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ADVOCATE ALEXANDER ON THE ASIATIC BILL

HDDRESSING a gathering of Indians recently
*

at Capetown Advocate Alexander M.L.A.,I

spoke as follows on the Asiatie Bill :—
No Short Cuts
He regarded the attempts made by those people

who were trying to ind a short cut to & solution of

the Indien problem as it was known as simply so

many acts in the great tragedy in the history of
South Africa. They would not lead to good or.
favourable results for either the Indian or the Euro-
In 1860, said

pean communities in this country.
Mr. Alexander, the people of Natal wanted cht_eap
Inbour, and they got the assisiance of the Indian

Government o procure 8 largs nomber of Indian

labonrers, and thus began the system of indentured
labour in this country. In common justice the
people of Natal shonld remember that the industrial
and agricultural prosperity of that Province was
largely due to the Indians. If there was an Indian
problem in South Africs, if the fuct that there was
a large number of Indians in Natal and that they
constitnted a difficalty for Sonth Afries, it was
South Africa herself that had created that difficnlty.
The least that could be done was to treat the de-

scendants of these Indians with ahsolute justice and

fair play. The majority of the people who were
affected by the Bill were African-born. In the Bill
no dietinction was made between those who were
South African-born and those who were not,

A Voice : Why should. there be any distinetion:
we are 8]l Indians |

Advocate Alexander : The whole world over thers

in a distinction made between those who are not.

home-born and those who are, in the matter of de-
portation. A Enropean who is not born in South
Africa can be deported. In my opinion any man
domiciled here in entitled to the eayme rights and
privileges as the man born here. The point is, and
my friend does not seem to appreciste it, that the
Ministet says that the Indian is an alien in South
Africd. How can you describe & South African-born
person d8 an alien? It is quite lmpossible, When

ou dedl with the Indian who is not Sonth African.

orn, but who throws in his lot with this country
snd who {s domiclled heve, you cannot call him an

alien either,
Not Aliens

Continuing, Mr, Alexander said the weakness jn
the argament that Indians were aliens was seen
when it was remembered that the waat majority of
ghose affected by the proposed legislation were born
in South Africa. S0 long as the Indians had sap-
plied cheap labour no one grambled, but once they
began to compete with the merchant classes it was
then the real trouble began in South Africa. If
tl{em was any unfair competilion, the way to deal
with it was not a measare of that kind, but by
general constitutional laws, laws which wounld be
applicable to everybody.

The next stage in the drama began with the
passive resistance movement under Mahatma Gandhi,
There wan no need to go {nto the detalls of the Agreas
ment that was reached, but it waa olear that Gandhi

left the country feeling that the trouble between
the European and Indian communities had ceased
to exist. It was agreed at the time to shut the door
on fresh Asiatic immigration into South Africa, The
only exception was that educated men and those
who ministered to their belisfs should be permitted
to entar. In return it was agreed that those re.
maining in the country should be treated with fair-
ness and jastice. A lot of controversy waa teking
place about that agreement, and some people con-
tended that what was referred to was Indians in the
Transvaal under the Gold Laws and nothing else.
That was not & fair statement of the position, and if
they read Gandhi’s farewell letter they would see
that it was quite unfair. The intention of the Smuts-
Gandhi agreement was not to degradate or oppress
the Indian races in South Africa; rather did it aim
at their improvement. 7That was the impression of
Gandhi, who did not think that they were going to
be put into ghettoes as was now suggested., The
speaker further pointed out that on the first reading
of the Bill, Dv, Malan expressed the hope that it
would bring pressure to-bear-on the Indian to re-
turn to India. The Relief of Indians Bill was to
have given théth power .of inter-Provincial migra-
tion, full trading rights, - and- the restoration of
landed property rights, but none of these things had
they got. vl
India and the’ League

Advocate Alexandér, continting, referred to the
fact that India had been admitted to full member-
ship of the League of Nations., Accordingly, it was
absurd to suggest that they in Sonth Africa should
differentiate once the immigration problem had
been solved. South Africa had been raised to higher
status amongst the nations of the world, and it
should be clearly nnderstood that shounld the Bill be
passed Great Britain wonld not interfore. That fact
should make Sonth Africa still more careful, and
should prevent her from doing anything which in
the slightest degree deflected from the path of what
was just, right and fair, ‘ -

“Thereis a saying," said Advosate Alesander, “that
God helps those who help themselves,” You have
to stand together shoulder to shoulder demanding
in a constitutional way that you shall be treated with
no less a sense of fairness and justice and fairplay
than the rest of the cltizens of Bouth Africa. You
claim, and yon olaim rightly, that you are the sons
and the citizens of South Africa just as much as
others of the coloured races or Europeans. We
have recently read a statement made by the Prime
Minister about his native policy. A Bill is to be
brought forward in which varions provisions are to
bemade for the natives, the eolonred people will be
treated the same a8 Europeans. - Where did the
Asiatics appear in these provisions? Were they to
be treated with less juslice than the coloured
people? We are atill waiting for Information on
that. The tendency is to put the Asiatics in A, class
apatt. The Government is asking you.to.go 'back
to the middie ages, when other taces were treated it
the same way, They wera put into. ghottoak, Hat,
Isay, if you take apy high-minded race. end treat
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them in that way it is not that race which is going
to saffer—it is their oppressors, their conquerors.
They who put themselves cn a pedastal will dis-
appear and the people who have been oppressed
will rise higher and higher.

Alien Traditions

Having reviewed all the circumstances leading
up to the introduction of the present suggested
legislation, the apeaker said it would appear as if
the Indian community was to be treated with less
consideration than the aboriginal native. The posi-
tion of the Government was no doubt difficult.
They were being forced by people from Natal to
introduce this legislation, and it was a great surprizse

- to him pergonally that one of the members of the
Capo in the Cabinet shonld introduce a Bill so alien
to the traditions of the Cape. The BRBill simply
meant a reversion to the law on the jungle, where
brute force and strength held sway. The Bill was
mot, based on ethical principlea. :

“I can only conclude,” said Advocate Alexander,
“by quoting the words nsed by Sir George
Napier when he issned his proclamation in 1843 on
the oceasion of the absorption of Natal into the Cape
Colony——"There shall not be in the eyes of the law
any distinction or disqualification whatever founded
on mere distinction of colour, origin, langnage, or
creed.” These words might well be put up at the

’ egflra(rlxce to every Parliament in the world,” he
added. -

Asiatic Bill Introduced In
- Parliament

L

Mr. Alexander’s Strong Protest

First Reading Passed by 81 Against
10 Votes

When the Minister of the Interior, Dr. Malan,
asked for leave to introduce his Asiatie Bill in the
House of Assembly on Monday afternoon Sth
instant Mr. Alexander (Con. Dem.) eutered an em-
phatic protest against what he termed “this new
piece of ¢lasa and racial legislation proceeding on
entirely wrong lines."”

He wished, he said, that the Acting Minister of
Mines, Colonel Creswell, were sitting in his old
place instead of next to  Dr. Malan. The laat timeo
such a measare came before the House—in 1924
—Colonel Creswell, recalled Mr. Alexzander, moved
an amendment which showed that in his opinion,
snd the opinion of his party, legisiation on thoss
lines was entirely wrong, aud if they wanted to get
rid of the evils alleged to exist, it could be done
in other waysa, '

He was not going into details. The Bill did not
proceed on general linea to deal with the alleged
evils, but followed racial and elass lines. Not only
did it not deal with the evils complained of, but
it was going to create a good many other avils.

Another reason why bhe protested, ‘went on Mr.

- Alexander, was that the Government had been asked
before introducing the Bill, to agree to a round-
table conference to discmss the matter, and this
reasonable request from a sister member of the
League of Nations, as well as a sister member of the
Commonwealth of Nations known a8 the British
Empire, bad been refused without any adequate
explanation being given as far as he was awaro,

The House had had no opportunity of discossing

, the matter, but was faced with a cat and dried
measure to which they were asked to agree, and told

that they could distnss its principlea—atter they
had been practically assenied to.

In the circnmstances, he believed that such legis-
latic:{: wounld do far more harm to the country than
£o0

On the first rending of the Bill Mr. Alexander
divided the House.

There was much boisterous ironical cheering from
the Pact members when the division bells were
ringing, and they saw General Smats, Mr. Jagger,
Sir Thomas Smartt, Sir Drommond Chaplin, Mr.
Nathan and the Rev, W. W. Rider leave the Cham-
ber. The Rev. W. W. Rider acknowledged the cries
with a8 bow and continued on his way 10 the Lobby.

The Opposition members remaining all aerossed
over to the “Ayes” in a body with the exception of
Major van Zyl {Cape Town Harbour), Sir Erneat-
Oppenheimer (Kimberley), and Messrs. Ballantyne
(Kingwilliamstown), Rockey (Parktown), Buirski
(Swellendam), Heatlie (Worcester), Close (Ronde-
bosch) and Stuttaford (Newlands), with Mr. Snow
(Labour) and Mr. Alexander—a total minory of ten,

Mr. Alexander, who was appointed one of the
tellers for the minority, received a spocial cheer
from the crammed Government benches when he
returned to his seat, .

“The Nationalist Party svas less than ten at one
time,” retored the member for Hanover Street.

The result of the division was that the first read-
ing was agreed to by 81 votes to 10.

The New Asiatic Bill
“As Harsh as Ever”

Rev. C. F. Andrews’ View

Indians in the Cape are more than ever dis-
satisfled with the Asiatio Bill as published in its
redrafted form.

Asked by a representative of the Caps Argus, what
he thonght would be the feeling of India regarding
the new measure, the Rev. C. F. Andrews said that
much would depend upon the interpretation of gec-
tion 10 sub-section 1. “It appears to me to mean,”
he said, “that a bardship will be mitigated by allow-
ing Indians who have no outstanding lessea 1o tide
over the awkward interval between the passing of
the Bill and the establishment of reserved areas by
taking np leases for a single period of five yoars. .

“But when that period is over it seems as though
they will not be able to renew these leasea for suc-
cessive periods of five years' duration. This point,
however, is not made absolutely olear in the pregent
wording of the Bill,

“If the present wording would allow that succes-
five periods of five yesrs’ duration for temporary
leases wounld be permitted, then it would be a
subatantial gain oun the old drafting of the Bill. But
I otn seo that other clamses in the Bill appear to
negative this wider and more generous interpretation,
and therefore I am nssuming that the narrower
interpretation will hold, and that therefor» there is
no mubatantial concession in,the clanse.

The Cape Brought In

“On the other hind thera ara serious new dis-
abilities in the redrafting of the measore. For
inatance, the Cnpe hag been brought in for the first
time definitely into the body of the RBill, and this
will mnke obligutory reservedd areus in the Capo us
well a3 in Ntal, At leust, that is my reading of the
new clause—sab-section 1 (b). This point shoald
be most carefnlly inquired intoe by the Cape mem-
bers al the time of the pecond reading.

“A further stututory disibility has been rightly
pointed out in the added clause making 'Zululand
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ibited not merely by administrative action, but
E;O:::)t:;ﬂegislation. This will ﬁnally prevent In-
dians of any class or character passing over the
border into anul:ll:d ior any work or purpose, That
§ ing of the clanse.
m‘?}!o?:illgsee from all I have raid,” added M.r.
Andrews, “that the Bill remains as harsh as ever in
its main outlive, and indeed has really become

her stiil and more oppressive.
tl?ha::e can be any doubt whatever that this wi}l be
regarded in India a8 # most serious blow to national
prestige.” . )

“The Government of India deputation has come
ont to thia country, has made its representations,
and has studied the question with thoroughness and
care as far as the time limit would allow, and yet it
would appear from the new drafting of the Bill that
that only effect of this npon the Union itsell} has
been to tighten up all the screws in the machinery
of the Bill and make it harder for Indians to accept,

instead of giving any relief to their well-founded

objections.

“Cape Times” on the New
Asiatic Bill

The Cape Times has the following leading article
on the new Asiatie Bill +— -

We must await Dr. Malan’s second reading speech
for an elncidation of the ambiguities which have
crept into certain provisions of the revised drafc of
the Asiatic Bill, but in eeriain matters, the intentions
of the framer of the measnre are only too clear. It
was hoped that the Minister would be persnaded
oven at the eleventh hour to follow the example of
his predecessor and to exempt the Cape altogether
from the operation of the Bill. The Indian diifi-
culty is not nearly so acute in this Province as it is
in the Transvasl and in Natal, and the Indians
themselves have always freely acknowledged that
they have little to complain about in their treatment
here. The new Bill, however, extends to the Cape
certain prohibitory clanses regarding the purchase of
land, which in the original measnore, were limited to
Natal. To that exfent, at any rate, the measure is
rendered more drastic than before. The Cape In-
dians will be greatly disappointed, and it is tolerably
certain that not only here but in India more bitter-
ness will be engendered. ]

Let it be frankly admitted that public -opinion
favonrs restrictive legislation of some kind, and
resentment has consequently been aroused by un-
wise attempts in certain gquarters in India to exploit
the question for political ends in which South Africa
has no direct concern. The unfortunate suggestion,
too, that Sonth Africa should be overruled in these
matters on broad Imperial grounds has made a bad
impression. On the other hand, it is to be feared
that a large section of the public have entirely failed
to grasp the implications of the new policy, or to
realise that, while South Africa may be entively
within her rights in passing legislation of this
character, it is most inexpedient that she shounld take
a purely one-sided view of a question of this im-
portance or should feel agrieved at the attempts
which have been made to obtain a due consideration
of the case of those whose righta are prejudicially
affected. The Union Government would be per-

Wisctly justified in interesting itself in the welfare of
Bouth Africans who had settled in any other coun-
try, and no objection onght to be taken to the
efforts of the Indian Government on behalf of the
Indians in Sonth Africa.

It is for this reason we regret the refusul of the
Government to concur in the proposal for a round.
table conference—a proposal which at one time
they seemed to favour, Hitherto we have heard no

I don't think

convincing reason why the door should be closed to
negotiations, having as their object a better -ander-
standing, and, if possiblg, the attainment of a
measure of agreeinent on certain pointa. Thoungh
it is unlikely that smch a conference would be
completely successful in reconciling divergent
interests, it would, at all events, do mnch to allay
undesirable excitement, and pave the way for
sounder legislation than will be possible if the
Government merely uses its majority to sweep
opposition aside. We feel sure the Government has
no desire to create difficulties for the Empire, as well
as for itself, yet such must be the effect of the
course which it seerns bent on taking. Even if a
ronnd-table conference involved delay, such delay
would be less injurious in the long run than re-
course to the steam roller policy. In these days no
Government can afford to assume a purely dictatorial
attitude. It must have not only right, but reason,
on its side, or its prestipe will inevitably suffer.
Parliament, moreover, muost be at least consistent.
When last session it determined formally to profess
obedience to Divine guidance as its supreme gniding
principle, it can only have meant, if it meant any-
thing, that it intended to turn over a new leaf and
abjure pure gelfishness in the domain of legislation.
The Indian question furnishes a test of the sincerity”
of those members whose consciences wounld not per-
mit them to rest until an omission which they re-
garded as a blot ¢n the Constitution had beea re-
moved. It has been said that some of the worst
tragedies in history have arisen, not from the con-
flict between right and wrong, bat from that be-
tween right and right. In the present instance the
moral rights of the Indian population—ench as they
can be shown to be—have to be reconciled with the
moral rights of that section of the European popu-
lation which has nndoubtedly suffered owing to the
economic pregsure, which is due to the presence of
Indians in our midst. It muost never be forgotten
that it was to suit our o'wn-convenience that Indians
were originally brought o South Africa, and there-
fore we cannot justly treat them as mere interlopers,
whose presence is obnoxious. Nor. is8 it wise to

| exaggerate the danger to which the white population

are exposed, and thus to create an atmosphere un-

- favourable to & wise and statesmanlike settlement

such as will conduce to the fatmre peace of South
Africa.

India and the Asiatic Bill
Smuts-Gandhi Agreemeﬁt il —_
Not a One-Sided Bargain e

By 0. F. ANDREWS IN THE ¢ OAPE ARGuUs' )
II1, o
I am fully aware how great is the temptation at the
present time in Soath Africa “to- take the short cat and -
gettle the Indian question once and for all by repatria-
tion.” T am quoting a remark which has been very

- often vepeated to me eince I landed in this country,

The analogy of the expulsion of Chinese labourers
from the Transvaal, without any serious protest from
Clina, is bronght forward. Itis not realised that the
analogy does not hold good at all. For Chinese labonr
was introduced without any stipulation as to domiciie
rights in South Africa. But when Indian labour was
casked fottl-l f@_m imiifnlogm' the same conditions, Lord

arzon, the Vicero ndia, refused it
Durzon, ¢ Kﬂg " 1{n - a8 other Viceroys

Since there aabeenagrmtdealofignomn -
cerning the Smnte-Gandhi Settlement of 1914, ofetmn:e
State its main terms in the simplest posgible mannez.
After a very lon dispute, the final agreement was
reached, wheresby India agreed to the door of Soath
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Africa being tightly shut aguinst fresh immigration from
India, while South Africa agreed to treat the domiciled
Tndians who etill remained i South Afiica in 8 just snd
sympathetic manoer. South Africa further agreed to
abolish the humiliating £8 poll tax.

Voluntary Repatriation

When signing this final agreement, Mr. Gandhi went
still further. He agreed to an important clanse being
added, called the * volantary repatriation” clause, By
this clanse, India consented to 1aise no objection if
‘South Africa repatriated, in & voluotary manuer, thoae
Indians who had obtained domicile rights, but were
willing to forfeit them in retarn for a free pissage bk
to India. Since there were o large nomber of Indians
who wished to retarn to India, this clause has been
freely used. Each year, from the year 1914, on an
average 2,000 Indiana have availed them.elves of the
free passage and forfeited their right-of return. (n the
census report for the ten years, 1911—1921, we are told
that 26,782 Indisns had left the country for good.
Since the total Indian population for the wuole of the
South African Union, in 1921, was 161,000, it will be
easily understood bow important this voluntary repatria-
tion clanse has becoms in the eyes of .he Union Govern-
menbt.

Thus the Smute-Gaodh agreswen: in 1914 was by no
means a one-sided bargain. It was a thoronghly honest
and hononrable compromise, and won alinost uaniversal

- approbation both in India and in South Africa.

Sonth Africa was relieved of any danger of being
“ gwamped " ab any futore time by immigrans from

" India. South Africa was also finally nssured that in the

long run the Indian poprlation in the Union wonld be
 diminishing factor. All this was made certain by
India’s consent (1) to complete restriction of immigra-
tion ; (2) to the voluntary repatrintion clause,

Mutual Satisfaction

. India, on the other hand, was velieved once and for
all of the racial humiliation of the £3 poll tax. She
was also finally sssared that those Indians who elected to
remain in Natal would be treated sympachetically. [haos
India, in that hour of mutual agreemeat, was Enally

_ patisfied as well as Soatu Africa. -

It may be well to illostrate what I bave written by
two &l.mtnr.ions (i) from General Botha and (ii) from Mr.
M. K. Gandhi. They will gs to show how the agree-
ment was regarded on both side- as satisfactory and final.
General Botha, as Prime Minister, gave his views in the
Assembly on the second reading of the Bill, * The
olags,” he said, * of Indians, who had vested interests
ia South Africa, conld not b2 interlered with, anyway.
1t had been gnite impassible for auy Pacliament to say,
in an off-hand manuoer, * Pat all these people out of the
comptry ; we do mot want them here’ For only by
paying millions of pounds in compeusation could they
bave done anyshing like that; and even thea the matter
wonld not bave been seitled. The Finance Miniater,
General Smats, had formally moved the second reading
of the Indian Relief Bill. He requested all the members
present to approach such a thorny subject in & non-
controversial maoner. The Honse was at fast in a posi-
tion finally to scttle the Indisn problem in u satisfactory
manner.”

Even if the tone of this is not cordial. nevertheless the
meaning is quite clear. General Botha put his sigoature
to the Bill 08 a final settlement, and he was knowa to be

. & man of his word.

Gandhi’s View

Mr. M. K, Gandbi, in his lnst speech at Johanuesburg,
before his depattare for India aftec the settiement, apoke
more warmly. “The settlement,” he ssid, ** was
honourable to both sides. 1fe did not think there was
any room for misanderstanding. . . . To bhis fellow-
conntrymen he wonld say that they should wait and
purse the settlement, whioh gave them all tiat they
could possibly and reasonably expect. They would now

Yive to see, with the hearty co-operation of their Euro=
pean friends, that what was promised would be fulfilled ;
that the adwministration of the exiating laws woold be
justly observed ; that vested righ's wonld ba respa:ted
by the Goverament of Sonth Aricy.”

1t does not appear to me to b: ogea t> qaustion tat
both parties m_gardei chis settlement of 1914 a3 final;
that both parties were aati«fied with it ; that bath parties
regarded the settlemsat as the bist that could be reachnd:
that both pa-ties were profoundly relieved when this
serious matter of disbobe was removed jost befora the
crisis of l.hg Europesn war. I have already shown in
my first arsicle wha' effect it had upon the war itself.
"That fact of history should not be forgotten.

All throngh the war the settiement held good. The
Indians in South Africa did all that they were alloweld
to do in order to share in the sacritices and the sufferings
of the Allies. Uunitintel praise was lavished on India
by British statesmen for the immease burden which she
voluatarily undertook in nlmost every arem of war.
Meanwhile, uoder the repatriation clause, & steeam of
Indians, who had their domicile in Sonth Africa, return-
ed of thelr own accord to Indin for good. The situation
was obviously relieved and a better tone appeared to bs

growing up between the two couatries so long as the war

lasted.

Bat, in the reaction which followed, after the war was
over, fresh trouble began, A foreign population came
flooding into South Africa, which had oothing to do
with the settlement reached in 1914,

(To be coatinued.)

»

Changes in Asiatic Bill

Main Provisions of New Measure

The new Asiatic Bill bas been gazetted nad its main
provisions follow the lines of last yoar's act. The olauses
relating to the appointment ‘of a commission aud the
establishment of cluss residential and trading areas with-
in the jurisdictive of urban local authorities ure more
detailed,

Ulouse 4 provides that afer the dute of the establish-
mont of a residential ares no peraon shall acquire or hire
or take over or, ag lesioo, resew the lense of any immova.
ble property sitnated {n) within such arvea unless such
person balongs to a oluss of persons in respect of which
sach area was established, or (b) elsewhere within such
jurisdiction than within ruch area if sich a porson be-
longs to such class,

Similar restrictions apply to trading arcas and to joint
residentiel and trading aress. But auch rostrictions are
not to apply to the remewal of a lease of immovable
property where the right of renewal was createl by
written lease prior to the first day of August, 1920,
The clauses relating to the issae of liconces to trade re-
main uochanged, and the Governor-General is vested
with power if, in the general interest of the public, to
permit sach persons to carry on any particalar trade or
business elsewhere than ia the prooluimed areas.

Reservations

The text of the reservation is: _
Provided that if the,ffovernor-General is satisfied thut
it is in the general intérests of the public that it shouid
be permitted to— , G
(1) persons of the class concerned or suy restristed
number of such persons to carry on 8oy Burbicufur trude
or business within such jurisdiction clsew.
¢luss trading area, a8 the case may be; or
(i) persons other than parsons of the ol concarned
or any restricted nnmber of such other porsnus to carcy
on any particalar trade or business in the closs trading
area or clnas residential nod trading aren, a8 the case may
be, he may, by proclamation in the Gastis for such period

era than in ﬁln:.'.

A
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ag he may herein fix, exempt such persons or & restricted
pumber of snch persons from the operation of paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-section in respect of that particular
trade or husiness. . L

No persuns holding, at the date mentioned in any pro-
clamation issned under this® chapter establishing a class
trading area within the jurisdiction of any urban local
anthority Lo carry on any trade or business, which is
actually being carried on, shall be decmed to be prevent-
ed by suything contained in this section from being
granted a remewal of such licence, permit, or other
authority.

Advisory Boards

Any snch c'nss area shall for the pnrposes of the 1885
Act of the Transvaal he deemed to be en area within
which in verms of that law fixed property may be acquir-
cd and owned by Aesiatics. In each area an advisory
board consisting of not less than three persons of the
class concerned may be appointed to advise the local
authority in reapect of sny matter referred to it by such

_ authority for advice.

o

Clanse 10 is entirely new. It provides that the Govera-
or-General may by proclamation in the Gazetle declare
that from and after a date therein specified, not bemg
carlier than the first day of August, 1926, no person of
any class indicated in sach proclamation shall {a) any-
where within the Gnion hire, or take over or as lessee
renew, the lease of any immovable property for a period
exceeding five years, or (b) in the Provinces of tbe Cape
of Good Hope nad Natal acquire any immovable property
save for residential purpos~s in a class residential ares or
for Lrading poposes in 8 class trading area or for any
purpose in 8 class resideatial und trading area establithed
for the cluss of persous indicated in a proclamation issued

under section 4. )
The Coast Belt

Notwithstanding anything cortained in sub-section (1)
the Governor General may by proclamation in the
Guzeffe declare that from and after a date to be specified
therein, may, in the Coast belt, acquire immovable pro-
perty or hire or renew the lease of immovable property
from a person of the :ame class, but from no other person,
provided that where the immovable property is sitmate
within a class area establisbed within the Coa t belt, the
provisious of Section four shall apply in lien of the pro-
visions of this section. o

From aod after the date specified in any proclination, no
persous of any class indicated in snch proclam-tion shall
by teslamentary disposition acquire any land or interest
in land or the right to hire or ocenpy any immovable
property in the Coast belt, except {rom a person of the
same cluss provided tbat where such Jand or immovable

property is sitnated within a class area established under -

this chapter within the coast belt, the provisions of
Section four shall apply in lien of the provisions of this

sub-gection.
. Case of Zululand

“The Coast belt” means 8o much of the Province of
Nutal as lies between the coast and & line to be defiped
by Lhe Governor-General by proclamation in the Guzefte,
correapondiny as far as practicable with thecoast und drawn
at an spproximate distance of thirty miles the efrom,
but slall not. include any part of Zalaland. Zulnland
was not previously epecifically excmpted.

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the
operation within the Coast belt of any other province.
For the purposes of the Act, all Eoropeans or white
persons shall be regarded mn baving common racial
characteristics, and n siwilar efinition applics to the
word class of persons, while a “penson of a class” inclales
By company or s« ciation of persons whether regist red
under any law or not in which one or more persons of (he
clags referred to have a controlling interest, The Amend-
ments of the Immigravts Regulution Act as sct out in
the Act of lutt year, us well as the provigions for the
registration of Axiatice, are repeated.

{ Bill in South Africa to the Christiung

India and Asiatic Qu?stion

Why not a Deputation from White
Community? -

‘Whatever agitation there may be in Sonth Africa
at the present time over the Indian Question, the
European community of India is little interested in
the matter. -

According to Sir Edgar Holberton in an interview
with a representative of the Nalal Mercury recently,
whatever case the Europeans of this country have to
present has suffered in India in official circlessimply

-because that case has never been properly explained
to them. :

Sir Edgar, who until 1922 wag & member of the
Ifidian Legislature and a member of the Conncil of
State in India, has just arrived in Durban on his
way to Port Elizabeth. He confessed gaite frankly
that he bad not studied the political position that
has recently arisen between India and this country,
but stated no less frankly that he had heard the
opinion. expressed in India that European South
Africa was “squealing” ‘and doing nothing. :

“Why don’t you send over a deputation to-India’
to make your position clear #' he asked. “Indians
are always sending depulations over here and to~
India; we have got their case, and we supported the
Viceroy in what he has said, but why do you not -
send a deputation and tell us what your position is ?*-

No fear of Indians

Sir Edgar also suggested that at the same time
that deputation might do worse than study the prob-
lems that Earopeans have to ‘fuce in India and the
way they are met, and perkaps we might learn
something from that. *““We don’t fear the Indian in
India,” he said. y We. can_ always beat him on his
own ground incommerce or in anything else except
what we don’t touch, and I do not see that you have
anything to fear here. Bat I would not give him .
political power,” he added. S

Sir Edgar did not think that India was very seri-
ously perturbed over the Indian question in South
Africa, and certainly very few of the Indian. popu-.
Jation worried about it. “We had the very same in
India,” he remarked with a shrag, “but it was only -
the agitators; it was all gas and hot-air and did not
affect the comwmerce of the country a bit, and I
don’t see why it should affect South Africa,

“Neutrality” has replied to Sir
as follows in The ;Star%J ohannesburlgsi:g—a-r Holbgrton
The claim of Sir Edgar Holberton that the Euro-
pean community of India is not interested in the -
Asiatic question of South Africa is quite wnfounded
in view of the unprecedented interest taken by the
Europeans of India taking from the Viceroy down- -
wards to the very petty official or a merchant. More-
over, the Metropolitan of Calenttaand a band of
Earopeans were the first to sign the appeal to hold
the protest meetings against the outrageous Agiatic
in :
joined hand with the Indfans to raige the]i::dllxulﬁg
protest with prayer to God to grant South Afvica
wisdom to withdraw the measare which aimed at
utter extermination of the Indians in Sonth Afriea,
Furf.her, the agitation which is being carried on in
India is not hot air or gas, it is the real fire which
has spread t_hrongh one corner of the country to the
oth:;- a:nd v_nl]::geg w?;o tignﬂrst to bold meetings of
protest against Sou i justi
October 1?25. o in]ch on lith
His very advice that he is aga

ry ad h ipsf the politi
power being giveu to Indiuns ig "!nﬁicienttest.ié:r?yl

f° prove that he knows not even A.B.C. of the In-
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dian question in South Afrieca. The Indians have
not asked for the political power. What they gsk is
merely the fullilment of the Smuts-Gandhi Settlement
which provides to protect the vested rights of the
Indians. - :

In regurd to biv edvioe to send the white depu-
tation t{o present the cuse of the Aati-Asiatics before
the Viceroy, he is reported to have gaid that the
Viceroy does not know the case of the whites of the
Union. Mo this I will emphatically say that this is
nota fact. The Union Government has all along
presonted the white point of wiew for the Iast two
years and are putting all its argument on bohalf of
these very peopie before the Indian Government to
get the sanotion of ils anti-Asiatie policy.

Santiniketan

[By C. F. Axneews)

The following introduction to his readings from
Tagore was on Monday Feb, 8 in Cape-
town :—

{ have besn asked to speak about the Pont, Rabin-
dranath Tagore, to-night, and to read some of his
most beantiful poems I want to take yon away in
imagination {0 & land of waving palm trees and rice
fields and wonderful sunsets and sunvises and purple

- skies et pight, when the stars eeem to stoop down
from heaven to whisper the gecrets of etornity to
mankind, {:is in such a home of peace and beanty

. that Tagore fives, Iis name is Santiniketon. ‘Santy’
means pesce and ‘miketan’ mesns zbode. Out of
this abode of peace, he bas uttered bis songs to the
world; and in the year 1913 he was awarded the
Nobel Prire a8 being the greatest literary arlist of
that year In the wholo world, He has gone on
many tours ginco then and has ‘visited many lapds;
but his intense Yonging alwapya has besn to come

once more, away frmm the
ment leaving behind the noise and din and endless
havry and confusion of modern life. His custom
has been to awake long Yefore sunrise, often before
3 o'elock in the morning and to sit in meditatign for
many hours before the work of the duy beging. It
is often in these early morning hourg, that a new
gong comes  him; and I have met Kim Iater and
heard him singing to hi the new tune to which
he haa fitted the ‘words; so that the music has he

-

to creabe the song and the vong to creats the musie,

He never composes a poern In the ordinary sense of
the West, 1t always comes to him in music, and he
sita and sings it ¢o himself until the music and
words together are complete. "Then he writes down
the wordsazhstanddnganm&emngto the
ohoristers in his owa school until they have com-
mitted the fune and words to memory, Thes hua-
dreds of kis 8ongs havo never been written down in
any musical notation; and yet they will live in the
lips of the village people of Benwal and among the
boatmen and fishermren on the great rivers. They
will be sung ot their religions festivals for hundreds
- of years to come, being handed down, like mome of
the old English snd German €olk-songs from one
gonpration {0 suother, 1 am going to read you $ome
of those 30ngs to-night in their English vervion, and
I want yon to remember that their sapremest
beanty, which yon in Sosth Africa will never be
able 4o appreciste, lies in their perfoct melody i
their musical selting and also in the perfect har-
mony betwsen the words and the tune to which the
words arg sel. Yoa must take your minds WAy
completely from Sonth Africa, or if you think of
Sonth Africa at all you nyust think of some beauty
of your country-side whera life is still wphurried

and men and women grow up slowly with mature -

around them and little children as their companions
on life’s journey.

crowd, into retire- |

- waluable fnformation
' pventually a basis for

India Parliament

The Viceroy on South Africa

The Legislative Assombly was opened in St
for the last time at Delhi by the retiring Vioero‘:
Lord Reading. The function took Place in sunshine,
and the streets were lined with troopa, The Chamber
which wus crowded, provided 3 brillisat apectuclg,
The Viceroy st In a golden chair on a crimaon
carpet, while all the officials were in uniform.
Lavge crowds outside the Chamber cheered Lord
Reading on his arrival and departure.

The Viceroy in his speech annonuced that the
King had approved of the appointment of s Royal
Commission of Agrioulture for India to revive rural
life. Ho said that.he and
sympathised with Indian feeling in
Indian legislation in South Africa The Indian
deputation to South Africa had already obtained
valusbls information, sud the Government of India
#till hoped to persnade the Union Goverament that
there was the strongest gronuds for o confarenoe,

Justice and Equity

The whols question was pow at ths stage of
negotiation and he hoped that the cause which
sppaared to have justioe and equity on its gide wonid
prevail, snd that a basis of discossion with the
Union Goverament wonid be resched. The South
African question was uppermost in slii minds
throughout India. The principle of eompalsory
segregation was radieally objectionablo, and the
existing aversion from this policy had been iniensi-
fied by Dr. Malan’s atetoment st July that the new
measure was based on the goneral proposition thal

1 the Indian wan an alien element, and that ne goig.

tion was ncoeptable anless §t considerably reduced
the Indian population, '

The Government and the Paddison depttution, he
procesded, had aiready sent an interim roport giving
that might assist in suggesting
fresh proposala,

“We do pot Despair

“ We still do not despair of porsuading the Unfopn
Goverament that there is the strongest ground for a
conferonoc or an alterrative for an inguiry betore
further Parliamentary steps are tgken regarding
pending ilegislation,” mid Y.ord Readfng. Con-
tinuing, the Vioceroy said that the doputation headed
by Dr. Abdurahman bad alec supplied the Govern.
ment with facts of considerable fmportance, and had
oxplained points which in the absence of local in.
formation wore previously imperfectly approciated
or understood. The Union Ministry considered the
question & domestic one, “but in our iew far wider
considerations are involved in legislation than leoal
economic policy alone.” (Hpar, heur

The Viceroy appealed to the Legislature fo give
his Government their confidence, remombering thut
they werse still in the course of nogotiation, and that
the principle of the Bill was pot yol finally accepted,
Ho hoped that a basis for dircussion with the Union
would be found giving India an opportunity .of
proving her case before the qnestion arose about
Pproceading with the final stage of the legislation.

The British Advances

Continning, the Vicoroy said ho greatly regrottad
that Indian leaders had not made a better response
to Lord Birkenhead's mensage of sympathetie en-
couragement. He stated that Britain’s heart would
have been won by the immediste accaptance of
advances mpde, and though thore had been some

change of tone and temper of politiolane towards the

his Government fally

h
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nt, ho wished it bad been more unmis-
m::m fla trusted that in the ousuing eeason
thore wounlil be a glear manifestation of an attitade
as generons and well-intentioned o8 that which
prompted the appeal, and that a new e would
dawn of « more sympathetic nnderstanding, 8 more
widespread trust and more universal. good will. = :

‘An Unanswerable Indicsment”

The Hindusian Tymes (Delhi) has- the following
leading artisle in its inene of Decembor l§ —- .
We have recejved 8 pamphiet . contaiming the ras
print of an_article on “'Indiane ip South Africa’
written by Bishop Fysderick Fisher for The Nalional
Ciiristian Couneil Review, Bishop Fisher who.recently
toured Sonth Africa ag an impartjat Investigitor, has

‘ stated his case succinetly .and with forcs, FEven'.

¥

-

H

H

‘though e says in his introdnetion .that. hia is an™
inder-statement rather than an gxaggeration of. the

4

< djghbitities suffered py Indiaps in South Africs, his

contribution to enlightening Indipp opinion. en. the
acut«st problem of . the day is cleprly among the’

most valuable, His fresh mind hag been brought to {;

bear on the issne with a eertain vigour leading to a |
very welcome apalysis of the sitgation. In his un-
apswerabie indictment he plainly shows that eco-
nomic considerations being at the bottom of the
South African outrage is a mere myth. In fact, he
pioves that the existence of the Indian trader js a .
Jecegsity to the poor Enropean who. feels one’ way
and acts another in, suecnmbing ip racjal claims, ]

“Opr friends who are often very ready to prescribe ]

]

the remedy of improving the Indian standard of 1
living to meet the Sonth African ills will find in
Bishop Fisher's article something to make them j
ponder. He says the arrogant whites. and . their:]
. laws make it fyapossible for the Tpdian to live better.’
than he does. It is not that he would dok.-but that !}
the opposition comes from those who accuse him .of
a fower standard of fiving. - Bishop Fisher's exam}. }
nation of the question js nndertaken in a light that
must remove all donbis a §0 $héTea} validity of the
white move in South Africa. ,He ia undoubtedly
correct in holding that the whites are convineed that; .
the latest anti-Apiatie Bill hasa “no legs to stand
upon, ethicaily.” This is inade apparent from the |
Sonth Afriman papers to- hand. While. T4s Rand |
Daify Masl has been whipping ap white enthnsiesm |
for the mearure setting up the bogey that sll wonid
be Jost §f the Bill did not go ¢hrough, other jonrnals
hsve given their blessings too to the ‘contemplated 1
Inensnre ml:h just the ‘apology te the Indian:
Sorry to ineovenience you, my dear fellow, but.l
simply can’t help it” The real object thus of the
whites i the extermination of the indian element, |
But will it be sncoeesful ? Bishop . Pisher em-
phatically answers “No.”" The severeat disabilitios 3
have already bean put upon the Indians in -the
Transyaal ind yet, they do not appear to have
ceased to be a “menace" to the white interest there,
Why, then, should it be different elsowhére nnder |
the mame conditions? But the lustéul whites de
nof earo 40 reason out the matter. They want to |
Bqueeze out the Indisn. He is not of the same race
5 they. The Government of India which has sent 4
out an expedition to collact figures ‘might profit
from the perneal of Bishop Fisher's study. * The
figares are therp 1ot in the bold form in whioch ' the
Pa:]disomt.es might present them but with an indi-
cation ‘of their moral, political and psychological
mgmﬁgmea. The cost of living of the European is, 1
aceording to Bishop Fisher, mainly acecunted for the 1
hqonr_-hlll. Gambling st the races and elsawhero,
excespive sporte, laxuries, inflated white wages, and

other extravagances enter into the high cost.of | P. Sarvadbikary.T/e Star,

living among the whiles,” lip esys, . Jt will also be
usefal to note the impeccable deduction reached by
Bichop Fisher that in South Africa “it is not culture
. that is taken as the standard but race and race alone.”
" This fact has so angered Bishop Fisher that he asks
- that the ferrible question. of thoss who bave 3 gon-
; egienge, 19 thig justice or perfily ? _The answer is
-nob held jn’ abeyance, for, Bishop Fisher himselt
traces the conrse of gvents &0 as 1o show what it is,
*  His article js 8- timely additiop jo the literature
« dealing with the South Afiican problem and- elngi-
dates the poeition excellently. The ¢l o prLmed
up in hip srfjcle are -fearfnl and- wg trost that the
: Goyernment of India will be:able 1o grasp, the force
1of an unpbiassed engmirer’s- ohservalions, - No (fros
+mise j§ held ont that Seuth Africs will yield .Jo
-ethical or moral dictates, 1t is trge {hai- {he pro-
blem-js g serious problem for the Empire. Bul, 50
long ag the Governmest of India happeny'io iruckle
1to white iterests in the Dominions, the arrogance
rof Sopth Africa will pof be minipuaed.- lt-ip op, to
-Lord Reading 'to, pui tho matter to the Imperial.
“Government in .the -nnmistakable language of gne
*who cares for fhe hononr of his Governmepj 20d the
jhononr of the Eippire,, Will hadpit?. . - -
' . - FRLENTE R
i :

. India’s ‘Dis
. g T, . o . ) y )
(. .Statement. of. Visiting ‘Delegates .. -
i -Indiaps-were greatly in prominence in the dlgy
jof Part’ Btizabeth recently npon’' the occasion of
ithe -visit ‘of Sir D, P. Sarvadhikeri and the Hom.
Byed Razm Alf, two of the deputation 3ppointed by

the Viceroy to tour the TUnion and report. on the
gituation of Indians in this country. They were

may . .

b"

——— b . m——

' the gnests of the Rotary Club st Juncheon, and were

recoivéd by the Mayor.and Louneillom $u the Oity
ﬁgﬂm‘inth‘e'day‘.e: '" i ::-_ . -_:_;_ -
. -Inthe course of ‘an interview the Hom. Gayed
Rz fli qaid : "7 feeling 1o Tudis Js Intonse, ot
eily among the pablic, bl also among the princes
of Tndia and Enropeans. This injense feeling finds .
pxaression i the eonncil debates, 25 pable meetings,
Fn- the Preas and among the members of the depntas
tion ‘which waited on Lord Reading. sdme time ago.
The Indian princes and 'the officialy take a9 much
interest in the question 48 the gpneral publie. .. -
. But we desire 4o stale very clearly that the feeling
“in India is ini 0o Sense connected with .anything. in
the natureof agitation; it ia not 2 maiter of agitatons,
but it is a aniversal feeling of dismay at the proposed
Jegislation, "All political parties and all the Indian
parties gre united in their protest guainst. the pro-
posed legiglation of the Unign Govarnmenpt,” . .’
Detailing their jtinarary and remarkiog apoa he . -
fact thet the condition of Indians in the Capé was
vastly superior to that of those in Natal, the vistors -
fleclared that it was part of their duty to seo leading
members of the Eurpopenh  comympnity and discuss
matters with them. - They admitted the delicate
pataye of their, mission, but hoped thé'._t_wfil_;ﬁ (péa.s_b_xg‘i—l §
ablengss and p spiri of give and fake. it would be.
bosdible 4o grrive al a solution of the problems gatig-, .
faetory 40+ beth parties: -Both delegites expressed .
highest- appreciation -of the hospitality received -
evprywhere'and of the arrangements made for their
towr by .the, Upjon: Governmenk . “We. have -been

received by the most exclasive cluby,”. said- SiF D.

4
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Lecture on Tagore

{By C. F. ANDREWS )

* Rabindranath Tagore, Mystic, Poet and Edu-~
cator,” was the smbject of a lecture delivered under
the anspices of the English Association, in the
South African Puablic Library on Thursday 28th
January at Capetown by Mr. C. F, Andrews.

Professor Mackie, President of the Aseociation,

was in the chair,

*  The lectorer .explained that it was his wish to
give them in his lecture something of the atmosphere

in which Rabindranath Tagove lived and moved and 1
had his being. The realisation of what India meant

to the world would come out clearly as his story
proceeded. No land on earth had a richer heritage

of profound religious thought and spiritual ex-

perience. The amazing thing was that his heritage
had been handed down from generation to generation
in a practieally unbroken chain of great men of
" genius for at least three thonsand years. It was still
producing personalities of the highest spiritual order

in the history of the human race in modern times. .
) The grandfather of the poet had been a prince,
whose great wealth had been. spent in unbounded
charity and hoapitality. It was a time of extra-
- ordinary mutual goodwill between Indian and
Evropean. The great reformer, Raja Ram Mohan A
Roy, was able to work out some of his greatest
reforms in conjunction with Lord Bentinck and Dr.
Duff. Esst apd West had remarkably met on a
high humanitarian plane, Prince Dwarkanath
‘Tagore. the poet's grandfather, was the leading
disciple of the reformer, Raja Ram Mohan Roy.*

This was the beginning of the Renaissance Move- )

ment in the East.

His Father's Youth

The poet’s father was Debendranath Tagore, who
from his childhood bad inherited a profound re-
ligions instinet—not uncommon in the East—which
made him ready to abandon all the kingdoms of the
world and the glory of them in his search for God.
The cull bad come to him on the banks of the
Ganges, at Benares, as 8 very little child. He had
watched by the side of an aged relative as she had
drawn near to her' death on the banks of the sacred
river ; and the vanity of the world had come to his
young mind with overwhelming power. From that
time forward wealth, riches, honour, were nothing
to him: God was all fu all, .

When  Debendranath reached manhood, the
prince, his father, died ; and it was found, after his
death, that his generogity had been so lavish that he
wag heavily in debt when he died. His eldest son
 bad inherited a large estate, which could not be

touched by the creditors; but he called them
together and paid them to the last farthing, making
himself almest bankrupt by taking on himself his
father's debts. As he grew older, his. devotion to
God and his- traits of character became so widely
known that he was universally called Mabarshi, or
Great Saing. Rabindranath Tagore wag: the son of
his old sge. . . - |
Father and Son

When Debendranath had psssed the age of 350,
he determined to retire from the world and lead a
life of prayer and meditation. First of all, he went
with Rabindranath, his yonngest aon, to the
Himalayas, koping there to find the end of his life’s
.pilgrimage. Bat though he felt the beanty of the
eternal gnows, his heart was not gatisfied in its thirst
for the living God. At last, when he had returned
to Bengal, he came one day at sunset to two stunted-
trees in’ the middle of a wvust open pluin, with a
fringe of palm trees on the horizon, Here he

.artist, M. Romain Rolland,

watched the beauty of the setting san ; and as the
full moon arose, he spent the whole night in an
eostasy of joy,-and felt that the end of his search
for God had come. This was his Bethel—God’s
House. He called it Santiviketan—The Abode of
God’g Peaco ; he lived and prayed and meditated
there for mearly, forty years, passing always in
extreme old age, venerated by all,

‘-His youungest 8on remained with him, and he
found comfort in hid preseuce. Rabindranath, asa
boy, had a perfect voice, and the old man loved to
hear him sing songs to God. Thus, the early part
of the poet’s life was spent in extreme solitude and
in wondering “mystical intimacy with his father.
The old man was himself a post by natare, and the
-boy inherited from his father his spiritual gifts,

On the Ganges

: After Rabindranath had grown up and married,
his father sent him to the conntry ; and for twenty’
years he lived a life of almost complete retirement
amopng the village people on the banks of the Ganges,
near its delta.. He loved to go completely apart,
when the mon‘seiaod him, and lived in a small
house-boat, moored to one of the sand banks, away
from humatdkind. - Rabindranath had told the
leotprer that some timee, after more than six months’
absence from any human habitation, on his return
Lis tongue would at first find difficulty in framing
the words of lininan speech—his solitnde had been
go complete, ,

But, later; thére had come to him the call to serve
liia country'_aqd."hnmanity more directly, He had
gt first plunged into the national movement, but
had found it.too harsh and strident for his poet's
natore. He went back to his father, who wus stilt
living in -extreme old age at Santiniketan, and
foanded there a school, where children might live
in*the joyous freedom of nature’s bemuty. Then
camé‘a ppriod of overwhelming sorrow, during which
he lost his wife asad two of his children, one of
whom ™ was beginning to show his father's poetio
genius. It was at this time that he wrote the poems
which he translated later in * Gitanjali.,”

Visit to England

A very gerious illnees followed this period of
sorrow, and he went to England for an operation.
On the voyage home he had filled his leisure time,
o8 an'invalid, by translating into Eonglish his own
Bengali poems. He showed them with muoh diffi-
dence to W, B. Yeats, who wns amazed at their
beanty. From that incident began the poet Rabin-
dranatk Tagore's fame in the West. In the next
year he was awarded the Nobs! Prize for the Worlds'
Literature, and his English translations had been
retranslated into every living language of mankind.
The poet had become a world figure, with his saintly
personality and gentle dignity of character, wel-
comed in every land.

Daring the later years of his life he had extended
the scops of his work at Santiniketan, and made it
into an international fellowship. From every part
of the world students and thinkers had gathered

‘together for a common study of the different cultures

of humanity. The lecturer said that it had been
the greatest joy and privilexe of his life to be con-
nected with this international fellowship, over which
the poet Rabindranath Tugors now presided. '

Sadly enough, on his most recent tour to South
America the poet had developed heart troable, and
had been seriously ill when the lecturer had left
India. Rabindranath wuas intending to spend the
coming summer in Ialy and Switzerland in rotire-
ment a8 & neighbour of the great Mrench Literary
Of ull the personalities
in the world to-day, the lecturer said, he believed
that Rabindranath Tagore's was the greatest,
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OUR LONDON LETTER is estimated at ten million bales agaiost which India is
L4 %o sapply eight million bales. America it is
4 [ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT ] z o g o requires eight hundred thousand bales and
& ; 3lst December, 1923, . takes over geventy per cent. of the output in hessiaus of
' 0“(‘““««%»%%?’?“ the Caloutta mills. The ruling prices are hﬂ'“:(s :‘,54 b:
—_  £58 a ton bat in October they were over the mark
It is midaight in Lond m. The °’1‘.i Xﬁr gives -'9{.‘“” i and there is a prospect that thi_y will return to that mark, '
ﬁbg:&’;? .‘:;d:; i?:g'%‘;ﬁ:,sn:.tv““ Ikeme ?ﬁe&mgl v:ho " The posm;nbof Jute lslt;omethlmg of a parallel to that of
i FI “We—=a00 L .
enter it in solemnity with prayer, others there be who Ru?ber—'u :: zsxga er gca :: Excise duty on Tndins
bail it in some formlof jolaiﬁc:ltion, accompained |i:i some bwpmon_” :h: ﬁtﬁl’f;e‘:nm &hm duty of the duty
cases with resolations and in most cases with hopes Cotlon Goods lition . ,
of shzmg:ﬁ happier year. And yei" New Yearjin ] Very soon goess long way fﬂ"‘&fdﬂmm a EﬂW;‘l}:; f
~apother respect is unlike—in South Africs it is & public | from which India has been suffering—a grievance w
liday, in London it is not and thers is mothihg Jto | i8 even admitted in some quarters in this country where,
distinguish it from an ordinary working day.of the weel, | the maintenance of the duty was to the'fl‘ Jn_nt.eresb. -
izned. by.the Western |. Among other reasons, the competition of Japanese
The Locarao Treaty bas been signed by.the Western | ¢ n'Goods with Indian Cotton Goods has hastened ,
Eoropean powers—which were nob “_’ﬁ'fly Joars 889 | the s'ep Lowards the repeal of the dq&y which unfairly,
engaged in 8 deadly war—and peace- gr“‘ ::f’pe-— # 1 bore on Indisu mancfacturers and incidently on the mill-,
o i bonnday queionhewon e i Froe St | S0Io7ss. The complin aias the Japsaes i b
i .+ | on longer hours eaper re. pension |,
Bonodary ~Coumimion, of which- sbe ot Aimg | 228 sleo helped tho setlement of the tronble Lebwocn
Judge, Mr. Richard Feotham, waa Chairman, will pever |- ™LL-owners ;‘I‘:" zn"{ °mP'°Y°:; o E"&.‘l"z.‘f"“ of wages
be published. ' he work of the Commision has becu ’;:e:a:fh:gges:vhichfmere ll!::fl:m l:sllm susgem
appreciated by the British Prime Minister—who himaself the duty aboa to reduce. : of

bas played no unimportant purt in bringiag-the Locarno .
npirig tg bear upon l:ge settlement of the question.-~In Rev. Winfred Simon B.A.L.Th. who recently left

Ireland the settlement has on the whols" been ‘well | London after bis ordination by the Bishop of Natal at .
received and a brighter and more hopefal spirit appeara { Warminster was married to Miss Margaret David B.A..
since to mark J,IE life of the lnf ,hm‘.’ghmpfﬁ_i, at St. John's Church, Bangalore, on the £ad December .
conntry. o © ©7 | last, The recepiion took place at  Rochestor Honse,”
How far the Locarno epirit has affected: Spain it is 3{;1;:’ gt.‘llmrTmiagn Rmhm’uim?:dg"vegfm‘“ ilqu:; )
difficult to say. But following almost iir the wake of -Indian ? Pries* in Durban fw.mn l:n ves -
the Loosrno Treaty Military Dictatorship ‘has bean | ("G Anglican : a8 rot years, _
rseded by Oivil Government and with its advent it India to work in the Charch in which his father hed .

b Y ‘laboured, Mre., Simon accompanies her hasand to

0 EHE EHGEHEEEEEIDIZIIIPIPIPIPIPrPIPC | requirement in the new year for manafacturing porposes
. ‘;

1
A
'
.

is hoped that Spain will now go ahead ia*regsining hex | . . g
pron[?:fity. e ] Africs oy ,

The Coclgmonwengbh fo éndia Eill presented in the
House of Commnns r. Geo nsbury is suphported
by » oumber of Labour M.PS, among thim beigs Got. | ROtary in South Africa
Wedgwood, Mr. Bramley, Mr. Lee Smith, Mr. Hoden | , .
Guest and Mr. Scare. It is a Bill with 187 olapses: A Great World i""orce ..

It parports to confer upon India the statas.of a self.
goverr‘;:!ingrDomini? fexoept i;t:fr m’l‘uh mu%mtions-ns e D
regards defence and foreign affairs, ¢ Vieeroy and | - v ; 3 Cee
Provincial Governments to have Cabiaets to- advise | - R (Specially Contribnted) - - i+
them, the Cabinets being collectively responsible to the | * e “Rotarian” movement has not tome a day too

L . . . soon in South Africa and Monday the 1t Feb. 1926 will
Legtalatures coustitnted entirely on an elective basis. be a Red letter day in the Rotary life of .l'.he.oou_nt_ry."'

The proposed constitution ia of a federal type ' with Eig . o e
. i hieen Rotarians from Great Britain Tepresen
' :l:unes ;:;vision i:u. Imulgll ?or the ngﬂi different Rotary Clabs under the leadership of Rohmnmflg N
the Bill, when the House re-asombles dfter-the Xmag | the following day they met the Cape Town Rotarians at -.
bolideye, will reach secood reading and. i s still more | JN10h a6 which a great and characteristic message was *
nky be i viemnon the Bl s o e vy Loy | i Cuother Best, truc th right ote when i
Tt bul spprociate the eflrts of this Fabonr MLBa | G s T iﬂfﬁtf? T ‘this nond
are for ill. ey ahow their interest jn.a | Ot .8 " :
D s e Um0 of e puy inpomer, | il sl o machthe Fotry i tis e, T
i . - - !
_ . of people were clearly defined.; Here we Lave the mix.
"H::e “m%‘“‘?r‘ﬂﬁ"&'i“& W asked the | tnre of black, yellowyand white, all loviog South Africs
A aoretary b C"pmmst'ﬂﬂm mdif&heapiritofaervicaandgoodwilll:fid.notexiuit
bad mch"‘mmm”’“n n a foreign Country. was not going t» be a particnlarly good day for South
stu&e'nm“ts, p:ﬁiuularl those ofm[mndgu W froups of | Afriea. No livi person can gay exactly bow we are
odents, particn t,hyh { Indian birth at Oxford going to live gide by side potting the oouatry first bat
v QAVETBLY 5 WIEELEr e waa in a position o give ‘any. [ oo must have the Rotary epirit if we are to come to-
mfgrtm}@latlon as ﬁ: ﬂal:d sfoureu_of ongin‘of these leaflats gether as we ghonld,” - ' e to-
m ha.de mkech““n :n u ncn'o:r .t'hu:hd“t“t;’éb‘f‘n s‘_‘fd whether. .| " Anq ghat is the Rotary Spirit ? "The motto of the
Hioks, the Homév miu e ;na midr.- Hl: Jopnsan- | Qlub puta the question in & nut-shell : “Service before
of cortain undes s"“““!bhwﬁ ? ';Ph{ch mh;“"ere elf.” That is the epirit that must ammate all if South °
on Indian Stad t:mo xford bat b, carried, Africa is rightfully and peacably to solve the bremendons -
his hon, a0d galant fiend wonld et e pirociod that ? of the Gape. Bomn o Curzathers Beattoe on_be-
puic’ mot t 'own Rotary Olab—aud n
any further statemeat e to his action i the matters udd, on I)e!ml},e of the bﬂtberryi_qubh Afri_t:m:ll_m gul:}?: ::

S W hibdiatiolly grown 3¢ Tudin dad ire - :
waifiior w’ﬂ! Whisnded a Somsdny o FOMH) Thn | lieaidre siprestdiatiod wiis Aag groly wb e “tiebid -
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g, has sent to India a message describing the oocasion

m t.he followmg terms ;—

Great wel come o thl ai Hotarians from Great Bri-
tain, (stop}: .Inuis, Bnh Treasurer presented magni- ,
ficen Umon aoix ‘ apetnwn Clob, (stop). Innis .
addressing Slr Devg rasgd Sarpad ﬂmy who, was pre-.,
:stm mi west and who i3 himself .a-

Bent as a-
Calentta otaﬂan ho Calentta . who send «fndian |
Flav ﬁhpt) Gapetown (woulﬂ) mpond with Sopth . Afri--
ag in India sbop.
president gave eloguent addresa on - fature Sou
Affica. Tummg to- 8if ‘Devaprasad, ‘b "appealed for,,
internationat poodwilt ob 6" Rotarlatt’ Jives turaugﬁuut
woild Ructaliset #id wrife. ' -
‘Bir Devn Frnbad Saivadhikety Whale-h nitedly, Hgrded
and ey Pdn and wad lottdly chected:
‘asgembly, 1f the métberd of ‘the cluby numﬁérmg
eighity, dﬂd représonting the best atd Toremost med .
Ca Wi, buslness ad Professivhal life, equilly "whote-’
hedﬂui o call §o Worthily meide’ hY tliost! |
thiﬂ vishwg Rutarlauufrdm Grent Britatn, fid 'by the
Rulai‘iﬁﬁfrofh Iﬁdtﬂ,’a tent ‘athietemént “Wwill .
hioe beeh made for, add 1o’ South  Afiden o~
ay e ¥nd Fetl.mtheféﬂ:'uf ok 1926, * -
But wﬂf the apinf ‘abide &ud ﬂeﬂ'ﬂfﬁ? Waild to
God, it otlld. It will be & grent had memorhble dag
indeed 18 thd Bouth Aftida annals, f it does. . ‘e Haf
that guideth all things visible in the dolﬂafy Rdwhaﬁ
frotr 6000 miles to the Kast, meeting’ thirty’ Kotariats
from 0000 miiles $o tHe West; meeting sighty. Rotariang.
in 6hv Sontly ‘African ‘Halfwiy - House -aod raising the’/
United Bbtatini Bavner. wibh she . tmdylng mouo of '
gefvies beforeself; . -, RPN
Jeis 2 filo leaveh b losventh an, md ;f the
varions - ofher Boifth* Afrigan: Rotsty .Oluby, ‘which the.~
British dolegates will soon be visiting df alt feclproaate
a truly gitat-end will bave beon achieved, 1 : a1
Bir Devapragnd - Sarvadiikary had alrmly o.-great |
reception at the hands of the .Port Elizabtth Retarians =

during his recent vi.it, and told them what Rotarian '

Spirit stands for. He came into touch with Pretoria
Robamnt thougly there wagnd time for & formal meet-
ing, and ke dx]aem taaitle dssales- ﬂom‘ thes¢ ola,
He has no doubt ‘that- eontact-«f the -British ' Rotariaus
with the clubs at Jol linnnesburg Durlnn; Port Elizabeth,
Pretoria, Pieteraiatilsbarg "will _hive gréater ;esulbs
A clnb will be establishied at Bloéfontein’ by the Bri.
tish Rotarians in this fatoucnble dtuiosphete.
‘There are now in the civilinid world in all the couatries
2030 of thess Rotary o nbs, animated d) the:samg mgtive, |
e samo noble.objective,. an mh— ‘Se n'noa
before sa ¥ f'he wovement, is gojng to e a g
po er, for good ce’rﬂaml; oeontnbuung tQ: yaane, gm)(‘r
mutmL}un érata g - ..,
not hhorefol‘e, come ?.day ‘tuo, s00n fo Sout.‘l‘-
Afrwe. e fay blie will be intercated Aft knqwing

that the ub_]ecta ofP Tlobary are to enconrageand foster:—r
(a) The idep of servics dod’ the basis of all worbhy .

i{igﬁ:ﬁ‘m’h{ nddr 3 {n1 ima;neu a;ﬂ profésairirzm- 4
p%(io%l 'o ﬂeﬁouafaﬁuﬁ‘:i:;:;q and ed':;l{ﬁdnnl '

(d) 'ﬂl& devaiomegat. of luqth'ﬂtdndﬂ a8, 4b qni:or-_"
(; ieogiillion of worthiness of Al usebul .om0d- -
pm‘.fdnd aﬁd ilie digaltylsy by auch Rhu(ﬂﬁn of hig
oeeriptliol 48 &h GPpottimity ts ketve Sdelety,” -

Tlie ddvdriguticht * a,f ﬂndét‘s gadmgz aoﬂw , afid
infatuatlstiel peddl thfough & worl ghip bf g .
ness and profess‘ona) men united in the Rbﬂify Itiéal ot

‘of Fel
'rue lhai'e ohg studies the wordidg 4l (e, meaitit of .
LT th oBjett; the thyre. biie I lm ifdascd {ith the |

-| {[nberoational "Peace;

~ Sir Carruthers Beatt.ee, Onp(E |
t

Cthe wholé 1

iﬂ wﬁ f]l bfdhghi it fobo liéﬂ:‘g ord ‘caby -be o]
t{t il hdut ugdersfau g] sagf aﬁod:: 1} trith-.
ottt tadurs it bty of oblied dpti hs.
Add uﬂmimwug L N AR
power of Bervice and our whuql will orap thu-;ﬁﬂalp,,

1 HﬁA Squantang b

,.g....,..., and_selffishmem. which block. lhe pathway W

thie wheel has no Self<Starter, The
emibtibnal foreo of an ardent idealism mnst be comoled
Iwith the idtehds mental effort of o mmd brained to busi--
ixﬁm;l:ofs y‘!:n'd l-t mn!t be ap‘ph b! each 1ndmdual*
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ASIATIC BILL
“A' DAY OF PRAYER

ROLL UP IN YOUR THOUSAN
TO THE MASs: MEETINC'DS

' RECORD YOUR SILENT PROTEST
AGAINST THE ASIATIC BILL{
In accordance with the resolution of the
Iexectmve .of the South African Indian Con.
igress, .every - Indinn throughout Natal is
‘asked 46 obsetye TUESDAY, the 23rd duy
'of February, 1926, 4s a day of Prayer and
’every Indian busmess house is requected to .

| lclozae the whole ‘day on thas date.

A ‘Mass Meating will be held at the

N RAWAT’S BIO ‘HALL, - Victoria® Street,

4Durban, at 10-30 a.m. on that day, when

iprayets will be offered to Almighty to instil
sepse of Justice in the hearts of the Minis-

rtlers and the Parhamentnnans of the Uhion, -

PtV LAwkene, |

I AppuL Hack KAIEE,

Vlce-Presufents.

e R. Patues, -

o : Acting Secretary,
SIS ¢ Nata) Indl it CongreSs

South Arricau Indian Congress

! |‘$‘_‘,.. AT R ALY

It terms 'of the décislon of the Execitiva
of the Squth, African Indfan ongress, the
3rd day.of February 1926 will be observed
as a day of prayer by the Indian commuaity
all ovédr South Africa ag 4 mar or sllesit
pfdtesl'. Against the liqultods and  unjust
;Aﬂlath}.B I and other liws which dlfferene
tlallyf Eflect the Indian gommunity and ,
Whidh are being rushed through Parilament

ont haste; :

tThe Provincial bodies will advise the

erud and tite of the prayer meetings that .
e

willl be, Eeld at each cenitre,
t 'An dppeal is‘made to all Indlan business
Pouses shroughout ¢ outh Africa to alode .
.ortheday SRR A
T e Busaldent, 5
IR 'A.Hl AJE‘E"
L b, i Socreta
i‘jii-"f" gilﬂ[n “rerr
: Actinu Bom Tronsarér

175 Groy B
7 Bty ‘.’f’.‘f‘;



