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\

secopd rending of the Class Areas Bill' which

wan supposed to come on Monday the 17th
instant.  Hlopes have since beea given of its coming by
the pa1 liamentary correspondents of the local daily papers
bat up to the time of going to press there i3 no sign of
it. Presumably Mrs. Naidn's presence is responsible for
the delay. We wonder if the Government are afrsid, or

PEOPLE have been patiently waiting to see the

Addressing a big public meeting in. Bulawayo on the

, 19tk instant Sir Charles Coghlan the Premier of Rho-

desis dealipg with Indians is reported to have said -—
Rhodesia would not bave the same Indian problem ag
Kenya. Oar small Indian .population were contented
citizens, and there was po intention of taking away their
rights, The coloured people held the same rights as in

the Cape Province, and he quoted approvingly Rhode's
rather, ashamed to bring the Bill in the presence | dictum of equal righta for all civilised men. -
of Mrs, Neidu. It is likely that they are because : JR .
the Govermoent, themselves know full well  that
the Bill is contrary to'all principles of justice. If the
Government fear Mrs, Nnido's prescnce how much more
should they not fear the Unscen when they attempt to
do the wrong. Tt will be sn act of wisdom. “on the
part of the Government if they decide even at this

lJute bour to shelve the Bluck Bill

‘ , , o
Mr. A. M. Jivanjee the well-known merchant of Nairobi
who has accompanied Mrs. Sarojini Naida to this counrry-
returned from Capetown last Wednesday and -will leave .
for Nairobi by the B.I. boat on Sunday next. . By his
very affable nature Mr: Tivanjee has won -the.hearts of
many in this country by whom he will .be missed; We
- wish Mr. Jivenji a very pleasant voyage..” = * -

The Johauvneshury Chamber of Commerce has decided
to support the Closs Areas Bill with its principle of
segregation for Todians, suys the Rand Daily HMail dated
22nd March. In a committee report laid before its
meeting it was stated that legislation of a discriminatory
character based on racial or class distinctions was foreign
to the principles of cqnality and freedom, but its adop-
tion was jostifiable if it could be shown to be essential

Mr. Jivanjee iccompanied by Mr. 'E'. A.{Tyeb nnd
My, Chandabbai Miankhan paid a visit. to-day to the -
Pheenix Settlement and the Ohlange Inststute. = = "::°

- - RS

- We are glﬁcihily 'info}med thab, M. Sam]un Naidu
after visiting Port Eljzabeth, Basutoland, Kimberley and -

in the intercsts of the development of u standard | other important towns will pay her final visit to Johannes-
of iving and civilisacion desired hy the nation | barg and return to Darbaz on the 20th of April.. - ~ -
by which it is adopted. In South Africa, the | . T S T

~ . " -

report contiuned, Asiutics would always remain a -race P s
apart. It was ndwittedly im;;)ssible for the Europesa | .- sl C e
success(ully to compete with the Asiatic trader, and it | . L L AU I
was undesirable in the interests of both races that whites ADVE—-RTIS.ER" AND THE “WHI_:TE 'BRESTIGE.’ -
and Asintica should reside in the same arend. It was HERE are a few papers in’ this country, we are
considered that under the Bill the Asiatic would. still glad to admit, that take & very sane view. of the
retain n large proportion of the trade he bas hitherto Indian ﬁnesti,oﬁ and the Nalal Advertiser. we. -
- 3 . y ] N
huve known to be cne 'among them. ‘But at times the

enjoyed, nnd therefore support for the Bill was recom-
mweuded, [t wns emphasised, bhowever, that greab cure

wonld huve to be taken in personnel of the Commission,
whose duty it wonld be to approve of the arcis seb aside
for Asiatic residence, Co '

—————

Interviewed by Reuter st Bombay Mr. Gandhi. is
reported to have said the Union. Government’s decision
not to apply the Class Areas Bill to the Cupe Provinre
was actitatedsby the desire of the European popnlation,
eapecially thie Dutch, that Malay women, who did nearly
all the housework in the Cape, shonld not be segrezated,
and thos greatly inconvenience whites, while the Indian

sngzestions even -of this: paper -do appeai’ to-be: extra-

ordinarily narrow-minded -and mnreasonable.: The cuse
of two Indiau motorists who were fined last week in the -
Durban Court for disobeying the orders of the' Borough -
police has been made the subject of a leading article by

our contemporary, which appears in its issue of the 24th
March. In the beginning the. paper lays a serions
charge against Indians by saying that,“the visit of Mrs. -

-Naido to Natal had” coincided with a resurgence of.
-aggresiveness in the Asiatic temper, and -that there.-wus

ulition, whichwas a “mere fleabite,” was not . . . -
Pop . & pot _worth something akin to a studied provocativeness in the atti-.

worrying about in view of the difficullies in connection : i
witlh gegregation inthe Cape. - tude many of these people were showing the Enropean .
: ' . ‘ . | community uround thew.. As an example it quotes the

above-mentioned cases and explains them as follows :—
“Jn the one case an. Indian jeweller' was charged
with driving @ car carelessly and recklessly and to
the daoger of the public. ' The constable who held
up the cur stated in court that the accused nsed
- obscene langnage, and that he threatened to shoot
the officer, The Indian pleaded guilty to the charge
of careless driving, bnt denied the other allegations,.
The Magistrate, after calling the Indian’s eondnet
disgruceful and improper, fined kim thres pounds.
In the other cuse,m constable asked an Indian

e Council of State in India carried without a divi-
slif? Mr. Natesan's resclution against the Class Areas
ill.

According to a lenter's message from Dethi Dr. .
.Gout’s motion for adjonrnment of the Legislative
Assembly to discuss the matter of the Bill on the plea
that the sccond reading of the. Bill was immineut, and
it was a wutter of the decpest importance to India, was
disallosed by the President of the Assembly on the
ground titat no fresh urgency had arisen,
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- motorist who had pelled his car up on the station
front to move it to the kerb. The Tudian refueed.
The palicerian then asked for the Indian's name

- and address. This also was refnsed. The police-
man next entered the car and asked that it ehould
be driven to the police atation. He was ordered
ouf of the car : he attempted to arrest the Indian,
bat before he could effect this the car shot away,
Twice the constable, chasing it, soughs to board it,
only to be knocked off each time. The car even-
tnally got clean away, but the number being taken
the Indian later was arrested.

The Magistrate commented on the serionsness of
the offunce, and eaid this sort of thing conid not be
tolerated. The -police were on the street for the
parpose of keeping order, and they must be obeyed,
otherwise their presence was nscless. Ha fined lhe

_ @ceused four pounds. L S

The paper thioks the most deplorable aspect, of these

two cases ig the utter frivolous imsdeguacy of the fines
imposed, end considers ¢be offences to be such. thab

wonld put the ordinary white man out of the “ pale.”

« None but the lowest type of white men wounld bebave p

as these: two Asiatics hebavel to ponstables who were
_doing & duty that is at all times disagroeable,™ says the
paper,and sees good gronnds for suspecting a general
resurgence of Asiatic defiance of white authority. The

per strongly pratests against the leniency exercised by
the Magistrate. in imposing 3 fine of three and four
pounds respectively snd describing their connduct a»
“improper,” “disgracefal” .and “cannot be tolerated”
and  goes oo to guggest $hat “this will focther
allow Indisns o “resist- and -treat with contumely
if not with violence white officers of
borough.” . The paper miskez the following farther
obgervations : “Many aun Asistic to-dey would consider
the gestaye of defjance cheap—remarkably cheap—at the

price. For.the rest, how the prestige of white antbor--

ity in tronbled times like these is going'to be maintained
in face of this jndicial attitnde towards law-bpreaking by
* wealthy non-Europeans it- is impossible ta-say.” And
after giving some hints to the Magistrate as to his doty
the paper ends the article by saying : *‘[here is not
oo wuch white prestige left fthat we can lightly
jeopardise .the remaipder. .

. At theoutpet we wish to make it guite clear that we
have notin word to say in defence of the two ladian

‘motorists in question nor is the ‘motive of the present

article to defend pheir action, Their behaviour in not
oheying the reagonable orders of the police wag abomi-
nable: and had & heavior penalty been imposed on
them than the one already imposed we would not have
said anything against it. _

. 'The parposo “of this warticle 8 Lo criticise the very
exaggerated view taken of the case by our contemporary
and to. remove the few misconceptions it scems to be
labouring under. - b e

- Our contemporary is quite correot in saying that mone
but the lowest type of white men . wonld behave as thege
two Indians behaved to the constables. Bub we wish
to remind our contemporary that this offence bas not
been confined only to [ndians but Eoropenn motorists,
not of the “lowest type,” have dlsc on more than one
ocoasion committed a similar offence. What surpasses
us, however, i8-that in these cases the Nalul Advertiser
gees good grounds for suspecting a ‘general resyrgence of
Asiatjc defiance of white authority!? There must have
been something radically wrong with the mentality of the
writer when he svrote this.* T fear a general resurgence

the

- garned money only to be driven to Court!

of Asiatig defisuce fromi this solitary cuse is to fear u
mountsin ont of a mole-hill. And where comes in the
question of “white anthority” we completely fail to
understand.  Surely our contemporary who, we believe,
stands for right and justicc, does not mesn to boggest
that the Indinns in question had done wronz in not
obeying the constables because they were ‘white' !
1f so0, our conteinporary is totally mistaken and is
taking & very marrow view indeed. We believe it in
essential in the intercsts of public safety that one should
obey the authority irrespective of race or ocolour,
bat certainly not on the basis of race or colour.
In this connection our contemporary should remem-
ber that there have been several cases of European
motorists who bave deliberatoly disobeyed bthe orders of

- Indisn constables knowing them to be only ‘Indians.’

They were, however, rightly taken to task by the Magis.
trate, but our contemporary, at the time, did not think it
advisable, a8 it bas dume in the present instance,
to give the motter any importance. We wounld
ventare to suggest that the offence of the Eoro-
peans was muoch wore serions than the  one
committed by the two Indians. For this reason, thut the
former comumitted the offence delibdrately, with an nir of
arrogance resulting from a eense -of race superiority;
while the latter committed it, not with any consideration

. of race or colonr, but throngh momentury childish imn-

pudonce, ‘

Our contemporary’s suggestion thut many an Asiutic
would consider the gesture of definpice remarkably cheap at
the price they have had to pay renlly nmuses ns because it
is quite contrury to thie belief onoe expreesed, we believe,
by our contemporary that ‘the Indiag bapdly spends a
sixpence of bis £1 earning” Wo do not thiuk that the
Indisu, who is conteunt to live on the “snell of an oil-
rag” a8 it i8 said, has the pluck t» wuste his hard:
dud when
hie.does acquire that pluck we hope e will muke use ‘of
it to his advantage and not €0 bis disadvantage. 1

What we object ta very strongly s thut the Indisn

-commnnity a8 a whole shpuld be judged by the feolish
action of a few individuals, It would be very unwise to
say that the white community is composed' of drunkards
because a few white men have been brooght before the
Conrt for drunkenness; nor would it be wise to entertiin
the fear that the white community would become a vom-
munity of drunkards because a few of them have un-
fortunately taken to drink. :
' The hyateric cory of the writer of the Adverliser
article, of the prestige of white authority being
jeopardised is a8 a -rvesult, we believe, of tho “white
supremacy devil” reigning suprame over the writer
when he wus penning his nrticle. . o

“As to the charge laid against Indians in the beginniug
of the articlo we plend nbaolute ignorance. We would
be grieved and we know Mrs. Naidu wonld be very
debply grieved to know of u singlo instance of aggresive-
ness or provocabivencss og the part of ont comntrymen to
"the Enropean community. The purpose of Mrs. Naidn's
viait to this conntry is to bring about s better under-
standing bebween the two communitics sud any mis-
bebaviour on the part of & siugle Ipdian will not only
injure our own cause in this country but hinder
Mrs, Naidn in her noble work, We canuot believe that
any Indian with the slightest respect for Mry, Naidu
would be pleased to hindet her in the canse ihe is fight-
ing for our own interest. 1t i8 our’ duty to assist ler
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and we can do so not by rejoicing at her rebuke to thase
who are anjust to us but, a3 we stated in our last issue,
by earnestly following from her mesmyge only thab which
affects ns personally. Let it mot be said of us
that we were nob fib to have Mrs. Naide in our midst to
assist us; for if weare not fit to have Mrs. Naidu in
our midst we will certainly never be fit w possess the
riglts we are fighting for. ' :

-

MRS. NAIDU IN CAPETOWN,

AMrs. Nauidu who reached Capetown on Saturday
the 15th instant received a very eathusiastic wel-
come by the Indians of that town. Qn Saturday
morning & specisl train went to Wellington to re-
ceive Mrs. Naidu. Wellington Station, has'in the
eourse of its existence rarely been 8o crowded, says,
4 Capetown paper. as it was on that occasion. An
uddress was presented to Mrs. Naidu on the Station
Ly Mr. A. B. Naidu on pehalf of theé Indian Asso-
cintion of the Cape Peninsula (Wellington). It was
tstefully bound in leather with the initial ™8” in
zold on the outer cover. The following is an extract
from the address: “We lope and trust yoar stay *
with ud in this part of the Unior of South Africa,
where* equality between different sections of the
comunnuity reigns, may be of great enjoyment. . . .
We pray that yon may be long spared to shed the
insue of your poetic genius upon the whole of the

ndian people in whatever part of the world they
my be, also to continne the labour to which’ you
have devoted yonr life—the advancement of - our
heloved Motherland and her children.”

She was also presented with several bouquets of
flowers by three little girls. .

Mres. Naidn in a brief speech said the cordial wel-
come she had received wus an augury of good things
to comme: Her leader, Mahatma Gandhi,- had said
that it was the millions who had helped bim to-win .
the respeet andshonour of South Africans for In-
divns, In that spirit she hoped the Madrassis would
be always ready to help their less fortunate brothers
in the Transvaal and Mee State. She knew that in
the Cape Province there was 2 real equality for all
people and all recognised that there was a mutual
responsibility. She hoped that consciousness of res-
pousibility. was to be found amongst the Indian
community as amongst others. She had come on a
great mission to SBouth Africa—to try and'bring a
wider understanding between all communities,
white, coloured, native and Indian. They could
only do that by having a better feeling towards each
other and by each community learning to -
tgive and take mnobly and unselfishly. No
oune commaunity, could expect to prosper at the
expense of wff other community. . She hoped
they in the Cape, more free and fortunate, would
aid those less favourably circumstanced and
try to show that justice was the only means of
solving problems in the world of South Africa. Her
message was oue lased on true understanding, 'and
if necessary they should be prepared to make . gieaf
straugles and sicrifices if they were to solvé thelr
problems. e LETT T,

' CaPB TowN Scaxgs;-'?"—'{ S

Mrs, Naidu then joined the spécsit train en route
for Capetown. The scene in-the station was a re-
markable one, the arrival platform: being thronged
with a masg of Indjzns and .colonre®” people. - There
wug also a h_ig crowd ountside the station near Wel-
(dington Fruit Store, where the thoroughfare was for
%, ume impassable.  Mounted police, however, kept
control, -

A provession was furmed and, headed by .a
uired band, Mre, Naidu was borge triumphantly to

“the residence of Dr. Gool, where she is .staying

during ber visit. .
MRS, NAIDU INTERVIEWED

. A Cgpe Times representative in the conrse of an
interview with Mrs. Naide ascertained that she
hoped to bave an interview with General Smuts.
Her trip, she added. had been splendid and suceess-
ful; she having been‘accorded fine receptions at all
places visited. She had been invited to come to
Scnth Africa by the Indian community and by the
Indian National Congress, whose repregentative she

was, -~
~ “How did you find conditions in the_Transvaai?”
she was asked. - :
“The conditions of the Indians in the Transvaal
and Natal are very bad indeed,” replied Mrs, Naidu.
She went on to say that the Class Areas Bill was a
most unjust measare. She had heard that the Cape
wus to be exempt, and at that she was very pleased.
“Have you any grievances about conditions in the
Cape Prgvince?’—No, The Indian community may
have loeul grievances, byt they are fortunate. They .
can exercise the franchise. Of cowrse they hawe all
local grievances in common with all other ecmmu-
nities. The conditions are different in Natal, they
are not in keeping with a civilised community.
Asked if she bad 2 message to the Indians fiom
Mahatma Gandhi, Mrs. Naidu replied that she had

- not held converse with him. + He was still in prison

when she left on that, her first vigit to. South Africa.’
A cable, however, had been pnblished from
him which contained a message to ‘General Smuts. -
Mrs. Naidu then remarked : = SN
“In spite of all prejudices and personality I have
received the greatest kindness from everybody., I
would like especially to thank the railway aunthor-
ities. Ever gince I landed on_South African soil I
have met with every kindness and-eonsideration.™ - -
“With regard to the conditions in the Transvaal -
and Natal, -have you! Anything to suggest which
would remedy matters?”—At this moment T have
no suggestions to make. A great deal is due to mis-
understanding and misconception. If there -was
more frank talk amongst ‘the Ieaders on both sides
the injnstice of it all wonld be realised: “ Many con-
cessions will have to benade on both sides, :
A TEST OF STATESMANSHIP .
“Then you realise that South Africa .hag a
tremendous difficulty in this problem?"—I can only .
say yes, be just. 1 realise that you cannot solve it -
by being unjust, I see difficulties in the way.. I
have stated the Indian case as”fully .and -clearly as
possible and I have stated the other side of the case .
with just as. much impartiality, However, that i
not my job. Mine is to state the Indian side of the
case. The solution lies in mutual eoncessions and
adjugtments and “not in injustice or high-handed .
legislation, prejudicial almost to the existence of the
Indian comununity. - I have come more earlier to
the Oape than was my intention. I have come
especially to be in time for the second reading of .
the Class Areas Bill. .I have read abont it in the
papers, but I want to gef the atmosphere of it in the
House of Assembly. - B T
_"I.am no blind p2etizan of the Tndian 'com-
manity. [an Sﬁz their faults and I have no .
hesitation in telling them so.~ I cluim there .
. must be justice. " Thig is going to be a tremen-
. dous test of trae, stilesmanship, on the part of
. ?epﬁm Sm;atﬁ.'aind his Cabinet. The ‘names of -
egisl ve .gone in -history in the past;
their fame-was nok bwsed on any poliey og:x-
pedienct; bot on absolue and unswerving jus-’
tice.. 1 should like to think at this ecritical:
" .agonient in the history of South Africa that -the

" .. Statesmen of to-day weald go down. to history

as men who were true and upright and who
did not swer¥e ons wa¥y or the other for the

Lo

sake of popnlurity.”
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Continuing, Mrs. Naidu said she had visit-d
Bloemfontein, where she ‘had heen tiken by the
driver of the train, who wus a Nationalist, to see the .
monument. That went td her heart and'she now,
understood -much better the point of view of the
Nationalist Party. She had liked the Orange Free
‘State on account of her love of Holland and William
of Orange, =

Mrs. Naidn would make no statement regardmg
Kenya, and in connection . thh the Labour Gow-
ernment in England said : “We have nothing to
. fear from them,,though Mr. Thomas, so far, has not

) proved symmthehc

WELCOME ME,ETING IN CITY HALL
© Arwelcome ‘meeting was held in honoar of Mrs.
Naidu in the.Capetown City Hall on Tuesday the
13th instant. When it is said that hardly another
person could obtuin entrance intqQ the City Hall on

. this occasmn, it is not. figurative = or exnggerated

langua.g.e, in faet, says the Cape Limes, 5o many people
" stood in the corridors, passage, he]ow and even on

" the platform, that the proceedings were carried on

.

with no little difficulty.
Nr. Yasoof Mia presided. Most of the hu;..e
~audience Were coloured or native.-peuple, but in the

bays and, on the platform there were weveral
Eu;'oheans.' including Mr. W. Hosken, M. M.
Alexander,' M.L.A.;* Dr. R. TForsyth, - M.L.A,, -

© Mesgrs. C. - J. Sibbett, M.P.C., Somerville, 8. Gold-

stem, Callanan, the Rev. R: Balmfort.h and others.
THE VISITOR'S MIissiON . - . -

. The C‘hmrman of the British Indian Counml

announced that the object of the meeting was to
“weleome to.our city owr distinguished fellow |

" countrywoman, Mrs, Sarojini- Naidu, public worker

S Indli
_outstanding literary gifts, but also for her able and
" courageous advoeucy of our cause, and I feel certain -

) Empire."

.and poetess, who throogh her poems has made many

friends throughqut the English-speaking world. We
adinire her 'not only -becanse of her

that.thongh some may differ from her, yvet, irres-
pective of race, all will join with our Indian com-
munity in extending to her the heartiest of welcomes,
not . only Dbecause of her attainments, but also

becaunse to-mght she will be the mouthpiece of over
British

.500000000 of our fellow cm?ens .of the’

“As chairman of the Butlsh Indlan Council- I
- avish to convey to bher -our humble and . heartfelt

- thanks for coming to our aid at thiswcritical ]unctm e,

and ] hope that -her great. und noble mission of

bringing peace and understanding between India -

and Sonth Africa will be crowned w:t,h the suecess it
deserves.” (Applanse.) .

Various addresses of - welcome were read “and

several beautiful bonquets presented to the guest of
honour. -
A lady speake1 said that 14 years ago on Udion

. they had been robbed of their rights, and Mus.

. Naiduo's arrival bad already” pat new hearts into
them. She was sure that Mis. Naidu would -beat
the English in the clever game of polmcs (Ap-
plzmse)
7 WHY THEY ARBE anm OF HEr | .

Dr Abdurahiman, M.P.C., who was received with
loud applause, extended a he'u-b-felt. welcome to Mis,
Naidu on behalf of the.non-Europeans of Cape Town,
It was not often, he snid, that such a talented woman
. a8 Mrs. Naidu visited South Africa. They  were

'indeed proud of her, becanse she was a non-European
" and because she wasa woman. She was the ac-

credited spolkeswoman of 400 millions of people, and

"the whole of Asia had its eyes turned upon her, as

well as the North of AFrica: in fact, the whole world.
" She had the whole-hearted approval of the non-

" Buropeans in her work, because she was standing

(Applause) The non-
people of

for truth and for ]ustﬁ.e
Europeans ‘of ‘South Africa were the

4
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South Africa,” because they were the majority, and
when Mrs. Naidn returned to India she could tell
the people there that she had the sapport of the
penple, or the non-Europeans, of Sonth Africa,

He referred to Natal having been boilt up by the
lahour of the Indians and the Transvaal having been
bnilt up by that of the natives; and without that
the whole fabric would break down like & pack of
cards. Mrs, Naidu bad been only & few hours in the
Q.F.S. and she was fortunate. (Laughter.)

In Cape Town Bhe was where the non-Europeans
still had some liberty, although since Union they
- had also lost rights, and those noble men who had
framed those lawe of liberty for the coloured people
and natives of the Cape in the pust wounld be 'lm.m'd
conld they see what had taken place since.

“ Mus. Naida bhad one fanlt—she liked to speak  the
truth—(laughter and applause)—which was. not
liked in these days. M. Naidu, in the ahsorption of
her literary life, still had a heart full of love for her
fellow-muan, and always had the time to stand up
for ‘their liberties. Naturml cinses were at work,
“which; in the end, would solve the nou-Luropean
problems of South Africa.  {Applause,) The great-
est thing one could do was to _work for others, anid
thal was what Mrs. Naidu was doing.  (Applase.)
. MRs, NAIDUS SPEECH

Mrs. Naidu, who received an ovation on rising to

vespondd, delivered " an  cloguent  addvess. She

- thanke! them for the honour they had doue her:
not by their praise. but by their love. .8)he went on
to describe how she had seen the Atlantic Ocean—
the symbol of Western civilisstion—coming intd
contaet with and then gladly and  harmonionsly
mingling with the Indian Ocean—symbolical of her
coutitry and of her culture, the culture which her
Iineal forefathers had given to the world.. -

Then she related how the Europeans had been
received in India with every courtesy and how they
had been sheltered, hononred and manted Junel.
There had been no coloar. bar, aml the white. mun
had' not been- put into class wrens, (Loud ap-

| planse.)

India was ])0\\‘elfu1 enom.h to asimilate chﬁelenh
races and cultures; “that is the Indin I represent,”
she exclmmed amid further sigos of public
approval. A minister said to me, you cannot ke
peace, beeanse you aune with a gun in your hand,
¥ said, my gun is not in my hand, but on the table!”
(Further cheers.)

“To-day you, representing millions of the
coloured, people, brown and black, ol this continent,
have assuredd me, and through me my . people and
tliose millions across the Indian Ocean whom 1
represent, that in the struggle of justice—not conce-
gsions, but justice—you are with me.

“Why are you with me? The oppressed peoples
of the world are linked tousther in the brotherhood
of suffering and of martyrdom.” (Applause.)

. Allnding to the “disense of ignorant prejudice,”
she siid that the remedy was to understand the
point of view of the one against whom ¥ou were
prejudicod. She anid to the coloured and the- hluck
tnan that the price they must pay for the retwn
from their exile into thetr rightful possession was
' the price’ of noble charucter, of unity nnd of the
powey of self-saeiffice for the sake:of truth which
could never be crucified— huth which h'ul naot been
cracified 2,000 years so.
" “ONLY A Pour.”

“Tam no politician,” Mrs, Nuidu confessed;

“when I come into comt2et with the great states-
man of the worl*l go down on my knees and sy
I thank God I wn only a poct.” (Lanzhter .md
Lhc-cw.) ) h

*1 have left the Bowery paths I love to follow:

the thomy paths; that makes the Euglishinan cull
yle ‘dangerous woman,! (Langhter,)

“As represeuting the mol,herhood of the Lnut




March 23th, 1924

_INDIAN OPINION

have I come to von to give a Ewsmgt.hthat. we all
stand together in one eomnon brotherhood. (Ap-

planre,)

"Let the white and the coloured men of the
world come onan eqoal platform of mutnal trust
and of mutudl love: a mutnal sorrow for the wrongs
they have done to each other in their ignorance.”

OPEN LETTER TO MRS, NAIDU

By Veere Stext 1N ¢ PreToria NEws'

+ Madam,—1I addrsss yon as politician rather than
poctess. Though you rivalled Mrs. Brow ing,
Zora Cross, . nay, burning = Sappho, herself, [
should still be 1nore concerned with your politics
at the moment than your poems. 1 am more of a
politician than a poet, more of a praction]l matter
of fact reformer—of other pedple—than a roman-
ticist.

Veriwelthen ! Let us to polities. I have al-
ways had th: greatest sympathy with the Indian
aml other Eastern psoples Iiving in South Alfriea
L have symputhised with them, particularly he-
cunse they were subjects rather than citizens of
the British Impire. In their own country their

-campaign.

Duncan says it is not, but rather a facility. We
shall kvow mora about that when it has been.
thoroughly debaiel in the House. At present I
must aﬁlm't that it has the appearance of being an
attempt on the part of the (iovernment tn emulate
the old gentleman in Aesop's Fable and plesse
everyhody, arnd, like the end: avoors of the hero of
that story, it seems doomed to fail to please
anvbody. . P .

In the meantime let us discuss your. present.
You'll -forgive me if I tell yon. in
pretty plain language that your opening message
to theppeople of South Africa was a dreadful
blunder. “Ins'de the Empire or outside it, and
let South Africa decide” wa+, dear lady, very very
foolish talk. To be¥in with, Sonth’ Africa - canmot
possibly decide. Our pettyfo:ging- politics ‘are
not likely to be the werge to' separate the -great
British Empire in the West from the great Empire -
of the British in the East R

If you meant your opening message to be a blaff .
let me tell you, to speak American fot 2 .moment,
it ents no Ice. It didn't amout to ‘shucks. It
only rrritated Imperialists who hitherto had been
the friencls of your people and whose sympathies
you glicoate when you talk - #f secession. .Even

form of governmwent was arbitrary and autocratie,
though, and even you, I think, will-aimit this,
amazingly efficient, successiul. aud, above all
thiogs, beaevolent. .
Since the days of the Mutiny and the di
appearance of John Company, India. has been
governed in the interests not of Englind but of
Indin. It wus admittedly a government. of India
by the English—which in these crazy days of self-
determinution and a lust for livence in the guise
of liberty—svems an anachronism, but it was a
government by the English for the Indians.
- That is the point not to He missad, Still, -the
very foct that vou had no voice except_advisory,
in your own affuirs made it esseatial to my mind
that, in a British Dominion, you should be greeted

the secessionists of this country would be inclined
to opnoss recession if it came frome your people,-
and if you thought to rouse.theic sympathy  you
were scattering seed ‘upon very stony ground.
Try and grasp this: there is to be no secession -
Jrom the British Empire = Dominion ‘status, self- -
determination, antonomy, mean absslute :and un-
fettered liberty to eaclt Dominion. to. manage its
own affairs, so long as those ' affairs concern it
alone and do not involve its sister Dorminions: or
the motherland; ‘bt no' Dominién; not -even to
cantankerous and murderous Trelaid, has the
right tn-secéde been given. .-~ .~ . .
The British Empire will no' more paymit the
Indian Emnpire to separate from it than the Do- -

with equul and exact justice. 8o it was that [
supported M:.-Gaudhi—a great soul—in his fight
with General Smuts, and laughed when the ir-

minioa of South Africa will permit the Free State

' to leave the Union, or the Amer can Republic per-

mit au individual State to declare its ‘sovereign
independence. If it comes -to~ sccession, dear -

S e Bk | S e e
oty o S b, | 7B 2 st Wi b Reking s
o i of Ut Lo, | Tl o pament o e b of
esuntry, or compsss point of birthi is betrayed b} problems of our’s-—I wonder if you realise that all .
5o simple an act of justice as was embodied in the the concessions made by the Empire to the. new

Gandhi-Smuts agreement. _ doectrinaires, the apstles of the “higher status,” -
In regard  that ugreement I must c-nfess that | the exponents of the Imperio \in Imperium theo- .

Do one seems 10 know exactly what its provisions | TieS, are empirical? The coming -into pawer of a

were. Hud it any stated provisions? Wasit ever | [bour Party at Westminster; the extension of the ™

done into writing? I so, where is thy protocol of | franchise; the emancipation, to 8 great degree,"of
the arrangement arrived at between tlie Mahatma { Iodia—these things are an experiment, -~ . *
and the Man of the Moment. Personally, I have | - _“Bg Camepon®- .. = -

ulways been told that it was more in the natare. of | YR : S Tl
b et st o e i | Bl e, 1 Yo who s Shse -

?ﬁisﬁlﬁft ::i t(f'llaofl:(lil ag-;;i ns? fmithef Asiatic. | npo witnessing right through the Empire 2 blood-. .
g hat those Asiatics ulready in the { Joos revolution. ~Beware .of © bloodless reaction -
e onould oo mo further disabilitios (piaced | such.os they had in Ttaly ond in Spain. , Do mot
upon them. 15 being agreed to, Mr. (Gandhi wears R Lt '
“ <raol” y the dominant classes by some determined .

undertook to “trouble Israel” no longer. oup d'etat they reverse and rl;vnke' ull the con--

. Tue Crass Areas By : . ; ;
~_If, then, the Class Areas Bill in operation is to casS“’g? to democracy nnd set up some ‘autoeratic, -
r-p’l’ace Asiatics under a new disability, it seems to | “OT¢ ¢ictator.: . o " -
' me that Greneral Sinuts cannot in hmoir remBn Better the rule of one whom all chey .
" Than to let Bolshevists betray our -
- liberty with the kiss of anarchy, -, ~

¢ power and put the Bill in force, but (his con-
' Wilde wrote, but

Smiuts agreement being correct and upon the Clags

riusion is contingent upon wy ilea of the Gandhi-
- : . l - . 7 t Dm i
Arean Bill being a new disability on Asiatics, M, bt b e What Oscar

it's what he meant.)



.78

INDIAN OPINION

March 28th, 1924 -

Here in South ‘Africa you must not threaten.
‘We are bad peovle to bluff. 'We believe ourselves .
“to be almost the most wonderful folk i the world.
The world probably does not agree with us, but

~that does not worry us. When it comes to bluff,
we are prepared to lift the bettiog, even though
wd know that a show-down will leave us hroken.
A half the Europeans in this country challenge
tho British Empire. The bluff didn’t come off.
The Empire called “their cards, and they held a
- busted flush, - .. :

They've learnt some since then.

' It seems to mo that your people in India have
got fo'learii thdt lesson. -Your appeal, Madam, in
this Domdiriod should be to thé inuats justice of
your cause; néver forgetting that it is only’ the
frct that. you ars. British subjects, now to some
- extent citizens, that gives yott any standing at all
in the court hérs of White public opinicn.
-« Put yourselves outside the British Empire; ahd
outsidé of this Dominiod your peopls go. '
"There are people “in this coantry who are not
deaf to an appesl to their sénse of justice and Iair
dealing. Such an ofe is Mr. Patrick "Duncan, the
Minister in chargo of the Ulass Areas Bill, though
“how hé had come fa get mikted up in any snch
travésty of modern iegislation I must confess I am
at a loss to explaid. -
- You have come here; Madam, with the Gandhi"
' traditions of victory behiud you. Do not leave
this countiy with the Naidu tradition of defeat.
The spirit of thé Mahatma fhiy be with you. I
should not bea gurprised at any exhibition of
_psychic metaphysical powers from Mr. Gandhi, .
“"but I should be Surprised to know that he was.
with you, when you sent that mndiplomatic, tact-
-legd, foolish misssagh—"'ingidé the Empire of oiit.”
1 wish ydu suceess in your attack upbn the Class
Areis Bill; though whether in its new form it
‘ba worth attacking is another matter; but its very .
name is abhorrent these days. - '
Tha: Ghetto, the Bazaar, the Varioas class
“quarters” are all being flung wpon. the limpo of
past failures. Even in South Africa the lochtion
will éease 80 $n s sufficient Natived are fit to
“livé White” in the towins. Things are not so
" bad here for your. people as you would have tis
‘beliove, Aftér all, théy ave nearly all middlemen
- and bot much use to the cotnmunity. They be-
loii¢ fo the"parasitic classes. They amass, and do
not create wealth. . Do not, T beg of you, either
. here or in your own country conntenance, connive,
.or even tolerate, any movement, 8o blind to what
- you have already won, to the generusity of the
coﬁdesu%ms made to you; as to bring the reaction:
of which I havé warned yéu. - R '
‘Béliéve mé, déat Lady, to bé a symipathiser
“with your people, 66 long es they remain in the
future the same loyal British subjects and citizeus
as they have done in the past and only so long
Teave it to the Nationalist leaders to bleat feebly of
secession; for yourself, stick to practical politics
or even return to your poetry.
- Yours very truly,
» - Vehg STENT.

. TRIBUTES TO MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU

“ LItk BrowwNie ™

You dear little Brownie, 8o sweet and petite,

Your glorious gift no power can detete;

Yomfmessme of truth has brought men to their
eet,

And roused up the sluggish, the young, and effete.

What joyous prerogatives are thine,

To show all brotherhood is divine;

To give speech in voicing millions of brothers,
Who feel in their hearts the trials of others.

The boul of the world is finding through you,

An expression to voice what withiu it is true;

To ring out a plea for Justiee and Peace,

In lifting the bardens—and the “shackles’ release.

Of those that are- crushed—no matter their creed,
The greater the stronger—more pressing the need;
For us all to unite in righting the wrong,

And helping thie weak, and struggling along.

b

You brave “Little Browiie,” from out the Far East,
You’ve come to biing comfort to the greatest, and

least )
Of India’s troubled cliildren—whose anziety is
. great, . . .
Re a problem which is taxing the minds of the

tate.

To bring order from chaos, and peace ont of pain,

Has been tried by the wise ones again and again;

‘But your system so wise, and your methods so new,

If ppplied may bring credit on the “wee meek”
ndu.

Farvewell “Little Bfg@iglf_ yowve plnyed s hig
part .

In India's great cause, from beginning to now;

You've revenled to the world what a mother can

__do _
" When she pleads for her children from a heart
that beats true. :

And when ysu have departed again from thess
ghores, .
Great thoughts will surround you—and all that ig
. yours;
Youryh-'ag‘mnt méstage will linger hehind
- Long after you've gone—our gift, frotn yoir mind !

: HeLeN CALLAND-ANDRRW.
Durban, March 14, 1924, i _ ,‘-' {

. Reproduced fiom 77" Lafis.
_ S

4
¥

.

Db Volkstem (Pickoria) in 4 reviow of thé presdiit Liit
dian agitation in the Union, decidres that “she dibermis
nation of the milliok and a half Whites ih the Udion nob
to tolerate Indian intorfordnoe or. dictates might*poasibly
- contribute towards the: hastening of an .Anglo-Indian
orisis.” It further says “it is moonpeivable; howover,
that Great Britain, for the sake of merely continuing to
_exercise its anthoricy over British Indin, would sacrifice .
"the foture of the white race in South Africs.” The paper
concludes by declaring : *“Ons feels thut England should
rather for her own welfare, endeavour to secure for her-
gelf the alleginnce nod support of superior races than that
of e inferior civilisation of Orientals.”

" Prited snd Published by Manilal M. Gandhi at Phocaix
Settlément, Phoenly, Numl,




