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THE DAY OF PRAYER IN INDIA

HE accounts which have now come in from the

Indian papers reveal at ouce the :marvellouns *
success of the Day of Prayer and its nniversal

bservance.
- The following extracts, which are sabjoined be-

low, have been taken from the fndian Social Reformer, -
They show vividly the wonderful way in which the: -

Day of Prayer was kept.

Letters from England bave told the same stery.
The Day was also observed, in East Africa and in
America, by membera of all races and religiona.

AT BoMBAY -

In Bombay, a pablic meeting of the residents of
Matunga, a enburb, was held on the 19th evening to
offer prayers on the South African Day. Swami
Sharvanand of the Ramakrishna Mission who con-
ducted the prayers said that there was no doubt in

the minds of Indians about the justice of the canse -

for which the Sonth African Indians were fighting.
Wherever the canse of justice suffered in the hands
of force, prayer to the Almighty must be taken re-
course 10 as one of the means of redemption. “May

God show His grace to them to change their angle

of vision and give them a better underatanding about
the present situation in Sonth Africa.” The pro-
ceedings terminated after five minutes’ silent prayer
to God to crown the efforts of the Iniian Depuatation
to the Sonth African Roond Table Conference with
1B CCEsS,
AT MADRAS

In response to the call of the National Ohnshan

Conneil, a solemu prayer meeting for the success of ;
the Round Table Conference in South Africa was

held on the 19th at the Y.M.C.A., Madras, the Lord
Bishop of Madras presiding. There was a large
gathering of the public, 2lergymen and ladies, The
Lord Bishop of Madras in the course of a short
speoch, said, that on this day, began one of the moat
momentous Conferences held in the British Empire
and the question was whether they could agree to

live in South Africa or whether it was necessary

that they should say that it wss impoesible. The
whole Empire was watching with eagerness the
regnlt of the Conference. - The world was entangled
in a tremendous race struggle and any wunpleasant
queetion which might arise might set the ‘spark
kindling the whole world into a conflagration, the
consequences of which it would be impoesible to
-foreape. They had to fight firat the thonght that the
world was to be divided on the basis of coleur.
Prayers were then offered for the successful ending
of the Clonference, for a better nnderstanding, firm-
ness and charity on both sides and for the welfare
of Indiane and Sou.b Africans.

Mr. K. T. Paul, General Secretary of the Y.M.C.A.,
addressing the andienoce, read @ letter received from
Mr. O. F. Andrews in the course of which Mr,
Aundrows said : “The sitoation is very grave. In-
deed, there ia a world issue at stake in this quarrel.
They are likely to withdraw the demand for repat-
riation but to insist all the more on segregation and
wo simply cannot give way. - We have had a terrible
small-pox epldemm here and I have had, to spend
most of ray time in the qumnhne treas, looking

" treatment of the Indian.

after the snck and infected. It has been of pecnharly
virulent type and only Indians have been attacked..

. Obvionsly it has made a further ground for segre-

gation but we have done much to resist that attack,
I cannot tell you how tired I am.”

Continuing, M¥. Paul said that the question.should
be viewed from the human standpoint. Bafore
Christ, there was pno white or colonred man, no
Brebman or Pariah. The fortunes of the British
connection with Indis were being tested not only ™
by svents in this country but also by eventa which

' occurred in other parts of the Commonwealth and
the world. It was difficult to say how these events

would affect the solidarity of the British Common-

"wealth. The speaker appealed to the andience that,
_whatever might be the issne, they shounld go forward

constructively in the land. After six years of un-
certainty they were emerging into a period of what

" seemed to be some promise, & period in which

they might build. Lord Irwin's Viceroyalty was
more propitions for them to go forward and help
the country out of the present situation.

Presiding over a prayer meeting, held uander the
auspices of the City Students’ Club, that evening, .
Mr. B. K. Shanmugam Chetty, M.L.A., said that it
was not the occasion for any vehement speeches on
the justice of the cause of Indians in Eouth Afriea.
Their one thought that day should be that repre-
sentatives of India and of the Union of South Africa,
assembled at Capstown, should approach this ques-

. tion on this momentons occasion in a spirit of
.brotherhood and mutual goodwill. The question

was the acid test of the British Empire, on the solu-
tion of which lay the real test of India’s place in
the British Commonwealth. He hoped that the states-
manahlp of the British people which had succeded

- in solvmg many thorny problems wonld not be

wanting in this greatest hour of trial.
AT MANGALORE

Prayers were offered in Mangslore in churches,
temples and mosques for salvation to the suffering

. Indians in South Africa. At the Mangalore Brabmo

Samaj Mr. Gangooly Krishnarao, B.A., L.L.B., con-
ducted service and offered special prayers for the
salvation of Sonth African Indisns. Mr. Panchapa-

. kesha, M.A., L.C.8., was present on the ocoagion.

AT DELBI
The South African Prayer Day was obearved in
Delhi on the 19th instant at a public meeting. Lala
Deputy Nall presided, and several speakers, incuding

" Manlanas Abdul Kalam Azad and Mashomed Alil and -

Pandit Inder, addressed the gathering. Mr. Abdu ]

' Kalam Aszad said that Indians were elaves in thei 3

own country and could bardly help their brethren
overseas, The real remedy existed in closing their
own ranks and winning Swaraj. A free India would
adequately protect her sons sbhroad. Mr. Mahomed

Ali pleaded for more human treatment to the un-

_touchables in India for, he said, till then they could

not very well complain of the white man’s bad
Pandit Inder thonght
that God helped those who helped themselves. The
Sounth African Indians had said that they going te

1
o
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help themselves and needed their moral auppart,

With prayers for the Somth African Indiang by

Manlana Azad, the meeting came to an end,
MABATNAJS MESSAGE AT WARDA

Mahatma Gandhi sent the following message to
the public prayer meeting at Wardha on the 19th
night : “I am glad you are having a prayer meeting
in respect to the appeal of that good soml Mr.
Andrews. The problem in South Africs is the prob-
lem of the removal of untounchability. The work
of the Copferenoe now held in South Africa will
have a far-reaching effec not only on Indiane but
on all Asiatics, Negroes and others. Let us pray to
God that He may inspire the members of the Con-
ferenoe with wisdom, and that justice may be done.”
My. Mahadeo Desal read the message and spoke on
the gitnation in South Africa. Mr. Gangadbar
Deshpande and Mr, €, Rajagopalachari also addreased
the meeting and the Chairman, Mr. Jamanlal Bajaj,
wound up with a solemn prayer in which the
audienoce participated,

Publi¢ meetings were alao held a$ Hyderabad,
Karaehi, Sukkur and other places in Sind to cele-
brate the Prayex Day in a fitting manner.

UNIVERSAL OBSERVANCE

Thesa instances specially gquoted are only examples
of the nniversal obeervance of the Day of Prayer
throughont the whele of India.

Notes and News

HE provisional date for the Annual Conference of

" the South African Indian Conyress will be March'
5th, 6th and 7th at Jobanneshurg, But if there

is any delay in the announcement and also of cables from
India, when consnltation is made copcerning it, there
may still be a necessity to postpone it until March 12¢h,
13&1 and 14th. The actual date of the Confercace must,
this year, entirely depend upon the date of the anuonnce-
ment und the necessary consnltation afterwurds, Roaders
are specially asked to look earefully ab the advertisement
on the front page next week which will give the final

date*

pp—y ———p smp———
Mr. O. F. Andrewe will deliver a lecture on the Poet

Rabindranath TFagore at the M. K. Gardhi Library
on PFriday Feb. 18th at 7-30 p.m.

The Nalal Marcury Capetown correspondent writes aa
1) —
fo B:BMalan'u statement on the Indian agreement is
- expeoted this week, bnt as cables are still being exchanged
with the Government of India regarding a simultaneons
announcement, the date bas not yet been fixed.
P ————T
Poet Rabindranath Tagore, sent the following
gpgil;‘f measagm e on the Scuth African Question at the
i f the Day of Prayer :— i )
mn'z‘elonha" rejgiee‘when the rights of Iudiaus in South
Africa hod full recogoition and sa the cause of the native.
Africans themselves is also helned. , _

Mr. Bhore, Member of the Viceroy’s Council, seot; f.}}e
following mesgage : ** There is, I am sure, no one in this
conntry who does not earnestly hope that the cooversa-
tions which begin to-day in South Africa will lead to a
gettlement accaptable to both parties and to the foundation
of better relations between India and South Africa.

Witness in an article, published in oge af

i Tll::dlivnagm coll:mm entitled “’Fiflsy 8ix Years Old

3lt‘so-dnj!"' congratulates the Rev. C. F. Andrews as
followe : . .
" . F. Andrews all Indians to-day twust join

in w'il,g‘l,{if.gl."hlqm.—bom the stereotyped phrase—* many

T ————————

bappy veturss of the day.” This thonght witt fing an
echoing response in other parta where Mr. Audrews jg
s0 well-known, [In South Africh the pame of M.
Andrews ia koown id practically every [ndinn home ang
his effort in their canse are of a nature which will be
re-called with gratitnde.

Mr. Andrews was born in 1871. He bad u distinguiaheq
career at Combridge from 1890-1396 gaining a doube
first in clusses and theology, and two University prise,
besides eecuring the Crosse University Scholarship ang
the Borney University Essay Prize’in 1595.

He resided ay Pembroke Oollege Mission, Walworth,
S.E., from 1896-1899. He retorned to Pembroke
College as Fellow, Lecturer and Chaplain 1899-1904,

He went on to St. Stephien’s College, Delhi, as Pro.
fessor in English and History. Ife was on the pro.
fearorial staff till 1913, when he resigned to come to
South Africa for the Brst time. It was dering the
passive resistance struggle when he in the company of
the late Mr. W. W. Pearson, oame oub o0 sce for himself
the conditicns of the Indian indentured labonorers in this °
country, From this period began his active labour ju the
interests of Indian immigraats in whatever part of the -
world they happen to be, It was here that be frst met
Mr. Gandbi, and that meeting lnid the foundaton of a
desp and mbiding love which exisie between these two
“ Jovers of humenity.”

After his visit to South Africa in 1918, Mr. Andrews
wegt. out to Fiji to enquire into the labour conditions
there. In 191G, he accompanied Rubindranuth Tagore,
the Indian poet, to China and Japan. He visited Fiji,
Aunstralin and New Zealand in 1917, and afterwards
Malays and Ceylon. In the followivg year he again came
out to East and South Africe. 1921-22 saw bim back
at East Africa. In 1924 he again visited the Far Easc
in conpany with the poet and speut some time in Mulaya
and Burma, studying the labour problem. Mr. Andrews
re-visited South Africa for the third time in 1925-28
and agaig last year and be is still with na this year.

When in India, since 1913, Mr. Andrews has stsyed
at Santinjketan where bhe has been teuching aoder
Rabivdragath Togore, the Indian poet.

The above is a bare recital of the chief facts of Mz,
Andrews' activities on behalf of the Indians——without
any embellishment—and yet how eloquent they are!

. He has earoed his place among those wha are rightly

called the friends of Iodia.,”—Nolal Witness.

e ——

. The following acconnt of the Poet's return to Calcutta
i8 taken from ‘Forward’. Iu another issue we hope
to give in full an important communication by him on
the condition of Eunrope to-day :—

“Rabindranath Tagare. on his retarn to Calcutta on
Monday morning by the Madras Mail at 10-58 a.m.
after his spjourn in ftaly, Switzerland, Eugiand,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Czeko-slovakia,
Austria and Hungary, had a warm reception at Howruh
station by his friends aud admirers. On alighting from
the train he was garlanded wmidss shouts of *Bande-
matiram™ and “Rabindranath-Ki-Jai,”

With considerable difficulty, way was made for the
puet to procead to his car, where be was welcomed by a
reprezentative and distinguished msserably incloding
Srimati Sarojini Naidu, S$j. J. M. Sen-Gupta and Mrs,
STen-Gnntu, Dr. D. M. Bose aud Mrs. Bose, Dr. Kalidas
Nag, Dr. P, N. Bannerjee, Messrs. RE. Chutterjee,
P. K. Chakravati, Latit Mohan Das,  Ahindra
Chowdbary, 8. K. Das, Amal Hone and a large hamber
of students and literary men of Calcuatts, Rubindranath
Tagore, whn looked very cheerful and healthy, in a few
words acknowledged che hearty grectings of his
admirers. A fow miontes lates, the eur proceeded
slowly, mm‘dst euthugiastio cheerings, towards his
Calontta residence, bat had to he gtopped several times
to sutisfy the expectont, crowd that had wathered - .up to
the approaches of the Howrah Bridge. The poeb starcted

for Bolpur the next day to joi Paus’ fost:
the Saatiniketan Anramf'" join the *Pauy’ festiva¥ of
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Xew Delhi, Feb. 9.—Replying to Pandit Motilal
Nebru in the Asembly, Sir Alexander - Moddiman
(Home Member) ssid that the Government of India was
commenicating with the Bengal Government with regard

to the sfeps reqnived to carry out the policy whereby an

undertaking by any person in Bengal nnder detention,
not to take part in any revolutionary conspiracy, wonld
afford ground for an examination into the case for his
release. The Swnrajist mombers were satisfled tvith the
reply, and abandomed their proposal to oppose the
supplementary estimates, which were voted without a

hiteh, with the exception of tlre vote for dviation, which

_ was adjourned to aliow thie members of the Assembly to
- stady the Government wemorandum on the subject.

A Reater’s message from New Delhi states that the
Raj bas decided to fix a deflnite Trans:India air romte,
with & chain of landing gronnds from Karachi to Yictoria:
Point, which will be the invariable course for airmen.

The scheme, it is estimsted, will cost 8 lakh and g balf
of ropees, The Governmeut i8 seeking the Legislative

Assembly’s sanction for the proposal.

L. eri—

_THE : |
COMING ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AT JOHANNESBURG
" (By C. F. ANDREWS)

-i7E have been waiting with the
utmost patience day afier day

for the announcement to be made
about the Agreement reached at the Round
Table Conference in Capetown.

We expected some delay, and it seems as
thtough the anncuncement may be Jater
even than was originally expected by the
Delegation when they lefi the shores of
South Africa. v

Anylow, the postponemient has had its
advantage, because the elections will alf be
well over before the Agreement is made
public. Therefore, it will be kept through-
out altogether beyond the bounds of party
politics and electioneering tactics.

After the Agreement is published there is

“much that still remains to be done. Let me
make quité clear at once, that I have not
personally seen a single word of the written’
statement, which formed the basis of the
Agreement. T haveonly been told concerning
its general purport. Indeed, it is not at all

impossible that others, at the present

moment, know moré than I do about it

This does not imply that I was not con-

sultéd on vital points. I was consulted very
freely indeed, and gave my frank opinions.
But it is not possible for me to say, how far
my opinions were accepted. Yet I must say
1 am hopeful. _
Therefore, when the announcement is
finally made, it will be extremely important
for us to consult Mahatma Gandhi znd

Srimati Sarojini Naidu before coming to any g&;ﬁt%la id 9 ch stressf:_l?gpko_‘_________mc. ‘good
’ Il

decision or conclusion. Th'is ‘can’ only be
done by cable ; and it will be ‘ne?ce's_'szgry.;j;of
spend some ttime in Jcabling and getting,
replies. It must be remembered, t at_for
long cablegrams the rate calfed L. 0, }s
ruinously expensive ; and that D. LT cable-,
grams are all that we shgfl to able to afford
on both sides of the water. '

But an important cable and its’ 'r?(;pljr“l');%_
D.L.T., when necessary delays are included, '
will take anything up to” a week. If the
reply needs another interrogation by cable,
this will mean a second week, While, there:,,
fore, intheadvertisement, March 5-7 has been,,

VRt

provisionally gqhouncéci ,for the date, of
the Congress Session, it is pot, altogether,
unlikely thatit may still further be postponed.,
till March 12-14. ok e
There can, be no question ;concerningthe
importance of this coming Congress sitting,,,
[t will decide, once and for all, the attityde ;
of the Indian community at, the; present; .
juncture, and it will give the lead to every-
one for the future, Therefore,, it, is,, vitally,,,
necessary, tiia there shall be a good attend-..
ance of delegates from.Natal and.the, Cape, .

~as well as from the pl‘Q\;iI_lGe of the Transvaal, ,

in which the Confressiis.to be held. -/ » ...
May 1ask for the complete withdrawal ofalk |
merely party and personal issues ? Let-thete!
be complete concentration on the one object:
before us, namely to uplift the whole Indiap
community so that it may fully respond to the
work that has been, done .by the Indiam..
Delegation at the Round Table jtself,

TR

/ cavitowy AND ApTER. !
..'_;" (BY c' E' ANDREW;). Y ,!‘fi)‘l"»';)
THE whole of our future, as an  [ndjan,

i)

community, now depends on oux-

. selves. If we obtain, the religf, ;

we now hope, from the, humiliation.-of th
Asiatic Bill, (which was brought in .again ‘
us last year) are we able to -use the nes
opportunity given us to the full, or: do_ w
merely intend to stay where we are? |, ..
This was the vital question ;;which, the
Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri put before us when he. [
urged us in his speech at Durban to, become
‘good South  Africans.’ It .is,.not right {
either to come into this new. country,, or to.,
be brought-up in it, .witnout 'daing our.,
utmost to help forward on the best lines the
country of our adoption.,, We, must—to, |
repeat Mr. Sastri’'s admirable, phrase, ;on
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~This will mean two or three things at the
very least. In this article, I will mention
them very briefly: In future articles, it may
be possible to write more fully about them
when | have more leisure.

(i) It will mean that we try to keep our
bodies physically fit and healthy through
exercise and athletic sports. In South
Africa, sports and athletics take a very
promment place in fife. Every child tries
0 -grow up as an “athlete and to excel in
" some kind of game: We can see this, ata
single glance, when we examine the columns
- of a newspaper. There, the very first thing
we notice is the emphasis laid upon all
athletic games. Page after page is full of

them ; and in the trams and railway trains '

it is easy to see how people look ﬁrst at the
sporting columns.

This is a good habit, on the whole, in a
new country like South Africa, where Nature
herself is always telling us to be'healthy and
strong. If those who read my words are
parents, I would like to ask them one
important question. Do we, as parents,
sufficiently encourage our children to take
part in games? Do we also patronise the
clubs which young boys are always ready to
. form if the older people give encouragement?
Do the masters in the schools see that the
children under their charge get these healty
athletic habits ?

1 would make ‘one point clear. While it
is good to take physieal exercise by doing
¢drill”*in school hours, this is not at all the
same as a good game at football or cricket.
For these games have a special value of
their own. They teach people to play
-together, to play for the team, and to endure
" hardship,” without becoming angry: and
- losing one’s temper.  All these things are
of immense value in trammg people to be
‘good South Africans.”

. (ii) I do not think there is anything ‘more
_noticeable in these new countries, such as
South Afnca and Austraha, than the deter-
miriation to build ¢ ap an entirely new civilisa-
tion which shall not repeat the evils of the
old civilisation of the past, whether in
Europe or in' Asia. It is very interesting
to’ me, after’ visiting Australia very many
i tlmes, 1o notice that Mr. Sanmukam Chettiar
I'rom Madras at once recognised this very

|s::r.me thing, namely, that every house, how- -
ever small, was clean and tidy, newly white- -

washed and painted. This is a very striking
' ?eaturein Australia. Itis easy tosee also that

.South Africans;’

there is the same good habit in South Africa,

But do we, tne Indian community in South
Africa, always observe this good habit? Are
we, in this respect, always ‘good South
Africans.’

I am well aware that many Indians in
South Africa have already gained this good
habit to perfection. [ have seen houses,
built by Iudians, even in the midst of
locations in the Transvaal, where no proper
leases are given, which were models of -
neatness and cleanness. They were, indeed
quite perfectly what “good South African”
houses ought to be. But I have seen others
which were just the reverse. 4~

One day I said in o a friend in Dur-
ban, “I believe I could settle the Indian
question of Natal in a month’s time!” He
said : “ How could you do that?”

I said to him: “{ would form a *white-
wash and paint Brigade,’ and would go
round the whole of Ilatal white-washing and
painting Indian houses, both outside and
inside. That would setfle the Natal Indian
question " RubMSH

Of course 1 said this in fun; but there
was a great deal of truth behind ths
exaggeration,

Just as I often stated, during the small-
pox epidemic, so let me say again. Could
not our Indian health and sanitation com-
mittees take vp this duty ? Could they not,
in their own neighbourhoods, find out the
houses that needed such a cleaning, and
persuade the family using the house in
question to paint and repair it ?

Someone will say tbat it is the duty of
Government to send round its inspectors
and force the people to do this. But that
is altogether a wrong way of looking at
things. The inspectors are only for those
people who are constantly breaking the law.
Indian families in such matters ought not
to go on breaking the law uniil they are
found out. They should not wait uatil their
premises are so bad, that the Government
inspectors have to condemn them, Rather,
they should take matters up immediately
themselves and put them right before the
inspector comes. If anyone thinks for a
minute, he will see the force of this argument. .

I have mentioned in this article only two
methods. There are of course very, many
otner ways by whnch we may become ‘good
vut it will be best to
emphasise only these two points in this
article,a nd leave other things for a second
number of ‘Indian Opinion.’
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Mr. Andrews at Johannesburg r

never intended for school purposes. He urged that
this should be done as a wemorial of the Agreement

-~ and of the visit of the Delegation.

A Full Programme{“ hamege

On his way back from the Round Table Con-’
ference at Capetown, Mr. C. F. Andrews halted at
Kimberley for one day. He examined there very
carefully the local Indian problem, meeting the
Indian leaders. He also called upon the Bighop of
Kimberley, Dr. Gore Browne, who pronqmed h_is
cordial support in the cause of mutual friendship
and good-will between India and South Africa.

Mr. Andrews then proceeded to Johannesburg,
bat only remained for two hours on that day, be-
cange he was obliged to 'reach Pretoria on Janunary
31st, in time to see the Immigration Department
and the Minister of the Interior concerning some
casen of Deportation. In addition to paying these
special visita to the Government Departments he
saw also the Rev. A, Macmillan and the Dean of
Pretoria.

The good news can now be told that the wife and
two little children of Adam Rajah Mubammad are
likely to be allowed to remain in South Africa and
not be deported. )

In Johannesburg, Mr. Andrews was very active
indeed, interviewing prominent people on behalf of
the Indian community, He met with a moset
favonrable reception. Indeed, every moment of his
time from morning to night was taken op with en- -
gagements all of which wera of great importance.
His kind host and hostess, Dr. and Mrs. Godfrey,
hardly gaw him at all in the course of each day, till
late in the evening.

At 8 meeting held in the Patidar Hall, Mr.,
Andrews explained, as fully 88 he was able to do,
what he hoped might be gained by the Kound Table
Conference. He also pressed with the ntmost earnest-
ness that there should be a worthy memorial both
in Johannesburg and Pretoria and in other places on
the Rand, of the settlement of the great struggle,
if (as he anticipated) a settlement had been
arrived at in Capetown honourable to both eonntries,

Mr. Andrews suggested that an Indian Hoapital
should be erected in Johannesburg, close to the
extension of the General Hospital, on the top of the
Hill. This should be a public memorial of the
Delegstion’s visit and 2 sign to the European com-
munity that the Indians in Sonth Africa wished to
leave their mark on the country as its permanent
residents. Similar steps are being taken, in each
locality, where Indians are congrepated, to do some-
thing for a public purpose. The effort needed will
be a very great one; but it is hoped that the appeal
which Mr. Andrews is now making will not not be
made in vain,

After Johannesburg, Mr. C. F. Andrews went on
to Newcastle, where again every moment of his
time was occupied with engagements., He twice
visited visited Dannhauser and counsidered fully
with the anthorities at the Mine, where the disaster
had occurred, concerning the disposal of the wvolun-
tary charity, subscribed by the public. He also
examined the possible sites for a school.

In the evening of the second day, during his visit, -
he guve a lecture on Rabindranath Tagore to the
Europeans of Newcastle, which Jed to a long dis-
cussion of the Indian problem, going on till after
11l pm. There can be no doubt whatever, that such
discussions do an enormous amount of good, helping
to clear the atmosphere of all manner of miscon-
ceptions.

Mr. Andrews, while in Newcastle, held a public
meeting at which Indians and Europeans were
W He ‘preémdd mﬁﬂz}#qu!ately to take in

; —thd
b bRk B Yo Ve e

From Newcastle, Mr. Andrews proceeded with - a
party from that city to Glencoe and Dundee. On
the way to Glencoe, a number of motor cars, gaily
decorated, came out half-way to receive him. He
stayed at Glencoe, addressing there a public meeting,
nrging the local Indians to improve their school
accommodation. Then he proceseded to Dundee and
inspected the school. He also visited some leading
Indian houses and had light refreshmenta. ’

Mr. Andrews reached Ladysmith at 7 p.m., after
an arduous and trying day. But his labours were
not yet over. At 8 p.m. he addressed a very crowded

. mpeting in the Hall belonging to the Tamil Society,

which is now being used as a school. Hare also
Mr. Audrews pressed hard for a worthy memorial of
the Delegation’s visit. He also suggested thaf it
might take the form of hospital ward at the Sana-
torinm on the Hill, which is managed by the. Sisters
of the Convent.

Mr. Andrews went on, the next morning, by train
to Maritzburg, where he stayed for some days at the
house of Mr. 8. R. Naidoo. He there held many
discussions and meetings. An account of one of his
lectures will be found in another column. The en-
joyment which his lectuare on Tagore gave can only
be fully appreciated by those who had the good
fortune to be present.

Mr. Andrews was invited, before leaving Maritz-
burg, to speak to the Wealeyan Methodist Synod,
which was fortunately assembled in that city during

- his visit, He was given a full morning session,

from 11-30 am. to 1 p.m., and wasable to make
the whole Indian eitustion clear. He received
from the large audience of clergy assembled the
promise of their support for the promotion of friend-
ship and good-will between India and Sonth Africa.

On Satarday, Feb, 12th which was his birthday,

. this above-mentioned meeting with the Wesleyan

Mathodist Synod occarred.  After thé meeting was
vhizr, he had a birthday party at the house of Mr.
8. R. Naidoo. He then canght the afternoon mail
Arain, and was met and garlanded at Durban Station,
In the evening, after talking with those
assembled at Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee’s house,
(where he was staying) he was welcomed by his
host with another birthday party. On his arrival in
Durban he had found nearly & hundred telegrams of

" congratulation on his birthday waiting for - him,

eapecially one from the Poet, Rabindranath Tagore,
sending hig love and blesgings. - C

On Sunday. he went to Umgeni, and had lunch at
the Majmul Habab Club, where again birthday con-
gratnlations were given him and felicitous speeches
were made. After that, in the afternoon. in com-
pany with Messrs. H. Kallenbach, A. 1. Kajee, and
Sorabjee Rustomjee, he went on to Pheenix, .

In spite of his incessant exertions Mr. . Andrews’
health does not seem to have suffered. He has
also been able to continue’ writing, all the while,
his numerons articles for the South African and
Indian Press. -

On the evening of his birthday he received from
the Rt. Hon. V. Srinivasa Sastri a cablegram
addressed from Delhi which said that he had seen
Mahatma Gandhi and that all was well,

e

. A Reater’s message from Calcutta' states :—A atrike
lnvolving 8,000 railway shopmen on the Bengal and.
Nagpor railway has broken ont at Khargpur. The
strikers iuvaded the railway yard and attacked the police
E:ard; Who wete compelled to fire upon the mob,. én]nrmg

A _'wwh vélig carrted Bl by t
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. ... Rabindranath Tagore

| 'India's 'Greatest Poet
v __”“.Frignd of the World”

.- The H.Y.M.A. Library at Maritzburg was crowded
'in every corner and verandah or Thorsday with the
.-large, number of Indians and - Enropeans,” who came
g hear Mr. C. F. Andrews specak on Rabindranath
{.Tagore, the Indian poet. . - ¢ . ' .
s M. Ra B, ‘Meharaj presided and in well-chasen
worde introduced Mr. Andrews tn the sndience.
+ 1 Mr. Andrews on rising received a great owation,
. He stated -that he wantad to tell them the very
"+ gimple atory of Rabindranath Tagore, who was re-
-. cognised in Indis a8 one of the greatest poets of the
. whole world. .Tagore's fame was world-wide, and
+ ‘wharaver he went the Poet always received a royal
:iweleomesand wos vegarded as & friend of the world.
4 . v RAMMOHAN ROY - :
#- ' Mr.-Andrews continued to nnfold his story, which
was listened to with the closest attention.
..speaker threw on the foreground the figure of the
- great Hindu. docial reformer, Raja Ram Mohar Roy,
-who ‘throngh 'his' works was one of the earliest

-students of Comparative Religion.  Raje Ram Mohan -

-..Roy was an inspirer of the Tagors family, inflnen-
-¢ing Debendranath Tagore, the father of tha poet.
‘. w1 /MR POET'S FATHBR
The poet’s father had his whelae life changed by

~hia - first great sorrow, the death of his grandmother
" at-Benares.. The sight brought to him the thonght
of immortality, and ehowed to him that this world
.of -gense was.mnreal and the .only .real :existence
. weas God Etepnal, . .. ... . .
i -From this beginning Debendrauath, started a life
-.0f servige to God, Attheage of eightoen Debendranath
lost his father, Mr, Andrews referred to the noble way
_in.which he was able to..pay 1he ereditors the debt
. incurred through the gver-generosity of Dwaraknath,
. hie.father, .. . . . v

Wit

.o .~ . MAHARBHI. . H
-i; Rabindranath Tagore was-the youngest chile;E_, 1
:iwhen.hig father wag nearly fifty years of age/. He
_often - accompanied: his . father in his -wander-
ings in queat of “ananda.” ~ Sometimes Maharshi, as
Debendranath wascalled, wonld go to the Himalayas,
. or the River Ganges, hoping fo find peace, .
iw Mr, Andrews, in vivid terms, described the foun-
-ding of Bantiniketan, the Abode. of Peace. Peace
.sves found by Maharshi among the golitery ¥Chattim”
Aregs in the open conntry of Bongal on.one beantiful
evening at supset, . i ' . Do
R T I ORI TEA I T L N .Y]BIT‘TO ENGLAND .
1/The poet at theage of 17 was sent on a short vistt
+to: England;-i'On his return when he was 18, there
-oame. to him' bis' own ' poetie {llumination. - Mr,
LAndrews thus described it— 1 - 7 o
‘He was staying at Calontta in & house overlooking
"the park, . It was early in the morning; ths sun's
+rays-were ‘Just:visible. . Rabindranath, .coming ount
a8 nenal; little. realised what was going to bappen.
i Just as he saw the golden rays of light penetrating
the foliage, it seemed to him a8 if a vail was with-
+drewn. from- the face. of nature, and everything
-around bitn was bathed in 8 new light, which was
+eqnivelent to a new-found ecstacy. of joy in his soul,
He saw a cow .licking - her own .calf, and it filled
him with an unutterable tenderness, anch as he had
never felt before,” = o
.1 Buy when later Rabindranath Tagore was asked
1 by his elder brothen to pay a - visit to: Darjesling in
. order to sea the snow.clad Kinohinjunga, 2 mountain
.of the Himalayae, the. ecstacy. of joy departed and
.he felt the. veil being drawn back once more.
ar.Qné of the lessons ha learnt was that it was not
by seeking the grand and the ' majestic that
God's presence was found, but rather by meeting

The -

_eyes to tha evils of our society.
disunion, which are inherent In our social life,

with the despised and the lowly., In Calentta, the
joy had como L0 him, in the midst of the crowd of .
feilow human beings, with their sorrowa. That had
brought him near to God., |

Il\lf[r. Andrews gnoted the tenth poem of the QGita-
nah ;— ’
* Here is thy footstool and there rost thy feet,
Where ara the pooreat and lowlieat and loat.”

THE SCHOOL AT SANTINIKETAN

The lecturer described the peace at the poet's
8chool in Santiniketan, where children begin the
day with hymns. At half-past eix the school starls,
There are po classraoms, bnt outside they sit ander
the shade of the treea ¢n the carpel of grase with
birds singing overhead, In the afterncon they
work with their hands, drawing or working, and in
the evening they sing, and tell fairy stories, ar act
the tp]aya written either by themsolves of by the
post.

Mr. Andrews described, in moving terms, the
poet’s sorrow, the death of his wife and two chil-
dren, Yet the death of his last child in his arms
was 3 moment of “anands,” which came back to
him when the gloom was greatest. ‘

“Lead me from darkness to }ight, from death

to immortality, from unreality to reality”
was the prayer which aroge, in the wards of the
Upanishods, from him at that time, It was this sor-

.xow which led him to write “Gitanjali.”

Mr. Andrews expressed an ardoot wish that one
day Rabindranath Tagore might be well encugh to
come out to South Africa. “Then you will sce my
gura (teacher), and when yon sce Lim then indeed
you will know why I want to return to Santini-
ketan,” (Loud applause.)

4 vote of thanks was proposed hy Mr. M, I.

Kajee, and seconded by Rev. A. J, Ohgonoo,—Naial
Wilness, .

The Poet’s Message on the Death
Of Swami Shraddhananda

The following is the message of the Pcet, Rabind-
ranath Tagore on Janvary Sth, ‘Swami Shraddha-
nanda Day’-— ,

“While sympathising with the object of Lhis

" meeting, T strongly feel that the time hus come for

action, not merely for holding meetings and ex-
pressing our sorrow and indignation. We have bad
8 rade shock which has been useful for opening our
Until the causes of

throngh the age-long abuses of caste and of un-
tonchability, are removed, all our efforts to wnnite

- bmongat ourselves and offer adequate resistance to

molestation, of every kind are sure to meet with
failure,

At this time of sorrow, we should above all things
try to realise the greatnoas of thn miesion which the

. Inte Swamiji had acoepted as his lifo’s work. The

best tribute we can pay to Swamiji's memory I8 to
organise our energies and resources in arder to rd-
move the varions evils of our present day Hindd
Bamaj; to work whole-heartedly in the canse of itd
emaneipation from all bonds of ancial despotlsm and
to extend the hand of sniity to all sections of our
geerle. If we can even partially achieve this, the

eath of this grent martyr will And ample compen-
pation. '

Meanwhile let us specially bewars of acceptinf
defeat Ly allowing ourselves to imitate the folly o
blind anger that has caused us to mourn to-day."

At all the different religious centres, and indeed
all over India, by men of every roligion and creed,
the Day was solemnly observed,
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Prayer Day at Sabarmati

(BY C. F. ANDREWS)

1 have received, at Mabatma Gandhbi’s request, an
aeoount of the Prayer Day on Dee. 19th on behalf
of South Africa and India. It has been written by
Kakaji himeelf, who conducted the Day of Prayer
and i8 full of the deepest interest to all of ws in
South Africa.

1t has always been certain to me, beyond any
manner of doubt, that whatever success we might be
able to obtain would be through faith in God and
faith in God alene. :

Snch an account as this of the Prayer Day at
Sabarmati will surely make everyone of us under-
gtand what moral forces were at work behind the
Gonference. At Santiniketan, the same spirit of
prayer was strong and at innumerable centres all
over India and South Africa, and in England and
America asg well.

{ have received a8 lelter from His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury in answer to my appeal
to him in Eopgland. It is clear to me from this
letter, which i8 a personal onhe and therefore
cannot be quoted, that a true response to my
appeal was made in Epgland.

We have also had very many accounts as to the
way in which the Indian students in London kept
the Day of Prayer in that great city where over a
thousand Indlans are stodying for the different
profeasions. .

On the eve of the announcement of what has
been agreed upon between the two Governments let
s remember that this invisible chain of prayer was
gtropger than all the weapons of the mighty in
binding the Round Table Conference to the moral
issues of righteousness and truth,

The following is the account of the Day at Sabar-
mati Asram :—

“The 18th of December was utilised in explaining
i» the inmates of the Asram the critical situation of
our brethren in South Africa and the noble work
that Mr. Andrews has nndertaken to educate public
opinion in Sonth Africa against heavy odds. The
ladies were greatly moved, and next day there was
an exceptionally solemn atmosphere at the time of
prayers.

“On the 19th day of December all the inmates of
the Asram gathered together for a special prayer in
connection with the South African struggle. The
prayer began with the celetrated song of Surdas.

Nirbal Ke bal Ram
(He is the support of the weak and the strength of
the defeated.)

Sjt. Maganlal Gandhi explained the South African
situation and said ‘We sre claiming the barest justice
ab the bands of the South African Government. We
want to show that the old spirit of Batyagtahs
L.e. self.respect i not dead in the Indien community.
Wo pray that God may open the eyes of the South

—

. African Government apd let them recognise the

justice of our claim.” _

tmam Saheb Abdul Kadar Bavazir who had
his sbare in the BSatyagraha Campsign against
the £3 tax made @ short epeech. He gaid,
‘Colour prejudice is m sin agalnst Ged, since all
huibat belbgs nre children of the eame original
parents, If India bad seif-governmont to-day It
wonld certainly have deemed fit to declars war
agtlngt the South Africsh Goverhment, We dre
powerless to day. We must pray to God that He
mey help vs in the hopeless gituation.” .

Kake Kalelkar, in offering bis prayers, observed, ‘[t

_ishigh time we declared war dgalnst ont itiernal de-

feotsand bickerings. We were atrong once. Disaengion®
and social {njustice bave sapped our strength and we
are no longeestrong,  Strength has got to be proved
from day to day. The proposed legislation shows

that people have ceased to believe in our strength of
yeaterday. Ounr prayer, therefore, is two-fold. May
the Lord of all peoples of the earth openn the hearts
of South African whites to righteonsnees and human
brotherhood. May he cleanse our own hearts eo that the
Hindus may recognise the dignity of the lives of the
untouchables, and both Hindus and Mussalmans
may realise that they are blood brothers, children of
the same Mother Hind.”

“Thesong, favourite to Mahatmajes, “Vaishnava jan
to tene Kahiye,’ (He is the true servant of the Lord
whose heart is alive to the misery and affliction of
others, ete.) concluded the proceedings.”

The Self Denial of Japan

(Bt C. F. ANDREWS)

It seems as though the West never would or counld
understand the East, One of the maifi polnts of
misanderstanding is dae to the fact that the West
has still got only the ‘coolie’ idea of the East as a
place to be exploited for cheap labotr, and therefore,
fails to realise that the standard of national honour
and chivalry, which in India is called ‘izzat,’ is far
higher than the West has often reached.

The following paragraph from the Uniled Empire
Review frankly acknowledges the bewilderment of
the West :—

“Japan is a power which the West has never
understood. Seventy-two yesrs ago the Americans
forced her to open her ports to the ontside world
Other nations followed suit. Japan astonished thém
all by her progress in industry, her developments in
power. Great Britain made an alliance with her,
In the War she rendered inestimable service to her
allies, and after the War, at the instanceé of America,
Great Britain refused to renmew the Treaty., A&
Washington, Japan accepted the policy of naval
limitations which cut right across any ambitions she
may have had in the Pacific. Her loyalty and her
readiness to fall into line were met with hostility to
her nationals on economic grounds in the United
States, in Canada, and in Australia. Trouble has
been anticipated in consequence, and the United
States have sometimes wished they had left Nippon
to the seclusion courted by the Takugawa Shoguns.
Japan has taken her repeated affronts with a quiet
dignity which to many hss in itself appeared omi-
pous. Mr. Bruce, no doubt, bad Japan in mind
when he gaid that wunless Australia were
prepated to move forward at a pace never previously
conternplated she wotlld be faced Wwith a situatioh
which would make all good Aunstralians shundder.
Almost &t the moment that My, Bruce was apealing
Japan wad niaking an anfiotntethent that her emi-
gration policy would be reversed; instesd of sendiff
emigrants to conntries where they are not wanted,
she will concefitrate ¢n migration to those of her
own islands which still afford opportonities for
settlement and expatision. On the face of it, Japan
bas set the world an example in self-denial. Nor i=
migration the only direction in which her people
dto exeroising the satne guality, AMr. S. Gestetner
has told the story of thé men und women eipléyed
in a certain Electric Works in Japan who Insisted
ofi their wages being reduced because the company
was not prospering. 'Ttuly, aa Mr, Gestetiier gays,
East is East and West is West; and the West is left
to speculate as to the significance of i¢ all,"

T

Reuter from Caleatts réports that Mr. Baksbi (Editoi
of the Nationalisi newspapet Forward); who wa$ on -the
gth instant sentenced to- three mwonths’- rigetods ifo-
prizopment and & beavy [five, bda applied to the High
Court to be released on bail pending an appeal.
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