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NOTES AND NEWS

E offsr our congratulations {o the various
candidates who have been successfal in the
recent University Examinations. It is

indeed a source of pleasure to us to find that quite a
large number of Indian youths are taking advantage
of the Higher Eduocation. The establishment of a
College by the Indian community will greatly assist
some clever Indian youths who, through waont of
monetary assistanc:, are not able to farther their
studies. We bad occasion to refer last week to the
necessily there is for endowments to improve our
edncational system. There is8 mach to be done in
our commnnity educationally. If there i3 to be an
jmprovement in our statns in Sonth Africa, then it
is necessary that all ounr endeavours should be
directed towards educatiog our children.

Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee has left for the North
and will be ,engaged in work connected -with
INDIAN (QPINION.

The Government of India Delegation has come
and gone. Neither Dr. Malan nor the Delegation
f has opened out the agreement reached. We shall
hope for the better. In the meantime the
Union Government is to be congratnlated for the
excellent treatment meted out to the Delegation.
Nothing untoward has happened during its sojourn
in Sonth Africa, thanks to the Union Government.

In an inaugural address to the Legislative
Aggewnbly, Lord Irwin is reported to have said that
those who were anxious to see a constitntional
advance must either coerce or convince the British
Parliament. This is indeed a poor statement and
is ealcnlated to do more barm than good. 1f a spirit
of goodwill is to prevail between the Government
and the governed then the Viceroy should employ
langmage that would materially help him in the
smooth working of his Government. The Assembly

. is sitting in New Delhi and let us hope that it is
gitting under the best auspices.

—te. S —

‘We are informed by Mr. A, I, Kajee the General
Secretary of the South African Indian Coneress that
the Annual Conference has been adjourned to the
26th, 27th and 28:h days of February 1927, It has
been found necessary to adjourn the Conference
becanse of the fact that the decision of the Round
Table Conference will not be made known until
then. The ountstanding matter for giscuseion at
the Annual Conference will of course bethe decigion
of the Round Table Conference. The adjournment
will moreov:r give the oificials of the South African
Indian Congress a respite after their strenmous work
at the recent Conference. A respite was also neces-
gary to the officiala of the Transvaal British Indian
Aesociation who will act as the Reeeption Com-
mittes to the Aunual Conference.

Replying in the Canadian Parliament to the Con-
servalive criticism of the declsmns of the Imperial

Conference, Mr. Mackenzie King said he believed .

the report on the inter-Imperial relations expressed

in the best possible form the opinion of =all parties

of the Empire and would make for greal unity

within it. He claimed Canada bad for years past led - |

the way in urging the view that now. prevailed.
When the party controversy wag overcome, the
Conference would go down to history as fixing en-

during foundations for National Autonomy and .

Unity.

A NEED FOR ORGANISATION

HILST our expectations are great
W as to the result of the Round

Y

Table Conference, we may look -
back with pride upon the unanimity of action _ _
taken by the Indian community of South ..

Afiica in presenting its case to the Paddison
and the Habibullah Dzputations. It was,

t'.

a critical p°r10d that reqmred of the com-

munity to rise as ‘one' man, Its response
has been splendid. Be the result of the
Conferenc: what it may, the duty that’
devolved upon the Indian community has
been done well.
several bodies that had sprung up during
the last two or three years with a' view to

retarding the good- work that was being

carried on by the regular bodies in Souih
Africa.
played by the commumty in checking the
progress of these various bodies.

We need not be over jubilant, for, we feel
that there is a great deal to-be done in
strengthemng our organisations. In so far
as Natal is concerned, the Natal Indian
Congress is indeed the body that represents
the community in Natal. - True that body
receives some opposition now and -again,
but when the hour arrives practlcally every
Indian, casting asid: his feeling,” serves

under the banner of the Congress. That is

how it should be. We are afraid the" same

cannot be said of the Transvaal and the.
Cape Provinces. Although the organisations -

in these two Provinces have renderad
yeoman service in the past, there is still

much to be doné in the working of these

We are fully aware of the . .

And we are also aware of the part .

fl

r

- a—y



28

INDIAN OPINION

organisations, and the discipline that is to
be maintained amangat their members.

We do nat desire ta touch upon the lack.
of discipline. That is a matter for the South
African Indian Congress to deal with, A
duty devolves upon the South African In-
dian Congress to assist the Cape and the
Transvaal Provinces in organising and
strengthening their organisations, Ftrom
information we have with us, it would
appear that every wark is being carried on
in a manner that is ne credit to the com-
munity. We are sure the Cape and the
Transvaal Pravinces will weloame the assist-
ance of the South African Indian €ongress.

The Squth African Indian Congress bas
mose than justified its existence as evidence
the enormous work of that body during he
last fifteen months. And it is therefore
necessary that its constituent bodies should
function properly and ¢onstitutionally.

There is a need for more organisation

and we have every hope that the community:

will do its duty.

We regret to tecord the untimely-demise of the
late Makomed Fssop Asmal.” I would appesr the

—“deéceased had a paralytic strake whick bronght on

cerebal hémorrage s a yesuli.of which he died with-
in a fow houra, The death hag cast quite a gloom
over the commaunity for he was a8 well-known figure
in the Indian commercial world. The deceised was
a member of the well-known firm of Meesrs, B.
Ebrohim Jamajl & Co., uf Commercial Road, Duarba,
having jeinéd that, firw in the year 1903, This firm
was catablished. by. the late Dawood Mahomed; a
prominen}, figure in South Africa, who was an uncle
to the deceased.

The late M. E. Asinal teft for Tndia in 1903 and
returned h the year 1908 since when he has not

visited India. Soma thtee yoars ago his iged parents.
wha are living in Indij, visited. Natal being. anxioos

of their {wg gong who bad not; vigited them for gome
timg, Much, of the worl devolving upon his brother
Mr, E. E. Agmal a8 the Chairman of the Indi
Merchanits Assoctation was cartied on by the de-
ceased. ‘Phe Asseciation will miss a fimiliar figure
that. had promoted its.intereais 4nd the intereats of
compmerca generally., .

" He was well liked by his numerons friends for his
geniality. His honesty and. integrity kmew ngo
bounds. "In him the poor apd needy have lost a
tru¢-and trusted friend ever ready to assist them
whenéver néeessary in Lis silent way.

Death took him at the very early age of 42. Hs
leaves a. widow,. fiva ¢hildven 3 boye and 2 girls and
s large gircle of relatives and friends to mourn his
loss,,

We fender our heartthft eympathy to the bereived

fanilty. L
M
. . R ";-';‘l"

withent- thay ag-operation and in face of India’

The Late Mahomed Essop Asggl,

|
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‘Die Burgher’ and the Conferend;

{By C. F. ANDREWS )

If anything could serve io show at a glance
advance made in public opinion by the work ef
Round Table Conferencs at Capetown it can be sej
in the leading articls of [He Burgler, on the day
Indian Delegation left Capetown, which has bet
very kindly trunslated for me by Misa Fatima G
from the original Afrikaans,

The article will speak for itself and will shc
that p much more kindly spirit now prevails throng
out. the Datch community, which is actualiy i
leading community to-day in South Africa, both
numberg and in political powar,

The article reads as follows :—

Yesterduy the Indian deputation left on its hoon
ward journey afler it had come to a provision
agreement with the representatives of the Soat
African Government.

Evergone in this country knows the heavy task -
which this Confereuce has applied itsolf. Thl
the representatives of the two Governmeny

ave succeeded in finding a way out, which wou |

tisfy s1deés, speals volumes for the earnest ary

pright dedires of both parties to reach a peacef)|
and friendly solution and also 1or the taot and abilitl
of the members of the Clonference.

It had been clear to the people for a long tins
that the Apsiatic question must be tackled at son
time. It could never bs taken up in the ordiamﬂ
course of evenls. If this solution could. not haw
been attained with the acknowledgment and o
operation of India, then it must have heem altaine

opposition,

Bat it is aleo clearly felt that had this been thy
-case i would not have worked peaceably. Amonj
other considerations, India would alwsye have beer
in an unosnally favourable position ta place barrier
in our way.

To make this clear, it is hardly necessary to re
member the iinportance which Sonth Africa attaches
to the policy.of. repatriation, i.e,, the return of
Imtstrs ko India, many of whom have been born in
this eountry.

OF the reanlt of thiz Conference we can as yot say
nothing snd to speculate about it might do harn
and even cange a breach. The Conferenee had ex-
preesly said that it was desirons that nothing should
be made publie, Therc are various reasona for this.

The agreement which has Been reached here ir
naturally only provisional. It muat first be ratified
by the two Parliaments. Tt must be submitted to
the Parliament hete and the Logislative Assembly in
India.

That the Indian depatation is desirous of submit-
ting in %eraon the agreament {o ite Government iw
cleay, By cable it can of course inform its Govern-
ment; of the resnlt, But it is of the greateat im-
portance that the members of the deputation shonld
he present in person ab the general discussion to
disonss and revise every point,

-But perhaps it i more desirable that when the
partic of th8 agreement are made known, jhe
Indian deputation, just a9 the South African Govern-
ment, should be on the spot.

There is likely to be criticism of course—an agree-
ment over a matter of this nature which would give
100 per cont. full satisfaction to both parties is un-
thinkable, and the people who made this agreemeqt
are the right people to deal with the critics. This
the Indian deputation canoot do if they are on the
waters when the terms of the agresment are made
known. So that ont of consideration for the Indian
deputation it #a desirous shat the sgreement should
be pablished after they have landed,

Thig ig 10 us very ressonable. Then it followd of
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itself that a disoussion of this question in this

country ia wndesirable. .

Weo wish now to expresa oar joy that in regard to
this particular gumestion an agreement bas been
reached which hase satisfied both gides.

The Conference and After
(BY C. F. ANDREWS ) _

Now that the Roand Table Conference is over,
aod the Indlan Delegation has departed, there can
be no harm in telling omt the news, that the
annonncement made hy the Rt. Hon. V. Bnini
Samri, P.Q,, at the farewell meeting held in the
Town Hall, Capetown, was locoked upon at the time
with very sonsiderable trepidation, and was regarded
by many as u dangerous inroad into the complete
seorecy which had been observed throughout the
whole Ronnd Table Conforence Seasions, How far
that secrecy was carried may easily bo seen from the

faok, that I myself, though taken into connsel
throughout, on vital and eesential matters, was pot

shown any of the written statementa, which were
drawn up on either side; and I have even ‘yet no
knowledge of the actual written provisional agree-
ment itself. . :

Ne doubt, this was right in policy; however in-
convenient in practice. The provincial elections are
now in full swing; and it may easily be seen, what
havoe might be wronght in Natal and the Transvaal,
during the heat of political strife, if garbled acconnts
ware bandied about between the different political
parties at the hustings during the electiona.

8till, in spite of its poasible indiscretion, I cannot
help being thankful that Mr, Sastri let out asmuch as
he did, and gave to us all 50 much absolute public
agenrance, before he left. What he mid was most
encouraging, and every word he used was very care-
fully weighed, . .

But now, it remains to us to put into action, with-
oul any delay, the advice he has left” behind.
Nothing can be 2 more important and urgent duty
than this. ,

He has left with us one word, above all others—
Education. He knows what it means; for he him-
self had given his whole life to Edacation, before
Mr. Gokhale claimed him as a disciple, and asked
him to act as his successor, as Head of the Servants
of India Society. Therefore he speaks with author-
ity, when he virtnally tells ng, that if we do pot im-
mediately tackle thn Educational Question for our-
selves and our ehildren, our cause is as good as dead,
In ten years’ time, we shall be 38 commaunity that has
fallen behind the strennous standard of modern life
in the West, and is past recovery.

Thank God, our eyes have been opened in time !
Indeed, I bless the Asiatie Bill every day of my kife
for one thing ! It opened all our eyes, just in time!

1 confess, I kad not at all realised how far things
had gone, whem I landed in Delagoa Bay im
November, 1925, before the Paddison Deputation
arrived. The startling and arresting fact had never
‘Heen told me, that the Education provineial grant
.a.ctually sioed stll, for poveral years, and that a
standing order’ had been passed to refuse all in-
cresge in the future. The ‘standing order’ was a
sentence of death, far more deadly than even the
Asiatio Bill !

Immediately, I pointed out this glaring fact, and
the leaders of the Indian oommunity in Durban wiil
beaxr e witness, how earnestly I impressed it on
them, especially on that day when we all met to~
gether, at Phonix, for a heart to heart talk before

my departore on April 13, 1926. On my relom .

laatOctober,itmthilenething that again called
for my whole attention,

" It is, to me, therefore, a matter of very great re-
lief and re-assuranee, that 8o great and eminent '
ptatesrnan, as Mr. Sastri, has at onee given ws wart-
ing about the same weak point in our defences. Let
ns take np immediately the work that is to be done, .
and do it with all our might,

Government of India Delegation .
Their Arrival on the Rand | = |
Received With Enthus?agm :! -

Indinne in Johannesburg tarned out I gveat::
numhers on Monday 17th January to welooms to !

. the city on a brief visit from: Durban the members: -

of the delegation from the Governmeut of Indis
which has been confarving with the Union @dovernz: '
ment on the Indian question. The delegates Were '
on their way home to India, and they left for :
Delagoa Bay on Tuesday the 18th, - -~ '« .- .
Received at Johannesburg Station by the Mayor !
(Councillor A. Lew Palmer), the delegates wors also
welcomed to the city by 2 large orowd of Indianay
and were escorted to the Selborna Hall, where tua -
was served. Immediately thereafter a reception was
given in the Town Half by the Transvaal British /
Indian Aasooiation. ol T Lt
In welcoming the delegates the Mayor: deseribed: ~
the ocoasion as a historic one. Tiey ware honoured -
by these delegaies from India visiting the greatest -:
of all South African towns. Johanmesburg; he
remarked, was a city which he conid honestly state -
dealt fearleasly and justly with every section of the

community. .
“EAST 1S EasT”
Dr. Will'am Godfrey, Chairman of the Receptiod
Committes of the Transvaat British Indian Agsocig-- -
tion, in quoting Kipling's phrase, ¥ East is Fast and =
West is West, and never the twain shall meet,” eaid
that he had come to the conclusion that it. . was -now: *
an absard quotation. Recent eventa in Sonth: Afrien :

and other parts of the world had given the lig-to the

quotation. The fanction that afternoon:. was . s
indication of the apparent praximity of East to Weet, '
Had not the recent Conference in' Capetows shown
them how the Eastern mind had tried to fathom-

and learn the Western mind and vice versa.. That

beiig true, they welcamed the delegates: a5 the
forerunnera of those -who were . breaking . the.-.
imaginary barriers between East and West. - - . -
Another guotation was that “ God moves im » -
mysterions way his wanders to perform.” Only & - -
few months ago, whenever the Indian question was -
spoken of, it was referred ta with vindictiveness and
bate. Now there seemed to be a difference, and 8
feeling of peace and goodwill through no other |
agency than the mysterious action of the Almighty, '
Garlands were then presented to each of the ~
delegates. Miss 3. J. Nursoo, daughter of the Hon, |
Secretary of the Transvaal British Indian Assecig,. '
tion, presented bonquets to several ladics present., _
Sir Habibullah, in returning thanks on behalf
of the delegation, said they were greatly gratified ag
the hospitality they had received Trom every town
they had visited in the Union. ‘Brief and strenuons
a8 their visit to South Africa had been, they wonld -

~carry back with them pleamant recollections of the

happy time they spent in South Africa. (Apphuse) -
We have met yomr responsibie Ministers,™ he
added. " We bave met all thosa eminent gemtlemen '
in the Uniom, whether Eoropean or Indian, and ¥
think I can say withant any hesitation that we have
made good friends in this country whom wa wilt
never forget™” . ’ e
PEBLING OF GRATIPGDE :

I8 going through the country he had beeq
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impressed with the care they exercised in town
planning, and their sanitation also had attracted his
notice. It would be less than human on his part
if ha did not give public expression to their feeling
of gratitude to the Union Government and their
numerous friends who had been to them all that
friends should be. He was not using any language
of exaggeration when he told them that in South
Africa they felt at home.

*Mr. Patrick Daonecan, K.C., C.M.G.,, M.1L.A., said
he was glad to welcome the delegates to Johaunes-
burg, first of all for a personal reason, as he had
been one of the deputation sent over to India by the
Union Government. That depuntation had been
received in India with snch wholehearted hospitality
and friendship that it would be indeed nnbecoming
of him not to do anything in his power to testify to
that friendship and to wish their friends assembled
a similar reception in South Africa. He believed
that the invitation which the Indian Government
gave to the deputation from South Africa was an
inspiration of statesmanship. Little thing though
it was in itg way, it had led the way to the establish-
ment of better relations between South Africa and
India than existed in the past.

Mr. Duncan also believed that that example which
had been set of two members of the British Common-
wealth of Nations meeting together face to face—
not dealing with the matter by correspondence
through London—explaining to each their diffienity,
and arriving, as he trusted they had, at a settlement,
would be almost a new thing in the history of the
Empire.. . They in South Africa had reason to be
proud of the mex who were sent here by the Govern-
ment of India, and they had every reason to be
satisfied if, 28 he understood was the case, a ssitle-
ment had been arrived at which would remove the
longstanding trouble in South Afriea from the
arena of politics, Lo

If & settlement was arrived at, then both India

- —and South Africa wounld be much indebted to the

delegates who had come to the Union.

The Very Rev. W. A. Palmer (Dean of Johannes-
burg) said he could speak of the time when the
clouds were very dark and when they (the Indians)
were very. anxious, Now that the clonds were
vanishing apd the outlook seemed munch more
hopefal, they (the Church) were very delighted to
be with them that afternoon and ghare their joy and
hope in the changed outlook. He hoped the delega-
tion would live to see the labonr they had put in
during the past few weeks crowned with success
and & lasting peace for them all.

On behalf of the Transvaal British Indian Asso-
ciation, each member of the delegation was presented
with a gold fountain pen, smitably inscribed, in
a case.

EvENING FUNCTION

In the evening the Town Hall was again crowded
to the door when a meeting organised by Mr. G. E.
Myars, of the Transvaal British Indian Association,
-was held, at which the Chairman (Mr. I, £. Asvat)
presented to the Right Hon. 8. Sastri a cheque for
£501 from the Association for the benefit of the
Servants of India Society. Several other delegates

- from India were also on the platform.

Mr, Sastri, who is president of the Servants of
India Society, in expressing thanks for the muni-
ficent gift, said their society existed to train young
men for the public service of the country. The
members of the society were not allowed to take
part in any movement which sought to strengthen
and perpetuate the spirit of cagte. It was this class
of public servant which the society was out to help.

Torning to the futare of India, Me. Sastri said
they. believed that by peaceful and constitntional

methods India would work steadily ahead until .

ghe assnmed the rank of responsibility of

::", i, :.‘. S I [ hi

Dominion—eaqual with Sonth Africa, where it was
now hbelieved that the highest political ambition
bad been achieved.

Swami Shraddhananda’s Last
Messages

(By C. F. ANDREWS)

It is deeply touching to find that Swami Shradda-
nanda's three last messages in the Lilerator were :—

(i) The ‘All-India Prayer Day’ on behalf of South
Africa (ii) Work among the Untonchables, (iii) Mr.
Marmaduke Pickthall and Islamie Calture.

In all those instances, he gives these great causes,
which are near to his own heart, his warmest sym-
pathy. It needs to be remembered, that he honoured
the Faith of Islam for its supreme insistence on the
Unity of God, a faith whick Swamiji himself held
with all his heart. His Hindu faith was also entirely
opposed to the doctrine of ‘Uatounchability,’ which
had insidionsly (he believed with Mahatma Gandhi)
cropt in and corrupted the true faith of Hindunism.

It is said, in one of the sacred scriptures,—He,
being dead, yet speaketh.” Let us hear how Swamiji,
although no more on earth, speaks to us on' each of
these three subjects. He says as follows:—

(1) ALL-INDIA DAY OF PRAYER

*“Brother Andrews wired to Gindhiji to hold an
all-India prayer to strengthen the forces of trath
and justice in the Round Table Conference to be
held in Sounth Africa. The wire also stated that the
idea of the prayer was appreciated by the olergy of
South Africa. We are publishing to-day an article
from the pen of our brother whose series of artioles
has already been read by our readers. Brother
Andrews has great faith in the instinct of the African
people themselves, especially the Nationalists of
Sooth Africa, who, through the exertions of General
Hertzog, have got all they wanted in London. The
spiritnal leaders of these being behind Brother
Andrews, we are inclined to believe thst enccese,
which has 80 far been with him, will stick to him.
Wo are glad Gandhiji, who having terminated his
enforced imprisonment at Ahmedabad is leaving his
Aghram to-morrow and ig proceeding to Wardha,
has appointed 13th of this month for the All-Inslia
prayer. To strengthen that collective prayer, let
Indians also d2 something meritorions,”

Weo next come to the ‘Untouchables’. Here he is
fraukly critical of those Hindn followers of Mahat-
maji, who merely profess to do away with ‘Untonch-
ability’, while secretly practising it. He congratn-
latea the Swaraj party on their work and then adds
the following words :—

(1) THE UNTOUCHABUES

“The eongratulations we offer are frankly condi-
tional or, if legal terminology may be borrowed,
congratnlations #isi, which will be made absolute if
all of these three do something tangible to improve
the conditicn of the depressed classes and insist, at
the first available opportunity, on a practical and
effective Charter incorporating equal public rights to
them with the so-called higheastes. For Mr. Srini-
vasa Iyengar 2 very useful and etfective opportnaity
will be available in Assamn. But before that both he

yand Dr. Munje must set their shoulders to the wheel

" without & moment’s delay if the danger that is

raising its head in the South-Western part of Madras
Presidency j8 not to be allowed to overrnn large
territories. Mr. Jayakar has before him the case of
Chamars of Kolaba Distriet who ave being harpesed
foi ueing a public tank. He is the President of/the
Bombay Provincial Hindn Sabha and has to justify

any other - hig officA in the eyes of progressivé people, Ho dan

Py e
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do so only by proving in action that the Hindn
Mahasabha stands for assimilation not excinsion, for
expansion not contraction, for welcome not excom-
maupication: and the royal road to prove it is the up-
lLift of the depressed classes, .

Lastly with regard to Islam, for which in its
purest form he had a profonnd admiration, he writes
as follows :—

(1) MABRMADUKE PICKETHALL AND IsLam

“One of God’s gifts to Islam and to the Nizam of
Hyderabad is Mr. Marmadoke Pickthall He has
been “graciously permitted by His Exalted High-
ness the Nizam” to deliver a course of lectures in
the Lawley Hall, Madras, on the ‘Culture of Islam’
a8 & part of a series of ‘Madras lectures on the Reli-
gion of Islam.’ Mr. Pickthall, who is much better
known in Egypt—Miss Zakiz Suleiman recognised
him at the mention of his name—than in India, has
told all of us that condnct is the test of religion
according to Koraneshariff. If this be so, Mr. Pick-
thall belonged to the same religion before formal
conversion to Islam as after. For his love of Islam
he was made to suffer in England; and for kis love
of real democracy he was made to sauffer in India.
Mr, Pickthall is an ornament to any Faith and to
any couniry. He knows what it i8 to fight for one's
conviction and being an Englishman, he fights like
a bulldog. We have no donbt Mr. Pickthall, who
has ever laid greater stress on righteousness of con-
doct than on the doctrine a person preaches, will
succeed in clarifying the miasma of Hindu-Muslim
misanderstanding.”

These are the three last editorial messages, which
Swamiji left behind before he died, No detailed
news has come through abont the way he met his
death: but everything seems to point to its beivg the
act of 3 mad man. Let us all hope that this is found
to be the case, for it will be a relief to avery true
Indian patriot if this is the verdict of history., Itis
deeply touching to find that his beloved physician,
in his last illness, before he met his own death,
was Dr. Anpsari. his dear Muhammadan friend, who,
along with Hakim Ajmal Khan, received his devoted
lose and affection to the very end.

The Story of My Experiments .
With Truth

{ By M. K. Garpn1]
ParT II
Chapter XI

CHRISTIAN CONTACTS

The next day at one o’clock I went to Mr. Baker's
pmygr-moeting. There I waa introdoced to Miss
Harris, Miss Gabb, Mr. Coates and others, Every
one kneeled down to pray and I followed suit,
The prayers were supplications to God for varjons
things, according to each person’s desire. Thus the
usual forms were for the day to be passed peacefully
or for God to open the doors of the heart.

A prayer was now added for my welfare : ‘Lord,
show the path to the new brother who haa come
amongst us. Give him, Lord, the peace that Thon
bast given us, May the Lord Jesus who has saved
08 save him too. We ask all this in the name of
Jcst_m'. There was no singing of hymns or other
music at these meetings. After the supplication for
son_nethmg- 8pecial everyday, we dispersed, each
going to his lunch, that being the hour for it. The
prayer did not take more than five minutes,

The Misses Harris and Gabb were both elderly

idets latlles,  MF) Coates was & Qualiar, . The two
s Mol (Hauihng sad Whuy v Lild @ stesding

invitation to four o’clock tea at théir quarters, every
Sunday. o

When Mr. Coates and I met on Sandays I used to
give him my religious diary for the week, and dis-
cnss with him the books I had read and the im-

pression they had left on me. The ladies used to
narrate their sweet experiences and talk about the
peace they had found.

Mr. Coates was a frank-hearted staunch young
man. We went oat for walks together and he also
took me to other Christian frienda. . :

As we came closer to each other, he began to give
me books of his own choice, until my ashelf was
filled with them., In pure faith I consented to read
all these books and ag I went on reading them, we
discussed them.

I read a namber of such books im 1893. I do not
remember the names of them all, but they incloded
the Commeniary of Dr, Parker of the City Temple,
Pearson’s Hany Iﬂﬁ”‘bb Proofs and Batler’s Aralogy.
Parts of thess were unintelligible to me, some thinga
in them I liked and some things I did not like. I
always shared my impression with Mr. Coates
Many Infallible Proofs were proofs in support of the
religion of the Bible as the author understood it.
The book had no effect on me. Parker’s Commeniary
was morally stimalating but it could not be of any
help t0 one who had no faith in the prevalent
Christian beliefs. Batler's Analogy struck me to be
a very profound and difficalt book, which should be
read four or five times to be understood properly.
It seemed to me to be written with a view to con-
werting atheista to Theism. The arguments advanced
in it regarding the existence of God were nnnecessary
for me, as I had then passed the stage of umnbelief;
but the argumants in proof of Jesus being the only
Incarnation of God and the Mediator between man
and God left me unmoved, :

But Mr. Coatea was not the man easily to accept °
defeat. His affection for me was great. He wuaw
ronnd my neck the Vaishnava necklace of 7ulsi
beads. He thounght it to be superstition and was
pained by it. “This superstition does not suit you.
Cowse let me break the necklace.” .

“No, you will not. It is a sacred gift from my

) mother.” :

::Bui do you believe in it - - - C e e
[ do not know its mysterions significance. I
do not think I should come to harm if [ did not
wear it. Buat I cannot withont sufficient reason give
up a necklace that she put round my neck out of
love and in the conviction that it wounld be conducive
to my welfare. When with the passage of time it
wears away and breaks of its own accord, I shall’
have no desire to get a new one. But this necklace:
cannot be broken.”
Mr. Coates conld not appreciate my argument, as
he had no regard for my religion. He was looking

- forward to delivering me from the abyss of ignorance;

He wanted to convince me that no matter whether
ther? was some truth in other religions, salvation’
was impossible for me unless I aceepted Christianity’
which represented ‘e truth and that my sins wonld
not be washed away except by the intercession of
Jesns and that all good works are useless, = -

THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN

- Just ag he introduced me to several books he
introduced me to several friends whom he -regarded;
as staunch Christians. One of these introductions
was to a family which belonged to the Plymouth
Brethren—a Christian sect. L.
Many_ of the contacts for which Mr. Coates was
responml?le were good. Most struck me as baing:
God_-feanng. But during my contact with . this
Ealmls_n one of the Plymouth Brethren confronted.
me with an argament for which T was not prepared:
" Yochannot ht;ndarstand the beauty of our reli-
lon:  Yrom what yon edy it appeats that yon must
Ha lvaoding avet poue brutingtongldud lfqﬂ"y sifgrinrid



" gBsure yau, your f

: ?_‘e'sfed 14 the possibility of eelf-purification. The
- hooks that %amerintp_my hands were faal] of devotion,

=

32

INDIAN OPINION

January 28th, 192

[

of your life, always mending them and atoning
for them., How can this ceaseless cycle of action
ring you redémption ? You can never have peace.
You admit that we are all sianers, Naw leok at the
sction of our belief. Ounr attempts at improve-
ment and atonement are futile. And yet redemption
‘we must have. How can we bear the burden of sin ?
We can but throw it on Jesus. He is the only sin-
Yess Bon of God. It is His word that those who
Delieye in Him ehall have everlasting life. Therein
Jies God’s infinite meroy. And as we believe in the
atonement of Jesud our gins do not bind vs. Sin we
amost, It is impossible to live in this world sinless,
_And }herefore Jesus suffered and atoned for all the
gins of mankind. Only he who sccopts His great
redemption can have eternal peace. Think what a
life of restlessness is yours, and what a promise of
peace we have.”
The argument
hamb noEliedJ: _— L -
" *It thip be the Chrjstianity ackmowledged by all
Cliristians, 1 capnot mccept it. . I do mnot geok
redomption. from the consequences of my sin,
seek {0 be pedeemed frorn actual sin itself, or rather
from tho very. thonght of sin. Untl I have
a&hw' that end I shall be content to be
t L o P "
ﬁe?to which the Fly:hbnth Brother rejoined: "1
' tempt js froitless. Think again
over what L have said.” . = = ;
. And the Brother iiIOV,ed a8 good a8 his word. HS
volnntarily commitied iransgressions and showe
tig that hp wos nndisturbed by the Jhomght of thew,
But I already. 'imaw ‘before meeting with these
drlends ,liat all Christian 'dgl not balleve in such 2
theory of atonement, Mr. Coates himself walked in
e fear of Gtod. Hi# héarl was pure, snd he be-

jil{térif ,ﬁaﬁed to convines me, 1

wo ladies aleo ghared this belief. Some of ‘the
Ho although’ Mr. Gojites was very Junoh distarbed by
ﬁ_‘lig Iatest oxperience of mine, I was able to reassurg

im p_nfi ﬂ:el-f him that the distorted . belief” of a
Plymonth Brother could not prejudice me against
Chrlstianity. "~ .7 " T e

My .qlijﬂqnltieg_ lay éliewhere, ~They were ‘with
-1%gard to the Bible and its accepted interpretation,
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