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CONGRESS APPEAL FOR PRAYERS
oigoll WD SN 2w

" Indian Congress have resolved to
hold a Prayer Day on the toth day
of December next to be observed as such
by the entire Indian community of South
Africa. It falls on a2 Sunday and an appeal
is made to every Indian in Natal to observe
that day as a Day of Prayer. It will not
only be observed by the Indian community
of South Africa but both the Duich Re-
formed and Catholic Churches have agreed
to offer prayers on that day. Above all,
Mr. Andrews has arranged for the observ-
ance of the Prayer Day throughout India
and many parts of Europe. Mahatma Gandhi
bas cabled his approval of the object.

It therefore becomes n.ecessary for the
Indian community of Natal to respond to
this appeal to ensure that peace and good-
will that are so necessary at the present
juncture.

The headquarters ‘of the Congress as
well as the Branches will hold Mass M eet-
ings in their respective Districts, whereat
prayers will be offered to Almighty. The
proceedings will be as solemn as possible.

In the Districts where there are no
branches of the Congress it is essential
that the leading members of the Congress
will convene Meetings for the above pur-

THE Executive of the South®African

pose.

Tt is hoped that the Indian community of

Natal will splendidly respond to this appeal.

AMOD BAVAT,
President.
Y. S. C. PATHER,
SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE,
Hon. Secretaries.
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THE PRAYER DAY

DI]QHE Executive of the South African
Indian Congress have decided to
observe the 19th day of December
next as a Prayer Day throughout South
Africa. Elsewhere in this issue will be
found an appeal by the Secretaries of the
Natal Inodian Congress on this subject
addressed to the Indian community of Natal.
~ 'The Round Table Conference meets at
Capetown on the_agth_December and no
more appropriate a day could be found than
the 19th December for the observance of
. Prayer Day. We are Jinformed that on
this occasion, the Prayer Day will be inter-
pational in character in that the Rev, C. F.
Andrews has made the necessary arrange-
merit for the observance of the Day in India
and,in Europe. The Dutch Reformed and
Catholic Churches of South Africa have
intimated their willingness to also observe
the igth as 2 Prayer Day. This is un-
doubtedly a step in the right direction and
it will be:the first gccasion in recent years,
when the European churches have interest-
¢d themselves in Indian affairs, This is a
good omen and comes at a most opportune
moment. Ehe Prayer Day, observed as it
will be, by both the Indian and European
communities of South Africa will tend to
clear the atmosphere during the Conference
and create that sense of peace and goodwill
in the minds of the delegates attending the
Conference, - Tt is essential that both the
parties should enter the Conference without
any feeling of animosity against one section
or the other and the obsetvance of the
Prayer Day will certainly bring about this
feeling:

Mr. Andrews is, we are gld to note,
@W@M unity of
aeton in this matter. The efficacy of
prayers is too well known to our readers to
ueed any emphasis onour part. Our prayers:
were answered on the last occasion and it
can safely be assumed that on this occasion
too our prayers will not be unheard.
. Concerted action is necessary if- the
Prayer Day is to be a success, The sacrifice
made by the commumity on the 23rd of
February is still fresh in our memory and

we feel sure that they will not shirk their
responsibility on thre 19th of December.

The splendid success attained by the
South African Indian Congress on the last
occasion was saimydué to the spontaneous

. appeal.

response of the Indian community to its
We feel sure that the Indian’ com-
munity will once more respond as one man

for then only will the Player Day be a
success.

THE CAPETOWN CONFERENCE

- (B C. F. AXDRRWS )

DIFFICULTY hss been often expressed to
A N\ @Psince I landed in South Africa that the

" coming Comference is not in the exact form
What the Sooth African Indian Congress asked for.
It contains no representative from England and
no represeitative from the - Indian eommunity in
South Africa. It is bilateral, instead of being

sdelstonl__
might be argued, that & very great deal has

happened since this propossl of & quadrilateral
Conference wus made It is even doubtinl to-doy
whether the proposers of such a forn of Confor
ence would deaire to retain all the exact details,
even if the matter were loft entirely in their own
hande, It would be inopportune, for instance, to
ask for » representative from Eagland to join in
ity just 8¢ the time when South Africa is getting
free from its shackles of dependence upon England.
The demand made by the Congress, that India
should be represented not only by officials and
non-officials from Ihdis, but also by s South Afri.
can Indian Delegation is far more important in
character, but when carefully considered onrries
with it certain difficulties. For South African
Indisns are citizen members of the South African
Union. They do not come from outside, They
are South African born, Oonstitutional difficulties
would be certain to arise of no ordinary kind, if
this were pressed. :

I do not mean that these things would be fne
surmountable, provided there were an obvious
necessity for such a form of Conference to take
place. But the Indisn Depntation under Mr,
Paddison, with Mr. Bajpai ag Secretary, and Syed
Raza Ali and 8ir D. Sarvadikari a8 members, did
estramoly well, earlior in the year; and though the
South Africen Indian Congress Executive might
itself bave appeared before the Select Committes,
it wisely agreed rather to leave the matter with
the Deputation. There is much to be said for the
same course being pursued to-day. In any case,
the actuel form which the Conference will take has
been long ago decided, and the members whn are
coming from India have been well and carefully
chosen. Mahatma Gandbi bas approved of the
choios and there has been a general approval in all
the Indian papers. The Indian commusity in
South Africa is not cammitted beforehand to the
decigions that are reached between thess two
Governments is Countil. No ona will be committed
immediately but themselves For the decisions
will bave to come up for approval befors the
Union Parfinment in Capetown and the Imporial
Assembly st Delhi. When therefore the things’

r
[
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agreed upon ut the Capetown Conference have to
receive ilf:ir final sancptgon on either side of the
Indian Ocean that will be the time when the
Zouth African IndianCongrees will have its own
opporiunity of making its final opinion heard.
It will also have abundaut opportunity beforehand
of putting its views before the Indian dele-
gates during the Conference itself.

Therefors, though the arrangement reached may
have its limitations, it has also its strong points.
A small body of men meeting everyday roand a
table, in a manner that invitee friendly intercourse,
is more likely to come to a settlement of peace and
goodwill than & large body*of men, representing
diverse views, with set- speeches and only the
parlismentary form of discussion. We long that
this Conferemce may be our ‘Locarno.” The
Locarno Conference itself owed its wonderful
success, to the fact, that those who met were fow
ip namber and could talk freely and in"a {riendly

manner.

Notes and News

We are informed that the Natal Indian Cobgress has
with the consent of the Receiver of Revenne, Dar-
ban, appointed the following geatlemen Rev. C. F.
Andrews, Mr. J. W. Godfrey and Mr. V. 8. 0. Pather,
for Darbaa, Mr. K. Baijuath for Cafo Manor, Mr, M.
Beethasee for Overport to investigate and inquire into
those Indians who seek exemption or extension of time to
pay the Personal Tax and to make recommendations to
the Receiver of Revenue and that such recommendations
will be favourably considered by him We appreciate
very much the action of the Heceiver of Revenue in
allowing Congress to assist bim in this mapner. All
applications for exemptions or extension of time will be
inquired into by the members of the Snb-Commitiee at
the Hindn Tamil Institote, Cross Street, Darban, every
dny between the hours of 8 a.m. and 10 a.m,

: We learn with pleasure that the Trustees-of the Bai
Jerbai Rustomjee Trust and the M. K. Gandbi Library
#ad Parsce Rustomjes Hall Committee presented Mr. S.
Emmamally, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Natal In-
dian Congress and the well-known sportsman and pub-
lic apirited worker with a gold watch and chain suitably
insoribed. Mr. Emmamally acted as Treasurer for the
Committee since the Library’s inception in 1920 and this
presemtation was mude on his having taken leave of
absence for six months owing to ill health. We join with
the Committee in wishing Mr. Emmamally 8 speedy re-
covery so that be will resume bis duties with muoch
vigour and strength for the benefit of the Indian com-
manity. .

Prior to the departure of the Indian Delegation to
South Aftica, the Viceroy sent a cable to Sir Mabomed
Habibulluh, leader of the dclegation, wishing bim and
his oolleagues snccess in their mission. “The work yon
have nndertaken is of high importance and respousibility.
The delegation may feel well assared that they carry the
full confidence of India in their task. I shall await with
the deepest imterest news of the progreds of your dis-
cussions, which #o vitally affect the interests of Indis and
the Empire.” Sir Mahomed Habibullsh replied on be-
half of the delegation and himsell, tendeting the warmest
thanks for his Excellency’s kind message of sympathy
and enconragement : “While we realise that we have
the confidence of India on our difficult mission, it is no
small comfort to know that your Excellency will watch
with the deepest interest our deliberations on such vital

“ems, which affect the honour of India,”-—Reuter.

The Pretoria correspondent; of Dis Burgsr states thab
the Indian Conference will begin at Capetown on Decs
17, instead of 20, a8 wWas y ane The
Minister of Mines and Industries, he says, will retore to
Capetown on Dec. 12, to attend the Conference, which
will also be attended by the Ministers of the Intatior and
of Labour.

Since the beginning of September no fewer than 20
adult Indians and 89 children in the Eatcourt district
hsve taken advantage of the Government’s voluntary e~
patriation scheme :gmng a free paisage to India and
a £10 grent per head on arrival. . -

“That certain streets in the vicinities of Madras Road,
0ld Dutck Road, and Greyville be declared “White”
areas, and suitable schemes be devised for the removal of
the Asiatic and Colotired residenta” . )

The above resolution which was forwarded to the
Executive of she National Council of Women ia ir

their annual report :
: .

Reporting bosiness activities and intentions of Indiast
Workers Co-operstive Company, the Natal Morcury of -
Nov. 26 states that Indisn bricklagers and carpenters
have formed themsclves into @ co-operstive company
called the * Sonth Coast "Junction and District Buoilding’
Workers' Union.” . ing to the foremen on the job, -
the Union was formed without capital, and ot present is
tendering for workmanship ouly, the ownez supplying the
materials. But the promoters bave ambitions, for th
foreman 3dded : “This is only a start, We hops to
make enough money out of our jobe this yeat to have
safficient capital to fake o1 complete contracts, snd we
expect we will be able to pay our working wembers £1 -
a day.” It is moteworthy that this Indian guild was
started four or five, months ago, and has already eom-
pleted one building. The foremant said the brickwork of
two buildings had been erected int & week, Natived are
employed for the tmskilled labour. A% present the forew
man admitted that the mernbers working on the building
were not earning anything like £1 a day, but, be said,
they were willing to make some sacrifice for the cause,
even to the extent of contribuiing 4 levy when they wend:
out to work for private contractors. . , )

el i

The Indinﬁ community of Natal mllbe interested to
hear that the Ri. H°“W appoint-
ed president of thé Todian Currency League. 'l'%nn, it

has been decided, should be an a{l-Indil organisation.
Sir Victor Sassoon continues to be the chairman of the
execntive conncil. o Lo

Durban is as healthy as any centre in the Union.,
This was the statement made to a Mercury representative '
last week by Dr. Clegg, the Medical ‘Officer of Health.
Thus Darban obtained its *Clean Bill of Health” agin.

At 8 Targely attended special general meeting in com-,
mittee of she members of the Durban Chamber of Com-
merce held last week, the question of terms of credit was
discussed at length, It was decided to appoint a sube
committee to act in conjunction with a sub-committes
appointed by the South African Wholesale Merchants’
Exchange, to consider the matter and repbrt.” T

London, Nov. 28.—The sammary of the proceedings
of the Imperial Conference isaned to-night consista of 42
foolscap pages divided under 28 headings. The contenta
of several of these sections have been already cabled in the
form of reports and recommendations of the Committees,
and other current movementaof the Conference. The Coz-
ference recognises that the defenca of Indin already throws
on the Government of Indin responibilities of 8 specially”
onerous chargcter, and takes note of their decision to
create a Royal Indian Navy. In India, the newspapers
generally, says Renter’s Bombay correspondent, aré not -
enthusiatic. *“Indin will henceforth be subordinate in
a honsehold in which there will be six mistresges, instead
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of one," complains the Madras paper, Naw India. The
Nationalist organ, Forward, of Calcntta, says that India
alone will be in the hands of alien rulers, while the Bri-
tish Parliament; will haye absolutely no control over the
.Dominions. The Bombay Chronicls remarks that victory
has come to General Hertzog in abundant measare, but
to India this definition of Sonth Africa’s statns means

that in the solution of the Indian problem there, the

British Government, “full of an unctuons desire pot to
disturb the’ constitntional practice, absolve themselves
from the responsibility of protecting Indian interesta in
South Africa.” The paper adds that India cute a sorry
fignre in this document, which isa trinmph for Domi-
nions diplomacy. : oo

“ ! Mr. C. F. Andrews At
- Johanpesburg

- A'large mumber of prominent Transvaal Indians,
forming a deputation of the Tranevaal British In-
dian Associntion, met the Rev. C. F, Andrews at
Park Station on Saturday last on his arrival from
Dnrban. [ . . .
Among thoso present were Mesara, E. I. Asvat,

chairman of the Association, N. Ramjee, P. 8. Joshi, -

M. ] :Coovadia, D. N. Nurdco, secretary of the
Transvaal British Indian Association, Manga Dayal,
R. Khoosal, Amod Mooeajee and several others.

A public meeting was accorded the Rev. C. F.
Andrews by the Transvaal British Indian Associa-
tion ab Patidar Hall before a crowded smdience on
Sonday. ; Mr. E. 1. Asvat presided. :

Mr. Andrews was garlanded by the ssveral asso-
ciations affiliated to the Transvaal . British Indiap
Association. - A snumber of speakers paid a warm
tribute to the disinterested services of ‘Desbandhu’
in the course of their short speeches, Mr. Andrews
roplying, thanked the Indian community for the
most cordial wélcome accorded him and advised the
people to trust in God. :

Mr. Patrick Duncan After His
Visit To India

\ ‘Mr.'Patrick Duncan, K.C., O.M.G.,' M.L.A., ad-
"dressed the members of the Parktown branch of the
Women's South African Party on the subject of his
recent visit to India a8 a member of the South Afri-
can.Government delegation. -

Mpr. Duncan referred to the remarkable hospitality
ghown both by the Government officials and by the
people of India during the recent visit.,

*" “T feel,” he said, “that unless South Africs makes

gome return for the hospitality shown to us in India
it will gerionsly affect the honour of this coumntry.
1t is certain that we will be unable to show the In-
dian 'visitors the lavish hospitality which they
bestowed on us, but at least we must protect them
from insult which too often falls uapon Eastern and
Asgiatic visitors to South Africa.”

.The members of the Indian delegation, continued
Mr: Duncan, wgre all men with world-wide reputa-
tions. They werc received with honour in all the
capitals of Europe, They must be protected from
insult when they arrived in the Union.,

Indian Statesman’s Experience

“He referred to the visit to the Union some years
ago of a very prominent Indian, also 8 man with an
honeured name, . .

“This statesman,” said Mr. Duncan, “called at my
ofice to see me, A young European who ran lt.he
lift slammed the gate in his face and said: No
coolies allowed in here.’ The Indian statesman had
to walk up the stairs, He did not tell me of the
incident: he was too much of & gentleman for that.
I heard it from another gource,” , ,

. no lugd available for ludian occupation.

“In this conntry.” proceeded the eaker, *
suffer irogn the colour complex. We ?;gnrd 'ev::;
person with a colonred gkin ag belonging to a de-
graded class, Wo must move with the times. In
the present age we aee the great twakening of Asia.
Ja.p_oan bhad become a first-rate Power, and when
Chl.na gettled her internal troubles she wonld be &
nation w be reckoned with., In Somth Africa we
were 80 situated that the rise of the colonred peoploes
was going to affect us. Sonth Africa must move
w:lt.h the times and admit the colonred races to some
kind of equality. A nation that failed to move with
the times was doomed to perish. ’

Mr. Duncan said he was not in favour of a mixing
of the races, but it must be recognised that thoy
posgessed in many instances eqnal enlturs aud intel-
ligence. Sonth Africa must lose its fear of “colonr.”

In & rapid survey of the Union delegation's toue
of India, Mr. Duncan spoke of the warriors of the
frontier, whom he likened to the Highland olans in
the days of Rob Roy. The frontiersmen who kept
!:‘he passes were . subgidised by the Government to

_keap the pase”—and they construed their orders
lgtemlly. Oggo when the fighting got too hot a poli.
fical officer was sent to make peace. One clan
agreed, but said the other was three men "“up.” I

. three men were killed off to square the nccount

then peace might reign.

The purdah system in India was rapidly dying
out, Mr. Dunean said. Women were gradnally
taking their place in public allairs, Thore was still,
however, no place for the widow, who since the

abolition of Suttee had )! istence.—fland
Daily Mail, uo legal oxistence

Mrs. Knight Accuses
The Durban Town Council

In the course of an interviow with the Naksl Mercury
Mrs. Knight quoted from reports on the honsing question
which bad been before the Council at varions times,
The nain points of these reporta are summarised below,

“laveral times,” she suid, “the Nab-committes on In-
diau employees has cmphasised strongly the deplorabla
state and inndeguney of the present Iadian barracks be-
longing to the Corporation. Many times the Commirtee's
recommendations bave heon taken no motice of by the
Council beyond merely noting them.

#[ knnw that the Council hns passed tho orection of
new barracks for the Water Engincer’'s Depactment in-
Brand Street, and nlso new barracks beliind the Tram
Sheds near the Power Station for thoso [ndians working
in the klectrical Department; but in esch casa they wore
passed ouly by o small majority of the Council after
bitter controversy and stroug opposition.

The Menace to Health

‘“[Indonbtedly there are sony Oouncillors who have
felt and said that the more wretchedly the Indians are
boused nnd paid the moro likely they will be williog to
be repatriated and retora to India. In this, I am afraid,
they have felt they werc voicing the opimion of the
majority of the burgesses. It has been useless to point
ont that Europesns or Indians honaed under theso terrible
conditions form s scrious menace to the health of the
Borough. Such conditions are prejudicisl not only to
those Indians who bave to live nnder them, but also lo
tho Enropean population as a whole, .

*4, vory important point is this: thab since the Ad-
ministeator bas agreed to the selling of lsnd, subject to
the nati-Asiatic clause, no Jaad has been put for auction
by the Corporation withont that claiie, One firm I
know of wrote twice to the Conncil whea their barracks
were condemued nsking that they might be allowed to
bay laad to bouse their Indiau employees, bat the
aoawer thoy received ench time wag that it was oot the

buginess of the Council to find land, and that there wua
Moreaver, pro-
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perty in Field Street, which had been leased for 40 years
by a well-known Indian, was, at bis death, put op to
suction, with the Aati-Asiatic clause, in spite of its being
sorronnded by Indian-owned properties.

Crowding Them Out

“I consider the Cougcil's policy, or rather I shoald say
the policy of some of the Councillors, has been to crowd
the Indian out of existence so as to make it impossible
for him to live in Durbap, and that is the trne reason of
the deplorable conditious of Indisp honsing as it bas
been shown up to-day, although it is no new thing, for
it has existed for many years and bas become very much
worse lately. .

“The Council has tried to acquite land ontside the
Borongh. A large area of land at Cato Manor wss
nearly acquired after lung negotiations, bot etrong opposi-
tion was ehown by the owners of land pear the district,
and the negotiations fell throngh. Again land was sc-
quired at Wentworth with the distinet object of estab-
liching an Irndian village for the Council’s employees,
but unfortunately that has once more been diverted from
ita purpose and now, owing to the opposition of some
Councillors to the bousing of Indiene, the land has been
marked down for 2 Native village.

“Unless Conncillors and burgesses reclise that the
Asiatics are here and form part of the commnnity, snd
that they must be given a square deal and treated fairly
and justly, nothing will ever been done to alloviate pre-
sent conditions.”

European Housing

Mra. Knight alro briefly tooched on the question of
Eoropean housing.

“The housing of our poor Europeans,” she observed,
“is quite as bad, if not worse, and here sgain it is not
that the Conncil has not been warned again and again of
the conditions. Three motions bave been introduced
into the Council on this matter and they have received
no support, not ever from members of the Health Com-
mittee. These motious were pot forward in September
1928, July 1924, and again in Aogost 1924 and July
1926, all asking that small houses shonid be erected to
be let at an economical rental, and each time the pro-
poeition was negatived,”

Great Meeting At Clairwood

A remarkable meeting was held at Clairvood on Nov.
14th and in spite of rain and storm and tempest a large
gathering arrived and the meetine was in every way a
success. The Chairman, Mr. R. Bbawani resd the
following addrers .—

‘. Mr. Andrews, Ladiez and Gentlemen,—I have the
ereatest pleasure on behalf of the Indians of Sonth Coast
Junction gnd Clairwood to welcome back to South Africa
ou andZfrosted AP MT. Andrews. We.
wish to express our appreviation for the preat sacrifice he
has made in the cauze of Indiaps overseas uotwitstanding
his failing health and strength, We in Natal know him
ever since the year 1918, which pericd was'a very trying
one for the Indian community, as it was then that the
~great Indian 8trike took place, which ended in the 1914
Gandbi-SIIIE Rettlement and the abolition of the £3
Tax. We all know the amistance given by Mr. Andrews
to Mahatma Gandhi in this eettlement, and thes brought
himself closer to us as a humanitarian avd conscientious
worker and a friend, sy So ! '
- 1 need not remind yon of bis visit again during the
“Asiatic Tnquiry Commwission in 1921 when he again
rendered invaluable eervices to our cagse.

. His recent visit last year in connection with the Asia-
tic Bill ie still fresh in our winds and had it not been for
bis strenoous work among the Enropean community and
bis interviews with the Prime Minicter nud other mem-
bers of the present Government when he impressed upon
tbem the iniguity of the Bill, the same wonld have been

by now pliced upon the Statuté Baok
#is a?mtt h‘:: ol Iuchtﬂuq ﬁﬁ?loih:f ghm‘:llFlll’{gg' fipit

demic thereby running the greatest riak™of losing his life
by ipfection is beyond praise. ]

We sre bappy to learn Lhat his mission to Soath Afri-
ca st the present moment is to assiet us in putting our
case before the frothcoming Round Table Conference in
Capetown, and may we hope with his kind aseistance and
with the belp of Almighty God oor cause will be won,
and that peace will reign among the various Communities
that exist in this beautiful country of our birth and
adoption. .

In your vame and in the name of the South Coast
Junction "and Clairwood Branch of the Natal -Indian
Cougress I have the honour to garland Mr. Andrews as
a token of high estesm and rerpect in which we hold him.

Swami Gopaldas and Swami Balskdas came also ab the
close of the meeting and made appropriate speeches on
Hinda religion. They were garlanded also and the
meeting then closed. _

Indian 'CurrencY_PoucY -
Criticised B

Sir Purshotamdas Thalserdas’ Speech

Str Pomshotamdas Thaleerdas inangorated the ednca-
tive campaign of the Indian Carrency League at Poons
onder the chairmanship of Mr, N, C. Kelkar.” Sir
Parshotamdss delivered his speech as followa -— *

“My criticism of the currency policy iz not with any
idea of lowering the Government of India in the - estima-
tion of the people, but if anything that I may hereafter
say or write should bhave that effect, the Government
have to thank themselves for it. It is my honest con-
viction that the ratio of 1s, 6d. is ruinous to Indian
interests, and the Government have had fair and full
warnings of it. Since the writipg of my dissenting
winote, my worat apprehensions have muterialised, and I
am more than ever convinced that unless the ratio is fixed
at 1s. 4d. it would apell a pericd of financial disaster
affecting the maazes vitally to an extent unparalleled in
our times, I ask the Government not to make it a
question of prestige. We should leave no stone nntarned
to see that justice is rendered to India. -

When I was asked to address this meeting, I readily
responded, because [ hold that every Indian who serves
on a Committee or a Commission on questions of public
importance, owes 8 duty to render to the publie on ao-
count of his work aud juetify his actions: Having served
on the Corrency Commission and made myself respon-
gible for the dissenting minnte, yon, as the public, have a
lien on me to call upon me fo jostify my action. Mo-
tives have been freely attributed to me. I have been
charged with partiality for the mill-owners and for the
sectional interests of Bombay. .These charges have
emanated from high quarters which ought to kmow
better, and which, living in glass houses, onght not to

OW stones at others. This is not, however, the. place
to reply to them, I would only say that the people of
Bombay, especially ita business, are not so lost to all
sense of proportion as to think that Bombey is ontside
India, and thet they can with impunity endanger the
larger interests of India without its reacting on them.”

_ Effects Of Cum&.;{ Deflation
“Efforts axe made to prej e irmes by iwmputa-
tion of molives and misrepresentations. ¢ The Financi
News, of which Mr. Hilton Young, the Chairman of
the Currency Commission is the editor, and who ought to
know better, says that I have followed the trick of the
merchant class to iuflate. It is conveniently suppressed
that as early as 1899, and anthorities better than myself
~—two members of the Fowler Commimion and one of
them the chairman of the National Bank of India, an
institution in ro way prejudiced in Indis’s favonr—ad-
vocated a ratio of 1s. 8d., and expressed the opinion that
the greater the value of the rupee, the ter the bor.
den on the poor agriculturist, The lead i this campaip
of pre)udicﬁdﬁ thy idsues is taken ib{ hoiid ther then i’l;
Han'nla 8i¢ Rull Bleukerty che Flonsicd Member] s
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instance would suffice, The Tndian Merchants' Cham-
ber, the Bombay Shroffe’ Association, the Ahmedabad
Mill-Owners' Association and other Tndian commercial
bodies mede representations in a responsible and dignified
‘anner regardiug the injurions -effects of currency de-

ation. ‘These commerciat bodies are of high standing,
s0d have intimate knowledge of the sconomic conditions

- of the mansses and the middle classes who oonstilute the

‘bulk “of the population. These bodies are not even

~ vonchsafed the courtesy of a reply. Inetead, the Finauce

Member gives a"press interview in which he characterises
these representations as ludicrous. This s abuse, and
Dot argument; and if abwee ig all the argnment that the
Finance Member ocan think of, he must have {ndeed

The question of ratio is.

~"being wade a question of prestige. I ask the Govern.

. c#ores on the rem:

ment niob to make a fetish of prestige. If they will not
teed, they will have to repent.” | M .

~ The Real Issues

.+ “Let us now gonsider what are the real issues. As a
result of ' the labours of the Fowler Commission, since
1899, for nearly 20 years, 15, 4d. was the rate of ex-
change between India and other countries with s gold
standard, 1 shall not hepe dilate op & gold standard and
gold curreny for Tndia, I say : Go about in a right way

40 secnre them. " In my opinion, the first step i3 to en-
~sure the
~tent that

iar inflow of gold ints India to the full ex-
balance of trade in favour of India per-
mitd'after the Home charges have been met. 1If this is
‘done for five or seven years, we eball then have & snffi-
diency of gold reserve in the country to enable us to
make a beginning. But to-day, the ratio is in danger,
and in-order to maintain the pet ratio of Je, 6d. the gold
reerves are being frittered away. Since the Currenoy
Commission commenced work 15 crores bave been do-
flated, and in well-informed ciroles, it in believed it is
only 8 guestion of time before the balance of gterling
secarities in the currency reserve aggregating to Rs. 20
arored sre also dopleted. Unless therefore we secure the
equitable ratio of 1s, 4d., the prospects of our ever being
able to acoumulate a sufficiency of gold reserve ta justify
our embarking on a gold standard and ourrency become
remoter and remoter,”” ’ '
» “Indis is an exporting country. The price of com-
modities will necossarily be governed by world prices.
Assuming that the world prices are atable, the producer
is penalised to the sxtent of 12} per cent, by the altera-
tion of the ratio from 1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. A cultivator
will have sither to give increased produce or to sccept
124 per cent, lesa aq a result of the variation in the ratio.
The cumulative effect will not I;e &0 harmt‘ul,lif wg‘l: the
appreciztion of the rupee by 12§ per ceut., the Govern-
ment enaoted Iegislatig:e by- which taxation, wages and

- other burdens of the cultivator were reduced by 12} per

oant, Are Government prepared to reduce the taxalion ?
What is happaning Is that not on]y is there no reduction
of taxation; but with every revision, the assessment of
bhe gnltivators is increased. The greater the ratio the
Rreater-the burden of taxation, Home obarges an . othor
bommitments.” . v

' "Finsnge Member’s Pet Arguments
;hgt mag argued in support &i&;‘ 8d. ratio, :a;ﬁ S};r zul:
tamds al if pu )ment gnooajly
e tanes oF o, oargen - Whersron
@oes the Finance "Member get’ this saving 7 asked the

, Speaker. The Suly answer wag that the saving was made .

the f the dnltivgtors, who wepe Dot shrong
Snogh to protepk phelr injerests, ~ Anotber pet argument
'!'msnfhnt what the cnléivator Jost as ‘an gxporter by ‘the
high Tatlo, He gainpd by the cheapness of imports. Ap
pualysis of fmports showed that po more than'7 per cent.
of the tolal importg were consumpd by the masses, He
lind placed gh the Assembly table the npal{mg sod asked
Government to confirm it or correct it; hob to no effect,
Continging Sir Porshotamdas ea]d another pet argeinent
was thiat the prodncer vopsumed a part of what he pro-
dyéed. " Bot it was forgotten phint the exports represented
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the balanos of production after internal consumption,

and the volume of the exporis waa an effective avswer to
thet argnment. Tho cultivator wag entitled to get the
fullest valre o the commodities that he exported, and
the alteration of the ratio deprived him of his jost dge.

A Series of Blunders

After the war, there was no country in the werld which
ad appreciated ite carrency, A ric country like Ame-
rica did not do it. Why then should India alone appre-
ciate the onrrency 7 Was it the tmplication that Iadia
was far richer than any other conntry ? The corres-
pondence bebween the Secretary of State and the Gaveru-
went of India on the question of exchange, which was
published ab his insistence, disclosed & queor atarp. On
the one hand the Secretary of State was pressing for a
bigh exchange, and on the other, the PFinarnce Member
Wos saying that be shonld oot be greedy and sbould be
contented with the 184, ratio if only it conld be sscured
permanently. He would not be uncharitable, bat to say
the least, the enrrency policy of the Government of India
WA one cantinues series of blunders.

“The question of gnrrency and excbange,” deolared the
8peakar, “is not as abstrose as it ia made ont to be. The
fact is, it is made abstruse, apd advantdge in taken of
the ignorance prevalent in the country. In whichever
direction one may want the country to advance, whathar
politically, educationslly or otherwise, the firsk nesd was
money, It wes mouey that constituted the sinews of
war in any campaigu, and unless an end wag put to the
mismanagement of the conntry's finances, thers could be
no real progress. Material prospority wag on essential
prelimivary to advancement. The Goveroment are em-
barking on changes which affect the conntry vitally, If
we fail to prevent the injury being done, we tay have to
drudge away for years in that grinding povorty in  witioh
Tudia in alveady steeped. . It is this conscionsness,” oon-
cloded Sir Purshotamdas, “of the full implications of
what the ratio of 1s. will mean to the teeming millions
of India’s masses, that compelled me to write my dissent.
iog minutes, We owe a duty to leave no stone nn-
turned to prevent what would be a crushiog injustice, I
hope we shall not be found wanting in onr duty,

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[Br M. K. Ganpnr]
ParT II
Chapter V]I

SAMPLES OF EXPERIENCBS
The Port of Natal is Dnrbaw, also known as Port
Natal. Abdulla Seth wnse thers to recelve me. As
the ship arrived at the quay, and [ wg‘tohnd the
people coming on board to meet their Triends, [
observed that the Indiana were not held in much
reapect. I could not fail to notice u sort of snobbishe
ness about the mauner in which those who lnew
Abdulila Beth behsved towsrds bim and it stung me.
Abdulla Seth had got nsed to it. Those who looked
at me did go with a certain amount of surlosity. My
drees marked me out from other Indians. I had a
frock-coat and a tarban, an imitation of the Bengal
u_t]ren. .
P [ waa taken to the firm's quarters and shown into
the reom set apart for me, next to Abdulla Sath's.
e did not nnderstand me, I could no} anderstand
im. He read the papers his brother had sent
throngh me and felt more puzzled. Ho thonght Lie
brother bad sent him a white elephsnt. My style
of dress and living strnck him ar being expensive,
like that of the Enropesns. Thero was no purtionlar
work then which could ho given me. Their cope
was going on in the Transvaal, There was no
eaning in sending me there immedjately. And
E)w far conld he trust my ability and honesty ?
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He would not be in Pretoria to watch me. The
defendants were in Pretoria, and, for anght he could
gay, they might bring undoe infinence to bear on
me. And if work in connection with the case in
question was not to be entrusted to me, what work
could I be given to do, as all other work could be
done much better b bis clerkn. The clerks eould
be brought to book, if they did wrong. Could I be,
if I also happenedtoerr? So if no work in con-
nection with the case could be given me, I should
have to be kept for nothing.

Abdnlla Seth was practically nnlettered, but he
had a richk fund of experience. He had an actte
intelleet and was conscious of it. By practice he
had picked op just sufficient English for converma-
tiopal purposes, but that served him for carrying on
all his basinesses—whether it was dealing with bank
managers and Europesn merchants or explaining his
case to his counsel. The Iudiane held bim in very
high esteem. His firm was then the biggest, or at
wy rate one of the biggest, of the Indian firms.
‘With all these advantages he had one disadvantage
—he was by nature guspicious.

He was pround of Ielam snd loved to discourse on
Islamic philosophy. Though he &id not know
Arabie, his acquaintance with the Holy Koran and
Islamic literature in general was fairly good. Xllus-
trations be bad in plenty, always ready at hand.
Contact with him gave me a fair amonnt of practical
knowledge of Islkxin. When we came closer to each
other, we had long discusaions on religious topies.

THE QUESTION OF THE TURBAS

On the second or third day of my arrival, he took
me to see the Durban Court. There ke introduced
me to several people and seated me next to his
attorney. The Magistrate kept staring st me and
finally asked me to take off my turban, which I re-
fused to do, and left the court.

8o here too there wss fighting in store for me.

Abdulla Seth explained to me why some Indians
were required to take off their turbans. Those
wearing the Mussalinan costume might, he maid,
keep their turbans on, but the other Indians on
entering a court had to take theivs off 232 rule.

I must enter into sowme dotaile to make this nice
distinction intelligible. In the course of these two
or three days, I could see that Indians were divided
into different groups. One was that of Mussalman
merchants, who call themselves ‘Araba’ Anether
was that of Hindu and Parsi clerks. The Hindu
clerks were neither here nor there, unless they east
in their lot with the ‘Arabs’ The Parsi clerks
would call themselves Persinng. These three classes
had sume socis! relations with one another, But by
far the largest clams was that composed of Tamil,
Telugu_and North Indian indentured and freed
labourers, The indentured labourers were those
who went to Natal on an agreement to serve for five
years, and came to be known there as grimitiyas from
grmu which was the corrupt form of the English
word ‘sgreement’ The other' three clzsses had
none but business relations with this class. English-
men called them ‘coolies,’ and as the majority of
1ndians were of the labouring class, all Indians were
called ‘coolies,’ or ‘samis” ‘Sami’ix 2 Tamil suffix
occarring after mmany Tamil names and it is nothing
else than the Sanskrit Secami, meaning a master.
Whenever therefore an Indian resented being ad-
. dressed as & sami and had not epongh wit in him, he
would try to retarn the compliment in this wise :
"You may call me sami but you forget that sams
Ineang a master. I am not your master ™ Some
Englishmen wonld wince at this, while some wouald
be »ngry, ewear at the Indisn and, if there was a
chance, wounld even belabour him; for, sami to him
wag nothing better than a term of contempt. To
interpretiuomeanamastenmnuntsdbminsnl_tl

1 was bence kmown a8 a ‘coolie barristar,’ The

merchants were known as 'eoplio merchantf’ 'If:
original meaning of the word ‘coolie’ was thme
goiten and became 3 common appellation for all In-
diang. The Mussslman merchant wonid resent this
and my : “f am nots coolie, ¥ am an Armb.’ or ‘I
am a merchant,” and the Englishman, if courteous
wouald apologise to him.

The question of wearing the torban had a great
importance in this state of things. Taking off one’s
Indian turban wonld be pocketing an insult. So I
thought I had better bid good-bye to the Indian
turban and begin weoaring an English hat which
wonld save me from the insult and the unpleasant
controversy.

ABDULLA'S ADVICE

Bai Abdolla Seth disspproved of the proposal.
He gaid, “If yo do anything of the kind. it will have
a very bad effect.  You will compromise those in-
misting on wearing Indian torbans. And an Indian
turban sits well on your head. I you wear an
English hat you will pass for 8 waiter.” . .

There was practical wisdom, patriotism and a little
hit of narrownees in this advice. The wisdom waa
apparent and he would not have insisted on the In-
dian turban except ont of patriotism; the shighting
referenee to the waiter betrayed a kind of narrow-
nes. Amongst the indeninred Indians there were
three classes—Hindus, Masalmans, snd Christians,
The last were the children of indentured Indians
who became converts to Christisnity. Even in 1893
their number was large, They wore the English
costame apd the majority of them earned their
living by servioe as waiters in hoteln Abdulla
Seth’s criticiam of the English hat was with refer-
ence to this clams. It was considered demeening to
eerve 88 a waiter in & hotel. The belief pearsists
even to-day among many. On the whole T liked
Abdulla Seth's advice, I wrote to the prees abount’
the incident iy the court and defended the wearing
of my turban in the court. The question was very
much discossed in the papers which deseribed ms ap
an ‘onwelcomed visitor.' Thus the incident gave
me an unexpected advertisement in South Africa
within a few days of my. arrival there. Some sop-
ported me, and some severely eriticised my temerity.

My tarban stayed with me pructically until the
end of my stay in South Africa. Exactly when and
why I left off wearing any heed-dress at all in South
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