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INDIAN—*“THE CUCKOO OF SOUTH AFRICA” .

MR. STRACHAN ON THE WAR PATH

R. T. G. STRACHAN, the Labour member

for Maritzburg North, delivered a bitter

A address on the Asiatic question recently at
“Capetown,

In the course-of his address, Mr. Strachan is re-
ported to have eaid, if he had any fault to find with
the Rev. Mr. Andrews it was that, thoagh he depre-
cated the Government’s proposed attitade, he had
nothing to suggest in ita place, except a five years’
truce, and during that time to allow matters to pro-
gress and have a round table conference. There
could be no question that in a matter of that kind
the Imperial Government would step in, and it was
obvious that it would side with the Indian Govern-
ment, and then, he asked, where world South
Africa be? They wonld then have representations
of three peoples, und Soutk Africa would be out-
voted every time,

“The European population of Natal are not pre-
pared %o wait five years or a much less period,” said
Mr. Strachan, “for something to be done to relieve
thera from the encroachment that has been going on
steadily and surely into the economic life of Natal
by the Indians, I want to approach this question
from the standpoint of what it means to the future
generations of South Africa, what it mearie to the
children'coming after us, what it meauns for the pab-
lic health of the Earopean, and what it meana for
European civilisation in South Africa.

"I do not wish to approach it from the ethical
standpoint becanse I would not bavea leg to etand
opon, but I do wish to impress upon this or any
audience that from the economic standpoint some-
thing shonld be done in Natal at all events,”

Seventy Years Ago

Continuing, Mr, Strachan referred to the importa.
tion of Indians for work in the Natal sugar planta.
tions. “It was not the people who brought them,”
8aid the speaker; “the franchige of those days wag
far different to what it wag to-day. The rank and
file of the people of Natal some 70 years ago had no
8ay in the Goverament of that colony, as the People
Dow resident in Natal and Sounth Africa and, I eop-
tend, that the then Government of Natal wag largely
composed of men interested ip the sogar industry in
37}1. and they had it all their OWn way. That,
l“‘ ‘vever, is not the Proper viewpoint to take in thig
wnatter, and I would point ont that it was not the
South African Government that slopped the im.
portation of Indian indentared labour to South
;l")f;—n;m, bot it was the Indian Government itself in

Inducements to Go

"Thirty-two thousmd Indians,” continned My, Strac-

han, “have taken advantage of the Government’s re-
patriation schome, and I would like to see every in-
ducement given to Indians, their wives and families
to shake the dust of South Africa from their feet,
I have advocated that and I intend to advocate it 80
that the coming generations of South Africa, and
Natal may live, be able to live and have their being.
Hower, owing to the unfair, unscrupulons competi-
tion of the Indians, they aré not able to do that to-
day—in Natal at all events. e .

“It may eurprise you to mow that there ara
161,339 Indians in the whole of Soath Africa, apd of
that number there are 141,346 in the Provinee of
Natgl. That does not represent the total number in
Natal; the census of 1921 is not correct by a long
way, because it is the attitude of the Indians to give
as little information as to their numbers for census
purposes. There are 200,000 Indiang in Natal to-
day, and they far out-namber the Euwropeans; there
are five Indian adult males to every three European
adult males. That is a more correct estimate of the
acmallndianpopn]atiduierah]. e e T

“In Durban alone the Indian population own half
& million pounds worth of property. (A voice: “‘Dis.
gracefol”) In face of that it is eaid that the Indian
will not live ap to the European standard of living |
becavse he did not receive enough money, Even if -
given the same money as the European, I quéstion
if the Indian will live up to the same standard, I
would only enable him to save i sore money and
acquire more property, - -, o

Cuckoo of South Africa

“The Ingdian is the :cuckoo of South Africa” -
emphatically declared Mr. Strachan. I do not know
much about bird life but I understand the euckoo
raises its young in the nests of other birds and when
the young become sufficiently strong they oust out
the original owners and altimately kill them, The
Indian is the enckoo of South Africa and he hag got
into the wrong nest, Slowly but surely he is killing
the original owners of this nest. * There can be no

-question about that.”

Continping, Mr. Strachan &ave striking illustra-
tions of Indian penetation in South - Africa,
especially in the' Berea and Maritzburg. Indians
purchased property from white men, and with that
he bad no fault to find. The profiteer took advantage
of the public during the war beriod and he "did not
find fanlt with them, bug he did find fanlt with a
Government that allowed such a condition of affairs
to exist. He pointed out $hat the Indians inade a
practice of purchasing Property in Enropean centres,
The adjoining Droperties depreciated in valye and
the ultimate reeu)t was that the European- clegred

"out and left the district to the Indiang,: ‘While'that,
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wes ‘gradually taking place they had European
children miging with Indian ghildren, and it was
for that reason that he supported the Argas Re-
~ gervation Bill. .
Plight of Small Dealer

I the old days the native trade waa entirely in
the hands of Enropeans in Natal and many a yonng
fellow with little capital conld open a grocery store
and ‘male” § ‘Vety, good ;Iiving  fudeed. Bpah 3
man could get tharried and setfle down and have a
home until the ‘cnckoo’ game slong and pyshed
bim out of the nest. To-day there ig no hope for a
ittle man with a little capitdl who wants to set up
4 little stors. - 1f he does, Booner or later the Indian
will comé along and take the adjoining store, and
the result id inevitable, and thé BEuropean will be
¥rozen out. ’ s

* Tt is true that's good many of the Indians were
born in Bonth Africa and it will not do to have any-
thibhg in the nataré of compulsory repatriation. But,
a8 Dr. Malan mid, In introducing the Aress Re-
servation Bill, no solution will be acceptable to this
country unless it results in a considerable redudtion
of the indiafi population. ‘Without advocating com-
Yrulsory repatriation of Indians I wounild like to make
_thé Indian# position in Natal so unpleasant- that

they would be obligéd in Jarge nnmbers to accept
the generoug repatristion offer of the Government.
T imow that is not acceptable in many quarters here;
T would not he adcepted by the Rev. Mr. Balmforth,
1 avould not dare to-tross swords with bim on the
moral standpoint,” - -
- Continving, Mr, Birachan referred to & speech of
Mr, Tielman Roos, and echoed his #entiments svhen
hre gaid that the people of Natal would only be satis-
fied if the Bill'was placed on the Statute Book this
ayoay;i They were anxious to arvive at the peint
when they wwould -havs reduced the {ndinn populs-
Yion to the dweducible minimam. in his speech
My, Roosireferred 40 the fact that in Natal Indian
elerks swero diotating letters.to European typists, and
ibis comment waa that he wonld prefer teo.eut the
throat of his own daughter rather -than .ehe shomid
have to work tnder.such conditions,

» . Lenkinning Mr,. Strachon asked what (would the

wposttion be in 50 yesss' ime il things were sllowed

4o continue as at present, “Duorban will become one

Jwge Indianibazaar, and jittle Asintic ghildren (the

ydascendants of ¢he origingl indentured Indisne) avill
~he playing around ;the graves of all that remain of
whe.descandants ;pf the pld eugar planters. If ad-
vacoting %8 I .do $he imaking of .conditions so nn-
opleagant for Indians that they swill he obliged to take
advantage of the Government's generons prowisions,

-if thatiis congidered {0 bo racialism, then I have to

.plead _guilty to being a racislist.” . :

.. -‘Fhe Durban Municipality, ssid Mr. Strachan, in

1its. many depariments, provided a Jivelihocd for mo
 fewer-thar' 1,462 persons deseribed a8 dndian em-

.ployees. "The great imajorily were employed at &

-teifling wage; only 23 were in xeceipt of £5 per

.momnth .or more, ‘while .the -bigger mpmber -wero
found to_.be in. peceipt of from 38a. to 41s. Gd. per
sanonth, -while the “lowest: wage of all was Js. per
tanonthb. “How can Enropeauscompéte agninst that,”
tesked Mr. .Btrachan. He further Hdiiited out that
:2,135 Indians were employed in -be' Railway Ad-

ministration: the Cape employed 3} and Natal the
remainder,

“I will conclude,” said Mr. Strachan, “by quoting
what the member for Standerton (General Smats)
gaid daring his tour of Zulanland, “I have nothing
agaipst the Indian or againat apy of the good peoplo
of this earth, but a great task has been committed to
us, a great banner is being carried forward by the
whita peaplp of Bouth Africa, o great topch has

- "been put ia our hands by Providencp. Let np carry
it forward, let ns stabilise the basis of a white
civilieation in this conntry.’” (Applause.)

A general discnssjon followed, and the proceedings
concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr, Struchan,

Notes Ia-nd News

E extend a hearty weleome to Dr. Apdurah-
mou the leader of the Sonth African Indian
- Congress Delegation to Indig, who returned
by the 8.5, Karea last Wednesduy. Dr. Abdurahman
had a great task to perform in Indis and well has
he performed it. He was fearless and fronk in his
speoches aud he has succeeded in awakening the
people in India to their duty to their follow-cquntry-
men in this sub-Continent.” Dr. Abdurnhmun is the
jeader of the colonred people in the Cupe and we
have no doabt they will be plensed to have their
Jeader bank wmongst them.

Dr. Abdurshmsn was reseived at the Durban
Point on bis arrival lnst Wednesday by o large pum-
ber of Indians and wia garlunded on behalf of tho
South Afriean Indisn Congress. In the unfternoon
a muss meeting of Durbon Indiane wus hold nt
Rawal's Bio Hall to weloome Dr. Abdurshman, A
full xeport of the proceadings of the maeting will
appear in our next wook's issne,

On Thursdey the 25th instant Dr., Abdwahmuan
loft for Cupetown yin Johanneshurg vhon 3 hoearty
gend off wae given him by prominont mombers of
the Indian comupunjty, Dr, Abdunrahman waes ac-
companied by Mr. J. M. H. Gool and Mossrs, N. A.
Comay and A. A, Mirm. ’

“'#

The Nationalist organ Dis Burgsr lcarns on tho
best anthority, saya s Rentor's messnge from Cape-
town, that there is not the slightest ground for the
rumour, from Durban, thut the Government has do-
cided to postpone the Asiatic Bill until next yoar in
order to send & doputntion to India to discuss a
scheme for the gradunl ropatrintion of the Indians,
with fair compensation.

' ' b el e

It is reported from Delhi that after negotintions
extending over a poriod of five years on the guostion
of Indian emigration to British Guiana the Legisin-
tive Assembly has approved the emigrution of 500
familios of unskilled lanbourers not exceeding 1500
persons. .

e Ty e S

Welearn from a Router’s mossuge from Delhi that
Mcr. Jinnah bud intended moving in the Assembl}s
strong regolution denling with the Asiutic guestyn
in South Africa bnt being provailed upon by %'
Alexander Muddiman {Lenader of the Assembly) who
-referred to Lord Olivier's conduct in recently with-
-drawing hie motion in the Honse of Lords in view

of the fuct that a Select Committee wus gitting and
hearing witnesses on the Aslatic Bill, Mr. Jinnah
withdrew his motlon boping, however, that in the
~ event of the Asiatie Bill being passed the Govern-
.ment would immasdiately aall a special sossion of the
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Indian Legislature to allow them to express their

{feelings,

Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee, a member of the Sonth
African Depatation, informed Renter that he was
gatisfied that on this important issne the Govern-
ment and nop-officlals saw eye to eye and was

leased that Mr. Jinnah went to the length of asking
or a special session in case the Agiatic Bill was

passed.

Lord Headley and Khwaja Kamaluddin have had

a fuirly busy week in connection with their mission.

They have delivered soveral instructive lectures in

Durban and Districts and Will be the gunests on

Saturday and Sanday of the City Indians. Both the

distinguished visitors sail by the s.a. Kares for

Delagoa Bay. Lord Headley will thence be refurn-

.ing to England and Khwaja Kamaluddin will after
a short tour of the country be returning to Durban.

The Colour-Bar Bill has been defeated in the
Senate by 12 votes to 29.

With this number i8 issned as a supplement the
text of the correspondence between the Union and
Indian Governments regarding the position of In-
dians in South Africa.

ME. STRACHAN'S CANDIPNESS

R. T. G. STRACHAN, labour member of
Maritzburg North, delivered a strung
speech in Capetown in defence of his case

against Indians, Mr, Strachan finds fault with
Mr, -Andrews for deprecating the Government’s
proposed: attitude in connection with the Indian
Question and not suggesting any other remedy.
A man who is intent on committing murder can
only be told not to do it. There can be no other
remedy suggested but to set the victim, free. But,
of course, shat is only on the moral standpoint and
Mvr. Strachan frankly admits that on that he HKas
no ground to stand. He wants to. approach
the question oaly from a material standpoint and
he tries to make the people belisve that his
material standpointis 80 strong that there is no room

for ethical standpoint to come in it at all. The -

teaching of Mr. Strachan’s Bible is apparently qnite
different. to the teaching of the Holy Bible. ‘

Mr. Strachan does not want to accept things as
they have been created by Providence, That In-
dians were brought here 70 years ago is mno fault
of ours, and that they have given their lifs Bood
to0 the development of this country is no goncern
of ours says Mr. Strachan. That Indians should
shake the dustof South Africa from their feet
is all that Mr. Strachan seeks. And .all this
because of the alleged unfair and unscropulous
competition of the Indians.

Mr. Strachan is not prepared to believe the
official figures of the Census Department but
assumes that there are 200,000 Indians in Natal.
He accuses Indians of giving misinformation as. to
their numbers for census purposes. He evidently

forgets that there is the ever vigilent Immigration-

Department that has a record of every Indian and
that every birth is. being registared.
It is said, says Mr, Strachan, that the Indian

will not live up to the European standard of living
because he did not recaivo enough moidy. But
Mr. Strachan is not prepared to “give the Indisn
the sume money as the European because he fears
that the Indian would only save it up und acquire
more property than he at present prssesses. So
the vice of the Indian is that he'possesses the
ability to save his money and not waste it like
jhe European. Aqd yet all the avenumes that
would lead him 1o waste his money-are closed to
him, - - - -
- Mr. Strachan describes the Indian as the cuckoo
of South Africs. The cuckos is, of course,.a beauti-
ful bird and in that sense we oiuld describe Natal
as being the ocuckoo of South. Afriea and Indians
can pride themselves, to a great extent, 'of making
it so. But Mr. Strachan does nof, wish to credit
the Indian with possessing the virtue of the cuckoo
but its vice. Iis vice is.that it goes- into
another’s nest and drives the owner out of it "and
takes possession of it. Now the European came
to this country first and killed out the-original
Native. Then in order to build up his mest so
that it may be beautiful and comfortable he fitvited
the Indian to come and do the hard’ work and .
promised to give him in refurn the same liberty
to live in the nest as he. enjoved - himseif.:
The Indian came and did so and later flourished
by his industry and thrift in his own_Timited
capacity. But the Europran usurper’s purpose
was served and he could no longer. see a
stranger, whown he had once promised to consider -
as one of his own, flourishing in his own nest. He
was instinctively jealous and wanted now to drive
him out as he had driven out on the first
occasion-the original owner of the nest. Now we
would ask Mr. Strachan to think who was the-real *
cuckoo of South Africa. -~ - - .. . Tl
Mr. Strachan has made allegations about Tndians
penetrating in the so-called European loealities and
about Europeans .having had to vacate whole .
districts leaving them to Indians. These are wild"
allegations which have been" repudiated ‘cfficially *
and unofficially sy often that it; is futile ta. diseuss
them here again. R
As to Mr. Strachan’s statement' aboutEtirapean
children mixing with Indian childien, we, would
like Mr. Strachan to quote some instunees of such
mixing and: of the evils resulted thereftom:. within
the last 70 years. We need not quote ibstagces of
the evils that have resulted from the misture. of
Europeans with Natives for there.is .a ‘whole
population standing as proof of it. The position
that has not changed, therefore, after 70 years' will
not necessarily change within another’ 50  years, -
as Mr. Strachan fears, if things. were, allowed. to
remain as they arve. T
We admire Mr. Strachan for being so'candid
about his intention t6 make the conditions so
unpleasant. for Indians that they would ba obliged
to leave the country, but we cunnot sdmire mer
congratafate him for his intention which cai 6n y
be described as totally base and' immor.]’ angd
contrary to all known principles of Christisnity,
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Prayer Day at Kimberley

The Jity Hall of Kimberley (apart from the gal-
lery) was packed on Feb. 23 with Indians and there
were numerous Europeans in the gallery, when a
protest meeting was held against anti-Asiatic legis-
lation. The Chairman, Mr. P. M. Dawson, couched
his speech in a careful language, and he was followed
by the Bishep of Kimberley, the Rev. Mr. Pescod
and the Rev. Mr. Isanca. Wheh two of the European
gpeakers declared that, ghounld the proposed legisla-
tion be passed, they took their stand on the side of
the Indians, they were accorded enthusiastic applause,
and this reached a crescendo when an exceedingly
eloquent speech was made by Mr. McLeod, vice-
president of the African People’s Organisation.

Mr. Dawson gaid that they were aware the|day
was one of humiliation, that that morning they had
offered prayers to God Almighty that the Union
Government might be guided in their activities by a
truly Christian epirit. The object of the Colour
Bar Bill, he stated, was to prevent Indjans and Na-
tives from participating in the benefits of what the
Government called civilised Iabour, thus depriving
many of making an honest livelihcod. They could
not but see with alarm that the Government was
most unreasonably obsessed with prejudice in all
matters concerning them, and withont the least re-
gard for the cause of justice and peace.

Then there was the Ligour Bill. Although the
-object of this Bill was to amend the liquor laws of
the Union, they could not ignore the underlying
principle of the Bill, which was being aimed at the
elimination of the Indian and Native from. being
employed in the various branches of the liquor
trade. If this Bill became law thousands of Indians
who were born in this country would be thrown
out in the streets without any other means of earn-
ing a livelihood. -
The Asiatic Bill

Coming to the Asiatic Bill, Mr. Dawson declared
that the principles of this Bill were compnlsory
segregation of Indiang and their total ruination. In
fact, it was designed to make the lives of the Indian
community in this country such a misery and 8
burden that they would have to leave of their own
accord without compensation. The very people
who were clamouring for this Bill, and wonld im-
pose such restrictions and disabilities, wouid not
tolerate the same treatment for 24 hours, Therefore,
it was not surprising to them that they wore not
prepared tamely- to submit to the humiliation of

- being segregated like so many sheep being driven
into kraals. Yet, in accordance with the Smauts-
Gandhi agreement the Indians were entitled to fair
and just treatment. The Indian commaunity have
gone through eight years of trials and tribulation
and untold sufferings and sacrifice to secare this
agreement, which was called the Smuts-Gandhi
Settlement of 1914. They certainly believed that
there had been a breach of faith. The Government
of Indin itself understood it as implying that no
new law would be passed imposing fresh restrictions
and disabilities on Indians. The settiement would
have no meaning at all if their existing rights conld
be restricted at will by fresh legislalion. The con-
tention of the Government that no breach of faith
was contemplated was beyond the comprehension of
plain men like the speaker, and gtill more incompre-
hensible to men of letters like the Rev. Mr. Andrews
and the Bisbop of Pretoria.

“We are harmless law-abiding people,” he de-
clared, and: we vealise that we are bound to abide by
the laws of the country in which we live, but we
can only do that so long as those laws are in con-
formity with justice and. equity. We cannot sub-
mit o humilisting differential treatment without
losing our self-respect and munhood,

Imperial Government’s Responsibility

“If the Government has any sincere desire to
settle this thorny questian amicably, it cannot do
better than have a round-table conference on the
lines suggested by the Colonial Secretary of the late
Labour Government. In this connection the Im-
perial Government is not withont responsibility,
seeing that it has left us soverely alone to the tender
mercies of the Union Government. I have always
been taught to believe and rely npon the traditional
British justice and fair play, but at times like this
the very indifference of the British people makes ns
wonder whether it is not after all a myth. Of
course, there are exceptions. The very fact of hav-
ing these gentlemen in our midst proves that onr
claims for fair dealing are just, and have therefore
some staunch sapport. It ig8 also said that justice
and truth must prevail in the end. 1 sincerely hope
that such will be the case in thia instance, even bt
the eleventh hour.”

The following resolution of prayer was then
propoged by the Chairman, all present standinyg :—

“Phis mass meeting of rosident Indians of Kim-
berley and district bescechea Almighty God to pro-
tect the South African Indian community in this
bour of their greatest difficulty and danger, and
prays that He may in His mercy move the hearts of
the rulers of this country to sympathy and justice,”

Bishop of Kimberiey

“I pelieve,” said the Bishop of Kimberly, “that
there is no sacvifice which the Governmont hus not
the right to ask from its snubjects. I believo that we
ought to be prepared to offer onr lives, onr land, and
ourselves for our country, and it is because we
ought to be prepared to make 8o great a anorifice
that I believe no Government has the right to do-
mand it unless the canse is sulciently great.”

He quite agreed that it would be convenicnt Lo
build up localities in which different nationalities
conld dwell, and one might say after this that oach
of these peoples had their wuys wnd mannoers and
custons, and wonld be happier by thewsolves. Theoy
must remember, howevar, that the disadvantace of
this was that people who lived upart were very apt
to hate one another. The couniry could not be
really prosperous by mutual hatred of people. Segre-
gation might be quite & good thing, But it must be
considered on its merits. He was spenking becanse
he felt there might come a dny when people might
want to segremate the Iinglish. Referring to the
British Government, and the point of responsibility
raised by the Chairman, his Lordship pointod out
that it did not interfere in any South Alricau affairs.

Aftor dealing brielly with somo of the proposals
in tho legislation before Parliamont, the Bishop said
the Iudians had been enconrayed und asked io come
te South Afries, nnd to-day thers were in the coun-
try the grand-children of tlose people. Snddenly
they were told, * Come on und get out” “ My
belief,” he said, * is that that is unjust. (Applunse).
He folt, as the Chairman had shown, thut there wus
o systematic series of Bills and that the one parti-
calar Bill was harilly brooght forward by mistake.

Not Christianity

He felt that the proposod lugislation was not
Chvistianity, and ho wng speaking not asn politician,
bat as a Christian. (Hear; hear). * [ don't bolieve,”
he declared,  there is any record of any nation in
the world which hag taken this line that has not
come to grief.” (Hear, hear), ITis Lovdship referrad
at somo longth to tho cases of Euypt and Russia,
Ho considered that there was sminething in what
was proposed that was nujust, that it wis oppresdiot,
and had something in it which was immoral and
wrong. (Applause). .

“If the legislation,” sud Mr. Pesco:l, which ie
now before the Asarmbly is passed, thon I tuko Wy
stand by the side of the people which are unpredasd,”
(Applause,) Colour was u mutter of indilference to
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him. The Indian people were British sobjects, and
as such they had to bear responsibilities. The_re was
taxation, and he was proud, too, to say that in th.e
Great War their Indian citizens were not one whit
behind any of the great Dominions, (Loud applause.)

Some time back the commission preaid.ed over hy
Sir John Lange had found that the qnestion of In-
dian trade competiton had been exaguerated. (Hear.
hear.) The speaker took his stand on the moral
question, and he wag gure that no thinking man would
have two opinions. On the moral side he could not
and he dare not sapport the proposals. He fou.nd
that there were 70.000 people to whom South Africa
was their home. They were entitled to the privileges
of citizenship, and he fonnd that in this proposed
legislation they (the white people) had not one leg
to stand on. .

The Case of Russia

Mr. Isaacs, in a powerful speech, dealt at length
with the persecation of the Jews in the_ past. He
declared that if the Bill they were discussing became
law, what had happened to the Russian Jews :.and
the people of Rossiz wounld happen to Scuth ét‘.nca.
(Hcar, hear.) “The policy,” he concluded, “is an
immoral one. It will not be just, and I as a Jew
stand by yoor side.” (Loud applause.)

Mr. McLeod said it had been stated the Indians

‘were 10 good to the counfry, since all their money
went to India, but if they visited a bioscope they
found “ For Europeans only,” so the Indian could
not spend his money there. (Langhter and loud
applause.) There were thonsands of people buried
under the British flag, and he felt that these people
had done right in upholding the British Empire,
and the Empire would not be playing the game if it
did not stand by then.
“When you start with the Indians” he said,
remember what Napoleon siid, ‘Don't wake up
that monster of the East, the Chinaman,’ and there
are 420 millions of them.”” The Rev. Mr. Andrews
had warned the Government not to think of the few
thousand Indians in this country; there were 320
millions behind thers.

Mr. McLeod then seconded a resolution of protest
against the Colour Bar, Liguor and Asiatic Bills,
proposed by Mr. T. V. R. Pillay, and they were
supported by numerous other speakers.—7The Dia-
nmondfield Advertiser, :
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The latest development in the politieal situation
in Egypt ie quite promising of a better futare for
the constitutional Government of that country, Since
Nashaat Pasha is no longer the shadow behind the
Egyptian Throne and the arrival of Lord Lloyd the
Euglish High Commissioner on the Bcene, there
appears to be a better atmosphere in ¥gypt and this
ig evident from recent events. The Senators held 2
meating to urge upon the Government to discontinue
. its present nnconstitutional policy especially in its

-attempt to put into force the new electoral law, and
to call on Tiwar Pasha that if it was impossible for
him to revive the dissolved Cbamber, he ought to
arrange for immediate holding of new elections,
under an electoral law passed in accordance with the
constitution. They obviously referred to the law
passed during the Wafd regime.

As the arrangements for the Opposition Congress
proceeded, the chief topic of discnssion among the
public was the question as to what action the Gov-
ernment were going to tuke in regard to it. 'The
Government at first contemplated some action but
fventunlly declded not to-take any, and to leave thy

’

responsibility to the organisera for the conduct of
the meeting, :
Tiwar Pasha meantime enquired of the Senators,
while defendirig his administration, as to what
electorzl laws they had referred. They then replied
that it was to the law passed under the Zaghlal re-
gime in 1924, Tiwar Pasha then met a deputation
of the Senators and told them that he was prepared

" to carry out the elections munder the Zaghlul laws

which provided for male suffrage not e_xcluding
illiterate males. And again Tiwar later informed
the Press that he had suspended the electoral law
that his Cabinet had passed in December and was
putting into operation the Zaghln! electoral law as
he was anxious to haaten the return {o constitntional -
government and for conciliation with the opposition
parties. .

The Opposition Congress was held on the 19th
February. Zaghlul Pasha . presided supported en
either side by former Prime Ministers Eghen Pasha
and Serwat Pasha, There were over 1200 delegates
present representing the three opposition parties.
The Senators also were present, Zaghlul in opening
the Congress, admitted. that the eleventh hour deci- |
sion of Tiwar had wupset his programe. He con-
demned the acts of the present Government and
asked the members of the opposition parties to take .
part in the coming elections under the old electoral -
law, and called upon the people of Egypt to help:
the speedy return to constitutional life. There was
some discussion whether it wonld not be preferable
for the dissolved Chamber to be revived than for
new eleetions to take place and on Zaghlul again
addressing them they decided to take part in the new -
elections. The meeting was quite orderly. There
were no incidents in the streets and the-police in no-
way interfered. *Most of the students were on the
other side of the Nile watching a football match be-
tween the Turks and Egyptians in which the Turks
were defeated by3—0. S e

In the House of Commons 8 question was raised
as to the present position of the Indians.in South
Africa in view of the proposed legislation: there.
The usnal Ministerial reply was given that the In- .
dian Government were negotiating with the Union
Government. Yesterday in the House of Lords the
ex-Secretary of State for India in the laboar govern-
ment sympathetically raised the question, and the
present Secretary of State for India Lord Birken-
head replied, a report of which from The Zsmes
‘will be reproduced next week. C

Indians in South Africa will be sorry to hear that
Mahatma Gandhi is sick again. He wss prevailed

- apon to take quinine, The doctors are in consulta- o

tion over him, to ascertain whether he is suffering
from malaria or from some complications, :

Mr. Ben Spoor a prominent Labour member of
Parliament who has from time to time espoused
the cause of Indians has been asked to resign from
the Independent Labonr Party becanse he has ad-
vocated that the Labour Party shonld coalesce rwith: -
the Liberals whenever they were agreed on any |
sabject,  This the Labour Executive hold is against .
their policy as they do not wish for a coalition be-
tween the Labour and the Liberals. ;

There have beer. 80 many revelations of short
weight and short measure in the sale of foodstunffs
that they bave aroused the country, and there are
indications that a bill will be introduced for the
purpose of regulating the questions involved, and
the provisione of such a bill will among other things
make the giving of short weight and short measure,
and the oral or written misrepresentations- in regard
to weight and measnre pensl,

VI_OLINS REPAIRED by an Expert. Bows re-
paired for 3/6 each. PERCY W. Brook, 91, Field

Btreet, Globe Buildings, Upstaird nexi to " Natal
frdveriisay et _e Neta




