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“AN OLD TRICK”™

MR. GANDHI'S STATEMENT ON THE 1914 AGREEMENT

MR. C. F. ANDREWS ON THE POSITION

N view of the controversy at present taking
place im Sonth Africa over the Smauts-Gandhi
agreement, (says a Renter's message from

Bombay dated Jan. 21st}, Mahatma Gandhi has issued
a gtatement in which he emphasises that the agree-
ment is a maiter of record, closing a a-trnggle
lasting nearly eight years, and supplementing the
Indian Relief Act.

His Letter to General Smuts

He mentions that he wrote to General Smuts re-
ferring to the disabilities not covered by the Relief
Act and hoping that they wounld be removed in
course of time. Mabhatmn Gandhi pointa out it is
not (o be snpposed that, after eight years of solid
gnffering Indiana would be gatisfied with an agree-
ment which might not lead to a further ameliora-
tion of their statons, bnt to farther degration, ulii-
mately resulting in their extinetion.

Arbitration Offer

“Bat I do not wish to lsbour the point.” He pro-

ceeds : “There is the Indian offer—the Congress’
offer—to go to arbitration. Let the Qovernment of
India ascertain the meaning of the Agreement and
invite the Union Government to accept the principle
of arbitration. It is not the first time that South
African Ministers have repudiated their promises:
they repndiated their promise made to Mr. Gokhale
about the £3 tax, which the Union bad 'timately
to repeal. 8o it is an old trick now repea: ;L. Itis
a matter of honour for India to insist on ‘e folfil-
ment of the Agreement of 1914.”

Mr. C. F. Andrews’ Letter

The Rev. C. F, Andrews writes ag follows to the
- Cape Times :— -

I am grateful to the Editor of the Cape Times for
giving me an opportunity of replying to the first
two articles on “Indian Accusations Against South
Africa.” It seems to me to be a vital necessity that
the two countries, South Africa and India, should
not misnnderstand each other any looger, Yet to-

- day there is a lack of mntual understanding that is
positively tragic. The conviction is prevalent in
India, among Europeans and Indians alike, that a
terrible breach ‘of faith is being contemplated. If
there is truth in thie, it should be at onco acknow-

Iledged. If there is falsshood in it, it should be at
once exposed. 1 cannot do a greater service to
South Africa than to state with the ntmost clearnesa
an.d frankness the Indiau point of view. If any-
thing appears to me couvincing from the other side,
1 shall seek to explain it in India on my retorn, and
1 can do so with 2 good hope of being heard. It is
the truth and the trath only which must prevail, if
a satisfactory solution is to be reached,

The Smnts-Gandhi settlement wus concluded on
June 30, 1914—1 guote from Mr. Gandhi's speech at
Jobhannesburg made directly after—"Gandhi,” gaid

General Smuts, “this time we want no misunder-
standing. - We want no mental or other reservation.
Let all the cards be on the table.” That was the
spirit of the negotiations from January to June 30,
1914. I can remember it as well as possible. The
attitade of those days was a broad-minded and
generous attitude, }

A Gentleman’s Agfeeinent

The agreement was gradually settled in a broad-
minded and generous way. It was a “gentleman’s
agreement.” There were the Five Points, as they
were called. We knew them by heart, and I could
easily repeat them from memory to-day. The first
four .referred to specific grievances: (1) The £3
tax; (2) the martiage question; (3) the Cape entry;
{4) the Orange Free State. Then came the last safe-
guarding clzause (5) the “just administration of exist-
ing laws with due regard to vested rights.” - The
vested rights mentioned were taken by ns to mean
the vested rights unden -the existing laws. The .
English language employed seems to me to involve
that meaning, and ]I never once heard any other
interpretation given to the worde at the time. I
talked over the fifth clause with Mr. Gandhi, with
Sir Benjamin Robertson, and with Mr. Slater, Sir
Benjamin’s secretary. It was always understood in
our conversations Lo mean that any vested rights
which had grown up nnder existing laws wonld be _
doly regarded. It covered at that time, as the
writer of the Cape Times articles rightly points out,
such different enbjecis as licensing and immigration,
as well as vested rights under the Gold Law. This
is definitely referred to in the Solomon-Commission
of 1914 (p. 32).

Indian Rights -

Personally, I regarded the clause as a general
understanding, It implied that those rights which-
Indians had hitherto held would unct be still farther
diminished. The Government of India in a memor-
able despatch, have put the matter thus: “The
Government of India interpret this nnderstanding as
implying that no new law wonld be passed imposing
fresh restrictions on Indians. An unndertaling to
administer existinyg lawa in a just manner appears to
them to be meaningless, if the rights which Indisns
are entitled to cxercise under those laws can be
restricted at will by fresh legislation.”

Sir Benjamin Robertson was the writer of that
despatch. It shows what his own impression was
about the words “vested rights.” This interpreta-
tion by Sir Benjamin comes in a docoment well
known to the Union Government, for it was written
with reference to the Lange Commission and after-
wards published a8 a Government of India paper.

When the question of interpretation came into
prominence in 1920, the South African article in the
March nomber of the Round Zeble had the
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following : “It would probably be fair to say that
a1l reasonable men at that time (.e., 1914) recognised
that new difienltios would arise and would have to
be met; and that in meeting them they would be
bound by no obligation except that of at least
maintaining the Indian in the status which he
acquired jn 1914 i
The 1914 Status

Let it be recalled for & moment how feeble that
status wae, In the Transvasl, the Indian had no |
franchise at all however ednoated he might be. He
was also hemmmed ia on every side by such laws as
the Gold Law, driving him into locations. In
Natal, he had only the municipal franchise, and
even that has now been taken away. But the pro-
hibitory laws were not the worst part. It was the
minor administration of those lawa that gave ihe
greatest trouble; and endless appeals had to be made
to the Supreme Court, at endless expense and rain
of business,

Lot it be remembered, then, that all the while,
from January 21 o June 30, this assnrance of the
“Just administration of existing laws with dus re-
gard o vested rights” stood in the draft agreement.
The final agreement was concluded on June 30 by
two documents: (1) Mr. Gandhi’a letter, and (2)
Mr. Gorges’ leiter on behalf of General Smauts,
which contained these words : “With regard to the
administration of existing laws the Minister desires
‘me to say that it always has been and will continue
to be the desire of the Government to see that they
are administered in a just manner with duae regard
to vested rights, In conclusinn, General SBmuts
desires me to gay that it is of course understood, and
he wishes ho doubt on the snbject to remain, that
the placing of the Indians Relief Bill on the Statute

" Book conpled with the essurances he is giving in
this letter . . ., will constitute a complote and
final settlement.”

Foundation Laid

As the writer of the “Cape Timss sriivle points out,
Genersl Smuts adopted Mr. Gandhi’s words into his
own preambla. What I here want to emphasise is
the fact that Mr. Gandhi laid the very greateat stress
on this nasurance, and directly after the statement
that he had laid the whole foundation of the futare.
In his Johsnnesburg banquet specch he told his
collntrymen that they would now live to see, with
ths oo-operation of their European friends, that what
was prominsed was fulfilled, that the administration
of the exisling laws was just, and that vested rights
were reapeclod in the Administration. He was en-
tirely confident on this point, and left South Africa
with a glad heart {n fall assurance that now at last
the Indian community in South Africa, small as it
wwas in unanbers, had its foundation well and traly
laid, and & hopeful fature before it. He would not
bave left Sonth Africa on any other understanding.

it was what I have called it—a gentleman’s agree-
ment,

Telegram Sent to . Minister of
Interior, Capetown

From Secretary, South African Indian
Congress, Durban
26th January 1926.

“ To-day's Merswry reports introdaction of Bill to
amond Section 85 South Africa Acet and wvalidafe
acts of Public Health Committee eetablishod under
Natal Ordinance No. 7 1923 and that second reading |
set down for to:day. Respectiully submit Bill
affects Indian interesta and in terms of Resolution
No. 12 passed at fifth Session of Congress at Cape- -

]

town Uotzfzm t\ghh:l to stndy Bill and make
representations therofore respectfall that Bill
be delayed and & copy fnrmished.” ¥y l

o
Telegram Recelved from Secre- |
tary Health, Capetown

By Secretary, South African Indian
Congress

y 27th January 1926-<,
Your telegram 26th X Provisions of Bill do
not go-fnrther than indicated by title namely to
empower Provincial Councils to establish bodies
such as Health Comumitieen and to legnlise the exis-
tence and activitios of the Health Committees in
Natal and the Cape in go far as thess have been de-
clared ultra vires X Forwarding copy of Bill.”

The Bishop of Pretoria’s Letter

The Bishop of Pretoria has written a second letter
to the Cape Times whieh runs as follows :—

To the Editor of the Oaps Yimas : :

Bir,—I venture to writo a ssooud time to the Press
on the burning subject of the proposed anti-Asiatic
logislation. I do so because it has boon snggested in
povoral newspapers, that the grounds on which I
expreseed my convietion that the proposed logisla-
tion constituted a branoch of faith witk India, were
mistaken. The Sonwth African Naiion of Jannary 16th
says : ‘The Bishop's reasoning on the vital points is
seriously at fault, as will be apparent to auyone who
attentively reads the ariicles eppearing on another
page in this issne, aud also the rndmirable series of
articles at present appearing in the Uape Times . . .
« » « If he is convinced by the articles we have re-
ferred to, we have no doubt that he will be gs ready
to disolaim the herosfes which have unwiltingly
crept into hie letter 88 he was honest in admitting”
hip one-time preJudices against the Indians,” Waell
1 have studied these articlea and also gone again to
the official doowments on the whole subject, ond I
write now to assert, that the ground on which it is
maintained that there is no breach of faith, as regards
what was agreed npon in 1914, is uiterly " in
theair. To vary the metaphor, the case for the
defence will not hold water at all,

The argument depends on the truth or faleshood
of one contention viz: that the wested righis of
Indians, which South Africa in 1814 wndertook to
reapect, wers nolhing more Yan iha wvesled righis in
conngclion with lhe Gold Law and Townshiy Amendment
Act, and that these were defined by Mr. Gsndhi in
his letter to the South African Govermment of July
7th, 1914,

An examination of the official documents shows
that this is a perfectiy bottomless contention. . -

The Smuis-Gandhi Agreement wna “embodisd (to
quote the Report of the Asiatic Commnision of 1921)
in two lotters which pussed between Mr. Gorges,
Secretary for the [aterior, and Mr. Gandhi on 30t
Juoe 1914, Mr, Gorges wrote, “with regard to the
administration of existing laws, the Minister desires
me to say that it always has been, and will continue
to be, the desire of the Governinont to see that they
are administered in & just. menner and with doe re-
gard to vested rights,” The phrusing of this sentence
is taken from the letter of Mr. Gandhi o the South
African Governwmaent of Jannary 21at, 1914, in which
he asked for an “‘mesurance that existing laws,
specially ailecling Indians, will be administered
justly and with due regard to vested rights,” There
isno for any doubt, in view of the date of Mr.
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s letter, that by “‘vested rights' was meant
g,:n :eneml rigixm and interests acguired at that date
by the Indian community in South Africa. Tl{at
this is 8o, is entirely corroborated by the impartial
witness of the Indian - Enquiry Commission of 7th
March, 1914, of which Sir William Solomon was
the Chairman. On page 32 of the Report was read :
“We have now reached the fifth and last of the
alleged grievances, which have been formnlated by
Mr. Gandhi in the letter to the Ministe: of the 21st
January 1914, in which he requires "an assurance
that the existing laws specially affecting Indians
will be administered justly and with due ;egard to
vested rights.” The representations w11_1ch have
been made to us on this subject deal mainly with
the Immigration and Licensing Act§, and as already
stated (p. 13), we propose to confine ourselves to
these subjects.” It ia as clear a8 daylight that the
Commission had no notion at all that there was
any limitation of the meaning of vested rights
to those gnly which referred to the Gold Law, but
rather that they interpreted the words to mean the
general vested rights of Indians in South Afpm.

After the conclusion of the Smuats-Gandhi Agree-
ment, on June 30th, Mr. Gandhi wrote a farther
letter to Mr. Gorges on July Tth 1914, deah.n_g with
a particnlar side issue, pamely the deﬁmiilon of
veated rights of Indians, not in general, but in con-
nection with the Gold Law and Township Amel.ld-
ment Act (Report of the Asiatic Inguiry Commission
p. 19). This letter was uo part of the Agreement,
pnor was it made public for five years. The Asiatic
Inquiry Commission says, on p. 20 of ita Report :
“It appears that the terms of Mr. Gandhi’s letter of
the Tth July, 1814, in which he gives his definition
of “vested rights,” were not known to the general
body of Indians in the comntry, or to the Govern-
ment of India, until it was disclosed in 1919 during
the proceedings of the Select Committes.”

It is now contended in the articles referred to (as
it was by the South African Government in 1924
on the introduction of the Class Areas Bill of that
year), that the “vested rights” pleaded for by Mr.
Gandbi in Janvary 21st 1914, and referred to by
Mr. Gorges on- June 30, 1914, are nothing more
than the specifically limited rights in connection
with the Golid Law and Towuship Amendment Act.

The contention simply breaks into atoms on in-
vestigation.

I am bonnd to say that such an endeavour to econ-
vert a side-issue into 3 main issue i8 unworthy of
South African statesmanship.

I have no interest in this controversy except that
of peace. This local Asiatic question is intimately
linked up with the world-wide issue, at once the
most difficult and the most perilous which confronts
the human race, namely, that of how to establish
and maintain equitable and honourable relationshipa
between the very varied sections of mankind. - The
Asiatic guestion here, in Sounth Afriea, calls out
deep-rooted and passionate razcial sentiments. I
can quite understand the pressure of snch senti-
ments, as they prevail in Enropean public opinion,
upon our Government. But I would plead, with
my whole soul, that to aggravate a racially-passion-
ate question by bringing forward coutentions which
are untrue is worse than folly. The only hope of
advance through these most thoruy problems is the
adherence, no matter what the political drawbacks,
to nothing but the truth.

If Sonth Africa is convinced that she must go
beyond the Agreement of 1914, then let her frankly
gy 80. I believe that on suth a basis of candour
India will be ready to meet her. Bat for her to
throw a fog over the whole matter by an unjusti-
fiable interpretation of the Agreement of 1914, s to
put herself fatally in the wrong both with herself,
and with the rest of the world.

NEVILLE PRETOR.

Smuts-Gandhi Agreement
Controversy

1I.—The Lester and the Spirit

( Continued from page 29)

A charge of breach of faith is being bronght
against South Africa in respect of the Areas Reserva-
tion Bill, popularly known as the Asiatic Bill. There
are three “ counts” in the charge :

(1) That the segregation provigions of the mea-
sure copstitute a breach of the Smnts-Gandhi agree-
ment of 19].L

{2) That the Bill is inconsaistent with the nmnder-
takings given by Union statesmen at Imperial Gon-
ference since 1917."

(3) That the restrictions imposed by the Bill on
the acquisition of land in Natal by Indians break
the pledges given by the Natal Government to Ia-
dians brought inio Natal under the indeniture system.

In a short series of articles in the Cape Tsmes these
* connts ” are examined in the light of the available
documentary evidence, The present article con-
tinaes the discussion, begun yesterday, of the Smuts-
Gandhi agreement. . -

Two other points may be mentioned svhich go to
show that the Smuts-Gandhi agreement was far
more particular in meaning and limited in scope
than is now contended by the Indians.

Let us repeat once more the undertaking ss given
by General Smuts’ Secretary :—" With regard to
the Administration of existing laws, the Minister
desires me to gay that it always bas been, and =il
continne to be, the desire of the Government to see
that they are administered in a just manner with
due regard to vested rights.” .

1t seems a cyrions form of words for General
Smuts to use. If they mean, as the Indians nrge,
and as even the Government of India argued, * that

- the status which the Indian commuanity had acquired

in 1914 wounld at least be maintained,” it is extra-
ordinary that General Smuts shounld hawe chosen
80 queer & manner of expression.,

The words appear even mere .curicus when the
whole of the letter is read. ‘The rest of the letter
gives assnrances to Mr. Gandhi on eight specific
points—points so specific and so obviously referring
merely to the immediate issues of the 1914 dispute,
that they are never adduced by anyone as having
any but their particular applications. The words
we have quoted yesterday and to-day are the only
oires that are ever quoted as having application
beyond the circumstances in which they were
uttered. Why, then, did General Smuts add this
general undertaking, if so it i8; and why did he
choose that form of words ?

Mr. Gandhi's Owa Words

The answer is that he did not choose it, Mr.
Gandbhi choose it. The words first appeared in a
lettér written by Mr. Gandhi on Januvary 2], 1914,
six months before the date of the agreement. In
this letter Mr. Gandhi grouped the grievances of the
of the Indians under five heads. The fifth head
dealt with what he declared was oppresgive and .
harsh adminjstration of certain laws, such as the
Immigration and Licensing Acts and the Gold Law.
It was under this fifth head that Mr., Gandhi asked
General Smuts for “ an assurance that the existing
laws specially affecting Indians will be administered
justly and with due regard to vested rights.”

_ It was, then, Mr. ‘Gandhi’s own form of expres-
sion that General Smuts nsed, and he added it to his
letter of agreement simply because Mr. Gandhi had
made the question of the mapner of administration
of certain laws a point in the issue,
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Bat it ia evident that General Smuts thought the
words rather vaguae, for he asked Mr. Gandhi, dur-
ing the negotiations, to define “ veated rights”;
and, a8 we saw yesterday, Mr. Gandhi complied,
and definitely restrict<d them to rights acquired
rightly or wrongly, under the Gold Law,

No New Policy

Moreover, if the sentence Genernl Smuats msed is
looked at closely it will be seen that the nnly im-
portant words in it that are not Mr. Gaundhi's bnt
General Smuts, are containe:l in the phrase ™ It
always has been, and will continne to be, the desire
of the Government. . . ."” 'These words, if the
emphasis be placed upon them, amonnt to a denial
of Mr. Gandhi’s allegations that the Indians had
been nnjustly treated by administration in the past.
They are, thus looked at, more a repudiation than a
promise,

In any case, they show that Gencral Smuis was
promising no new deparlure, no a.do?tion by the
Government of an entirely new polioy in the shape
of an nndertaking that the statna of Indiuns wonld
for ever remain unaitered. He merely maid: "It
always has been, and will continue to he, the desire
of the Government” to do what Mr. Gandhi alleged
the Government in the past had failed to do—
namely, to administer * existing laws specially
affecting Indians” justly and with due regard to
wested rights. . - .

This examination of the agroement and ita attend-
ant cirenmstances has shown :

1. That the agreement veforred to the administra-
tion of existing laws and not to the Union’s right to
. legislate in futuare, ) .

2, That Mr, Gandhi himself restricted the mean-
ing of " vested rights” to certain rights acquired by
Transvaal Indiana under the Gald Law.

3. That the agreement was ' a complete and final

gettlement ” only of thoss points whioh hail been in -

issue between Mr. (Gandhi and Genersl Smuts, and
on account of which the passive resistance movetnent
had been lannched,

4, This ia shown by the additionnl £act that M, -

Gandhi himself contemplated the va-opening of the
Indian qoestion *“eome day or othec™ when it
shonld suit the parposes of the Indians,

That is the Smutsg—Gandhi agreoment according
to its strict letter. It is too obvions to regunire argn-
ing that, thus interpreted in the letter, the uyree-
ment i8 in no particular broken by the segregation
or other provisions of the Areas Reservation Bill.
Indeed, so obvious ie it that that is 8o, that a breach
of the letter of the agreement i8 not very seriously
put forward by the Indians and their supporters.
They add, and place their emphasis on the addition,
that it is rather the spirit of the agreemeut that has
been broken.

A Liberal Interpretation

‘What, then, on a liberal, but reasonable interpre-
tation, may the spirit of the agreement be said to be
apart from its letter, and apart from the restrictions
placed npon it by Mr, Gundhi himself ?

It cannot be stretched furtber thun this: that
General Smuts undertook thut whatever laws there
might Le on thoe Statute.Book of the Union, then or
at uny future time, having pacticalar reference to
Indians, would be justly administered, and that both
in msaking and adwministering such laws individuals
who bhad acquired and were exercising vested rights
would not be dispossessel.

In otber words, to be a breach ol the spirit of the
Smuts—Gandhi agreement any action of the Govern-
ment muat be either 1. Unjust or oppressive ad-
ministration of a luw specially affecting Indians, or

2, Dispossession of an individuul Indian or body
of Indians of any right he or they actoully posscss
and use. )

By neither of these eriteria is the Aveas Reserva-

tion Bill & breach of the agrcoment, Tt dispos indues
no ane. On the eantrary, it vesneag fnlly all vedtl
righta. No Indian who ta-day he a pieca of laad
or a house or n businesa, or a laso of any of theas,
or ths right to a renewdd of a lwasn, is doprived by
the measare of 2 sinzle ons of theso righta. It is
only the {ature acquisition of land or licences or
leases that aro affected. That is quite clear,

Administration

Whether the administration of the measure is
unjust or oppressive is n question that does not arise,

-for the simple reason that, not being an Aet but only

a Bill, it has not yet Leen admintstered,

If the Government wero to administer it nujnstly,
oppressively, or harahly, that wonld ba a breach of
the spirit of the agreement. Or if ita provisions

. were such that its fair and just and considerata md-

ministration was patently immpossille, that too wounld
be n breach of the spirit of the avreement.

Bat it is evident to anyone who rearis Lhe 1ill that
(excopt int one partienlar, to which we sitll como
later) tho provisions of the Bill can bo ndiministored
80 a8 to confer great matorial bonelits on the Indians,
and 8o a3 to muke the conditions of lifo of the whols
communnity, and partionlarly of the poorer soctions,
very much bettor thun at prosent.

As it stands the Bill is not a breach. either in
letter or apirit, of the Smots-Gandhi acreement.
It might bocome i broach of the apirit of the agree-
ment if it were oppressively and nnjustly adminis.
tered.  But thers is at preant not tho ainaliost
ground for hslinving that it will ever bo so adminia-
tered, thanch the Indiang have overy richt to auk
for ndsnrances on that point from the Governwmont.

{ o ba Continunl, )

Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikari.

Broadcasting Sp:ech

Sir Dova Prasad Sarvndbikari dolivered the folz—.
lowing speech last week from tho Capetown Hroud-
casting Station :—

It i3 a great oppovtunity and hoaour to bo per-
mitted to spoik to the South African people who
my be listaning in. A4 an Indion one eannol help
remembering how incidontally tho Capa, which has
been one of sferms ynd hapes, alike, camo to be dis-
covered by anitml Buropean talent and enterprine,
after homeric struggles, extemling over many scorea
of years, by those dotermined to ciscovor India nnd
her fubled treasures sl how for a long time 1t was
tho half-way house for those bound eastwards, One
also remwemnbera how the liberty loving British and

. Dutch and a dauntlegs band of [Tuguenots that for

the sakea of principlo and religion give up homn and
ease, found their haven bore nnd how they stroggled,
strove und grow, DBebold to-duy as 2 result the
mighty sub-continent with ite8 limitless but un-
explored regonrees, 8 magnificent seonery  aud
climate, itg growing problems anl ity stadied ison-
tion upon which it hopes to thrive and wgrow from
more to more. In the duys of ite exrlier slrngglos
near apon o contary ago the Capo wius visited hy a
wmighty Indiun pioncer—Ryji Run Mohon Ruy, -
then on his way to the DBeitish Court to obtain
justice fur his suffering people. In his ardent
anxiety to land and sidute the tri-colonr flag of
France just hoisted, to eslebrate ita re-found liberty,
this great Tndian broke his leg gl enjoyed enforced
Sonth Africwm hospitality. Ho then proceeded on
his jonrney from which he never returned home
and he died in far away Bristol after faitifully ful-
filling his mission. And he wius the wmaker of
modern Indiy in whose mighty wako we but feobly
try to tread, T

IR



S

INDIAN OPINION . . 35

Jannary 29th, 1926

I mli:and South Africa have since been bound Ly
many bonds—economic and gthermsg. and we have
many a common name great in the history of both
the conntries, Bnt we. have gone our common as
well as different ways without frank mutnal under-

atawdling without which no two people can grow in |

il friendliness. One of yonr great statesmen
:::eal:i nu of one of oar great statesman, Mr. _Gokha!e.
gaid that he bad no real conception of Imh_ans. till
he had met Mr. Gokhale. Some of you in your
writines and speeches have been good enough. to
admnit that India had a civilisation of its own f.n_rr]y
ancient and good from the Inlian point of view.
Not much seems to have been known, however.. of
wlat molern India has been Jdoing and trying
throogh its Keshub Chandm, Dayanamda, Ram
Krishna, Surendra Nath, Saved Ahmad, Gokhale,
Gandhi and Ckittaraniw, Rabindranath Nath,
Binkim Chandra, J. C. Bose, . C. Roy, Raman-
jan and Rahmans, While she hns .llms been
living herown life and atltempting to build up her
owi nationhood, Indin has in apite o_f many a handi-
cap been giving freely to South Africa right acrosa
the a=a help in her economic stroggles, Not the
least of her contributions to the West has t!f:en the
enrly traiping and noturing of the poet— If and
“recessional” for whom South Africa keeps an open
hoose and whose ideals of the “Far Flung” Empire
will undoubtedly appeal to it once again, he will
resent the injustice of misqnotations that the East
and the West shall never meet.

The East and the West bhave to meet and have
met for the best of purposes. The Divinity that
shapes our ends an'l nothing else eounld have guided
the nteps of Vaaco-da-Gama, whose pilots ware aga-
etrained mariners from India. Artistie, spiritnalistic
and idealistic East with its traditions of high think-
ing in spite of plain living, hns to harmonizo itslf
with the materialistic Weat and to evolve an un-
dreamt of balance of power by which and which
alone an'] not by eonstant elash and clamour ean the
salvation of the Eist and Wost be attained, It was

in the filness of things therefore and almost by.

Divine ordinance that the East and the West have
met in a Soath African half-way house, after
sinpendons efforts of the West to irradicate traffic in
*Bleck BRullion” and meet was it that Ram Mohon
Ray, the man of Eastern thought and Westera action,
shonld have vigitad it at the dawn of its modern era.
I am here as one of the Government of Indiz
depatation to enquire and report upon the condi-
tion and views of our fellow-countrymen and thera.
fore precinded from referring to anything of a poli-
tical natare. His Excellency Lord Reading urged
npon me to join the deputaition., which for varions
reasons I could ill-afford to do. I am glad however
thal I was able o obey His Excellency’s command,
for it has helped me in the removal of many mis-
apprehensions. As an Indian I came and lived
amoang Indians to study their needs and froables,
Wherever we have gone not only our own people
but also Europeans have been remarkably kind,
conrteous and hospitable and we thank them ons
and all. And so we do thank the Union Govern-
ment for eonsiderate arrangements for our travels,
, Artists, mnsicians, joarnaliats, bablicists, charch-
men, literarymen, scientists, lawyers, indostrialialg
and commercial men have individually extended to
us the right hand of fellowship and wished ns Gal-
gpee | in our difficult and delicatr work, Rotariang
have met me in right Rotarian apirit. Freamasons

in the traly masonic maaner and University men in -

genuine academic style, I thank them all.

I fervently bolieve that due fraition of ony Iabours
will not only be our own reward bnt will also be the
avente of aupplementary co-ordination without
which this vast country with jta illimitable re.
wouroef can hardly achie¥e its true and legitimate
expanislon  Jape w0 Karal nngbt to be ae tm.

portant a route, properly handled as Cape to Cairo.
To be able to occupy a worthy place™in this all im-
portant work of co-ordination, which must be the
anxions and prayerful care of successive .generations
of South African statesmen, our own people must
strive to their uttermost for their edncational and
social npliiting. :

Aund where for such noble and remarkable pur-
poses conld the East and the West better meet than
under the vanlted blue sky of Africa, with the
Southern Cross shining bright, at the sacred junction
of the warm waters of the Indian Ocean- with the
¢old Atlantic waves, Lot the new era of comity of
psoples, nations and races fearlessly commence on
this auspicious soil and let the Almighty be at the

head -of things.

Transvaal Indians’ Mass Meeting

Chairman’s Speech

The following is the Chairman's speech delivered
at a2 mass mesting of Indians held recently in Johan-
nesborg :—

Gentlemen,—We have met today not becanse there
is anythiug naw to say concerning the anti-Asiatic
Bill or because anything has been left nnsaid, but
becanse we feel it to be onr daty to endeavour to
strengthen the hands of our dear friend thé Rev. Mr.
Andrews and the small band of Europeans who are
80 bravely fighting side by side with him in the
hope of ultimately defeating this reactionary and un-
British measure. OFf Mr, Andrews’ labour of love we
can bat speak with reverence; lines of gratitude-
could never adequately repay or ackaowledge what
he has done angd is. doing for us. Butwe want
him to know, and our other European champions
and friends to know that weak as we are, we at least
do appreciate,

We'have reached or are rapidly reaching the erisia
of our lives as a comwmunity. The Asiatic Bill, if
it becomes law, will be our death sentence, nothing
less,” With all the vehemence of men on “the thresh-
old of death, of men unjastly sentenced, of an in-
articnlate paople siripped over long years, of nearly
all the rights British subjects have been' taught to
consider their natural heritage, and now finally con-
demned to the sacrifice, to make a rival traders’
holiday, we protest, and protest, and protest. If we
are to die, a3 seems possible, let us, brethern, die
with protest still on onr lipa so that the shame—not
our ghame, bat the shame of those responsible for
this erime against liberty and.justice—may live. Let
our sacrifice at least ensure other and future gene-
rations against a repetition of this violation of
Liberty.

That we are the victims principally of a conspiracy
engineered by rival Earopean traders is conelusively
shown by the action of thy Licensing Committee at
Balfeur, only this very week, There Enropean
shop-keepers unblushingly refused every Indian
application on the fictitious ground of nosuitability; -
not applications for new licenses but applicationg
for renewals of old established businesses and,
gentlemen, it is just this thasg the Asiatic Bill
i3 designed to do for ung throughont this country,
It ia the old story of Naboth's vineyard, and the Ip.
dian trader is, collectively, Naboth.

Much oppression is eaid to make its victimg deg-
perate. Trading rightsars aimost the sole Possession
left to us. - We were poor before; now we arg to be
beggered indeed. Bnt, gentlemen, a people may be
stripped of every worldly possession and yet he
richer than their despoilers, Clearly, our oppressors
plice small valze upon hedottr; That is evident
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enough from the word-jngglery-by which the Smnts-
Gandhi agreement is to De treated as a scrap of paper.
Bat if honour still means anything of value to us,
if the honour of our dear Motherland of which we
aro in a measure guardians and trustees is still
precious to us, then, no matter what onr fate in other
respects, we are richer men than our oppressors. I
do not not want to talk of retaliatory steps, of Passive
Resistance, and the like at this stage. We still hope and
pray that saner, honest counsels will prevail and that
the tempiation to perpetunte this sordid wrong will
yot be finally resisted. DBaut, gentlemen, I would
remind you, if you still need to be reminded, that
if the Bill becomes law, save hononr wa. shall
have nothing mora to lose; nothing more that can
be taken from uwa, We are sometimes sccounted a
timid fearful people, thongh I think <we have an
occasion somewhat given the lie to that impeach-
ment. We have certainly proved ourselves capable

of suffering for our convictions. I believe, gentlemen,"

that we still cherish convictlons, and, if I am not
entirely mistaken, we have not wholly and com-
pletely changed in spirit since 1914, No people,
gentlemen, love peace more than the Indian. Gentle-
men, we want peace, but we want justico with peace
and above all peace with honour. This is the mes-
sage I ask you to sendto Mr. Andrews and to our
gsupporters throughout South Africa and to the Raj
whose seemingly abandoned children we are.
Resolutions

‘The following resolntions were then passed :—

1. That this Mass Meeoting of Transvanl British
Indians repeats its abhorrence of the Asiatic Bill,
- snd once again entere the community’s emphatie
protest againat the threatened outeasting of the In-
dian people and the deprivation of the last few
shreds of their rights that as civilised British subjecta
they are entitled to claim to retain.

January agth, 1926

2, That this meeting of Indians once again appeals «
to the Union Government to reconsider matters and
pending further investigation, preferably by the
holding of a round-table conference, to withhold®
the presentation of the Bill to Parliament,

3. That this mecting further protests against the
disabling legislation—the Liquor Amendment Bil}
and the Colour Bar Bill in so far as it discriminates
againat Indians and expresses as its decided opinion
that sach legislation i» a further violation of the
spirit of the Smuts-Gandhi ngreement of 1914,

4, That this meeting of Indians as a lnst resort
pleads far the support and help of the Government
of India and of sympathisers in India and Britain.

To Let 60 Acres Farm
AT INANDA

About 25 Acres Bananas, alsq planted
with Madumbies, 2 Wood and Iron House
and Stables, Water well on Farm.

For further Particulars Apply : -
786 INDIAN OPINION, Pheenix.

Englishman, with capital, lately arrived,
speaks Hindustani, desires Indian partner
with -capital to purchase Store or Poultry
farm near Johannesburg. With experience -
preferred. Other propositions considered.
Bank references.

: Apply:

P? y Indian Opinion, Phoenix.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF SOUTH AFRIC

(Witwatersrand Local Division) "

5s. Rovenue Stamp
cancelled 20th
J:muaryz 1926.

Before the Honourable Mr. Justice de Waal.
JOHANNESBURG, Tuesday the 1gth day of Janury, 1926.
In the matter of the Ex parte Application of :—

VALLI MAHOMED NOOR MAHOMED.
. Upon the motion of Mr. L. Blackwell, of Counsel for the Applicant, and upon

reading the Petition filed,

IT IS ORDERED :— ,
1.—That the SURATEE MAHOMEDAN ESTATE COMPANY be, and it is hereby placed

under Provisional Liquidation.

2 —That a Rule Nisi be, and is hereby, issued calling upon all the Shareholders of the Company
and such other person or persons whom it may concern, to shew cause, if any, in thls Court on the 1st
day of March, 1926, (a) why the said SURATEE MAHOMEDAN ESTATE OOMPANY should not be
wotind tip in terms of Section 203 of the Tranavaal Companies Act 1909, on the ground thut it hos now
vetsed to carry on business in terms of ita original objects, (b) why LESLIE PATRICK KENT shall not
be appointed Liquidator of the said Company, with power, (i) to wind up the Company as an un.
roglstared Company consisting of more than seven members, (i) to obtain, recover and collect from
ESSOP MIA and/ or MOOSA MIA andf or SULIMAN ISMAIL MIA & OOMPANY as may be found
neoeasary or expadient, all the books and records of the Company, and to resover from them olther
jointly or Beverally, all such rentals as they may have collected from tenants on hebalf of the Company,
(i) to institute action, if necessary, against the said ESSOP MIA aund/ or MOOSA MIA and] or
SULIMAN ISMAIL MIA & COMPANY for a statement of account and for the recovery of anch moneys

. 88 many be found due to the Company after debatement of the account, and ‘lo recover, if necessary,
sach damages as may have been snffered by the Gompany or ita gharsholders by renson of the failure of
the said ESSOP MIA, MOOSA MIA or SULIMAN ISMAIL MIA & OOMPANY, jointly or saverally, to
protect the interests of the shareholders in the said Company, and (iv) to make snsh elaim agoinst the
insolvent Estate of LEWIS WALTER RITOH as may be found to be dne by tho Trustee to tho said
Company, and (¢) why the costs of this Application shonld not be paid out of the funds of the Company,

" 3-~TThat service of this Order be effected on Essop Min, and by one publication in tho {nin
Gatells and in an Indian Newspaper circulating in Johannesburg.

BENSGR & Birirs,
""" 91/3 Cillinan Bufldingd,
Johannesbyrg,

By ORDER of THHE COURfT,
(9yd.) J, O, HINSBRECH,
Ruuwmm.



