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"'WHOLE INDIA SUPPORTS SOUTH "AFRICAN
© " INDIANS’ STRUGGLE. . .
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There is no doubt that our deputation to. India have rendered , yeoman

Services to our cause. As & result of the able manner in which .tbey'-presentéd_
sour ¢ass, the deputation successfully enlisted the sympathy and snpport of the Indian
public and of the Press thronghout the length and breadth of that vast continent,

This is clear from the proceedings of the many gatherings of Congresses, Leagues,
and Associations, which met during Christmas week and which adopted strong
resolutions condemning the action of the Union Government and wholeheartedly
.supporting us in our struggle. - ' '

' INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

No soonsr had Mrs. Sarojini Neidu delivered her eloquent and inspiring:
address in whioh she referred at some length to.our case, than Mahatma Gandhi,
smidst thunderous applauso from an sudiance of over 16000 people, stepped into
‘the rosirum and moved the following resolution:— - - . O
‘ “The Congreas estends its cordial welcome to the South Alrican Indian Cong:
xoes Doputation aud assures tho Indian, settlers of South Africa of its full suppost in
Aheir struggle against. the-consolidated forces which threaten their very existence in
that subcontinent, - e
' “This Congress is emphatically of opinion that the proposed legislation known
44 tho Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Further Provision)' Bill
is in breach of the Smuts-Gandhi Agrooment of 1914, in that it is racial in chatacter
and is calonlated not only to make the position of settlers'niuch Wwozse than it was in
1014, but is dosigned to make residence in that country of any 59[{.;“1,3“;113,1?@ .
jmposaiblo, T .,|

“In the opinion of the Congress if the interpretation of the said agresment
as put upon it on behalf of the settlors is nob accepted by ihe Union Government, it
should bo docided by referenco to arbitration, as was done in 1893 in connection with
miatiors affocting the Indian sottlers of the Transvasl, and in matters aising from 'the
administration of Law 3 of 1895, o CR

« . “The Congress heartily endorses the suggestion that & Round Table Con-"
forenco, containing, among others, proper Indian represontatives, should: be called to
sottle tho question, and trusts that the Union Government will accept that reasonable-
Auggestion, . Co : o '

“In the event of the proposal of & Round Tablo Conference and proposat _

" regarding arbittabion failing, the Congress is of opinion that the Imperial Government

should - withio!ld Royal Assent to the Bill should it pass through the Unjon

Parliament.” < ot =

MAHATMA GANDEI'S MEMORABLE SPEECH,

Mabatma Gandbi first spoke in Hindi. He said the Bill proposed by the Diics’
. d y tho Union,
Government muarked the limit to which the Union Government could g0 to expel Indians..
A daputul:.mn had come to sook their help and the resolution he was proposing promised
that help in full meagure, Before the Congress adopted this he wanted them to remem™

ber that they ware Pledging themselves not to treat the mat; i
i ’ , ter lightly, If South.
African Indiang resorted to Satyagraha, as they did before et "

o

t.
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wmtodmmunncoabont&tyngmha,mdthonghhewuloohnsvuywdhoww!d
be strong and start Satyagrahe hers in India for South Afriea. © . .

Mabatms Gandhi then delivered the following speech in Engliah: Ho said :
8rimati Bazojini Naidu and friends :—This is the resolution which I have not only the’
greatest pleasure in submitting to you for appraval, but I considar it & rare privilege
that I am authorised by Sarojini Devi to place this bafore you. She has introduced
-me to you as a South African.: She might have added. *By adoption, though born

‘in India.” I was adopted there and you will discover that when Dr. Abdurahrian, the

- leader of the deputation, to which you will extend your cordial walcome, will 4all you

that Indisns of South Africa claim that they have given me to you. T aocept that
olaim. It is perfectly true that whatever service 1 have been able to render—it may-
be disservice—to India, it is because I come from South Africa. If it is disservice

it is not their fault; it is my limitation. Therofore, the evidence that I proposs to place
beiore you in support of the statement made here is that the Bill which is banging
like the Sword of Demacles over the heads of our conntrymen in South Africa, ia de.
signed not merely to heap greater wrongs upon their heads, but virtually to expel them-
from South Africa,

INDIAN’S FEELING.

Such is admittedly the meaning of the Bill. It is admitted by the Europeans
of South Africa, It is not denied by the Union Government itself. If such is the re
sult, you ocan imagine how keenly the Indians in South Africa must fecl. Tmagine
for one moment that the Expulsion Bill is to bo passed in the next scssion of the
Aspembly, expelling one hundred thousand Indians from India. What should we do or
how should we behave under such a crisis? 1t is under those ciroumstances that you have
the deputation in your midst. - The deuputation come here for support from the poople
of Indian from the Congress, from the Viceroy, the Government of India andthnmgh

it the Imperial Government itsolf.

Lord Raa.dmg has ngen them a long reply, and I wish I could have gaid also
a satisfactory reply. The reply His Excellency has given is as unsamfnctory a8 it is
long, and il that was all the sympathy Lord Reading proposed to give to the members
of the deputation he could have said that in a few words and spared them and spared
+this Jand the humiliating spectacle of a grest Government confessing its inability to
render proper redress to those who throngh no fanlt of their own, who, aa many South
African Europeans would admit, for their very virtucs, are now in danger of being
expelled from South Aftiea. To some of them South Africa is a land of their hirth.
Tt was no comfort t0 those friends of ours. It was no comiort to us to be told,
that the Indian Government has - always reserved to ilself the right to make re-
presentation to the South African Government—the right of petitioning—that is %o
say by a mighty Government, a Government which is suppcsed to hold the destiny of
300 millions of people in the hollow of its hands. That Government confesses its
powerlesaness| And why, because South Africa enjoys Dominion Statua,

' ' DOMESTIO POLICY.

Lord Reading has told the deputation that the Indian Government or the
Imperial Government cannot interfere with the domestic policy of a colony enjoy-
ing Dominion Status. What is the moeaning of * domestio policy  when that policy is
-caloulated to bring min upon the home of thousands of Indisn settlers domiciled tharo
10 whom they deny the common rights of humanity, Well, what would be the case
if instead of Indians they happened to be Europeans or Englishmen§ +:

Lot me quote & precedent. Do you know why thé great Boer War took plasel’
It took place in order to protect the Europeans of South Africa who were domisiled
there, or “Uitlanders” as they were described by the Transvaal Republican Govern-
ment. Tha late Mz. Joseph Chamberlain olaimed for the British Government $has even
if the Transvasl was an independent Government he declined to belisve thet this was
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pudy‘s'dbmuﬁo'poﬁoy'or domestic question. - Hoe claimed to protect the righta - of
the “Uitlanders” of Transvaal, and that was why the great Boer war took place.
WHERE ARE THE DECLARATIONS 1

Lord Lansdowne said that it made bis blood boil when he thought of the diss
abilities of Indians in Transvasl. Heheld that one of the potent causes of the Boer
Wor was the disabilities of Indians in South Africs, or more acourately Indians of the
Transvaal. Where are the declarations to-day?, Why does not the British Govern-
ment go to & war against the Union Government when the life, honour and livelikood
of 150 thousand Indians are at stake, e T e

'No body questions the description I have given. No body questions the' ever
growing grievance of the British Indians in South Afrisa. X you have seen a little
pamphlet by Bishop Fisher who had been to South Africs you will find thet therd
be gives & summary of the wrongs that are going to be heaped wpon the South African
Indisns. The Bishop has come to the impartinl conclusion that for these wrongs the
Indiana are not to blame. It is tho Europeans; it is the jealous European traders

it is tho insolence of the European power that is responsible for these wrongs, ‘He
gives his testimony that Indiane deserved better at the hands of Enropeans of South
Africa. . e

1 justice can possibly vindicate this wrong, if admission by South African Eu-

ropean statesmen could vindicate these wrongs, if right rales this world—for Bouth
AiﬁuitwiﬂbeimpoasibletobﬁngaboutthiaBiHanditwmnotbenoémsry for -

me to waste your precious time and the time of the deputation and waste the - money

-of the poor people of South Africa. : ' : : :
THRIFTY INDIANS. S
' . . . ' . BT

But no! Might is right. The Europeans of South. Africa have ckossn to,

heap this wrong upon our countrymen, and for whas purposs ¥ Conflict of the two
civilisations, as General Smuts said. He cannot pub up with that and he thinks Euros .

peans of South Africa consider that they will be overwhelmed by the East if thoy allow

these hordes to pour down to South.&ﬁ_n'cafm_m Judia, But bow could we corrupt their

oivilisation t Is it because we live as thrifty men and women ? Becaunse we are not
ashamed ‘o hawk vegetables and fruits and bring them to the very doora of the South
African housewife. This is the éonfict. S

r oy

ra

i - . i
. Someone hes said (I do not know where, but only recently) that Europeans
in Bouth Africa dread the sdvent of Islam that civilised Spain, that took the torgh. of
light to Africa and preached to the world the Gospel of Brotherhood. Thoy are afraid
thatthomﬁmofﬂouthﬁricammbmingklam, Ifbrqtherhoodisgain,i{j'&-
ipoqulityofeoloumdmceathattheydmd,thanthtdreadhwonfounded. The thing -
i8 they want to become lords of the universe. They want to appropriate the land for
‘themselves. The Kaisor, though down-trodden, fears, an Asiatic foderatjon and spoah
©veD from bis haunt that it is & danger which Europeans should guard thomusl‘v‘eu'
against, That is the conflict of oivilisation and that is why Lord Reading is powerless
1o intervene in their domestio policy. _ "
‘ UNEQUAL STRUGGLE. - Co

+  Buch are the tremendous consequences of the sbruggle which this resolution
slegcribes ss unoqual, and it is in that unequal straggle that this Congress is called wpon
and s priviloged to take its due share. I want to make an appeal, if my voice can go

aa far as Bouth Africa, to the statesmen that are ruling the desting of South African

. .-‘IhavomfnrgivenonlythodnrknideoiSonthAﬁcmEmo .
‘ poans, Let me-
Taho?yfhftlolmmamongthamaomeofmymoabpmoimﬁimdsanﬂl have mei:;
“from individual South African Europeans thie greatoct kindness and greatest hospitality.

-
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1 olsim’ also to know ‘Gensral Smuts, though I may not claim ta be his friend. Ho was
a party to the agreement on behalf of his Government. He it was he who said thas
the British Indians in South Africa deserved this settlement, It was he who said that -
this was s final settlement and that Indians should not threaten passive resistence and
that the Europeans settlers in South Africa sbould allow reet to the Indian commu-
th_ BROKEN TLEDGES.

, But hardly had I turned my back from South Africa than o seriea of wrongs began
to be heaped upon them, Where is the plighted word of General Smuts  General Smuts
will go one of these days the same way that every human being has o tread, but his
words and deeds shall remain after him. He is not a mere individual. He spoke the
right thing in his representative capacity. He claims to be a Christian and every one
of these members of the South African Government is a Christian. They claim to be
Christians. Before they open their Parliament they read out the common prayer from
the Bible and o South African Divine opens the proceedings with a prayer that goea
up to God, not of white men, not of the Negro, not of the Mussalman, not of the
Hindu, but the God of all.

T say this from my place and position, and knowing my responsibility to its
fulleat extent,-that they deny their Bible, they deny their God, if they hesitate for one
moment, if they fail to render the elementary justice that is duo to the Indians of

South Africa.” .
X MAULANA MAHOMMAD ALl ‘

Maulans Mahommad Ali seconded the resolution in Urdu. He said that it was
‘because the nation had not taken to the spinning wheel and had on the other hand
established many war fronts in the form of fights betweon Hindus and Muslims, Bruh-
mins and non-Brahming, No-changers and Swarajists, and now the latest betweon
Bwarajists and Respovsive Co-operators, that they were feeling helpless in helping their
brothers in South Africa.  He, however, felt that Mahatma Gandlki had introduced

-& new force, the readiness to die—with which they could defy the most mighty., The
speaker offered himself for service in South Africa any time that his life was roquired.

MR. KARANDIKAR,

- Mr. Karandikar, Ex-member of the Council of State in suppcrting the Resolu-
tion said : Madam President, ladies and Gentlemen: Sometime ago this question was
discussed in the council of state. Y then came to know the attitude of the officials and
T oame to know that the government of India was anxious to do all that they could
but in the end it turned but to b e nothing more than an impotent rage that they
could not do anything and I zaised the question before the House as to who induced
the Indian people to go to South Africa and settle there. On looking to tho history
of this question I came to know that it was under pressure from the Home Govern-
ment that the Government of Indis, the Company Government, framed 8n ennctn.eng
authorising the enrolment of indentured labourers for the benefit of white aottlers in.
South Africa, They were then led to believe that those who would go there could
sottle there s citizens, It was undor that impression that they went over
there. It is now oruel to them, when the purpose of the whites has boen served, that
they are 0 be ropatristed These Indians there have as much right to 'live there s
we have the right to live here. I should think that the Indians have a right to follow
their brethren whorever they go and to sce that they are respectod and live as uny other
British cltmn. It is the logic of nationsl idea that if any individual goes {rom one-
oountryto another, it is the right of other individuals to follow him. I is therefore
thie privilege of India to look after our people who went there and to do our best for
the amelioration of our people there. With these words I support the resolution.

The President: I put the resolution to vote. Do you support it whole-
haartadly. (Gnes of 4all,” “all”). Is any body sgainst it (Criee of “no,” “no.”)
The raao]ut:on is oarried unanimously. In addition to what Mahatma Gandhi had
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said I like to add a few words of tribute to the distinguished sons'of India who have
como from South Africa to vindicate our honour. I now call upon Dr. Abdurahman
to address the meeting.

DR. ABDURAHMAN.

Dr. Abdurahman then came to the rostrum to acknowledge wy the
resolution passed, which ha said was the first thing since their arrival in Indis thak hn.:i
inspired them with a little hope for the future (Applauss) He had no doubt thai if..
only they could get Mahatmaji to put their case before the Indian people tyer-e wou?d
be no difficulty in getting the Indian nation to stand by the sons of India in their
sufferings in South Africa. .

The Union Government’s Bill intended that the Indian ¢ommunity be either
exterminated or hounded out. “The majority of us in South Africa are not going to
to give in (Hear, hear) We fesl we are fighting your battle ; that when & wound is in-
flicted on us we feel it has been inflicted on our Motherland—the Great Indian Empire.

“LIFE OF EMPIRE. * ‘

As Mahatmaji has said, we are disappointed with the Viceroy’s reply. Ha
said that we could not interfere with the domestic legislation of South Africa. Why
i3 it domestic ! We are fortunately or unfortunately a part of the British Empire,
and it is becsuse we are a part of the Empire that the Government .of Indis is im-
potent and belpless, (Shame.) ¥f the British Empire only means exploitation of
non-European races, if it stands only for letting Europeans exploit the weak—the sooner
the life of $his Empire is done with the better it is for the world.” (Applause,),

He asked those in the Councils that if the Government of India failed to assist
them, they should put the South African issue in their elections and throw out all Bills_
‘Do not eanction a farthing and hold up all government machineries until we, who
are treated 4s political helots and are held in industrial serfdom, are treated honourably.”
(Applause). ‘ bt
MAHATMAJI WANTED.

Dr. Abdurahman pleaded that they should let Mahatma Gandhj go to South
Africa just for a few months and all their troubles would be over. Mahatma Gandhi did
not look ill. The longer he spoke the stronger his voice grew. Mah atmaji
knew their difficulties. They had no schools %o give education to their
children o to loarn skilled trade. The law of the land prohibited them ' from
being 30 employed. (Cries of shame.) If only Mahatmaji could go ‘with them, all
troubles would vanish, just as snow melted befors the morning sun.

They must have discovered again and again that they were suffering because
they were members of the British Empire. “If you had some battleships to-day, if
you had your armmy, a little handfu] of the so-called whites who ware vomitted forth
on the shores of Africa from the slums of Europe would not have dared do what they
are doing to-day, No Englishman would be let to suffer these conditions for 24 hours.”

BRITAIN MUST VETO.

We are going through the country. I have told the Viceroy we are going
to ask the people of India to back him up. The Viceroy must tell Great Britain
that she must exercise the Power reserved under Section 65 of the South Africa,

ill ; and if the British Government does not use that poy

shoul _ power, then
it will sh.ow 'that they have tricked us, They have betrayed us because they put
that Section into the Act, and they refuse to use it. We are your soldiers.’ We are

not beaten. Wo are not going to give in. It is your duty to say, “Go on boys ;

fisht on in South Africa ; we will stand by you ; we will support you in overy way.



THE: NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION.

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU’S SPEECH.

RETALIATORY MEASURES URGED.

The most important resolution was that relating to “Indians in South
‘Africa,” In moving the resolution Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru said that the treatment of
their countrymen, whether settled in the Crown Colonies or in the Self-Governing Do-
minions, had been & matter in which Indian public opinion had taken the most vital
interest for the last 20 years. They had been watching the doings of the various Go-
vernments in the Crown Colonies and in the Self-Governing Dominions with the greatest
«concern and st times their legislations had evoked the greatest amount of indignation
in this country. It seemed o him, however, that their greatest fears were on the
point of being realised within the next few months, if not weeks.

They must have read, he continued a speech delivered by Dr. Abdurahman,
the leader of the Deputation whick had come from Seuth Airica and the reply which
His Excellenoy the Viceroy had given to him. They had been reading & great denl
about the Bill which was now engaging the attention of the South African (fovernment
and they lmew the steps which the Government of India had taken during the last
few months. They also knew that the Government of India had eent o Deputation
consisting of three or four gentlemen to South Africa. Sir Tej Bahadur did not wish
to say anything on the present occasion with regard to that Deputation which might
msake its task, diffioult as it was, more difficult.

UNDISGUISED TYRANNY.

But there was no unse disguising from themselves the oritical condition’of affairs
o South Africa. Tho South African Government had not used any diplomatio language
—they had indulged in the bluntest possible langnage so far as thejIndian intorests in
South Africa were concerned. Those who had read the speech of the Minister in charge
of the Bill wonld remember that the South African Government did not make it a
secret that the whole aim and object of their policy was to ultimately exterminato
Indians in South Africa, When the Boer War came about, the conssience of many
of the British statesmen was pricked and the late Mr. Joseph Chamberlain said in effeot
that his blood builed to consider that & section of His Majesty's subject should be
treated in a maunner in which they were being treated by the Boer Republic, ILord
Lansdowne also made a similar observation.

Just after the termination of the Boer War when the South Africon Govern-
ment desired the Parliament to incorporate them into a Union certnin special provisions
were laid down in the Act professedly with the object of protecting the interests of
Asiatios, and in regard to Indians or Asiatics settled in the provinoes, the administrators
of the provinces were charged with a special duty to protect the interests of Asintics
and Indians. Similarly there was a provision in the Act reserving to the Crown the
power to veto. So far as the provinoial legislation in South Africa was concerned the
speaker was not aware of many occasions on which the obligations cast upon the pro-
vincial administrators to protect Indian interests hod been discharged with that care
which they were entitled to expect from the administrators, having regard to the pro-
visions of the Constitution.
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YEARS OF NEGOTIATION.

The last fourteen or fifteen years went on the spesker, had been a history of
rnegotiations between the Government of India and the Bouth African Government—
- negotiations carried on by representations or by the despatch of special officers or the

Deputations. Meanwhile during this interval there was an agreement arrived at
between General Smuts and Mr. Gandhi in or about the year 1913 which led Mr. Gandhi
~and the Indian settlers there to believe and hope that an amicable settlement had been
arrived at which was consistent with the interests of India and their sentiments and the
“Indians here thought that their countrymen in South Africa would be treated with the
-ordinary rights and privileges which belonged to His Majesty’s subjects in every part

-of the British Empire. ‘

It was now said that the action which the Union Government proposed to take

-was by n0 means inconsistent with the settlement arrived at between General Smuts

and Mr. Gandhi. A remarkable point about the argument wasthat Mr. Gandhi, one

-of the parties of the settlement, had absolutely repudiated the interpretation which
was now songht fo be put wpon it.

RETALIATORY MEASWRES.

There were some countrymen of his who had suggested that the Government
-of India should adopt retaliatory measures. The speaker himself once suggested re- ‘
“talistory measures so far as the South African coal was concerned. Similar suggestions
“had been made in regard to South African settlers in India or those employed by the
‘Government, of India. But it was no use disguising from themselves the fact that any
retaliatory measure that they might take against South African settlers in India or
"those employed in Government service or even against South African coal, would at
"best demonstrate their indignation and their strong feeling with regard to the matber.
“8o for as the course of conduct of the South African Government was concerned that
-would continue to be unaffected thereby. It would have bden quite a different pro-
. - position if in India there was a fairly large number of South African settlers or Govern-
ment employees. Therefore, while he supported that part of the resolution
referring to the adoption of retaliatory measures, he was glad that the resolution did
not suggest any specific method of retaliation but called upon the Government of India
“to devise means of adopting a policy of retaliation with the object of clearly demon-
strating their feeling of indignation in regard to that matter.

There was, he proceeded, another power provided by the Statute which they
“invoked in their aid, and that was the power of the veto of the Crown. They had been
“told thet they did not make allowaics for the fact that South Africa was a Self-govern-
-ing Dominjon and that it was of the essence of Self-Government that the Dominion con-
cerned might do anything it liked in regard to a matter of domestic policy. They were
-not oblivious of that fact. They knew to their regret that while South Africa was a
-Dominion and therefore could exercise that liberty or licenss in regard to the Indians
they were not a Seli-Governing Dominion with the same amount of liberty or Iicense’
But taking facts as they were the position was that one part of the British Empire o;
-the British Commonwealth was in truth waging war against another part of the same
Empire. It was no use disguising that fact.

EXCEPTIONAL CTROUMSTANCES,

The South African Govemment made no seoret of its aims, objects and polie
There wag no escape from the conclusion that that Government having built u iz;
; pr?speﬁty upon the labours of Indians, having taken them at ome time 1::r«:nn
~this country aud having used them to their advantage, now wanted to0 turn them oub
~—to cast them adrift as if they hndnotiuoreonnecﬁonwiththeBﬁtish Empi
«If there was an occasion when the power of veto by the Grown could The legitim:t:l;
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used, that occasion was the present one. (Hear hear) for it would not do for His-
Majesty’s Governraent to say. Oh, we are not prepared to advise the Crown that re-
sort should be had to that exceptional power, because one might very well ask if”
that power was not to be used on an exceptional occasion of this character, when was
it going to be used than? Exceptional powers must be used to meet exceptional cir-
cumstances. Could they visualise a more exceptional occasion than the present one ¢

Continning Sir Tej Bahadur said the resolution entered a protest against the
policy of the South African Government and called upon the Government of India that.
‘when all other efforts had failed and negotiations had come to an end, to take courage-
in hoth hands and say to His Majesty’s Government that now was the time for them
to convince 350 millions of Indians that their interests, honour, liberty and freedom
were a3 much the concern of His Majesty's Government as the interests of the Seli-
‘Goveming Dominions. Leaving aside the above question he said that they had been

told that the Government of India had been pressing the claims of Indians upon the -

South African Government and also of His Majesty’s Government in ways more than

one. They had been told that they had been urging upon the Government the necessity -

of a Round Table Conference. So far as the South African Government was concerned
- it had not shown any dispcaition to agree to such a Conference.

Whatever might be the result of 4 Round Table Conference the most im-

portant point was that the legal and the economic claims of His Majesty's subjects in..

South Africa should be placed beyond 21l doubt, recognised as being equal to those in
South Africa. "Any concession on that point would be strongly resented in Indis and
no_Government of India could hope t¢ be excused if the Indian interests were sacrificed, .

merely because it had got to deal with & Self-Governing Dominion. He admitted that

" it.-waq not & proud position for any Government to go on urging, pleading and supplicat-
ing anather Government belonging to the same Commonwealth and the same Empire -
but taking things as they were perhaps that position was inevitable for the Government
of India, But the real pressure ought to come from His Majesty’s Government (Hear,
bear.) If they declined to interfere in a matter like this, such little faith as they

liad in the Conservative Government would bs absolutely destroyed. Ho would have

very little faith in the Baldwin Government, if on an occasion like this the Premier did
not rise equal to the Imperial interests which were no other than the intorests of India
and the interests of Bugland at one and the same time, (Applause.)

THE ALL-INDIA KHILAFAT CONFERENCE.

Strong speeches were made at the Khilefat Conforence and the following
resolution was unanimously adopted i— :

“This All-Indie Khilafat Conference expresses its profound sympathy with
its South African Indian brethren in their struggle for protection of their national and
civie rights and assures them that every Indian fervently desires success to their cause -
and would do every thing possible for them in their present condition of helpless slavery.”

ALL-INDIA NON-BRAHMIN CONGRESS.

Following resolution was passed unanimously. The All-India hop-Brahmin
Congress extends a hearty welcome to the Indiqn Deputation from South Africa and
sssures the South African Indians that this Congresiwgd Non-Brahmins in the country-
will do everything ip their power to help them in their jyst and moral fight for getting
their legitimate rights of equal citizenship now not recopnised by the White population
in South Africa. The Congress desires to impress on the Viceypy, the Government of .
India and the British Cabinet thst nothing is calculated more to\jmpair the unity of
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the British Empire than the feeling of respntment which is fast growing in the country
at the inigiiltous trestment which is now given and is in future-intended %o be given
to Indian ssttlers in & portion of the British Empire, and urges on them the necessity
of giving & practical manifestation of their sympathy by taking such steps, retaliatory
or otherwm, as would ensure the recognition of the just nghts of Indians by South
 A¥rican Whitea. . :

THE ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE.

'. mtollomg regolution moved by Mr.sAsafali of Delhi mumnnnously
passed at the 17th Session -of the Muslim League :— _—

.. “The All-Indis Muslim League wholeheartedly supports the Indisn settlers
of South Afrioa in their just and honourable struggle against the consolidated-forces-
whinh threaten their very existence, and extends its most cordial welcome to the South
Afrlcan Indian Deputation, now in India. The League views with the greatest appre-
hengion, and -enters its emphatic protest against the Areas and Immigration and Re-
gistration (Further Provision) Bill which the Government of the Union of South Aiuca.
proposes to paas, during the next session of the Union Parliament. The Leagua further
Trges upon the Government of India t6 make a strong representaticn to the Union
"Govemmeni and secure &8 Round Table Conference before any further action ‘is-
'ta‘f:en—ﬁy the Union Government in respect of the proposed Bill, ‘and #hould 'this
_muonablo proposal be declined, and the Bill forced through the Union Parliament,
'_theﬂuﬂmheagmappedstothalmpeml Govemnant,tomhholdmmenind_
dmn!luw the meagure.”



INDIA'S HONOUR AT STAKE

-

MOTHERLAND TO STAND BY HER CHILDREK. ABROAD.

ENTHUSIASTIC. MEETING AT EXCELSIOR "THEATRE, BOMBAY.

“Do not-sell India’s honour.. The whole country is behind you and you
.will have our whole-heart snpporb in your life and death struggle. Do not yield.”
“This; in effeot, was the assurance given to our brethren in South Afrioa by the Citizens
of Bomba.y at the mnmmoth meeting held st the Excelsior Theatre. ' !':. «

HJa nghneas the Aga Khan premded and the npeu.kera mclnded ol shades of
poht:cal o uuun and castes and creeds,” This fact and ‘the warmth with which the
apeeches were delivared proved, it proof were needed, that ‘whatever dur internal dif-
Jerences India was' united on ‘the point that the honour ‘of ber children abroad was.
the ‘hondur of the Mother Oountry and that nho 'was detenmned that it lhonld be vmdx-
ca‘bedatllloostl. ‘ R

(RIS A.mammoth meetmg of the c:twens of Bombay was held in ‘Iihe Melmor
1.Theatre on Friday 1bth.January 1926 to record their protest agmnsp the Anh-Amho
<Bill proposed 40 be passed jn South-Africa. H. H. The Aga Khan preudeﬁ on the ogoa-
.:sion..” The auditorium galleries and the stage were packed to tha ~utmost by, { 5 pm.
Iaml when H, H, the Ags Khan came with the conveners of the meeting he received &.
4remendous ovation, .A.mongst those present were Dr. Abdurahman ‘and Borab]l
Rustomjee, members of the South African Indian Congress deputation also Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Ledy Petit, Sir C. H. Setalwad, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Sir Stanley Reed, Mr. M. R.
Jayakar, Mr. Joseph Baptista, Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai, Miss Mitha Tata, Hon. Mr.
Ruttonsey D. Morarji, Mr. Lalji Naranji, Mr. Fozul Ibrahim, Mr. Byramjeo.
Jecjesbhoy, Mr. 8. A, Brelvi, Mr. P. Joseph, Mr. H, P, Mody, Mr. J. B. Petit,
Mr. J. K, Mehta, Mr, Meyer Nissim, Mr. Jalbhoy Rustomjes, Mr, Feedahoosen
Mahomedally, Mc. Ismail A. H. Mooss, Dr. Rajabali V. Patel, Dr Y. G.

Deshmukh, Mr. Mawji Govind, Mr. K. Natrajan, Mr. B. 8, Turkhad.

Mr. B. G. Hornlman who arrived a little late when His Highneas the Aga
Khan was addressing the meeting reccived a hearty reception by continued cheers,

The ohief ieatuto of ithe meeting was the presence of a number of ladies who
evinced g keen interest in the proceedings and also a few English olergymen who were
seated on the stage.

Mr, J. B. Petit at the outsot read letters and telegrams from Mr. Jamnadas.

Dwarkadas, Sir Dinshaw M. Pelit, South African Indian Congress, and Cape British

~ Indien Council who sympathised with the object of the meeting, The South African

TIndian"Congress in their message said they expected mother India to respond to their-
appeal in the hour oi their supreme need and trial.

P

H. H. AGA KHAN'S SPEECH.

His Highneas tho Aga Kban said :

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—It is thirty years since I first had the hoxbur of
“presiding at & mesting of my countrymen to protest against the treatmens of Indians
in South Africa. I should be sorry indeed if ¥ had to try and remember how many
public meetings in this town and in other places in Indis,.in the Caxton HMall, how



Supplement to Indian Opinion. 12th February, 1926.

BOMBAY’S PROTEST MEETING.
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meni regarding the position of Indians in the South African Union.
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many committee meetings of the Indian Over-ghas Association in England, how many
‘private consultations with Sirs Phirozesha Mehta, Bhownagree, H, Wadia, Sapru and
‘Mesars, Gokhale and Polak and others I have attended during these las. thirty years.
Looking back it seems to me one long and unending series, ‘Nor can I forget -that
‘when in 1896 T first sttended a meeting of this description this was already an qld
grievance and that for already morg than a'decade it had been agitaling the minds
«of our settlers in Africa and thinkers in this country. Ladies and Sentlemen, $hese
giaple and dull'statements of biographical facts are to my mind more eloquent than
any words at my command to describe what our people have gone through in - that
pett of the world. It means forty years of humiliations inflicted upon them of haras
sing legisletion and ordinances, of offensive rules and regulaficus, of constant p_in-
pricks and of many bludgeon blows borne with characteristic patience with forbear-
ance, with fortitude ; and these forty years have seen also ‘on the part of the leaders
'of the Indians in South Africa and of the lesding Indians in this country the suc-
cession of concessions of the so-called compromisers to give up the inherent rights
for the sake of peace and in ogder o save the small number of our people oub there
from total ruin and the final destruction of their self-respect. Not only the claims
of 8 common Imperial Citizenship, not ouly the respect which their willing services
to the cause of the development of South Africa but many promises have been for-
gotten. I need not now remind you of the heroia gtruggle carried by Mahatma
-Gandhi in 1906 which lasted till 1914, of the Nata] Boroughs Ordinance, Township
Franchise Ordinnnce, of the Licensing Ordinances, of the social and political
buniliations which have beed heaped on our people. Gentlemen, you will soon hear
from the representatives of our countrymen out there the disastrous effects of
the now y.roposed legislation. . :

Ladies and Gentlemen, some tw-enty years ago I had the honour of pre-
eiding at a meeting of the citizens of this city in the Town Hall and of those who
then addressed that meeting I think there are but twe now alive who will address-
“you to-day, nsmely, Mr. Baptista and myself. I then urged immediate steps to-
‘wards retalistion and reciprocity. But now to-day and on this occasion and speak-
/ing a8 man to man I want to make one final and I hope not unfriendly appesl to
the leaders of South Africa. Before it is too late they should not finally closs the
.doors of undersianding and conciliation in our face. I appeal to them first of sll

“that the great conceasionn made by Indians in the well-known Smuts-Gandhi Agree-
ment should be accepted as final in the letter and in the spirit and that nothing
should be done to go backeon that agreement. I appeal to the many right-think-

ing men in South Africa to whom Mr. Andrews has referred in his despatches to use

all their influence that the spirit cf that agreement should be for ever :kept -alive.
‘The overwhelming majority of the Indians in South Africa are African borz or na-
tives of that country or descendante of those who worked for Africa and they thém-
selves work for the common welfare and development of that ‘vast dominion. Many
were brought to labour on a mere pittance so that the capitalist Whites ' should

_ prosper. I apgpeal to them to remember that the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement and the

“many present laws and restrictions make White domination ir South Africa 'a cer-
“tainty and that there is no real danger to their narrow ideas from onr competition,
which is in fact co-operstion tawards the econmomic development of that country.
T appeal to the conscience of the White races out there and I should like to 'n;

":» few definite questions to them. . ) ’ P

Do the statis'ics prove thatthe Indian is a law brea;ke:r 8¢ iminal § O
. - , 8 criminal §  Cer-
-ainly not. Is he an anarchist, s revolutiorary, a bomb-thrower? No, . | ? .
s I the Indian the owner of the dram shop of the house of ill-fan ‘f - 4}
gambling-hole 1 No. 0P % Hho harmeo of Hl-fame .‘-’f ﬁhe
’ - - UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS,

We are told by historfins that the Arab domiz; i .
e Arab dominions came to beoa
‘1hey took good care to take with them the family fend of the duertg:zond x
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Pyrénoes and as far as the great Wall of Chins. Has the Indian taken his gne
seemly Hindu-Muslim' aquables, his caste and sectarian biokerings to South Africa?
Certainly not. Out there and beyond the seas the instinctive commoa-sense of the
Indmnhasasuertedmolf,andmthenﬂerlndmomdemdoﬁndumdhdu,
Well then, gentlemen, let us take another seriea of acousations. We are acoused of
theasmtarydangmﬁummenatomsandhnhta. Has the Indian been the cham-
pion of consciefitions objection to vaceination in South Africa? Has he objeated so-
inoculation sgainet plague or has he by bis careless nse of water helped malaria ¢ Qer-
tainly not.

Is he & debaucher or drunkard ? Most certainly not. Throughout that
continent he has shown his qualities, patience, hard work, simple and innocent do-
mestic enjbyment, and if in gome way his standard has not been that of the European,
it is bacause as labourer he was not protected and was forced for the welfare of bis
master to accept wagea which reduced him below the White Standard.

Ladies and gentlemen, once more I make $his final appeal to ‘the consoi-
ence of the White men out their not to forget our common Empire, our membership
of the League of Nations, our common humanity, the earnest pleadings of Sapra
during the last Imperial Conference, the many friendly conocessions of Gokhale and
Gandhi, and above all the loyal co-operation in the daily business of lifs. for more
than fifty years of the Indians of South Africa and to voluntarily and graciously
dmp this’ needlln and humilisting Bill. )

DR. ABDURAHMAN.

FINAL "ROUN'.D- P” OF INDIANS IN SQUTH AFRICA.

Dt. Abdurahman naxt addressed the meeting on the presont situation. After
thanking the publioc of Bombay for the very cordial welcome accorded to the Soutk
. African deputation and expressing his indebtedness to the Presa for the publicity given
to their canse and the manner in which their grievances weze espoused, he expressed
gratification ab the bold stand taken by the Congress, the Muslim League and other
Associabions in India towards the sad plight of her countrymen and women in South
Africa. He analysed the disabilities of Indians settled in that country and outlined tlm
mgplications of the various pieces of legislation pmmd against them. South Afnca
he proceeded, consisted of four provinces—the Cape Provmoe, the Orange Free Statn,
_ Transvaal and Natal with an aggregate white population of 1,600,000 and an
Tndian population of 160,000 only. In the Cape Proviuce, the Indians lived mostly
in the tawns, more than one-half of them in Cape Town, and they had all gone there
ag free men, and not under any system of indentured labour. But in the other pro-
vinces, pactioularly in the Orange Free State, miscalled a Free State but actually a
. slaye State of the British Empire, no one, whether ke was an Indian or a coloured man,
waa permitted to live there except under certain prohibitive conditions, They were
rigidly excluded and such of th m aa continued there could only do 8o as long as they
_.continned to remain in the service of the white men. In the Transvaal, there were
15,000 Indians, freé men, who did not go there under any system of indenture, a.pd
‘were mostly traders from the vegetable hawker to the wholesale merchant, In Natgl,
they had 140,000 Indisns, many of whom went: there as Iabourers from India-in reaponse-
t0's very usgent appeal made by the Government of Natal to the Government of India
to ship labourers out there to save the colony from barkruptoy and ruin:' The Indians.
. had transformed that eolony into » prosperous condition it now held, and it was en.‘.led
the Garden Colony of South Africa. .

WHAT INDIANS HAVE DONE FOR THE GOLONY

" Dr. Abdurshman declared thst what the¥Indians had dome for the Colony
" neither. the whites mor the natives could do. 4
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Continuing, he said the}Indian settlers, after serving their indenture, settled

down there and by dint of| bard Iabour, thrift and enterprise grew to be prosperous,
so that to-day in Natal the Indians constituted a2 very important pmpom‘on of .the
population of the Colony. They fell under threo groups, namely, traders, agriculturists,
“and the'Colonial born Indians. The latter though not quite as good agriculturists as their
forefathers, had, nevertheleas, built up a position of importance in South Africa. e
said that the whole South African position, put in a nut-shell, amounted to this, namely
that, except in the Cape Province, the Indian was virtuslly a pulitical helo:b and he had
no representation in Parliament or legislatures of the country or in s-.ny local

body.

It was a long drawn out struggle which the Indians had waged during the past
quarter of & century or over for their rights and liberties; and matters had now reacifed

a olimax in the introduction of the Areas Bill which not merely sought to impose in- -
iquitous restriotions upon them, but bade fair to bring about their total extermina-

tion from that country.

Dr. Abdurshman pointed out that the members of the deputation and other
Indian leaders of the community had done everything possible to bring about some
settlement before the deputation left South Africa. They had waited on the Minister
responsible for $he Bill and sppealed to him to withdraw it and called for a round table
conference consisting of representatives of the Indian people, the representatives of
- the Union of South Africa and the representatives of the Imperial Governmert. The
Union Government hsd spurned this offer. .

IMPLICATIONS OF THE BILL.

Dr, Abdurahman next dealt with the implications of the RBill which, he de-
olared, struck &t the very oot of the existence of Indians in South Africa. He quoted
examples to show in what way the different classes of the Bill would saffect them. For
instance, au Indian dared not purchase or lease immovesblo property in any part of
the towns outside the proclaimed areas. The effect was that with the passing of the ‘Bill
and the proclaiming of areas no Indian in South Africs to-day would be permitted
to buy an inch of ground outside those areas, What was worse, if an Indian, whé was -
fortunate enough to possess immovable property in those restricted areas, happened
o possess 0o progeny his land would be sold to the whites, Another olanse lai¢ down
that 0o now trading licenses would be given to Indians fo trade outside the proclaimed
areas, nor the old licenses be renewed. The effect of all this, said the speaker, was
that in & short time no Indian would be permitted to trade whatsoever, as
leases of properties wonld cesse to be theirs eitheron the death of the
property-holder or on the expiry of the tease. He quoted the opinions of the Chief Justice
who had severely ocriticised the ethics underlying the system of segregation.
The other offensive clanse dealt with the agricultural' population of Natal, There a
thirty-mile belt had been proclaimed and no Indian conld acquire immovable property

" outside this belt. ' : '

He said the whole intention and purport of the Bill was to orush the Indian
trader outside the segregated areas and reduce them to a state of serfdom. The law
made no provision for compensation for ioss and deprivation of properties owned or
leased by Indians, ° S F

* A NEGATION OF SMUTS-GANDHI AGREEMENT,

. The Bill was & complete negation of the Smutn—Gandhi'.Agreement., The pro-
visions of th-e new Bill were not only absurd, but simply inbuman. One elau.so laid
down that if an Indian failed to bring his wife to the Colony within five years from
1st Angns&‘l925,. ke would not be able to bring her at all (Cries of Shame.) The
same clause applied to children gg well (laughter.) o
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FINAL “ ROUND-UP” OF ALL INDIANS.

Dr. Abdurabman referred The Colour Bar Bill which was in process of being
placed on the Statute Book. According to it no Indian or native would be permitted
to be in obarge of any machinery. This was intended, be said, to keep the Indian out
of job.

He emphasized the fact that all these Jaws were intended to bave the cumu-
lative effeot of hounding the Indians out of the land or else reduce them to abject
slavery. That was the prospect before the South African Indians at the present moment.

With the loss of Parliamentary and Municipal franchise and the deprivation
of all other rights of citizenship, it would end in a final “ round-up * of all Indians re-
siding there. The prospect reminded the speaker of a wild hunt, where the animals
were chased from the hills 'and the only escape was the relentless seas whero they
were slsughtered. Moreover, the racial stigma which the Bill sought to infiict was
keenly resented by every Indian. The Indians did not claim that they were supcrior to
the white, but the fact remained that the Europeans had yet to show that they were
in anyway superior to them.

APPEAL FOR INDIA'S SUPPORT.

The prospect before the Indians was no doubt gloomy, but the Indians were
determined to fight to the last ditch. But they wanted the moral support of the people
of their Motherland to stand by them in their struggle, because they were not fighting
their own battle, but for the fair fame of India. They were like soldiers in the battle,
and looked forward to their Motherland for generalship. But if India was to give no
help they were going to stand their test in the final act in the long drawn-out struggle
to uphold the good name of India. (Prolonged Cheers.)

SIR CHIMANLAL SETALVAD, *

HISTORY OF BROKEN PLEDGES, INSULTS AND HUMILIATIONS.

The Chairman called upon Sir Chimanlal Setalwad to move the principal ro-
aolution, which read :—

(a) * That this meeting of the Citizens of Bombay, held under the joint auspices
of the Imperial Indian Citizenship Association, the Indian Merohants’
Chamber and Bureau, the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, the
Central Khilafat Committee, the Bombay Swaraj Party, the Bombay
Muslim League, the National Municipal Party, the Rashtriya Stree Sabha,
the.Home Rule League, Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, National Home Rule League,
British Indian Colonial Merchants’ Association, the Bombay Progrossive
Association, the Bombay Presidency Association, and other Associations,
views with the gravest apprehension, and enters its emphutio protest
against the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Fur-
ther Provision) Bill, which is in violation of the 1914 Gandhi-Smuts Agree-
ment, and has for its object the compulsory segregation of Indians, the
deprivation of their trading and proprietary rights, and the ultimate
‘elimination of the Indian community, as openly declared by Dr. Malan,
Mivister of the Interior.

(b) This meeting earnestly requests the Government of India to urge upon the
TUnion Government the necessity of a round table conference before any
further action is taken by the Union Government in respect of the pro-
posed Bill ; and should their reasonable proposal be declined and the Bill
forced through the Union Parliament, this meeting appeals to his
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Excellency the Viceroy to advise the Imperial Government to disallow
the measure under section 65 of the South Africa Act.”

In moving the resclution, Sir Chimanla! Setalvad said that the treatment
~of Indiang in South Africa had been for many long years the history of broken pledges,
plighted words and s series of insults and bumiliations with the express and avowed
-object: of squeezing the Indians out of South Africa. He recalled the period when the
treatment of Indians was one of the contributory causes of the Boer War. When the--
‘Transvaal Republic was under President Kruger & legislation was introduced which
provided for residential segregation of Indians. Even President Kruger did not attempt
-commezcial segregation. When the Boer War was declared, Lord Lansdowne mention-
ed that the treatment of Indians was one of the causes of the War, The speaker read
-out from Lord Lansdowne's speeches where the principle of residential segregation was
-condemned in unequivocal terms. Then came peace between the Boers and the British
and it was hoped then that the pelicy of segregation would be a thing of the past, but,
Yooking to the recent happenings since the declaration of peace and the establishment
-of the Union Government it was no exaggeration to say that the South African Govern-
ment had broken all their pledges. The inevitable effect of the new legislation, to pro-
-test against which the deputation had come over to India, must be to drive them out
-of South Africa. But what made their blood boil was the fact that such a treatment
was made possible within the British Empire.

A NOTE OF WARNING.

Memories were short, otherwise those who were responsible for or condoned
the present humilisting treatment of Indians in South Africa ought to realise that they
were heaping coals on those very people who came to the timely rescue of the Empire
-at a most crucial moment iv her history. Have they forgotton the battle of the Mame ?

If India, which stood steadfastly by the Empire in her sorest trial, was going to be
“treated in this manner, and if the Imperial Government woujd not respond to their
-appeals for the barest justice, if these inhuman things could possibly happen under tho
British Empire, the speaker said he had his own serious misgivings about the future
-of the British Empire.

Sir Chimanlal concluded by waming the South African Government,and its
ministers to take heed before things took a more serious turn and, if there was any
- statesmanship yet Jeft in them, to set right the evil by dropping the bill.

MR. M. A. JINNAH.

“D0 NOT YIELD™. )

Mr. M. A, Jinngh, in seconding the resolution, said that the subject had passed
“the stage of discussion and debate. The matter had not been attempted to be treated
-8 a subject that could be discussed on its merits by the Minister of the Interior who
, had from the beginning frankly told them that the Indians as & race formed an alien
<lement. Not oaly this, but the Minister saw no other solution to the question except
“the one which would result in a very considerable reduction of the Indian population
in South Africa. The whole object of the present Bill was meant to eliminate our
- countrymen, 8nd thus carry out something more than the recommendations of the
Asiatic Enquiry Commission. )
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION.

Mr. Jinnah pointed out that the provisions of the bill were intended to bring
-about commercial, residential and land segregation. The conclusion Was obvious

"The Union Government was trying to drive out the Indians, Ha referred %o the
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Smuts-Gandhi Agreement which contained a most vital clause safeguarding the veste@®
rights enjoyed by those Indiana residing in South Africa. The Minister at the time had
given a promise on behalf of the Government that they would always continue to ad-

minister justly and fairly the existing laws so far as it related to vested rights. But-
what do we find to-day t asked the speaker. An additional law is heing enacted

before the Union Parliament tc segregate the community commercially, mmdentmlly-
and with regard to land.

Mr. Jinnah said he had read in the past of some Czars who were capable of
such inhuman deprivation of property, but here they had a member of the British Com-
monwealth trying to legislate for the complete destruction of the vested rights of the-
Indian subjects within the Commenwealth.

.LORD READING'S REPLY TO DEPUTATION.,

Referring to Lord Reading’s reply to the deputation which waited on him,.
Mr. Jinnah said that he did not consider it a full and real statement of the Indian posi-
tion. The Viceroy bad stated that he fully understood the depth of the Indian feeling.
with regard to the bill, but he told the deputation to remember that the issue was now
in South Africa. South Africa was a Dominion and its Parliament had full power to~
pass legislation regarding ite internal afiairs. Mr. Jinnah said that he most emphnti-
cally protested against that statement (cheers.) When the South Africa Act was-
passed, a section was deliberately provided in the Siatute under which his Majesty had
power to disallow any measure that the Union Government might propose. He wished:
to lmow whether that-was sot the time to veto a bill, which was calculated to deprive-
the Indians of their property. He urged the Viceroy to reconsider the position and
ask the Imperial Government to disallow the bill.

Mr. Jinnah next took exception to the Viceroy saying thet they could not-
_interfere in the  domestic affairs” of another Government. He wauted to lmow-
- whether protection of a number of their British subjeots from an illegal piece of legisla~
tion was interfering with “domestic affairs.”” The situation was & grave one. He-
‘could only say this: that the cass of the South African Indians was morally and le-
golly and in every other respect a just one. He aesured the deputation that the country-
: would help them to keep the fair name of India (cheers.) He added: *“Do not y:eld
«do not yield, oven yonr elementary rights.” (Loud cheers.)

SIR STANLEY REED.

IGNOBLE ATTEMPT TO GO BACK UPON SMUTS-GANDHEI AGREEMENT.

Bir Stanley Reed, supporting the resolution, said that there was one questiom
on which there was absolutely no division of opinion and that was they were deter--
mined to secure to every Indien abroad the full rights of citizenship., Tne Areas Bill,
' he thought, was an ignoble uttempt to go back on the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement which
secured full development for Indians in South Africa. It gave him great pleasure to.
support the resolution, becouse he felt Indians had a right, wherever they might live,.
to avail themselves of every opportunity of reaching their full socinl and cconomic
stature. It appeared to bim that the policy now threntened by the Unfon Governinent
had & far-reaching effect, in that it not only hit their countrymen socially-and economi-
cally, but it went even beyond this by threatening to strike at the root of eivilization
itself. (Cheers)) X his reading of history had taught him one lesson, it was that no-
Government could thrive, ¢n injustice in which all civilizations must inevitably rest.-
' For theie rensons he. supported the resolution and commended it to their unqualified
‘supporb (Loud cheers)
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MR. H. P. MODY.

A DESPERATE SITUATION.

This resolution was further supported by Mr. H. P. Mody wh? said that they
had held numberless meetings and sent various despatches and deputations, andframed
petitions and protesta: All these practically proved to no purpose. The mtuatm;l.
had steadily grown worse and they were faced with a position m which th.e honour of
of their countrymen was threatened and their existence made intolerable. :

ing, the speaker said that he for one was not surprised at it. On the
one side zzo:oz::;t; v:iich believed that its economic.ii.fe was threa..tened by thq
existonge of 8 frugal and industrious population, and wlnc_h was dt_atemn.ned to hound
them out of the country regardless of all ethical or politl.ca] c?nmderatlon.u. (?n the
other was & Dependency which had just learned, to raise its voice and w]nc.h, II’I'Bpl'tO'
of its representatives st * Imperial Conferences,” and the * I.e'a.gue of Nstx.ons git-
tings, bad no moze influence on international relations than a third class E[ndmn St?ta.
On the one hand there was a Government determined to protect its Nationals against.
even a fair and open competition ; on the other, there was a Government which was
indifferont even to the most unfair and insidious competition and which looked placidly
on while countries with depreciated exchanges and sweated labour benefited our mar-
kets and pushed their goods out.

The Imperial Government, while it was supremely indifferent, was supremely
impotent snd would not and dared not impase its will on the Government and people
- of South Africa. ' '

" Concluding Mr, Mody said: *“ The situation thirtlore' is ‘desperate and. I
do ﬂob see what else was left to us but retaliation if this last effort at gettlement by
negotiation fails, Even if its scope is linited, the moral effect would be considerable,
If, in the result, the lot of our conntrymen in South Africa .is made more difficult, X
hope India will stand by $hem and give them all the moral and material asgistance they
will need in the hour of trial. They have played their part worthily .in thig great
struggle. Intnsmakathamfeelthntthopsrtweplayisnoleuworthy.”

. e .

The resolution was unanimously camed

MR. J. B. PETIT.

BEGINNING OF A GREAT WAR.~

Me, J. B. Petit moved the following resolution :—

“ That this meeting further urges that the Government of India should at -
the eariest possible opportunity, in consultation with the Legislative Assembly and the
Council of State, send a strong deputation to England con.isting of Indian leaders of
all parties, including representatives of the South African Indian Congress, to place
before the British Cabinet, Parliament and public the grave consequences of the Anti-

Indian policy of the South African Union Government as illastrated by the Asiatic
Bill”» s ) :

_ He #aid that India had always refused ani would alwaya refuse to assame
that the question of trestment of Indians in South Africa or for the matter of that
in any Colony was purely 8 matter of internal managenent. He declared that this
country would insist on maeintaining that this problem of Indians in South Africa was .
very important and could not be dealt with in g rough and ready manger,
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Me. Petit s8id it was the conseusus of opinion among all parties that a repre-
sentative deputation should be selected by the two Houses of Legistature of this conntry
to be sent to England at the earliest poasible moment in order that the intensity of the
feelings and the depth of their resentment coald be placed bstonf.he BntnhParlnment,
Government and the public.

: He ‘Qesired this deputation to go and tell the British publio that thg pat:ence
-of tho Indum pevple was exhausted, that the South African policy ‘was not merely
wa.nton msnlt to the South African Indians, but to humanity, Not nn'ly {ha, but
tell them that if the present policy was carried to its logical conclusion,” ‘the’ Sout.h
Africans wonld have to turn out even Jesus who was bora an Asiatic. (Langhteﬂ

. ~Conoluding Mr. Petit said the time had arnved when the Bntlsh publm ahould

be. told that this country was determined to fight to & man this mlqmtous Bill, " We
wmh to tell them in unequivocal language that this is the beginning of a graat war—s
‘war which is going %o be mightier than even the war of 1914, It is omg to be a war
betwoon the entire white races on the one side and the coloured nationl on tha other
'We feel that our cause is just and righteous” N "L

P _
TS .. -

MR. BHULABHAI J. DESAL

A LAWLESS LAW,

Mz Bhulabhai J. Desai in seconding t'.he resolution observed M n wax really
puenle from the point of view of International law to say that because s majority hind
an overwhelming voice in the Legislatures, therefore the minorities must be deprived
of any vestige of property. It was nothing short of a lawless law. The speskbr thought
‘that when they found & race was conceited, was lost to its sense of justice, when ‘it Yailed
‘to recognise that there was anything wrong in what it was doing, the limit ‘'was venched
and oalled for strong concerted action. He thought the present orisis was the beginning
of the end of the straggle. He quoted the historian Seeley to show that wlmr & na-
“tion became arrogant an& Realt in injustios, that ‘mation was doomed. .

Tho moluhpn, on bung put to tlm vote. was ocarried.

MR. JOSEPH BAPTISTA.

e
TALE OF INDIGNITIES,
Mr. Joseph Bapti;tn, The Mayor of Bombay, moved :—

~+ . “That this mesting authorizes the Secretaries to Jorward resolutichs Nos.
2 and 3 to the Government of India.”

: M. Baptista reforred to the confliet betireen the white and the coloured races,

which, he said, had grown worse. The Indians had suffered and were suffering a great

deal at the hands of South Africans in spite of the fair promises of British Ministers.

The tale of indignitiea told by Dr. Abdurahman made his blood boil. But now matters

were getting worse as the anti-Asiatic logislation cleardy showed. But the spealfer wa
_proud to find such Jeaders as Dr. Abdurahman in South Africa, wha, he was eoawivoud,
. wonld put a stiff fight for the outraged honour of Indians,

M. Lalji Na:an]i supported the mot:on, which was oamed
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H' 5 “'Thig this ‘meeting pledges ibself wholo-heartedly o bupport ‘the Tndfhns
4n South Afriéa morally as well as financially in their just, noble and Honourable ‘shilg-
gle aainst the vonsolidated forces which threated their existerice in thet pirt of the
Biitish Empire,” e e
S M. Jay.aiiaf said that the resolution entrusted to him ecalled npon this megh.
ing to support the Indians in South Africa in their struggle. A number of speech;es
had already been made ‘which clearly indicated the natire of thé sbruggle. He did
not wish 'to tire the audience with a lonz spesch at that hour. He only wished to say
that the moral'aigaiﬁna.nce of this struggle was very great because on its suoccess or
otherwise would depend the claims of England-to-establish & Commonwealth consisting
-of vartous races and oreods, all shariny the burdens of a united Commonwealth. Iti
was to his mind s rather difficult experiment becausa one nation alone had tried it ix
previous times aad failed. ' It now remained to see whether England: wonld now suc-
<coed in this experiment and the test of its success or fsilure was largely involved-in
‘thewsy'inwhieh%hochimsofIndiansihSonthAfriés'weiemet.“ Sz
"f B The speaker continting said that he should have thought that havmgregard
to thia essential elpment of the struggle, Englishmen would, be more anxious that it.
should succeed than Indians would be becauss the onus of making this experiment

& success would lie more upon the Englishmen than upon anybody else, -

i . .

The story of the Indian struggle in South Africa,‘l:éusaid, Was one continuous
episode of humiliation after humiliation. There wore vety few redeeming festures
in it and there were many people in India and outside who were watching the rdsult
“of this-struggle, as proving the important maral whether it was poesible for o wlite
and ¢oloured people to share the privileges of 4 United Empire.

Concluding Mr. Jayakar said that the deputation mdst make it tiear that if _
theydidnotgetjnsﬁoainthisme,thaeountrymdiupeoplewonldha.velosetheir
faith in British justice and the loss would be England’s. Nay, even more, England
would lose this country. (Cheem) - ~ . °° . . » .

The motion was seconded by Mirza Ali Mahomed Khan,

4

MR. B. G. HORNIMAN. '

Mr. B. & Borniman who wag not put on”fhe programme but was forced to
-8peak by the continued request of the andience ‘then oame out, and was received with
piolonged cheers. He apologised for unwittingly intruding upon the prograinme.
{cries of No, No.) He was grateful, however, for the opportunity of giving his cordial
support to the csuse of South African Indians. It was a remarkable achievement to
have brought on the platform representatives of all the parties and sections in the comn-
‘try. "He however thought it was nob a remarkable achievement for such a cause. It
appeared to himi a very natural thing in a canse like that for the self-respect of every
man and of every party no matier with whom they associate was affected. Was it
not, he'asked an outrageouns thing that at a time when they were face to face with
appaling issues involving the honour and futuze of India that their leaders should be
-divided on the main questions. When Dr. Abdurabman sddressed the meeting his
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(Mr. Horniman's) blood boiled as an Englishman that there should be Englishmen capa-
ble of such reatment towards their fellowmen, that his fellow subjects in Indis should
be called upon to protest. 1f Indians would not continue to accept the badge of in-
feriority in their own country it would not be possible for the Colonisl Government to
impoee it. But they should be ready, he said, to set aside their differences, and be ready
%o join together, co-operaters and non-co-operators and no changera and be united for
the battle of achieving self-Government and the' question of South Africa from that
" moment.would be solved by itself and no Dominion Government oz Crown Colony wwuld
dare.do anything if the whele country was united. He, therefore, made an appeal on
that ocoasion from that platform te all parties to try and come together as they had
come together that day and they would achieve great things and would speak to the
Government of South Africa in regard to the status and self-respeot of Indians in that

ommtryuangl\t. : . .
nﬁmmmmeamppomathemlum ' '

MR. M. NISSIM.

- Mr, Meyer Nissim in further supporting said that there was no meed of elo--
quence or specinl pleading on his part to commend for their anceptance the proposition
that had just been moved. “The ylight of their countrymen in South Aflrica is too
well-known to need reiteration. That it is our duty to stand by our eountrymen to
solace and assist them in their righteous struggle is simply unquestioned and unques-
tionable. Let there be no waveriog, no hesitati'n on the part of the people of India
in their inflexible resolve to make their own the struggle of their countrymen in Afcica
who ar3 threatened with extinotion from their very homes. As a nation and as in-
dividuals, it behoves us to rendor every possible help to our oppressed and suffering
countrymen. It is up to us to stand wholeheartedly by our brethren duririg their hour
of trial and suffering and carry on a holy war against the forces of exclusiveness and
unreason. I need not say my more to claim your whole-hesrted adoptxon of this re-
solution.” ' . :

The resolution was carried unanimously.

MRS. SAROQJINI NAIDU.

Al

Mra, Sarojini Naidu then in according a vote of thanks to H. H. the Aga.

Khan for ptesiding on thé occaision said 161 thousand Indians in South Alricn were:
looking that day for lead to India and she hoped the chairman would take up the lead
in their struggle. When she was in South Africa in her message and mandate to-
Indians she said “‘continue your fight within the Empire if possible, outside the Em-’
pire if necessary., Let South Africa decide the jssue.” Jndians ehould pledge that
day to the utmcst to get that mandate across the sea in Sovth Africa. Bhe appealed
todlmonmdwomennottoletonstea, sectaoremedcomemthowuyot India’s honout

N4
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Toe following is the: Editoriut of Thé  Bombay Chroniolé™ of Saturdsy;,
* Jenuary 16, 1926, - / L
TER-LAST! DITOH:
————-o.n_—.—

The proceedings'of the publit meeting held yesterday to ' protest. aghinst
the Soutli Africar oppression ‘were charavteriséd by painful restrdiat. TE@ omgatt
isels Were: anxions that the demonstratiil sliould' bé Blameléls' siid décorous, and
they are entitled to & feelinig of natisfaction thit thié" sjiceches weré dehvéred in mo-
derate key. Mr. Jinnsh however, procented the incongruity of dislectical protests
affer the futility of forty years; indeed the general-sentiment was that Indiana shonld .

. frame a programme of action in" view of thé obduracy of the South. African Govggl}:,
ment and the silent collusion of the Imperial Government. I 4he: ultimate analysis.
of ‘constitdtional relationships and recial. antipathy, we cannot minimise the ree-
ponsibillty” of the Biitish Government, The South’ African -deputation appealed. to.
Indis for the protection of Indians against persecution,but in.it there is the des-,
perate monctony of past experiences, As H. H.the Aga Khan pointed out, we have
for forfy years protested against the growing harasments of our brethren abroad:
and it is diffielt to recall the incidents of remonstrance without losing. heart on
the eve of the last and most critical struggle. If snything,:the Indians have in..
thieis" peril under-stated their claims. Instesd ‘of giving a final statement- of their.
irredutible’ demaud, thiey have been asking for & round. fable. conference to discuis
the isanes. A conference involves no comuitinents, and the refusal - of -the . Union .
Government' to entertain the proposal marks their hidevus stubbornuess against all.
suggestions of comproinise. Speaking in the South African” parliament, Dr. Malan. -
corfessed that the object of the Bill was .to reduce the Indian community. With ,
the object thus flagrantly avowed, it is difficult to rely .on the arts of persuasion.. .
Thé Union Government seem t0 be 8o set npon their evil course that- they are af-.
raid’ of facing contrary facts.in straight negotiations; Let it be:observed that Mr.
C. F. Andfews in his despatches, does not harp upon the efficacy. of & round table::
conference without some concurrence of principles. The policy of the South African
Whites is to exterminate the Indian and to exploit the African with & free hand, and .
We seo encouragement in the recognition of the “natives” that the Asistic is dngi- ..
dentally fighting for their own interests. We are for a life -and’ death- contest, and.
what the meeting has done is to suggest a deputation to England while pledging’
India to the full support of their brethren in South Africa during the struggle that
is imminent, : .

. Dr. Abdurahman’s statement was congent and convincing, and it was s
timely answer to the Cape press which had lannched upon the business of explain-
ing away the obligations of the Gandhi-Smute agreewent. The White community
is perfectly sefe in abiding by the agreement and it is arrent greed t0 represent the
existence of the Indian as a trespass on South Africa. The Indiam in Natal had
been invited as o guest of honour and when the province was on the verge of arid
bankruptcy the Indian rescued it. South African history refutes the mendacious
afterthonghts of the White exploiter, Morally the domieiled Indian hos as much
nght to pursue his peaceful avocations as any unit of the ofiscourings of Europe.
The Indian is no trespasser but @ citizen whose contribution is at least as vital and
suthentic as that of the European squatter. The meaning of segregation, residen-
tial and commenrcial was lucidly explained by Dr. Abdurshman and his description
of caloulated tyranny thoroughly warrants the censure of Bishop Talbot. The South
African dislikes the condemnation of religious testimony. While he tries to wrige
gle out of General Smuta compact, he chafes at the exposure of his selfishness by the
canons of his-own faith, and: therefore’ Mr. Andrews and ‘Bishop. Talbot are beihg
advised Lo give pulpit homilies without any allusion to the ‘iniquity of current prac-
tice. Nearly three thousand years ago, an attempt was made in the northern region
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of Africa to. keep-a slave population. The Pharavhs of the Oppression decrecd thut
the sons of their Hebrew-serfs should be slaughtered in order to keep them reduced
on Dr. Malan’s principla of safety, The attempt failed and the story is a common-
place among preachers whom the South Africans petulantly want to keep sermonis-
ing. We are grateful for the testimony of men like Bishop Talbot, which goes
long way to ocorroborate the account of the South African deputation. Think of
the humiliation of Indians being driven from pillar to post, by the trick of proclaim-
ing, deproolaiming and re-proclaiming areas. It is a deliberato attempt to con-
cert the extermination of a section of the community for the aggrandisement of
. another; it is the policy of massacre in disguised and diffused form.

Mr. Jinnsh asked whether we were not past the stage of deadening remon-
_ strance. The Qelegation to England may do some good, but South Africa is bent
o her' course of despolistion. Two things a delegation may be able to achieve,
the first to persuade British statement that the occasion justifies. the use of the im-
perial veto, and the second to impress upon honest Britishers that it is India's im-
potence at home that is at the root of her humiliation abroad. With regard to
the first plank of propagands, the resolution of yesterday’s meeting was right sud
pertinent, The provocation of South Africa has been so great that a firmer de-
mand is justified, but tentatively the proposal c¢f constitutional veto iz a vaild ex-
pedient. The cass for intervention is further strengthened by the decision of Irm-
_perial Conferences that Indians already domiciled should be safe-guarded from pex
secution. ' To- say that the problem is economic, is a soholarly way of camoufag-
ing the rate-arrogance behind the propaganda. If Indians are underpaid, the solu-
tion is to standardise wages at- a high level instead of decimating a loyal, indue-
trious and well-behaved population. The second plank is really the mest vital, and
Mr, Horniman drew attention to the attainment of self-resject in India as the ave-
nuo of esteem overseas, Dominated and despised in India, the Indian is ‘reated
with' soant respeot in the Colonies ; and from the determination of Indians in South
Africs, we wish we had more of that indomitable type in India itself. The publio
meéeting pledged itself to the support of Indians in the imminent struggle. Afr.
Jinnah said “Do- not yield,” but when it comes to. our turn to help weshould not be .
content ‘with mere vociferation. As race-arrogance is a common trait of the Bri-
tisher whether at home or in the Colonies, wo should be prepared for bold action
in India to synchronise with the struggle of Indians in South Africa; else our as-
surances to the South African will be condemned as crnate mookery.
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