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“A MARVELLOUS PERFORMANCE”

7 MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU ON THE INDIAN AGREEMENT

OO0 7T is a memarable and indeed a marvellous
performance.” In these words, Mrs.
Sarojini Naidu hailed the South African
Indian Agreement.

Mrs. Naidu, President of the South African
Indian Congress aud ex-President of the Indian
National Congress, was interviewed by the Asso-
ciated Press on the results of the Habibullah
Deputation and expressed herself in the following
terms:~—“I have given time and anxious study to the
terms of the South African Settlement. I am
gratified to find that it endorses some of the con-
clusions I had reached and confirms some of the

- remedies I had suggested when in the spring of
1924 T pleaded with the Ministers and leaders of
South Africa for a Round Table Conference which
has now been so happily achieved. I rejoice in
the complete withdrawal of the Class Areas Bill,
which would have ensured the speedy economic
and social doom of our compatriots overseas. I
rejoice also in the undoubted benefits zuaranteed
to them in the more equitable conditions of trade
and employment, more favourable opportunities of
educational and social reform, as well as in their
right to retain their colonial domicile through s
definite period of voluntary and experimental
sojourn in India.

LIVELIEST APPREHENSIONS

I canaot however disguise from myself the
liveliest apprehensions in regard to other provi-
sions of the Agreement, notably the scheme that
tends to encourage emigration to other parts of the
Empire, aod in the unfettered liberty of execative
action afforded to provincial Governments in their
dealings with the Indian community without
reference to any central authority. I foresee, in
the implications of those provisions, the possibility
of yet further detriment and humiliation to Indian
interest and Indian sentiment, unless both are
resolutely safeguarded with the most gealous and
vigilant loyalty. T earnestly deprecate the wuse
of the invidious phrase “Western standard of life.”
A definition, less provacative and less ambiguous,
could well have been utilised to connote the
desirability of a similar grade, though by no means
of an identical formula, of decent and decorons
standards of life, which I have always so strongly
advocated and emphasised as necessary for the
creation and maintenance of a high common ideal
of colonial progress and civilisation.

Provisionar CoMPROMISE :

Nevertheless, despite the inherent defects and
insidious dangers of the Settlement, which Mahatma
Gandhi has so lacidly analysed, I commend it as
an adequate provisional compromise withott pre-
judice to the more vital and far-reaching principles
which await a fuller interpretation and wider
application on behalf of our mnationals in South
Afica. ‘

With my intimate knowledge of exceptionally
difficult circumstances in which this agree-
ment was arrived at I conmsider it a me- -
morable and indeed a marvellous performancs,
which is in itself an eloquent tribute alike
to the courageous and °patriotic labours of -
the Indian Delegation and to the fair-minded and
reasonable statesmanship of the South African
Government. I accept it as an initial and urgent
messuare of amelioration of the intolerable condi-
tions of distress and inter-racial conflict, which,
if unchecked,’ would soon be fraught with the
most tragic consequences.

BmrHRIGHT OF INDIAN NatroNaLs = -

I welcome it also as a symbol of the saner and
sweeter atmosphere of goodwill and matual recog-
nition of the Indian rights, in which it will be
possible to inaugurate larger and beneficent, social,
economicand legislative adjustments, which I hold
tobe an essential state in the realisation of that equal
and inalienable aivic and political status, which is
as much the birthright of Indian Nationals as of any
other settled population of South Africa, whatever
the race, colour, or creed. I eagerly anticipate the
day when in co-operation and comradeship “with
their fellow citizens the Indian colonials will be in
a position to make a rich and splendid original
contribution to the creative history of their beautifn 1
adopted Mother Country. But the fulfiiment of thag
ultimate hope as well as the immediate success. of

the newexperiment, on which the Governments of

India and the Union of SBouth Africa are about to
embark, will be determined chiefly by the per-’
sonality, talent, foresight, and imaginative sym.
pathy of the intermediary to whom will be en-
trusted the delicate and difficult mission of foster-
ing inter-racial amiti 8 and promoting international :
friendship between India and South Africa. I
trust that the Indian Government, which committed
a serious indiscretion in ratifying a document of
such grave importance and significance without
previous counsel or consent of the Central Legis-
latare, will now have the giace and the wisdom to
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HERE b6 déitatn’ vbty serions "cmioismé d
the Indian Agreement, which the South
African Ind:an Con 0ss has pointed out.

But i‘.hg;e ard criticlsms’. which ' lave cons'tant]y
.:ppeared in'thio Press, in Tufhé’ hot really due to
the Agrégment’ 1tself it doly t6 a misunder-
sf.andl y of 1 xt.s méanin These shoulcl be at once
(.l ared u}) hope toiﬁo ﬂllB week by week..
i One., to whluh, $a.r93m}| Dew ml;'grs may. e
corrected in the present issus. There is mot the
glighteat wish 9n the part of the Unpion Govammea.c

pen up a.aawpq immigration, to. Fiji qr British
3,‘ iapa.,; 1 have this on the strictest authority.
That palzt,, therqf.qre, of .the c;'mclsm from: India
shouid be corrected without any . delay. No. ono
also will be asked, of. lnvmetl to go.direct either
to.Ceylon or Malayn;, If they wish, to.go there
after havipy resided in, India, they will not be
prevented from doing ¢, ..0r provented from, re-
turning to, Sputh, Africa from those pla.ces, before
the three years are: over., This agmn is . authon-
tauve, I [ e i

Why then, it may be asked were the ‘words
‘or other cduntry inserted ? ' The Department of
the Tnterior has, asaured tnd, that they ‘were ori-
gma.ﬂy mselited to deal Bg)eclally wﬂ;h Mauritian-

born, Indmnql \'{pq ynshed to return and m}ce théir
hopus to, Mauritiua,. .There was no. provisiop for

doing 1this;--under. : the Lndmn Rellef Aot and‘

thereiore it-was a hardship. - i

"Onig deﬁh’iﬁe ai‘n& goletih obligat:oh"entei-ed into
th.h t.he incimn Governmerft mu.s* set our minds
at, reet on tﬁns ];Jn;nf.. | Anno case will a any Indian
be, asqwted tq any: chpr Gou;nbry mt}wyt the consent
of the Indigm Gopernment. . . :

The Indian:Government: has . rta own. St.andmg-

Comniites of the Legislature to.doal with : Tmigra-
tions This 'Stdnding’ Committee would - finully

eclde sncli 4 subjact. ’
aré 8 mngonty of ‘aoﬁ 6iﬁcml l‘ep\'eaeﬂtatwes of the
Indihn" Eeople

vy e

At present, T éu,u only remember two nnmes,

— M. N.M. Joshi, apd My G- A, Natessp,—but,.
those $wo, names ought to satisfy anyone in South

Africa, that the: Indiun Government,: throngh ita
Emigration: bmhtllng Cummitiea, witl’ be vory
careful indeed before they allow any new country

to Bo opened foi' such’ Indlun aaamted omlgral.lon

fro:h Nat..ﬂ 4 v ,
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" On'that Committoe, " thers

Notes and News

Ii are plensed to inform our readnrs that
" Mr. and Mrs. Manilal M. Gandhi will

arrivo in Durban on Wednesday the 20th
April per 8.5. Khandalla,

" A Pross message from Ahmedabad dated 10th olt,
atates that Sm. Sushila Devi, the new danghter-in-law of

Mahatma Gaondbi; srrived Uere em the §th March im-

maediately after her weddiaz at dkeln There was no
pomp at the wedding, which was celebrated at Akola,

3 ﬂpl,socml customa .were eschewed, the marriage ceremony

ing confided solely to re]uzlous rites. Only friends
were invited to the wedding and the bride and bridegroom
were in their nortal dress which was of Khaddar.
Simple and inapiring were the prevcnta which ahe received
from Mahatma Gaadbi, a Gita, a book of Ashram prayers,
u takli and two beantiful rosaries of yarn spun by himself,
8j. Munilal Gandhi, son of Mahatma Gandhi, uc-
dompabied by Sm. Sushila Devi Gandhi leaves Abmedabnd
on the 14th {nstunt for Bombay. After a fow days stay
there, they will loave for Akola. They will stay there
for anme days and retarn to Bombav from where Sj.
Mamlal Gandbi will sail for South Africa on the 30t
mst.ant accompanied by his wife.

In a communication addressed to the Department
of Commerce, Government of India, the Indisn
Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, has expressed ita
painful sarpries and deep dissppointment at the
dttitnde of the Government of India in not taking
any action up to now to carry out the main recom-
mendation of the Indian Mercantile Marine Com-
mittes, namely, the reservation of the coasting trade
of India to Indian shipping for which therc has
been a universal national demand in this conntry,
Although more than three years have elapsed
gince the Committee reported, the Government,
has not taken any action on a question which
wlsally affects the aconomic interests of India,
and in view of the reply which Earl Winterton gave
in the House of Comnmons the other day stating that
the Government of India i8 opposed to this recom-
mendation of the Committee, the Government owes
it to itself to isste & statement as to whetheir it pro-
poses to take any steps or not in the matter. The
Chamber, while welooming the proposed training
ship at Karachi for training deck offlcers, urges
upon the Govérnment of India to give logislative
offect to the recommendations of the Mercantile
Marine Committee making it obligatory on the
ships plying on the coast not only to accept, for
training, Indians as apprentices from the training
ship but to employ those cadots who pass out of the
training ship and obtain the necessary certificate of
competeney as officers to the extent of at least 50
per oont. of tho total number of officers employed by
thoose ships. Dtherwiso, as the Chamber points oat,
it is doubtful whether the object for which the
training ship is to be establivhed will over be
achioved. Tho Chamber also draws tha attention of
the Governmeont to the neod for the prowsmn'of
fucilities for the training of Indiana as Marine
Lngineers,

m‘ ——irieuitl.

-"Phe annual report of "the Chief Inspecior of
Mines on the working of the Indisn Mines Aot
during 1925, which was recently published, shows
that, daring 'the year, the daily averaga number of
Pel'ﬂuus employed in the Miges was 233,857, a de-

0 of 4,360 persons a8 compared with the pre-
ing year. OFf thess persons 169,504 worked
underground and 81,303 on the surface, 165479
were adnlt males, 84,243 adnlt females, and 4 135
children. The nnmnber of persons employed in (.onl
mines was 173,140, or 13,948 lesé than the number
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employed in 1924, In the coal mines 39,618 women
worked upderground acd 18,913 on the surface, the
gorresponding figures for 1924 being 41,616, and
21,994. The public have been agitating for the
complete prevention of woman labour underground
ag it is fraught with the greatest danger to the health
and safety of women. Bgt the Government have
done almost next to nothing in the matter. The iiach
that such a large nuomber of women are working
undergronnd certainly does not redound to the
credit of a civilised administration. Daring the
year there were 200 fatal accidents, involving the
loss of 233 lives. It is satisfactory to note thaf
.the death rate. from accidents during the year
was 92 per 100,000 persons employed, which is the
lowest rate recorded for many years, Increased
attention is said to be given by owners of mines to
welfare work and “safety first” propaganda. amongst
the labour force, and several large groups of
collieries in the Jharia coalfield have taken steps for
guiding and advising the resident labour on health
matters. .

Indisn Licencés

Seven Councillors do not Attend Meeting

Last Thoraday afternoon the Mariteburg City. Conneily.
sitting as a Licensing Appeal Board, on. the motion of
Mr. G. 0. Jolliffe, seconded by. Mr.. T. C., Linscott,, ra-.
versed the decision, of the Licensing Officer, Mr.. Phily
Stride, and granted, cobblers’ licences to two. Indiaps. At,
a former meeting of the Council a.licence was granted to,
an Indian in respect of a second-hund, clothes shop, and.
the Lipensiug. Officer’s decigion reversed. Oan . that
oocasion. Mr. J, & Clark and Mr, H. M. Doall; left tha.
meeting, and broke the quorum, spd the Conncil wag
not in a position. to deal w.th appeals. by two, Indian,
cohblers, These appeals came up yesterday. The Mayor
presided, .

There were present Messra. 0. C. Jolliffe, J. 8. Glark,
H. Brown, J. H. Sutherland, A. H, Croas, H, M, Doull,
A. E. Harwin aud T. C. Linscott, .

Deyaram Kara, Indian cobbler, sought a licezce in
respect, to premises at 5, Railway Street,

In his appeal, Mr, J. D. Stalker, who. represented the
applicant, pointed out: that no ohjection had, been lodged:
againgt Kara's application for a cobbler's. licence; - the
premises were suitable, ayd business had been carried. on
for 21 years there without objection; there was, no other
trade or occupation from which Kara conld; make a,
livig, apd Kara bad a vested right in the premises, in-
view of ihe time he bad heen carrying on the husiness,

The Licensing Officer refused the licence on, the,
grounds that the locality of the premisea was not ons.in
which it was desirable that cobbling should be carried op.,
He also said that the Conncil bad. upheld  decigions,
refoging to grant, cobblery’, hairdressers’ and clothing
repairing shop licences for premises in the upper and
central partions of the City. .

Mr. Stalker said the same reasons applied to Pema,
Mitha, who had carried on busivess for 80 years, and who .
applied for a cobbler'’s licence for 141, West Street,
“Don’t,” he urged, “take the business. away from these,

applicants , who know no other trade, They have dane.

work for Earopeans and their work must be satisfactory,”

Mr. J. H, Sotherland asked what Pema Mithas,

was?

Pema Mitha said he was nearly 60. He worked near
the Mohammedan, Mosque. '

Mr. J. 8. Clark : Are the applicants aware that there
are free passages to India for immigrants.who have diffi-
in carryiog op their occupation here?

The Conncil went into Commitice,

After nearly 45 minutes’ discussion, the doors were
again openad,

On the motion to grant, the lioenoeg thoum. favuw:;

were; The Mayor (Ma..J. Hardy) and Messes Joliffel
Cross; Harwin and Linscolt,,; ., - "o, et s

Againsb: Messrs, Clark, Brown, Daull and Sutharland.

Mr. A, E. Harwin wished the Conacil to- plpee,ontecand
its protest againsh cextain members who consisiently .and
apparently purposcly. abstaiued, from atfending, licenes
sppeal meetings, They should meke if; their business to
attend the lqeetinm T R T R et

‘The Town Clerk said, there was alse aﬁg& important
consideration: Qut of 16 Councillors, vote. of five.
members had %nm.md licences.”” He considered the wholp
Council ' should be present fo’ deal, with licending
matters.—Natal Witness, - ' L
[ This: questiosi wilk be dealt with editorially in ‘omr' nexf,
weel’s irmne, Fd. K O.] o ""‘,"""".‘I '_":’
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The Southy African. Agreement '
(By B, A NATESAN) .
; A R L :

Sir Muhauad: Habibullal. aid, hibi oolleagues on
the Indian deputation, to South Africs. dessxva, the
gﬁatihude of the publie for bringipg ahout. a. satiss

ctory agreement, on,_a, question, whigh, wag. till,
lately the despait of all : and . we. have np, danbt;
that the bulk of oux, cauntrymen. . in. Sonth,, Africs,
will welcome the sattlement with 3. sigh, pf; zelief,
I} may be that we hawe not. achieved, all that. wa
wanted, but considering the. past attitnde.of the
Union. Government, the biftarness of the. struggler
and. the desperste remedies which, ouz, countrg:
men bhad sought from. time to' time,. the com
miso arrived, at i ope. which. shonld. sat
reasonable people. T appraising;.the, resulty.,of,
the Delegation’s efforts at, a compromisa. .we, on
not to forget that, even’ the Smuts-Gandhbi. .
ment, the terms of which were settled, in.consuliation,
with Gokhale did not press for_ “the, Fight; of, uny,
restricted’ immigtation,” . The present; armange-
ment has some distinctiye features,,. The dropping;
of the obnoxious Class Areas Resarvation. Bill, the,
Union Government’s recogpition of the Indian
community as an integral- part- of their population
and of their responsihility to provide eduoational
and. ather: fpcilities; to - Tndiang; the prowise.to
alter the law relating to trding licences and sbove
all their request t0,the Government of India to
appoint an Agent “to secure continuous and
effective co-operatiom, between. the. two countries™
are sufficiently indicative .ofy a new spirit of
friendliness and goodwill. If repatriation in some
form had to be accepted it carmot be denied that
the new scheme of:*“sided~ emigration” is an im-
provement in some respects.an.dhe old,. . v 11

But.what is of.even greater. importence,than- they
exact terms.of the agreament. is-the-prospec: of -thes
growing friendship and,. cordiality: betsveen Indias
and South Africa. , Already. we notiea thie:. remarks
able transformation of the atmosphere from one.of?
“remorseless. hostility: to Indians: t5: that: ofi a
generous toleration." W find Dr: Malan speaking:
about-this agreoment in the-Union: Assembly~ prow
clumll]nuf-thatr“the-mo;sti important' feature: off all
was that no sti of rucial' inferiority* was-im’
plied;"” ‘that -theg:;!;eement- kad” been reached *4it
the entire absence of'a spiiit: of bargaining™ ‘and”
“it had'been a wlicle-iearted'settlement.” * A'scords’
ing to him it “indicated’ 8 lasting friendship and”
goodwill between the greaf nations concern 7"

_Oui success in this settloment i5.due to- the.
vigitance withi_ which. the. publi¢ in.. India. bave,,
walchied and helped thi. struggle, of _our, pountrymm
mep in South Africa and, the whole-hearted manner;.
in which the Government;of, India, from, the- timen

of Lord Hardinge has beea identifying, iteelf withy
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the public opinion of the country. Nor can we
forget the political advantage achieved by direct
negotiations ‘between the Govermment of India
and thé Union Government.
1 We have no doubt that the Indian Legislature
will approve of the action of the Government of
India in ratifying the agreement and will feel
teful for the labours of the delegation led by
ir Mobammad Habibullzsh, the Paddison deputa-
tion whick prepared the ground for the Round
Table Conference and above all to that ever-
watchful friend of India, Mr. Andrews. Mghatma
Gandhi’s description of the agreement as an
“honourable compromise” and as “the best that
was possible” ought to serve as an effective
answer t0 any ill-considered or irresponsible
criticism that may be made in refnrd to this very
delicate and difficult question—Indian Review.

. ~A .Changéd Atnidsphere

““Mahatia (landhi never uttered a truer word
thari ‘when he said in his article in Young India
on the South African Apgreement, that the most
important feature of that agreement was the
complete transformation of the atmosphere in
South Africa in regard to the Indian settlers, to
which ‘it bore’ testimony. Further evidence of
this change is afforded by the fine speech made
by Mr. Malan in the South African Assembly in
announcing the terms of the agreement. Every
word in the speech was carefully weighed and
nothing was said that was m the least degree
caleulated to give offence, The keynote of the
South African Government’s present attitude was
struck in one single ‘sentence. “The sgreement,”
said the Minister, “indicated lasting friendship
and goodwill between the two great nations con-
cerned.”  If these words reflect the temper of
the South African people, there is no reason to
despair of the future..—T'ribune.
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‘The Story of My Experiments
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oot With Truath
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w. [ By M. K. Gaxpr1]
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i Chapter XX

T ':-;-»BALABUNDARAM

Heart’s earnest and pure desire is always fulfilled.
In my own experiences, 1 have often seen this ‘rale
being verified. ' ‘Service of the poor has been my
heart’s deeire and it has always thrown me amongst
the poor and enabled me to identify myself with
them....- + .

. Althongh the members of the Natal Indian Con-
grees included the Colonial-born Indians and the

S

clerical class, the unskilled wage-earners,  the in-.

dentured lazbours were still outside its pale, The
Congress was not yet theirs, They were not able to
belong to it by paying its subscription and becoming
its members,: . The Congress could .win their attach-
ment only by serving them. An opportunity offered
itself, when neither the Congress nmor I was really
ready for it., I had put in gcarcely three or four
months’ practice and the Congress also was still in
its infancy, when a Tamil man’ in tattered clothes,
head-gedr in hand, two front teeth broken and his
mouth bleeding,” stood before me' trembling and
weeping. He had been heavily belaboured by his
master. * I learnt all about him from my c¢lerk who
was' 8 Tamilian, . Balasundaram—as. that was the

visitor's name—was serving Lis indentore under g
well-known Euaropean resident of Darban., The
master getting angry with himn had lost self-control
and had beaten Balasundaram severely, breaking
two of his teeth.

Isent him to a Doctor, In those daye only white
doctors were available. I wanted a certificate from
the doctor about the natnre of the injury Balasan-
daram had austained, 1 secured the certificate and
straightway took the injured man to the magistrate
to whom I submitted his affidavit. The magistrate
was indignant when he read it and issued a sum-
mons against the employer.

It was far from my desire to get the employer
punished. I simply wanted Balasundaram to be
released from him. I read the law about indentured
labour. If an ordinary servant loft service without
giving notice, he was liable to be sucd by his master
in a civil conrt. With the indentured labourer the
case was entirely different, He was liable, under
similar circumstances, to ba proceeded against in a
eriminal court and to be imprisoned on conviction.
That is why Sir William Hunter called the indenture
system almost a8 bad as slavery. Like the slave the
indentured labourer was the property of his master.

There were only two ways of relonsing Balasun-

daram : either to get the Protector of Indentured
Labourers to cancel his indenture or transfer him to
some one else; or Lo got Balasundaram's employer- to
release him. I called on the Iatter and saicl to him :
‘I do not want to proceed against you and get you
punished. I think you realise that you hnve severely
beaten the man., I shall be satisfied if you will
tranefer the indenture to some one else,’ ‘To this he
readily agreed. I next saw the Protector. 1le also
agreod, on condition that I found a new employer,
. 80 I went off in search of an employer. Ho had
to be an European, as no Indians could employ in-
dentured labour. At that time I knew very few
Europeans. I met one of them. He vory kindly
agreed to take on- Balasundaram. I gratefully
acknowledged his kindness. The magistrate con-
victed Balasundaram’s employer and recorded that
ho had undertaken to transfer the indenture to some
ono else,

Balasundaram's case reached the ears of every in-
dentured labourer and I came to be regarded as
their friend. I hailed this connection with delight.
A regular stream of indentnred labourers began to
pour into my office and I got the best opportunity
of learning their joys and sorrows,

The echoes of Balasundaram's cnse were heard in’
far-off Madras. Labourers from different parte of
the province who went to Natal on indenture came
to know of this case through their indenturcd
brathren.

There was nothing extra-ordiunary in tho case itself,
but the fact that thero wns rome one in Natal to
espouse their cause and publicly work for them, gave
the indentured labourers a joyful surprise and
inspired them with hope.

I have said that Balasandaram entered my office,
headgear in hand. There wius a pecnliar pathos
about the circnmstance, which also showed our
hamiliation. I have already narrated the incident
when I was asked to take off my turban. A practice
had been forced upon every indentured labouror and
every Indian stranger %o take off his headgear when
visiting a Earopean—whether the headgear were a
cap, a turban or a scarf wrapped round the head.
A salute even with both hands was not sullicient.
Balasundaram thought that he should follow the
practice even with me; this was the first case in my
experience. I felt humiliated and asked him to tie
up his scarf, He did so, not without a certain hesi-
tation, but I could perceive the pleasure on his face.

It has always been a mystery to me how men can
feel themselves honoured - by the humiliation of
their fellow-beings,

;e
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Gandhi and Tagore

The programme a6 Dhalia was heavy, but every thing
was 50 ordered and «oiet that Gandhiji conld address 6
meetings during the day, spinning on bis Charka throogh-
out the speeches! * You will not,” ke smaid, ‘regard me
impertinent if I go on spinning whilst I address yon. I
do #o because of the wonderful stillness here, and heennae
I thing I can best respond to your affection by giving
you an object lesson in the thing I wost believe in. When
Rabindranath Tagore came to cur Ashram some years ago,
I asked bim, after the morning prayers were over, to
sddress a few words to our boss. - He gaid nothing, spoke
pothing by way of apology, but sang one of his sweetest
songs in his sweetert way and was qouiet. That to my
mind was the acme of bis courtesy. He eatisfied us with
the best that his soul could give. I am simply following
bim in torning my wheel before you, which is my
ooly lyre.'—EBombay Chronicle.

Indian Life in Fiji .
(By Xism1 Brsaax Mrrree s “THE MoDERY REVIEW')

The Fiji Islands are sitpated between Anstralis snd
South America—the shortest distance from the Anstraliap
shores to Fiji is about 1,450 miles.  Fiji Groap coataina
two large islande, viz., Viti Levn and Vanua Leva, which
are the most importans oves, and also a few other
smaller Islands. Viti Levo, which is more important
than Vanma Levu is 87 mikes long by 54 broad, con-
taining 4,112 5. miles of sarface. Sava, a sea-port, is
the capisal of the Fiji Group. Fiji is a hilly countzry
with plenty of flat land for coltivation parposes. Vaoua
Lesu, the secoud in size and importance, lies north-esst
of Vit Levn; the shorteat distagee from Viti Levu is 59
miles by sea. The length of Vapna Levn is 114 miles
and the breadth is 20 miles, comprising 2,128 &q. miles.
The patives of Fiji are known as Fijians or Kai Vitics,
who are suppceed to belong to the African Negro race.

Althoogh there is no direct proof as to the origin of
the Fijian race, yet according to Fijian tradition, it is
evident that they came by sea and landed in the islands
a loog time ago. No historical records of the Fijians
are available prior o the arrival of the Furopeans. The
only clue that can be found ss to the origin of this race,
i3 gathered from their pational songs, which show that
they had siled from a distant country in the Far West
agoder the guidance of two chiefs named Latonasomba-
sombe and Ndengei. After iravelling throagh the sea
for a long time by cances, they were at last driven to the
Fiji shores by a big hurricave. Since then they began
to thrive in these islands. They were savages and canni
bals prior to the advent of the Enropeans. Abel Tas-
t:?J:n,at‘:m:nman:i: sailor, discovered the istands in

year 1843.  The next Evropean visitor was Captain
Cook, who passed the islands in the Year 1769 and
touched st Vatoa. In 1759, Capain Blich passed
Gasawa groap and in 1792, he again visited the islanda,
Captain Wilson narrowly escaped from being
of Taveuni coast in the year 1797. There was no
settled government in Fiji before she arrival of
Eoropeans. Each clan had its own chief to whom ;
payed homage. These chiefs were at constant i
one another. In the year 1750, there
powerfal states than the rest, viz, Verata
each of them tried in vai
supreme over the other,
its appearance. Later on,
fal state in Viti Leve.  The
Thakombaa. A fex Earopeans ,
the islands and in the year 1533 e Missionaries

Wesleyan Methndist Cbun:hbegtntomchrisﬁanity
amonzst the Fijiana. A certain Missionary, Mr. Baker,
:::_nkeg_m_d_;-wg_nn b%‘h:hemmm while working
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1854 be embraced Christianity and today the whole
Fijian mace is Chrisiian, o .

However, it is not incended to go inio all these details
of the Fijian mce. Details sre given just to show how
the administration of this country came into the hands
of the British and how Indians were introdoced to thess

To these from both hands he offered to
cede the Inlands to the British. So the then British
Mr, Pri any war for the time

Cousal, Pritchard, prevented

being. In 1860, England eent Colonel Sm to the
Islandsto explore. He made an onfavoarable report the-
Dext year. So the British Government refosed Thakom-
ban’s offer. So at last be made an offer to the United
Mmmdqnﬁb&mdeﬁnmwy was forth—
coming on account country’s being engaged i
civil war at the time. Mesawhile the European popn-
Iation increased in the islands, most of them being en- -
gaged in cotton plantation. These Earopean did
all they could to prevent war in the interest of ir own in-y
dustry- Bus things went trom bad to worse for Thakomban -
—his debts increased to £35,000 and there was so much |
disorder everywhere that in 1873 he made a freeh offer
to Great Brtain for cession of the Gronp. This time,
the Colonies urged on Great Britain the annemtion

|
importation as it wanted to keep its own labourers. All
echemes for the importation of foreign laboar failed mntil *
nmgrmngulwiththeeovunnmtofl-ndia to sapply -

Supreme_(hntlnm-pweter,hefound the greatest of all
constructive needs wns the need of edneation amonget,
the Indians and felt strongly in his beart that only true
education coald give them relief in their sofferings. Bt
‘hengmwhnckmmﬁdpmpathdmbgnﬂe -
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work-came to. the writer during the thred subméqnent
years. During the time he bad the éatisfuction of being
able to bave .a bad homiliating railway law repealed.
Hubad to'do this ab the risk of losing his Govern-
fheht Post, which, howsver, did nob oconr. The law was
thit ona bt Enfopeans should be_eligible to travel in
the et oldé@ dnd that Indians, Iijinns and all other
19064 thust ‘ travél 6 the second class (there being
ohly two elassés).’ This was the author's first important
work'ft ¥iji while i the Governinent service. Since
thn up ¥ the present duy &verbody bas been allowed to
ttavel In the firkt class compartments irvespective of
- In the year 1917, M. Andrews paid a second visit to
Fijis - This ticre he weht to open sdhools fof thé educa-
tion of the Indisn children. -The tooged-for call came
pow éod the writer bad to macrifice his Government post
with its prospects and pension, eto., to keep hid promike
to My Andrewh to take dp educational work as his life-
work: - Two schbels ‘wite started and the suthor teok

of ofre of them sa Headmabter ahd continned

viatd] thive gears nber, when be was' cotpelled b9 resign

for want of fohdn During this Hme e btarted the
“Indian Assodintion bf Fiji"” wad the “indlan Labour
Federatiot of 11ji.”  These otgavisations were the first
of theiP kind and the suthor was the President-fonnder
of both the orjmnisations. He 'got. Qoveromont ' reoog-
nition for both of thein and applied to the New: Zealand
Labour Federatith for affiliation 'With their otganisation;
to which they glwdly consenteds -~ - C

"o Todis Auwcistion” and the Fiji Yadian Laboiir
Faleintion did aptendid work bo better the conditions of
th® ‘Yiidiaa - thera,” The "anthor 'roceived substantial
bl 1t b8 wotk Yor thib” Indiak Awsocintion from man
quitteri==ahd hé wished t6 ‘inéntioit some’ of them with
griititude +* Indish Oveéiseas Asiociation, Eoglind; Lab-
odt Fedetatlod, New  Zealand;' New Zealand Women's
Alsotintioh, Wnd Yomon’s Sorvide Quild, Australin; the

Iparis] Indiah Oitlsenehip Assooiation, Bombmy; snd
magy ohed” ;T T

o (] * o . ' *
From whab has Beén known of Fiji and thé condition
of the Iddiabe prevhiling there up to the présent time,

ong will &t once esk the quesbioky, whether Fiji will réu
maif the bonfe of the emigrted Indiang and- will form
© f ghy- futhYe 'a. purs of Greator Iudia or be wiped
clean of .thy wmigiated Indians &t some foture date

If ¢ in the latter, thére is an end of the'guestion-the
. Inéinm 3

there cat safely be left to thémselves to take care
of their own uffairs tmtil that time arrives. .-But if the
former, then thete is 'somo food for stious thought:
From the author’s own experisnoe he feels st Leart that
Fijt.will never wips out the -Indians and therefore will
remain the home of the smigrated Indians and will form
in the fature b part of Grester Iadia.; He, therefore,
wishés bo disocuss the problem of Fiji as briefly as possible.
The problemn of Fijiare:— - . : . . & Co

(I) It hag an Indian population of asbont 60,000,

moecly ex-itdentured Indian immighants add -shefr ontl-
drep.. Cdnaidering ita elinmatio and: bthur Gondition, it
makes @ #plendid home for the Amdidny, - - -1

gtl}_'ﬂ_:lh%' b Yovdrhment which t derely. an Tnstro-
meblt {4 th6 bk of thd wmipht Gapitalictio onarch
the ©. . R, Ug‘l‘di' ﬁ!Jl i)'m‘cblé&{ porposes. .
{1ty Fhe uative Fijiany being the owners of almost
all sgricultiral,.lands the Governmens canndt provide
lang to, the Indists,. . Leise of land is granted by them
to the Indigns ob payment of heavy bribés—the .Govera-
ment canniot control,the ,situstion. .. Owing to: the diffis
oulty, il provuring snitable lasd for agricnlterdl purposes,
the Indiane are compelled to swallow.the'C, 8, R, Co.s
bait. by accepting lend..from thein at .the cogt of their
fre%o%. The argument, that iis-usoelly made between
the, A B

0, 8, B Oo, aud the Indian terant is nothing but a
litgg_;mp_. ved form, of theicontract that existed in the
indentred days. . B§ Jhig,cobtract :thé Indian _tenaat
binds himelf. to work for the Compsny whenever he i

¢ - NP T 1 B

asked to do so, Hince the abolition of the indentore
system the O, 8. R, Co. bas gradoally pursued this conrse
to meot ita lahour demand and this practice alone has
belped it to preserve its exis.ence, On the other hand,
the Indians that accept land from the Company on such
terms, cannot thrive well, but always remain poor de-
pending on the C. 8. R. Co.’s employment. Thix offer
of land to the Indisns fs 80 nicely and oleverly done in
ita ontward nppearnnce toat it dazzied even our friend
Mr. MacMillan who was seat to Fiji about two years ago
by the Y, M. 0, A, of New Zealand to work amongst the
Indiana there for their upliftment. e was so much
touchéd with the asmithed maghanimity of the 0.8.R Co,
on accouhit of this offer that he apoke 4ud gave publica-
tion to his appreciation of the offer in laudatory terma
and also hdvised ' the Indisns to help in rémoviug
hindranicen to fresls emigration. Thia is an {nstancs to
show how cleverly the C. B, R. Co. does ita business,

(IV) Want of educational facilities—The Government
has provided only one Government School for the Indings,
which was ouly about eight yenrs ago, and it granta aid
to a fow private echools. There are Obristian Mission
Schools where Indian scholars are admitted bnt the
educational sydtem thére as well od in thé Government
Rehool 18 80 defective that a drastic change is vitally
necessary. The need for tmore extended facilitles is so
great that one is inolined to call it the greatest meed of
sll. The education that is given to-day to the Fiji-born
Iodiaa children is fundamentally wrong. The avil effect
of auch education is goite apparont in the present- day
Fiji-born youths, who are considered oven by their
parents as worthless for any useful purposca, These
youths are gaite uofit and unable to help their parenta
in their agricoltural bnsiness; and ab the same time, no
kind of office work is available to them. The present-day
educational mokes corrionlom them anch ereaturea that
they cannot eurn their own livelibood and do not come to
beof any ase to anybody. The Board of Education of the
Fiji Government hus quite overlooked the fact that the
Indian popolation of Fiji is entirely an sgricoltural vom-
monity.  So it committed the grentest blunder in
thinking that the ourriculom for the Earopean Shools
was quite suitable for the Indian Schools 88 well, It
was owing to the controversy regurdiug this queation
between the Lsinisber of Education and tho author, while
acting as Headmaster of Andrews Schoo!, Nadi, that hv
refrained from accepting any grant from the Governmont
for over twelve months when the same was offered to
him at £50 Eer aonum. At last when at the end of
that period, he was allowed to have his own ourrouluin
be aocepted it. ~Of course, this was only s temporary
meaaure aod ib lasted s long as he was in the sohool, It
is very strange iodeed that althomgh the Miniater of
Education admicted that the anthor was right in his
viéws iih respect of this question ond said thet the old
carricilom was drawn up at a time when there was no
queation of Indian education in the Colony snd that he
would see that & suitable curriculum was prepared for
the Indian Schools as soon as opportunity would present
itedlfs sill dothing has Been dobe yet—thodgh a long
period of eight or nite yeath has elapacd sincé then. It
is th miatters like this, that & Hutle effort can achiove
subitantial and favaltable results. It could have been
possible to meke such effort if the Indians were repre.
sented in the Leygislative Conneil or in the Board of
Eduoation, or if there wWere dufficient 'edocated Indiath
leadévi athonizat the ¢ommuhity Who dduld Yrivyg préssure
ob thé Baodrd S thé Govérnmeént. Bat 'unfortunnqels
they do nok exist, It is, therofore, sirongly recommende
that the prevailing system of Indisn education shonld beé
drastically chanjed and fu its plocs, & Moitable surtied-
lont shduld Be prepred providing Hecensuly todhhival
coutid, i1} viow of thie Yach bhise bl Dididiis of Iiji wrd
entirely agricaltirista.” .

(Te be Contiriued)



