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~South African Indian Congress

Sixth Session
> Preliminary Notice

In terms of the Rules notice is hereby
given to all Constituent bodies that the
Sixth Session of the Congress will be,
held at Johannesburg on the 1gth, zoth,
2ist, and 22nd November, 1926,

The following is the provisional Agenda:

1  Presidential Address,

General Secretary’s Report.

Round Table Conference.

Colour Bar Bill, .

Provincial Powers Bill.

.Revision of Constitution and Stand

ing Orders. -

7. Othgr grievances and resolutions -
theron, . o

8.7 Treasurer's Report and Financia
Statement, - '

9. Election of Officials,

A. L. KAJEE,

Hon. General Secretary.
South African Indian Congress.
Headquarters : B

175, Crey Street, Durban.
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_ Phone 1969. 182, Grey Strest, Durban. ‘Box 316,
HEERABHAI MORAR MATVADKAR

Wholesale Fruit & Vegetable
and

Commusnon Agent.
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M. 1. DADABHAY,

GENERAL MERCHANT.
P. 0. Box 48. 25, Yan Hagen Street,

Telephone No. 5. CAROLI
Telegraphic Addreess . Tﬂtvaaj,
“DADABHAY.” CAROLINA.
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DURBAN ELECTRIC MINERAL WATER WORKS

HIGH CLASS MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURERS
Country and Shipping Orders Receive Prompt Attention,

17 & 19, May Street, Durban.

Wenr Imperint Hnr-i Umpan! Raad

NATHOO TABHA & CO.

New and Second-hand Timber Merchants,
Building Materials Always in Stock.
At Moderate Price. Price List on Application,
FRUIT PACKING BOXES MADE TO ORDER,

Nartjes Packing Boxes a speciality.
Up-Country Orders Receive Prompt Attestion,
TELEPHONE 3519, - 24, BER EA FLAT
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NOTES AND NEWS

N the conrte of a epesch in the Assembly of the
H Leagae of Nations, (saya Benter), the Maharajah of
Kapaorthals asked the Assembly to consider whether
in futnre more apecial attention .should not be paid by
the League to the couditions and problems epecinl to
Agis. He ssked the Assembly serionsly to consider
offering direct evidence to Indians to make them realise
that their interests were appreciated at Genera a3 equaily
important with the interests of the West. Unless Indis
was convinced theriof it weuld be impossible to secure
from it o whole-hearted interest and co-operation in the
work of the Leagne.

According to a mesgage from Geneva Commitiees of
the Aezembly of the League of Nations have been formed.
The first committee, dealing with lezal and constitutional
questions, includes Sir William Vioeent (Iodia). The
secund committee, which deals with technical organisa-
tion, inclodes Mr. 8. Jacklin (South Africa) snd Mr,
Abdul Gadir (India®, while the third one, concerned with
the reduction of armaments, includes Mr, J. 5. Smit
(South Africa) and the Msbarajab of Kapurthala and
Sir Williem Vincent (India), The fonrth committee,
dealing with finance, includes Mr. Jacklin (Sonth Africa)
and Mr. Abdol Gadir (Tndia). The &fth committee, for
the consideration of social and geveral questions, in-
cludes Mr. Jacklin (South Africa) cnd the Muharajah of
Kapurtbala (India). The sixth committee, dealing with
political matiers, includes Sir William Viocent and Sir
Edward Chamier (India) aod Mr. J. 8. Smit (South
Africa.) The Assembly, by 42 oat of 48 votes, elected
‘I;I. Nintchitch, the Yogoslavian Foreign Minister, Presi-

ent.

The report of the Beagul Pulice Administration for
1925 states, (says a Reoter’s ressage from Calcutta ,
that the Government has good reason to believe that the
efforta to maintain a terrorist onzapisation con.inue, and
that there is evidence showing that certain influential
&nd well-organised gronps bave in no way abandooed the
idea of resorting to violence. The report adds that there
is definite information in regard to the existence of well-
organised conspiracies to import Arms, and that the
situation demands noremitting vigilance,

A Renter’s meseage from Bombay states :—

Replying to a letter from a nember of well-known Tu-

dian politicians urging him to return and tuke the helm
of the affairs of the conutry and “in view of the present
deplorable condition of national politics,” to call a re-
presentative couference to secure nnity, Mabatma Gandbi
eays he i= unable to respond in the menger soggested.
He is convinced that his meddlivg in the Hinda-Moslem

quarrels at present would only do barm. Quarrels, he .

said, are a sign of growth ont of which will arise a
mighty nation. The masses of India are mot ipterested
In party complications and for them there is mly the
spinning wheel, on which Mabauns Gandhi says he has
staked everything. '

The Tifth Anniversary Celebration aod Aggval
General Mecting of the M. K. Gaudbi Library and

71N

Pareee Rustomjee Hull took place in the Parsee Rue-
tomjer Hall, Queen Street, Duorban, on Thorsday the
9ch instant. e bope to give the report of the pro-
ceedings in onr pext issoe. . oo

INDIANS IN RHODESIA

5)HODESIA has hitherto been free.
[g from any colour prejudice. Indians -

L who are comparatively a handful in .
Rhodesia have enjoyed, unlike their
brethren in'the Union, equal freedom with
their white ~ co-residents. 'Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu who, a few years back, visited the
Union bad also the pleasure of visiting
Rhodesia and after the spirit of hatred to-
wards Indians that she experienced .in the
Union the compleie charige of atmosphere
in Rhodesia came to her as a very pleasant
surprise. She was welcomed by Europeans
and Indians in Rhodesia on a common plat- ~
form and there was uot even the smell of
any difference prevailing among the differ-
ent subjects of the Empire. But ‘un-
foriunately the germ that spreads the plague
has not failed to creep evea into Rhodesia.

* Recent numbers of the Riodesicn Herald

contain letters which are calculated to instil
impure thoughts into' the hitherto pure’
minds of the European residents. We will .
quote hete only one of the letters written
under the nom de plume “English Colonist”
who professes to have been a very old resi-
dent of Natal and especially of Durban. |
“Thiry-six ycars ago” says this ‘Colonist’,
“I often passed through Natal and one
could see’ European traders’ stores dotted
through the country, although even then the .
Bombay Arabs were commencing t6 com-
pete with them with every advantage, owing .
to their low standard of lfe. To-day, you
hardly see a white trader anywhere ‘in the
country districts of Natal. As faf back as
1906 all white storekeepers, to give only
one instince, iti the town of Bulwer, had
been squcezed out by these same Bombay
traders, who have increased to thousands,
have control of sugar, tea, wattle estates,

e
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actually support many small “white” stores,
nat only in Natal, but all over the Union,
own hundreds of houses in Durban and
elsewhere, are creeping inta all sorts of
offices and businesses, and are making it
impossible for the white man to live; in fact,
Europeans are leaving Natal regularly every
month in despair. I met a man and his
wife and four children in Octaber last year
clearing out to Australia because, as the
husband told me, he saw no prospects for
his children in Natal owing to Indian com-
petition. It is not the labourer or 'coolie”
caste that we Europeans ebjeet to. This
class makes excellent small farmers, green
truck growers, dhobies, waiters, etc. The
great objections to the “‘coqlie” are his filthy
habits. However, it is the Mahomedan
Bombay parasite which is sucking the life-
.blood from Natal and other pasts. How
they crept in, heaven alone knows, for they
are traders, not workers—keen, cunning and
unscrupulous—who live on next to nothing
and in a' such a way that a decent European
cannot compete. I talk from many years'
residence in Natal, especially in Durban.
The same thing is happening here. Twenty-
one years ago there were a few Goanese (as
they called themselves) tailors and a sprink-
. ling of dhobies, etc. Go down Orr or
Second Streets; go up to Pioneer Street and
neighbouring streets and see for yourselves
how they have increased.
You Rhodesians, with your eriminal
apathy, are laying up such a terrible future
for youg children and grandchildren that
your descendants will curse your memory.
The native question is serious enough in all
conscience, without complicating matters by
allowing the immigration of Indians, he
they Mahomedans, Parsees or Hinduste ga
on practically unchecked, When Rhodes,
in his speech, said that he believed in equal
rights for all civilised people, the Indian or
Arab menace was not threatening us, I
wonder what he would say now! (If the
writerisa Christian he will kn>w what Jesus
Christ said.. He said, treat your neighbours
as you would like to be treated yourself.
Would He also change His views if He
came down to-day >—EDp.) One most imper-
tant point I would try to bring home to you
easy-going Salisburyites, viz,, that what the
Indian or Arab trader secures he holds.

- You hear people talk so airily of the In-
dians being gradually bought out in Orr
and Second Streets. Well, we shall see!

Any comment on our part-on the above
letter ig useless. 1t is nothing but an
example of unscrupulous methods adopted
by selfish white men, who may be, for all
we know, foreigners but who wrade on their
white skins, to harm a law-abiding and
peaceful section of British citizens whao have
no other motive in this country but to earn
an honest livelilhood. We can but only
hope that Rhodesia will not spoil its fair
name by allowing itself to be led o an

unrighteous path by ‘English Colonist' and
others of his calibre,

British Guiana Colonisation
Scheme ‘

A Warning. to Indians

Some time ago thore was & move on the part of the
Ugion Goverament to indues Indians in the Union ta
go to British @uiana bus the Indian community, it wilt
be remembered, turned down the Government’a proposal
with & upanimods vaice, Mr. Bauerasidne Obaturvedi
from India sends us in this coanection somo neeful it
formstion: *Thers is o move in British Guiana on the
patt of the Board of Oolonization and Developmeat o
indace Iodiam agricultorists from Indis and South
Africa by giving them frea passages to go to British
Guiapa,” Commenting on the move bhie Daily Chronscle
of Georgetown which is uat an Indian poper writes : “In
plain Jauguage it means introducing more chesp Iahque
into the already overstocked labour market of a panpac-
ised commumity.” Mr, Banarasidas’ iuformant strongly
adviges bim in this oonnection to sommunicate to the
Indians in South Africa not to fall in this trop as the
country e not 8t for emigration. “We are fuced, eyt
the correspondent, with a ten-months’ duration drought
of o disastrous nabure. There is no lend available for
agricultuze. ‘They witl, therefore, have to wotk in the
Sugar Estates. Unless these people have capital to pur-
chase their own land thuy should desist from coming
over to this country.” Mr. Banarasides writes: “It s
noteworthy in this connection, that the present Governor
of British Guiana ia Sir Rodwell, a South African white,
and wa know something aboot him from his record it
Fijf, where he imprisoned 200 Indian men and women aad
deported Indinn leaders including Mr. and Mra, Manilel
Dactoe and broke an indasirial strike of Indian labowrers
by the e of force.” Rarely he wilt not fil to do his
bit for Bonth Afcica If he can oblige the Ubion authori
ties by inducing a good nmober of kndians to come away
from Sonth Africa. L

Beaponsible Indians should commnnicate this warning
to their ignorant brethrer who are apt to easily fall into
this trap.
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Statelesé Indians In America

At the annual Convention of the American Society
of Internationsl Law held at Washinglon recently
My, Tarakoath Das read an integestmg DSP:I on
“Some Stateless persons in the United Sta By
“Stateless persons” is meant those who are saddenly
disowned by America. How bas this happened ?

By Section 2146 of the U. 8. Ren,sed Statutes all
alions who are “free’ white persons” and otherwise
unobjectionable can become citizens of the U. 8. .A..
by naturalisation. Now *Hindas” which in Americt
means “Indians” were not long ago entitled -to_this
privilege of naturalisation a8 belonging to t}lo froe
white peoples” and members of the Caucasian race.
Thbus a number of Hindus resident in America, Mr.
Das incladed, became naturalised. Suddenly the
American conrts have reversed their own interpre-
tation of the Section and in Febroary 1923 Mr.
Thind 2 high caste Hindu was refased citisenship
by the Sapreme Court which held that Hindus are
not Cancasians, Now this is in direet ogntnvgnhon
of previoue decisions. Not content with thgq the
U. B. anthorities have begun to cancel the oitizen-
ship of Indians who were naturalised long before
the decision in tbe Thind cese was _renda-ed in
February 1923. By renouncing allegianoce to the
Britich Orown and taking the oath of allegiance to

the United States at the time of paturalisation, these -

Indians have become aliens to the British Govern-
ment. Cancellstion of American citizenship has,
therefore, rendered them “stateless persons,” and re-
duced them to a position of absolute insecurity.
Touching abont fhe plight of sach persons, Mr.
Taraknath Das ohserves :— .

It would make very difficult for them, even
making a living as professional men (as they are
mostly professional men), becanse no one would be
willing to employ sfaleless persons. TUnder the cfr-
cometanoes, these men can neither leave this country
with proper passport, not can they enter any other
country with proper eredentials so that they would
reoeive full protection. It is needless to say that
they cannot seeure citizenship from any __other
country while staying in America. Even if the
TUnited Btates agree to give a permit to these persons
to go o some other comniry, other countries may
not sllow them to entor or reside there because they
are slalsless persons, Even if it be arranged that these
persons be allowed to enter certain other country by
some understanding between the United States and
that country, it means that the other country atlows
them to reside on mere mufferance and they c¢annot
betome eitivens unless all requirements for natarali.
sation be fulfilled and the privilege of citizenship
granted.

‘The position of American-born women who have
married these Indians is no less anomalous. Mr.
Teraknath Das points out that by the law concern-
ing the status of & married woman she retains her
American gitizenship uopleas she rencunces that
citizenship voluntarily or marries an alien ineligible
to aitizenship

‘There are in the United States, szys Mr. Tarak-
nath, 3 nomber of American-bom while wormen
who married Hindus after the latter became natural-
ized American citizens,

But if by retroapective application of the decision
of the S8apreme Court (that the high caste Hindus
are not white persons and thus ineligible o Ameri.
can citizenship) the Hindus who were naturalized as
American citizens be deprived of their oitizenship
and held to be aliens ineligible to citizenship, then
thess American women automatically become stabe-
lese persone, These women, under this decision,
are neither American citizens nor have they any
nationality as their husbands are redueed to the
status of stateless persons, and this result is brought
about by no fault of their own, Thess American-

o~

born women thos beoome victlms of the Conrt's
ruling to » greater extent than even their stateiccs
hushands.—Indian Revinwo. )

Indian Workers Help Their
Brothers In Britain -

On the ontbreak of the geueral Strike in Britaln, thié
Indias working class immediately sef about thé tadk of
doosting practical help to their struggling oomndu
overseas, The Worker gives below a list of coqﬁ;ibu_ho 5,
sent throogh the All-India Trade Unioa Coigress, to the
British Trade Tnion Congress :— : .

(1) Bi{ & p.

£500 as under :—

(a) Bombay Labour Organisation
and Relief Fand Cotmittee
(first Instalment) £20q e

(b) Bombay Labonr Organisation
and Relief Fund Commitiee )

.. 5,680 16 G

(second instalment) £275 .. 8,579 7 &
(c) Bombay Textile Labout Union =~ .
£25 ore 1"y L1l LT _.." gs* 8 ‘

£100 ad onder :— . :

? (a) All-India Trade Union Congress 1,958 10 €
(b} B.B. & O. I, Railwaymen’s .

‘ go];lion’ BE?mbla, sen Y aaw ‘0‘ b .

c i em’ td LY

(¢) -y iery Employ Asgn., § ¢

ﬂm, nes . san (1) 2 ) -
d) %A Parsee Sociahist,” Bombay... 10 0 @
(¢) Mr. A, D. Nayar, Kasnali ... . "2, 0 O
It may be stated here that the contribnfion of £100
shown in No. 2 above was gent for the rellef- of fhe
mipers after the general strike was offy .
Besides these contributions sent through t'?m‘, Afi India
Trade Union Congress, thé G.ILP. Railvay Workmén's
Union, Bombay, and the Telegraph Workmen's Unioa
Bombay, sent £5 and £1 respeatively direct to' the Bri
tish Trades Unica Congress. It was also annomced {-
pupers that the All-India Railwaymen's Federation an -
the Girni Kamgar Maha Mandal, Bombay, cabled £3
and £10 respectively as theix contribations to the sirik3
fond in England. - ,

The Story of My Experimerits
With Truth
[ By M. K. Gaxpur}
XIV. My Choice ‘

Dr. Mehta went on Monday to the Victoris Hofel
expecting to find me there. He dissovered that wy
had Jeft, got our new address, and met e at oar
rooms, Through siteer folly I had managed tv e
ringworm on the boat: For washing and Bathing
we used to have sea water, in which soap i¥ not"
soluble. I hewever employed soap, taking' itd wse
to be a sign of civilisation with the result tha¥ fustead -
of cleaning it made the gkin greasy. This gave mé -
ringworm. I showed it to Dr. Mehtti who wid me
to apply acetio acid. T remembier how thé burnitg
acid made me ¢ry. Dr. Mehta inspectef wmy room
and its appointments and shook his head I dis:
approvall “This place won’t do,” ke mi®- “‘W¢
coms to England not so much for the purposé of
studies as for gaining experiencé of Engligh Yifé and
oustoms, _And for this you need to lve with &£
family. But before you do so, T think you' had
belter serve a period of apprenticeship. I  takW
.you there” - '

I gratefully aceepted the suggestion’ dnd Peinoved
to the friend’s rooms. He was all kindnesit and
attentioh. Ho treated me as his vwo Brother,
inittated me into English ways and manners, and
aceustorned me to talking the language. My food
however becxme & serious guestion, ¥ geuld aet
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relish boiled vegotable without salt or condiments
mixed at the time of preparation. The landlady
was at a loss to know what to cook for me. We
had catmeal porridge for breakfast which was fairly
flling, but I always starved at junch and dinner.
The friend continually reasoned with me to eat
meat, but I always pleaded my vow and then re-
mained silent. Both for luncheon and dinner we
had bread and jam and spinach. I wasa good eater
and bad & capacious stomach; but I was ashamed to
aak for more than two or three glices of bread, as it
.did not seem correct to do so. Added to this there
~yas no milk either for lunch or’ dinner. The
Zriend once got disgusted with this state of things,
and said : “Had you been my own brother, I ‘would
have sent you packing. What is the value of a vow
madse before an illiterate mother, and in ignorance
of conditions here ? It is no vow at all. It would
not be regarded 88 a3 vow in law. It is a pure
superstition to stick to such a promige. And I tell
you this persistence will not help you to gain any-
thing here. You confess to having eaten meat and
relished meat. You took it where it was absolutely
annecessary, and will not where it is quite essentinl,
‘What a pity !” .
* 'But I was adamant.
Day in and day ont the friend would argue, but

" I had an eternal negative to face him with. The.

more he argued, the more uncompromising I be-
came. Daily 1T would pray for God's protoction
aond get it. Not that I had any idea of God. It was
faith that was at work—faith of which the seed was
gown by the good nurse Rambha.

" One day the friend began to read to me Bentham’s

“Pheory of Utility.” . I wasat my wit's end. The

language was too difficult for me to uaderstand. He
began to expound ‘it I psid: “Pray forgive wme.
These abstrase things are beyond mse.
necessary to eat meat. But I caonot break my vow.
1 cannot argue about it. I am sare I cannot meet
you in argument. Bat pleage give me up as feolish
or obstinate. I appreciate your love for me and 1
know you to be my well-wisher. I also koow that

yon are telling me again and again about this be- -

canse you feel for me. Bat Iam helpless. A vow
ijs a vow. It cannot be broken.”

The friend looked at me in surprise, He clored
the book and eaid : “All right. I shall not argue
sny more,” I was glad. He never discoased the
. gubject again. But he did not cease to worry about
" me. He smoked and drank, but he never asked me
%o do so. In fact he asked me to remain away from
both, His one anxiety was lest I might become
very weak without meat, and thereby be unsable to
feel at home in England.

That i8 how I served my apprenticeship for a
month. The friend’s honse was in Richmond, and
it was not possible to go to London more than once
or twice a week., Dr. Mehta and Mr. Dalpatran
- Shalla therefore decided that I should be put with

gome family. Mr. Shukla hit upon an Avglo-Indian's
honse in West Kensington and placed me there.
The landlady was 8 widow. I told her about my
vow. The old lady promised to look after me
properly, and I took up my residence in her. house.
Here too I practically had to starve, I had sent for
sweets and other eatables from home, bat nothing
had yeot come. Everything was insipid. Everyday
the old 1ady asked me whether I liked the food, but
what could she do 7 I was still as shy as ever sad
dared not ask for more than was pat before me, She
had two daughters. They ineisted on serving me
with an extra slice or two.
know that nothing Jless than a loaf would have
ﬂlled me, i

But I had found my wings now. I had not yet
started upon my regular stadies. I had just begun
.. reading newapapers, thanks to Mr. Shakla Ia Indis

I had npever read s newspaper. But here I snc-

I admit it is

Bat little did they |

ceeded in oultivating a liking for them by regular
reading. I always glanced over the DAILY NEWS,
DALY TeLEGRAPH and PALL MALL GAZETTE.
This took me bardly an hour. I therefore began to
wander about. I would launch ont in search of a
vegotarian vestsnrant. The landiady had told me
that there were such places in the City, I wonld
trot ten to twelve miles each day, go into a cheap
restanrant and eat my fill of bread, but would
never be satisGed.. Dnring thesd wanderings I onece
hit on a vegetarian restanrant in Farringdon Street
The sight of it filled me with the same joy that a
child feels on getting & thing after itsa own heart,
Before I entered I noticed books for sale exhibited
under a glass window near the door. I saw among
them Salt's “Plea for Vegetarianism.” This I par-
chased for a shilling and went straight to the dining
room. This was my first hearty meal since my
arrival in Epgland. God had come to my aid.

I read Salt’s book from cover to cover and wns
very much impressed by it. From the date of
reading this book, I may claim to have become a
vegetarian by choice. I blessed the day on which
1 had taken the vow hefore my mother. I bhad all
along abstained from meat in the interests of truth
and of the vow I had taken, but had wished at the
game time that every Indian should be a moat-eater,
and had looked forward to being one myself freely
and openly some day, and to ealisting others in the
canse. The choice was now made in favour of
vegetarianism, the spread of which henceforward
became my mission,

XV. Playing the English Gentleman

My faith in vegetariunism grew on me from doy
to day. Salts book whetted my appetite for diet-
tic stadies. I went in for all Looks available on
vegotarianism and read thom. One of these, Hor-
wavd Willisme' “The Bthics of Diet” was » “bio~
graphical history of the literatare of humnne
dietetics from the earliest period to the presont day,”
and tried to make out that all philosophers and
prophets from Pythogoras and Jesus down to those
of the present age were vegetarians, Dr. Mrs,
Anna Kingsford’s “The Perfect Way in Diet” was
algo an attractive book., Dr. Allison's writings on
health asad hygiene were likewise very helpful.
Heo advocated a ourative system based on regalation
of the dietary of patients. Himself a vegetarian, ho
prescribed to his putionts also o strictly vegetsrian
diet. The resalt of reading all this literature wna
that diatetic experimeuta came to take an imporlant
place in my life. Health was the principal con-
sideration of these experimentas, to begin with, Bat
later on, religion became the suprome motive,

Meanwhile, my friend bad not ceasod tu worry
about me. His love for me led him to think thut
if ¥ persisted in my objactions to meat-enting, I
should not only develop a wunk conatitution, but
should romain n dafer; bocanse I shoald never feel
at home in English sosiety. When he came to know
that T had begun to interest myself in books on
veyetarianism, he was afrabd, leat these studies
should mnddle my head : that I shonld fritter my
life away in experiments, forgotting my own work,
and become a crank, He tharofore mado one kst
effort to reforms me. He one duy invited ma to go
to the theatre. Before the play we were to dine $0-
gother at the Holborn Restaurant, o me o palatial
place and the first big Restanrant [ had been to since
leaving the Victoria Hotel. Tho slay ut that Hotel
ha scarcely been a helpful experience for I had
not lived there with my wits-about me. The friend
had planned to take me to this Restanrant evidently
jmagining that modesty would forbid any gquestions.
And it was a very big company of diners in the
midst of which my friend and I sat sharing a tablo
botween na. The fiest coardo was gonp. I wondered
what it 1night be mido of, but durst not nsk the
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friend about ik, I therefore summoned the waiter.
My friend saw the movement and sterul;r asked
across the table what the matter was, With con-
piderable hesitation I told him that I wantg‘d to in-
quire if the soup wus 3 vegetable soap. You are
too clumsy for decent seciety,” he passionately ex-
claimed. “If yon cannot behave yoarself, yon bad
better go. Feed in some other restanrant and await
me outside.” This delighted me. Out £ went. There
-was a vegetarian restaurant close by, bat it
was closed. So I went without food that night. I
accompanied the friend to the theatre, but he never
said a word about the scene I had created. On my
part, of conrse there was nothing to say.

That waa the 1ast friendly brush we had. It did
not affect our relations in the least. I could see
and appreciata the love with which all my friend’s
efforls were actnated, and my respect for him was
all the more for our differences in thought and
action, ’

But I decided that I should pat him at eage; that
I shonld assare him that I would be clamsy no more,
but try to become polished and make np for my
vegelarianism by cnltivating other accomplishmenta
which fitted one for polite society.

And for this parpose I undertonk the' all too im-

I had not to spend a life-time in England, I said
to myself, What then was the use of elocution ?
And how could dancing inake a gentleman of me P
The violin I could learn even in India. I was a
stndent and onght to po on with my stadies. I
should qualify myself to join the Inns of Counrt.
If my character made a gentleman of me, 8o much
the better. Otherwise, I shorld forego the ambition,

These and similar thoughts possessed me and I
expressed them in a letter which I addressed to
the elocution teacher requesting him to excuse me
from further lessons. I had taken only two or
three. I wroté a similar letter to the dancing-
teacher and went personally to the violin-teacher
with a request to dispose of the violin for any price
it might fetech. She was rather friéndly to me, so
I told her how I had discovered that I was pursuing
a false ideal. 8he encouraged me in the determi.
nation to mgke a complete change. S

Thkis infatuation must have lasted about thres

months. The punctilionsness in dress persisted for
years, But henceforward I becamo a stadent.

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS -
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

poasible task of beecoming an English gentleman. Lo 3
RIGGING OUT : - Notice is hereby given that the Annual

The clothes after the Bombay cut that T was General Meeting of the Natal Indian . Con-
wearing, were, I thought, unsuitable for English gress will be‘held at the Rawat’s Bio Hall, -
Victoria Street, Durban, on Sunday, the 10th

society and I got new ones at the Army and Navy
Stores. Ialso went in for.a chimney-pot hat costing A
nineteen shillings—an excessive prico in those daya. 44y of October, 1926, -at 2'p.m,, for -the
transaction of the following business :— - .

Not content with this, I wasted ten pounds on an

evening suit made in Bond Street, the focus of

fashionable life in London; and got my good and

noble-hearted brother to send me a double watch-

chain of gold. It was not correct to wear a ready-
meade tie and I learnt the art of trying one for my-
self. When in India the mirror had been a luxaory
permitied on the days when the family barber gave
mo a shave. Here 1 wasted ten minutes every day
before a hoge mirror watching myself, srranging
my tie and parting my bair in the correct fashion.
My hair was by no means soft and every day it
meant a regular struggle with the brush to keep the
bair in position, Each time the hat was pat on and
off, the hand would antomatically move towards the
head to adjust the hair, not to mention the other
civilized habit of the hand every now and then
operating for the purpose when sitting in polished
society. -

Aag if all this were not enough to make me look
the thing, I directed my attention to other details
that were supposed to go towarda thd making of an
English gentleman. I was told it was necessary for
me to take lessons in dancing, French and elocution,
French was not only the language of neighbouring
France, but it was the /ingua franca of the Continent
over which I had a desire to travel. I decided to
take dancing lessons at a class and paid down £3 as
.feee for a term, I must have taken about six lessons
in thrgeweeks. But it was beyond me t0 achieve
anything like rythmic motion. ' I conld not follow

the piano and hence fomnd it impossible to keep

time. What then was I to do ? The recluse in the
fable kept 2 cat to keep off the rats, and then a cow
to feed the cat with milk, aud a man to. keep the
cow and 80 on. My ambition also grew like the
family of the recluse. 1 thought I should learn to
Play the violin in order to caltivate an ear for
Westen_l music. 8o I invested £3 in a violin and
something more in fees. I songht a third teacher to
give me lessons in eloention and paid him s preli-
minary fee of & guinea. He recommended Bell’s
Btandard Elocutionist as the text-book, which I
pu;cha;{erd. Beélnd I began with a speech of Pitt’s,

, out Mr, the bell i
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1. Secretary’s Report. .
~ 2. Treasurer’s Financial Statement, "~
3. Revision of Rules. oL
4. Electioti of Officials. © - -7 «=
Members are kindly requested’ to attend,
AMOD BAYAT,
President. - -
V. §. C, PATHER, ---
SORABJEE RUSTOMIEE,
Jt. hon, Secretaries,

Durban. T T
‘N.B. Members are requested to pay in

their subscriptions (2s. 6d.) to enable them’
to take part in the meeting, = - - =
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