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1914 SETTLEMENT -

A BREACH OF THE

MAHATMA GANDHI'S STATEMENT ~ _ IO
‘Government., if they wonld be trne to their” tiust,

gituation in Sonth Africa has been issned by
Mahatma Guandhi to the press in India ;—
s Poona, Feb. 15.
“As one expected to understand the sitnation
ereated in South Afiica by the Anti-Asiatic move-
ment now going on there, and especidlly the Class
Arcag Bill now unider consideration by the Union
Parlimmnent, T deem it my duty te place my opinion
on Lhie sittation before the public. ,
Anti- Asiatic agritation on the part of Europeans in
South Africa is no new thing. It is almost ns old as
the first settlement of unindentured -Indians in
South  Africa and is- principally due to _ trade
jealousy on the part of white retail traders. As in
other parts of the world, so in South Africa inter-
ested men, if they saificienfly persist, find no
difliculty in gathering the support round them of
those, who are not so interested, but who do not
think for themselves. The present agitation, I
remember, wis begun as early as 1921 and- the
Class Arcas Bill is no doubt one result of that
agitntion, - .
Before dealing with the natuve and effect of the Bill
it is necessury to point out that it is in breach of the
Compromise of 1914 arrived at between the Union
Government and the Indian community of South
Africa, but it was a compromise to which both- the
Indiun Government und the Imperial Government
were as much party as the Union Gowernment - and
the Indian eommumity, becanse the Compromise
was arrived at with the knowledre and concurrence
of the Imperial and the Indian Governments. The
latter had even sent Sir Benjamrin Robertson as a
representative techaically to wateh the cause of the
Commission that was appointed by the Union
Guvernment to inquire into the Indian position, bus
in reality to negotiate a settlement. The main terms
of the Compromise were scttled before Sir Benjamin
Robertson who represented the Indian  Government
and returned to India in accordance with that Com-
‘prowise that no further Anti-Asiatic legislation was
to be ‘passedd Ly the Union Government, The

’[r HE folowing stutement on the present Indinn

- system.

are bound, at any cost, to insist upon the observance
of the terms of the Compromise referred to by
me. We in India may not ignore the difficulties
of the Union Government which is dependent
for its existénce solely upon the will” of the
Europeans of South- Africa, expressed through
their elected representatives to the exclusion of
Indians and the natives of the soil. This un-
warranted exclosion is the original flaw in the
Sonth African constitntions of most of the self-
governing colonies- which have their -native
populations and  Indian populations. © As the
Imperial Government permitted the flaw, it is in.
honour bound te prevent untoward results .arising -

from it. South Africa and Kenys .will presently-

show what moral worth there is in the Imperial
Pressure of. public opinion may, and
probably +will bring about temporary relief "in .
both the places, but it will be only temporary. It
can merely postpone the final act in the tragedy
unless some unforeseen radical change. either in
England or in Indid takes place. - - o v
WHAT SEGREGATION MEANS Lo
And now for the Bill itself. Unlike the Natal -
Municipal‘Franchise Bill, which bappily the -Union
Governor-General has, in effect, vetoed and which
applied only to~ Natal, the Class Aveas Bill' is de- .
signed to apply to all the poor Province, It enables
the Govt, to segregate all the domiciled Indians and
other Asiatics alike for residence and trade. It is,
therefore] an extension in a modified manner of the

[ location system devised as early as 1885 by .the late’

Transvaal Government. Let me say in a few words
‘what the- segregation may “mean, " The Indian
Location in Pretoria where in spite ot the law of
1885 not a single Indian has been' as yet compelled
to remove is situated far away from the town itself
and entirely ontside the beat of the buyer whether
English, Datch or Native. © The ' only trade
possible in such locations is frade among them-
selves. Segregation, therefore, carried out to the °
full means nothing less than .compulsory' 're-

patriation without any compensation.” It i3 true
that the Bill appears. to preserve to a certain extent -
_existing rights but that reservation”is of little

consequence to the Indiah settlers. I do’ not wish—

understamling at {he time was that the lé;,ml position
of Indians woul{ be gradnally improved -and that
the then existing Anti-Asiatic legislation wounld in
time to come be repenled. The contrary hns,

however, happened. The public may™ remember
that the titst attempt to break the spirit of “the
Compromise was made when in the Transvazl an
attempt was made to enforce the existing legislation
adversly to the Indiane and contrary to the practice
that prevailed at the time of the compromise. The
Class Areas Bill however, gnes, much further in
restricting Indian liberty, : : .
i A PRrOMISE BROKEN -

Whatever may be the other implications of the.

Compromise this much cannot be disputed by

to burden this note by citing illmsirdtions from
Sovnth-African—expericnece—to show that such '
i'eservations bave in practice proved 'almost use-
e$. . . . " N -
Finally let it be vemembered-that when -ime-
migration to South Africa was unrestricted the fear
of the Enropeans was expressed to be that South -
Africa might be swamped by India's millions. Al
the South African statesmen then used to say that
South Africa could easily digest a small Indian
population and could even give it a liberal treat:

any party  that the settlement of I10}14 pledged
the Union Government no to put further restrié¢tions
upon Indian liberty and apart from the general
powers of distllowance vested in His Majesty

ment, -but that the European settlers could never .
rest content 8o lonyg us the possibility of swamping
;-fmained. Now that the so called. fear of swamping ‘
: ® as been removed practically since,1897, the ery is
|(|;u-l--r the letter of Im-ftnwtlons aldressed - to the Taised for'segregation and if that !s’accomplishedythe
overpor-General of South Africa the Imperial ' next step will be compulsory repatriation if the

- 1
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sezregated Indians do not -volantarily retire. The

“fact is that the more accommodating the European

settlers of South Africa find the Imperial Trustees
to be the more grasping they become in their Auti-
Asiatic demands,

_ NOTES AND NEWS

HE following is the beginning portion of the lead-
T “iug arlicle of the Nalal Mercuryy which we- huve
teferred toth our leading colamns :—

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu does not reason, she threatens.
Even in her interview with General Smuts, when it might
have been supposed.that the rhetoric of the platform,
would be dropped in favour of sober statemeat, she de-

“¢lured -thut Indjans conld not aw ept the principle of the :

Class Arens Bill * consirtently with their national self-
respect, ” and threatened thut to resist it they would-
“ once more nudergo prolonged and bitter snffering us in
the days of the passive resistance struggle nnder the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.” Mrs. Narojini Naidu
aud the wealthy Indians who, oot of spite against the
British Raj are financing from india the agitation against’
the Class Areas Bill, do not nnderstand the eseentials of
the pioblem a8 well a5 the Indians in this conntry. -If
they are really concerned for their *“national self-respect”
they wonld be much better occnpied in spending their
money and their missionary. efforts to better the lot of

. many millions of . real *“helots” and *“pdriahs” - in

india—'-not recent immigrauts or the children or grand-
children of immigraits, bat nutives of the country and

the descendants of natives of-the countiy for scores of -

generations—rather than in agitation ou behalf of a.-few

_ geores of thousauds of fndiang'in South Africa who are

described as “helots"” and “pariahs” merely for political
purposes and can evade all the .alleged oppression con-

templated by the framers of the Class Aress Bill by the
_simple acceptance of 4 free pussage to Indisl ™ s

-~ From the minate of the procecdings _Jf the Qoancil-in-

e
i e Tndina Lite
~Vice 88 iy ous == .p‘?!'l.‘.’d.o_t-- sompa 43

~

" . An ‘amendment

Coinmittee of the Darban Town Conncil.to whom a _re-
port of & speciul’ committee on the Class Areus Bill was
presented, it would-appear that -Conncillor Smith secon-
ded by Coancillor Mitchell moved the following
motioh +— - - .

“Tbat this Council is against ;the proposals contained
‘i_'n'the'ﬂlasa Areas Bill as being fatile as 8 solution of
the Asiatic problem.” R

. t to this was moved by Couacillor
Olark, seconded by Conncillor Mrs. Fahey:— - -
" $That . the Bub-committee’s report be sent forward
to the Conncil,”. . . o
. Or “‘Counciilor Smith’s motion being put to the vote
tliere were three in favopr: Councillors Smith,. Mitebell
%I:;l Mrs. Kuig taod cight agaiast: .Councillors Borman,
'A ybiry, Clark,. Wadley, . Kemp, Shearer, Mrs. Fahey,

cutt. - - .. - C

_Mr, H. L. Panl who recently retired from civil aer-
’ ief, Indian [nterpreter in the Dorban  Law

Coarts after a conbiauueay .-

O AP LT -

agistiale's Court in recognition of his loyal and faithful -

g}m‘mﬂ with an illuminated address in the Senior

service in various capagities with the Government.
- & .

.

Four ladies have been. sppointed this year for the
first time o8 Justices of the Peace for ‘the City of Bom-
bay. These are Lady Jazmohandas Varjivandas, Dil- -
ghad Begum, Mrs, Harry Hodgkinson, and Lady Cowas-

7 ji Jebangir. -

The Behar and Orissa Legislative Conncil has adopted

| ‘by 87 votes to 26 & resolutivu that spinning by sharks

IPATS- IWOHY

be made’compulsory for all acholars in public schools
above ten years of age.

A ngefal statement giving the Iadizn pupolation ent-
gide Indin was farnished to the [udian LeBislative As-
sembly on Feb. 5. The following table iz taken frem

it :—
Indian Date
Couutry popala- of
tion Cengos
Cunada 1,200 1920
Agstralin 2,000 1922
- New Zealand T B06 _ 1921
. South Africa 161,339 do
~ Straits Settlements 104,628 do
F. Malay States 305,219 “do
British Malaya 51,819 do
Ceylon - 750,000 do
Mauritias : . 264,527 do
Keoya 22,822 do
Trinidad 121,420 do
British Guiana 124,908 do
Fiji 60,634 do
Jamaica 18,401 do -
-America 3,175 1910

"Poona, Feb. 25.—(Associated Press)—“The ontside
Indian political world may perhape he awaiting with
grent diffidence the ontcome of the importunt conversa-
_tions that are going on ab pressnt in- Poona between
Mabatme Gondbt wod Lala Lupatrai and Pandit Motilat
Nebirn, - It need not be eaid that Manatmaji stioks t
his views regarding the triple bogcotts as in 1921,
Paudit Motilal Nehra and Lala Lajpatrai do not see eye
to eye with® Mabatmaji in this atter. . Tis-
cossions are inteuded to be kept private and Mabat-
maji i3 not- going to make any statement of Lia
views regarding the controversial matters, In theory
the leaders differ very widely. As is well-kuown the
question is now, would these disouseions afect tle
present programme of the Swaraj Party or the Na-
tionalist Party in the Assembly. On that point there
aeed be uo anxiety at least for the present. Mahatmaji .
coutinues to hold very strong views on the triple boycott
but it seems that he woold not like to distarb the present
programma of the Swaraj Party in the Assembly. The
Nationalist Party continue its efforts to bring - pressave
- on Government in their straggle to assert [udia’s right
of seif-determination.” _

-

The Swarajists tecent defeats in the Assembly will
probably make further changes iu the situation. :

. In the Union Honse of Assembly Dr., Forsyth asked
the Minister of the Iuterior whether, in the cuse of an
Indian who has domiciliary rights in two of the Pruvinces
of the Union, it is a fuct that the Priacipal linmigration
Officer in Natal makes it compalsory for- the Indian ju

estion Lo surrender . his domiciliary rights in one
Province?  Mr. Dancan replied: The Principal Immi-
gration Officers hav A decide such o questiay,
bat ?"‘5"9«.‘111:‘,@%1;}“ doubt a8 to th3 Aiald fo Glaim
,_Qogme in more than ome Provinde the case is
“investigated by the officers referred to and a decision
given . by the Minister on the facts elicited by the
inquity with special reference to the domicilinry righta
of the individual concerned.

At the time of going to Press we read thut the second
reading of the Class Areas Bill wae moved in the Union
Honse of Asgembly by the Mioister of the Interior on
Taesday night. ‘Ihere was & large atrendance of Iudians
at the time and one of the bays of the assembly was
occapied by Mrs. Sarcjizi Naidu, Dr. Abdurabaman and
other leading members of the community. In the course
of his speech the Mnister of the [nterior declared that the

Goveroment wonld nov be detorred by the threats of
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resistance or of retaliation ontside South Africa. We
hope to give a faller report of the debate in oar next issae.
]
'rBE FAULT OP MRS. NAIDU
2 HE greatest fanlt of Mrs. Sarojini Naida is thab
she is frank and ontspoken. £be is certainly pot

a politician that indulges in jnggling with words.

She is above it. What she speaks ehe. speaks fearlessly
and it comes oot of ber innermoet heart. It is quite
nataral, being of the same flesh aud blood, that she feels
for her Mother conntry and her fellow-conntrymen
and women, She does not mince matters when she speaks
{o her countrymen and women éven a3 she does not when
she speaks for them. There is no use, however, to lose
one's head over it as some of our contemporaries in this
country seem o have done. The Caps Times slmost
asks the Government to put her out of this coantry.. The
Adgertiser rebukes her for nsing * bad langnage. * And
the Nalal Mercury tells Mrs. Naidu ‘and the weslthy
Indians who * out of spice syaiust the British Raj are.
financing from India the agitation sgainst the Clasa
* Areas Bill, ” that if they are reslly concerned aboat their
national self-respeot they wonld be much better occupied.

10 spendiog their money and their Tmissionary efforts to
better fhe lot of many willions of real *helots™ and

< ha™ iu Indin.  What these papers seem %o resent
is Mrs. Naidu describing the treatment of Indians in
this country as that of helots, elaves and doge. These are

“"

1o donbt strong expressions bat who ean goestion the

troth of them. Let us begin from the Tmmigration Depart-
ment. ‘That is the Brst place the Indian has io enter
and here he is treated worse thsn the worst criminals.
The criminals do oot bave to reply to impossible ques-

tions as hebus to and if he'falters but ~by the breadth -

of & huir he is Liable to be insmantly clapped into

gaol and deported by the first available” boat. Next,

when the Indian bourds a tram car he finds that he can

only take the back seats prescribed for him and if they -

are occupied the condoctor may put him off the car. On
the railways he buys a first class ticket with the hope of
being comfortably accomodated. He finds A reserved -
coach for him: he enters and hardly finds any difference
between the first and second class and be repents having

uselesaly waisted his money. It is meant to be first- and

gecond class accomodation for passengers bnt it is equally
used s the railway servante’ guarters. The Indiap .
trys to purchase land and there is no land for him; he

tries to get residential quarters in a decent locality and -

he canpot becanss it is reserved for the white man. All
places of amnsements are clozed to him and if by ‘chance
a solitary one is open to bim he can obtain & seat right
at the back and just in one cormer. He dare not
_yisit one Proviace from another without obtaining a
pass and depositing a bail. Where the white man’s dog
mag epter an Indizn may not. This is the treatment
Mie. Naid desczibes as that of helots, pariatis and dogs
and ebe isnot wrong in doing sv. Tocrown all the

Union Government now propotes to pass the much [

discussed Class Areas Bill. As regards the Class Areas
Bil! we must eay tbat it leaves no room for argnment
or reasoping with a view to effect-any compromise
There cau be no compromise when the principle of .it
is wrong, 1t is wrong in the case of Indians as it .was
wrong in the case of those who are vow exempt from’
its application, It cau therefore be only denounced and.
rejected; 'There is juitification, therefore, in Mrs. Naidn
adupsing 8 firm atitode while discussing the Bill,

MERGURY' AND CLASS AREAS BILL
TIAHE Natal Mercury bas a leading article in its issne
"[r of April 2,0n Mrs. Naidn'sattitnde in conmection

with the Class Areas Bill ‘The paper has dealt
in this article pretty lengthily with the treatment of- the
so-called lower classes by the so-calied bigher clasies of
Indiansin Tndia and has based it argament in favour of
the Bill ob that. “The pager, in effect, asks Indfans in |
this country mot to complain because_their treatment in
their own couatry is worse &till, and it asks Mre. Naida
toimprove the lot of the helots in India hefore comiog to

| interfere in the affairs of this country.

- Siuce when, we wonld ask our contemporary, -hds Sonth .
Africa accepted India us ber idesl, and decided to capy |
Iudia in all matters covcerning her administration 7
Or is itthat the charge laid by our ‘contemporary .
against our leaders of describing Indians in Sonth Africd -
as helots and périabs “merely for political purpoies” i8

really troein ita own case? Indiais obvionsly qiioied in

this instance only to snit the purpose of ‘onr contem:.
porary. The question of untouchebil'ty in —India i
admittedly her weakest point but Fuckily. she is gradually
-growing out of it.  Moreover, it is-nob a wise policy for
usto discuss outside matiers e, ‘may know very little
. abott. ‘What does our contemporary know of the progress
Tidia has made during the past few jears towards.the-
» yholition of untouchabilitj? Being in closer touch - with
the affairs of our Mother conntry we might cldim to know
more about it _ Onr contemporary will surely admit that -
the system is an evil of the worst discription, 2ud yeb, does

ourr contemporary rish.to place South Africa so far backs
ward in civilisation by advocating the adoption of an evil

which india is to abolish becanse it & a dedgrace to
homanity? It is senséless, we think; for the people of
South Africd, who profesito bé advancing ifi civilisation
and boast of it,~to bring-in basa drguments. sach
as our . contemporary has done fo justify their _ill--
treabment of their feilow-British Indiad subjects. .Our.
contemporary ‘suggeits, very lightly, that e cin evade
all the aileged oppression contemplated by the framets of
the Class Ardas Bill by the simple doceptance of @ free.
passageto [ndia. thisis as mach as toadmis that ail the
- oppressive rheasures against Indinos are bronght with
a view to making ib impossible” for them to live in this
country and thereby to effect their compnls.fy repatriation:
I that is the case, why do it in & roind aboat’ way?
Why play the hypocrite and throw dust into the eyes of
the world? A frank and open raeasure, however drastic it
may be, would be far more preferable to the oné under
Gisonsion. . . T

- S - —

- A public meeting was held at Machaodorp (Trans-
vaal) recently at the instance of the Sonth iean’
League, to obtaix the assistance of the public of the
town in connection with the auti-Asiatic movement. -
 The meeting (saya The Star) was attend by a_great

number of farmersand others, including all the

local European storekeepers, who signed a forn
promising not to have dealing with- Asiatics angt
also not to place orders with any commercial travel-
ler having dealing with Asiatics. The others
present signed a form promising . to refrain from
dealing with Asiatics and persuade others- includ-
ing natives, to do likewise. A comrhiitee WAl
elected to draw up rules, etc. It was reported tha
the movement was in operation in Standerton and

Lydenburg and that both places had greatly veduced

- the Asiatic trade, - et

rm - -
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THE STaR’ ON CLASS AREAS BILL

The Star (Jobannesburg) has the following very
tboughtful leading article in its issuz of March 15, on
the Class Areas Bill :— : ]

It ig inevitable in the circumstances of South Africa
that we should have Cliss legislation, but the Class
Areas Biil, which Mr. Duncan is shortly to pilot thrcugh
the Assembly—we do not envy him hig task—marks a

. completely new departure. It is true that under S:ctioa
3ol the law of 1885 of the old Trarsvaal Volksraad
- Asiatics were prohibited from owning landed prop:riy,
and were compelled to make their permanent homes in
locations, but they were free to trade in any part of the
Republic. The new drait law in s0 far as it may compel
the Asiatic to trade as well as live in his own scgregated
area is even more drastic than the Trapsvaal law cf
1885 whieh Lord Lansdowne, speaking in 1899 as-a
membear of the then British Government, declared was
one of the causes and chief just fications of the Anglo-
Boer War, Natal, prior to Union, alsosmnade attcmpte
{rom time to time to penalise free Indians, while making
the uimost use of ind ntured Indian labour at & wage
considerably below what a kafir would accept. The
Natal legislation of 1908 was disallowed by the Imperial
Government for reasons stated by Lord Crewe in

bis dispatch from which the following is an extrac::

¢ [t would be & matt'r of the greatest difficulty to enu.
-merate any conditions under which it would be possible to
juslify the interdicticn of a particular class in the State from
enpuging in normal, legitimate, and neceszary occupitions;

? anﬁzt would be still harder to justify dispissessing them
from their existing means of livelihood, , however libergl
might bse the terms of compensation. But the impositio®™8f
spch disabilities on a class which owes ils presence in the
co'ony to the colony’s own necessities, and whse numbers
have baen augmented by the voluntars action, - and, indead,
the settled policy of successive colonial Governmeits, over
n period of 15 years since the advent of seif-government,
would appear, on its merits, to constitute a hardship of a
spegially grievous chamacter, . . . The_ position of His
Majes¥'s Government with regard” to the Indiwms in N tal
. is one of peculiar respounsibility. The grant of self.govera.
ment to tﬁ: Colony was not made until 1893, and many of
the Indians now within the border were introduced before
that date, while the Colony was still adminis’ered under the
authority of the Crown., The principle followed by His
Majesty’s Government in deiling wizh yecent Asistic legis-
Iation in the Transva:l has been to defer with reluclance to
the fecling in favour of excluding further Asiatic immi-
gratign, but at the same time to aifp at securing fair and proper
freatment for Asiatics already in the country. His Majesty’s
Government are under a special obligation to ensure that

thia principle should be upheld in Natal.” :

The one thing that deterred Natal iror taking up .

, astronger line was the fear that the Indian Giverament
might stop the recruitiog of Indian labour for N:tal,
This step was finally taken by the Indian Goveroment
in 1911, and it created the mast serizus apprehension
in Natal, At the time General Smuts, speaking in the
Agsembly, declared that “the people of Natal were
entitled to the sympathy of the people. of South Africa
“jn the crisis in which they were placed-” It will be seen
that as recently as 12 years ago Natal was still anxious
to import indentured Indians, and that upon the Indian
Goxernment wisely relusing to permit this system to
conlinue, and the Union Government with' equal
wisdom, finally shutting the door on turther immigration
of any kind from Indie; the sympathy of the rest of
South Alfrica was extended to Natal..

Natal, as part of a fully autonomous domioion, is
now trying to achieve what it failed to achieve as a
small self governing Colony. - There can be

No QuesTioN OF OUTsIDE INTERVENTION
now, upless the proposed legislation is considered by
the League of Nations to conflict with the general
principles affirmed ln the Covepant, and experience
does not suggest that at most the mojority ~ol the
membzrs of the League would do more than record a
resolution of protest. - The Imperial Government,
however much it might - disagree with the principles of
the Clasa Areas Bill, however euch it might regret the
complete disregard of the pledges given by its pre-
degessors when they were ina posilion to give and

enforce them, could not ivlerfere in a matter of domestic
policy. The discretion and judgment of the Union
Parliament, are absolute and fival, and the only
limitations to their freedom of action are those which
are self-imposed—consideration of what is really best
in the interests of this country as 2 whole, consideration
ol the effect which any flagrant ivjustice would bave
on public opinion throughout the civilised world or the
fear of retaliation. -

It is necessary, therefore, thét Parliament shou'd very
carelually scrutioise the provisions of this Bill and have
a clear understanding ‘of what it hopes to accomplish.

And the necessity is the greater in view of the fact that
Parliamentisio a sense the -

TRUSTEE AND GUARDIAN
ol all sectioas of the people, iacluding those who are not
directly “represented ip the Logislature apd have no
legal or constitutional means of bringing influence to
hearuponit Above all we should clear our minds of
cant and avoid any suggestion ol hypocrisy. It is, forin-
gtance, idle for Mr. Duacan to talk of the Bill asa sort
of innocuous enactment, when the Government, owing
tothe violent protests of sections of the community
which do posses political infiunce, takes particular pains
to redralt & clause carelully excluding those sections
from the operation of the proposed law, aad aiso ex-
cluding the Cepe, where the coloured vote is a factbr.
The omission of the word “Asiatic” is a mere pretence,
and it would have beer mare honest not to pretend. In
addressing the recent Imperial Conlerence, when he
tock up a position which left himin a minority of ove,
General Smuts, relerring to the question of the removal
of disabilities, political and otherwise, «ot Icdians

- domiciled inthe Domisions, said ;. |

1 wish to say that so {ar as we ia South Africa are con-
cerned it is not n questloa of colour; it is & different principle
that is involved.™

Speaking at the South Africaa Party Congress in
Natal last year General -Smuts said :

T ¢ With regard to the franchise we see no reason to mike
a distinction between Indians and natives in this country.
There is the colour line which is in existence to.day,
right or wrong—1I do not argue sbout that—it is a clearly
marked lize you can follow. "

At the Imperial Coolerenca General Smuts disso-
ciated himse'f and South Alfrica from any colour preju- .
dice, and based hiv argumeat against extending the
franchise on what he described as *economic cim-
petition,” To reply to a question (rom the Maharsjah
of Alwar as to what he proposed to d» in the case of
Indians who had acquired property and invested mooey
in South Africa, General Smuig said :

# They (the Indians) have nll the rights, barring the
the righte of vating for Parlinment “and the Provincial
Couancils, that any whitc citizens in South Africa have, Our
law draws no distinction, whatever., It is only political
rights that are in question, }’ .

Al the vory time when these words were spoken the
Union Goveroment was actually eogaged in drafting
the Class Areas Bill.. It will be admitted that the

-Iodias and other delegates to tha cooference havas

some cause lor complaining of a lack of candour on *

- the part of the Uaion's chiel representative.

: ‘Guerto PoLicy i
What is the precise object of the Class Areas
Bill? In rejecting a palicy of compulsory sejrega-
tion of Asiatics the comumission which inquired into
the matter a year or two ago remarked that several of
the advocates of that policy frankly sdmitt.d that it
was only reg\arded "3 a means to an end; that end
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being to drive the Asiatics out of the country.” 1f
this is the olject it would be more honest to advo-
cate a scheme of compulsory repatriation on a
wholesale scale, It is true that no nation except the
Turks has ever carried out such a policy jn midern
times. But it would obviously be more honest to
compulsorily repatiiate Asiatics—with such ccmpen-
sation as the Union could afford—than to aitempt
legislatioa to make it dificult or impossible for them
to exist, We fail to see, however, that the Class
Areas Bill will achieve even this object, Unless
there is to bas industrial as well as commercial

-

segragation the Indian worker, whether ~ artisao, |
mechanic, clerk, salesman, uoskilled labourer, will

still be in competition with the European, His
home would be in a diflerent locality, but that,
save in  comparatively few iostances, is tha case
tc-day, Nor is there any guarantze that the propo-
sed new conditions would check the patoral increase
of populatior, In the Assembly last year Mr.
Duocan, in asking whether the Iodian danger “‘was
not being magoified,” pointed out that the Indian
population in the Cape, Traasvaal aud Free State
wss small and decreasing, acd in Natal the balance
was now obply slightly in lavour of the Indiaos.
UThey are rising,” he said, “in the scale ol civilisa-
tion.” The higher they risein the scale ofcivilisation
the less uofiir will their ‘“economic competition”
become. The proposzd ghetto policy may -easily
check the rise in civilisation wilhout checking the

increase in population. The- problem, which is of -

our own makiog, is a very big one and a very diffi-
calt one, and its solution is, not rendered .any the

easier by the intransigent attitude of some of the .

leaders of lodian opioion. But we can see little
prospect of a real solution aloog the linzs of the
Class Areu.Bill, It will only achieve a minimum
result at & maximum cost in friction, ill-feeling, - un-
rest, and the consciousness that we- in South Airica
have definitely broken with traditions and principles
which bave hictherto been accepted in all other parts
of the British Commoowealth,

.THE CLA3S AREAS BILL

Mr. Vere Stent, late editor of Preforia News, writes
to The Star (Johannesburg) :— :

To the Editor of The Star. '
Sir,—1 understeod 1h :t the Class Areas Bill had bee
reluctantly decided upon by the Government in defer-
ence to the feeling in Nataland that the Bill provided
-or the creation of what are known as “bazaars,” that is to
say locations lor Asiatics, and thut in fact uader it any
class that rendered itself objzciionsble to 1hz rest of he
community could be segregaited. The Jews certainly
thought as 1 did, for they set about opposing the Bill,
learing the establishment underitof aghelto. Since the
only possible reason for “bazaar.” or *“ ghettos ” is trade
rivalry—unless you are to justily asiaphobiz or juden-
hetz—1 opposed the Bill, Now, however, I read.that
M.I.:. I?unom_: describes the Bill as designed to prevent the
Asiatic being segregated in ipsanitay or uosuitable
aress. 1Ifthis be s0,all I can say is that, having but re-
cently visitcd Nata), I am sure the Biil will pot meet
Natal's demands.  The Natal merchant wants to rid
himseli of the competition of the Astatic trader. All
this talk of the “loyaity to the white idezl” is so much
Pecksniffian bhypocrisy. “Loyal little Natal” has, of
caurse~who dare deny it?—always Geen loyal—to her

owhinteresis.

Tho periervid Imperialinte of Durban bave » keen wye

»,

to the side on which they find the butter. on their bread.
In the pursuit of super-profits fcr Natal they care noth-
ing how they embarass our own, or, for that matter, the
1mperial Goverament. ~ Their love for Empire is cup-
beard love, their boasted loyalty Ialters before the possi-
bility of sacrificivg a few shillings.  Natal looks to make
mopey out of her loyalty. She always has from the days
oi the Zulu war onwards. 1 set all this down to show
that the good merchants of that province are not likely
to be satisfied with a Bill desigoed to protect the Asiat'c
from their cupidity. That's not their idea at all, If,
thep, the Bl is not to satisfy Natal and if it will dis-
eatisly and aliepate hundreds of the Government’s
supporters in the Cape Province, what use proceeding _
with it ? - . _ -

No one realises the Government's difficulties more
thanIdo. Noobe,1 venture to say, is more anxious
that they should remain in power than I am. “The pros-
pect of a Government under the “pact” is’ appalling. If;
thetelore, the Bill were calculated to conciliate Natal,
without doing gross injustice to the South Af:icans, I
shonld be prepared to support-it—stark naked atavism
though it be—but it ispot. It is not only unjust, but it
brezks the Smuts-Gandhi honourable upderstanding,
acd it'is impolitic.” For every vote held in Natal, the
South African Parly will lose three in the Cape Pro-
vicce. 1 realise that Natalis taking advantage of the
Government's danger and difficulties, but blackmail once -
yielded to ever ipcreases its demands. -If the Govern-
ment can only remain in power by pandering to the
worst instincts of the Natal merchznts, then perhaps it
had better—bother it, the whole business is most diffi-
cult, Only one thing is certain. The conduct of Natal
is disgraceful. - It brings tbe whole of public life in that -
province down to the level of the hucksterers of the
much talked-of and desired bazaars. ' '

STRONG ANTI-ASIATIC AGITATION IN -
" TRANSVAAL . - -
BOYCOTT OF INDIAN S!}'OBES

The Ster (Johannesburg), ‘dated 29t March, has
the following report of a general meeting of the
members of the Sonthern Suburbs European Asso-
ciation held at the Turffontein Hotel under the
chairmanship 6f Mr. H. M. Ross to discunss a definite--
plan of campaign for clearing the Southern suburbs-
of the Asiatic traders. _ e

Io opening the discussion Mr. Ross detailed the
growth of the movement, which was purely one of
gelf-defence. The existence of their children was
at stake, he said. They knew that the cure for the
menace was to boyvcott the Indian trader, but the -
difficulty came in applying the cure. Nevertheless'
in the short time that the system of pieketting had -
been in operation two Indian  shops had closed -
down. . ; T S

Mr. A. Perry maintained that the reason that the
white man could not compete with the Indian- wis”

that he was let down by the honsewives. No house -
wife should buy from an Asiatiec. T
Mr. Swarts said that the white race had fo serve -

itself from an evil of its own making.
Mr. Easton, remarking that before the South:
African war he had quite a satisfactory business in-
Capetown, bant was later ousted by Asiatics, said that
some of the best shops in Capetown were owned by

JIndians, but, more galling than that, was the fuct

that white men and girls were serving in those
shops. That was a state of affairs which they mpust
not allow to come about in the Transvaal. There
were 4,000 children leaving school yearly, but work
counld only be. found for 2,000. Employment for
the remainder could be found if they got vid of the
Asiatica.{ The Southern sfburbs wvere in danger of
becoming n second Vradedorp. ¥a the lagt two
Years no:len than #ix Indisn Bhops ‘had opened in -

-l



 growth of the Indian menace in Natal.

_ entering an Indian shop, then the
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the same street. ““There is no possible doubt,” de-
clared the speaker, “that it is our own famlt. As
General Smuts said some 20 years ago, it was not
the Government who conld turn the Asiatice out
but the white people themselves.”

’ WORKING MEN TO BLAME

Councillor Hoatson declared that in # movement
puch as theirs the people who counted were the
women. The white race had seen the Asiatic move-
ment growing, a8 had the QGovernment, bnt the
latter had been powerless, The people themaselves
must act, he said.. . _

The position was that while the white working
man clamoured to be given employment in prefer-
ence to the coloured man, he did not hesitato to buy
at the Indian gtore. ‘ ;

“I am not an admirer or supporter of the present
Government,” declared Mr. Hoatson, “but it is the
duty of all to support General Smuts iz his present
attitdde.” He was astonished that reputable white
citizena should receive Mra. Naidn as they had done,
and that the Mayor of Durban should bold a recep-
tion fof her.  Again alluding to the work which
would fall to the white women, Mr, Boatson anid
*If the ladies’ services are enlisted I can foresee that
we can drive the Asiatica out, but it is a big gnes-
tion, it is & national question,” o

Concluding, Mr. Hoateon referved to the steady
" Natal. "“We could
have taken steps again and again, but becanse it did
not come to our own doors we did not bother,” he

~ said, and wished them every success in their en-

deavours to save the Transvaal from the same fate.
(Loud applause.) . _ ' :
Mr. Morrison pointed ont how the white hawker
"eonld not be relied on. As soon a8 he got a better
job he gave up vegetable hawking. -

-- Mr, Kirkby declared that the workmen who spent

their money on the race-courgses and in the bars
were fo blame, hecause they could not in conse-
quence give their wives sufficient honsekeeping
money. . As Councillor Hoatson had said, it was the

. “working man who was outting his own throat In

conclusion, My, Kirkby pointed out that in the last
two years the Asiatic population in the southern

" puburbs had increased by, 85 per cent, a8 againat 14

per cent, increase of the white. :
. A GENERAL CANVASS _
Mpr. Swarts declared thal if among the women it
became a scandal for Mrs. So-nnd-Bo to be seen
€ movement wonkl

meet with suecess. -
Mur. Charles Preddie said that Indians were often

~ patronised through thoughtlessness. A 1an did not
. reflect when baying such small things as cigureties

from an Indian that he could do so from a white

man,. Enthysiasm could only be maintzined by
having meetings, indoor and ontdoor.

Tt was_decided that s general canvass of the dis-

. trict be made to induce the public to join the move-

.. ment at o suggested subscription of ls. per month.

It was also agreed that capies of the Soufhern Zzpress
a local weelkly journal?” be sent to all membew to
keep them in tonch with the movement.

Str———————

A LEAFLE1 DU )
The following is the text of a Jeaflet diatributed

by the Scuthern Suburbs European Association :—-

“THE ASIATIC MENACE
A WHITE SUBURE WITH YOUR HELP

Dd yon realise how mnch this means to you now
and your family in the future ? .
If the Asiatio is allowed te go on trading, and the
number of Trading Licences granted to these people
ure increased, the White trifler will soon be out of
businesa. ‘

. ... Would thi

ainongst the Whité~population wonld incresse and
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help you ? Nal Unemployment

the opportunities for the employment of White
youths and girle would be diminished.

In Nutal to-day White men and women are work-
ing for the Asiatic! Do yoo want to see this state
of affairs extend to the Transvaal ? '

To hoyeott the Coolie is the only meuns at our
commanid to fight this menace. If yon will reasom
this out for yourseif, yon e¢an only come to one
conclngion, namely : Soapport the White traders
and eliminate the Asiatic, :

This is not a selfish move on the part of the
‘White Shapkeers in this Subarb, but simply an
appeal to the thinking people of the Houthern
Saburbs, and especially do we appeal to those who
have a fnnily growing ap.

Cuan you live on thirty shillings a month ?
Coolie ean. You don’t want to try, do you ?

Well, sapport this movement and help yourselves
by helping us. We want to keep the Southern
Suburbs White. . With yonr help we ean 4o it.

The Coolie cant’t trade without your snpport.
Don't give it to him and he will soon clear ont of
this Suburb,

- Kecep the Southern Suburbs White !

The pablic will shortly be called npon to express
their feelings in this matter by 8 mnss meeting in
these suburhs,”

The

PRESS COMMENTS ON MRS. SAROJINI
‘ NAIDU

The Wemen's Weekly of the 13th March has the
following editorial on Mrs. Naidu:-—

“The Indian community have every reuson to be
proud of their fellow-conatrywoman, who has in
Durban during the week held thonsands of people,
both bluck - and - white; apeltbound = with her
eloguence. All woman, whatever their nationality,
should appreciato Mm, Naidu simply because sho
is o woman, 1 remember some years ago heariug
a remark from a lewling light in the Press
world—one who liad had the privilege of listening
to well-nigh every leading politiciau und public
speaker over a perind of at least a decade; he gaid
that & clever woman speaker could beot the
aversge male orator every time, and [ could not
but think of his remark us I sut and listened tu
Mrs. Naidue's eloquence. I have seldom, if ever,
heard anything 1o beat the way in which she
blended together inta an exquisite word poem

" humour und pathos, literature and homely simile,

1 sincerely hope her visit will do gol, for at
present we seem to be drifting towards a precipice,

- and the pity of it is il only we had the wisdom

and cournge to face about, we could avoid the
danger, and if Mrs. Nuidu can help us to come to
a better understanding of each other’s problems,
we shall have gone far townrds salvation. She is
in oarnest, and her ideal is to help hamanity,
therefore good must rome of her tour. No one
emn work wholeheartedly for the good of others
without winning succers It muy be long in
coming—so long that the worker's very nnme is
forgotten—but it is bound to come. And in just
the same way dues evil and injustice recoive its
roward. It invariably vescts upon the aothors,
and history is full of such instances. Mia. Naidu
-epeaks ua an Indiun to Indians, and we ars uaable
10 see eye to exe with her in all things, but she is
in no way an ugilator. She wanta for her country-
men and wamen unr opportunity fur them to work
oqt their nwn salvation, nnd the withdrawal of
_FEPresnivo mensures, 80 Limt they can become wood
citizens of '\ country for who-a development they
have done so much. . - R

If to-day the rank and file of the Indian popul-



April 4th, 1924

INDIAN OPINION

J 85

ation in Natal were given manhood . suffrage it
would mean the putting back of the clock of
civiliaition for a century or more. The Indian
labourer is ot ready for such responsibility, and
it wonld be a gross injustice to burder him with
it. Bnt, on the other hand, they have a right to
some measure of Parliamentary representation on
the ground that they are taxpayers and are law-
abiding citizens. No nation has a right to
wilfully place obstacles in the wny of the evolu ion
of another race or their natural desive to uplift
them:elves, and if we do this we shall be laying
up for ourselves far more seviouns tronble than
South Africa has yet known. Dnless a country is
ruled with justice and ejuity it is bound to fall, -
and this is the guestion our leaders must kéep
before them in Healing with the Indians as a
body.” Co —

A DisTINGUISHED INDIAN
The Natal Advertiser writes as {ollows —

It ig difficult to uuderstand precisaly what inspires
those people who look with a jaundiced eye on the
visit to this country of Mrs Sarojini° Naidu. This
particular lady is one of the most distinguished
products of her country and her age. She is gifted
beyond the endowment of 2 great many gifted Euro-
peaps. In her achievements and her mission she
constitutes a cotable trinmph for feminjsm: and her
race and colour should not blind women the world over
to the spectacle of one of their own sex exerting a
power-over the public mind far greater than that
shown by the vast majority of men engaged i public
affairs to-day, That she should be ‘viewed as a
possible mischief maker in Natal is as unfortunate as it
is unjust, Her title to speak to people of her own
race i mo greater nor auy less than would be thetitle
of Geperal Smuts or Mri. Patrick Duacay to address
European gatherings in India were they visiting that
Dominion. It may be true that Mrs, Naidu's views
are somewhat disturbing to our European ¢ )mplacency;

- just as it may be true that she is prejudiced in tavour
ol the Asiatics in Alrica. But, thenJare not most of
us prejudiced the other way; and is<our case admit:
tedly so bad that we fear ihe white-hot light of
intellectual fervour shed on the points about which
‘we disagres? For ourown part, what we have read ot
this lady's utterances in Africa, just as what we have
remarked of her amazing hold 0a the common people
of herrace and speech, serves to persuade us that tha
European cas: against the Asiatic' will rather be
streogthened by our listening closely to her argumsnts
than by our merely couanting her but anotheragitator
sent to bring strife in place of peace in our distric-
ted midst, .

For she is the type of emissary with whom it is
possible lorresponsible politicians to taik sensibly and
ratiooally, and with some hope of a solution, or a.
part solution, to our vexed quéstions in Natal. The.
plane oo which she moves and thinks makss it
not only possible for her to understand the European
antpathy to the Asiatic, butin some measure to agree
with it. Tt is, perhaps, not true that more cement,
saoiration, soap and ®ater are the terms on which Egro.
pean hostility to the Indian would disappear. At the
sawe time she must see for herself thlt the grounds for
European social repugnance to Asiatic proximity are
considerable; and 2 woman of hey discernment should
readily understand that this repugnance is not so ‘easily
uprooted from the European mind. * For the Asiatic th
pretend that this antipathy is groundless and unjust is
scli-deception of the most flagrant kind; and a person of
Mrz. Naidu's agreeable qualities could render np greater
service thao io coovincing her people that emotions of
physical repugnance are often the most difficalt to up-.

root, She, at least, is abls for a moment to reverse
he gicrmus- in gble 1o were ghe 5

By )

'Pagige how,

, “

a L L

European bringing up a young family in Natal, she
would view with horror and despairthe degraded social
environment ia which thousaods. of Indfans herd them-
selves on the very fringe of European settiemsnt; and,
in consequence, caa draw verg near (il she wishes to)
to thy heart of the Anti-Asiatic sentiment in our
miqﬂ R ' ' -, ;.
Buat what, as Europeans, we cannpt uaderstand is this,
Mrs. Naiduis a remarkably able exponent and a $rue-.
believer in the philasophic outlook of the Orientgl. She,
like Mr. Gandhi, has a lofty and noble abharreace tor
the intense materialism of thg Western mind; 2 material-
ism that is likely to become steadily warse as’time goes
on, and is inevitably slowly corrupting all but g’ dimi-
nishiog few who live in its midst.  I{the Asiatic ;qyg'ih
our Western environment much langer he, too,  will
succumb to it, 20d the idealism which still illumines the *
Oriental miad will, in a Little time to come, be quenched
bor ever. Mrs, Naidu knows well enough that the In-
dian, if he lives here in minority numbers; must uiti-
mately succumb to his eavironment, and in course “of
time be Europeanised out of ,the simple beliefs ot his
mother race. ' Should she not, therefore, rather preach
an exodus than a title-deed to European absorption?-
Shonld she not rather try to save their racial characteris-
tics than win for them the right to lose these under the-
increasing pressure of European thought and. ways 2
We ask thisnot in any mood of flippancy. or for the: saka

- of dialectics, bot because it occurs to us that the unlti--

mate battle is not the franchise or any ather manitesta~
tion of political rights, butis rather & struggle between -
rival philosophies “apd racial’ predispositions. . Ong
might without irréverence ask her, of hier compatriofs im -
this couptry, *What shall it pg@!i‘; a man ji he gain the
whole world and lose his own (Kastern) soul?” Thie -
question surely ig.worth more thag 3 gesture ‘of in-
difterence. PR

FOR
o

MRS: NAIDU'S FAREWELL TO CAPETOWN

' Capotown, April 2 (Reater),—Thn Gity Hall. yas

uncomfortably crowded last night (Tueidny.) when  Mn,
Sarojini Naidn gave a farewell address to the Indian and
e

. Dr. Ablurahman presided, and in enlogy iof My,
Sarojini Naidn madea lengthy -attack .on- the Press,

which he declared liad tradnced 'gm'ci maligned her.
Mes. Sarojiai Naidn, in the course of an. id:i;as‘aivpugd_;,}

‘address, Tomplained of being misrapresented, declarjng-

bhat on & recent occasion she asked the colonred races i
ngit.h.;-!_xfricatp com_b'iu;?,_rin, order h§~¢rrg§:d, a bype of
cultare that would éprich the world, whereas she “was
made to appaar as advising the coloured -races to co-
ordinate their forces for quite a Bilfefepig purpose,. : j -
In referring to General Smats as ohe of the -mightia -
personalities in the world, Mra. Sarojini Naida said ;a'h_é,"
was still compelled to g sgainst his owa trae vision
of life and his own troe noderstanling of justice, . be-.
cause the Sonth Afrsca be represented lacks bhat 'pﬁitrllé, |
that common caltrue, that the .very- peasanty of tﬁ{’i'ig
bad, beewnse of the tradition, religion, . and. cnltrue
behind themn, ’ T
The proceedings, ds b previous- mestings, were . very
enthmsiastic. *~ -~ .- .. ... 7 -

i . - o - 4 . '-) ‘ ) h
Mors. Sarojini Naida lg_ft’ Capetown on Wednesdsy Ffor
Port, Blizabeth. T St

Nra IO e L TR S )
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. MRS SAROJINI NAIDU
ADDRESS T0 INDIAN WoMEK'S Assqcu:rros

The following address was ' delivered by Mis.
Sarojiri Naidu to the Indian Women’s Ass ciation
in Rawat’s Bio Hall. Darban ' on the 3th Marcl :—

Friends,—I do not think it is at all necossary
that I should speak to you in English to-day, be-
canse almost all of you have understood what T
have said in Hindustani. If there are any Indjan
women here who did not understand what I suid
in Hindustani it is their«own fauit. You should
attempt fo learn and try to understand the tongue
that is now the known tongue of India.

I want tn give yon a message from the.women
of India. Many, if not most, of you have hever
“seen India and do not know what it is like, but
the women of India do send 2 message to theirs
sisters across . the sea, and it is this, “We are
awake at last from our long sleep.  Wo are awake,
and we are strong and brave.” ‘They have made
sacrifices to obtain fieedom, and now they ask
what ar: the women of Africa, of East Africa, of
South-Africa, prepared to do t» get freedom, equal
politicel status, and the respect of all other com-
munities for the Indian community, That is 2
question that only you can answere. I cannot
answer it for you. ' .

You have been herz for a long time 'ow in
South Afiica, many of you are descendants of men
and women who were brought here to this ¢ untry
under’ promises that have not been fulfilled. Your
parents came because they were told that if they
came and did their share of the work of building
this beautiful Province of Natal—the land "they
have made a garden—that if they wanted they
< could go back to their own country or if they cared

to stay here after a time they would get lands and
the full freedom of citizens. - Your grand parents
believed those promises and came hers. Some of
them have got lands, and some of them have got
rights, but most of you have not, and now the
third generation of Indians are threatened with
segregation and injustice which it would be better
.o die than to accept The deciion lies in your -
hands. When Maliatma Gandhi was carrying on
his great struggle to .establish the righ's of the
Indian people more thar ten years ago it was the
women of Natal and the Transvaal who were the
- first goldiers under bis flag. They were fighting
for their men; they were fivhting to establish and
vindicate their own honour. You .all know how
only a few years ago this foolish South Africa re-
fused to acknowledge even your marringes as real
" marriages, and the wom n of that time said that
they would not stand it, that they would make
sacrifices and that they would go to Great Bri-
tain, but they would see this unjust Law put
right. You know how successful they were, bow
they went to the mining camps and areas and the
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mirers dropped their tools. You know how the
peo(l:tle struggled, how they did not care if they
died, They said, “the women are leading us, and
we will struggle on.”  You know how Mr. Gandhi )
fought and won, and how Genernl Smuts came to
an agreement with him that the policy of the
vernment would be to protect the rights of. the
Indians. : L
~ Not only your rights but your very existence is
threntenec{ by this Class Areas Bill You are
going to be put away as something unclean, some-
thin% unfit to assooiate with even the colonred
reople of South Africa. Av€you going to necept
thie, or ore you going to way, “we cﬂ: not care

£ we spond every peany; we do not care if we die;
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if our childien dis; but once and for all time wo
are going to estublish our rights in this countey
that belongs neither to the wiiite mau nor to th:
brown man but to the black men, who bas never
been treated rightly ™

You ask justice from the white man, but do
you ever ask yourselves if you have been right
and just to the ' frican und ‘colourad population ?
To get your rights you must have a clean heart
and clean hands, If you Lave not been giving
justice you cannot expect to 1eceive justice —CGod
will not give yon justice through the African
Government. Where have you failed? If you have
failed. There is no peace in this lund, - and will
not be until every ¢ /mmunity has mended its .wn
faults. You must mend your faults If you have
not done your duty us citizens you must be.in to
do your duty at once. If you huve heen amonyst
yourselves —1 do not know if you have been divi-
ded—your first duty is to stand togethor as one
Indian community. We are the Indian nation of
South Africa. You must say, “ws are women, we
are the Indian Women's Associntion, and we stand
before the woirld as rvepresentatives of Intian
womanhood, Let us show to the white women, t
the African women, what a w.nderful thing In-
dian womanhood is.”

. Indian womanhood has always been the wonder
of India Le4 us sce how the Indinn women of
Africa can build up South Afiiea.

Bat womanheood hus. many responsibilities, andl
onn thiug we should look after is the education of
our children We are not going to leave our
man' but we area going t+ start the schools oup-
selves, especially ?ur our girls.  We are not going
to allow thom to be ignorant. If our men will not
pravide schools we will ds so. We will sell our
Jewellery if necessary, but wo will. see. that our ™
girls recrive education, so that when they= aro
marrird they will go as young brides full of ideals.

Then we must not forget the suffering people.
What can we do for these? whether they are In-
dian, African or coloured. We seo that lospitals
are built. Women must be kind, they must think
of the sick and the suffering.  Yon must seo that
there are proper arrangements for nursing. for
medical relief. You must nwot wait for the (I w-
ernment, you are peoplsy imaling your livivg out
of this land, so yon owe a ddty to this land, I
owe a duty to Indin, but you owe a duty to Youth
Africa. Your husbands earn their livelihood here,
and your fathers are burfed .here  You caunct re-
main a debtor and prosper. You must pay your
debts t this land, and the best way is to have your
children so educated that they will Le nol e eiti-
zens. You can pay your dabis by lifling the
status of the Nutive and the coloured penply

You bave another duty. You must say t4 your:
men, *if “you fight vou are fo_ollsh." W_’e' are
going to live in peace. Men miyght be, diftareat
race from race, bnt w.men cannot’ be dif-
forent; d common motherbood malkeas them alike.
I never hope to heur an Indinn woman say, “l mn
different from tlg white womun, the " colou ed
woman, tha Native womran ” T do mot care wlat
your rveligion is, you are women, and wowmen
were meant to lend the eurth, and when women
do that the world will beeone g0d Do not think
o .ly of yourselves, but ﬁ%ht for your rights be-
cause you are women. No .onc can wrong you
without wronging th-mselves.  Also do not. judge
the moat in your brother’s eve while the beam is
in your ow,

You have firat of all to bolieve in yuuraelves and
yuur Associstion; o8k yourselved z{i};‘ 3

- Lo,
Indian popul-
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to make South Africa better. Thick of your dnties
rather than of yonr privileges. You will certainly
stand by your men, die if necessary that no in-
jnstice i= done to vou, but you must look after
your children, for it would be better that yon
should die than that you should be unheedful of
the least little child of any commanity. o
Women were born to be strong and to unite the
whole world jn a common love and peace. India
has always swod for peace in this world, and I
want the day to come when in the history of a
peaceful South Africa the historian will show that

the Indian women of Somth Africa by their un- |

selfishness and wisdom were able to bring unity
between the white man, the brown man, the black
man and the enlonred man. ‘

A WELL-DESERVED PRESENTATION

The Newcastle Indian School was recently the
venne of a very interesting function, the occasion
being a well-deserved presentation to Mr. J.
Christopher, who has performed the daties of
Interpreter at the Local Court House for the past
nine years, and who has been transferred on pro-
motion to Durban. o

Mr. L. C. B. Ephraim the Head Master of the
local Indian School, made the preseatation, which
.was a valoable electro plated tea service. In doing
8o, he said it was very difficult for one to give
expresgion to his feelings when they . were abont to
part with a true and staunch friend. Mr, Christopher
had been associated with the Indian community for
a number of yvears and had ongrodginiy assisted them
in every respect. His position debarred him from
taking part in politics but he had always been a true
friend to the Indians. Their loss, said the speaker.
wonid be a disfinct gzin to the Indian community
of Durban, for Mr. Christopher was being promoted
from the third town-to the principal Borough of the
Garden Colony as Interpreter, which was a promo-
tion he should be proud of. Mr. Christopher was a
broad-minded man and he was never afraid to give
expression to bhis feelings when opportunity arose,
but in all his views he never said anvthing that
wounld commit himself in any way. The speaker
expressed the hope that Mr. Christopher and*his
family wonld be spared to enjoy many happy years
together and, that they would meet thesame good
friends in Durban as they were leaving behind. He
asked Mr. Christopher to accept their presentation
.which, he felt sure, would always remind him of
Newcastle and the esteem in which he was held here.
in conclusion Mr. Ephraim thanked Mr. Christopher
for the many good services he had rendered in the
interests of the local Indians and trusted he -weonld
continne his good works .in his new sphere of
labour. , '

Mesars. C. V. Aboo, G. G. Chetty, D. M. Seedat
P. Gonpaul, 3, R. Chetty and P. Pachai spoke
wishing Mr. Christopher and his family the best of
wishes and hoping their stay in the Seaport town
wonld be pleasant and profitable,

Mr. Christopher, who was very much touched
with the kind expressions of good-will by his
numerons friends, thanked them for their generouns
gift and said what he had done in the past was done
in a sense*of daty, which is expected of evervy
member of the Christian communnity. He and his
wife would aways remember the Xindness that
prompted them 10 make the presentation and their
handsome gift would always bring back memories
of their pleasant slay in Newcastle. He trusted

that the many friends he was leaving behind would |

pull thgether ur they had done In the past and thelr
_ friendahip for each other would never cease, a:ui

they shonld always consider themselves & large
united and happy family. -

Three hearty cheers concluded the function which
will long be remembered by the Indian community.

Mr. C. B. Stevens, son of the late Mr, C. Stevens,
Chief Indian Interpreter of -Supreme Court, suc-
ceeds Mr. Christopher at the local. Magistrate
Conrt.—Contributed.. ‘ .

b -
-

MAHATMA GANDHI'S. .-‘-IESSAGE TO INDIA
- F -
LETTER TO CONXGRESS PRESIDENT

‘Soon after his unconditional release from prison-
Mahatma Gandhi addressed the following letter to
Moulana Mahomed Ali President Indian National
Congress from the Sassoon Hospital, Poona. Th
letter is dated 7th Febroary 1924 - — - :

*“My dear friend and brother, I send you as Presi-
dent of the Congress a few words which I Enow our
countrymen expect from me on my sudden release.

I am sorrythat the Government have prematurely

“released me on acconnt of my illness. Such release

can bring me no joy for I hold that the iliness of a
prisdner affords no gronnd for his release™ . .

After paying a tribute to the.gaol and hospital
authorities for the very kind attention they had
given him during his iliness and expressing his
deep appreciation for the telegrams of congratulations
pouring npon him from all parts of the country
Mahatmajee goes on to say: - Lo

No Swaray WrrHoUT UNITY

“Though I know very little of the present -situz-
tion in the country I know sufficient to enable me
to see that perblexing as the national problems were
at the time of the Bardoli resolution they are far
more perplexing :to-day. Jt i8 clear that-withont
unity between Hindus and Mahomedans, Sikhs,
Parsis and Christians and other Indians all talk_for
Swaraj isin vain. This unity which I fondly be--
Heved in 1922 has been nearly achieved but so far
as Hindus and Mahomedans are concerned, I ob-
serve, it suffered a severe check. Mutual trust has
given way to distrust. An indissoluble bond between
the-varions communities must be eatablished if we
are to win freedom. Will the thanksgiving over my _
release be turned into a solid wnity betweeh the -
communities, That will restore me to health far
gquicker than any medical treatment or rest cure.:
When I heard in the gaol of the tension between the
Hindus and the Mahomedans in certain places my
heart.sank within me. The rest I am advised to
have will be no rest wtth the burden of disunion

"preying upon me. I ask ail those who™ cherish love

towards me to utilise in furtherance of the union
we all desire. I know that the task is difficalt ‘bat
nothing is difficult if we have a living faith in God.
Let us realise our own weakness and approach Him

.| and He will surely help us. It is weakness which

breeds fear and fear breeds distrust. Let ws both
ghed our fear. But1 know that even if one of us
will cease to fear we shall cease to quarrel. May I
say that your tenure of office will be judged solely
by what yot can do in the cause of nnion, I know .
that we love each other as brothers. I ask you
therefore to share my anxiety and help me to go

through the period of iliness with a lighter heart.

SPINNING WHEEL THE REMEDY '

“If we could but visnalise the growing panperism
of the land and realise that the spinning wheel is
the only remedy for the disease, the wheel will
leave us little leisure for fighting. I had during the
lagt two years ample time and solitude for hard
thinking. It made mg a firtier believer than ever
in the efficacy of the Bardoli programme and there-
fors |n the unity betwean the Moes, the oharka, the
remaval of uptouchahility and the application of
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‘-non-wolence in thoup,rht.. word and deed to our
-methods as indispensable for Swaraj.

If we faith-
fully and Tully carry out this programme we nced
never resort to civil disobedience and I should hope
that it will never be necessary. But I. must state
that my thinking in prayer fully and in solitude has
not weakened my belief in the efficiency and

righteousness of civil disobedience. I hold it a8 never .

before to be a man's or a nation’s right and duty
when his vital ‘being i in jeopardy. I am con-
vinced that it is attended with less danger than war
and whilst the former, when succesaful, benefits

. both the resister and the wrongdoer, the latter harms

both the victor and the vanquished. o .
COUNCIL ENTRY C

“You will not expect me to express any opinion
on the vexed guestion of retarn by Congressmen to

the Legislative Conncils and the Legislative As-

sembly. Though I have not in any way altered my
opinion about the boycott of Councils, Law Courts
and Government schools. I have no data for com-

“ingto 8 judgment upon the .alteration made at

Delhi and I do not propose to express any opinion
until T have had the opportunity of discussing the
qnestioo with illustrious countrymen who have feli
called npon in the interest of the countrv-to advise
the removal of the hoyeott of Legislative bodies,

REASONING AND NOT ABUSE

“In conclusion may 1 through you, thank all the
very numerous senders of congratnlntory messages.
It is not possible for me personally to acknowledge
each message. It has gladdened my heart to gec
among the messages many from our Moderate friends,
Non-co-operators can have no quwrel with them.

They too are well-wishers of their country and
serve to the best of their lights. - If we consider

them to be in the wrong we can hope to \vin them
over only by friendliness and patient reasoning and
never. by abusing. Indeed we want to .regard
Englishmen too a8 our friends and not misunder-

stand ‘them by treating them ag our enemies and if -

we are to-day enguged in a struggle aminst the

" British Government it is ugainst the system for
- which it stands and not against Englishmen who are -

administrating the aystem. I know that many of
na_have failed to uanderstand this and always bear in
mind the distinetion and in so far aa we have failed
we have harmed our canse.

‘I am yonr mncere friend and brother,

1 (Sd)M K. .GANDHI,

:PHE DEPARTURE OF MR. A. M. JIVANJEE

" Mr. A. M. Jivanjee who left last Sunday by the
8.8 Karagola for Nairobi was given a very hearty
send off at the Point by a representative gathering
of the Indian community.

Many private and public functions were held in.

honour of Mr, Jivanjee during his few days’ stay in
Durban after his- return fromm Capetown, Dinner
parties were given by Messrs. Paruk, Minnkhan
and Mahomed Ebrahim in honour of Mr. Jivanjee
and o farewell meeting -wus held by the Natal

. Indian.Congress' at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall lust
Saturday, Mr. Amod- Bayat presiding. A sgurland

-of beéautiful flowers and a bouqnet ware presented
to Mr. Jivanjee and speeches were made wishing Mr.
Jivanjee a happy and safe voyage. Mr., Jivanjee
thanked the community for the honour they had
done him and asked them to be united,

A Tea party wns then given to Mr, Jivunjee at
the Queen’s Tea Room’ by Mr. Omar Hajee Amod
Jhaveri. .

In the evemng" Mr. Jivanjee wus the guent of
Mesars. E. A. Tyeb & Co., who gave u farewell dinner

“in his honour at the Majm-ul Ahbab Club. The

suthering was representative of every section of the
community and was presided over by Advocate Mr.
R. K. Khan, After the dinner which was beauti-
fully arrunged Mr, Jivanjee wan garlanded on hehulf
of the hosts, Mr. Tyeb on behalf of his firm ex-
pressed gincere thanks to those who had kindly
responded to their invitation and spoke in eulogistic
terms of the public spirit of Mr. Jivanjee and
of the noble services rendered by *his brother and
himself in Nairobi. Mr. R. K. Khan aa president of
the Majm-nl-Ahbab Club expressed his satisfaction
nt the honour done to the club by Mr. Jivanjee by
his pregence that evening and a bouquet wus presented

. toMr, Jivanjee on behalf of the Club. Speechea

were made appropriste to the occasion by
saveral including Moulvi Fater Mahomed and
Messrs. Rooknoodeen, A. H. Kajee, V. Lawrence,

H. L. Paul and M. M. Gandhi, and Mr. Jivanjee's
suitable reply terminated the proceedings.
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