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CONGRESS

FIFTH SESSION

IIF fifth session of the Sonth African lndian

Conurcss was opened by the Mayor, Mr.

W. I Fish, at the City Hall, Capetown. A

latge number of Indiuns were present, the greater

portion of the main hall being filled, a3 well as the
many tiers of seate on the platform.

Hundreds of telegrams conveyinyg messagzes of sym-
pathy and cheer were received from ussociations and
individuaals thronghout the country as well as Indig,
A shenf of these cables and telegrams was exhibited
and some were read. One cable froin Mahatma
Gandhi read :  “ Wish Congress saccess ; have cour-
aze,” (Loud applause.)

Various telegramy received from Natal supporting
the aims and objects of the Congress were ncluded
from the associations and individuals viz . Messts.
0. II. A. Jhaveri, Eqitors ‘Hindi,, A M. Omar,
Amod Dawood & Coy, Iibrahim Bis«y, M D. Motala,
Tunal Bros, Sayed Fakroodeen, Hoosen Khan, A.
H. Kaz, Tamul Maha Sibha, Suaburban IHindi
Sabha, Miankhan and Emmamally, Baswa Ltd,
Amod Haflejee, B. M., Singh, M. C Dada,
Osman Bros.,, Mamoojee Moosa, Patidar Union,
Surat Hindn Association, Kathiawar Arya Mandal,
Parguram Tailors Association, Iindu Tamil Insti-
tute, Bombay Presidency Association, Indian Woinen
Association, Young Men’s Vedie Society, Leavae
Noun-luarepean Anxihiary, Junction Clau wood Con-
gress, Manning Place Indian  Association, Kalni
Anjuman, Suburban Retail Dealers, and Zovoastiian
Anjuman.

Many letters of regret for absencoe were also read
from prominent citizens. One of the letters was
from Mr. Morris Alexander M I..A . who sarl —

“I very much regret, that I am unable to be
present at the opening ceremony ot the Iifth Session
of the South African Indian Congress on Monday
evening. . . .. I wish the Conference every sue-
cess, T am sorny to see signs of disunion awong
sectivns of the Indiaa community everywheic 1n
South Atfrica. It is above all necessary to present a
united front and to speak with one voice. 1 heaitily
agree with the saggestion of a Round Table Con-
ference at which Great Bitain, India and South
Africa will bo represen®d. The solution of the
problem must be sought in the calm atmosphere of
the Conference Chamber and a just solution must
be found. ”

In opening the Congress the Mayor of Cape Town
pud 1 —

“1 have been asked to open this important Con-
gress this evening, and I have consented to do so be-
cause, aa Mayor, I represent all classes of the com-
munity firespective of race or creed. I need not

necessarily be in agreement with you or ulentity .

myself with your views bLecause I am peorforpnng
this ceremony. But 1 know you reprosent very
large vested 1nterests in the Union of South Africa.
I know also that you are paurt and parcel of the great
British Empire, and as snch—recognising the hberty
of the great Butish Commonwealth—you have every
1ight to discuss matters concerning your well-being
and future status in South Africa.

*“The Indians have been in South Aliica since

AT CAPE TOWN

the year 1860, and no one will deny, they have
been good and law-ihiding people. They are an in-
telligent and thunfty people. During the Great
War India supplied 1ts full quota of men, and these
men fought well and bravely. They rallied to the
Empire 1n the hour of need, and acquitted them-
selves like men, and because of this alone they have
earned the right of ireely expressing their views and
publicly discussing matters in which their interestd
are involved.

It is not for me to express an opinion as to the
grounds of your grievances; these I must leave to
you to discuss {awrly, and, I trust, dispassionately,
for, I snbmit, nothing is ever gained by im-
moderate languagze. More is achieved by diplomacy
and carefully thonght-out argament.

Exercise Patience

*“I have no doubt a great deal of the trouble is
due to lack of waderstanding, and whilst you ask
the Sonth Afiicing to exzrcise patience, may not
you be reasonably asked to practise the save virtue ?
Personally, I do not consider our differences are due
to prejundice. Tam proud to number among my
friends many men of Eastern nationality for whom
I have the very warmest regard.

*“Theie may b2 difficulties of immigration, but,
surely, these are no more seversg, than the immigra-
tion laws of Ametica? Who of us have not read
of the treatment which men receive at Ellis Island ?
Rightly, or wrongiy, nations consider they have the
right to restrict thie number of immigrants to their
respective countrics, 1t cannot be right to allow un-
restricted immigration into a country. Governments
must protect their people or there is the danger of
an ahien population squeesing out the sons of that
country. Thete are many Indians born in this
country; surely, they, too, must be protected against
indwseriminate imnugration.

* We must not be too eager to blame the Govern-
racnt of the land. This1s a difficult question. Per-
sonally, I wish to sve justice done to all, but justice
does not mean undermining one section of the com-
munity for the betterment of another,

South Africa Over-traded

* Oue of the matters you will discuss is the Licen-
sing Laws. I do not wish to discuss or mention the
Indian in this matter, but as a basiness-man—and I
believe a sonnd hasiness-man—I am convinced that
the whole of Soiith Africa is over-traded, and that,
sooner or later, lvsislation will have to be introduced
to himit the numner of licences issued. One notes
with amazement the enormons number of insolven-
vies in South Atuey We, as a business community,
are gaining an unenviable reputation for * Com-
muerctal Immorality, ” and much of this is due to
the fact that the whole country—particularly in the

larger centres—:s hopelessly over-traded, and I care
not whether 1t be Jew or Gentile, Asiatic or Euro-
Pean, sooner or later, it will have to be stopped,
that 15 1f South Africa is going to maintain any de-
sice of * Commes aial Morality, ”

" Now. gentlemen, I am really here this evening
meiely to open thus conference; I feel that, it is my
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duty ss Mayor t0 perform this ceremohy. 1 hope
you will have a Buccessful Jongress—an interchange
of {deas {6 always good—and I feel certain of this:
It wrong hus been done, that wrong will be righted.
But, as I say, discuss everything in moderation. The
pitiful plight of some parts in Europe to-day is due
primarily to immoderate speech supported by wild
fanaticlam—-the testtlt has been chaos |

“I know the Indian community to be honest,
gober and law-abiding. I need say no more.” (Ap-
plause.)

The Presidentlal address then followed, the full
text of which is published elsewhere in this issne,

The visiting delegates were then welcomed by

Mr. M. ¥, Hawa, President of the Cape British In-
dian Coudcil.
Mr. Advocats J. W. Godfrey replied on behalf of

the Nutal delegates und in the course of his remarks
safd that notwithstanding that he had the qualifi-
cations of at English barrister-at-law he was de-
barred from exercising the Parliamentary vote. The
position of Indlans, he said, was rehdered very
grave by the Asiatic Bill and that a delegation would
havs to be sent to India to give our Mother-country
the truth. * Voteless we may be but voiceless
never I’ said the speaker amid loud applause. Mr.
Godfrey theti mioved the adoption of the Presidertial
address.

Mr. A. A. Mirza represerting the Trangvaal dele-
gates seconded Mr. Godfrey’s motion.

Dr. A. Abdurahman

Dr. A. Abdurahmen, who next spoke, was en-
thusiastically received. He warned his hearers not
to follow his advice but that of their leader, Dr.
Gool, 45 he, the speaker, wias a “fitebrand.” Refer-
ring to the spirit of nationality he said “When Bri-
tons sing they ‘never will be slaves,” to a very large
extent that spirit is a very admirable one; it intends
to improve a people, but carried too far it tends to
lead to what happened in Europe a few yeats 1go. ”
When there was no softening and tempering in-
fiterice of religion and Christlanity about that spirit
of nattonality it alwaysd led to hothing but war.

Hs agsured his hearers that they had the full sup-
port of the coloured people of this country. (Cheers).

Mr. A. 1. Kajee theh moved a vote of thanks to
the Mayor which was passed with acclamation.

In accordance with a resolution passed at last
year's Conference the Presidetit after ettlogising the
services of Mr. V. 8. C. Pather as hon. Genheral
Seeretary of the South African Indian Congress
prosented hith in recoguition thereof with a beauti-
ful leather attache case.

The Conference then adjourned oo the tmotion of
Mt. Dawson of Kimberly with the singing of the
National Arnthetn till the followinf day.

Proceedings Of The Following Days

On Tuesday and Wednesday (10th and 11th in-
stant) with night sittings 11l 11 o’clock and ~Thurs-
day till 1-30 p.m. the proceedings of the Conference
took plave if the Fidelity Hall, Primrose Street. On
Taesday at10 s.10. the Hall was filled with delegates
ad well as-Hutsiders who had come to watch the pro-
cesdings. Afier the Mintutes of the previous Con-
fetehce; the Financisl Statement and the Secretary’s
réport were read and passed warious matters affect-
ifg the Indian community were discussed and reso-
lutions passed thereon. (The tesolations appear else-
where sh this issue.)

The most important discussion took place on the
Asiatic Bill when speeches were made by the dele-
gates wery fedlingly. There was difference of
opinion mot on the principle of the Bill, which was
totally rejected by every speaker in the strongest
terme, bt as to the line of action to be taken against
it. After a very heated debate, however, it was agreed
that a ealmer view be taken and patience exercised
until a definite reply was had from the Government.

Resolutions were accordingly passed unanimously
totally rejecting the Bill aud urging npon the Gov-
ernment for a Round Table Conference to discuss
the whole Asiatic question.

Transfer of Headquarters to Durban «"

Most of the time on Thursday was occupied in the
election of new officials and in discudsing the trans-
fer of the headquarters of the Congress. Some of
the Cape delegates were of the opinon that the
headquarters should remain in Oapetown, the Trans-
vaal delegates were uhxious to have thetn in the
Transvaal and the Natal delegates were unanunous
in having them in Natal. It was decided by a
majority of vote that the headquarters be transterred

to Natal.
The New Election

The election of new officials then took place as
follows :—

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu (President), Advocate J. W.
Godfrey (Deputy President), Mr, A, 1. Kajes (Gen-
eral Secretary), Mr. V. 8. C. Pather (Treasuret).

The services of the outgoing Executive were enlo-
gised and a special tribute was paid to the Deputy
President Dr. A. H. Gool who at & considerable
sacrifice bad attended the proceedings and so ubly
conducted them right through: and to Mr. A. Ismail
hon. General S/ecretary and Mr. V. 8. C. Pather
whose energeti¢ work was greatly responsible for
the success of the Conference, and it was decided to
make a suitable presentation to Mr. Ismail in recog-
nition of his services.

The chairman of the Reception Committee was
also thanked for having ably fulfilled his unenviable
task.

A tribute was paid to Dr. Abdurahman for the in-
valnable services he bad rendered to the cause of
Indians. In veplying Dr. Abdurahman made a very
instructive speech in the course of which he gave
some useful advice on conducting meetings and con-
gralulated the Congress for having accomplished
their task very smccesafnily.

The Conference was then adjourned until the
next year with three hearty cheers for the President
Mrs. Sarojin1 Naidu, the Deputy President Dr. A,
H. Gool, Dr. Abdurahman and Mahatma Gandhi.

Presidential Address

The following is the full text of the Presidential
Address delivered at the Fifth Session of the South
African Indian Congress, by the Deputy-President,
Dr. A. H. Gool :—

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

This Fifth Session of the South African Indian
Congress has been called to consider the grave
situation confronting our community as a direct re-
sult of the Asiatic Bill introduced last session in
Parliament by Dr. Malan, %inister of the Interior.

"We deeply regret the unavoidable absense of our
distinguished and eloquent President Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, who is unable to grace this occasion with her
inspiring presence. We realise however, that India
peeds her more and by her great self-sacrificing
work there, she is rendering invaluable services to
us in South Africa.

First of all I wish to thank youn very sincerely for
the honourconferred upon me, by having elected
me your Deputy President. Though I have not
been a member of any of our Societies, yetl since my
retarn to South Africa in the year 1210, I have
been vitally interested in the problem affecting cur
people. 1 have learned the position from Mahatma
Gandhi himself, have discussed it with that great
Statesman, the late Hon. Mr, Gokhale, and lasily
have seen it through the eyes of our able President,
Mrs. Sarojini Naida.

This the unofficial Parliament of the Indians in
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. South Africa, will strive to voice in a2 moderate and
sober manner, the grievances of our people who are
left withowt vote and power, in this land of their
birth and adoption. We have a just cause and weo
s'zull endeavour not to jeopardise our position by
violent and revolutionary methods, which can only
highten the tension and stimulate the prejudice
agalnst s,

Perhaps it is only proper, that this important
Hession of our Congress should take place in Cape
Town, the mother City of South Africa, and to a
certain extent, still the home of liberty and just
treatment of the non-European. Here in the Cape,
the Europeans still hold sacred the great traditions
of the British people—justice and fairplay to the
Coloured man—and I trust will never bow their
heads in shameless submission to ths reactionary
and un-Christian Doctrine of the North “No equality
in Btate and Church between Black and White,

Unfortunately the propaganda of hate, calumny
and misrepresentation against the Indian is fast
spreading Southward., Anti-Asiatic Leagues, asso-
ciations and societies, supported by the leading
newspapers with glaring headlines and leading
articles are doing their worst to damage the position
of the Indian. All over Bouth Africa the Europeans
are being awakened to a sense of grave danger, and
even the sane and sober attitude of the Cape Earo-
pean is becoming slowly nndermined by this spirit
of prejudice and intolerance.

But in spite of this clamour of self-interest, in
1924 Indians looked hopefully to the S8outh African
Party Government under the able leadership of
General Smuts for protection and fairplay., How-
ever, they were disappointed when Mr. Patrick
Duncan brought forward his Class Areas Bill. The
fall of the Smuts Government, however, prevented
that Bill from becoming the law of the land. Hope
sprung anew in the breasts of our people, when in
the same year the Ifertzog Governinent was formed,
but again they were doomed to disappointment.
This time the death-knell of their very existence
was sounded by the iniquitous Bill fathered by the
Rev. Dv. Malan Minister of the Interior.

This hydra-headed Bill enforces compulsory segre-
gation in residence and trade, restricts immigration,
cartails domiciliary rights and tightens the Asiatic
Registration Act of the Transvaal,

First with regard to the reservation of areas as
embodied in the Bill, I should hke to draw your
attention to the fact that at present an Indian enjoys
the right to buy, lease or sell Iand in Natal and the
Cape Province, unlike his poor unfortunate brother
in the Transvaal, who can only lease property in
certain reserved areas or a location.

The first chapter of this Bill compels Indians to
reside and trade in apecially alloted areas. No
matter what their financial position or sociul stand-
ing, only in these special areas will the Indians be
permitted to live, trade or buy and sell property.
All businesses existing outside that area shall cease
at the expiration of the present lease or at the death
of the present lessee.

It further empowers the Governor-General to
proclaim, that in the Province of Natal, no Indian
shall be able to buy or lease land, except from an-
other Indian, and only within 30 miles of the Coast.
But it wonld appear from the wording of the Bill,
that as soon as the QGovernor-General proclaims this
Indian belt, the Urban Authorities, outside the 30
miles limit will lose the power they are given in
this very Bill to proclaim class areas. As a resalt
Indians, in Natal, oatside this zone, will lose their
present vested rights to reside and trade, whether
they are in rural or urban areas.
mated that nearly 700 licences wili be expropriated.
It is expropriation without compensation : in other
words, simple conflscation.

Besides this, the Governor-General by proclama-

It has been esti-

tion can extend or reduce these class areas. This
means that even in these locations the Indians will
not enjoy.this security of tenure essential to their
well-beiug and development.

The policy of racial segregation has been rightly
condemned by all truly civilised men. It brands
the segregated race with the mark of inferiority.
It interferes with the general progress by stopping
the intercourse between race and race and thus
closes the only channel through which can come
understanding, mutnal respect and above all Peace,
It undualy restricts the liberty and freedom of man’s
movements., It accentunates the differences of cus-
toms and perpetuates the bad habits, and so increases
prejudice and misunderstanding. In the case of the
Indian, these areas will be mostly in the slums @th
all its dire consequences of overcrowding, insanita-
tion, poverty, squalor and disease. This will not
only act detrimentally on the Indians but will react
disastrouely on the surrounding Euaropean popula-
tion.

The safeguard of an advisory board is futile, in
that the actual power will atill be in the hands of
the urban authorities, 4.2 the Town Councils com-
posed of Earopeans. Already the Indians have beent
overlooked and neglected and it is easy to fore-
shadow greater neglect in the future.

Uunder certain conditions it” may he advisable to
segregate primitive races, in order to protect them
from undue exploitation in commerce and industry.
It may also prevent their selling or bartering their
land and thus forcing them into urban areas, where
dangers of every description beset the path of the
simple and unwary. Bat to segregate a civilised
people is a different matter entirely. Let me em-
phasise the fact that over 70 per cent. of the Indians
in South Africa are born, bred and educated here.
They are in custom and appearance modern -civi-
lised men, some of them are graduates of the great
Enghish and Scottish Universities and members of
the higher professions. Many of the Colonial born
Indians are Christians. Their average standard of
living is high, closely approaching that of the Euro-
pean, and where their earning capacity permits,
they hive in comfort and refinement. Why are In-
dians then saddled with this indivious distinction ?
Is it because of their colour ? Then why, tell me,
are the Coloured people, Mauritians and St. Helenas
exclunded ? Is it becanse of their religion ? Then
why are the Malays and Jews also excluded from
the Bill ?

The only reason why they have been singled ont
is the fact, that they have dared to compete in trade
against the European. Such enterprise on the part
of our non-European race, the Government regards,
as highly reprehensible and must be stamped out
with the iron heel. For the Minister has distinctly
said, that he will exercise pressure in order to get
rid of the Indians—not force. What a hair-splitting
difference, for is not pressure after all a type of
force ?

Aslong as an Indian was content to remain a serv-
ant and a labourer, a mere hewer of wood and
drawer of water, he was considered an asset, treated
with patronising kindness, prejudice and this racial
antipathy were undreamt of evils. But as soon as
he conceived the ambitions of education and finan-
cial independence he was denocunced as an inter-
loper, regarded as an undesirable alien, fettered with
repressive laws and the Government has now added
the last blow and has decided to drive him into
locations to starve and degenerate.

1t is admitted that Indians are able to sell goods
cheaper than some Europeans, but that is mainly
due to their thrift and the greater amount of work
they are prepared to put into their business. And
who are the people who benefit in the matter of
cheaper goods ? Is it not the general public by re-
duction of the cost of living ? The only Europer

1 4
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who actually suffer from Indian competition are a
few of the small shop-keepers. Is it then for the
benefit of these few that thousands of the poor are
to be exploited and fleeced ? and is it because of
a narrow selfish class of white traders, often
foreigners and aliens themselves, that the whole
foundation of the DBritish Empire is to be en-
dangered ?

This Bill also deals the Indwan a cruel and unjust
blow, in that drastic changes are to be made in the
Immigration laws of the country. The general
question of immigration of Indians has been prac-
tically settled. With the exception of a few Indian
teachers and priests for the Transvaal, minor chil-
dren and wives of Indian settlers, the doors of the
country are barred against the Indian for ever. We
stil},feel he injustice of this Immigration law, yet
for the sake of those living here, we have ‘tacitly
gubmitted to it. But this Bill gives faurther powers
to the Immigration Officer whose arbitrary and often
high-handed actions in the past have been severely
critised by several judges.

Again to keep up this form of oppression against
the Indian, the districts of Utrecht and Vryheid,
although part of Natal now, are to be considered, as
far as the Transvaal, so that the Draconian laws of
the Transvaal could be applied to the Indians in
these districts. Such Gilbertian legislation 18 un-
heard of outside free South Africa. If it is the
intention of getting rld of the Indians by hook or
by crook, why not apply such hocus pocus legis-
lation at once to Natal by enacting that Natal should
be considered part of Zululand, and as no Indians
are allowed to trade in Zululand, it follows that all
Indians now in Natal, shall forfeit their right to
trade. Why stop here, Transvaal could be declared
a part of Lappland and all Indians not wearing
heavy fur coats and living in 1ce houses should be
immediately deported to Kamchatka which for the
purpose of this Act could be declared a part of India.
The Government aimed at being diplomatic and
clever, but succeeded in being only ridiculous and
spiteful.

Besides all these absurdities, the Bill boldly
invades the precincts of his private life. It attempts
to regulate his marriages by the following clause,
that if he intends marrying in India or bringing his
wife and children back into the Union he must do
so before Aunguast 1930 or Lefore 10 years of his first
entry into the Union. In future no Indian could
go to India marry and bring back his wife. Surely
every man has the right to marry whom and where
he likes. Some men would sacrifice everything
for love, but the majority would like to have their
wives, as well as their businesses. Such proscription
dates back to the old days of slavery, apparently not
this completely eradicated in highly civilised land.

The Bill further affects a Targe number of Indians,
in that they will be compelled to give up their daal
domicile in the Union, as many persons hold a
domicile, for instance, 1n the Transvaal by Dbirth,
and a domicle in Nalal by residence or vice versa.
This right of dnal domicle will cease to exist in three
years, which means that large vested interests 1n one
or other of the Provinces canunot be coatrolled by
the owner and will in many cases spell his financial
ruin. The object of this, apparently, is to eliminate
Indian businesses that may have escaped the flank-
ing attack of the class areas restrictions.

Again Indians incladinz those born in the Union
by merely absenting themselves from the Union for
a longer period than 3 years forfeit their domiciliary
rights. Where is a South African born Indian to
g0, who absents himself from the Tnion for more
than 3 years ? I have a brother studying in Eng-
land. If he does not return to the Union before
1928, be is debarred from entering the land of his
people. 1Is this not in conflict with the most ele-
mentary principles of justice and fairplay ?

This concludes a general analysis of this perni-
cious Bill, but it by no means covers all the many
clauses which detrimentally affect the Indian, now
resident in South Africa. .

Why do the Europeans consider the Indian uunfit
for decent society and unworthy of just and equil- .
able treatment ? First they contend that the In-
dians in Natal are sufficiently large 1n number to
become a menace, being 140,000 to 170,000 Euro-
peans. That the small trader has been practically
eliminated and Indians will expect to work besides
Europeans in the skilled or semi-skilled trades or in
offices, which will create in their breasts a feehny of
equality with the Europeans, which 18 largely ob-
noxious and against the very basis of a dominant
White South Africa.

My answer to this is that the Inlians have created
by their sweat and toil, the foundation of Nital's
present prosperity. Sagar, Tea, Fruits and many
other commodities have been cultivated by the In-
dian at miserable wages. The big profits have gone
1nto the nockets of enterprising planters and other
capitalists and 1ato the coffers of the Province, turn-
ingit from the verge of bainkruptey into thu of
great prosperity.

The Indian population is practically stationary
while that of the European 18 1ncreasing rapidly and
consequently the so-called Indianisation of Natal is
purely an imaginery fear.

If some of the old white traders went to the wall
against the Indian competition, it was because of
their 1nefficiency and poor business capacity and no
fault of the Indians. Bubt now the conditions are
rapidly changing. The boycott of Indians by anti-
Asiatic leagunes and the difficulty of obtaining licen-
ces to trade have done everything to han licap the
Indian and so given the white trader another chance
to come to the top.

We find the Europeans on Railways, 1n offizes and
different industries and other spheres of life are
gradually displacing the Indians. Many of these
Indians have been in work for over 20 years, nay,
have given of their best in faithful and honest
service and now find themselves without any means
of a livelihood. The white boy has the advantage
of First Grade college education and efficient techni-
cal training, which 18 denied to the Indian. This is
producing efficient white workers and graduaally the
Indians will have no other choice outside commerce
but to become mere menials.

It is also asserted that Indians send their money
out of the country.

Indian economists have exhaustively proved how
India, which was the richest country in the world,
the Golconda of the great Western Navigators, has
been systematically drained of her treasare. Since
the time of Chve, a never ending stream of treasure
has flowed towards England, miking Eagland what
she is at present and thuas indirectly benefitting
Sounth Africa, and so this small flow back from Soath
Africa to India is unappreciable. Suach argument
may not appeal to a Soauth African. But he can
understand the fact Indians are not permitted to
buy or erect decent buildings in gool localities.
Immediately he purchases a motor car out goes the
cry “What cheek on the part of a Coohe!”" The
Europeans have made it 1mpossible for him to spend
his money 1a South Africa. Waerever he tarns he
1s confronted with the warning “Earopeans only”
and yet he is denounced if he jourueys w India to
spend his money or sends part of it to his depen-
dants.

The Indians are accused of creating slums, of the
evils of Eastern cities.

Where in the world can you find worse slums
than in London or Glasgow ?* Economic stress,
poverty and ignorance induace people tu create slums
but the recent legislation in Natal restricts the sale
of unalienated lands to Indians and compels Indians
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to horde together, rich and poor, vulgar and refined,
" cultured and ignorant. What power has the Indian
to prevent slums 7 What hope has he of keeping
pace with the march of civilisation ?
~Again the Europeans contend that Indians being
df a different creed have lower morals than Euro-
peans.
This kind of religious prejudice is typical of the
medieval religious intolerances, and this is no place
to enfer into religious controversies, suffice it that
the same arguments have been used in those times,
and have been the cause amongst Christians of
centuries of bloodshed.
In all civilised countries the opinion is rightly
held, that religion shall not penalise a man from
serving and fighting for his country, nor prevent
him from becoming a full citizen. Here in South
Africa we find the Jews obtaining full rights of
citizenship though they are still stannch to their
ideals.
It is also maintained that the Indians have differ-
ent customs, are aliens, and as a coloured race can
never be asgimilated in a White South Africa.
Let me again point out that 70 per cent. of the
Indians in South Africa are Colonial born.
have to a large extent discarded the customs of their
fathers in dress and manners, and have acquired all
those of the European. Whether this is good or
bad is not for me to say. Suffice it that they have
been changed by the environment, and in the near
fature education, and South African climate will
create an Indian quite different from that of India.
There is no possibity of ever producing a White
South Africa in that every member must be white.
The only reasonable aim 2s enunciated by that
Statesman General Smuts can be, a white civilized
standard in which every race can take a part. This
will not exclude the coloured or even the native.
How can it then exclude the Indian born and bred
on the goil 3 '
Here I wish to remind you, that the Minister has
spoken of Indians as an alien element and as such,
he maintained, could never be absorbed by the
South African population. It is time that we com-
pletely explode this oft repeated fallacy. First of
all, the Indian is a useful member of the general
community of South Africa. Without his labour
many a prosperous and flourishing induastry in Natal
would collapse. To-day many races have become
good Sounth Africans without losing their identity,
and without departing from their religious principles
or the customs of their forefathers, and the Indian,
if given equal facilities, could become equally as
good a South African.
In most of the recent wars in South Africa, the
Zulu War, Anglo-Boer War, the Native Rebellion
and the Great War, Indians of South Africa have
made thejr sacrifices. They have organised Stretcher
Bearer Corps and have even offered their services
ag combatants, but were refused by the Government
of the day.
Here in the Cape, it is obvious to all how the In-
dian has been absorbed in the general community.
Not only does he mix on social equality with the
(Malay and the coloured population, but has inter-

married with them, If the loveé that we bear South
Africa and the useful work we have done for her,
do not make South Africans forget our colour, and
if we are still to be regarded as aliens, then surely
the Malays and the coloured people must also be
considered aliens, which is absurd. Dafference of
race and creed shounld distinguish and not divide the
various citizens of South Africa. .

Australia, New Zealand and Canada have granted
full rights of citizenship to the Indians, and I defy
anybody to say that their white standard of civilisa-
tiortli has s‘uﬁ'ered as a result of this broad and demo-
srativ polisy |

Does smfm Afriea think so titts of ber falr name;

They. .

and value so lightly the lofty ideals of her English
and Dutch forefathers that she would stand amidst
this comity of nations, without fear or shame, and
refuse to do justice to her subject races ? This Asia-
tic question is more than an Imperial problem, it is
a world-wide issue, and if South Africa is not pre-
pared to act honourably, then Indians must appeal
for succour outside, and let me warn South Africans,
that this policy of expediency and coercion may re-
sult in a disastrous war, in which Asia and Africa
will stand pitted against Enrope and America.

Those, who think by a policy of repression they
are safeguarding their fature generation, are only
handing down to posterity a heritage of hate and
bloodshed.

It is not too late to avert a world-wide catastrophe.
Let a Round Table Confecrence be arranged and let
us explore every avenue which will lead to concilia-
tion and peace !

Ladies and gentlemen, before I conclude I should
like to remind South Africa that eleven years ago in
the Gandhi-Smuts agreement, the Government gave
its plighted word to administer the laws justly and
protect the vested rights of Indians, and to-day
White South Africans have treated that sacred
declaration as a mere scrap of paper.

Since 1914 the Indian bas been gystematically
robbed of every righ® he held dear and sacred, and
to-day the Hertzog Government has denied him the
first inalienable right of man : the right to labour
and to live.

I ask you, is this not a direct violation of British
truth, honour, and faith ? Where in the world must
the Indian look for charity and protection if those
who consider themselves his rightful guardian and
protector, have 80 recklessly violated that sacred trust?

Why is the Indian so unwanted and ill-treated in
South Africa ? Let me again remind you that in
the time of the Great War, when the very founda-
tions of the British Empire, were threatened with
disaster, India did not hesitate to give, not only her
gold and grain, but of her bravest and strongest
sons in order to help to bring the world-wide
struggle to a successful termination.

Hag South Africa forgotten so soom ? Only 11
years ago, out there, on the battlefields of Flanders,
Indians fought side by side with the Eunropeans, so
tfat these very shores, should remain inviolate and
safe. There was no distinction then between FEast
and West, there was no difference then of colour and
creed. DBeneath the deadly onslaught of shot and
shell, black, white, bronze and yellow, fell side by
side mowed down like many coloured flowers by
the ruthless scythe of war. It was there the blood
of East and West, black and white flowed out, inter-
mingling in one crimson stream of sacrifice. It was
there again that the agonised groans of the dying
went up as one voice to the heavens, the last testi-
mony of service to the Empire and loyalty to British
ideals.

Has this faded so quickly from the memory of the
Europeans, that the very enemy, the Indians helped
to subdue, is allowed the freedom of South Africa
while they are being martyred and maligned ? Are
the fruits of this pernicious Bill but another blighted
harvest to be reaped by a people so full of passionate
loyalty, heroic fortitude and imbued with sach an
insatiable spirit for sacrifice and truth ?

Let me conclude by saying, if I have not the
power and ability to plead the unhappy cause of my
countrymen, then surely their service for South
Africa and their loyalty to the British Empire must
speak for themselves.

Let South Africa in the words of the Psamist, ex-
perience a change of heart, let her tear from above
ber portals the warning to Indians. ™ All hope,
abandon ye, who enter here ” and let her remember
the words of the Founder of Christlanity 1 * Do
unto bthets 88 y¢ would havd them dd hitg you,
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. Resolutions

N\

The following resolutions were passed by the
South African Indian Congress at its fifth Session
held in Cape Town on the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th
iéxstant under the deputy-presidentship of Dr. A, H,

00l :—

1. That this Congress views with profound con-
sternation and alarm the growing hostility to all
legitimate desires and aspirations of the Indian po-
pulation of the Union, and places upon record that
such hostilities are opposed to all the accepted prin-
ciples of Britigh fairplay and justice, and calculated
in their final effect to destroy British prestige. (Pro-
posed by Advocate J. W. Godfrey and seconded by
Mr. A. A. Mirza.)

2. Thay this Fifth Session of the South African
Indian Congress in conference views with alatm the
Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration
(Further Provision) Bill which is in violation of the
1914 Gandhi-Smuts agreement and has for its ohject
the compulsory segregation of Indians, the depriva-
tion of their proprietory rights and unltimate elimi-
mation of the Indian community as openly declared
by the Minigter of the Interior and begs to submit
te the Government that on a matter of principle the
Indian community of South Africa opposes this Bill
in foto. (Proposed by Advocate J. W. Godfrey and
seconded by Parsee Mancherjee.)

3. That this Congress urges upon the Union
Government to ponsent to a Round Table Conference
of representatives of the Union Parliament, repre-
sentatives of India and of the Tmperial and Indian
Governments and representatives of the South Afri-
can Indian Congress to consider the whole position
of Indians here and arrive at an honourable and
amicable settlement, {Proposed by Advocate J. W.
Godfrey and seconded by Mr. A, M. Chetty.)

4. That Messrs. Amod Bayat, Sorabjee Rustom-
jee, V, 8, C, Pather, B, M. Ally, M. A. H, Moosa,
Shaik Himed, S. R. Naidoo, M. M. Gandhi, J. W.
Godfrey, Yusuf Hawa, P, M, Dawson, A. E. Haffejee,
Shaik Ismail, M. . Patel, D. M, Narsoo, Hajee
Ebrahim Dindar,; Vally Mahomed and Goolam Rasool
be and are hereby appointed to interview the Minis-
ter of the Interior and place before him the fore-
going résolutions, That the Executive be empower-
ed to add such other members as the Provincial
bodies nominate. (Proposed by Mr, A. I. Kajee and®
seconded by Mr. L, C. B, Ephraim.)

5. That this South African Indian Congress in
Conference assembled, hereby decides upon a depu-
tation to proceed to India, and that the following
gentlemen form the deputation viz- Dr, A. Abdurah-
man, on behalf of the Cape, Mr. A, A, Mirza, on be-
half of the T'ransvaal, and Messrs. Amod Bayat,
Pundit Bhawani Dayal, V. 8. C. Pather, Sorabjee
Rustomjee and J. W, éodfrey on behalf of Natal,
withi power to the Executive to add or nominate
andther in place of any of the above gentlemen who
is nhable to proceed, and with power to the dele-
gates to co-o?t in Tndia any person who is a mem-
bef of any of tHe constituent bodies. Delegates to
proceed imimediately the Executive so decides.
(Propoded by Mr. A. 1. Kajee and seconded by Mr.
8. Cassoojee.)

. Thdt each Province bear the expenses of its
owh delegates. (Proposed ty Mr. A. Ismail and
sedonded by Mr. A. M. Chetty.)

7. That this Congress reiterates

(d) That it is of the conviction that the deeming

order of the Minister for the Interior declar-
ing all Asiatics for the purposes of the Immi-
grahits’ Regulation Act as prohibited on econ-
omic grounds is insulting, degrading, unfair
ahd unjust to the Indian community and that
iti ity hpplication unmistakable injustice re-
sttlted in that children of persons having dual
domilciliary and statutory tights have been

(b)

debarred from the full enjoyment and exercise
of sach rights and that 1t is the source of in-
justice happening to Indians.

That inter-provincial visiting can only be
obtained under and in compliance with what

. is considered to be irksome Regulationa, It

(©

@

(e)

®

(@)

(b

~—

&)

is again asked that the deposit of £10 R,
dispensed with wherever the Immigration
Officer or the Magistrate is satisfied with the
education, commercial, professional or social
standing of the applicant.

That the Form D.I. 4. is as complicated and
intricate as D. I, 90 and Congress urges that
Form D.I. 7 with the elimination of the re-
quirement on the back thereof will meet the
cases of applicants who have already filled in
D.I.90 and to whom an Identity Certificate
has already been issued.

That an Identity Certificate once granted to
an Indian should remain 1n hs possegsion and
be his property hke the domicile Certificate
issued under the now repealed Natal Immi-
gration Restriction Acts.

That the exccutive be requested to ask the
Government of India to dispense with
Certificates of Identity required by it in lien
of passports as a war measure, as the con.
tinuance of such a demand by it for such
Identity Certificates i a source of trouble and
injustice happening to Indians and as such
Certificates should not be demanded of its own
Nationals,

That the Right of Appeal against the decision
of an Immigration Officer be extended from
three to seven days in the discretion of such
Immigration Officer in the event of a ship not
leaving at the date on which it waa expected
to leave when the time limit to appeal was
fixed by the Immigration Officer.

That the Immigrants’ Appeal Board shonld,
in view of the jurisdiction of the Conrts being
ousted, constituted of men of legal training
and experience in fairnesa to applicants.

That an Appeal from the Immigrants’ Ap-
peal Board to the Supreme Court be allowed
both on facts and law,

That in view of the liberty of the subject
being involvod in Immigration cases, gittings
of the Immigrants’ Appeal Board should take
place in the Court House and every facility
be a@iven for the attendance of the public and
for the publication of its proceedings.

That the holder of an Identity Cerhificate, if
he does not return within three years should
not when he does come be subject to further
examination as such examination is not re-
guired if he returns within the three years.
Reguirement of thumb impressions from In-
dian women on Immigration Forms be die-
pensed with,

That owing to the difficulties arising from
delay in the arrival of D.I. 91 form completed
from India it is asked that bail be fixed at £10
at the highest pending establishment of the
right of the entrant and that in lieu of D.I. 91
for the certification of the relationship of the
wife and children of an Indian domiciled in
the Union to enable them to enter South
Africa, a certificate of such relationship issued
by a first class Magistrate in India be accepted
by Union Immigration Officers.

That where an entrant is not able fo find
bail, he or she be detained and given an
opportunity to take the matter of his or her
prohibition before the Immigrants’ Appeal
Board without being required to find either
bail or appeal or other fees in view of the
liberty of a subject being at atake, ‘

That the appedl fee of £30 s nuredsonably
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and jt is suggested that it be redaced to such
snm as is found nsually {0 rover the costs of
appeals before the Immigrants’ Appeal Board.

(j) That women examiners to the Immigration

Department be appointed to meet the religinus

susceptibilities of Indians in regard to their

women, .

That Waiting Rooms be provided for women
in the Immigration Offices.

(k) That in regard to transit permits Immigration
Officers be instrocted to exercise their discre-
tion in the extension of such permits on rea-
sonable grounds and not on medical grounds
aloue,

() That as was understood at the time of the
passing of Immigrants’ Ragulation Act, Natal-
born Indians and Cape-born Indians shonld
be allowed to return to their respeztive Pro-
vinces on the production of their birth
certificates.

(m) That instructions to the Principal Immigration
Officer, Durban, to restrict the time limit for
the introduaction of wives and children of In-
dians from India, to six months from date of
permission be withdrawn.
That the notice served on a number of Indians
in the Transvaal declaring them prohibitegd
immigrants, who were permitted to enter and
acquire a domicile in that Provines by special
exemption certificates ias illegal, improper and
in distinot violation of the understanding apon
which they were issued and this Congress
urges the Minister of Interlor to withdraw
sach notice. (Proposed by Mr. A. A. Mirza
and second by Mr. D. M, Nursoo.)

8. That this Congress reiteratos its objection
gonerally to the principle and incidence of the
Indian Immigration Laws on Indians and their
descondants introduced to this country, and this
Congress asks for the repeal of such laws so .that
Indians as British subjects may come under the
ordinary laws of the country. (Propossd by Mr.
A. 1. Kajee and seconded by Mr. E. J. Choonoo.)

9. That the Sonth African Indian Congress
assembled in Conference strongly protests sgainst
the Transvaal General Dealers’ Control Ordinance
1925 as an*Ordinance intended to eurtail the trading
rights of Transvaal Indians, and requests that the
said Ordinance be either repealed or amended so as
not to operate harshly against the Indians. (Pro-
posed by Mr. A. A. Mirza and seconded by Mr. D.
M. Nursoo.)

10. That this Congress make representations to
the Union Government for the amendment to Act
No. 35 of 1908 (Transvaal), known as the Gold Law,
which debars Indian goldsmiths from conducting
their legitimate calling in the Transvaal, (Propoged
by Mr. 8, M. Rahim and seconded by Mr, M. D.
Barmania.)

11, That the cause of all disabilitiea which the
Indians in the Transvaal Province labour under
being by reason of their statns held lower
than that of the Europeans this Congress records its
respectful but emphatic protest against the main-
tenance and retention of the differential and dis-
criminating laws in that Province and urges upon
the Government the imperative necessity of repeal-
ing or otherwise amending or altering all such laws
50 as to divest them of their present discririnating
and differentiating character. (Proposed by Mr. D.
M. Nursoo and seconded by Mr. T. €. Moodley.)

12. In regard to the Public Henlth Act and the
Public Health Ordinance of Natal, the validity of
which i8 now being tested in the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court of South Africa, this Congress
instructs the Executive to take such action as i.t na
deem necersaly, as soon a8 the Courls decision is
known, fo afepdard tHe {ntefémt of the Indlank
affocted by aush deision or sabsequent aotion of

7

(n
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the Government. (Proposed by Mr. A. I. Kajeeand
saconded by Mr. B. Maharaj.)

13. This Congress reiterates its protest against
the differential treatment based on race under the
railways laws of the country. (Proposed by Mr.
Goolam Rasool and seconded by Mr. E. M. Moolla.)

14. That the Secretary make full inquirles into
the matter of the Government desiring the regis-
tration of Asiatics made compulsory in the districts
of Utrecht and Vryheid and place all correspondence
before the Executive at the first opportanity. (Pro-
posed by Mr. V. 8. C. Pather and seconded by Mr,
A. 1. Kajee.)

18. That this Congress reiterates that it is of the
opinion that in view of an interpreter being expect-
ed to be qualified in several languages, and te assist
in the administration of justice and to live in ordi-
nary comfort, the scale of salary fixed by the Govern-
ment is inadequate and beggarly, and strongly pro-
tests against the Government disregarding the recom-
mendations of the Public Service Commission on
this subjeot, and urges that the Government's reply
that the remuneration to interpreters is not beggarly
because interpreters could be found, is not proof
that the interpreters are satisfled with the scales of
pay allowed to them, as it is known that they are
not satisfied with the pay they receive. (Pro-
posed by Mr. A. A. Mirza and seconded by Mr,
Jack Moodley.)

16. That this Congress reiterates that the pregsent
scale of witness fees paid in the Law Courts of the
Unfon is unfair and degrading to Indians as Indians,
and should be based not on racial grounds but on
the status of the witnesses. (Proposed by Advocats
J. W. Godfrey and by Mr. J. P. Bhaga.)

17. That this Congress makes representations to
the Union Government to appoint members of the
Indian community in the different Provinces to the
offices of Justice of the Peace and Commissioner
for Oaths. (Proposed by Mr. V. 8. C. Pather and
seconded by Mr., Lalkhan.)

18. That this Congress requests that the principle
of primary, free and compulsory education shounld be
extended to Indians np to Standard 6; that the
qualification, grading, conditions of service and scales
of salary of Indian teachers should be the same as
thoss prevailing {n European schools; and that faci-
lities for higher, technical and other education
should be provided, and that State-aided schools
bhould be taken over by the Government. Resolved
that it be an instruction for the Provincial bodies to
take action in their respective Provinces and report
to the next Uonference or to the South Afriecan In-
dian Congress Executive. (Proposed by Mr, A, M.
Chetty and seconded by Mr. P. H. Patsl.)

19. That this Congreas resolves that {n the {nterests
snd welfare of the Indian community of Boauth Afri-
¢a it is highly desirable that & South African Indian
College for boys and girls for higher education be
established, and the incoming Hxeoutive of the
Bonth African Indian Congress formulate a scheme
to inangurate same, and take sch action as it tnay
be able to do. This Congress requests the President,
Mra. Sarojini Naida, to maks application to the
Bombay Imperial Citizenship Aasociation for the
establishing of 8 Bouth African Indian Education
Trust from the funds of the last passive resistance
struggle, now in the bands of that Association, and
that the Trust shall be foe the securing of men aud
women teachers for the proposed South African
Indian Qollege, and for the paying of salarfes and
other incidental expenses and charges of such teach-
ers, and the trustees of such Trust shall be Mahatma
Gandhi, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. J. B. Pstit, Mr,
K. Nataraan and Mahomed Ali, with such othora as
such trustees in their discretion may vo-opt. AR
other donditions of wuch Triiss shall be ia the discres
tlon of sded trimteess (Propmed by Mw B
Choonoo and seconded by Mr, D. Narsod,)
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20. Having regard to evils traced to alcoholic
drink, this Congress includes in 1ts policy of work
the lending of active support to any movement for
the discouragement of the consumption of aleoholie
liguor, and further that each Provincial body with
its district committees be called upon to give etfect
to this resolution wherever possible. (Proposed by
Mr. A. H. M. Tilly and seconded by Mr. D. K. Patel.)

21. That the Natal Indian Congress act with full
powers as local committee to the South African In-
dian Congress with the co-operation of the honorarv
general secretary of the South African Indian Con-
gress for the purpose of making all necessary arrange-
ments for the holding of an Indian Agricultaral
and Industrial Show in Durban. (Proposed by M.
Sorabjee Rustomjee and seconded by Mr, Jack
Moodley.)

22, That this Congress resolves that it 1s desirable
in the interests of the Union of South Africa that
an Agricultural Experimental School be estabhished
in or near Durban for the purpose of training yonng
Indians in Agricultural Science. (Proposed by Mr.
A. Sookdeo and seconded by Mr. A. I. Kajee.)

23. That this Congress reiterates that reasonable
facilities should be given to Indian farmers, store-
keepers and others to possess firearms as a means of
protection throughout the Un (Proposed by
Adv«))cate J. W. Godfrey and secc . «»d by Mr. A 8.
Mia.

24, That this Congress adopts te use of Engiish
and Hindi as the official langunage . 1a all proceedings
of the Congress, and that whenev.r any interpre-
tation is agsked for then same if necessary shall be
made. (Proposed by Mr. R. Singh and seconded
by Advocate J. W. Godfrey.)

25, That in .the opinion of this Congress 1t 1s
highly necessary that there should be one official
Indian organ in English, Tamil, Hind: and Guierat
languages, voicing the sentiments and feelings of
the South African Indian commununity, and that the
matter be referred to the Executive of the South
African Indian Congress to take the necessary action
for that purpose. (Proposed by Mrv. E. M Moolla
and seconded by Mr. R. K. Naidoo.)

26. That Indian women auxiharies be formed by
the Provincial bodies affihiated to the South African
Indian Congress, among other things, with a view
to Indian women being eventually admitted to mem-
bership in the South African Indian Congress
(Proposed by Mr. B. M. Master and seconded bv Mr.
8. Cassoojee.)

27. That this Congress requests that the principle
of equal rights to all civilised people be adopted by
the Union Government and the rights of citizenship
be extended to all unrepresentcid people in the
Union. (Proposed by Mr. A. M. Chetty and secon-
ded by Mr. N. M. Pillay.) i

28. That this Congress makes representations to
the Indian National Congress to open an overseas
department under 1ts gmdance and control for the
benefit of the Indians abroad, and the president,
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, be requested to do whatever 1s
possible in India with the object of bringing
pressure by representation or otherwise upon the
Government of India to establish a Ministry for
Overseas Indians. (Proposed by Mr D. Narsoo and
seconded by Mr. R. Singh.)

29. That this Congress expresses its deep sense
of gratitude to the Government of India, Imperal
Indian Citizenship Association, The Indian Overseas
Association and people of India for the interest
they are taking in and the support they are render-
ing to the Indian community 1n South Africa, and
this Congress earnestly hopes and prays that they
will ever continue to do everything possible 1n the
amelioration and for the betterment of the Indun
Community _in this sub-Continent and elsewhere.

;;:» .ggg KW{R E! 3! CHoords and eecondrd by

Sum§ 1Yh emt el

30. That the South African Indian Congress now
n 823son, representing the South African Intlian
o> nmanity, 13 grateful to Mg Swopni Nawlu, its
prosudent, for the involuible seivices now heing
renderad by her for and to the [ndians 1 South
Africy, anld congratulates her on her elstinn as pre-
sident of the [nrtheoming Indian National Congarerps
(Proposed by Me. Soraby+ Ristomoe anl soconded
by Me, 8. M Rdam)

31 That this Jongress sympathizes with the Fast
Atrnican Indtan Congress in 1ts strawgle for the
matutam wice of the hononr of Tn'liaas in Bast Al
crand of Invha and while sending it iy cor hal
grectings rocords ity sense of gratitude for the in-
terest our hratheen m Kast Afrer are takmg in om
canse in South Airica. (Proposed by Me. Mamlal
Gandht and seconded by Mr. M. A T Patel)

32. That thus fitth ses~ton of the Shath Afuemn
Indian Congre~s records tts deep sense of gratitude
and sends 1ts love to Mahatma Gandin  (Praposed
by Mr A I. Kyjee and seconded by Mr. I € Asha-
bhat)

33. That this Congress tecords 1ts appreciation to
Dr. A, Abdamialunan tor his kindly help and assis-
tance from time to tune to the Indwn commumty
and sincerely ofters 1ts grateful thanks.

34 That this Congress places on record s
sincere thanks to Dr. A 1I. Gool Deputy Presulent
and the 1etiring otficials for the services rendered
by them and more especally the mnesteemable and
myaluable services rendered by Mr. A Ismul the
General Secretary. It {urther esprosses its sincere
appreciation for the valuable services of the ex-
general Secretary Mr. V. 8. C. Pather who under-
took the essential work of the Congress and brought
this Conference to the snecess it has achieved. (Pro-
posed by Mr. A A. Mirza and seconded by Mr. J
W. Godfrey.)

35. Thatl this Congress empowers the Exocutive
to take all necessary measurey to cive eftect to the
principles m the foregoing resolutions in so far as
such resolutions fall within 1ts scopr and generally
to act 1in 1egard to the resolutions as provuded mn the
Constitutuion of the South Atrican Indiin Cougress,
(Proposed bv Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee and seconded
by Mr. Goolam Rasool.)

It was proposed to holl the next scisioh of the
South African Indian Congress 1n the Transvaal.

THE DEPUTATION

N accordance with the resolutioa passed by the South
H Afuican Indian Congress beld in Capctown, a depu-
tation consisting of 1afluiential meambers of the
commumby 1nterviewed the Minster of the Iawetior lagh
Monday. Tha deputriton oppiixd the Asitie Bill us loly
on principle, and because 16 wa3 1o co nplete violacon of
the spirit of the settlement arrived ab in 1924 between
Mr. Gandhi as representing the Iadian communinty and
General Smuts as representing the Union Government.
The depatation did not go into the d:tals of the Bill
and urged upon the Muinister the nxcesuty of calling a
Ronad Table Conference of representatives of the Indian,
Impartal and Union Governments and representatives ot
the Indian people and representatives of 3 A. 1. Congras3
in order to bring about a final and amicable settlemezut
of the Indian questgn.

The Miasters reply, although di-appointing, was very
clear. It wag 1o effect this .—TChat the Sauts—Gand
agreement refferred ooly to the then exisuaz lav, anl
1t %33 .0 put ac end to aay farther azitation azanst the
laws of the country ; that no Goverament coild wake a
fromlse that existing laws would pot e chaaged or new
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the agreement, were raspeced evea whes acquired
illegally ; that tha Government were practically anani-
mous a¢ regards the principle of the Bill which therefore
oould not be cbanged ; that the Covernment could not

-"ignore the desire of the Earopeans us.a whole ; thas all

the constructive criticism received by the (fovernment
goes to show that the Bill does not go far eaough ; that
if constractive suggestions were to be made by the In-
disn commuuity as to the details of the Bl chey wonld
receive the consideration of the Government ; that is was
the intention of the Minister of the [uterior to refer the
Bill to a Select Committee and [ndlavs woald be given
full opportunity of stating their case.

With regard to the suggestion of a Round Table Con-
ference, the Minister’s reply was that the first saggestion

of such a Conferency came from Mr. Thomas, during his ]

visit to the Ugion, but that & good many papers protested
agaiast the suggestion, that the Indian Government shen
asked for a Round Table Conference snd the question
was not settled, bat, that megotiations between the In.
dian aud the Union Governments had not reached
finality and ic was thercfors not possible to make any
annonocement in combection therewrth, that it was
expected tuac the negotiations wouald coaclade very
shortly and the resalt would then be annousced. The
Minister also stated that the Governioent comsidered the
Indian goestion to be one which had to be solved by
the South African Government and people without out-
side interference but that representations may be made
from outside.

From tbis reply there is no doubt luft as to the in-
tention of the Governinent in regard to the Asiatic Bill
baut there is a litle doubt as to whether 16 is prepared to
call a Round Table Conference or not. The resalt of
the negotiations between the Indian and Union Govern-
ments in this respect will be awaited with 1nteress.

We respectfully beg to differ from the Minister when
he says that the spuit of the 1914 Settlement arrived st
with the Government has not beon violated. The spirit
of the rettloment was that after the Indian community
bad agreed to the stoppage of forther Indian Imm-
grants entering the Union excepting the entry of ten
educated Indians annually, the Government would not
introduce any further disabling legislation against the
resident Indisn population and that the existing laws
would be administered aympathetically. The Govern-
ment pow wish to siick to the letter of the sertlement
and to give it the narrowest interpretation possible smted
to their purpose. This attitude on the part of the Gov-
ernment cannot be considered hounourable.

We respect the view of the Government thet the in-
ternal affairs of South Africa should be settled by the
South African Government aud people, but so long as
the Union remains part of the British Ewmpire, the
methods adopted to settle those affairs should be consis-

tent with the principles and ideals of the Empire. In
trying to settle the Tadian question, the Government is
completely ignoring the feelings of a large sectica of law-
abiding citizens of the Empire and doing a grave in-
justice to that section at the bidding of amother section
whose demands are higbly selfish aud nnreasonable. We
realise that the Goverument does nct wish to do other-
wise ag its existenoe is depeudent upon the vote of that
other section. Ia thia case the Government i& more
concerned about its existence than in acting justly....
" We are convinced that the Asiatic Bill and such other

repressive legialatian .will wever bring aboat s setdemapt
of the Asiatic problem in this country bat it will render
the position more grave, and time afone -will show Low
grave,

WHAT NEXT?

OW that the Soath African Indian Conf r-
l\'ﬁ ence has concluded ita d-liberations and @
. depnotation presented the two chief reso-
lutions persanally to the Minister of the Intericr,
one i inclived to ask, “ what sext?"” The Cou-
fererce acted wisely, we think, in swbmitting te
the Government that, *“ on a matter of principle,
the Indian commurity of SBouth Afica opposes
the Asiatic Bill in tote.” Tt may be that the Union
Government will consiler such a definite refusal
to discars the details of the Fill as bcing somewhat
curt and contrary tothe attituds previously.adopied;
if 80, they have only themselves to blame. When
u burglar enters your hause and ,proceeds to Tob
you of all you poeeess, he cann~t be surpried if
you decline to suggest a compromiss or atrike a
hargrin as to the precise amount of wrlwables he
should take away. You strangly object.to rabbery
of your goods, and you will use every means in
your power to prevent the robbery being carried
ont. So it is with the Indien community. We
feel that we are heing robbed, aiot only of material
wealth and important vested rights, but what is
worse, our honour and self-respect. That heing
the case, every Indian worthy of the name must
feel the importance of prompt ac'ion on the part
of those leaders who have been clinsen ti; earry on
the-campaign The task they have undertaken is
not an easy one. Unless they are backed up by
the whole South African Indian crmmunity their
efforts may fail. It is only with the feeling that
the whole of the people are with them that they
will be able to g»forward withont fear Let it be
remembered that, just as a chain- is as str. ng and
no more as its weakest link, so the Indian com-
munty of South Africa will be successful or otber-
wise according to the individual moral strength of
each of its members. An appeal has been made
for a Round Table Conference. What if this
excellent suggestion is not carried out ? Our hopes
naturally lie with the British and Indian Govern-
ments. Suppose these hopes are dashed to the
ground ?  We would then have to fall back upon
our own resources Those who are blessed with a
goodly portion of this waild’s goeds will meed to
make a sacrifice ; others who have the sdvansage
of education and abilities of leadership will have
to use their talents for the cause; ind every in-
dividnal Indian must be ready to brek up vhat
has been done in his interests by giving hims1f,
heart and soul. Notbing less will do. Lukewarm-
ness will never win ttis fight. We are up against
the biggestZthing we hxve yet scen in this country.
We may, however, conscls ovralves with the
thought that the very hardness «f the figl ¢ will

make the ultimate victory sil the t weeter.
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Petition Submitted to Union
Government by
South African Indian Congress

To the”Hoaoarable the Minister of the Interior,
Pretoria.

8ir,—We, the undersigned, being Members of depu-
fution elected at the Fifth Session of the South African
Tudian Congress assembled in Oonference at Cape Town
from the 9th to the 12th November, 1925, desire to ex-
press our sinncere thanks for granting this interview.

g The Sonth African Tndian Congress, which 18 consti-
tuted of elected representatives of the varions Provinces
of the Union mtting 1n Conference as aforesaid passed,
xmong others, the following resolutiods —

1. That the South African Indian Congress in Con-
Conference views with alarm the Areas Reservation
and Immigration and Registration (Further Pro-
vizion) Bill, which 13 in violation of the 1914
Gandhi;Smuts agreemsnt and which Bill has for
$ts objects the compulsory segregation of Indians;
the deprivation of their proprielary rights and the
ultimate elimination ol the Commnnity as openly
declazed by the Minister of the Interior, and begs
to subm1b to the Governmeat that on a matter of
principle the Indan Community of South Africa
opposes thig Bill en tofo.

2, That this Uongress urges upon the Union Govern-
meat to consent to a Round Table Conference of
the Union and Imperial Governwents. the repre-
gentatives of India, the Indian Government and re-
presentatives of the Soath African Indian Congress

to cosider the whole position of th: Indians here

and arrive at an honourable set:lement.

The tenor of the resolutions cleaily indicates that the
8ill 18 not acceptable to the [ndian community because
it is againss fundamental principles of gool citizenship.
Qonsequently it is felt that no good purposz could be
served by discussing it in detail while other great diffi-
enlties exist, which 1equire a ljustment, e.g , questions of
Licences, Immigration, Elucation ete.

The Indian commuanity are thoroughly disatisfied as
the Bill undoubtedly 1mposes upon them a stigma of in-
feriority., Further the Bill 1s contrary to the spirit of
e Gandhi-Smuts agreement.

If there 15 an earnest desire on the part of the Union
Government to arrive ab a satis{actory settlement of the
general posiion affecting Indians 1n the Union, then we
feel that this could be best achieved by a Round Table
Conference 1n accordance with the suggestion contained
in the second Resolution.

This beinz the view of the Congiess, we urge ils
acceptance upon the Union (fovernment as a hona fide
desire on our part to discuss generally vhe whole siluation,
and bring about a final and honourable sestlomeat,

The Congress 1s not aware of any reason why the
Unon Government has not formally declired its inten-
tion to agree or disagree to the Round Table Conference
althongh 1v bas intimated that 1t wa: 10 communication
w th the Indian Goverament 1n regard thereto; and that
matters hal taken a defiaite cour-e.

The Congress realises the necessity there 13 for arriv-
g at some satisfactory undersianding on these vital
qaestions; and s prepared to do 18 share in securing a
settlement consistent wish honour.

‘We respectfully press upon the Uni~n Government our
sincere behief in good results that a Round Table Con-
ference would bring about; and trust that the Unien
@Government will accept and accede “to the terms of

the second Resolution aforementioned, and in the mean-
time stay further progress of this Bill.

We bave the honour to be,
Sir,
Yours respectfally,
J. W. Goprrey, E. M. ALLy, VaLLey MAUFMED,
GooLaM RasooL. Amop Bavar, SHAIK HiMep,
M. A. H. Moosa, D. M Nvugsoo, 8. R. Nupoo,
MooLIEE G. PaTEL, V. 8, C. PATHER, S. EBRAnIN,
A. A, Mirza, A. E. HarrFeseg, M. M. Gaxoui,
SORABIEE RUSTOMJEF.
Meaxbers of the Depatation of the S.A.1. Congress.
. AL KaJek,
General Secretary,
175, Giey Street, Durban,

We regret to annouace the sad demiszs of Mr. Rosan
Kban a prominent Indian Merchant at P, M. Buarg.
who was one of the best workers in the cause
of the Indian comm-mty and his untimely death
at thig junctare 1s very ugfortunate. Mr. Rosen Khan
was the victim o! the grea: fire at P. M. Barg on Tues-
day being very seriously burnel about the hands and
lower portion of the body and died late Wedoezday
night, We tender our sympathy to the relatives of
the late Mr. Rosin Khan.

FTARM ror SALE

650 Acres, Houze, Large Cowsheds, Calfsheds, Stables ete.
20 Acres Planted to BANANAS 4 Acres PINEAPILES
and PAwPAwS, 40 Acres SUGAR CAXNE
100 Acres let out to Ixp1aN TENANTS
2 Permanent Stireams of Water. Fenced Paddock
Good Labour Supply
Only fourteen miles from DURBAN.
Four miles from Pheenix or Duff’s Road and near
the Office of this paper. Very healthy.
Apply E. MILES,
P. O. Poaceaix.

Phone 1969. 182, Grey Street, Durban. Box 316,
HEERABHAI MORAR MATVADKAR
Wholesale’Fruit & Vegetable Exporter

and
Commission Agent.
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M. 1. DADABHAY,

GENERAL MERCHANT.

P O Box 48. 25, Van Hagen Street,
Telephone No 5. CAROLINA,
Telegraphic Addreess Transvaal.

“DADABHAY.” CAROLINA.

WAL s ve.  2dlaigds “ancuy” sAHl.
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