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uary 2nd, 1925.

Registered at the G. P.O. at a Newspaper
Price Fourrence

1IE following proclamation . appears},
Union Government Gazette dated 19th
ber 1924 :(—

Whereas an Ordinance to -eonsohdate andb.
the law relating to the constitution of m}
boroughs elections and general authority
councils and to define the powers of town
was passed by the Natal Provinecial Council b
presented by the Administrator of Natal)
Governor-General-in-Council for assent in accof,
with section nunely of the South Africa AcQanle
the second day & August, 1924 ; %ag

Ang whereas the Governor-General-in-C
accordance with the said section reserved},
Ordinance for further consideration ;

And whereas the Governor-General-i
his assent ;

Now, therefore, under and by virtue of th
vested in me by section #ninely of the Sout
Act, 1909, I do hereby declare, proclaim
known that the said Ordinance the short it} 1.
of is “The Boroughs Orvdinance 1924,” pd...
the Provincial Council of Natal, and pres
atoresaid, has recerved the assent of the
General-in-Council.

Gop SAVE THE KING

.. Given under my Hand and the Great Se
Union of Sonth Africa at Pretoria, this Tw§.
of December, One®thousand Nine hund
Twenty-iour,

ATHLONE,

. Governor

By Command of His Excellency the
Governor-General-in-Council.

,_‘-
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D.F.
y

~ The above Ordinance bhas been promulgatqft,
general intormation in a Gazetle Lvtraordinary ¢, |
Proyince of Natal dated the 25th December
The Ordinance is known as {The Boronghs
ance 1924” and shall come into operation of€
first day of August 1925. The Ordinance is dfv
into 22 chapters. n
We reproduce below the sections of the Ordg,
directly or indirectly affecting the Indian cof i,
nity :— i
%HAPTER 4. QUALIFICATION OE BURGES®{
_SECTION I3, (1) Every person, male or fen
) Who is the owner of rateable property ™
any ward of the Borongh of the assessed lo
of Fifty Pounds (£50); or e
() Who has occupied for a continuous perid ‘
months immediately prior to the first di s
the current year any rateable property w
any ward of the Borough of a gross ar
value of Ten Pounds (£10);
and who, being a mylg, is entitled to be registerd
a parliamentary voter, or being a female, woul
entitled to be so registered if she were a male,
be entitled to be enrolled as a burgess and to voL
«_the election of Counaitlors for such ward as &
\am.l\ subject to the disquahfications herein
stated.”
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Provided, however, that no person who, at the 1st
day of July, 1924, was enrolled as a burgess of any
‘Borough shall be digqualified for or disentitled to
such enrolment in that, Borough merely by reason
of not beinug a British subject or for non-compliance
with the foregoing provision in regard to parliamen-
tary qualifications.

CHAPLER 13—TRAFFIC
Closing Dewirsion or Restriction of Trafiic

SECTION 152. Par. (2}—The Council may, for
the wsafety of the public or the protection of
property, close any street, road or way per-
manently to any particular class of vehicular
traffic, or to all vehicular traffic or to pedestrian
traffic; but such permanent cloging to all vehicular
or pedestrian traffic shall not be carried out unless
and until the Council shall have given one month’s
notice of its intention to !do so by advertisement
published once in the Provmcal Gozelfe and four

times in a newspaper. 1

SALE AND LEANE OF LLAND

SEcTioON 160. The Council may, with the consent

of the Administrator— ,

() Sell any land or building by public auction ;
provided that the Administrator may authorise

s the land or building ‘to be sold by private
bargain if, in any case, he is satisfied that the
interests of the Borough will thus be better
served than by a sale at auction ;

(0) Sell any land or building by public auctior
or private bargain or grant.or otherwise alien-
ate land or building for the endowment,
erection or maintenance of public institutions
or for other uses of a pnblic nature and for
the public advantage ;

() Exchange any of the town lands or any build-
ings for other lands or buildings within or
without the Borough: !

(d) Sell, exchange or othegwfge deal with land or
buildings where and so far as it is considered
necessary for the suitable adjustment of
boundaries.

SECTION 165 sub-sec. (¢) The Council shall have
the power: To lease plots of land within the
Borough for periods not exceeding twelve
months.to Native or other coloured persons,
on such portions of the Tdwn Lands as may
be set apart for such purpose, free of rates
and assessments, without offering puch leases
to pliblic auction and without the consent of
the Administrator.

CHAPTER 14,
PuBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD
Sanitation

Section 173. sub.-sec. (1)—~Th¢ Council shall

we authonty to:

Euforce the provision ot sufficient pail accom-
odation on premises where Natives or
Asiatics are resident, or employed.

CHAPTER 15,

NUIsaxces .

Section 185, By-liws inay be mude iufer alisv for

S~
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th% §mposes mentioned in the Seventh Schedale.
NQ

TE ;:—Dne bf the ﬁur'ﬁpa s mentioned in the A pr
seventh schedulé s :—The h'sezi)f colodred bersons
D,

of yehecles plyiig for hire.—8
CHAPTER 17.—LICENCES

Section 214. par. (3) The Council inay also refuse ]

a licence on any of the following grounds :—
(#) That the Céuncil 13 not satisfied— .
(1).Thit thé locality of the premises is one in
which it"is desirable that the trade or busi-
ness cgntemflated should be carrmed on by
the hpplicant 6r at all; and
(3) 'That the Ypremises are in évery Yesbect
suitable for the purpose of such trade or
business, whether as to structure, size,
character, saniiation, wentilation, safety
\ from fire, adequacy of fire dbpliaices or
emeérgency exits : - ’
(3) That the applicant it a 6t and proper per-
“son to hold such a licence or carry oh such
. @ business; , - '

() In the case of a trade or busitiess wherein
articles of fopd or. drink ere produced, pre;
pared, used or sold for human consumptiony
that Yhe applicant is by reason of the unclean-
liness of his hlabits or methodd unfit to be en-
tristed With the handlivy, preparation or sale
of such. articles of food or drink 6r is other-
wise not a_ desirable persoh to hold §uch
licence. ‘

Par. (3). The Counell siay grant 4 licence sab-

ject To such eonditions and restrietionis 48 Tnay be

dgreed to by any applicafit; stich conditions and res. |

trictions shall be endorsed 61 ths lidende and in the
event of a willtul failuve to cofiply With a1l or dny
thereof the Council may cancel the licelice.

ushed thyough and passed by the
ouicil at the end of July. 'Oa the 31st
oram was sent to the Union Go‘eerg.’nem,
05 against the passing of the Ordmancf;
bF upon the Governor-Genel‘al-in—Coun.cxl
ang ) s assent and asking for an opportanity
view. The Minister of the Interior was
nough to send 2 reply stating that f'(u
v would be given to make representation
Fiet in Pretoria afteb the Parliamentary
Wit the deciston of the Covernment
vithheld until then. On the 2nd of
oeting was also held under the aus_pices
indian Congress protesting against the

o nised interview took place on the
fber in Pretoria and responsible membc\a(rs
9 orunity placed our cise before
Lt Ministers as elahorately and qxph‘cltly
The attitnde of the Ministers, however,
25F \hough they had - sircady wade ub
lsed g ag to what they wox’ilq do‘ and the
'theld returned not very cheery aboub _t;he1 re-
> cotmunity was, however, hot i.egt ong
% sion Tor scon after the deputation .had
the death kmnell of the elementary rlght&;
Lenship of the Indian com.mnmty (')
sounded, and the Ordinance Wa8
2 dur harids on the Holy day of Ch.ris;;t’m‘f:.‘
#is weeting was held lé,ét)é\l{x&ay in D .)dt:l)
| fthe anspices of the Natal Indian Congltess;l

3 their sende of indignation at the promu 23~

_ THaprhR 19
WaTER SUPPLY : DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE
Br-Laws

'

ti
Section 249, By-laws may be made insr el for b

enforcing the provision of sufficient privy aceommo- af X
dation on prentiges’ where Natives er Asiatics ar 4

resident or employed. :

<

A HEAVY TASK BEFORE US
WITH thiis idete the Néw Year b just set in

and the Natal Indian community is faced. {]

with n heavy task of fighting against the'
Boroughs Ordinance which was passed by the Pro
vincial Counci! and bavihg been asgeited 16 by the h
Governdt-Genéral-in-Couficil has how beeri promul s
gated in the Gazette Extriordinary 6f the. Provine) ¢
of-Natal dated, the 25th ' December, [924, in the teét)
of the ptrongest opposition from the Indian com
munity. It was, a8 it were, a Christmds preser|
prepared by the Provinkidl Ceuncil and speciall{
loft for H. B. thé Goverrnor-General:ihi-Council 1
prosent ft 10 the Tndign community on the Chris
mas day ! The Natal Indian ,Congress cannot ]
said to have left any step that was constitutional’
possible for it to like to oppose the Ordinance. ,
On, the 26th of April the Ordinance was fu
gazetted, the objectiopable sectiohs of which we
published in the INDIAN OPINION of May the 16
A telegram  of protest Was iinmediafely sent
‘the Congress to the Clerk of the Provincial Count

¥ tis obnoxidus Ordinance and to auth%r‘l;f;
ongress to take the mecessary StePs‘ ‘o fig o
't it to the bitter end. It is by no means @
4asle bo- fight against an Ordipance af&e: ‘E h‘a.s
me law, The only remedy is to get the Urau-y
e r‘c_ai)eale‘(i,« and to do so, it Wﬂ! be required to
he legality of the Ordinance which will entail a
Liderable amonnt of financial expenditure. Andif
§:ailed in that we would have to passively resist
nst the Ordiharce by ot obeying the Ordinaunce
| accepting without 4 murmir the penalty, what-
Yér it may be; and this would entail untold physical
ering. Are we prepared for this saciifice 7 That is
questjon. Before we could decide this we will
6 to go throtigh the process of self-examination.
must ask ourselves whether we wish to
here as self-respeeting hiiman beings and place
seli-respect above all worldly pleasures or are
anconcernéd dbout Wwhitever our status may be,
piitting our self-respect in ot pockets, quite
py to remain as animals so long as we can
sfy our animal passions undisturbed. If itis the
r, it would, of course, mesn that we hdve sunk
e depths of degradation. There would then be no
pe for ug at all and all our past labiours in opposing
Ordinanceé must be considered totally vain and
pocritizal. But, on the othér haund, if we are in

e former state of mind, then there is every hope
i us and our task will not be half as difficult as it

and the Adminisfrator and petmission was soujt }‘pears to be. We hope oug\brethren are in this

to be heard befare the bar of the House ‘or =
Select Committee. Soon after, a petition was p-
sented to the chairman and mewbers of the Fs-
vincial Council and evidence was-given by the e-
presentatives of the Congress’ before the Seet

Committee, Notwithstanding, however, the Orm- *

ate of mind. Then and then only will any steps
iken by us be of any use. )

1t is proposed that the legality of the Ordinance
nust be tested. That will of conrse be ths limit of
he constitutional steps taken aga}'nst the Ordinance
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“Biit this step will he worth taking only if we are
prepared to fight the Ordipance in any event. It
should not be forgotten that this Ordinance is not
the first of {ts kind that strikes a blow at the remnants
of our existing righta to live as self-respecting British
citigens in this country which were promised by
the Union Government not to be interfered with.
Several . Ordinances have preceded the present
one depriving Indians of their rights in some
way or other ahd the legality of which does not
require t6 be tested. This Ordinance embodies
practically all the evils of the other Ordinances and
in addition takes away +the municipal franchise
| hitherto enjoyed by the Indian community of this
Provineée; and in thig respect it is more venomous
than the rest. What we wish to point out, how-
#ver, is that the sns of this Province are sufficient

even withont this Ordinance to justify the Indians

~community.toadept Passive Resistance right away.
But there is no harm in letting ‘constitutional means

e thoroughly exhausted and hence we approve of
i;l\e step proposed to test the Iégality of the present
rOrclina‘n'::e. For this the only question to be con-
sidered at present is firstly that of finance and
secondly of unity., We sincerely hépe that our
‘brethren will sink all theit petty’ differendces if there
e any at this hour of trig) and that they will
use ajl their energy in showing 2 united front to
our common enemy who is at present threatening
our very existence in this eountry. .

’

” T

© MASS MEETING OF INDIANS
PROTEST AGAINST BOROUGHS ORDINANCE

A very largely attended 'meeting of the Indian
Community was held under the auspices of the
Natal Indian Congress in the Rawat’s Bio Hall,
Victoria Street, Durban, ‘on Sunday the 28th Dece-
mber 1924, to protest against the Boroughs Ordinance
1924, (Natal), which recently received the assent
of the Governor-General-in-Council. Representa-
tives of various districts were present. Mr. V. Law-
relice, the Vice-President of the Congress, presided
aud in a spirited speech condemning the Ordinahce
and detailing the disibilities it emposes on the
Indians said. “‘only last ionth we met here to mourn
the death of the late Parsee Rustomjee, the friend,
guide and Father of the community and to-day we
neet agajn ander more distressing circumstances dur-
fng the festiye season for the Christian community
to mourn the 10ss of our dignity and self-respect
under this iniguitous, un-British and un-Christian
‘Ordinance whic deéprivés us of our long-possessed
rights. This right we have enjoyed ever since the
es}fabiishinent of Municipal institutions in Natal
and now these rightsare taken away from us by

one dtroke of the pen by the rulers of a Province
' which claims to be the most British aud most
Christian in the Union. These are the English
people who stood aghast at the treatment meted out
to us by the South African Republic in 1399 and
waged war against that Repablic for their misdeeds,
which were one of the causes, if not the chief cause
for declaring Wwar. Mow, These very- English
people are perpetrating greater misdeeds by taking
‘away from us the most elementary rights of citizen-
N You sent a deputation to Pretoria this
month to meet the Union" Ministers to present your
case :@hnkéthe passing of the Ordinance. The
Ministers gave ns a sympathetic hearing and, promis-
ad to consider the matter in all its 'aspects, but they
kove failed in their duty and recommended the

/

Governor-General to pass it. We cannot under-
stand how a liberty-loving people like the Nationalist
party could connive at an injpstice like this being
inflicted on a section of the South African commu-
nity. Are we members of that great British
mpjre over which they say the sun never sets?
f we are part and parcel of that British common-
wealth of Nations why are we treated hke helots
in a portion of that Empire? Jf our white Christ
jan fellow-citizens and rulers were imbued with
Christian principles they will not treat us nnjustly.
1 am a Christian and I must say with all humilia-
tion that there is no Christianity in their actions.
To pon-Christian their method of treating their
fellow-subjects is _inexplicable. I fear that they
treat us differently, they consjder us inferior be-
cauge of our colour. Colour shoyld be no eriterion
to' any means of qualification. We must test the
Jegality of this Ordinance. Two resolutions will be
submitted t6 you for your consideration and I am
confident you will pass them unanimously.” ,

Messrs. M. Beethasee Maharaj. B.” A. Magrajh,
J. M. Prancis, B. M. Patal, V. 8. C. Pather,
A. M. Lockhat, Sayed Fakroodeen, K. K. Pillay,

and others spoke vehemently denouncing the
Ordinance. The following resolutions were then
passed : )

(1) That this mass meeting of Indians of Natal
hereby records its protest against the Boronghs Ordin-
ance No. 18 of 1924, Natal, which has now received
the Governor-General’s assent, as it not only deprives
the Indiap community of its long enjoyed munici-
pal franchise, but segks to restrict the community’s
rights in regard to licence and land and reduces
the status of Indians to that of helotry. .

(2) That this mass meeting of Indians heartily
approves of any action the Natal Indian Congress
may decide npon to test the legality of the Boroughs
Ordinance jn the highest courts of the British
Empire, and hereby promises its moral and finane-
ial support in this connection.

W

ASIATIC LICENCE REFUSED
LICENSING BOARD AT PINETOWN

NOTICE OF APPEAL LODGED

The application of A. E. Desai & Son, of North-
dene, for the transfer of-a retail and a Native eating-
house licence to new premises which was partly
heard on Nov. 20, again occupied the attention of
the Durban County Rural Licensing Board sitting
at Pinetown on Thursday and Friday (18th and
19th Dec). The Board consisted of Messrs. Bernard

odson (chairman), T. H. Trotter, W. Saville, W.

weetman and Col. Lewis. .

Mr. Eugene Renaud, of Durban, appeared for the
applicants, while Mr, W, North and 141 residents,
the Matron of St. Georgée’s Church, who objected to {
thé transfer of the licence, were represented by Mr<
H. F. V. Dymes, of Pinetown.

- GROUNDS OF OBJECTION

The objectors maintained that the premiser/
sently occupied by the applicants were n;
clean and sapitary condition, and as the &=
had been purchased by a European wit}fdtaty
object of abating this nuisance, it was
for them to assume that In the event &
being tfansferred to othér premisef
would be equally unsatisfactory freé °
aspect. They also contended t/ ‘“/‘10_"” T
ducted the store was the rescy /pqr b A
number of Natives and Indip»‘!f:v p.'{ “SHOP WIITE
could not be considered s‘;?) b

~ = picketting of the

good order and publie
A. E. Desai said that
ing for the transfer o7 -~
1hises to new ones, ~”
I'd
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reason for this was that his lease had expired, and
Mr. W. North had purchased the old premises, and
which were now delapidated. Applicant submitied
a number of references, one from the Manager of
the Standard Bank, Durban, and the others from
Durban merchants, and said that he had been
trading twenty years in the old premises.
" Inreply to Mr. Dymes, applicant said that he
was not interested in any other licence. He had
not applieg for a licence at Camperdown, but could
not say whether his son had done so. He went to
Mecca in 1922, and returned to Natal in 1924.
During his absence his son had looked after the
store. Applicant admitted that there had been a
case of agsault at his store recently, but he did not
remeihber calling on the police during hig' residence
gt Northdene.
Further, in reply to Mr. Dymes, applicant said
that he had always conducted his business in a
proper manner, but was now -doing away with the
Native eating house. He had not taken a very active
part in the business:

~

partner of the firm admitted having a retail licence
ab Umlaas, which he explained had been taken out
by him four_years ago. He denied threatening to
¢lose or freeze Mrs. Taglor out. He did not attempt
to undersell her; “in fact,” said he, “I do not trade
with Europeans.”

In reply to Col. Lewis, witness said that the plan
submitted was a complete plan of the premises.
They did 'not cook any food in the eating house for
the Natives.-

This closed-the case for the applicants.

Walter G. North, the-chief objector to the transfer
of the licence, said that he had lived at Northdene
for the last fifty years. He objected to the transfer
of the licence or the continuance of that business.
He contended that numerous Natives and Indians
éongregated at that place. There were generally
cricket and football matches going on on the main
‘road opposite, and also horse racing. He (witness)
had personally made complaints to the police on the
offensive meat offered for sale’ by the meat sellers
who came to the store and who displayed their
meat within fifteen yards of the premises. He felt
that Northdene was essentially a European settle-
ment, and applicants were the only Indians holding
property in the place. i,

There were going to be filter beds near Northdene,

proceeded the witness, which meant that large

numbers of Natives would be employed there, and
to abandon the Native eating house would not
remedy the matter.

- In reply to Mr. Renaud, witness stated that appli-
cants did not sell the meat, but they allowed hawk-
ers across the road to hang 1t up.

In reply to the Board, witness thought the grant-
ing of the new licence would be very prejudicial to
‘Buropean residents in the district. _ ’

Jameg Turner, a vesident of Northdene, and a
member of the Malvern Health Committee. objected
to the granting of the licence.

In reply to Mr. Renaud, witness said he had

-er objected to the renewal of the licence though
- d remarked on the existing conditions time
nin, He did not know that he could object

ansfer of the licence until six months ago.
itnesses, .including William A. Hines,
Talter and Albert Young, also gave evi-

the granting of the licence.

nd Mr. Dymes then addressed the

ARD’S DECISION
~. Bernard Hodson, in giving
id the premises for wkich re-
“uge licences are presently
1 had become unfit for
wmises, and the ewidence

Mahomed Amod Desai, son of A. E. Desai, and a |

T

went to show that by neglect and allowing the co4
gregation of undesirable Natives and others, ‘]
nuisance had developed of which the residents ha
from time to time complained to the police. Ev'
dence by the objectors showed that Northdene we
a distinctly European area, that the number of sua
restidents was rapidly increasing, and that there wep
no Indian residents for whom the store was nece:
sary. It was contended that as a nuisance edste’
in the past in connection with this store there wa
reason to believe it might be continued. It was fur
ther contended by the objectors that the previon
holding of the store under a lease was to a certair
extent preearious, and so favourable to resident
who had any reason to object to this licence at an)
time—but the transfer to freehold premises the pro
~perty of the apphcants and the introduction into ths
firm of a younger generation, would entrench ane
secure the position for all time of the applicants
who, 1t was claimed, were responsible for a nuisance
affecting the amemties of a district which 1s now
and becoming more so, a purely European area. Th
Board agreed that in the interest of the public th
application be refused. .
Notice of appeal wasl odged.—Nalwl Merewr y,

CABLE TO INDIA l’

The following is a copy of acable message set
in connection with the Natal Boroughs Ordinan
1924 to H. E. The Viceroy of India.
by the Natal Indian Congress :—

“Boroughs Ordinance No. 13 Natal assented i
by Governor General notwithstanding vehemen
protest from Indian community. Ordinance de
prives Indians long-enjoyed municipal franchis
and imposes other disabilities reducing Indians
a condition of helotry. Future of Indians in Natal
doomed. Earnestly appeal to Government to un
hold India’s honour and prestige by sceking the
King Emperor’s disajlowance to the Ordinance.

A ¢opy of the above message has been forwarde
t6 Mr. Gandhi and other leaders in India and
Mr. H. S. L. Polak 1n London.

THE ‘ADVERTISER’ AGAIN ON THE ORDI
ANCE

* INOFFENSIVE—UNPROTECTED—DPOWERLESS ”

The Nalal edvertser has the following leading
article under the above headline 1n its issue of Dece.
22 .—

The passing of the Natal Boronghs Ordinance had
raised a storm of protest wherever Indians are to be
found in the Empire. This was to have been ex-
pected. It was also to have been expected that
“ wild and whirling words ” would be used by the
protestors, nor has the public had to wat long
for these. The South African Indian Congress has
passed four resolutions protesting against the Ordin-
ance, and these framed in terms that leave httle to
be imagined. ° The Ordinance is described as
“mediaeval, reactionary and unjust,” and 1s said to be
directed against an “inoffensive, unprotected and
powerless people purely on account of their race.”
The protest goes vn to talk about dehberately‘ rob-,
bing the rising and future generations of “theiwr
gacred rights of mumcipal franchise,” and leaving
them “to the mercy of men who will not deal justly
with them.” It concludes by threatening passive
resistance or, as the third resolution euphemistically
puts it, “whereas other races in the past under sach
an act of disfranchisemerit have resorted to gan and
bomb, we-shall only be prepared to bring moral
foree to bear upon our oppressors.”

'UMBLE—VERY ’'UMBLE .

Now this language deserves analysis, because in

some respects it goes to the very core (and a very'
debatable core) of much wild talk and wilder thmk/-j
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2 on suffrage qUestious. In the first place: when

* tulks about the Ordinance being promulgated
widinst an “inoffensive, unprotected and powerless
people purcly on account of their race,” it indulges
i 4 most delicious begging of the whole issue.
Uriah Heep was a very "umble person : none 'umbler.
*“1 am very well aware that I am the ‘umblest
person going, let the other be who he may. My
mother is hkewise a very 'umble person. We
1Ne in an 'umble abode, Master Copperfield, but
we have much to be thankful for. My father’s
former calling was 'umble-~he was a sexton. ™
'Umble—yes. But he came within an ace of
oringing about the downfall and rt}in of Mr. Wick-
field. No less have the “inoffensive, unprotected and
sowerless people,” whose resolution we are discuss-
g, brought grave peril to European civilisation in
Natal. Cannot the Indian see that, shorn of all the
lialecties of the politicians, what has inspired this
Drdinance is funk=—rcal and imminent fear that, un-
less the creeping tide of Asiatic penetration in
Natal is withstood, the painfully and labo'riously
huilt fabric of Western civilisation mnst go for
naught, and topple a ruin and a reproach to thoses
who ealled it into-being. Does not the Indian under-
stand—of course he dors nnderstand—that, far from
being “inoffensive, unprotected and powerless,” he
has driven the man who first gave him asylum in
their midst to resort to desperate expedients in order
to save themselves from extinction at his hands ?
Metaphor after metaphor surges to the memory as
one contemplates the predicament in which the
European in Natal finds himself as a result of his
too indulgent attitude years ago towards the stranger
he invited within his borders. Perhaps the fable of
the man who nursed the viper is the most opposite;
not because the East has the venom of the serpent,
but because it has repaid European sanctuary by
defiling the altars of Western civilised standards and
threatening in a short time to snbstitute the lower
ones on which it alone is able to survive.
THE LAST WEAPON
We donot expect to stem-any currents of thought
or hetion by the mere employment of controversial
words at this stage of the problem. But this
egregious fallacy of the protesting Indian that he is
being disfranchised because he is weak, inoffensive
and powerless should be scotched wherever 1t raises
its head. Starting with nothing seventy years ago
the Asiatic has overtaken the European in nearly
every activity of ordinary life. Where he has been
given land-owning rights he has shown no desire to
keep within areas where his own compatriots
abound. Where he has trading rights, he has proved
himself a powerful competitor, thriving on the un-
just subsidies of Asiatic hours, wages and standard
of living. Asa landlord he has out-Heroded the
Herods of our own slum owners. Each weapon in
the European armonry of business competition he
has learned to wield with an efficacy more stark and
terrible than our own people can display. Are we
then, to be blamed if we declare that hereafter the

by no means self-evident. We do not think, a8 a
matter of fact, justice has anvthing to do with the
franchise one way or another., Expediency has:
and as events have proved, it is palpably ihex-
pedient 1n the first instance to give the Asiatic any
franchise rights at all in this country. He got them
from people who were foolish enough to think he
would Europeanige himself. Instead he has mul-
tiplied amazingly and insisted on building up a little
Asia in South Africa. -Nothing remains but te
correct the inexpediency of a generous and in-
dulgent step taken years ago; and even if the
heavens thefnselves thunder about justice or in-
justice, the Europeans in Natal must not be moved.
There are a dozen ways by which the Indian pro-
blem in Natal could be solved with practical advan-
tages to all concerned that would outweigh any
gentimental affront done to the doctrinaires or the
protestors on one side or the other. But if we
listen to abstractions affairs will drift from worse to
worse nntil it will be the European and not the In-
dian in Natal who will lift his eyes to the Govern-
ment and beg for repatriation and domicile along-
gide his own people at the other side of the world. .

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

KHILAFAT CONFERENCE- AND NATIONAL
LIBERAL FEDERATION

The following Reuter’s messages have been re-
ceived during the week in connection with the
deliberations in India of the National Congress, the
Khilafat Conference and the National Liberal Feder-
ation :—

Belgaum, Dec. 26.—In his presidential address
to the National Congress, Gandhi ontlined a
rough scheme of Swaraj, embodying the retention
of the British connection prowided it is on perfectly
horourable and equal terms. He declared he
wounld not hesitate to sever the British connection
if Britain showed that, despite declarations to the
contrary, she .meant subjugation. Characterising
the assassination of the Sirdar as a destestable crime,
the speaker expressed the opinion that the British
demands from Egypt were not qnly a detestable
crime, but also an outrage to humanity, Gandhi
reiterated his unshaken faith in the efficacy to the
spinning-wheel as a means of achieving their aims.
He pleaded for Hindu-Moslem unity and the remo-
val of untouchability. Gandhi defended the Pact
with the Swarajists, explaining that he advised the
suspansion of non-co-operation in order to keep the
Congress intact.

Belgaum Deec. 25.—The subjects Committee of
the National Congress, by 160 votes to 19,
has approved of the Pact between Gandhi and
the Swarajists, which suspends non-co-operation
and allows the Swarajists {o represent the Congress
in the Legislature. The Committee also adopted a
resolution proposing the spinning of 2,000 yards of
yarn monthly. Lala Lajpatrai, in opposing the re-

solutions, described the Pact as a bundle of inconsist-
encies, and declared that the wearing of handapup¥
cloth only on ceremonial occasions would ma)tr Wi
them look ridiculous in the eyes of the worndiz

weapon of political conflict shall no longer be held
in common; and that the one instrument by which
the issue of Eastern versus Western domination in
Natal will eventually be decided shall revert to those

who first built up the sanctnary where the Asiatic At a meeting of tm, Committee 7 €1¢” s
has learned to take his ease in these latter days ? | 1, 4ian National Congress, Gandhi, in view/ &rat ‘o

WHAT IT MAY COME TO

The resolutions of the South African Indian Con-
gress talk about the injustice of the Ordinance.
Well—-we admit that, if it can be shown that to
withdraw a franchise opce given is unjust, the
present measure must be dlassed as such. But be-
cause a thing is almost without precedent it does not
recessarily 1ollow that 1t is wrong; and before the
Iqdian can say it is unjust to deprive him of a fran-
chirs pnce grven, it must be established that, in the
firpe inmance, 1t wes Just to give blza it Tet this iy

—

serious controversy which threatened to g’(tatz <A
the question of violence, or non-violence< g, “«dv
withdrew his resolution condemning

tion of the Sirdar, and characterisig " O‘j

action as meant to humiliate Egyy 10"¢f
independence. Gandhi urged all[.';nl

spinning cloth, as the alternativsy P

Committee rejected the motic o it
self-Government within theg \ /:12,[

Belgaum, Des, 36
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has adopted a resolution ratifying the pact
between Gandhy and the Swarajists, which provides
for the suspensiop of .the non-co-operation move-
ment, and allowing the Swarajists to represent the
Congress in the Legislatures  The Khilafat Confer-
ence passed a resp ution permitiing the wearing of
cloth ‘woven in Indian mills, in the absence of cloth
made from hahd-spun yarn,

Belganm, Dec. 27.—A divergence of opinion, in
regard to the question of boycotting foreign cloth,
and the use of Indian handspun yarn, has
found vigorous expression at the Indian National

Oongress. C. R. Das said that the boycoit
was in reply to the Government’s challenge
to Bengal. Mahomed Ali, speaking in support of

the boycott, dwelt on the economic value of the
Charka (Spinning Wheel) from the standpoint of the
poor magdses, On the other hand Hagrat Mohani
ridiculed the efficacy of the Charka 1o win Swaraj.
He-asked what did it matter to the British, who had
defeated the Germans and spent crores of rupees
r daily during the War to lose the cloth trade of India,
and warned the delegates and Gandhi against bury-
ing the Corigress-by convyerting it into a spinners’
,asspeidtion.  Abhyankar (Swarajist) said that the
British came to India despite the presence of the
Charkha-and they wonld not he driven out by it.

Belgaum, Dec. 28--The National Congress con-
cluded its session after passing a resolution re-
garding, wfer aba, Indians overseas. Mrs. Naida
critigised both the Government and gublic for their
apathy towards égattl s, abroad. She complained
that, though she paved the way for a roungd-table
conference in South Africa, there was not sufficient
pressure from India to bring about such a conference.

Belgaum, Dec. 36.—The Kilafat Conference has
passed a resolution describidg British action in

Egypt as outrageods, atid welcoming the successes .

off the Riffs in Moroceo. The resolution states that
British and French support to the Spaniards will be
regarded as hostility to Islam. .

Lugknow, Dec. 36.—At the opening of the Na-
tiongt Liberal “Federatio™ Mr. ~ Paranjpye, the
ex-Mipister of the Bombay Government, who
presided, condemnéd the non-coopevation and the
Swarajists fpr retarding the —progress of the
country upder the*Reform Act. He repeated
the demand of the Federation for the appoint-
ment, of the Royal. Commission to inquire into
reforms, .and demanded that 25 per cent. of
the commissions in the army be. givén, to Indians,
the proportions increaging annually by three per

-eent.,.so that, 4 the end of the 25th year, all officers
wotld be ¥ndians. After dwellingson the Kéhya
question, the President declared thdt the day would
come gooner, rather thai later, when Indians would
look to their trusted and tried lgaders for political
guidanee. - -,

THE, LATE MR. PARSEE RUSTOMJEE
More TRIBUTES
The following tribute to the late Mr. Parsee
aslomjee by Mr. M. K. Gandhi appears in a
wit issue of Young fndia :—
-able received from Durban froui his son Zives

- sad news of the ‘death of Rystomjee Jivanjee

doo. For me it 15 a personal loss, He wag
ient, dear friend and faithful co-worker,
te & Parsi a8 he was a trie Ipdian. He
v true man. He Wwas an oythodox
-oastrianigm was ag broad as human-
triended all without distinction,

‘ngly towards of cials, but he

-hen the ogcasion demanded it,

* his bond, He wps brave

of ipaking promjses, bt

“hia best to keep them,

" INDIAN OPINION

d
After he declared himself a satvagraly, he neve{"
swerved every during the darkest hours of the mag a- s
men_t, not even when the end scemed never ta be \
coming. When he took the pledge, he was by no i
means a young man. Nor was he untramwmelled by i
buginess preoccupations.  But he never ¢onuted the |
cost. He suffered losses without a murmur, He‘
gave almost beyond his means and yet nevey un-
thinkingly._ His charities were most cathohe. He:
gave donations for mosques, madrasas, national
schools. Many a young man, owes his pise tp Parsre !
Rustomjee, as he was called throughout Seuth
Africa. Pergonally I owe much to him. J have
many friends in South Africa. Bat I have not
known a warmer one. He harboured me when I
was lynched. His house was a place of refuge for
me and mne. People wondey why I am partial to
Parsis. I am not partial, but I am thankful that [
can‘hpar testimony to their admirable virtues. So
long as the memary of Parsece Rustomjee peysists
with me, so long wil] that portion of humanity
claim my admiration. If we had many Rustomjees
in onr public life, we should not be lopg in 1eaching
our chierished goal. May bis soul rest in peace, and
may God give wisdom and strength to his two sona
to follow 1n the foatsteps of their nabla father.

[ By THE REv. A. J. CHOONOO ]
“ Be thou faithful unta death, and I will “give
thee a crown of life.” Rev. 2.10,

1t 18 a great privilege to add a brief tribute to the
long and passionate list already contributed in
memorium of one, whom the hand of death has re-
moved from in the midst of a very useful, devated
and practical life. N

No tribute of mine ecan sufficiently extol or even
catalogue the _great and ever-abiding services,
rendered ta the Indian community by this great
son of the East. And even if I were successful in
doing sp I am sure it would grieve his Spirit, for hia
was a silent Soul that ever avoided the platforms and
their “foot lights” as he did the praise and
aggrandisement of others.

His life was hallmarked, with many_outstanding
characteristics. He had digcayered in his lifetime
the egsential difference between *talking” and
“doing” and while many were engaged in the
former hig practical and devoted mnature preferred
the latter and like the unseen and yet all powerful
propellers of a mighty ogean liner, far below the
surface of the wafer ploughing; through heavy

' waters and pushing forward its heavy encumherange

sp did Mr. Rustomjee press fomyard the causes he
50 passionately loyed and for .which he lived. Hip
nature knew no racial barriprs and could ngver con-
ceive his fellow-countrymeén in the light of class,
caste or ereed. * His heart was large enongh to in-
clude in it the claims, and respond ta the needs, of
all dectiong of the Indijan community. In all his
works of charity, whether in the small doles jo the
poor or 1n the ergetion of huge edifices for the use
of the cpommunity he was prompted solely and
entirely by true spirit of humanitarianism and pat-
riotism. He not only magunified the Indian com-
munity by such greaf acts of munificences but be
alsa triummphed aver the barriers of class are race in
the distribhution of such munificence, and his spirit
of humblenesg and the entire absence of self which
charagterised his whele hfe showed how bhe had
eonquered “ the pride of the eye ” and the “lust of
the flesh.” .

Ta-day bis epiri remains where once his body
toiled angd laboured, and in and through his many
monuments of labhour and loge we still hear his
voice gilently reminding us®rnore than ever that
*time is fleeting—hife is tranmiory—up and be doing
while it ig still day and this brief life is still oura.’

Ta his soul he peace and to the memhors of his
family my sympathy,



