..
five years and at the end of thg term: they. wers to :
be at liberty to pettle there and- to,bhave. full, fights.
of owmnership of land, . These were the. Midotements .,
held out to them, for the Whites then, had- loked .,
forward to_improving - their agriculture by .the im
dustry of the: Indian labourers after the terne of -
their indentures had expired, , . .

But the Indians gave more then hpd been» expegteé
of them. 'Ihey grew lirge quantities of vegetables. ..
They mt.roduced anumber of Indian varieties and
made it possible to grow 1 the loeal: varieties pheapers
They salso mt.rodnced the mango., : Nor did théir -
enterprise stop at uzrionltum They entered trades

it T:

T

‘_4
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They purchased land for building end many raised
themselves from the statas of labourers to that of
ownere of land and houses. Merchants from India
followed them and settled there for trade. The late
Seth Abubaker Amod was the first among them. He
goon built up an extensive business.

The white traders were alarmed. When they first
welcomed the Indian labourers they had not
reckoned with their businees skill. They might be
tolerated as independent agricmlturists, but their
competition in trade could not be brooked.

-Phia sowed the seed of antagonism to Indians.
Many other factors coutributed to its growth. Our
different ways of living, our simplicity, our con-
tentment with small gains, our indifference to the
laws of hygiene and ganitation, our slowness in
keeping our surroundings clean and tidy, and our
stinginess in keeping our houses in good repair,
—all these combined with the difference in religion,
contributed to the fan the flame of antagonism.
Through legislation this antagonism found its ex-
preesion in the Disfranchising Bill and the Bill to
impose a tax on the indentured Indians. Indepen-
dent of legislation a number of pin-pricks had
already been started. ‘

T PIN-PRICKS _

'"The first suggeation was that the Indian labourers
should be forcibly reratriated, so that the term of
their indentares might expire in India. Thé Gov-
ernment of India was not likely to accept the
suggestion. - Another proposal was therefore made
to the effect that: - ' o :

1. The indentured labourer should return to India
on the expiry of his indenture; .

2. He shonld sign a fresh indentare every tw
years, an increment being given at each renewal;

¢ 3. In the case of his refusal to return to India or
rer:éa;vs the indenture he ghould pay an annual tax
of . et

A Deputation composed of Sir Henry Binns and
Mr. Mason was sent to India to get the proposal
approved by the Government there. The Viceroy
at that time was Lord Elgin. He disapproved of
the £25 tax, but agreed to a poll tax of £3, I
thought then, as I do even now, that this was a
gerious neglect of duty on the part of the Viceroy.
In giving his approval he had in no way thought of
the interests of India. It was no part of his duty
thus to accommodate the Natal Europeans. In the
course of three or four years an indentured labourer
with his wife and each male child over 16, and

female child over 13 came under the impost. To .

levy. a yearly .tax of £12 from a family of four
—hushand, wife and two children—when the
average income of the. husband was never more

than 14 shillings a month was atrocious and un- .

known anywhere else in the world.
¥+ RESULST OF STRUGGLE

‘We organised a fierce campaign against this tax.
If the Natal Indian Congress had remained silenton
the subject, the Viceroy might hav approved of even
the £25 tax, The reduction from £25 to £3 was very
likely due solely to the Congress agitation. But I
may be mistaken in thinking so. It may be pessible
that the Indian Government had disapproved of the
£25 tax from the beginning and reduced it to £3
irrespective of the opposition from the Congress.
In any case it was a breach of trust on the part of
the Indian Government. ' As trustee of the welfarre
of India the Viceroy onght never to have approved
of this inhuman tax, - - * )

The -Congress could not regard it as any great
achievement to have succeeded in ‘getting the tax
rednced from £25 to £3. The regret was still there
that it had not completely safegnarded the interests
of the indentured Indians. It ever remained its
determination to'get the tax remitted, but it <was
tweny years hefore the determination was realised.
And when it waa realised, it came as a reault of the

ORI 4 L St et
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labours of not only the Natal Indians but of all the
Indians in South Africa. The breach of faith with
the late Mr. Gokhale became the occasion of the
final campaign, in which the indentured Indians
took their fall share, some of them losing their lives
a8 a reanlt of the firing that was resorted to, and
over ten thousand suffering imprisonment.

Bat truth trinmphed in the end. The aufferings
of the Indians were the expreasion of that truth.
But it would not have triumphed except for un-
flinching faith, great patience and incessant effort,
Had the community given up the stroggle, had the
Congress abandoned the campaign and submitted tn
the tax as inevitable, the hated impost would have
continued to be levied from the indentored Indians
antil this day, to the eternal shame of the Indians
in South Africa and of the whole of India,

“You are the keys to Freedom”

Sarojini Naidu’s Appeal to Students

To the students at Delhi, Mrs. Sarojini Nuaidu
delivered an address. She said, though she had
grown older in age, yet her spirit was as young
as ever. She exhorted every young man to shake
off lethargy and to be up aud doing. Her message
was “Let the dead past bury its dead.” -

Concluding, Mrs. Naidn said :—*“You, young
men; you are keys to heaven; you are the kays to
freedom. Come! Come, you young men! Un-
lnck the door of slavery and break off the chains
that bind Mother India to-day. Come! I will
work with you untiringly! Let us throw off the
yoke of slavery and release our Mother from the

tyranny of those who are smarting under the yoke
of Imperialism.”

The Proposed Segregation In
Mombasa

(A MesoraNpuy PREPARED BY THE Youso Men's
‘ UxioN, MOMEASA)

It seems the Local Government with the comsent of
the Colonial Office is determined to revive segregation in
Mombaga Township and the Indians of Kenya in general
and of Mombasa in particalar must fight against the
introduction of segregation before it is too late. Every
Indian must realise the importance of this question and
must finally ooderstand whbat harm the contemplated
segregation will do to the Indian intereats in this
Colony. With a view to explaining the present position ag
regards the proposed sule of residential plota restricting
the sala to Buropeans only, the following fncts are given.

It is contemplated by the Government to reserve the
area bonnded by Salim Rond, South Railway Line,
Tritton Road and Golf course measaring ubous 160 acres
for the Buropean residence only. Owing to the policy
of segregation contemplated to be followed by the
Government before 1923, a few plots were sold by the
(Government in the said area in 1918 allowing any per-
gon withont distinotion of race or colour to buy the plots,
bat with a condition that no Indisn conld reside or stay
in the houses erected thercon except as domestic servunte.
Later, in 1916 and 1918, s few more plots were sold
restricting the sales to Earopeans only, The total ares
alienated thereby is approximately 30 acrea,

It mast be borne in mind, that, ot the time of oll the
said sales, the Indian community atrongly resented tho
unjust and arbitrary resrictions pat on sales-and carried
on their fight agaiost the invidious policy till July 1923,
when the Imperial Government published the White
Paper. While doing injustice to Iudians on all the othar
points at iseue it definitely abundoned segregation



April 22nd, 1927

INDIAN OPINION

-

7_1!5

in townships without any qualification. It was then

considered by all competent persons, that non segregation
in townships was the only point decided with equity and
justice. The following i8 the lext of non-segregation
clanse from the White Paper of July 1923 :—

“The next matter for consideration is the segregation
of FEurtopean and Non-Europesn races. Following
upon Prof. Simpeon’s report the policy of segregation
was adopted in principle and it was proposed by Lord

grounds. In so far as commercial pegregation i8 con-

LS

Milner to retain this policy both on sauvitary and social ™

cerned it has already been generally agreed that this -

shoald be discontinued but with regard to residential
segreration matters have been in saspense for some time
and all eales of township plots bave been held ap pending
s final decision on the question of principle involved. It
is now the view of competent medical anthorities that as
a sanitation measore the segregation of Furopeans and
Asiatics is not absolutely essential to the preservation ot
the bealth of the commnnity; a rig.d enforcement of

sanitary, police and building regulations withont any

racial discrimination by Colonial and Municipal aunthori-
tiea will suffice. It may well prove in practice that
different, races will by patoral affinity keep together in
separate quarters but to affect such separation by legis-
lative enactments except on strongest sanitary gronnds
would pot in the opinion of Hiz Majesty’s Government
be justifiable. They have therefore decided that the
policy of segregation between Enropeans and Asiatics in
Townships must be abandoned.”

The Indians of Mombasa were surprised and dis-
illngioped for the fimt time in April 1926, when the
Government expressed its intention that the eale of 21
residential plots in Cliffe Avenue recommended by the
District Committee shall be restricted to Enropeans only.
It was generally felt then that the deliberate breach of
non-regregation policy was initiated to satisfy the
demands of the local European community. :

At the sugpestion of the Indian members on the
District Committee, the Committee agreed not to pro-
ceed with the sales before three months in order to allow
the community time to represent their case in proper
quarters,

On 15th May, 1926, a joit deputation of Indians
snd Arzbs waited upon His Excellency Sir Edward
Grigg who was then in Mombass snd sobmitted a
memorandnm representing to him how the proposed male
of plots was nnjust, illepul and ageinst the White Paper
and requested His Excellency to do justice by abandon-
ing the unjost restrictions upon sales. In reply to the
depotation His Excellency expressed an opinion that the
case of the sigpatories was strong, bot refused to diacuse
the legal aspect of the subject.  His Excellency was very
sympathetic to the case of the signatories of the
memorapdam. To explain why the restrictions on the
sales were imposed he read the following extract from
the letter of the Commissioner of Lands, Nairobi, to
the land Officer, Mombasa:—“The Secre tary of State
for tae Colonies has now agreed that the sale of
plots in the area boonded by Cliffe Avenue and Salim
Road czprot legally be unrestricted, but mmnst be con-
fined to Europeans only,” and stated that the proposed
restrictions were due to the lecal decision of the
of Suate for the Colomies. His Exceliency promired to
sapply gist of correspondence passed between the Govern-
ment and the Colonial Office and extend time of sales in
order to allow sizoatories to put their case before the
Coloniol Office and he also promised to represent the
views of the signatories to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

Not only the gist of this correspondence was never
gopphed, but the Colonial Secretary never guve informa-
tion to the Secretary of the Indian Association in spite
of varions requests. In sbhort, no definite ground, on
which the restrictions were based, was ever disclosed by
the Froceal Goveroweot to the
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Communities failed to understand what grlnnds' they
shonld meet by putting forward a further Memorandum.
Bat it could be safely presumed, from the extract of the
letter of the Commissioner of Lands, and particularly
the words “has now agreed,” that the of
State for the Colonies has sanctioned restrictions after
more than once representations were made by the "Local
Government to the Colonial Office and sanction was

. asked for.

Though the Local Government has not disclosed the
reasons why the anjust policy is proposed to be followed,
it can be aacertained from the following extract from the
" veply of the Secretary of State for the Colonies given to

Col, J. Wedgwood on the 10th June 1926, .that :the

restrictive covenants entered into with previous land- -

holders are the only grounds given on which the present
policy is based. The following is the reply =—“1 have
been asked to reply. The information in possession of
my Rt. Hon. friend the of Btate for the

Colonies does not enable him to identify the particular

plots referred to in the question but the facta are very
probably as stated. It should be bome in.mind that
the transition from the policy of ssgregation to one of
non-segregation involved some - di and. it was
pointed oat by the Government concerned that in certain
casesd the Jand was lezally subject to restrictive covenants
entered into under the former system.-.After careful
congideration it was decided that where i was not
possible to waive snch covenants withont incurring legal
proceeding entailling the. probability of .an injunction
against the Government it would be neceseary to retain
the restrictions, The sales mentioned 'Sy the hon.
member no doubt fall within this category. » ~ <%

Bt any one who would care to read the leases made
between the Government and the previous landholders
and registered in Mombasa registry will find that no
restrictive covenants are i as regards unsold

- adjoining plots. Thoee leases only contained, covenanta
that the leased premisea cannot be transferred to nof can °
be used by Noa-Europeans but do not containm one “word
about adjoining nnsold plots., . ., .5 a %

It is interesting to kmow that certain Japanese tenanta
were occupying one building in the eaid area, gince 19245 -
and the Government has now given notice: to- the land~
lord asking him to eject his Japanese tensota from the
premises otherwise proceedings for forfeiture of -the lease
will be taken by the Governmeui‘;against the landiord.
It i8 also remarkable that the- application by the~ Japan:
Cetton Trading Company Lid., s well-known Japanese
firm to purchase a house in that area has been refused by
:I::iGavemmentonthegronnds of racial discrimination
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From the Minutes of the District. Commitiee of
February, 1927, it could be seen that the Governmenf
bas pow definitely decided to enforce -the  restrictive
covenants in the old leases and also to restrict the future
gales in that area to Europeans only. “It should be noted
that even now no ground for adoption of such policy~has,
been dinclosed and the Government even does mot carg
to define the area within which such restrictions will be
exiended. T

It must be borne in mind that- the said - dred is €he
Liealthiest part of Mombesa Township., It should also.:
be understood that under the proposed policy non-British’
Europears incloding ex-enemy aliens and others’ will be*
g\;gn preference mretlt-l British Indian snbjects of His,.

jesty as regards the unigition of ‘in a
Britigh Crown Colony. o propefty :
_ The Indian community must oppose the* sale with all
ifs strength and must move the Government of India to.
take up its cause, - It is not too late yet. The danger
must be me in its inception otherwise it will be" too -
strong to fight at a later date. It is hoped that this,
short memorandum of facts will awaken the community

to the danger ahead and will move the supporters of the”
Indian commuopity in India end in Bogland ’ and the-
ﬂmmq! W yitiey tnmeBiig fcwant) agtiong



