sndian

@pinion

v

No. 12-=Vol, XXI1V.

Friday, March rgth, 1926.

Registored at the G.P.O. #s 2 Nawspaper
Prick Fourrxwcn

il
AN INTERESTING BLUE BOOK

« JIT wantsa @Q person to adequately praise the
}] * magnificent_servicesrendered by Mr. C. F.

v “Andrews to the Indian community. He came
as a torch bearer to this country and from the mo-
ment he landed he has set to his unenviable task.
He has been able to do what no European or Indian
hus done. He found the country in darkness. '.1‘h0
people were totally ignorant of the Asiatic question.
He found that many had not studied nor even read
the Asiatic Bill; and yet they were just blindly
following the cry of the selfish anti-Asiatics and
being misguided by the misleading headlines of the
papers that supported them. .

Ever since his arrival Mr. Andrews has been
working incessantly., He is an early riser and from:
the moment he rises his work begins and it goes on
until he retires, scarcely ever before midnight, and
then it does not actually cease for Mr. Andrews’
mind works a8 vigorously if not more than his hand,
88 he is absorbed in thinking untl he actually
fails asleop.

Thus Mr. Andrews has succeeded in enlightening
the Church and the thinking section of the people
of South Africa to the real gituation, to the pledges
given over and over again by the South African
Government and how they were now prepared to
flagrantly break those pledges and to do a grave
injustice to, by no means, an unimportant section of
the Union's population. That his effortsa have rot
been fruitless has been amply proved by the fact
that the Cathedral was offered by Dean Dulmer of
Johannesburg to advocate the cause of Indians and
by the outspokenness of the Bishop of Pretoria and
the Bishop of Natal on the Indian question,

Although Mr. Andrews cannot be said to be en-

"joying good health physically one is raally amazed
to see the inexhaustible energy with which he does
his work, .

The latest and most useful sorvice Mr. Andrews
has rondered to the country is that he has.plaged
before the country in the form of a Blue Book a
record of invaluable documents relating to the
Asiatic Bill and the alleged breach of faith, Thia
is a bare record of facts collected together after very
ozrefnl and deep research and study, and in order
it the mind of the public may not be prejudiced
Mr. Andrews has refrained from making any com-
ments whatsoever, leaving it to the thoughtful reader
to judge with his own intelligence and sepge of
justice the merits and demerits of the case, The
Indian community can never be sufficietly thankful
to Mr. Andrews for what he has done for them,

We give below a review of this interesting Blue
Book written by “BR.” in the Cape Argus dateq
March 8§ :— o '

To those who are not thoroughly acquainted with
the Asiatio problem in this country and the’ pro-
posed legislation to cope with i, I can whole¥
heartedly recommend this elear and concise pamph-
let, entitled “Documents relating to the New Asiatio
Bill” obtainable for 1s. from all booksellers. ?dr
C. F. Andrews has no foreword, uor doés he give
his own convictions. He is confident that anyone-
who carefully examines the facts he has so carefnlly
and honestly collated, will have his sense of justice
stirred as his own has been.

- The first ten pages give the full text of the Areas
Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Fur- - |
ther Provision) Bill. Suddenly in Section 10 ome .
becomes aware that for all the easy circamlocation ;
of legal terminology, something startling. is pro=:-
posed——this is the thirty mile coast belt in Natal
within which it is proposed to confine the Indian
population. For the convenience of the reader
there follow four pages of parallel .colnmns giving
the various olauges as at present existing in the 1913
Immigrants’ Regulation Act, and alongside the pro-
posed alterations, additions and deletions which will
come into force with the passing of the proposed
new Bill. Then follow twenty pages divided imto
Appendices A, B,C,D, Eand F. - o

To those who are not au fail with the -préposed
legislation, I confidently recommend the- study of
these twenty pages before the sections of the Act
are examined. ‘

Dr. Malan’s speech last July is given in full, This
apeech preceded the motion for leave to introduce
theBiIl,whiehwasputandagreedto. . -

There follows after this the correspondence be-
tween General Smuts and Mr. Gandhi, which consti--
tated the Smuts-Gandhi sgreement of 1914 Ap-
pendix F contaips a third letter of Mr. Gandhi’s
which has often been quoted and used a8 being part
of the agreement. This is a most essential “doen- -
ment, but by what carelessness or Jlnscrapnlonsness
it has been identified with the Smuts-Gandhi agree- -
ment it is difficult to understand. The wording of
the whole letter males it patent to any honest n-.
telligence that this letter, written a week after the
agreement was signed, is merely % quick summary
of Mr. Gandhi's attitnde towards the “Gold Law and
Townships Amendment Act,” and his remarks on
the vexed question of vested rights apply only to
their application in connection with this particular
Bill, and that they in no way affect or bear npon..
the principles affirmed in the agreement, which
deals with a different situation and different facts,

So we find as the kernel of the Smauts-Gandhj
agreement an “agsurance that the existing laws, es- -
pscially affeciting Indians, will he adminigtered, with,
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dug regard to the vested rights” ng defined in that
agreament, :
In p further sppendix, which gontains General
Smuts's speech at the Imperlal Way Cabingt in 1917,
1 was struck by this definite pronoyncerent : “The
" fear which formerly oppressed the settlers (i.e.,
Natal) hag been removed; the great principle of res-
tricting immigration, for which they have contended,
is on our Statute Book with the consent of the In-
dian populatioy in South Africn and the Indian
authorities in Indla; nnd, that belng 40, § think the
door is open now for a peaceful and statesmanlike
salgtiop af all the miner - adipipistrative tyoubles
whighk hava occurred and will ocaur from time to
time. . I, for ope, do not congiden that amangst the
multitndinons problems which oconfront na in our
couniry the guestion of India will trouble ws much
in the futnre,” -In a later speech in Durban in
Auguet, 1919, General 8muta stated : “Thera was 8
great feeling in Eogland in favour of India's aspira-
tjons . With the improvement of the status of India
the - postiion of Indisns in other places will be
hetter.” :
Appendix D consists of extremely relevant lotters
bearing on the Indian question, which date back as
- esrly'as 1950. Tt beoomes apparent that 1t was the
 noed of the settlers in Natal that first soughi the
preaenoe of the Indian in Africa, and finally the
preapect of cheap mine labour that was behind the
movement to indace bim to come to the Rand. In
this connection there is a oharacteristically emphatio
despatch from Lord Cuarzoh, 1904, the Viceroy of
India. "He (Lord Milner) regurds it as deeply to
badeplared that the Governiment of India shonld re-
fuse to permit-ita subjects of thé labouring class to

come to this country.” The fact is that we are not.

in the least anxious for Indians to go to the Trans-
wvaal st all. The relief thereby given to our Indian
problam is infinitesimal, and we only lay up for our-
selves a orop of trouble in the future. Outside the
- Government of India itself, where the Imperial
_sentiment is strong, I know of no class, community,
or individual in India who wants the Indlan to have
anything to do with the Transvaal. The bijter
example of Natal is before them, ” Most instrnctive,
too, is & long extract from the Report of the Econo-
mie Jemmission, 1914, and the evidence given by
Sir. Benjamin Robertson before the Lange Com-
mission on the Government of India's position, to-
gother with Lord Reading's apeech of December 26
last year, - b ‘ '

Mr. Andrews has presented facts relative to the
problem in a cledar and falr-minded 'snm_mnry. Not
only s the study of 'this pamphlet a happy intel-
leotual exercise, it is to the true South African a

duty which he should not ignore. Far hehind the

present -day problems looms the overwhelming
danger of a cleavage between East and West, Al-
ready the Cdlifornian attitude towards the yellow
races, dnd the' Bouth African attitnde towards the
Indian reces, “are indications of the enormons
dangers that await the siatesmen of the future. It
western and white civilisation is to be preserved,
without the appalling cataclysm of a confiict be-
tween East and West, it 18 well that the less en-
lightoned eastern political mind should not have the

goeds of susplcion und distrust scattered indiscrimi. °

INDIAN OPINION

nately in its growing conatitntion. Ignorance and
selfishness may prevent juet solutions; they may
give a tamporary sense of securily; bap they will
leavea ghastly legacy for futore generations.

This pamphlet helps a clear mind to form a just
estimate of the problem which so vitally coucerns

~ mot anly South Africa’s pregent, bat jta futare, and

the fatare of the Commonwealth of Nations on
whose prosperity that of white Sounth Africa must
inovitably depend.

T ———— ———

Notes and News . :;‘j

HE South African Indian Congress Executive
met lost Monduy at Durban to dispuss the
form in which evidence should be given be-

fors the Seleot Committee on the Asiatic Bill

Transvaal wiak pepresentod by Messrs. A. A. Mirsa

and N. A. Camay and the Oape by Mr. Chelty of

East Londow, It was decidod that a written state- -
ment be submitted to the Select Commitiee,

T p———

Dr. Abdurahman the leader of the Cangross Depu-
tation to India who ig retnrning by the s.s. Aares
has at the special request made by the general
Secretary of the 8,A.1.C., consented to land at Dur-
ban on the 24th instant when 3 mnss meeting of the -
Gongreps will be held at the Rawat’s Bio Hall to
welcome him,

TR Wy

An ouispoken Lenten adilrest wes ddlivered st
Potchefptroom vecently by the Rev. Noel Roberis,
M.C., vicar of 8t Mary’a, The prencher emphasised
the dangers of present day conditions. "A cdecade
ago,” he is reported to have suid, “many men and
women were afraid of the sin of being found' out,
bunt to-day even that fear iz disappearing.” Mr,
Rabers thought that the time wau approaching when
a cal] wonld have to be made on the liucs of thauy
addressed to the vise-ridden oity of Corinth by St
Panl, and when people would have t9 be miked to
separato themselves from practices which were
opposed to the spivlt of Ohristlanity. Christinnity
to-dey was practised really by few only, and its
enanies were becoming bolder every yeur. Mr.
Robertp went on to speak of the evile ariging from
dancing, quite agn innocent smosement in itsalf, if
under proper control; nnchaperoned motor car rides;
patronage of sexnnl and sensationn! bicscope filpe;
and the reading of unclean literatare.

An Anti-Asiatic Lengne was formed in Ventors-
dorp on Maroh 3. At 8 muss meeting on that date
it is reported to have been resclved :—

“This meeting of inhahitants of Ventersdorp snd
district requesty the Minister of tho Interior to make
the Olass Areas Bill Iaw during the present acssion
but that tho Bill be altered so that all Asiatics who
came into this conntry after 1914 be repatriated in
acoordance with the Guudhi-3muts ogresment; and

that the ramainder be put in bazapys in, terms of the
Aect of 1885,”

—_— 3

The Potchefstroom Municipality has received th;\
following roply to a reqnest made by them to the
Minister of the Interior of thelr strong desire to send
delogatea to give evidonoo before the Beleot Oom-
mittee on the Asiatio Bill ;—

Regret the time 1imit at the disposal of the Select
Committee is too short to allow of evidence being
heard on conditions obtaining in any particular
unicipality. Only evidenee from corporations and
associationd ime wiher bodles typically representative
of interests us a whole for and against the yenerul
principles of the 'Bill'is‘taken,” . <«
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fur Newecastle eorrespondent writes :—-

At the requisition of u few.mumi)era of the In-
dinn eommnnity, the leading lights a:saemblcd at the
residence of Mr. 1, M. Mathir to decide upon a long
felt want in the political life of the community.
Mr. Ismail B. Vawda was provisionaliy elected to
the Chair and Mr, A, M. Ephraim at:.ted as Secrelary
pro tem. After the Chairman explained the purpose
of the meeting. the following officials were unani-
mously eclected : Chairman Mr. Ismail S. Vawda,
Hon. Treas. Mr. Ismail AL Mathir, Hon. Secty. Mr.
A. M. Ephraim to constitutd with an enrolment._ of
membera the Nowcastle Branch of the Natal Indian
Congresd. It was unanimously decided that at the
next meeting, the constitntion and rules and regula-
ktions of the present body be adopted.

..l.‘
The Asiatic Bill -

Likelihood of Postponement

There is pome doubt whether the Select Comu_ﬁb-
ice on Lhe Asistic Bill, which Is at present working
at high pressare, will be able to present its report to
the Agsombly by April 1 as instructed by the order
of the Ilouse, says the Capetown political corres-
pondent of the Aand Daily Mail.

Most of the evidence submitted to date has been
given by Indians, includivg the official representa-
tives of the Government of India; and rebutting
ovidence has still to be bheard before the committee
can draft its report.

The testimony of the Indians, it is understood,
bas been of a highly important and particularly
eonvineing character, and has withstood the search-
ing analysis of cross-exsmination.

1ts effoct on the committes has been to modify
considerably many preconceived notions: regarding
the real extent of the Asiatic menaoce,

Replying to the Rev. W, Wilkinson Rider (8.A.P,,
Lsst London) in the House recontly, Dr. D. F.
Malan, Minister of the Interior, showed that 29,725
Asiatics bad left the Union since 1914 under the
schome of voluntary repatriation, whick is not re-
garded with much favour by the Indian Govern-
ment.

It i8 being borne in on the minda of the many
members of Parliament, that if some aystem of re-
patriation that had the goodwill of the Indian Gov-
ernment were devised by mutual agreement, the
rate of repatriation would be materially accelerated.

The evidence given by the Indians before the
Select Committee i8 believed to have greatly
stremgthened this convietion. They have, it is

. stuted, succeeded in proving that the Asiatic menace
is to-day much leas than it was before the South
African war, that there are, in- fact, fewor Indians
in the Transvaal at the present time than ten years
ago, and that in towns like Maritzburg and Dnndeo,
in Natal, where the Asiatic trading shoe wus comp-
Inonly believed to pinch the hardest, there were less
than half-a-dozen shops inSthe principal streets, and
in the Natal capital only one shop.

There is, therefore, a disposition to believe that
tl_m whole problemn can be solved, and the apprehen-
gtons of white South Africa removed on the basis of

mpromise acceptable alike to Indiang and Enrg-
. fpeans.  Sach a compromise, it ia believed by com-
- pelent authorities, would be tuking the form of post-
poning further congideration of the Asiatic Bill for
another year withont necessurily sarrendering any
principle already enunciated, :
Meanwhile, a deputation from South Afriea
uhm_lld visit India in the same friendly spirit as the

Indian deputation has visited South Afries, and

thiat after that a scheine of repatriation can be draft

ed with the goodwill and active co-operation of the

Government of India, which will sosure the returp

to India of ut least all India-born subjouta,

¢

This wonld be but one step further than waa
suggested in the official correspondence hetween the
Union and Indian Governments recently published,
and is believed in well-informed quarters to offer
the basis of the compromise. If carried ondt, it would
ultimately resolt in leaving a residue only of ‘the
present Asiatic population of betweon 60,000 and
90,000) Indians, most of them South Afriean-born
subjects, who could scarcely be regarded as in-_an_y
sense a danger to European supremacy, though it ig
a golution that would doubtleas be resisted by the
Arab trading class of Indian. T e

It is on such lines a8 these that the Seleet Com-
mittee is expected to draw up its recommendations.

Khwaié Kamaluddin and Lord
Headley.

Ehwaja Kumalnddin and Lord Headley the two -
distingnished visttors from Europe who are at pre-
sent touring the Union arrived last Sunday after-
noon at Durban accompanied by Mr. J. M. H. Gool
of Capetown. They were met by a huge concourse
of Indians at the Central Station and were taked in
a carriage drawn by four gray horses to the Albert -
Park, the crowd following, where the guests were
formally welcomed. Khwaja Kanmlnddin and Lord
Headley thanked the gathering and made -eloguent
speeches on their mission. ORI L

The visitors are the gnests of Mr. E. M. Paruk, -

Lord Headly, we understand, will be leaving for
England in the beginning of April while Khwaja
Kamaladdin will prolong his stay in this Colony!

A receptien meeting in honour of the distinguish-
ed visitors will be held at the Durban Town Hall on
Saturday the 20th instant, " . - R -

Visit to Verulam . ..

Al Haj Khwaja Tumaladdin and Lord ‘Headley
visited Verulam last Tnesday. A 'meeting ' wag
held in the Town Hall, The halF was not Iarge
enough to hoid the gathering, whick incladed not
only Indian Moslems but Hindeos and Natives to-
gether with a number of Europeans, & foew of whom
were ladies. The meeting was under ‘the auspices
of the Verulam Youug Moslem Bociety, and pregided
over by the Molvi Fazlehaque, who on behalf of the
gathering welcomed the two distingnishet visjtors
I an appropriate address, and garlanded them. < -

On behalf of the young Moslem Society Mr.
Kathrada read and presented to Lord ‘Headley and
Khwaja Kamaluddin framed address on ve}lhni’.’*" ;

oy, Lo

Mr. Gandhi’s Statement On''
Smuts-Gandhi Agreémeng’
Mr. Gandhi has addressed the: following statomiert
regarding the Smuts-Gandhi agresment- of 1914 to
the papers in Indig ;—m = e ey
~ "Mr. Andrews has sent me g cahle tnviting ‘thd' to
make 4 statement on the Smuts-Gundhi Aprebment
of 1814, as it has given rise to a controversy in
South Africa. T observe too that two Sonth Africans
divines have sapportod my contention. = - - 4
Let it be remombered that the agreemernit ig &
maater of record. It closed a struggle thas Had
!asled for close on eight years, and covered' many
intermediate and interlocutory arrangements’ and
Agreements. Let it be also noted that the Govern-

men: ofIIndia vivaa oot wneoncerned with the

ment. It snpplemented the Indian Reliof Memaac
that was almost simnltuneonsly passed, 'Meas:ut.'g
As ia common in all snch arrangements, the eopt
resnondence hotween tho parties is previousty goen
and approved by them. So wes this correspondence
1}1ut.nally secn and aceepted. My lettar to General
bmglta refers to the disabilities not covered by the
Relief Act und éxpressos the hope thut even those

caMo
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disabilities which were not then dealt with would
be removed in course of time,
It is not to be supposed that after eight years of

solid snffering Indian settlers were satisfied with an _

arrangement that might lead not to further amelio-
ration of their status but to their further degrada-
tion ultimately resulting in extinction. But I do
not wish to labour the point. There is the Indian
offer—to go to arbitration. on the point. Let the
Government of India ascertain for themselves the
meaning of the agreemmt and invite the Union
Government to accept the principle of arbitration.

It i not for the first time that the Sonth African
Ministers have repudiated arrangements and pro-
mises made by themselves, They repudiated the
promise made to Mr. Gokhale about the £3 tax
which as a point of honour was added to the objects
of the Passive Resistance struggle and which ulti-
mately the Union Government had to repeal. So it
jsan old trick now repeated. It is a matter of
honour for India to insist upon the fulfilment of
the agreement of 1914.

The Natal Provincial Council

The third session of the fifth Provincial Coupeil
of Natal opened in Maritzburg last Tuesday. This
i8 the last session of the present Council. Among
the important ordinances introduced are the mew
Townships Ordinance, the Motor-car Ordinance and
8 new Education Ordinance,

In the eourse of his opening speech the Adminis-
trator referred as follows to the Townships Law ;:—

Daring the last session of the Council an Ordi-
nance was introduced to consolidate and amend the
various laws relating to local townships, It was re-
ferred to a Select Committee, whosa deliberations
were not completed when the Council was pro-
rogued. A new Ordinance has been drafted, which
includes amendments suggested in Committes,

Our original Township Law dates back 45 years,
and was passed at a time when the conditions of
local government were very different from what
they are to-day. It is generally recognised that there
is urgent need for the amendment and consolidation
of the existing laws,

The legality of the Natal Ordinance No. 7, 1923,
under which Public Health Committees were consti-
tuted in areas adjoining the Borough of Durban, was
challenged in the Natal Division of the Supreme
© Court, on the ground that it was not competent for
the Provincial Council to ennct snch legislation.
The Court npheld this contention and the Ordinance
was deolared to ba ullra vires. An appeal was lodged
against this decision, and in the month of November
last the Appellate Court decided that the validity of
the Ordinance could not be maintained, but on dif-
ferent grounds to those on which the Judges of the
Natal Court had based their decision.
~ The result of this litigation has been to annul tho
Ordinance of 1923 and subsequent amendments, and
to render powerless the position of the Local Health
Committees. In order to bridge over the interval
wmtil such time as Parliament adjasted the position
by legislation, the Governor-General-in-Couancil ap-
pointed me, as Administrator, to be the authority to
administer the provisions of the Pablic Health Act.
in the areas in question. An Act of the Union Par-
Jiament has now been promalgated which amends
Section J of the South Afries Act, 1909, by extend-
ing the powers of the Provineial Couneil to establish
bodies for public health and local government pur-
poses. It also validates acts done by the Committee
under the Ordinances and by persons in good faith
under the authority of such Committees or by rega-
lations frumed under the Ordinance. All rates or
churges imposed by the Committecs are declared to
have been lawfully jmposed, and amounts remaining

unpaid to be debta doe to the Adbinistrator. This
legislation does not validate the Provincial Ordi-
nance, and as regards the Committees it operates
only as an indemnity., It became necessary, there-
fore to recast the Ordinance and introdace it afresh,
A fow weoks ago [ invited the members of the
various Health Committees to meet me in consulta-
tion with members of the Execntive Committee, for
the purpose of discnssing the wyeneral sitoation
arising out of the decision of the Sapreme Court and
the consequent legislation of the Union Parliument.
The provisions of the new Draft Ordinance were
discussed in detail, and every opportunity was

afforded those present to bring forward points for .

consideration. The Ordinance has been prepared in
a form which it is thonght will serve the needs.a}
the particular areas from the point of view of publig
health, as well ag from the ordinary aspects of local
government.

It is unfortunate that the present position shonld
have arisen. The work of the Committee was well
in operation, and with every prospect of successfnl
administration when this bolt from the blne camo.
upon us. However catvefully our lesislation is
scrutinised, there is always the possibility that we
may unwittingly exceed our powers,"a dillcnlty
which cannot arise in the case of the Union Parlia-
ment, which possesses the full levislative powel of
the whole Union.

The Townships Draft Ordinance and tho Motor
Tratlic Ordinance passed through their second reml-
ing last Wednesday and have been referrod to a
Select Committee,

Indians in Natal

Consequences of Indenture

I1l.—A SUGGENTION
{ From a Natal Correspondent to the “Cape Timos”

In insisting on the promises wmade to the in-
dentured Indians when thoy were bronzht to Natal
as an essentinl part of the caso for more fuvonrble
troatment of Tudiana in this country, -the advocntes
of the Indians have presontod South Afrien with n
weapon which may be very useful if judiciously
employed. They have jnstified ne in making dis-
crimination between those Indians who, in their
own persons or by inheritance, nre entitled to any
benefit that may be held to acerue from such pro-
miees and other Invlians who cime to Natal uninvitod,
or are desconded from thoss who came nainvited.

An anawer to the Indian caso ns a wholo on this
point—on argument which the wdvoentes of the
Indians have never yet met snquarely—is that both
classes of immigrants came under Britisii protection.
But for tha “lax Britannica” there would huve
been no poseibility of either Madrasi coolies ot
Bombay tradera settling in Natal. 1If all the Earo-
peans left the country to-morrow, the Nutives wonld
relapse speedily into barburism, and he would be an
extremely rash man who would insnre the life of
any Indian remaining in the conntry, unless as tho
slave of 2 Native chief.

Line of Demarcation

Waiving that argunient, however, but wuhmi‘
prejudice to the general case, why should not Sonth
Africa accept the principle of discrimination thns
indicated? * It corresponds, as those who have read
the preceding articles muat realise, with the line of
demarcation betwoen those classes of Indians which
are less objactionable in the eyes of the Nutal ex-
tremists. A wmore important point, cxcept to the
ephemeral politiciun, i3 that it correspomds, roupghly
at least, to the line of divisinn between those who
regard themselves us Bouth  African Indinng, Sonth
Africans by nationulity, awd those who vegard them-
selves merely as Indiaus exiled in South Africa for

AL
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the time being. It means sdliserimination nof aga_inst
Indians as Indians, bat in favour of Sonth A_.fnean
Indians as South Africans. It even gives Indians of
South African birth a privileged position as com-
pared with other Asiatics who happen to be resident
in Soath Africa.

It is not suggested that the privileges of Indians
descended from the indentured labourers should be
increased. On the contrary, sach enactments as the
Natal Townships Ordinance should stand for the
time. being at least. Buat in imposing new res-
trictions special consideration shonld be shown to
those sections of the Indian community in South
Africa who claim the benefit of the promises madse,
or alleged to have been made, to the indentared
Yshonrers. In practice this wonld mean that special
rljisideration wonld be shown to those among the
. Mdian community who, so far as they are politically
minrled at all, are content to regard themselves as
S8onth Africans aud to contemplate the prospect of
their descendants working out their destiny in South

Afrira.
A Three-feld Method

The suggestion to which this article is directed ia
threefold. Firstly : No fresh transfer of land to an
Asintic shonld be recognised unless it can be proved
that the transaction isa bona fide purchass by an
ex-indentured Indian or the descendant of one:
evagion shonld be penalised by the confiscation of
the land. Secondly: Similar conditions should
apply to the granting of new trading licences, but
not to the renewal or transfer of existing licences.
Thirdly : It should be at once established in
principle, 6o far as the present can bind the fature,
that in any revision of the franchise laws, national
or municipal, the same principle of discrimination
will be applied,

Even in these democratic days the connection be-
tween land ownership—"a stake in the country”
—and the suffrage has some validity. India has
acquiesced in the restriction of further immigration
into South Africa, the underlying prineciple of
which is that 8 State is entitled to determine the
character of its own population and exclude immi-
grants of npassimilable types, It is a ressonable
corollary that she should be asked to recognise that
where unassimilable alien elements are present in
considerable strength—as they are in the Nata] Pro-
vinee of South Africa, but not in other Dominions
~~they should be dented such an influence on the
destinies of the country as is implied in the po-
sesgion of the vote or an unrestricted right to the
ownership of Jand. India feels, however—whether
reasonably or otherwise need not be argued here
—that this involves a “breach of faith” towards
those who came, or whose progenitors came, to
Nata! at the invitation of the Government and
people of Natal under certain expressed or implied

tonditions.  Without admitting or denying the’

soundness of that view, it may be admitted that on
sther grounds the section of the Indian community
1 South Africa to which this applies is deserving of
nore congideration than other sections,

Differentiation

. The special merit claimed for this proposal is that
t «@= not involve discrimination against anyone
16foly on the gronnd that he is an Indian, It
reates a system of differentiation in favonr of cer.
in groups on the ground that they can be regarded
1 t_he mass a8 being good South Africans : a tepm
*hich certainly cannot be applied generally to the

~one in Sonth Africa and one in India,

% If this nolution of the problem of the
e sdopled; e Bombey trader mul;n U?I;:m:

stationary factor in Natal. Without any interference
with his “vested interests,” any chance of his de-
veloping into a real “menace” to White South
Africa wonld be done away with. The ex-inden-
tured Indian and his descendants would find a place.
for themselves in the economic structure of Nalal
society between the European and the Native: a
place roughly corresponding to that occupied in the:
Western Province by the Malays and the Cape. col-
oured people, elements of the population which are
numerically insignificant in Natal, Bocially they
wouald be, for as long a period as we need look for-
ward, a separate people, retaming their own religion
and customs, possibly even their own language for
use among themselves. They wounld. keep them-
selves apart and would rarely, if ever, inter-marry
with whites.

The favourable development, physical and mental,
referred to in the first article of this series as having
oceurred sporadically, would probably continme to '
occur sporadically; but ethmological considerations”
suggest strongly that the capacity for such improve-
ment depends upon the presence of a strain of
Aryan or Brahman blood; and if that is 80 it need
cause no alarm. Occasional individaals of outstand-
ing ability would be thrown up; but they wounld
find abundant scope in ministering to their own
people as physicians, surgeons, dentists, Iawyers, -
accounntants and so forth. The great mass wounld
remain hewers of wood and tillers of the soil, as
their ancestors have been for scores of generations.
There would be no fear of any real “Asiatic menace™
(domestically speaking) to be dealt with, unless by
our remote descendants under conditions which it
would be folly for this generation to attempt to

foresee,
(Concluded.)
[ Previous articles appear in our issnes of the
12th and 26th Febrnary Jast, ] . . . e
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Colour Bar Bill

* Memorandum By Johannesburg Joint .
Council of Europeans and Natives

The Joiut Council opposes the Colour Bar Bill on
the following grounds :— '

L. The principle of a Colour. Bar in industry ia
economically unsound, morally unjust and without ',
precedent in any civilised country.

2. In spite of assertions to the
no evidence that the “Hildick Smith” judgment has:[
been followed by the substitution of Natives for:,
Earopeans on the Gold mines (vide Majority Report
of the Economic Commission).

3. So far as the opening up of new places for
Europeans is concerned the number of Natives em- -,
ployed even in semi-skilled occupations is small (on
the gold mines, are primarily concerned, only a.
matter of hundreds.) To replace these by Euaropeans .
will do very little tp relieve European unemploy-.
mel:.t and that little at an absurdly disproportionate- .
cos

. 4. The argument that 2 colour bar is necessary to
Insure safe working machinery is trivial. The certi.’
ficates of competence required by law afford pro- -
tection whatever the race or colour of the holder, °
5. The Bill will adversely affeot the relations of '
Europeans and Natives, By creating obstacles 1o
the progress of capable Natives it will ereate & genss '
of grievance. If opportunities of development are
denied to Natives all sections of Native opinion will -
mev:tal_)ly be drawn together on anti-European and
extremist lines. Tlie Natives have, ng Yet, no reagon
to fesl confidént that sawh op rtunity will be
afforded within Nutive feseryes w'fiodd diday there

contrary there is
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are few if any openinge for skilled workers, The
Bill not only denics opportunity bnt will Wdisplace
Natives from their prosent employmont. Such dis-
placed Natives are powerless bnt will cherish a
sense of injustice and resentment agminst their white
ralers.

6. If the Bill becomes law, heliefs most damacing
to ' European prestige will inevitably arise in the
Native mind. Suoch as

" (a)} That the European is afraid of the Native.

(b} That Earopean labour is unable to competo
with Native labour however wunecivilised

. without anfair extraneous aid.

.. (¢} That in discriminating between the Native

and Coloured labour the Bill ja a conscious

though clumsy application of the Imnperalist
_principle “ Divide of impera.”

7. Despite responsible rojection of this view, the
Colour Bar Bill can properly be considered oniy in
relation to the whole scope and trend of Native
policy. .There can be no justifieation for this one
sided application of a policy of industrial sogrega-
tion by measures imposing serions restrictions upon
Natives without any compensating privileges, It is
no answer to this objection to point aut that in the
past there has been piecemeal legislation covering
similar ground.

8. Even were the measare unobjectionable on
other grounds the injustice of excluding Nnatives
from ‘wide flelds of indnstrial employment withont
providing adequate opportunity for agricultural and
industrial development in Nutive reserves is obvious.
Existing regerves are inadequate. Forther reserves
are promised.: They shounld be provided befora the
restrictions proposed by the Bill are even thought of
let alone sanctioned aud applied.

9. No provislon has been made whatever for
Natives already displaced in purenit of the Govern-
ment's “civilised labour” polioy—nor for the reliof
of Natives suffering from severe economic pressnre
in congested Native areas. The moment is singalarly
inopportune for' legislation which must tend to
sgaravate the serionsness of the sitnation.

10. Failing an adequate policy of segregation the
only sound protection for legitimate whita $nterests
is to raise Native standards till they approximate to
those of Europeans and thus to eliminate the unfair-
neas inherent in competition between civilised and
uncivilised labour. The Colonr Bar will tend to
depress-the Native standard and so agzravate the
evil. )

11. The continnance of a depressed standard of
living among Natives reduces the “National Divi-
dend” amd ofrcumacribes 8 most important market
for the products of Bonth African agricnlture and
industries.

12, The Bill is the expression of the fear that our
ohildren will be unable to find employment in Bouth
Afrioa, The solution of the problom lies in assiat-
ing industrial expansion and so oreating & demand
for the services of European workers. By blocking
the ohief source of labour, industry is stifled and
the scope for Eurepean employment correspondingly
rednced. The Bill is an acknowledgement of a pes-
simistic view of the futare of South Africa—a view
that therq: will be no indostrial or economic pro-
gress. A progressive industrial policy will assnre
-the safety of our children’s future and will result in
the material prosperity and advancement of Sonth
Afrien.” Such a poliey is incompatible with n Colour

13. 1t has been argued that a colour bar is justi-
fied by the fact that the low imposes some restric-
tions oh Buropeans in Native Territuries, The
afgiment 1s ohviously unsound (=

(1) The prinalpal restriction upon Europesns in

Nativo areas relates to the ownership of land. Much
land in Native torritories is however ownad hy
Enropeans.  Natives are, nnder tha existing law,
prohibited from owning land except in Native pe.
serves and locationa,

Other restrictions, e.g. on the grant of trading
licences, are largely for the bonefit of Europeans
who are alrealy in tho reserves and not for the pro-
tection of the Natives. The number of Earopean
tradders allowed is governed by the limited demands
of those Native commaunitice, and n largs nnmber
wonld mean nseleas eompetition, and probably lead
to aurest followed by increased cnat of administra.
tion. )

(2) A submission by Enropeans to restrictio
which they themselves in Darlisment ean remogg
cannot justifly the imposition npon Natives of res.
trictions which Natives are powerless to remove.

() Thore is no parallel between the position of
Europeans in Native areas and of Natives in Earo-
pean areas :— )

{(a) The Native roserves and locations are quite

incapable of supporting the Native population
of South Afriea. A large proportion ef the
Nativo populntion dors not and cannoet live in
Native reserves,
Thera iz no land for these Nalives, Nittiveg aro
compelled to live and work for and among
Europeans. Europeans are not foreed to live
in Native arcas.

(b) Europeans who live in Natlve arcns nre not
provented from exereising thelr skill. Thoe
Bill will prevent Natives in Europcan aroas
from acquiring or exercising akill,

(¢} 'The Nutive territories are unable to sapport
thelr present populntions. The facts show
that to maintain their familics and to pay thelr

~ taxes large numbors of Natives nre enmpelled
to leave tho territorics eaoh your to oarn wagos,
The conversoe is not trne,

(4) There is in fact no senpe for skillod workmen
in tho reserves. What little skilled work thore in,
ia performed by Eavopons. * The BUl will prevent
Nativea from acquiring skill and will perpetuate
this condltion.

(5) The Prime Minister strossos the {mportance of
making Native arens attractive. Their attractivenocss
will mainly depend npon their offering to their in-
habitants opportunitics for the oxorcise of skill, and
advancoment in standard of living. If the Native
is dobarred from obtatning this skill nud from onrn-
ing the wayea that will enable him to improve his
standard of living thewe arons canuot bo made
attractive.—-{misleli Wa Bantu.

Welcome To Dr. Abdurahman

A Mass Meeting under the ausplces of the
South African Indian Congress will be beld
at the Rawat's Bio Hall, Durban. on Wednesday,
the 24th instant, at 5 p.m. to accord a hearty
welcome to Dr. gbdurahman, leader of the
Congress Deputation that went to lndla."‘*{f’

All are invited to Kindly attend.

A, 1. KAJEE,
Gen. Secretary 3.A.1.C,
GRAMOPHONES REPAIRED by un Expert. Mo-

derato Uharges.  Panoy W, Haoow, 01, Fleld Mtrant,
Gtobe Buildings, Upwtairs next to *' Naotnl Advertiner,”



